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PART I- 


HBKRAN. 

• , 

The name Mekraa h apf>liod to that extonsivo, but ban^eU) 

and little,known region sijbuated between 
General Limits. Persia and the province* of Lus Beyla, and 

comprising most of the western and maritime 
districts of Beloochistan. The term, if originally applied to a 
political division, no longer bears such a signification, and can 
only be considered a% geographical. Howeyer accurate, or others 
wise, may bo the accGj^d\definition of the limits the region in 
question, no politi^jrgjB^cancehto^es to it. 'fhe ideas of the 
inhabitants of Mekran, 

are somewhat vague aw unsati8facto]y*;'’n?trc its seaboard is 
usually understood to e^l^d from the Hara Hills or Ras Malan to 
the vicinity of Ras Jash^ From Jashk, the Bashkurd Mountains, 
stretching in a north-eaMrly direction, may be taken as marking 
a north-western frontier^^ far as*the pass of Fanocho. From 
Fanoche extend the line tj the north of Punjgoer. On the east, the 
Hara Hills divide Mekratlfrom Lus Beyla, and a line-drawn from 
those hiUs, in the latitudeyf tho town of Beyla, towards Punjgoor 
will give the north-easter! frontier. The northern limit may bo 

pja<fe between 27® ^ind 28° north latitude. 

From Diah Fortress. Bamoor and Dizziik were undoubtedly at 

on^jpiime integral poisons of tho Mekran 
State. ThS latter oply is moluded in the present description. For 
the purpose of des^ption,^ is found conveni^t*to consider the 
following as distinofc.divisiOTS or districts of Mekran. 

^ Districts. 

On the Coast. 

OrmaVO.. T^liaaruui. 



Kolwah, Punjgoor^ Kej, Toomp,' Mou^, Pee^lieen, Sirbaz, 

Dkzuk, Kusserkund, Geh. 

^ •. •' 

The area comprised by the abo^e districts may be roughly 
estimated at 50,000 square miles, 

ORMAfilA. 

This district consists of a narrow strip of coast, extending 
from Eas Malan to the Kulmut Creek, and belongs to the Jam of 
Lub Bcylah, to whose ancestor it was ceded by a former Khan of 
Khelat in return for services rendered in M^kran. The port of 
Ormara is situat#! beneath a loft;^ promon^^, and contains above 
1,000 inhabitansf chiefly though a few Hindoo 

and Kiiojali / and, in late times, a 

Telegraph ^tation^has been erected. j|ie adjoining district to 
the north is Kolwah, which sends gi*ain, j to Ormara for ship¬ 
ment. There are no other fixed viMagl./ in this district. A few 
herdsmen, mostly Bezuiijoos and Sing®?, are mot with. Tlie 
Naib or Governor is Jfcer MuiWoo Bezuljoo. The whole popula¬ 
tion may be abouf 1,-500, and the revAue received by the Jam 
from this dirtrict is Rs. 6,000 annually. 


PUSSNEE. 


Pursuin^r the coast road from Orni^a, the territory of the 
Khan of Belooehistaiijs entered, at Ki&ut, where ^e Pussnee 
District dommences. This resembles Ormara, being a Harrow strip 
of coast, reaching)bo Shemal Bunder, and possessing a small sea¬ 


port village, where a Telegraph Of&cehas recently been established. 
The Chief of Pussnee, Bahram Khan*% Kulmuttee, reives a 
subsidy, in connection with the Telegraph. The majority of the 
inhabitants of the district ai'e of the same tribe, and the number 
cab scarcely exceed 600, Bahrdm Khan of course recognises the 

«vifl ▼tBira l\iCl ^aaf.mnf. wlltf*l3 



Situated between Puss nec and Gvvaduik, on the seaboard, this 
district reaches-’back about ^30 iniles. It is intersected by a moun¬ 
tain range running parallel, tb the coastr Kolancli is inoie pro¬ 
ductive and populous than tjie preceding districts, and ]x>sscsses a 
good share of fertile ftfiid, retpiiiiug only watej* to yield abundant 
han^ests. It is subdivided into the followipg townships, termed 
Resos, in each of which a petty Chief liolds subordinate authoi'ity. 


Tu Hoftth of the Hilk. 
jviipper, Kundasol, Xallenr. 


■A'oW/f 

Iloylar, l*ahrallo*B4i^Luchow, Ohakoolee, Sir 

Dostht. 

At Ban Ndgburr, aiKoCulJiig, there are small itnul foits. The 
ijiliabltanhs are of the tf »es Puzli, Bmul Wardilee, /udgal, and 
Be/uujoo, Of Avhich the I tter arc iwent settlers. The population 
is about 2,000. The prir :d])al ])ei*sonageH are Abdool Rahman Tu/.h 
of Ban, who has soim' lit le iiiduence, and residing in tlio vicinity of 
the Telegraph Line, occ isioiiall^V receives small-pi*eseuts; at N6g- 
biirr, Moobanik, Cliicf ofjhe Wardiloetribe; Dost Mahomed, Chief 
oUke Bezuujoo setUerflmfc; Moolah Rehmut-, chief Priest of the 
Zikrees, a religious sect which will be desciibed fui'ther on. At 
Kupper, wjich adjoins ^le sea, the Bund ^ibe reside, their head¬ 
man, Derfeesh, is einjdoyed hy Sirdar Fiujucer Mahomed to 
watch the Telegraph Line. Both grain and c(^toii are raised in 
Kolanch, and numerous heixls and flocks arc maintained. 


UAYADITR. 

Adhm^g to tlie coast, and proceeding westward, the Gwadur Dis¬ 
trict is entered at the Baramb4b Klior^ or w'ater-course; and from 
this point, west to Pishkein Cape, a distance of about 40 miles, the 



* '-11 
' in tlie possession of Muscat. IThis temto^yls boxinded on the north 

by a range ofSiills, aliout 14 mile® fr^ the sea. Along their 
•foot are situated some settlem’ents of Beloech of*the Ee^nee, 
Kulmuttee, and Mehdeezaee tnbes, all include{J in^he name jrtgdr. 
The land is in general arable, and the scenery enlivened, by groves 
of date trees. The inhabitants of IligjSr are exempt from t&xatioh, 
but are supposed to be liable to'i)ody Servicft^tand to furnish camels 
to the Arab Gov^nior, on emei’gency. The town of Qwadm*, the 
chief port of Mekratf, lias been in the possession of the Arabs 
for upwards of 70 years. The manner in which it fell into their 
hands will be mentioned bye and bye. The inliabitants number 
about 4,000 to 5,000, and amongst them are found Arabs, Hindoos, 
Khojahs, Meds, Korwas, together with repi’csentatives of many 
tribes of the int^’rior. There are also soipe hundreds of slaves. 
The town is sitifited, on a ^wJy^Lstlim^ ^ about f of a mile in 
widtb, at the rSngwa haight of 400 feet and 

jutting out Uke the'&M of a liammer. streets of Gwadup are 
filthy and reek Avith the .odour of fisli andJ|r^ory form of preserva¬ 
tive, or the opposite. TJie Beloochees inj^bit mat huts, but the 
richer classes have of late commenced ttf^bnild houses of a bettor 
construction. In the ^pntre ol? the town-fc a fort with a solidly 
built tower of musoiiry. Such a defence ^as until late years indis¬ 
pensable, onuccount of the frequency of l eloSch inroads; but now, 
owing to circumstances over which they Lave no control, the latter 
are debarred from such amusements. 

JEWNEE. f 

On leading the Gwadur District at Fishkein, ike terStory of the 
Khan is re-eutSre^. Tho Jewnee Distiiot is situated on the coast 
between .Gwadur and Babo. The village of that name lies on the 
east coast of Gwettur Bay, and was formft'ly a thriving little place. 
The inhabitants, however, suffered from piratical attacks of Joas- 
moe Arabs, and, in consequence, abandoned their homes, rnigrat- 
ing to Gwadur. Jewnee possesses a good anchorage and frfcvdur- 
jibk climate. The present inhabitants are Shezadah BoloOChes and 





^ tHE DTTStT. 


. Busht is a Persian jterm'applied 'to open flat tracts of country, 
and filso signifying “ desert.” In the present instance it is to bo 
understood in tlie former sense, this district being one of the most 
fertile to be found in Mekraif. Its comparative fertility is owing 
to the quantity of allijvkun brought down by the.river, which depo¬ 
sits it on either bank. This district extends from Gwettur Bay, 
north-east to the vicinitj' of Koj, a .distance- qf about 100 milea. 
The breath is inconsiderable, and most of the habitations are in the 
neighbourhood of the Khot or river. 


The Busht is divided info a number of Reses, or Sub-collector* 
ates, each of which is superintended, in revenue matters, by a 
headman of about the standing of the village palftl of India. The 
term Kowdah (for Kot-ISiQdAh^^hfigfcian) i^ co, imon in Diisht, 
and has come to be«appfflKto a .Kalantei' and 

Muster ai’c also'bomnoi/y* applied to the headmen, ^jilhe Reses of 
Dusht are Ghubd, fo, Dum^lee, Dardan, Mitteng, Pootan 
Soweyee, Zun*am Boo^ llassadee, Lungassee, Besholee Morar 
Res, Kohuk, Kontadar torufsee. 

The inhabitants are cljefly Kowclaees, rtfinds, Hotes, Birdees, 
Burrs, and Sliehzadqlis, in all probably 3,000 or 4,000 persons. 
The arrangements in tlA Dusht for collection, ,&c., aro more 
methodical than in many Jther districts, and the people - are quiet 
qjjg^rderly. Cotton. Imrley,- wheat, jowaree, &c.j ai*c grown of 
fair quality. I'he yield in revenue is about Bs. 2,000 per annum. 


BAHO AND DUSHTYARBB. 

The boundaiy between Dusht and Baho, on tie coast, is about 
the centre of Gwettur B^y, near the hill named Dcrabol; and here 
terminates the Khan of Khelat’s dominien. Thence to Ohoubar 
intervene the districts Baho and Dushtyaree, which are usually 
coupled together. These districts are now under the immediate 
government of the Zudgal. Chiefs, Deen Mahomed and Mahomed 





-tonti’ol. Tte amount ip ujt a .fixefl pujp, but. av^ages ab^t 
Es. 5i000 for districts. The latter A*e considered rich; camels 
are plentiful, and there is more than the4ver£^eof c^tiv»ted*laid. 
The tribes inhabiting these tmcts are Zudgal “Hot, Luttee,‘BaKr^, 
liOgoree Kosugee, S}ieh;5adeh, and some otlffei's/'^The Hdts^e 
the most numerous and powriiil. The village of Gwettur on fhe' 
coast is the poi*t-, but it has little trade, most of the superfluous 
produce being taken to Gwadm* arid Chouba^. 

f' 

OHOUBAR 

Is a smaE seaport, ivith a fort, situated on a promontory, on 
the east side of the bay of that jiame. It is held by Muscat, by 
which State it was forcibly -wi-ested from the Beloocliees. The 
population is abolft 1,000 of all classes, Arab, Hindoo, Khqjah, and 
Belooch. The cfcgfe good, and the 

anchoinge is siieitoved for nat craft. The trade of 

Choubar is insignificant. 

, KIBLEH 

• 

Is a tcm applied to<4he fci'aA of coxmj y between Choubar and 
the territoiy farmerf by Muscat, and is eaj revive of the westerly 
situation of *tLe district with referoijce to the rest of Mekran, 
This tract forms poi+ion of the Geh Distj :t, which is tlie estate of 
' Meer Abdoolali l^au. In the Kibleh ar( jflic townships of 
Keer, Beer Kaiwan, Sooing, &c., and (i the coast the villages 
Teoz, Took, Galeg, some the most flourishing. Niunerous herds of 
camels wander over this disti’ict, kept for breeding auftfann pm*- 
poses. The people, however, seem poCr and, apathetic. The Hqt 
and Sengaloo tribes pr{.'vail. Tlie limit to the west is Malek 
Cheedar, the old boundary of Mekran, cas a heap of stones, still 
standing, attests. It is tkerefoi’e necessary , to return to the east 
and take the inland divisions. About 10 miles west of the town 
of Beyla, which is in latitude 26® 14,' there is a strip, and narrow 
.1^1 or,.pass, through the Hai^a Range. This leads dhwoHy into. 
. tijie daho J)istrict. a small* ])Ut fl.T)rl fi4rttlA. vftlirtv 


• jmmA'A. 

T'h« next district to is Xolwah, an ^xtensiTe Valley, in 
which Jarge quantitidfe of grain are growm Indeed, most, of the 
neighbc^dng phoviflces indent m it for supplies of this ai‘ticlo. 
Of the villages and forte, the* following Save been visited, viz.: 
Baldr, Chuinber, Goo^iana^:, Roedkhaii, Ma<leg, Zeek. The in¬ 
habiting tribes are Bo^uiyoos, Ormeranees, Meerwanees, Kowdaees, 
Nowshirwanees, Ruklishanees.* Several Chiefs ofhifliieuce reside in 
Kdlwah, amongst them Meer Mundoo Bezunjodat Chumber, AVulloc 
Mahomed at Ocoshanak, Meer Oungozaee Koivdaee at Roodkhau, 
Dad Kereein Minvanee at Zjek. Kdhvah was at one time included 
in Mekran; after Nazii* Khan’s time it was separated from the Kej 
Government. Two parallel ranges of hills, which coniine the valley, 
extend westward to the Persian Provinces. % tlie street-like 
v^ey thus formed are Mu 

” PUXJGOOB. 


This is one of the i*ic?tst and most considerable of the Melakan 
Districts. Once subor^mate to Kej, it k now on the same footing, 
namely, a province of ^Jie Khan ;pf Klielat, under a Governor 
appointed by him. Thelpreseut Governor is Meer Esau Gitchki, of 
which family many memiers are resident here.. Another family of 
consideration is that of flie Nowshinvaneos, and between these two 
enmities.are rife. PunjJoor is situated about 100 inilcs N.B. ot. 

^^ 3 ^>ahd resemblos-^^latter place, being not one town, but a 
cluster of villages ■ amo]|:8t groves of date trees. The principal 
forts are ^he Meeree residence of Meer Esau Tusp, Khoodabidan 
Grumkan,’ 'Wuzhbood, and Sordo. The outlying dMicts ai’o 
Gitchk, the Dusht, Purroom, and Samee. Tlii dates of Punjgopr 
are excellent, and it has a good trade in other, articles, more espe¬ 
cially wool. The I’evenVes arc said to be about Rs. 20,000. 


^ ' V. ^ 


KEJ. 


J. • I./ 

Eg, as a division, propeily Composes several iJi8tri<JtS that have 

Heen oonowki-xalTr aa .Sr^. 







.4)rts fmd villages. Origteallj fchw t6w», of 
^as a place of !i^me imporfcande, cawal of Mekraii and seat of 
GrOverniDent. Kej is ^situated ia the vauey previously 
and consists of the vUI&ges and forts of Moei*©©# Kalatok, 

Kow (Jushtung, Khow^i-Kalat^ Toprbut, and AlJ^. A. stress 
flows through the valley, the banka , of. which are overshaded by date., 
trees. The inhabitants are Gitchkis, Jtooldeeg, Raisees,. .Sungdrs, 
■Durzadehs, Kut^irrees, Loree^ grobably about 1,0,000-in all. 
The Naib of the j&an-of Khelat at present resides at Toprbiit. 


TOOMP. 


Toomp and Nassirabad are clusters of forts and villages closely 
resembling Kej, And situated ftirther west in the same valley. 
Toouip is about ^ m^es diata^ ^from K ej,.and with it are included 
Nassirabad and tie local Chiefs, the 

principal of m^bomp is Meer Moprad. Toomp is the last, 

of the towns in this valley under the Khar^^ Khelat. The next 
on the west side is 


MUND. 

A settlement of Rinds, who profess toj bo .independent, of tho^ 
Khan on the oho side, and Persia on the ither. Chief in Mekran 
Kddird^. 

PBESHEEN. 

r* * . - 

Further west is Peesheen, which is under Persian •^nfluenoe, 
information has been acquired r^arding this strict,A*^ 
trib^ called Burrees reside hei*e, which is of Oinanee desjO^t. ■ 
He Chiefs are Bplaydees. ' : • - • 


SERBAZ. - 

-Is also imder Chi^, who .apos 


..•i I 


.va.. 


j 9 


M ^ 


Diazuis 

• . 

Tills is an extensive and popufous district, situated eastward 
of BflEmpoor. The Chiefs hold under Persia now, though formerly 
practic^y independent. In 'this province are included many 
lesser districts, such as Jujc* f^ihl, Yerokshau, Bampusht, and 
others. It contains iijucli cultivated land, and .Kafilahs not unfre- 
quently visit Gwadur from Di/ssuk, bringing grain of good quality. 
The old Chief mentioned in Colonel Goldbmid‘8i‘epoi*ts is now dead, 
a son ruling iu his stead. Of the number of inliabitants, revenues, 
&c., no estimate is attempted, 


f^EH AND KirSHKBKUND. 


The&o districts, after <ihWlfi!QS and poliiioal fluctuations, 
are noAV governed by Meei» Abdoolati*!^'*"*^' ylian Government, 
Geh was once a place of much note iu Mckrau, and Iuaj boon sup¬ 
posed by some to hiuolbeen a oajntal and seat of Government. 
It seems probable it wa/so finder the Malckb, who are represented 
as having ruled them a'fcijulopendent I’rinccs. The Geh District is 
of wide extent, and shifted noi’t!i and of Chouliar. Kus- 
serkuud lies to the c_ast^)f Geh, and ib said to bo a fertile and 
pleasant place. No accq nit can at present be given 6f ilie number 
and composition of the p qiulalion of these district''. 

ijVr,flkran may be ^efibed as being laid out iu alternate hill and 

valley. Paralk'l ranges, more or less lofty, 
PhvMcnl features. > « . / , ^ 

traverse it irom east to west, and occupy a 

laj'ge portion of its surface. Themselves dry, barren, and repulsive 
in aspect, it is only in the valleys that interyenc that the settle¬ 
ments of men are to be met with. Pcpenuial htreams thoixs are 
none, at least in the vicinity of the coast. On the whole, a more 
barren, dry, and hideous region can scai'cely bo imagined. The 
hills and cliffs near the sea aa’e peculiarly formed, of a light coloured 
description of clay, usually veined, at intcn^als, with tlicir strata of 
gypsum, and cappoil with sandstone. In the latter upper crust 
are embedded inuumerablo fossil remains. Promontories of this 



, “ * 


connected with the ooittinent, in wAe* mstaiioee, 

Bandy istbnms^* The singular pfi^honytia of mud volcanoes are 
found at several pointy of the coasf between SdumeanCe and- 
Jaskk. The largest of these rises to a height oj 300 feet;" On 
ascending to the summit, a crater, about 20 yards in diam^t^/ 
is foi^d, filled with liquid mud,^ whicji at times bubbles up And 
overflows. It would appear that theSe craters have communica¬ 
tion with the Bea,^s the fltate of the tides has some influence on- the 
movements oi' the -mud. By natives tJie volcanoes are called 
*' Derya Chum/* signifying “ the eye of the sea;” 

The rcvers of Mekiun are, for months of the year, represented 

])y diy beds ; but after rains they rush down 
Hirers ■ impassable ton*ent-s. .TJi<? largest are —to give 

the names, they boar at their points of exit— 


The ningoL 
been traced Qjnd Jal 



dtatand its course has 
h bv Colonel Malcolm .Green as far as the 
sonthera part of tJie valley of Mislika. j^ad 
the same nver about three or four da^'sw march 1 ow<h‘, between 
Kolwah and Jaho. tJiLs point it ))ore the name of the Baho 
Klldt or river. In this manner ils vvliole course is pretty' well 
ascertained, « 


The Bussot —river in the Ormara l)istrict, flotvs from the 


Kolwah Hills. TJie ICAor the saiife. The traverses 

Kolanch. The Ihisht flows from the hillS east of Punjgoor^^j^ 
watering Samee, TCej, and the Diishf, flows into tlie sea in Gwettur 
Bay. 'l.'wo rivers flow thioiigh part of Baho, and join tlie sea at 
a point Gwettur Bay; one of them rises fax* north, ^nd passes 
through Kuaserkuad and Duslityaree, as the K6joo, The second' 
rises near Peeshcen, west of Ohoubar on the lUpch. ' Sttde^eh mi(]i 
the Benik aD, at times, considerable streams. 


geveraJ bays and creeks on the coast afford safe harbours ! for 

native craft. At Kuimub there is ah extensive 
Harbonre. remarkable creek vdthabar. Ortnark,' 


wadur, Jewnee, G;wettur, Ohoubar, have gpod ancliprag^S^ iHc 




inquiry WM madu oy Mid t}i<r Molts wszu puUislidd with the 
rommwfUfK^ iwoed on the 7th Jiuid*A;jI3M hppohictiaeQt of a oomm{uion 
to nittke further inquiry is not cootemptated. 

(e) The member evidently refers to*the Bastern Frontier Bifles, 
who are military ]K)Hce. Various alle^fiations were made against this 
force in Ghandpur and they are dealt with in the report referred it* in so 
id! as they have been brought to the noticeGovernment. 

(f) The force of the Gasiern Frontfist Bides now at phaudpxir were 
only letoined.there so long os it was necessary in the interests ui law end 
')rder. 


Revenue derived from gun-license fees. 

16. Babu 8UREIMIRA.>IARAYAM SiNHAi WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be please^ to state the 
amount of revenue derived from gun-license fees, and under what head 

ill tlie Pndget it is shown, and to what use it is being putP 

« 

TIiS tfon*ble Sir HENRY WHEEkesR. The revenue deiived from 
feeb foi licenses under the Arms ^t was— * 

Bs 5,678 in 1917., 

•Rs. 5,666-ia ill 1918. 

Bs. 20,115-12 in 1919. 

The figuios for 1920 are not available. The fees are paid in iiupiessed 
stamps and aie included in the receipts shown in the Budget under the 
principal head VII—Stamps—(A) Non-judicial. They are nni. devoted 
to any particular purpose, but form part of the general revenncs of 
Government. 


Influx ef tea garden eeolies into Bengal. 

• 

17- Babu dATINRRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Member hi charge of the Political Department be pleased to bay wheth(»r 
the Government thought it necessary to meet the situation created by the 
influx in May ^iiid June, 1921j of large numbers of indigent coolies and 
their families into diff^^cnt iiarts of B^ngtil 'from the tea gardons of 
Assam? 

(6) Are the Government aware of the p^lic feeling that exists that 
the continuance of a large floating pojrtilaliflii of unskilled and indigent 
persons in the pro^nce is a danger to the health and the economic condi- 
^tion of the |>eople of the province? , * * • 

(cl Wftl Nie Hort*ble the Member be pleased to state why the sending 
OH of the stranded coolies out of the nrovinoe at the rnaf! n4 


• {fl\ Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state tne measures 
taken for the relief, repatriation, housing, feeding and medical treatment 
of the masses of <‘.oolics that came into Bengal from Assam in May and 
•Iniie, lil21 ? ,' • 

(c) Has any attempt been made to ascertain whei-her the coolies were 
anxious to go away to tbeii* homes, how many had the means to travel and 
how many were, without such means? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: {a) The meinlwr is referred 
•to the communiquv of the 7th June lust, in which (lovcrnmtul’s attitude 
was clearly defined. 

{b) The danger refoirod to is obvious and Government made sanitary 
and medical arrangements to meet it. • • 

(c) The member is referred to the mentioned above. 

Prior to Juno 7th, these Lave hceii detailed in the commvigiiquv. 
Suhsequent to that dale necessary trains and steamers for the repatriation ^ 
of the coolies were provided from funds supplied by chaiitable^ organi¬ 
sations and individuals, Government arranging for food, shelter and any 
necessary medical attendance on the way. Only those certified fft for the 
journey were allowed to travel, the sic^ being detained at Ohandpnr for 
treatment under the arrungeinents de.sc.ribed* in tlie communique. 

(e) The reports agree that the coolies were not willing to return to 
th»' gardens. So far as is known, the majority did not confrilmte to- 
wsij-ds the eost of the journey'. 

Babu INDU BKUSHAN DUTTA: Will the Hon'hle Member be 
pleased to slate what was the approximate number of coolies that w<*rft 
repatriated from Asansol and N.-iihati at Government expense? 

f 

Ths Hon'biB Sir HENRY WHEELER: I could not off-hand give the 
number. Tt was the first batch that was r,epatriate(l by the llon’hle Mr. 
Sinha. T fancy that the number was about 600 or 700. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Kon’ble Memhei be 
pleased {o state tbe principle on which a different iation has been made 
as regards paying the cost of re]mtriatioii of coolies from Assinsol and 
Naihati as compared to those at Chandpur. • 

Tha Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: There are various resolutions 
on the suhjert tabled for disemssion. Perhaps it will be hetier to uait 
than to answer the snppleiyentary questions which are of an argumen¬ 
tative nature. 

Ejectment of coolies from Chandpur railway station. 




/ V ‘T»T*1S 




the Hallway Company or the local q^iciab made any aiTanpements as to 
the location or aceommodulion of the wolies, with a view to the proposed 
ejectment before the attempt with the aid of the military poli(5e on the 
20th May, 1921, to Jurn them out of the railway station at Chandpnr, and 
was the accommodation notified to the coolies before the ejectmpnt? 

(h) Was any estimate made before the railway station was cleared 
as to how many sick and emaciated persons and how many women and 
children were in the urow’d before the force was used to eject them from 
the railway station at Chandpnr on the 20th May, 1921. 

‘ (c) Did the coolies that were sought to be ejected from the Chandpnr 

railw'ay station An the night of the 20th May, 1921, show' any aggressive 
ov vit)lent attitude towards.the military police? ^ 

(d) Did the Government consider it necessary to award compensation 
to the coolies that w'ere burr by the military police at Chandpnr on the 
20(h M*ay. 1921 ? ‘ ' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) On the 10th May the 
(■ommis.sionor, in consultation with the Chairman of the muni¬ 
cipality, arranged for the coolies tQpccupy the football field, adjoining the 
station, and obtained the permission for the ground to be so 

used. Anangements were in jiand for putting up huts, but before they 
were erected the incidents of the 19tli and 20th May took place. 

(/;) Government are not aware that any such estimate was made. 

(c) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of iny report in the commu- 
vique of the 7th Tunc. 

(//) No. 

• 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Ts the Hon’blo Member a«vare that 
there W’us a great danger of the coolies getting wet in the open football 
field during the rainy month of. May? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: If it rained and there was no 
shelter that risk no doubt existed. 

Babu HIDU BHU8AN DUTTA: WiU the'Kon’ble Member be pleased 
to stiit“ if any im]uir>- was made as lo how many sick persons were left 
in the station shed after the coolie drive was ov^? If .so, with what 
resnlis ? • * • 

The PRESIDENT: I think siipidementa^y questions are not meant 
for cross-examinijig the Member in charge <ifter he has answered the 
({uestions. I therefore disallow this q.uestioit. 


Want of a platform on the Jangipur Road Station. 

19. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (r?) Will the Hon ble 



* 

say whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the fact of 
the great inconveniences which the people in general, and ladies, chil¬ 
dren, the sick, the infirm and old people in particular, have been ex¬ 
periencing, and are Iwing daily subjected to,'in getting into and* down 
from the railway trains at the .TangipurBoad Station*on theB. A. K. line, 
for want of a platform since the opening of the line by the East Indian 
Bail way Company ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
' any. Government propose to take in that direction; and, if *so, when? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadurs (a) The attention' of the Government has not been 
specially drawn to* the inconveniences ooipplained of at the Jangipiir 
Road Station on the Barharwa-Azimganj-Katwa line for want of a raised 
platform at that station; but in April, 1920, a memorial was addressed to 
His Excellency the Governor inviting his attention to the inconvenience 
sTiffered by passengers generally owing to the adoption of rail-l^el plat¬ 
forms at certain stations on lines worked under the East Indian Jlailway 

ft 

system. o ., 

(h) As the question concerns the working ^nd the internal economy of 
a railway, the administration is quite competent to deal with it. Govern- 
Bienl will, however, draw the attention of the Agent, East Indian Rail¬ 
way. to this matter. 


Relegation of duties of minor importance to sulHieputy collectors. 

20. >flaulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN:(a) Will the 
TTon’blc tie Member in charge of the Appointment Department l)e plensod 
to lay on the table any circular or letters that might have been issued 
within the last two years in which Government expressed their intention 
to relegate sub-deputy collectors, to duties of minor importance? 

(6) Pave the Government given effect to such circular or letters? 

(r) Will the Government be pleased to state specifically the duties 

which they consider to be minor and which the Bub*depuiy collectors will * 

be called upon to perform undei' the new rules ? 

. * 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER, (n) A copy of Goveniment 
resolution No. 1646 A. D., (Ihted the 2lHt June, 1920, is laid on the 
library table. • * * 

(A) In pursuance of the resolution I’cferred to above, Government 
lias ceased to Vest members of the subordinate service with first ejass* 
powers. Many of them are being employed in circle works. 


Non-v«ting sulMtaputy colleotore yvith flr$t class magisterial powers. 

2t. Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: (a) WiU the 

Hon^ble tlie Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to say if it is a fact*that sub-deputy collectors are no longer vested with 
powers of a magistrate of the first class ? 

(6) If so, what is the teason P 

(a) What is the bar against investing this class of magistrates with 
first class powers ? 

{d^ Has any such bar been laid down in the case of honorary 
magistrates? 

(e) Are the tlovernment aware that the order is considered by the 
sub-deputy collectors as a source of humiliation and that their general 
discontent has increase^ ? 

(/) Is it known to Government that the sub-deputy collectors, in 
tlieir representation, claimed equality with deputy collectors for doing not 
only first class case work, but doing other work which at one time or 
other, in one place or another, is done by deputy collectow ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHp.ELEft; («) Yes. 

(b) and (c> The member^is refelred to paragraph 2 of the Government 
resolution No. 1646 A. D., of ^le 2]8t June, 1920, in which the place of 
the subordihate service in the general administration was defined. In 
accordance with the policy therein laid down. Government have ceased 
to vest members of the subordinate service with first class powers. 

(d) No., 

(c) and (/) Government have received, from time to time, and have 
given due consideration to expressions of opinion . by members, of the 
service, regarding its status and its duties, so far as these are q^msistoiit 
with the objects for which the service has been instituted. 


Ferry-service on the Canges between Malda and Murshidabad districts. 

22. MauIvi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble tile Minister in charge of the Department of Public AVorks be 
pleased to state— 

(i) whether the portion of the river Ganges,'between the distnets 
« of Malda and*Mur8hidabad, is’a Government estate bearing a 
tauzi number; 

(«) whether any private party is allowed.to ply any ferry-service on 
this portion of the Ganges, not as a leasee but for his own profit 
as owner ? 

* (6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to Jay on the *table a 

statement of the current year’s intiome^rom each of the fep ics maintained 

Ktt 4-tiA /«ti tltaf Tw\rfiATi r\f +lio frfitflYA.R nnd stftts hoW tho . 


(c) Do the Oorommeut spend any portion of the income for the con¬ 
struction and repair of the approaches to those ferries? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement of the ferries in the district of Malda‘ taken Jby the Goyefnment 
Ji'ou private owners since the creation of the District Road Committee 
under the Cess Act of 1871 up to date and the annual income of each 
during the cturent year? 

(e) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
• fellies in the district of Malda are still Qovernment property, the incomes 
of which are appropriated as Provincial revenue? 

(/) How much of this income is spent for the approaches to those Gov¬ 
ernment ferries ? , 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB.ALt CHAUDHURIi 
Khan Bahadur: («) (t) An answer was given to this part < 4 ? the 
question at the Council meeting on Ist Ai)ril last. 

(») It is reported that within the Miirshidabad district there arc li 
ferry 8or\'ice8 maintained by private agencies, viz., the samind^s, who 
lease them out to the higli^st ’bidden' The lessees are the only ones 
allowed to ply these ferries. The zamlndars justify the le^T^ of the rent 
on the ground that this is not for the main channel of the river, but for 
the landing ghats which lie within their estates. 

(/>) Government do not possess any femes on the portion of tlie 
Ganges managed by the Magistrates of Malda and Murshidabad. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(rf) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) Six ferries. 

(/) As all the ferries uuder Government management in the district 
of Malda are on the main roads maintained either by district boards or 
municipalities no part of the income is spent on the approaches to the 
ferries. 

« 

Statement referred to in re^ly ko unetarred question No, 22 (d) 
showing the ferries acquired by Government in the district «/ Malda 

and the income derived from each in 1920-21, 


Me. 

Heme of ferry. 

Aondal 

lacoiM. 

BSMABta. 


\ 

Rs. 


1. 

Alai ... c ,,, 

... 1,020 


2. 

Bairgachi and Bainairdauga* 

' 825 


3. 

Bainuiigola ... 

.*• 50 



Duidrail 

... 826 


5. 

Jugadiabporo^ ... 

55 


6. 

Ehanpere ... , 

... 985 





Ko. 

9. 

KftBM Of tehji 

OobiDgliat 

• •• 

aaa 

Aooim] Bbhibci 

lOCOOlB. 

775 

10. 

Oebifiore 

••• 

• aa 

625 

n. 

Kuslirekhs ... ■ 

A 

••• 

aaa 

700 

12. 

Araidanga, ... 

• •• 

• aa 

300 

13. 

Mirjatpiir ... 

• •• 

aaa 

190 

U. 

Cliatore 

• •a 

aaa 

410 

Ifi. 

Itark' , ' 

• « 

••• 

aaa 

800 

16. 

Budhta 

• aa 

• va 

535 

17. 

Htdia .... 

aaa 

• aa 

400 

18. 

Debakipnr ... 

aaa 

aaa 

306 

19. 

Balopur ... 

aae 

aaa 

450 

20. 

Sadallapur 

aaa 

aaa 

495 

21. 

Madlmghat 

aaa 

• 1 

1,160 • 

22. 

Belwarigbat •... 

aaa 

aaa 

80 

23. 

Ekbarabod 

• aa 

• aa 

130 

24. 

Jaharpar dara 

• aa 

• aa 

150 

25. 

Pukbaria 

aaa 

aaa 

36 

2*6. 

Muchia ... 

aaa 

a •« 

600 

SMT. 

Keudua dara 

aaa ^ 

aaa 

205 

28. 

Balia Nawabganj 


aBb 

475 

29. 

Itakhoia ... * 

0 

aa 

aaa 

CO 

30. 

Rajapore Kbarbunk ^ 

aaa 

aaa 

40 

31. ■ 

' Ebulaha 

aaa 

aaa 

70 

32. 

Qoiiiastapiir ... 

aaa 

aaa 

2,600 

33. 

Makraiupur 

aaa 

• aa 

1,320 

.34. 

Charimirjapore 

aaa 

aaa 

1,270 

35. ■ 

Aibo ... 

aaa 

• aa 

1,500 

36. 

Jboughatta and Ramnagar 

• a* 

2,400 

37. 

Pocrgiingo 

• aa 


1,325 

38. 

Nurpore 

aaS 

■ aa 

125 • 

39. 

Old and New Nagbarta 

aaa 

aa# 

200 

40. 

Olioga 

aaa 

aaa 

13 

41. 

Turtipur Narninpur 

aaa 

aaa 

270 

42 

Hajmehal, Niirasarai and Fulbari. 

aaa 

5,600 

43. 

Nawabganj ... 

aaa 

aaa 

2,760 

44^ 

Sbyampur ... 

aaa 

A 

a 

aaa 

145 

45. 

Uangainatia ... 

aa# * 

aaa 

200 


. Pony allowance sanctioned to kanungoes. 

23. Kumar SHIBiBHEKHARESWAR RAY: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department ^f Kevenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whetlter the Government has lately sanctioned a 
scheme granting a pony allowance to* the kahungoes in tlie Settlement 


Department ? 

(6) If so, what is the nature of the scheme and the amdhnt inquired to 
give effect to it ? 


/ \ j 1 • 


I • 


» a 


• # IS 




*1 . 




{d) Ib it a fact that during the last twenty years of settlement opera- 
tionb, no necessity for the payment of such an allowance was feltf 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. . . 

(5) Sanction has been accorded to the grant with effect from the 1st 
March, 1921, of a pony allowance, of Rs. 20 per mensem to all settlement 
kanungoes who are required to do field and other touring work and actu¬ 
ally keep suitable-ponies, subject to a certificate to that effect being given 
by the Settlement OfEcers concerned. The grant, however, is liable to be 
withdrawn or modified if economic conditions improve or if conditions of 
service are changed. , 

The amount required to give effect to the scheme is about Rs. 50,000 
a year. 

(c) Provision was made under the head “Travelling allowance** of the 
budget; the budget was sanctioned. 

(d) No. 


Calcutta Police Courts. 

24. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DVTf Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Judiohil Departnient be pleased to place on 
the table a statement showing, year by ye&r, the total '^Receipts** in the 
Calcutta Police Courts, between 1913 and 1920, under the following 
heads;— 

(t) in court fee stamps; 

(it) fines; 

(Hi) copying and comparing fees; 

(tv) Other receipts credited to Government. 

(b) Will the Hun*ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
’statement showing, year by year:— , 

(1) recurring charges on— 

(t) salaries of Judicial Officers; 

’ (ft) establishment; 

(fit) contingencies; and . 

(fv) any other item; 

(2) non-recurring chorges-^ 

(f) ill the shape of additions aiyl alterations, electric fittings 
sanitary ijliimbing works in the Jorabagan, Kyd Street 
and Baiikshall Street Court buildings; 

(fi) in the shape of furniture and equipment of the two new 
* courts; ^ 

(Hi) anv other items; 


(c) .Will the "Hon^ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a- 
statement showing:— 

* (t) the ministerial and menial staff in the Calcutta Police Courts and 
the charges thereon; 

(u) the police estabUshment attached to the Calcutta Police Courts 
and the Charges thereon; 

(lit) the Public Prosecutor and his establishment nnd the charges 
thereon, in Calcutta* Police Courts (I’iTorthern and Southern 
Division Courts) in the year 1913, 1915, 1917 and 1920? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a* 
statement showing, year by year, the totals of the following cases, in the 
Calcutta Polled Courts, between 1913 and 1920;— 

(i) the total number of all cases (^^serious** as^ well as'‘petty’’); 

(it) the total of all “petty” cases; 

(Hi) the total of all “ serious” police cases; 

(li;) the total of all private cases which came up for trial after issue 
of process ? 

(e) \Vill the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, year by year, the total number of— 

(i) serious and 

(ii) petty cases 

actvally tried out (excluding Ihe cases dismissed, struck off, filed nr trans¬ 
ferred), by (1) each Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate, and by (2) nil 
Honorary Presidency Magistrates, in the Calcuttji Police Courts between 
1913 and 1920? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what sum is 
received as rent from the large goduwii which is attached to the Bankshall 
Street Police Court buildings ? ^ ’ 

The Hon'bis Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: (a) to (e) Statements furnishing 
the information asked for are laid on the table. 

(/) No rent is received. 

Statements referred to in the replies to unstarred question 
. No. 24 {a) to (e). 


• 

’ (•) rn 

OODTt-fM 
• ■tempt. 

(«) f«) 
Finn. 

<«) (ill) 
€^yinp tnd 
. compftrlng fnt. 

(«) O' 
other receipt 
toOonrD 


Bp. 

Ks. 

Bs. 

Hb, 

1913 

16,098 • 

1^69,426f 

4,418 

675 

19U 

18,523 

1,62,814 • 

6,964 

1 

1915 

... 17,166 

1,ft ,228 

5,052 

116 

191fi 

18,307 

1,44,573 

5,601 

116 

1917 

19,146 

2,11,S45 

2,152 

• 107 

1918 

16,663 

2,24.998 

•5.097 

249 


II 



(») 1 (0 

Bala rial ctf 

Judlolal oflloan* 

(») 1(11) 
tabliihmiMt. 

(h) 1 (lU) and (Ir) 
OontliiReiidea and any 
other Hon. 


Kb. 

Rfl. 

U8. 

1913 

... 62,437 

30,’669 

7,662 

1914 

... 68,701 

34,959 . 

12,237 

1915’ 

65,796 . 

35,464 

15,291 

1916 

37,430 

30,227 

15,996 

1917 

41,303 

28,409 

13,228 

1918 

62,328 

33,008 

14,624 

1919 

... 60,372 

33,009 

‘ 14,738 

1920 

59,045 

41,577 

16,603 


III. 


— 

• 

KYD BTIIBCT. 

1 Bankshill Stbvbt. 

JORXBAOAx Oounr. 

Keonr* 

ring 

chargea 

Non* 

reonrrinir 

cbarRvs 

/6)3(U). 

Any 

ntber 

ttuui 

(3) 2 (Ul). 

0)*(l). 

(»)»(«). 

(6) 3 (IU> 

(5) f (1). 

I 

: (5) 3 (10. 

1 r 

i 

(5)8(iU), 

i 

i 


• 

Bi. 

Ra. 


Us. 

Be. 

1 

1 1 

ne. 

Be. , 


1013-14 

1.311 

11.147 

aaa _ 1 

a 



788 

87,888 





• 


«< 

1 *** 




1014-lB 

303 

410 

aea 

8,761 

' 87,560 

aaa 

a 

118 

aaa 

aae 

l«tB-18 

690 1 

88 

aa* 

3.776 

415 

t 

a«o 

514 

480 

aae 

1B16.I7 ... 

9.87a j 

9,4M 

aaa 

8.838 

aaa 

aae 

1,514 

£uoo 

aaa 

1SIM8 

848 

404 

•aa 

1.041 

156 

a«a 

1.009 

1,BU6 

... 

lVIB-13 

3.111 

Ola 

• •a 

13,881 

1.337 

• aa 

6.480 

574 

aaa 

131M0 

D03 


aa* 

6,6M 

1.586 


1,889 

8^038 



.Vo<«.—Fxswnditare on fariiUare noil eqnipmeiit in nen-rcourrtni{. while expenditure for additions and alteratinus 
etc., h rerarrlDi^ So far foinitura and equipment arecotie ‘rne<l> the ahove tacindw only uew ezjwnditQrc; other 
exiMsiidltnte for theec are louladed in contiuRenoiei in the reply to (A) (i), (ill) and (iv). 


StaUmnti ashed for in c (t). 


DeelgnnUon. 

1913. 


IV. 

a 

Fay. 

Rs. 

AroriiRo. 

Rs. A, 

1 Registrar ... 

a*** 

aaa 

200—10—250 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

• •• 

• «aa 

125-6-150 

143 

*12 

3 luterpreterd 

• aa 

aaa 

100—5—125 

356 

4 

One personal allowance 

a aa 

aaa 

• 

aaa 

. 25 

0 

1 Interpreter 

• aa 

• aa 

75-^5—100 

93 

12 

1 Accountant 

aaa 

a e a 

TO 

o 

1 

4a 

1 

95 

0 

2 Record-Keeper and OanliitT 


aa* 

♦ lio—4—80 

150 

0 

1 let Clerk, Rnglisli office 

*... 

aaa 

70—2—80 

77 

8 

2 Clerka ... 

aaa 

4 

•a* 

60-2- 60 

115 

0 

10 „ 

aaa 

aaa 

40—2—50 

475 

0 

9 

aai 

aae 

3J»—2—40 

337 

8 

1 Clerk 

aaa 

aa# 

o 

1 

o 

I 

o 

40 

0 




















Doiigaittfox 


P*7- 

Avarsga. 

1915. 


Kb. 

Rs. 

A. 

1 Registrar •> ••• ... 

• 

a es 

200—10—250 

237 

8 

I'Interpreter ... .. ... 

ee« 

125—6—160 

143 

12 

3 Interpreters .«» 

see 

100—5—125 

356 

4 

One person.!! allowance ... 

• ee 

• ee 

25 

0 

1 Interpreter 


75--5_l0a 

93 

12 

1 Accountant ... ... 

• Si 

80—4—100 

96 

0 

2 Record-keeper and CaHUier ... 

• ee 

(iO—4—80 

150 

U 

1 lat Clerk} Knglisb o&iue 

ees 

7u—2—80 

77 

8 

2 Clerks 


50—2—60 

115 

0 

1 Caretaker allowaticf 

• • • 

••• 

20 r. 

0 

10 Clerks ... ... 


40—2—50 

475 

0 

9 }} ...' ... 

••• 

30—2—40 

- 300 

0 

2 „ • ... 

«#• 

40—0—0 

80 

0 

3 }} ... ... 


30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 Poddar ... ... 

• •• 

12—0—0 

12 

0 

Temporary for Northern and Southern Division dnd Bth Court 

Ua. Ue. A. 

For Norihtrn and SoullnBrn Ditmon. 

2 Head Clerk and Accountant * 

\ 

• • a 

80—0—0 

160 

0 

2 Clerks 

• as 

4')—0—0 

80 

0 

6 I# ... ... 

see 

30—0—0 

180 

0 

For Sth Court. 

• 

1 Interpreter 

«a* 

100—0—0 

100 

0 

1 Clerk ... 

see 

40—11—0 

40 

.0 

1 }} ... ... 


40 - 0—0 

40> 

0 

iTenialfl. 

3 Menials 

• •• 

10—0—0 

30 

0 

1 Menial 

««a 

9-0—0 

9 

0 

22 Menials ... 

• 

Temporary. 

a«* 

• 

8—0—0 

176 

.0 

8 Menials for NortTkern and 
IMvision. * • 

Southern 

• 

8—0—0 

• 

a 

64 

0 

2 MeniaU for Sth Court ... 

• ea 

8-0—0 

16 

0 

• 

a 

• 

Total 

3.143 

4 

Temporary. 

2 Accountants ... 

• •• 

80-^0 

160 

0 




Df«iKi>aMnn 


Pajt' ATenge. 


•• 

SfeMf'als. 

Rb. 

Rs. k 

3 Menials 


to—O t-0 

30 0 

1 Afenial 

■ •e 

9—0—0 

9 '0 

22 Menials 

• •• 

0—0 

17G 0 

• 

Temporary. 



9 Meninia 

• • • 

8—0—0 

72 0 



’ Total 

2,977 12 


3tli Court aboIiBheri. 

■ 



1917. 






1 Regiatrar 

• •• 

a a a 

200—10—250 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 


• ee 

125—5—150 

143 

12 

3 Interpretara ... 

• •• 

aee 

100—5—126 

356 

4 

1 Interpreter 

• ee 

• •a 

75—5—100 

93 

12 

I Accountant ... * 

««e 

0* ••• 

SO—4—100 

95 

0 

2 Keconl'keeper and Caaliier 

• as 

aaa • 

60—4—80 

150 

0 

1 let Clerk, English office 

• • • 

worn 

70—2—80 

77 

8 

2 Clerks ... 

• •• 

• a a 

50—2—60 

'll 5 

0 

1 Carcttiker allowance 


a •• 

20—0—0 

20 

0 

10 Clerks 

• «« 


40—2—50 

475 

0 

8 „ ... 

' « * 

• • 

30—2—40 

300 

0 

2 „ 

• •• 

• a a 

40—0—0 

HO 

0 

* 

3 • „ 

• •• 

• •e 

30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 i*8ddar 

«• » 

• aa 

12-0—0 

12 

0 

Temporary. 


• 




1 Head Clerk and Accoxintant 

• aa 

80—0—0 

80 

0 

1 Clerk 

a 

• •• 

aaa 

40—0—0 

40 

0 

3 Clerks 

« a* 

aae 

30—0—0 

90 

f 

0 

1920 

• 

• 




1 Registrar 

aaa 

a •« 

20(A-10—26Q 

2S7 

8 

1 Ist Interpreter ... * 

a • 

• a • 

a»e 

1^5—5—150 

143 12 

1 2nd 

• aa 

aaa 

100—5—125 

118 

12 

1 Interpreter ... ^ 

• •a 

aa« 

100—5—125 

II8 

12 

1 3rd Interpreter 


• •a 

80—4—100 

95 

0 

1 Head Clerk 

«■« 

a ea 

80—4—100 

95 

0 

1 i/nreiaker allowance 


•*e 

20—0—0 

20 

0 

1 Cashier »•> 


• •• 

00 

o 

1 

1 

1 

95 

0 




Iwifraiition. 



t»y« 

avsrsBe. 


1920. 



Us. 

•• 

Us. 

A. * 

1 Keoord'keeper 


••• 

tea 

60—4—80 

75 

0 

1. UeiieL Clerk 

• ea 

• 

■ as 

• aa 

60—4—80 

75 

0 

1 Accountant * 


saa 

a •• 

75—0—0 

75 

0 

4 Clerk a 

* 

• •• 

at# 

60—0—0 

241) 

0 

11 „ 

• •• 

aea 

aaa 

50—0—0 • 

550 

0 

10 

see 



40—0—0 

400 

0 

6 

• «• 

saa 

• •a 

30—0—0 

180 

0 

• 

4 I’roliatiunera 

e«e 

• a# 

• •• 

15—0—0 

60 

0 

2 Puddara 

•ee 

• a ♦ 

sea 

15—0—0 

30 

0 


Menials 
1 fteiiial 
18 Menials 


7 Menials 


Soutiu)rM Divieiun since abolished. 

• Menialt, 

1917. 

■ ... ... 10—0—0 30 0 

9—0—0 . 9 0 

8-0-0 144 0 

^ • 

^Tempofarff Mmiala 

... * ... 8 — 0—0 36 0 


Meniat$. 

1920. 


7 Menials ... 

8 1 , ••• 

15 .«• 


13—0—0 91 0 

12—0—0 96 0 

11 — 0—0 16 ^' 0 


' Total 


3,110 12 


Tear. 

1913 


1915 


Statement asked J[or in c (it). 

V. 

BHtobtUhin«n£ 

... 4 Inspoctora 
2 Sub-lnapectors 

5 Sergeants 

6 Head’coustables 
40 Constables • ee ^ 

I 

... 5 lospeotors ... 

4 Rab-In^pectors 
6 Sergeants 


Cost. 

Us. 

•o 

...! 

} 39,001 

-i . 

...J 

... j* • 
... y 51,900 




Teftr. 

1917 


1920 


SstabUahmenti 

4 luspectors 
4 Suh'Iiispeetorfi 

4 Sergeants 

5 Hcad-cunstables 

53 Constables ••• 

. 4 Inspectors •*. 

. 4 Sub'Iiispectors ... 

4 Sergeants 

6 Head-constables, Writer and Ordinary 

45 Constables ... ... ... j 


Cost 

Rs. 


-1 

... I 

... ^ 46,600 

...J 


••• 1 
I 

... J 


57,123 


Statement asked for in c («^*). 


VI. 


Year. 

Poblic Prow- 
eator’a eatery 
with carriage* 
ellowBDce. 

1 

j Fees paid to 

1 Pleadera for 

1 asdstiug Poblic 
Prosecotor ib 
ronduotlng' 
Crown cases. 

XstabUihmeQt 
of Poblic 
ProMootor. 

Obargea in 
typing SesrioiiB 
and other 
briefs by 
extra typist. ; 

4 

Total. 

J»I3 . ... 

1 t 

Ka. A. ?. 

IMOO 0 0 

; Bs. 

9.966 

* 

Be. 

9.136 

1 

lie. A. 

646 19 

Us. A. r. 

30,647 19 0 

iSIft . 

18.600 0 0 

9.686 

3,864 

fi09 7 

38.009 7 0 

1917 

18,600 0 0 

17,374 

I.864 

1,047 0 

• 40.886 0 0 

1920 sea ••• j 

a ! 

1U.S99 16 11* 

! 

4,898 

3.360 

i 

1,178 at 

19,786 8 11 


* SiiK« tbc rottremenC of ICr. J. T. Hume on 15th November IttS the Publlo Proeeeator ww remunetmted from 
tbet date op >u llth Ua; IMO bjr fe», and not by aalary. * 

t Ttie charges for typing SewiODS briela by extra typist has boon dlacontlnued sIdm the appoiototeot of a 
permauent clerx from 7tli January IMl. 


Statemetit asked for in d (t) to (ti;). 

VII. 


Tear. 

Total number of 
all oaseti (aerlous 
as well as 
petty.) 

■ 

Totnl of all potty 
cases. 

Totnl of aQ Mrivue 
polite CBS.t. 

e 

Total of all private 
oases which came 
for trial after 
iiouo of 
procesb 

1913 

96,713 

88,462 

4,578 

2,033 

1914 

79,518 

70,945 

4,269 

2,834 

1915 

... 75,446 

•67,164 

3,241 

3,437 


73,691 

(^6,363 

3,557 

2,183 

1917a 

84.917 

■ 76,886 

3,364 

4,070 

1918 

71,402 

63,796 

3,482 

2,636 












Statement asked for in e (0 (it) 

VIII. 




* OBIBf 
Doubt. 

SKD 

CoifhT. 

. 

anu 

COOHT. 

4TU 

OOUKT. 

5TB 

UOUKT. 

t 

1 • 

STJKIAii 

OOUHT. 

BROtS- 

TBaH. 

i 

B«K0H 

COUHT. 

1 

Tear. 


i- 

1 

1 

! w 

1 

1 

i 

s 

e 

T 

£ 

lA 

1 

3 

•5 

1 


« 

1 

1 

S 

£ 

• 

w 

9 

n 

& 

• 

* 

£ 

Serloui. 

• 

* 

0. 

ISIS 


3.489 

• 

1.883 

1.440 

1.806 

1.097 

10,30o' 

980 

8 

I.8p3 

8,384 

••• 

1 

63,747 

638 

! N005 

i»l4 


i.sos 

87 

1.809 

10^194 

916 

3,060 

1.091 

1.658 

1.517 

15,391 


18.430 j 

1 3,891 

33,873 

19J3 


uses 

83 

4.987 

8,387 

843 

809 

1,571 

374 ! 

1 

034 

1,010 

««• 

34,1.19 1 

! 3.333 ! 

33,583 

I91« 

#■» 

1.969 

SOI 

3,308 

1.171 

osef 

’si : 

1,375 

3,410 

89 

113 


1 

j 

1.843 

84.981 

1»17 


S.00S 


8.893 

•*« 

3.813 

87139 

069 

R.I3U 

408 

••• 1 

... 

18,378 { 

1.336 

48,098 

1918 


1,830 

7 

l,»»9 

83 

. 808 

0,03.1 

1.317 

1.050 

IBl 

••• 

88 

7,378 ! 

1 

' 1,743 

i 

47,349 

1919 

••• 

1.3.17 


3.383 

••a 

I.OOS 

, 8.706 

1.817 

1,870 

•M 

*** 

•a* 

5.740 1 

3,879 

57.347 

1930 

M* 

1 

j 

l.m 

... 

3.039 

139 

1.131 

1B7 

1 

9^1 

193 

... 

*«• 


1,835 

■ ^ 

3,469 

71,907 


Expenditure on the working of the *Chdustries and Munitions Departments. 

25. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’hle the 
Mininter in charge of the Department of Agricnlture and Industries be 
pleased to slate— 

(i) the actual amount of money spent on the Depailineiil of Indus¬ 

tries, year by year, since its establishment; 

(ii) the nature of the work done by this department as distinct 

fmm the work done by the Munitions Department; and 
(Hi) if th<^ work done by the two departments cannot be separately 
enumerated, what was the total expenditure < u the working 
of the two departmhutH jointly, year by year? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 


Khan Bahadur: — 


Year. • 

Expenditure. 

• 

Ks. 

1917-lS (from iJ9th Octolior 1917) 

44,740 

1918-19 * ... 

... 87,787 

1919-2(1 . ... ... . 

... 1,50,461 

1920-21 ... ... *. 

* 

.. 2.70,415 

Total 

... 5,50.409 

• 


(«) In matters relating to the injluvstrial developme^nt of the pro- 
















The,latter officer was interested in developing Indian industries, with. 
8i)ecial reference to the needs created by the war, and the office of the 
Director of Industries was combined with it and placed under one 
officer. The nature of the work done by the joint ^officer, rn matters 
affecting the industries of the province, for the period betv'een Octo¬ 
ber 1917 to December 1919 will be found in the copy of the Administra¬ 
tion Report of fliis Department laid on. the library table. 

(Hi) A statomeut of expenditure of the Munitions Offices in Cal¬ 
cutta is shown below:— 


Year. 


fixpeiidtliire. 




Its. 

A. 

V. 

1916-17 


1,050 

10 

3 

3917-18 ‘ 


1,31,925 

9 

6 

1918-19 


. 3,62.100 

0 

5 

1919-20 


2,71.711 

0 

1 

1920-21 


1,05,558 

15 

0 


Total 

... 8,72,346 

3 

8 


Teachers in primary schools for girls in 'certain subdivisions of 

Mymensingh. 

26a Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon*ble the Minister in cluirge 
of the Department of Education he pleased to lay on the table a state¬ 
ment showing separately for each subdivision the number* of lower 
primary and upi)er primary schools for girls during the years 1914— 
1920 in the subdivisions of Mymensingh, Netrakona and Kishorgunj, 
the numbdr of pupils, the annual expendittire, and the qualification and 
sex of the teachers of these schools P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is a general demand 
for women teachers for these schools? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble the Minister he pleased to say what stei>s the 

Goyernmient intend to take to encourage the employment of women 
teachers in these schools ? * 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A st^emeut is laid on the 
table. . ‘ 

(6) Tes. 

‘ (c) Qualified women teachers are employed where aiTangemeuts for 
Ibeir accommodation can be'^madq, provided candidates are forthcoming 
and committees are prepared to pay their share of the cost in ac5Cord- 
ance with the Grant-in-aid iTiles. For various reasons a rapid increase 
in the number of qualified women teachers cannot be &nticii>atod. The ' 
supply being largely limited by sqpial factors, change ran only come 
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Government pleader and public prosecu^ of Noafchali. 

o 

27a Munshi'MAKRAMALI a (a) Will the Hon’He the Member in 
•charge of the Judicial Depf^Hment be pleased to say whether it is u fact 
that the post of the Gorernmeift pleader aofV public prosecutor of 
Noakhaii will shortly fall vacant?’ 

(ft) If so, are the Government conaideniig the desirability of appoint¬ 
ing one person as Goveniinent pleader and another as public prosecutor® 






























(<2) Is it a fact iKat Ehan Bahadur Maulvi Bazlar Rahim and Bahu 
Bankim Chandra Bose, the two former Government pleaders and public 
prosecutors of .Voakhali, met with sad and untimelv deaths on account 
of overwork P • 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of ax>pointin^ a 
civil lawyer as Government pleader, and, also, another as public prose¬ 
cutor, from among the members of the local Bar? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR>RAHIM: (a) The post fell "scant on the 
7th June and Babu Jashoda Kumar Ghosh, pleader, Noakholi, was 
appointed thereto on probation for a period of one year in Government 
order No. 1930 J., dated the 27th‘May, 1921. 

(6) No. There is no ‘proposal from the local officers that there 
should he two separate daw-officers. 

(o) No. There has been rather a decrease sinc« 191S. 

(d) No. 

(e) No. 

Cadre of Bengal Civil C^rvice (Executive Branch). 

e 

28. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MADA88UR HUSSAIN: (a) WiU the 

llon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department he 
pleased to say whether it is a fact that it is in the contemplation 
of Government to increase shortly the cadre of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive Branch) ? 

(&) If so, has any definite scheme been formulated to give effect 
to the proposal ? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have given effect to the opinion of the Divisional Com¬ 
missioners and Heads of Dci>artmenis in the revision of the cadre to • 
avoid in the future the employment of officers of the junior service on 
duties more properly belonging to the .major service, as laid down in 

the Government resolution No. 1G46 A.D., dated the 21st June, 1920? 

• 

(d) If &ny increase in the strength of the Bengal Civil Service is 
effected, is it in the contemplation -of Government to fill up all such 
vacancies from the ranks of the subordinate service, as claimed by the 
lumbers in paragraph 2, page 7 of their memorial? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The quesKun of the ade-. 

quacy of the present cadre is now under th^q consideration of Govern¬ 
ment. Answers to (6), (c) and (d) must await the decision aiTived at 

♦ 

thereon. 


meome derived from the levy of^toll in the Bhagirathi river. 





whether the income derived from the levy of toll fees in the river 
Bhagirathi is'getting less and less every year or not?' 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to lay on the table a 
comparative statement showing the annual indome from the above source 
for the last ten years ? • 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANS (a) The navigation toll receipts of the river BUagiruthi 
in charge of the Nadia Rivers Division have declined during the last ten 
years, as a result of development of railways on both banks. 

(^) A statement showing the annual receipts from tolls in the Bhagi- 
rathi river for the last ten years is laid on the table- 


Statement shoiving the annual receipts of toll feesnn the river Bhagirathi 
referred to in reply to unstarred question No, 29 (ft). 
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Abolition of the office of the Additional Legal Remembrancer. 

30. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Mon^ble 
.the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say why 
the same coum of action, as has been followed in the case of the Direc¬ 
tor of Public Information, has not been followed in the case of the 
abolition of the post of Additional liOgal Remembrancer and his staff? 

.(6) Will tho Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Additional Legal Remembrancer and his staff were consulted before 
taking this step in order to ascertain whether- they had anything to 
say on the matter, as also to judge whether they or any of them were 
likely to suffer in any way by the sudden abolition of the Department 
before the stipulated date?. 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member he pleased to state whether the 
Government propose to compensate those who have been jmt to pecuniary 
loss in consequence of the abolition of the Department before the time 
guaranteed by them ?, • 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) The Director of Infonna- 

i* _ _ L ____1_. Il T 1* • 1 -r^ _ 







immediately on the conclusion of the period covered by the terms of his 
agreement with Government. 

Ketention of the Additional Legal Itemembrancer and his staff was 
permitted by the Government of India, subject to the sanction of the 
Secretary of State for India which did not arrive before the posts were 
abolished in accordance with the vote of the Legislative Council. The 
two cases were therefore different and could not be treated alike. 

(&) The ^gislative Council refused to vote for the demand for the 
grant provided in the ciirrent year’s budget for the Additional Legal 
Itemembrancer and bis staff. For this decision the member who has 
asked this question together with those who voted with him against the 
demand, are responsible; an*d it was for them to cuii.suler the possible 
effects of their action before-recording their votes. It is not correct to 
say, as is assumed in the question, that there was any stipulation that 
the Department should continue for any particular period. 

(c) No. The necessary notice of one month was given to the Addi¬ 
tional Legal Remembrancer and his staff. It is nof correct, as is 
‘assumed in the question, that the Department was guaranteed to be 
continued for any specific jjeriod."* 

Sub-Jafl olerks. 

31. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon hle 

the Membef in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state what steps, if any. Government are taking on the several memo¬ 
rials submitted to them by the' sub-jail clerks ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the suh-jail clerks have been working on the 
same pay since 1909, and that no increment whatever has been granted 
to them? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM:. (fz) The report of the committee 
appointed to idvice Government on the revision of the pay of ministerial 
officers is now. under consideration. 

No separate action is being taken on the memorials. 

(6) No. They have been in receipt of ad^interim allowances. 

♦ ' 

Wages of tea garden coolies. 

32. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce ^be pleased to 
titate whether the Government are taking any steps to fix the daily 
wages of the coolies working in the^tea gardens of Bengal. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 



Improvements in the salaries of the staffs of Victoria and Dow Hill 

Schools, Kurseong. 

33> Mr, H. A. STARKS Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of 
Euroi)eart Educalion be pleased to say whether the Government are con¬ 
sidering the desirability of giving effect to the proposed improvements 
in the salaries of the staffs of Victoria and Dow Hill Schools^ Kurseong, 
and for which special grants have been voted, at least so far as the pre¬ 
sent teachers are concerned, within the current financial*year? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The answer is in the 
affirmative: it is hoped that orders will issue shortly. 


Bull! bil sohemo, 

34. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the HonUde 
the Member in, charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
refer to my unstarred question No. 65 for the meeting ^ the Ist 
April, 1921, and state whether the Bulli hit scheme as prepared, will 
be published for public information after the scrutiny and revision by 
the department mentioned in reply theveto? 

(h) Has any representation reached the Government with reference 
to the said scheme, stating what kind of canal is necessary for and 
desired by the iwojde of the locality? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) It is not the intention of Government to publish the 
scheme for public information after it has been revised by the Depart¬ 
ment. 

(6) A reprt*sentation froiri the Sibhali-Sangramiroie Union Com¬ 
mittee has been received on this subject which will be duly considered 
by the Department. 

Baraset-Basfrhat Light Railway. 

35. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) -Have the com¬ 
plaints attracted the notice of the Government^ 

(t) that passengers on the Baraseb-Basirhat Light Railway suffer 
•much from want of accommodation: 

(ti) that trains, especially the night train, run -^ery late on that 
^ liae, causing much inconvenience to the passengers; and 

(m) that the seats and cushions in the first class compartments are 
in an extremely bad cendition? 

/h\ Will _. ... 



last to my unstarsed question No. 103 and state whether the Oovem- 
ment are considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the 
management of the said light railway to these complaints and of 
requesting them to take adequate steps to prevent the recurrence of 
such accidents in the future F 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALi CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a)j (t), (n) and (tu) No complaints in regard to the 
three specific pc»ints mentioned in the question have reached Govern- 
ment. 

(h) The question of the defective lighting of carriages in the even¬ 
ing trains running on the Baraset-Basirhat Light llailway referred to 
in unsiarred question No. 103 imt hy the member at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council on the dst April, 1921, has been taken up with the 
administration of the railway, and the matter is at preseiit under inquiry 
with a view to improving the lighting arrangements of the evening 
trains. 

The statistics of accidents will be brought to the notice of the 
management, and they will be requested to take early and adequate 

ste]>s to reduce the possibility of accidents to a mininuim in future. 

* • 

tfakargan] Maghs. 

36. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hoii’ble the Member in charge of the Dejmrtment of Bevenue (Land 
Uevenue) bo pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Maghs or tho 
Arakaneso uf the Bakarganj Sundarbaus were the pioneers in the work 
of reclamation of the Bakarganj Suudarbans, since pre-British days? 

(6) Is it a fact that they were induced or attracted to settle and 
stay on, by being given permanent rights in the lands they reclaimed 
both in Government khas mahah as well as under private talukdarsF 

(c) Is it a fact that after the passing of Bengal Act U of 1918 those 
Maghs have been declared to be aborigines,” and have thus been 
deprived of their rights of free transferability of tlieir holdings and 
tenures and that restraints have been put upon such rights? 

(d) Is it a fact that such rights were recognised, and recorded in the 
course of the last settfement operations? 

(e) Are the Government aware that a great deal of feeling of unrest 
haxS been created among the Magh population? 

(/) Is it a fact that they approached tjie Bengal Provincial Con¬ 
ference at its last session at Barisal, with a view* to join the non-o 
operation movement, in the event of Iheir grievances on this score T»o\ 
being removed ? * , 



came trom Arrakan at the end oi the 18th centuryi reclaimed the 
llabnabad islands and then spiead over the Sundarhuiis; also that they 
ni‘e excellent reclaimers of forest, hut are somewhat indifferent as per¬ 
manent raiyats, partly because they have a rooted objection to paying 
rent. ^ , 

(b) No infoimation to this effect is available. 

(c) Yes, within the police-stations of Amtoli, Galachipa and 
Barguna. 

(<f) Kuiyati holdings in Government estates were entered as ** trans¬ 
ferable.” 

(e) No. There is no unrest; the Maghs dislike the restriction pro¬ 
vided by Bengal Act, II of 1918, on the transfer of their holdings, 
ihouglL without it, it is reported that they would soon be expropriated. 

(/) A few Maghs were induced to attend the. last Bengal Provincial 
Conference at Barisal in the exiiectation of seeing and hearing Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi, who was alleged to be the incarnation of Buddha. It 
doe.s not appear that they had any intention of joining the non-co-opera¬ 
tion movement.' 


Shooting incident at Kallghat Tram Depdt, 

37. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASH: (a) Will the ITon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Beiiaitnieut be pleased to say whether 
the inquiry into the shootitig and killing of a passer-hy by a policeman 
at the Kalighat Tramway Uep6t has concluded? 

(h) If so, when do the Government propose to publish the pioceed- 
ings and the result of the inquiry? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state whether any 
action is intended to be taken in the matter of regulating the use of 
firearms by the police? . 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (h) The report of 
the Additional District Magistrate and the resolution of Government 
thereon were published in the Calcutta Gazette of tlie 22nd June. 

(c) No further action is intended as instructions regulating the Uvse 
of firearms by the i>olice are already in existence. A resume of those 
instructions is contained in the answer given .to unstaired question 

No. 25 at the Council meeting of the 14th March, 1921. 

* 

• . 

Establishment of a technical ^hool in Calcutta. 

38. Babu-JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased' 



The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs The site for the school in Corporation Street is now b^ing 
acquired and it is expected that building operations will shortly coni> 
menoe. The Governintr Body for the school has recently been appointed 
by Government. 

« 

Alleged ill-treatment of a poor female phthisis patient at the Medical 

College Hospital. 

39. Rai ^ADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Has the Hon*ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self^GoTernment inquired 
into the grievance of Dr. Samanta, M.n., complaining about the discharge 
of, and treatment towards, a helpless and poor female patient, who was 
suffering from phthisis and subsequently contracted cbicken-pox at the 
Medical College Hospital? _ 

(5) Does the Hon’hle the Minister contemplate taking any steps to 
remedy such an undesirable state of things obtaining in the Calcutta 
Medical College? 

(r) ^aye the Government taken any notice of the conduct of the 
nurse and the Hospital Superintendent in connection with this matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (b) and (r) 

The member is referred to the answer given to his starred question No. II. 

Report in connection with the firing at Kalighat. 

40. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether they have received any report from the Special Inquiry Officer 
in connection with the firing at Kalighat during the recent tramway 
strike P 

(h) If so, will the Membef in charge be pleased to place the same’ 
on the table? 

(c) What steps have Government taken or what steps do they pro¬ 
pose to take in regard to this matter? 

(d) Is it the intention of Government to publish the report ? 

(e) Have the Goveunment come to any decision as to whether the 
shooting was justified?^ 

« 

(/) If not, how have they dealt with the officers concerned 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER:' Attention is invited to the 
reply to starred question No. VI. • 

Silting up of river Chandana in Coalundot 


the river Chandana in the eubdivision of Goalundo, district Faridpnr, is 
silted tip ? 

. (6) Will the Hon'ble the Member bo pleased to state whether there 
have been any projects, before the Government during the last 25 years 
to dredge the silted portion so as to make the river, navigable?* 

(c) If so, what has been the decision of Government on those pro¬ 
jects ? 

(d) If no projects have been submitted, are the Government con¬ 
sidering the desirability of drawing up an estimate for dredging opera¬ 
tions of the silted portions of the river at an early date? ' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURD- 
WAN: (a) It is known that the Chandana river has silted up during the 
last century. 

(h) No projects for its silt clearance have bden made out during the 
last 25 years. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) Government are unable to make any survey at present owing to 
the paucity of men in the department and, in consequence, caifnot state 
when the project could be examined for purposes of framing estimates, etc 

Inspector of Judicial Offlces. 

42. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIMS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the post of Inspector of Judicial Offices shown in page 
183 of the quarterly Civil List is a permanent post or a tem¬ 
porary one; 

(it) if it be temporary, why is it shown as vacant in the Civil List, 

(Hi) if it be permanent, bow long has the vacancy in the post con¬ 
tinued; and 

(i-v) when is it likely to be filled up? 

(5) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the 
claims of the members of the Bengal Civil Sendee (Judicial) into con¬ 
sideration at the time of filling up the appointment ? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABb-UR-RAHIM: (a) (»), (ii), {Hi) and (»i>) The 

post was created on grounds-largely personal to Mr. Watson, who is con¬ 
sidered to he an expert in office methods. He went on long leave with 
effect from the 25th March, 1918, and the post was left vacant temporarily 
pending his return from leave, as no suitable officer was available It) 
officiate in his place. ^ Mr. Watson vacated the post permanently on his 



correapondence with the Goyemment of India regarding the further 
retention of the poat. This is the reason the post is shown yacant in the 
Civil List. 

(h) Does not arise at present. 

Suspension of work for “ Juma ” prayer. 

43. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon^hle the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whethel' effect is being given to the resolution passed in the last 

session about suspension of work in courts and offices for 
hours for Juma prayer each Friday; and 

Hi) if not, from when such effect is proposed to be given, and the 
reason for the delay in giving effect to it ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (i) Yes; a copy of the Goyern- 
ment order is laid on the library table. The High Court will be addressed 
when the printed proceedings of the Legislative Council on this subject 
are available. 

(ii) Does not arise. • 

Grievances*of the sub-jail clerks. 

44. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
ifbe Member in charge of the Department of Bevenne (Jails) aware 
of the following alleged grievance of the sub-jail clerks, viz., that they 
are not promoted to the post of assistant jailor, though experienced in 
jail duties and equally qualified? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising 
their scale of pay ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) Yes. The points 

were raised in the memorial which, they submitted to Government. 

Government is considering the report of the committee appointed to 

advise on the revision of the pay of ministerial officers in Bengal. 

• 

Offer of houses for hourts and quarters of Munsifs at GopalganJ. 

45. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble tbe Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state whether any 
offer of houses for courts and quarters of Munsifs has been made by the 
public of Gopalganj P 

^ (b) Is it in the contemplation of tbe Government to accept tjie offer? 


courts and residences for Munsifs at Gopalganj and tliey have been asked 
to.submit definite proposals through the District Judge. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer given to (h) of the ques* 
tion asked by him at the meeting of the let April, 1921, regarding the 
removal of the munsifi from Bhanga. • , 

Jailors and Jail superintendents. 

46. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails! be pleased tq 
state whether, as recommended by the Jail Cozhmittee of 1919*20, Govern¬ 
ment are considering the desirability of appointing wholetime superin¬ 
tendents for large district jails and for central jails (vide paragraphs 31, 
32 and 33 of the report) ? 

(b) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
recruit whole-time superintendents for district jails from the ranks of 
jailors F 

(e) In regard to the recommendations contained in paragraph 52 of 
the report— , 

({) what steps are being taken by the Government to raise the pay 
and status of jailors; » 

(n) whether Government are prepared to give immediate effect to 
the recommendations of the committee, so far as tliey lay down 
that ** in future all jailors should be gazetted officers. This 
is important as giving them social and official statfis 
entitling them to a seat in a collector’s durbar on official 
occasions and generally placing them in the position which 
their undoubted responsibilities demand **; and 

(Hi) whether the appointment of deputy jailors and the clerical 
staff is in contemplation, as recconimeuded in paragraphs 42 
and 44 of the report P 

Th 0 Hon’biB Sir ABD"UR*RAHIMs The recommendations of the 
Jail Committee are under the consideration of Government. 

“ Ramzan ** and Muslim convicts. 

a 

47. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN; (a),Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
atate what facilities are at .present afforded to Muslim convicts in jails 
to enable them to observe4he fast during the month of Ramzan? 

(b) In case no facilities are afforded, are the Government consider¬ 
ing it advisatle to issue instructions that during the month of Ramzan 
Muslim^;o^^victs be qllowed facilities to enable them to take their meals 


(c) Are the (>(f7ernment alao conaideriog the desirability of issuing 
instruction to put lighter tasks on Muslim conTicts during the month .of 

The Hon*bl6 Sir ABD-gR-RAHIM: (a) Muhammadan prisoners 
wishing to observe the fast during the mouth of Bximzan are generally 
allowed to do so and are given two rations at night. 

(b) This question does not arise. 

(c) The Indian Jail Committee have in their report observed that 
they could not*recommend any relaxation of labour to the prisoners 
during Ramzan, as such a concession in jail would be to put them in a 
better position than the honest poor outside. Government, however, 
are considering the question. 


• ^ 

Selection of successor to present Superintendent of Sericulture and 
certain works of the Department of Sericulture. 

4S. Rai Sahib NILMANI GHATAK; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister In charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether any selection has b^n made of the successor to 
the present Superintendent of Sericulture, Bengal, who is about to retire 
in view of the suggestions made in the meeting of the Bengal Silk Com¬ 
mittee held on the 19th September, 1919 P 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister state the name of the per¬ 
son selected, as also bis qualifications P 

(c) Has 'the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, made any suggestions 
as regards the selection, and will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to 
lay on the table bis recommendationsP 

(d) What are the results obtained from the sericulture researchc.s 
made by the depai'tnrientP What is the income derived from these, and 
what has been the expenditure incurred ? 

(e) Is any one of the sericultural staff given a practical training in 
the management of the silk-worm seed-rearing nurseries in the province? 

The Hon’ble the NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALl CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) The suggestions made in the meeting of the Bengal Silk 
Committee held on the X9th September, 1919, relate to the appointment 
of a Deputy Director of Sericulture, and it is presumed that the question 
refers to this post.. Rai Sahib Apurba Kumar Ghose, Superintendent 
of Sericulture officiated as Deputy Director ®f Sericulture from the 1st 
April, 1921, till his retirement on the Brd June, 1921. The question of 
appointing a permanent incumbent to the post has been referred through 
the Government of India to the Secretary of Stat^. In the nfeantime 



(h) and (c) As the matter has been referred to the Secretary of State, 
'this Goyernment are not at present in a position to give any further infor¬ 
mation on the subject. 

(d) For the result so far achieved, the number is referred to the 
report of the Agriculture Department for 1919-20. .The amount'spent up 
to Mar(?h, 1931, on sericultural researches, was Rs. 2,32,549 and the 
receipts amounted to Rs. 6,549. The total expenditure and receipts of 
the Sericultural Department amounted to Bs. 12,10,176 and Bs. 3,59,447, 
respectively. 

(c) All the oiBcers of the Sericultural Department, except the Super¬ 
intendent in charge of sericultural research, receive practical training 
in the management of the seed-rearing nurseries. 

Rai Sahib NILMANI GHATAK: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and^ Industries kindly state 
whether he has received any information from the Collector of Murshi- 
dahad, since these questions were put, about the research made in the 
Berhanipur Central Nursery? 

The Hon’blethe Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: No. 

Water-hyacinth committee. 

t* 

49. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon^ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state when the water-hyacinth coinmlitee will he formed? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to resolution No. 2221 Agri., 
dated the 20th June, 1921, published in Part I, page 1026, of the Calcvtf-a 
Gazette of the 22nd idem. 

Privilege leave to members of the Bengal Civil (Judicial) Service. 

50. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Kon hic 

the Member in charge of thv- Judicial Department be pleased to state when 
they intend to make provision for privilege leave on full pay for members 
of the Judicial Branch of the Bengal Civil Servite P 

(h) For what period, will such leave be allowed? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether thpy are con- 
* sidering the desimbility of granting extension to those gazetted oilicers 
who are both physically and man^tally fit to do their duties? 

The Honjble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (6) The matter is still 

under the consideration of the Government of India. • 








required to retire and should not he retained in service^ except where 
unquestionable public grounds exist and there is no doubt as to the 
physical fitness of the officer,” and the Government do not propose to 
reopen the question.* 

» 

Steps to enlighten cultivators on the results of the experimental farms. 

51. BabU JOGENDRA NATH ROY : Will the Hon’blo the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken by the Government to enlighten the 
cultivators on the results obtained in the Government experimental 
farms? 

• 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the replies given to unstarred 
questions 54 (6) and (c) and 34 (c) asked hy Bahu Sarat Chandra Chakra- 
varty and Bahu Fanindralal De in the Council meetings of 4th August, 
1920, and 14th March, 1921, respectively. 

e 

Board of Agriculture or a Board of the Agricultural Department in 

* Bengal. 

52. Babu IHDU BHUSHAN Dl/TTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to state whether there is a Board of Agriculture or a Board of 
the Agricultural Department in Bengal P 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) he in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the functions of the Board and 
who are its members? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) There is a ^oard of the Agricultural Department in 
Bengal. 

(h) The functions of the Board are to advise Government on matters 
referred to them for opinion or on any other ISatters which the President 
may consider suitable for discussion.' The following are its members:— 

(1) Director of Agriculture, Bengal, President. 

(2) The Deputy Directors of Agriculture, Bengal. 

(3) The Agricultural Experts in Bengal. 

(4) Veterinary Adviser to the Governiqpnt of Bengal. 

I* 

Resignation tendered by sub^leputy collectors. 

53. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MADA88~UR HU88AIN: (a) A^ill the 
Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department ho 



• (A) What are their names, the period of their service, and the grades 
they occupied before resignation P 

(r) Is it a fact that very recently a Muhammadan sub-deputy 
collector posted at Ghatal, in the district of Midnapore, has tendered his 
resignation ? 

(d) Will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
the letter of resignation, if any, which the officer might have tendered? 

(e) Has the resignation been accepted? 

The Hon'bla Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) Four. 

(b) (i) Manindra Lai Banarji—7 years; sub. pro tern. 4th grade, 
(n) Sudhir Kumar Gupta—4 months; probationer. (Hi) Satish 

Chandra Gupta—10 years 2 months: 3rd grade, (tv) Khalilur Kahaman 
Khan—5 years 2 months; 4th grade. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Government are not prepared to lay on the table the letter in 
question. This officer complained of the conditions of service and did 
not wish to continue in Government employ. 

(e) Yes. 


Lioonses for flroorms. 

54i Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department kindly state the number of applica¬ 
tions for firearms made by the people of Bengal and the number of such 
licenses issued by the Government, district by district, and year by 
year, for the last ten years? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The figures are being 
obtained and will be laid .on the table at a subsequent meeting. 

Chandpur outrage and alleged irregularities of certain officials. 

55. Babu AMULYA DHOllE ADDY: Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department been drawn 
to the report of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta on the Chandpur outrage 
and, if so, will he kindly state— • 

(t) what steps have been taken to ascertain and remove the alleged 
grievances of the coolies of the tea gardens of Assam, and 

(ii) what steps have been, or are being, taken* on the alleged iire¬ 
gularities of MV. W^ves, the District Magistrate, Mr. K. C. 
De, the Commissioned, Chittagong Division, and Mr. Mac- 
Pherson, the alleged representative of the Tea Association? 

Tho*Hoii'ble 8ir*HENRY WHEELER: Yes. 

(i) The question of ^uch an 'investigation is one for the Govern- 


(it) Assuminjf the question to be an inquiry whether Government 
have censured or punished the two officers named in respect of the 
incidents at Ohandpur on the 19th and 20th May, the answer is in the 
negative. Mr. Macrher8on*i8 not subject to the orders of this Govern¬ 
ment. 

Bflbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs Has the attention of the Govei‘n- 
ment been drawn to the description of an interview between Babu 
Akhil Ohandra^Datta and Messrs. Ho and Wares as publislied in the 
press ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs The member is repeating 
the question. We have seeq the description of the interview. 

The PRESIDENTS I.disallow the question. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; WiU the Hon’ble Member bo 
please<l to state whether any attempt has been made by Government 
to find out if the description of the interview is true or not? 

The PtiESIOENT: The member is again cross-examining. I there¬ 
fore disallow it. 

Bebtl AMULYA DHONE ^ADDYs Will the Hon*blo Member bo 
pleased to state whether any inquiry'has been made into the irregxilar- 
ities referred to in my question ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs There have been inquiries 
made into the incident at Chandpur and full delaiJs of the result of 
the inquiries were given in a recent communique published under the 
authority of this Government, 

Case of one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker and a head constable and a 

chaukidar at Rajbari. 

66. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Is the Hon'hle the Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware— •- 

(i) that in December, 1920, one* Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker com¬ 
plained to th5 Magistrate at RajWri in the district of Farid- 
pur charging a head constable named Nibaran Chandra 
Guha and a chaukidar named Itaghunath with having entered 
his house'and assaulted him; * ^ 

(it) that almost simultaneously the* said *hcad constable'brought a 
counter case-against the silid Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker 
, under section 34 of Act V of 1861; • 

(tit) that in the former case the chaukidar was found guilty and 
sentenced to 3 months^ ri^rous imprisonment by the court, 


. (tv) iliat thereupon the Dhunker haTin^ filed an appeal to the 
Dietrict Magistrate, was acquitted hj the latter, who dis¬ 
believed the case for the prosecution? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware— 

(t) tliat in connection with the above case Shaikh Muhaldmad 
Dhunker in his appeal to .the District Magdstrate Charged 
the Honorary Magistrate with having tami>ered with lihc 
record and changed dates of his orders and« asked for an 
inquiry about the same; and 

(n*) that the Magfistrate in his judgment on appeal remarked as 
follows :—** Very serious allegations have been made against 
the Honorary Magistrate in this case and have been su])- 
p<irted by an affidavit. They may or may not be true, but, 
if true, they render him unfit to hold the position of an 
Honorary Magistrate. The Subclivisional Officer should per¬ 
sonally make an inquiry into these allegations and submit 

a report by the lOlh April.'* , 

« 

(o) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry as to what action has been taken 'by the $ubdivisional Officer 
in pursuance of the orders of the District Magistrate? 

(d) Has any inquiry been made— 

(i) why the said head constable, Nibaran Chandra Quha, was not 
tried and dealt with under the law, while his accomplice the 
ohaukidar was punished with imprisonment; and 

(n) whether the said head constable has been departmentally or 
otherwise punished for having ** trumped " up a false case 
as found hy the trying Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; Government are not aware 
of the facts. Information is being obtained and will be furnished at 
a subsequent meeting. 

k 

Primary education for girls. 

I 

57, Mauivi ABDUL KARIMS (a) Will the Hon'hle the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Kdiication be pleased to state what is 
the monthly average allotment to a ^primary school for girls from 
public funds in 1919-20 and. 1920-21 ? 

(b) Are the Government cdii(sidjBrmg [the fiesinability of-Allotting 
additional funds to the district hoards and the municipalities for the 
improvement of primary education for girls in the current year? * 

Tho Hon*blft Mr« P. G. MITTERS (a) The average direct expend!- 


(6) There being no provieion in the budget it is not proposed to 
give any additional funds for the improvement of primary education 
for girls during the current year. 

Number of Bengal students in Imperial Forest School and the-annual 

expenditure thereon. 

*^58. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BAHADUR: WiU the 

H^p’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state the number of forestry students yearly sent 
from Bengal at the cost of the Government for training in the Imperial 
Foi'est School, Dehra Dun, the number of students sent last year, and 
the yearly cost under this Head? 

The Hon’ble the* MfTHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The number of students varies and depends on the 
requirements of the Forest Department of the Province. 

The number of Forest students sent to Dehra Dun Institute and 
Collegie during 1920 was seven—one for the Provincial Service course 
and the remaining six for the Ranger's course. 

The Provincial Service student is granted a stipend of Rs. 50 per 
mensem and the Ranger’s course students receive Rs. 35 each per men- 
sein, besides travelling allowances. 

' Opening the silted-up Junction of Padma and Hooghly rivers. 

59.^' Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Will the 
Hon’ble the Member, in charge of the Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether GoVerDmeut intend to take immediate steps 
for opening the junction of the rivers Padma and Hooghly, which.has 
silted up, forming a char of almui 2 miles in length, with a view to 
make this jiarticular portion of the two rivers navigable during all 
seasons? 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHI^BAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: There is no present intention of clearing the entiance 
of the Bhagirathi river ^eep enough to afford navigation facilities 
throughout the season. The proposals of improvement are receiving 
the attetition of the (fovdrnment, and the recommendations of a Com- 
xnittee appointed to advise on the subject, rule communiquS of 17th 
February, 1917, are being given effect to as funds and staff permit. 

' i 

Settlement building at Jessore. 

* 60. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
ihellember in charge qf the Departmenit ofiRevenue (liand Revenue) be 



• (h) Wliat do the Government propose to do with them after the 
settlement operations are over P 

The Hoffi’Ue the MAHARAJADMIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: ( 4 ) Bs. 1,46,761. 

(b) Unless the Settlement Officer’s residence is required for an 
Additional Judge, it will be available for the Collector, who now dives 
in a private house. The mateiials of the press shed can be used in 
another settlement. It has not yet been decided to what use the 
vernacular office can be put, but the Jessore settlement will require all 
the buildings for two years more and the buildings may afterwards be 
used for the Khulna settlement. 


Tolly’s nala. 

61. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken fur the canalization or other improvement of the Tolly’s 
nala, and for the construction of new bridges and the widening of exist* 
ing bridges over the said nala? * 

Tho Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN. Besides maintenance and periodical silt clearance works, 
the following steps have been taken in connection with the canalization or 
other improvement of the Tolly’s nala, and for the construction of bridges 
and widening of bridges over the said nala during the last 20 years:— 

(а) Construction of a sluice at Bamukpota. Work undertaken. 

Kstimated cost Bs. 1,50,519. Nearly completed and will be 
in operation during the current rainy season. This project 
of partial canalization has in view the improvement of the 
nala by flushing arranged by suitable working of sluice. 

(б) Project of lock and sluice on the Tolly’s nala at the mouth of the 

Kaorapukur khal has been sanctioned and work started dur¬ 
ing 1921-22. Kstimated cost Bs. 1)92,619. 

(c) Project for replacing the Kalighat bridge structure by a new 

bridge with wider roadway to carry tram cars was sanctioned 
in 1906 and works carried out. Estimated amount Bs. 50,000. 

(d) Project for replacing the old bridge with plank roadway at 

Zeerut, by a wider and stronger bridge structure sanctioned 
in 1904, and works carried out. Estimated amount 
4 Bs. 54,000. 

(e) Project for replacing the existing Kidderpore bridge by a new 



Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May Task whether any steps 
have heeii taken for the widening of the narrow bridges oyer the Tolly’s 
nala —I mean the Tollygunge bridge and the Alipur bridge? There have 
been confplaints by tjie residents of the locality. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN : The matter has been fi'om time to time receiving the atten¬ 
tion of the Irrigation Depaitment but at present there is no proposal to 
widen these bridges. 

Re-excavation of the Baraswati rivert 

62. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
•in charge of the Department* of Irrigation be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Babn Bakhal ChaiTdru (Ihosal and other leading residents of 
Bangchipota, Anandanagar and thirteen other villages within the juris¬ 
diction of the Anandanagar and Kholsini union hoards of the district of 
Hooghly, have been submitting representations to the Government since 
1912 for the re-excavation of the river Saraswati; and, if so, will the 
ITon’ble the Member he pleased to state why no steps have been taken up 
to date on the said representations? 

The Hon’ble the MAIjARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: Representations were made by Babu Rukhal Chandra 
Ghosal and others in 1912 and 1916 for supply of fresh water into the 
Saraswati river. Such supplies were sent down as soon as the Damodar 
river water fould he drawn into the Kanauadi hy construction of the 
sand dam which is put up across the Damodar river annually in the diy 
season, and the jietitioncrs were informed of the action taken. Lately 
a representation, dated 25th May^ 1921, from Bahu Rakhal Chandra 
Ghosal and others, has been received, which will be duly considered 
when local offic'crs’ reports on .the improvement of the khal bed and 
possibility of an assured supply in the dry season, which have l)een 
called for, have been received. 

Fees for registration of undergraduates of the Calcutta University. 

63. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Kdneation be pleased to say whether it is 
a fact that the Calcutta tiniversity intends to increase the fees for the 
registration of undergraduates? 

(h) If so, hy how much, and what action, if any, do the Government 
propose to take in the niatter ? 

. The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(5) The Calcutta tTniversity has applied to this Goyeriiment for 
authority to increase the registration fed from Rs.^2 to Rs. 5. The matter 



Rule regarding reservation of berths in trainsi 

64. Dr. JATINDRA HATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to say 
whether it is a fact that there is a rule that nd berth in any train'm Bengal 
can be reserred without previously purchasing a ticket? 

(h) If so, is this rule strictly obseived in the case of Europeans? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (&) The local Government have no information 
and the member is referred to the Railway Board. 

Measures to check the decrease of cows and bullocks. 

65. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; (a) Is theHon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that milch cows and plough bullocks are decreasing ? If so, what 
remedies are the Government adopting to mitigate the evil ? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that some private associations 
have been foimed to solve the cattle problem? 

(c) Is the Government aware that h representation was made last Feb¬ 
ruary by the members of the All-India Cow Conference Association, Cal¬ 
cutta, to His Excellency the Viceroy? Tf so, is the local Government 
aware whether the Imperial Government are ready to accept their 
suggestions ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) No. From Appendix lY to the Cattle Census 
Report of 1920, it will appear that since 1912 the numbers of milch cows 
and plough bullocks have increased by 1,007,601 and 141,878, resi^ec- 
tively. A copy of the report is placed on the library table. 

(h) Government are aware that an association calling itself the All- 
India Cow Conference Association has been formed. They have no in¬ 
formation regarding the existence of other associations with similar 
objects. 

(c) This Government received a copy of the representation made to 
the Viceroy by the All-India Cow Conference ^Association in Febmary 
last, but are hot aware what action, if any> is being taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India on the representatioiw 

Failure of . crops in the bil ” areas of pargana Talihati in Faridpur. 

66. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge ^of Ihfr Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what steps 
Government are taki]jgt to iwevent the repeated failures of crops in 


The Hon’Ue the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The Government in the Irrigation Deportment have no 
information of the early flooding in the hil ai’eas of the Faridpiu* dis¬ 
trict during the last eight pr nine years; hence the reply is in the 
negative. 


Muhammadans in the ministerial staff. 

67. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hou'hle the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the circular No. 3386 A., dated Calcutta, the 20th April, 1914, 
emphasising that one-third of the appointments in the ministerial staff 
should be given to the Muhammadans is being adhered to? 

(&) If not, are the G.(\vemn:;ent considering the desirability of taking 
steps to give the Muhammadans a fair representation in the ministerial 
staff? 

The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (b) Government 
attach great importance to compliance with the circular in question 
and adhere to it as a statement of* the policy to be followed. 


Bengal Civif ServicSe (Judicial). 

68. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the Government propose to introduce a new system 
of recruitment for the members of the Bengal Civil Service— 
Judicial Branch; 

(u) if so, when is it likely to be brought into force; 

(lit) what principle is going to he adopted for recruitment for the 
Judicial Service; 

(tv) whether the Government intend to take the case of the Muham¬ 
madan candidates into their specif consideration; 

(d) by what system the candidates already enrolled will be recruited; 
(vt) what would be the age-limit according to the new system; and 
(vit) what will he the^fate of the candidates who have already been 
enrolled— 

(1) whose age does not exceed ‘that fixed under the new 

system; and , * 

(2) whose age exceeds that fixed under the new system ? 

• The Hofi’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: '(t), and No 

definite statement can be made now as the matter is stjll iinder con- 


has the power to make nominations, and with the Government 
of India. 

(v), (vi) and (vii) The matter will be considered when the ne^v rules 
on the subject oro finally made. 

Progress in Damodar flood mitigation works. 

69. Babu BUOY PR08AD SiNCH ROY! Will the Hnn’hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to stale, 
what progress, if any, has been made in the f(»llowing schemes, or when 
are they likely to be taken in hand in connection with the Damodar 
flood mitigwtion works, since the reply given on the 7th February last 
to Bubu Fanindralal De, viz 

(1) the scheme for making a cut fi‘om Muchihnna on the Damodar 

river to the entrance of the Begua channel; 

{2) the scheme for making a drainage cut from the low-lying 
lands north-west of Ijakra to the Begua channel in idace of 
the silted-up Baclmrdha khal; 

(.?) the scheme for excavating^ the drainage cut from Narendra- 
pore to Kumirkhola onwards tp Baxi khal; 

{4) the scheme for extending the f^isputi cut northwai’ds by about 
two miles to tap a larger spill area; 

(5) the proposals for drainage cut« from Behulachuck an^ Tala 
basins; and 

(<?) the improvement of Arora khal south-west of Khanakul? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The progress of the schemes mentioned in the question 
is as below;— 

(7) Scheme for a cut from Muchihaua to the Begua entrance 
channel.—A pi'climinary estimate has been prepared by the 
Executive Engineer, which is being scrutinized by the Super¬ 
intending Engineer, who is also collecting and examin¬ 
ing what the aittual flood level was in the locality in previous 
years to enable him to gauge the effects of the proposed 
works. 

(2) Project for a cut from Lakra to the Begua channel in plac.e of 

the silted-up Bachurdlm khal.—Surveys necessary for the 
preparation of ‘the estimate have been' completed. 

(3) Scheme for a drainage cut from Narendrapore to Kumirkhola 

onwards to Baxi khal.—Necessary surveys have been c.om- 
, plcted and preparation of estimate is in hand. 

(4) Scheme for extending the Gispati cut to tap a larger snill 



(^) Scheme for a drainage cut from Behulachuck io Tala basins.— 
The local officers are preparing a report on the scheme. 

(5) Improvement of the Arora khal.—An estimate has been 
prepared, but some revision is necessary. The work of revi¬ 
sion is in*hand. 

Subordinate Eduoational Service. 

70. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon*b1e the 
Minister in change of the Department of Education be pleased to supply 
a statement giving the following information:— 

(t) the names of teachers who have been in the subordinate edu¬ 
cational service for 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 years; 

(ii) their present pay, with allowance, if any, in the graded system; 
and • 

(in') the pay they wo\ild expect to get if the time-scale system of 
pay be given effect to ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (r) (ii) A copy of the Subordinate 
Education Service list is laid on the libraiy table. 

(lit) No orders have yet been-passed with regard to the adoption 
of a time-scale. Therefoi*e the question does not arise. 

• 

Kalighat shooting incident jn connection with tramways strike, 

71. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
tlie Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of the report of the Additional District Magistrate of 
the 24-Farganas on the Kalighat shooting incident in connection with 
the tramways strike ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
the observations of the District Magistrate, 24-Pargana8, and of the 
Commissioner, Presidency Division, if any, on the said report? 

(c) When was the report submitted*to the Government? 

(d) Has the Government been pleased to pass any orders on the 
report? 

* 

(e) If so, will the ^on’ble the Member be pleased to lay a copy of 
the same on the.table? 

(/) Have the Government recorded any opinion as to whether the 
shooting was in any way justifiable? 

(ff) How have the Government dealt with the officers concerned ii 
they have been judged to blame ? 

The HofPble Sir HENRY WHEElCR: (a), (d), (e)*(f), ^g) The 
report of the Additional District Magistrate and the Government reso- 


(h) and (c) The record of the inquiry, and the Additional District 
Magistrate’s report were received by Government on the 27th April, 
through the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, and the Commissioner 
of ^e Presidency Division. Government do not propose to la^ on the 
table a copy of the letters of the Distribt Magistrate and the Com- 
missioner. 


Improvement of-Tolly’s nela. 

72. BabU SURENDRA NATH MULLIGKs (a) Wall the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether any steps are being or are intended to be taken by the 
Government for improving the present condition of Tolly’s malaf If 
so, when? 

(b) On whom lies the responsibility of improving the same? Is it 
on Die Government, or on the Port Commissioners, or on the Calcutta 
Corporation ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what was'tbe 

amount of the toll collected from boats coming into the said nala during 
the last three years? . 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) A masonry sluice has been constructed at the Samuk- 
pota end of the Tolly’s nala as an experimental measure and will be 
operated from the present rainy season. The object in view is to 
regulate the tides from and to the river Bidyadhari into the Tolly’s 
nala and thereby induce a stronger tide from the river Koogbly, which 
may flush the Tolly’s nala and scour out the bed and automatically 
improve it. 

(6) The Government are responsible for the maintenance of the 
Tiala which is declared under section 2 of the Bengal Canals Act, V of 
1864. 

(c) Tho gross toll receipts . during the last three years are given 
below 

Ks. 

1918- 19 ... . 86,036 

1919- 20 ... ... -66,959 

1920- 21 ... ... ' .... 62,430 

Committee's Report on* the •railway oonstruotion between Dacca 

and Aricha. 

73. * BabU BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 


from the Committee which was appointed to consider the question of 
construction of a railway between Dacca and Aricha? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be^ pleased to say whether 
the Goyernment are considering the desirability of publishing the 
report at an early date ? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Ko. 

(6) The question does not arise. 

Bhowal ** sanyasi.’* 

74. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon*ble the Mem. 
her in charge of the Department of Keveaue (liand Bevenue) aware of 
the existence of a stanyasi at Jaydebpur who alleges himself to be the 
second Kumar of the BhowaT Raj, supposed to have died twelve years 
agoP 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Member also aware of the conviction of a 
large body of influential men of Dacca and other places, as to the identity 
of the sanyasi with the second Kumar; and also of the intense feeling of 
the tenants of the Bhowal Raj in faTour of the claim of the sanyasi? 

(c) In case the answersHo clauses (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, 
what steps are the Government taking to clear the situation, and allay 
the misgiving of the tenants of the Bhowal Raj ? 

The Hon'bEe the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (a) Yss. 

(b) Newspaper reports purporting to this effect have appeared. 

(o) The matter is one of primary concern to the Board of Revenue 

which has instructed the Collector of Dacca to issue the following 
notice:— 

Notice iB hereby given to all the tenants of the Bhowal estate that the Board ol 
fievenne has conclusive proof that the dead liody of the secdnd Kumar of Bhowal 
was burnt to ashes 12 years ago at Barjeeliag. Therefore the sadhn who 'al1e};es 
himself to be the second Kumar of Bhowal is an impostor. Any one paying rent or 
subscription to him will do so at his own risk. 

Dacca Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education. 

76. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the composition and functions of the Dacca Board of Secondary and Inter** 

mediate Education? * 

. 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to explain why the 
Board was not created by Statute, but was set up by executive^orders? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased *to state whether the 



The Hon'ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: (a) and (6) The member’s atten- 
tictn 18 invited to the notifications of this Government in the Education 
Department, No. 1011 Edn., dated the 7th May, 1931, and No. 1101 Edn., 
dated the 30th May, 192*1. 

(c) The Government of Bengal are not prepared fo make any definite 
statement about the establishment of a Board of Secondary and Inter* 
mediate Education for the Presidency of Bengal as a whole, but the 
member’s attention is drawn to the opening sentence of paragraph 7 of 
this Government’s re.solution No. 1011 Edn., dated the 7th May, 1921. 


Regulating the priee of Jute. 

76. Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will the 
iIon*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
desirability of taking steps to regulate the price of jute in the interests 
of cultivators? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The answer is in the negative. 

Application for the post of District Judge and the appointment thereof. 

77. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble tbe Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of applications received for the post of District judge 
advertised as vacant in tTanuary last; 

(tt) the names of the applicants and their respective qualifications; 

and 

{Hi) the imme of the successful candidate P 

/ - • 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: {i) 119. 

(ii) As this information is of a confidential nature. Government are 
unable to give it. 

(m) Mr. Ehagendra Chandra Nag. 


Effect to the recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee. 

78. Babu RISHINDRA NAJH 8ARKAR: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the report of the Wordsworth Committee 
was subhiitted to Government in Eebniary, 1921 ? * 


(r) Do the QoT.emineiit propose to take any iinuieniate action on 
those recommendations with such modifications as the Ilon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter may think proper? 

(d)^ If so, from what da^e will the scheme be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(6), (c) and (d) The report is still under the consideration of Govern¬ 
ment, but they hope to be able to make a definite pronouncement at an 
early date. 


Functions attaching to the post of Additional Legal Remembrancer. 

79. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: In regard to the 
abolition of the post ’of Additional I;egal Remembrancer, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased 
to state— 

(i) who will perform the functions entrusted to the Department and 
• the duties attached to the post; 

{H) how many criminal caae»,^n spite of the recommendaiion tif the 
Police Department, were refused sanction by Mr. P. L. Roy 
during his tenure of office.; and 

(m) whether it is a fact that some time ago the Government of India 
expressed their intention that there should he appointed a 
competent Indian lawyer to examine into and advise on the 
big criminal prosecution cases before they are launched by 
the police, as a safeguard against unnecessaiyr expenditure 
and harassment? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR«RAHIM: (i) The same agency as used to 
be employed in this (dass of case -before tbe creation of the jKist of the- 
Additional Legal Remembrancer now abolished. 

(it) In 31 political and 12 non-political cases the Additional JiCgal 
Remembrancer did not advise prosecution and in these cases prosecution 
was not undertaken. 

■ 

(in) The Government of India expressed a desire that the host man 
available should be appointed, provided he had suflBcient Indian experi¬ 
ence, and not that Indiana alone should he appointed in the post. 

Kala«azar in Tippera. 


. 80. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAi (a) Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 


(h) If the answer to clause {a) be in the affirmatiTe, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) what portions of the district are affected; and 

(it) what steps, if any, have been taken 6r are proposed to be taken 
. in order to combat the disease ? 

Tne Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the afBrmative. Dr. Sur, Assistant Director of Public Health, 
employed on hala-azar survey, made an inquiry as to the prevalence of 
' the disease in the district of Tippera, and a copy of his report is laid on 
the library table. 

(h) (i) A reference to Dr. Sur*s report will show that the eastern 
part of the district, which is coiitiffuous to Hill Tippera, is more affected 
than the western part. Nearly 21 per cent, of the villages inspected at 
random in the sadar stibdivision were found infected, 11 per cent, in 
Brahnianbaria and 3 per cent, in the Chandpur subdivision. 

(it) A copy of Dr. Sur*s report has been forwarded to the Chairman 
of the District Board for such action as may be considered necessary by 
the Board. 

f 

Mr. McGowan for the Deputy Dir^torship of Agriculture. 

81. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state w'hat arrangenients have been made to fill up the post 
of Deputy Director of Agriculture for the Burdwan Division, provision 
for which has been made in the Budget ? 

(6) Is it a fact that endeavours were made to procure the services of 
Mr. McGowan, of Bihar, and he was allowed to join here in anticipation 
of sanction? 

(c) Are the Government aware that Mr. McGowan is a man of un¬ 
sound physique? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (n) The Government of India have been moved to obtain 
the sanction of the Secretary of State to the creation of two more posts 
of Deputy Directors of Agriculture. One of these posts is intended for 
the Burdwan Division. The question of filling* up these posts will be 
considered on receipt of the Secretary of State’s sanction. 

(6) The answer to the :grst part of the question is in the affirmative. 
As to the latter part Mr. McGniran came to Bengal under a misappre¬ 
hension, and was directed to proceed to Bihar and report himself to the 
Director pf Agriculture of that province. - , 

(c) As Mr. McGowan is .serving under the Government of Bihar and 


Improving the condition of Tollygungo and oertain othoi' 

municipalities. 

82. Babu ItIBHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in . chargis of the Department of Local Self-Qovemment be 
pleased to refer to the remarks made in Government resolution No. 2006 
L.S.G., dated the 7th April, 1921, about the bad condition of Tollygunge 
and certain other municipalities, tind state what action, if any, has been 
taken by Government to improve their condition? 

The Hon>ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: It is presumed 
that the member refers to paragraph 19 of the resolution, in which refer¬ 
ence is made to the unsatisfactory character of the administration of Tolly- 
gunge and certain other mu'nicipalities. It is for the municipalities con¬ 
cerned to take steps for the improvement of their administration now that 
Government have drawn attention to the matter. 

Commission received by Jail Depftt Manager on articles sold to 

Government. 

83. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadurl (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state the reason foi‘'allowing the Manager of the Jail Depot 
to get commission on the articles sold to the Government in udditiou to 
his pay? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge aware that the officers of 
the inaunfacturing jails have been deprived of taking commissions? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD"UR"RAHIM: (a) Owing to the difficulty in 
getting Government Departments to place their orders with the Jail 
Depot for jail manufactni-ed articles, a commission on sales to Govern¬ 
ment was granted as an incentive to the staff of the Depot to do their 
utmost to push the disposal of goods which might, for urant of energy on 
their part, be allowed to remain in stock and deteriorate. 

(h) The officers of the manufacturing jajls have never been allowed 
commission, as their duties are not similar to those of the Jail Depot staff. 

Supply of pure milk. 

84. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI; WUl the. 

Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Departpient of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether in regard to the question oil supply of 
clean and sanitary milk, as referred to in the answer given to my unstar- 
^ed question No. 148 of the 1st April, 1921, local bodies b*ave l^en con¬ 
sulted as to the desirability of introducing legisl&tiun on the subject P 


Papers relating te coolie strike and the conduct of the Subdivtsional Ofllcer 

at Chandpur. 


85. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MiTRA Bahadur^ (a) WiU the 

Hou’hle the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased tu 
lay pn the table copies of all communications, if any, between the tea 
planters of Assam, indiTidually and collectirely, or any other local 
Government and the Goveimment of Bengal or the local officials of the 
. Chittagong Division about the coolie situation at Chandpur and else- 
where during May and June, 1921P 

(6) Is it a fact that three Europeans accompanied the Subdivisional 
Officer of Chandpur when, on the day before the expulsion of the coolies 
from.the Chandpur railway station, he caused the coolies to be driven 
back from jetty flat ? 

(c) If so, who were they and what was their official business there? 

ThO Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) Government are not 
prepared to lay any coiTespondeiice on the table. 

(b) Three European gentlemen accompanied Mr, Sinha to the ghat. 

$ 

(c) Mr. MucPherson, Mr. Wadsworth ^nd Mr. Sample. They were 
not present on official business. 

Time-scale salaries for sub-deputy collectors. 

86. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state when eflective .steps may be expected to be taken to inti'oduce a 
time-scale of salaries for the sub-deputy cuUecturs? 

(t) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that dehiy in the matter is 
causing discontent among the officers concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The member is referred 
to the answer given to starred question No. XXIII by Nawabzada K. M. 
Afzal, Khan Bahadur. 

* (b) Government are aware thai'au eaidy announcement is hoped for. 

» 

Memorials by District Board employees and their pay. 

87. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Departriient of Local Self-Goveniment be pleased 
to state whether memorials addressed to His Excellency the Governor, 
submitted by some of the employees of the Jessore District Board, have 
been received? 



(c) What action has been taken by the individnal District Boaids 
in giving effect to the decision of the last conference of the District Board 
representatives on the subject of the increase of pay of their employees ? 

(d) * If no action has j^t been taken, are the Government consider¬ 
ing the desirability of asking the District Boards to expedite the matter ? 

The Hen’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(h) The memorials are now under the consideration of Government, 
(o) It is presumed that the member refers to the resolution. *‘That 
the District Boards do revise the scale of pay of their respective staff.” 
Government have no information as to the action taken by District Boards 
to give effect to this resolution, except that the District Board of Jessorc 
have proposed to increase the-pay of their employes. 

(d) An inquiry will be made from the District Boards as to the action 
taken by them. 


Junior Deputies in charge of subdivisions. 

88> Mauivi RAFI UDD^IN ATHMEDS Is the Huu'ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware that the posting of the 
Junior Deputy Magistrates in charge of .subdivisions and judicial works, 
in preference to the experienced senior officers, has caused great dis* 
content amongst the members of the Provincial Executive Service P 

The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: The general posilion was 
explained at some length in an answer given on the 7th August. 1917, 
with particular reference to Sadur Subdivisional Officers; a copy of this 
reply is placed on the library table. It is difficult to make a general 
Htatemeni as to the weight to be attached to seniority in the relation to 
other considerations; it is, of*course, a factor which counts, but other 
considerations may be relevant also. 


Differentiation in the prefixes of officers' namesjn cerUin services. - 

89. Mauivi RAFI yDDlN AHIHED: (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
why the prefixes of officers of the Provincial Service, when promoted to 
a listed appointment, are changed from ** Babu ” or “ Mauivi ” to, 
and vice vend when they revert to tl\p Provincial Service? 

(h) Is there any difference attached to the prefix ” Mr.” as against 
that of “ Babu ” or “ Mauivi " P 

• (c) If so, what is this difference P , • 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member a^are that the samc^ officer has been 



(«) Will the Hon’ble the Memher.be pleased to state why the names 
of the members of the Indian Civil Service, are. mentioned without any 
prefixes in the gradation list, while those of the listed post holders and 
the members of the Provincial Service appecu* with the prefix of **Mr.** 
or ** Babu ** in the Civil List? Is there any reason for this differentia¬ 
tion ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
all such anomalies in the future ? 

The Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h) and'(c) The usage 
referred to is of long standing and had its origin in a request from some 
of the officers concerned. Apart, from the usage as to listed posts, the 
application of the prefix Mr ” in preference to “Babu*' or “Maulvi” is 
determined by the place of education, style of living, and personal wishes 
of the individual concerned. 

(d) Yes t the instance is of an officer holding a listed post and is in 
accordance with the usage referred to above. 

(e) This is a matter of established practice to which no particular 
significance attaches. 

(/) The present practice has now been followed for some time; in the 
absence of more definite evidence that the members of the different 
services concerned wish the matter to be re-examined, no change is con¬ 
templated. 

Resolution regarding the financial position of Bengal. 

90. Babu 8URENDRA. NATH MULLICK: Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether the resolution of this Council passed on the 9th February last 
regarding the financiid position of Bengal has been brought by the 
‘ Government to the notice of the Government of India; and, if so, with 
what results? 

The Hon’ble Mr# Kerrs The resolution was submitted to the Govern¬ 
ment of India on the 11th February, and the whole question is now under 
their consideration. 


Fakirhat as a separate local board electorate. 

91. B^u SAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHUR1: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of fhe Diepartment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to say whether the Goveitiment are considering the desirability 
of converting Fakirhat police-statiqn (Khulna) into a separate electorate 
for the purpose of the election of members to the local hoard ? 


4 


/ 


woratwonn uomniinM ana non^aprasanMcion of scnooi teacnors 

theroona 

92. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; WUl the Hon*ble the 
Miniete^ in charge qf the Department of Education he pleased to state— 

(f) whether it is a fact that there was no representative of school 
teachers on the Wordsworth Committee; 

* (tt) whether he is aware that the Coveminent high and normal school 
teachers, who met in Calcutta in a conference in December, 
1926, under the presidency of Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, recorded a 
sense of disappointment ht the constitution of the committee 
and expressed apprehension that the cause of teachers was 
likely to suffer? , 

(in) whether it is true that the Wordsworth Committee have not 
raised the inhximum pay of assistant masters and assistant 
head masters of Government high schools; 

(iv) whether it is true that they have rt^commeuded in the case of 
assistant masters a limit at Rs. 150, beyond which none but 
a selected few can go; 

(c) whether there is to be any adequate increment in the pay of 
assistant head masters who are already drawing Bs. 260 plus 
a duty allowance Rs. 20 if the recommendations of the 
Wordsworth Committee be given effect to; 

(v;-) whether it is fact that under the grade system an officer in the 
subordinate educational service drawing a salary of Rs. 150 
could get an increment of Bs. 50 in three or four years, some¬ 
times even in two years, while under the proposed time-sc^le 
system it would take five years to get an increment of Rs. 50? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (t), (ii), (m), M and M The 

member is referred to the reply given to slaired question No. XIV. 

(m) As the new arrangement has not yet been promulgated, campari- 
sons between what an officer may draw* under a scheme which has not 
yet issued w'ith his prospects under existing conditions are without value. 


Estimated cost of Bankura settlement operation. 

93. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Knn'ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jjand Revenue) be 

pleased to state what is the amount estimated^as the cost of the Bankura 

settlement operation ? • 

(h) 'What is the approximate amount estimated to be rec^ivered from 

^be landlords and tenants in the district ? > • 

• • 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) The original estimate for the survey and settlement 



of the district of Bankuru, framed iu 1914, amounted to Bs. i9,2&,913. In 
1918, when it was decided to include the whole of the Asansol subdivision 
of Burdwan in the operations, the estimate was increased to Bs. 25,02)218. 

It is not expected that the net amount to bf spent on the operations in 
the Bankiira district, taken by itself, will exceed the 1914 estimate. 

(b) The amount estimated to be recovered from landlords and tenants 
in the Bankura district, was Bs. 14,5df549. Provided the receipts from 
stamps and sale of maps and khatians do not fall below the estimate, it is 
hoped that it will be possible to keep the recoveries w^ll within the 
estimated figure. 

\ 

Number of charitable dispensariw in Rangpur. 

M Maultfi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
])leased to state the actual number of existing charitable dispensaries iu 
the district of Bangpur ? 

(5) What proportion does it bear to the area and population of the 
district ? 

t 

Tha Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) 46. 

(6) One for every 77 square miles and for every 55,069 persons. 


improvefmnt in the pay and prospects of the Subordinate 

Educational Service. 

95. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; WiU the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state when the 
recommendations of the Committee appointed to inquire into the griev¬ 
ances of the )Subordinate Educational Servit'-e, Bengal, will be submitted, 
and when the Government is likely to give effect to the recommendations f 

The Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the reply 
given to starred question No. XIV. 

Tea garden coolies at Chandtiur. 

96. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur! (a) Will the lIon*ble 

.the MeiiiTier in charge of the Political Departiuent .be please<l to«state 
whether Mr. K. C. De, Divisional Commissioner, applied to the Govern¬ 
ment for Bs. 5,000 in o*mnectian with the repatriation of coolies at 
(yhandpurP 

(ft) fa it a fact that this sum was refused by the Government? 


t 



{(1) Will the Uon ble the Member be pleased to state the names of the 
officers who were present when the coolies were alleged to be assaulted by 
the Qurkhas P 

(e) Is there any Jjuth in*the statement that the alleged assault upon 
the coolies was committed lor the purpose of '^creating an impression” on 
the people P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many coolies 
were repatriated by the local officials at ChandpurP 

io) whode orders was repatriation stopped P 

(h) Was it done with the consent or on the advice of the local officials P 

' Tht Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A request was made by 
Mr. Andrews for a donation from Government of Rs. 5,000 towards his 
scheme for repatriating the (!bolies. This proposal had the support of 
Mr. De. 

(5) Tea. 

(c) and (<1) The member is referred to the communiqui of the 7th 
June. 

(e) No. 

(/)} (p) >^i^d {h) The member is referred to the communique of the 7th 
June. • ‘ 

Steps taken by dessore district board for a road in police-station 

Chaugacha. 

97. BabU NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of liocal Self>Gr)vernment be pleased to state 
whut steps, if any, are being taken by the Jessore district board on the 
prayers of the villagers of Brabmankandi and adjoining villages loir a road 
in thana Chauga<;ha in the district of Jessore P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Chairman 
of the district board reports that the petition of the villagers has been 
sent to Bahn Debendra Prosad Ghosh, a member of the district board, 
for report. 

Stoppage of filtered water supply In Calcutta. 

98. RaiMAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Departn^eut of Local SeH<Govem- 
ment he pleased to lay on the table all dbmmunications relating to the 
suspension of the filtered water-supply after 7 a.m. in the town of Calcutta 
on Sunday, the 6th JuneP • 

TheHon’blaBirSURENDRA NATIj BANERJEA: Government have 

received no communications, but bare asked fbr information on the 



Vocational otfuoatlon. 


99, Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state what progress has been made in regard to the scheme'for voca¬ 
tional education, and when practical effect is given to the MimeP 

The Hon’blO Mr, P, C, MITJER S Notes on various aspect of the prob¬ 
lem of vocatiotifal education have been drawn up and these have been 
placed before the Standing Committee for Education.' When Stand¬ 
ing Committee's views have been considered, Government will attempt to 
put some practical proposals before the public. Meanwhile, at the in¬ 
stance of the Dacca Board of Intermediate and Secondary. Education, 
Goveimment is attempting to initiate in the new Dacca Intermediate 
Colleges some experiments in the matter of .vocational courses. 

Beggary and vagrancy In Caloutta. 

100. Babu dATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate taking any legislative or ad- 
luinislrative measuruH regarding vngrapey and public l>egging in Cal¬ 
cutta ? If so, when P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The report of the 
Committee apiminted by Goterument last year to inquire into the ques- 
tiou is under consideration and it has not yet been decided what action to 
take on it. 


Opium godown attached to the Bankshall Street 

101. Ral Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in-charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether the “ (jpiuni godoum ** which is attached t<j the Bankshall Street 
Police Court building is s.tiU used for the storing of opium? 

(b) If so, whether the whole of the building is so used, or a portion 
thereof? ‘ » 

(e) Is it a fact that Messrs. Cox & Co. pay a rent of Its. 550 to Govern¬ 
ment for occupying a portion of fbe “ opium godown ” in Strand Road? 

The Hon’bie Mr, KERR: (a) The new Opium Range at No. 14, Stiand 
Hoad, Calcutta, which is situated on the west of the Bankshall Street 
Police Court building, is at present used for storing opium. 

(6)« The building is at present used solely for the storage of opium, 
office accommodation and peons’ quarters. There is some vacant space 



(tf) The building occupied by Messrs. Cox's Shipping Agency is to tl|e 
south of the Upium Bange and has been leased by the firm from the Com- 
fnittee of the Sailors’ Home. 

Indian Polioe offiMrs—their charge in certain districts and appointment. 

102. Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state whetht^r any 
Indian police oIBcer was ever placed in permanent charge of any of the 
following districts:— 

(1) S^-Parganas; 

(2) Howrah; 

(3) Tippera;. * 

(4) Chittagong; 

(5) Midnapore; 

(€) Duc'cu; 

- (7) Mymensingh; 

(3) Darjeeling; 

(9) Hakarganj; and 
(10). Bajshahi.^ 

(h) If not, why not? 

(o) Is it a fact that there are two assistants to the Inspector-General 
of Police and that no Indian has ever been appointed to these posts f 

(d) Do the Government contemplate appointing Indian officers to 
these posts ? 

(e) If not, why not? 

(f) Do the Government contemplate appointing an Indian officer in 
place of the late Ehan Bahadur. Ehoorshed, Assistant to the Deputy . 
IiispectorGenenl of Police, Criminal Investigation Department? 

(ff) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting three 
out of the seven posts of Deputy Inspector^General of Police, and three 
out of the seven posts of Deputy Commissioner^of the Calcutta Police 
from among the Indian^officers of the 1‘olice Department^ 

(A) If.not, ithy not? 

(i) Is it a fact that no Indian officer has yet been appointed to hold the 
office of Superintendent of Bailway and River Police? 

(f) If the answer to clause (i) be in the affirmative, are the Govern¬ 
ment considering the desirability of appointing some Indian officers to 
these posts ? 

(A) If not, why not? 



X902—0-1. Xo otW Indian police officer has held charge in any of the 
dUtriote mentioned. 

• 

(&) Up to the present, in most oases the juniority in the service of 
Indian members of the Imperial police has weighed^against their being 
put into heavy charges demanding ripe experience of district work. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) Not at present. 

(e) These appointihents are made after due consideration of seniority 
and merit and those who have been selected are those *who have been 
thought to have the best qualifications. 

(f) An Indian officer is filling this post temporarily at present. The 
question of the permanent incumbent is under consideration. 

(ff) and (A) The answer is in the negative for the reason is given reply 
to (s) above. 

U) ^^d (A) No; there has been one such appointment in the Bail- 
way, and one (temporarily) in the River Police. Subject to the :’tate of 
the cadre those officers are chosen who are considered to have the best 
qualifications and most aptitude for this class of work. 

Ag^llmlt for Indian and Bengal Qlvll Service (Executive). 

103. Mr. K. G.4II. FAROQUI: Is the Hon’ble the Member in 

charge of the Appointment Department aware that in regard to the age- 
limit for candidates for the open competitive examination for the Indian 
Civil Service held in London, the date for determining the maximum age- 
limit is fixed on the 1st August, i.e.^ on the first of the month in which 
the examination is held? 

(6) Is it a fact that the date for determining the maximum age-limit 
. for the Bengal Civil Service (Executive)^ is fixed on the Slst December 
of the year in which the appointment is madeP 

(c) Is it a fact that appointments to the Executive Branch of the 
Bengal Civil Service are generally made in November each year? 

(<f) Are the Government considering the desirability of fixing the 
date for determining the maximum age-limit at an earlier part of Ihe 
year, preferable on the 1st of the month in which applications are received 
from, the candidates, as in the case for the I.C.S. Examination. 

(«) If the answer to clause (<f) be in the affirmative is it the intention 
of Oovemmeht to introduce this rule from the current yearP 

TN HmiNM «r HENIIY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. ■ ' 


/ vv 


» Mahijans In Murrtldabad. 


104i MmiIvI EKRAMUL HUQi (a) la the Hon’ble the Hiniater in 
charge of>the Department qf Agriculture and luduatriea aware of the fact 
that mahajans are much in evidence in moat of the villagea of the district 
of MurahidahadP 

(h) la the Hon’hle the Minister also aware of the fact that one of the 
cauaea of the dccieaae in the population of the district is the ever'increna- 
ing indehtednejss of the tenantry? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle the Miiiiater be pleased to state the number of 
villagea in the district of Murahidabad and the number of co>op')rative 
societies so far formed there? 

TheHon'biethaNawabk 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Babathirs (a) TKe Government have no reason to doubt that 
mahajans are much in evidence in the villages of the district of Mur- 
shidabad. 

(&) The Government have no information to this effect. 

(e) There arc 248 societies in Murahidabad district. The number of 
villages in the district is 1,878. 

MmIyI EKRAMUL HUQs^WiU the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased 
to state whether Government intends to take steps to increase the number 
of societies in the district of Mursbidabad ? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Rahadurs Government is willing to increase the number of 
societies provided funds are forthcoming. 

Education of depressed elesses. 

105t Babu BHISHMADEV DAB: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of .the Department of Education be pleased to state what sli ps 
Oovemmeut are taking for spreading education among the depressed 
classes ? 

The Hon’ble Mr* P» C« MITTEN: GK)veniment are at present incur¬ 
ring the following reculring expenditure for spreading education among 
the depressed classes:— 

Bs. 

« 

(1) Mainteniuice of primary schools for Mugh boys , 

in the C^itagong district ^ 737 

, (2) Grant to the SeoretiSTy^ Depressed Classes - 

Society ... 3+000 

(3) Grant for Sonihal Education ... ^.. 84,000 

(4) Grant for educi^onof Dai«girls ... «... 5,400 


Rs. 

^C) Grant to colonisation areas in Bakarganj and 
24-Pargana8 ... ... ... 

(7) Grant to tea-garden schools *... • ... 3,8^6 

(8J Grant for education of factory children ... 6,480 

(9) Grant to the training schoof for Hugh gurits at 

Cbandraghona, Chittagong ... ... 360 

(10) Payment of scholarships for aborigines ... 100 

Total ... 46,457 


Besides these recurring grants. Government have sanctioned this year 
aa a special case a grant of Us. 3,000 for maintenance and Bs. 2,000 for 
capital expenditure for the schools started by tbe*Society for the improve- 
nieiit of depressel classes in addition to what has been stated in (2) on 
pre-page. 

Housing arrangements of Indians and Anglo-Indians going up with the 

Government to the hills. 

106. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA'RAY: (a) Will the Hon Me 

the Minister in charge of the Department*of Public Works be pleased'to 
state liow many ministerial officers—(a) Indians, (5) Anglo-Indians, and 
(c) Europeans pioceeded to Darjeeling with the Government during the 
first trip, and what arrangements were made for their housing there? 

(b) Is there apy truth in the statement that in the matter of accommo- 
dation a great deal of.diffei'ential treatment is accorded to the Indians and 
Anglo-Indians '? 

(<;) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how much cubic 
feet of accommodation is provided to an Indian Assistant in the Meadow 
Bsmk and how much for an Anglo-Indian in Thom Cottage? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the salaries of 
each of these assistants occupying.Meadow Bank and Thorn Cottage, 
respectively? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8A1YIO MAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) Twenty-four Indians were Boused in Meadow Bank, 
10 in the Old Cutchen’y and 3 in Little Thom Cottage. Five Anglo- 
Indians were housed in Thorn Cottage. No Europeans went to Darjeeling. 

(5) The area of accommodation allotted to Anglo-Indians in I'horn 
Cottage is greater than that allqtted .to Indians in- Meadow Bank and 
the Old Cutcherry partly because the number of Indians who go to. 
Darjeeling is gi-eatly in excess of the Anglo-Indians, and the orthodox 
sections of Hindus among them would presumably not have preferred to 
to share a huilding with other communities, a%d partly because the num- 


{c) and {d) Two statements giving the reqmred infoimation are 
placed on the iahle. 

In vie^of present altered conditions, the question of redistrihuting the 
accommodation in the four houses available in a reasonable proportion, 
was taken up for consideration in Muy last, and it is hoi>ed that a satis¬ 
factory arrangement will shortly be made. 

Statement ref&tred to in t?ie reply to unstaned qneetion 
• No, 100 (c) and (d). 

statement I. 
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statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 106 (r) 

and (d), 

^ STATEMENT II. 
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Improvtmtnt In the pay and proepeoto ol tlM*tubordinata Civil Servloe. 

1D7, Maulvi KHAMOAKAR ARHAMUDDIN: (a) Will the 
Hqn’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department btf pleased 
to say whether it. is a fact th^t the pld Bengfd Council at its sitting at 



(1) I« it a fact that in the following year Oovemment pnblid]i^ a 
echeme to give effect to the name resolution and invited the opinion of 
the public as well as the officers concerned P 

(e) Is it a fact that the scheme was considered by .the pnbli^is well as 
the meiubers concerned to be inadequate and disappointing in view of the 
higher cost of li\ing and that the members concerned submitted a 
scheme praying for a scale of pay from Its. 200 to Hs. 600 with a biennial 
increment of Ks. 30? 

(d) Is it a fact that other provincial Gkivemmenta haue sanctioned the 
same scale for the same service P 

(s) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table all 
correspondence between ibis Government and the Imperial Government 
on the matter? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say when it is proposed 
to publish the final scheme? 

(ff) Is it the intention of Government to give retrospective effijct to 
tile scheme from December. 1919, as in the case of other provincial 
services.? If not, why not? 

(4) Is it a fact that the amalgamation of the two services (Provincial 
and 8uh.)rdinat&) has been estimated to cost Government less than the 
scheme suggested above? 

i 

The Hon’bleSir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Jes; a resolution to this 
clTect was carried in 1919 in Calcutta. 

(b) Yes; v^e Resolution No. 1646 A. D., dated the 21st Jnne, 1920. 

( 0 ) Government received various expressions of opinion at that time 
regarding the future of the Subordinate Civil Service. Some of these, 
including a representation from the membei‘8 of the service, were to the 
effect that Government’s proposals were inadequate. 

(d) Government are not in possession of definite information on this 

point. ^ • 

(e) Government are not prepared to lay on the table the correspon¬ 
dence of the local Government with the Imperial Oovernment. 

(f) and (g) The decisions of Government with regard to the pay of the 
Subordinate Civil Selwice will be mjade public at an early date. - 

(A) No calculutions of the nature indicated have been made. 


Slittd'iip Earaswati river. 

ft 

108. BabuAMULYATIHqNE ADDYX (a) Has the attention pf (he 
Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Department of litigation been 
drawn to the condition of the river Saraswati in the district of Hooghly 
which h'as practically silted up ? 

(b) Are the.Govemment awar« that the state of the river is causing 



(«) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken, or are being taken, for the reclamation of the said rirerP 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA Bahadur of Bufdwan: (a) 

Yes. , 

(&) The deterioration of the health in the villages on the silted-np Sar* 
aswati river is partly due to the silting up of the river. 

(c) A length of about 5 miles in the lower reaches of the river from 
Andul has been improved by silt clearance lately. It would be possible 
to flush a portion of the lower reaches of the river when tlie, Damodar 
Canal is constnicted and a supply of water will be available for the 
purpose. A rciKirt on the feasibility or otlierwise of improving the . 
upper reaches of the river from Tibeui, has been called for from the local 
oiBcers lately. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE^ ADDYs May 1 ask whether it is a fact that 

the village of Saptagram in the district of Hooghly which was once the 
most important centre of trade in Hooghly has now been converted into 
a jungle oVing to a siltiiig>up of the river Saraswati? 

Tha Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA Bahadur of Burdwan;0:cs. 

it is a fact. 


Pay of the Subordinate Eduoatlonal Senrioe. 

109. Maulvl ABDUL KARIM : (a) WiU the Hon’hle the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to slate when the Sub¬ 
ordinate Educational Service was first formed with Its. 50 as the lowest 
gradeP 

(i) What arc the recommendptions of the Wordsworth Comuiittee for 
the reorganisation of the Subordinate Education SeiwiceP 

(e) How many representatives were there on the Wordsworth Commit¬ 
tee from the offices of the Subordinate Educational Service? 

(d) Was there on the Wordsworth Committee any representative of tl'e 
teachers of Government high schools P 

(e) What is the present average salary' of a member of the Subordinate 
Educational Service, and what would be his average salary immediately 
after the reorganisation is given effect toP 

The Hoil’ble Mr. P.*C. MITTER: (a) The Snhordinule Educational 
Service was first formed with effect from 1st October, 1898. The pay 
of the lowest grade of the Subordinate Educational Service has been at 
the rate of Rs 5C a month ever since the inception of that service. 

(5), (e) and (d) The member is referred to the reply giveh to starred 
question No. XIY. 

(e) The jiresent average salary of a member of the Subordinate Educa¬ 
tional Service is Rs. 862. This figure is calculated on the grading of the 



Appointment of a apooial Muhammadan sidHliispootor for Muhammadan 

eduoatlon at Farldpur. 

110. Maiilvl ABDUL KARIM: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the H^iater in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleoaed to say whether 
it ]'<< a fur:! tlia t there is a special . sub^inspector for Muhammadan 
education in each of the districts in the Dacca Dirision, except at 
Earidpur?^ 

(h) lijfo, are the (iovernnient considering the desirability of appoint¬ 
ing one si>ecial sub-inspector for Muhammadan education lor Faridpur? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yea. 

(h) The scheme for employing special Muhammadan Hub-iuspectors in 
certain diatricta is an experimental one. The neceaaity for employing 
auch an officer in the Faridpur diatrict will be esCamined. 

Muhammadans in Manufactory Department of Jails. 

111. Nawabzada K. M. AFIAL, Khan Bahadur; Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jaila) be pleaaed to 
state— 

(/') the number of officers employed in the Manufactory Department 
of each of the Central Jails, Juvenile Jails and Jail Depariineiit 
and the number of Muhammadans employed therein; and 

(if) the total number of vacancies in the said department during tlie 
last five years and the total mimher of Muhammadans ap{K}int- 
cd to fill these vacancies ? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: («) (i) and (ii) A Btatemenl giv¬ 
ing the information is laid on the table. 


StitemfiM referred to in the reply to question No, 111 (a) (i) and (ii). 




Kumbor of 


Total nomber 

Nomber of 
Mnbammadaui 
taken. 

Nhhib of jail. 


nffloen 1 q (lie 
UaDufactory | 
DHpartmeot. 

Nomber of 

1 Uuhaiuinadaas. 

of TacaiMle. 
dnriug last 
a yean. 

1 1 

Presidvticy ••• 

• •• 1 

1.3 

2 • 

2 

1 


(iticliiditif; 

3 European 


• 



Alipore Central (l*rcHB 


poBta). 


• 


and 

103 

26 

IB 

4 

Forms Di>psrtniei>t) 


a 

A 

. 


(one vacancy 



» 



not filled 
op). 

2 

Dacca Central 

• •t 

8 


2 

BlitJoaporfi „ 

• •• ' 

4 

1 

S 

1 

itojelmhi 


3 

2 

2 

1 

Jiivniiila ... * 

. . . 

V 


4 

v:i 








MuhamniMluts as haad wanlara ami wanlersi 


112. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will ilie Hnn’blp 
the Member^in charge of the Departiuent of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to lay on tlie table a atatenient showing— 

(i) the number of permanent head warders and warders iu each circle 
of the Province, and how many of them are Muhammtuiaus; 
and 

(fe) the number of vacancies in the grade of head warders aitd warders 
during the last two years and the number of Muiiammadans 
appointed to fill such vacancies? 

Tha Hon'bln Sir ABD-Ull-RAHIM: (V) and (it) A statement giving 
the information is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to un^tarred quealion No. 112 (i) 

and {ii). 
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Measures to remove the cause of malarial fever in Tangail. 

113. Babu BROdENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: With 

reference to the opinion of,the Dii'ector of Public Health as expressed in 
answer to my unsiaiTed question No. 30 of the 1st April, 1921, I'egarding 
the prevalence of malarial fever in Tangail, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state what steps the Government are taking for removing the cause 
of it? 

The Hon'bleSir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Irr^ation 
Department of thip Government is being asked to make an inquiry regard- 


Kala-azar in TangaiJi ^ 

114. BabuBROJENDRAKISHORRAYCHAUDHURIi (a) lathe 
Hon*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment aware that 'kala-azar^ which has hepn prevalent-in ^ngail for 
several years past, has recently assumed frightful proportions? 

(/;) "What remedial measures have been taken by the Government? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability .of sending out 
itinerant dispensaries or qualified doctors for administering antimonial 
injection P 

Th 0 Hon*bl6 Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n), (b) and (c) 

The member is referred to the answer to clauses (a) and (h) of unstarred 
question No. 13 asked by Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur at the meeting 
of the 14th March, 1921. The attention of the District Board has also 
been drawn to the desirability of starting a laboratory for the micros¬ 
copic examination of blood in suspected cases of the disease. They have 
been infaimed that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, would be able 
to depute a trained sub-assistant surgeon to take charge of the laliora- 
tor.v, and they have been asked whether they are prepared to start it, 
and, if a«), whether they would be able to financ>e it or could do so with 
assistance fi'oni Government. 

Saline injection in charitable dispensaries. 

115. BabU BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: {a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to stale whether all the charitable dispensaries in 
the presidency, particularly those in the rural areas, have necessary appli¬ 
ances for administering saline injection in cholera cases? 

(b) If not, what system of treatment is followed in cholera cases in 
hospitals and dispensaries wanting those appliances? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATl) BANERJEA: (a) The member 
is referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 130 asked by 
Babu Sailaja Nath Roy Chaudhuri at the meeting of the Legislative 
Council held on the 1st April, 1921. 

(6) Cases are treated symptomatically and prophylactically on 
general principles. 

Repairing expenditure of roads In Calcutta under Public Works 

Department. 

118. Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: WiU the Hon*ble the 
Minister in chai ge of the Department of Public Works he pleased to 
state-*- 


(ft) ^the aunijal expenditure incurred by the Public Works Department' 
on the upkeep of these roads durinfr the last five years; and 
(m*) 9rhen each of these roads was last repaired and when it is pro- 
^posed to tnke ttiem up for tliorough repairs again? 

Tiw Hen’WetheNawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, Khan 

Bahadur I (t) (i) Belvedere Hoad from Zeerut Bridge to Belvedere, 

(2) Thackeray Hoad. (5) Hoad alongside Calcutta Club to Porabazar 
land. (4) Canal West Road. 

(it) On (/) and (4), cannot be stated, as accounts for expenditure on 
these roads are grouped together with that on other roads . (2) Last five 
years* average, Brf. 247. (3) Last five years’ average, Hs. 137. 

(Hi) (a) (1) 1*920-21. (2) 1917-18. (3) 1915-16. (4) Done in sec¬ 
tions every year. _ 

(6) (J) 1922-23. (2)' 1921-22. (3) 1922-23. (4) Done in sections 

every year. 


Polloe sergeants In Caloutta. 

117. Ral Dr. HARIOHAN DVTT Bahadur: WiU the Hon’bb the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to supply the 
following information;— ^ 

(1) what is the total number of police sergeants employed in Calcutta, 

and how many of them are employed exclusively in traffic 
regulation, and what is the number employed^or guard duty 
or in special work in connection with the maintenance of order, 
etc., in courts, railway stations and other public places; 

(2) what are. the scale of salaries, bouse and other allowances attached 

to these posts? If the posts are graded, then the .scale and the 
number of posts in each grade; 

(3) what is the method of recruitment for these posts; 

(4) what are the qualifications required, and what are the provisions 

for training of the recruits as* well as the usual period of 
probation; 

(d) in special cases are the sergeants ever promoted to the post of Sub- 
Inspector, Inspector, Superintendent, Assistant Commissioner 
etc., and 

(<?) if so, what is the total number who have been so promoted during 
the last twelve years? 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (i)*The sanctioned number of 
sergeants is now 154, six posts of sergeant having been abolished last 
month. The 160 sergeants were allotted to the following duriea 

52 Traffic. 

24 Tatrol. 

5 Courts. 



19 Escort and misceUanoons duties. 

8 Public Vehicles Bepartaneni. 

6 Armed police. 

13 Port police. 

14 Beserve. 

160 

(2) Pay is Rs, 160—6/2—200, Conveyance allowance of Rs. 20 a 
month is granted if a bicycle is-kept. Three sergeant-majors attached 
to the armed police also get a duty allowance of Bs. 20 each a month. 
Patrol sergeants posted to sub-sections are housed in the sub-scciion 
premises; for other sergeants, who are married but who cannot be provided 
with Government quarters, houses are hired* Single sergeants, when 
not attached to any sub-section, are quartered in the sergeants* barracks 
at Lall Basar. 

(J) Vacancies are usually filled up by ex-soldiers and army reservists 
of British regiioents, but during the last few years some Anglo-Indians 
have been enlisted, ex-army men not being available owing to tbe war 
A copy of the piinted notice supplied to applicants is placed on the library 
table. ^ 

(4) In case of ez^army men, the qualifications include a second class 
army school certificate, together with a ** very good character ** written 
in their army-discharge papers. In the case of Anglo-Indians, men who 
have studied up to the stuidard of the iTunior Cambridge examination are 
considered to be sufficiently qualified for the post of sergeant. They are 
trained at headquarters in the following subjects: — 

<1) drill; 

(2) motor and traffic rules and regulations; 

(3) such rules and Acts as are likely, to be of use to them in their 

daily duties as police officers; 

(4) first aid to the injured. 

The usual period of probation is six months, it extends up to two 
years in the case of sergeants recruited from ;fche army. 

(5) Yes. 

Forty-five sergeants have been promoted to the higher ranks dur¬ 
ing the last 12 years. 

indiMtrM IntdIIgMM Ollloar and the Department of Induetrlei. 

ifs. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Eon’ble the 
Hember in charge of the Bepai^tment of Commerce be pleased to state— 


(iii) at whose imtiaiiTe; 

(tv) for what duties; 

(v) for what period; 

* 

was the post of the Industrial Intelligence Officer created in the Depart¬ 
ment of Industries; 

(vt) whether the Industrial Intelligence Officer is directly under the 
Director of Industries; 

(ett) apart ^om matters in Connection with strikesj what duties, if 
any, has this officer been performing; and 

(viit) what industrial information has this officer collected and sup¬ 
plied to the public during his tenure of office ? 

(&) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact tha^-^ 

(t) the Deputy Director of Indxistrics was for several years in charge 

of a large Government factory employing a considerable 
number of labour hands; and 

(n*) whether he has acquired experience of labour conditions of 
Bengal P • 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing that 
the Deputy Director of Industries should perform the work of collecting 
information regarding labour, its conditions and the problems connected 
with itP 

(<f) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of constituting a 
branch of the Department of Industries for the puri>^>sp of collecting indue- 
trial infonnation, including an industrial survey of Bengal, by the 
appointment of a special local staff under tbe direct control of the Director 
of Industries at a total annual cost not exceeding tbe annual salary of the 
Industrial Intelligence Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a), (£) and (m) The Industrial Intell-gence 
Officer was appointed on Ist July, 1920, for one year, on a pay of Bs. 1,500 
per mensem pltM a motor car allowance of Ks. 100 or 150 per mensen 
accordingly as the officer *keeps a two-seater or four-seater motor car. 
Proposals for a j^rther temporary continuation of the post are under con¬ 
sideration. 

(m) The post of Industrial Intelligence Officer was recommended by 
the Industrial Commission and was created at the request of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. . ^ 

(tv) The Industrial Intelligence Officer’s duties are to inquire and 
report on Industrial questions generally and labou/unrest in particular. 

(u) See reply to (u) above. 



(vu) His work, apart from strikes, consists of— 

(1) the disposal of petty industrial inquiries; 

(2) investigations regarding the cost of living of industrial workers; 

(3) the writing of a special chapter on* the major industries in the 

ensuing census reports; 

(4) the Secretaryship to the Taxicab Committee (January to March* 

1920;; • ^ 

(J) the Secretaryship to the Industrial TTnrest Committee (April to 
May. 1921); 

(^) the collecting of information regarding trade unions and other 
industrial associations of a similar nature. 

(viti) He assisted, as stated above, in the department’s work t>f 
answering indiridual industrial inquiries (not on labour subjects). 
Throughout, on the labour side, he has been ah agent for supplying ihe 
Governments of India and Bengal with infoimation regarding strikes. 
Part of this information has been passed on to the public through the 
Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Council and the Home Parliament 
and part through the Journal o.f Industries and Labour, published by tlie 
Government of India. A reference is also invited to the report of the 
recent Committee on ‘Industrial Unrest. 

(6) (t) The Deputy Director of Industries was for 11 years on the staff 
of the Director of Ordnance Factories, who controls eight large factories 
in India. During the last two years of this period he was employed as 
Works Manager the Gun and Shell Factory, Cossipore. 

(m) The Deputy Director acquired considerable experience of labour 
conditions in Bengal during the period of his service in the Ordnance 
Factories. 

(c) The Deputy Director has to give advice in regard to the larger ques¬ 
tion of industrial and factory developqient, for which at present there is 
no other expert on the Director’s staff, and has therefore not the time to 
perform the duties of the Industrial Intelligence Officer. As regards 
labour information, the attention of the member is drawn ta paragraph 
19 of the Report of the Committee on Industrial Unrest. The proposals 
contained therein will probably add considerably to the work of this 
officer. • 

* 

( J) The question of the appointment of a whole-time Industrial Intel¬ 
ligence Officer is under consideration. 

ShipiluiWng Industry in Bengnt. 

119. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: («) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minis^r in cliurge o^ the. Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken or are proposed to be 



(6) Is the Hon*ble the Minister aware that there, is an indigenous. 

industry for building wooden ships in Chittagong? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to foster and develop this 

industry there? ^ , 

The Hon'ble the NawM> 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (7) To improve the sailing |K)wer, seaworthiness 
and safety of the wooden ships built in Chittagong, which generally suffer 
from bad design, unsuitable material and inferior workmanship and to 
encourage the development of the industry on pn)]>er scientific lines, a 
sum of Ks. 500 was placed at the disposal of the Engineer and Ship 
Surveyor, Chittagong last year, for the construction of model ships of im¬ 
proved design. These models have been constructed and are kept for the 
inspection and instruction of the4ocal ship-builders at the o£Bce of the 
Ship Surveyor, who explains to them their construction. 

{2) The application of internal (combustion motor attachments for the 
propulsion of country-made boats has also l>een taken up, and particulars 
of an experimental installation in a bhow’lia, made by Messrs. John Ring 
and Company, are now under consideration witli a view to the possibility 
of demonstration among the river fishermen. 

(d) Proposals to establish &n educational institution at Chittagong, 
where instruction on ship-huildiT^ suitabfe for Indian conditions can be 
given, also at some centre, possibly Outtagong, a depdt where instruction 
in the applicaticu, maintenance and running of internal combustion en¬ 
gines applied to the propulsion of country craft can be given witli suitable 
demonstration, are under the consideration of the Department of ludus- 
triea. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

Expenditure on certain heads by the Agricultural Department. 

120. Babu 1NDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount spent by the 
Agricultural Department under each of the following heads during the 
last five years, vie.:— 

^i) establishment; 

(tt) travelling allowances; 

(nt) experiments; and 

(tv) distribution of seeds and of manure ? 

Tha Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 


statement referred to in the reply to umtarred q%teetion No, ISO. 
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Scheme for converting middle vernacular aehooi for girls at 
Faridpur into a middle English school. 

121. Mauivi ABI7UL KARIM: (0) WUl the Hon’ble the Hinistor 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether there 
is any schese for converting the middle vernacular school for. girls ut 
Faridpur-into a middle English school? 

(6) If so, when will this be done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(&) Effect to the scheme will be given from January next yeai'. 


Tube-well for Patuakhali water-works. . 

122. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 

charge of the Dex>artnient of Jiocal Self-G-oveminent be pleased to etute 
when the work of the experimental tube-well fur the Patuakhali water- 
wi'iks will le commenced? 

TheHon’bleSirSUliENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The cost of sink¬ 
ing the experimental well was originally estimated at Bs. 10,000 and 
Government sanctioned a grant of this amount. The contractor who 
offered to sink it for Es. 10,000 has now increased his tender to Bs. 20,000 
on account of. the nee in cost of tubes, etc. The question of doing the 
work denartr^entAlIv ia Iwdmr rtrSisidofaJ on /1 il- la ..j._i._*1.1. 










Number of high English schools urorking at a dsfloit owing 
to tho non-co-operation movement. 

1S3m M'auivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the MmiMter in 
chiiTge oirthe Department o{*Education be pleased to state^ 

(ft) the number of aided and unaided high English schools which 
cannot meet their monthly expenses from their usual income 
on account of the non-co-operation movement; 

(u) what steps are the Government taking to enable those schools 
to continue to impart education to those boys sjrho are willing 
to proceed with their studies P 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C« MITTERS (t) The information is not avail¬ 
able, nor could it be collected wUhout a special inquiry being instituted, 
seeing that the Educatibn Department has no information about the 
financial condition of unaided high English schools and that the great 
majority of the high English schools of the Presidency are unaided. 

(ftft) Representations have been received from the Inspectors of 
Schools of the Dacca* Bajshahi and Chittagong Divisions, and the 
Director .of Public Instruction hawx^l^^^d Rs. 10,000 at the disposal of 
each Inspector for the purpo^ of saving good schools threatened by the 
non-co-operation movement. • ' 


Grants made by Government of India and referred to in the 
Budget estimate for 1921-22. 

124. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURl: WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing— 

(a) what are the specific purposes for which the several ear-marked 

grants referred to in the budget estimate for 1921-22 were 

made by the Government of India, and, when were these 

.. . grants made; 

* « 

(b) what are the amounts of such original grants; 

(c) what expenditure has already been incurred on what specific pur - 

poses out of these grants up to the Slst March, 1921; 

(d) what are the unspent balances on these heads by- the end of 

March, 1921, and what are the specific purposes, for which 
such unspent balances ate proposed to be utilised or reserved 
in 1921-22, showing the items in detail on each head of 
expenditure; and * 

(e) on what calculations the closing balances under those ear-marked 


Tha HoiMa Mr. KERR: (a), (6) and (c) A statement klaid on the 
table. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. For further details the member 
is referred to the speech of the Finance Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,delivered on the 4th of March in this Council. 

(e) The balances have been worked out by deducting from the total 
grants received the amounts reported by the Heads of Departments as 
actually spent on the objects for which the grants were made. 


Statement referred to in Vie reply to unstarred question No, 124 show¬ 
ing unspent balances of earmarked grants. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 124 
showing the purposes for which the unspent balances are proposed 
to be utilised in 1922-22, 


tftfuQatlon. 

(a> Gr^nt to Dacca Uuiveraity ... 

(A) Provision for worka in progress ill connection .with the 


9,00,000 













(d) CoiiBtructioA of biiogdlowB for Civil officers, Dacca, 

takeu over by the Daooo Univer^ty 1,44,000 

(s) Provision for new buildings for the Bdaoatlon C^part- 

*ineut in the j*ublic Works Department Budget 3,11,000 

(/) PruvisioD for works in progress of Education buildings 

in the Publio Works De^rtineut’Budget ... 6^84,000 

(p) Recurring expenditnro provided in the budget out of 

Imperial grants 040 41,81,000 

Total ... 64,60,000 


Taehnioal Bdueatlon. 

(A) Provision made in the budget for Technical Education 

debitable to Imperiel grants ... ... 20,000 

Aipleuiturai Eduoatlon. 

(i) PritviKitM) for the Ohinsura Agricultural Schotil ... 20,000 

(j) Provision for the Dacca Agricultural School ... 2,000 

SaalCatlon. 

(A) Provision for sanitation debituble to Imperial grants ... 15,88,000 

Shed for witnesses in Rengpur District Court 

125. MaulviSHAHABDURRAUF: (a) I8theHon’blethekember 

ill charge of the Judicial Department aware that there is no witness shed 
in the courts of the district of Ituiigpur, and that the public are' greatly 
incouvenienced thereby P 

(6) Are the Oovemment considering the desirability of taking steps 
to remove the inconvenience P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) and (&)«The information 
before Government is that there is already a witness shed attached to the 
civil court and that a witness shed for the criminal court will soon be con> 
stmeted. The estimate has been sanctioned and the materials have been 
collected. 

Promotion of Deputy Impeotors pf Schools to the Bonget 

Edueetioml Semico. 

128. Maulvi MAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department *of Education be pleased to sav 



Service, Bengal, viz., the Head KasterB of High English Schools, has 
’been promoted to the Bengal Educational Service with suitable pay and 
prospects, while the case of the Deputy Inspectors of Schools has not been 
taken upP . 

(&) Is it in the contemplation of the uovemhfent to promote the 
Deputy'Inspectors of Schools to the Bengal Educatitmal Service with the 
same pay and prospects as ^ave been given to the Head Hasters ? 

(c) Is there any foundation in the rumour that the Professors of the 
Dacca College, who have not been provided with posts in the Dacca 
IJniverAity, will be placed in charge of the inspection work of the district 
as Bengal Educational Service men, over the heads of the existing chief 
inspecting officers of the district. 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. P. MITTER : (n) and {b) The Head Masterships 
of (Government high Schools are posts included m the Bengal Educational 
Service. The question of including the posts of District Deputy 
Inspectors of Schools in that service is now under the consideration of 
Government. 

(c) There are uo **Ohief inspecting officers” of the district. One 
officer who was holding a B. E. S! post attached to Dacca College 
but whose services have not been lent to Dacca University has been 
appointed to an Assistant Inspectorship t)f Schools. 


Extension of flie Gambling Act to the Howrah district 

127. BabU SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the 
Hoii’ble the Member in .charge of ike Political Department be pleased to 
say whether the Gambling Act has been extended to the Howrah district 
as a whole P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aw8i‘e that extensive gambling is 
prevalent in-parts of the interior of the Howrab district, and that many 
young men are being ruined thereby? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending the 
provisions of the Gambling Act to .the whole of the district of Howrah, if 
this has not already been done P * 

«>^ Tho Hon'bloSir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The Bengal Gambling 
Art (II of 1867) has not been extended to the whole of the district of 
Howrah. It is in force only in certain places in the district. 

(6) In 1919, the loeal officers'reported the prevalence of gambling in 
many places in the district and recommended the extension of the 
Gambltng Act. 


cases could be tried, and not to enforce it in wide areas or in outlying 
villagee where its working could not be effectively supervised or con¬ 
trolled. For that reason Government were not prepared to sanction a 
further extension of the Act in Howrah district. The matter has been 
examined again recently, but Government see no reason to doubt the 
soundness of the policy indicated above. 


Inspecting offibars of the Education Department 

128. BabuNIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA; (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Hinister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state the number of inspecting officers of the department and 
also the number of the institutions they have to inspect P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble> the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking steps to reduce the 
the number of inspecting officers, and to utilise the savings so effected 
in increasing the number of teachers for primary and secondary schools, 
and also for making the emoluments of such teachers sufficiently respect¬ 
able and attractive P 

• * * ' • , 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the steps that 
are being taken to train up a suificientljy large number of primary school 
teachers, to meet the ever-increasing demands for such teachers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) Two statements are laid on the 
table. 

(h) and (c) The answer would depend on the lines that may be ulti¬ 
mately adopted for the expansion of primary education. Mr. Biss’ report 
has just been printed and the Government propose to invite suggestions 
from the public on that report and then lay down their policy. Vending 
the delineation of that policy the Government do not propose to express 
any opinion as to their future intentions. 

There are about 110 puru-training schools and special training classes 
for the training of primary school teachers. The acc^ommpdatiun in 
these schools is limited and the annual outturn fB)m these amounts to 
960 only. , 

It was accordingly decided to replace these schools by an improved 
type of institutions providing increased accommodation and working 
under an efficient trained staff. Twenty-one such schools have already, 
been started. The proposed annual outturn teachers under this scheme 

was 3,200. 

I 

In his recent report on* the expansion and improvement of primary 
education, Mr. Biss has criticised the scheme to which refe^nce has 


statement referred to in the replf to unstarred question iVb. 188 (a). 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 188 (a) 
showing the number of insUMions which Inspecting Officers have 
to inspect. 


STATEMENT II. 
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12Si Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: WUl the Hon ble thb 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(t) how many pninar>' schools exist in each of the districts of Bengal; 

(it) how many of these, in each district, are •subsidised by the muni¬ 
cipalities and how many by the disl^ict board; 

(Hi) how many of these again in each district do not get any aid 
either from the municipalities or from the district board; 

(iv) what amount each municipality or district board contribute to 

such schools within their jurisdiction; 

(v) what amount the Government contribute to each municipality or 

district board towardathe maintenance of such schools witbm 
their jurisdiction; 

(-vi) what amounts again are realised as school-fees from such 
schools; 

(mi) what is the number of boys and girls attending such schools 
within and outside the municipal areas in each district; 

{viii) what is the number of boys and girls of school-going age who 

are going without such education; 

> > 

(ie) how many more such schools would be necessary in each district 
to give such education to all such boys and girls; 

(«) what would be the probable ad<]itional cost for establishment 
and maintenance of such additional schools; 

(«i) what steps have Government taken or are going to take for the 
extension of primary education for all such boys and girls who 
require such education: and 

(jtii) what proportions of the additional cost the Government would 
be prepared to bear to meet the problem of extension of 
primary education throughout the province? 

The Hon'ble MFi P> C. MITTERs (t) to («) A reference is invited to 
the statement laid on the library table. With special reference to ques¬ 
tion (a), it may noted that Mr. Biss’ report contains proposals which 
if accepted and an estimate based on these, would give us different figures. 
A reference is suggested to Mr. West’s estimates which are mentioned 
and discussed in Chapter IX of Mr. Biss’ report. 

(si) An inquiry has just been completed and a full report on the whole 
subject prepared. This has been published in English and will be pub¬ 
lished in Bengali for public consideration. Government are formulating 
their views on the report and hope shortly to be in a position to announce 
a definite policy of a forward character. In the meanwhile experiments 


(mi) This matter will be decided in connection with the whole 
qneetion. In the meantime Qorernment are prepared to consider ^vour- 
ably any proposals from local bodies that show an adequate degree of 
self>help on-their part. 

Projectad Fhridpur-Bhanga-Madaripur Railway. 

. 130. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: WiU the Hon'ble the Minister in 
charge of'the Department of Public Works be pleased tp state what pro* 
gress has been made in the project of the Faridpur-Bhanga-Madaripur 
BailwayP : , . * . * 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID MAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs In May, 1920, the Railway Board sanctioned a traffic 
reconnaissance survey for a broad gauge line between Faridpur and 
Barisal vtd Bhanga. ..... 

The local Government have no further information in this matter. 


Railway between Faridpur and Barisal or Jessore. 

131. Dr. JATiNDRA NATH MOITRAs (a) Will the Hdn’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Departmeht of Public Works kindly state 
whether there have been any projects before Government for construct¬ 
ing a railway connecting thc.district of Faridpur with the district of Bari¬ 
sal or Jessore, in recent years? 

(6) If 80 , what has been the final decision of the Government on 
these projects? ... 

The Hon'blethe Nawab8AIYID NAWAB'AU CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur. («) and (h) In the year 1919 a project for a broad gauge line 
to connect Faridpur with Jessore was l&id before the local Government 
for cemsideration, by the Railway Board. The reasons for abandoning the 
.project, for the present, have ‘been given in a press communujuS issued 
by tbe Government on the 3rd March, 1920, to the attention of the 
member is invited. 

^ • • • r 

•In regard t» a railway connection between«Faridpnr and Barisal, the 
Railway Board sanctioned in May, 1920, a traffic reconnaissance survey 
for a broad gauge line vid Bhanga, 

The local Government have no further information in this matter. 


Expenditure for the upkeep ef experimental farms. 

13% Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge the Department of Agriculture and 



much of that money has been realised by the sale of the produce of the. 
said farms P 

(b) Will the Hoii*ble the Minister be pleased to say whether' the' 
OoTemmeht are considering the desirability of iiiquiring into the causes ^ 
of the loss, if any, with a view to reducing it consistently with the 
demand of a scientific investigation? 

(c) Are the Government considering the necessity of establishing 
one or two agricultural farms on business lines to demonstrate that ngn* 
culture bn advanced modern methods can be carried on at h profit ? 

The Hon’ble tin Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The member is refen'ed to the reply to question 
No. 112(d) asked by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bidiadur at the Council 
meeting of the 1st April, 1921,>for information relating to Ihe ybars 
1918*19 and 1919*20. l!he' receipts and expenditure for 1920 amount 
to Rs. 52,500 and Rs. 2,30,437-9-5 respectively. 

(h) These farms are purely experimental, but expenses are kept 
down as much as possible consistently with maintaining thd efficiency 
of scientific investigation, which is necessarily costly and not directly 
profitable. 

(c) Yes. This matter is receiving consideration. 

« > < 

Arrangement for holding charge during recess period of Sottlement 

Department. 

133. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue.(Land Revenue) he 
pleased to state the reasons why during the absence on leave of the settle¬ 
ment officers their assistants, while being allowed to bold charge of their 
posts, are not shown as officiating for them ? 

(b) If there is no necessity for officiating men during the recess 
period, are the Government considering.the desirability of reverting all 
settlement officers to the general department during that period P 

Tha Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The appointment of of settlement officer is ordinarily 
filled by an officer who would otherwise be entitled to an appointment as 
Magistrate-Collector. A junior officer* of the Indian Civil Service or of 
the Bengal Civil Service cannot therefore officiate as settlement officer. 

(b) It is necessary that some officer shoidd be in charge* of the rou¬ 
tine duties of the settlement officer when he is absent on leave. 

Audit foes lewiod from cooperative societioo. 




Industries be pleased to state whether tbe audit fees levied from the 
co-operative societies are accounted for on the receipts side of tHe 
current Budget estimated 

(h) If so, what is the amount of such receipts P • 

(r) .What is the amount of salaries and allowances paid to the 
auditors during the last two financial years; and what amount has been 
credited to the Government during the period, as audit fees levied from 
the co-operative societies? 

((f) What is the principle on which audit fees are levied from the 
co-operative soideiies? 

The Hoifbla the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khait Bahadurs (a) The receipts on account of audit fees levied from 
co-operative societies are included in the estimate under the head **FeeB 
for Government audits ” in the XXXV—Miscellaneous Budget for 
1921-22. 

(h) The estimated receipts for fees for audit of co-operative societ¬ 
ies for 1921-22 are Bs. 56,000. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

((f) The principle is laid down in notification No. 1379T.—B., dated 
the 22nd September, 1917, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 


Statement Referred to in the reply to uneiarred question No. 1S4 (c) 
showing the receipts on account of audit fees levied from co-operative' 
societies and the expenditure incurred on account of pay and allow¬ 
ances of auditors and their peons during the years 1919-20 and 
1920-21. 
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Scarcity of rice and otlier food-grains. 

136. BabU 8URENDRA NARAYAH SINHAS Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what steps,* if any, GevernmeAt are going to adopt to cope with the situa> 
tion arising out of the apprehended scarcity of rice and other food-grains 
caused by export in certain districts of Bengal P 

The Hon'blO Mr. KERRs GoTemment axe not aware of any apprehen¬ 
ded scarcity of rice or other food-grains due to export in any district of 
Bengal. 


Pensioners and enhanced rate of pensions. 

136. Mr. H. A. STARK. "Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Finance be pleased to state— 

(t) how many persons drawing superannuation dvil x>ensionH from 

the Bengal Government were on the Slst March, 1921, in 
receipt of pensions enhanced under resolution No. 1085 K. A., 
^ted Delhi, the 15th November, 1919, by the Government 
of India in the Financial Department; 

(u) how many persons drav^ing sdperaiinuation civil pensions .from 

the Government of Bengal were on the 31st March, 1921, in 
receipt of pensions enhanced under resolution of the Gnveni- 
inent of India in the Financial Department, No. 55 C. S. It., 
dated the 14th January, 1921; 

(nt) how many persons drawing superannuation civil pensions from 
the Government of Bengal on the 31st March, 1921, were ex¬ 
cluded from the opemtion of the resolutions cited in {i) and 
(tt) above; 

(tv) what was the total amount paid to each of the above groups of 
pensioners in April, 1921, for March, 1921 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (t) The number is 71. 

* . (u) The number is 139. But this figure is not complete as there is 
still a considerable number of cases ifnder inquiry. 

(ttt) (a) The number is 34. 

(5) The number is 2,026. The remark above applies to this figure 

also. • 

(tv) (a) The total amount of pensions paid is Bs. 31,541-1-11. 

(6) The total amount of pensions paid is Ks. 3,814-2. The*figures 
under (6) will be further enhanced when the cases under inquiry are 


Famine in Khulna. 

W. RaiHARENORANATH CHAUDHURll (a) la the Hon’blc 

the Member in charge of the Department cif Revenue (Land Revenue),* 
aware that there has been severe scarcity'and acute distress'in most of 
e VI lages in thanas Paikgacha, Kaliganj, Asasuni, Shyamnarar and 
Magiira in the district of KhulnaP 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the Government propose to take to mitigate the hardship and 

CllHvPCSSi 


(«) Has the attention of the GoTernment been drawn to the appeal 
over the signature of Sir P. C. Roy published in the newspapers? 

*''® “AHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
URDWAN: (a) (h) and (e) The member is referred to the cmn- 

m,mtgur reeentl.v published, which gives the answers to his questions. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURi: As regards the steps 
Government is said to have taken to mitigate the distress in Khulna, as 
piiblished in the commnnigur, , will the Government be pleased to state 
what amount has actually been granted f 

BuSwAM *"’raja BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN. If the member had read the rommvmgvf with a little 
more care he would have found his question already answered there 

The communique distinctly states the amount sanctioned to mitigate the 
distress in Rhulna. ^ 

M RAREHDRAHATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Honble the 
Member be pleased to state the exact amount? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA Bahadur «« 
BUROWAN; Bs. .32,000, and Be. 1,000 for the purchase of cloth. 

M MARENDRAHATH CHAUDHUm: Will the Hon’ble the 

purpose for which it is intended? 

The PRESIDENT; The question is in the nature of a request for an 
expression of opinion. I disallow it. 


Report of the Minieterial Offloeis* Saluy 
138. Babu SURENtfRA NARAYAN SINHA- Will in xr 

Je^emher in charge of the Department of Kinanri‘’;ii t 


^o.^^^der question 



(u) whether the report is unanimoue; 

(ui) when the report will be published tor the general infomiaiion 
of the public; and 

(tv) what is the lowest bcale of salary they have recommended and 
what scale the Government propose to accept? 

The Hon’bla Mr. KERR; (i) Yes. 

(n) No. 

(m) The report will be laid on the table during the present session. 

(tv) It is not clear to what class of employees the member refers. 
If it is to ministerial officers, the minimum salary proxmsed by the Com* 
mittee for such, on c.onfirmation, is Rs. 40 per mensem. Governments 
proposals are at present under consideration. 

a 

Cotton gronring in Bengal. 

139. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon^ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agricxilture and Industries 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken to promote the growth 
of cottcn in the province, especially siuco January last? 

(h) Have the Government any statistics by which they can say, as 
a matter of fact, what are the classes 6f cotton that by experience Imve 
been found to bo capable of being grown profitably? 

(c) Will tile Bnu'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government aie considering the desirability of publishing in a popular 
foim in the veinacular tJie information available to them in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) and (6) The member is referred to the reply 
given to question No. 33 asked by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta at the 
Council meeting of the 7th February, 1921. A bulletin on the history 
of cotton experiments in Bengal has since been published and instruc¬ 
tions have been issued to Agricultural ’Officers to encourage growing 
of cotton, as single bushes or hedges on raised land close to the home¬ 
steads of the cultivators. Cotton seed has also been supplied where 
wanted. , 

Tree cotton, such as Bourbon, or long staple varieties, such as Cam¬ 
bodia, Dhaj^ar or Buii, u ay possibly give satisfactory results when 
grown under the aliove conditions. 

(c) Steps are being taken to issue a vemacuiar edition of the bulletin 
pttlilisbcd in English recently. . * • 

Improvement of oottio brooding. 

140. Babu dATINDRA NATH BABU: Will the Hon’ble the Min- 

• • • % A ... • . * 


•pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken especially since 
Juniiiiry last to iuipi'ovc the breed and number ol cattle in the province P 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYLD NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs It has been decided at the conference of the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries held in April last that a cattle-breeding 
section should be established in every district, combined wiib. the dis¬ 
trict farms, as funds nnd local conditions permit. A scheme Is being 
worked out in consultation with the officers of the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment, and a start will be made by utilising the cross-^red bulls which 
will shortly be available at the Kangpur Cattle Farm. 

“Basudeva Mandir” in village Utter Shabazpur in BakarganJ. 

141. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA; (a) Will the 
IIoTi^ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education .be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the ancient temple, 
popularly known as ^^Basudeva Mandir,” in village Utter Shahaz- 
pur, within the jurisdiction of thana Hehendiganj, in the district of 
Bakarganj, is in a state of disrepair and neg1e<*tP 

Aro the Government considering the desirability of bringing the 
temple under the operation of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 
and to take steps for its preservation and repair? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. G. MITTER; (a) No. 

(6) The Superintendent, Archwological Suiwey, Eastern Circle, will 
visit the place shortly and submit a report on the advisability of bringing 
the temple under the operations of the Ancient Monuments Preserva¬ 
tion Act and taking steps for its preservation. 


Public Works Department subdivisions and Zilla School buildings at 

Burdwan. 

142. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
stiitc— 

(i) bow many subdivisional officers, Public Works Department, 
are posted to the district of Burdwan; ' 

(it) in what other districts of Bengal are there more than one sub- 
divisional officer j * . 

<in) what was the establishment coat of the Government when the 
• whole work was entrusted to the district board of Bunlwan 
ai\d what is the cost jj^ow; and 


(b) Is it a fact tliat the money sanctioned for the construction by tho 
Public Works Department of the Zilla School and attached buildings at' 
Burdwan was allowed to lapse last yearP 

(e) If«bBO, will the Hon’blc.the Minister be pleased to state reasons 
for it? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAiYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) (i) Three. 

(it) (7) 24-Parganas. (J2) Jalpaiguri, (5) Darjeeling, (4) Kajshnhi, 
(■5) Dacca, (ff) Mymensingh, (7) Faridpur, (S) Midnapore. 

(iii) Kupees 9,743 was the average cost of establishment for five 
years when Public Woi-ks Dex^rtment work was entrusted to the Dis¬ 
trict Board. This represents 1& per cent, of the expenditure on works 
and repairs. The present cost of establishment, taking an average of 
the past five years, is Rs. 25,169, which works out to 12 per cent, on 
the cost of works and repairs executed by the establishment maintained 
by Government. 

(tv) (t) Increased work. 

(it) Efficient 8ai>ervision and execution of the large amount of work 
adminisiratively sanctioned in December, 1919. 

A temporary construction subdivision was formed to cope with works 
amomiting to Ks. 7,54,(H)0 and*the continuance of this subdivision for 
two years fi'om December, 1919, was sanctioned. The question of con¬ 
tinuing or abolishing this subdivision will be examined in December, 
1921. 

(6) The allotment for the Zilla School for 1920-21 was Rs. 75,000 
and the expenditure was Ra. 74,727. 

(c) The question does not arise in view of the reply to (b). 

Distress in certain villages in Kandi. 

143. Babu8URENDRANARAYAN.8INHA: (o) Will the Hon’hie 
ihe Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether the Oovernment are aware that the people of the villages 
of Hatisala, Sundarpur, Belgram, Phupra, Tagra, Satitara, Ballavpur, 
Jajan and other adjoining villages have been suffering from much 
trouble, hardship and damage from the effects of flood? 

(b) If so, what measui'es, if any, are the Government taking to 
relieve the people of these villages situated ii^the subdivision ot Kandi 
in the district of Murshidahad ? • ^ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The Government are aware that some damage to 


of the Moiirakhi river, mainly through breaches in the Eamlnduri 
'erobanbrnents. which are not maintained properly.* 

(b) Government do not propose to take any action as the work of 
repairng the breaches should devolve on thazamindc^ coacenwd. 


Iniprovaiiwnt of food-groins and other ogriculturol produce. 

144, Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: ^ ill the Kon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture apd Industries be 
jdeased to state what practical steps, if any, and with what results, 
have been taken by the ^gi'ioultural Department, for the improvement 
of food-grains and other agricultural produce of Bengal (except the 
lutroduction of Kakya Boinhai jute and Indrasail paddy) during the last 
live years? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the annual reports of this 
Department for those years. It will be observed that a considerable 
amount of valuable work, which has already led to dehnite results, has 
lieen done on the following among ^ther crops in addition to Kakya 
liomhai jute and Indrasail paddy:— 

(1) paddy; 

(2) potatoes; 

(3) sugarcane; 

(^) ground-nuts; and 

(5) tobacco. 



Supplementary statements with reference io the answers given by 
Mr. HorneU to unstarred question No 66, (6) asked by Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta dt the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Oovncil 
7teld oh the 14th^arch^ 1921, 


Applloatlofis for raeurHwA tfranto from high sehoolo 

(for boy), 1930-21, 


Serial 

No. 

Names o? Scboolb. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How diaposed of. 


PfiBBlDENCY UlVlSlorf. 

" Kb. 

1 

1 

Towu Sripur 

— V • 

100 

The appHc&tioii ia recommended by 
the District Magistrate, but for 
want of fluids uo graut has been 
sanctioned. 

2 

Narail Subdiviaiotiol 

• •• 

150' 

1 

Ditto ditto. 

3 

Alamdanga ... 


200 

• , 

iHtto ditto, 

4 

1 

Saraogabad ... 

• •a 

1 

125 

1 

For want of funds the District 
Magistrate baa not been con¬ 
sulted. 

5 

Scottieh Cliurclies 
legiate. 

Col- 

500 

An application in the proper form 
has been called for. 


JuDgle Badhal 

• •• 

150 (about) 

• 

The District Magistrate is not iu 

1 favour of giving a grant unless it 
is amalgainatod with the Doaudia 
High hlnglish School. 

7 

Dhandia Union 


100 

Grant sanctioned. 

8 

(ktalmutli ... 

••• 1 

1 

100 

The District Magistrate has not been 
consulted for want of funds. 

9 

Mamnagar 

••• 

• 

100 * . 

Recommended by the District Magis¬ 
trate, but no funds are available. 

10 

St. PaiiVB Aided 

••• 

50 (addl.) 

The Secretary has been requested to 
submit an application showing the 

necessar}' particulars. 

• 

11 

St. John's Aided 

••• 

176 „ 

« 

• 

The application is under considera¬ 
tion, but there are no funds. 

12 

Oulfaatia ... 

••f 

180 

Grant sanctioned. * 

m 

Kalar ISdwkrd Aidiwl 


1 faddlll 

Sancttonpd Ks. ^0 montli onlv for 








Serial 

No. 


Names or Bchools. 


Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 


How diR)X)S3d of. 


Fbbsidsncy Divibion- 

COHCUl. 


14 I Sijgram Aided 


15 Arbelia Aided 


16 Nalta Aided 


... 120 (add!.) Sanctioned Ra. 50 a month only for 

the preaent fur want of funds. 

... Amount not The grant is not aanutioned for want 
stated. of funds. 

55 (addl.) Sanctioned Ks. 40 a month only for 
want of funds. 


17"^ Krishnath Collegiate Amount not Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

(Aided). stated. 


18 Kngratii Aided 


69 (ncldl. 


Ditto 


ditto. 


19 Paigram KHaha 


iO Beldanga Aided 


2t Jagabandhu Institution ... 150 

22 Ghakdah Aided ... 20 


23 MaUespur Aided 

24 Baruipur Aided 


25 Haliiganj Aided 


Sanctioned Rs. 15 a month only for 
want of funds. 

Not sanclioni'd for want of funds. 


... Amount not 
stated. 

... 65 (addl. 


Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


ditto. 


26 Rajibpur Aided 


27 Gosoin-Durgapnr 

28 Baharu Aided .. 

29 Narail Victoria Oollogiate 

30 Bongtion Aided 

31 Dumpol Aided 

32 Kbagra D. M. S 

33 Maberpur Aided .. 


Sanctioned Rs. 20 a iiiouth only for 
want of funds. 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 


Ditto 
■ Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


ditto. 


Sanctioned. 


Not sanctioned for went of funds. 


Sridbar-Bansidhar Aided 


34 







Serial 

No. 

Names or schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


• 

Busdwah Division. 

Bs. 



.^6 

PurbaBthali ... 

100 

Bs. 50 sanctioned. 


37 

Asaosol, E. I. By. 

475 

Sanctioned. 


38 

Dishergarb* ... 

100 

Bfl. 65 aaiictioued. 


39 

Patuli ... 

50 

Bs. 30 sanctioned. 


40 

Ikra ... ... 

» 

• 

400 

Grant refased as the school author¬ 
ities did not comply with the 
rules. 

41 

Okoraa ... ... 

155 

1 

Sanctioned. 


42 

••• ••• 

60 

Ditto. 


43 

Badla ... ... 

50 

Ditto. 


44 

BImita ... ... 

76 

This is an application for an 
creased grant, whicli was 
entertained. 

in- 

not 

45 

* 

Uaoiganj 

9 

200 

Sanctioned. 


46 

Ramgopalpur 

100 

Under correspoudenec. 


47 

NaBegraui ... 

108 

Bs. 68 sanctioned. 


4S 

Bampurbat Union ... 

150 

Under correspondence. 


49 

Butpor ... ... 

200 

Bs. 134 sanctiuiied. 


SO 

••• ••• 

160 

• 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


51 

Bttrapnrliat ... ... 

200 

Ks. 120 saiiclioned. 


.52 

Suri R. M. Inatitutioii ... 

125 

Sanctioned. 


53 

Hctainpore Baj 

200 

• 

Under correspondence. 


f>4 

Viahnupur ...' * ... 

175 

Rs. 149 sanctioned. 


55 

Baokura Hindu ... 

175 

Rs. 150 aanctioned. 


56 

••• 

135 

Bs. 105 sanctioned. 


67 

Kucbiakolo ... ... 

• 

75 

# 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

• 


68 

Bajgram ... ... 

125 

Not entertained. 


59 

Kuchkuchia... ... 

175 

• 

# 

Rs. 166 sanctioned. 

• 







Burial 

No. 

. Names ov schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

Hew dispoaed of. 


Bi'bdwan Division— 
cmtd. 

Kh. 

• 

6t 

Garbeta 

1 229 

Km. B5 sanctioned. 

G2 

Pingla ... ... 

1 156 

Uud^r correspoudcQce 

• 

03 

Conlai ... ••• 

467 

Kk. 150 sanctioDed. 

64 

Do Model 

150 

No grant was sanctioned as the 
conditions luid down in the rulcH 
were not coinpUcil with. 

G5 

Kharagpur ... ... 

1,100 

• 

Rb. 771 Banctioued. 

66 

(jhaiidrakona 

100 

Sanctioued 

67 

Jura ... ... 

! 115 

Rs. 50 8ancti<ii)e<]. 

68 

Tanilak 

200 • 

Km. 105 sanctioned. 

69 

Ohatul ... ... 

150 

• 

Its. 140 sanctioned. 

70 

Irpliala 

162 

Ra. 7o Hau'dioned. 

71 

Miduapore CoIIegiAte 

700 

Its. 654 sanctioned. 

72 

Cljuiaura U. F. G. 

200 

Sanctioned. 

73 

Serainpore Gollogiate 

350 

Rs. 300 sanctioned. 

74 

Konnagar ... ... 

190 

Rs. 113 sanctioned. 

76 

Kaikala ... ... 

80 

^Uiider correspODdence. 

76 

Bhaudarhai.! 

130 

Kb. 90 sancdoned. 

77 

Chatra N. L. Institution ... 

147 

Rs. 140 sanctioned. 

78 

Rajhalbat ... 

125 

Application not enterluiued. 

79 

Arambagh .. ... 

159 

Sanctioned. 

80 

••• «•» 

100 

Rs. 60 sanctioned. 

81 

Soinra ... ... 

75 

Banctioued. 

82 


.• 80 

Rs. 70 aanctioned. 

83 

Balagarh ... ... 

0 

100 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

84 

• 1 

150 

• 

Under correspondence. 


GftrbhowauiDur * ... 1 

150 

Rh 130 ■ann.tinnM) 







Serial 

No. 

KAMM of eCHOOLft. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How dittpoaud 


• 

• 

Burdwan Divisiok— 
condd. 

Ks. 


86 

Bally B. T. •• 

250 

Rh. 130 sanctioned. 

87 

Maju ... 

150 

Ua. 135 aanctioi.ed. 

88 

• 

JagatbailsTpur ... 

125 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

89 

Clialtakhali ... ' ... 

150 

Rs. 70 saDutiuued. 

90 

Bolutt ... ... 

150 

Re. 105 aaoctionod. 

91 

Miigkalyau ... 

^ 111 

Sanctioned. 

92 

Narit 

60 

Rs. 40 sanctioned. 

93 

Jhapardah ... 

, 150 

Rs. 70 sanctioned. 

94 

Jliiinkra ... ••• 

100 

Us. 50 sanctioued. 

95 

Raahpnr 

100 

Under corrcHpotideneu 

96 

Panitraa 

•50 ■ 

Ditto. 

97 

iVintfl ••• 

1 

145 

Rb. 96 BBDctioned. 


Dacca Division. 



98 

Mirpur Siddhanta ... 

150 

Not aanctioneib 

99 

Soiiakauda B. M. Inatitu- 
tion. 

200 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

100 

Adiabad iMinmia 

76(addl.) 

Ra. 40 sanctioned. 

101 

Raipara R. K. R. M- 

200 

Not sanctioned. 

• 

102 

Paikpara Union Institution 

100 . 

Sanctioned. 

103 

Ealigauj R. R. N. 

25 (nddl; 

• 

) Not sanctioned. 

104 

Chaudipeea ... ... 

150 

Ditto. 

105 

Qhosgaoa ... 

150 

Ditto. 

106 

. ••• 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

• 

107 

Kambari B. N. 

100 

^^t sanctioned. 

108 

Tangul B. B 

I60(addl. 

) Rb. 100 sanctioned. 

109 

1 Ketrakona UlainU 

100 

• 

Sanctioned. 





Serial 

No. 

Namss ok Scdoolb. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied fur. 

Ilow diapoaed of. 


Dacca Division— eoncli. 

Rs. 

f 

r 


Ill 

i*urbudlia1a ».• ••• 

100 

Not sanctioned. 


112 

Kiahoregauj AKitnuddio ... 

150 

Ra. 100 aanctioned. 


113 

Sataraai ... ... 

200 

Not eanctioned.. 


114 

Pangaa ... 

200 

Ha. 100 sanctioned. 


115 

Oltikatidi ... ... 

150 

Rs. 100 Bauctioued. 


116 

Gopalguiij M- N. Inatitu- 
tion. 

90 (addi.) 

Not sanctioned. 


117 

Kaiia R. R. ... 

A Builable 
amount. 

Ditto. 


118 

Netrakoua Dutta 

75 (add).) 

Rs. 65 sanctioned. 


119 

1 

Chboygoou ... 

200 . 

Not sanctioned. 


120 

Kadaintala George ... 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 


121 

Baranadi .«• 

260 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 



Daulatkban ... ... 

250 

Not sanctioned. 



Chittaoonq Division. 




123 

Khilpara ... 

200 

The grant could not 
for want of funds. 

be Bauctioued 

124 

Singergaon ... ' ... 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

125 

Kudurkliil 

. 100 

Ditto 

ditto. 


CliUtagODg ... ... 

220 

Ks. 150 sanctioned. 



Hatya Union ... 

160 

The grant could not be sanctioned 
fof want of funds. 

128 

B. K. Jubilee ... 

50 (addl) 

Ditto 

ditto. 

129 

Chandpur H. J. ... 

225 

Ditto 

ditto. 

130 

1 

Fool ... ... 

( 

« 200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

131 

Bralimanbaria Annada ... 

• 

ISO 

Ditto 

ditto. 

132 

Ditto George ... 

« 

100 

1 

EKtto 

ditto. 









Eierial 

No. 

Nahrb of Sobools. 

• 

Amoupt 
of graiik 
applied for. 

1 

How diapoaed uf, 


• 

CUITTAQOHQ DlYlfllOB 
— eoneld. 

• 

Rb. 

« 

. 

134 

ComilU YoRuf 

••• 

200 

The grant could not 
for want of funda. 

l>c aanctioned 

135 

No&khali Jubilee 

a •• 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

136 

Umatara 

« •• 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

137 

Batkawa 

• •a 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

138 

Anwara ... 

• ee 

. 200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

139 

1 

Barama 

aea 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

140 

Nabinagore 

ae«^ 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

141 

Sarul ... 

••• 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

142 

Murad nagi're 

a • • 

100 

1 

Ditto 

ditto. 

143 

Comiila Vicloria 

aaa 

150 

• 

Ditto 

ditto. 

144 

Obeora 

• • a 

too 

Ditto 

ditto. 

145 

Sonaimuri 

• e • 

200 

1 

Ditto 

ditto. 

146 

Pana Meah ... 

• a* 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

U7 

Oliogalnatya 

• •• 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

UR 

Bogiimgani ... 


200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

149 

Sandwip Cargill 

• •e 

, too 

Ditto 

ditto. 

150 

Lakahipiir ... 


100 

t 

Ditto 

ditto. 

161 

Raliatali 


150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

152 

Sitakund ... 

• a# 

100 

• 

Ditto 

ditto. 

153 

Hathasari 


100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

154 

Mohamuni ... 

• ae 

76 

Ditto 

ditto. 

155 

Noapara 


200 

Ditto 

• 

ditto. 

156 

Shakpara .«• 

ft 

• •a 

200 

• 

• Ditto 

ditto. 


Rajbhahi Divisiok. 




« 

167 

Naogaon K. D. 

• •• 

225 

• 

Ra. 200 aapoiioned. 

• 






Serial 

No. 

Names ot Schools. 

{ Amount 
i of grant 
j . applied for. 

f 

How disposed of. 


Rajshahi DiyisioN 

—iSOHtd, 

Be. 

a 

r 

159 

Tliiikiir^on ... 

300 

The Secretary baa been asked to 
apply iu the prescribed foim. 

160 

Ocbif^aiij ... 

200 

To l>e sanctioned in 1921*22. 

161 

Gaibandhn ... 

176 

Sanctioned. 

162 

lULto iHiamiii ... 

175 

Re. 140 sanctioned. 

163 

Uliak Atiitra 

150 

The Subdivisional Officer speaks 
against the scliooi. 

161 

Nilpbaniari ... 

340 

Sanctioned. 

165 

Sairlpnr 

200 

Ditto. 

166 

Mabimaganj 

50 i 

V 

Ditto. . 

167 

Sberpur ... ... 

200 

Ba. 175 sanctioned. 

168 

Soiiotola ... ... 

17.'’i 

Sanctioned. 

169 

Talora ... .«• j 

75 

Rh 60 sHiictioned. 

170 

Nitokhila 

60 

Sanctioned. 

171 

Kaloi ... ... 

150 

Ks. 100 sanctioned. 

172 

Sitkhanpuknr 

200 

Re. 75 sanctioned. 

173 

Khanjanpur ... ... 

150 

Sanctioned. 

174 

Slilhal Pakrashi 

200 

Not saijctioned. 

175 

Serajganj B. L. 

325 

Sanctioned. 

176 

177 

Shabazadpur 

220 

Ra. 200 sanctioned. 

Porjoiia ... ... 

175 

Sanctioned. 

• 

178 

Ullapore ... 

175 

Ditto. 

179 

F. P. Inatiiation, Jalpu- 
guri. 

r 

200 

Not sanctioned. 

180 

Pabna R. M. Academy ... 

‘ 100 

a 

Sanctioned. 

181 

Obowbari Islaraia ... 

160 (addl.) 

Not sanctioned as the school does 
not deserve it. 

189 ! 

RSlimirt ... * ... 

200 

Sanctioned. 



Namks or Schools. 


How disposed of. 


Serial 

No. 


Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 


1 

0 

Bajshahi Division^ 
eoMld. 

Ks. 

• 

183 

fiajarumpur 

160 

rite question of grant will be decided 
after visiting llic school. 

184 

1 Daulatpiir .... 

75 

Ditto ditto. 

185 

Gobiiidogaiij ... 

1.50 

The scliiinl authorities have lieen 
ttHkcd to supply all information 
required under the rules 

186 

Dinajpur ... * ... 

300 

The Secretary of the school has been 
informed that no grant can be 
sanctioned before the question is 
discussed with the coinmitlec. 

1 

187 

Kagail 

200 

No grant could lie sanctioned. 

188 

j 

1 

.ilipnr Doar 

9 

200 

The case could not lie disposed of as 
tile applicatiiiii was not pr«»perly 

1 

• 

A 

drawn up. 

189 

Kshitiifiolioii Institution 

( 

i:h 

The Siibdiviatonal Officer reports 
that tlio school is in a very bad 


i 

• 

condition. 

190 

Chak Bocbai 

200 

Mo grant could be yauctionod as the 
school was an unrecognised one. 

191 

TulRiHoliot ... 

1.50 

The grant was not recommended by 


t 


the District Magistrate. 

192 

i Sadiillapur ... ... 

150 

Xhe applicatiou has been senf to the 
. District Magistrate for opinion. 


Applications foi* ffccurrlnA grants from hltflt sehools 

(for girls), 1980-21. 


Pbksidrnoy Division. 

I Bralimo Oirls’ ... i 

i 

I 

Kajshahi Division. I 


Rfl. • 

, « 

150 (add!.) tIio applicatioo was returned vith a 
j reply that no funds wore available. 

' ) 

I 








Applloatlons fop oppifl irants fpom high aohools 

(for boy), 1980-81. 


Serial 

No. 

Names or Sohools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Pbbsidencit Division. 

1 

Rb. 


1 

Chakdah Aitlod (building) 

8,000 

Thf eatiiuated cost of the project U 
Rh. 8.000. sohool authoritieii 

have been asked to state whether 
they ore willing to contribute two- 
thi^a of the cost from private 
souroes. , 

2 

Aiii^ola ... 

1 

l,00'> 

The case cannot be enusidored unless 
the school is recognised. 

1 

B ! 

1 

Rangdia Aided ... 

8,000 

Under correspondence with the 
Director of Public Jlonlth. 

4 

1 

1 

Moheahtola Aided 

6,000 

f 

Under correspondence with the 
Secretary of the school. 

5 

Baairbat Aided ... 

18,310 

a 

Ditto ditto. 

6 

Gulhatia Aided (building) 

30,000 

Ditto ditto. 

7 

Rannghat Aided (furniture) 

1 

150 

# * 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

8 

Salar Edward Aided (land 
acquiaition). 

400 

Under coirjspondence with the 

Secretary of the school. 

1*- 

9 

Ranaghat Aided (play¬ 
ground). 

4,500 

• 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

10 

Klmgra L. M. S. Aided ... 

. 2,183 

Held up for waut of funds. To be 
considered in 1921-22. 

U 

Ciiakdah Aided (furniture) 

350 

Not sanctioned for wont of funds. 

12 

Bahirdia Aided ... 

173 

dMtto ditto. 

13 

Harinarayanpiir Aided ... 

136 

Sanctioned. 

14 

Mazilpnr Aided ... 

500 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

# 

15 

Jagabandhu Inatitution ... 

% 

ft 300 

Sanctioned. 

18 

Baruipur Aided ... 

ft 

» 

Amount not 
stated. 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

1 7 

fialaf. A lfla/1 /^nrnim 

inn 

1 








# 

Serial 

No. 

NAMIB or SOBOOLS. 

Amount ot 
grant 

applied for. 

How diepoited of. 


PRBRIDBNOV ifiriBlOM 
—coneW. 

Rh. 


18 

Goaltiiuth 

500 

• 

Not aanctionod for the failure of the 
Hchool authorities to comply v>ith 
the rules 

19 

Gitlhatia Aided (fnruitiirt') 

,300 

Not eanctiuucd for want of funds. 

20 

'toM’n Sripar 

250 

Sanctioned. 

21 

Nulla Aided 

150 

Not s.'Uictioncd for want of ftiiirlH. 

22 

Galtmtia Aided (pltt.y- 
grouad). 

-300 

• 

Under correspoudenco. 

23 

Sri ViHlmdliyanaiHla 

Sarnewati Vidyaiaya. 

Aiiiaurit not 
Btated. 

Ditto. 

24 

Rariili R. K. B. K. IlariKh 
Chandra liiKHtulioii. 

8,675 

• 

Additioiml grant. Held up for 
want of funds To bo considered 
in 1921-22. 

25 

Oiiuadaiiga ... ... 

16,000 , 

Und«jr correspondence, i 

26 

Meiiuiugar ... 

13,324 

Ditto. 

27 

Kagram ... ... 

2,248 

Litto. 


BuiiDWAN UlVJHION. 



^8 

1 « 

Pulsnri 

7,000 

Under coirospoiideuce. 

29 

Dainhnt (eo»i|H)niid wall) 

266 

Sauclioiiod. 

30 

Daiahat H<>t>trl(l>iii]diiig) 

Amount not 
Ktatcd. 

Not entertained. 

a 

31 

••• 

1C5 

Ks. 100 sanctioned. 

^2 

Aaanaid ... ••• 

2,317 , 

Under correspondence. 

33 

Rampnrlial Union •... 

• 

500 

Not entertained. 

34 

Snri B. M. liiKtitntiun ... 

2,500 

Rs. 1,.500 sanctioned. 

35 

Kuchiakole ... 

38,000 

Not entertainoil. 

36 

PalaahdflDga 

100 

Sanctioned. 

• 

37 

Bankura Hiodii 

10,000 

Under correspoudence. 

38 

Kotolpur 

1,667 

Ditto. 









Sciial 

No. 

NAMisor Schools. 

▲mount 
of grant 
applied for. 

How dtsposad of. 
• 


Bijbuwan Division 
— conckl. 

fis. 

a 

f 

40 

Ghaudrakoiia 



Not entertained. 

41 

Arambugli 

••• 

2,500 

Under correBpondeiice. 

42 

BliaudarUati 

• •• 

100 

Not entertained. 

43 

Bliaatara 


100 

Ditto. 

44 

Kaikula 


Amount not 
stated. 

1 

Under correspondence. 

45 

liajballiul 


6,000 . 

Ditto. 

46 

Hugati 

• •• 

500 

Rs. 400 sanctioned. 

47 

Janai ••• 

• •a 

200 

Under corrCHpondence. 

48 

llHoba-Mondaloi 

groiiod). 

(play- 

318 , 

1 

Sanctioned. 

49 

IlKOha-Moudalal 

roomM). 

(clasH- 

Dnlaiico of 
the grant 
of Us. 500. 

Ks. 100 sanctioned. 

50 

Gupti[>ara ... 


Ditto 

Kb. 50 sanctioned. 

51 

Scrauiporo Uuion 

• •• 

Ditto 

Kb. 100 saniioned. 

62 

Ditto 

• •• 

500 

Sanctioned. 

53 

ClitiiBura U, F. C 

a* a 

4,417 

Under correapondenoe. 

54 

Aiuta ••• 

• aa 

100 

Ditto. 

55 

Bagoan 

aaa 

Amount not 
stated. 

Ditto. 


Dacca Division. 

Kb. 


56 

Nelrakoua Datta 

■ as 

• 500 

Not eanctioned. 

57 

Idilpur ••• 


400 

Sanctioned. 

58 

Lotibitigh 

{ 

• •• 

260 

Ditto. 

59 

BajUpiir Edward 

• •• 

266 

Ditto. 


l 

Bartlie Tara Institutiou ••• 

400 

Ditto. 

1 

* 

1 

.t.. 












Serial 

No. 


’ Namis or SouooLS. 


GniTTAQUNa UlVlHlON. 


Amount 
’ of grant 
appli^ for. 


How diapoaedof. 


62 Fatehabad ... ••• ItOUO 

63 Bameiidra ... 2,500 


64 Feni .<• •*■ 1,522 

65 Do. ... ... 750 

66 UathaMiri 

67 Anwara ... ... 

68 Lorwargunj ••• ... 500 

69 Brahmanbarin Aunada ... 5,000 


70 Brabmanbaria Qoorgo 


71 Oabiirliat ... 

72 iHwarpatbaala, Corailla 

73 Brabtuaobnria Aiiuada 


74 Balurhat 


75 CbittagoDg 

76 Ubiitagong Municipal 

77 Futikchcri ... 

78 Qiitlmznri ... 

79 Noapara 

I 

80 Putya Bubatali 

81 Satkania 

82 Anwara ... 

Bajsbadi DirisiOK 

83 Saidpur ... 

84 Debiganj ... 


. 100 


Be. bOOsanuttoned. 

Grant could not be sanctioned for 

want of fiiuda. 

Under c<nisidoraliou 
Ditto. 

Sanctioned. 

Under correspondence. 

Bh. 435 sanctioned. 

Tlie grant could not Ito sanctioned 
for want of funda. 

A nominal grant will be mode in 
1921*22 to legalise laud acquisition 
proceedings. 

The grant could not be sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

Sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

Bs. 75 Kanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sancliotiod. 

Ks. 65 sanctionod. 

Sanctioned. 

• 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 

Bs. 75 sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

Rs. 80 sanctionod. 

Bs. 75 sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 

Ditto. 


85 Kurigram 


Dittd! 







Serial 

Mo. 

MAMB or SCHOOLS. 

Amount 
of grant 
applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Rajsbahi Division- 

~concld. 

Rs. 


86 

Cliowbari 


600 

Not sanctioned for want of sufficient 
details. 

87 

Sherpur 

•«e 

300 

Rs. 285 sanctioned. 

88 

Gaibandha Islamta 

••• 

600 

Sanctioned. ^ 

89 

Miiphainori ... 

eee 

500 

1 

P 

Thoro was no estimate along with 
tho letter and it was received too 
late to take any action. 

90 

Potajia 

eee | 

600 

As the work was taken up without 
the previous sanction of the 
Departmeut, no consideratiuu was 
made. 

91 

Nagharia ... 

• • • 

500 

Mot sanctioned for want of sufficient 
details. 

92 

Siliguri 

• ee 

23,000 

The case is being matured. 

93 

Radbanogorc Maauradar 
Academy. 

9,000 

Ditto. 

94 

Akrt?rnioni ... 

eee 

6,000 

Rs. 4,000 sanctionod. 


ApplloaUons for oapital grant for high aohoola 

(for giria), 1920-21. 


2 

3 


Presidency Division. 

Rs. 

Diocesan Collegiate 

10,000 

Victoria Institution ... 

• 

1,00,000 

• 

Bralimo Girls,— 

• 

(a) Land acquisitiun 

32,200 

(6) Now building ' ... 

^ 40,000 

4 

(e) Motor-buses 

'17,000 

• (d) Kurniture 


Gokliale* Memorial 

mm 


Tiic application was returned with 
the intiiiiatioD that funds were not 
availahle. 

The appIicHtioii was refused as 
neither land nor money wore 
available. 


Held up for want of funds. The 
school authorities were told that 
Rs. 600 only were available. 

The school authontiee were infoniied 
that funds were not available. 

The COSO is pending for want of 
funds. 

Ditto ditto. 

The school authorities have been 











Statement referred io in the reply to nneiarred question No, U (J). 

asked by Kumar Shib Sheklmreewar Hay at llte meeting of the 1st 
• April, 192L 

* • ' * AmouuL 

Name and natnre of cooatilneucy. Nsmea of candidatea. of eleotion 

expciifce»i. 

Its. A. V. 

Calcutta North (Nun-Muhaia* 

madan), Urban ... ... Babu Jatindra Nath Bomt ... 512 14 0 

Calcutta North-Weat (Nou-Muliaiii' 

modau), Urban ... ... Mr. Satiah Kanjaii Dns ... 3,674 12 0 

Kumar Rajuudra Noraiii Roy ... 2,959 1 9 

Cidcutta fiaflt (Non-Muhammadan), 

Urban ... ... Rai Uadha Charan Pal Bahadur 1,933 15 6 

* Lt.'Col. 8. P, Sarbadhikari ... 1,3.39 11 6 

CiUoulta Nortli Central (Nun- 

Miiliaiumadnii), Urban ... Dr. Haridhonc Dull, Kai Bahadur 595 1 3 

Mr. D. N. Dutt ... ... 18 8 0 

Calcutta South Central (Nori- 

Muhaiiutmdaii), Urlmu ... Babu Aawint Kumar Banarji ... 233 6 0 

Capl. Jiteiidru N'ath Banarji ... 271 13 0 

Mr. D. J. Ctilien ... 233 14 0 

bt. U. Sarkur ... ... 489 14 U 

Calcutta Soutii (Non-Muhummudaii)i 

Urban ... ... Babu Sureudra Nath Mailik ... 957 7 0 

„ Cham Chandra Riawaa ... 3 3 9 

Hooghly Municipal vNon-Muham- 

inadan), Urban ... ... Kul Mahcudra Gh. Mitra Bahadur 4U3 G 9 

„ Maheiidra Oh. Labiri Bahadur 84 11 9 

Howrah Municipal (Koii-Miiliam- * 

modnu), Uiban ... ... Babu Nityudhan Mukharji ... 2 6 9 

9 

24-Parganaa Municipal North (Nou- 

Huhummadan), Urban , ... Sir Sureudra Nath Banarji, Kt. IIG 5 6 

24-ParganaH Municipal South (Nou- 

Muhamiitadaii), Urban * ... Rai Jatindra Nath Chaudlmri ... 5,025 1 0 

Babu Sureudra Noth lluy ... 3,723 14 G 

Dacca City (Non-Muhaminadan), 

Urban ... ... Rai Peary Lai Dae Bahadur ... 87 10 0 

Babu Dhirendra Chandra Roy ... ‘27 12 C 

„ Sarat* Chandra Chakra- 

varti ... ... 10 0 

„ Dobeiidra Knmar alioi * 

Del>endra'Nath Daa ... Nil. 


Name and natnte of conatituenoy. 


Nanea of oandidatea. 


Anouiit 
of election 
expenaeii. 


, Bs. A. P. 

» ^ • 

Burdwun (Non-Muliaminftdan), Rural Rai Kalinabslia Ba»ii Bahadur ... 30C 16 3 

Babu Lata Bihari Bnae ... 271 14 0 

„ Amulya Gliaudra Mitra S G 

Raja Man! Lai Singh Roy .... 201 0*0 

Babo Qeraeiidra Natli Sen ... 1,136 14 0 

.Birbhinn (Kon-Muhammaflaii), Rural Raja Satya Kiranjan Chakravarti 6,637 7 7| 

„ Mahendra Narayan Chau* 

dhuri ... ... 538 9 3 

Rui Abinaah €b. Baudopadhaya 

Bahadur ... ... 3,534 9 3 

Babu Nabin Chandra Bando* 

padhaya ... ... 9 0 0 

„ Ninnal Sliib Baodo- 

padliaya ... ... 44 7 0 

„ Debraj Mukbopodhaya ... Not furuiabed. 

„ Gharn Glmndra Stuglia ... Ditto. 

„ *Binoy Kriahna MukliO' 

padhaya ... ... 3,730 3 3 

Lain Mritpiijoy Lul ... 128 3 0 

Rni Uajuiii Bliuttnii Miikbo* 

padhaya Bahadur ... Nil. 

Hankura Waat (Koii'Muhaitiinadan), 

Rural ... ... ... Ur. A. G> Dutt 45 0 0 

Babu Riubiitdra Nath Saikar ... 650 4 9 

„ S. L. Dutt ... ... 36 2 9 

„ Jagabaiidhu Singh Ghaii- 

dhuri ... ... 129 10 3 

„ Baidyauatb Mukharji ... Not furnished. 

« 

„ Bibhuti Blinson Ghose ... Ditto. 

Baukiira Bast (Non*Uiihanimadanj,. 


Rural 

... ... Mr. A. 0. Dutt 

••• 

701 

8 

6 


Babu Hishindra Nath Sarkar 

• ee 

154 14 

6 


Bhulanatli Bhattacliarya 

• ee 

72 

0 

0 


Gagon BibAri Ghose 

see 

23 

14 

6 

Midnapore North 

(Non-Muham- 





maduo), Rural 

... ... Raja Narendra La) Khan 

• •• 

2,918 

8 

G 


Babu Kadha Nath Poti 

• •• 

65 

5 

0 

Midnapore * South 

(Non-l/uhaini 





madan), Rural 

... . Baba Sarat Chandra Jana 


141 

7 

6 


,, Sarat Chandra Mnkbo- 





padhaya 

• •• 

54 

3 

9 


„ Puliu Behari Sahoo 

««• 

1 

2 

0 


Kam« ao(t utnro of co nititoeiiey. 


Names of candidalee. 


Amouiit 
of elratiun 
expenses. 


Ra. A. r. 

Midnapore South (^on-Muhain- 

roadanX Rural ' ... ... Baba Aaoka Chandra Dutl ... 835 13 0 

f, Narendra Nath Bo>=e ... 65 10 3 

f, Bipin Bihari Sanyal ... 439 4 6 

„ Manmatha Natli Bose ... 44^ 6 3 

•' „ Sital Froaad Ohoae ... 36 0 0 

„ Qriday Nath Majhi ... Nil. 

„ Mnkunda ‘Kialiore Oliakra- 

varti ... ... 5 4 0 

„ Ileliondra Natl) Adak ... 0 8 0 

, ^ Prabhat Chandra I>ulio ... 10 0 0 

,, Baranaahi Banarji ••• 14 0 0 

Rai Mahaiita Radha^ain Dns 

Adhikari Not furniahad. 

- TTnoghly-CKm-Howrali (Non-Miiliam- 

niadan), Rural ..• ... Babn Fanindra Lai De ... 2,075 0 0 

„* Satiah Chandra Mnkharji ... 247 3 0 

„ Girijn PrasAiina Roy ... 361 0 0 

s„ ITart rrasaiinn Sarkar ... 218 15 9 

24*Pargnna8 Rnral Cimtral (Non- 

Muhammadan), Rural ... Mr. Dliirendra Ohainlrn Ghose ... Nil. 

Babn Saahi Hakhar Boso ... Nil. 

„ RlialittBindlm Naskar ... 513 6 6 

,, Hera Chandra Naakar ... 1,898 12 9 

24'rarganaa Rural South (Non- 

Muhammadan), Rural ... Babu Harendra Krialina Dev 

Sarkar ... ... 76 13 9 

. „ Saahi Sckhar Bose ... 8.36 8 6 

Mr. Dlurendra Chandra Ghose ... 3,766 H 3 

24’Parganaa Rural Nortli (Non- 

Muiiamniadan), Rural ... Babu Sarat Chandra Boee ... 2,846 13 0 

Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri ... 4.255 5 6 

, Babu Salyendra Nath Boae ... 16,550 C 9 

Nadia (Non-Mohammadan), Rnral... Maharaja Khaunisli Ch. Roy 

Bahadur ... 3,232 8 8 

Mr. Jnanendra Nath Roy ... 7,119 12 0 

Hurahidabad (Non-lfuhamroadan), , * 

Rural Babu Surendra^Narayan Sinha ... 3,275 12 0 

„ Ramani Mohan Sen ... 686 0 6 

„ Anil Kumar Ohatarji 41^ O' 0 

f, Jnapendra Nath Chau- 


Name and nature of eonstituenoy. 


Names ol candidates. 


Amount 
of eieotion 
ejcpenneii. 


Utk A. r. 

* , • 

JefMore South (Nori'Miihainiuudan), 

Rural , ••• ... Rni Jadu Nath Mazuindar 

Bahadur ... ... 374 2 9 

Biihn Nalini Nalh Roy ... G,896 3 9 

JoHSore North (Non-Muhaminadan), 

liuial ... ... ... Babu BImbendra Chandra Roy... 298 6 6 

Kiiulua (Non-Muhaiiiiundan), Rural Bahu Suilaja Nath Kay Chau- 

dhiiri ... ... 14,983 3 9 

„ Hiikiinda Bihari Mallik ... 1,116 8 0 

^ Koi Auirita Lai Raha Bahadur ... 837 3 6 

Balm Bankiiii Ohafldra Sen ... 194 15 9 

Dacca Rural (Non-MuhatnmodAD), 

Rtiriil ... ... ... Balm Friya Nath Sen ... 998 10 9 

„ Jogendra Nath Roy ... 8,212 6 0 

Rai P. N. Baaii Chaiulhuri ... 69 2 U 

Bnbii Trailakha Nuth Ghuac ... 461 9 0 

„ Sarat Chandru Chakravarti 9 U , 0 * 

Myin»*nMiugli Went (Non*Muhani- * 

inadaii), Rnrtil ... ... Raja Manmutha Nath Kay 

Chaiulhuri ... 2,290 0 6 

• 

I4yioetii>iiigh Naat (Non-Miihaui- 

inadun). Rural ... ... Bahu llurihar Cliakravorti ... Not furiUMhed. 

„ Goiml Chandra Das ... 2,297 11 0 

„ Gol)endra Chandra Dey 

Roy ... ... 678 7 9 

Mr. SudhaugHliii Mohan Bose ... 4,156 7 9 

Babu Rajeirdra Kumar Sastri ... Not furuislied. 

« „ Suroudra Nath Sen ... 519 8 3 

« 

Faridpiir North (Nun-Mtibainmadan), 

Rural ... ... ... Dr. Jatiiidra Nath Maitra, n.B.... 290 3 3 

Bahu Kaliettra Gopnl Sarkar ... 117 6 0 

• aRai Rttdliika Mohnn Lahiri. 

Babuilur ... ... 1,813 4 6 

Babu Fratap Riabi alias Pratap 

Ch. Hnhidas ... Not furnished. 

* 

Faridpur South(Non-Muhaniniftdan), 

Rural ..1 ... .*■* Babu Krishna Daa Roy ... 580 5 6 

4 

„ Ksbirod Chandra Sen ... 126 1 0 

„ Bhuhaii Mohan Saha ... 63 12 3 

„ Mathura Nath Maitra ... 114 14 0 


flame and oatote of cooititaencjr. 


Kauies of candidates 


Amount 
of elect itm 
expetmeM. 


Bakerf^iij North (NDri*Mu)iaiD- 
•uiadao), Rural ... ... 


Rakarganj South (Non-Muham< 
iiiaJan), jiural 


Chiitagoiig (Noii-M«t)iaiuDiaifau)} 
Rural «•* ... •>. 


Bogra-eum-Pahiia (Nou-Muham* 
madau), Rural 


Jalpaiffuri (Nou-MuhaumaJanX 
Rural ... ... ... 



Rs. 

A. 

p 

Babu Nibaran Ch. Das Qupta ... 

I,4:i6 

7 

9 

Ur. R. N. Ro^ ... ... 


12 

6 

Babu Dliireudra Cli. Ray Cbau- 




dhuri 

no 

2 

3 

Babu Uireawar Sur... 

226 

13 

0 

„ Mono Mohan 8uba 

134 

10 

6 

Mr. T. U. GoBwaini ... 

f*9 

5 

0 

Babn Bipin Bibari Da» Gupta ... 

Nil. 


.Babii Nerodo Biliari Mallik ... 

433 

4 

6 

Bai Satyendra Nath Ray Chau- 




dhuri Bahadur ... 

1,270 

0 

9 

Mr. R. N. Roy ... 

4,126 

4 

3 

Babu Anuadu Charan Dutta 

744 

G 

3 

„ Kamini Kuuiar Das 

2r>7 

0 

G 

,, * Apurnu Charan Fathnr 

269 

12 

0 

Mr. Indn BhuBun Ontt 

60 

12 

6 

Babu Janhodu Kumar GhoHh ... 

384 

15 

5 

„ Rnmk Oiiainira Churinakar 

74 

4 

0 

Babu Kishori Mohan Climidhuri 

S75 

2 

0 

„ Suretitira Narayaii Bhuya 

42 

13 

0 

„ KBiiitish Chandra Tagore 

193 

6 

9 

Babu Tanka Nath Chaudburi ... 

474 

14 

6 

„ Kedar Nath Sen 

1 

4 

0 

Bui Sabib Panchauuii Banna 

1 

1(0 

13 

9 

Babu Jogeah Cliaiidra Sarkur ... 

436 

10 

0 

Rai Sarat Cb* Ohatarji Baha<lur 

102 

7 

0 

Babu BaBauta Kumar Ghosh ... 

331 

13 

0 

„ Stirendra Ch. Kay Cliau- 




. dhuri 

807 

4 

0 

fSr Ashutoah Chaudburi, Kt. ... 

6,051 

8 

G 

Rai Dilianath Hiswas Bahadur ... 

996 

13 

G 

Babu Sitanath Adhikori ... 

111 

6 

0 

„ Suresh Ch. PakraHlii ... 

339 

0 

6 

Bai Sahib NRvtaui Ghalak 

' 114 

4 

6 

« « 

Babu Uameah Chandra Bagchi... 

240 

9 

9 

Babu Prasauiia [>;b Raikyt 

9 

1,431 

8 

0 





Amount 

NauM and nature of oouHtitoencf. Namea of eandidatoa. 

* 

of election 



ex{tenseR. 



Ra. a. 

* 

!■. 

Calcutta North (Muhammadan), * * 




Urlmn ... ... ... Dr. A. Siihrawardy 

»«e 

26 0 

0 

Mr. J. R. Zahid Sulirawardy 

• •• 

Nil. 


prince Afaal*iil-Mnlk Mirxu 



Muhammad Akram Hosaain 



Bahadur 

aee 

4 7 

0 

Sycd Brfaii All ... * 

• af 

Nil. 


Hauivi Abdul Aria Allabux 

• 99 

Mil. 


Calcutta South (MiihnmmadaiiX 




Drltan ... ... ... Mr. J. K. Zahid Siihrawardy' 

999 

154 12 

0 

Khan Bahadur Abdiia Salam 

999 

239 2 

0 

Prince Afanbul-.Mulk Mirza 



Muhammad Akram Iloaaain 



Bahodar ... 

• •• 

5,993 4 

6 

Dr. A. Sulirawardy 

• •• 

41 8 

0 

Sycd Naaim AH 

• •a 

4 14 

0 

Syed Erfaii Ali ... 


Nil. 


Maulvi Abdul Halim 

••• 

Nil. 


Hooghlyeum-Howrah Municipal 




(Muhammadan), Urban ... Prince Akram Honaaiii 

• « 

Nil. 


Mr. Ahdul*Uahiin 

• • • 

2 8' 

0 

Dr. H. Siihrawardy 

• et 

430 13 

0 

Syed Erfan Ali 


Nil. 


Maulvi Zelfar Kaliiin 

eee 

0 4 

-9 

„ Mowdiid Rahman 


15 0 

0 

Barrackpur Municipal (Muhani- 




madoii), Urlian ... ... Syed Mukaood AH ... 

eae 

148 4 

6 

. „ Erfan AH 


Nil. 


„ Mowdud Rahman 

• ee 

Nil. 


Khan Saliib‘Maulvl Abdnr Rahim 

Nil. 


Prince Akram Hoasain 

• 99 

Nil. 


Al>dii) Qunny MalHk 


Nil. 


24*Par;;'Ana8 Municipal (Muham* 




tuadnn) Urban ... . ... Mr. Zuhid Suhrawardy 

a •• 

18 0 

0 

Prince Akram Hoapain 

••• 

7 15 

0 

Lutfnr Rahman 

••• 

7 8 

0 

Dacca City (Muhammadan), Urban Nawabsada K. Mahoiner Afaal 

• ee 

28 0 

0 

Burdwan Division North (Muham- 




madan), Urban ... • ... Maulvi Muhamoiad Madaasar 



' Hosaain .«• 

••• 

171 0 

0 

&fr. U. S. Sulirawardy 

• •i 

Nil. 


Syed Muhammad Abdulla 

»#• 

Nil. 


Mr. Zobadiir Rahim 

• •• 

39 13 

0 



NaiMMd iiatoro of oonstitueney. 


fiurdwaii Di?iaton SotitlitMuliam- 
madan), Urban 


24-Pargaaa8 (Muhnnimadati), Rural 


Nadia (Mti)iaininA(lau)i Rural 


Mrir.sliidaliocl (Mubaniinoilan), Rural 


flesaore South (iSfuhainiuadmi), Rural 


Jesaoro North (Miihammadan), $ural 


Khulna (Muhammadan), Rural 


Dacca Weat (Muhammadan), Rural 
Dacca East (Muhammadan). Rural 


NameB of eandldataa. 


Mr. U. B. Sulirawardy 

Prince Alcrnm Hcmsaio 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy 

Mr. Zahid Hahrawardy 

Syod ICrfaii Ali 
,, Naaim Ali 

Mr. Zaiioor Ahmed ... 

„ Muwdiir Rahman 

Prince Afaar-ul-Mulk Miraa 

Muhammad Akram Hussain 

Roliadiir ... 

Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy 
Maulvi Md. Volayct Ali 
Mr. Zahid Suhrawardy ... 

Syed Naaiin Ali aa# 

Maulvi Siiamaul Haqiio 

Mr. Syed Erfan All 

Munslii Syed Ahdid Jahhor 

Maulvi Syed AIhIuI Quddna 

Uiiini 

„ Ruzaul Uiiq 
Mr. Zahid Suhrawardy 

Manlvi Ekromul Haq •«. 

Syod Sa<luq Hern 

Chnudliuri Md. Maoaliarul Uaq 

Maulvi Rafiiiddiu Ahmed 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy 

Mr. Zahid Suhrawardy ... 

Kari Amanatulla ... 

Maulvi HurmotoUa 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ahdus 
Salam ... ... 

Maulvi Basiruddiu 

Prince Akram UoaHuiii 

Mr. Zahid Suhrawardy ... 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy 

Khan Bahadur K- Mahomed 


Amount 
of •lection 
•ipenaeii. 

Rb. a. p. 

29:1 0 0 
Nil. 

Nil. 

NiL 

Nih 

33 0 i) 
175 4 7 
Nil. 


15 0 U 
Nit. 

Not furnished. 
Nil. 

171 11 9 

6 2 0 

390 10 6 
10 14 U 

39H 13 6 
111 13 0 
Nil, 

101 0 3 

76G 2 U 
Not fiiriiiahed. 

101 14 0 
4 0 0 
Nil. 

2 11 ® 
28 0 0 

1,227 2 0 

3 2 0 
596 12 0 
538 6 0 

155 1 0 



Name and nature of oonsiitoency. 

Namefi of aandidateii. 

Amount 
of election 
ex pen nee. 





Rb. a. r. 

Mymeimiiigh Weat (Mitlimnmadau), 
Rural 

Yakub All Eltan 

Not furniaheil. 




Khaiidakar Arhamuddin 

174 4 9 




Amin Alt Talukdar 

Not funiialied. 




Md. AIhIuI tiafihir Mia 

618 9 0 




,, Abdul Jabhar Taiwan 

1,201 0 6 




Nawnb Syed Nawab Ali 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 

c.i.R. ... ... 1,605 5 9 




Sycd Muhammad Hosaam 

194 7 3 




„ Huahidazammau Chaudhuri Not fiiroieiiod. 




Ur. A. Suhrawardy 

... 3 0 0 

Mynienaingfi Kant (Muliatnmadao), 
Rural ... 

Nawab Syed Nawah Ali Chao* 

dhiiri, Khan Bahadur, o.J.ie. ... 3,584 8 3 




Maulvt Rnfiquddiu Khan 

437 8 3 




„ . Talu HuBsain 

130 8 0 




Syed Krtaii Ali 

0 3 G 




Uowan Abdul Alim 

Nut fiiruiHhed. 




Dr. A. Suhruwardy 

3 0 0 

Kbridpur, 

Rural 

North 

(Muhaininaduii), 

••• eea 

Muulvi AUlul Kuaitn 

10 0 0 

Fnridpur 

Rural 

South 

(Miihamiiiadau), 

Muuahi Maiwauuddiu Dlinia 

Not furniBlied. 




Mauivi Meaboliuddiu Ahmed 

2,406 11 6 




Rahmat Jan Chaudhuri 

126 12 0 




Molla Md. Abdur Rahman 

Nut furiUBhed. 




Mr. Z. R. Siibrawardy 

Nil. 

Bakargaiij 

Kura! 

North 

(M 11 hail 1 inndaii ),\ 

««• 

MaulW A. U. M. Wazir Ali 

59 1 3 

Bakargatij 

Rural 

West 

(Muhammadan), 

••• ••• 

Madtvi Azaharuddin Ahmed 

978 3 G 




• 

„ HaMheiiiati Khan 

101 8 3 




,, Muhafezuddin Ahmed 

647 ID 0 




Ohiiudhuri Md. Ismail Khan 

Nil. 




Mauivi A. H. M. Wazir Ali 

Nil. 




„ Syed Abdul Kader 

253 12 6 




„ Muhaimuad Ashraff 

Nil. 




Dr. A. Suhrawardy 

Nil. 


Bakarcaui Sooth rMuiiainumdeo'), 



Name and nature of coniititaeDoj. 


Nameii of candidates. 


Amonnt 
of election 
expenaee. 


Cliittai^ong (Muhammadati), Rural 


Tlppera (Mahammadaii)) Rural 


Noakhaii (Mufaatiimadan), Rural 


Rajshahi 

Rural 

South 

(MuliaiiiDiadaD), 

•••• 

Rajahahi 

Rural 

North 

(Mulioniinadan), 

aea ••• 

Diuajpur (Multatnmadaii), Rural ... 

Rnngpurr 

Rural 

Went 

(Muhauiuadau), 

••a ••• 


Raogpnr East (MnhammadaiOf Rural 
Bogra (MnhaiuiuadaiOt Rural ... 


Mauivi S/ed Maqbul Huaaatn ... 
Hr. M. A. Azini 

MuDsbi Aynbali ^ ... 

„ Amiralt ... 

Md. Nasiin Sernng 

Mauivi Slial) Suiyid Kmdadul 

Rnq ... ... 

ICazi Oolain Maliiuddin 
Faruqui e«a vaa 

,, MalmCezuddin Ahmed ... 

’Miiualii Nadir aaa ••• 

Mauivi Rynd Alidiil Jahhar 

„ Nurul Uaq Gliaudliuri ... 

... Miinahi Mftkramali 

„ Jafnr Alitiied 

Manlw Ntiriil Haq Chaudhuri ... 

„ Majibiir Haidar ' Chau- 
dliuri ... 

„ Alt Haidar Chaudhuri ... 
Muuslii Yakubali 
„ Yutiufali 

Mauivi Emudiiddiii Aluited ' ... 
Ilazi Lai Muhaiiiutad Rardar 
Muhammad Akkel ... 

Quazi Yitaiif Ali 

^han Bahadur Mauivi Miilinm- 
innd Eraad Ali Klmii Cliau- 
dhuri ^ ... 

Muulvi Yaquiiiuddin Aliine<l 

Mauivi Rliah Alulur Rauf 

Muliainnicd Aaaf Khan ... 
8 yed Abdul Fattah 

Mauivi Uamiduddin Khan 
Khan Sahib Abdul Majid 

The Hou'lAe Nawab Byetl 
Nawab* Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Baliadur, 0.1.B 

Khan Rahadnr Mauivi Hafizur 
Kabaman Chaudhuri 


Rh. a. r. 

4 0 0 
&f> 0 0 
65 0 0 
7(1 0 0 
Not funiiabed. 

IKU I 3 

243 14 6 
23 0 0 
51 0 0 

Not furiMaliod. 
Ditto. 

69 13 0 
69 1 0 
l.'iO 8 0 

667 8 0 
17 1 9 
Nil. 

Nil. 

201 11 0 

174 1 6 
12 10 9 

.32 0 0 

516 7 3 
9 14 0 

175 13 0 
Nil. 

98 0 0 

395 6 0 
193 14 0 

207 13 6 
637 8 6 





A-monat 

Same And iwiure of conttifcuenoj. 

Mames of oandidAles. 


of eieotion 




espensei 

1. 




Ra. A. 

p. 

Pabna (Mahammadaa), Rural 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi *WaBim' 




uddin Ahraod' 

ASO 

6 14 

6 


Maulvi Mubammad Abdul Majid 

0 I 

6 

Malda-^um-Jolpaigtiri (Miiham- 



• 


madau). Rural 

Mr. K. Abmod 

A • • 

1,965 13 

0 


Maulvi Fttziul Karim 

t AA« 

2,402 0 

3 


Bltaikli Sultan Khalifa 


Not foriiisboil. 


Miiiishi Kainiruddiu Ahmed 

• o« 

Ditto. 


Freeidenc; Aud Bardwatt (Gjiiropoan) 

Mr. W. U. Uao 

• •a 

2,290 8 

0 


„ 0. 0. Bomfry 

• o« 

366 12 

0 


Col. A. T. Pugh • ... 


3,378 U 

0 


Rev. U. Anderson ... 

A «• 

1,414 8 

0 


Mr. M. M. Crawford 

• • s 

1,458 13 

0 


„ J. Gainphell Forrei^tor 

A AS 

1,288 11 

3 


Dr. Adrian Caddy ... 

AAA 

1,213 11 

3 


Mr. H. Pbelpa ... 

AAA 

57 8 

0 

Dacca aodCUittagoug (tSnropeau) ... 

Mr. Maloolni Oathcart 

• A* 

Nil. 


Rajaholti (lCuru|iean) ... 

Mr. W. L« Travers ... 

A* A 

50 10 

0 

Anglo-Indian 

Mr. 11. Barton 

s a« 

9IC 3 

3 


H. A. Stark ... 

• >A 

on 13 

9 


„ H. W, B. Moreno 

AAA 

40 0 

0 

Burdwon Landboldera 

Rui Lalit Mohan Singh 

Bay 

• 



Bahadur 

A« * 

1,927 0 

0 


Babu Siva Naraiu Mukharji 

S AA 

Not furnished 

• 

ProBideucy Landholders 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. G. Mitter, 

• 



O.I.K. ... 

aaa 

529 2 

0 

Dacca Landholders ... 

Uubu Brajeudra Ktsbore 

Ray 




Chaudliuri 

AAA 

890 8 

6 

Chittagong Landholders 

Roi Upondra Lai Roy Bahadur ... 

179 1 

6 

Kajshahi Latidltolders ... 

Kumar Bhib Shekhareswar 

Ray 

6,077 3 

A 


Babu Tanka Nath Chaudburi 

• 

AAA 

6,670 10 

9 

Calcutta University ... 

Uai Bahadur Jogeudra Chandra 




Ghose 

AAA 

1,124 7 

0 


Babu Surendra Chandra Sen 

AAA 

273 12 

0 

t 

Sir Nilratan Sirkor, Kt. 

• AA 

3,6.35 10 

9 

Bengal Chathber of Commerce .y * 

Mr. U. M. Watson Smyth 


Nil., 



„ T. Campbell ... 

AAA 

Nil. 



„ J. B. Boy 

• AA 

Nil. 



„ 0. W. RhodeSf aB.B. 

A«e 

Nil. 



Name ud ufcare oi oonfltitaeooy. 

Naniea of oandidatai. 

nf cloetioa 
expenses. 


• 

Ks. A. 

p. 

ludian Jute UUIb AasodttiOD •.# 

Mr. B. H. L. Langford James 

Nil. 


- 

„ B. A. White ... 

Nil. 


lodian Tea Awooiatioo ... 

Hr. A. D. Cordon ... 

Nil. 


Indian Mining AsBociation 

Hr. W. L. Corey ... 

Nil. 


Caicatta Trades AsBOcialion 

Mr. F. A. Lamionr 

Nil 


• 

Bengal Natioual Chamber of Com- 
merce ... ••• ••• 

Itaja lieesheoCasu Law 

125 6 

0 


Babu Amulya Dhon Addy 

1,687 2 

3 


- „ Madliob Cobinda Boy 

Not fiirtiished* 


Naiida Lai Boy 

IHtto. 


Bengal Muwari ABSociation 

Babn Koahornm Poddar 

Nil. 


Bengal Mabajau Babha 

Ur. Torit Bbtiaaii Boy 

11 6 

0 



The Finance Memher’e Statement. 


The Hon’ble Mr. KERRs Sir, in accordance with the provisions of 
section 92 of the Bengal Legislative Business Rules, 1 beg to lay on the 
table a statement showing the action tahen by the lo&il (^oveininent 
and by. His Excellency the Governor under section 72 D (2) ^f the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act since .the last meeting. The first items covered 
by the orders of His Excellency are those relating to the Miduapore 
{•artition scheme and the acquisition of land for the Lol Baaar Police 
Headquarters. His hixcellency explained to the Council last April 
what he proiwsed to do regarding these matters and I need not say 
anything about them now. For closing up the work of the Mymen- 
singh partition scheme His Excellency has under section 72 D (2) (h) 
certified a sum of Rs. 2,00,000. For expenditure on the Chittagong 
Port, for five months, His Excellency has (Certified an amount of 
Rs. 16,000 as an emergent measure. The Government of India informed 
us lust April, after the Budget had beeu passed, that they had decided 
not to make Chittagong a major port and consequently the IjocsI Govern¬ 
ment will be responsible for the exi^endituro on the Chittagong Port. 
In order to provide funds to keep.the Port establishment going, His 
Excellency has certified this sum of Rs. 16,000. A supplementary 
demand for the balance required will he placed before the Council next 
week. 

For the sum required for the Paper-Book Department of the High 
Court, His Excellency has certified Rs. 63,000 under instructions from 
the Govemmont of India. As the Council aie aware, this matter has 
been under correspondence with the Goveromout of India and they 
have directed us to restore sufficient provision to enable the extra staff 
required for the Pajier-Book department to be ejnx>loyed for six mouths 
pending afurther examination of the question. 

There is another small item of Rs 14,000 for an amount decreed on 
account of the acquisition of premises No. 113, Upper Circulai’ Road, 
for Uie Calcutta Police. It Was necessary to certify the sum immedi¬ 
ately so as to prevent interest charges running up. 


List of certificates given hy HU Excellency either restoring grants or 
authorising emergent expenditure to be placed in the Council meeting 
on 4th Jufy, 192U 


Descriptions 

t 

9 

t 

Under secUon 
72D(5)(«). 

Under nection 
72D (2) (»). 

( 

Rb. 

Ka. 

(1) For works in connection with th^ Midna- 
Dore partition soheipe. 

.. 

1,62,000 










r 

Desoriptiuu. 

Uuder Section 
72D (2) (a). 

Under section 
72D (2) (6). 

• 

Us. 

Rs. 

(2) For works in connection with Myrnonsiugli 
partition scheme. 

• 1 


2,00,000 

0 ^ ' 

(3) For works in connecdon with Midnapuro ^ 
purtitiun echeiuo. 

5,63,0tK) 


U) Acquisition of land for the Lai Bazar Police 
Headquarters, 

2,H3,000 


(5) For expenditure in the Gliittngong Port for 
five monllis. ^ 

• 


16,000 

(6) For tlio PajHir-Book Department of the High 
Court. 

53,000 


(7) For payment of the ariionrit decreed on : 
account of the acquisition of premises 
Nu. 113, Upper Circular Boad for tbo 
Calcutta Police. • 

1 

# 

1 

14,143 


Partition op Miunapoue. 


Undor proviso (b) to secition 721> (S) of the Governniont of India Act, I boreby 
authorise, as a case of emergeiK^y, the expenditure of Bs. 1,62,000, which is iiec'essary 
for the payment on aci!>»unt of works establishment and of bills fur work done in 
connection with the partition of the di8t;rict of Midnapore. 

* RONALDSHAY, 

Governor of Vewjal. 

The mh Afnil mi. 


FaBTITIOV op MTMENStNGU. 

Under provi8o(&) to section 72D (S) of the Oc^ernment of India Act, I hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Rs. 2,00,000, which is neces¬ 
sary for the payment of the charges which have been, or will have to be, incurred in 
closing down, in the most economical manner, the works now in progress in connec¬ 
tion with the partition of the district of Mymensiugh. 

RONALDSHAY, 
Governor of jScngal. 

The tSih April 19X1. 

Partition op MroNAConB. 

• 

I hereby certify that the expenditure provided fur by the demand of Rs. 5.53,000 
for the construction of buildings in oonneciion with the partition of the Midnapore 
district, under the head “41-ijiTil Works—^Public Works Department,” it^ essen¬ 
tial to the discharge of my res'ponsibility for the subject. 

RONALDSHAY, 












- Quabtbbb roB Mabbzbd SnoBunrSi OALovnA Poura. 

1 hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 2,83,000 
for the acquisition of land for the conatruction of quarters for the married serfceatita 
of the Oaloutta Police, under the head '^41—Civil Works—P.W.D.,’* is essential to 
the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. ' ' 

BQNAliPSHAY, 
Oovemor of Bengal. 


The 8th May 1921. 


Patxbnt or cHABQSB OF PoBT Officbb, Chittagono Pobt. 

Under proviso (&) to section 72D {2} of the Government of India Act, 1 hereby 
authorise as a case of emergency the expenditure of Bs. 16,000 which is necessary 
for the payment of the establishment and contingent charges of the Fort Officer 
of the Chittagong Port. 


The 9th May 1921. 


RONALDSHAY, 
Oovemor of Bengal. 


Papbb-Boox Dxfabticsnt. 


Whereas I have been directed by the Ganremment of India* to provide a sum of 
Rs. 1.30,000 for the Paper-Book Department of the High Court under head '*24 A— 
Administration of Justice,’* and whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has refused 
its assent to a demand for a grant for this purpose and whereas 1 have been directed 
by the Government of India to restore sufficient provision to enable the extra staff 
required independently of the Paper-Book Department to be met for one year as 
well as the extra cost involved in the Paper-Book Department for 6 months, 1 hereby 
certify under proviso (a) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, that 
Hie expenditure of Rs. 12,0^ and of Rs. 41,000 for the above purpose respectively, 
amounting altogether to the sum of Rs. 63,000 is^essential for the discharge of my 
roBimnsibility for the subject. 


The 26th May 1921. 


RONALDSHAY, 
Governor of Bengal. 


PoucB Station at No. 113, UppEB CntouLAB Road. 

Whereas the High Court of Calcutta has decreed an additional payment of 
Rs. 14,143 for the acquisition of premises No. 113, Upper (./iroular Road, for Ike 
establishment of a Police Station in the town of Cahnitta, 1 hereby authorise, under 
proviso (b) to section 72D 6f the^ Government of India Act, the expenditure of this 
sum as being necessary for the cairying on of the Police Department. 


RONALDSHAY, 


Govirimieiii Btlitt 


The Bengal Children BiU, 1821. 

The HoiHMe Sir. ABD-Ufi-RAHlMs Sir, I iairoduce this BiU io 
make farther proyision for the custody, trial and punishment of youthful 
offenders and for the prc^tection of children and young persons, as is 
stated in the preamble. The Bill is at present intended to be 
confined to the town of Calcutta. It was considered that 
we should wait till further experience is obtained of the 
operations of this Bill and until more institutions are available 
to give effect to its provisions, before applying the Bill to the other 
parts of the Presidency. So the power is reserved to extend the opera> 
tion of the Bill to other parts of Bengal by a notification. It may also 
Lave been noted that the .application of this Bill has been confined to 
hoys and does not extend to girls. It was coiisideicd that public 
Opinion here was too sensitive on all questions relating to girls and it 
was thought prudent not to extend the Bill to girls for the present. 
There would be also a greater difficulty as regards the training of the 
girls. Wv! are at present making a fairly big expGrtme.nt in respect of 
boys and it was thought advisable ^at the training of girls may be 
deferred for the present. ^ 

This measure is intended to feplace the Refer ouitory Schools Act. 
That Act was rather limited in its operations as the members of this 
House may know. It dealt only with youthful offenders; this BiU, on 
the other hand, intends to provide for cases of unprotected children who 
have not committed any crime hut who, owing to their unprotected 
condition, are likely to drift into crime unless th.ey e^Te taken charrre 
of hy the State. This is a considerable extension and I think the 
members of this House wilL agree that if we could work the provisions 
of this BiU in this connection it may he of considerable use to the com¬ 
munity. As everybody is aware there is a very large number of 
unprotected children—children who are not looked after properly by 
liny one—^who roam about in the streets of Calcutta with the result that, 
unless .they are taken in hand and properly educated and trained, they 
would inevitably turn out criminals. That is one aspect of the Bill and 
in that respect it is very much in advance of the Reformatory Act. 

The BiU makes a distinction between children under 12 years of age 
and young persons between 12 and 16. It makes separate provisions for 
them and it takes care, as will be noted, to have the children under 12 
8ei>arately treated and in a different way from young pei'sons who have 
been convicted of an offence. 

The Bill again provides for a number of institutions where children 
and ycung persons can be educated and trained. 

Ft also provides for the establishmefit of separate coui^ and where 



- and for orderB under the Act being passed by courts sitting in separate 
rooms. The idea is that children should be kept away as far as possible 
ooutact with confirmed criminals. They ought not to he made tu 
feel that they are being dealt with as criminals, y? , « 

Id another reepec't there is a difference between the jirovisions c»f 
this Bill and the Reformatory Schools Act. This Bill enhances the age 
of the persons who may be dealt with, from 15 to 16. I have no doubt 
that this will be considered to be an improvement. There is only one 
section of the Reformatory Schools Act which has been retained, viz , 
section 15. That section reserves power in the Governor General in 
Council to peimit the detention of youthful offendcis of one province 
in the Reformatory Stihools of another province. That is due to the fact 
that some provinces have not got Reformatory Schools, including 
Bengali. The boys dealt with under the Act here are now sent b) the 
Hazaribagh Reformatory School. 

The Bill is based mainly on the Madras Act of lli^O, which again 
is based on the English Children Act of 1908. The English Ckddien 
Act is a coMpreheusive measure and deak witli many mattets which 
do not require to be considered in Bengal. But most of the provisions 
of our Bill are to be found in the Khglish as well as the Madras Act. 

The Bill has been under the consideration of the Government for a 
long time but owing to the war and fts after affects it could not l>e 
brought l*ofo]o the Council, as it was felt that financial stringenesy would 
not iiermit us to found the necessary institutions. Finanouil difiicul- 
ties have unfortunately continued long after the war and even at the 
piesent moment we have not got over them, but it has been thouglit 
that we should not postpone this measure any longer and that we must 
make an attempt to find the necessary funds to give effect to it. 

I shall now briefly summarise the main features of the Bill. First 
of all as I have already stated it deals -not only with youthful offenders 
but alsf: with children under 12 years of age. Power is taken to deal 
with children under 12“who.^^are found begging in the streets or are 
wandering about either having no parents or guardians or whose 
guardians are given to drunken or criminal habits, and with boys who 
ore found in the company of thieves and criminals. Such hoj's can be 
brought before a Magistrate or the Juvenile •Court and can be sent to 
an industrial school to be detained there tiU his sixteenth year.i^It 
provides that no children under 12 years of age shall he sentenced to 
imprisonment or transportation or capital sentence, a provision which 
does not find a place in the Reformatory Schools Act. It is taken from 
the English Children Act of-1908. The Indian Penal Code hiys down, 
as regards children below 7 years of age, that nothing done by them is 
to be (^nsidered on offence and that if a child of the age between 7 or 
12 is found to be of sufficient maturity and understanding to understand 

it -_i_ _a _ niV m * • «. .... 


so far afl it laya down that no couH shall have power to Fcntence a child 
under 12 years to imprisonment. As regards youtJiful offenders it 
gives the court power to discharge such offenders after admonishing 
him oY to make him over to*the custody of his guardian or some other 
proper person. If the Court does not tliink that the child ought to be 
made over to the custody of his guardian or any body else or if there 
be no such guardian or person available to take charge of the child theu 
in that case the coui't is given power cither to pasr^ a sentence allowed 
by the law or iik lieu of such a sentence to send htui to a lleformatory 
School. As regai’ds boys of 12 or 13 years of age it gives power to the 
Magistrates to send suc'h an offender to an industrial school. It pro¬ 
vides for a number of schools being certified by the Government to 
receive children dealt with under the Act. TThe Bill also provides for 
auxiliary homes being established. It enables the court further to 
order that youthful offenders may 1^ idaced out on license with trust¬ 
worthy i>ereK>ns of respectability. 

The Bill proposes that no youthful offender or child is to bo detained 
i;eyond the age of 18 years and as regards boys under 12. they are not 
1o be detained in an industrial school after they have attained 16 years 
of age. 

The Bill authorises the Court to levy, in i>roper cases, a contribution 
for the maintenance of children-dealt with under the Bill from their 
jtai’enis or guardians liable under the law to maintain them, if they ai’e 
able to do so. 

The ix)wer to carry out the provisions of the Act is confeired on 
Juvenile Courts, Magistrates of oeiiiain class, Sessions Judges and the 
High Court. As regards the> mauagemeut of the institutions contem¬ 
plated in the Bill, namely, industrial schools and reformatory schools, 
it provides that they are to be managed by a Superintendent and a 
Committee of Yisitors, and the certified sc.hools are to be managed by 
Iversons approved by the local Government. Provi.sion is also made fur 
the inspection of these institutions by ^ Chief Inspector assisted by 
Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors and also for their medical inspec¬ 
tion. 

As regards the clausea which empower Courts to make <»rders send¬ 
ing children to certified schools or making them over in certain cases 
to private persons or placing them out on license, the Bill lays down 
rhat the religious persuasion of the child or youthful offender must be 
token into consideration, so that whenever possible a child of a parti¬ 
cular persua.sion may be sent to an instftation «if that particular per¬ 
suasion or may be placed in the custody of persons professing the 
religion. > 

These are the main provisions of the Bill and the local Government 


Sir, I submit to tbe Council that this is a very useful and bene¬ 
ficial measure, and if sufficient institutions are found for the reception 
and training of these helpless children or young persons, it will be a 
great improTement on the existing state bf thingsr -The Cbm^ under 
the present law are compelled in many instances to send persons of 
immature age to prison with result that they turn out worse offend¬ 
ers afterwards. 

In concluding I want to mention that we have consulted the High 
Court as regards the provisions of this Bill, and tho High Court have 
given their cordial support to them. The Bill has also been circulated 
to different public bodies in Calcutta, but I do not think we have yet 
received their opinions. 

I now move that the Bill- 

The PRESIDENTS I tJiink you are now moving the third motion. 

The HoR*ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs With those words I beg to 
introduce the Bill. 

The motion that the Bill be introduced was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM^ I now beg to move, Sir, that 
ihe Bill be referred to a Select Contmittee consisting of the Hon’ble 
Mr. P. C. Mitter, Mr. Hopkyns, Mr. Gupta, Mr. Wordsworth, Babu 
Anuada Charau Hutta, Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy, Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, 
Maulvi A. £. Fazl-ul Haq, Mr. Stark, Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur and myself, with instructions to submit their report in time 
fur its presentation at the meeting of the Council to he held in August, 
1921. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHWRI; It is a matter for con- 
gratulation that the reformed Government has taken the earliest oppor- 
iunify to introduce the Children Bill. That in view of the revalua¬ 
tion of the social values, the changed theory of punishment and the 
revised ideas of the duties of society towards the children, new provi¬ 
sions for the custody, trial and punishment of youthful offenders and 
the protection of children and young persons' have become necessary— 
there is no donht about it. It is a pity only that tbe Bill does not 
propose to go tbe whole way. It is no doubt modelled on tbe English 
Act of 1908, hut while it cdi)ies some of the provisions of the English 
Act much too closely, some yery important provisions of the said Act 
have been given the most silent go-by. Thus it will be seen that only 
four s^tions of Part II of the English Act have been considered 
worthy of being adopted. What does it show? This shows that the 
authors of the present Bill do i^t propose to attach so much import- 


tlieir custody and detention, trial and punishment. If for instance 
^'exposing children to the risk of burning** has to be provided against, 
trhy " punishment for cruelty to children and young persons ’* and 
** allowing bhildren <ot youngf persons to be in brothels ** should be 
omitted P Why again section 119 (penalty on giving intoxicating 
liquor to children) and section 1^1 (provision as to the safety of child¬ 
ren at entertainments) have been left outP As the reasons for such 
omissions are not fully apparent, I propose that more attention should 
be paid to those •provisions of the English Act which give protection 
to the children and young persons, with a view to see if more pickings 
can U8efull3^be made. 

As to want of clarity: we have simply to look to the' definitions. 
The ostensible object qf the Act is to substitute ** educational treat¬ 
ment ** for “ penal measunes.*** But there is nothing in the definitions 
of reformatory and industrial schools to show that they will be institu¬ 
tions for industrial training. The definitions proposed in the Bill have 
nothing in common with those in the English Act. This shows that the 
present Bill in spite of its stated objects to provide '^educational 
treatment ** is content with mere ban'eu verbiage. No positive pro¬ 
gramme of edupational treatment and cure of potential criminals appears 
in the Bill. Yet that is the desideratum which, if satisfied, will bring 
the BUI into a line with modernndeas.' 

Apart fi'om these, liberal touches are required here and there and 
our only hope is that in the Select Committee the coiners will be 
rounded, defects remedied and shortcomings removed and that the final 
shape in which it wUl emerge from the Select Committee will fully 
realise the beneficient objects of the Bill. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 have a few words 
to speak ou this Bill. This is a measure of great importance and 
difficulty. Fortunately for us, philosophers, philanthropists and 
jurists of Europe and America have given long and anxious thought on 
the matter, and we have got the Acts of those couniricH hefoi’e us for 
our guidance. Biology and early history of primitive man have proved 
that man originally was not a very moral person. Our predatory 
instincts inherited from our ancestors had to be repre.sscd-with punish¬ 
ments* of death and mutilation. Crimes were generally severely 
punished. Nanda Eumar was hanged in Calcutta for forgery. Now 
charity and good sense have prevailed and men are more lenient to 
their fellow-being. I*risons were not places fit for human beings, 
d^ohn Howard and other philanthrcq)ist8 Imve made them at * last fit 
for men to live. Men were harshly treated till recent times. Boys 
were just as hai'shly treated. Btit the law has been c^banged in IJurope 
and America for the protection of boys. Boys require pi-oteetion more 
than punishment, and we should be guided by those Acts of modern 


years ” in the definition of children. The framers haye further sub¬ 
stituted **l>oy8*’ for ^^peraons’’ in the English Act. Girls here require 
mure protection than in any other country, and I hope that the 
Select Committee will put in girls as objects to got the benefit of this 
Act. Eui'ther the English Act protects young people from the pawn¬ 
broker and makes the pawn-brokers taking advantage of them crimi¬ 
nally punishable. 1 do not see why this has been omitted from this 
Bill. Sir, these are some of the defects and omissions in the Bill 
which have struck me, and 1 am sure I shall hear th^ rea 60 us>for them 
in the Select Committee. 1 now mention these before you as worthy 
of consideration. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to welcome 
this measure. This has l)eeu drafted on the .principles which have been 
laid down in the English Act. 1 may say at the very outset iliat the 
rules to be framed under the Act are not open to public ga/e and 
criticism before the Bill is sanctioned. These rules, 1 contend, are to 
be paissed by the Legislature and not by the Executive Guveiiimetit. 
1 raised this point in the old Council, but my View was not accepted, 
r ventiu’e to repeat my observatiofi in this lleformed Council. 

Dealing twith the question of punishment, is it not proper that this 
should find a place in the Act? 1 contend that the procedure to be 
adopted with regard to the way in which the matter should be viewed 
ought to be enunciated in the Act itself. I submit that this principle 
which is enunciated in the Bill is open to serious objection. 

Coining down, Sir, to the several clauses of the Bill, I find that 
there are .some omiHsiuns. I refer specially to section 16 of the English 
Act. It is quite natural that the whole matter cannot be discussed 
in detail now, and the members of the Select Committee will be in a 
better position to go thiough them. We notice that the word 
** arrest has been put in. 1 do not like that idea. If a boy begs, 
or goes away from school, 1 do not like this idea that he should bo 
arrested. The ideas which are enunciated in this Bill are new ideas 
for which every Bengali ought to l)e thankful. 1 submit that persua¬ 
sion, and not compulsion, ought to be th^ pi-ocedure. Conciliation 
ought to be the policy. Now I find in one of the sections of the Bill that 
the police have been given authority in certain matters. I think that 
ought to be omitted, and persons other than the police might be 
employed. There are qther matters which are matters of detail, and 
as we shall have the opportunity to deal with them when the Bill comes 
to the Council for consideration, 1 do not discuss them now. 

» 

The Hon*ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: All the suggestions that Have 

«m11 1,^ <1,i1ir tn flia 



TN Bengal Land Registration (Amendment) Bill. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 beg to introduce the Bill iurther to amend Uie Land 
Registration Act, 1876. 

It is a fairly simple Bill and we hope to got it passed in the August* 
September session. The Ifinisterial Officers’ Salaries Committee of 
1905-06 urged the desirability of restricting the multiplication of 
separate accounts which not only necessitate a larger establishment in 
taiizi and certificate offices, but also cause a considerable increase of 
work in every Department of the CoUectorate. Reports of local 
officers show that more than one*third of the cost of the tauzi establish¬ 
ment is due to the existence of separate accounts. 

It is undesirable to pfovide for a check on the opening of separate 
accounts as any limitation would adversely affect petty co-proprietors 
and leave them at the mercy of their more well-to-do co-sharers. The 
administration of separate accounts should not however be. a burderi 
on the general tax-payer. Statistics recently collected by the Bdhrd of 
Revenue show that the average annual receipts from the uniform fee 
of Rs. 2, the fee at present in force, amount to less than one-fiftb 
of the cost of the collection of each separate account. & fact, the 
capitalised cost of tlie collection of each separate accost works out 
on the average at Rs. 10 in excess of both the cost of actually opening 
the separate account and of the normal expenditure incuned in the 
(X)llQotion of land revenue. The greater part of the cost ineiin'eil by 
the State in administering separate accounts must, therefore, as the law 
stands, be borne by the general public. It is, therefore, proposed to 
impose by law a fee which would recoup (lovemment the cost of tlio 
extra establishment necessitated by the administration of separate 
accounts. 

It was originally proi>osed that an additional fee per instaliiieiit of 
land revenue payable should be imposed! On consulting the principal 
landholders’ associations of the province, an objection was raised that 
this would be hard on small co-sharers, who would have to pay a fee 
depending not on the amount of their contribution to the land revenue 
but on that of the parent estate. To meet this objection, it is proposed 
in the Bill to provide for the levy of a scale of fees varying from Rs. 4 
to Rs. 20, proportionate not to the number of instalments but to the 
amount of land revenue payable by the applicant. The fixed fee of 
Rs. 2 would remain so as to cover the *QOst of actually owning the 
separate account. These are all the remarks I have to make at this 
stage. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 



The Bengtl Tenamy (Amendment) Bill. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDOIN AHMED moved for leave to introduce 
the Bill to further omeud the Bengal Tenancy Ac^ of 188&/* 

When, in February last, the Council was inaugurated. His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor of Bengal spoke: “ Prior to this the members of 
the Legislative Council have been nominated thereto or elected by 
strictly circumscribed electorates. With such elections the mass of 
the people have had no concern. And the total numl^r of electorates 
of all classes who have had any share in returning meml>ers to the 
Jjegislative Council of the past has not exceeded 12,000. As compared 
with this, the persons entitled to retui*n members to the Legislative 
Council which meets for the first time to-day- 

Tm PRESIDENT: You must confine your remarks to the merits of 
the Bill. You are not entitled to enlarge on the changes in the constitu¬ 
tion of the Council. That is irrelevant. 

Myuhri YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; It is only as an introduction- 

The PRESIDENT: That is not*an introduction to the Bill. You 
can s|)eak on the principles of the Bill and the reasons why you want 
to introduce it« , 

Maulvi YAKUINUDOIN AHMED: I am coming to it. 

The PRESIDENT: Well please come to it at once. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDOIN AHMED: These are the hopeful words of 
His Excellency and we find now that out of LS9 members, 74- 

The PRESIDENT: I have ab’eady ruled you out of order as regards 
that i)uint and you should not go on repeating it. You must come to 
the matter of your Bill. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDOIN AHMED: There are zamindars among the 
elected members who have come to the Council with the votes of their 
tenantry and their loyalty and fidelity- 

The PRESIDENT : I am afraid you have not come to the Bill yet. 
You are remarking on the constitution of this Council. I ask you again 
to come to the merits of your Bill. 

Maulvi YAKUiNUDD'IN AHMED: This amendment, of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act which proiwse {o give to the raiyats of l^ngal the right 
to cut down trees planted by them or their ancestors, the right 
to transfer and bequeath occupancy rights or homestead held over 12 
years, the payment of nazar to tbe aamindars when mutating their 



are aitting in this Council will remember their pledge to their con¬ 
stituents. Baiyat Sabhas and non-co-opeiators have already warned the 
raiyats of the value of the franchise they have got, and it would be a 
matter of (^Ting shame to stfeh of their representatives as play false 
with their interests when substantial and long deferred rights are going 
to be given to them. 

When I propose to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886, 1 beg 
to place before you a short histchry of the law between the landlord and 
tenants, for which I am indebted to the perspicuous history written by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Barr, one of the Executive Councillors sitting here 
to-day. Mr. Kerr says— 

The Bengal Tenancy Act, though not professing to be an exhaustive code of lav 
of landlord and tenant, is nevertheless a complete and self«contained enatHiment so 
far as the m(»t important agrariSh relations are concerned. It is unfortunate, 
though perhaps inevitable, that the discussions of recent years have been mainly with 
tile working of the Act in details and this has tended to obscure the main principles. 
Perhaps the best account of the aims and objects of the framerg of the Bengal 'I'onan- 
cy Act is to be found in the speecsh of the Viceroy when the Bill was first introduced in 
Council in 1883. 

liord Ripon said— *' 

We have endeavoured to make a settlement which, while it will not deprive the 
landlords of any of their accumulated advantages, will restore to the raiyats some¬ 
thing of the position which they occupied at tho time of the permanent seitiemtMit, 
and which wc believe to be urgently needed in the words of that settlement for the 
protection and welfare of the talukdars, raiyats and other cultivators of the soil 
whose interests we then undertook to guard and have to our shame too long neg¬ 
lected. 

Again his successor Lord Dufferin in 1885, in putting the motion of 
this Bill that the Bill should be passed said he believed that “ it is a 
translation and reproduction in the language of the present day of the 
spirit and essence of Jjord Cornwallis’ settlement that it is in haimony 
with his intentions that it carried out his ideas, that it is calculated to 
ensure the results he aimed at, and that it is conceived in the same bene¬ 
ficent and generous spirit which actuated the original framers of the 
Regulation of 1793.” 

Paragraph 3 of section 7 ^f Regulation of 1793 says— 

The Governor-General in Council Ernsts that the proprietors of land, sensible of 
the benefits conferred upon them by the public assessment being fixed for ever, will 
exBrt themselves in the cultivation of their lands under Rie certainty ^at they will 
enjoy exclusively the frnits of their ow'n management and industry and that no de¬ 
mand will ever be made upon them or on their he^rs or successors by the present or 
any future Government for an augmentation pf the public assessments in conse¬ 
quence of the improvement of their respective estates to conduct themselves with 
good faith and moderation towards their dependent talukdars and raiyats and«a strict 
observance of these duties is now more than ever incumbent upon them in return for 

fho hAnoAt vbirih thav vill t.fiAmaAlvaB rlarivA Canm rtnIaM nnw iaaiiA/l*nnH ATiinin the 



Section 8, paragraph 2 of the above Begulation pointe out— 

First, it being the daty of the ruling power to protect all classes of people and 
more particularly those who from their situation are most helpless and the Governor 
General in Council will, whenever be may deem 4t proper, ^act sucbtregulatious as 
he may think necessary for the protection and welfare of the dependent talukdars, 
raiyats. and other cultivators of the soil and no zamindar, independent talukdar or 
other actual proprietor of land shall be entitled on tiiia account to any objec* 

lion to the discharge of the fixed assessment which they have respectively agreed to 
ptty- 

Then the Haii'ble Mr. Kerr says— < 

It may further be remarked that all important legislative measures from Act X 
of 1869 down to the last amendment of 1907 have dealt with the two objects whicli 
were nientionetl by I^ord Cornwallis’ instructions in 1786, namely, the protection of 
Che raiyats and the security of the landlords in the realisation of their just demands. 

"'Act X of 1850 is entitled an “ Act to amend the Law relating to 
the recovery of rent and this was. originally its main object. It inti-o- 
duoed for the first time definite pruvislous regarding suits for aiTeurs 
of rent and the execution of decrees for arrears of rent. * But during the 
passage of the Bill through the Council important additions were made 
with the result that the Act as passed contained a more or less exact 
definition of the difierou^ classes of raiyats and of the rights which 
it was thought expedient to confer on them. The Act contained further 
iiniMirtant provisions for the protection of the raiyats. 

Jn 1879 a strong Kent Commission was appointed with instructions 
to propose u digest of the existing statute and case law relating to 
landlord and tenant and to draw up a consolidated Bill. Then as a result 
of the labours of the aforesaid Commission the Bengal Tenancy Act 
VTII of 1885 was passed. But vested interest was as strong as ever 
and though tlie framers of the Act had the distinct intention of giving 
to the raiyats rights us in any other immoveable property they had 
to throw them away to be shattered on the rocks of custom, usagle 
or customary right. The right of transfer of occupancy holdings was 
ushered in through the backdoors of section 178 and Illustration I to 
sectioji 183 of Act VIII of 1885. The same procedure was adopted with 
regard to the bequest of occupancy rights in section 26 and sec¬ 
tion 178, sub-section (2), clause (d). It says— 

Nothing in any contract made between a landlord and tenant after the passing 
of this Act (VUl of 1886) shall take away the right of a raiyat to transfer or bequeath 
in accordance with local nsages. 

The right of the raiyat to sublet has been protected by section 178 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act., The right of cutting down trees was also 
given by section 23 and section 178, sub-section (d), clause {§). 
Thus {J1 the rights that are proposed to be given by this Bill had been 
given to the occupancy raiyats by the framers of Act VIII of 1885, 
^ years agd, but with some mae^plaiiied reason, custom, usage and 



the Legislature might have been unwilling to rouse active hostility of 
the landlords by making an express provision authorising transfer of 
occupancy holdings. Since Act X of 1859 was passed the (ft^cupancy 
raiyats hav&been seUing their.lands as any other immoveable property, 
1, Weekly Beporter, Act X, page 5. Over and above the right of 
selling their lands in 6, Weekly Reporter, Act X, page 40, Nayamuiulla 
versvs Gobinda Chandra Dutta, it was hold that a raiyat with a right 
of occupancy might sell his lands, might erect a pucca house on his land 
and do what he liked with it so long as he did no injury to the 
samindar’s detriment. In 24, Weekly Reporter, Act X, page 330, it 
was held that the raiyat had a right to the possession of trees on hin 
land. Coming to more recent times a Full Bench decision of five 
Judges presided over by the Chief Justice Jenkins (Roya Hoyee versutf 
Annadamohan Chowdhury) helds— 

. . . the purchaser of a portion of an occupancy right has a good title 

against the transieror. The person whose title is undoubted has put him in poss- 
ossion. Therefore bis possession is derived lawfully. Being iu possession, the 
question is whether a trespasser can oust him. It makes no diiferonco if the ires* 
passer happens to be the landlord. The landlord has acquired no title. At the 
end of the judgment of the Full Bench it was stated that series of decisions involved 
many of the debateable iwints that reltfted to the transferability of occupancy 
holdings apart from local usage. It will be convenient to state our conclusion in 
genera] terms. This conclusion rests largely on a recognition of the paramount 
importaiu-o of upholding decisions on v^ich dealings with property have been ezton> 
sively based. Tiiese decisions probably mark a departure from earlier judicial pro- 
notmoements and the opinion of those who have studied the question in the past. 
The life of the law however is not l<^ic, hut experience and the modern departure 
is probably due to a change in economic conditions which has brought into promi¬ 
nence problems that did not previously call for solution. 

Their Tiordships of the Full Beufjh of the High Court by way of 
(tonnlusion observed— 

We would only add that the uncertainty as to the transferability of holdings has 
been one of the most powerful sources of litigation and it is urgently neoessery that 
it should be set at rest by legislation. 

This was expressed in 1896, and we come to the Reformed Council 
after a quarter of a country to fnlfil the directions of the highest 
tribunal in the land. We would belie our franchise, intelligence and 
education if we cannot after the lapse of a considerable numbei- of yea^s 
sot at rest the difference between landlord and tenant. 

In Calcutta Weekly Notes, Vol. 14, page 952, Justice Mukerjt'e 
delivered judgment which gave the tenants rights to the trcc.s plsnicd 
hy them or their ancestors. Justice Mukerjoe says, ” Neither the Hindu 
law nor the Muhammadan law recognised any law of fixtures.” If we 
look to the ancient Hindu law we find the following texts in the 
Institute of Narada, Chapter VI, verses 20-21, Sacred Books the 
East, Vol. 33, page 143— 

Verge 20.—If a man has built a house on ground of a stranf^r and lives in 


Veru il, —But if he has been residing on the ground of • stronger,without pay¬ 
ing rent and against that Man’s wish he shall by no means talu wxtii hW on leaying 
it the thatch and timber. * 

These texts are quoted as authoritative hy Jagazmath iu hia Digest 
ol Hindu Law (Colebrook), Book III, Chapter 2, paragraph 99, Vol, II, 
jKige 398, who quotes another-text of Narada which explains the 
reasons for the rule—“ . . . the grass, wood and bricks which are 

thus removed belong to him who leaves the ground, provided he paid 
rent for the spot and not otherwise.” 

When we turn to Muhammadan law, we find the following passage 
ill the Hidayah :—** If a person hire unoccupied land for the purpose 
of building or planting, it is lawful since these are purposes to which 
land is applied. Afterwards, however, upon the term of the lease 
expiring, it is incumbent on the lessee to remove the building or trees 
and to restore the land to the lessor in such>a state as may leave him 
no claim upon it.” ” We must consequently hold,” Justice Muker- 
jee says, ” that in the case before us the tenant did not exceed 
his rights when he cut down jaek*fruii trees which had been planted 
in his holding by one of his ancestors.” 

Thus if my Hindu and Muhammadan colleagues in the Council who 
have come here as representatives of the raiyuts of this Province, strictly 
follow the dictates of their religion they would support the cutting of 
trees planted by the raiyat or his ancestors. Hence the provision in the 
Bill that a raiyat be entitled to ctit down trees on his holding of which 
he and his ancestors have been in possession for 12 years is supported 
by Hindu and Muhammadan law and by the decision of the highest 
court in the province, and I hope the Council will pass the provision, 
and I hope I would get support from the Government members and of 
the Europeans and Anglo-Indians, when the original Act X of 1859, in 
pursuance of the intention of Lord Cornwallis indications in Regulation 
I of 1793, gave to the occupancy raiyats and holders of homestead for 
more than 12 yearvS, rights of transfer and bequest in the same manner 
and to the same extent as. any other immovable pioperty. I have 
endeavoured to show that there is sufficient and clear indication of the 
intention to give such rights even in the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII of 
1885, and now, after a series of decisions of the High Court, the Council, 
I hope, will support the Bill to confer such rights on the occupancy 
raiyats in clear and unmistakeable terms. 

After Act VIII of 1886, the first amendment was made by Act III 
(B. C. of 1898), which does not touch transferability of occupancy rights. 

Then the second amendment of the Act was made by Act I (B. C. 
of 1903), which merely dealt with the provisions relating to the transfer 
of permanent tenures. 

Then the third amendment was by Act I (B. 0. of 1907), which 


The amendment Act, 1907, was confined to Bengal proper and its 
proTisions had to be re-enacted as Act I of 1908 of Kastem Bengal and 
Assam with such alterations as were considered suitable to local 
conditions. , 

Then the Orissa* Tenancy Bill was introduced by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Slack in 1911 (22nd July), and the Bill was finally passed-by the 
Bengal Council on the 27th March, 1912. Bui the assent of the Goveraor 
General in Council being withheld, as the new proyince of Bihar was 
going to be constituted soon, the Orissa Tenancy Bill was finally 
introduced in th^ Bihar Legislative Council in 1913 and was passed. 

In both these amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII of 1885, 
which were passed both in Bengal and Bihar, there were express piovis- 
ions with regard to transfer of occupancy rights and hence this Council 
will be forced to hold that the transfer and bequest of occupanc'y rights 
should not be deferred frobi the raiyats of Bengal any longer. 

There may be objections from the side of zamindars that they are the 
proprietors of the soil. But during the Hindu and Muhammadan times 
the king was the paramount lord and the cultivators were the proi)riet(>r8 
of the soil and they paid one-sixth of the produce to the king as rent. 
According to Manu—'^The king is«entitled to have a share in the pro¬ 
duce to the extent of one eighth, one-sixth, or one-twelfth os the nature 
of the soil and the labour necessary to, cultivate it vary (Manu, Chapter 
VIII, Slok 1, Verse 1-30, Sir 'William Jones* translation of Manu.’* 
Cultivators* proprietorj’^ right, can be deduced from tbe text—Sages 
pronounce cultivated land to be tbe property of Kim who cut away the 
wood or who cleared and tilled it.** (Manu, Cbap. IX, Slok 1, Verse 44). 

It is the general principle that obtains in tbe Mubaminadan law too 
and is recognised in Germany, Java and Kussia and, indeed, in most 
countries. It has been said, with considerable force, tbat as tbe king’s 
share of grain was limited to one-sixth or at most one-fourth, there must 
have been another proprietor for tbe remaining five-sixth, or three-fourth, 
and such proprietors undoubtedly were tbe cultivators of the soil who 
are styled as raiyats in the Bengal Tenan*cy Act. The zamindars have 
come between the king and the cultivators. At the time the zamindars’ 
rents were fixed permanently, the zamindars were enjoined to deal with 
their talukdars, raiyats aiyd other cultivators of the soil with considera¬ 
tion. One stock argument advanced is that the occupancy raiyats will 
be reduced to the status of day-labourers by being sold out of their hold-' 
ings. But there are thousand and one instances that occupancy raiyats, 
by their labour and good management, have risen to be the purchasers 
of the rights of their landlords. No legisHtion can restrict the manner 
of enjoying property in a progressive society. If the Council wants that 
the occupancy raiyats would for ever remain an ignorant, paimitive 
people, then alone they can restrict the transfer of occupancy holdings 


T6ry well that transferability would be regarded as a boon by the occu¬ 
pancy raiyats and they are not afraid that their genus will be replaced by 
that of the mahajam and thus they will be reduced to the status of 
tenants at-will or day-labourers. ^ 

Statistics made before 1885 show the number of transfers of occu¬ 
pancy 'rights in Bengal. In 1881-82 there were 40,899 transfers; in 
1882^, 48,362; in 1883-84, 65,905; and at present the transfers approxi¬ 
mately amount to 250,000 annually. In the course of the debate in^thb 
Imperial Council, the Lieutenant-Governor said—“In pur first proposal 
to the Government of India, two years ago (1883), we recommended 
adoption of the right of transfer throughout Bengaland the afore¬ 
mentioned statistics show that the number of transfers increased from 

40,8^19 in 1881, to 55,906 in 1883, and now it has risen to 260,000. 

Several members have suggested that the Bengal Tenancy Act be so 
amended as to secure fixity of rent for ever. I leave it to the Council to 
consider if they are going to fix the rent of the settled or occupancy 
raiyats. liet them consider at what rate they are going to fix the rent of 
the raiyats; whether the abolition of the vthandi system be advan¬ 
tageous or giving the occupancy raiyats various rights to invoke the 
Penal Code at every step in transactions between the raiyat and his 
landlord. 

Another hon’ble member suggested* the formation of a committee'to 
consider and report what amendments are needed in the Bengal Teuanc^y 
Act. Hon^ble members are fully aware that “ hope deferred maketh the* 
heai't sick. “ The formation of a committee and the submission of a 
report will involve lapse of years. While you are going to give the 
raiyats rights of transfer, the tenants are being ousted from their landl^ 
and reduced to penniless beggars. So the sooner the Council give them 
the right the better it is for the raiyats. Swift and sure ought to be the 
remedy which was proposed in 1885, but was deferred, at the instance of 
vested interests, by the wealth and intelligence of the land; and now 
under the cegis of the Reformed pouncil not a single day shoitld he lost 
in giving them the most necessary and the long deferred rights. So, I 
appeal to the members of the Council not to throw out this modest Bill if ♦ 
they have really the raiyats*' welfare at heai’t; to set to work at once to 
propose further amendments and incorporate them in the present Bill and 
thus pass it into law. 

Now in order to recognise the transfer the raiyats shall have to pay a 
nazar. From time immemorial the samindars have been recovering 
nazar whenever a transfer offoccupanoy rights takes place in his zamin- 
dari. The rate has been fixed in this Bill at two annas per rupee-of the 
considfration money. I leave it to the Council to decide what would be 
the nazar, ‘ ^ 


to benefit tb'e samindars in enbanoing the rents of a raiyat on the ground 
that he held lands in excess of that origin^y let out to him. Hon’ble 
membere of the Council know full well that lands were not in demand only 
a few years ago. The railwa^fs and steamers have opened the interior of 
the country to merchants and traders and great demand for the crops 
produced by the lands has considerably increased their value. Henco 
there being no greater demand for the lands the samindars came to cast 
about in their minds how they could increase the rents. When the lands 
were given originally to the raiyata the zamindars were only too glad to 
find raiyats for cultivating them, and so they gave the lands without any 
measurement only specifying their boundaries and only an approximate 
area was guessed at to fix the rent; moreover the unit of measurement 
was not exactly whnt it is td*day. But it has been urged by legislation 
that a custom of measurement j^evailed when the lands were let out and 
if any excess land is found over and above the land originally let out, the 
rent of the raiyat should be enhanced. Here, wealth and intelligence 
and education of the zamindars are pitted against the poverty, ignorance 
and illiteracy of the raiyats. In addition to the advantages of education, 
the zamindars came to the field with,expert knowledge in the persons of 
their amiiii. The fallacy of the whole thing lay in this that while the 
lands were meted out to tenants in arbitrary measurements, the same 
lands were measured according tcf scientific methods of modem times and 
the inevitable excess area came to be taxed to the utter dismay of the 
raiyats. Would not this Council in the exercise of their judgment and 
reason rather render help to the weaker party than to the stronger? In 
the notes on the clauses to the Bill which afterwards became Act I (B.C.) 
of 1907, it is said ** the proposed modification of section 62 will allow the 
custom of settlement on measurement to be taken as a presumption that 
the area of a tenure or holding mentioned in the landlord's papers has been 
ascertained by actual measurement and thus make it easier for the land- 
lords to prove the existence of excess area. ” Thus clauses 6 and 6 added 
to section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act suocessively in 1898 and then in 
1907 will show how custoip and usage, when landlords were concerned, 
have given place to positive evidence of presumption. ^ When the land¬ 
lords could not prove the custom of measurement in a few cases before 
the Special judges under tfie Rent Tiaw, the legislature came to their 
rescue and enacted that the presumption should always be that the area 
of the tenure or holding has been entered in the patta, kahuUyat or rent- 
roll after actual measurement. Would not the present legislature, based 
on popular franchise, come to the rescue of»{he raiyats when two and a 
half lacs of transfers take place annually, to do away with the vagueness 
of custom or usage altogether, and enact that transfers are made by the 
raiyats in exercise of their legitimate rights which are acquiesced in by 
thoir landlords on payment of a reasonable nazar? The nebillous custom 
and usagc. always the fruitful source of controversy in which the weaker 


place in the Bengal Tenancy Act when the right of transfer or bequest 
of occupancy rights and the right of cutting down trees planted by the 
raiyats or thek ancestors are in question. It is for this reason that the 
pri'posed amendment of sub-section 6 in action 52 has been brought be* 
fore the hon’ble members of the Council and I sincerely hope that I shall 
be allowed to introduce the Bill. The Permanent Settlement is spoken 
of as the Magna Charta of the landed aristocracy of Bengal. Wo go fur¬ 
ther and say it is the Magna Charta of the tenantiy too, and 1 haye read 
to the Council the regulations and proyisions made by« Jjord Cornwallis. 
To the representatives of the raiyats of Bengal as being the chosen few of 
the popular fianchise—the gift of His Imperial Majesty to the population 
of the province—also to the representatives of the Europeans and the 
Anglo-Indians, to the representatives of Commerce and Industry, to the 
representatives of the landlords and the municipal population who all 
have to depend on the raiyats for their necessaries of life, the opportunity 
that has presented itself to enact a luw for the wtdfare of the raiyats of 
Bengal should not be thrown away, hut should be utilised to the fullest 
extent. If you give to the raiyats the right of transfer and bequest, you 
complete the bundle of the rights which are conferred by the Transfer of 
Property Act to the whole of India, and the raiyats will rise sxiperior and 
Rtiiing, self-reliant and conHoious of their own powers, will he manly 
and useful citizens assisting their landlords and their gracious 
Sovereign in converting jungles and wastes into green fields. 

Th6 PRESIDENTS You have already exceeded your time-limit. 
However, I give you five minutes more to finish. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The reformed Council is goh.^ 
to give to the people higher ideals of political and social life; improved 
sanitation and education will give them the means of attaining happiness 
and prosperity. It is high time that the raiyats should be given the 
rights of transfer and bequest, the right to cut down trees and that they 
should be freed from harassment and unnecessary enhancement of rent. 

With these observations I beg to place the Bill before the Council and 
I hope that a favourable treatment will he accorded to it. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANi As this is a private Bill, at this stage I only wish to say that 
Government do not propose to oppose the introduction of the BUI, but I 
reserve the right to speak oi a later stage. 

Ktinw 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAII RAY* I beg to oppose motion 
under sectipn 52, sub-section 1 of the Council Manual. .If you will 


The PRESIDENTS I do not tliink I can permit you to discuss the 
provisions of the Bill at this stage. The question of leave to introduce 
the Bill must, under the rules, be put to the vote at once. 

Raja RE8HEE SA8E LAW: X rise to op|>o»e the Bill. No case 
bas been made out- 

The PRESIDENT: I must interrupt you. There can be no debate 
on the merits of the Bill on a nrotiou like this. You can press for u 
division if you like, but no debate can be i)ermitted at this stage. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW; Then I simply say that I oppose the 
Bill, as no case has been made out. 

Maulai EKRAMUL HUQ: It gives me much xdcasure to supxiort 
the original motion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 

the motion. 

On the motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
lesult:— 




AYES. 


AhfiMd, Kh«n Bahadur Mauivi Wasimuddin. 
Ahrmd, Mauivi Rafl Uddin. * 

Ahmvd, Mauivi Yahuinuddin. 

Ali, Mr. Syad Erfan. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

Barma, llai tahib Panehanan. 

BhaCtaoharJi, Babu H«m Shandra. 

BOMi Mr. S. M. 

Catheart, Mr. M. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi thah Muhammad. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadtv. 


Addy, BiUiu Amulya DhtM. 

Ahmtd, Munthi dafar. 

Al«y, Shaikh Mahbaob. 

All, Munthi Amir. 

AM, Munthi Ayub. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Charmakar, Babu Ruik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mohan. , 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hafizar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Hartndrtnath. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Athutath. 

Oat Cupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Fartqui, Mr. K. 0. M- 
Cliatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani. 

OhMt, Mr. D. C. 

Chato, Rai Bahadur decondra Chundsr. 
Qardon, Mr. A. D. 

Khan, Babu Davtndra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Rtaur Rahman. 


Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chundtr. 

Han, Shah Sytd Emdadul. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Huttain, Mauivi Mahammtd Madattur. 
Karim, Mauivi Faziul. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Rafiqut Uddin. 
Mulliok, Babu Nirodo Bohary. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr.. Krithna Chandra. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdut. 


Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Lavf, Raja Rathta Cut. 

Makramali, Munthi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu Satith Chandra, 
MukhtrjM, Babu Nitya DhMk 
Mufchopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Surondra Nath. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Oob. 

Ray, Babu Bhabondra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib SlNkharttwar. 

Ray Cheudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Bljoy Protad Sinfh. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, MlMaraja Bahadur KMiaunith 
Chabdra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Manilali Singh. • 

Sarkar, Babu dasuh Chandra, 
tari^ar, Babu Rithindra Nq^h. 

Sinna, Babu Surtndra Narayan. 



Resolutioiis 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general pubtio interest). 

Withdrawal of raholutions.* 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ being absent, the following ivkoIu* 
tion wns deemed to be withdrawn;— 

Tliia Council recomnipuda to the Government that immediate step^ 
be taken to give ofPeet to the reHohttion <;an*ied in tjie Bengal LegilBa> 
tive Council on the 7th April, 1915, for the ealablishmeut of a City Civil 
Court in Calcutta.’* 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 bog to withdiaw the resolution 
standing in my name. 

I'he following resolution was then withdrawn:— 

** This Council recommends to the Goverumeut that early steps be 
taken to give effect to the resoJution passed at a meeting of this Council 
for the establishment of a City Civil (Jourt for Calcutta for the trial of 
suits up to Bs. 10,000 in value.” 

4 

Postponement of Resolutions. 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I beg that my resolu- 
lion might be postponed. As the Hon’ble Sti' Suiendra Nath is not 
here lo-day, I may be allowed to move it lo-morrow. 

The PRE8IDENT: If you do not move it to-day, it will go to the 
bottom of the fiist of Business. 

The following resolution (No. 3) was then, with the permission of 
the President, )K>stponed and placed at the bottom of the last of Busi¬ 
ness 

** This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken to establish a Medical College at Bhov/anipur, Calcutta.” 

The following motion and resolutions were, with the permission of 
the President, postponed and placed at the bottom of the List of Busi¬ 
ness :— • 

** 4. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK to move by way of 

amendment to resolution No. 3 that after the word * College ’ the 
words * or schools * be inserted. 

** 6. Mr. 8. R. DASi JThis Council recommends to the Government 
that a committee, consisting of official and non-official members be 
appointed to consider and report as to whether the posts of Biviiiional 
Comraissioners may be abolished with due regard to efficiency; and, if 


U* mflNtvvi nvwia j.UiB ouiuiuit i.-evuiuijitsuun i)U i.ue 

Goyernment that the tenure of office of Goyernment Pleaders and Public 
J^rosecutora appointed in the mufassal be limited to a period ot fiye years 
or such other period aa the Government may think fit. 

7. Dr. JATIHDRA NATH MOITRA: This Council recommends 
to the Goyernment that the ag*e restriction of the Calcutta TJniyersity 
for appearing at the Katriculation Examination be abolished. 

8. Mr. HU^EYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: TWs CouncU 
lecoinmends to the Goyernment that the necessary steps be taken to 
luduee the minimum age for a student appearing at the Matriculation 
Examination to 14 years.** 

Panskura-railway station. 

Baku 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: ** T\df, Council 
recommends to the Government tlmt they may be pleased to request 
the Bengal-liagpur Railway authorities to remove, early, the great 
inconvenience felt by passengers for want of suitable waiting rooms, 
alike for ladies and for first and second class passengers, generally, on 
the Panskura railway station.** ' 

Tamluk is a very big and important subdivision of the Midnapoi'C 
district. It has four ^permanent Civil Courts, two Criminal Courts, and 
three honorary Magistrates’ benches which sit daily. There are many 
big local zamindars and landholders in Tamluk. A large num1>er of 
samindars who are residents of Calcutta and other districts have also 
zamindaries in the Tamluk subdivision. The town ot MidaaiM)i-c is the 
headquarters of the disti'ict. The nieans of comtmimcaiioa between 
Midnapore and Tamluk is the Bengal^Kagpur Railway vid Panskura 
station. The distance of the Panskura railway station from the town 
fff Tamluk is a little over 16 miles, which is covered by a District Board 
metalled road. The means of communication between Calcutta and 
Tamluk is either by steamer which plies between Calcutta and Ghatal 
on the rivers Hoogbly and Rupnarain; or by the Bengal^Nagpur Rail¬ 
way vid Panskura station or Kola Ghat station. After ^e construc¬ 
tion of the big railway bridge across the river Rupnarain near Kola 
Ghat .the portion of the river Rupnarain below the Kola bridge has 
become so much interspersed with chars that the steamer service to 
I'amluk is daily becoming inconvenient and threatens to be impossible 
before long. The steamers cannot approach^ far less reach, Tamluk, 
but the jMssengers have to tranship into boafs on the river Uuimarain 
about three miles from the town and during ebb-tide they have to wade 
through the soft unsettled chars for over two miles befoi'e reaching the 
town. Besides, there are treacherous 8aii4 banks in that char and the 
passengers have to run the risk of being embedded in^tbem. Ko wonder 
persons generally prefer travelling by the Bengal-29agpiir Railway in 


roming to Calcutta or Midnapore. Thei'e are ttro companies I'unning 
motor—taxis oi' lorries between Tamluk and tbe Fanskura railway 
station for convenience of the public. Motors run eight times a day 
between Tamluk and Fanskura and the cars are ;fBuerolly overcrowded, 
even jirst class passengers cannot get scats unless they secure seats half 
an hour before the .starting time. As there are several civil and criminal 
courts in Tamluk, counsels and vakils fi*om Calcutta and Midnapore 
occasionally come to Tamluk for conducting cases. High Government 
officials s9ch as the Divisional Commissioner, the District Magistiate, 
the Assistant Magistrate, the District Judge, tbe Superintendent of 
Police, the Civil- Surgeon, etc., have occasionally to come to Tamluk for 
inspection and on other public business. The Suhdhisional Magistrate 
•and the chairman of the Tamluk local board have to go to Midnajiore 
ovei-y month to attend district board meetings. Respectable gentle¬ 
men, sucb as zamindars, pleaders, mukhtears and merchants, have occa- 
a Ij^ to go to Midnapore and Calcutta. Private gentlemen with 
their families have occasionally to go to Midnapore, Calcutta, and other 
places by railway via Fanskura station. But there are no waiting 
rooms at the Fanskura station either for Indian ladies or for first and 
second class passengers. These gentlemen have to walk on the bare 
platform or to sit under the plants on the platform during the wait in 
summer as well as in the rainy seasbn. The station building is rather 
a small structure, half of which is occupied by tlie booking office, etc., 
and the other half is taken up by a veiy large wooden chest of the 
railway company, the weighing machine, ihe water-filter and the 
water buckets; and what of open space there remains is generoRy 
occupied by parcels and luggages. The small verandah without any 
seat on the up platform serves as a waiting room for third class pas¬ 
sengers and this, too, is quite insufficient to itccommodate them. 
There is a small bench about six feet long put in front of the doors 
of the station master’s room, which can accommodate four persons 
with difficulty and this bench is generally occupied by the station 
staff. The Bengal-Nagpur Railway trains are most irregular, the 
down trains generally come late by from half to two or three hours. 
Tt is natural, therefore, that the first and second class passengers have 
to loiter on the bare platform. After the last Council election, the 
Subdivisional Magistrate had to remain at the Fanskura station from 
morning till evening for collection and despatch of the ballot imper 
boxes. That gentlemen had to take with him a chair and two stools 
to the station and had to,take his seat under a tree on the platform, 
and these stools served the'twofold purpose of dining and office table 
and^his ckaprasi had to stand by him and drive away crows from the 
tree so that they might not spoil his dress. Some inspecting offiom 
when coming to Tamluk missed the motor-car and had to wait for 
three or four honrs at the Fanskura station for the ne.vt available 


dining table and to take their seats upon two luggages. It is easy 
to imagine the ineonvenience felt by respectable ladies who have no 
other alternative than to wait under trees on the platform and take 
shelter there from the sun ai^d rain. The hardship, wony and. trouble 
felt by Indian ladies and first and second class passengers for want 
of suitable waiting rooms pass all powers of description. Itepresenta- 
tions were made more than once to the railway authorities but to no 
effect. I liave therefore^thought it imperative to cliampion the cause 
of the sufferers and move the resolution in the earnest hope of its being 
curried without opposition. ' ^ 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur* I accept this resolution in so far as it only asks the 
government to make a request to the Bcngal-Nagpur Railway Company to 
provide waiting rooms for.the^onvenience of passengers which will meet 
the wishes of the mover of the resolution. The authorities of the Bengal* 
Nagpur Railway have informed Government that, although the necessity 
for providing waiting room accomodation is receiving attention,'the 
construction of permanent waiting rooms must necessarily be delayed 
owing to the remodelling of the station yard, and to the present financial 
stringency. 

This remodelling is necessary as it is consequent on the early pro¬ 
vision of further traffic faciliiies at Panskura Station. 

Government are prepared to assist the travelling public to obtain 
such amenities as are possible, but the Railway Department of the 
Public Works Department is not empowered to exercise control over 
the internal working of a railway system, of which the provision of 
waiting rooms or other station buildings is a concrete part. 

In such a case as the present, which affects a railway station on a 
trunk line of railway, the power of control is vested in the Railway Board 
and the authority of the Railway Department of the local Government 
is limited to bringing the nee*ds of the travelling public to the notice 
of the Railway Company. 

The Railway Depaiiment may also request a Railway Comiiany to 
obviate those needs by providing for them, but it cannot insist on its 
demands being complied with. 

In the present case.I am prepared to ask the Railway Company to 
provide temporary waiting rooms until permanent buildings can be 
erected for the purpose, but I cannot compel the. Railway Comi>any to 
do what I ask. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

•* 

• r 

Postponanwnt of Resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WABIMUDDIN AHMED: T have been asked 


The PRESIDENT* It is postponed «Bd will go to the bottom of the 
List. 

Khan Bahadur Mauiwi WA8IMUDDIN AHMEDz 1 would like to 
postpone it for two days. * • 

Tha PRESIDENTi I can allow you to go on now or the motion must 
go to the bottom. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: If I have no other 
aliemative 1 suppose it must go to the liottom. . 

The following resolution was then postponed:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government— 

(i) that the typists and copyists of the Civil, Criminal and Hevenue 
Courts be organised into a regular establishment, with fixed 
salaries on a time-scale basis, and with the conditions and 
privileges attached to the Government services; and 
(i/) that the services of the existing typi'^ts and copyists be counted 
towards their ptMisiem.’* 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DEs I l)egJpnve to withdraw the following 
resolution:— 

** This Council I'ecommends to the Government that a comprehen¬ 
sive scheme be prepared uud works duly started to utilise, 
properly, tbe natural waterways, and to excavate new ones, 
suitable to tbe geographical and topographical nature of the 
country.*' 

The resolution was then withdrawn 

% 

Calou^ University. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: ** This Council recommends to the 
Government that steps he taken to effect the following changes in the 
Calcutta University, namely;— , 

.(a) that at least 80 per cent, of the Fellows of the University 
should be elected; 

(b) that the registered graduates of the University should elect at 

least 60 per cept. of the Fellows; and 

(c) that the fee for enrolment on the list of registered graduates 

should be Bs. 2, and the annual subscriptions of registered 
I < * graduates should be Bs. 2." 


whick consisted oz toe Fellows of the Uniyenity^ . .At tkat time ‘ all 
the Fellows were nominated by the'Government; and this went on till 
about 1889. or 1890, when the Marqueefs of Tjansdowne, a» the Chan^ 
(iellor of the University, introduced an element of election; he gave the 
Fellows the privilege of electing a small proportion of their own body. 
That continued for 13 or 14 yeara until the passing of Lord Curson’s 
University Act. Under that Act, the institution which we all know* 
as the Begistered Graduates was established. The Registered Gradu¬ 
ates are graduates of the University of a certain standing, that is to 
say, they must be Masters of Arts or holders of similar or higher 
degi'ees, Doctors, or Masters of Science, or they must be Bachelors of 
10 years’ standing. They are entitled to be placed on the list of 
Registered Graduates upon certain payments. The payments are an 
initial fee of Rs. 30 and a recurring fee of Rs. 10 every year. The 
privileges that they have for those payments and for being placed oh 
the list of Registered Graduates are that they get certain x>ublic:atious 
of the University free of charge and they can elect a very small pro¬ 
portion of the Fellows—believe the proportion that they can elect 
does not exceed 20 per cent. Having regard to the fact that tlic Univer¬ 
sity has now a very large number o^ graduates and that the public ttow 
lake a very considerable amount of interest in University education, tbe 
time has now come when the constitutioh of the University should be 
rendered more popular. * 

In other departments of public life, viz., tho.se that are under the 
Minister in charge of Local Self-Government, we are having measures 
which are gradually popularising the local bodies. We have not heard 
yet as to what is being done about popularising the University. We 
all know of what the Calcutta University Commissiou has recommended. 
In paragraph 24 of their Report, they say:— 

Adnsable m it may be to make use of nomination aa a means of aecuring the 
right composition—at once represen^tive and administratively homegeneoua—in a 
small body charged with oxecutive functions, we oie doubtful whether nomination is 
the best method to adopt in a predominant de^ee for the constitution of a largo* 
body, the main function of which should be to keep an executive in Itouch with public 
opinion. In such a case it is desirable that the members of the large body shouhl 
feel -that in a real sense they are spokesmen of special bodies and though not to the 
prejudice of their independence of judgment, responsible for giving expres¬ 
sion to the views which those bodies entertain. 

t 

As I have said, a very large niimber of graduates belong to the 
several faculties—^Law, Engineering,' Medicine and various departments 
of Science as well as of Atys. They take a very considerable amount of 
interest in the affairs of the University! The^have hy their own examina¬ 
tion and tuition fees contributed in a great measure towards the up¬ 
keep of the University. There is no reason why they should noi have 
a voice—a controlling voice—^in the management of the University. 


various requirements, it is necessary that the constitution of the Univer* 
sity should be so popularised as to focus the opinion of the public in the 
various departments of tlie studies which the University imparts. My 
proposal is that a certain proportion, vi%., 20 per cent, be set apart for 
nomination. But as reg^ds the remaining 80 per cent., they should 
]>e elected. I propose that *60 per cent, he elected by the Registered 
Graduates, of whom there is a very large number, the remaining 20 per 
cent. 1)eing elected by the teachers and professors who are concerned 
with the education which the University imparts. 

As regards the fees, what I desire to say is lhat the fee that is now 
charged for enrolment on the list of Registered Graduates is too high. 
Thei'e is a very large number of graduates who aiv; ordinarily clerks and 
teachers in schools in receipt of a very small salary and it would be a 
hardship to them to pay the large sum of Rs. 10. For professional men 
and men in the higher services, probably that would be a small sum, 
but to the large majority of graduates, it would not be a small sum. 
'Ihe puldications of the Univei'sity that are distributed free among the 
Registered Graduates need not be distributed free and the University may 
isay that they will be supplied at a little lower tHist or a little over the 
cost price. 

On these grounds I move the resolution that stands in my name. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR moved by way of amendment: 
** This (Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
effect the following changes in the Calcutta University, namely:— 

(n) that at least 80 per cent, of the Fellows of the University 
should be elected; 

(h) that all persons who have taken the degrees of Doctors and 
Masters in any faculty and those who have graduated in any 
faculty not less than 7 years before the date of election shall 
be entitled to elect 60 per cent, of the Fellows; and 

(c) that no fee, whatsoever, be charged from any graduate who is 
entitled to take part in such election.” 

The result of this amendment is that the original motion is amended 
by items (^/) and (c). Item (h) is proposed, because the electorate 
which elects one member only to this Legislative Council, a more respon> 
sible body than that of the Calcutta University, are graduates of 7 years* 
standing. But if the motion that is proposed be given effect to the 
result will be that a far lesser number of graduates—I mean the Regis¬ 
tered Graduates—will elect P®** c®“t* t^® Fellows. From the 

result of the election of past years by Registered Graduates of Fellows 
of thp Calcutta University, We find that about 500 Registered Gradu¬ 
ates usually take part in the election. So the residi will be that 


than that which elects a member to this legislative body should be the 
electorate which should elect Fellows of the Calcutta T) Diversity. The 
amendment which 1 propose will give us an electoiaie a little larger 
than that for the election of*members to this Council; because by this 
amendment I pro|)OBe that all graduates of 7 years* standing and Doctors 
and Masters of any faculty as soon as they obtain the degi‘ee should take 
jiurt in the election. So a larger electorate will elect CO per cent, of 
the Fellows of the Calcutta University. 

Then as regards item (c) my submission is that the graduates should 
lake part in the election more generally than they used to do in previous 
years; and in order to induce the graduates to take part in the elec¬ 
tions there should he no fees at all. By this 1 do not intend that the 
income of the University should in any wa^^ he affected, because the 
llegistered Graduates wHl be'^there; they pay a subscription of Bs. 10 
and they get some benefit—I believe they get the University Calendar 
and some other publications. They are entitled to use the Universily 
library and enjoy also certain other privileges. So by this aineudmeui 
no harm will l>e done to tho University; on the other hand it will i)oiiu- 
larise the University )|y inducing the graduates to take part in the 
elections. 

With these words I commend this amendment to the acceptance of 
the Council. 

BAiu ANN ADA GHARAN DUTTAs I beg to support the amend¬ 
ment. As a matter of fact I do not think there is mu(th difference 
l)etween the original motion and the umendmeni so far as the principle 
of election is involved. It is now too late in the day to deny that in the 
management of the Calcutta.University the elective principle should be 
more fully followed if we are to nationalise University education. From 
that point of view we would’like to have cent. i)er cent, elected mem¬ 
bers on the University Senate. Now coming to the next point as to the 
realisation of certain fees for registration of graduates, 1 am sorry to 
differ from the proposer of the original motion. There was a time when 
the M.A.’s and B.A.’s of a certain period—I believe 1863 was the period— 
were allowed to elect a-certain number of Fellows on the Senate. I 
remember to have voted for my friend Itai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur and I am glad to say that he has justified his election. At that 
time there was no such thing as the registration of graduates to entitle 
them to vote, nor was any fee realised from them. If it is really to be 
dealt with as a question of franchise aifB there is any value put upon 
the exercise of this franchise I do not see why anything should be 
exacted from the gradtiates who take part in the election of tlie^Fellows. 
One might say that the University purse will be poorer. Therefore, 


in the management of the Uniyereity and ehould rather be paid for their 
labours instead of making them pay something for the exercise of their 
franchise. With these words I beg t6 Support the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Sarkar. * * 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur! This resolution and^ 
the amendment to il are certainly good. I would prefer the amendmeni 
to the resolution. I was the first elected h'ellow of the Calcutta Univer- 
• sity by the Masters of Arts ahd Doctors. Since then the rule has been 
changed and graduates are entitled to elect Fellows; but only such 
graduates who pay Ks. 10 a year, with the result that not more than one 
thoilsaud graduates are enrolled as Registered Graduates. Who are 
these menP These are gentlemen who are mostly examiners. IHie 
result we all know is that there is no fair election of the Fellows to the 
Calcutta University. Therefore it is time that the rule should be 
changed and graduates shoiild 1)e allowed to vote without any payment, 
is it not known to many members that at the time of the election the 
candidates for election sometimes pay Ks. 10 for many of the graduates 
for being registered? That is the reason why I object to even Rs. 2. 
Why should there be any pa^Tnent at all? Graduates of 7 years* stand¬ 
ing elect a member to the Legislative Council without any imyment. 
Why should not they be allowed to elect Fellows without a payment of 
Ks. 2 or Rs. 10? It is a bad and vicious system altogether. 

While I support this amendment, I must say that there is a great 
obstacle to it. What is the use of passing this amendment dr this 
resolution without any legislation. We thought and expected that as 
soon as the Government of India sent the University Bill to this Coun¬ 
cil it would he intioduced. But it has not yet been introduced; and I 
do not know when it would lie introduced or whether it would be intro¬ 
duced at all. If that Bill is not introduced soon what is the good of 
passing this resolution, as it cannot be given effect to without an amend¬ 
ment of the pi'esent law. Therefore, all we can do is to express a hope 
that it should he so; so far we can go and no further. I shall tell you 
a further reason why it should be so. There is a cry and a persistent 
cry that education should be national in this country. Let the Senate 
of the Calcutta University be composed wholly of members elected by 
all the graduates of this country'. It shall certainly thra be. a national 
University, Whosoever may deny its national character it will not 
matter much. Therefore it is right that the Government should take 
courage in both hands and legislate that the graduates of the University 

should be entitled to elect tb^ . entire Senate. Then you niay say_ 

“ Here you are, your University is wholly national in character.** 
And I certainly welcome the day when this shall be done and if tbe 
Government brings in a Bill, I shall certainly put in that provision. 


The HOfi'Me Mr. P. G. MITTERs With your permission I wish to 
intervene at this stage in the hope that if I state the Government view 
of the matter^ perhaps the debate will be shortened. My friends are 
all aware that ihe provision about the number of elected members on 
the Senate is a statutory provision. Under the Indian Universities Art, 
10 per cent, are to be returned by the Registered Graduates, 10 pter cent-, 
to be returned by the faculties, and 80 per cent, to be nominated by 
Government. Now that is a statutory provision and as Bai Jogoiidra 
(thunder Ghose Bahadur has rightly pointed out, it can only be changed 
by another statute. Therefore, this question is a question of mere 
acadeipic interest for the present. When the time for changing the 
present University Act comes, the Tecx)mmendations of this Council will 
be of very great weight. But the Council will remember, in this con* 
nection, that it is not possible^for Government at this stage to formu¬ 
late the lines of the University legislation. As members of Council 
know we are not financially very well ofF and that we Have made certain 
representations to the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
iot improving our financial position. If the answer be favourable and 
if we have money at onr disposal, speaking provisionally, I may say that 
1 desire to follow the Hues of the recommendations of the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity Commission’s Report. Members of Council are also aware that 
if the Government follow the lipes of the Calcutta University Commis- 
sion’s-Report then the largest body will be the court; there will be vari¬ 
ous other bodies, the Executive Council, etc. 

On the other hand it the Government of India do not listen to our 
representation it is not ixissible to legislate on the linos of the Calcutta 
University Commission’s Report. Then T may have to consult this 
Council about legislation on other lines. It may bo po.ssible to change 
the present constitution of the Calcutta University, perhaps retaining 
the Senate or an Executive Council in place of the Syndicate, but there 
again whenever there is any question of legislation I have got to come 
before this House and this House cannot say just now what their views 
will be on the Bill as a whole. For the present, Sir, I think the Hon’ble 
Members of the Council will be satisfied if I tell them that I have every 
possible sympathy with the object of this resolution and I shall place 
myeelf in the hands of thi^ Council and shall try to give effect to their 
recommendations. But as the Council will have an opportunity to go 
into this matter when legislation is before them, I may just as well point 
out that perhaps it will not be desirable from the object that they have 
in view, to proceed on the lines recommended by the resolution Or by 
the amendment. I am sure the Council wiR agree with me that it will he 
necessary to provide seats in the Senate for a number of people who are 
connected with educational institutions. In the bald form in wlfich the 
resolution and the amendment have been presented this cannot be pro- 


In the bald lorm of the resolution this cannot be done even if I accept 
the resolution or the amendment. It is also necessary that professors 
and teachers connected with Medicinci Enfpneering.and lisw and yarious 
other institutions should be properly repcesented. Therefore, when it 
comes to legislation 1 am willing to accept the democratic principle 
underlying the resolution and the amendment, but it will not be right 
to tie our hands as indeed our hands cannot be tied by a resolution of this 
nature because it is the Council which will decide the legislation. If it 
were an administrative matter, then the rec^ommendations of the Council 
will hare due weight with Goveriiineut, but as it would be a matter for 
legislation 1 can only give the assprance that I am willing to accept the 
principle of the resolution and the amendment. I am willing to leave 
it to the vote of the non>ofHcial meml>ers of the Council and if the Couu> 
eil accept the position the discussion will, I hope, be short. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I certainly agree with 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, the mover of the resolution, but there is also 
no doubt that, as the Hon'ble Minister for Education has pointed out, 
the discussion of such a resolution at the present moment has only an 
academic interest more or less. As regards the resolution I will say 


this that it does not go far enough. It only provides for elec^tion }>y the 
Registered Graduates. I do not know, whether the mover has made 


a particular study of the ways in which the system of having Rc^stered 
Graduates works. I say that this system of Registered Graduates 


must be done away with. Anybody who has studied the question 
knows fully that farouritism, which is the result of this system, has 
grown to an enormous extent of late, and it has become absolutely repul¬ 


sive in character. This must he put an end to, and I may therefore he 


allowed to place my views in advance on this subject that this system 
of Registered Graduates is absolutely mischievous. It is mischievous 
again in this way. It practically consists only of professors and other 


people residing in and around Calcutta. It gives the surest chance to 
the Calcutta people, and no chance to the mufassal men at all. It pro¬ 
vides wonderful facilities for canvassing, which goes on to a shameful 
eiftent, and I say without any fear of contradiction 'that I know of 


instances where candidates for Fellowships hpve paid the fees of Regis¬ 
tered Graduates, which would seem incredible to you. But such is the 
case, and this is what is being done. If this University of ours is to 
he reformed, and we all think that it ought to he reformed, then not 
only this system of Registered Graduates, but the whole of the beehive 
must he destroyed, and the jnght of election must he thrown open to 
the whole body of graduates, say of 7 years’ standing, as in the case of 
election to the Council. If graduates of 7 years’ standing can elect 
members of the Legislative Council it is idle to say that they cannot he 


but as tbe resolution sbows some appreciation of the miscbievous cbarac* 
ter of tbe eiisting system,- I certainly support it, and 1 say that tbe 
mispbief must be put an end to. 

As regards tbe fee tbe Momr wants it to be reduced to Rs. 2. We 
know that this is being paid at Rs. 10, and it is not spent in tbe interest 
of Registered Graduates. It is spent on other things. Money is want¬ 
ing and any weapon is good for tbe University. I for myself have been 
a Registered Graduate for tbe last 15 years or so, and I have been get¬ 
ting all the University literature which I do not want and I do not know 
where to keep them. They are quite unnecessary. Nobody wants 
them. I therefore put my views in advance to show how the country 
feels as regards the system of Registered Graduates which has got to 

go- 

Dr. HA88AN AUHRAWARDY: This resolution, has caused some 
apprehension in the minds of the Muslim members of this Council, 
because it did not lay down any percentage as to the number of Fellows 
to be elected by the Registered Graduates or by others. I am myself a 
member of the Senate of the Calcutta University and 1 know that great 
importance is attached by the Muhqmmadan community to have their 
representatives on the various administrative academic bodies and am 
aware of the good that their representatives can do. Sir, the principle 
of coinmimal representation has Been recognised everywhere. My very 
presence here is due to that fact and when this principle has been recog¬ 
nised in other places, it should, 1 think, be also rec^ognised in every other 
branch especially in the important branch of education. The speech of 
the Hon’ble the Minister for Education just a few minutes before has, to a 
certain extent, removed the feeling of danger from our minds, and 
although he could not give any definite assurance at the present moment, 
the discussion being now of an academic character, he has said that he 
will consider the question of Muslim representation when the reformed 
Universities legislation comes into existence. I wish to point out that 
the Universities Commission has made definite recommendations as to the 
percentage of Muslim representation. The University of Dacca has 
allotted 60 x>6r cent, of Muslims in its executive body, and I place my 
views in advance, that the Muslim interests should be adequately safe¬ 
guarded and represented in tbe reformed Calcutta University Senate, 
when it comes into existence. So far the Registered Graduates are 
concerned they have not shown justice and fairness to our best gradu¬ 
ates in the past, and I do not think their future action cun be depended 
on with equanimity. I am glad the resolution has legal or statutory 
defects and therefore cannot he acted upon oy Government even if it is 
passed through the Council. 

* • 

Bgbu IMDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs^The Hon’ble Minister for Edu- 



tlmt. we i*aM in this Goiinoil ane of academic in^rtance ntaXy beae^Bo 
we have im right to say thut the recommeiiidations must W given effect 
to. All the same, there is no reason why we should not give expression 
to the sentiments that we feel uppermost in our minds. Sir, these are 
the days of democracy, and in the fitness of things, this spirit of demo¬ 
cracy'should enter into the precincts of the Calcutta TTniversity. Lately 
ve have heard a lot of criticism about the management of the Calcutta 
Univeisily and those who have carefully studied the proceedings of the 
Senate have sometimes wondered whether the discussions there, hre the 
discii.Hsions of the ropresentatiyes of the best brains of this country. 
The Calcutta University, like Ceesar’s wife, should try to be above criti¬ 
cism, because it represents the best brains of: the country; and how ran 
we best effect this? By sending our best men there. Lately, Sir. a 
most cunous spectacle has been seen of a large number of . graduates 
hating the right to elect a member of the Council, who have no-right 
to elect a Fellow of the Calciitta University. Is this not strange P 
They can send a representative to this Council, hut they cannot spnd 
a representative to the Senate. This soi‘t of thing has got to come 
1o an end.. As my friend, Bai Jogendrn Chunder Chose Bahadur, says 
that these are the days of national ideas in University training. Only 
a few months ago, there was a great danger of the Calcutta University 
being boycotted by most of the studenf.s. We must sCe that this sort of 
thing does not occur again. We must, therefore, see that the real 
representative of the students get into the senate and have a hand in the 
management of its affairs. 1 do not think there is anything more to be 
said in ibis matter. The establishment of the Dacca University has 
produced a keen competitor to the Calcutta University and we, who 
belong to the latter University, must see that it carries its laurels nobly 
and that its affairs remain above criticism. 

With these words, Sir, I support the amendment. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS I think the araendment 
should be accepted and that Babu Jatindra Nath Basu would he pleased 
to withdraw the main resolution. 1 thank him, however, for giving us 
an opportunity to express our views on this imiwrtant matter. It is 
not right that the affairs of .the University should be managed by a 
nominaied few. The principle of election should be introduced. It 
may he necessary-to consider the communal representation. In that view 
the proposal that 80 per cent, of the Fellows should be elected is sound- 
I think both the mover and the mover of the amendment will agree 
with that. If the Govemif(bnt accept the piinciple of the resolution I 
do not understand why it should not he given effect to immediately. 
The qtiestion of legislation of the Calcutta University is a complicated 
one, and it ^hould take time. As this is a matter in which the public 


iee sacmld not be thongnt necessary, and tne Registered Graduates only 
should itot be allowed to tahe part in the eiectioD. If we are to accept 
the principle of election for fellowship it should be given effect to as 
provided in the Ckiuncil electi^. 

With these few words I support the amendment. IP necessary, a 
Bill may be introduced for this pur]K>8e only. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: In so far as the resolution is a luoteet 
against the dominance of a particular individual over the affairs of the 
TTnivernty, and in so far as it aims at introducing the system of election 
and making the University a representative body 1 have my fullest 8ym> 
INithy with the resolution. But I have my misgivings also and I spoke 
of it to my hon’ble friend, the mover, who says that by this resolution 
he does not mean that thcr Muhammadans, Christians and others, who 
ought to be represented in the body as Fellows of the University will 
not have their adequate and proper numbers, for at the time when the 
University Act will come before the House their numbers will be settled 
and secured. When this assurance is given, I do not think, X should 
object to the carrying out of this resolution. 

It has been said by an hou’ble member that, according to the pre> 
vailing system, Muhammadans have got iheir fullest repieseniatioD; 
but to my mind and also to the minds of those Muhammadans who'Hve 
in the mufassal that does not seem to be a fact. Those persons only 
who happen to live in Calcutta and have the opportunity of meeting a 
pafticular individual, have the good fortune of being taken in as 
Fellows. But those who do not care to do that, they have not found a 
place in the body of the University. As election of the members of 
the University will do away with favouritism and will not be to 
the detriment of the Muhammadans and other comiuimities 1 do not 
think that we Muhammadans should oppose it. It is true that, from 
what has fallen from the Hon’ble Minister, we do not seem to possess 
the power to give effect to the resolution, but this may go as a sort of 
recommendation and we may wait for the result. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: It may be known to mem¬ 
bers of this Council that recently a resolution was accepted in the 
Council of State to the effect that the Indian Universities should be 
ba^d on a democratic basis, tbat is to say, all interests connected with 
education should have their full representation on the Universities. 
This resolution and the amendment thereto certainly do not attempt to 
fulfil this desired improvement. Moreover, if the resolution or its 
amendment be accepted, the Muhammadans who form 52 per cent, of 
the total population, and 'the backward glasses who form no less than 
ten inillions of the.people cff Bengal will have no*pUP0 at sdl in the 


In tlie second place* I would like to point -out that tke resolution 
or its ' amendment is premature. It kas been stated by tke Hon’ble 
Minister for Education that the whole University scheme will come before 
the House within a very short time.*" It will then lie possible for 
members of this Council to consider the whole scheme together? 

In the third place, Mr. Indu Bhushan Duita has .spoken of the senti¬ 
ments, which he would like to give expression to. I would like .on the 
other hand to enquire whose sentiments they were. Certainly they 
were not the sentiments of a large number of the'classes of the pro¬ 
vince. And in regard to this I would like to meet Mr. Duita by remind¬ 
ing him of his own words, namely, that a person who can vote at the 
Council election cannot vote at the Calcutta Unh'ersity. This is cer¬ 
tainly not what it should be. But this the original n'solution or its 
amendment does not propose to remedy. *0n the other ^nd, if this 
sentiment is given effei't to, the would-be electorate of the Calcutta 
University would be completely different from what is proposed in the 
resolution or its amendment. 

With these words I oppose both the resolution and the amendment. 

a 

Mr. 8YED HA8IM ALi ; I rise to oppose both the resolution as 
as the amendment, not because I am opposed to a system of election 
ns against the system of nomination, not because I am in favour of the 
so-called favouritism alluded to by my hon’ble friend, Mr. MuUick, but 
because I have my misgivings regarding the interest of my community. 
Sii', the resolution as well as the amendment are both silent as to how 
the interest of my community would be adequately safeguarded. If a 
system of election is to be introduced in preference to the present sys¬ 
tem of nomination the interests of all communities ought to be safeguard¬ 
ed by (loveiiiuient. If a system of election is to be introduced, I would 
certainly accept that principle provided, by that system of election, the 
interest of my comniunlty is ‘^adequately 8afeguai*ded’* and not simply 
represented. Therefore, Sir, both in principle as well in viiTw of the 
^ct that the resolution as well as the amendment are silent on this 
point, I strongly oppose both the resolution as well as the amendment. 

• 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA; At this lag-end of the 
day, it was not my intention to take part in this debate, after what has 
fallen from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education, accepting the 
principle, underlying the original resolution as well as the amendment. 
But Its an Act to amend tffe .existing University Act is gmng to be short¬ 
ly introduced, there will be time enough to go into aU these details. 
My*Muhamadan friends have ventured, I am afraid, to tr^ on danger¬ 
ous ground* namely, the communal, the racial, and.other questiems. 



principle of muftt l>e combined heroi otherwise, in many cabos, 

worthy men who ong^t to be in the University, suoh as scientists, philo- 
sox>bers. literary men and others who fight shy of going to the hustings, 
will not care to go there and 1 beg to submit that any University worthy 
of its nbme mu^ have the best intellectuals of the land in it. Sir, if 
you look to the constitution of the Universities of Europe, you will not 
find this democratic principle everywhere. What is the constitution of 
the Oxford UniVersityP Of course, that is too large a question. So I 
do not'think it is the proper time to go into it. The time is not far off 
when the new University Act will bo before us, and so I think both the 
movers of the motion and the amendment should not press for them in 
view of the assurance given by tbe Hon’ble Minister in charge of Edu¬ 
cation. Sir, there is no doubt that there is something rotten in the 
State of Denmark. The Calcntt%. University has of late been subjected 
to mu(^' criticism. It is fiaid that it is very autocratic in its ways. 
Sir, I think these discussions are taking a somewhat academic, turn, 
and the proper time for considering these things will be, when the 
Hon’ble the Minister will introduce a Bill to amend the present Cal¬ 
cutta University Act on the lines suggested by the Commission, which 
arc embodied in several volumes of voluminous literature. 

PrbftMOr S- C* MUKHERJis Sir,^' I beg to oppose both the 
motion end the amendment, but not on tiie ground that I am opposed 
to the principle of election. I am entirely in favour of the elective 
piinciple. • I may say frankly T have not the least objection il cent, per 
cent, is elected^’and not a single member be nominated. But I oppose 
tJjis because I find one set of speakers is very anxious tbat communal 
interests should he sufficiently safeguarded. I am certainly in favour 
of communal representation, but I feel diffident to lay extni emphasis 
on it in the case of such a body as the University. 1 am not very 
anxiom to see there so many Hihdns, so many Muhammadans, so many 
Euroi^Hns, so many Indian Christians and so many of other communi- 
ti« elected cm the communal basis. I sltould like to see there the very 
best men, the most highly educated men, men who by their culture are 
best fitted to guide the destinies of the University. Secondly, I oppose 
this motion because there i» no indication of any procedure. There is 
no indication whatever as to who are going to be represented on this 
University. Are the teachers, the professors, the medical men, the 
engineers and the lawyers going to be represented on this body in due 
proportion f There is nothing indicated in the resolution here. I oppose 
this motion also w the ground that it seeip^to be a piecemeal reforma¬ 
tion of Ibe University. There are drastic reforms pro}>osed by the Univer¬ 
sity Commission’s Beport and T understand from the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge, of Edneation,. that a legislation will sooner or . later eome 
before :this House, indicating the lines along whicK reforms arc needed 


place wiiea the drastic retorma suggested by the Uuitevsity Commis*^ 
sion are taken in hand. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BABU: 1. am thankhil to the Hon’ble 
Afinister in charge of Education for expressing lii^ sympathy with the 
ininciple which underlies the resolution moTed by me. The Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that the discussion is more or less ucademict becapM 
certain proportions of elected and nominated membcri' hare been fixed 
by statute. He mentioned the proportions 10 per cent, by Begistered 
Graduates, 10 per cent, by the Vacuities and 80 per* cent, by Go^em- 
loent. But I submit, Sir, that this 80 per cent, which Government enu 
appoint, may he appointed by Government on the recommendations of 
the electors. The Hon’ble Minister knows that when Lord Lansdowne 
introduced the element of election, the statute did not provide for elec* 
tion, but for 14 or 15 years Fellows were'elected. The Chancellor 
appointed tlie Fellows on the recommendation of certain elect6r.s. That 
can be done. There is no reason why this 80 per cent, which the Gov* 
eniment have power to appoint should not be elected by the graduates. 
As regards the apprehension of the Hon’hle Minister that certain siiecial 
departments, for in.stance, ihe profession of teaching, certain communi¬ 
ties like the important community of Muhammadans, are not likely to 
be adequately represented if this resolution is imssed, I beg to submit 
that if the Hon’hle Minister will kindly look into the resolution, he 
will find that there is nothing in it which pre\cuts Government from 
regulating the proportion in which the election should take place. As 
the mover of- the resolution, I can say this that he will have every 
sympathy if tJie regulations are so framed that the interests of the 
Muhammadans, of the Christians hcih European and Indian, of the 
depressed classes and of other important classes are fully and ade¬ 
quately r^resented. On this ground I do not think that Dr. Suhra- 
wardy need have the apprehension which he entertains in the event of 
this resolution being passed. 

It has been stated that the resolution is of academic interest because 
there is likely to be legislation very soon. We know, Sir, from past 
experience that when need for,a legislation is urgently felt, it is some 
time before the legislation comes. The Hon’ble Minister has himself 
.stated that there are great financial difficulties in the way of carrying 
out the recommendations of the Calcutta Fniversity Commis.sion. Those 
financial difficulties may prevent the early in’lroduction of the legisla¬ 
tion which is contemplated in consequence of tho recommendations of 
the Commission. We all Icnow, Sir, that about the year 1888 or 1889 
the Government and tlte pitblic felt the need for reform, but it took 
nearly 15 years before the ideas of reform crystolised. 

r With reference to the ammidment that has belen proposed by my 


accept danse (o) as asaended by Babu Kishi&dra Nath Sarkar. As 
i-egazds danse (o)* { do not accept what be ptoposoft that no lee ebould 
be charged. As a matter of fact, and all graduates of tbe Calcutta 
University know it, postage fees for sending tbe election pai)ers and 
other notices to each elector hardly fall short of a rupee jter head. 
Therefore, in order to meet the charges which the University have to 
incur if a large number of graduates are placed on the list. 1 am willing 
that instead of Rs. 2, Be. 1 should be mentioned Ih clause (o) proposed 
by me* and* the enrolment fee should he Be. I. 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. P. C* MITTERS The member cannot amend his 
motion at ibis stage. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASUS 1 think I aiu entitled to accept 
ihe amendment with cei*tdu modifioations. 

Tlia PRESIDENT: I do not think you can make any such modifica¬ 
tion, but if you accept tbe amendment, it is all right. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BAStll In that case I accept the amend¬ 
ment. 

Adjournment. 

I 

The Council was then adjourned to 3 r.M. on Tuesdoy, the 5ih 
instant, at the Town Hall. 



PraoMdings of the Bengal Legislative Couneil assembled mfder the 
provisions of the Covernmerft of India Act. '' 

Council met in the Town Hall, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the &th 
July, 1921, at 3 P.H. 


Present: 

The Hon'hle the President, the Hon^ble the fdur Members of the 
Executive Council, two Hon^ble Ministers (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was absent owin^ to illness) and 97 nominated and elected 
members. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble^Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

Order 1 Order! I wish to inform you that with re^rd to the demands 
for supplementary grants which will be presented on the 15th and the 
18th instant, 1 have fixed the lUh as the last day on which motions for 
reduction or refusal will be received. This gives less than lO^'days to 
the Departments but they have agreed to this. 

The debate on the resolution of Bahu Jatindra Nath Basil was 
resumed. 

Calcutta University. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P, G. Mitter): The matter has been fully debated yesterday 
and I do not propose to take up the time lof this Council at any length. 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basil has told the House that in my view the question 
was an academic one. Bahu Jatindra Nath Basu has done me some injus¬ 
tice. I think 1 made it abundantly clear in my opening speech that in my 
view the question was academic only for the present and I made it quite 
clear that when the time for legislation came, the views of this House 
would receive the utmost consideration at the hands of the Government. 
I'herefore, as the matter has been fully debated and as 1 have said that 
even if the recommendations of this House were accepted by Govern¬ 
ment, I cannot give effect to the recommendations so long as we did not 
legislate. At the time of legislation the membcr.s of the House will have 
ample opportunity of discussing this question in all its details and in ail 
its bearings. Tberefore, I propose to treat this resolutiim from this 
imint of view, namely, that, in framing the Bill, I am prepared to accept 
the democi^tic principle underlying it. I am prepared to state that the 
Government will lake early steps to modi^ the constitution of the 
Calcutta Dniversity in such a way as to make it thoroughly representative 
of public opinion in Bengal, and of various interests which the University 


liberal basis. 1 am also prepared to give an effective proportion of tbe 
representation being given to graduates but, in framing tbe Bill, 1 must 
safeguard.tbe various ^acbing interests and tbe different courses of 
study, for example, medical,, engineering and so on. 

With these words, 1 leave tbis resolution to tbe vote of tbe non-official 
members 5f tbe Council. 

Tbe following amended resolution was then put and carried: — 

** Tbis Council recommends to tbe Government tbat steps be taken to 
effect tbe following changes in tbe Calcutta University, namely: — 

(а) tbat at least 80 per cent, of tbe Fellows of tbe University should 

be elected; 

(б) ^bat all persons who have taken tbe degrees of Doctors and 

Masters in any faculty and those who have graduated in any 
faculty not less'tban seven years before tbe date of election 
shall be entitled to elect 80 per cent, of tbe Fellows; and 

(c) tbat no fee, whatsoever, be charged from any graduate who is 
, entitled to take part in such election. 

Commercial SohoolSt 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADBY: ** Tbis CouncU recommends to tbe 
Government tbat at least one commercial school, with a museum attached 
to it, be established and maintained in every division of Bengal. 

1 will first of all explain to you tbe importance of a commercial school; 
secondly, as to whether tbis institution should be established in tbe 
mufassal or not; and, thirdly, whether a commercial museum should be 
attached to tbis school. 

With regard to the first point, I beg to draw attention to the fact that 
there is a great discontent amongst the youths of Bengal; what is the 
reason? I think that they are sick of the present system of education. 
They want national education and having conbxilled some of them 1 find 
that they really want technical education. It is well-known that the Bar 
is overcrowded: they want such education by which they can earn their 
livelihood. We find tbat the commerce of Bengal,* or rather of India, 
is now in tbe bands of tbe Europeans. We also find tbat tbe inland trade 
of India is in tbe bands of tbe Marwaris; and what is tbe condition of tbe 
people of Bengal? Properly speaking, they consist mostly of lawyers ai)d 
clerks. I know of several capitalists who do not venture to invest their 
tioney in business; and what is tbe reagon? Nothing but want of 
commercial education. Tbat is tbe reason why I suggest tbat commer¬ 
cial schools and colleges should be established in every part of«India. 
We find tbat in the United States of America there is not a single town 


capital of Japan* there is a commercial University and there is a'cullege 
in which no less than 2*000 studpnts study commerce. We find in Knjf- 
land there is a number of commercial universities* a number of colleges 
of commerce and schools of commerce. We find that even in Germany 
there ie a number of day sch '^e ei^d a number of evening schools of 
commerce. We find from the s* Saties that there are no le88.<than 100 
day schools of <H)uuuerce and no le^s than 250 evening schoob of com* 
raerce. We find that in Berlin, there is a commercial college in which 
there are no less than 3,000 students who study that subject. It is a 
subject which has been strongly recommended by several public bodies. 
It appears from the proceedings of the meetings of the Indian National 
Congress from year to year that they have repeatedly suggested to the 
Government to establish commercial colleges and schools We find also 
from the proceedings of the Indian Industrial Conference a similar 
suggestion has been made. It appears also from the report of the Indian 
Industrial Commission that they have strongly recommended the esta¬ 
blishment of commercial colleges as well as schools in every part of India. 
1 draw your special attention to the very learned note of the Hon^hle Pan¬ 
dit Madan Mohan Malavya, a member of the Commission. It appears 
from that report itself that those nations of the West who are foremost in 
the commerce of the world have devoted the greatest attention to commer¬ 
cial education. Germany was the first to recognise the necessity and use¬ 
fulness of such kind of education. Xmerica followed suit and so did 
Japan. During the last twenty years )^]ngland has fully made up its defi¬ 
ciency in the institutions for commercial education. So it appears that 
all public bodies* the Indian National Congress, the Indian Industrial 
Commission and Conference have unanimously repeatedly suggested to 
the Government to establish commercial colleges and commercial school.^ 
in every part of India. But what do we find so far as India is concerned? 
properly speaking nothing of the kind. There is only one college of 
commerce worth the name* I mean the Sydenham College of Commerce 
in Bombay. I do not know whether it is maintained by Government. 
X am informed that it is maintained by some of the leading merchants of 
Bombay. So far as Calcutta is concerned* I find there is only one Govern* 
meiit Commercial Institute, an institute established by the Government of 
India* but that is the only institute worth the name in Bengal, and onlv 
180 students arc allowed to be admitted into that institute every year* 
quite inadequate for the purpose for which it has been established. In 
the mufassal I find there is only one such institute. That is the college 
of commerce in Berhampure which has been established and maintained 
by the Hou^ble Maharaja o| Cossimbasar-to whom we are grateful. I 
admit that there is a number of commercial schools in Calcutta and two 
or three in the mufassal* one in Dacca and one or two in the other towns 
of Bengal* but they teach typewriting* shorthand and bodk*keeping, 
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but maohin^ lor tbe manufacture of clerks. Wbat 1 want is to hav^ 
institutions so that we may create a number of traders and mer* 
chants if possible. It will appear from the report of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity Commission that the expyrt and import trade of India totals more 
than Rs. 3,00,000,000 every year. You can therefore imagine what an 
amount of employment can he found for our young men in the various 
branches of commerce, if satisfactory arrangements can be made for their 
business education and training, so that, as I have already said, as our 
Bar is overcrowded there is no fair held for our young men of Bengal, and 
commercial education is the only course left to them. 

I have suggested that at least one commercial school may be esta¬ 
blished in every division of Bengal. I know the state of the finance of 
the Government of Bengal; that is the reason why I am so moderate. I 
could have asked you to estaUish a commercial school in every town or 
every centre of trade of 'Bengal, hut as I am a Moderate I am also 
moderate in my demand. I suggest that we should make a beginning. 
We should start with at least one commercial school in every principal 
centre of trade of every division of Bengal. We can start at once. We 
can meet the expenditure from the closing balance of tbe Revenue Fund 
of this year and, next year, we can increase the number of such institu- 
tions. I have suggested that every commercial school should be provided 
with a museum. Otherwise it will be a play of Hamlet without Hamlet. 
In order to provide practical commercial education, we must have a 
commercial museum attached to the school. As the Medical College or 
school is provided with a hospital, so a commercial school should he pro¬ 
vided with a commercial museum. 

With these remarks, I beg to move the resolution that stands in my 
name. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'Uo the Nawab SaiykI Nawab AM Chaudhuri 

Khan Bahadur): I sh^l not take up much of the CounciVs time in dealing 
with this resolution, but I wish to make it clear that I am fully alive to the 
present demand for vocational education. I recognize the reasonableness 
of the demand and I am doing all that lies in my power to meet it 
scheme for the extension o:^ elementary and secondary agricultural edu¬ 
cation has been pr^mred and is now under my consideration. The Director 
of Industries is drawing up a scheme for the extension of technical and 
industrial education. As regards commercial schools, I agree with the 
Indian Industrial Commission in the view that the practice of up-to-date 
methods of business and account-keeping is certain to spread in tbe mufas- 
sal and that the demand for men with a training such as commercial 
B(diocd8 will afiozd is bound to increase. I am therefore prepared to 
accept this resolution and to instruct the Director of Industries to pre- 


the Council that the rate of progress in establishiiig these schools must 
depend on the financial position and on the amount of assistance which 
’ local bodies are ready to afiord. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I htfve heard the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge. I am grateful to him for accepting my resolution. 

The resolution was then put to the vote and carried. 


Dredging of the river Lohajang. 

•* 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: “This Council 
recommends to the Government that steps be taken to thoroughly dredge 
the silted-up portions of the mouth of the river Ijohajang, in the sub¬ 
division of Tangail with a view to make the river a perennial source of 
drinking water and river-borne trade by country boats as it used to be 
throughout the year in the past.” 

I am free to confess that the I'esolution embodies a question of purely 
local interest and I am conscious of the fact that even to-day there is a 
tendency on our part to belittle local problems^ which naturally and pri¬ 
marily touch a limited area. In my/ipininn, however, it should not be so; 
for the right solution of local problems, however insignificant they may 
appear to be, can alone make up the whole for which the Reformed Coun¬ 
cil has been called into existence. I therefore, hope that my resolution 
will receive the sympathetic attention of this House, inasmuch as it is 
calculated to contribute, if given effect to, towards the prosperity of a 
large section of our countrymen. ' 

Sir, I may be permitted to remind this House of the question, which 
I put to the lloii*ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation, 
at the last session of the Council. 

The hon’hle member may remember I got a very meagre and stereo¬ 
typed reply from the Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation. I think 
that he was not right in saying that there was no information before the 
Irrigation Department with regard to the miserable condition of the river 
in question. I find that since the year 1887 this question has been before 
the public and the Government. If I remember aright it was in the vear 
1887 that the IocaI board of Tangail, by met^a of a resolution, granted 
a certain amount to improve the mouth of the river Lohajang. The ques¬ 
tion was again taken up in 1892 by Sir Charles Elliot when he visited Tan¬ 
gail. In 1907 or 1908—I do not exactly remember when—^it again came 
up for solution before Sir Ijancelot Hare when he visited Tangail. I was 
present there on that occasion. Sir Lancelot himself, I regret to sav 
had a sorry experience. He left his steamer on the main river apd pro¬ 
ceeded to Tangail by a small steam launch. As fate wonld have it, the 
steam launch got stuck at the mouth of the river Lohajang almost imme- 


steamer from Tangail in one of my green boats. In 1918,1 tbink, Lord 
Garmioheal met with a similar fate, when he visited Tangail. The ques¬ 
tion ;i^8 then reopened and dealt with at length. In 1919 the river was 
surveyed by the Public Worics Department and an exhaustive report was 
submitted to the Government for its consideration. Under the circum¬ 
stances, Sir, I tliiTik I am right in saying that-before giving an answer 
light-heartedly, the Hon*ble Member in charge ought to have looked into 
old records, made inquiries and called for reports from local bodies and 
officials on the spot. At any rate, I shall be guilty of not telling the truth 
if I do not say tliat the answer surprised me and not only surprised but 
also disappointed my constituency. Sir, this Council must have learnt 
with deep regret about the prevalence of malaria and kala-azar in the ill- 
fated subdivision of Tangail, which has also become notorious for perio¬ 
dical epidemics of typhoid^nd cholera. There can be no doubt that the 
want of a perennial source*of drinking water and ininning stream through 
which dormant tanks, stagnant pools and canals of the locality can get 
flushed in the natural course all round the year, is primarily responsible 
for its present state of unhealthiness. 

Sir, as regards river-borne trade in that part of the country, I think 
this Council will be able to realise the great difficulties which confront 
the people when I tell them that in that part of the country, country-boats 
are the only means of transport ^fld, in fact, almost all the big ImU and 
baiaars are on the bank of the river Lohajang, where the people of the 
subdivision have to take their marketable commodities for sale. It is* 
therefore, no wonder that the trade there has materially suffered since 
navigation has become impossible in that river. 

I think that it is the duty of Government to see that malaria and kala- 
asar are not allowed to work havoc in that part of the country and that 
the local trade there is not dislocated to the great loss of the people. X 
am not aware if any dredger is available at present for the purpose I ha^e 
in view; but, this House will remember that during the last session of the 
Council, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
gave us to understand that the Government had ordered for some dredgers 
and that we have to pay for them this year. In my speech on that occa¬ 
sion, I pressed for more information and for the exact terms of the contract 
into which Government wae represented to have entered for the dredgers $ 
but unfortunately there was not a single word for me in the Hon'ble 
Member’s reply! I, however, presume that the dredgers will be available 
this year. If my supposition is right, then the task that lies before 
Government will not be a very difficult one. At any rate I appeal to the 
Hon’ble Member in charge to take up this question and try to find a solu¬ 
tion for the great difficulty which stares us in the face. 

With that end in view, I beg to move the resolution. ^ 


But it is inaccessible from the outside world for want of easy means of 
cummnuication. 

It has become notorious for some time past for malaria, kala'axar and 
other fell diseases. It has been made a two-years station instead of 
three^years in view of its bad climate for judicial officers. Beomitly the 
population, as shown by the last census, of the municipal area itself is 
decreasing. From 16,000, it has come down to 14,000 in course of ten 
years. If this high rate of mortality continues the area will be depopu¬ 
lated in coiirse of 70 years. Expert opinion shows that all these are due 
to want of propet drainage and good drinking water. Only a few years 
ago, when the river Tiohajang w'as a flowing river in all seasons of the 
year, Tangail was a sanitarium. So experience shows that the drying up 
of the river is one of the main causes of the bad health of this subdivision. 
It will certainly improve trade and local industry and supply pure drink- 
ing water, as my hon’ble colleague, the mover, lias said, if the mouth of 
this river he di'edged with a view to make it a continuously flowing river 
throughout the year. It will certainly be a great boon to the people of 
the biggest but neglected subdivision of the Presidency. With these few 
words, I beg to support this i‘esolution. 

BabU TANKANATH CHAUDH'URI; My friend Kaja Munmatha 
Nath Bay Ohoudhury has very ably moved this resolution. 

We often find—I hope I shall nof be taken amiss by the Calcutta 
members—tliai all works of improvement are done generally near Cal¬ 
cutta and the mufassal is neglected, and, coming from the mufassal, I 
naturally wish that some sort of improvement should be made in the 
mufassal also. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the resolution, and I wish, 
rather, I beg the Council, to support this resolution whole-heartedly. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’blethe Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): It is a notorious fact 

that in the province of Bengal the number of schemes for drainage and 
for improving the drinking water are numerous, and what Baja Man- 
mantha Nath Bay Choudhury has said with intimate knowledge about the 
portion of tlie Myniensingh district from which he comes is, I am quite 
sure, true. It is quite possible, as the Maulvi*Sahib has said, that there 
has been a general deterioration in the health of the inhabitants of the loca¬ 
lity. Nor have I anything to say against the principle that the Baja , 
Sahib enunciated that *‘many a mickle makes a mukle**. A small scheme 
should not be lost sight of; but when we come to the actual facts we find 
that before we can get to the'stage of dredging we have got to make an 
inquiry and investigation. The scheme which the Raja Sahib Has in 
view hds never been examined in deWl and, before any proposals for 
dredging can Jbe accepted, we mu|t secure expert opinion as to what the 



incur* and whether there are any dangers of damages to property as a 
result of throwing more water into the river by such dredgmg operations. 
No level of the country has yet been taken* neither are the records of 
the level of the main river whii^ the Lohajang river connects in the differ¬ 
ent seasons of the year available. The consideration of a project like 
this can only be made after these data have been collected. It is a well- 
known fact tEat over a very large'area of the deltaic, tract of Bengal, 
constant changes in the river courses are bringing about new conditions 
which require investigation, and that the proposal fur the improvement of 
the Lohajang river is only one of the very large number of schemes which 
require investigation but which unfortunately, cannot be carried out 
owing to the paucity of staff in the department, not to speak of the pre¬ 
sent financial position. This question has hod the serious attention of 
the department lately aii(^ as a result, a scheme for ot>ening up new 
engineering divisional atid circle charges has been made out and it has 
received the sanction of the Secretary of State. It will, however, l>e 
some time before we can give effect to it, and this investigation will 
unfortunately have to wait. In fact all the three divisions of the Dacca, 
Bajshahi and Presidency require investigations. As, however, investi¬ 
gations cannot he taken up at once,* it is not possible to (consider the 
question of dredging now, and on this ground alone the resolution cannot 
he accepted. For these reasons T am unable on behalf of Government to 
accept this resolution. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYs I would not press 
this resolution if the Hon’ble Member in charge would assure me that the 
investigation will be taken up as soon as possible and that n right solu¬ 
tion would be found for the great difficulty complained of. 

Tha PRESIDENTS Then you withdraw. 

The Presid'ent then declared that the leave of the Coum-il had been 
given to withdraw the resolution. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYs I do so only if the 
Hon’ble Member in charge would give me the assurance. 

The PRESIDENT S I am afrttid I cannot allow you to do that. You 
have made your choice andThave been allowed to withdraw. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYs I did not mean 

that. 1 simply said that if the Hon’hle Member in charge would assure 
me that the investigation would be made, then I would withdraw other¬ 
wise not. \ 

* 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDYs May I claim a divi- 



Publloetioiit of Council Prooeodingt In Bengali. 

Mr* D* C*^GH08Cl **TIiis Council reconunenclfi to the GoTcr^ent 
the desirability of publishing in Bengali a review of the work of the 
Bengal Legislative Council of each session and taking measures for 
circulating it among local bodies and public associations in the pro¬ 
vince.*' 

With the leave of the House, I should like to make a little verbal 
alteration in the resolution before I speak on it. The alteration that I 
desire to make is this. I should like to 8uhstitute*in place of ** a 


The PRESIDENT: You are permitted to do so. 

Mr* D* C. CHOSE S It has struck me as being somewhat incongruous 
that with the advent of what may be described as Parliamentary form 
of Government in Bengal there is no adequate arrangement for giving the 
widest publicity to the proceedings of the legislative c'ouncil. In coun¬ 
tries more advanced than ours, the work of publicity is mostly done by the 
Press, but unfortunately in this country the vernacular press which alone 
can reach the masses is not so well organised as it should be and accord¬ 
ingly tbe vast majority of those who form the electorate for the purpose of 
returning members of this Council are either unaware or have a very 
imperfect knowledge of the work of tSe legislative council. Now this 
is a state of affairs which we cannot permit to continue, for it is fatal to 
the growth of the form of Government which we now possess. It is 
important, vitally important, that our constituents should know what we, 
their representatives, and the Government are doing for them. It may 
he that when they know what we ai-e striving to do for them they would 
he able to help us with ideas and suggestions for they are much nearer 
reality, much nearer the truth than perhaps we are so far as problems 
affecting their every day life are concerned. Then as they have returned 
ns it ia only right and proper that they should know how we are serving 
them and how far the Government are willing to accede to our demands. 
Further, a knowledge of the proceedings of the Legislative Council on the 
part of our constituents is also desirable on the ground that they will learn 
gradually to think more of measures tffan oilmen, when they are called 
upon to exercise their franchise at the time* of the election. In other 
words, if they are placed in a position to follow the activities of the Coun¬ 
cil they will learn by and by to vote for such men who they think will 
best advance the causes in which they are most interested. The last 
election was fought more or less upon purely personal issues. Now it is 
not desinible that such contests* should ha allowed to continue. But if we 
are anxious to prevent such contests we must enable our constituents to 
take an intelligent interest in the proceedings of this Council and this 


placed before the Council to-day. So far as 1 am aware the policy under¬ 
lying the reforms and the great change in the system, of Guverament 
which the reforms hare brought about has never been presented to the 
great mass of our. countrymen.* Nor have they been told that the present. 
legislative councils e^ecially of the provinces are now armed with plenary 
powers whicdiy if exercisedrwiih judgment and foresight, will enable us to 
make a still farther advance towards the goal of our ambition, namely, 
complete self-government. It is necessary, I submit, that they should 
be told these things. I can conceive of no better method of imparting 
informatioA or knowledge about these things than to prepare, in an 
attractive form, an account of the work of the Council of each session 
in Bengali to give it the widest possible circulation. There is a more 
urgent, and more pressing consideration than those that I have stated 
already in favour of the acceptance of my resolution. We are all aware 
that a section of our countrymen, who call themselves non-co-operators, 
have made it a part of their business to belittle the reforms, to describe 
the present legislative councils as much the same as they were before 
and further to say that the attitude of Government has not changed a bit, 
and the representatives of the people are altogether powerless to do any¬ 
thing for their countrymen. Also, Hiey have made it a rule to minimise, 
as much as possible, the earnest and anxious efforts of the Ministers to 
ameliorate the condition of tbeir«countrymen and to magnify, as much as 
they can, any little error, any little mistake, that they caa tind in their 
work. I venture to think that the best antidote to ibis deliberutp and 
wilful misrepresentation and gross perversion of truth is to present to 
the great mass of our countrymen a faithful accurate picture of the 
work of the legislative council. They must be told they must be placed 
in a position to realise that the issue now is with them and those who lead 
them. They can have no doubt any longer. It might have been possible 
before; they can have no doubt any longer as to the intentions of the 
British Government. It lies with them and them alone to work out their 
own salvation. Now, having given all ray reasons for commomUng thi.s 
resolution to the acceptance of the House, I should like to say what I 
would do if I were called upon to take action for the purpose of carrying 
out this proposal. In the first place, as soon as a session of the Council 
is over, I would get a faithful account of the proceedings prepared, giving 
salient points of the debates and discussions and the conclusions to which 
the House had arrived. I would have it done in as attractive and popular 
a knaiiner as possible. Then I would send a copy to every member of a 
union committee or a union board, every member of a local board, every 
member of a district board, and I would sehd a few copies to every thana 
for distribution among prominent and influential men in the surrounding 
villages. Besides I would send copies to all the well-knowfl public 
'associations of the province. Two factors, and two factors alone, can 


Gonncil and the other is its distribution in such a manner as to secure tl^ 
the widest publioitj’. 

Babtt NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTAs I heartUy accept the 
principle outlined by the mover, in commending the resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. But there are certftin practical difficulties in 
the way which should not be overlooked. In the first place, we must 
remember that the work and proceedings of the Council have become so 
heavy that Government have not yet been able to puWish fully the pro¬ 
ceedings of the last session, and it is very difficult to publish with preci¬ 
sion and accuracy the proceedings of the Council so quickly and then to 
translate them into the vernacular for giving the widest publicity possi¬ 
ble of these proceedings. Apart from the question of cost the practical 
difficulties are enormous. I fully appreciate the spirit which led the 
mover to move this resolution. We know to’our regret that the news¬ 
paper reporting has been very unsatisfactory. There may he some good 
reasons for this, but at the same time it is very unfortunate that advan¬ 
tage has been taken of the inaccurate reporting by a section of the press 
in misrepresenting the Council and to belittle, as it has been said, tbe 
importance of the Befomns. How fo combat tfiis difficulty? On the side 
of Government it will be said —“ Well, you have abolished the Publicity 
Bureau, and how are we to proceed ?’’ 3nt I do not think any amount of 
reporting can put down that spirit, any amount of reporting can stop the 
mouth of the calumniators, and the Government version or publication 
will not be accepted by the people who usually prefer any disio^d 
account given by the so-called independent newspapers. To obviate this 
difficulty, 1 think the best course would be to afford every possible fficility 
to the reporting establishment for accurate reporting and the vernacular 
newspapers which are moderate, which are sensible, may translate those 
proceedings for the edification of the publjc. Government may subscribe 
for a large number of copies of the enterprising newspapers which under¬ 
takes to do it, and that is the way of subsidising a newspaper which is 
accurate and which gives out the truth. But I do not know whether the 
proposal as worded in the resolution can he given effect to without incurr¬ 
ing enormous costs, and the easiest solution of this is to subsidise a good 
vernacular newspaper that will undertake to report correctly and accu¬ 
rately a summary of the work of the Legislative Council. I thoroughly 
disapprove of starting again a department of giving publicity which will 
not attain this object. If even these daily newspapers cannot afford to 
give an exact account of the proceedings of the Council, then these 
difficulties should be thought .out and should be consider^ before we 
accept this resolution, and I staggest that Government should subsidise 
a newspaper which undertakes to do this. There is no shadow of doubt 
that the country wants to know what the Council and the CounciUoTs are 



the Beloms being accepted as a boon by the ordinary people. 
With these lew remarks I ask my friend> the^ mover of the resohition, to 
accept, the suggestion and 1 also ask .the Hon^ble Member in charge of 
the department of ** Politics, ** to consider the object of the resolution 
by subsidising a yernacular newspaper of this discription. 

KIHUI Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDfN AHMED asked for per¬ 
mission to move the following amendment which stood in the name of 
Mr Syed Erfan Ali, who was absent, via:— 

that after the words ** local bodies ” the words ** principal verna¬ 
cular newspapers ” be inserted. 

Permission was granted. 

As has been pointed out by the learned mover it is highly important 
that the proceedings of thija^ouncil should be brought to the notice of 
the people who have sent up their representatives to this House. The 
hest means of doing this would be to publish in the local newspapers 
written in Bengali—think for Bengal Bengali literature would do—^by 
which the mufassal people could be made aware of the proceedings of the 
House. I do not propose that all the speeches and every thing should be 
reprinted but only the notes, the principal features of the proceedings 
shotild he circulated to the mufassal thtough the medium of the principal 

vernacular newspapers. * 

• 

TIm presidents You move the amendment onlyP 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support the 
resolution just moved by my friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose; but I do not enter¬ 
tain the i^turous admiration with which ho is animated as regards the 
Reforms. The Reforms have no d^ubt been a great advance—say what 
the out-and-out non-co-operator8*might. The work of this Council can¬ 
not be pooh-poohed. Huring the last session, we passed resolutions pro¬ 
viding for nmdical relief to the meanest and the lowest of the people, of 
Bengal. We passed resolutions fat the establishment of technological 
and agricultural colleges at Calcutta. We passed resolutions for the 
separation of the judicial and executive functions. I mention only two 
or three. Furthermore we struck out about 20 lakhs of rupees by way of 
<^rtailment, or rather by way of economy from the Budget as presented 
to us by Government. Is that to be pooh-poohed P Is that nothing P This 
Council, I do hope, will during' the course of three years be of great 
service to the county; hut I must say this to Mr. D. C. Ghose that no 
credit whatsoever is due to his party—the l^ational Liberal League or to 
the Ministers who have, opposed evexy good resolution. We are neither 
Moderates nor .Extremists, but.ve are the people, we are not the few 


MEMBER in oharge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT ,<Nn 
Hon*blO Sir Henry WhMler): Hay I rise to a point of order P The 
resolution is a request for the circulation of the proceedings of this 
Council in Bengali, but the Rai Bahadur’s speech is a comment on the 
proceedings of this Council. 

The PRESIDENTS The member is out of order. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadur: I do quite believe 
that this resolution is good, but I do believe also tb^t it will do a great 
deal of harm when the people will see how their best interests have been 
(jpposed by the Government and when every Minister has opposed every 
good resolution. You may be sure that it will do a good deal of harni. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF* It is with great pleasure that 1 
support the resolution of Hr. D. C. GhosMuIt is quite known that the 
Reforms have given a wide franchise to the people of this country. We 
know perfectly well that the number of electorates have increased; and 
we also know it perfectly well that we come here as the representatives of 
a vast mass of jHJople and it is, in the fitness of things, highly desimbic 
that these electorates should know what their representatives are doing 
for them in this Conm?il. We all know that there was a weekly news¬ 
paper called the Shnpt-ahik JurUta Barta, which was circulated by the 
Governineiit among the mini people 1;brough the village headmen, ev^n 
in the remotest villages, in order to give them an idea the progress of 
the War. It will not do now for the Government to say that it will 
entail a heavy expenditure on the part of the Government to have the 
reports of the Coui^cil circulated among local bodies and public associa¬ 
tions. One of the learned members of this Council has said that local 
newspapers might take up the task; but then, I submit, it will not do. 
We know it perfectly well that Bengal, or for the matter of that India, is 
not a country where a large number of persons take any interest in news¬ 
papers or subscribe for them. I however submit that if the reports of the 
Council are published in a handy volume after each session and are cir- 
culal.ed to the local bodies and public associations, these reports will give 
the people an idea as to what work is being done in the Council and the 
reports will help them to understand what the Reforms are j^nd the 
people will also have an idea of what the'members of the Council are 
doing for them. 

With these words, I beg to give my hearty support to the resolution 
that has been moved. 

Khan Bahadur ABDU8**8ALAM: The resolution moved by Mr. D. C. 
Gliose does not commend itself to my mind from different points of view. 
The first and foremost motive that underlies the resolution is a sordid one' 
as has beqn acknowledged the mover himself. He wants self- 



been doing work in this Council. 1 wonder why be did not suggest that 
the photos of the members should be printed along with their speeclies. 
That would have been, 1 suppose, quite consistent with the modesty with 
which he has suggested the resolution. It would be a waste of public 
funds to publish all the speeches and proceedings in Bengal, as I lielieve 
in the old adage—good wine needs no bush. 1 do not belitwe in self- 
adyortisement. That is my first objection to this resolution. Secondly, 
I believe that it is a futile resolution if it is intended to reach the masses, 
as 75 per cent, of them cannot read. What is the good then of printing 
these speeches when the masses will not be able to read themP Burning 
candle before the blind is sheer waste of candle. I think my friend does 
'not~want that so much of the public funds should be wasted on ibis when 
there are so many other crying needs. First, we should spend money 
on the education of the masses and then we can think of printing these 
things for their consumption? Thirdly, the procedure be suggests is 
impracticable. He says that the Bengali review should be circulated 
among the local bodies and public associations. The members of the local 
bodies are generally men who know English and can easily take the 
trouble of interpreting those things to the men near them. So what is 
the good of wasting public money irf printing again these things in 
BengaliP Fourthly, I think the resolution is unfair, as the mover siig« 
gests that the review should be pvnted in Bengali only. I find in (he 
notional system of education wbick is now rampant in Eastern Bengal 
(I have been recently to some parts of Eastern Bengal), Urdu and 
Hindustani are (iompulsory subjects. Therefore, my friend should have 
taken time by the forelock, and should have suggested that the review 
should be printed in Urdu as well. 

For all these reasons, I oppose this resolution. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is pity that last 
session wo thought it fit to abolish the post of Director of Information; 
it is a great pity that this session Mr. Tf. C. Ghose thinks of reinstating 
some such official in our midst. If, as Mr. Ghose points out, it is fatal 
that the country should not know the good work that we are doing in this 
Council, I say that it will be still more fatal if the country knows that, 
in these dfiys of financial str^gency, we intend to spend money on self- 
advertisement. If we cannot justify our existence in this Council by the 
work that we do here, no amount of resolutions and no amount of liter¬ 
ature will convince the people that we are working here for their benefit. 
If the Government have such few friends, if there is no party inside the 
Council or if there is no party outside the Council to carry on the w< irk or 
if the representatives do not care to go bac'k to their constitucncii s and 
tell them what we have done, what we are doing, and what we ajo. do, 
then I think it scarcely proper on the part of Government to come forward 
and make an appeal on its own bel^lf. No amount ^ literature will fill 


tlie iell diseases which are deTastating Bengal. And 1 fear that these 
reports will find their way hack inti) our own household as those recep> 
tacles which are utilised by grocers and which usually contain sugar and 
like things, or they will be sold like the Minutes of the Calcutta TTniver- 
sity at four annas a seer. One last alternatiTe prayer—one last defence— 
why should the publication be confined only to Bengali—why not Urdu, 
Hindi, Pali, Chinese, why should we not requisition the services of the 
Post-graduate Professors of the Calcutta University in this effort to 
popularise the Government and the Reforms ? 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I do not know why there is so 
much opposition to such a small matter like this. If I he pardoned for 
leing a Ifttle rude the only question that may make my 'friends afraid of 
'such publication is that they do not want tq l et our constituencies know 
what we are doing here. There are also ^Eose who after a long discus¬ 
sion withdraw their motions and know that they waste the time of the 
Council for nothing. I think these people must be afraid. Arguments 
have been put forward about the cost but we do not know what the cost 
.will be. The previous speaker (Mr. H. S. Siihrawardy) has argued why 
should it not be published in Chinese or Pali. But we must remember 
that we are living in Bengal and not in China or Japan. I think in our 
anxiety we are forgetting what we a^e doing and what we are saying. 
Then Babu Nibaran Cfiandra Has Gupta has made an alternative sugges¬ 
tion that a special newspaper may be subsidised to do the work. I do not 
think that there is much difference between the motion proposed by 
Mr. Ghose and Nibaran Babuls proposal. 1 do not think also that there 
can be any reasonable objection save on account of the cost, and unless 
the cost be prohibitive we should all join in supporting the proposal of 
Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAi At first I had no mind to speak 
on this resolution because I have got a resolution which runs exacGy on 
these Unes.^ But the speeches of two of my friends just preceding me 
compel me to speak a few words in support of the resolution of my Mend, 
Mr. D. C. Ghose, They have raised some false issues by which they 
want to confuse the whole situation. Certainly it was not the intention 
of Mr. Ghose in any way to advance his self-advertisement before his 
constituencies; but the underlying principles of this, as well as my reso¬ 
lution, is the educative element which in these days at least should count 
as a very important factor, so far as the masses are concerned. One 
gentleman said that when 75 per cent, of the masses are as yet illiterate, 
what will be the utility of publishing these in any language whatsoever. 
My friend ought to know that since the advent of the Reforms Act the 
illiterate people are our voters, they are our leaders and we are here reallv 


education depends the very heart and soul oi the present ^constitution, 
and it goes without saying that the present constitution is different from 
what we had. It is certainly not what we would like to have and 1 do not 
go so far as to say that it is the Parliamentary constitution, but certainly 
it is the beginning thereof; and at this preliminary stage the education 
of the people, who have been allotted the franchise and who are still per* 
haps asking for more expansion of it, should count to be of the utmost 
importance. That being so, the question of self-advertisement does not 
come in. Those who are illiterate will have them read out to them in their 
vernacular. I would mention another point. Unfortunately for some 
of us, as we all know, some of the leading journals have gone over to the 
side of non-co-operation and they are always looking askance at us and 
always trying to find out our faults—imaginary or real. We cannot 
count upon their reports. Some of the newspapers have hardly got any 
space—1 consulted some of tnem—to put in a verbatim report of what we 
are talking here or even proper summaries of the proceedings of this 
Council. In order to meet this difficulty we are asking Government to 
publish Uie proceedings in English which they have hitherto been doing 
and also to publish in Bengali because it is the mother-tongue of the popu¬ 
lation of Bengal, so that the people may know exactly what the Council is 
really doing, what really the functions of the Council are, and in what 
way we are doing service to the eouptry and whether we are failing in 
our duty. I am sorry 1 have not the weight of my friend who preceded 
me, but I know that if our constituencies know what we are doing they 
will keep us erect by some sort of muscular arrangement which may not 
always be palatable to us. That should be the real reason why the pro¬ 
ceedings should be published more widely. The people should know 
bow some of us sit on the fence and, in order to expose these people, it is 
very necessary that the proceedings should be given as much publicity as 
possible. One word more and that is in yesterday’s proceedings we have 
Imd some sort of performances when some questions came up for discma- 
sion, but the officials were not willing to give us all the information. If 
these proceedings are given the utmost publicity* and if the officials think 
that Uiey have come under some sort of popular Government, they will 
think twice before they give us this sort of hazy answers. I therefore 
strongly support this resolution. 

The Hon*bU Sir HENRY WHEELER: This resolution, and another 
which comes later in the agenda, emphasise the desirability of dis¬ 
seminating more widely information as to the proceedings of this Council. 
Ibe later resolution would do this through (he medium of English, but 
the present one ^oposes a system of vernacular summaries. For the 
theoretical merits of that proposition there is a good deal to be^ said. 
It is, of course, a truism to say that the vast majority of the people in thi.s 
province are not literate in English; it ia a truism to say that scarcely a 
much larger minority is literate even in the vernacillar; and it is also a 
traism to say that in so &r as the proceedings of this Conncil will from 



year to year-tnevitaWy We an increasing influence in moulding tte des¬ 
tinies of the province, it is desirable that the electors, by whose choice 
members attend this Chamber, should know what is being carried on 
within these walls, and what attitude is teing taken hy their representa¬ 
tives on one side and by Government on the other. All these proposi¬ 
tions seem to me to be perfectly sustainable, and it is on them that 
Mr. Ghose mainly rests his case. There has been a certain amount ^f 
doubt espre.s 9 ed to-<lay whether it would altogether he to the advantage 
of the reputations of some of us if our proceedingrfi were more widely 
known; hut as to that we must take our chance, if publication is in itself 
desirable and possible. 

My doubts are as to the possibility of such a scheme, and inherent in 
it there are obviously various difficulties. One of the greatest objections 
to my mind is that of delay. Mn Ghose^^uld like to see a “ faithful 
and accurate picture ” put out after the conclusion of the session. That 
in itself would mean, I am afraid, a delay of two or three months l>efore 
our proceedings are printed (the account of the April sittings is not yet 
out), let alone the further delay in preparing the summary which is to be 
the basis of this vernacular version. Therefore, by the time the news 
trickles down to the four corners of the mufassal, it will be of a soroe- 
wliat stale character. 

Another point is that of expense. * Obviously we have not at present 
the machinery which will be required to is.sue any such publication. We 
have not even the mechanical means of printing it, that is to say, our 
facilities for printing in the vernacular would have to he increased, all 
entailing further delay; and we should have to employ in some fonn or 
other an editor or summariser to prepare the version which is subsequent¬ 
ly to be translated. All that must cost money. At present we print 
about 1,500 copies of our proceedings in English at a cost of about 
Us. 22,500. It is very difficult to fonu any accurate estimate of what 
the scheme outlined in this resolution would involve; hut we tried to 
make an estimate within'the time available, and it was put at something 
between Ks. 8,000 and lls. 10,000. All will depend on the length of the 
summary and the numbers to whom it is despatched. 

The third difficulty, and a very great difficulty to my mind, is one of 
preparing this ** faithful and accurate picture.” It must be agreed 
that it would be impossible, even if it were desirable, to attempt' a ftill 
tiunslation into the vernacular of all the proceedings of the Council. 
That was proposed in a resolution of which notice was given last session, 
but which was crowded out jn the rush at the end, but had it been moved, 
1 should have pointed out the'very great and unjustifiable expense invol¬ 
ved t|;^ercin. Therefore, it being assumed that what*we want is a sum¬ 
mary or puiture, I put it to the Council that, with the best intentions in 
the world, ft will -be extraordinarily difficult to prepare. We have had 


able to meet that charge by placing the responsibility upon the competent 
shoulders of the gentlemen in the press gallery, but if we attempt a sum¬ 
mary, and whatever officials are connected with it are to be attacked in 
this Council for not having given due prominence to this member or that, 
or for having misrepresented some utterances or missed the best points 
of others, then our lives will indeed become a burden to us. We shall 
always, too, be open to the charge that we have unduly emphasised the 
Gt>vernment point of view or have unfairly minimised the arguments on 
the other side. 

These three main difficulties seem to me to be very real. Perhaps the 
Council do not quite know what we do at present by way of circulating 
our proceedings, but it has a bearing on both resolutions. At present 
our free distribution list covers about 700 names, of which some 400 are 
outside Calcutta and 300 w ithin it. The majority, of course, are Goveiu- 
ment officials. 

But we also send to some twenty-one newspapers and to the Associated 
Press, which ensures distribution to various sources, and we also send tq 
some 15 public associations. In tbat way our proceedings are cii'culnted 
over a fairly wide field. Tbe resolution wants us to supply our proceed- 
ings to public associations and local bodies in the vernacular, and to that 
extent it does not seem to be quite happy. In the first place there are 
various assofdations who get, and •would prefer to get, our full proceed¬ 
ings in English, and in the second ^lace there are various local bodies, 
such as municipalities and district boards, which are largely composed 
of enlightened and educated men who, if they read any liteiuiure on the 
subject at all, would like to read it in e/rtenso and in English. So the 
real proposal comes down to devising some means of reaching union boards 
and village panchayats. They .would have to be, I take it, the main 
recipients of any such distribution. There are about 1,700 of the former, 
while if the latter are to be supplied, our distribution list will be consider¬ 
able and the expenses very great*. 

That is the proposition as it strikes Government. Theoretically there 
is something to be said for it; practically there are various obvious diffi¬ 
culties. Beolly tbe proposal amounts in great measure to wbut 
Mr. Subrawardy has pointed out, namely, that this is another example of 
the need of something in thg nature of a Publicity Officer, regarding 
which I, for one, gi*eatly regret the vote of the Council in connection with 
the last budget. A competent and expert Publicity Officer would be the 
best agency for preparing, in a short space of time, a bright and readable 
account of the proceedings of this Council. But to judge by that vote 
the idea of a Publicity Officer does not find favour in the eyes of the Coun¬ 
cil. That being so, tbe attitude of Government on this resolution is to 
ascertain what the wish of the Council in the matter is. I hope tlTai all 
members of this Council, official or otherwise, will let us have the benefit 


^phasiM that it is gcwg to cost, money, and that we cannot guarantee 
that we shall he able to deyise any system which will not be open to a 
considerable amount of criticism. 

Babu tURENDRA NATH RAYs All that I have to say has been said 
by my young friend, Dr. Suhrawardy. 

The PRESIDENTS I do not think you should call him your young 
friend. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: As the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
has pointed out there are two objections to this resolution—hrst, that the 
review of work which the mover wants the Government to publish 

Mra Di Cl CHOSE: 1 substituted the words “an account*’. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Let it be “an account.” But the 
proceedings of the legislative council would take two or three months 
to be published in vernacular— 

Mr* D* C* CHOSE: Not necessarily. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: And they would be stale and 
unprofitable to the large majority of the people of ibis country,—mean 
the reading public. • 

Secondly there is the question of cost. Hy friend ought to remember 
that we have now got an independent and popular vernacular Press and 
if the proceedings of the Council are worih publishing they publish them, 
and the people of this country get an idea as to what the Council has been 
doing and how the members have been working. But if this account, 
us suggested, be published. Government might give a very impartial 
account of the proceedings, but still the people will consider that it is only 
the Government version of the proceedings and of the working of the 
liegislaiive Council. • All that is worth publishing is published in these 
papers and people get the information of all that happens in the. Council 
the very next day. If this resolution be accepted by Government, I tbitiV 
the Director of Public Information, whose post was abolished only the 
other day, will come in another garb. TThat is what we do not like. 
Besides, that would mean an expense and an expense of a very large 
amount. The post was worth Rs. 2,000 a month. We have aboH^ed it; 
and if we want to have an account of the Legislative Council you will have 
to appoint an editor, then a ^unslator and a host of other numerous clerks. 
We are not going to have all that simply that some of the members may 
see t^eir names published and their deeds advertised before their con¬ 
stituencies. We have come here to do our work honestly;.and if we do 
honest work in the Council thA4 will Ka Vw 


Babu RItHINDRA NATH SARKARt I more that the question be 
now moTod. 

The motion for closure was then put and agreed to. 

Tfli PRESIDENT then put the amendment which was lost. 

The original motion then being put, a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES. 


AlmiMt KhM aalisSHr Msulvl WuimHMIii. 
AliiiwS, Msulvl RM UMin. 

AkmMi, MuimM Jsfar. 

All, Mumki Amir. 

All, MoMhi Aynb. . 

Arhamudein, Maulwi KhanSakar.*^ 
eaearjati Raf Sahadur Akinask Chandra. 
SvMh Mr. S. M. 

Catkaart, Hr. H. 

Charmakar, Raku Ratik Chandra. 

Detta* SafeH Annada Ckaraa. 

Chatty Mr. 0. C. 

Chaaa, Rai Sahadur J^ndra Chundar. 
Oardan, Mr. A. D. 


Has, Shah Syad ew dadiri . 

Hue, Maulvi akram al* 

Khan, Maulvi MamMHRNHn. 
Khan, Maulvi Hd. Raftwia Uddla. 
Larmaur, Hr. P. A. 

Makramali, Munahi. 

Mukharjaa, Saku Nitya Dhaik 

Mukharjl, Prafaaaar S. 0. 

Mulliak, eaku Mirada aahary. 
HuUlak, Saku Surandra Nafli. 
Rauf, Maulvi Shah Akdur, 

Ray, Saku Jatandra Kritkna. 
Ray, Raja Manilall Slnsh. 


• > 
NOES. 


Addy, Rabu Amulya Dhana. 

Alial, Khan Rabadur, Nawabtada K. M. 
Ahmad. Maulvi Yakainuddin. 

Alay, Shaikh Mahkaab. 

AaauH Khan sahadur Khvaja Hahamad. 
Sarma, Ral Sahib Panahanan. 

Sirla, Rabu Ohanaahyam oas. 

Sirlay, Mr. L. 

Ohaudhuri, Saku Kiahari Mahan, 
ebaudhuri, Rabu Tankanath. 

Cbaudhuri, Khan Sahadur Maulvi HaSiar 
Rahman. 

Chaadhurl, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. 
Cbaudhuri, Rai Maraadranatb. 

■isR Saba RhiiRMidav. 

Srr Rai Sa h adur Amar Nath. 

Met Ousts, Saba Nfbaran ehandra. 

DR Saku Panindralal. 

Denaid, 8M>. d. 

SatR Mr. Ajay Chundar. 

Mmsut, Mr. K. 0. M, 

SRstsli, RAi Sahib NUmaai. 

Saeta, Hr. N. B. 

Mamatl, Mr. w. W. 

Rarinw Maulvi AbduL 
Kartai, Maahri Pashii. 

Ksnv tha Nsn*bts Mr. 4. N. 

Mfean, Baku Davandr* Lai. 

Khan, Hr. Raaaar Rahman. 

Lana, Mr. 4. 

LiM, M . D. H. 


Maharsjadbiraja Bahadur ef BuNwaiL 
tha Hon'Ma. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Marsan, Mr. G. 

Mukharji, Rabu Satiah Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Baku Sarat Chandra. 
Natkar, Baku Ham Chandra. 

O'Kinaaly Lt.'Oal. Pradariak. 

O'Mailay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. P. 

Rahim, tha Han’bla Sir Abd«r. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dak. 

Ray, Baku Bhakandra Chandra. 

Ray, Baku Surandra Math. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Kriahna Chandra. 
Ray MMudhury, Rafa Manmatha Math. 
Ray, Baku Malini Math. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kahauniah 
Chandra. 

Ray, Mr, Tarit Bhutan. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan Sinsh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Akdua. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlahindra Math. 

Sinhai Bahu Surandra Narayan. 

Stark; Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawsrdy, Mr. Humya Shahaad. 
WatMACmyth, Mr. R. M. • 

wa r d a wo r tn. Hr. W. C. 


Dredging of thfl fivor Lolii4*nB* 

The PRE8IDEHT: Order! ‘order! Before I proceed to the next 
item of bueineHs, I thxuk I nmet correct a.mistake which I committed in 
connection wilh resolution No. 14. I understood Baja Manmatha Nath 
Bay Choudhury to say that in view of the assurance g^iren by the Hon’ble 
the Muhurajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, he withdrew his resolution. 

** But I DOW understand that what he said was that if the Hon^ble the Maha- 
rajadhiroja Bahadur would give him an assurance that the matter would 
be investigated he would withdraw his resolution. I think, in that case, 
1 was wrong in putting tlie question of withdrawal to the House and 1* 
will now ask the Muharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan if he is prepared 
to give the assurance. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN : Sir, the assurance of GovernTifSnt cannot be given so light* 
heartedly as my friend the Raja seems to think. What I said was this 
that when the new circle is established we shall make an investigation 
and when such investigation is complete it would be the time for Govern¬ 
ment to (consider a scheme. At present there is no such scheme and it 
will be difficult to give any such assurance, but if the assurance that the 
scheme will be considered after an investigation was made when the circle 
is formed will satisfy the Raja 1 havp no objection in giving such 
assurance. • • 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: In the absence 
of anything better, I must be satisfied with that assurance. 

'J'he motion wiis then, by leave, withdrawn. 


Report of Taxi-Cab Committee. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR was given pqniiission to move the resolution 
standing in the name of Colonel A. J. I’ugh which was as follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government to withhold for one 
year the giving effect to that part of the repoi*t of the Taxi-Cab Com¬ 
mittee (published at page 59G of the Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette 
of the Gth April, 1921) which deals with (a) evolution of type, (h) horse- 
lK)wer, (c) driving seat, and (d) luggage accommodation, in oilier that 
owners and dealers in motor cars who have ali'eady imported care of 
types which have been jiassed during the hist few years may be 'safe- 
goardod.” 

I will* rest my case omtbe justice of the cause. 

Members of this Council will remember the taxi-strike in Calcutta in 
January of this year. It was a fight between the taxi-drivers on the one 
band and the police on the other.. A Committee was eventually appoint- 



the grieTances of the men, bnt .also with matters which have seriously 
affected the interests of owners and dealers in motor-cars. The report 
deals with matters calculated, in the opinion of the Committee, to give 
an efficient, safe and clean s^ice of taxi-cabs for Calcutta, and they 
have made certain recommendations. 

Now, I am not going into a criticism of the I'ecommendations of the 
Committee. 

The resolution, you will see, does not attack any of these recoixi- 
mendations. It merely asks the Government not to give immediate effect 
only to that part of the report which deals with the special type of motor¬ 
cars which are now recommended for taxi purposes. I will not go into 
details, but hon’ble members will iiee from the report that the Committee 
recommends: 

(a) The use in future^F a special type of cars for taxi purposes. 

A 

(h) That such cars should have a particular horse-power according 
to what is known K.A.C. as B.A.C rating. This is a new 
provision. 

(c) The cars should hencefonvard have the bodies built in a parti¬ 
cular way, with reference to the driving seat and room for 
luggage, accommodation, etc. 

Now', long before these new recommendations were made, and indeed 
before there was any indication that there would be a change in the rules 
about the type of cars which would be allowed to be used in Calcutta, a 
large number of cars suitable fur taxi purposes had been imported into 
Calcutta and are now here but cannot be sold because uf the new rules. 

These cars satisfy all the conditions that have been in existence till 
April last, when the report was published. They were imported bond 
fide by owners and dealers in motor-curs who are now told that these 
newly imported cars are unsuitable for taxi purposes and will not be 
passed because of the recommendations of the report. Again, I say, I 
am not attacking these new regulations, although a good deal may be 
urged against them. 1 am not doing that. 

But let me ask, is it just, is it fair to penalise these importers for no 
fault of their own? llie Motor Trade has been very hard hit during 
the last'few months. First came the unfavourable exchange, then the 
newly-imposed enhanced import duty on cars, and lastly, the general 
slump in business. These are had enough. But do not, I beg of you, 
add to fhe list. All I ask. for is that Government should hold its 
hands for one year, and not insist on imraedi&iely enforcing the new type 
of cars for taxi purposes. 

I do not plead for any cars which have not already arnved. *lt is 
only with respect to cars which are now in Calcutta, and .which were 


I know ikat every trade has kad a bad time. Wby then do 1 speak on 
behalf of the Motor Trade f The reason is Uiis. , J!h»j had, without any 
fault of their own, alreody imported the oars. Their capital is lo(^d 
up and there is little hope of getting more. They cannot be expected to 
import a fresh lot of the new type of cars till they are able to dispose of 
the stock in hand, which again they cannot do because of the suddenness 
of the decision to enforce the new regulations. 

1 ought to mention that the Commissioner of Police had recently 
been approached by yarlous dealers to redress this just grievance. 

He has, I am told, made a light concession in favour of only a few 
firms, and that with reference to a few particular makes, such concession 
to apply to not more than 10 per cent, of the relative number of cars 
registei'ed, during the last year. This, I am afraid, bag made the case 
worse. ^ 

I can confidently assure this Council that if this temporary b^t 
necessary relaxation of the rules, for which I am pleading, be granted 
it would not do any serious or appreciable injury to the taxi service in 
Calcutta. I can name types of cars which, though disqualified under the 
new rules in Calcutta, are employed as taxis in London, New York, 
Paris, Marseilles, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Washington, etc., 
Striving after a uniform type of tax^-cabs may be a very good thing, 
but after all it is not so important as doing justice to the innocent trader 
or relieving him from unnecessary hardship and loss when this can be 
done without injury to the public. 

Sir, I have done. I again earnestly appeal to the Oovemment to 
accept this resolution, and ask this House to indicate its wishes by strong¬ 
ly supporting it. 

These, Sir, are Colonel Pugh’s own words and I have given them to 
the Council as they are. With these wofds, I place the resolution before 
the Council. 

% 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon>blc Sir 
Henry Wheeler): I am in some difficulty in replying to this 
resolution that has bean moved by Mr. Larmour, for reasons which 
I may frankly state. We received the report of the Taxi-cab Committee, 
it is true, some time ago, but unfortunately much time was taken up in 
the press, which has been seriously congested, largely by the rush of 
Council work, and we then published the report in order to give the pub¬ 
lic and those interested in the trade an opportunity of expressing their 
views about it. That furthdt delayed action, and when the replies came 
in, the Secretariat was fully occupied and has not, up till now^ been able 
to put them up before me for consideration. The ease is now, I underr 
stand, prac^cally ready, and as soon as the present sitting of the Council 



»]>eeeiii]S«B3atioiM made by tbe Committee, and, in particular, those 
relating to the structural type of the yebicles which will be allowed to 
run on the streets. That being so, Sir, it is impossible for me to say 
whether we can withhold these Vecommendations for a year or eyen scrap 
them altogether. But I can say this to Mr. Larmour that, on more than 
one occasion, I haye discussed this matter with representatiyes of the 
motor industry in this city, and I haye told them more than once that I 
fully realise that there is justice in their request that before substantial 
alterations in type/ire made, a reasonable time—do not necessarily say 
a year~-hut a reasonable time should he given to the trade to adjust them¬ 
selves to new conditions. That assurance I quite readily repeat here, 
and I trust Mr. Larmour will see the reasonableness of our expressing 
our inability at this moment to go beyond it. 

Mft Ai LARMOURS*^ Sir, I quite recognise what the Hon’ble 
Member . has said. I would, therefore, ask him that when the matter 
HoeB come up before him for consideration, he will not decide on the papers 
that are placed before him, hut will listen and give attention to some very 
serioTu questions which the Secretary of the Motor Trades Association 
might bring before him. With the assurance that the Hon’hTe Member 
has given us, I ask for permission to withdraw this resolution in order 
that the matter may receive the^ttqntion of Government as has been 
promised by the Hcn’ble Member.. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Roorganisctioii of the Polioe Department. 

BabU INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: ^^This Council recommends to the 
Government that a Committee, consisting of seven members, five of whom 
shall he nou-ofBcials, elected from amongst, and by the non-official 
members of the Council, by means of the single transferable vote, he 
appointed to inquire into and report at an early date as to what practical 
steps may be taken in order to effect a reorganisation of the Police Depart¬ 
ment on a more economic and efficient basis. 

My proposal is so modest that I feel that there cannot be any ground 
for serious opposition: nay, I have been so much encouraged hy a state¬ 
ment made hy my fi’iend, Mr. B. B. Das in the press, that I feel confident 
tliat= even those members, who could not support me during the supple¬ 
mentary police budget debates, will not hesitate to give me thoir valuable 
8U^)ort to-day. In course of a letter published in the Amrita Bazar 
Pairika of the 19{h Mny last, Mr. Das said*:— 

I fully sgiee with the riew thet the Polioe Department should be manac^ more 
eMBomicallj and effimenily. 


expenditure bne gone up beyond all proportion and that there is aii 
incessant need of improving the efficiency of the i>olioe. 

It seems, Sir, that the Government has also not been idle about this 
matter. If I am not much mistaken, I believe, that since the last ses- 
sions of the Council, the district officers have been asked to arrange con¬ 
ferences with the local members of the Legislative Council, in order to 
secure their advice as to how economy may be effected in the district 
Police cx])ei)ditun*. Hiere was one drawback about this conference, viz., 
that the members had not been given sufficient time. I do not know what 
has been tlie result of these conferences in other districts, but, if I am to 
judge by the result in my own district of Tippera, I have the greatest 
confidence that retrenchment may safely and surely be effected. 

Tlio ])olice is rather a delicate and thorny subject, and I believe that 
our criticism of the police department is looked upon by the authorities 
with a sort of half-amused contempt in the curious impression that the 
police is un easy target for members of the Council. Critics of the police 
department have been charged with idiosyncrasy even inside this Council, 
but th)es this Council know, Sir, what was the attitude of the authorities 
in England, when the question of Police reform was taken up? Wlien 
Robert Peel introduced the Police reforms, we find, on tie authority of 
Captain Melville Leo*s History of the police in England, that the new 
pedicle were not popular at firsi, that m^ny people were ready to find fault, 
but that every complaint was regarded as made in good faith, and that 
(-ommissionors investigated each case; weak members of the police were 
removed and public confidence gained. This, Sir, is the proper attitude 
to treat criticisms, and I sincei-ely trust that in this reformed Council, the 
old fetish of the prestige will never be brought up to cow down bonest 
criticism. Unless the administration of the police can keep pace with the 
standard of efficiency which modem condi'tions demand, there can be no 
hope of the successful working of the Reforms. Efficiency of the police 
•is the true (Titerion of the prestige of the Government. 

I^t 118 see how the Police Department is now being managed and at 
what cost. What is the standard by which to judge the efficiency of the 
|)olice? It may not be unknown to many members of the Council that 
the police in England is one of the most efficient in the world. What is 
their standard of efficiency? I will quote here one of the rules that werq 
laid down for the guidance of the new London police, as early &s the thir¬ 
ties of the nineteenth century;— 

Prevention of crime was inculcated as one of the great duties of the Police • this 
duty was placed higher than thd duty of detecting and securing the punishment of 
the offender, and officers and men‘were alike told that absence of crime would be 
looked upon as the best test of their efficiency. 

Here we have a definite test of efficiency laid down and acted up to 
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The proTince of Bengal, as at present constituted, dates from 1912, 
and I shall take some figures from the police administration reports since 
that year. The number of reported crimes in 1912 were 80,999; in 1914, 
it was 83,532; in 1918, it was 99,513; and in 1919, the last figures aTail- 
able, it** was 107,696., i.e., during 7 years, the number of crimes has 
steadily gone on increasing, till it shows an increase of 34 per cent, in 
seven years. The history of tbe Calcutta Police, as judged by the increase 
in number of criiaos, tells the same sad story. This is the result of statis¬ 
tics. Let us now go on to authoritative opinion on the subject. I shall 
not tire the patience of the House by going into old history. The last 
ofHcial authoritative opinion u'us given in the first few years of this, the 
twentieth century. Lord Cui*zon, in his third budget speech, in 1901, 
thus descril>ed the administration of the police. He said that grave 
abuses had crept into this branch of the service and were responsible for 
administrative and judicial shortcomings, that were generally deplored, 
besides producing a widespread and legitimate discontent. As a result 
of this authoritative statement, the Indian Police Commission was ap- 
pf)inted and submitted its rex>o}t in 1903. This Commission, presided 
over by Sir Andrew Fraser, came to this conclusion; — 

The Police force is far from efficient; it is defective in training and organisation; 
it is inadequately supervised; it is generally regarded as corrupt and oppressive: 
and it has utterly failed to secure tbe crafidence aud co-operation of the people. 

This was in 1903. Eighteen y5ars have passed since then. Govern¬ 
ment have tried to give effect to some of the recommendations of the Police 
Commission, money has l>een lavishly spqnt. From a mere Ks. ,59 lakhs 
in 1905-06, the cost of the police has gone up to Rs. 1 croro and 90 lakhs 
in 1921, showing an enormous increase of 216 per cent, in course of 15 
years. 

But have things improved very much? Some improvement has, no 
doi^t, been effected, but has it ^een able to keep pace with Uie standard 
of efficiency demanded by modern conditions? The steady increase in 
the number of crimes has shown how this test of efRciency has failed. 
Then again, even during the past few years, some of the important judi¬ 
cial courts and even the High Court have severely condemned the con¬ 
duct of the Police in some cases. The Mussalmanpara Lane bomb case 
is still fresh in the memol*y of many people. Only the other day the 
Sealdah munition case showed the conduct of the Police in lurid colours. 
The Sindhubala affair can never be erased from the memory of the people 
of Bengal. It is no use multiplying instances. liet us only examine two 
typical cases that have occurred during the ^ast few months since the 
introduction of the reforms. I mean the 'Mohunganj and the Eallghat 
shooting affairs. 1 take these cases because it is only in an emergency, 
that the calibre of a force can be judged. Here is the Hohunganj affair 
in a nutshell. A large number of pplice recruits from the training 



•tables who had ^ne forward to reconnoitre, reported that some fc^y 
persons, who looked like convicts, were sleeping in a shed in the village 
and the police naturally (mark the word naturally) tried to arrest the in¬ 
mates. This was done evidently without making sure that they were 
really convicts. It now transpires that the sleeping people were"*not con¬ 
victs at all, but ordinary coolies. The police fired shots and one death 
occurred . The Government communique says that 'Hhere was an unfor¬ 
tunate mistake over the whole affair.” Sir, mistakes and misunderstand- 
ings are very convenient terms. But is it not curious that when one man’s 
mistake means another man’s death, such mistakes have a tendency to 
recur in this unfortunate coutnry P We have read in the story books, how 
the chivalrous Don Quixote of old mistook the windmill for an army of 
giants, but it seems that the days of chivalry are not yet gone. Sleeping 
coolies seem to make a good target for the bravery of many a chivalrous 
policeman. liet us now go on into the £aligliat shooting case. An inno¬ 
cent man was shot dead by a European police sergeant. Here is what the 
Government resolution says about the affair—”lt is clear to the Gover¬ 
nor in Council, that the sergeants, evidently with a view to screening one 
of their number, have failed to tell the truth . . The Govern or in 

Council can only unreservedly condemn the attitude of the sergeants 
concerned.” It is out of place to go into the details of this sorry business 
here, there will be time enough for th^t, but 1 ask, in all seriousness, is 
it not a shame that this is the class of men for whom the Council voted 
an increment of pay and house allowance only the other day; nay, these 
are the sort of men, for some of whom quarters are to he provided even 
against the vote of this Council? 

1 am not fond of using strong language, and it is not my business to 
enter into a diatribe against the i>olice, but I ask this Council, has the 
police force, as at present managed, fully proved its efficiency P Has it 
done its best to secure the cordial co-operation.of the public? There is 
plenty of room for improvement, and I request this Council to appoint a 
Committee to inquire into and report as to how this efficiency can be at¬ 
tained. 

To come now to the extraordinary increase in the cost of the police 
administration, I (diull not take much time of the Council. A simple 
statement of the figures will be the most forcible argument that I can use. 
In 1905-06, when the revenue of Bengal was Rs. 6 crores and 60 
the police expenditure was Ks. 59 lakhs. The revenue now is Bs. 9 citires 
aud 50 lakhs, whereas the police expenditure is Rs. 1 crore and 90 lahks, 
i.e., when the revenue has increased by less than 60 per cent., the police 
expenditure has gone up ,more than 216 per cent. The following 
figures of police expenditure will prove instructive. In 1906, police 
expense was Bs. 69 lakhs; in 1912, Rs. 83 lakhs; in 1916, llfi lakhs - in 
1918, 132 Iqkhs; in 1919, 143 lakhs; in 1921, 190 lakhs. Before the in- 


30, w^erefis in Bengal to>day it is 1 in 5. Gan extravagence go any 
further? The time has surely come when the whole question should he 
seriously considered and who can do it better than a representative 0om> 
mittee of this Council, as proposed by me. 

1 think, 1 owe it to this Council to show broadly and, in a few words, 
how economy and efficiency may be effected. Here also a comparison 
with the English police will be found useful. It may be news to many 
members, that in the early ninteenth century, the London police was 
in a sad state. As Captain Kelville Lee says. “ England was passing 
through an epoch of criminality darker than any other in her annals.*’ 
How was this state of affairs improved ? Not by repression by any means. 
As the same author says “ in the history of England, strong repressive 
measures have never led to a decrease in the number of criminals.” Is 
India different? 

It was the reform of the police that was badly needed, and Robert Peel, 
in 1832, passed his Act for improving the police; the main principles laid 
down for working out the reforms included—(t) that prevention of crime 
was the first duty of the police, and that absence of cnme would he looked 
upon as the best test of efficiency, and (tt), it was impressed upon the 
policre force that it was their duty tg keep jmrfect control of temper in all 
circumstances. Have these two duties been impressed upon the police in 
this country ? 

Then again we find from Captain Melville Lee’s history that it was no 
easy matter to recruit a force with the necessary qualifications of honesty, 
intelligence, and good physique. In the first 8 years, out of a total force 
of 30,000, there were 5,000 dismissals and 6,000 resignations, but the 
authorities perseverad and never faltered; succ^ess crowned their efforts 
at last. May 1 ask, Sir, if the authorities in this country have approached 
police reforms in this attitude? May I ask, Sir, how many officers and 
men have been dismissed or made to resign as a result of theii* censure by 
courts of law. May I.ask, Sir, whai has been done to the officers connect¬ 
ed with the Sindhuhala affair? The whole country is keenly waitmg to 
hear what is done to the sergeants of the Kalighat affair. 

To come now to some broa^details, as far as I have been able to study 
the matter, it seems to me that the Police Department may be reorganised 
on the following lines:— 

(1) A greater Indianisation in the higher grades of the Police Depart¬ 
ment.—The very first sentence of the preamble of the Government of 
India Act, which has brought the Reforms, speaks of increasing associa¬ 
tion of Indians in all irahohes of the administration. I believe tluTt ii 
pitiful 11 per cent, is the highest proportion sanctioned for^ Indians. 
Surely 50 per cent, is not too much to ask fiow. 


Sir Frederick Halliday) first took it up in 1838; Eyen in 1873, Sir George 
Campbell,-!Lieutenant*GoTernor of Bengal, was for amalgamation of Cal¬ 
cutta and Bengal Police. Both the Gov^ment of India and the Secre¬ 
tary of State then approved of the matter, but it was deferred. This 
proposal has gone through various phases, and there is no reason why it 
cannot be taken up again under an I.C.S. Inspector-General, specially 
when the Bengal Government and not the city of Calcutta, pays for its 
upkeep. It passes ordinary comprehension how a Police Sub-Inspector 
working in Bhowanipur gets Rs. 150-250, when his brother Sub-Inspector 
gets only Rs. 80-130, working a few hundred yards away in Alipur. 
The expenses at the top of the Calcutta Police are very great. Even as 
late as 1887, the Finance Committee of the Government of India noticed 
by a comparison with Madras and Bombay, that the Calcutta Police 
establishment was the most exj>en8ive of the three. 

(3) River Police.—^I do not know why the river poliee should be kept 
as a separate establishment. 

(4) Military Police.—^The Indian Police Commission of 1903, after 
careful inquiry, came to the conclusion that the military police in Bengal 
should he abolished. Has that recommendation been followed P If it 
had been, we should not have heard so much of these men to-day at Chand- 
pUT and other places. The authorities should remember the well-expres¬ 
sed maxim that the strength of the pplice ought to be not that there is a 
military force behind, but that there is the good will of the people b^iind 
it. 


The PRESIDENT: I hope you will not bring the Chandpur incident 
into this discussion. 

1 

Babtt INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (5) Then, there is the much 
vexed question of the Railway Police, and as to who should maintain its 
upkeep. There does not seem to be any reason why the Railway people 
should not pay the whole cost. 

(6) In Bengal, for the important work of investigation, there is only 
one class of officers, i^., Sub-Inspectors, whereas for inspection or super¬ 
vision, thera are see classes of officers, mz., Inspectors, Deputy Superin¬ 
tendents, Assistant Superintendents, Additional Superintendents, Super¬ 
intendents, and Deputy Inspectors-General of Police. There is some 
duplication of work in supervision, and it is not unlikely that supervision 
may be carried too far, and may sometimes and not in looking over fhe 
work but rather in overlqpking it. Why cannot the number of Deputy 
Inspectors-General be reduced P Why cannot the posts of Inspectors and 
Deputy Superintendents of Police be amalgamated or their total number 
reduced P Why cannot the number of the superior service men be 
reduced P • • 



always a terror of espioziage and liave viewed with critical eyes any sys¬ 
tem that employs spies. Is the mentality of the Indian people very 
different from that of the English people in this respect? 

Mr. CATHCART: May I rise to a point of order. This motion asks 
for a Committee, but it seems to me that the mover is trying to guide the 
deliberations of the Committee before permission has been given even 
*to form the Committee. 

The PRE8IDENTZ I think he is in order. .In urging the necessity 
of a Committed, he is entitled to show that there is room for reorganisa¬ 
tion and economy. 

Bebu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I need not go into any more 
details. I have only suggested some broad points that have appeared 
important to me; it is the Cbmmittee that will go fttfo details and suggest 
what practical steps may be taken. My suggestions may or may not be 
the best that could be made, and I want to make it clear to those who may 
differ from me in details, that the adoption of my resolution does not mean 
the adoption of these my suggestions. If the Council is pleased to adopt 
my resolution, which I sincerely trust it will, the Committee will be in 
the best position to go into details. 

As regards the formation of^tKe Committee, the Government has 
recognised the necessity of taking recourse to the single transferable vot¬ 
ing system for getting representative standing Committees, and I think, 
this is the best means of getting a Committee which will carry the con¬ 
fidence of the Council. The two official members will be able to help 
with their administrative experience. 

Before I sit down, let me once more give emphasis to these two 
points— 

(t) Unless some substantial economy is effected in the Police expen¬ 
diture, no important nation-building work can he taken up; nay, not only 
that, the Government is in danger of becoming bankrupt. The excessive 
police expenditure hangs like a heavy load around the neck of Bengal, 
and the burden must be lightened. 

(it) As for efficiency, unless urgent reforms are effected, the Police 
will not, and cannot get the*cordial co-operation of the public, without 
which no police can do successful work. Let there he no cry of false 
prestige; the true prestige of an administration lies in the efficiency of 
its Police. 

TIlV PRESIDENT. I call upon Kumar £hib Shekhareswar Bay to 
move his resolution. It is very much of the same kind, though not 
identical. • 

Kumar SHIR SHEKHARESWAR RAYl “ This GouncU cecommends 
to the Government tbht a Committee consisting of i^ine members, six of 



Council, in accordance with th« principle of i»«portionate representation 
by means of the single transferable vote, as laid down on page 204 of the 
Council Manual, be immediately appoint^ to inquire into and report on 
the administration of the Police in Bengal, in such manner as ^ Govern¬ 
ment may direct, with special reference to the following 

Whether any change iii the existing system of the Police administra¬ 
tion, effecting a reduction of expenses without impairing its efficiency," 
is possible. ** 

My resolution is analogous to one which has been just moved, and I 
am much obliged to the mover of the previous resolution for the very 
able speech which he has made and which has therefore considerably 
lightened my task so far as making out a strong case in favour of the 
appointment of a committee of inquiry is concerned. Sir, the Police 
alone swallows up a fourth of the total revenues of this province, 
nightly or wrongly, people feel that the expenditure is rather too much 
for the preservation of internal peace and order. They are alsC not satis- 
ffed with its present efficiency and think that there is scope for increasing 
the efficiency and at the same time reducing the expenses. We, the 
representatives of the people here, must perforce voice this feeling. We 
are in duty bound to inform the Government that it is on a perilous way 
we are travelling, where we must cry halt, and look round. The other 
day, in this very hall, we had effected a reduction on the police demand 
in ubedience to this popular feeling. But later on we were made to realise 
that the system of administration that we now have, is such that the 
whole fabric of police organisation would collapse, if the entire demand 
(»f the Hon^ble Sir Henry Wheeler were not satisfied. It was a regular 
contest between the popular feeling on one side and the exigency of the 
State, as represented by the bureaucracy, on the other, and in the end, 
the latter had its way. It was not ^ expected that it should be so. 
Where.'is the State officials were masters of details, we, the represen¬ 
tatives of the people, were groping in the dark. We could only be ex¬ 
ponents of general principles. In view of our financial position and 
(trying needs of the nation-building departments, retrenchment and pre¬ 
vention of waste, wherever possible, were felt by us to be an absolute 
necessity. The Beforms, the most generous gift of a great nation to a 
backward nation, are on their trials. We had sought for them, we have 
got* them and we mean to make them a success. And, therefore, o\ir 
greatest concern now is that a discontented and overtaxed people might 
not think that the Reforms^are a failure. It was for this reason that we 
fought for a reduction of poHce expenses and we hoped that we would 
be able to make the authorities realise the situation and agree to a reason¬ 
able reduction. But they contended that no reduction was possible 
under the present system of administration. They convinced the maje^ 


its Tevenues, it proves one or tHe other of the two facts, viz., either the 
administration of the Police Department is fanlty or there is an internal 
disorder in the country of a serious and chronic nature. But, Sir, the 
police reports do not jtistify the Jatter. It is the system of administration 
which is defective. Then, Sir, there can be no doubt about the fact that 
there is still a stronfip feeling- in the country against the heavy police 
ex^nses. I assert, Sir, even Sir Henry Wheeler realises this, otherwise 
he would not have asked the district authorities to confer with loc^l 
Council members and try to find out what economies are possible. But 
this method has got several drawbacks. Not all the members are pro¬ 
perly equipped for such a complex inquiry nor can every one of them 
devote sufficient time and labour to this matter. So 1 suggest that a 
Ciimmiitee be formed composed of members who are ardent in the matter, 
and abler and willing to sacrifice time and energy. And as they will pr(^ 
ceed with their inquiry, they will gather gieater experience and confi¬ 
dence and a comparative estimate-of different districts and different con¬ 
ditions would enable them to generalise and come to definite conclusions. 
Sir, my resolution differs with the previous one inasmuch as I have fully 
made over the scope of the inquiry to the Government. The number of 
members in the committee suggested by me is also larger so that it may 
be properly representative of official views as well as the views of the 
different schools of thought in this 'Council. Sir, I hope the House 
would agree with me when I say that the Government fully deserves all 
our help in this very difficult matter. We, in our turn, expect the help 
oi the Government and a hearty co-operation of the heads of the depart¬ 
ment. The onslaught which Sir Henry Wheeler has to hear is due solely 
to his onerous charge. We all know that this increased expenditure does 
not benefit him in any way. But his is the uujdeasunt task of trying to 
defend and to defend a system of administration and the cost of maintain¬ 
ing it, which to a large section of the public, rightly or wrongly appears 
to be defective and objectionable.. So I move this resolution with a view 
to lighten his burden and make a representative committee of this House 
share in the blame or praise for the administration of the Police Depart¬ 
ment. 

One word more and I finish. It might be said that all this increased 
expenditure is due to giving effect to the recommendations made by the 
Fraser Commission, after a careful and prolonged inquiry. To this. Sir, 
my reply would he that in many cases the Government has not followed 
the recommendations. In some cases it has acted contrary to the recom¬ 
mendations. To give one instance, the Commission recommended the 
abolition of military police but on the contrary4he Government of Bengal 
has given it a better status and converted it ihto the East Bengal Frontier 
Rifles at an enormous cost.* We had a taste of its usefulness the ether 
day at Chandpufi Moreover the recommendations were made at a time 


HtrengtKen the hands of the bureaucratic form of Gh>Tenuneikt and the 
police wOTe thought to be the best link between the people and the 
Government. But all this is now changed. Now we are moving fast 
towards the Government of the peoplOf by the people and fOT the people. 
The whole outlook is changed and we must have a changed system of 
police administration to suit the changed conditions. 

Rai HARENDRANAtH CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to support the resolu¬ 
tion that has been so ably moved by my hon*ble friend Babu Indu 
Bhnshan Dutta. That police expenditure and efficiency in this pro¬ 
vince are subjects of perennial public criticism admits of no doubt. 
Some of the criticisms may not be well founded in the opinion of the 
Government, but it cannot be said that all of them are prejudiced and 
none of them is backed by reason. 

It has been a fashion nowadays. Sir, whenever police questions are 
raised to set up the Bombay ideal and example and work out the pro¬ 
portion of'the strength of the police force to the number of population 
in these provinces. Why the number of police in Bombay has come 
to he so high and what is the history behind it nobody takes pa^» to 
enquire. Only to silence criticism the present figures are quoted and 
it is thought that the very last word is said on the subject. 

However to use an argument much on the same lines I cannot 
I'esist the temptation of quoting thc< following figures. 

In the absence of later statistics *‘1 am obliged to quote figures for 
1918. 
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^ Now it will be seen at a glance that police administration in Bengal is 
proportionately by far the more top-heavy than in Bombay. While 
Bombay manages more n^en in the police force by much less"^ superior 
and subordinate offi^rs, in' Bengal not constables but officers are be¬ 
ing increased as fast as it is possible to do «o. 

Wkat is the net result of this disproportionate increase of officers 














will find that while the total co^t of police in 1918 was Bs. 1,00,04,570 
in Bombay, in. Bengal it was Bs. 1,27,22,620; yet at so much smaller 
cost Bombay had 1 police to every 635 men, while the proportion of 
police to population in Bengal ^was 1 to 1,044. 

Secondly, this costlier and much more expensive arrangement has 
not secured greater efficiency. This is apparent from th«; following 
%ure8:— 
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And who knows if such detectibn and such efficiency are not leaking 
for H rapid inci'easc of crimes in our hapless province. It may well 
be remarked at least that the recoveiy of stolen propeHy in this pro¬ 
vince is in inverse ratio to the numlier of ) nsp(n7tors-Qener:il and 
Deputy Inspectors-Oeneral. 

And if this is the brilliant record of the Bengal police with regtiid 
to theft cases, its achievement in the detection of cognisable crimes and 
securing conviction thereof is ^ually marvellous. Thus in 1918 (the 
latest year for which statistics are available, while of 103,515 cognis¬ 
able crimes reported in Bombay 69,625 cases met with conviction and 
only 16,342 cases went undetected; in Bengal of 182,553 reported cases 
in 97,669 cases only conviction was secured and as high as 44,039 
number of cases went undetected. If such a state of things does not 
call for a committee of sedrohing inquiry, when about two crores of 
rupees t.e., a quarter of the receipts of the Government of Bengal are 
being ofEered at the feet of the police we do not know. Sir, what state 
of things will justify such a step. 

R«i MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Vahadur; The resolution of 
Babu Indu Bbushan Dutta urges that a committM be appointed to inquire 
into and report as to what practical steps may be taken in o^er to 














There are two questions before the Oouncil for decision. Fii^tly> 
is there any necessity for the reorganisation of the Police Department P 
Secondly, if a reorganisation is nece.s8ary, what effective steps should 
be taken in this connexion P liegarding the fii’st proposition about 
which I need not say much, can there be any doubt that the claim for 
reorganisation by the people of Bengal is reasonable? We must first 
of all take into consideration the jwpular feeling of the people of this 
country, and that feeling is one of the factors which place me in a posi¬ 
tion to say to the Council that a reorganisation is necessary. Now if 
you look into the facts, it will be a matter for consideration that the 
expenditure which Bengal has to incur is a vciy hea^ one and, if tiiat 
1)e so, can it not he argued on behalf of the people of Bengal that 
attempts should be made by Government to reduce the expenditure ? 
Now^ my friends wlio have moved the two resolutions have already 
brought to the notico of the Council Dint so far as the superior officers 
are concerned reduction would be possible and that as far as the iium- 
ber of constables in Bengal is mneemed, it is a smaller one. My exper¬ 
ience also warrants me to say that the pro]>ortion of constables in 
Bengal is a lower figure. There ought to be a wholesale reorganisa¬ 
tion. First of all, it would be necessary to s€)e whether there ought to 
be a change or not and, if it he agreed that there should he a change, 
then I submit that effective steps should lie taken to give effect to it. 
I am fully aware of the fact that Government has alre.^dy noticed this 
matter and that infomiution was se^ to the Distiict Officers in this 
connection, but so far as the lattei is concerned, it is not so veiy satis¬ 
factory. If a committee of non-official membeis of the Council be for¬ 
med, it will be time for gathering facts. If the committee had figures 
of the number of crimes in each thana for tlie last five or ten years, then 
it will bo a matter for consideration whether two or eight sub-inspectors 
are to be kept in each thana or whether the number of constables kept 
there in charge of the police work can be reduced or not.* It will also 
l)c for the committee to c<onsider the npmber of members of the com¬ 
mittee in each thana. With facts and figures before them, the com¬ 
mittee only can come to a safe conclusion whether the number of police 
officers engaged in a particular area should be kept on or reduced. 
Such matters would’ require careful consideration and the work of the 
(iommiltee may he heli>ed by the superior police officers who have better 
and more intimate knowledge of these matteVs than non-official members 
who do hot understand police affairs. I thoroughly understand the 
situation of the country and also the feeling of the country which is the 
everyday talk here, there and everywhere and I do, therefore, feel it 
my duty to put before the Council that it is necessary that there should 
be an inquiry as to the reorganisation of the Police Department. There 
ought to be a harmonious feeling between the people and the TKilice. 
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with them. If they do, I am suie all tlie \mpopularity of the polity will 
vanish and then you will find that tlie i>e()ple. themselveH will serve police 
officers. In a nei^hhouring locality, I have the duty and pleasure in 
form a defensive police for(^e and T want to hrin$f to the notice of the 
Council that the people's force-^call tliat iwlice force or jieople’s force— 
is working harmoniously with the police officers in the locality. 1 have 
been informed that Government have recognised the services of the 
people's force and if the people’s defensive force in that locality can work 
harmoniously with the police, 1 fail to see why other defensive forces 
in other parts of the c^ountry shmild not work harmoniously with the 
police. My submission to the Council is that I fe<d, aud I strongly 
feel, that there ought to l>e good feeling between the police and the 
people. Unless it is worked out hy any means, all the expenditure w'hich 
may be one crore or two crores will be of no avail to tdieck crimes. 
Therefore I take this opportunity of explaining in all humility my views 
in this connection, and I reVx>ectfully ask the Council to foim a com¬ 
mittee for'the purpose of first of all seeing whether there ought to l)e a 
change or not and, if there should he a change, there would be no diffi¬ 
culty on the part of officials to reduce the high cxi>eudituTe. We are 
fully aware that when we came to the Heformed Council for the first time 
we had two words in our brains that is “ economy ” and “ efficiency.” 
When we entered the Chaml)er, we saw the words ” economy ” written 
on the walls of the Council. In that view of the matter, 1 do fully sup¬ 
port the resolution moved by Babi| Tndu Hhushaii Dutia. 

Bflbu NALINI NATH ROYs I support this resolution as I wish that 
more money must be made available for the development of the country. 
If i>eople are enabled to earn moic and to produce more tliey may be 
^expected to live an honourable life. It was one that is responsible in 
many cases for the increase of crimes in the country. It is want of edu¬ 
cation and sense of responsibility towards fellow-brothers that also con¬ 
tribute to the larger numb,er of oftences in the country. When we com¬ 
pare Bengal with an area of 78,699 square miles and with a population 
of 46,483,077 with the United Provinces with an area of 107,267 square 
miles and a population of 47,182,044, the numl)er of distiicts 28 and 48, 
total police force 27,460 and 36,668, we find that the population and 
number of districts is larger in the United Provinces than in this pro¬ 
vince, but the cost of police ip Bengal exceeds the cost of the United 
Provinces. 

The PRESIDENT: I don't think tliese details are strictly relevant. 
We are only considering the question of the apiKiintment of a committee 
to investigate if economy can be effected in.the Police Department con¬ 
sistent with efficiency. 
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of ^penditure in the province. If we appoint a committee to investi¬ 
gate the possibilities of reduction of expenditure there cannot be any 
complaint that we are not looking to the maintenance of order and tran¬ 
quillity within the province. In my own districts it is want of healthi¬ 
ness that is at the root of inefficiency of the police because the ix>lice 
force generally suffer from attacks of malaria. Unless we drive out 
malaria, increase of staff may be resorted to, to give relief; but that will 
not reduce the possibility of the increased staff being rendered inefficient 
through malaria attacks. Hence the driving out of malaria in our dis¬ 
tricts is essentially necessary to make the police more efficient and vigor¬ 
ous. In other districts other reasons are at work but all those are 
traceable, to the want of development in the country that is needed, 
and we must anyhow find money to effect the purpose and it is the 
development of the country that will surely lessen the number of crimes. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHUrI: Atthis fag-endjaf the day, 
I do not propose to detain the House with any lengthy speech. AU I 
can say is that I whole-heartedly support the proposal of the immediate 
appointment of a committee as proimsed in these two resolutions. It is 
an admitted fact that the police expenditure ir gradually increasing and 
the country is groaning under the burden of that. It might be argued 
that the reason for this is that the crime has considerably increasetl. 
But I think there might be some pther reason at the root. It is a 
matter for inquiry whether corniptihn on the part of the investigating 
officers is responsible for the inefficient administration of the police. 1 
can speak of my own district where for every crime, for every report of 
crime, the complainant is to pay a rupee for recording the information; in 
some cases the informants are even to pay two rupe^. No doubt it is^ 
a delect in the investigation dejpartmMtt. That is the state of things in 
my own district. I do not know why the prevention of crimes is not 
properly- attended to. Village chaukidars have to go to the police- 
station every now and then; for ©very report they have to accompany the 
complainant. In fact, the village chaukidars do not attend to their 
watch duty at night. They work for the sub-inspectors and procure 
things at cheap rates for the high officials. Somehow or other they are • 
not available for the night duty, and the result is that thieves are not 
detected at all. If the services of the olmukidarB are not made avail¬ 
able in the detection of bad characters, the whole money spent for them 
goes for nothing. Prevention and detection of crimes are the most 
important factors. 

the PRESIDENT: 1 do not think these matters are strictly relevant 
to the motion. 

tfabu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: AU I can say is that an 


could he easily abolished, if not more. The Police Department is, I 
think, a top-heavy department and some economy can be effected at the 
top. If hereafter there be a separation of judicial and executive func¬ 
tions of the district magistratei he can devote much time to the admin¬ 
istration of the Police Department. So I think a proper investigation 
is necessary to see how the prevention and detection of crimes could be 
efficiently effected. In &ct there is much room for improvement here. 
So I think the {uoposal is a very good one and should be accepted by the 
Council and a committee appointed to report on the circumstances. 

With these feW words, 1 heartily support the resolutions. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I move that the question he now put. 

The PRESIDENT: I think I must give the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler an opportunity to sp^ak before I put the question. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: These two resolutions are 
similar in object and somewhat similar in form, as although the numeri¬ 
cal strength of the committee proposed by Babu Indu Bhusban Dutta 
is slightly smaller, and the proportion between elected and non-elected 
members slightly different, yet the object of both the resolutions is, as 
1 understand, to ask for an inquiry with a view to ascertaining whether 
economies can he effected in the administration of the police without 
sacrificing its efficiency. There ^re words in both resolutions which 
might be interpreted in a wider senVe, extending possibly, in the extreme, 
to a general indictment of the police force, and in that sense the resolu¬ 
tions, of course, would he entirely unacceptable to Government; but I 
take it that the meaning which 1 have just mentioned is really what is 
in view, and it is on that, basis that the matter is discussed. 

Now, so far as the request is one for an inquiry whether greater 
efficiency can be obtained at less cost, I may say at once that Govern¬ 
ment are not opposed to such an inquiry. Anybody who has sat in this 
Council for a month, much less anybody who, as 1 have, has sat in it 
for some years, knows that the question of the police is one of consider¬ 
able interest to all members, and.it is evident that it is a question on 
which misunderstanding and misapprehension prevail to an extra¬ 
ordinary degree. If by an inquiry anything can be done to clear up 
this misunderstanding, anything can be done to impart to a portion of 
the members an exacter knowledge of what the details of police 
administration are, and if anything can be done to put a stop to this 
incessant wrangling over the subject of police expenditure in Ifengol, 
then certainly all that would be fpr good. While, obviously, if we aie 
in a position to effect economies without ra^rificing efficiency, we shall 
he only too ready to do so. 

But I am hoiind to confess that^ while recognising that thai^uest 


accede, one cannot altogether shake off a ceiiain amount o{ apprehen* 
siou as to what the methods and results of this inquiry may be : all 
doi^ends upon the spirit in which the inquiry is approached, and I should 
have been glad to have heard this afternoon some more definite informa* 
tion as to the exact lines which it is proposed to explore with a view to 
bringing about changes in the .existing organisation. Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta gave us a few details, but apart from them the argu* 
merits fall into the two old categories-^the police is inefficient and the 
IHiUce is expensive. But in reiterating this charge of inefficiency we 
still have no recognition of the circumstances in which the police have 
to work and the difficulties they have to surmount. We have totals of 
crime produced before us without any analysis of the reasons to which 
the fluctuations are due. All is ascribed to this one great ffiult ** in* 
efficiency.*’ 

Now, Government have never denied that the police is not as efficient 
as it ought to be. In fact this view permeates the whole of the pro* 
vJiicial police literature. But Government are also painfully conscious 
that wlieu, on occasions, they do make proposals to remedy this state of 
affairs, say, to introduce a better type of officer or to strengthen the 
auiiervisiou which is exercised over them, they too frequently find not 
oo*o])ei'ation but opposition in this (Wiicil. It is difficult to appreciate 
how, assuming that inefficiency is largely due to the unsatisfactoiy 
character of tlie subordinate materialy'.iud to the inadequate supervision 
by higher officers over it, this can hfe cured by curtailing the superior 
staff so that supervision will l>e weaker, extending jurisdiction, thus 
making charges more heavy and responsibility greater, and generally 
in the name of emnomy cutting down expenditure upon which the effi¬ 
cient administratiou of the deiwriiuent rests. 

As regai-ds the cost, nothing has been said this afternoon in recogni¬ 
tion of the I'easons for the rise in police expenditure in Bengal, which, 
moreover, is common to other provinces in India: I mean the rise in the 
cost of labour, the increase in the com]irexity of administration, and the 
development of the country, particularly in the industrial sphere. To 
these three main reasons, which I have often previously emphasised, 
not one speaker unfortunately has made any reference this afternoon. 
We are told again and .again that the police is expensive. Certainly it is 
expensive. But may 1 give the Council a few figures P I take the 
actuals of 1916-17 as compai'ed with those of 1920-21. Taking these 
two i>ei'iods, it is true that the cost of the police in Bengal has gone up 
roughly from Its. 96,00,000 to Rs. 1,31,50,000; but in the United Pro- 
liinces the cost has gone up from Bs. 93,75,000 to Es. 1,34,50,000; in 
Madras it has gone up froifi Rs. 89,75,000 to Rs. 1,42,00,000; in Bc»n- 
bay it Has gone up from Rs. 82,00,000 to Rs. 1,33,50,000. Therefore, 
it is not in Bengal alone that police expenditure has gone up. The 


Apart from thase two defects which we are asked to cure, it might he 
interred from some of the speeches which we have heard that police 
administration in. Bengal has sprung up haphazardly without any plan, 
supervision or attempt at improvement. Is that the caseP 1 am not 
going to inflict upon the Council a history of police administration in 
Bengal. But as must Be well known to many members, the local system 
of police in the early days of the Company was under the control of the 
zamindars, and for practitsal purposes there was no police judged by any 
modem standard Bf efficiency. The Company slowly and gradually 
attempted to improve it; and it is to he remcm1)ered that it is only in 
comparatively recent years that the improvement of the policy system 
was effected in England: outside the metropolis it may he said to date 
from the year 1839. In thelf attempts to improve the police, the C-onr- 
pany did away with the zatoindary police system and established the 
thanadary system in 1792, relieving the village watch from their sub¬ 
ordination to the zamindars. That was the foundation of the modem 
police system in Bengal, and the arrangements made in those early 
years were vitiated by defects which have been C/onstaut ever since. 
Men were under-paid, there was no pro^wr eui>ervi8ion over them, and 
they were entmsted with charges with Which their staff was unable to 
cope. Was the daroga on Bs. 25 ever likely to be an angel, and was 
he with an establishment of a writer, one or two jainadars and a score 
or two of barkandazes, supplementing the village watch, ever likely 
to 1)e able to manage properly a charge of 20 miles s(iuare ? And be it 
remembered that in those days there were no Sui)erintendent8 of Tolice. 
These are the (K)mmon police defects in Bengal tu-day, and ever 8in(;e 
those early days we have had inquiries after inquiries, (‘.ommittces after 
committees,r seeking means of remedying these defleienuies. If that is 
fhe history in outline of police administration in Bengal, a committon 
of non-experts is taking on a spnuiwliat large task if they think that 
fundamental defects in police organisution can easily be discovered wbicli 
were hitherto unknown. I am not aware of the lines upon which the 
committee proposes to work, and it must be left to it to lay them down. I 
have been endeavouring witliin the last few months to compile detailed 
information as to the state of affairs in individual districts, and 1 hojied 
to have been able to lay if Before the Council to-niglit, together with 
the views on each district of the local officials and members of the 
Council. But the inquiry has taken a longer time than was expected, a.s 
members of Council in some coses found it difficult to attend, and in others 
asked for elaborate statistics which it woul j have taken months to 
compile. However, although some six Or seven replies are still want¬ 
ing, it is interesting to note that, H[)eaking generally, those which have 
come in do not point to the probability of any marked reductions being 
possible. An attempt has been made to^ £out fhese inquiries on the 


have bee^i forgotten tbat an inquiry of this kind has tkia great advantage 
tkat members are being consnlted about matters concerning which 
they have persocal knowledge, and not on issues affecting other jiarts of 
the IVeNidency al>out which they know little. 

Another point to which I may refer with a note of warning is the 
effect of such an investigation on the discipline of the force. At present 
there is considerable discontent prevailing throughout most ranks of 
the police, and if an inquiry of this kind is not conducted with singular 
discretion, the discipline of the force may he seriously impaired. 

Another danger is this. The committee will find that there ore few 
districts in which the existing ranks are satisfied with their pay and in 
which the local officers are not able to bring forward many scbemes 
involving an increase of expenditure. The opportunity is very likely 
to be taken to represent alleged grievances as to pay, and discontent may 
increase if requests are refused. 

Apart from that the inquiry itself will clearly be an expensive one, 
as if it involves tonring on the part of the members, touring is expen> 
sive, while if witnesses are brought ‘to Calcutta there is equally the cost 
of that. There is too the incidental expenditure resulting from inter¬ 
ference with work and the transfer of the time of officers from their 
ordinary duties to this special purp<^. 

For all such expenditure the Council will he asked to grant a vote, 
and T trust it will be clearly understood that the acceptance of this resolu¬ 
tion will entail the acceptance of a subsequent proposal for ezpenditnre. 
While then Government do not oppose the proposal for an inquiry, I have 
thought it desirable to point out one or two pitfalls which possibly sur¬ 
round it. Of these risks Government cannot but be conscious, but they 
acquiesce in the recommendation in the confident expectation that the 
inquiry will be undertaken with a sincere and earnest desire to secure 
efficiency in the first instance. If economy can he combined with effi¬ 
ciency BO much the better, and we shall all rejoice. But we trust that 
proposals will not be laid before us which, in the sacred name of 
economy, will entail the scrapping of safeguards and systraiB which we, 
who have had more to do with the working of the department, consider 
essential for its proper working. 

Mr. R« M« WAT80N-8MYTH moved that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT: I ^11 take Ko. 19 as an amendment to No. 18 
and pnt the amendment first; If that is carried, the original motion can¬ 
not 1)6 put. 

BabU MDU BHU8HAN QUTTAS 1 do not wish to make any dis- 


No. 19 was then put and agreed to. The other motion was deemed X 0 have 
been wiUidrawn. 

Bsbu JOGENDRA NATH ROY being absent, tbe following motion 
w'hich stood in liis name war. 'deemed to have been withdrawn:— 

This Council recommends to the Goyernment that steps be taken 
to reintroduce the ferry steamer service between Narayanganj and 
Hunshiganj (Dacca).” 

The following motion stood in the ntune of Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt: 
^This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
produce a Bengali translation of the Bengal Village Self-Gtovemment 
Act, with necessary notes and explanations, bnd that the same be made 
accessible to the pubHc of-Bengal through the medium of post offices 
thanas and dispensaries.” • 

The PRESIDENT: The Member of Government in charge of the 
resolution is absent. Perhaps you will agree to its postponement. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Yes, certainly. 

The PRESIDENT: The resolution is placed at the bottom of tbe 

Aigenda Paper. , 

Adjol^ment. 

The Council was tiien adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Prooaedings of tho Bengal Legislative Counell assembM under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aet 

The Council met in the Town Hall, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the ProHident, the Hon^ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hoii’ble the three Ministers, and 93 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 
(to which oral replies were given). 

Conversation between Mr. K. C. De and Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutta regarding Assam tea garden coolies. 

*XXXVII. Dr. JATINDRA MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the iNditieul Department aware of the purport 
of a conversation between the Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong 
and Babu Akhil Chandra Dutta relating to the recent happening at Chand- ^ 
pur, published in several papers and that the action of the said Commis* 
sioner has been severely criticised by both Indian and European jour¬ 
nalists and public men? 

(h) If HO, bas the Ilon’ble the Member ascertained from tbe Divisional 
Commissioner himself whether the pur^rt of the conversation as pub¬ 
lished is substantially correct, or whether there is any prevarication of 
truth in important pailiculara in the above statement? 

(c) If so, will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state those parti¬ 
culars and the truth so far as the Government have been able to ascertain 
them ? ♦ * 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HerPhle 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (») Yes. The conversation referred to was 
not on interview, and the Commissioner and the District OflBcer were not 
cross-examined in the manner shown in the published statement. There 
were general cimyersation on the occasion of three separate visits paid 
by Ba]t»u Akbil Chandra Dutta to the Commissioner, at which others were 
also present, the main subject discussed being how best to arrange for the 
welfare of the coolies. ‘ 


la 8om« 0MC8 the answers giTen were not answers to the questions to 
which they wm appended, in others the questicas are distorted and are 
not the actual questions to whic]^ the answers were given, while in others 
both the question and answer are incorrect. The most important items 
in the ccmversation are those in which the Collector is stated to have said 
that the removal of the coolies from the railway station was carried out 
in order to produce an impression, and the Commissioner to have observed 
that he proposed to fight the non«co-operation movement with the aid of 
the Ghirkhas and that he wanted to produce a moral impression with 
the Gurkhas. The statement imputed to the Collector is incorrect. Hr. 
Wares said that there was an impression among the coolies that the law 
could he broken with impunity, and that he could not allow this to con¬ 
tinue. The statement had no" particular reference to the eviction of the 
coolies. Mr. De made no statement to the effect that he proposed to fight 
the non-co-operation movement with Gurkhas, and as regards the moral 
impression, what he conveyed by his remarks was that he had then 
sufficient force to check any violence among the non-co-operators, and that 
the presence of the military police would prove this to the people and 
create a moral impression. He never threatened ** to stop the hartal at 
any cost*’ or ^*to take other drastic repressive nxeasures.” He never 
threatened **to send the Gurkhas to t^e town.” 

Hr. He has detailed other inac^racies in the account of the conver¬ 
sation, and has made the general criticism that Bahu Akhil Chandra 
Hutta has only put down such parts of the conversation as suited his pur¬ 
pose. The upshot of the Commissioner’s report is that tho conversation 
us reproduced in the press could only convey, in various important res¬ 
pects, a misleading impression of what was said. 

PriM and supply of quinine. 

•XXXVIII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Hepartment of Bevenue (Land 
Revenue) aware that the charitable dispensaries are being required to 
arrange for a big stock of quinine, especially in the malarious districts? 

(6) Is it a fact that the rdte of prices of quinine supplied from the 
Government plantations is three times the pre-war rate, and that even 
the rates published in the Calcutta Gazette are not f<dlowed in some 
instances ? 

(o) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the sale-price to mufassal charitable dispensaries if free supply is an 
impossibility ? « 

MEMBEIt in oliaf«o of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (tl» Hon>Mo tho Mahar^adhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 



(6) The price of quinine supplied to hospitals and dispensaries in 1914 
was Its. 13 per lb. It is now Bs. 48 per lb. The rates published in the 
Gasette are followed. k 

(c) The member is referred to the reply ifiven to starred question 
No. II at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council held on the Ist 
April, 1921. 

UnsUrrdd Questlona 

r 

(Answers to which were laid on the toblo). 

Buiok cars for taxi-businoss. 

145. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to 
the application of Messrs. M. T., Ltd., of No. 1, British Indian Street, 
Calcutta, for the registration of their Buick cars for taxi-business? 

(&) If so, will he pleased to state the special reasons as to why the 
said application has been rejected ? 

(c) Is the Hon'hle the Member aware of the fact that these cars used 
to be registered by the police for taxi-business about two years ago, and 
also that a large number of these cars has been imported by the said 
company for taxi-business P ^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blo 
Sir Henry Wheeler)! (a) and (&) The Buick cars presented for registra¬ 
tion as taxi-cabs did not comply with the rules under the Motor Vehicles 
Act and registration was refused for that reason. 

(c) During the war when the import of suitable motor-cars was res¬ 
tricted, the rules were relaxed temporarily, in respect of the specifications 
prescribed for taxi-cabs. It is no longer necessary to allow such con¬ 
cessions, but in order to avoid hardship to dealers, the Commissioner of 
Police is accepting for registration for a certain period, a certain pro¬ 
portion of Buick and other types of motor-cars, which do not comply 
strictly with the rules. 


RMomilfMHiations of Ministerial Oflioars' Salary Oammittoa, 

146« Bdiu BHI8HMADEV DASs Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the DeiMtrtment of Finance be pleased to state what are the 
recommendations of the C<finmittee appointed to advise as to the revision 
of pay of ministerial officers and menials ? 

MEMBER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tiM Han’bla 
Mr. Kerr)L The Member is referred to the Report of the Salaries Commit- 



Taking of thitmlhlmprtsBion In ragtetration offloas. 

147. Baba BHI8HMADEV DA8s (a) Is the Hon’Me the Minister 
in charge of the Department'of Education aware that in registration 
offices it is the rule to take the thumVimpi^ssion of literate and respect¬ 
able Indian executants on the back of the documents and in the register 
of thumb-impressions, and that as a matter of practice such impressions 
are not taken in the cases of European executants? 

(h) Are the Gowniment considering the desirability of exempting 
literate Indians, or certain classes of literate Indians, from affixing their 
thumb-impressions ? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'blo Mr. P. C. Mitter): -(a) Under rule 62 of the Registration rules, 
literate executants are required to affix their thumb-impressions on tbeir 
documents, as also in the book of thumb-impressions, if they are not 
personally known to tbe registering officer. Clause of the rule, how- 
erer, proTides that the registering officer ** may, in his discretion, dis¬ 
pense with the taking of impressions in the case of European ladies and 
gentlemen and other persons of position regarding whose identification 
there can he no doubt or room for suspicion.’’ 

(h) The system of identification by means of tbumb-impressions is 
the best possible, as it reduces to a ^nimum the chances of false persona¬ 
tion, and Govemment do not propose to exempt literate executants as a 
ohiss from the operation of the rule. The wording of the rule is howeTer 
defectiye, and it will be amended by the omission of the words ** European 
ladies and gentlemen and other. . . 

Practice of tying under-trial prisoners with ropes and leading them 

through public places. 

• 

148. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tbe Police Department aware that under^trial 
prisoners, and even persons against whom a police inquiry is pending, 
are led opeidy through the public streets and places, by the police after 
tying them up with iq^g ropes? 

(6) Is the Kon’hle the Member aware of a feeling that exists that 
such treatment is tinnecessarily humiliating and that it creates pre¬ 
judice against them in the estimation of the public and thereby hampers 
them in their defence in the cases brought against them ? 

(c) When was this system introduced and by whom ? 

(d) What is the average number of convictions for offences for escap¬ 
ing from police custody during each of the five years before and .after 
the introduction of this system ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the carrying but of this 
sysiem is not always insisted upon, but that in many instances it is left 



Tlw Han'blt Sir HENRY WHEELEfl! (a), (6) und (/>) Persons 
arrested by tbe police may be secured by ropes in certain circumstances. 
The instructions for the Bengal Polica are contained in rules 169 and 160 
of the Police Regulations, Bengal, Volume 5, which are as follows:— 

“ 159 (a). Handcuffs shall be kept in good order. If broken, they 
shall be mended or replaced without delay. 

(6) Great caution shall be exercised at all times in the remoyal of 
handcuffs or other fastenings from prisoners en route, whether by land 
or water. 

(c) In non>bailable cases prisoners shall be handcuffed in couples, the 
right wrist of one to the left wrist of the other. In baOable cases prisoners 
sha^ll not be handcuffed, unless violent, and then only by order of the 
officer in charge of the station. 

If it is necessary to handruiff a prisoner in a bailable case, the reason 
for doing so shall be entered in the general and case diary and in Ihe certi¬ 
ficate in P. R. B. Porm No. 242. 

(d) In all cases in which the use of handcuffs is necessary, but no 
proper handcuffs are available, the prisoners may be secured by ropes or 
pieces of clothing. They shall not be subjected to more restraint than is 
absolutely necessary to prevent their escape. Ropes, when used, shall 
be so tied as not to interfere unduly v ith proper circulation, and shall be 
replaced by handcuffs as soon as possible. 

160. (a) The use of handcuffs is often an unnecessary indignity. 

They shall be used only when violence is anticipated and they are clearly 
required to prevent the escape of the prisoner. 

(6) Witnesses arrested under section 171, Criminal Procedure Code, 
shall not be treated as criminals and handcuffed, but simply as persons 
arrested under civil process. 

(c) Kxceptions to rule 159 shall be made in favour of prisoners who 
by age, sex or infirmity, are easily and securely kept in custody without 
handcuffs.” 

The rules for the guidance of the Calcutta Police are as follows 

''Prisoners arrested by the police for transmission to a Magistrate or to 
the scene of an inquiry should not be subjected to more restraint than is 
necessary to prevent their escape. 

In bailable cases prisoners should not be handcuffed unless ^violent, 
and then only by order of t}ie officer in charge of the police-station. 

In the case of two prisoners whom it is necessary to handcull, they 
will be handcuffed in couples, the right wrist of one to the left wrist of the 
other. 


In all cases in whidi the iise of handcuffs is allowed and when no pro¬ 
per handcuffs are arailahle, the prisoners may be secured by ropes until 
handcuffs can be procured. , 

Should there be a head constable in charge of a party of prisoners, he 
must walk behind the prisoners^and their escort and not in front of them.’* 

It will thus be seen that the use of ropes is allowed only as a substitute 
for handcuffs and in circumstances in which the use of handcuffs would be 
permissible, such restraint being enforced only when it is necessary for the 
security of the prisoners. Under-trial prisoners in jail are conveyed 
between the jail and the courts in Calcutta and Dacca in prison vans. The 
Commissioner of Police has applied for another motor prison van for the 
conveyance of arrested persons from the section and sub-section houses 
to the central lock-up at Lal3azar and the matter is under consideration. 
A van was asked for at Howrah some time ago, but it has not yet been 
found possible to supply it. The alternative to the escorting of prisoners 
in public is the use of closed prison vans. These could be used only in 
urban areas; tbeir employment in the mufassal is not practicable. 

Further inquiry will be made whether the existing orders require to be 
supplemented in any way. 

and (d) The information is not on record. 


Praotica of tying offenders with rope on the woist 

149. Bobu BHI8HMADEV DA8: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware that alleged offienders after 
arrest are tied by the police with a rope on their waist and taken through 
public places f 

(b) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether such u 
practice exists in any other civiliked country ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
such practivef 

The Hon'blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) Attention is 
invited to the answer to unstqrred question No. 148. 


Salarios Gonimittoo*s Report 

150. Mouivi ABDUL KARIMS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleas^ to state when the report 
of the. Ministerial Officers' Salaries Committee, which was to be sub¬ 
mitted by the 3l!st March, 1921, was actually received by the Govern-, 
ment, and when the Government’s resolu|ion on it will be published P 



(c) Are tlie Goyemmeni considering the advisability of publishing 
their scheme for ascertaining the views of the public as well as of the 
ministerial officers before issuing final orders on the subject ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member now In a position to state the approxi¬ 
mate rate of increase which the Government propose to introduce in the 
substantive pay now drawn by the ministerial staff f 

(e) When do the Government propose to give effect to the new scale 
of salaries to the ministerial officers P 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR! (a) The report of the'Salaries Committee 
was received by Government on the 29th April, 1921. The note of dissent 
was received on the 10th June, 1921. Government propose to deal first 
with the recommendations as regards the pay of menials and hope to lay 
before the Council their proposals as regards these during the current 
session. 

(h) and (c) The rejmrt of the Committee, with the note of dissent, 
has already been laid on the table during the present session. 

(d) and (e) Government hope to lay before the Council their pro¬ 
posals as regards the pay of ministerial officers in the September session. 

Passangm’ fares and waiting rooms of steamer companies. 

151. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM^^ Will the Eon’ble tbe Member in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the decision of the India General Navigation and Biver Steam 
Navigation and Bailway Company, Limited, on the resolution 
passed in the last session asking them to reduce the passengers’ 
fares to the rate of fares of the Government-owned railways ; 

(it) if the Company has any proposal for furnishing waiting-rooms 
in any of its stations; 

^m) if so, in which station, and when are they to be erected? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bto 
Mr. Kerr): (t), (it) and (Hi) When the resolution in question was passed 
a promise was given on behalf of Government that'a copy of the discus¬ 
sion in Council would be sent to the Joint^Steamer Companies for their 
consideration. The Steamer Companies have not been addressed as tbe 
printed record of tbe proceedings is hot yet available ; but it will be sent 
as soon as it is ready. 

Considerations whilb fixing the pay of ministerial olfleers. 

Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM S Will the Hon’bl&the Member in 
charge of the Department>of Finance be pleased to state— 


. (ii) whetker tKait pay is taken as tke main or supplementary source 
ol income for tkeir maintenance; 

(Hi) kow many persons an officer is expected to maintain with his 
pay; and 

(tv) the monthly average expenditure of a man of the class of the 
ministerial and menial officers, for his maintenance, clothing 
and housing, etc. P 

Th«Hon*bloMr. KERR: (t) The pay varies according to the class of 
work to be done, the qualifications required and the locality. 

(u) The pay is taken as the main source of income 
(tit) Government have no information. 

(tv) The member is referred to Appendices 1 and II to the Salaries 
Committee Beport, Volume T, where some material for estimates will be 
found. 


Muhammadan Olllears for Jails. 

153. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Bevenue (jails) be pleased to state:— 

(t) whether it is a fact that some of the jails have no Muhammadan 
officer at all; and 

(it) whether the number of Muhammadan prisoners form the majority 
in such jails ? 

{b) Are the Government considering the desi^bility of issuing orders 
to place at least one Muhammadan officer ( warder or jailor) in each jail 
where 30 per cent, or more of the convicts are Muhammadans ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [Jails] 
(the Hon'btO Sir Abd*ur Rahim: (a) (t) All jails have got Muhammadan 
officers, head warders and warders being included. 

(it) The number of Muhammadan prisoners form the majority in 
moot of the jails. 

(h) The question does xwt arise. 


Pay of ministorial offlcors. 

154. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will ihe Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be fdeased to state— 

(i) when the scheme for'improving the pay bf ministerial offieers in 
Bengal is likely to be published; and 


Thi Hon'M* Mr. KERRs (i) Tlie Salariet Committee rspart, ‘with 
the note of diesent, has already been laid on the table during the present 
session. 

f 

(it) The report is under consideration of Government, and no decis¬ 
ion has yet been come to as to the date from which the proposals will be 
given effect to. 


Expense on Goeernment lumehes or motor boots* ond their nee 

and loan. 

155. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan. Bahadur:(a) Will the Hon’- 
ble..the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay a 
statement on the table showing the number of Government launches or 
motor boats maintained for use of Government officers in Bengal, giving 
the designation of the officers, with the annual charges for maintaining 
each of them (launch by launch) together with a cost of repair P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state for how many 
days each of these officers use each of these launches for their official 
duties, and how many miles each of them travel during the last 1!^ 
months, and what was the cost of coaling for each? 

(c) Are the Government officials to whom launches are given for use 
allowed to give the loan of these launches to private gentlemen or 
officers of other departments P 

(d) If so, with whose permission? 

(e) If a launch belonging to an officer of the transferred department 
is lent to one of the reserved departments, and it has coal in it, to whom 
is the cost debited, the fonner or the latter, and how is it adjusted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERRs (a) and (h) Government are not in posses- • 
sion of all the details necessary to reply to these questions. A copy of 
the most recent list of steamers, steam launches, etc., under the control 
of the Government of Bengal, which contains much of the information 
desired by the Member', has been placed in the library. 

(e) and (d) Government launches may not be lent to private gentle¬ 
men, but the officials to whom they are allotted may lend them at their 
discretion to officers of other departments. 

(e) A copy of Finance Dep^ment letter ]N'o. 6678 F.,* dated the 27th 
April, ,1921, containing the orders of Government on the subject, has 
been placed in the library.'. 


IntTMliMtioii iff a hiadifig undar eaata ** In tha fitm ef raaard- 
ing dapaaitian aff witnasaaa In aivil caiprUa 

1S8. Mu BHISHMADEV'DAS: (a) Is the Hon'hle the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department awtire that in the new form of record* 
ing the depositions of witnesses in civil courts a heading under ** Caste ** 
has been introduced ? 

. (&) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
this departure? • 

(c) Is the Hon’blo the Member aware of a feeling that exists that wit¬ 
nesses of the depressed classes may feel delicacy in stating their caste in 
open court, and that the practice tends to accentuate caste distinction? 

(d) Are the Govemment^onsidering the desirability of discontinuing 
the practice ? 

MEMBER in charge off JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir AbiMir Rahim): (a) Yes. 

(6) The High Court considered that references to the caste of parties 
or of witnesses were unavoidable. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

Conduct off nurses in female wardb of the Calcutta Medical College 

Hospital. 

1S7. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURIS (a) With 
reference to the answer given to my unstari'cd question No. 132 of 
the Ist April, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Minister iii charge of the Depart¬ 
ment of liocal Self-Government bo pleased to state what inquiry was 
made regarding the truth or otherwise of the statement made in clauses 
(c) and (d) of the abovementioned question justifying the character¬ 
isation of it as an ^'insinuation conveyed under the cover of this ques¬ 
tion?” 

(2») When, and by whom, was the inquiry made? 

(c) Were the patients asked about these allegations? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'blo Sir Surmdn Nath Banerjea): 

(a) and (b) A reference was made to the Principal of the Medical College 
and the Professor of Midwifery at the Medical College and Obstetric 
Physician and Surgeon at the £den Hospital, whose reports were received 
in the latter half of March. 

(e) It does not appear from the reports that the patients then the 
hospital were asked about these allegations. In this connection the 
attention of the Member is invited to clause (d) of the repl^ given to 



SmployiiMnt of undor-triat priaonon In tlM Kondi fiib-ilaili 

148, Maulvl iKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Kember 
in charge of the Department of Bevenuei (Jails) be pleased to say whether 
it is a fact that the SubdivisionaL Officer, Kandi (in Hurshidabad), used 
to e^iploy under>trial prisoners at the Eandi Sub>Jail for grinding hie 
flour and rearing his vegetables ? 

(b) Has the action of the Subdivisional Officer the approval of Qoverit** 
ment ? 

(o) If not, what steps have the (Government taken to put a stop to tn« 
practice f 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No; the Subdivisional Officer 
reports that it is not a fact. 

• • 

(^) and (c) These questions do not arise. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Are the Govemment aware that two non¬ 
official visitors of the Jail complained about the matter contained in the 
question to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR^RAHIM, I must have notice, of the 
question. 

Mwjiwi EKRAMUL HUQ: Wil/the Government be pleased to 
collect- 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawrib Sir Syed Shan»ul« 
Huda): 1 cannot allow that. It is a request for action. 

Salary Committeo’a raport 

159. Mr. K. G. M, FAROQUI; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salary Committee have since submitted their report 
which was due by the 31st March, 1921P 

(5) If not, why not P 

(s) Of the Hs. 45 lakhs pVovided in the'Budget for the purpose of 
improving the pay of the ministerial and menial establishments during 
the year, how much is proposed to be expended On account of each of these 
establishments P 

(d) What id the strength of the ministerial and menial establish’ 
ments separately P 

(e) Is it in the contemplation of Government to lay the Salary Com¬ 
mittee’s report before the Council for consideration and also lo furulsh n 



TIm HotHble Mr* KERR: (a) and (6) Tlie Cominittee hare submit¬ 
ted tbeir report. 

(c), (d) and (e) The member is referred to the report, a copy of 
which, with the note of dissent, 1)88 already been laid on the table during 
the present session. A copy has already been supplied to the President 
of the Ministerial Officers’ Conference. 

Qualifioation of certain professors in the Caleutta University. 

160. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(f) the yeai* in which the gentlemen named below completed their 
career as students; 

(tt) the dace on which they were appointed as professors, or to other 
officers of the tJniyersity; 

(Hi) the total amount of remuneration they draw each year for all 
kinds of services done to the University; 

(iv) the various kinds of offices they hold, and 

(v) the various subjects in which they are appointed examiners or 

paper-setters or both:— 

(1) Babu Promotha ^tb Banerjee; 

(2) Babu lUvma Prosad Mukherjee; 

(3) Dr. Anath Nath Chatterjee; 

(4) Babu Satish Chandra BoyP 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. A. N. Chatterjee has been provided with a 
motor-car, which is maintained by the Calcutta University? 

(«) Is the Inspector of Colleges provided with a motor-car? If not, 
what is the reason for this differential treatment ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER 8 A statement which has been receiv¬ 
ed from the Hegistrar, Calcutta University, is laid on the library table. 

Running of municipal (scavenging) railway in Calcutta. 

161. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’blo the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the municipal railway which runs through the heart of Calcutta is 
a nuisance to the public, and is detrimental to the health of a large 
number of the Calcutta population ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the attention of the Government has been 
repeatedly drawn to this matter by different Inspectors-General of Civil 
Hospitals and Superintendents of the Campbell Medical Schools,* and 
others? • 


TIitHoii’bfeSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Gk>Teniment 
are aware of tbo nuisance caused by the municipal railway. 

(6) Yes. f 

(c) The Member is referred to the answer given to clause (6) of un- 
staired question I^o. 29 asked by Hr. Tarit Bhusan Boy at the meeting 
of the Legislative Council held on 7th February, 1921. Subsequently, 
the Corporation was addressed on the subject of the nuisance caused by 
the railway in the neighbourhood of the Campbell Hospital, and a copy 
of the Chairman’s reply No^ S 1172, dated the 9th June, 1921, mention¬ 
ing the steps taken by the Coiporation to mitigate the nuisance, is laid 
on the table. 

Copy of a letter referred to m the reply to unstarred question No. 161 (c). 

No. S 1172, dated Calcutta, the 9th June, 1921. 

Fbox —C. F. Patki, Esq., o.s.i., i.g.s., Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation. 
*ro—The Secretaiy to the Gorernment of Bengal, Local Self-GoTemment Depart¬ 
ment, Medical Branch. 

With reference to your letter No. 1037 Medl., dated the 14th April, 1921, for¬ 
warding an extract from a letter from the SurgeomGeneral with the Government of 
Bengal on the subject of the nuisance caused by the municipal railway in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Campbell Hospital, 1 have the honour to state that at the request 
of the Campbell Hospital authorities a special telephone arrangement was installed 
about two years ago in order to prevent tb^ detention of loaded refuse trains in the 
Entally railway yard. It is extremely rare that refuse trains are detained at this 
point, and on the few occasions upon ahich they are unavoidably detained, the 
duration is only for 6 to 10 minutes and in each case the train is backed os far away 
from the Campbell Hospital as possible. I'he empty wagons are generally taken 
direct to the platform, but one train of such wagons is kept in the yard at night 
fur the next morning service. These wagons are cleansed and disinfected during the 
hot weather months when epidemics are prevalent. The Health Officer recently 
inspected the railway yard and examined the wagon distribution register. He 
found no collection of flies at the time of bis,inspection and was satisfied with the 
arrangements for cleansing the empty wagons. He, however, suggested that the 
cleansing and disinfection of empty wagons should be continued throughout the 
year instead of being done during the hot weather months only. To give effect 
to this suggestion, the General Committee have at their meeting held on the 
2nd June, 1921, sanctioned an additional staff. It will thus be seen that the 
Corporation are doing everything possible to minimise the nuisance complained of; 

2. As r^ards the removal of the refuse platform to Chlngrihatta, the construc¬ 
tion of tile new platform at Palmer's Bridge will be commenced during the current 
year. The execution of the scheme for the removal of refuse by motor lorries will 
require a great deal of organisation, and it is not possible to say at present when 
it will be completed. Fourteen motor lorriM have already been purchased for the 
motor conservancy service andetwo electric lorries are expected shortly. An officer 
has been placed on special duty to organise the details of ^e service, and the matter 
is being •pushed on as rapidly as possible. 


Trains fromJBaloiitta to ^arWpur. 






throngli passengers from Calcutta to Faridpur, proceeding by tbe njigbt 
train, have to change trains at lUjbdri in the dead of night? 

.< 6) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware of the hardship caused to 
passengers thereby, especially in the cold weather, when railway 
coolies are not usually available ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Bailway authorities to provide one or two carriages in the .night 
trains for through pas^ngers travelling from Calcutta to Faridpur? 

(d) Is the Hon’Ue the Minister aware that the lighting arrangement 
in the trains of the Faridpur branch line is unsatisfactory, and that the 
passengers have often to use candles at their own cost? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Bailway authorities to this grievance with a view to its 
removal P * 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur) ; (a) 

It is within the cognizance of Government that passengers travel* 
ling to Fdridpui' by the Dacca Mail train change at Rajbari between the 
hours of 4*15 and 4*38 (standard time) in the early morning. 

(5) Licensed coolies are available at Bajbari for handling passen¬ 
gers’ luggage at train times. V 

( 0 ) Bailway statistics show that the average daily number of passen¬ 
gers travelling to Faridpur and all stations on the Faridpur Branch Bail¬ 
way by all trains is 28, which hardly justifies the running of through ser 
vice carriages between Calcutta and Faridpur. 

id) and {e) These matters are under consideration by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities with a view to improvement. 


Borrowing from co-operative societies. 

163. Ral dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture . and 
Industries be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of real ordtivating tenants who have become mem¬ 
bers of co-operative societies and the amount of money they 
have subscribed; 

(ii) the numberuf members who are now non-cultivators and the 
amount of money they have subscribed ? 

(() Is it a fact that only cultivators who boT«>w money from the 
societies subscribe or have to subscribe a portion of the money borrowed 
to the fund, and become members ? 




{d) Is t&ero any truth in the rumour that the co-operative societies 
are made instruments by money-lenders for lending their moneys at near¬ 
ly 18 per cent, interest and for easy realisation of their debts to the detri¬ 
ment of raiyatsl* 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Niwab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a), (i) and (ii) Up-to-date figures are not available 
as statistics are collected for the co-operative year, t.'e. from tTuly to Iune. 
The figures up to 30th ^une, 1920, are shown below:— 


Class of societies. 

Total 

Bomber of 
societies. 

1 

Total 

number of' 
members. 

1 

Total 

irorkioe 

oapitaL 

• 

Capital 
snbserlbeO 
by members. 

Bemarks. 




Bs. 

Bs. 


Agcioultoral ... 

4,977 

167,169 

1,11^,000 

8,60,000 

Practically all 
members are 
teal cultira* 
tors. 

Non>agricnltaral ... 

P60 

60,676 

49^00^000 

1 


Most of the 
members are 
non-oaUiTS* 
tors. 



-^ 


1 



(6) The answer is in the negative. 

(e) The information asked for is not available and the labour that 
would be involved in collecting it would be out of all proportion to its 
value. 

(d) There is no truth in the rumour. The attention of the Kember is 
invited to the entries in column 29, Statement A of the Report of the Co¬ 
operative Department, 1919-20, where are shown the rates at which 
the greater part of the capital of agricultural co-operative societies is 
raised, and column 27, Statement C, in which the rates at which non- 
agricultural co-operative societies raise their capital are shown. A copy 
of the report* is laid on the library table. 


Distress in Satkhira subdivision. 

184. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether he is aware of the distress prevail¬ 
ing in the Satkhira subdivision and neighbourhood by which 200,000 
people are reported to have been affected ? 

Has the attention of the Hon’hle the Member been drawn to 
reports by Sir P. C. Roy on the^tuation and also to the latter V reputed 

nnnopla in fliA nnAoa fnr tmlilin finlnP 









(c) Will tlL« Hon'ble tKe Member be pleased to say whether the 
Oovernment are considering the desirability of taking immediate steps 
to relieye the sufferings of the people ? 

Tfte Hon'ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURO¬ 
WAN: (a), (6) and (e) The member is referred to the communiquS 
recently published, which gives the answers to his questions. 

Soaroity iiuKhuiiw district and the measures for relief. 

165. BabU SAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURl: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Tjand 
Revenue) aware that acute scarcity prevails in some parts of the 
Khulna district, and will he~be pleased to lay on the table the reports on 
the subject, if any, submitted by the circle officers, the Subdivisional 
Officers and the District Magistrate? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in which part 
of the district scarcity prevails and the area and population affected? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken or are taking to relieve 
the suffering from scarcity, as also for the preservation of cattle in the 
affected areas ? 

(d) Has any case of death thrqpgh starvation been reported to the 
Government from Khulna? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURO- 
WAN: (a) The member is referred to the recently published commu¬ 
nique, 

(6) An area of about 59 square miles in the Sadar and Satkhira sub¬ 
divisions is affected. The number of people reduced to extreme poverty 
is estimated at about 2,500. 

(c) The action taken is stated in the communique. The cattle are 
reported to be in good condition. 

(d) No. Some allegations of deaths by starvation have been made, 
but inquiry has shown that the allegations were not correct. 

Soarcity of cool. 

166. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the people 
in the mufassal are suffering great hardship owing to the scarcity of 
coal? • . 

(5) Is the Hon’ble the M[ember aware that this is due to the shortage 
of wagoiis ? • • 

(o) Is the Hon’ble the Member also afare that the price of building 


MEMBER in chargt of DEPARTMENT of GOMMfRCE (Dm 
H on’blo Mr. Korr): (a), (6) and (c) Yes. 

(d) The member is referred to tbe reply giyen to nnetarred question 
"So, 3 at tbe meeting of ibis Council on tbe Tib Pebruary last. Since 
then tbe Qovemment of India baye appointed a committee baying for its 
object tbe distribution of wagons in tbe coal-fields with special reference 
to endeavouring, if possible, to distribute tbe wagons ayailable daily 
between all collieries in a fair proportion and alsp to belp in cases of 
urgent necessity any industry,which may through the want of coal be 
on tbe verge of closing down. 

Training Bengalis into morcantilo marina. 

167. Babtt INDU BHU8HAN.DUTTA: (a) WiU tbe Hon*ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether, 
the Government propose to make provision for keeping training vessels 
in the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong, for training Bengali seafiien and 
officers ? 

(6) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state whether tbe 
Government propose to establish schools for teaching ship-building and 
navigation? 

The Hon’bla Mr. KERRi (a) and (h) As regards nautical training, 
the member is referred to tbe answer given to unstarred question No. 26 
at the meeting of Council held on the Ist April. No projmsal to establish 
training vessels is under tbe consideration of Government. As regards 
ship-building, tbe member is referred to tbe answer to unstarred question 
No. 119 at this meeting. 

Bhowal Kumar and alleged high^bandadneM of tho oflicera of 

Court of Wards. 

168. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble tbe 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Kevenue) be 
pleased to lay on tbe table a copy of the evidence which led tbe Board of 
Revenue to come to tbe conclusion that tbe second Kumar of BKowal was 
actually cremated at Darjeeling nearly 12 years ago? 

(6) Is it a fact that many of tbe tenants of tbe Bhowal Court of Wards 
submitted petitions to Mr. J. W. Needham, tbe Manager, at villages 
Sripur and Mowna on the 15tb and 16tb March, 1921, mentioning instan¬ 
ces of oppression and illegal realisation by some Court of Wards officers 
under him, and that similar petitions were also submitted to the Collector 
of Dacca and to tbe Board of Bevenue ? * 

(c) If the^answer to clause ^6) is in the affirmative,, will tbe Hon’ble 



The Hon'bie the maharajadhiraja bahauur or 

BURDWAN! (a) Tlie Government are not prepared to lay any such 
papers on the tahlc as the matter must rest with the Court of Wards, who 
must be guided by the actions that may be taken by the claimant. 

(ft) Yes. 

(r) The^aib of Sripur has been removed from there and orders have 
been passed to transfer the Circle Officer elsewhere. Further inquiries 
have also been instituted. 

Babu INDU BHOSHAN DUTTA: Will the Government be pleased 
to say whether the claimant has taken any action? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It is a matter for the Board of Ilevenue. Government 
have no iiiformation. ■“ 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; It has been stated that the Naib 
of Sripur has been rem<»vod from there. Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the Naib has been discharged or dismissed ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN; There is no information so far. 

Strikes in Eastern Bengal. 

169. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; (^) Is the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware'that the recent 
strikes among the employees of the Assam-Bengal llailway and of the 
India General and Rivers Steam Navigation Companies have been caus¬ 
ing a great deal of inconvenience to the public? 

(ft) Will the Iloii’ble the Member be pleased to state what action, if 
any, have the Government taken to bring about a compromise between 
the parties concerned with a view* to bring the strike to an cud? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr: (a) Yes. 

(ft) The strikes are not due to any ordinary economic dispute between 
capital and labour, but have been deliberately brought about by certain 
persons for their own purposes, and the responsibility for the public? 
inconvenience caused by the strikes must rest on them. In the circum¬ 
stances, Government do not feel that they can usefully intervene at the 
present stage, but they are watching the situation. 

. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Will the llon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether they have held 'any inqnirj' to find out the 
causes of the strike? 

Tha Hon*bl6 Mr. KERR 8 No particular inquirj' was hold, hut Govern¬ 
ment had information on the t>oint. • 



Babil INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs Have tlie strikars or their asso¬ 
ciations declared that their strike is not due to any economic causes ? 

Ths Hon’bio Mfi KERRS GoTernment are not aware that the strikers 
• have made any such declaration. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Allotments to District Boards. ' 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, the motion 
before us deals with the primary needs of the people. We saved about 
Bs. 20 lakhs by curtailment of expenditure in the last Budget. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The hon^ble member has 
not moved his resolution. 


The PRE8IDENT: He is moving his resolution. (To the mover) You 
might formally say “I move the resolution.** 


Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: In order to satisfy 
my young friend, I formally move the resolution that stands in my name, 
that—“ This Council recommends to the Government that out of the 
sums saved by retrenchment by the Council in the present Budget, a sum 
of Its. 1,00,000 be allotted to the district boards for tanks and wells this 
year, and a further sum of Rs. 1,00,000 be allotted to the said boards for 
medical relief to the people in accordance with the resolutions passed by 
this Council.** 


The resolution deals with the primary needs of the people. We saved 
about tts. 20 lakhs in the last Budget by curtailment of expenditure. 
That amount should be spent, I submit, on our primary needs. The day 
before yesterday we got the supplemental Budget. Government may 
spend as much money as they like, but our primary needs must be met. 
You are all aware that this year there has been a very great drought 
throughout the province. Tanks and wells have dried up and the suffer¬ 
ings of the people are very great. Women, I know, in many places, have 
to travel six eight miles every day bringing water—brackish 
water ^from distant tanks. People cannot get sweet water as most of 
the rivers in Bengal have dried up. In the Sunderhans which is inter¬ 
sected by salt water, river and creeks, people want, like old mariners, 
sweet watei^Water, water, everywhere but not a drop to drink. 
Sir, iUa year the crops have partially failed throughout the province 
and the distress is great. The people have been hard hit and they 
are unable to help themselves. The district boards have got no money 
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IS that the exisfuig tanks should be deepened next cold weather. There 
is no time to lose. The sum is a very ^insignificant one. But what 
can we do ? Let us have something and that before the next cold 
weather. 

As regards medical relief you are all aware that Bengal has passed 
through an epidemic of cholera this year which has not quite disappeared 
yet; you will find that the death-rate from cholera is still high, not only 
in the interior of the districts but in Calcutta also. So far as the districts 
are concerned there is no water to drink but muddy and brackish water. 
Our Minister in charge of Sanitation, who did not at first look with favour 
on the resolution passed by us about medical relief, has since been con¬ 
vinced of the great necessity. He has allotted Ks. 15,000 for it and, in 
the supplementary Budget, l.£nd he has allotted another Hs. 15,000 and 
he has been pleased to tell me that he may be able to find another 
Bs. 20,000 for the pui’pose. He has also been pleased to ask me to move 
that one lakh of rupees Ve allotted for the purpose in the next Budget. 
It is good of him to say so but we cannot wait. The money belongs to 
the people. They pay the taxes and their urgent necessities must be 
met. Then, and then only, will they pay the taxes and enjoy, with 
advantage, the benefits of a civilised Government. I therefore move, 
Sir, that this resolution be passed. 

Rsl MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA B&hsihjrs It is highly desir" 
able in the interest of the mufassal people that this proposal should meet 
with the acceptance of the Council. The district boards have to labour 
under considerable difficulties at present. Tinder the provisions of sec¬ 
tion 90 of the Local Self-Government Act, it is very difficult for the chair¬ 
man of the district hoard to provide good drinking water for the people. 
There is a corresponding section in the Village Self-Government Act and 
the same difficulty has been felt here. Many of the tanks belong to co¬ 
owners. It is very difficult to get the consent of these co-owners 
and nothing Has been done. The question, therefore, will assume a grave 
aspect if Government do not come forward to help the villagers. If the 
matter is left entirely to the district boards or to the village committees, 
there is little chrince of good drinking water being supplied in the villages. 
Consequently, it is necessary totjonsider that if there be any money avail¬ 
able, after retrenchment, the same may he utilised for this laudable pur¬ 
pose. If Government think that the district hoard will be in a position 
to meet the difficulties of the villages, there is no help for it, I avail 
myself of this opportunity to emphasise the impprtance of the resolution 
for the consideration of the members of the Council that such mouey as 
may be available .should be utilised. There is another portion of the 
resolution dealing with medical relief. The members of the Council 
are aware of th.e fact that there are few dii 5 )eDsaries within the'jurisdin- 
tion of the district boards and the people are badly in • want of mon* 



relief in giveu to the people who are suffering from epidemics. Gonse* 
quently, if a good deal of money is utilised for this purpose it will be 
u great relief to the villagers. 

With these few words. Sir, 1 beg to support the resolution whole¬ 
heartedly. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY; As I am intimately connected with 
the district board of Burdwan, I know the sufferings of the people of my 
district for want of drinking water. The sufferings for want of 
medical relief arc far greater and we are very thankful to Rai Jogendra 
Chunder (Ihoso Bahadur for this resolution of his. The fund at the dis- 
I> 0 Nal of the district board is not adequate enough for the purpose. 
Some time ago, a resolution was passed by my district board to carry out 
the provisions of this resolution, provided the Government comes for¬ 
ward with a helping hand, I therefore, very strongly support this reso¬ 
lution. Sir, the need and the expenditure of the district board may 
bo taken into account when the Goveniment will be pleased to grant the 
money. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; I heartily support this resolu¬ 
tion. The mover asked for only one lakh of rup<*es. The needs of the 
provin<.*e arc so very great that a lakh of rupees cannot possibly meet all 
the demands of the districts, but any amount would be welcome. I 
would request the members to give this resolution their whole-hearted 
supi)ort. 

With these words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I have great pleasure in 
supporting this resolution. Thi*ee of our hon^ble friends here—one my 
friend behind—^Raja Muniloll Singh Boy, the Chariman of the District 
Board of Burdwan, Babu Tankanatb Chaudhun, the Ghairman of tho 
District Board of his own district, and Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur who is an authority in district board matters bave all supix>rted 
it. There is a consensus of opinion about this matter. All those gentle¬ 
men liave devoted practically the whole of their lives in district board 
work and they say that the districts do require assistance in this work. 
No work can be of greater importanc-e than the work of water-supply 
which helps to save our lives and which necessarily means life itself. 
Life first and then everything else, and it is our bounden duty to support 
this resolution and to say that this money should be allotted for ibis noble 
purpose. We all know how onr district boards are scantily supplied 
with money and we all expect that something will be done by the district 
boards, but unfortunately very little can be done by them. I may also 
sqy that it Is expected of the Hon’ble Minister in charge himself to 
move in this nmtter. Of course, I have every reason to believe that he 
will be*the first to accept the resolution and to give effect to it. He is 


medical rreatment and water-supply in such areas. 1, therefore, without 
taking up any further time of the Council, support this resolution and 
1 earnestly hope that Government will accept it and give effect to it at 
an early date. We cannot affoad to waste time over a matter of such 
importauce as this. 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH RAY: It must be admitted by ever^'body 
present here that it is with very great difficulty that the Sistrict boards 
can make both ends meet. Therefore any grant from Government to the 
distnet boards will pftnie as a great relief to them and tliey will feel 
grateful to Government if this sum of two lakhs of rupees—1 would say 
more money—be paid to them for medical relief and for the purpose 
of excavating tanks and wells. The resolution of my friend is a very 
modest one. I wish he had asked for more money because we know that 
there are 29 districts and 29"flistricts boards in the province. Govern¬ 
ment have been pleased to hand over all the money which they used to get 
as Public W(»rkR Cess to the district boards since the year 1913. So that 
on an averange the district boards arc getting a lakh of mpees aiid the 
instructions of Government are that this money which they used to get 
as Public Works Cess should be defrayed or rather should he spent for 
the purjmse of medical relief, for tjarrying out sanitiiry measures and for 
the excavation of tanks. I think the district hoard.s have been loyal in 
<!uirving out the instructions of GoverumeTit, hut still they find that they 
are uot in a position to meet the demands of all the subdivisious in their 
districts. It is for these reusons that I supiwrt my hon*blo friend us 1 
have said he should have asked for a larger amount. 

*Babll INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I do not think that any speech is 
necessary to support this motion. I rise to speak simply because I want 
to give emphasis to the fact that this sort of resolution deserves the fullest 
support of the people coming from all parts of the province. I know, Sir, 
from personal experience of my own di.strict of Tippera that during the 
last six months, in some of the villages on the west border, people have 
died like flies for want of proper medical treatment. I think that there 
were altogether six or seven doctors sent by the district board, but, I 
believe had not money enough to send more and many people had to go 
without any medical treatment whatsoever. 

As regards tanks for drinking water, the district boards, no doubt, do 
something to meet the demands of the people in this respect, but for want 
of sufficient funds they c.annot do more. So, I think, Rai Jogendru 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur would have done well if he had asked for more 
money. As he has not done it now, I hope he will do it afterwards. T 
have the greatest pleasure in supporting this rhsolution. 

Ba^ KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 whole-heartedly support 
the motion. It is a very modest demand for 27 districts in the province. 


distress of the people. I kuow that in my district there is a great scarcity 
of drinking water and medical aid is also very inadequate. We have 
been able to save some money this year, and if Rs. 2 lakhs can be devoted 
to the purposes specified in this resolution, it will be a great relief to the 
people. With these few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

BabU RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: The district of Bankura, 
particularly tlft sadar subdivision of the district, is in need of tanks and 
wells more than any other district of the province. Sir, it is a notorious 
fact that, in recent years, there have been severaKvisitations of famine 
and that is only due to want of irrigation. It is no doubt that the dis* 
trict is crossed by several rivers, but the defect in the geographical con¬ 
dition of the district is such that in the summer season, when iirigation 
is necessary, the rivers dry up aud so also the tanks. Most of the tanks 
arc neglected for want of funds and divided ownership and cannot, there¬ 
fore, be excavated, aud for this reason the* poor raiyats do not also get 
dinuking water at the time of need. So the proposal made by the Rai 
Bahadur is no doubt very good, but the sum that is demanded is very 
insignificant in comparison with the requirements. It is not even quite 
sufficient to meet the wants of one or two thanas of the sadar subdivision 
of the district of Bankura. I may mention here that, dui‘ing a fire that 
took place in a village, all the water that could he had in the houses of 
the villagers and also in the tanks was exhausted, with the result that 
when the fire was extinguished, the villagers there naturally became 
thirsty, but they could not get water for drinking and had to go to a 
neighbouring village at a distance of three miles to quench their thirst. 
So, Sir, the want is very great. It is especially very great in the district 
of Bankura and so I hope that at the time of distribution of the money, a 
large portion, if not the whole, would be expended in that district. With 
these words I support the resohition. 

Mauivi EKRAMULHUQ: Sir, 1 rise to support this resolution. The 
mover of the resolution has asked for a* lakh of rupees only for the pur¬ 
pose of supplying pure drinking water, but when T look to the condition 
of my district I find that about 10 lakhs will he necessary if immediate 
relief is to be given to the people of that district alone. That district, 
which was once the capital of Bengal has, during the last 10 years, lost 
1,28,000 in population out of a total popuUtion of about 13 lakhs or so, 
and that is due particularly to the want of pure drinking water and medical 
relief. The waterways are now silted up and tanks are full of jungles 
and, instead of supplying pure drinking water, they supply poison to the 
inhabitants of the place. In order to bring relief not only to that district 
but to other districts as well, it is necessary that efforts should be made to 
find more money to meet the demands and so enable the people to live 
happjly and well. I shall make a special appeal to the Minister on behalf 
of the district of Murshidahad and ask him to take into consideration the 


The Hon’ble Sir 8UREKDRA NATH BANERJEA: Sir, I riae to say 
on belialf of Government that we have the deepest sympathy with the aim 
and object of this resolution. No one could hsCve listened to the speeches 
that have been delivered in this* Chamber this afteimoon—to the unani¬ 
mous consensus of opinion emanating^ from all the districts of Ben^l in 
support of the contents of this resolution—^without feeling the greatest 
sympathy, and as a Minister of Government, and also as a representative 
of the people, I feel that I should be false to myself if I did not re-echo 
the sentiments whic^have been so eloquently expressed. Sir, one of my 
friends—I think it was Mr. Surendra Nath Mullick—observed that he 
expected that the Minister would, in this matter, take action of his own 
accord. 1 may tell my friend that I have, already done so. Those 
gentlemen who are members of district boards will probably remember 
that they have received a cin^lar letter addressed by the department of 
Government over which I have the honour to preside, asking them tq 
hold conferences in each district of the leading men of the district with a 
view to formulate schemes of water-supply for the district and to indi¬ 
cate the cost and the financial resources from which that cost is to be met, 
and, in order to convince them of the deep personal interest which I feel 
in this matter, I have promised to be present at these conferences, if 
invited. Therefore, Sir, the matter is engaging my attention, my most 
earnest and personal attention, and I feel that it is necessary that some¬ 
thing should be done. The whole country feels it—the want of adequate 
and proper supply of water has been the cry of the country for the last 00 
years. The want of adequate medical relief has also been echoed and 
re-echoed in this Council Chamber. It has been said to-day that the dis¬ 
trict boards are unable to supply funds to cope with the difficulties of the 
situation. I quite admit that* but the remedy lies partly in the hands of 
the district boards themselves. Taxation lies in their power. I myself 
would be no party to the imposition of fresh taxation on a people who 
are already heavily burdened. But, Sir, it does seem to me that there 
is a way out of the difficulty. Why should not the district boards embark 
upon an extensive system of loans upon the hypothecation of funds which 
they possess? It seems to me that they can do so without any difficulty 
if the loans are spread over 30 or 40 years, and they c^n thus raise a 
capital fund which will enable ^hem to meet their needs in respect of these 
matters. I may point out, for the information of the members of this 
Council, that 1 was present as a member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council when the question of the giunt of the Public Works Cess was 
discussed, and, if I remember aright, that grant was made on the condi¬ 
tion that the proceeds should be devoted to the supply of water in the 
rural areas. I am trying to inquire from my office as to whether when 
the grant was made over to district boards it was not earmarked for 
this particular object; and though it might not have been at^that time, 



which the district boards should consider. Reference has been made 
1o Government help. But the funds of the Government are not in a 
very flourishing condition. Ifou will remember that we drew upon our 
reserve balance and that we are working at a deficit at the present 
moment. We are waiting for an answer to the appeal which we have 
made to the Governmeut of India for making over to us the export duty 
on jute. The matter is under the consideration of- the Government 
of India and, I trust, the result will he satisfactory. If that 
amount is made over to us, we shall he in a j^ition to meet some 
part of the recjulrcments in I'espect of the .sanitation of this great 
province. The resolution as it goes is all very good, but it seems to me 
that the fiuaiiciul situation at the present moment is not such as will en¬ 
able us to give practical effect to it. Suppose you pass the resolution, how 
will you cany it out? My friend says;—‘‘This Council recommends to 
the Government that out of the sums saved by retrenchment by the Coun¬ 
cil in the present Budget ...” Therefore, we are to spend the 
money requiied out of the sum which we have saved. What is the 
measure and extent of that saving? Rupees 13 lakhs. But there 
is a deficit against it; we are Rs. 15 lakhs to the bad. On the receipt 
side we have not been able to obtain Rs. 13 lakhs which we anticipated in 
respect of Slump.s. From Excise we have not been able to obtain Rs. 2 
lakhs out of the sum budgeted, fur. The result is that on the expenditure 
side we have Rs. 15 lakhs against a saving of Rs. 13 lakhs. So there has 
been no saving at all. Where then are we to get the money fiom? How 
is the expenditure to be met. It is all very well to pass resolutions hut you 
are the supreme authority in respei^t of finance. Give me the money ami 
I will carry out yorir resolution with alacrity and enthusiasm. My advice 
to the Council, Sir,—hear in mind I am in entire sympathy with this 
motion and 1 am quite ready to help—my advice to you is for the present 
to withdraw this resolution. 1 propose to make a statement in September 
in connection with this matter when we* shall know more about oui* funds 
—when we shall have probably heard from the Govemment of India about 
the Rs. 2J crores froni jute—and then we shall he in a better position to 
judge of our financial position and our capacity to meet our sanitary 
requirements. Having regard to all these circumstances, my earnest 
apx>enl—1 do not o])pose the resolution mind you—to the House is to 
drop this matter for the present. I will make a statement in connec¬ 
tion with this resolution in September next. I hope ray friend and -the 
House will accept the suggestion in the spirit in which it is offered. 

Rfli JOQENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahodurs An overflow of sym¬ 
pathy w always suspicious. District hoards have been told to bonow 
moifey on loans mortgaging their resources. It is not so easy to induce 
the district hoards to raise loans. Sir, as I have said before, our nriin- 
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we have been told that there is no money and that we only saved 13 lakhs. 
Now, Sir, we are not children. We shall lake no refusal in this matter. 
This will be the first charge upon the revenues of the State. Here is 
auother supplementary budget tximing in. Let this be passed first and 
then we will see about the supplementaiy budget. You never thought 
that you had no money when you sent in the supplementary budget. 
We shall first pass this and see what the Government do. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

y 

Burial of Muhammadan convicts. 

Shah 8YED EMDADUL HAQs “This Council recommends to the 
Government that the Muhammadan prisoners dying in jails should, in 
places where there is no 'Mtdiamniadan Burial Association to take over 
the dead bodies for disposal,*be made over to the Mubammadun heads of 
the local Muhammadan mosque, and that the exiienses incurred in bury¬ 
ing the dead in accordance with Muhammadan religious •^custom be 
incurred by Govermnent.^' 

The member sjmke in Bengali in 8upi»ort of bis resolution. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL. HUQ: 1 support this resolution. After what 
ha.s been said by the learned mover,do not think it will bo necessary for 
me to go over the same points again. I think Christian convicts dying 
in jails are given a decent burial. I think lliiidiis dying in jails are cre¬ 
mated. If they are not, they should be. The Muhammadan religion 
requires its dead to be buiied with certain rites. Sir, it is a very small 
reqiu'st made to the Government and 1 hope it will be listened to. From 
the information which I have received, I think the Government will have 
no hesitation in accepting this resolution. The Civil Surgeon at Berhani- 
pur has made inquiries whether there y^ould be persons available to take 
up the burial of Muhammadans dying in jails. This shows that the 
Government realises the necessity of passing this resolution. 

Mauivi HAMIDUDDIN KHAN. I have much pleasure in supporting 
the resolution that has been just moved by my friend Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haq. It i.s well known that it is the duty of every Moslem to see that the 
dead body of a Moslem should be buried with proper religious ceremony. 
The ceremony cumsists mainly of washing the dead body and putting on 
a new. cloth and performing a special prayer and then putting the dead 
body in the grave with certain rites. This is all the ceremony and so far 
as my knowledge goes it does not cost very much. It is quite possible 
for the Jail authorities in every place to sen^ information to the head of 
the mosque or to the Secretary of the localAnjuman, in case of inability 
of Goverhment to dispose of the dead body, and I think that the Secretary 
of the Anjuman or the head of the mosque will be glad to receive the dead 


towards all religions^ there will be no objection whatsoeTer on the part 
of GoTemxnent to accept this resolution. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUL RAUFs It is^a pity, indeed, if this resolution 
does not find its supporters. We all know that there are Muhammadan 
eonvicts in jails and that they also die in jails. It is in the fitness of 
things that proper rites should be observed in burying those poor creat' 
ures. It is a pity that up till now there is no arrangement in jails where¬ 
by Muhammadan convicts can be buried according to their religious 
rites—this has necessitated the introduction of this ^solution. 

I beg to submit that, so far as the expenses are concerned, Govern¬ 
ment need not be anxious, becamso the cost of burying a Muhammadan 
is not so great as to be impossible for Government to bear it. There are 
local Anjunians almost everywhere and it would be better if the dead 
bodies are given to tlie Secretaries of Muhammadan Associations. Where 
there is no association, the heads of local mosques will be very glad, I am 
sure, to take charge of those dead bodies and bury them according to the 
Muhammadan rites. In case they want some money to meet the expenses 
which they will have to incur in connection with the hurial, Government 
will he pleased to pay that. With these few words, I beg to support the 
resolution and I hope that my colleagues here will also support it. 

Tho Hon*bl 0 Sir ABD-UR RAHlMs When-Muhammadan prisoners 
die in jails, in places where there are burial associations, the dead bodies 
are made over to them for the purpose of burying. Where there are no 
such associations, the jail authorities make over the dead bodies to the 
municipalities who arrange for the burial the Jail authorities making 
small payments to the municipalities to meet the expenses. It may be 
that in some cases the burial does not take place according to the Muham¬ 
madan rites and the Government are willing to incur whatever expenses 
may be necessary in order to see that the Muhammadan prisoners receive 
burial according to the requirements of the Muhammadan religion. The 
resolution asks that where there are no Muhammadan Burial Associa¬ 
tions, dead bodies may be made over to the heads of the local mosques. 
We are quite prepared to do that but, in any case, where the head of the 
mosque is not prepared to take charge of the dead bodies, it will be neces¬ 
sary for Government to make arrangements jeith any Muhammadan Asso¬ 
ciation that there may he or the local municipality to take charge of the 
dead bodies and give them a decent burial according to Muhammadan 
religion. I therefore accept this resolution the object of which the 
Government will lay to carry out. 

Shah 8YED EMDADiJl. HAQ spoke in Bengali, in reply on the' 
misapprehension that the Government member had opposed his motion. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid that you have not followed what the 
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Revenue Stamps lor Bengal. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: ** TMr Council recommends to tbe 
Government that tlie Government of India be moved for tbe issue of 
separate one-anna revenue stamps for Bengal with effect from the next 
official year so that the revenue derived from this source may be pro¬ 
perly adjusted/* 

It has been my good fortune, or shall I say misfortune, to knock at 
the door of the Govej)mment of India for the last three years since the Hes¬ 
ton Committee came to Calcutta for the settlement of the financial rela¬ 
tions between the Government of India and this Government. As a non¬ 
official witness on behalf of the Government of Bengal before the Heston 
Committee, I urged, along with my hon*ble friend. Hr. P. C. Hitter, the 
claims of Bengal to better tr^tment and to give us the revenue from jute 
and at least half the income-tax. But unfortunately the claims of Bengal 
were not properly considered either by the Heston Committee or by the 
Joint Committee of Parliament. The Joint Committee have given us 
very little. It may be after all a delusion—only one-fourth of the inc.ome- 
tax over and above the amount of income-tax derived in the year 1920-21. 

We do not know as yet what has been the fate of my resolution to give 
us the amount of the revenue derivedifrom jute. I think that the hon’ble 
members of the House are probably aware that postage stamps are used 
as receipt stamps: that is to say, two half-anna postage stamps or one 
one-anna postage stamp might be used as receipt stamps, that is, these 
postage stamps are known as postage stamps and revenue stamps. They 
have been unified. Business men probably know that a few years ago 
we had one-anna receipt stamps quite separate from the postage stamps. 
The two have now been mixed up and we have now one sort of postage 
stamps. We get a lump sum of about Rs. 6 lakhs from the Government 
of India in the shape of contribution for the substitution of postage stamp 
for what was formerly known as one-anna receipt stamps. How this 
amount was arrived at, we do not know. I think that if a separate one- 
anna revenue stamp were issued, Bengal would be benefited financially. 
In any case, it is hut meet and proper that the Bengal Government should 
get exactly tho amount which is due to it under this head and there should 
not he any cause for grumhliAg. There might be some objection that a 
separate one-anna receipt stamp may not be as easily available to the pul>- 
lic as ordinary postage stamps, but, I think, there need be no apprehen¬ 
sion in the mind of the public on this account, as receipt stamps may be 
sold either at the post office like ordinal^ stan^ps or like other stamps by 
stamp vendors as used to be .done before. It is to bring in a little more 
money to the Exchequer of Bengal that I move this resolution. I am 
quite certain that if my resolution be given effect to and revenue stamps 


Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA; I heg to support the 
resolution which has been moved by my fiiend, Babu Surendra Nath Kay. 
Evidently, we should have a separate revenue stamp for receipts and pos- 
tagre stamps may be required to serve the same purpose on the ground 
that they are more easily available than revenue stamps in the muiassal. 
Under the existing law—T refer particularly to the latest Government of 
India Act—^posts and telegraphs are Imperial subjects, whereas, 
** Stamps,*’ is a provincial subject. Postal revenue constitutes item 
No. 10 of Schedule I of the Goveiument of India Act, and Stamps item 
No. 20 of Schedule II. The reasonableness of the resolution is apparent, 
because all the revenue, whatever may he the amount derived by the sale 
of the stam])S, ought to come to the provincial liixchequer, and the contri¬ 
bution of Rs. 5 lakhs of revenue by the Government of India is based upon 
the principle of average. That was quite good enough. When one-anna 
separate revenue stamp was used, nobody complained of the difficulty of 
obtaining it and there "was not the slightest inconvenience. Of course, 
postage stamps are fur more easily available, but I do not think that on 
that account alone this matter should not be given up. This is an item 
of revenue whi<th is ours and it should not be considered as belonging to 
the Govenimcnt of India. Wo get only Rs. 5 lakhs ns a sort of dole. We 
are not prepared ttj accept it. A few minutes before, I had a talk with 
the mover of the resolution and I pointed out that there may be a loss in 
revenue if by sah* of onc-anna .sl{nni>s, we get less than Rs. 5 lakhs. We 
lose a certain amount, but if luimuu estimates are of any use, I can assure 
the Council that we are not going to lose as such receipt stamps are used 
mostly in big towns. T think most of the revenue on this head is derived 
from the sale of siudi Htam]>s at Calcutta. Consequently, we are not 
likely to lo.se and a provincial subject ought to be kept entirely separate 
from the central subject. 1 think that we wjll all agree that this resolu- 
thm should be accepted and the old practice of issuing one-anna receipt 
stamps should be resen ted to. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR; My friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, is al¬ 
ways giving us little tips for the purpose of improving the financial posi¬ 
tion. I am afraid that he feels that I do not always accept his sugges¬ 
tions with the enthusiasm and gratitude which they deserve, but I can 
assure him that there is no ground for accusing us of any ungraciousne.ss 
in this matter. We are very glad to receive suggestions and to consider 
them, even though we find in the end that we cannot adopt them. In all 
these taxation proposals, it is a question of taking money out of the 
pockets of the public, and pne of the chief considerations which must be 
attended to is the questifin of the inconvenience which will be caused to 
the public as well as the actual pecuniary sacrifice they will be called upon 
to mifke. That I think is the miwt important aspect of this case, but 


Up to 1906 a special receipt stamp was required in this country. It 
was not legal to use ordinary postage stamps for receipts. In 1906 the 
Government of India decided to follow the practice in England, and to 
allow postage stamps to be used for the purposes of receipts. This was 
of course convenient to the public, but it caused a certain amount of 
complication in the accounts, because postage stamps being sold by the 
Postal Department, the receipts are necessarily credited to that Depart¬ 
ment in the first instance. Then there was a second complication arising 
out of the fact that j/b. 1906 as at the present day, the iut^ome from revenue 
stamps is a provincial asset, whereas the receipts from postage stamps are 
of course Imperial revenue. It was, therefore, necessary to transfer a 
sum from Imperial revenues to Provincial in order to compensate Provin¬ 
cial revenues for the loss of the revenue derived from the sale of receipt 
stamps. Now the system wEich the Government of India followed in fix¬ 
ing that compensation was this. They took the average sales of the 8i>e- 
cial receipt stamps for 20 years and they added to that a liberal addition 
to allow for future growth of reveniie. The figures are rather (jompli- 
cated but I will explain (hem as briefly as 1 can. In the old province of 
Bengal, including Assam, the receipts from the sale of these 8i>ecial reve¬ 
nue stamps in the year 1905-06 amounted to Ks. 4,61,000. The Govern¬ 
ment of India decided to give the^ combined province of Bengal and 
Assam a sum of Its. 5,80,000, that is to say, Rs. 1,19,000 more than the 
receipts of the last year in which the special receipt stamps were sold. 
That, I think the Council ivill agree, was a liberal allowance. Not only 
that, hut they gave by far the larger part of the assignment to the province 
of Bengal. Bengal was given Rs. 4,70,000 of the total sum of 
Rs. 6,80,000 and the remaining Rs. 1,10,000 went to Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. In 1912, on the redistribution of the provinces, this assignment 
was further readjxisted and again Bengal got the lion^s share. Bengal 
got Rs. 4,09,000, Bihar got Rs. 60,000 and Assam Rs. 21,000. So, I 
think on the face of it, the corfipensalion was a fairly liberal assignment. 
I would ask the Council to follow tlie Bengal figures from 1905-06. The 
actual receipts from special stamps in 1905 were Rs. 3,61,000; in 1906, 
we got Rs. 4,70,000; in 1912 Rs. 4,99,000. "Wlien the Reforms came 
into force the matter was further considered in connection with the finan* 
wal arrangements, and the. Government of India said that they were 
satisfied that any change in the existing system of unified stamps would 
result in great inconvenience to the public and that the existing practice 
must, therefore, he retained. The existing credit of Rs. 4,99,000 on 
account of the loss of revenue due to the abolition of thA 
revenue stamps was allowed for in th(? adjustment proposed by 
the Financial Relations Committee, being included in the calcula¬ 
tion regarding the percentage of growth of provincial revcT^jies and 
of the increase in spending power under paragraphs 7 and 17 of their 


provincial revenues as in any way meeting our needs. The Council know 
that we have protested to the Government of India and asked for a recon¬ 
sideration of the matter and we hope that our protest will bear fruit in the 
near future. But we need not go into this general question now. What 
1 do say as regards this question of stamps is that we have, as a matter of 
fact, received quite a liberal assignment from the Government of India. 
There is no reason to suppose that it is insufficient; it is in fact larger- 
than that given to any other proviuce. Bengal gets Bs. 4,99,000, Madras 
Bs. 3,50,000 and Bombay Bs. 3,30,000. So much tjjen for the existing 
financial arrangements. I say that on these figures we have not got 
much of a case for going up to the Government of India or anybody else 
and complaining that we have not been fairly treated. The main argu¬ 
ment against the proposal of the mover is however the public inconven¬ 
ience which a separate revenue stamp would cause. The mover apparently 
contemplates a special receipt stamp which could be used in Bengal alone. 
Now a stamp of that kind would be a nuisance to everybody and especially 
to the business community. I do not say it would be a very serious nuis¬ 
ance, but it would add to the minor wonucs of life, if we were to introduce 
special stamps which would be of no use outside the borders of Bengal. 
If we were going to make a decent profit out of it, it might be worth while 
asking the public to submit to this inconvenience, but we are by no means 
certain that we should make any money out of it at all. As 1 have shown 
we have, got nearly Bs. 1,50,000 more than the value of the stamps actu¬ 
ally sold fifteen years ago and I doubt very much whether in these 15 years 
the income from the receipt stamps has increased to this extent. Then 
again, it would cost us something to print a special Bengal stamp, where¬ 
as we do not pay anything for the printing of the postage stamps or for the 
services of the people who sell them in the post offices. 

I think, therefore, that very likely there would be a loss ratber than 
gain if we adopted this proposal. At any rate any gain that we might 
get would be so small that it would be not worth while inconveniencing 
the public by adopting this retrograde step. For these reasons, Sir, I am 
afraid Government is unahle to accept the resolution. 

BdlU 8URENDRA NATH RAYS The principal objection, or rather 
the objections of my hon*ble friend, Mr. Kerr, are—^first, if the receipt 
stamps are reintroduced, it would be a source of great inconvenience 
to the public. His second argument is that it may end in loss of revenue. 
He, moreover, says that the usage of England was introduced in the 
year 1906 in India and pdii^tago stamps were used for the purpose of 
receipts. Well, in England, I think, there are no two Governments. 
Theresa no Provincial Government and no Imperial Government. They 
have not to adjust their accounts in the way in which the Provinci^ 


We have been told that we have been very liberally treated by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and there may be loss if receipt stamps are reintro¬ 
duced separately now. But we know very well tliat there has been 
loss all along the line. We have lost many things. The income-tax 
is the principal source of our income. That has not been given to us. 
If there be a loss of Bs. 50,000 or a lakh by the issue of revenue stamps, 
we are quite willing to hazard the ex|)eriment. At least it is an 
experiment worth trying. Nothing venture, nothing gain. 

As regards the ii^nvenience to the public, 1 say that we have used 
these receipt stamps up to the year 1906, that is for nearly half a century, 
and how can it be a source of inconvenience now if it is reintroduced in 
Bengal. I have nothing more to add. 

A division was then taken^with the following result— 


AYES. 


AhffiM, Khan Bahadur Maulwi Wasimutfdin. 
Ahmad, Munthi Jafar. 

Ali, Munthi Amir. 

All, Munthi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar, 
Charmakar, Babu Ratik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tanfcanath. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Hartndranath. 

Oat Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Ot, BAbu Fanindralal. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 


Chott, Rai Bahadur Jestndra Chundtr. 
Haq, Shah Sytd Emdadul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Facial. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid>ud*din. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
Maitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath, 

(Mukharji, Babu Satith Chandra. 

Mullick, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Jegandra Krithna. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Afial, Nawabiada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Rafl Uddin. 

Alay* Shaikh Mahboob. 

Axam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Hon’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Fanahanan. 

Bartan, Mr. H. 

Bhattaaharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bompat, Mr. C. H. 

Bom, Mr. S. M. 

Catheart, Mr. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haftcar 
Rahman. • 

Chaudhuri, Mauhrl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab taiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Da% Babu Bhithmadtv. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath, 

Donald, Mr. J. 

FaroQuI, Mr. K. a M. 

Cordon, Mr. A. D. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Hornoll, Mr. W. W. 

Nuib Mauivi Ekrsmul. 


, Khan, Mauivi Md. Rafiquo Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

LMt, Mr. O. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
; tho Hon’blo. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitttr, tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliek, Babu Nirodo Bohary. 

O'kinoaly, Lt.*Col. Frodoriok. 

O’Malloy, Mr. L. S. S. 

Paynt, Mr. C. F. 

Poddar, Babu Ktthoram. 

Rahim, tho Hon’blo Sir Abd*ur. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shokharotwar. 

Ray Cboudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Bijoy Protad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Saiam, KhAVi Bahadur Abdut. 

Stark, MK H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hattan. 

WatiOn*Smyth, Mr. R. M, 
j WhMltr, tho Hon'M# Sir Honry, 

! wordtworth, Mr. W. C. • 



Postponement of Resolution. 

Mr AYED ERFAN ALI beiiiif absent, the ioUnwing Tesolutioii was, 
with the permission of the Ih’esident, postponed and placed at the bottom 
of the List of Business: “ This Council recommends the Gorernment 
that the Bengal Tenancy Act be so amended as— 

(t) to secure fixity of rent for ever to the settled raiyats and to abo¬ 
lish the ‘utharnli and the “ tenant-at-will ” system under the 
zamindars; . . 

(it) to secure to them the right of tramSferench of joteSf whole or in 
part, the right of digging or re-excavating tanks, the right of 
planting and cutting trees, the right of building pwcra or 
I’ntvha houses, and the digging of necessary earth free and at 
will, irrespective of the consent or permission of the superior 
landlord; 

(lit) to make the collection of ahwahs or illegal cesses, of any kind, 
and the levy of hegavy or free, or concession labour, of any 
kind, a cognizable criminal offence; 

(iv) to make the rent money-order in the zamindar^s name in his 

sadar Taiichxiri a legal tender, and that raiyats he allowed to 
send in, in one money-order, the total amount of rent due on 
their different jotesy giving a descriptive accoupt in a coupon 
or in a separate registered post-card or letter; 

(v) to provide that in the case of money-orders for rent not taken 

delivery of in the hafchari, within one week after the last day 
of the kixt, the sender be free fi'om the liability of paying 
iuterest. 

(vt) to pr<jvide that zamindars be bound lo send gomaitaa to collect 
rent in time, and that the inability of the gomaxta to take rent, 
the issue of the cheque or rent-receipt should free the raiyat 
of the liability of paying interest; and 

(rii) to provide that in the case of the refusal to receive rents in the 
1’afch.ari^ the giving of due receiyits on the part of the zamin- 
dar, if proved, should be counted as an offence liable to an 
explanation to the Collector of the district, who should be 
einpiiwered to appoint a receiver to collect the rent and allow 
compensatioTi to he paid lo an:>' raiyat incurring unnecessary 
loss in tendering rent if snch refusal is found repeatedly occur¬ 
ring to harass any raiyat.*' 

Privilege leave of officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

4 

Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; “ I'his Council recommends that the 
Governinent of India he moved to permit officers of the Bengal Civil Ser- 


I confilder tms to be a legitimate grievance of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial). It is said tbat these officers do not get leave on full pay 
because they enjoy the vacation. But tbe fact of the matter is tbat there 
is not more than 1$ days* difference approximately speaking between the 
number of holidays enjoyed by the officers of this service and that enjoyed 
by the officers of the Executive branch. In other words, the Judicial 
officers are not granted a single day’s privilege leave on full pay simply 
because they enjoy, in the course of the year, 15 days* holiday more than 
their brethren in the^xecutive branch do. But for this, the latter get 
one month’s privilege leave on full pay. Why then should not the for¬ 
mer, I mean, the Judicial officers get privilege leave on full pay. It is 
admitted by the highest authorities that these officers are very hardwork¬ 
ing and painstaking. They require rest sometimes. But as matters 
now stand they can earn their much needed rest only by submitting to 
the loss of Imlf their monthly pay. There is no justification for keeping 
back from such a body of public servants the small concession, which my 
resolution urges. As regards the vacation theory, there can be no com¬ 
parison between the members of the mufassal Judiciary and the officers 
of the Education Department and those of the High Court with whom 
they are bracketed together in article 271 of the Civil Service Eegula- 
tions. The officers of the Education Department have got a long vacation 
of two months and a half, if not more, in the summer, while officers em¬ 
ployed in the High Court enjoy a vacation extending at a stretch of over 
two months—nay more. With these words, I urge upon the Government 
to accept the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As regards this matter, the ques¬ 
tion relates to a subject which can only be finally dealt with by the 
Government of India. It is, I believe, one of the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission. The subject has been under the considera¬ 
tion of the Government and the High Court, and we are now awaiting the 
decision of the Government of India, so we are not in a position to give 
any definite reply in this matter, but it is purely one of the proposals of 
the Public Services Commission and as such has been engaging the atten¬ 
tion of the Government of India. 

The mover pressed his motionsto a division which resulted as follows 


ChatMihMri, Rai Haraadraaatli. 
ciiaudhuri. Sir At atatli. 

Oat, aaStt Ihitliiiiaetv. 

Parafiil, Hr. K. a M, 

OStM, Rai lahatfur Jagtndra Ohanstr. 
iCarim, MaaHri AMul. 

Karim, Mauivi PaHal. 


AYES. 


Haitra, Or. Jatindra Nath, 

Hikharji, Raha tatlHi CbaiMlra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Rahu tardi uhaadra.. 
MulMoli, Rasa Nirpdt Rdhan^ 

Ray, Rabu Sartndra Nath. 

Ray, Rabu Rijay 'Rretad •ingh.* 

Ray, flaba dORtiidnuKriihna. 








NOES. 


AtfriVi B«bu ANfiilya dIimm. 

AhmMi, KhM BalMiMr Maiilirt WMimMiin. 
AhmMli MUMlii ilafar. 

Alty« Shaikh Mahboah. 

All, ttmialil Amir* 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

■anna, Rai sahib yamfuman. 

■artaa, Mr. H. 

Bhattaabarji, Baba Haoi CbanSra. 

Bom,. Mr. S. M. 

Oatheart, Mr. M. 

Charmakar, Baba Raalk Chaatfra. 
CbatiShari, Baba TankanatR. 

Ohaudhuri, Khaa Bahadar Mauivi Katiar 
RahRian. 


Das Oapta, Baba NIbaraa Obaadra. 
Oa, Baba PaaiadraHd. 

OBtta, Baba Aaaaia Otaraa. 
Cardoa« Mr. A. D. 

Hua, Mauivi ikramul. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, Muaalii. 

MaWafc, Baba tarsadra Nath. 
Naskor, Baba Horn Chaadra. 
Foddar, Baba Ktsharam. 

Raaf, Mauivi Skyh Abdar, 

Salam, Khaa Bahadar Abdus. 
Sarkar, Baba RisMadra Nath. 
Stark, Mr. H. A. 
watsan^myth, Mr. R. M. 


The Ayes being 20 and the Noea 29, the motion was lost. 


InclusiDfi of Dar|eeling within the Reforms Soheme, 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURIl *^This Council recommends, to the 
Government that a representation be made to the Government of India 
urging upon that Government the desirability of including the district of 
Darjeeling within the Reform^ Scheme for the province of Bengal.” 

I do not think that much need be said in support of this resolution. 
Why Darjeeling was excluded is difficult for us to understand. I find 
from Notification No. 2 G., dated the 3rd January, 1921, of the Govern¬ 
ment of India published in the Calcutta Oazette{ExtTaaTdinaTy) of the 
same date, that the district of Darjeeling has been declared to be a back¬ 
ward tract and excluded from the Reforms Scheme. So far as the 
expression “backward tract” is concerned, I find that the Government 
of Bengal does not accept it. In fact the Government of Bengal said 
that this district did not answer to the description of “backward tracts ” 
as given in paragraph 199 of the Report. Then the question comes to 
this: how is the district backward? If it is a question of education, I 
find that the Government of India admit that the percentage of the literary 
population of the district is well above the average of the Presidency, 
and that the exclusion of the Darjeeling district is considered as a 
doubtful proposal. Apparently the Government was led to come to this 
conclusion upon a memorial which was presented to His Excellency the 
Viceroy and the Secretary of State foF^ India by an influential body of 
memorialists. That influential body was led, according to what I 
find from the Report, by a Dejmty Superintendent of Police, Mr. Laden 
La. I have the honour of knowing him. He is an excellent officer and 
socially he is also excellent in organising amusements. The deputation 
included among its members a very worthy individual—a billiard 
marker.' I will tell you the' name of the Association to which he 
belongs^it is the Gymkhana Club in which Mr. MacEe'nisie takes 
a veiy ‘active part. Well,* the billiard marker is a respectable 


durwan, caretaker or the chowkidar of the Baja of Dighapatia’a hoaae at 
Darjeeling. I do not know who ^e others were, but I am free to confess 
that the deputation was worthily led. Anyhow, it had the effect of mak¬ 
ing the Government shrink back from an obvious duty. Following that 
memorial, I find that there was another memorial sent up by a large num¬ 
ber of people. How that meeting was held and the memorial was sent up 
and who the signatories were I will tell you. There were about 275 hill- 
men whose names appear in the proceedings, and resolutions appear to 
have been passed at a meeting held on the 13th Karch, 1920, at which 
they adopted this memorial. Examining the constitution of that body, we 
find very estimable persons composed it. Amongst the persons who were 
present at that meeting, there were 10 dandywallahs, 35 rickshawallas, 
28 milk sellers or gowalas, 8 bearers and table boys, 7 butlers, 29 con¬ 
tractors including petty contractors and 78 more whose occupations are 
unknown. The memorial sent up by these people is of course very valu¬ 
able. The country is getting democratic and one cannot ignore them, 
and everyone is anxious to take note o;f their opinion, but when we find as 
against that memorial another memorial sent up by five hundred Gur¬ 
khas was ignored one begins to ask how the thing was worked. The last 
memorial 1 was referring to, was sent up shortly after the memorial 
which was presented by Mr. Laden La^ Mr. Laden Tja’s memorial speaks 
of a very large number of representative men, persons belonging to the 
district and refers to Lepchas, Bhutias and Nepalese. The second mem¬ 
orial that I referred to was a memorial from a very large number of Gur¬ 
khas aild Nepalese. So far as the Lepchas and the Bhutias are concerned 
I find that the former constitutes 3*65 per cent, of the total population, 
and the Bhutias 4 *06. So far as the Gurkhas are concerned they form 
54 per cent, of the population and yet the memorial by these people was 
apparently ignored. In this connection I should like to place before you 
the grounds which were made in the first memorial. The deputation 
headed by Mr. Laden La said:—* 

We have treated the moTcment for Home Rule with neglect and eren with 
disfavour. Ihere is no reid aflinity between the people of these Himalayan and 
sub-Himalaysn r^ions and those of the plains of Bengal. Geographically, 
racially, hi^rically, religiously, and linguistically, we have no alliance with the 
rest of Bengal. Religiously we are, as regards the Lepchas and the races of 
Tibetan origin as well as members of the Nepalese caste, quite distinct from the 
people of the plains; even the religious customs of the Nepalese who are classed 
as Hindus vary largely from those of the Hindus of Bengal. 

That is what they asserted; but I find in the memorial submitted by 
the Gurkhas that the '^Gurkhas are Aryans and therefore quite, distinct 
from the Mongolians and other races inhabiting Daijeeling and the ad¬ 
joining hills.** and that **Home Buie is necessary in India.** A memorial 
fnm people who constitute, the majority of the population assertsShat 
they consider Home Buie to be necessary^. Mr. Laden, La, Ims dui waii 
friand and tbe billiard morker however say that they Jook upon the Re- 



account. But is the Council going to accept an opinion of this character 
against the opinion of the people who have a real interest in the matter ? 
The Gurkhas are npt a backward people. I find that there are a large 
number of graduates coming from amongst them and they have fought 
for the British Government; whereas Mr. Laden Ia says that he and his 
friends claim to defend the frontiers and they have the right to do so and 
therefore their voice ought to be heard. One has never heard of them as 
fighting a single battle for the British. But we must not forget that the 
opinion of these gentlemen has prevailed against the opinion of a larger 
body of people. In this connection I find also that meetings were held 
and memorials were sent up by other bodies which have been ignored. 
The lual truth is that the planters opposed it and they carried the day. 
Bnt why did they oppose itP It is because they were afraid of the Ben¬ 
gali Ministers—a terrible triumvirate! There we have the Hon’hie Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter and the Hon’ble 
Nawab Sahib, but you have not found them at all terrible. So far as this 
House is concerned, we are very pleased with all of them and 1 do not 
think that you will accept the opinion of the planters that there are ter¬ 
rible possibilities behind them. My submission to you is that Parjeeling 
bad votes with regard to elections before the last one. The Darjeeling 
Municipality is, I think, one of the biggest in Bengal. Darjeeling is u 
large centre; it has an educated population, a large educated population 
and in fact it shelters the Bengal Government for a little time every year 
rightly or wrongly. Then we have two big subdivisions—Xurseong 
which is also a populous place and Kalimpong is growing eviry day. 
These are the three big centres and I do not see any reason why Darjee¬ 
ling should be excluded from the operation of the Keforms Scheme. 
There is a considerable feeling about this matter and I beg of you to 
accept the resolution which I have the honour to move. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAYs ],have great pleasure in supporting 
this resolution. As my friend, Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, has said, we do 
not know exactly why Darjeeling, which had enjoyed the benefits of the 
Morley-Minto Reforms and which used to send a representative, or at 
least had a voice in the election of a representative to the Bengal Legis¬ 
lative Council since the elective system was introduced, should have been 
by this Montagu-Cbelmsford scheme debarred from doing it. It is said 
that there was a deputation composed of some very estimable and respect¬ 
able gentlemen which waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy and the 
Right Hon’ble the Secreta^ of State, when he came to India. Sir Ashu- 
toeh Chaudhuri wanted to quote from the memorial, but he had not it 
bandy: I have got it and I‘shall quote the exact passage from that repre¬ 
sentation. The hillmen said:— 

We have hitherto absUined from all political agitation and we have treated 
the movement for Home Bale with neglect and even disfavour. Bnt tin» +h*f +!,« 


' io $ateguaTd ow future poeUion by presentiiig Gorenunent with » Btatement 
of our riewB on one point which Beems to ub of vital importance. 

They are all loyal subjects and they did not like to force the hands of 
the Government like the agitators of Bengal and other provinces of India. 
And what is the reward they have got for their loyalty P They have been 
treated as a backward people and they will have nothing to do with» and 
will have no voice in the affairs of the country. As has been stated by 
Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri, it is well known that the Darjeeling municipa* 
lity is one of the most important municipalities of Bengal, and that it had 
a very potent voice in the election of a member to the Bengal Legislative 
Council: it had about 8 or 10 votes, and these votes used to carry great 
weight in the election of a member. The gentlemen who could get the 
support of Darjeeling was, 1 think, almost sure of success in getting him¬ 
self returned to the Bengal Council. Then, the M\ihammadans of Dar¬ 
jeeling had also a voice, and they have been debarred from giving their 
votes by the present an*angements; also the tea-planting community 
have been debarred; but we have been told that the tea-planting commu¬ 
nity do not like to get the benefits'of the Reforms Scheme, but we must 
remember that there are besides the European planting community the 
Indian planting community as well in Darjeeling. There are also the 
landholders, and we should like to know whether the Indian planting 
community and the-landholders have > said that they do not want to get 
the benefits of the Reforms Scheme. 

My friend, Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri, has already stated that the Gur¬ 
khas made a representation to the Government of India, when they came 
to know that a representation had already been made by the hillmen. 
Well, it is well known that the Lepchas and Tibetans are all Mongolians, 
and that they have no afSnity with the people of Bengal, whereas the 
Gurkhas like the Bengalis are Aryans. I shall quote from Census figures 
and shall show that the Gurkhas made a representation to Government, 
in which they stated that they form about 54 per cent, of the population, 
and that the Lepchas and Tibetans form about 3*5 per cent. They 
said;— 

In 1837 when Br. Campbell was Superintendent of Darjeeling, the popu¬ 
lation was hardly 100 souls. Since then the Nepalese were induced to immigrate into 
Darjeeling where they steadily settled in increasing numbers and the latest Census 
• put their numbers in Darjeeling tA be 266,660. They are a pushing and thriving 
race, and the Hon’bte Mr, O’Malley thus mentions about them in the Darjeeling 
District Gazetteer The dominant race in Darjeeling is Uie Nepalese, which, with a 
strength of 134,000, accounts for more than half the population. They are a 
capable, cheerful and alert people.” 

Then there was a further representation tp Ihe Government of India 
and the Secretary of State on the 24th May, 1920, by tbe Gurkhas, and 
they quoted from the Ninth Despatch on Indian Constitutional Refdhns, 
in which we find the following:— 



Mongolian origin, among whom KepaloM, Lopohas, Bhntiaa and Tibetans are 
numeroua, while in the tarai thmre are large nnmbere of aboriglnea from Chota 
Nagp'ir and Sonthal Parganas. The percentage of ihe literate population 
ia well above the average for the presidency, but this is possibly due to the con¬ 
siderable Christian population. * 

That maj be, but why should the Christian population be deprived 
of the benefits of the Beforms Scheme. 

Then we find that the following significant passage in their represent¬ 
ation of the 24th May, 1920:— 

In asking for Reforms they do not for a moment think*of encroaching upon any 
party’s interests, what they mean is Reforms with adequate representation in 
the Council to safeguard their interests, thereby giving them a proper chance of 
evolving their destiny peacefully under the British direction and guardianship. 

Further on they say that the Sikhs of the Punjab and Anglo- 
Indians and Europeans have been granted separate communal represent¬ 
ation and they add:— 

No amount of argument can convince them how they are excluded, when their 
brothers-in-arms, the Sikhs, are included. It is assert^ that *'the Sikhs in the 
Punjab are a distinct and important people; they supply a gallant and valuable 
element to the Indian Army; but they are everywhere in a minority, and experience 
has shown that they go virtually unrepresented. To the Sikhs, therefore, and 
to them alone, we propose to extend the system already adopted in Uie case of 
Muhammadans ...” 

Th6 PRESIDENTS A great deal of all this has been said by Sir Asu- 
tosh Chaudhuri. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri has not 
quoted these passages from the representation, in which it is mentioned 
^at the Sikhs have been granted separate representation. If that is so, 
there is no reason why the Ourkhas should not be given such representa¬ 
tion, when it is well known that they have sacrificed their lives so much 
for the British Government. 

Then, as regards literacy, I may quote the following from the same 
representation:— 

According to Census of 1911, the number of literate persons per 1,000 of the 
total population of the district of Darjeeling was 169 males and 19 females against 
99 males and 4 females in Jalpaiguri, 108 males and 4 females in Dinajpur and 
76 males aqd 3 females in Rangpur. 

The number of persons literate in English per 10,000 of the district of Darjeeling 
was 306 males and 101 females i^inst 75 males and 3 females in Jalpaiguri, 52 
males and 1 female in Dinajpur and 52 males and 2 females in Rangpur. 

These figures conclusively show that the people of Darjeeling are 
more advanced from the educational point of view than the people of 
Jalpaiguri and Rangpur, and we find that whereas Jalpaiguri and Rang¬ 
pur have been given the benefits of the Reforms Scheme, the people of 



Mr. St M* BOSE: 1 wiah to thank the mover of the resolution for 
havinff brought to the notice of the Gotinoil a great piece of injustice done 
to the people of Darjeeling. The history of this injustice affords melan¬ 
choly reading; it shows how a.smpll but powerful section has so long been 
able to induce the Goyemment to run counter to the wishes of the people 
for, as has been already said, the exclusion has been mainly due to the 
activities of the Darjeeling Planters’ Association. I do not wish to 
repeat the facts which have already been referred to by the previous 
speakers, but I desire to lay stress on the fact that Darjeeling is not a 
backward area; it does not satisfy the definition of the term ** backward 
area” as given in paragraph 199 of the Joint Report and it has, as has al¬ 
ready been pointed out, been admitted by the Government of Bengal. It 
may be urged that the people desire exclusion, but that is not so. A very 
large number—over 54 per cent, of the population—desire to be included 
within the Reforms Scheme, '^'he real persons who oppose this inclusion 
are the handful of planters. Instead of Swaraj, they wanted planter^raj. 
In their memorial to the Government of Bengal, the Planters’ Association 
had the hardihood to say that the hill people strongly resented being placed 
in any way under Bengali Ministers and that any attempt to do so would 
give rise to a political situation which their Association contemplated 
with grave alarm. ,So utterly infeasible is this exclusion that I am not 
surprised to hear that there is a strong rumour that the Reforms Scheme 
will be extended to Darjeeling in 1924. But this belated piece of justice 
will not satisfy the people. 1 submit that Darjeeling should never have 
been excluded; and there is no reason why there should be a single day’s 
delay. Denial of franchise to Darjeeling is denial of justice. I therefoi'e 
hope that Government will take immediate steps to remedy this grievance 
of the people of the Darjeeling district. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I have not to make a 
long speech in supporting this resolution. It is quite evident, that the 
planters of Darjeeling were movqd to seek the services of a few hillmen 
in organizing, what they described as a Hillmen’s Association, with the 
sole object, it seems to me, to have a separate province, where they could 
reign supreme as in Olympia for the gods, but these gods living in the 
Himalayas do not live there for purpose of contemplation, but for purposes 
of making money. The personnel of the Hillmen’s Association has been 
very humourously described by Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri; and it appears 
strange that such a movement manufactured and engineered Iby a parti¬ 
cular olass of men should have hoodwinked the Secretary of State and the 
Government of India too, in excluding Darjeeling from the Reforms 
Scheme. Darjeeling, which is a part and parcel of this province and 
which had hitherto the right of electing a member to the Bengal Legis¬ 
lative Council, has been deprived of this right for no reason whatsoever. 
Nor^did the Government find it practicable to act up to the wishes of the 



ns tkat tke Right Hon'ble the Secretary of Stato conld not see through 
the designs of these men and did this sort of injustice to the people of 
Darjjpeling. While the whole country was aglow with enthusiasm on 
account of the coming reforms, the people of Darjeeling only felt that 
they had been deprived of their right of electing a member to the Bengal 
Legislative Council. It is quite time that the franchise should be exten> 
ded to the people of Darjeeling; and I do not like to go over^the grounds 
which have already been traversed with regard to the qualifications of 
the men of Darjeeling to exercise the franchise. A very large number 
of men liv3 in the town of Darjeeling. It is not a backward place 
and, as it has been already stated, the Municipality of Darjeeling is a 
very big one. I think it can boast of a better Town Hall than the met¬ 
ropolis of Bengal. So, under these circumstances, it is our bounden duty 
to ask the Government of Bengal to move the Government of India, and, 
if necessary, the British Parliament for removing this anomaly and for 
doing an act of baiu justice to Darjeeling. 

Rai JOGENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution. I do not wish it, however, to go forth to the world that 
this Council of Bengalis described the Bhutias and Tibetans as mere dandi- 
wallas. That expression should never have been used. We Bengalis, 
ought to know what a debt of gratitude we owe to the Tibetans; when 
Buktiar Kbiliji conquered Bengal and destroyed tbe books of India, most 
of what remained were taken to Tibet and they are still to be found there. 
The civilization of Tibet was in no way inferior to the civilization of India 
and the Tibetans ruled over Nepal and a very large part of Bengal. That 
fact should not be forgotten. The fact that Atisa Dwipankara, who hailed 
from Bikrampur, went to Tibet should not be forgotten. It should not 
he forgotten what close relationship existed at the time between Tibet 
and Bengal. Next, as to the main question we know what petitions are 
worth; they are put up by wirepullers. Government should decide the 
question on the merits of the case; and the best thing would be to give 
the Tibetans a seat in this Council and also the Gurkhas and Lepchas 
another seat. We should like very much that the Gurkhas and Lepchas 
should begin to come to the wider life of India. From this large view of 
the matter, I do hope that Government should include Darjeeling and also 
extend to it the . privileges of communal representation which have 
been extended to the Muhammadans. If this view is taken, I am sure 
even the dandiwallas of Darjeeling will not object. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I have great pleasure in supporting, the 
resolution of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri. I find that the tea planters have 
come in for a great deal of criticism. They were a power in the land and it 
is not unnatural that they do not like another power to set itself up side 
by side with them. Is it not a fact that even in this Council itself we find 


Ahmed brought m a measure which sought to give some of^their rights to 
the tenants and some of the samindars tried their best to oppose it ? So it 
was-quite natural that the planters opposed tfte inclusion of Darjeeling 
under the Reforms. All that it is necessary is that it should be our effort 
that justice be done to all people. Here we find that a wrong has been done 
somehow or other, and it is for us to see that it is remedied and I hope that 
when the recommendation goes from this Council, it will have the desired 
effect. 

The HMt’bla 8ir HENRY WHEELERi In so far as whatever action 
was taken in conne6tion with Darjeeling in its relation to the Reforms 
Scheme, was based upon the very palpably distinctive features of that 
district and upon the express wish, which was most carefully ascertained 
—so far as it could be ascertained—of the most influential sections of the 
people of that district, it isjsomewhat amusing in these days, when we 
hear so much of self-determination, to find these claims waived aside so 
lightly as has been done to-day; and 1 am not sure, after hearing the de¬ 
bate this afternoon, that these hillmen were not wise in expressing a pre¬ 
ference at any rate to be allowed for the present to work out their destinies 
in their own way* rather than to submit them to three eminent citizens of 
Calcutta and to two gentlemen whose names we had the pleasure of seeing 
this year in the list of temporary visitors to the hills. 

My objections to Sir Ashutosh Cl^audhuri’s proposals are based on 
general and on specific gfounds; and 1 will deal with the general grounds 
first. He is asking us at a time when the Reforms Scheme has scarcely 
been six months in working, to propose an alteratioq of one of its details, 
Now, quite apart from fundamental differences of principle, there are 
many details connected with the Reforms Scheme about which there were 
differences of opinion. As instances, 1 may mention the representation 
of Europeans, the representation of the zamindars and the representation 
of Indian commercial interests, while it would be easy to add half a 
dozen more. Are we in so short a space of time, at the instance of any 
particular section, to propose to the Secretary of State a reopening of the 
whole question? I venture to think that that is not a desirable or a work¬ 
able proposition. 

To turn to the particular case. The action which was taken was based 
on the fundamental differences existing between the Darjeeling district 
and the rest of Bengal—differences which seem so palpable that they 
scarcely need elaboration in detail, either linguistically or geographically 
or in any other direction. As has been said this afternoon, a deputation 
waited upon the Viceroy and Mr. Montagu and strongly pressed this 
.point of view; and what we are now asked to believe is that, under the 
malign influence of Mr. Laden La, a bluff was put up on the innocent 
Mr. Montagu and the still more innocent Lord Chelmsford—a bluff, too, 
connived at by the Deputy Commissioner, the Commissioner of the^ivi- 


Superintendei^t of Police f While, m eyerybody knows, Mr. Laden La 
is an absolutely typical hillman and an influential representatiye of the 
views of many of his kin^. But apart from the improbability of that 
deputation having been a bluff, it was Terified in the . succeeding 
year (1918) by the Deputy Commissioner, who again represented to us 
that he had been waited upon by 20 influential hillmen, who repeated the 
same requests as were contained in the memorial. There, again, are we 
to believe that the Deputy Commissioner, who had been several years in 
the district, was imposed upon at the instance of these wicked and deceit" 
ful people? On the basis of that representation, which we verified to the 
best of our ability, the proposal was put up to the Ooveriunent of India 
for the exclusion of this tract. 

When it was sent to the Government of India, it was carefully exam* 
ined, and 1 frankly admit that the Government of India did not at first 
wish to exclude this district if it could possibly be helped,' and they put 
an alternative proposal before us—details of which need not be given 
liere—but regarding which I may say that it was criticised unfavourably 
as being an impossible half-way house between the only real altematives 
of total inclusion or total exclusion. In view of the arguments urged by 
us, however, the Government of India eventually accepted our view, and 
recommended to the Secretary of State the exclusion of Darjeeling. 
Other evidence accumulated during this time as to the correctness of our 
view. There were at least two influential meetings held at Darjeeling in 
support of it, and I have got hei'e the lists of attendance at those meetings 
which include many hiJinien. It is a travesty of the facts to say that these 
meetings were non-representative and got up at the instance of disgmnt- 
ed tea-planters. Later local intrigues and jealousies got to work, and we 
had protests on the other side. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, in unfavourably 
criticising the first deputation, has given us to understand that all the evi¬ 
dence on which we relied is of little weight. Fortunately, when these 
jealousies developed, we made inquiries of Mr. Goode, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, as to their true origin, and I have here his note in which he tells 
us something of those representatives who were working on the other 
side. I need not enter into details of local intrigue, but as to the person¬ 
nel here are some particulars. In referring to a meeting at Kalimpong, 
Mr. Goode says that it was presided over by a retired sub-inspector of 
police. Personally, of course, I do not consider that a disqualification, 
though some of our critics ordinarily would. But the note says that he 
did not understand for what purpose the meeting had been call^ and that 
he did not know English.j^ Amongst those present were A. B., a dismissed 
head clerk of the khas mahal office, and B. C. D. who was formerly 
a manager of a local press. Then Mr. Goode goes on with the signatories 
of another memorial, and states that a gentleman who was described as 
a B.A. was not a B.A. at all, and had been in Sikkim since the beginning 
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school; another, one of the assistant masters, whose political antecedents 
were not free from reproach, represented the Bengali agitation which was* 
the chief element among the SUignri memorialists. Several of the names 
of signatories were in the same liandwriting and presumably repsesented 
illiterate persons. K. F; was a dismissed sub-inspector of police. G. H. 
possessed one pony which he hired out. J.K. was a tea-shop servant. 
Other signatories were masons, coolies, chapfasies, butchers, vegetable- 
sellers, small shop-keepers and motor-drivers, while two vemacnlar names 
merely meant a second son and a youngest son. 1 put it to the Council 
whether, in face of this, Sir Aslvitosh Chaudhuri has not perhaps been 
somewhat unwise in accepting as gospel truth the representations of 
these men and their friends. 

Well, Sir, as I have said, the Government of India represented our 
view to the Secretary of State, by whom it was provisionally accepted. 
But at the same time the Secretary of State expressed a desire—which of 
course will be loyally followed—that opportunities should be given in 
this Council for the discussion of matters appertaining to the Darjeeling 
district and the answering of questions relating to its local affairs. This 
has been provided for in the nQtilieation and, so far as need be, will be 
ensured by executive action. I should add that the Secretary of State 
also in his provisional acceptance made it conditional on the preparation 
of a scheme of local self-government.^ That is at present being worked 
out and proposals are being formulated. When effect is given to it, the 
wishes of the local people can he more easily ascertained. And I put it to 
the Council, apart from the general argument against discussing anew 
individual items of the Beform Scheme at so ^arly a date, is it not wiser, 
even in the case of Darjeeling, to wait and see how this plan of local self- 
government develops? It is perfectly possible that in future years the 
local people, having had more experience of the working of this Council, 
may wish their position to be reconsidered. The proper time to do 8(» 
will naturally be when the next election of this Council comes on, in about 
two and a half years* time. Until the next election it would be impossi¬ 
ble to enfranchise those in the district who would vote on the general 
electoral rolls of samindars, Europeans, etc., and that fact points to a 
period two years hence, that is to say, six months before the next election, 
-as the natural time for re-opening the question. By then the local Gov¬ 
ernment will be in a position to consider the matter after watching 
the development of local self-government and ascertaining the wishes of 
the local people. But I submit that a recommendation of this kind at 
the present moment is neither opportune nor wise. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have very little to add to 
what 1 have already said. 1 may say, hoWever, that I did not use any 
adjectives when I was referring to Mr. Laden La—tlie adjectives are due 
to the. literary prooliTities of Sir Heniy Wheeler. 


reference. 'It luaj be tbat Mr. Laden La led the one and a dismissed 
police officer led the other. It is perfectly possible that a defunct police- 

officer was played off against tlie other one. 

# 

Nof is it necessary for me to say that the Secretary of State and ^ia 
Ezcelleucy the Viceiroy were bluffed.*’ We hare been engaged in the 
game of bluff for a great many years. Whenever Bengal submitted re¬ 
presentations during the partition signed by lakhs we were told that it 
was merely bluff. In this case we have a representation by an Insignifi¬ 
cant number of people and we are told that they were not indulging in the 
game of bluff. Bluff requires n definitfon, which Las never been found 
yet. 

So far as Sir Henry Wbeeler’s assurance is concerned, ibat tbe whole 
question will be reconsidered two years bence, and six months before 
tbe next election, we are somewhat surprised that a promise of that kind 
should be .made. It is interesting to note that we who have been en¬ 
deavouring to get some sort of reforms for years have not yet been 
thought fit for the larger privileges we have claimed, but the hill people^ 
of the Darjeeliag district will be found qualified in two years time for re- 
froms when tbe period of training for them will be a sboft- one. We have 
had a long time to wait and some people still doubt if wc are fit, but 
tbe bill people apparently have succeeded inproving that they will be fit 
within such a short time. They are to be congratulated. 

So far as tbe bill people are concerned, if literacy is a test, it is a fact 
that they are not less literate than other jieople in this province and if 
we come to compare these people with some of the people in other 
districts in Bengal what difference do we findP None at all. There 
is no reason for not extending the same privileges which have been 
extended to us. 

I am confident that the resolution will commend itself to this 
House. 

t 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Investigation JVgarding beriberi and epidemic dropsy in Bengal. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs ‘'This CouncU 
recommends to the Government that an investigation be forthwith under¬ 
taken into the prevalence of beriberi and epidemic dropsy in Bengal, 
with a view to discovering the best means of preventing the spread of 
these diseases.” 

The resolution is with reference to the public health question. In 
moving this resolution I cannot help confessing to a feeling of despair 
as to the future of this country. Bengal has become the breeding 
ground of epidemic and the health position of the country is daily 


time is to make proper investigation as to the cause or causes oi its 
spread and to adopt prompt remedial measures. Dietetic experiments 
in the Philippines have confirmed the view that it is a disorder depend¬ 
ing upon an imperfect dietary. 

In the Straits Settlements and Malay it has been the cause of high 
mortality and Japanese sailors, soldiers, and prisoners in jail, prior 
to 1834, were frequently disabled by beriberi. Pecent researches have 
shown it to be a deficiency disease caused by a deficiency in the essen¬ 
tial substance in dietary. 

z The two epidemics are fery plevalent among the Malayese, 
Chinese, and Japanese and during the Kussian War, more than 60,0OU 
cases occurred in the Japanese Army.. The disease prevails excessively 
in the Philippines. In India^the labouring classes and the poor are 
markedly affected, and for the last three or four years the disease is 
causing enormous economic loss; and efficiency of labour has ^so been 
seriously affected. 

The disease is also prevalent in Bengal, especially in the Howrah, 
Hooghly, Burdwan and other districts and makes a large addition 
to the death roll of the country. 

It has been stated that this disease is due to a diet of rice from which 
the peri-crop has been removed in what is called ** polishing and mill¬ 
ing.** It has been also said that Takogi eradicated beriberi from the 
Japan Navy by modifying rice diet. 

In Malay healthy coolies fed on white rice developed beriberi 
whereas others living on brown I’ice remained healthy. In Bengal the 
classes affected generally take Rangoon rice. The chief dificiency 
between Bengal and Kangoon rice is that tbe latter is deprived of its 
sub-pericarpol layers, t.c., so-called beriberi Vitamine. According to 
Frank, this substance, when not present in the food, causes the break¬ 
down of the nerve tissues and give rise to the signs hnd symptoms of 
beriberi. Some research work in Bengal was undertaken in the Medical 
College Hospital in 19X9-20 by Lieutenant-Colonel D. McCay, i.H.s., to 
determine the cause and the best means for prevention, but up to now 
no report has been submitted or published, nor does the Government 
seem to have taken any action to fight out the disease as yet. Much 
has been done to prevent the disease, particularly in Japan. There has 
been more remarkable triumph of modem Hygiene than Takogi’s dietetic 
returns in the Japanese Navy. Everywhere in the East a change in the 
diet has been followed by the disappearance of the disease. 

Now that the widespread character of the disease cannot be disput¬ 
ed and high medical authorities are of opinion that diseases of this 
character are preven^ble, I ask this Council to accord their support to 
this resolution. 



and save its time il 1 say at once that 1 accept the resolntion of luy hou’ble 
friend subject to one very small modification—the elimination of only 
one word in the second line of his resolution. The hon’ble member wants 
a committse to be appointed '^forthwith.” It is somewhat mandatory, 
somewhat peremptory eveii when it comes from my hon’ble friend. I 
have no doubt that he will agree to modify the peremptory nature of his 
demand, and in that case 1 wnuid .be glad to accept his resolution. 

^ Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs 1 accept the modifi¬ 
cation, Sir. 1 have always thought however that the Oovernment coach 
moves very slowly. That is the reason why I used the word ‘^forthwith*’. 

Tha Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Yes, the move¬ 
ments of Government are slow, as it must move according to conditions, 
circumstances and opportunities. I am glad that my hon’ble friend has 
agreed to .omit the word thus making it possible for me to accept the reso¬ 
lution. 

1 am sure we have all listened with very great interest and I may say 
with no little admiration to- the exhaustive dissertation of my hon^ble 
friend who has gone fully into the causes of the disease, the range of its 
scope, etc., etc. And in this view, it struck me, as I was listening to his 
speech, that perhaps it was not necessary, when my hon’ble friend him¬ 
self was prepared to enlighten the Council to have*"a committee at all. 
1 may point out to my hon’ble friend, however, that Government 
have not being sleeping over this matter. My friend ‘has mentioned 
a certain inquiry which was initiated by Colonel McCay but which 
could not be finished by him. I also desire to call attention to 
the expert investigation made by Colonel Creagb. His reports contain 
very useful information which will be found to be vey helpful. 
Dr. Bentley last year applied to the Government of India for an expert 
for investigation into the causes of beriberi. His request could not be 
granted and so (lie inquiry could not *be held. The inquiry of course 
would depend on funds. Dr. Bentley was of opinion that a 6\im of 
Ks. 20,000 woiild be needed. I am sure if the House accepts this reso¬ 
lution, the money would be provided. That being so, I accept the reso¬ 
lution in its modified form. „ 

The motion was put in the modified form and agreed to. 


Condition of tho Saraswati river. 

BabuSATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: This Council recom¬ 
mends tp the Government .that early steps he taken to inquire into the 
present condition of the Saraswati river, in the districts of Hooghly and 
Howrah, and to adopt measures to clear the same afid to widen and deepen 
the said nver to admit a flow of fresh water.** 


that the village Satgong situated on its banks was known as the royal 
port of Bengal. Kany populous villages stand on both banks of the river, 
but the present condition of thoK villages is too deplorable to be de¬ 
scribed. Malaria and cholera are causing a havoc in these villages. This 
river serves three-fold purposes—it serves the purposes of irrigation, 
drinking v^ter and also of the drainage of the country. We say that 
it is a very narrow channel and the water during many months of the 
year is undrinkable and the people absolutely get no water. Moreover, 
the little water that nan be found in the river is overgrown with water- 
hyacinth. Besides there is another matter which has been neglected. 
There are bunds, there are embankments and bridges thrown across the 
river and the result is that the river is going to be killed. The river is 
called ''Notified River.** I do not know under what section and of what 
law it has been notified. It is jT very important river. It passes through 
two important districts of Bengal, viz.y Hooghly and Howrah. There¬ 
fore, I have brought this to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Sanitation. Now, Sir, the demand embodied in the resolution is a very 
modest one and consists of three parts—^firstly, a request for inquiry 
into its present condition; secondly, to adopt measures to clear the river 
of water-hyacinth and other weeds so that the people living on both sides 
of the river may safely use the water; pnd thirdly, td widen and deepen 
the said river. The only objection that may be urged against the adop¬ 
tion of this resolution is the question of costs, but I am quite confident 
that the costs that may have to be incurred to carry out this resolution 
may be realised from the people liring on both sides of the river. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution. I have taken much interest in regard to the excavation 
of this river, and in the old Council in the year 1918,1 brought the matter 
to the notice of Government and I find that some effective steps have been 
taken. The river goes from Bl^irathi near Bajganj and ends in Tribeui 
which is in the district of Hooghly. Government were pleased to allow 
a certain snm of money—I now forget the actual amount—^it was more 
than a lakh of Rupees, and afterwards another grant of Rs. 40,000. I do 
not know why the work did not proceed, probably on account of want'of 
ffinds. But it is necessary, highly necessary, that Government should 
take effective steps for its excavation. If I describe the condition of the 
villages on both sides of the Saraswaii, once a broad, navigable river; if 
I describe the insanitary condition of the lands close hy, if I describe to 
you the health of the people of the locality, if 1 describe to you the actual 
diseases which are occurring in those localities^ I am sure that there will 
not be one of dissentient voice in advocating iihe resolution. Now I have 
personally seen the condition of the river and I have seen that trees have 
grown on some parts of the silted up lands. The question therefore is— 
we are talking about public health, we are formulating schemcis here and 



sure prosperity' will come back to Bengal, otberwise not. The Minister in 
charge of Sanitation told ns one day that if he got money he would be in 
a position to drive malaria out of the country within a short-time. But 
as regards the question of money that is for deyemment to consider. 1 
consider the health problem is a very important one, and the attention of 
our Minister ought to be first directed towards this mattmr. That is all 
that we can say. It is forXloyemment to find out the money; it is for us 
to advise Government what is to be done. If the whole scheme ia before 
the Couucd tiien it will be necessary for us to discuss the whole matter. 
We are perfectly in the dark as to what steps had been taken and what 
steps Government propose to take. Our earnest desire is that Govern¬ 
ment should take the whole matter into their consideration. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The history of the Saraswati is a tra¬ 
gedy. From the onoe well-known river, it has now dwindled into a mere 
streamlet, unnavigable even after the rain. It is mentioned as far back 
as in the twelfth century, in Muhammadan inscriptions and books and 
even in the maps of Valentine (1660-70) where it is shown as a large 
stream. Then began its deterioration as is shown in Bennel’s Map in 
1779-81, and half a century ago it was a dead river represented merely 
by a chain of pools. Water was then let into it in connection with the 
Eden Canal Scheme, by a cnit from Sana Nadi near Gopalnagar and 
it became a running tiny stream though much silted up. The hanks of 
the Saraswati are very densely populated, and the river is the only source 
of water-supply to the villagers, both for irrigation and domestic pur¬ 
poses, there l»eiitg no tanks worth speaking of, in many villages, particu¬ 
larly in the Singur police-station, in the district of Hooghly. Between 
1912 and 1916, certain correspondence passed between the representatives 
of the abovementioned villages and the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal 
regarding the flow of water in Saraswati. The matter was subsequently 
taken up by the Government and a continuous flow was maintained, till 
the beginning of the current year, when the flow ceased in portions in the 
Singur police-station. The condition of the people of the adjacent vill¬ 
ages during the hot season, with the bed of the streuulet entirely dried 
up and choked with rank vegetation can be better imagined than 
described. 

Petitions were submitted, but the usual procedure prevented prompt 
action, in spite of the extreme ur|^ncy of the matter. 

The people were compelled to have recourse to the unwholesome water- 
supply of the insanitary dohas for drinking and other domestic purposes, 
the inevitable restilt being the outbreak of cholera and -other bowel 
complaints in these villageis. Even the dohai were diying up and the 
people had the dreary prospect of absolute want of water-supply, when 
fortunately the tain catnp. There is an anti-malarial drainage scheme of 
the Saraswati in Howrah in progress, but the immediate need of the 


request the guthontiea to take up the matter in hand immediately and 
redress the indescnhable sufferings of the people. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: Belonging to the district of 
Hoogly, I feel it my duty to support this resolution and to say a few 
words in connection with it. I know the rirer Saraswati itself, 1 know 
its present deplorable condition, 1 know that it has ceased to be a riyer 
long ago. I further know what troubles have arisen in the whole of the 
locality to whi('h she used tn supply water before from the point of view 
of sanitation. The great pity is that a question like this cannot but 
bring disappointment. Besolutions might be passed, but Government 
will pay very little attention to them. The question of sanitation does not 
affect the Europeans much. It is a matter which has received very scanty 
attention from Government and it is welhknown. Tou may pass any 
number of resolutions, but the fact is that Government will not care for 
them. If it were the Police, many a stalwart would have stood up and 
gone on asking for more and more. But when it is the question of sani¬ 
tation, I say with all the responsibility that I have that there is a perfect 
and systematic neglect on the part of Government. Why P because it is 
the poor Indians who suffer in this matter. The rich European—I mean 
the few officials who live in the mufassal—^they do not care for all tfiis. 
They are too rich even to be afraid qf malaria, too influential even to be 
approached by it> and so long it is a question of the suffering of our own 
people it matters very little to them. 

Well, Sir, so far as this resolution is concerned, I may tell you that 
a considerable portion of the Hoogbly district has been made absolutely 
malarious on account of this river being silted up. There were days 
before 1860 when Hoogbly and Burdwan were very healthy. In those 
days the family seat of the Hon’ble the Kaharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan was a sanitarium. People from this side of Bengal used to go 
to Burdwan to drink the water of •the river Banka for the purpose of get¬ 
ting rid of many of their ailments. What is Burdwan to-day P Ijet the 
Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur say. So far as the town of Burdwan 
is concerned, I say that. Let the Hon’ble the Member say as regards the 
rest of Burdwan, the mufassal. It is a matter of great joy to us that he 
has got a palatial residence in Calcutta, otherwise I am sure the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan would have broken down in health 
long ago. I congratulate him. If he had to remain in Burdwan, even 
he, I suppose, would have suffered considerably from the effects of 
malaria. That is the position. But the real question is why do not 
Government care for thisP There is something in us—the fault is to 
be found with us for not being able to make Government take adequate 
care aboilt our health and life. There is something in us which does 
not command respect for which the Government do not come forward to 
do all that is necessary in this behalf and to do their own duty in this 



legitimate conclusion. If we, the people of this country, were to com- 
hine and to declare in one voice that the first thing we want is to make 
the country a healthy one, the Government must do it before it spends, 
misspends or squanders money in other directions. We will not listen 
to any other reason and Government will be obliged to do it. 
The weakness lies with us and Government takes advantage of it; 
nothing more nothing less. If we who represent the mufassal all 
combine and push it with all the vigour that it demands and with all 
the emphasis that is necessary, how long can the Government or for 
the matter of that any Government in the world, however great, liow- 
ever strong, remain apathetic f But we are not prepared to do it that is 
the whole question. We sometimes move in a spirit like that and Govern¬ 
ment know that these are the people who will shout and then go to sleep. 
Government further know that those people among us who shout are the 
people of the town and they shoiit because they do not suffer themselves. 
Nothing like suffering, personally in your family, in your childi'en and all 
that. Mere theoretical realisation of the position is not enough. Most 
of us who are in the Council from the western part of Bengal live in 
Calc\itta and therefore we are free from the baneful effects of unhealthi¬ 
ness and malaria in the mufassal. Big zamindars and Bajas have left 
their homes and have come to live in Galciitta not for electric fans and 
lights, hut for the fear of malaria. It is a misfortune to our C/Ountry that 
our zamindars are leaving their places and are coming to Calcutta. If 
they had been there they would have tried to improve it. Theii' absence 
from the places makes those places absolutely hopeless. That is the 
situation. 

Then the question that is before us is with regard to this particular 
river and with regard to the ill-effects that the silting-up of this river has 
caused in the district of Honghly and partly also in the district of Howrah. 
But this is only one instance. There are hundreds of instances in W est- 
ern Bengal where malaria is raging and. nothing is being done. Schemes 
are being formed, only to be overlooked and neglected. Officers are 
being consulted and notes recorded only to be relegated to an unknown 
portion of the Bengal Secretariat. That is the way in which our Gb)vern- 
ment work is done. Look at the Malaria Commission and look at all those 
things which the Government do from time to time as a solace as a sop to 
the cries of the people. I say that Government have very little desire to 
help in this matter, and it is our bounden duty—nay it is our sacred duty 
—^to combine and make the Government do this for the sake of our life 
and health and for the sake of the people in the mufassal. 

With these few words, I support this resolution. 


(lEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATfON (the 
Hon’blo the Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan): Sir, on a simple 


malaria bacauso lie practieee at Alipore. But I sHall lay aside nis argu¬ 
ments as tbey were a general indictment against tbe Oovemment regard¬ 
ing its dereliction of duty with regard to malaria and other things which 
relate to the Departments of the* popular portion of Government—^the 
Ministers. I am sorry that the Minister in charge of the Department 
was not present here to receive the illuminating ideas given hy Bahu 
Surendra Nath Mulli(dE this afternoon. 

What I am concerned with immediately is as to whether any steps 
could be taken to improve the condition of the Saraswati river. Begard- 
ing that the most clear statement that has been made to this House to-day 
has been by the mover of the resolution, because he naturally has been 
able to give us all facts coimected with it in a better manner than the 
gentleman living in Calcutta, who, I do not think, travels much on the 
East Indian Bailway betwee^Calcutta and Burdwan for, if he did, he 
would have been able to give us the true condition of the Saraswati river. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: The Hon’ble Maliamjadhiraja 
Bahadur is absolutely wrong as I do travel very often on the East Indian 
Bailway. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN S Anyone travelling that side could have at once seen that 
the Saraswati river or what is left of i,t is more like n nullah than a river. 
So there is no question as to the condition of the Saraswati river being 
what Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji has said in his speech. The ques¬ 
tion of improving the Saraswati river has already been investigated. 
As a result a length of about five miles of the lower end has been excava¬ 
ted lately. The question of a fresh-water supply in the upper reaches 
is, however, a difficult one, because the best way in which this could be 
done, would be by drawing a supply from the Damodar river. The 
Damodar Canal scheme has recently received the sanction of the Secre¬ 
tary of State. It will soon be put before the Standing Committee to 
consider as to what steps should be taken regarding it. It is an expen¬ 
sive scheme and as such I have my doubts as to wbeiber, at tbe present 
moment in the present condition of finances of the province, it will be 
pushed through. But if the scheme fructifies, it will be possible to run 
down an assured supply of fresh water into the river Saraswati. Any 
improvement in the bed of the‘dead i*iver in its upper reaches will then 
be taken up. In tbe meantime, an inquiry is being made to find out tbe 
feasibility of drawing a suiiply from the river Hoogbly from the Tribeni 
Gbat, and this subject is now receiving tbe attention of Government. 
The question as to the adojition of this resolution really means adopting 
what we have already done or are doing. If,, however, it will give any 
satisfaction to those interested in the scheme, I am quite prepared to 
accept the re.solution if the word early ** be deleted from tbe first Hne, 
for this reason and no other than this scheme depends on the cempletion 
of the Damodar Canal project. Steps are being taken, ^and will continue 



into the Saraswati river is not possible unless the Damodar Canal project 
Was pushed through. For these reasons, if the mover of the resolution 
deletes the word ** early ** from his resolution, I am quite willing to' 
accept it on behalf of Government. 

BabU SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : Having regard to the assu¬ 
rance given by the Hon’ble Mahaiajadhiiaja Bahadur of Burdwan, I am 
quite willing to delete the word early from the first line of my reso¬ 
lution. 

The amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Distribution of Prooeedings of the Legislative Council. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Sir, as motions Nos. 31 and 32 
are practically on the same lines as my resolution, I beg permission to be 
allowed to move a consolidated resolution embodying a few verbal 
changes. The resolution will then run as follows: “ This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that a copy of the Legislative Council Proceed¬ 
ings be supplied free to different Government offices, public associations, 
district and local boards and municipalities in Bengal,, principal news¬ 
papers and public libiaries of Calcutta and the mufassal Bar libraries 
and other important lawyers* associations in the Presidency and such 
other offices or persons or bodies as Government may think proper.** 

This was agreed to. 

The desirability of wide publicity of the Council proceedings is recog¬ 
nised on all hands. The more the public know about the doings of the 
Council the better for all concerned. It was admitted by the Hon*ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler, during the discussion of Mr. D. C. Ghose*s resolution 
yesteday, that the pmoeedings would have a far-reaching influence in 
moulding the destinies of the country and that it was desirable that the 
voters should know the attitude of their representatives and of the Gov¬ 
ernment. The publication will also be a good check upon persons sitting 
on the fence. Further a strong party outside has no particular affection 
for the present Council Government. Though this party can allow going 
into the District and Municipal Boards it cannot bear the name of the 
Council. Not only the activities of the Council are always belittled and 
sometimes pervert^, it never conceals that it denies altogether that in 
the present Council Government the representatives of the people have 
got any power or scope to do good to the country. It will he idle to pre¬ 
tend that this party does not count or that it has not captured the imagi¬ 
nation of a large section. To undo the effects of such preachings-^t 
least to a great extent—^it is necessary that Council proceedings should 
be made easily available /ox general public. One may not have rapturous 
admiration for the Council, but we, who have come Here to work, should 
be actuated by one desire of working it out to a success—of course, if that 
is possible. This will not prevent our pointing out the defects of the 


one and it wants a little more extension of the present free distribxition 
oi the proceedings. One thousand five hundred copies are now printed 
and about half are supplied free to many Government offices and officers 
and members of the Council. Another 500 to 1,500 copies with the resi¬ 
due will be sufficient for extending the distribution to the other associa¬ 
tions and persons referred to in my proposal. Bar associations, especial¬ 
ly in the mufassal, exercise a great influence on public opinion. To them 
and to the public associations, Government measures are invariably sent 
for opinion. Is it not then proper and fair that a copy of the Council pro¬ 
ceedings should also be sent to them? 

To print the extra copies required will not cost much. The same 
machinery and staff will do the work and additional cost will only be prac¬ 
tically for the additional paper. 

Prompt publication of the Council proceedings would no doubt be very 
desirable. The local papers do, in fact, so far as their space allows, pub¬ 
lish iinpoi*tant portions of the speeches and other proceedings. For cur¬ 
rent purposes it serves very usefully and for this we rather should be 
thankful to the press than otherwise. For general reference, however, 
and for more ooirect and comprehensive knowledge one has to refer to the 
Government publications of the proceedings which give the true and 
accurate picture of what occurs in the Council. 

1 therefore hope the resolution will be accepted. * 

Kumar 8HIB8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I understand that the mover 
of the resolution has accepted a part of my resolution. That being so, I 
have nothing further to add to what the mover of the resolution has said. 

The PRE8IDENT: There is a resolution to be moved by Mr. Syed 
Erfan Ali which was in the nattire of an amendment. He is absent and 
the resolution is therefore considered to be withdmwn. 

It was as follows: '‘That after the word 'municipalities* the 
following be inserted, viz.f * and •recognised associations, principal news¬ 
papers and public libraries.* ** 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I rise to support the resolu¬ 
tion which has been just placed before this Council. At the beginning, 
I must say that I am not actuated by the motive, as has been suggested 
by some members of this House the other day when the resolution of 
Mr. D. C. Ghose was before this House. It is regrettable that such 
remarks have come from hon’ble members of this Council against another 
hon*ble member of this House. 1 must say here that I voted against that 
resolution and my reason for voting against that resolution was that that 
resolution demanded that translations in Bengali and reviews or accountd 
in Bengali of the proceedings of this Council should be circulated to the 
different bodies mentioned therein. I always find during my couiee of 
experience of proceedings in courts that happy translations aed reviews 



during the course of the Council proceedings in the previous session, 
abolished, and which will be reintroduced in another shape. But the 
present resolution is quite a different thing. It is a demand by the mover 
of the resolution that certain copies of the Council proceedings be cir¬ 
culated amongst different bodies as Bar libraries, newspaper editors 
and such other bodies. If we want to make the reforms a success 
it is necessary that the public should be informed of the proceedings of 
the Council so that they may judge what the Council is doing and what 
their representatives are doing here on behalf of, their constituencies. 
But there are some members who are very nervous and who say 
that it is nothing but self-advertisement. If that be the case, let them 
replace the name of the member by the name of the constituency such as 
the hon’ble member for such and such constituency, so that self-advertise¬ 
ment will not be made, as they are afraid of that. If we do not enlighten 
the public bodies what we are doing in this Council Chamber, then I 
think the people will not be in a position to know what we ai’c doing. 
When the local newspapers of Calcutta always publish meagre reports— 
and it is not always possible for them also to publish the reports of the 
proceedings of the Council in detail—and when the practice in previous 
years was to publish the proceedings of the Council in the Calcutta 
Gazette, I do not find what harm will be done in circulating a few more 
copies of the Council proceedings to public bodies as has been suggested 
by this resolution. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi'ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): Sir, this resolution is somewhat similar to the one 
which we discussed the other day, the main difference, and an important 
difference, being that whereas to introduce the system which was recom¬ 
mended previously necessitated the setting up of new machinery, effect 
could be given tp this proposal merely by an expansion of our existing 
practice, namely, by printing more copies of our proceedings than we now 
do. To that extent this proposal can be carried out more easily and at 
less expense than that which was made before. As I explained the other 
day, we do akeady distribute our proceedings on a fairly extensive free 
list which stands roughly at about 700 copies. That includes Government 
officers; a few newpapers, about 21; a few libraries, 9 in Calcutta, 27, 
outside; and one Bar library and the attorneys* association in Calcutta. 
We priat altogether about 1,600 copies at a cost of some Bs. 22,500. 
That number 1,600 includes some 300 copies which are on sale^ and it also 
includes a certain number of copies sent to subscribers to the Gazette who 
used to get the proceedings at the time they were included as part of the 
Gazette. If effect was given to this proposal, so far as I can rnnVti, out, it 
might mean an addition of something in the neighbourhood of 600 or 600 
ihore oop^; that is to say, there appear to be 82 associations, which are 


newspaper list amounts to 118. Taking those figures, and allowing lor 
the eliminatio^i of the less important bodies, especially among libraries and 
associations, I should say roughly the proposal would mean an addition 
of something in the neighbourhood of 600 copies. Taking our present 
costs as Bs. 22,600 I suppose that the proposal would mean an addition 
to our expenditure of a few thousand rupees. If the Council desire that 
this should be done. Government will have no objection to the suggestion, 
but I would ask that the details of the list be left in the hands of Govent- 
ment. That is to say, if the proposal is accepted we should naturally 
supply to all district and local boards and municipalities—which are 
more or less on one level—but in the case of many associations, and still 
more many libraries, there is a large variety in importance and size and to 
some it will scarcely be necessary to send our proceedings. I take it that 
we should deal with the matter as we do now; we receive an application, 
and if we think that the particular applicant merits the concession, we 
put him on the free list. Assuming that the resolution is interpreted in 
that way, leaving us a certain amount of discretion as to details, I have no 
objection to it. 

BabU ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; 1 thank the Hon’ble Member 
in charge for practically accepting my resolution. I would only point out 
that the cost of publication will not l^e a few thousand rupees because the 
cost of printing 500 copies will be the additiSnal cost of paper only, and 
secondly, the last portion of my resolution will clearly show that it is 
intended to give a certain amount of discretion to Government for the pur¬ 
pose of distributing the Council proceedings free especially to the minor 
bodies. 

The amended resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned to 8 p.m. on Thursday, the 7th July, 
1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PrMdtdIngt of the Bengal Legislative Council asaambled under the 
provisions of the Coveripnant of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 7th July, 1921, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

A 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’blo the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 98 nominated 
and elected members. 


Btarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Teaching staff of the School of Tropical Medicine. 

*XXXIX. Or.JATINDRA NATHMOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Ministm* in charge of the Department of IjOC^uI Self-Government be 
pleased to state— • 

(t) the number of professorships that have been (treated in the 
School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, with emoluments 
sanctioned for each of them; and 

(it) the names of the professors already appointed ? 

(h) How many vacancies in professorships and assistant professor¬ 
ships remain still to be filled up ? 

(c) Are these vacancies going to advertised in the public press P 
(<f) Are the claims of suitable Indian medical practitioners (official 
and non-official) to be considered along with those of Eui'opeansP 
(e) Is the selection to be made by the Government of Bengal or by 
Government of India P 

(/) Is it a fact that it is the intentiop of Government to give these 
professors high salaries, and some additional remuneration, and to 
debar them from the privilege of private practice P 

(y) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, will 
also be the Professor of Hygiene in addition to his own duties P 

(h) If so, what will be his additional remuneration, and the num¬ 
ber of hours he will have to devote to his new duties P 
• '■ 

MINISTER in Charge -of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 



(b), (c), {d)f (e) and (/) This Government are not at present 
in a position to make a statement as the matter is under consideration 
of the Government of India. 

(p) The answer is in the negative. 

(%) This does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XXXIX (a). 


(0 


(«> 

Kumber of appointments 
alrsad; oreatcd, 


Pay already ProfesaoEB already 

sanotionea. appointed. 



Bs. 

(1) Director and Professor 
of Tropical Medicine. 


1,800 Lt.-Col. J. W. Mogaw, 

I.M.B. 

(2) Professor of Patiiolojiy, 
Bacteriology ami 

Helmiutliolo^ 

Pny 

Allowance 

... 750—1,650 Major R. Knowles, 

300 

(3) Professor of Protossoo- 
logy and Entomology 

Pny 

Allowance 

... 750—1,650 „ H. W. Acton, i.H.B. 

... 300 

(4) Professor uf Pliarmaco- 
logy ... 

\ 

Pay 

Allowance 

... 750*—1,650 „ R. K. Chopra, I.H.B. 

‘ ... . 300 

(5) Professor of Dlocheiuts* 
try mid Serology ... 


. To lie held hy the Imperial 

Serologiat without extra 


remuueration. 

N. propoMls for the staff and pay are under the consideration of the Giovernment of 

India. 

Revised pay and prospecte of Sub-Deputy Collector and Sub-Registrars. 
*XL. Babu KISHORI MMAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'hle 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Deptirtmeiit be pleased to 
state from what date the scheme for the imiB'ovement of the pay and 
prospects, of the Sub-Deputy Collectors and Sub-Kegistrars will be given 
effect to ? 

MEMBER in charge of • APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): It is hoped to give effect to the scheme for 
Sub-Begistrars from the Ist December, 1921. The decisions c»f Govern¬ 
ment with regard to the Subordinate Civil Service will he made public 
at an early date. 

Expenditure on certain polioe oases. 

•XLI, Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon'hle* the 










Twr. 

Namei of oaaea. 


OonnMl and 
Pleader’s fees. 

Oontingenoies naU 
eat of Legal 
Bemembranoer'e 
budget. 

Total. 






Its. i 

t. 

p 

Bs. A. r. 

Bk. a. 

p. 

191814 ... 

"Amriia Baxar Patrika" 
tempt oaae. 

Con- 

2,620 13 

6 

Nil 

2,620 18 

6 


Madaripni Coimpiracy caae 

saa 

6,420 

0 

0 

Nil 

6,420 

0 

0 


Nirmal Kanfo ^oy’a caae 

eaa 

Ell 



1,200 0 0 

1,200 

0 

0 


R« Certain Dacoa events {April 
and Hay, 1918). 

1 

7,990 

0 

0 

Nil 

1 

7,990 

0 

0 


Oonfidential opinion 

aaa 

170 

0 

0 

Nil 

1 170 

0 

0 


Total 

sa# 

a ae« 




51,672 13 

6 

1914-16 ... 

liirmalEanto Roy’s oaae 

aae 

86,618 

0 

0 

1,668 0 0 

38,186 

0 

0 


liadaripnr Conspiracy case 

•ae 

1,010 

0 

0 

Nil 

1,010 

0 

0 


Kuja Baxar Bomb case 


77,685 

12 

0 

2,166 0 4 

1 

79,750 12 

4 


Hissing Anns case ... 

• ae 

61,9.% 

0 

0 

Nil 

61,930 

0 

0 


Baraiiagore Arms Act ease 

eae 

9,,^'i7 

0 

0 

Nil 

9,357 

0 

0 

1 

Supplementary Barisal 
Bpiracy case. 

Con- 

6,780 

* 680 

0 

0 

Nil 

^780 

0 

0 


Chittagong Murder case 

• ae 

Xi 

0 

Nil 

680 

0 

0 


Mnsalmanpara Bomb ease 

... 

29,110 

0 

0 

860 8 0 

20,470 

8 

0 


Boiperor vertut Sisir Kumar Onha 
Boy. 

1,000 

0 

0 

Nil 

1,000 

0 

0 


Emperor versus Qopal Chandra 
Boy. 

740 

0 

0 

Nil 

740 

0 

0 


Emperoi versHS I<al Mohan Boy... 

1,600 

0 

0 

Nil 

1,600 

0 

0 


Emperor versus Tarapmsanna 

1 rtV S. 

500 

u 

0 

Nil 

600 

0 

0 


cruiia. 

Total 





1 

: 2,80,004 

4 

4 

lUlMO ... 

Stolen Arms case 

•ae 

89,446 

0 

0 

1 

Nil 

39,446 

0 

0 


Musalmanpara Bomb case 

eae 

12,240 

0 

0 

1,106 14 0 

13,846 14 

0 


(imperor versus Badha Gh. 
manik. 

Pra- 

9,776 

0 

0 

Nil 

1 9,776 

0 

0 


Bnriaal Conspiracy ease * 

1 

• aa 

340 

0 

0 

Nil 

840 

0 

0 


Pragpur and Kalipnr Dacoity case 

256 

u 

0 

NU 

266 

0 

0 


Sibpur Baooity case ... 

eaa 

8,740 

0 

0 

Nil 

8,740 

0 

0 


** Comrade *’ case 

aae 

1,445 

0 

0 

Nil 

1,445 

0 

0 


Emperor verius Ehagendranath 
Das. 


0 

0 

* Nil 

266 

0 

0 


Emperor itertus Prafnlla K. Bhat- 
tas^li. 

4,760 

0 

0 

Nil 

4,760, 

0 

0 


Emperor versus Biralal Biswas ... 

426 

• 

0 

0 

NU 

• 426 

0 

0 













Absti*aot« 






Rfl. 

k. 

p. 

1911-12 

••• 


••• 

1,37,972 

0 

8 

1912-13 

• •• 

li 

••• 

18,720 

0 

0 

1913-14 


• •• 

••• 

53,672 

13 

6 

1914-16 


• •• 


2,30,004 

4 

4 

1915-16 

• •• 


••• 

73,787 

14 

0 



Total 

••• 

5,14,157 

0 

6 


Erosion of 

Noakhali 

town. 

• 




•XLII. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) la the Hon’ble 
tbe Minister in chargee of the Department of J^itblic Works aware tbat 
the erosion of the Noakhali municipality on the east and south-east, 
caused by the tides in the Noakhali khal, has been quicker than beforej 
and that it ia believed that the courts and other Qoveinment buildings 
are likely to be destroyed within a year and a half? 

(b) Have the Government taken any actiim, and, if so, what, to recon¬ 
struct these courts and buildings in a safer place? 

(r) Are the Government taking any action, and, if so, what, to slop 
the erosion of the Noakhali kh^il ? 

(d) Are they taking any steps to erect u bund (embankment) higher 
up? 

(e) {i) Have the Government received any representation from the 
people of Noakhali for erecting such an ombankmeiit; (u) and have the 
local authorities reported on or recommended such action? 

if) Have the Government sent any river expert to report on such 
report or recommendation ? 

(р) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of sending 
such an expert to examine and report on the matter at once ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon'blethe Nawab Saiyid All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes; the 
rate of erosion is greater than it was last year; but it differs little from 
the average of the last three years. 

Yes; if the erosion continues at the present rate. 

(b) J^ind has been acquired at Sonapur and Maijdi, where temporary 
buildings may be constructed when the necessity arises. 

(с) Observations are being taken, and the result of these will be con¬ 
sidered after the rainy season. 

id) No. 





(/) and {g) No; the locality was inspected in August last by the Chief 
Engineer, Public Works Department, who was not in favour of making an 
embankment and diverting the Ithal. The question of deputing an ofiicer 
to make a further report will *be considered when the observations 
referred to in (c) are completed. 

Muhammadans on tho Board of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

.*XLIII. Mr. 8YJED ERFAN ALI: {a) Will the Hun’ble the Min¬ 
ister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether any Mussalman member has been ax)pointed to the Board of 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust since its creation P 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons for not appointing a 'Mussalman P 

Thd Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No, but 

Muhammadan members have sat on many of the committees appointed 
to hear objections to individual schemes. 

(6) Under section 5 of tho Calcutta Improvement Act, Government 
can ajqioint only four members. In making appointments Government 
endeavour to select those persoiis who arc most competent to assist in 
‘ carrying on the work of the Trust without reference to their religion. 

Scarcity of drinking water in Murshidabad district. 

*XLIV. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government been 
drawn to the great scarcity of water for drinking or irrigation purposes 
in the district of Murshidabad and other places? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Government 
are aware of the complaints on the subject, which are most frequent 
during the hot weather. 


Rangpur cattle farm. 

*XLV. BabU iOCESH CHANDRA SARKAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agricultui'e and Industries 
be pleased to state in what year the cattle farm at Bangpur was estab¬ 
lished, and also the total amount expended on it up to date P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister also be pleased to state what the 
object of starting the farm was P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability, instead of 
spending money on the maintenance of a farm, of improving the Creed 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur)! (a) The catUe farm at llangpur was established in 
1914*15| and the total expenditure incurred on account of this farm up 
to the 31st March, 1921, amounted to Rs. 2,91,460. 

(h) The farm was started as an experiment with the object of oscer- 
tuining whether improved cattle could be profitably bred in Bengal, 
an in the past this province has relied very largely on importations from 
Bihar and Upper India. 

The breeding ex])eriments are divided into two parts. In one portion 
of the herd indigenous cows are l>eing crossed with Hissar hulls to see 
whether improvement can be obtained through the sire. In the other 
half local hulls are used ou the local (5ow8 with a view to ascertaining 
the immediate effect of proper food and better treatment. Milk 
rectjrds are kept of all the cows in the herd, as it is now generally accept¬ 
ed that a good milking cow is likely to prove a better mother and there¬ 
fore produce better progeny than a poor milker. Another line of 
work which is l)eing carried out is an investigation into the food of 
cattle and experiments with fodder crops. 

It will be obvious that until several generations of these cattle have 
been observed, it will not be possible to make a reliable pronouncement 
ou these exi^riments. In the meantime, however, valuable experience 
is being gained which will prove of great value in framing our future 
cattle-breeding policy. 

(c) No. 

Formation of union boards in Rangpur. 

•XLVI. Babu JOGE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state why steps have not been taken to form union boards 
in the district of Kangpur, and also when the oonsbitution of such 
boards is likely to be taken up ? 

The Hon'ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Proposals for 
the constitution of 102 union boards have been received but cannot be 
sanctioned pending the receipt of certain information which has been 
asked for. The local officers are being asked to expedite the supply of 
the information required. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the tNUe). 

Chandpur affairs and Government offloials’ attitude. 
tTD. Babu RI8HINDRA HATH 8ARKAR! (a) Will the Hon’ble 



(h) Who gave the order to the Chirkha soldiers to disperse the coolies 
from the railway platform at midnight when they were sleeping ? 

(c) Are the miseries and sufferings of the coolies at Chandpur depicted 

by Mr. Andrews true? • 

(d) If sOj what stops are being taken to alleviate them ? 

(c) Is there any inith in the rumour that many of the high Govern¬ 
ment officials. l)eiug shareholders of various tea gardens, are interested 
to see that the coolies return to the gardens and that, therefore, no 
sympathy is sliown by Government to the sufferings of the coolies, but 
that, on the other hand, oppressive measures \vere takeu against thorn? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler) : (a) The member is referred to ^laragraph 3 of the 
communique of the 7th June.^ • 

(h) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of the communique. 

(c) and (d) The member is refeiTed to paragraphs 8,10, 11,13,• 17 (w) 
of the communique. Since its issue, except some 84 sick who are being 
treated at Chandpur under the arrangements described in the communique 
all the coolies have been repatriated. 

(e) None whatever. If the member has not in his possession inform¬ 
ation substantiating the rumour the question is unjustified and improper. 
If the member or his informants will define the insinuation outside the 
Council us implicating any individual. Government will take further 
action. 


Bankura famine. 

^ 171. Babu RiSHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Member in charge of the Deimriment of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased (u stale the number of times that there has been famine or 
scarcity in the district of Bankura or any part of it during the last ten 
years P 

(h) Have any steps been taken to ascertain how facilities for irrigation 
can be improved in the district ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the result? 

a 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhirala Bahadur of Burdwan); 

(a) Famine was declared in the district of Bankura twice during the 
last ten years, in the years 1916 and 1919. 

(h) Several co-operative irrigation societies have been formed in the 
district of Bankura with a view to improving irrigation. The Birai river 
project and a project in connection with the proposed Daraodar Canal liave 


OfficerA; it ia hoped that this will facilitate the use of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920, for the restoration 
and improvement of irrigation works. 

(c) Six irrigation schemes started hy the co>opcrative societies are 
already in progress. The two projects investigated by the Irrigation 
Department were abandoned as examination showed that they could not 
bo accepted as jirodnctive or protective. 


Settlement costs in certain districts. 

f 

172. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Will the Hon'ble 
t)>e Member in charge of Deixirtincnt of llevenue (I^md Uevenue) be 
jdeased to state what has been the initial estimate and the final expendi¬ 
ture in the survey and settlement oj^erations of the districts of— 

• 

(*■) Faridpui’, 

(it) Dacca» 

(Hi) Mymensingh, 

(iv) Midnapore, and 
(r) Rajshahi? 

(h) What was the amount recoverable from landlords and raiyats 
under section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and the amount actually 
recovered, in the districts where the survey and settlement oi)erations 
had recently been finished, viz;— 

(i) Mymensingh, 

(it) Dacca, 

(iii) Midnapore, 

(iv) llaj.shahi, and 

(v) Tippera-Noakhali P 

(c) Is it a fact that the excess recovery in these districts was 
appropriated by'the (Jovernment of India?' 

(f2) If HO, why have no steps been taken to get the amouut back, 
to be constituted into a fund for works of some public utility in the 
districts concerned ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (fl) A statement is given below to show (1) the initial 
estimate, and (2) the^ approximate final expenditure in the survey and 


As the accounts have not been closed the figures of final eni)enditure 


are not final 

- 

• 


DinitioT. 

Initial Mtimatc (net). 

La«t rerlMd eetimato 
El apptoTed by 
0OTemment (net). 

Final 

ezpenditnre 
(net). (»). 


Ra 

Rn. * 

Bn. 

Fsridpqr 

9,16,646 

27,45,647 

26,95,670 

D.icoa ... 

... 16,00,000 

25.12,845 

23,56,902 

MyDienaingh 

.... 29,00,000 

43,38,069 

39,64,150 

Midnapore 

... 17,35,860 

28,44,088 

26,85,029 

Rajflbalii ... 

... 16,25,000 

27,93,709 

29,13,863 


(h) The whole cost of all these operations was legally recoverable, 
under section 114 Of the Bengal Tenancy Act, but in accordance with 
the orders of the Government of India, which have been incorporated 
in ride 96 (2) (a) of the Survey and Settlement Manual, proposals 
were framed to bring in three>fourihs of the net expenditure. In some 
cases this expenditure was up to the last moment expected to be larger 
than the figures shown in (n). The amount recoverable under the 
principle refeiTed to above and the amount recovered are given in the 
statement noted below:— 


DlfTttlOT. 


Mymensingb 

Dacca 

Midnapore 

Rajflhaiii 

Tippera>Noakliali 


Amonot reeoTenible 

from Inndlordfr and Amount aotnally 
tenants. recove^. 


Re. 

30,10,097 

17,87,677 

20,37,577 

22,06,193 

16,55,247 


Ba. 

32,42,163 

22,34,798 

22,67,765 

22,31,868 

16,04,370 


(c) It is a fact that the difference between the three>fourths of the 
□et cost as shown in (6) and the amount actually recovei'cd has been 
credited to the Government of India, hut, as stated above, the total 
amount credited in all cases is less than the amount advanced. 

(d) It is by an act of grace that Government do not collect the 
whole cost of settlement operafions instituted under section lOI (I), 
Bengal Tenancy Act, from the landlords and tenants, and if three> 
fourths of the cost could not he collected in any district, the State would 
have to hear tiie loss. It would therefore he useless for this Govern¬ 
ment to claim any refund from the Government of India. 


Qutlificatiom and special daime for the appointment of Sub-Registrars. 
173. Nawduada K. M. AFZAL» Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 



to state under what minimum qualifications the appointments of Sub- 
Kegistrarships are giyen to candidates ? 

(6) Will the Hon*blo the Minister be pleased to state— 

(») whether the cases of those candidates who have served in the 
** Indian Defence Force** are esiwcially considered; and 

(it) whether the “ Oversea Sei*vice8 ** of their family menibers 
during the war are taken into consideration? 

(c) Will the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) how many candidates^ having the qualifications under clause 
(fe), were there from Alipore, 24-ParganaH, in 1919 and 
1920; and 

(tt) how many of these were nominated by the Commissioners of 
the Division, and how many were taken in, and how many of 
them were Mnssalmans ? 

(fl) Will the Hon*ble the Minister he pleased to state whether the 
cases of the unsuccessful nominees of the Commissioner will be recon* 
sidered at the next selection? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon*ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) The member is referred- to rules 3, 4 and 
5 of the Kules for appointment in the Registration DepaTtment, a copy 
of which^is laid on the table. 

(6) (i) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(u) The member is referred to rule 6 (c) «)f the Rules for appiiint- 
meut in the Registration Department. 

(c) (i) Three. 

(ii) Three were nominated by the Commissioner of the Presidency 
])ivision and one was appointed. One of these, who was not api)ointod, 
was a Mussulman. 

(d) They will be considered if they are again nominated. 

Rules for appointment in the Kegistralion Departmentf referred to in the 

reply to unstarred question No, 173. 

[As corrected np to let September, 191&—viSe notification No. 14T.—R., dated 
20th April, 1918, notification No. 2290 Begtn., dated 10th March, 1919, and notifi¬ 
cation No. 910 T,—B., dated %th July, 1919.] 

1. The number of probationers to be appointed in tbe Registration Department 
will be determined each year by the Governor in Council. The number of appoint* 
meats to be made and tbe authorities by whom nominations for these appointments 
will be made will be notified in the Calcutta Gasette as soon as possible after the let 
August of each year. 

d. Ordmariiy 76 per cent, of the appointments will be made on \he nomination 
of the Coaimissipners of Divisions and 26 ner cent, on the nomination of the InsiiAo- 


3. Candidates nominated by tbe Commissioner of a Diyision must oMinarily 
fulfil tile following conditions:— 

(a) they must belong to families resident or domiciled in Uie Division; 

<b) they must be of good character* 

(c) tiiey must be of sound he^th and robust constitution; 

(d) they must not be under 20 or over 25 years of a|^ on the Slst December of 
the year to whidi the nominations relate; 

(e) (i) they must have passed the T.A. or the l.Sc. Examination of the Calcutta 
■ University, or the corresponding examinations of any other rect^nized 

Indian University, or have quaUJBcations declared by Government to be 
equivalent to posing such examinations; or 
(it) they must have passed the higher standard or the final examination of 
the Arabic Department of a recognised Madrassa, and have suffident 
knowledge of English for the proper performance of the duties of a 8ub« 
Registrar; 

(/) they must be able to read with facility documents written in Bengali. 

4. Candidates nominated by the Inspector^General of Registration must, fulfil 
the conditions (b) to (/) in rule 3. 

5. The Commissioners of Divisions and the Inspector-General of Registration 
are not precluded from nominating persons who may not be eligible under rule 3 (d) 
and (e), but whose claims appear for particular reasons to deserve special considera¬ 
tion, and who have sufficient knowledge of English to enable them to discharge effi¬ 
ciently the duties of a Sub-Registrar. 

6. (a) For each appointment allotted to the Division, every District Officer wilt 
submit to the Commissioner, on or before a date to be fixed by the latter, the names 
of two candidates belonging to families resident or domiciled in his district. In sub¬ 
mitting these he will give in Form I, appended to these rules, a brief statement of 
the grounds of his recommendationB in ea<h case. Form I should be accompanied 
by a certificate of character and conduct from the Principal of the Institution at 
which the candidate last studied for not less than one year, or from some responsible 
officers of Government, a medical certificate in Form IT appended to these rules, 
and evidence of the candidate's age and educational qualifications. 

(h) The Commissioner Mid the District Officers in his Division will meet on a 
date to be fixed by the Commissioner, and will consider the claims of all the candi¬ 
dates nominated. They will also call the candidates before them and see and con¬ 
verse with them so as to form an opinion regarding their suitability. The Com¬ 
missioner will then select two names for each of the appointments to be made on 
his nomination and submit them in order of preference to Government by a date 
not later than the Ist October, stating his reasons for the preference given. With 
his report, submitting these names the Commissioner will submit'Forms I and II 
for all candidates, entering in each case in the last column of Form I his own 
opinion as to the suitability of the candidate. 

(e) In making nominatioiis special attention should be pud to social qualifica¬ 
tions and family status and influence, to services rendered by the candidate’s 
father or his family, to the daims of backward communities and to the possession of 
a jobust constitution. 

7. The InspectoivGeneral of Registration will submit to Government in 

Form I, -on or before the Ist October in each year, two names for each appoints 
ment to be made on his nomination. ^ 

ft. Each probationer will get an allowance of Rs. 80 per month. Appointments 
in grade V of Sub-Registrars will be given to approved probationers as Hcancies 



Division to wfaicb belongs but nftor oonfinnntion they wxU be lieble to trans¬ 
fer at any time to any office in the Frovinoe at the discretion of Government. 

9. The- Governor in Coancil may, in special oaees, declare the period of 
probation to be unnecessary and mi^ also piake direct appointments to the higher 
grades Snb-Begistrars. 


Fobx I. 

Column 1 .—^Name of candidate and address in fall. 

C<^umn B. —^Father’s name, profession or ocenpation and address in fall. 

Column S .—Religion and caste or race. 

Column 4 .—Date of birth (day and month to be given). 

Column 5.—Edncational qualifications. 

Colutnn 6 .—Other information regarding the candidate (physique, .moral cha¬ 
racter, present occupation, etc.), including a declaration whether or not he has 
at any time been pronounced unfit for Government emplc^^ment by the Medical 
Board at the India Office, or any other duly constituted medical authority. 

Column 7 .—A memorandum of the status and services of members of the 
family. 

Column ft ,—Special claims for consideration. 

Column 0 .—^Remarks indicating degree of District Officer’s personal knowledge 
of candidate and sources of information about him, with Commissioner’s opinion 
as to the suitability of the candidate. 


Form II. 


[ Beogsl Civil Medical Department Form No. 88.] 

[Medical Certificate under Bengal Government Resolution No. 3399 Medl., dated 

the doth June, 1897.} 


Special Certificate of Phyneal Fitness for Oovemmeni Service. 


I, *do hereby certify that 1 have examined , a candidate for 

employment in His age is by his own statement years, 

and by appearance years. 


(o) General conformation. 
(6) Vision. 

(r) Hearing. 

(d) Lungs. 

(e) Heart. 

(/) Liver. 


(p) Spleen. 

(h) Hernia, present or absent, f 
(«) Hydrocele, present or absent, f 
( 3 } Glycosuria, present or absent, t 

(i) Albuminuria, present or absent. 
(2) Distinguishing marks.- 


I consider that he is of sound health and good {ffiysique, and capable of bearing 
fatigue and exposure, and that he is fit to enter the service of Government, t 
I consider him unfit to enter the service of Government for tiie reason raven 

t 


Place. \ 

j- CivU Surffeon. 

Date. . j 

* DesignstioQ of Mediesi Ofieer. 

t Strike oot “present’or‘'abneot" In (*;,(»), (»)> (*),snd whicheTer of the oonelndtnir senteB- 
ces does, not apply. 





174. Nawabzada K. M, AFZAL, Khan Bahadurs WiU the Hou'ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleas^ to lay on the 
table a statement showing—' 

(a) the number lof river dacoities committed year by year in 
Bengal since the introduction of the river police system; 
(h) the number of such cases year by year detected by the river 
police; and. 

(c) the number of cases in whicli the river police interfered on the 
spot and prevented the commission of dacoities or similar 
crimes ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HonPbla 
Sir Henry Whaelar)s (a) The river police system is in force only 
in the river districts of Eastern Bengal. It was initiated in 1912 on 
a small scale, and has been gradually extended since; the scheme has 
not yet been completely introduced. The number of river dacoities 
reported in the districts in which the river police are employed is— 


1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 (to date) 


.. 17 
16 
.. 40 
32 
... 37 
.. 11 
... 18 
.. 16 
.. 11 
.. 3 


(b) The river police is not employed on the invbstigation of crime. 
It is a preventive force which affords protection on the main waterways 
by means of patrols and its floating police-stations. 

(c) There has been no occasion on which the river police intervened 
when a dacoity was being committed. Information regarding the work 
of the river police is contained in parag^ph 14 of the annual report 
on the police administration. 


Assistant Jailors. 

175. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state— 

(i) the number of temporary assistant jailors appointed as proba- 









(it) the period for which they wiTl have to Helve as probationary 
assintant jailors before their confirmation to the grade of 
assistant jailors; and 

(tit) the reasons for not reckoning their periods of services for 
which they served as temporary assistant jailors and sub. 
pro tern, probationers f 

(b) Is the Hon*ble the Member aware that in many jails the pro- 
bationwy assistant jailors have not been provided with any quarters in 
the jail jn’emises, and that they live outside, and that no house rent is 

givvi? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason for 
not allowing the assistant jailors to keep cows in the jail premises at 
their own expense ? 

(d) Is it a fact that each jailor is allowed to keep two cows and two 
calves at a time for the supply of milk ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahtm): (a) (t) None; but four temporary 
assistant jailors were apiiointed ns assistant jailors on probation. 

(Vi) Ordinarily they will be on probation for two years. 

(Hi) In accordance with the conditions of their appointment, 
though they are admitted to the cadre of assistant jailors, they must 
render service for not less than two years on their probationary {my. 

(&) The number of assistant jailors and probationers having been 
increased from 54 to 77, Goveiument quarters are not available for all. 
Ih'obationers are given quarters only when they are available. The 
Jail Code rules clo not provide for the grant of free quarters to proba¬ 
tioners and they are not given house rent. 

(c) Kule 1098 of the Bengal Jail Code may be seen. 

(d) Yes, under the same rule 1098. 

Practice of " phooka on milch cows in Calcuttaa 

176. BabuAMULYADHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken to prohibit the practice ^ of pKooJta on milch cows of 
Calcutta ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken to establish and maintain charitable veterinary dispensaries 
in Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The member is referred 
to the answer given to unstarred question No. 4 (c) (v) on the 7th 
February last. 

(5) In Calcutta there is a veterinary hospital attached to the Bengal 



Nomination of oandMatoi from Chittagong for provinoial and tubordinate 

oivil serviooi and excise service. 

177. Munshi AYUB ALI:-(a)Will the Hon’ble the Kember in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the total 
number of candidates nominated by the District Magistrate, Chittagong, 
in September, 1920, for each of the following services:— 

(1) proyincial civil service; 

(2) subordinate civil service; and 

(3) excise service? 

(b) Of the total candidates selected for each department by the Dis¬ 
trict Magistrate, Chittagong, how many were Muhammadans and hoe 
many from among these Muhammadan candidates have been appointed? 

(c) Do the Government *take into consideration the proportion of 
Moslem population of the district at the time of recruiting officers in the 
above services ? 

-(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to give a list oi 
Muhammadan officers, having their domicile in the district of Chittagong, 
in the provincial and subordinate civil services, together with a list of 
Muhammadan officers recruited hitherto through nomination from tht* 
same district in the gazetted excise se^rvice? 

The Hon’ble Sir HEliRY WHEELER: (a) (J) One. 

(2) One. 

(<3) Two for superintendentships and two for inspectorships. 

(b) The nominees for the provincial and subordinate civil services 
were both Muhammadans, and two of the nominees for the excise service 
were Muhammadans; None of them were appointed. 

(c) No. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

♦ 

Alleged employment of dismissed Government servant as the Government 

fflukhtear at Pirojpur, 

178. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that Munshi Maha- 
fezuddin Ahmed, mukhtear* df Pirojpur subdivision, in the district of 
Bakarganj, has recently been appointed as a Government mukbtearP 

(b) Is it a fact tbat be was a settlement kanungo and was dismissed, 
being accused under section 498, or a similar section, of the Indian Penal 
Code? 

(c) Will tbe Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 

is any rule against the employment in Government service of a dismissed 
officer ? • 


has not be^ appointed Goyerninent miikhtear. He was engaged on 30th 
April, 1921, by the Subdivisioual Officer of Pirojpnr, with the approval 
of the Additional District Magistrate of Bakarganj to conduct a few crim¬ 
inal cases when the services of a court'sub-iuspector were not available. 
His engagement was subject to the sanction of the XiSgel Remembrancer. 

(6) It is a fact that he was a settlement kanungo and he was dis¬ 
miss^ from the service. But the Government have no information that he 
was accused under section 498 or a similar section of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

(c) The rule against the employment in Government service of a dis¬ 
missed officer has no application in cases like the present. 

Hill Journey of the Director of Agriculture, 

179. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state the number of days on which the Director of Agricul¬ 
ture, Bengal, was at Kalimpong or other hill stations during the current 
summer session P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the jute crop this year is 
undergoing a crisis and that there is considerable uneasiness among the 
agricultural people on account of unfavourable weather conditions, etc. ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps 
the Director of Agriculture took to keep himself in constant per8onal*touch 
with the situation P 

(d) What was the urgency of the work which took him to the hills? 

The Hon’blethe Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadurs (a) Twenty-five days. 

(6) No definite information can be given till the 13th July, when an 
estimate of the area sown under jute in Bengal and a general survey of the 
prospects will be published in the preliminary forecasts of this crop. 

(c) The situation is being watched^ as in previous years, through the 
agency of the local Agricultural Officers and Divisional Superintendents 
of Agriculture, who are constantly on tour in the jute-growing areas. 

(d) The Director of Agriculture visited Ealimpong for the puipose of 
inspecting the demonstration farm and the* various agricultural demon¬ 
stration centres in the Government estates, and in order to discuss with 
the Imperial Protosoologist the question of the establishment of an 
Imperial research silk institute in the hills. He was requested to be at 
Darjeeling for a short time to discuss with Government certain important 
questions. 

Indianiting the* Agricultural Department. 




be pleased to state bow mauy of the Provincial Agricultural Service men 
in Bengal have bad a training in foreign Universities, and whether it is a 
fact tlmt some of them have bad a brilliant academic career there f 

(6) Has the attention of the‘Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
various editorial articles and cori'espondence in the Bengalee, Amrita 
Bazar Patrika, Englishman, etc., on the question of appointing more 
Indians to the higher posts in the Bengal Agriculture Department f 

(c) What steps have been taken to Indianise the Department in the 
manner recommended by the Public Service Commission? 

The Hon'hia the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) A statement showing the officers of the Provincial Agricul¬ 
tural Service who have had a training in foreign Universities and the dis¬ 
tinctions gained by them is laid on the table. 

(5) The attention of Government has been drawn to certain letters 
which appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika on the 19th, 20th and 22nd 
May. 1920. 

(c) The appointment of officers to the Indian Agricultural Service 
rests with the Secretary of State for India. The Provincial and Subordi¬ 
nate Agricultural Services are entirely manned by Indian officers. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 180 (a). 

Name of ofBoerv. ‘ Edueatioual atUinmeota. 

1. Mr. Dwija Daa Dutta (now o£5ctatiiig B.Sc. (Cal.), M,S.A. (Coruell, 

for 2iid Bcutioiuic Botaoiafc) U.S.A.). 

2. Mr. Nageudra Natli Gupta ••• ••• B.A. (CaL), B.Sc. (Kdiu,). 

3. Jadu Nalh Sarker ••• M.8.A. (Jopan). 

4. Heri Praaad Mitn ... M.S.A. (Cornell, U.S.A) 

Sericulture research subsidies and Miss Gleghom's practical work. 

181. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: {a) Will the Hon^ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state for how many years, and at what rates anhually, did 
Miss Cleghom of the Sericulture Department receive subsidies for seri¬ 
culture research? 

(b) What are Miss Cleghorn’s educational qualifications and train¬ 
ing for conducting research work? 

(c) Has anything been recorded to show what work of definite value 
has been done by her up to date, and any results of practical importance 
that have been obtained by her so far ? 

(d) What is the reason for having her headquarters at Calcutta 
instead of in a place of sericultural interest, as for instance, Berhampore, 
Malda, Bajshahi or Birbhum ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) 1914-15, Es. 6, 616; 1915-16, Es. 6,000; 1916-17. Bs. 20,782 



{b) Misfl Cleghorn is a Fellew of the Linnean, Entomological and 
Zoological Societies of liondon, and is a member of the British Geological 
Society and of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. She has also taken a course 
in Agricultural Science. She has studied silk-worms for about 19 years. 

(c) The work involves a complete and detailed study of silk-worms, 
of which the production of hybrids is one branch. An observation made 
by Miss Cleghorn has been made the basis of a valuable method of selec¬ 
tion, whereby the eggs of moths preserving the greatest vitality are used 
in the production of seed cocoons for distribution to rearers. Tests are in 
progress as to the suitability of her races for distribution among the 
rearers. 

(d) Miss Cleghorn has been allowed to carry on her experiments in 
Alipore in view of the fact that she has been in possession of a nursery and 
laboratory there since her father’s time. 


Privately-owned ineanitary tanks. 

m Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) WiU 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Jiocal Self-Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to make a statement showing the number of private 
tanks reported to be insanitary by the Sanitary Inspector in eatih district, 
and the action taken by the District Board in each instance ? 

(h) In how many instances have the requests for clearing the tanks 
been complied with by the owners of insanitary tanks f 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: A statement 
compiled from the reports received from District Boards, is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unt tar red question No. 182 s^wwing 
the number of tanks reported to he insanitary in each distiict^ the 
action taken by the District Board in each case, etc. 


Name of district. 

Mnubor of 
private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 
iasatiitary 
dnriiif' 
1920-21. 

Action taken by District 
Board. 

• 

Instances 
in which 
requests for 
clearing 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

ilurdwan ... 

••a 


sea 

Birbhnm 

eee 


ana 

Banknra ••• 

« 

• 

166 

The owner of eadi tank 
was asked to clear it 
at.his own cost 

11*6 


Bemarks. 


There ' le no Sanitary 
Inspector. 

There was no Sanitary 
Inspector datins the 
laat financial year. 

The rest were not 
cleared for yarioas 
reasons snoli as labour 
not being ayatlable, 
the filling np of tank* 














Name of district. 

Number of 

private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 

inaanitary 

d«ring 

J9S0-S1. 

Action taken by District 
*' Board. 

Instances 
in which 
requests for 
clearing i 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

Uidnapore ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Hooghly 

64 

In 18 cases notices 
were issaed by rxwal 
BMrds ' and ' in 41 
eases by Union 

Boards, requesting 

owners to cleai; them. 

11 

Howrah 

77 

Owners were requested 

1 -to clear the tanks. 

70 

S4-ParganBs 

381 

Notioes were issued for 
clearing in 3 cases 
and verbal instruc¬ 
tions in 1(10 caacH. 

92 

Nadia 

4 

Owners of 3 tanks were 
requested to clear 
them. 

1 

MtirshnlHhad ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

JuHsore 

m 

Owners weret instructed 
through the Sanitary 
Inspector to clear the 
tauki. 

40 

Khulna 

6 

Owners were reqnested 
to clear the tanks. 

1 under the 
orders 
of the 

s.n.o., 

Satk-I ira. 

Daoca ... 

•ee 



MyrneDsiogh 

eee 


•ee 

Faridpar ... 

• 

37 

Notices were served 
upon the owners of 
all the tanks. 

9 

Bakarganj 

eee 

•••••• 

• 

f 

eae 

Chittagong ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Bkharks. 


(The Dietriet Boanl 
ha» no iiifotmfttion 
regardioK the rMt) 


There ie no BaulUiry 
Ifihpcctor and no 
private tanks have 
been reported to be 
iD.vtnitary. 


No report was made. 


Tliere is no 
Iiisiicct-or. 


Sanitary 


Seven private tanks 
vrere foond to be 
insanitary and have 
been cleared at the 
cost of the Board. 
Fifty-four private 
tanks have also been 
cleansed at the cost of 
the Board. There is 
no Saiiicarr [nsi)ector 
ler the Boara. 


under 




nA llAnitAPV 







Nam of diatrict. 

Namberof 
prirate 
tanks 
reported 
to be 

iosaoitarf 

dorinc 

19tO-Sl. 

Action taken by District 
Board 

lostanoes 
in which 
reaneitsfor 
cueaiint; 
tanka were 
complied 
with; 

KjOfABKa. 

Noakhuli 

«• 

j 

e«a 

• 

eeeeoa 

see 

No Sanitary Inspector 
has been api>olDted by 
the Board. 

Uajalwlii 


23 

tfoticeswere iasued on 
the oernera to clear 

1 the tanks. 

4 


Diuajpur 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 1 


Jat}>ai(fari 

«»• 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

There are no tanka in 
thedistricl. the* aater 
of which is used for 
drinking purposes 

except one, and none 
were reported to be 
insanitary. 

lUngpur 

• 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 


Bogta 

• •• . 

16 

In two cases owners 
were requested to 
clear them. 

Nil 

1 

Tbe District Board 
reports that a by>Iaw 
is necessary to enforce 
the oiders of the 
Chairman. 

Pabna 

• •• 

ee • 


»ee 

It Is reported that 
nothing lias been done 
in respect af private 
tanks as the Board 
hare no statutoiy 
power to compel 
owners to clear their 
tanks. 

Ualda 


33 

Notices reqiiirinp 

owners to clear the 
tanks were issued in 
all cases. 

C 

18 



Number of students from Eastern Bengal admitted into Calcutta Medical 

CollegOi 

183. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local ^If-Gov- 
emment he pleased to make a statement showing the total number of 
students admitted into the Oalcutta Medical College during each of the 
last five years, and how many of them came from the Dacca, Bajshahi and 
Chittagong Divisions ? 

(6) Are the Government aware of the dissatisfaction that has been 
expressed in the newspapers at the non-representation of Eastern Bengal 







TIM Hwi’bie Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The member 
is referred to the statemenflftid on the table in answer to unstarred ques¬ 
tion No. 186 asked by Babu Indu Bhushan Butta. 

(h) 1 hare seen a letter expressing dissatis&ustion on this account 
which was published in a Galcatta new8pai>er on the 6th June, but I am 
not aware of any general feeling of dissatia&ction. On the contrary, I 
think the appointment of the committee has given public satisfaction. 

Uniform weights and measures. 

184. Babu BROJENDRA K18H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state what steps are being taken to maintain uniform 
weights and measures in the different districts of the Presidency? 

TheHon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The following 
remarks are quoted from the report of a special committee which was 
appointed in 1913 by the Government of India to inquire into the ques¬ 
tion of the feasibility of securing the use of uniform weights and measures 
in India:— 

** It is well known that the weights and measures of India have never 
been settled upon an organized system for the country as a whole, or for 
provinces. . . . During the last‘ 40 years the Government of India 

and the Provincial Goveinmcnts have attempted to solve the problem of 
weights and measures. By section 8 of the Indian Weights and Measures 
of Capacity Act (XXXI of 1871) the Governor-General in Council was 
empowered to introduce a system of weights and measures of capacity 
consistent with a statutory unit prescribed by section 3. . . . Al¬ 

though this Act has been in existence for more than 42 years, no notifi¬ 
cations have yet been issued under it, because it was hoped that weights 
and measures based on the statutory unit would be gradually and general¬ 
ly adopted without further intervention on the part of Government. 
This pious hope, however, has not been realized, although the Indian 
railways and Government departments have adopted as standards the 
tola of 180 grains, the seer of 80 tolas, and the maund of 40 seers.’* 

A reference was recently made to the Government of India, which 
has replied that the recomn^endations made by the Weights and 
Measures Committee are under their consideration. 

An extract* from the report showing the weights and measures in 
Bengal is laid on the library table. 

Number «f eandidatee admitted in Calcutta Medical College from each 

Division. 

186. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAl Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 

{n aIbawma t\4 4’1«a T.aaaI Qa 1 DTIf. 1)0 TtlAASed to 





lay on the table a statement showing, division by division, the number 
of candidates belonging to each of the five territorial divisions of Bengal 
that were admitted into the Calcutta Medical CoUege during the last five 
years ? 

The Hon^ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAvA statement is 

laid on the table. 

e * 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 185 showing-, 
division by division^ the number of candidates, belonging to each of 
.the five ^srr<forta/ divisions of Bengal^ that were admitted into the 
Calcutta Medical College^ dtiring the last five years. 

Names of Divisions. 


Y««r. 

Presidency. 

Burdwnn. 

Bajehaht 

Dacca. 

Chittagong. 

19IC-17 

... 69 

36 

5 

24 

3 

1917-1^ 

hi 

32 

9 

< 

. 28 

6 

1918-19 

..« 56 

32 

11 

28 

12 

1919-20 

61 ' 

45 

9 

23 

5 

1920-21 

66 

43 

11 

14 

12 


Tours by the district agricultural ofllccrs. 

1S6< Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’Ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleaded to 
say whether the QoYemment are considering the desirability of stopping 
long tours by the district agricultural officers, and of directing them to 
keep a mufassal diary to show— 

(t) the villages where they stopped; 

(tt) the important persons they met with, and 
{Hi) the result of their tour in the villages P 

The Hon'blethc NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALl CHAUDHURI, Khan 

Bldiadurs District agricultural officers are not permitted to make un¬ 
necessary tours. > . ' 

They are at present required to submit tour diaries, in which the 
details suggested are furnished. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules fo** the discuvibn of matters of general publie interest). 

The Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Babu BHISMADEV DASi This Council recommends to the 
Government that a Committee consisting of some non-official members 
of this Council, the Director of Land liecords and some Settlement 




That the Legislature has not been abU to keep pace with the growing. 
needs of the communityi's evident from the fact that the High Court after 
repeated requests in their judgments to the Government to take up 
Ijsgislation to clear up conflicting rulings on some matters, feit the need 
of constituting a special Bench last year and did, under colour el explain-* 
ing the real law, what in effect was legislation. It would not be'va healthy 
sign for the constitution if the Judiciary would take up the \ work of 
legislature or that the latter would take the work of the formei*. The 
high purpose which animated the members of the Civil Service, who 
tried to protect the raiyate against the oppression of the ramindars and 
to give some sort of status to the raiyats is evident ^om the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The sympathy for the ctiltivators of the soil is so broad 
and deep that it manifests itself m many sections of the enactment. , But 
the legislators did not bringTnto seiwice as bigh a skill in draftsmanship 
as of genuine sympathy. The defects are many and I need enumerate 
only a few. 

The enactment is silent as to heritability of under-raiyati holdings. 
Under-raiyats were i)ermitt0d by local custom to acquire right of occu- 
jrancy. But whether such a right is heritable or not does not appear 
from the enactment. Then, again, there is no provision for enhancing 
the rent of an under-raiyat having ^occupancy right even when hi^ 
landlord, the raiyat, has to pay enhancement. The Act is silent as to 
the effect of dispossession by landlord and the Courts in Bengal havc<;, 
felt compelled to apply the English law on the subject. This recourse 
to a complicated system is undesirable in the interest of simplicity. 
The provision of payment of rent through the Court or through the 
post-office to landlords who are unwilling to accept rent and are beni 
on harassing the raiyats has proved illusory. Service . of -notice of*' 
deimsit of rent is very difficult for the tenant to prove. Cf>urt8| are not 
unanimous on the view whether the iwstal peon’s note of wmisal on 
the money-order form would itstflf be sufficient proof of non-acdeptance. 
It would be ruinous for the tenant to ottempt -to prove remitfence and 
refusal by examining the officers of the post-office. It has been held 
that the ■ landlord is not bound to accept a remittanpe or a 
deposit if it exceeds the actual arrear by a single pice or if it ilalls short 
by any amount. The provision for the distraint of crops is a v^ power¬ 
ful engine of oppression in the hands of tynomical landlords. The 
absence of any provision for acquisition of right of occup&nc^ in areas, 
which have not l^en made part of any village has proved a ^eat hard¬ 
ship to the lot of the ciiltivators in the reclaimed areas of the Sundarbans, 
large tracts of which reclaimed about 50 years ago are even now des¬ 
cribed as lot numbers such and such, and the tenants there halfe to depend 
for continuance of their residency and cultivation upon the sweet wjll of 
the landlords or. more properly of their subordinc^ officers. 


instead of enactments in order to understand how the law stands. 
This, in idy view, is also nndersirahle. The law should be clear and 
definite ^d should not leave a large range of discretion to judges amongst 
whom there is a great diversity of yiews and temperament. .There is no 
definition of ahwah in the Act. The proviso to section 66 also operates 
very harshly on the under-raiyat. 

Further, I would say that so long as holdings are not made freely 
transferable, the raiyats cannot feel that those are their own. They 
cannot sell them in time of need and even by sale they cannot realise the 
fu)l value of their lands as a good slice of it is taken by the landlord. 
Holdings sold in mortgage sales do not bring their proper value as it is 
not known whether the landlord would recognise the transfer pr what 
sahaim he would demand. It would be adding insult to injury to say that 
the raiyats are improvident and that they do not know how to protect 
their holdings from the clutches of rapacious money-lenders. Apart 
/rom the defects, some of which I have just enumerated, the movement of 
time has rendered it necessary to give a higher and better stains to the 
raiyata. They have not the power to fell trees which have been grown by 
them; they cannot build any masonry construction without the landlords' 
consent:. My zamindar friends in this Council will bear me ont when I 
say that even the construction of some brick steps leading*to their rooms 
to prevent stumbling down in the rainy season requires propitiation of 
not only the zamindavs bnt of their underlings. We hear much of the 
scsrcityj of good drinking water, of tiie need for excavation of tanks and 
for other sanitary measures. . Even those raiyats who have the means 
and the inclination to remove the distress of their neighbours by excava¬ 
tion of altank cannot do it on account of the nalami the amount of which 
depends Hirectly upon the degree of want felt in the village for drinking 
water. I ask this Council to consider whether the dearth of good drink¬ 
ing water in this province is not mainly due to this cause. I think I can 
assure this Council that if this disability is removed the number of tanks 
supplying good drinking water will increase by leaps and bounds. 

Rir, the time has come for the leaders of the province to show some¬ 
thing more than profession of sympathy and to remove the impression 
that the cry for sanitation, health, better housing is not a cant hnt is 
really felt. Would you believe that some landlord in one locality ha? 
taken from .the tenants "kahuliyats by which they renounced the claim for 
the fruits of trees grown by them and which had been enjoyed by Uiem 
for many generations? Sir, if we want to save this country from the 
upheavals suffered in Russia and the neighbouring countries, the vision¬ 
ary versions of which are reaching the ears of the cultivators of our 
country, it is high time that we should take a bold and vigorous step to 
save ^e country from a violent convulsion. 


Lastly^ I miglit respectfiiUy suggest, as it is not zaantiosi^ in my 
resolution, .tliat the Gbyemiiitot, while appointing the (/ommittee in 
case the resolution is accepted, mij^t fix a timexliinit say, gt least three 
months within which the Eeport of the Committee should come before 
the Council.. 

As to the formation of the Coilimittee, I leave it to the d^retioa of 
the Government to appoint non-official members who, I hope; will re- 
present the interests of the landlords and tenants. ■ The presence of 
the Director of Land Kecords and some Settlement Officers and Judicial . 
Officers will be of valuable assistance to the Committee on account of 
their experience in dealing with these problems. 

With these few words, I commend my resolution to the acce^ance 
of the Council. 


Kitmv SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On behalf of the landlords 
ut Ben^f whom I have the honour to represent in this Council, I accord 
my hearty support to the resolution so far as it relates to the appointment 
of a committee and also to its aim and object. The present Bengal 


Tenancy Act was passed 35 years ago. It covered an extensive area 
including the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and a part of Assam. 
It was enacted at a time when the legislators themselves had Cnly tin 
imperfect knowledge of the incidence of the Bengal Tenancy.^ Conso- 
^i^nfly, many of its provisions have since been found to be 
.extremely vague and indefinite and in some important aspects even 
, (mnitary to tbe local usage and custom. As a result, a formidable crop 
i Qf conflicting High Court rulings have come into existence and rendered 
Afct much more cumbrous and complex. And it is keenly ffit by every 
iVie'interested in tbe matter that to conform with the actual condition 
id to suit the present-day reqtiirements of the country, the existing 
^nahcy Act should be thoroughly overhauled. This, howeter, cannot 
y.«ffected without a thorough inquiry by a competent committee into 
whole system of land tenure in Bengal, as well as the effects of the 
ig of the prasent^ct. It was for this reason that^ in t^e old Coun- 
myself gave notice of a resolution praying for the ^pointment of 
committee to inquire and suggest adequate measure^. My reso- 
witkdrawn on the understanding that the Government too 
^mplating an inquiry and only waited for the Settlement Reports 
of ^of&e important districts in each Division before taking the neces- 
•£a the matter. 1 am therefore very glad to ft^d that almost 
resdl^on has been brought before -the House Ihy the Tcpre- 
of greai ooi^uni^.. which is mainly agricultuml by occupa- 
^nstitutes « very Idi^ge portion of our tenancy,/ 

;know t^^ether tbe Government is now. ready‘ to appoint a 


been .|H^)li^ed yet. 1 attach a specii^l imp^tapM to these reports 
because oopditiohs differ widely frcmi district to ^strict.- ’ Great qm has 
been taken by the Settlement Department to collect accwate inldrmatidii 
of the incidence of tenancy in t^ districta where settlemei^ -operationa 
haTe been completed. As such, these leporta are almost indispehaalde 
. to any inquiry into the land laws oi Bengal. 

Now one word about the personnel of the committee, is the 
oply objectionable feature in the hon’ble mover's resolution. com- 
puttee must be a strong and representative one. The Bent Commission 
pf 1880 was presided over by Mr. H. L. Dumpier, the then Senior Member 
of t$e>Board of Revenue, a very high and honourable post of those days, 
80^12 the other memb^s of the committee were high Government offi- 
. ciali %r shining luminaries of the Bench and the Bar, and though Gi^e 
landed interests, were poorly represented on the committee, it included 
ohe of the ablest members of our community —I mean Baja Peary Mohan 
Mukhetjee. The committee suggested by the mover seems to me to be 
rather poor and to a certain extent one-sided. Such a committee should 
be presided over by a person having wide reputation for justice uid fair> 
mihdedness and not below the rank of a High Court Judge. If I may. be 
permitted to make a suggestion 1 would suggest that the committee 
diould ^ presided over by the present Revenue Member himself than 
whom', a'greater hiend of the raiyats and a more just and liberal-minded 
landlord and official, it is bard to get. Sir, the committee must ixcpceed 
to work with an open and unbiased mind. It must work for the oommbn 
good of the raiyols and the samindars and it must hot make any sugges- 
tioh thaj; might embitter our relations. If the present condit^ion of. the 
country requires any interference with the long established usage or cus¬ 
tom of the'Country or the vested interests of the tenants and landlords,^ 
it should provide for adequate compensation to the affected party* 


Sir, in ibis connection, I would like^to refer to a practice which is 
indulged in, in season and out of season, to vilify the samindars 
class by some members of the Council who pose as friends of the raiyats^ 
but, in reality, are not the friends of the raiyats cultivate class wl 
are the backbone of bur tenantry* but of the so-called raiyats of tl 
mahajan and usurious money-lender class who are displacing tihe rej 
raiyats. Sir, I admit that this class of rffiyats do net like the samii 
and perhaps they are justified in not l£king us because we,'tC(^ do 
like them. Sir, we do not care what these pec^>le of us 
can very well pfford to ignore their onslaughts against us bemuse iri 
quite secure and in full enjoyment of love, affectiou and boofidwCe: 
real raiyats of the land. If a proof is needed, I point put io the 
tion of this Council. There is not a single row of benches in this 
whidh does not contain a landlord, and it is by the votes of the 
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them. 


It might be said that illiterate^ ignorant and oTerawed.ytenants .were 
forced to return us, but whp do you think is the representetive of the 
TTniTeraity of Calciutta. He is a big samindar, 1 mean Biii Jogendra 
Ghuhder Ghose Bahadur. Who are the chosen representative of Indian 
Commerce here? Baja Beshee Case Law and Mr, Tarit Bhusan Boy 
who are botii big smnindars. Did we force the hands of the Gh^yernmeni 
to nominate two of their ablest Ministers from our community p\ Who is 
here to defend the interests of the tenants on behalf of the Qov^ipentP 
It is the premier samindar of Bengal. Sir, if we were really the hueinies 
of the raiyats, could we have secured the confidence not only of tho raiyats, 
themselves but also of tbs'University graduates, commercial people and 
the Government P Sir, I would not detain the House any longer I only 
wanted to show our true position in relation to our tenants and that we 
could not enjoy this confidence and this regard if we only exploited ou# 
raiyats. 


Sir, we, the jpamindars, will support the resolution if the mover agrees 
to leave the selection of the committee in the hands of the Goyemment 
and-also if the Government thinks <that the time is^pe for the appoint¬ 
ment of a committee. ; 


The HorfMa the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHI^DUR of 

BURDWANs I rise at this stage for two reasons—first of all, probably 
by explaining aa to what the attitude of Government is, will clear up 
the atmosphere, and secondly, that it might help to make the flow of 
speeches a litUe less. 

The question has been engaging tbe attention of Guverpment for a 
good number of years as to the lines on which the Bengal tenancy Ad 
could be further amended especially in connection with the ' position of 
occupancy raiyats. I am sorry that although the Bill tha^f was intro¬ 
duced tha other day by Maulvi Takuinuddin Ahmed had many serious 
defects, yet it was not allowed to be introduced in this Council for the 
simple reason that if it had been permitted to go to the stage, of collect¬ 
ing opinions, it might have assisted Government in geitiqg hold of the 
requirements that are urgently* needed to amend the Bengal Tenancy 
Aob- HowevM it is most welcome to me to find my frienid Kumar Shib 
Shekbareswar Bay speaking <m behalf of the landlords* representatives 
in this Council in support of the proposal of a oonunrt^. That is the 
right q>irit to take, if I may say so, for in these dayf it ^ould never do 
for thd saauadaie to t&ke up an attitude of hostility dr ^^f obselute con¬ 
servatism. We have got ho move on with the times. . I welcome the 
suggestion that has <00100 from the morer of this resolution with re^rd 
to the ai^iatmeniof a committee to inquire into the TeOuirements of the 
Bsngnl S^enanc^'Act ^ ^ of further amenteeins. I hope my 
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liim cor^Uj for haring ftaid it good word for th« BeUI^ent Depart¬ 
ment, becautAr when he opposed me with regard to the grants for the 
Burrdy an^ settlement operations, he certainly did not pay the Settle¬ 
ment Department the same compliment which he has done to-day. 1 
freely welcome this, and 1 hope that the Enmar has paid ns this compli¬ 
ment} sincer^y believing in the ^ood that the Setflement Dep^r|ment 
does, and not because now that we are about to consider what am^d> 
ments ate necessary with regard to the Bengal Tenancy Act he thinks 
a chang^' of attitude wise; but I mus^ -say that the Kumar has certainly 
rai^pd^’hreiy important point, namely the need of settlement reports to 
hcd^'^in legislating. When the Kumar brought his resolution in the 
eld 0oi^cil, Sir John Gumming (then Mr. Gumming) in reply gave him 
th^'assutance that Government itself-was conside^gas to what action 
it should.take; and with regard to the other questions, Sir John Gumming, 
in the cjiprse of his argument in reply to him, said that it was very 
hnportan^ to get the reports of the major districts where settlement 
operations were in progress. Unfortunately, as I explained in this 
' Council, when introducing the Budget, so far as it related to my deplirt- 
ments and to the settlement operations, onr progress has been slow. 
In consequence, if we were to wait we would be waiting longer than it 
would perhaps he healthy for the country te do in a matter which is engag¬ 
ing a great deal of attention nowadays outside and, especially in this 
Council, where we all welcome the larger nnmher of the represen&tives 
of the tenants. For these reasons, I see no objection to such a committee, 
but my friend, the Kumar, has very rightly pointed out that the com¬ 
mittee, in the way in which it has been worded in the resolution,, would 
be an impossible committee. In the first place, the committee, as sn^ 
gested by Babu Bhishmadev Das, if accepted, would exclude expert 
Htinindars and jurists or lawyers among Ihe non-officials^ who have 
special knowledge of the revenue laws and Tenancy Act in Bengal. On 
the other hand, he has only put in the Director of T^and Records. I do 
not know what particular affection he has for Mr. Sachse, unless it be 
his stature, but he has excluded the revenue Secretary without 
whom such a committee would be quite incomplete. For these reasons, 

I would suggest that if the mover of' the resolution were to accept the 
modification of the wording in the resoltition which 1 will read out, I 
would be. willing to leave this resolution to the free vote of the Council 
in so far as the Government officials are Concerned. If ihe mover has no 
objection, I would like to word the resolution as follows:— « 

* A • . , 

“ This (7onhcil recommends to the Govenunent that a oomtnittee 
consisting of officials and non-officials to be appointed by Govahiment 
be formed to consider and report what amendments are needed m the 
Bengal Tenancy Act.” ^ ^ . 



Baba BHISlfMADEy OABk I accept the amendment proposed by 
the Hon’ble Kember in charge. 

The BRCBlDENTi The mover ol the resolution has - accepted the 
amendment pressed by the Hon’ble hCember in charge' and the discus¬ 
sion will now ^ on the basis of that. 


Tlw Hoii*bla ttM MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs I rise to a point of order. After the BObover has accepted 
the amended resolution, I do not know if it is at all necessary to have any 


further discussion on the subjec|^ 


Tho PRESIDENTS The mover accepts the amendment proposed by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge but that does not do away with the neoessity 
of a discussion. I shall put the resolution in the amended form after 
#i^^|Ose^who desire to speak have spoken. ' 


ktiah Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 heartily sui^ 
the resolution in its amended form as suggested by the* Hon’ldis^ the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. It is an admitted fact t^t^hree- 
fourths of the ordinary suits that crop up in the mufassal ha^e'f^rence 
to the Bengal Tenancy Act. These litigations affect the i^ple who, 
it is desirable, should live in peace and amity and ply their humble profes¬ 
sions, on the success of which dei>eud8 the prosperity of the nation. Some 
sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act are very vague and some others have 
to be applied with reference to the local customs and usages. We all 
know, how difficult it is to determine what local customs and usages are 
within the narrow compass of a suit. Any attempt at the task would 
entail such expenditure and waste of time and energy that no landlords 
tave ever succeeded to prove any custom or u^ge, not to speak of a 
raiyat. So, it is highly desirable that a committee should determine 
what customs and usages are prevalent in what parts of the district or 
districts without leaving the msrtter to the judiciaiy to determine these' 
customs; they should form a schedule to the Act in order tq show the peti¬ 
tion of the tenants and the samindars, so that every' one may Aave a 
clear idea of one’s rights and obligations. Without such a olear: concep¬ 
tion of one’s right, one cannot shape bit activity. Even a lawyer of con¬ 
siderable practice cannot form^n idea'of wbat amount of e^ence would 
be necessary to establish a particular custom or usage: and it is so very 
elastic that wbat one court may consider sufficient evidence may appear 
to another court quite insufficient and the raiyats often fidl victims to 
such wagaries of law and decisions. Moreover, to secuvl justice means 
mtA a hig^i amount of cost 'and trouble that it is next* to impossible for 
an ordinary raiyat to command. The Calcutta High t^urt has drawn 
a very dice 'distmetiem between the right of cutting down trees that 
of appn^nriating tiiq wpod'and has.distributed the burden of proving the' 


quantity of wood necessary lor making tkoir fdoiigks, thougk ike 
required trees are growing on bis own laud to tbe detriment of bis inter¬ 
ests. Tbe landlords have ceased to excavate tanks wells. Formerly 
tbe landlords used to excavate tanks and wells and to make other improve¬ 
ments in order to attract tenants. Now with tbe increase of tenants and 
witb tbe increase of population they bave ceased to make these impnove- 
ments. So the raiyats should have a free band in effecting these im¬ 
provements themselves without let or hindrance. Tbe trtmsferability 
of tbe right of occupancy holdings depends on local custom and usage; 
and this has led to many litigations and brought about min to many 
cultivators. Trying to improve their lot by purchasing some lands they 
..have often lost what they had before in the litigation and the landlords 
without making any consideration for the purchase which gave them the 
opportunity of re-entry into their lands, have realised a large amount 
of profits by settling the lands with new tenants. It is high time that the' 
people should not be allowed to live in a fool’s paradise hut must be made 
aware of their position. Hitherto by invoking the aid of the local custom 
and usage the raiyats could save their holdings from the clutches of the 
makajans and the money-lenders, whenever they sought to sell their hold¬ 
ings in execution of money decrees. But I am sorry to say that Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Mukherji’s recent ruling has created a very serious situation grid 
has sent a thrill of horror throughout the length and breadth of this pro¬ 
vince. That legal prodigy, the towering genius sitting on the bench of 
the High Court and far away from the pangs and sorrows of Bengal 
peasant life has, in his infinite mercy towards poor raiyats, decided- 

Tho PRESIDENTS You should not make any reflection on the 
Judges of the High Court. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: It is not a reflec¬ 
tion. 

( • 

Tha PRESIDENT: I ,think you may refer to the decision without 
mentioning any names. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WABIMUDDIN AHMED: Very weU, 1 xnay 
only refer to the fact that it is decided that the tenants have got some rijj^t 
which can be put up to sale, but tte tenants have not the right to object 
to it, but the same right of objection has been reserved to the landlord. 

Tha PRESIDENT: I do not think timtthis is at all relevant to the 
matter we are now oonsidejing. The subject which we are 
at present is whether a committee should be formed to consider and 
what amendments are necessary in the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Khan Bahadur Miuilvi WABIMUDDIN AHMED: These are sug¬ 
gestions which may be oon^ered. (Cries of ** Order”, “ Order,?). 



[While walking into the Council Chamber, Dr. A. Suhrawardy asked 
whether it was permissible to any member of Council to call another 
member to order.] 

TIM president^ Any member may rise to a point of order, and 1 
ha^ to decide whether he is right or wrong. 

The Hon^Me the MAHARAJADHIRAM BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs 1 think that any Member who wishes to raise a point of 
order should do so from his seat and hot do so while walking into the 
hall (Laughter). 

Bobu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKARs Is a member restricted from 
criticising the judgment of the Hon'ble Judges of the High Court f 

The PRESIDENT: 1 already ruled that criticisms of decisions 
of the judges of the High Court are improper and iireleyant. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: My point- 

The PRESIDENT: 1 have ruled that you are out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: My point is that, 
as a serious situation has been created, no time should be lost in forming 
a committee and that the committee should set to work at once. 

i 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

The resolution in the following am^ded form was put and agreed to: 

This Council recommends to the (Government that a committee consist¬ 
ing of officials and non-officials to be appointed by Government be formed 
to consider and report what amendments are needed in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act.'' 


Withdrawal of Reoeiution. 

Owing to the absence of Mauivi A. E. Fazl-ul Haq, the following 
resolution was deemed to have been withdrawn: 

- **This Council recommends to the Government that two more Judges 
be appointed to the Calcutta Cohrt of Small Causes without delay." 

- . I . 

PoatpoMmant of Raadhition. 

Thd PRESIDENT: As Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy. Bahadur has re¬ 
quested that this resolution be postponed, it goes to the bottom of the 
List. 

It runs as follows: ’' Tliis Cc^cil recommends to the Govemmeift to 



incandescent lalups, {en’o-iungsten, ** liigb speed ” steel, grapliite 
crucibles, speoiid forms of porcelain for insulators, chesiieal.glass, cotain 
forms of heavy (^mioals, motor tyres, locomotives and glass.*’ 

IndiMtrial Boanift. 

« 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURII “ This OouncU 
recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to establish 
or institute Industrial Beards for determination of a minimum wage for 
each industry in Bengal.*’ 

My object in bringing this resolution before the Council is to draw the 
attention of the Government and the members of Council to the low rates 
of wages paid to employees in a large number of Trades and Industries in 
this province. 

There was overwhelming evidence before the Industrial Unrest 
Committee of which I was a member that strikes of workmen in large 
industries arose in majority of tases from demand for higher wages. Out 
of 137 strikes which occurred betweeu July, 1920 and March, 1921, 110 
were due to demand for higher wages and 74 of these strikes, vt?., 66 per 
cent. Wei’S settled by yielding to the strikers’ demand wholly or partially 
or by making promises to meet the demand. I found from personal 
inquiries that workers in small industries and trades, such as ready-made 
tailoring carried on in Garden Beach, tanneries in Tengra, the small 
printing presses the oil-mills and soap factories in this city and in other 
trades are paid wages hardly sufficient to meet the high cost of living. 
The shop assistants of Calcutta engaged in the New Market, Chandney 
and throughout Calcutta are the worst victims of long hours and .small 
pay. A large body of woroen-workers engaged in the export produce 
trade, rt?., shellac,'linseed, and other seeds, equally suffer for want of 
a living wage and'I am of opinion that if women-workers in Commercial 
Calcutta had received anything like fair wages there would have been 
less of the unfortunate class. 

Sir, I want a discussion in this House on the great question—^the 
bread and butter question—^that affects the lives of miUions, vis.— 
What is a living wage in India P The doctrine of a living wage ” 
has been discussed by great economists and labour leaders in Europe 
and America and one of them said, as fat Imck as 1892, that **- it was 'a 
vital principle that a man by his labour should live and notwithstanding 
all the doctrines of the Political Economists, aU the doctrines taught by 
way of supply and demand, there is a greater doctrine over-riding aU 
these and that is the doctrine of humaaity.” . 

The cost of living and the monthly mdex of the cost of 'living was 
discussed by the Imperial Conference on statistics in 1920, and it was 
resolved that the Index Number should he so constructed that their 


in tlie quantities selected as appropriate at tbe one date, to the aggre- 
gate expenditure on tke same list of commodities in the same quantities 
al the other date. The Egyptian Ministry of Finance collected family 
budgets of 713 families of Egyptian derlu, and Egyptian artisans and 
labourers and collected informations regarding— 

(1) The composition and earnings of the family. 

(2) The principal expenses for the year ended March 1st, 1920, upon 
rent, clothing, medical attendance and cei'tain food articles (wheat, 
butter, lentels (dal), onions, garlic). 

(3) Detailed expenditure from March Ist to 7th in 1920 upon speci- 
fied foods, fuel, lighting, rent, taxation and various miscellaneous items. 

It. was recently calculated in Egypt that in 1920, the cost of living 
since pre>war days increased 92 per cent, for clerks and 97 per cent, for 
labourers and artisans. 

1 sboiild like to see a similar inquiry into family budgets of clerks, 
artisans and labourers in Bengal and results published. 

It is past history in all Christian countries where labour was for> 
merly paid just enough to feed and clotbe, hrst to keep body and soul 
together and not to worry about other good things which were meant 
for people who did no manual work. 

In less than 30 years, tke combination of industrial workers in the 
West and in the British Colonies brought about an Industrial revolu¬ 
tion and all theories and practices regarding wages and conditions of 
work have undergone marvellous changes for the benefit of the majority 
of mankind known as “ manual workers.” They wei'e once descnbed 
as “ bottom ” dogs but they are now climbing to the top and will soon 
dictate to the minority of mankind, viz., those who possess properties or 
brains or both what is right and -what is wrong. Industrial West has 
thundered and the echo is here. The West has long repudiated the 
idea that labour should be treated as a merchandize and the jmce paid 
for it, viz., wages, should be I’egulated by its demand and supply. In 
the East and specially in India where-labour is just passing through a 
transitory state from being agricultuml to industrial, this soulless idea 
of labour being a commodity is deep rooted everywhere in the country. 
It is common knowledge that Industrial wages in India are more or 
less regulated by the rates paid for agricultural labour, that is to say, 
that if a field-labourer gets ffiur annas a day in the village or a peasant 
makes that much out of bis produce per day, give the poor devil an anna 
or two more and transport him and bis family, if agreeable, to the 
suburbs of Calcutta or to tim jungles of Assam. It docs not matter 
about the destruction of his family life by such transportation or his 
freedom and cheerfulness, his compensation is to be two annas more 
than he earns at home per day. 

1^^ I ;niaintain that this is the dootrincf that our employers hold in 


labour in Bengal and to interrene between capital and labour and if 
inyestigatione prove that wages in sucb and such trades and industries 
are miserably low and cannot possibly maintain workers except at the 
cost of their health and without suffering, fix a minimum wage. 

England, notwithstanding its industrial policy of non-intervention, 
recognised the principle that the State must intervene between capital 
and labour in the matter of wages and the British l^arliament on the 
motion of Mr. Winston Churchill passed the first Trade Boards Act in 
1909, to improve the miserable lot of ill-paid and long-worked men and 
women engaged in sweated, industries and trades such as ready-made 
tailoring, chain-making, batton-making and similar small trades. 
Statutory Industrial Boards or Wa^es Boards were first initiated in tlie 
State of Yictoria in Australia and was copied by almost all the States of 
Australia. 

The second Trade Boards Act, known as the Amending Act, was 
passed by the British Parliament in 1918, hardly three years ago, and 
the Bill was introduced by Mr. Roberts, the Minister of Labour. It 
amended the old Act to extend its scope to any other industry that the 
Ministry of Labour thought fit, provided it is satisfied that the rate of 
wages in any of the trades is exceptionally low as compared with other 
emplo 3 rment. The objects of that Act were to remedy existing abuses 
in regard to sweated industries. Sweating is understood to mean that 
the work is paid for, at a rate which, in the condition under which in 
any of the work-people do it, yields to them an income which is quite 
insufficient to enable an adult person to obtain anything like proper 
food, clothing and bouse accommodation. 

The British Boards consist of members, mostly economic experts 
appointed by the Labour Ministry, and equal number of representatives 
of employees and workers, and the duties of the Boards are to fix a 
general minimum time-rate wages for tj^^work, to fix a general mini¬ 
mum piece-rate of wages for piece-work and over-time, etc. 

Penalties for not paying minimum rate is, on summary conviction, 
a fine not exceeding £20 and £5 for each day after conviction. For 
refusal to comply with the lawful requirements of officers a fine not 
exceeding £5 in respect of each offence. 

For a false list a fine not exceeding £20 or three months* imprison¬ 
ment with or without hard labour. * 

1 venture to say that if England, notwithstanding her strong trade 
unions and healthy public opinion, felt the necessity of passing such 
an Act, the necessity in India, where employers are all poweiM and 
legitimate combinations of workmen are in the infancy, the necessity, 

I say, is much greater. 

1 know fully well that this Council has no power to legislate this 
questieO, but 1 want Bengal, with its teeming population of industrial 


1 mamtam, Bir,.tiiat most of our indusUies are sweated industries 
with a few notaUe exertions. One hos to glance at statistics of wages 
in different industries, published by the department of Statistics and 
other bodies to find that very few workers in paper mills, in our 
collieries, in tea plantations, in rice and oil mills, in small fonndries 
in our jute presses, get anything like living wages. 7ake, for example, 
the tea plantations in Darjeeling, the Dooars and Chittagong, which 
employ 250,000 men, women and children with a piaid-up capital of 
about 7 crores of rupees (English and Indian Companies) and which 
is the second largest Industry in Bengal. Average wages in the Dooars 
including ** ticca,'* diet rations, subsistence allowance and bonus per 
head are about Rs. 8 per month for men, Rs. 7 for women, and Rs. 4 
for children. I grant that epme of the coolies have cultivation of their 
own, I grant that occasionally they are supplied with grain and things 
at cost jH'ice, I grant that they have some sort of sheds for shelter with 
fi'ee medical treatment and medicines; but when one computes the money 
value of all these items, they cannot exceed Rs. 2 per month per head^ 
which means Rs. 10 for men, Rs. 9 for women and Rs. 6 for children. 

1 make bold to say that in these days of high prices and of slightly 
increased standard of living these figures do not by any means represent 
living wages. According to Prisom Statistics of Bengal the cost of 
feeding and clothing a Jail prisoner was Rs. 86 a year or over Rs. 7 
a month in 1919-20. Sir, I find from tables of Tea Gardens vital statis¬ 
tics that, out of a total labour foi’oe of 115,575 in Sylhet District, 
5,553 died in 1919r20 from all causes, including 686 deaths from 
anaemia. I am not a medical man, hut I believe that underfeeding is 
one of the causes of anaemia. 1 would like any hon’hle member of this 
Council, representing Tea Industry, to ‘explain this to us. I take it 
that in the Dooars Tea gardens vital statistics are similar. 

I appeal to the Government and to the members of this Council to 
help, in the first instance, in constituting a committee of economic 
exi>ert8 and representatives of employers and employees to investigate 
the rates of wages paid to different industrial workers and this committee 
is to recommend to employers \o fix a minimum wage for each industry. 

I would like to see an All-India Act to abolish sweating by fixing 
a rate of something like one and a half anna per hour as a general mini¬ 
mum piece-rate of wages based on 48 hours a week with over-time for 
all industrial workers including plantations. 

With these words, I commend this motion which practically amounts 
to a request for an inquiry about low wages ” paid to workers.in cer¬ 
tain industries of Ben^l, and the recognition of the principle of the 
right of State intervention between labour and capital, to the accept¬ 
ance of otitis Council. 

Ml** R«. Mb WATS6N*$MYTH ■ I tbibk the mover of this resolu- 


during^ recent montlia and 1 think that we have to a great extent 
got to know and to appreciate each othera’ ;point ol riew.. That he 
has brought forward this resolution entirely in what he thinks is the 
interest of labour, and without any hostile intention towards employers, 
I have BO doubt, and at the same time I can assure him that 1 only 
oppose it because I think he is honestly mistaken, and that any such 
Industrial Board as he suggests, would be both expensive ^d liuneces- 
sary. 

1 would like to point out, in the first place, that a resolution of this 
kind should hardly be brought forward in the provincial Ck>uncil. The 
right place for it, if there is a right place, should be the Legislative 
Assembly at Simla or Delhi, for any legislation of this kind cannot 
possibly be provincial, it must be imperial. . Xou cannot have an Indus¬ 
trial Board determining minimum wages in one province, while other 
provinces have no such institution and no such rules and regulations. 
How would it be possible, I ask, as an instance, bow would it be possible 
to develop and work your coal-fields in Bengal? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I said it would be 
only a Provincial Board. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: May I rise to a point of order? When a 
i-esolution is on the list can it be questioned? 

The PRESIDENTS A member by way of argument may say that a 
provincial Board will not find it possible to discharge its duty proposed 
to be entrusted to it* 

Mr. R, M. WATSON-SMYTHs That is what I was about to say. 
What 1 was going to say is how would it be possible to develop and 
work your coal-fields in Bengal, if you were bound and hampered by 
mining legislation which did not exist in the Bihar and Orissa coal¬ 
fields just across the Barakar river? The position would be impossible 
and absurd, and I repeat that any such Industrial Board, or any such 
legislation for a minimum wage must be imperial and not provincial. 

At the same time, 1 am prepared to urge that under present condi¬ 
tions, at any rate, such a Board is quite unnecessary. The mover no 
doubt takes his idea from English legislation, which was entirely directed 
against certain industries in England, th^ labour of which was supposed 
to be sweated, and, in many instances, undoubtedly was sweated. Tbei-e 
may possibly be instances of sweating industries in India, but they 
must be very few, and the industries must be vefy smdll. Certainly 
no such state of things exists amongst the big industries. Those con¬ 
nected, for instance, with our great jute and cotton mills would laugh 
at the idea of their spinners or weavers being regarded as sweated 
labour. Far from being sweated they are, I assure you, very truculent 
and quite able to look after themselves.. Tl^.agam coal iadustn* 
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Indian miner, especially those from the Sonthal Parganas, the idea of 
sweating is ^diculons. If there is one man who it is quite impossible 
to sweat, ^o is most independent, and who will not do one handstir 
of work more than he wants toj it is the Sonthal miner. He comes to 
one’s colliery wiih his own idea of how he wants to live: how he wants 
to work: how much money he wants to earn, and if the conditions at 
your colliery' fit in with his ideas, he may condescend to stay there for 
the period, usually a short period, during which he stays in the coaU 
fields. If conditions do not suit him, he goes off elsewhere. How can 
you sweat labour, if there is not enough labour to go round. That is the 
test that should be applied to these indiscriminate statements of bad treat¬ 
ment and insufficient wages. We, the big industries, are all competing 
one with another for labour^None of us have got as much as we want, 
and we know, quite apart from any feelings of humanity, that if we do 
not pay our labour well, and do them well, they will go elsewhere. It is 
therefore in my opinion entirely unnecessary to set up a great institution 
like an Indtistfial Board which, if it is to carry out its functions^ must 
liave an enormous staff, beaded by high officials and finished off by count¬ 
less iusi)ectors who, as far as I see, will do a minimum of good with 
a maximum of trouble and a maximum of expense. These sort of 
Government institutions are not required at present in this country. 
It is not labour that requires to be protected. It is the employer 
of labour. Labour at the moment has everything its own way. 
The supply, as I said before, is not equal to the demand, and 
therefore the labourer caii extract, within limits, anything that he 
likes from his employer. There is no question of the hard-hearted 
employer sweating his labour. The protection that is required is for 
the employer to prevent outside influences inciting badly organised 
labour to demand outrageous and irojiossible teims. Therefore, although 
I look on this resolution as affoiding an opportunity for an useful dis¬ 
cussion on an interesting subject,! trust that my friend the mover will 
not press the resolution which he has brought forward. 

Mr, R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: Mr. Watson-Smyth has 
traversed the ground so completely that there is really very little left 
for me to say. But as I do represent very gi-eat tea interests and as 
Mr. Ghaudhuri has referred to the tea industry and as Mr. Watson- 
Smyth is under the impression that some one lopresenting that interest 
would speak, I would like to say just a few wdrds. To begin with, 
Sir, I should like to associate myself with Mr. Watson-Smyth in all he 
said regarding the moy^ of this resolution, I recognise, Sir, and I 
believe the whede Council recbffniMs, the singleness of aim which led 
the mover to put this resolution on the paper. Mr. Chaudhuri there¬ 
fore win not mistake my motives in any way if I am unable to agree 
with him. So far thb Council is concerned, we are dealing with 



in Bengal. Well, Sir, very nearly a quarter of a century ago, I started 
lay career in India on a tea estate in the Booars. We had on that 
estate a labour force of about 700 or 800 coolies, 1 think I am right in 
saying entirely consisting cl what we call jungli labour, that is to 
say, Chota Nagimris, Sonthals, Mundas and Oiaohs. That is the class 
of labour, Sir, which you find throughout the Booars gardens. They 
are the finest labour that goes up to any tea dutriets; ahd so fat as 
the Dooars are oencemed, they- are free labour. There is no inden¬ 
ture, there is no agreement, and, therefore* all the remarks that 
Hr. Watson-Smyth has made regarding the labour in the coahfieMs 
equaUy apply to these tea garden coolies. They are extremely indepen¬ 
dent. If they do not wish to work for me, if I do not make it suffi¬ 
ciently attractive to them, I do not keep them. They go off to my 
next-door neighbour. Only the other day we had a meeting in Calcutta, 
which was attended by tile Chairman of the Dooars planters’ 
Association, and seeing that the question of wages on tea estates had 
taken such prominence of late, I asked him to give his candid opinion 
as to the wages in the Dooars. He said —** Have you ever been in 
the Dooars f” I said—“ Yes, I started my life there in India.*’ He 
said—“ Have yon ever seen starving coolies in the Jlooars or one who 
is underpaid V* I said —** Not in my time/* and his reply was “ things 
have not changed since then.” Mr. Chaudhuri has put in certain statis¬ 
tics regarding tea garden wages, and I could not quite catch whether his 
remarks applied to Sylhet or the Dooars. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: They are of 

the Dooars. 

Mr. R. Ha L. LANGFORD JAMES: These statistics are hope¬ 
lessly misleading, Sir. Apart from the fact of the various other 
items which go to make up the income of tea garden labourers— 
apart from all that—those statistics are ^compiled in such a way as to 
be extremely misleading as to the position. I am not, I admit, in a 
position to argue with Mr. Chaudhuri or to go into the details. But 
what I would ask him is this. Before he comes seriously before this 
Council and cites the tea industry as one in which a Board for mini¬ 
mum wages should be established I would ask him to go up to Jalpai- 
guri Dooars, travel through the district, talk to any of our labourers 
or those on Indian-owned concerns, then come back and tell us what 
he thinks of it. 

With regard to the general question of a'minimum wage, I per¬ 
sonally have had no experience of it, but it appears to me that there 
would be a very grave danger of the minimum wage becoming the 
nsaxiipum wage.- Now in tea, as in every other walk of life, the honest 
industrious worker comes out on top. He makes the most money and 


I'here would, uudoubtedly, from an emplbyer’s point of ^iew, be a 
tendency to see tiiat^^be is getting bis money’s worth out of Iris :CoolieB 
or out hfi labourers iinder sucb cbangied conditions. 

Wben I was in tbe Dooars, for a large iiortion of the year, our 
labourers used to start their work at about 8 o’clock in the morning. 

In the cold weather by. 12 o’clock in the day there was not a soul left 
on the gardent They had all finished their task and gone! We are 
told, of courser that we -underpay these people. We do not pay them 
large wages. We cannot pay them. We have never claimed to pay 
large wages. But 1 gave those working hours as an instance that, 
although the pay may not be large, the hours are extremely light and 
the labourers are able to devote tbe remainder of tbe day to -tbeir own 
concerns many of which are money-making concerns. Mr. Chaudhuri 
mentions the number of deaths in a given year from anaemia in Sylhet. 
lie said that he believed that anaemia came from under-feeding. 
Now anaemia is simply another wor<p-ior our old friend hookworm. 
When I was in tea in my young days and as ths^ Surgeon General is 
not present I may venture to say that we used to call it AnhyloHoviuui^. 

It tlien became anaemia and it is now hookworm. Just one more 
word. I would urge Mr. Chaudhuri very seriously to consider one 
aspect of his proposals which appeal to me more than any other; as 
he knows, and as we all know, we have been going through a very 
terrible time in tbe tea ind^^ .. So far nothing particularly tangible 
has occurred in Bengal, who are interested in tea, know that 

the Jalpaiguri Dooars has hot escaped tbe campaign which ha^ met 
with such great 8ucce88-*in the Surma Valley. I saw a letter only the 
other day which summed up the situation, I thought, extremely well. 

It was written by tbe manager of an estate in tbe t ars. He said— 

** So far we have bad no trouble among our laboure- >, but that agita¬ 
tors are at work among them, there is no conceivable doubt. They^' 
appear to be looking forwa)rd rin an attitude of ex^i^^Qcy to some 
great event that may be going or will be going 
other words. Sir, the atmosphere as regards labi^^/< the Dooars is 
very far from normal and I think myself that it would he the greatest 
mistake at the present time to risk taking action which might lead 
to the most serious results. I have no more to say but I commend 
that point in particular to tbe mover of the resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I rise to support 
tbe rei^olution. The resolution as far as .it goes asks the Council to 
recommend' to Government the establishment of an Industrial Board 
for the purpose of settling the minimum wages of labour. . 

The fiirat question which arises in my mind is^Is it necessary to 
have to establish an Industrial Board or not? The second question 


thin because the Council knows that there U censidehtble discontent 
and unrest on the labour question and if that be so, is it not desirable 
that there should be a Board to settle the question at issuef It is a 
world-^oblem which has affected the world-wide rise cd prices of food¬ 
stuffs, clothes and everything. Those things have driven the 
labourers to ask for an increased rate of wages. If that aTgument 
stands upon correct premises then, I ccmtend, that it is necesrary that 
a Board should be established. There are many factors which go for 
consideration. The standard of living, the market rate and also the 
status of the labotirers are tp taken to an account. 

The standard of living ought to be raised. Are the cooHes to 
starve? Are the coolies to remain naked? ■ I do say that it is neces¬ 
sary that in discussing the question of minimum wage^, these factors 
ought to be taken into consideration, and can there be any doubt in 
the present day—in the present century—that when we are \inder the 
protection of the British Government the labourers are not to be left 
adrift? They should get higher wages than now, and Mr. Chaudhuri 
has come forward with a modest proposal that the whole matt^ should 
be discussed by Industrial Boai’ds. One question 'arises, viz., what 
should be the maximum wages, but so far us I understand, the Boards- 
being in a position to settle the question of minimum wages, it will 
not be difficult for them to come to a propet conclusion as to maxi¬ 
mum wages. Therefore, I think, if the pro<«dure recommended by 
Mr. Ohaudhnri be accepted, the labour trouble, which is going on in 
this province for some time, will be over. If 1 om to rely oh my experi¬ 
ence on the subject, what I find is that in the Toufassal there is a great 
deal of trouble. We find that foiiuerly we used to get labourers at 
4 to 6 annas a day, but now the charge is 14 annas or one rupee. Just 
as 1 was coming to the Council tu-day, I had to puj^ Re. 1 per head 
to some coolies for doing certain work. These are troubles which 
ought to be grappled with firmly and strongly. There should not be 
any hesitation in the matter. There are employers on the one side 
who must have their profits, and there are labourers on the other who 
should get living wages. How can that be arranged? That can be 
secured by the establishment of a committee representing both sides, 
namely, the capitalists and the labourers. The labour question is a 
\ery difficult one—it is a question which'is the subject matter for dis¬ 
cussion everywhere in the world, and, consequently, we find it neces¬ 
sary that it should be settled here in Bengal. Therefore 1 say that 
the necessity is very great, and if anyone comes forward and challenges 
me and says that it is not necessary to do so, all that I can say that 
he is perfectly wrong. I do not discuss the iiuestion of details, but I 
do say that the dictates of humanity demand that this resolution should 
be ao^pted* 




Industnal Boards should be appointed, not for the determination of 
minimum wages but for the settlement of disputes between capital and 
labour. The remedy which has been suggested does not appear to me 
to be the right one. ‘ Sir, he has suggested to us the appointment of 
Industrial Boards to fix the minimum wage on account of the high 
prices of food-grains and other necessaries of life. I think, Sir, if we 
fix the minimum wage of labourers in an industry like rice or other 
food-grains, I am sure it will raise the prices of those articles of food. 
Similarly in the case* of other industries, the fixing uf a minmum wage 
will raise the price of the produce thereof. So the remedy which is 
suggested appears to me to be worse than the disease itself. I am sure 
if the minimum wage is raised, it will encourage idleness and dis¬ 
courage technical education. I am afraid we want skilled labour in 
Bengal, and, therefore, I am sure if we fix a minimum wage, people 
will not take to technical education, because howerer unskilled they 
may be, they will be sure that they will get the minimum wage. The 
question is one of demand and supply, which should concern the Con¬ 
troller and not the Goyemment. It is not desirable, unless there are 
special reasons to the contrary, that Government should interfere with 
the trade. If you fix a minimum wage, then, as in the case of England 
and other countries of the world, there will he lots of people unemployed. 
If, on account of the raising of the minimum wage, the capitalists 
cannot make pi'ofit, they will certainly close their works, and this will 
throw a large number of men out of employment. I admit that the 
wages of the coolies in the tea estates are not adequate. The contact 
system under which the coolies of the tea estates work is not a sound 
one‘, and the sooner the law is repealed the better. In the case of the coal 
industry, in the case of ^e jute industry, and in the cose of other 
industries, I find that there is no such system, and I have not heard 
of any complaint from the labourers thereof. 

With these remarks, I am sorry I have to oppose the I'esolution. 

Babll INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs I confess I was very much sur¬ 
prised to hear the representatives of capital opposing this resolution. 
Those days are gone, whei^ labour used to try to do the least and 
capital used to try to pay the least. These are days of co-operation 
between labour and capital, and unless there is cordiid and healthy co¬ 
operation between those two important elements, every industry must 
suffer. That being so, I am surprised that any representative of capi¬ 
tal should oppose ibis resolution, which gives them the advantage of 
securing a willing and contented labour. These arc the days, when 
the industrial development of the country is being taken up in«right 
earnest. Every day and every week we hear of new joint-sjbock com¬ 
panies being fio«i^ for developing certain industries. The time has 



struggle between labour and capital, wbich bas been so mncb in evi- 
dence of late will go on. My friend, Babu Amulya Bhone Addy, has 
spoken of the law of supply and demand. Sir, of all the economic 
laws, tile iron law of supply and demand in connection with labour, 
especially in a poor country like India, is the most cruel. You can 
get a starving labourer for 2 annas a day, but everybody will admit 
that this paltry sum is not sufficient to meet even his bare requirements* 
That is not the way to get your work done. Ton must give him a wage 
that will enable him to keep his body and soul together. During the 
last 20 years, the prices of all necessaries of life have gone up abnor¬ 
mally. May I ask the employers of labour in tea industries, by what 
l>eTcentage they have increased the pay of their coolies during the last 
20 years? Mr. -James has mentioned that anaemia is due to hookworm. 
Since hookworm was discovered a few years ago, it seems to have been 
made the cause of all sorts of troubles and difficulties in our country, 
but I'do not know how anaemia, which comes from starvation, can 
liave any connection with this inoffensive worm. Sir, if the capitalists 
really want their interests to be safeguarded, if they want to I'revent 
frequent strikes, they must be prepared to give fair wages to the labourer 
so that .they can demand a fair amount of work in return. 

With these few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; This is a matter 
of great difficulty. The condition of industry in this country is not a 
matter so lightly to be dealt with. I have been all my life working 
to the best of my little imwers for the improvement of the industries 
of this countiy, and I know what grave difficulties there are in the 
way of our industries. The first and the greatest amongst them is the 
work of organisation of labour. You bring in English ideas here, but 
where is the organisation of labour? You employ a man here in agri¬ 
culture or in an industry and you will find the difficulty. You pay him 
Ra. 6 or Rs. 7 and he will not give you any work at all. No man here 
will work on the contract system—so much work done, so much pay¬ 
ment. It is the English large capitalists who organise labour and 
there you. find the piece-system. I find from personal experience that 
organisation of labour is the most difficult part in the way of our 
industries. Now you talk of fixing a minimum wage. For whom? 
For whom do you say so ? I say it is a very good thing to be assured 
that labourers should be well paid, hut as it now stands, I suppose 
Mr. Chaudhuri knows it very well, the labourers of Calcutta are much 
better off than they are supposed to be. Fising of a miHimum wage 
for us educated people is required. There are also other views of the 
matter. I am con.sidered to be rather leaning towards extremism, hut 
you will find that I wholly disagree, with them. They say there should 


want the industries to be deyeloped, they want to go baek to the cottages. 
They want charkatf I want tbe great big mills. 1 can go on for days on 
this question, but I will not take up any more time of the Council. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): I must confess that I was somewhat surprised 
when I received notice of this resolution about the middle of last month, 
h'or some weeks before then, Mr. Ghaudhuri and I had been sitting on 
u committee, which was appointed at the request of this Council, to 
inquire into the causes of industrial unrest in Bengal. The com¬ 
mittee was, if I may say so, a very competent body. On the side of 
ihe employers it contained Sir Alexander Murray and Mr. Watson- 
tSmyth. On tbe side of labour, the committee included Mr. Ghaudhuri 
himself and Babu Hem Chandra Bhattacharji, the other labour member 
in this Council. As representatives of the general public, we had 
Or. Haasan Suhrawardy and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
whose sympathy with the working classes is well-known. Bow that 
committee, as I have said, sat for several weeks and explored a large 
number of questions heai'ing on labour unrest. Tn the committee 
Mr. Ghaudhuri made no suggestion regarding a minimum woge, and 
in view of his speech to-day I cannot help thinking that this was a 
great pity. If the question of a minimum wage had been brought up 
before the committee, we could have gone into it thoroughly from 
every aspect in the same way as we treated the other pi’oposals which 
were put before us. I mean no disrespect to this Council when I say 
that probably very few of the members have made any study of this 
particular problem of the minimum wage. I frankly confess that up 
till a fortnight ago, I had only a very general acquaintance with the 
siibject. Since then 1 have made it my business to tiudy the literature 
on the subject, and if anybody cares to come into my room in Writers* 
Buildings, he will see that that* literature is very considerable. I say 
therefore that I think it is a pity ibis question was not examined by 
the recent committee before it was brought up for discussion in this 
Council. However, as the question has been mooted, we must deal 
with it as best as we can, though it is difBcult to treat the subject 
in a speech on an occasion of t}iis kind. In the present state of public 
knowledge, it is a matter for the lecture ball or for tbe study rather 
than for this Council, and I trust that the Council will excuse me if 
my remarks seem to take rather the form of a lecture than a debating 
si^eech. 

Mr. Chaudhuri baa given us quite correctly a history of the Trade 
Boards Act in England, a statement of the functions which the authori¬ 
ties exercise under the Act and the penalties which are imposed for 
disobedience of tbe Act. I need not repeat what he has said ,on these 
points. What he has not told ns is how the Act is working, and as 



be allowed to place it before tbe Council briefly. Now tbe first tbing 
to notice is that the present Trade Boards Act only came into force 
in 1918. Tbe original Act of 1909 applied only to four trades, tbe 
ready-made tailoring trade, paper box-making, tbe finisbing processes 
of tbe lace trade and cbain-making. It was only in 1918 that the 
Ministry of Labour was given power to extend tbe Act to other trades 
in which there was reason to believe that tbe wages paid were not 
sufficient. Tbe Act, therefore, has really been in force for about three 
years only. Now it would appear that this legislation worked fairly 
well at first because wages were then rising. There are not Want¬ 
ing signs, however, of serious dissatisfaction Ixitb among employers 
and employed with its operation now that the country has to under¬ 
go the painful process of having wages reduced. As a matter of 
j>ractice, as far as I can gather, the Trade Board at home usually con¬ 
sists of 13 people—6 representatives of employers, 6 representatives of 
the employed and a Chairman from the Ministry of Labour. In prac-« 
tice, as might he expected, the minimum wage is ordinarily settled 
by tbe Chairman. The workers had no objection to this so long as 
the Chairman decreed an increase, hut now that the existing economic 
conditions require a decrease, considerable dissatisfaction is being felt 
on both sides. Lord Bryce in his recent book on Modem Democracies 
comments*on the same results in Australia. He says—** The method 
operates unequally upon the two parties to a dispute. The employer 
can be compelled to pay certain wages so long as he keeps his fac^tory 
open, and he ran escape liability only by closing down his factory, 
but the individual workman cannot be compelled to work. The power 
given to the Courts to meet this difficulty in' Australia by fining the 
Union has not proved effective. In the earlier days the awards were 
usually obeyed, but it is to be remembered that they almost always 
prescribed a rise in wages.*’ ’’ The gravest test,” says Lord Bryce, 
” will come when the workmen are denied some increase they ask for, or 
employers begin to ask for a reduction.” Apart from tbis point, tbe 
frequent delays in tbe proceedings of the Wages Board and the inevi¬ 
table technicality of some of the rulings of the Industrial Courts are 
giving rise to great irritation. There are many instances of that, but 
the best way to illustrate it is by reference to the orders in the Lahour 
Gazette fixing minimum wages in respect of certain industries. I 
have here a copy of the Gasette containing the orders relating to the 
rope and twine industry. It covers nearly four closely printed pages 
and fixes wages for more than 60 different classes of operatives. Now 
an order of that kind means an enormous amount of work and imposes 
a heavy responsibility on the department which undertakes it. I find 
in ‘ a recent trade paper a statement which says that it is 
apparent that Trade Boards serve no satisfacdory pnrposo because 


sh'iking condemnation of the minimum wagex system is given in a 
Heport of tKe American Commission on Foreign Inquiry of ibe National 
Civic Federation in 1919. As far as I can gather, ibis body is repre¬ 
sentative of all classes of tbe community in America, and tbeir views, 
ns set forth in tbeir Beport, strike me as thoroughly impartial and 
deserving of great weight. As it may be of ^interest to the Council to 
hear what they say, I will read from the Heport. They say—** In the 
United States the minimum wage is unscientific and uneconomic in 
character. As its foundation, it has the idea that the opinion of one 
or two individuals may properly establish a sbindard of living for the 
members of some particular group, and at the market prices of some 
particular day, which society as a whole is obliged te pi'ovidc to the 
individuals of that particular group in return for a certain number of 
hours of work and quite without reference to uny practic:il or scientific 
co-ordination of real wages between different sections, or in relation 
to the service or work performed by those to whom that wage is paid.** 
In Great Britain and France, they go on to say there has been u more 
serious attempt to determine the economic wage, and those counteies 
enjoy the advantage of being*under a single (^ntial Government, 
whereas in America there are forty-eight States, each rcgnlating these 
questions on its own lines. But eyen in Great Britain end France, 
the Commission say, the application of the system is at fault in ignoring 
differences in individual or group standards of living, also market 
variations, and ignoring entirely the question whether society as a whole 
can pay the wage for the work done. This is an important lesson on 
which we in India would do well to ponder. 

Sere in India, as in America, we have the country divided into a 
number of provinces, each under its own system of local administration, 
and although minimum wage legislation would be passed by the Imperial 
Legislative Council in Simla, yet the duty of carrying out the principles 
in practice would fall upon the local governments. Variations and 
differences of opinion would certainly creep in. But I think that the 
most important thing for us to consider in India is, the American Com¬ 
mission* s finding that in all the countries in which they made inquiries, 
the minimum wage system ignores entirely the question whether society 
as a whole can afford to pay Ihe wage for the work done. I need hardly 
point out the enormous difficulties of coming te a satisfactory decision 
on a question like that under the conditions ^ society in India. 

Mr. Chaudhuri wants to know something about Australia. I have 
here an article written by Mr. Sidney Webb. What he says is that 
the minimum wage system has been a great success in the colony of 
Vicioria in Australia, but there are only 11,000 workers under the 
protection of the minimum wage system in Victoria. Now 11,000^ is 
about the number of people who are employed in a single fairly large 



on the application of this minimum wage legislation to the small and 
homogeneous population of an Australian colony. I have now g^ven 
the Council some practical illustrations from people who have had ez> 
perience of this minimum wage system in England. I have here also 
the opinion of some of the economists who have watched the working 
of the system in England. Professor Pigou, the professor of Political 
Economy in Cambridge, in his recent work on the Economics of 
Welfare, says that one result of the minimum wage system has been 
the expulsion from private industry of a number of low grade work¬ 
ers, although this tendency has in many cases been masked by 
the fact that the minimum wage fixed is very much below the worth 
of anybody except extraordinarily inefficient apprentices. But, he 
says, that when it is enacted that low grade workmen shall not in 
future be paid the rates of wages which they have been paid in the past, 
it necessarily follows that some of them will no longer be worth employ¬ 
ing. Professor Pigou further says that the minimum wage system 
would be impracticable in any country, except where it is associated 
with a well organised State policy of poor relief. We have of course 
no such policy in India. 

Another tendency of the minimum wage system is that it is apt to 
bear hardly on home industries. Home industries are in any case sub¬ 
ject to fierce competition with factory industries; and the home industry 
is of course one of the most important cases to which the minimum wage 
system is applied, because sweating is more common in the home indus¬ 
tries than in a large well organised work, and it is home industries which 
are least able to bear a rise in wages. A further objection to the mini¬ 
mum wage system is its tendency to encourage what is now called the 
** Ca Canny principle, that is to say, the workman does as little as he 
can for his wage. That principle, unfortunately^ is not confined to West¬ 
ern countries. It is, to put it mildly, as common in India as anywhere 
else, and as a matter of fact before the Committee on Industrial unrest, 
we had some evidence to the effect that the raising of the daily wages 
in coal mines had the effect of inducing labourers to put in less days’ 
work in the week. 

I do not propose to go further into .the theoretical objections which 
have been raised by political economists to the Tninlmnm wage. It is 
time now to turn to the practical position. In the first place I would 
ask the Council to notice that here in Bengal we have not, speaking gener¬ 
ally, the conditions of sweated industries which gave rise to this legis¬ 
lation in England. It is possible that in some of the small trades men¬ 
tioned by the mover of the resolution, things are not what they ought 
to ^e, but we have not at the present time sufficient information to justify 
us in taking action in regard to these small trades. If we did, we should 


state of affairs is such as to call for minimum wage legislation. More- 
over there would be one practical difficulty in applying this minimum 
wage system in Bengal. Broadly speaking, the wages in the industries 
in Bengal are regulated by agricultural wages, that is to say, the ordi* 
nary labourer comes from a village and, industriid concerns, in order to 
attract labour, must offer higher wages than he gets in his own village. 
Now that is the only principle on which we could regulate the minimum 
wage in Bengal. It is true that the minimum wage has been applied 
to the agricultural industry in England by a special Act passed in 1917, 
but that Act has given rise to serious complaints and a proposal to with¬ 
draw it is now under consideration in the British Parliament. However 
that may be, I think that members of the Council will agree that it would 
be impossible to apply the minimum wage to agricultural industries in 
this country. Apart from the fact that we have not sufficient knowledge 
for the purpose, apart from the fact that we should have to make allow¬ 
ances for all sorts of differences in land tenures and agricultural products 
and so forth, even if we could get over all these difficulties and fix a mini¬ 
mum wage which would be accepted by all as fair and reasonable, we 
have not got the staff to go round and see that these minimum wages 
were paid. I do not suppose that members of this Council would approve 
of the police being employed for regulating the minimum wage in the 
mufassal but as things stand, the police is the only agency which could 
be employed. 

Mr Chaudhuri has to some extent shifted his ground in his speech. 
In his resolution he asks for an Industrial Board to determine the mini¬ 
mum wage in each industry in Bengal. What he was really asking for 
in his speech seemed to he an inquiry to see whether there are any indus¬ 
tries in Bengal in which wages are insufficient. This is a very different 
matter, though of course, this proposal might lead to the adoption of the 
proposal in the resolution. I am not going to commit myself to the 
assertion that wages in every industry in Bengal are in a satisfactory 
state, but I do say that it would he very risky for Government or the 
Council to institute an inquiry into wages generally or in specified indus¬ 
tries on the sort of information that we have had before us this afternoon, 
The worst of inquiries by amateurs into labour conditions is that they 
are likely to do more harm than good. We have just had an inquiry 
into the causes of industrial unrest and Mr. Chaudhuri himself was 
responsible for that inquiry. Some of the members of the committee had 
experience of .labour, either from the side of employers or from the side 
of employees, hut 1 think I am speaking for my other colleagues who had 
no such experience when I say that we were conscious throughout, that 
we were treading on dangerous ground, that we wese dealing with forces 
whose exact magnitude was unknown to us and with facts and conditions, 



some good, and that the result of the inquiry will he useful; hut I do sug¬ 
gest that we should wait and see what the results of these inquiries are 
before we venture to tread on very much more dangerous ground. After 
all is it necessary for us to start an inquiry into wages in general? The 
experience pf Bengal during the last twelve months shows that labour 
has its own ways and means of pressing its demands on capital, and the 
recent Committee following the English authorities, laid it down as an 
axiomatic principle that the best and most satisfactory method of settling 
labour disputes between employers and workmen, is for the parties direct¬ 
ly concerned to come to an agreement between themselves. The Bai 
Bahadur agreed to this principle, but he now supports ihe proposal that we 
should set up an Industrial Board to settle wages. I suggest that on the 
principle laid down by our committee we ought to give employers and 
employed in the industries mentioned by Mr. Chaudhuri a chance of set¬ 
tling their differences, if differences exist. If, unfortunately, they are 
unable to come to an agreement, the proposals of our committee provide 
machinery for avoiding an open rupture and for facilitating the settle¬ 
ment of any matters on which these people cannot come to an agreement 
among themselves. 1 would urge that we should wait for the result of 
these measures before proceeding to institute further inquiries into indus¬ 
trial conditions on more detailed lines. 

That, I think, is all 1 need say in regard to the new issues raised in 
Mr. Chaudhuri’s speech. Turning to the resolution I need not point out 
that in a matter of this kind legislation must be under^ken in Simla or 
Delhi. At the present moment the Government of Bengal feel that, for 
the reasons I have stated, such legislation would be premature in Bengal. 
We have not sufficient information on which to base legislation or to pro¬ 
pose legislation to the Government of India. We see that legislation 
would involve very great risks to industry which we cannot at present 
see how to meet. We know that it would involve great expense as well 
as bureaucratic interference with industry which should not be under¬ 
taken unless we were very much more sure of our ground and of the 
benefits which we should secure than we are at present. Eor these 
reasons, I am afraid, I cannot accept the resolution on behalf of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; I rise to reply 
to a few points raised by various members. Mr. Watson-Smyth said 
in bis speech that industrial boards are unnecessary and very expensive. 
Here in this Council we have all heard of indusiaial boards in England; 
Trades or Industrial Boards were not set up in England by the agitafion 
of labour. I can show from speeches reported in the Hansard that 
labour was asleep when the first Trades Boards were introduced 
in England. It wus simply due to a few humane workers like 
Mr. Rowntrie and others, who saw that the wages were very very low, 


England with the conditions of India, hut we can compare the con¬ 
ditions of Australia with those of India because both of them are semi- 
agricultural countries and in both of them industries are only partially 
developed. If I had the report in my hand I could have shown that the 
minimum wage system was a tremendous success in Australia. The 
figures quoted by the Hon’ble Ifr. Kerr, vis., 11,000 workers affected by 
the system in Australia, relate to the year 1912, that is about nine years 
ago. Mr. Koberts, who introduced the Amending Trades Board Bill in 
19l8, showed that it was a tremendous success in Australia since it was 
introduced in Victoria. Labour in England, I mean the great Parlia¬ 
mentary Labour Party, had taken little or no interest in the discussions 
in Parliament. That is because the labour party knew that the British 
workers could raise their wages by demand and not through the Trades 
Boards Act. They knew that by strikes they could raise their wages. 
Here, in India, there is no strong striking capacity and 1 do not want 
strikes. There is but very weak combination among workers in India 
to strike and an Act of this kind is bound to protect labour from being 
exploited and minimise the miseries due to low wages, long hours and 
other conditions which, I may say, are almost brutal at least in some of the 
industries. Mr. Watson-Smyth said that the very fact that there is a 
scarcity of labour in the collieries shows that labour is well paid. I do 
not at all believe it. I can show you from statistics of wages published 
by the Department of Statistics—a Department which has been often 
unjustly pooh-poohed that it does not give accurate information—that 
colliery wages per month'have risen from Bs. 11 to Bs. 13-8-0 in four 
years since 1914, and Bs. 15 in 1921. An Indian miner, according to 
official report, can raise 119 tons a year. Taking the new rate of wages 
that has come into force four months ago viz., nine annas a tub, 
the utmost a miner can earn is Bs. 119 a year. A Belgian miner 
noted for his skill, could only raise 130 tons a year and gets 15 shillings 
per ton, while an Indian miner hardly gets 15 annas. In England the 
rate of miner's wages averages*£l-6-0 a ton, while a miner in India is 
considered to be well-paid by the mine-owners though he is given 
15 annas a ton and his utmost wage is Bs. 119 a year. 

Coming to sweating, a< great misconception has arisen regarding 
the definition of sweating." The Hon’Ue Hr. Kerr has admitted that 
there is sweating in this country. The meaning of the word ** sweat¬ 
ing was given by Hr. Boberts when he introduced the Bill. • ** Sweat¬ 
ing " means “ under-paying " or " paying wages far below the sub¬ 
sistence allowance." I am not thinking of housing or sanitary aiTange- 
ments but simply of the rate of wages that is in force in Bengal that I 
gave the (gures of tea garden wages. The maximum wage a coolie 
can earn to-day is Bs. 10 a month including every kind of grant made 
by the tea companies in the shape of distribution of grains at* cost 


and Orissa an agricultural, labourer gets 8 ^nnas a day and, in Bengal, 
we cannot get a day-labourer for anything less than 12 annas. Still 
there are some who say Ks. 10 is a fair wage in the tea garden because 
the coolies do not come away from there. What are they to do ? In 
the country we have more than su^cient agricultural labour. Our 
agriculture is not properly developed and added to this there is the 
trouble of the money-lender; hence villagers go away and work at low 
wages in far off places. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr has pointed out that the passing of an Act like 
this will necessitate the employment of executive officials and police 
officials to proceed against those who do not comply with its conditions. 
I did not suggest in my resolution that we were going to pass an Act in 
this Council for an Industrial Board. What I asked is the formation of 
a oommittee to inquire into the conditions of labour and to recommend 
to the Government of Bengal or to the Government of India the propriety 
or otherwise of passing such an Act. It wotild be ox>en to the Bengal 
Government or the Government of India either, to accept the Committee’s 
recommehdation or to refuse it. If the local Government refuse and 
the Imperial Government takes no steps, I am sure the League of Nations 
will compel them to do so. 

The resolution was then put and lost. 

District Advisory Boards. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to constitute 
district advisory boards composed of a few leading and representative 
men of the districts, to keep the Disti'ict Officers informed as to the 
trend of public opinion on all important questions, and to advise them 
on all important legal and executive measures.” 

The idea or the principle underlying the resolution is an old one; 
though not ** as old as the hills,” it has no pretensions to novelty. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, in meeting a similar proposal brought 
into this Council by my friend Babu Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri, described 
the proposal as something similar to the process of bringing out the 
old horse out of the stable to give it a fresh run-out- The question 
was also before the District Administration Committee, which evidently 
did not favour the idea,^ as the necessity for such advisory boards was 
not so much felt. The District Officers were the chairmen of the dis¬ 
trict boards, and as such' they were in constant touch with a large 
number of representative men of the district and in a few cases, they 
were the Chairmen of the district headquarters municipalkios. Fur¬ 
ther,^ as District Officers, they had to come in touch with many men in 
the dischpge of their judicial and revenue duties. I remember to have 



as at all necessary, exactly on the grounds set forth by the District 
Administration Committee. But the circumstances haye completely 
changed since then. The District Officers are no longer the Chairaien 
of the district boards and municipalities and in many districts they have 
been relieved to a large extent of their judicial and revenue duties, 
which are now relegated to the officers known as Additional District 
Magistrates. 

Their position is now one of great isolation. Further, under the 
present arrangements, these officers are not even so much in touch with 
the police, who are the purveyors of news to the official world, because 
the Police Depaitment has been denuded of a great deal of its old 
magisterial supervision. There are now fewer opportunities for dis* 
trict officers to come in touch with the public and the trend of public 
opinion, which, it must be admitted, has considerably developed aud 
grown more and more. 

It may be said that District Officers have to tour a great deal in the 
mufassal and they come in touch with the people in the course of such 
tours. Sir, we know that though such tours are meant for the purpose 
at which the resolution aims, yet I am bound to say that they are not 
productive of the results which we naturally expect out of them. Fur* 
ther, Sir, a good deal will depend'upon the personality of such officers. 
Those that are young and shy, those who cannot cast off their natural 
insular habits, and those who can hardly understand the vernacular of 
their districts and express themselves intelligibly to the common people 
in their own tongue are really very much handicapped in their work. 
No doubt the Government has issued circular aftei* circular, calling 
upon the District Officers to make themselves accessible to all classes of 
people, to be courteous and polite to visitors and so forth, yet tliey 
have proved infructuous as the x>eople did not feel the necessity of taking 
advantage of the good intentions of the circulars. Many people, who 
have their own axes to grind, own ends to achieve, and own purposes to 
serve, approach these officers and they are hardly the people, who are 
competent to advise independently and on right lines and who can be 
regarded as exponents of public opinion. Sir, the necessity for such 
boards becomes apparent, when we consider that there are many x>eople 
who fight shy of approaching the officials, unless called on to do so; and 
do not like to be very communicative, unless and until they feel that it 
is their duty to communicate the trend of public opinion frankly and 
fearlessly. There is now no paucity of independent, educated, honest 
and sober public men in the districts, who will only too gladly help the 
administration and the District Officers, by placing their honest opinion 
and information at their disposal, if they feel that it is their duty to do 
so. It is not my intention that the officers shall in any way be fettered 
or bound to follow such advice and to accept such information as the 



purely ** adTisory ” and nothing ipore. It has been said that many 
people get offended if their advioe is not accepted. But, Sir, I have 
not much to say about the mentality of men, who consider themselves, 
as the very repositories of wisdom; unless an opportunity is given for 
developing a sense of public duty, there is not much to hope for the 
growth and development of a healthy public life in the country—a con* 
summation which we all devoutly wish for. 

It has been said with a great deal of truth and emphasis, that the 
District Officers are the real pivots of the administration and, unless 
facilities are afforded to these officers to be in the closest possible touch 
with the people and public opinion, it is not quite fair to charge them 
for blunders and mistakes fraught with serious consequences. Many 
a pitfall can be avoided, many errors rectified, if the District Officers can 
read, fully and correctly, the public sentiments and thoughts. There 
is no use initiating grand and beneficent policies, there is no use pro* 
mulgating useful laws, unless full facilities be given to put them into 
real practice and operation. Here in the Council Chamber, there are 
many officials, who served their terms as District Officers and know 
and appreciate full well the responsibilities of the position of District 
Officers. The times have changed. The circumstances have altered 
and, it is said, we have to look at every question from a new angle of 
vision. We are all for efficient administration and any step calculated 
to make it more efficient is welcome. My idea is not to introduce a 
complicated machinery. The selection of advisors, the subjects on 
which advice and information should be sought, the occasions on 
which they are to be sought, must all be left to the unfettered discretion 
of the officers themselves and Government,, and I am confident that the 
experienced members of the Government can easily formulate a scheme, 
elastic and fluid enough, for the composition of such non-statutory 
advisory boards. 

I had talks with several officials in dhe mufassal, who regard the 
idea as useful provided their discretion is in no way hampered or fettered. 
Our Government is anxious to have a machinery for the dissemination 
of truth or a propaganda for placing correct . views of Government 
policies and measures before tbe masses, who are gullible enough to 
swallow any amount of baseless rumours or wilful misrepresentations 
and distortion of facts. Here is such a maebinery which, if properly 
handed, will be of immense use and has great potentialities. Such 
Boards if properly constituted, will be good interpreters of Govern* 
ment policies and measures. A good deal will no doubt depend upon 
tbe selection of tbe right sort of men, constituting such boards and I 
am confident that the Government with the help of the local officials can 
easily make a good selection. The necessity has been all the greater, 
on account of the fact that . comparatively junior ofilcers are now ‘ 


fieryices are no remedy; unless and until we forge some machinery for 
the crystallisation of public opinion and for information and know¬ 
ledge, and also something which may serve as interpreters between the 
Government and the people, we cannot expect real popular Government. 

The Hon*hle Sir Henry Wheeler, by his very tactful direction to the 
District Officers to consult the local members of the Council upon the 
relative importance and urgency of many requirements and projects of 
the Police Department, has, to my mind, taken a step forward towards 
the materialisation of the idea underlying the resolution. I only want 
a further extension of it to some other subjects too and the inclusion 
of some more representative men into this proposed consultative and 
advisory body. Mine is a very modest proposal, involving no expendi¬ 
ture, no loss of prestige and no complication. It is, I believe, calcu¬ 
lated to make the machine of administration smoother and more liable. 

I hope the Government will see its way to accept it at least as an 
experiment well worth trying. 

With these few words, I Commend the resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALIS 1 fully appreciate the spirit which has 
actuated Mr. Das Gupta to bring this resolution before the Council. 
He has very clearly pointed out the necessity for framing or forming 
such an advisory board, but there is one thing which has raised cer¬ 
tain misgivings in my mind. The resolution is silent on the point as 
to how the advisory boards should be constituted. The resolution simply 
says that the advisory boards should consist of a few leading and 
representative men. The word “ representative is rather ambiguous. 
I do not know whether the learned mover has included therein the 
representations of different communities. If in such Advisory Boards 
the different communities are adequately represented, then I think it 
would serve a very useful purpose. If my suggestion is accepted, the 
resolution would run thus:— . 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
he taken to constitute district advisory hoards in which different com¬ 
munities will be adequately represented to keep the District Officers 
informed as to the trend of public opinion on all important questions, and 
to advise them on all impOTtant legal and executive measures.’* 

If that amendment is accepted, I would support the resolution in the 
amended form. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA! I am prex)ared to accept 
the amendment. 

Tha. PRE8IDENTS The mover of the resolution wants to make a 



Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I have great pleasure in support¬ 
ing the resolution. It may be in the recollection of many of the mem¬ 
bers who are in the habit of reading the proceedings of the Imperial 
Legislative Council that Mr. Gokl^le brought in almost a similar resolu¬ 
tion before the Imperial Legislative Council years ago, and the objection 
on the part of the Government to accept that resolution was that there 
were district boards consisting of both elected and nominated members 
who fully represented the districts and upon whose advice the District 
Officers could always act. So there was no use having another 
advisory board superseding the district boards or sitting side by side 
with the district boards. But now there has been a complete change. 
The District Magistrate is no more the Chairman of the district board 
and he has scarcely any opportunity of coming in contact with men of 
light and leading in the district. No doubt he goes once in one or two 
years to inspect the municipalities, but he goes there not with a view to 
ascertain the wants of the people of the place but he goes there as a 
critic. Ho goes there with the last inspection report of the Sanitary 
Commissioner, the last audit report and also he goes there to see if the 
remarks and suggestions made by him in his last inspection report have 
been carried out by the municipal authorities. These are his functions 
when he goes to inspect the municipalities. He never comes in contact 
even with the municipal commissioners and consequently he cannot 
know their views on any subject; so I think that it would be a very good 
thing if the suggestion of my friend Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta 
be carried out, namely, that district advisory boards be formed. I 
think these district advisory boards may consist of members of the 
district boards both Hindus and Muhammadans as well as the leading 
commissioners of the municipalities of the district; also other leading 
men who fully represent the views of the people, because there are 
many men who do not want to come in as commissioners or as members 
of the district board but who still fully represent the views and feelings 
of the people of the locality. District magistrates will not lose anything 
by an interchange of views with these people. In fact they will gain 
much. 

My friend Mr. Das Gupta has already referred to the circular which 
has been recently issued by the District Magistrates, probably at the 
instance of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, to gauge the opinions of 
the members of the Legislative Council about tbe requirements of tbe 
police. This is^o doubt a very good move on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment, but this is only one instance in wbicb there have been meetings 
between the District Magistrate and the members of tbe Council regard¬ 
ing an important question. There are people in the district who hre 
not members of the Council but who still fully represent tbe views and 


family comes to Calcutta or near Calcutta they are invited hy the dis¬ 
trict authorities orhy divisional Commissioners to take part in the pro¬ 
ceedings and to do what they think proper and raise some funds either 
for alleviating distress or for-the purpose of giving a suitable reception.- 
I am of opinion that there should he permanent advisory committees 
who may meet once in two or three months for the puropse of an inter¬ 
change of views between the District Officers and the leading and repre¬ 
sentative men of the district. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Mauivi EKRAMULHUQ:! rise to oppose the resolution amended as 
it is. My reasons are that even in the amended form it does not give 
proper representation to the^iSerent communities; for the words used 
there are simply ** representation of the different communities ’’ and 
even if that amendment will go to the length of giving adequate repre¬ 
sentation, even then I would have objected to it. 

The PRESIDENT: There is the word “ adequate in the resolution 
as amended. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it al»olutely necessary that the 
words used in the resolution should be ** full and adequate representa¬ 
tives of the different communities.** We know that representation on 
bodies like these when left to the officials and to their sweet will are 
done in a most haphazard way. We have got a bitter experience of 
these matters. Kven to-day a certain question was raised and the 
Hon*ble Member for Government said that what was right and proper 
was done and the Hon*ble Member had no reason to look into the ques¬ 
tion of the representation of various people. This is the way of the 
officials! (1 am referring to Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea: he is absent, 

but I hoi)e his Secretary will take note.) I think I am right in saying 
that the Kon*hle Sir Ilenry Wh6«^r also gave a similar reply to a ques¬ 
tion that was raised with regard to the Police Department so far as I can 
remember. 

» 

Tho Hon*bl6 Sir HENRY WHEELER: My recollection does not 
follow the speaker at all. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: My recollection is that we get answers 
like these from various officers and it is for these reasons that even now 
we have not made enough progress in the matter of education and we 
are not fully represented in the various departments ^f Government. 
To my mind these officers in their private capacity are perfect gentle¬ 
men and they are not blind, but as officers they have no eyes to see and 
it is on the advice of their Secretaries and office notes that they act. 
And it is on this ground that I oppose the resolution and I would like 



Mj friend Babu Surendra Natk Bay referred to a similar resolution 
having been moved in the Imperial Council. But he for^t to say that 
the resolution was to the effect that a portion of representation to the 
district councils was to be by election. At a time like this, when we 
have got the Reforms, is it not disgraceful if the Council agrees that 
we are to depend for representation in the diff^nt districts on the sweet 
will of the Magistrate? We should (insider this point and we 8houl4 
also think whether it is not right and proper that this re^lution be 
withdrawn and a similar resolution brought later on. I may tell the 
House that I sent notice of a similar resolution on the lines of the late 
Mr. Gokhale, but it was out of time and so was not placed before the 
Council. All that I say is that I am fully in agreement and aocord vrith 
the spirit of the resolution, but I wish ^at a resolution which will be 
according to the wish of the people of ^e country should be brought 
before the Houw and not the one we have before us at present. 

Babu TANKANATH GHAUDHURI: I heartily support this resolu¬ 
tion. In times of trouble there is a very great necessity'for such an 
advisory board in the district headquarters. When there is no trouble, 
there may be no necessity for Advisory Boards, but in troublous times 
the necessity of having these boards is very great. 

Now, I want to say one thing. In the resolution and in the amend¬ 
ment the word representative ** has come in;^ I do not understand 
what the mover of the resolution means by the word ** representative.’’ 
Does he want Uiat the members of the Board should be elected by the 
people, or does he mean that Government should select such men as they 
consider to be called representatives of the people? In his reply, I hope 
he will make the point clear. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution.. 

s 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER" As ibe mover of this resolu¬ 
tion has admitted, it raises a question of considerable antiquity. 
Most matters relating to Indian administration have fairly respectable 
pedigrees, and this question is no exception to that rule. -The idea 
of these advisory committees found considerable favour about the years 
1907 and 1909, at the time when the Decentralisation Commission \^as 
sitting, and it found favour then largely on account of the support 
given to it by tbe late Mr. Gokhale. The idea was most fully investi¬ 
gated by the Decentralisation Commission, which started hy being 
rather attracted by it, but after lengthy inquiries they, with the ox6e|)- 
(ion of Mr. Homesh Chandra Dutt, were of opinion that it was 
inexpedient and inadvisable. Since tlien there was a very well known 
discussion in 1912 in the. Imperial Legislative Council, in which the 
difficulties of the proposal were pointed out; and •subsequent to that. 


therefore, n le not onnatoral that we haTe heard little that le new, and 
I can nrge little that is new on the other side. In fact one cannot 
hut regret that, wifh.the rather lengthy agenda before us, we haTe to 
sp^nd our time in reroasting those rathej ancient chestnuts. Howeyer, 
one important consequence of the antiquity of this subject has been tbat 
since the question was advocated in various quarters, now scrae 11 or 
13 years ago, there have been two changes of prime importance bear- 
ing^upon it. The first is, surely, the constitution of the new and 
enlarged Legislative Councils, which disposes of many of the reasons 
which, in the old days, were argued in support of these ideas. As our 
Councils are now constituted, we have in them from every district in 
the province practic^ly three or four members (including the miscel¬ 
laneous ccmstituencies connected with every district), and if those 
members are not competent to keep tbemselves informed as to the 
trend of views prevalent in tbeir constituencies, one may well ask what 
ore they here forP This new factor in the situation must add an addi¬ 
tional argument against the idea of setting up new and local bodies. 
Another change is this. The de-o£dcialisation of the local bodies has 
been urged to-day as a reason in supiiort of the proposal, whereas, to 
my mind, it can. only have a contrary bearing in. We are told that the 
Collector now stands in a position gf isolation, but, surely, whether he 
is with, or without, the district board, it is equally open to him to 
consult it; whereas he can now consult it as a purely non-ofilcial body, 
free from the sway which, we were often told in the old days, was 
exercised by the Collector himself to pervert its views. Therefore, in 
so f£& as the non-official advisory boards are concerned, we have them 
by the de-officialiaation of ike local bodies to an even greater extent 
than they existed previously. 

- Now, one difficulty in dealing with this question, which has been 
fairly constant throughout the discussion, is that it is mainly argued 
on the basis of generalities, and few care to tell us in detail either 
precisely what they want as regards the constitution of these com¬ 
mittees, or exactly what they want these committees to do. We have 
a description in the resolution that these committees are to consist of 
a few leading and representative men. Well, how sure they to be chosen ? 
If they are to be cboaen by selection—and Maulvi £kra- 
mul Huq h^ already voiced this criticism this after¬ 

noon—^there is one certain result, namely, that those who 
01*6 not so chosen will at once deny that, the members are either 
leading or representative. If they are chosen by election, by whom 
are they to be elected? Are we to set up the same par^hemalia which 
we have for the purposex)! Council elections?. We have.already heard 
io-day that we must have communal representation for Muhammadans, 
but, if sc, -it is equally arguable for Europeans and Kamind^. Are 
^^fe ic.bavs the some elaborate system of constituencies which we have 


for local bodies of ibis kiod? What will be the result? If ibe con¬ 
stituencies return the same representatives and leading men as they 
return to the Council, that will of course make it easier for the members 
of this Council, as knowing the opinions of the advisory committees 
to be those of themselves, they will be able to endorse and support them 
with far more emphasis. But if we are merely going to have a i-epcti- 
tion of the same opinion, why set up a double machinery? And again, 
suppose different men are elected, and we have two bodies of leading 
and representative men, surely this unfortunate Council will be left in 
some quandary as to which is to be taken as really leading and represen¬ 
tative P 

Babu Surendra Nath Bay has certainly broached an idea which is 
nltogetiier new to the previous discussions. Tn Hr. Gokhale’s scheme 
these committees were to consist of some 9 to 12 members, so isx as 
my recollection goes: but Babu Surendra Nath Bay would have all the 
members of the district boards, all the members of the municipalities, 
plus others, on these committees. But the former are already sitting 
on bodies which can be consulted; while to assemble them with others 
would mean a local parliament of some 50 or 100 members. Is such 
n body going to make for rapid working in the machinery of the dis¬ 
trict? As Babu Surendra Nath Bay has.reminded us, I rocently 
requested District Magistrates to constitute small local advisory com¬ 
mittees of their Council members to discuss local police affairs. Babu 
Surendra Natb Bay complains that this has been done only once; but 
I may tell him that I have been waiting for two months and have not 
yet received replies from all districts. What would happen to the 
unfortunate District Magistrate if be had to work his district in consulta¬ 
tion with 100 members, one shudders to think. 

Then again, another point of the first importance is—are the func¬ 
tions of these committees to be executive or advisory? Directly this 
point is proved among different witnesses we come to absolute diver¬ 
gence of views. The mover says—^let them 1x» advisory. One of the 
difficulties of that system is that it satisfies nobody, and we at once 
get the request, in one form or another, that these committees should 
be given the right of executive control. This is sometimes put forward 
in the form that the District Magistrate, if he differs from his com¬ 
mittee, shall refer to the Commissioner, and there are other variations. 
But a purely advisory function does not, and will not, satisfy any one. 
Bui if we are to^have executive boai'ds, it becomes all the more important 
to consider what they are going to do. We are told that they will 
keep District Officers informed as to the trend of public opinion on all 
important questions. If, by ** important questions is meant matters 
of local interest, which, as everybody knows, are the subject of much 
local tittle-tattle in every Collector’s charge, then I have no hesitation. 


which, far from assisting the CoUectoTt will senoitsly hamper him in 
his work, li, on the other hand, by ** important questions,** we mean 
those questions which bulk large in the public view, such as matters 
which come before this Council, then can anybody say at present that, 
in BO far as there is a vocal opinion in this country, it is not fully voiced 
and made known to all? There are non>vocal sections which are apt 
to be overlooked now, and would be more apt to be overlooked under 
the system of local advisory committees, hut in so far as vocal opinion 
goes which is able to express itself in a tangible form, that opinion, 
I submit, as is known to anybody who has any first-hand knowledge 
of the working of the legislature or of the discussions of large admini¬ 
strative questions, 'is fully known to all and sundry. 

One noticeable feature in this resolution, in which it differs widely 
from the resolution which was moved two years ago, is that it does not 
bring in the executive functions of tbe Collector. In the earlier debate 
I went through, one by one, the different functions which the Collector 
had to perform, and pointed out in detail that in connection with none 
of them was there a place for this executive advisory committee. 1 
do not wish once more to go through all these details; hut again I 
would remind the Council that to the extent that the work of Collector 
lends itself to advisory help, the Collector has ajlready such bodies. 
Taking judicial work, what is a jury but something in the nature of 
an advisory committee, in so far as it brings in non-officials to assist 
the Sessions Judge? Though honorary magistrates the non-official 
public is brought in to assist the Magistrate. Then again, nn the 
executive side, we have advisory committees for excise; we have district 
agricultural associations; we have co-operative societies and we have 
visitors to the local jails. Therefore whenever the subject lends itself 
to treatment in this way, bodies of this kind are already in existence. 

It has been suggested this afternoon that ad^dsory committees might 
be useful in the direction of publicity; and far be it from mo to under¬ 
rate the importance of that subject. But if 1 am convinced of one 
thing more than anything else, it is that if any success is to he achieved 
in this direction, it will be through the agency of non-official organised 
effort. To make publicity work a part of the function of the Bisirict 
Magistrate, pure and simple, will he largely to detract from its value. 

My general uid final objection to this resolution is that it is out 
of date. Whatever might have been said for it when the late Mr. Ookhale 
first xrat it forward, circumstances have now altogether changed; and 
they will change further in future. The proper line of development 
in associating the people more closely with ihe administration will be 
in devolving to local non-official bodies particular functions, uot^ while 
keeping these functions in the hands of responsible officials, attempt- 



Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTAl 1 am not going to 
press this resolution to a division. Ify object in moving this resolution 
was to suggest a macbinery for helping District Officers in times of 
urgency, as it has already been pointed out by my fiiend 
Babu Tankanath Cbaudhuri. However, as tbe Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler thinks that it will be a complicated machinery and that many 
questions will arise which will lead to difficulties and that an >advisory 
board of this kind will practically be of no use to the District Officers 
I am prepared to accept the opinion of the doyen of the Indian Civil 
Service. As far as my little knowledge of the mufassal goes we know 
that in spite of the existence of the district boards and other local bodies, 
the District Officers never care to have any contact or touch with them, 
not to speak of consulting them for purposes of advice. Of course it 
is a very good thing to say—^here you are, there are these bodies and if 
you adopt the ways suggested everything will be right. We know that 
it is not always done. 1 may inform the House, however, that it all 
depends on the personality of the officer. There are officers and officers; 
and I know there are some who are too anxious to know the views and 
sentiments of the people. But there are also officers who are too proud 
and too lazy to this sort of thing. However, as the officials do not like 
such things, I would be the l{»t person to move for setting up a machin¬ 
ery like this. After whnt has fallen from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
I do not press for a division- As regards the question of representation 
which has been raised by some of my friends, I may tell them that selec¬ 
tion or election would have been a matter for the Government to decide. 
As however Government do not like the idea I do not press the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: Do you want to withdraw the resolutionP 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Under the circum- 

* 

stances it comes to that. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdraw. 

Postponement of Civil Appeals. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: <*This Council recommends to 
the Government that the practice of postponing civil appeals sine dde and 
hearing them de die in diem without iixihg any dates, in mufassal 
courts, be discontinued.*' 

The wording of the resolution requires a little explanation. It simply 
means that in the district of Jessore, civil appeals are kept pending for 
some time without date and they are taken up from day to day and heard. 
This is really very hard both to the lawyers and to the litigants. I 
asked a question in the Legislative Council, inquimg in which districts 



I have ascertained that this practice was.introduced by one Mr. Sankey, 
who became a judge of Jessore in May, 1920, in the first year of his ser¬ 
vice. I am afraid that this judge had no idea whatsoever of the difficul¬ 
ties of the lawyers and the litigants owing to tliis system. Of course 
in the High Court there is a practice of postponing appeals sine die and 
hearing them from day to day. But these appeals lie on matters of law 
only. But in the mufassal courts it is otherwise. Before going into 
the legdslation on the subject, I beg to state that when appeals are first 
filed before the District Judge, after scrutiny, some days are fixed for 
the appearance of the respondent; when the respondent appears the 
law says, some date must be fixed. Section 16, order 41, says that on 
the date fixed or on any other date to which the hearing may be 
adjourned . . . Buie IT^says that on the date fixed, if the appellant 

does not appear the court may go on with the appeal. The rulings on 
the point are reported in II Weekly Reporter. The rulings say that if 
an appeal is heard without any day having been fixed and the appellant 
is absent the appeal is not liable to be dismissed for default. It should 
appear on the record that a date was fixed and thereupon the default 
will be valid. 

The circular of the High Court is also in accordance with this rule. 
The circular of the High Court ‘(rule 48, chapter I, volume I of the 
High Court’s General Rules and Circular Orders, Civil) runs as 
follows:—“ Ho Judicial proceeding of whatever nature should be 
postponed sine die,** 

But in Jessore what is being done is this: A date is fixed for the 
appearance of the respondent and these appeals ^e kept pending for 
several months and, all on a sudden after, an order is hung up on a notice 
board that the following appeals are liable to be heard from Monday. 
The difficulty under this arrangement is that the clients cannot be com¬ 
municated with and the respondent’s pleader cannot be found and the 
lawyers have to take all the briefs together and have to remember all 
the facts in order to be'prepared for the hearing of these appeals. The 
lawyers cannot be expected to remember all the facts when all on a sudden 
the appeal is taken up for hearing as they are not phonographic machines. 
From my little experience of the mufassal 1 know that when the heating 
is continued in the presence of parties many cases are compromised. In 
many cases the pleaders cannot always be present with the result that 
those cases are dismissed for default. Moreover when there are sessions 
cases and those cases collapse then the civil cases are taken up and the 
lawy ers cannot put in their appearance. These are practical difficulties 
which we have felt in Jessore. A representation was made to the High 
Court Judges who said that the Judge would accommodate the lawyers 
and the clients. In the meantime, however, the Judge was transfemd 



of the Indian Ciyil Service came and he also said thai he would follow 
the practice of his predecessors whether it was legal or illegal. 

I may point out that when appeals are fixed some dates are gdven 
and the judge has to sign the order sheet. Simply to shrink this work 
the judge followed this practice which is not in accordance, with 
the practice of the mufassal. The judge is there only to see that just¬ 
ice is done and not shirk his work. A great injustice in the name of 
justice is done to the parties only in the aistricts of Jessore and Bangpur 
where this practice is alone prevalent. I appeal to Government to make 
some such arrangement by which the law may be followed in Jessore 
and Rangpur, and with these words, I beg to commend this resolution to 
the acceptance of the Council. 

Maulvi 8YED NA8IM ALIS First of all I rise to support this resolu¬ 
tion not because I am acquainted with the practice of Bangpur or Jessore, 
but the members of the Alipore Bar Library were victims of this proce¬ 
dure for some time witbiit the past ten years. Since I joined the Bar I 
have found that as soon as appeals are filed according to provisions of 
law, a certain date is fixed for the appearance of the respondent and after 
the respondents appear the appeals are postponed sine die and they are 
put on the board. That is the usual practice because the appeals which 
have been filed earlier-must he taken up first and disposed of, and then 
subsequent appeals are taken up. A certain European—a comparatively 
junior officer—came to preside over the district as District Judge, and his 
idea was that, on some occasions when the sessions collapsed, or the 
original suits are compromised or the probate cases collapsed, the Judges 
had no work to do. Therefore* some provision must he made for such 
contingencies and the learned judge was also of opinion that small 
appeals, such as rent appeals of money appeals, might be fixed for hear¬ 
ing and no date should be fixed so that, if such contingencies occur, the 
Judge may take up any of such appeals and dispose of them; and his idea 
was that it would not cause any inconvenience because the pleaders of 
that particular district were quite competent to deal with these appeals 
and finish these appeals by looking into the records for five minutes and, 
therefore, they did not require any previous preparation. But* as the 
pleaders have got to give a certificate as to the grounds of appeal^ the 
members of the Alipore Bar met the leamod judge and pointed out their 
difficulties, and also pointed out the legal difficulties to which the mover 
has invited the attention of this Council—I mean to certain rulings of 
the High Court wherein their Lordships have said that, if no date is fixed 
and then if the appeal is dismissed for default, then that would not he a 
default within the meaning of rules 16 and 17 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The learned judge ruled that a date must he fixed and when he 
did hot fix a date he said that that appeal would be taken up any day that 


argued that this was the practice in tha High Court. In the High Court 
they prepare weekly lists and afterwards they prepare daily lists from 
\he list prepared for the week. Our contention, therefore, was that in the 
High Court on the appellate side they IiaTe not any original work to do. 
There the pleaders take up the appeal work and, therefore, they are not 
inconvenienced in any way. Besides the High Court has got to deal with 
questions of law on second appeals and there are some cases of first appeals 
and there, of course, the presence of the client is unnecessary to a certain 
extent. But in mufassal courts the appeals are first appeals and they are 
on questions of facts and, therefore, it is absolutely necessary that the 
clients also should be present at the time of the hearing of the appeal. The 
learned Judge after hearing us said that he would try his best to accom> 
modate the pleaders and the clients as much as possible, but how that was 
to be done was left vague. However, in the meantime, the learned Judge 
took leave and the permanent incumbent came and that practice was 
abolished. We have no difficulty now. As the mover has remarked, in 
some districts, some Judges simply to find out work, when original suits 
or sessions cases fail, try to adopt such a procedure. It is desirable, 
therefore, that this should be put an end to, and that the judges may be 
directed to fix a certain number of appeals for each day even if there be 
sessions work. He can do two or three appeals even with sessions cases. 
That has been done in every district. What is the good of putting a cer« 
tain number of cases on the board and then fixing no other date, and 
informing the pleaders that these appeals may be taken up any day that 
the court would have time. Under such circumstances it would be most 
inconvenient not only to the lawyers but also to the litigants They can* 
not anticipate when sessions cases would collapse or when original suits 
would be compromised and they would be dancing attendance from day to 
day while their appeal is not taken up—that is how the public are incon* 
venienced. There is no doubt that it is Very inconvenient to the pleaders 
also, as they have got to prepare their briefs and, if they are to prepare 
eight or ten appeals, they have to he prepared in every case although it 
is not likely that they will be taken up when sessions cases collapsed. 
That is the difficulty to which the pleaders are put under such circum¬ 
stances. The practice, as is prevalent in most districts, ought to be 
followed and there should be an universal practice everywhere. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, 1 have much 
pleasure in supporting this resolution. Everything that could be said 
has already been said by the gentlemen who preceded me. But I ought 
to tell the House that,the practice of the High Court is not exactly what 
it is represented to be that appeals are heard de die in diem. What ha])- 
pens is this. We have got a list for the day. Sometimes a list of below 
fifty cases is put up, for the oases which may be taken up, after the cmirt 
has finished hearing of appeals. But I do not know that within th^last six 



the moyer, that it is against the law to postpone a case without fixing a 
date. It may be conyenient for the court but it is yery inconyenient to 
the pleadersj the most prominent of whom are engaged in original cases 
in the mufassal. I support the resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLIGK: Sir, 1 perfecUy sympathise 
with the hon’ble moyer and 1 fully agree with him and that for two 
reasons. The first is, that pleaders are not gramophones, and the second 
is, that considerable difficulty is felt if cases are taken up in this way. 
What is done by some judges is'to treat these cases as what may be called 
stop-gap cases. That is a yery mischieyous policy. When a sessions 
case breaks down, owing to the non-attendance of the jury or the illness 
of the accused, and so on, these eases are called up. This helps the judge 
in reducing the number of appeals by dismissing them straight away. 
But it does not seem to be justice. It causes trouble both to the parties 
and to the lawyers concerned. I haye experience of these matters—a 
pleader is sent for and asked to plead when he has not eyen got his brief 
ready. It is certainly inconyenient for him when he is suddenly called 
upon to argue such a case. That is an arrangement which I am perfectly 
sure ought to be abolished. It may be yery conyenient to the judicial 
conscience of some of our judges though, I must say, not of all. There 
are judges who would do eyerything possible in the interests of justice 
to conyeuience the pleaders and parties and there are some who take 
these opportunities to knock out some of their appeals by dismissing them 
straight away. I therefore think that this motion ought to be supported. 

The Hpn’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Sir, when 1 first read the reso¬ 
lution, I thought it meant something quite different from what has been 
explained in this House by its moyer and the other speakers. As regards 
the x>ostponing of appeals sine die appeals haye sometimes to be 
postponed sine die as they may be goyerned by common questions of law 
which are pending decision of a superior appellate court. In such cases 
it is perfectly right to postpone other appeals in connection with which 
the same question of law are raised. Otherwise, the time of the Court 
would unnecessarily be wasted. Then, as regards the other part of the 
resolution, that ciyil appeals should not be heard from day to day, it 
would mean that if an appeal is taken up to-day it ought not to be heard 
the next day. Surely, that is how it reads though that is not apparently 
what was intended. What I understood the moyer and the other speakers 
to say was that certain District Judges do not arrange their lists, in such 
a way as to suit the conyeuience of the pleaders. Kqw, in the High Court, ' 
a list is put up for appeals which the judges think they might be able to 
dispose of in the course of the day. As a matter of &ot often they 
are^ot able to dispose of all those appeals. They dispose of some of fhem 
and the others are postponed, and that goes on from day to day. It 


that sort. The district judges in the mufassal have to hear appeals from 
the decision of munsifs and they have also to do original work both criin> 
inal as well as civil. They have to put up a list of appeals expecting that 
if the original business of the day is finished they would be able to go on 
with the list, but it sometimes happens that these appeals have to be 
adjourned from day to day. It may be that this causes some inconvenience 
to the pleaders, but that is not a matter for this House to deal with. If a 
wrong procedure is followed by a district judge, contrary to the ruling 
of the Hi^ Court, as has been suggested, then the aggrieved party should 
go to the High Court with his grievance. It is not for this House to lay 
down what would be the right procedure or wrong procedure. We are in 
fact asked that instructions may be given by the Government to the Court 
to arrange the business before them in a particular way, but surely the 
Government cannot lay down that in matters of procedure which are regu¬ 
lated by the law, the court should do this or should not do that. If in any 
particular case there has been a miscarriage of justice it is for the aggriev¬ 
ed to go to the High Court and have it redressed. It is not within 
the competence of Government to interfere with the discretion of the 
Court in such matters. 

Mauivi RAF! UDDIN AHMED: Sir, of course the Hon'ble Sir Ahd- 
ur-Kahim has said that it will be too hard for judges if my resolution is 
accepted. My idea is that when a case has been taken up it should be 
continued from day to day but that a date should be fixed before it is taken 
up. But this is not done in Jessore and that is what is objected to. We 
want that there should be some date given—some particular date—when 
such and such appeals are likely to be heard. But without fixing a date 
the appeal should not be heard. The Hou’ble Member has said that 
parties with grievances should go to the High Court. But in every ease 
it is not possible. So they want the Government to recommend to the 
High Court that such practice should be discontinued in mufassal courts. 
I do not think it is illegal for this Council to make such a recommenda¬ 
tion. This Council would not be laying down the law in the matter but 
would only send a recommendation to the High Court. The lower courts 
are under the Government also. If a reply were given to my question the 
mattter would have been more clear. But it has not been given. All that 
I want is that our recommendations may he forwarded to the High Court. 
As regards the wording of the resolution, I may say that it is the wording 
of the Judge as he dictates it. 

The motion being put a division was taken with the following result 

AYES. 

Afimtd, Khan Bahadur Maulwl watHnuddin. Chaudhuri, Baku Kithari Mahan. 

Ahmad, Mauivi RaB Uddin. Chaudhuri, Maulvl thah Muhammad. 

Ahmad, Munahi dalar. Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 




QIMM, R«l Mhadtir JtcMidra Ohuiidtr. 
Huq, MMlvi tkraiiiul. 

KarifNi Maulvi amuI. 

Karhiii Mautvl FashiL 
Khan Maulvi Hamid'ttd'diii. 

Makramalii llun*hl. 


Maitraf Or. datliidni Nathi 
Hutllok. BabM tiiraMra Nam. 
Nathtr, Oaba Ham Chandra. 
Ray, Raja Manitall tinfh. 
larkar, Rabu detaah Chandra, 
•arkar, RaNi Riahindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Rirlay, Mr. L 
Rampas, Mr. C. H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Caiyid 
Naamb Ali, Khan Rahadur. 

Oaa, Rai Rahadar Amar Nath. 

Donald, Mr. d. 

Cupta, Mr. N. R. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. t. 

Harnail, Hr. W. W. 

Karr, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. H. 

Lang, Mr. 4 . 


Laai, Mr. D. H. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Hr. P. c. 
O'Mallay, Mr. L. t. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd*ur. 

Ray, Rabu turandra Nath, 
tuhrawardy, -Dr. Hataan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Humyn Chahaad. 
Whaalar, tha Hon'bla Sir Hanry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 21, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned to the next day, Friday, the 8th July, 
1921, at 3 F.K. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council assembled at 3 p.k. on the 8th July. 1921. in the 
Council Chamber in the Town Hall. Calcutta. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon*ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 104 nominated 
and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

■■ Sadhu ” as Kumar of Bhowal. 

187, Babu FANINDRALAL DE: {a) Will the Member in 
charge of the Dex>artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to make a statement giving particulars of the inquiry made prior to the 
publication of the notification by the District Magistrate of Dacca, declar¬ 
ing the sadhu claiming to be the Kumar of Rhowal, to be an impostor? 

(h) Is it a fact that a few supporters of the said claimant wanted an 
opportunity to produce evidence and to cross-examine witnesses who were 
then making statements affirming the fact of cremation ? 

(c) If so, was such opportunity given to them?' If not, why not? 

(d) Is there any truth in the allegation that the witnesses examined 
in Calcutta, Darjeeling and Dacca were either produced by or on behalf 
of Babu Satyendra Nath Banerjee, brother-in-law of the second Kumar 
of Bhowal? 

(e) Is there any truth in the allegation that Hie Deputy Magistrate 
who made the inquiry at Dacca, was assisted by men belonging to a party 
whose interests would be adversely afi^ected if the alleged indentity of 
the sadhu were established ? 

(/) Will the Hon*hle the Member be pleased to make a detailed state¬ 
ment giving particulars of the recent incident at the Miraapur cutcherry 
of the Bhowal estate, in which a Muhammadan was shot dead and two 
other persons were wounded? 

(^) Under whose orders and why were armed escorts provided to the 
drummer while making the proclamation ? 

(h) Is it a fact that copies of printed notifications were widely circu¬ 
lated among the tenants before the said proclamation of the purport 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 

(a), (6), (c), (d) and (e). The matter is being dealt with by the 
Court of Wards, and Government must decline to make any statement.. 

(/) The incident will form the subject of judicial proceedings. 
When these proceedings are completed, a copy oi. the judgment, if desired, 
will be laid on the library table. 

(ff) No armed escort was provided for the drummer. 

(h) Printed notifications were sent to all naibs to have them publish¬ 
ed by beat of drum. 

(*) The object of the proclamation was to acquaint the tenants 
with the facts and to prevent ignorant tenants paying money to wrong 
persons. • 


Financial management of the Calcutta University. 

188. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER. (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Kinister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the fact made public by Mr. Charu Chandra Biswas, a member 
of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University, about the mismaiiageiaent 
of the finance and trust funds and the objectionable manner in which the 
budget of the University is usually prepared and passed by the Senate? 

(b) What steps are taken to check the accounts and control the 
finance? 

(c) Is it a fact that treasury bills belonging to a specific trust fund 
were pledged by the University last year? 

(d) If so, what is the name of the fund to which the treasury bills 
belonged ? 

(<f) What are the terms and conditions under which the Univereity 
held the said fund ? 

(/) What are the exact terms of the resolution of the Syndicate 
empowering the Registrar of the University to pledge the treasury bills, 
and what are the terms of the resolution of the Senate confirming the 
action of the Syndicate ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT cl EDUCATION (the 
Hon’bla Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) The newspaper accounts of the episode 
to which the member refers have been noticed. 

(b) Tlie accounts of tbe University are annually audited by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, and tbe audit reports were, until the con¬ 
trol of the Calcutta University was recently handed over to this Govern- 



(c), (J), (e) and (/) The Government have no information, hut a 
reference has been made to the Calcutta University and when replies have 
been received they will be placed on the library table. 


Cholm and Malaria in Faridpur. 

189. Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self>Govemment be pleased 
to state what has been the number of deaths from cholera in the different 
subdivisions of the district of Faridpur in the years 1918, 1919 and 
1920? 

(b) What arrangements Have been made by Government to supply 
good drinking water in the areas particularly affected with cholera in 
that district? 

(c) Have Government any statistics to show what paiis of Faridpur 
are considered as highly malarious ? 

(d) Has there been any anti-malarial project worked up in those 
parts? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when 
such a project is likely to be taken in hand ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): 

(a) The figures are given in the following statement:— 


SXIBDlTlSlOir. 

»18. 1 


i»:o. 

Sadar 

1,035 

1,684 

312 

Gopalganj 

774 

1 

307 

736 

Madaripar ... ... 

1,494 

797 

760 

Goalondo ... ... 

1,282 

494 

409 

Diatriot Total - ... 

4,585 

3,282 

2,217 


(&) The provision of good drinking water is a work of loc/al sani¬ 
tary improvement which should be taken up by the local authorities con- 





(c) The following statement shows the fiye thanas in which malaria 
is most prevalent:— * 


NAXK or THAKA. 


»19. 

IMO. 


ftatio per 
mille. 

iB 

BaUo per 
mille. 

1 

MorUlity. 

Hatio per 
mille. 

Madaripur 



6,732 

26*3 

7,382 

32'6 

8,954 

39*5 

Palong 

• •• 

••• 

8,115 

22-8 

7,777 

21*9 

ID,776 , 

1 

30*3 

Balliabandi 


a«e 

2,391 

29-2 

1,762 

21*5 

2,663 

32*2 

Bhut^oa 

• •• 


2,G13 

290 

2,029 

22-5 

3,030 

33-6 

Pangea 

• •• 

• •a 

3,345 

27-2 

2,604 

21*2 

3,774 

30*7 


(d) and (e) No anti-malarial scheme has been prepared. The 
District Board of Faridpur, like other District Boards, has been asked to 
convene a conference to which the leading men of the district will be 
invited to formulate schemes of water-supxdy and anti-malarial opera* 
tions. The conference will be held shortly and I hope to attend it. 

Epidemic of cholera due to drought. 

190. Babu JATINDRA NATH BABUi (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to say whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the 
spread of cholera in Bengal during the present hot weather? 

(b) Is it a fact that there was very little rain last cold weather? 

(c) Did the Government take any special steps or urge local bodies 

(o take such steps so that the drought during the hot weather might be 
met, and the spread of epidemics due to the want of a supply of good water 
might be retarded ? ^ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) Gov¬ 
ernment are aware that there was a genaral increase of cholera during 
the month of April, but it bas been on the decline since Hay. 

(b) Rainfall was in defect in the month of November and December 
1920; it increased appreciably in January, 1921, but again diminished in 
Februaiy. 

(c) The Department of Public Health has been periodically noti- 










circular to the Chairmen of all District Boards nrfiag upon them to adopt 
a proper system of anti-cholera work: a similar circular was issued in 
theioUowing month to the chairmen of Municipalities. Copies* of these, 
circulars are laid on the library table. Local authorities of the localities 
which returned a serious increase of cholera were specially urged by the 
Department to adopt immediate preventiTe measures and to improve the 
water-supply. 


Partition of tauzi No^ 127^ Khulna. 

191. Babu JOGENORA NATH ROY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (liand Revenue) be 
pleased to state— 

(i) since when the work of partition of tauzi Ko. 127, Rhulna, has 
been going on; 

(it) when Government expect to finish the work; 

(m) the number of office staff engaged in this work and the cost 
incurred up to date by the parties concerned in the partition of 
tauzi No. 127; and 
(tv) the area of the tauzi. 

(b) Are the Government consideriiig the desirability of finishing 
the work of partition of tauzi No. 127 before undertaking settlement 
operations on the tauzi, or, in case it is not found possible to finish the par¬ 
tition of the tauzi within a short time, to defer settlement work till the 
completion of the partition? 

(c) Are the^ Government aware of the fact that the proprietors will 
not benefit by the settlement unless partition is completed before settle¬ 
ment? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) Since the 9th September, 1912. 

(u) Partition is expected to be finished by the end of September, 
1922, provided no objections are raised by the parties at any stage. 

(iit) The number of office staff is 6. They do work in connection 
with the partition of other estates in addition. The cost incurred up to 
date for this estate is Rs. 59,848-0-9. 

(»v) The area is 66,000 acres. 

(5) As the attestation in the settlement proceedings will be done in 
1923-24, and final publication will not take place till the middle of 1925, 
there would be no difficulty in incorporating the results of the partition 
in the settlement record,, even if the partition proceedings are not finished 
until a year after the estimated time. There is, therefore, no necessity 
to defer settlement work till the completion of the partition proceedings, 
(c) The benefit to the proprietors will be enhanced if the partitioh 






Primary schools in Farldpur. 

192. Mauivi ABDUL KARIMS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Edncation be pleased to state the number 
of the following class of schoob in the Faridpur district:— 

- (») Board primary school for boys, 

(m) Board primary school for girls, 

(m) Aided primary school for boys, 

(tv) Aided primary school for girb, 

(v) Unaided primary school for boys, 

(vi) Unaided primary school for girls, 

(vii) Aided maktabs for boys, and 

(viii) Aided for girls P 

(b) What is the average number of primary schoob under a sub¬ 
inspector of schoob in Faridpur P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Dbtrict Board of 
Faridpur passed a resolution in December bst recommending the appoint¬ 
ment of five additional sub-inspectors in the district of Faridpur P 

(d) Are the Government going to make these appointments P 

(e) If so, whenP 

The Hofl’bte Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) (i) Board primary schoob for 
boys, 19B. 

(it) Board primary schoob for girls, 2. 

(iri) Aided primary schoob for boys, 1,080. 

(tv) Aided primary schoob for girb, 673. 

(v) Unaided primary schoob for boys, 225. 

(vi) Unaided primary schoob for girb, 209. 

(vii) Aided maktabs for boys, 457. 

(i;ut) Aided maktabs for girb, 293. 

(b) The average number of primary schoob under a sub-inspector 
of schoob in Faridpur, 208. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No; funds do not permit. 

(e) This question does not arise in view of the answer to (d). 


Technical schools in Faridpur* 

193. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM, (a) Is the Mon'ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education aware that the District Board 
of Faridpur passed a resolution for the establishment of one technical 
scthool in each subdivision of the district, and prayed for pecuniary 
Help from the Department P 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) If the resolution to which the 
member refers had for its object the establishment of technical 
schools, this question should have been addressed to the Hon’ble Minis¬ 
ter in charge of Agriculture and Industries. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Education is informed that in April last the Yice-Chairman of 
the Faridpur District Board submitted to the Industries Department a 
scheme for starting wood-work classes in the ordinary schools. The 
Industries Department were not in a position to provide funds for the 
proposed classes, as they lie outside the sphere of that Department. 

(&) The Education Department are making inquiries. 

Cost of bandage cloth for patients of police cases. 

194. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM S Will the Hon*ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to state 
the^cost of price of bandage cloth for patients of police cases in each 
subdivision from 1917 to 1919, and the average savings of Government 
from non-payment of that cost for those years in the whole of the Presi¬ 
dency? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A 8tatem<mt is 
laid on the table. The orders directing that the charges for the dress¬ 
ings of patients in medico-legal cases in class III dispensaries should 
be met in all cases from the funds of the dispensaries concerned were 
not in force before June, 1919. 
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Muhanunadan marriage r^istrars in the BakarganJ district. 

185. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: WiU the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that the posts of four Muhammadan marriage 
registrars were sanctioned in the year before last or 
thereabouts for the district of Bakarganj, and that the 
Standing Committee nominated the candidates for the posts; 

(n) why the posts remained vacant for these years; 

(m) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
appointing Muhammadan marriage registrars and kazis for 
each thana of the district of Bakarganj; 

(iv) the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 
subdivision of the district of Bakarganj from 1918 to 1920 P 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (i) and (ii) Yes. In June, 1918, 
four new offices in the district of Bakarganj, viz., at Bakarganj, TTzir* 
pur, Rajapur and Daulatkhan, were sanctioned. On the representation 
of the Muhammadan registrars, whose incomes were affected, the dis¬ 
trict registrar of Bakarganj proposed that the opening of these offices 
might be postponed and the matter was kept in abeyance for one year. 
On the expiration of that period the district registrar was asked to sub¬ 
mit nominations for these offices, but the Muhammadan registrars who 
were affected, again prayed for a postponement, and the Inspector of 
Muhammadan Registration Offices was deputed to make local inquiries 
and to report. His report has been received and appointments for 
the Rajapur and Uzirpur offices have been made. The appointment of 
the Muhammadan registrar for Daulatkhan has been gazetted, and a 
nomination for the Bakarganj office has been called for from the district 
registrar. 

(m) The answer fs in the negative. The opening of new offices is 
governed by the principle laid down by Government in paragraph 11 of 
Government resolution No. 1410 T.—R., dated the 24th September, 1917 
(extract laid on the table), and is determined by the demand for such 
offices in a particular place. 

(tv) A statement is laid on the table. 

Extract^ paragraph 11, from Kesolution No. 1410T. — R., dated 
Darjeeling, the 24th September, 1917, referred to in the reply to 
unstarred question No. 195(iii). 

11. Between 1912 and 1916 the number of Regiatration offices has only 
increased from 273 to 276: the Gk>vemor in Council desires that the Inspector- 
General of Registration will examine the position with a view to increasing 
number of offices in areas in which facilities for registration are found to be insuffi- 
oient. Tn malnno thin ezaminatinn the InsDeetor-Oeneral of RAfristrAtinn will nf 



from tftking up this work. MoreoTer, in areas in which an individual Begistrar 
has the Act popular and increased the number of registrations, considera¬ 

tion should be shown to the successful Registrar during the oontinuanoe of his 
incumbency. But even after due weight has been given to those factors in the 
situation there is probably room for a eubstantiel increase in the number of 
offices. The Governor in Council therefore awaits the specific proposals of the 
Inspector-General of Registration. 


SiaUfMnt referred to in the reply to nnetarred question No, 195 (I'y) 
showing Vw number of bigamy cases tn the criminal courts of each 
subdivision of the district of Bakarganj from 1918 to 1920, 
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Salary slips to olllciating Munsifs. 

196. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaeed to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that salary slips for EvS. 300 have been issued 
to only some of the, officiating Hunsifs who have completed 
one year’s service, and not to all such Munsifs; 

(u) if so, what is the reason for this differentiation in treatment 
between one officiating Munsif and another ; 

(Hi) whether the officiating Munsifs who were in employ np to the 
closing day of the Puja vacation, 1920, and then again in 
employ from the reopening day after the Pnja vacation, will 
get their salary for the Puja vacation of 1920 when the scheme 
for appointing probationers is ultimately given effect to; 

(tu) the number of vacancies at the present time in the existing 
cadre of Munsifs; 

<v) the reason why these vacancies,have not been filled np yet; 

(m) whether it is a fact that some of these vacancies have been in 
existence for more than one year; and 


(b) Will tlie Hon*ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Depart^ 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he proposes to undertake in the course of this year a 
tour to some of the outlying parts of this Presidency to ascor- 
tain on the spot some of the legitimate grievances of officers 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial); 

(u) whether the scheme for appointing probationers to the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) is likely to be given effect to before 
the Puja vacation of this year; and 
(ttt) if not, how many of the officiating Munsifs are likely to be 
relieved on the date of the closing'of the Civil Courts for the 
Puja vacation. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir AlHLur-Rahim) S (a) (t) Salary slips for Ba. 300 were issued to all 
Munsifs who could not complete two year’s actual service before 1st 
December, 1919, the date from which the new time-scale of pay was given 
effect to. 

(tt) Does not arise. 

(ttt) The question does not arise at present, as the probationary 
system bas not as yet been introduced. 

(tv), (v), (vt) and (vu) There is only one vacancy at the present time 
in the existing cadre of Munsifs, and it occurred on the Slst May, 1921, 
and this recent vacancy is likely to be filled up before the Puja vacation, 
1921. 

(h) (t) The Hon’ble Member will go on tour in the usual course 
when he will be glad to see any judicial officer. 

(u) No definite statement can now be made, as tbe matter is still 
under consideration. 

(ut) Does not arise. 

Demonstration farms in each thana and oiroulation of reports, etc., in 
• vernacular. 

197. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will tbe Hon'ble tbe Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state whether he is in a position to give an approximate time by which 
each thana will have at least one demonstration farm P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of circulating 
in the vernacular of each district, the annual report and the results of 
the research of the Agricultural Department through the union com¬ 
mittees, primary schools and other proper agencies? 

MINISTER in ohtfge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 



Oovenunent to establish demonstratioof farms in each thana. Under 
present arrangements district farms are to be established first and such 
funds as are available are being devoted to this purpose. 

(b) The annual reports of the agricultural stations and the bulletins 
and leaflets are translated into the vernacular and distributed locally. 
An agricultural journal in the vernacular is issued quartely and widely 
circulated. 


Registration in BakarganJ and a substitute for the Sub-Registrar at 

Patuakhali. 

198. Maluvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the greatest number of documents are registered in the 
month of May each year in the district of Bakarganj ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the sub-registrar of Patuakhali took leave for 
21 days in the month of May, 1921, and that no substitute was placed 
there for the time P 

The Hon’bie Mr» P. C. MITTER: (a) The figures for 1921 are not 
available. In 1919 and 1920 the number of documents registered in 
May was greater than in other months, while in 1918 the number of 
documents icgistered in .^pril and June exceeded that for May. 

(b) Yes. The oflice of the Sub-Itegistrar, Patuakhali, was closed 
from the 3rd May to 25th May, under the exceptional circumstances 
detailed below; but,there has been no complaint of any inconvenience. 
There is a joint office at Betagi (a steamer station) within easy reach 
of Patuakhali. 

On the 11th May last the District Registrar infoi'med the Inspector- 
General that he had permitted the sub-registrar of Patuakhali to proceed 
on leave from 3rd May in antici|>ation of sanction, and had directed the 
Subdivisional Officer of Patuakhali to depute a Sub-deputy Collector 
to carry on the work, hut unfortunately no Sub-Deputy Collector was 
available. A relieving officer, who was then acting at Daudkhandi in 
Tippera, but who was expected to be relieved on or about the 10th, 
was directed by wire to join Patuakhali without taking joining time. 
He was delayed in being relieved, and when he started for Patuakhali 
he was prevented from joining there on account of steamer and railway 
strikes. The permanent incumbent joined Patuakhali on the 26th May, 
after cancelling the unezpired portion of his leave. 

Appointment of members of Bengel Civil Service to posts of Under or 
* Assistant Oserstaries. 





it is a fact that no member of the Bengal CivU Service (Judicial) has 
been appointed to act as XTnder-Seoretary or Assistant Secretary to 
Government ? 

(h) Whether it is a fact that two members of the Bengal Civil 
Service (Executive) are serving as Assistant Secretaries to Government at 
present ? 

(o) Whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
appointing two members of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) in the 
Bengal Secretariat? 

(d) Whether the Government intend to throw oi>en to the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial), the Assistant Secreioiyship in the Legislative 
Department aod the Ilegistrarship of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

MEMBER in chargft of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) The answer is in the affirmative, so 
far as concerns the appointment made up to the present. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The question is apparently based upon a theory that these posts 

must be filled on equal proportion from the Executive and Judicial 
Branches. That theory has never been accepted and there is no 
intention of accepting it. ‘ 

(d) These posts are at present not vacant and the question of how 
they are to he filled in future will not arise so long as the present incuni- 
l)ents remain in the office. 

Scheme for training mechanical apprentices at Kanchrapara. 

200. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries he pleased to state the present progress of the scheme for train* 
ing mechanical apprentices at Eanchrapuraj the present number of such 
apprentices and the amount of the yearly allotment for this particular 
purpose? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDURI, Khan 
Bahadur! In accordance with the recommendations of the Kanchrapara 
school committee a hostel with superintendent’s quarters for the Indian 
apprentices has been constructed at a cost of Ks. 76,553 and it has been 
arranged to purchase the loco superintendent’s office at Kanchrapara for 
the accommodation of the .school at a cost of Bs. 43,139. The whole 
scheme for the training of apprentices is now being submitted to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India for approval. The number of apprentices at present 
undergoing training is not known. An enquiry has been made, and on 
receipt of the information it will he communicated to the member. The 
cost of the training of apprentices is met by the Eastern Bengal Bmlway. 



Deveiopment Board. 

201. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hou’ble the Minister in charge oi the Department oi Agriculture and 
InduHtries ho pleased to stale when the Development Board, as indicated 
by Sir T. llolland, for Bengal is going to be formed, and how it is to be 
constituted P 

(h) Will non-uiticial Indian industrial experts be included in the 
forthcoming Board P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB All GHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a)and(/>) A Development Board for this province is not cou> 
sidered necessary at present. 

Supply of officers for working private demonstration farms. 

202. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) wiU the 

Honshu the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Agricultural 
Department supplies ofBcers at the cost of the Government to private 
individuals for working demonstration farms P 

(h) Is any distinction made for supplying officers for the purpose, 
between Kuropeans and Indians who otter land for demonstration fannsP 

(r) Has an officer been supplied to work a demonstration farm, lands 
for which have been given by a private individual, in Ghosu, in the 
Sundarbans P 

(d) Will the Hou’ble the Minister in charge be pleased to stale the 
quantity of land offered by the owner for this particular farm, and the 
yearly cost to Government for permanently keeping an officer and his staff 
of men on the farm P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the locality where this 
farm is situated is considered unhealthy and unsuitable for demonstration 
farm? 

(/) Will the Hon’hle the Minister he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that a private gentleman, an Indian of Mahisadal, Midnapore, offered 
land and building worth Rs. 1,00,000 to the Agricultural Department, 
Bengal, and prayed for the opening and working of a demonstration farm 
there? 

///) fs it a fact that this offer has been refused by the Agricultural 
Department ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle the Minister he pleased to state the reasons 
for the refusal P 

,TIm Hofi’blothe Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) In exceptional circumstances an officer is supplied in an 



(b) No. 

(c) Tea. 

(<2) 20 bxghas. Annual cost to GoTernment amounts to Bs. 600 at 
present. 

(e) No. 

if) Yes. The value of land and buildings was estimated by the 
Collector at Rs. 15,000 only. 

{g) and {h) Yes. The ofiPer of land and building in question was 
made in 1920, but as the place was found to be somewhat inaccessible, 
either by rail or steamer, and our staff was very limited, the scheme had 
to be dropped pending the fxirther development of the Agricultural 
(Department. A proposal has been recently made by the District Board 
of hfidnapore to utilise this land as a District Board Farm, and arrange¬ 
ments have been made to provide a suitable farm manager and to render 
all assistance and advice possible. 

Mining education. 

203. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the number of mining students receiving 
practical training in the Bengal coal-fields, either at their own cost or 
at the cost of colliery owners, and what it costs the Government for 
their theoretical training in different lecturing centres? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khui Bahadur: From the latest figures available, it appears that the 
number of mining employees attending the different lectui'e centres in 
the Bengal coal-fields is about 150 at the ordinary lectures conducted 
in English, and about 90 at the elementary lectures given in Bengali. 
The numbers fluctuate considerably. The total cost to Government for 
the session 1920-21 imiounted to Ks. 2,213. 


Non-official chairmen for local boards. 

204. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Goveinment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the principle of appointing 
non-official chairmen for the local boards in this province has not been 
enforced as a general rule as in the case of the district boards? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to make a statement 
showing the number of local boards in this Presidency as against the 
number of elected non-official chairmen of such boards? 





the Legislative Council held on the 5th of April, 1921, which was 
accepted by Government and carried nem con, Government have already 
directed that no official member of a local board ^ould stand for elec¬ 
tion as its Chairman. The order will be given effect to as the terms 
of office of the existing official Chaiimen expire. 

(5) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question ATo. 204 (6) 
showing the number of elected non^official Ghairmen of Local Boards 
in each Division and the total number of Local Boards in each, 

So. o( electftd oon-oO* 


Oivi^too. 


No. of Looft] Boordo* 

eiiil Chairmen 
Boarda. 

Burdwan ... 


17 

9 

Frpsidency 

• •• 

... 21 

12 

Dacca ... 

• •• 

17 

12 

CliittagODg 


7 

7 

Kajslialh ... 


13 

6 


Total 

75 

46 


Government Commercial Institute Calcutta. 

205. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the l)ei)artreent of Agricultui’e and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is contemplated to enlarge the present 
teaching staff of the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, by 
the appointment of a Principal from England? 

(5) Is it a fact that there is already a strong staff with a Principal? 

(c) If the answer to clause (a) of the question be in the affirmative, 
are the Government considering the desirability of abandoning tbe 
proposal? 

(d) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
and the names of the members of the Governing Body of the said Com¬ 
mercial Institute ? 

{e) Is it a fact that there has been no substantial cliange in the 
personnel of the Governing Body since the Foundation of the institute ? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. But if there is no prospect of an officer being 
recruited in England in the near future the Secretary of State has been 
asked to permit this Government to advertise the post and recruit an 
officer locallyi 






Commercial Geography hae been officiating as Principal and there is a 
qualified staff. 

(c) Ko. 

(e2) The present Board is composed of nine members, including the 
President. Their names are given below:— 

(1) W. A. Lee, Esq., President. 

(2) W. H. Everett, Esq., Inspector of Technical and Industrial 

Institutions, Bengal. 

(3) W. Statber Hale, Esq., Hegisti’or, Joint Stock Companies, 

Calcutta. 

(4) B. E. G. Eddis, Esq., Messrs. Gillaiiders, Arbuthnot & Co., 

8, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

(5) J. C. Coyajee, Esq.,-Senior Professor of Economics, Presi¬ 

dency College, Calcutta. 

(6) Babu Amulya Bhone Addy, m.l.c., 78, Chetla Road, Alipore, 
* Calcutta. 

(7) Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur, u.a., h.l.c., 8 B, Lall Bazar 

Street, Calcutta. 

(8) W. Kirjjatrick, Esq., Messrs. Bird & Co., Chartered Bank 

Buildings, Calcutta. , 

(9) Rai Sahib G, K. Sen, officiating Principal. Goverameiit Com¬ 

mercial Institute. 

(e) The personnel of the present Governing Body is entirely different 
from that of the original Advisory Board appointed in 1905 when the 
Institute was started. None of the original members remain. 

Practical demcnctration of the results obtained by AgricuKural 

Department to raiyats. 

206. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to refer to the Final Report of the Midnapore District Settle¬ 
ment Operations, pages 120-21, regarding the amelioration of the condi¬ 
tion of the agriculturist class, and say whether the Government are 
considering the desirability of bringing home to the raiyat, by actual 
demonstration in his own village, the practical results obtained by the 
Agricultural Department P 

(5) If not, what are the reasons for not doing so? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The member is referred to the reply to question 



(6) No definite steps in respect oi tlie demonstration 'work could be 
taken in Midnapore district till the appointment of a district agricul> 
iural officer and a demonstrator in 1917. The present staff in Midna> 
pore district consist of a district agricultural officer at headquarters, an 
additional agricultural officer at Ghatal, and five Government demon¬ 
strators. There are also seven demonstrators maintained by the District 
Hoard and Khas Mahah. Demonstration work is now being extended 
ns rapidly as funds and staff permit. 

Pay of men while officiating in posts of Provincial Service. 

207. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDS (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
why the members of the Subordinate Educational Service are not allowed 
to draw the full pay of the Provincial Service vhen they are appointed 
to officiate in the latter service ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the members of all other services are allowed 
to draw the full pay of the service in which they are appointed to 
officiate ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) and (6) Officers of the 
Subordinate Educational Service who are officiating in appointmenls 
included in the Bengal Educational Service uie entitled to allowances 
in accordance with the prescribed mles. These allowances were pre¬ 
viously regulated by article 139 of the Civil Service Begulations, in 
accordance with which an officer of the Subordinate Educational Ser¬ 
vice acting in the Bengal Educational Service received an acting allow¬ 
ance of Hs. 50 a month only. In accordance with the Government of 
India resolution No. 2097 C.S.R., dated the 27th November, 1920, an 
officer of the Subordinate Educational Service while acting in the 
Bengal Educational Service (the latter service having been reorganised 
on a time-scale basis) is entitled to an acting allowance equal to the 
difference between his pay and the minimum pay of the Bengal Educa¬ 
tional Service. These new rules have not yet been made applicable, 
but the matter is receiving attention. 

Government expenses on the " Bangavasi defamation case. 

208. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state bow much, on the whole, has been spent by the Government for 

' conductbg the case of police inspector Dwijendra Chandra Ghose 
versus the Editor of the Bangavasi in the Original side of the High 
Cotirt ? 


(r) Where the cauge of action in the suit arise? 

{d) Was the suit filed in the Original side of the High Court or was 
it brought there through an order of “transfer?” 

(e) If it was so brought, who applied for the transfer? 

(/) How many Witnesses for the plaintiff were examined in the 
High Court and how many were examined in the mufassal on commis- 
sion P 

(g) What is the total amount of fees paid to the counsel of the plain¬ 
tiff? 

(h) What is the total amount of expenses^ incurred by theHovem- 
ment for the cost of the commissions and how much of it was for4he 
fees of the plaintiff's counsel? 

(i) How many counsel were engaged by the Government in the case 
for the plaintiff? 

(;) What was the daily fee allowed to the leading counsel in the 
case while attending commissions in the mufassal? 

(k) Was any rough estimate submitted to Government by any of its 
officers as to the probable cost of conducting the suit in the Original 
side of the High Court before the Government accepted the liability 
of conducting the same? 

(l) Who was the officer who gave the estimate? 

(m) What was the amount as per that estimate? 

(») ]‘’rom what heads of sanctioned expenditure in the Budgets of 
the last and the present years has the Government met the whole of the 
costs of this suit, giving details and references to the Budget items and 
the pages of the Budgets containing these items? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) A sum of Ks. 1,13,159-10 has been expended. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) The cause of action in such cases arises wherever the defamatory 
matter is published. 

(d) The suit was filed in the Original side of the High Court. 

(e) This does not arise. 

(/) Twelve witnesses for the plaintiff wei*e examined in the High 
Court, and one witness, in full, and another witness, partly, were 
examined on his behalf on commission in the mufassal. 

The application of the defence to have some of their witnesses exa¬ 
mined on commissiem in the mufassal was granted by the Court, and 
counsel for the plaintiff cross-examined these witnesses, 29 in number. 

(y) The total amount of fees paid to the plaintiff's counsel is 
Rs. 1,02,306? 

(h) The total cost of the commission was Rs. 95,148, out of which 
Rs. 88,740 represent the fees of the plaintiff’s counsel. 


(;) Ooly one counsel was employed for ibe plaintiff lor the purposes 
of the commission and he was paid sixty gold mohars as a daily fee. 

(k) No. 

(l) and (m) These do not arise. 

(n) The charge for the last financial year was met from the budget 
estimate of Law and Justice under the head ** Legal Bemembrancer and 
High Court Pleaders—^Fees to pleaders in criminal cases. ” The 
charge during the current year has been met from the Legal Bcmem> 
brancer^s budget under the heads " Charges for conducting law suits ** 
and ** Fees to pleaders, ** as shown at page 60 of the Civil Budget Esti¬ 
mate for 1921-^. 


Increase in the pay and prospects of men in tho Educational Service, 

209, Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIs Will the Hon’ble the 
3f inister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(i) the date from which the pay and prospects of the educational 

officers of Bengal, below the rank of the Provincial Service, 
will be increased to the new rate contemplated; 

(ii) the amount that will be required for giving the increased rate 

of pay to the said officers; 

(iii) whether the above amount will be covered by the allotment 

made for the purpose in the Budget for the year 1921-22; 

(tp) if not, why the full amount necessary was not provided for in 
the current yearns Budget; 

(p) whether these officers will have to wait for another year for 
increment till due provision is made in the Budget for the 
year 1922-23; and 

(ot) if so, whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of diverting expenditure on some other head and of utilising 
such money for giving effect to the proposal for increment 
of the pay and prospects of the said officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. HITTER: (i), («), (v) and (vi) The matter 
is still under consideration, but the Government hope soon to be in a 
position to make a statement. 

(«t) and (tv) The allotment in the Budget for the current financial 
year is Bs. 3i lakhs only; and this provision is not sufficient. In 
October, 1920, when the Fiducation Department Budget was under the 
consideration of the General Department, the officiating Director of 
Public Instruction suggested making a provision of Bs. 3 lakhs: this 
wab subsequently raised by the General Department to Bs. 3} Ukhs. 



^ Deputy CoHaotors n Sattlemunt Olftoers. 

210. BAu RISHINDRA NATH OARKARs (a) Will the Wble 
the Member in charge of the Department of BeTenue be pleaesd to state 
when the Deputy Collector now working as Settlement Officer at Jessore 
was appointed— 

(f) as Deputy Collector; and 

(tt) as Settlement Officer of Jessore? 

(h) Has this experiment of appointing a Deputy Collector as Settle¬ 
ment Officer in a district operation proved a success f 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to consider the claims of Deputy 
Collectors, when Settlement Officers for the three new districts to be 
taken up next year are being selected ? 

(d) What will be the number of Settlement Officers in the financial 
year 1922-23? 

(e) What are the names of Deputy Collectors of at least 12 years’ 
standing who have worked for not less than 8 years after their appoint¬ 
ment as Deputy Collectors in some recent district settlement operations'? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be jdeased to state the year or 
years in which each of such Deputy Collectors was especially mentioned 
for good work in the annual administration reports of the Department? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to furnish extracts of 
references, if any, to the work of these officers in the final reports of 
the districts in which they worked and in the annual reports submitted 
by Settlelnent Officers to the Director of Land Records? « 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: (a) The Settlement Officer, Jessore, is not a Deputy 
Collector. £han Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin was substantively 
appointed Magistrate and Collector on October Ist, 1918, and became 
Settlement Officer, Jessore. 

(6) The settlement operations in the Jessore district have been con¬ 
ducted satisfactorily. 

(c) The question of the appointment of Sottlement Officers for next 

year has not yet been considered. * 

(d) Probably seven. 

(e) (1) Bai Gyanendra Nath Roy Bahadur, h.a., h.l. 

(2) Mr. A. J. W. Harris. 

(3) Rai Sahib Bijay Bihary Mukbarji, b.a. 

(4) Khan Sahib A. K. Eabiruddin Ahmad. 

(6) Baba Jiban Chandra Chatarji, m.a., b.l. 


(/) The Deputy Collectore were specially mentioned for good work 
in the annual administration reports of the Department in' the years 
noted against their names:— 


Kamb ov OrriOBB. 

Report* of XHroeter of 
Land Boeord*! Bengal. 

Beporti of Dfreotor of 
Zeuid BoTeniie, Bwtem 
Bengal nnd Awnnii 

RqMrta of Director of 
lADd Beeorde. Blbar 
and Orlain. 

1. BaiGysuendra Kftth Roy 
Bahadur, ii.A., b.l. 

1901-02 

1904-Ofi 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

191415 

1906-07 

- 

2. Mr, A. J. W. Barrie ... 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1906-07 

• 

S. itai Sahib Bijay Biliary 
Mukliarjif b.a. 

« 

A 

1 

1910-11 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 1 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1 

1911-12 

4. Khan Sahib A. K. Kabir- 
uddin Ahmad. 

1911- 12 

1 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 16 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

« 

a 

6. Babu diban Chandra 
Chatarji, m.a., b.l. 

i 

1914-16 


1911-12 

A UaKii MSipft. 

1916.17 
















(g) Copies of tlie final settlement reports will be {daced in the Council 
library. 

The annual reports of Settlement Ofiiceirs are not submitted to Govern¬ 
ment. 


Subdivisional Officer cf Kandi. 

. 211. Maiilvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) WUl the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the aver¬ 
age travelling allowance drawn by the Subdivisional Officer of Kandi? 

(&) For how many days in the year did he stop in villages within 
his jurisdiction? ^ 

(c) For how many days in the year did he leave and return to head¬ 
quarters f 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Subdivisional Officer of 
Kandi attends his ijlas late in the day and carries on business up till 9, 
or at times to 11, in the night? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the litigants have been 

put to great inconvenience by the late sitting of the court? 

1 

(/) Is it a fact that at times parties to cases have had to file petitions 
without court fees as none were available late in the night? 

(g) Is it a fact that cases are transferred by the Subdivisional 
Officer late in the day, and the subordinate courts had to adjourn cases 
for want of time to the inconvenience of the parties? 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) Hs. 178-7 per month. 

(b) In 1919 (from 13th Februaiy, 1919 when he joined) 50 days. 
In 1920 ... ... ... 41 days 


In 1921 (up to .June) 
{c) In 1919 
In 1920 
In 1921 


... 19 days. 
... 66 days. 
... Ill days. 
... 61 days. 


(d) and (e) The Subdivisional Officer is punctual in his attendance in 
office. In 1919, pressure of work necessitated his working late. This 
was done with the consent and for the convenience of parties, and no 
complaints have come to the notice of Government. 

(/) This happened in a few instances owing to the departure of the 
stamp vendoiu before 6 P.M. On his attention being drawn to it, the 
Subdivisional Officer arranged for the attendance of the vendors in turn 



Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQs Will the Goverament be pleased to state 
whether the answer to (d) amounts to a denial of ihe allegation made. 

The Hon>ble Sir HENRY WHEELERl The unnwer means what it 
says and admits the allegation to the extent expressed. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: With regard to the answer to (/) will the 
Government be pleased to state if it means a denial of the allegation ? 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I cannot go beyond what 1 

have already said. The answer is there and it speaks for itself. 


Meetings and reoommemlations of the Standing Conunittees. 

212. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon'ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(i) how many meetings have been convened by the standing com¬ 
mittees of this Council up to the 31st May last; 

(u) what recommendations have been submitted by the said com¬ 
mittees to the Government of Bengal and the Government of 
India, respectively; and 

(Hi) what action the Government have been pleased to take on the 
said recommendations ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (n) The number of 
meetings of standing committees up to Slst May last is as shown opposite 


their names:— 

Police ... ... ... 2 

Judicial and Jails ... ... ... 1 

Local Self-Government ... ... 3 

Medical and Public Health ... ... 3 

Education ... ... ... 1 

Excise ... ... ... 1 

Land Eevenue ... ... ... 1 


Standing committees attached to other departments did not meet, 
(it) and (ttt) The functions and rules of procedure of standing com¬ 
mittees are solely within the discretion of His Excellency the Governor, 




Resolution 

(under the rules for the disoussion of matters of general publio 

interest). 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY; This Oouncil recommends to the 
OoTemment that steps be taken immediately to api>oint a Committee 
to consider the rules and regulations tor the pi*evention of cruelty to 
animals in Calcutta.*’ 

It is well known that in spite of many ofBcers of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Calcutta and Howrah^ and 
in spite of many gorakshim aablias and other humanitariau societies; 
cruelty to animals in and around Calcutta in broad daylight is very 
common. To reclaim the hard-hearted professional carters seemS; to my 
mind, an uphill task which may be considered us an impossibility. 
Therefore, relief seems to me to lie in legislation only. We can ikiss 
stringent regulations to mitigate the sufferings of the dumb animals in 
Calcutta. There is a growing and a crying need for legislation and 
the idea has been put forward from time to time. The sight of over¬ 
loaded carts slowly dragged by underfed bullocks and buffaloes jars our 
finer sentiments every day, indeed several times every day, as we pass 
by tbe warehouses in the Strand Koad or across the Howrah Bridge. 
It seems curious that in a country like India, where cows are regarded 
as a deity, where compassion towards dumb animals is a part of the reli¬ 
gious duty of many, where disputes over the slaughter of cows are settled 
by the sacrifice of human lives, yet, in this same country, the 
bullocks should be subjected to the slow torture of being killed 
by inches, by being underfed and overworked and allowed to steadily 
succumb under the bad treatment of the merciless carters. Go^heren- 
kora, which literary means to b^ai like a bullock, is a phrase in Bengali, 
which has become synonymous with ** to belabour and to beat one 
mercilessly.” What a hard lot the bullocks and oxen have in Calcutta 
and all over the country! The lot of the buffaloes is even worse, for 
they have not got even that religious protection which might have been 
accorded to tbe bullocks. Their nostrils are pierced and a thick string 
passed through it like a seton. They are made to draw the clumsiest, 
the biggest and tbe heaviest springless carts. The quick percussion of 
lathi blows and the abuse of whips and tbe twisting of the tails are 
in its worse form practised on these poor amphibious animals with 
relentless cruelty, even during the hottest part of the day. We find that 
during the middle of the day, when the steamy heat of Calcutta has 
rendered the asphalt and tarmacadamised roads soft and pnlpy, the poor 


sensitive parts, and pulling of their tails. The already fully4oaded carts 
sink into the •road, whch incidentally is cut and damaged badly, and 
the resistence offered by the increased friction on their ponderous wheels 
makes traction almost impossible. * .The carters are, however, relent¬ 
less and heartless and, irritated by the heat and discomfort of their posi¬ 
tion, they break their wrath by laying about indiscriminately over 
every part of the poor dumb animal ut their mercy. 

Many of us must have seen the animals actually drop down dazed 
under their yoke. The unfortunate amphibious buffaloes die by the 
dozen during every summer season under this callous tieatment; and the 
sight of their carcasses on the Howrah bridge and the Strand and other 
roads, is by no means a rare or uncommon sight about the middle of 
the day during the hot months. 

The introduction of electric power has saved the spleen and the skin 
of many punhha cooUes^ but the introduction of motor lorries and 
motor transports has not yet mitigated the sufferings of the poor dumb 
animals of India. Can we not legislate against working draught animals 
during the middle of the day? To prevent cruelties to animals a 
law was passed in Bengal, the Bengal Act of 1920, and one apprehends 
that this Act which has not so far been put into practice might, like 
many other Acts, be shelved indefinitely. S^tion 29 relates to i'\iles and 
regulations which might be framed from time to time by the local 
Government and I hope that Government will take early steps to intro¬ 
duce rules and regulations to mitigate the sufferings of the dumb 
draught animals of Calcutta and Bengal as soon as possible and take the 
opinion of an Advisory Committee as to details. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the following amendment: 
** That after the word * Calcutta ’ at the end, the words ^ and in the 
mufassal’ be added.’* 

He supported his motion in Bengali. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am glad to find that 
Dr. Suhrawardy has brought this important question of the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in Calcutta before the Council. I do not know 
what the effect of the appointment of this committee will be, but, what¬ 
ever result might accrue from this resolution, I am one of those who 
believe that one of the important points at the present moment is to 
find out whether any improvement is possible in the ways and methods 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Calcutta. 

I believe every one of my friends will agree with me that the work 
entrusted to this Society is very important. At the same time we 
all know that it is a notorious fact that instances of inhuman cruelty to 
animals are not rare and such cruelties are rampant all over the city. 
The Society has a pretty large number of inspectors. I am quite alive 
to the fact that the number of inspectors is not as large as may be neces- 



number may be, are doing any useful work and wbat amount of work 
they are doing. It is known to many of us that inhuman acts of cruelty 
in the shape of puhha are still practised by the gowdlat. During the 
last debate in this connection in the Corporation of Calcutta, we were 
HUi'prised to hear that during the last three years not a single prosecution 
for phuka was instituted. 1 do not deny that it is extremely dit&cult to 
detect a crime like that, but, however difficult it may be, we are enti¬ 
tled to know what action has been taken in this respect. Then, Sir, 
cruelty is often practised on bulls aud buifaloes. This is a horrible 
sight in the city. No doubt during the last feM' years improvement has 
been effected, but I leave it to the members of the Council to decide 
whether that has been eatiMlactory. About 4 or 5 years ago we decided 
the maximum load for carts. From 20 maunds it was ]*educed to 15 
maunds. The other day I hadhoccasion to get some bricks for my garden 
bouse at Dum Dma Junction. They had to be earned from the river¬ 
side—a distance of about 1^ miles. The rule is for each cart to carry 
150 bricks and the cart hire is fixed accordingly. One evening I went 
on inspection to my garden and I was surprised that every cart was load¬ 
ed with 250 bricks. Naturally I inquired how that was possible and 1 
was told that the carters were given four annas extra. A part of this 
extra, no doubt, went to those whose duty it was to prevent overloading. 
The result was that I had to pay incite cart hire for my bricks and the 
bullocks had to caiTy more load. I believe the time has come when these 
things should be put a stop to. 

Then there is the question alwut lame aud unfit horses. What is 
our experience ? Perhaps most of my fiiends here do not go out at dead 
of night. As a medical practitioner 1 have to do this sometimes. A 
large numb,}r of lame and unfit horses are yoked to caniages at night. 
Is there any annngement to see to this P Perhaps I shall be told that 
the Society are undermanned; but undermanned or not, I do not think 
that the city-of Calcutta or a civilized Government like that of the 
Government of Bengal will justify such inhuman treatment of dumb 
animals. 

I may be permitted to refer to one of the important needs in connec¬ 
tion with this. The want of adequate veterinary hospitals is keenly 
felt by us. The one at Belgacbia cannot meet the needs of all parts of 
the province, and, 1 hope. Sir, it a (committee is appointed, it wiU consi¬ 
der the necessity of establishing other hospitals. Before I sit down, I 
ask the indulgence of the House to point out to the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion that it would be better if be extends the scope of his resolution by 
adding the words “ other matters connected with ” to it. I do not 
know if he agrees, but if he does, then I would suggest that the resolu¬ 
tion should run thus—“ This Council recommends to the Government 
that steps be taken immediately to appoint a Committee to consider the 


CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): The 

intention of the motion moved by Dr. Suhrawardy amounts to a recom¬ 
mendation that we should bring into force the Bengal Cruelty to Ani¬ 
mals Act, 1920, which was passed in the beginning of 1920. The present 
position is this. Section 13 of the Act provides for the establishment 
of weigh-bridgest section 14 for that of infirmaries, and section 15 for 
the appointment of veterinary inspectors and weigh-bridge officers. 
Unless, therefore, we have an adequate staff of inspectors and weigh¬ 
bridge officers, ve cannot get vciy far nor introduce the Act. As regards 
infirmaries, there is at the present moment a veterinary hospital at Bel- 
gachia. There is also a certain number of weigh-bridges which are kept 
up by the Society for the Pi*evention of Cruelty to Animals. They are five 
in number, but we want a few more, say three, to carry on the work 
properly. Wa must also have inspectors, and that means that we have 
got to get money to pay them. Our present difficulty is with regard to 
money. We have olready a scheme prepared by the Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment which includes the appuintment of inspectors and the establish¬ 
ment of additional weigh-bridges. The question is how are we to 
find money* for this establishment. After what we have heard from 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt, I might suggest that the Calcutta Corporation 
should take the matter into consideration and give some assistance. 
When we see some prospect of funds to provide for the appointment of 
inspectors and the establishment of additional weigh-bridges, we can get 
u move on and bring the Act into force. It is our intention to place the 
scheme that has been prepared before the Standing Committee and if 
the scheme is approved and money found, we shall then appoint a com¬ 
mittee for the pui’pose of framing rules and regulations under section 
29 of the Act. That is the position at present. We have a scheme ready 
waiting for approval and the provision of funds. When approval is 
given and funds are in sight we shall get on to the next stage, and 
appoint a committee to draft rules. 

The amendment moved by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put 
end carried. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Practically my suggestion has 
been accepted by Government. I have nothing fuirther to say. The 
scheme will be placed before the Standing Committee, and, if funds 
permit, it will be put into operation. In view of this assurance, 1 beg 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council withdrawn. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I inquire if my amend¬ 
ment has been accepted by the Council ? 





The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the resolniions Nos. 42 to 49 deal 
with the same subject, and I propose to have them moved one after the 
other and then to have one discussion. 

Chwidpur Inquiry, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: “ This Council recom¬ 
mends id the Government to appoint a committee, consisting of two 
official members and five elected memliers of the Council, to inquire 
into the incidents connected with the eviction of the tea garden coolies 
at Chandpur on the 20th of Kay last and to submit a report of the 
inquiry to the Government of Bengal, as soon a.i possible, for such 
action as the Government may he pleased to take on the said ret>ort.*’ 

I quite appreciate that anybody who moves for an inquiry into this 
matter takes upon himself the onus of making out a strong prifrui facie 
case as to why this paiticular procedure should he adopted with regard 
to this matter and what benefit is likely to be derived from it. 

Without wasting any time in unnecessary preliminaries, I beg to 
draw the attention of the hon’hle House to the two most important 
aspects of the question, one of which is that the whole matter is 
admittedly one of very great public interest, and the other, that the 
fundamental facts regarding the affair (of which the most regrettable 
incident of the night of the 20th Kay is the central point) have not 
been definitely and properly ascertained. 

The two versions which we have now before us consist of— 

(1) The Hou^ble Sir Henry Wheeler^s report which has been pub¬ 
lished by Government; and 

(2) The statements of Babu Akhil Chandra Dutta, Kr. Andrews, the 
Host Beverend the Bishop of Assam, and other leading and respect¬ 
able members of the public which have from time to time appeared in 
the daily papers. 

It will be conceded by everybody that, in order to arrive at the truth 
involved in tUs matter, what should be first done is to ascertain the 
facts without any bias and, as far as possible, from sources which are 
both direct and reliable. 

It will be then necessary to draw proper inferences from those facts 
without fear or favour and keeping in view the safest principle that, in 
a matter like this, bias towards one view because it is the popular view 
or prejudice against the other because it is the official view or vice versa 
will have to be equally and scrupulously avoided. It is not for me to 
say which version is more acceptable as I am claiming un inquiry now. 
I want that to be ascertained and not merely asserted. Sir, it in^y be 
said that after the report of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler where is 


Wheeler has failed to command that amount of public confidence in 
it as could be legitimately expected. So far as could be gathered from 
srmrces, including some of the leading daily Indian as well as Anglo- 
Indian newspapers, faults have been found with that report not only in 
its findings of fact but also its conclusions thereon. It in difficult to 
say now whether that is justifiable in our present state of the know¬ 
ledge of the affair. 

The value of such a report so well and ably written from a literary 
and forensic point of view has also been considerably reduced by some 
most unfortunate observations regarding the motives of those who 
happen to hold views which do not coincide with those of the Hon’ble 
Member. His observation that ** the whole incident has been the sub¬ 
ject of malicious exaggeration ’’ has been contended by his opXKmeuts 
to be the best evidence of a practical admission on his part that he knew 
that his case was bad and his arguments were weak and so he had to 
resort to the use of harsh and undignified language and to the imputa¬ 
tion of unfair motives to his opponents—^weapons unworthy of a fair 
opponent particularly when he holds a high position. This is also so 
much unlike the wiiter of the report as his worst enemies will have to 
admit. 

Sir, if there are exaggerations, they may be there on both sides. 
If there are indications of partisanship in the statements of facts, they 
may be there on both sides again. If the conclusions have been allowed 
to be fogged consciously or unconsciously, then the liability to that 
weakness which is the source of that misfortune cannot be the inherent 
disability either of the Government or of the opposite jiarty. If care¬ 
less overstatements of facts have been indulged in by some members 
of one party, the opposite party has also not behaved in such a way that 
it can claim immunity from the charge of manifesting a strong desire 
to minimise the incidents and whitewash the situation. 

Then again, Sir, at the very commencement of the Government 
report it is claimed many serious misrepresentations have been 
made **—that is, by the people. We have it again, in the answers to 
Dr. Moitra’s question by the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, distinctly 
stated that the version of Babu Akhil Chandra Dutt is inaccurate and 
in some instances distorted, and in others just the opposite of truth. 
On the admitted facts of the situation, therefore, there is no doubt that 
tliere is ample and legitimate room foi a strict and impartial inquiry. 
In this inquiry which I propose to be held by a joint conunittee of 
officials and elected members of this Council there should be, on the 
one hand, a strong desire to exclude from consideration all that itr 
exaggerated and sentimental as also, on the other, an equally strong 
anxiety not to accept any suggestion or circumstance which is alleged 
with the intention of minimising the incidents or rehabilitating the 


The points that require careful and impartial investigation are for- 
tunately all hroad points of facts—^for it is in them that the real con¬ 
flict lies in the two versions before us. The most noticeable amongst 
them and on the correct ascertainment of which the success of the 
inquiry depends may be stated to be the followingi though I have no 
desire to be exhaustive even if I had the necessary power and the ability 
to be so. 

The first point that occurs to my mind is to ascertain whether there 
was any necesstty to comwanther the, Gurkha soUHers of the Eastern 
Bengal Rifles for the purpose of evicting the coolies. 

I think on this point there ought to he a full statoTiient from Mr. De 
who sent fen* them in preference to the Distiict 1^e8er^e Police on an 
appreciation (according to his own lights) of the difficulties of the situa¬ 
tion. Mr. Be is a responsible official of exjierience, he is also an Indian 
and has undoubtedly got the same desire as I have, if not a stronger 
one, to help our own wretched countr3mien in their distress. 

If that be so then the committee should have his full and direct 
statement about it. It will be for Mr. Be to satisfy the committee by 
placing facts and circumstances to justify his cond\ict. These, how¬ 
ever, must be facts and not mere opinions or ipse dixits. Then, again, 
it is admitted by his opponents that Mr. Be was anxious to help the 
coolies home and his attitude at the beginning was friendly to them. 
Therefore, there must be very strong reasons based on facts which led 
Mr. Be to commandeer Gurkha soldiers to evict them by use of force. 
We must in justice to him also have those reasons from him directly and 
that also free from editorial notes and observations. I asked the Gov¬ 
ernment a question about any such statement of Mv; Be being in the 
possession of the Government, but my question has been disallowed 
along with the rest of my questions on this subject on account of their 
length. This is no doubt very unfortunate. 

The second important fact, to my mind, is to ascertain whether the 
intei'ests of sanitation would have suffered if the coolies were evicted 
the next morning instead of at midnight. In this connection there is 
again a conflict of versions. One side says that the coolies wore sleep¬ 
ing at the time, while the other side asserts that they were not so. The 
real fact must definitely be ascertained and not left to anybody’s opinion 
or conjecture. 

Tbe third important fact that requires correct ascertainment from 
direct and circumstantial evidence is whether bayonets were used. The 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler asserts that any allegation to that effect is 
** wholly without foundation^'* This is indeed a very strong and 
sweeping obseiwation. There is no doubt that tbe deliberate state¬ 
ment of a high Government official like Sir Henry Wheeler is (mtkied 
to the greatest respect. But in this case he was no witne.s.s • to the 


for the wounds howsoever caiised. Then again this is a point which 
has got to be decided by the light of medical opinion. The evidence 
of the doctors and their notes made at the time have to be examined. 
The report speaks of sixteen cases of injured persons seen by the Hon'ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler. In that list, No. 1 and No. 15 will appear to 
lie wounds which could have been caused by bayonets in all probability— 

1. A woman with a small wound in the right elbow about an inch 
deep. The joint was not injured. It. was alleged that this 
was u bayonet wound. 

15 A girl of about 8 years with a largish scab under tlie right 
eye. The eye was not hurt. It was said that this was a 
punctured wound with a bayonet: if so, it was miraculous 
that more injury was not done. 

Anybody who has dealt with medical jurisprudence in his li^e on the 
<juestion of wounds would at once see that these two wounds out 
of Sir Henry Wheeler's sixteen cases do not support the very sweeping 
assertion of Sir Henry Wlieeler that the story of the use of the bayonets 
is wholly without foundation. 

In connection with this very important matter the evidence of the 
doctors, vis., J>r. Jogesh Chandra Sur, Dr. Guru Nath Bose and 
Dr. Narendra Kumar Brahmuchari, which appeared in the Amrita 
Bazar Patriha of the 9th «Tune last, may also be ot great use for the 
purpose of investigation as it is they who rendered earliest medical 
treatment to the sufferers. On all these materials and others available, 
a distinct or clear finding on this point is absolutely necessary and such 
a thing is nothing difficult to be had. 

The fourth important point is the que.stion of the putting out of the 
lights. It is claimed by one party that the lights were deliberately 
put out by the other. This may be an exaggeration and I earnestly 
hope, in the name of humanity, that it is so. The report says that the 
Hon'ble Mr. Siiiha and Mr. Shallow were sent out to guard the Power 
House. Then the report stops rather abruptly and does not say who 
put out the lights. Inquiry has therefore to be made whether it is 
the coolies or the townspeople or the officers who put out the lights. 
Sir Henry Wheeler's sudden refusal to state further facts or to come 
to a finding about the putting out the lights (and tbey were uU 
electric lights that were suddenly put out and not oil lamps or gu-s 
lumps individually put out or broken down) is to my mind very dis> 
appointing and has well and truly laid the foundations for a requisition 
for making a searching inquiry into this matter. The adage says that 
" you can't sweep away a mist;" much less, do I say, can you sweep 
away darkness and the cause of it. Here is, therefore, an important 
point <on which investigation ought to be made, for, after all, ^t is this 


]icll*in6ll and f^evere assaults which were admittedly fio severe that 
Captain Shepherd (commanding the soldiers) had himseK to order his 
men to desist from further beating and that, at least in one instance, 
the severity of the assault succeeded in evoking the active symitathy of 
Mr. De himself, who in the name of humanity h^ to put a stop to it. 

In order to avoid being tedious, 1 give one more \ery important 
specific point on which investigation ought to be directed and it is this 
—teas the conduct of the Government officials actually neutral as it has 
been claimed in the report? In this connection again facts have to be 
inquired into, for mere assertion is of no use however high the author¬ 
ity may be from which it comes. It has been put on record in a diary 
cif events published in the papers by some EuTui)ean gentlemen 
(Mr. Rope and others), who eannot possibly be charged with malice 
against the Government or with sympathy overflowing for the coolies, 
that the coolies were being sent away ut the beginning by steamers 
from Chandpur and that on the 16th of May so many as 1,000 coolies 
were sent away by a steamer chartered by the Suhdivisioual Officer with 
the aid of private funds; that it was also arranged that 300 would he 
sent down every day and it was so done on the 16th and 17th. It was 
on the 16th or 17th, however, that one Mr. Maephersou of the Tea 
Association gave out that ** the steamer company had been requested 
to stop giving special facilities to coolies with a view to stop the exodus.” 
It is suggested that the order or request came from the Government to 
the steamer companies. 

About this there is nothing said in the report. There is a very 
important point to decide, vlss., the question of the neutnility claimed. 
So there ought to be an inquiry into the allegation. The connected 
incident of Mr. Maepherson being allowed to interfere with the coolies 
and their return home, requires a very careful inquiry also. In con¬ 
nection with this question, it has to be considered also, the absence of a 
generous rearguard action on the part of the Government, even after the 
lamentable incident of the 20th May, for such a couise of conduct on 
the part of the Government could have also to a considerable extent 
relieved the situation of its heai‘t-rending effects. It has also to he seen 
if any attempt on the pari of the Government to repatriate the destitute 
and helpless coolies, even after this pitiful incident, would have l>een an 
economical sm as has been claimed by Government. Assuming that it 
was an economical sin to help these wretched coolies in getting hack 
to their homes, it still has to he ascertained whether a multitude of such 
economical sins would not have been covered or washed away by one act 
of generous repatriation on the part of the Government. For aught 
we know, the Government might have had good I'easons for the atti¬ 
tude they took; hut in fairness to themselves and in fairness to the 
public those reasons should be made known to tbe public so that the 



other important points of facts that require to be correctly ascer¬ 
tained (to give a list of them which is only illustrative and not exhaus¬ 
tive) are— 

(1) The total nuraber of persons (males, females and childretf) 

who were injured—this particularly in view of Sir Henry 
Wheeler’s observation “ that statements indicate a general 
scuffle rather than particular assaults.” 

(2) The general nature of their injuries (slight or severe—^reject¬ 

ing Sir Henry Wheeler’s rather extraordinary test that no 
injury is severe unless there is a bone broken or it is a 
bayonet wound). 

(3) What overt and forceful opposition these coolies did offer 

before Gurkha sepoys were ordered to fall upon them, etc. 

(4) How it no Hon’ble Member could coroe down to Chand- 

pur before nine days had passed away I’ 

On these and other important points there must be clear and distinct 
findings of farts on a careful and imimrtial inquiry. Witnesses will 
have to be examined, irrespective of their leanings on either side, and 
the truth sifted out from their evidence which may, in some instances, 
be either irresponsible exaggerations on the one hand, or deliberate con¬ 
cealment of facts on the other. 

In conclusion, I think that regard being had to the deep and gravo 
disquiet that had been felt by many many minds in this country over 
this movst regrettable incident, and also in view of the undepiable fact 
that the report of Sir Henry WKvele.r instead of healinf/ the tcound caused 
on the public 'mind has actually inflarned it, there ought to be held a 
public inquiry by this Council through a responsible committee to pro¬ 
duce those ameliorative results which an impartial investigation made 
for honestly dealing out praLse and blame can alone produce. 

Sir, in order not to allow sympathy of right-minded men to be alien¬ 
ated from the Government, it is urgently necessary that such an 
inquiry should be made at once. Owing to an incident of this descrip¬ 
tion and particularly owing to the pertinacity with which the misery 
which aro.‘?e out of the situation was, in the resuU, uctually prolonged 
by Government orders, all hopes of a new and responsible era due to 
the Reforms, are fast fading away from the minds of even those who are 
vigorously optimistic. I confess this with the deepest regret. 

I, therefore, think that if the anxiety of the Government for the 
co-operation and good-will of the people is not a mere mmonflage, as* 
I do sincerely believe that it is not, then the Government ought to be 
the party, most anxious to support a resolution of this character. If 
the securing of puhlia confid-mce and not the upholding of 


for an inquiry—^just, open and illuminating. Crime x^rpetrated by 
tbo^e who are responsible for the maintenance of law, order and right 
stands in a difFerent category altogether. Its effect is fax^eaching and 
very penetrating. It is an offence not only against man but against 
Ood Himself before whom the mightiest monarch or GoTemment on 
earth must quail. The shrieks and wailings of the poor, wretched and 
unfortunate coolies may not be potent enough to reach the heart of 
the Government but they certainly have sx>ecial facilities given to them 
to reach the throne of the Almighty and All-Powerful. 

Let there be, therefore, an inquiry—a just, open and impartial 
inquiry to find out if there has been any such crime committed. If it is 
found on such inquiry that no such wrong was committed hy.any oiEcer 
of the Government, high or low, connected with this heart-rending inci¬ 
dent then let the country he thoroughly assured of it by distinct and 
correct statement of facts, and let all misconceptions be most scrupu¬ 
lously sought to be removed from the public mind without the least 
desire to echo the wrong or distorted and baseless or malicious views 
of any section of the community however strong and numerous it may 
be. If, on the contrary, facts do clearly indicate that such a wrong has 
been committed—then let that be openly atoned for hy a frank admis¬ 
sion of the actual facts and let steps he taken for correction of those 
who have committed that crime with a view to make its recuri'ence 
through them and others impossible. 

It is in this way, and in this way alone, that a lasting disgrace (if 
any) upon the Government may he successfully prevented. I am sure 
an honest Government would have no hesitation to accept it. 

Let us by making this just, open and impartial inquiry uphold the 
majesty of justice and there is no doubt that, as soon as that is done, 
all sympathy alienated and all confidence lost will come hack to the 
Government in an inconceivably larger volume; and such a course of 
conduct will at once be a source of legitimate pride and enormous 
strength to the Government—ensuring a state of things which alone 
can and ought to be its goal. 

I therefore move this resolution and I need hardly say that I legi¬ 
timately expect every son of our motherland to support the resolution. 
I also fervently hope that any hon’hle member of this House who has 
kept an open mind and has an honest desire to know the real truth— 
to whatever nationality he may belong—will not hesitate for a moment 
in the name of justice to tfopport this motion. 

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: ** This Council recommends to the 
Government that a fully representative committee of official and non¬ 
official members, not exceeding nine in number, aud at least three of 
whom should be members of the local Legislative Council, be forth- 



by military police, the circumstances under wbiob the services of the 
said military police were requisitioned, and the causes whidi led to the 
g-rave situatiAi in the Chittagong Division.” 

I may at once tell this House that I have proceeded to press this 
resolution not with the object of raking up old sores or for nMuscitaty 
. ing the embers of a dying controversy. 1 have a tar difterent object 
in view. It is because I feel, and honestly feel the necessity, the 
urgent necessity of restoring public confidence in the justice of the 
Bengal Government, that I have ventured to press my demand for the 
fullest inquiry. I am one of those who believes iu the reforms and 1 
can assure this House, if any assurance is at all qeeded, that no move¬ 
ment political or otherwise which is calculated to disorganiae and 
paralyse trade and communications and lead to eudleMt and needless . 
suffering to the public can have the support of those who have the wel¬ 
fare of the people at heart. I do not make any secrot of the fact that 
I have no faith in hypocrisy in public life. I believe in the efficacy of 
truth and justice as constituting th^ stronges]^ bulwark of British Kule 
in India. Whilo condemning inerteinent io violence and the dissemi¬ 
nation of calculated falsehood liy designing land unacrupulons busy- 
bodies for fomenting disturbances and troubles, I quite honestly feel 
that it is equally our duty to unite in a just and reasonable demand for 
the ascertainment and propagation of truth. The need for adopting 
such a course is never more pressing than on an occasion like this, when 
the public feeling has been stirred to its depth by the alleged ontrages 
by military police at Chandpur. While criticism of Government, which 
is the outcome of malice or hatred should be deprecated by all think¬ 
ing men, I venture to hope that Government will welcome well-meant 
legitimate criticism which aims at the pursuit of truth and the restovti- 
tion of public confidence and tranquillity. The greatest genius who lias^ 
shed lustre on the literature of England has said there is no sure founda¬ 
tion for an empire set on blood. ' 

It is no use trying to soothe ourselves into the complacent belief that 
the alleged outrages perpetrated by the military police at Chandpur have 
faded from the memory of the people of Bengal. No tme can pretend 
to ignore the fact that the people, and the masses in particular, are still 
smarting under a sense that a grave and unprovoked outrage has been 
committed upon the innocent and inoffensive coolies in the grip of 
hunger, destitution and disease. There cannot be any mistake aboxit 
the fact that a deei>-rooted feeling has been created in the minds of the 
people of many parts of Eastern Bengal that they \re not safe from the 
attacks of military police who may be let loose upon them at any 
moment by an overseolous and panic-stricken local Executive on the 
slightest pretext or provocation. Has this feeling of insecurity end 
stfflen resentment been dissipated by the pubMcation of the report of 


obvicm^y brars upon it the impress of baste, bas failed to reassure tbe 
public mind in Eastern Bengal and to restore public confidence. I 
shall be about Ibe last person to impute any motives to* tbe Hon^ble 
Sir Henry Wbeeler. I shall refuse to entertain tbe charge of partial¬ 
ity against him. Let us hope that tbe insinuation that the Hon'ble 
Member was prompted by a desire to pervert tbe truth for sbielding^the 
local ciyilian entourage or that be countenanced or encouraged in any 
manner tbe employment of tbe military police in tbe eviction of ibe 
coolies is quite unjust and uncharitable. 1 believe I am echoing the 
public feeling when I say that tbe Hon’ble Sir Henry 'Wheeler’s report 
is not comprehensive and exhaustive. While fully appreciating tbe 
fact that be was animated by a genuine desire not to bide but to elicit 
tbe truth regarding tbe Cbandpur atrocities, it is our painful duty to 
give expression to tbe view that the report is lacking in important 
details and it is believed, and rightly 1 think, that it does not fully 
lepreaent that what actually transpired. I will give some instances. 

It is admitted that there were about 1,500 coolies at Cbandpur when 
tbe Bengal Government intervened and set its face against tbe policy 
of repatriating them at Government expense. Tbe initial action of tbe 
local officials at tbe instance of Mr. E. C. De in repatriating some coolies 
prior to tbe ITtli of May bas at tbe same time been ratified and justly 
ratified evidently on tbe ground of humanity and in the interest of 
public health. We are not told whether in reversing the policy of 
repatriation at public expense tbe local Government at all consulted 
tbe interests of public health leaving alone the ground of humanity. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry 'Wheeler has told us quite frankly in his 
report that at a conference of local residents called by Mr. E. C. Be on 
the 19ih May last, it was decided that the coolies should be located on 
the football ground and that arrangements were put in baud to erect 
shelters, summon medical assistance and make sanitaiy arrangements— 
the Indian Tea Association having offered Us. 2,009 for the erection of 
sheds. We have, however, no means of knowing whether any such 
arrangements were at all made or taken in hand before the military 
police were let loose at dead of night with the lights put out upon the 
coolies in the station yard. Our information is that neither Mr. E. C. 
Be nor his subordinates bad done anything at all in these directions. 

We have it from the Hon’hle Sir 'Henry 'Wheeler himself that at 
11 F.M. on the I9th of May, the Hon’ble Mr. Sinha made at once for 
the steamer ghat accompanied by three other European gentlemen, one 
of them being Mr. Maepherson, the representative of the Tea Associa¬ 
tion. We are not told who the two others were. At any rate it is 
clear that this overzealous Tea representative kept company with tbe 
Hon’ble Mr. Sinba forgetting that be was not a member of the Execu¬ 
tive Service. He was bustled by tbe coolies on tbe flat. If this yf&s 
90 be was Himself to blame for meddling in a matter in which be ought 



26th of Hay, the GoTernment of Bengal had openly pledged theipselves 
to a policy of neutrality in the dispute between the planters and the 
coolies. How was it then that the Hon’ble Hr. Sinlm, the local sub- 
dirisional officer, cane to allow Hr. Hacpheison, a private person and 
not an official in any sense of the term, to meddle with the coolies? 
The* public impression is that Hr. Hacpherson who had arrived ** for 
investigating the situation ”—I am quoting from the report—shewed 
an excess of zeal in the matter which it was certainly the duty ot the 
local officers on the spot to repress and not to foster. 

We have it also from the Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler himself, that 
Mr. E. G. De had wired for assistance as soon as he found that the iH>]ice 
on the spot was insufficient. Why is it that we are not told whether 
any, and if so what^ attempts were made by him to summon reinforce¬ 
ments from his Divisional Police force ? 

Everyone knows the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code in 
Chaptei IX dealing with the powers of the Hagistrate for dispersing an 
unlawful assembly. It is somewhat curious that none of these coolies who 
had been dispersed at dead of night, under cover of darkness by the em¬ 
ployment of military police, appears to have been arrested or placed on 
trial. We have been told and told seriously, that Hr. De had decided, as 
soon as he heard during the day that reinforcements were being sent, to 
clear the station on their arrival. He could not do so during the day for 
want of men. He did so at night having realised the urgent necessity for 
it on sanitary grounds. We have no means of knowing at present 
whether Mr. E. G. De or any of his lieutenants, who had x*ai’ticipated 
in, or been present in, this midnight raid, had, at any time or at all, 
during the whole of the fateful day on the 20th May last, taken any 
steps to convey to the poor coolies the message or the mandate that 
military police had been wired for and that they would on their arrival 
in the evening be set upon them and would use force unless they quietly 
and peacefully withdrew to the football ground near by. It is a well- 
known fact that action, under section 130 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, is taken as a last resort in extreme and emergent cases v.'here 
the assembly remains defiant after all the resources of the authorities 
to effect a peaceful dispersal have been exhausted. 

No explanation has been offered regarding the culpable, indifference 
of the local officials to ascertain the nature and extent of the injuries 
wiiich the coolies had sustained as a consequence of the assault or to 
attend to these injuries at any time after they had been moved out by 
the military police during the night of the 20th of Hay last. This was 
done the next morning and not immediately after the occurrence. The 
country has the right to know upon whom does the responsibility for 
this gross and culpable dereliction of public duty rest. 


Wheeler has himself said that the hartal was declared in protest against 
the events of the night of the 20th May and that the strikes were 
sympathetic. 

Any careful student of the report will perhaps not fail to observe 
one remarkable feature in it. The Hon^ble Sir Henry Wheeler has 
taken particular care in giving prominence more to the statements made 
to him by witnesses than to his own independent opinions 

I do not wish to tire the patience of the House by referring to such 
other details on which no light has at all been thrown. All that I do 
sny at present is this. The report of the Hon’hlo Sir Henry Wheeler 
is incomplete and is evidently based upon the uncross-examiued testi¬ 
mony of witnesses. In justice alike to the local officials who have been 
made the target of criticism l^nd condemnation and the Government, it 
is eminently desirable that the evil which now hangs over the unfor¬ 
tunate Chandpur episode should be lifted. Many unofficial statements, 
specially those made by the Bishop of Assam and Mr. Andrews, have 
seen the light of day. My demand for an inquiry is not belated. 
Kveryone knows how long after was the inquiry in the Tunjab started. 

I venture to hoi)e that the Government will not resist the demand 
for an inquiry by a representative committee even at this stage. The 
Government will have everything to gain and nothing to lose by an 
inquiry which, 1 feel sure, will not be burked. Let the imiiression go 
forth that the Government is no respecter of persons and that it is firm 
in its determination to mete out even-handed justice to all and to elicit 
the whole truth. 

Much will depend upon the personnel of the committee which I have 
left to the Government to determine for obvious reasons. If my lesoln- 
tion is accepted, I am certain the Government will appoint such a com¬ 
mittee which will be thoroughly representative in the tine sense of the 
term and will inspire public confidence. It will, I think, be better if 
unprejudiced minds, free from the influence of locality or environment, 
are called upon to serve on such a committee. 

Mr, F, A. LARMOUR: May I, before the mover moves the next 
resolution, ask for an explanation on the question as to what he means 
by to devise means for effectively preventing any such outrage in 
future.*' Does he mean by “ outrage " the conduct of the non-co- 
operating agitators before the coolies left the station? What does he 
mean by the word ** outrage ** P 

TIm presidents I cannot listen to you before he moves the 
resolution. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR S But I find Ihe motion is not clear on this 




Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs “ This Oouncil recommends 
to the Government that a mixed committee, con 8 i 9 ting of officials and 
non-officials, with a majority of non-officials, to be nominated by tiie 
Council, be appointed at an early date— 

(t) to inquire into and report on the circumstances leading to, and 
immediately following, the employment of Gurkha soldiers 
upon the coolies at Chandpur; 

(n) to advise as to how the officers roApousible for the said oocur- 
rance should be dealt with; and 

(m) to devise means for effectively preventing any such outrage in 
future. 

The number of resolutions tabled this afternoon unmistakably show 
that the country has been stirred to its utmost depths by the incidents 
at Chandpur. I need not, in dealing with the subject, enter into the 
causes of the exodus of coolies from Assam. It might be due to 
economic causes, or, as alleged, to the machinations of designing 
people. If the latter, I have no language to denounce in measured 
terms the conduct of such mischievous and unscrupulous people in 
leading astray ignorant and gullible coolies from the secure anchor¬ 
age of settled life to one of uncertainty and misery, which was a 
blunder worse than crime. If, on the other hand, it was the outcome 
of economic causes it was but the exercise of the individual liberty 
of the labourers against capitalism, to which no fair-minded man can 
object. 

Turning to Chandpur, we find that the influx of coolies there began 
as early as 9th May, and with commendable zeal and promptitude the 
officials on the spot arranged for their repatriation, batch by batch, 
till the 17th when the smooth current of affairs was turned into a 
muddle by the unhappy intervention of the Provincial Government, 
which issued its fiat from the heights of Olympus—** thus far and no 
further.’* The concession was stopped, ihe hands of the local Exe¬ 
cutive were fettered, and sympathy and helpfulness were replaced by 
a heartless neutrality. The consequence was that stranded and des¬ 
titute coolies increased in number, cholera and other infectious 
diseases broke out, and carried off a large number, and public health 
was menaced. In this connection, I should like to acknowledge our 
debt of gratitude to the services rendered by the department of public 
health, barring individual distemper, under the guidance of the popu¬ 
lar Minister,' as well as the splendid humanitarian work by the local 
people, the Marwari Samiti and the relief workers, not to .speak of 
the yeoman services of the glorious bond of volunteers and the Bishop 
of Assam—both medical and non-medical. 

I have alluded to the policy of heaidless neutrality. It is sad to 


natiiraUy anxious to retorn home, rushed to the railway station, to 
the gh&t, and to the pontoon. Those who have seen the crowds on 
the occasion oi the Rath Jatra or other festive occasions may remem¬ 
ber the sight of the rush and tumult of innoc-ent multitudes, breaking 
all barriers in iheir struggle to catch the train or the steamer, as the 
case may be. It is therefore a natural struggle to which people are 
accustomed. And to put down this struggling mass of humanity, our 
countrymen,—deeply regret to say—Mr. £. C. De, proud of the 
uniform of power and official authority, imported a band of^ unruly 
Qurkha military police and let them loose almost at the dead of night 
on sleeping, inoffensive, unresisting and unarmed men,, women hnd 
children, without any provocation whatsoever. Could not the ordinary 
police be reinforced to keep-the coolies within the proper bounds 
of discipline and order? Was it not inhuman and indiscreet to turn 
out the coolies at dead of night into an open, shelterless, and water¬ 
logged playground—^men, women, and children, screaming and crying 
in helplessness and despair? I am sure that the true Englishman, 
the enemy of slavery, the lover of freedom, and the protector of the 
weak and the oppressed, will be as much exasperated at the exhibi¬ 
tion of ibis cruelty. The Lord Bishop, who represents the Christian con¬ 
science of the British race, has declared that no necessity existed 
for the employment of extraordinary force at Chandpur, and that it 
was a confession of moral and spiritual impotence; and that it betokened 
an attitude of mind, which believes in force as an essential and effi¬ 
cient instrument for the accomplishment of the highest purposes of 
Government. He concluded by saying that the Government failed in 
showing the Christian virtue of compassion. Such is the verdict of a 
true Englishman—aye, a Minister of the Church. 

As regards the alleged outrages, it is authoritatively stated that 
there have been about 100 victims to Gurkha excesses altogether, of 
whom about 50 were serious cases. That the Gurkhas began their 
assault like w*ild beasts is apparent from the admission of Mr. Be 
himself, who said that he had to pull off a Gurkha while inflicting 
excessive force. Captain Shepherd, in charge of the Gurkhas, spoke 
of seeing himself one or two severe blows and of ordering them to 
desist. This is official admission, and one can imagine what actually 
happened. Even Sir Henry Wheeler’s report gives three cases of 
serious injury—to a girl, to a woman, and to a man. I deeply regret 
the unsympathetic tone tiie report betrays and the light-hearted spirit ' 
in which some of the most serious injuries have been sought to 
belittled. Sir Henry Wheeler is the right-hand man of His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor, and in this time of excitement and unrest he 
could not have rendered a greater disservice to the cause of reform and 
mutual good understanding between the rulers and the ruled.* His 



wko suffered at the Hands ol the Gurkhas. 1 regret that, in his seal 
to uphold the official prestige and position, His Excellency—and I 
speak with the utmost respect of him—should have missed a golden 
opportunity when the deputation waited upon him. I have been and I 
am, a staunch advocate of law and order. I am no non-co-operator. 
1 denounce the strikes though they occurred after the Gurkha outrage. 
These strikes brought untold miseries upon the coolies and the general 
pubKc, and for this those who engineered them fully desei've the 
denunciation of the public. It cannot be denied that there is sullen 
discontent in the country, and that both the Government and the people 
should combine to remove the discontent by mutual co-operation and 
mutual trust. liOrd Heading has said that the Government is anxious 
to,ascertain the causes of discontent among the people. The root cause 
liet^ in the want of compassion, want of sympathy and tenderness as 
is illustrated in this dismal chapter of political history created at 
Chandpur. 

With your permission, Sir, I wish to say one word with reference 
to what has fallen from Mr. Larmour. I believe he said- 

The PRESIDENT: Well, the words are there and members will 
judge for themselves. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: ** This Council recommends to 
the Government that such action be taken as regards the conduct of 
tbe local officials in the matter of the ejectment of the coolies and their 
families from the station at Chandpur on the 20th May, 1921, as will 
prevent the recurrence of similar incidents.^* 

The resolution that stands in my name differs from the resolutions 
that have already been moved in that my resolution does not ask for 
an inquiry. I desire to submit to the House that the facts as they 
have already come out in the inquirios that haye been made are so 
clear that they may be taken by Government as the basis of action 
without any further inquiry. 

The main facts of the incident that took place on the 20th May 
are clear. A further enquiry may bring out details which can hardly 
be of any assistance in eliciting any further information as regards the 
broad features of the incident. What is it that has caused all this 
turmoil in the country and has made Chandpur a centre of disturbance P 
What happened for a few minutes only on the night of the 20th May 
in the railway station at Chandpur and the events that preceded the 
exodus of the coolies have been related by the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler in the communiqui. They are these; The coolies were arriv¬ 
ing from Sylhet and Cachar at the railway station at Chandpur. They 
. were being sent away to their homes, when difficulties were raised 
in the way of their leaving Chandpur. Consequently they began to 
accumulate at Chandpur. The local officials evidently felt that a diffi- 


for finding accommodation for tiie men who were accnmnlaiing there 
in large nnmbers. All were agreed—the local men, the local railway 
authorities as well as GoTemment officials—that they should be housed 
somewhere; the football ground was decided upon, and the Indian 
Tea Association offered a generous contribution of Rs. 2,000 and there 
were local subscriptions also, and it was intended to erect sheds to 
house these people. This was the scheme that was thought of on the 
19th. 

On the evening of the 19th, an incident happened. The coolies began 
to move in large crowds and rushed to the flats and steamers to seek 
a passage. We often find in big junction stations large crowds rush¬ 
ing to find accommodation in trains. It was not unusual that in their 
impatience to get away to thnir homes they should rush to the steamer. 
It is an ordinary incident of passenger traffic in this country. It so 
happened that one or the local officials who were on the flat attached 
to the steamer was roughly handled, or there was an attempt to 
handle him roughly. Then the events smoothed down. There was 
nothing further that night. That was in fact the only outrage against 
the coolies that was brought out. It is not shown what else actually 
happened or what else they were guilty of. The whole of the 20th was 
quiet. The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler says that the townspeople 
gathered at the station and on the overbridge. It is not shown in 
the communique whether they incited the coolies to any violence or if 
any excesses were committed. Everything evidently remained quiet 
until about a quarter past eleven at night when Hr. De with the 
military police and officials came. It is not shown that Mr. De had 
sent for some of the local leaders or local people during the course of 
the day on the 20th and had told them that he desired that the coolies 
sliould be moved from the station immediately even though the accom¬ 
modation that had been decided upon for them had not been put up. 
It is not shown on the face of the communique or on any other informa¬ 
tion .that has so far been published that any communication was made 
to any of the coolies or to the local leaders. The attempt comes sudden¬ 
ly and at night when nobody expected it. So far as the coolies 
themselves were concerned the facts are that a very large proportion 
of them, as the Bishop of Assam sayS} were women, children and sick 
persons, and those that were adult men were half-starved and emaciated. 
Then the squad of military police came and the coolies were asked to 
move out. It is said in the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s communique 
that these people held up their hands and said GandKi Maharaj ki jai, 
and then the policemen began to strike the bundles and things of the 
coolies. It reminds one of a village dramatic party indulging in a 
mimic warfare. When that had no effect the policemen took up«,the 
iiiewQod, and sticks that the coolies had, and began to beat the poolies. 



minutes; and also when we remember the fact tiiat amongst them there 
were women, children and sick and infirm persons. The Hon’Ue Sir 
Henry Wheeler has said in the communique that no extra force was 
used and only the necessary amount of force. These are the facts 
on which 1 base my resolution. If these are the facts that happened, 
a reasonable man can only come to the conclusion that things were done 
in a manner which is not in consonance with the spirit of our Govern* 
meut. It was done in a manner which was not creditalde either to 
the Government or to the people. In Bengal, during troublous times, 
we have had the satisfaction that our Government acted in a way which 
was different from what Governments in remote parts of India did. 
Our Government had maintained humane principles in the conduct of 
public affairs, and their officers have carried out their duties with 
humanity and justice. But, having regard to the way in which these 
unarmed and unoffending coolies—a few only amongst whom were on 
the face of the communiqu^^y guilty merely of. shouting Gandhi Maharaj 
hi jai —were treated, it appears that a new chapter is opening in the 
history of the Bengal Government. I feel that it is the duty of this 
Council to say straight and plainly that we will have none of this so 
far as we are concerned. I say, therefore, that the officers who were 
responsible for the incident must be dealt with by the Government in 
a suitable manner and in such manner that any repetition of similar 
incidents should be impossible in Bengal—the premier province in 
India. It is indeed a slur alike on the intelligence and on the high 
reputation for sympathy which this Government has. With these 
words, I commend this resolution to the acceptance of this House. 

Babu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA: This Council recommends to 
the Government, that a committee, consisting of seven members, five 
of whom shall be non-officials—three members of the C/ouncil and two 
from the outside public—elected by the non-official members of the 
Council, be appointed to inquire into, and report, at an early date, about 
the circumstances in connection with the recent tea garden coolie 
situation at Chandpur, with special reference to the following:— 

(а) the attitude of the Government towards repatriation and their 

alleged interference with the Steamer Company in connection 
with the conveyance of coolies; 

(б) the events that happened at Chandpur on the 19th, 20th and 

2l8t May, 1921, in this connection; and 

(c) the circumstances in connection with the strikes in the Assam* 
Bengal Railway and the India General Havigation ' and 
Rivers Steam Navigation Companies (steamer service).** 

^s this matter refers to my own district, I hope this. Council will 
kindly, bear with me, if I cannot move this resolution in the same dis- 


1 move this resolution more .in sorrow than in anger. l£y own 
district of Tippera has been humiliated to the dust, the most ordinary 
dictates of humanity Imve been violated, public feeling has been 
deeply wounded, and I stand before this great tribunal of the repre¬ 
sentatives of Bengal to demand truth, sympathy and justice. Some 
derelicts of humanity, the tea garden coolies from Assam, in the last 
stages of destitution and misery had taken shelter in the small sub- 
divisional town of Chandpur in my own constituency; while it was the 
first instinct of humanity to gave them proper protection and help 
them on, when even the local Government officials felt this simple call 
of the heart, the dictum was flashed forth from the top of the hills or 
from Calcutta, that Government was not to help towards the coat of 
repatriation of Ihese poor people. The allegation has been freely made 
that not only did the Government not stop there, but they are reported 
to have advised the Steamship Company not to grant concession rates. 
With regard to this allegation, the Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler says 
in his communique—^ 1 eicplained that the Government had never 
interfered and had no power to interfere and had no wish to interfere, 
that there had been some misunderstanding of a letter from the agents 
by the local steamer staff.” As 1 said the other day, mistakes and 
misunderstandings are very vague, terms, But we are left as much 
in the dark as ever. When the misunderstanding arose out of a letter, 
surely there was a letter and that letter must have been written after 
instructions from Government or any of its responsible ofiScials. We 
want to know what that letter was,- and what those instructions were, 
so that there may not be any ground for misunderstanding here, in this 
Council, at any rate. 

A responsible gentdeman and a great lover of truth—the Hev. 
C. F. Andrews—^has publicly stated that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
had told him that he did not prohibit concession rates hut only objected 
to free passages. This statement has not yet been denied. Hay 
1 ask, was it any business of his or of any other Government member 
or official to say that the Steamer Company was not to grant free 
passages ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): May I rise to offer an explanation which might 
avoid further misunderstanding? My statement was that free passages 
could not he given at the cost of Government. There was never any 
instruction communicated to the Steamer Company at any time as to 
concession rates or otherwise as between them and private parties. 

4 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I am glad to hear this. Many 
other allegations have been made in the Press which have not been 
fully met. But as far as I have been able to read the situation, the 



smoothly. There was no trouble, no hint of any trouble. Acoord> 
ing to the statement oi the llon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, Mr. Macpberson 
of the Indian Tea Association arrired at Ghandpur on the 
17th May, and, according to the same statement, since fhe 17th, no 
coolies have been despatched from Ghandpur at Government expense. 
Sir, I do not know whether these two events have any connection what¬ 
ever, but the Rev. G. F. Andrews has publicly charged the Govern¬ 
ment for having taken the side of ** the vested interests.*’ 1 have 
carefully gone through the eighteen voluminous paragraphs of the 
Hon’ble Member’s statement, but I do not find any categorical denial, 
except a general statement of the neutral attitude of the Government 
in industrial strikes, of this gxave charge. If there is no vestige of 
truth in it, the Government ought to deny it categorically. We are 
anxious to know if Mr. 31acpherson or any one else, either independently 
or on behalf of any tea garden or tea association approached any 
Government official not to help the coolies in repatriation and 
whether the attitude of the Government depended on any suggestion 
or request from any vested interest. Then again, we find that 450 
coolies were sent away from Ghandpur at Government expense on the 
16th instant. We find it stated that Government received information 
of this only on the 17th and asked the Gommissioner not to send any 
more coolies at Government expense. Sir, are we to understand that 
the local officials did not inform the Local Government on the 16th by 
telegram that they were sending coolies at Government expense? If 
Government knew of this on the 16th, then why did they permit the 
repatriation on the 17th at Government expense? If they permitted 
repatriation on 17th, why did their attitude change after the 17th? 
Things are shrouded in mystery and questions arise in the minds of all 
thinking men—questions which demand an answer. Then again, wo 
find that Government does not hesitate to repatriate ihose fortunate 
coolies, who had reached such distant places as Naihati and Asansol 
on grounds of public health, but as soon as the case of the Ghandpur 
coolies is brought forward, the Government says' that it is bound to 
make a differentiation. Wby is this differentiation made? Was not 
the continued presence of the coolies at Ghandpur a source of grave 
danger to the public health at Ghandpur? I myself spent three days 
there, before tbe Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler went. I visited the 
coolie-cami>—^I saw the insanitary condition in which they had to be 
herded in corrugated tin godowns like sardines in a tin box. The 
sight beggared all description. I saw the Bishop of Assam, I saw 
Mr. and Mrs. Goring and 1 saw the selfless volunteers, risking their 
lives among the coolies. - Anybody who bad been only a couple of 
minutes in that camp—a veritable deathtrap—would have realised the 
immediate necessity of sending the coolies away and relieving^ the 


agreed with me that the danger was great. The Government has been > 
congratulating itself that excellent medical and sanitary arrangements' 
were made, but, may I ask, Sir, which is the most urgent medical 
arrangement? Prevention of disease or treatment of disease? If 
disease could be prevented, as it certainly could have been done by 
removing the coolies from Chandpur, was it not the fii^t duty of the 
Minister in charge of Public Health to insist on prevention of disease 
by removing congestion? If you allow a large number of people to 
stay in conditions where they are bound to be infected, it is small 
consolation to say that arrangements had been made to treat them 
when they got the disease. As long as I was at Chandpur, I was 
taunted with this remark, ** you speak of representative Government: 
you talk of your own representatives in charge of public health and 
in important posts of Goveriltnent, where is your representative now? 
Is Darjeeling so far away from Chandpur, or does not the wail of the 
coolies reach the cool heights of the Himalayas, or is the atmosphei'e 
of Darjeeling still anti-reform?** What answer could I give? I 
looked at the dying and the suffering coolies and' hung down my head 
in shame. Sir, we have come to co-operate with the Government. 1 
ask the Government not to make it difficult or impossible for us to 
co-operate. 

The position at Chandpur being so serious, on what grounds could 
Government differentiate between Chandpur and Naihati? It cannot 
be on the ground of expense, because, if I am not much mistaken, the 
expense of medical and sanitary arrangements and the cost of sending 
long official telegrams must have been considerable and would prob¬ 
ably have been sufficient to pay for the passage of most of the coolies. 
If it is not on the score of expense, 'it'liat can be the real cause? Is 
it because Chandpur is nearer to the tea gardens and it would have been 
easier to send these helpless coolies hack to their gardens, or is it 
because the public opinion of Chandpur can be more easily flouted 
than that of Naihati, or is it because of some other subtle reason? 

These and other pertinent questions have naturally arisen in our 
minds and we are still groping in the dark. These and some other 
very important questions—a series of 22 questions were sent by me for 
reply in this Council, but to my great sorrow and disappointment, the 
questions were rejected on the ground of their excessive length. Qf 
course, the questions were numerous, they had to he numerous, because 
the Government communiques had been very unsatisfactory, and the 
Chandpur affairs had been serious enough to demand elucidation. 
Even after my first rebuff, I was audacious enough to put some supple¬ 
mentary questions, but here again I was stopped on the ground that 
the Hon*ble Member was not to be'Cross-examined. I do not want 
to cross-examine anybody. I have studied the method adopted in fhe 



answered, there would have been no need of asking for a committee 
of inquiry. Only the other day. His Excellency the Governor was 
pleased to say that truth and dissemination of truth were, the most 
urgent matters needed for the country to-day. Sir, I welcome the 
suggestion and, therefore, I demand an inquiry committee to find out 
the truth. Truth must be first known, before it can be disseminated. 
I am not afraid of the truth, and I sincerely trust that nobody, not even 
the Government will shrink from the truth. 

From the question of inquiring into the attitude of the Government 
we now come to the serious events that happened at Chandpur on 
the 19th and 20th. When I think that there were women and children 
among the people who were attacked on that memorable night, 
that wounds had been inflicted on the bodies of helpless women and 
children, I confess my heart bleeds and is too full of pain and humilia¬ 
tion to enable me to give vent to my feeling of righteous indignation. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has dealt with the mailer in some 
detail, but he has missed so many important points, points that cannot 
be lightly dismissed, that it is a wonder, he went to Chandpur at 
all, merely to give us a colourless report which might have been 
written from the calm atmosphere of Darjeeling. His report, instead 
of satisfying us, has raised many and various important issues, which 
must be answered. As for example, we want to know why the 
coolies, who had been so quiet before, all at once became ** excited 
and noisy ** and why they were frightened that they would be sent 
back to their gardens against their wish? We want to know what 
business brought Mr. Macpherson from out of his bed at midnight 
into the receiving flat at Chandpur on the I9tb May; we want to know, 
if he was c.alled by any of the ofiicials to go there. We want to 
know how it was possible to send back the coolies from the receiving 
flat with the help of the ordinary and armed Police of Chandpur and 
without the help of the Gurkhas on the night of the 19th. We want 
to know how it can be stated by Sir Henry Wheeler that the coolies 
could not be removed from the station yard during the daytime of 
the 20tb for want of suflicient men P We want to know, wbat was the 
number of ordinary and armed Police at Chandpur on the 20th to find 
out why they could not remove the coolies during the daytime? Sir, 
I have seen the labourers of England, and I can assure you that if 
anybody bad dared to deal with them in the way it was done at 
Chandpur, a whole army of military Police might have been ousted. 
Three thousand English labourers would have known how to deal- with 
Military Police, trying to drive them at night in the way it 
was done hero. But here, there were helpless human beings, many 
of whom, probably most, being women and children, almost in the 
last stages of destitution and misery, who were so cruelly driven out. 


a statement conld be made» whether the person giving the evidence 
had made certain that nobody was sleeping. We want to know 
whether the Government had conclusive medical proof, in order to 
declare that no bayonets might' have been used. I do not like to 
tire the patience of the House, by going into all the questions that 
demand an authoritative answer. 

My friend, Mr. S. Mullick, has detailed the questions. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has kept strangely silent about 
them. We did not want to hear from him whether it required a 
tall mail to hit a cooly on the head (who perchance was sitting or sleep- 
ing.) We did not want to hear a detailed description of Dr. Batraks 
doings. He does not belong to tho department of the Hon*ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler. Why did Sir Henry Wheeler go out of his way to 
defend him—^what was the Hon’ble Minister doing? 

It has been said that an inquiry will be useless now, as the coolies 
have all gone back to their homes. But I believe that the addresses 
of many of the wounded coolies have been kept at Ohandpur. More¬ 
over,' there is a body of valuable and important evidence at Chandpur 
and elsewhere, which will be easily available and will certainly justify 
the appointment of the committee. 

Last of all, there are the Bailway and the steamer strikes,^causing 
a great deal of inconvenience to the pc^ople of East Bengal. Sir, to-day 
is the 46th day of the Bailway strike. What has been done to alle¬ 
viate the sufferings of the people? If I am not much mistaken, the 
Bailway Company has part of its dividend guaranteed by Government, 
was it not the duty of Government to find out the causes of the 
strike and bring about a compromise? Only the other day, Messrs. 
Martin and Company’s strike could be compromised by the appoint¬ 
ment of a conciliation committee. It seems that the public opinion 
of Calcutta is too strong, but Eastern Bengal may suffer all along with¬ 
out the Government moving a finger in the matter. In answer to a 
question of mine, the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr was pleased to say that these 
strikes were caused by persons with deliberate motives and that these 
were not economic strikes, and Government could not intervene. 
When I put in a supplementary question as to whether Government 
had held any particular inquiry as to the causes of the strike, he said 
that no particular inquiry had been held^. When I asked if the strikers 
had declared that the strike was not an economic one, he replied that 
no such declaration had been made. Then how can he say definitely 
what are the causes of the strike? In view of the great divergence of 
opinion about the causes of the strike, it is imperative that a com¬ 
mittee of inquiry should be held. 

The prestige of the Government demands that such an inquiry 
should be held, so that the truth and the whole truth may be found out. 



Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs ** This Oonncil recMnmeiuls to 
the GoTemment that a committee of non-official Europeans and Indians 
he immediately appointed to inquire into, and repoi't on, the ulleg^ed 
serious sufferings and gneyances of %e Assam coolies at Gbandpur 
and Goalundo.’’ 

The resolution that stands in my name is practically the same as 
those of Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, Babu Tarit Bhutan Boy, Bai 
Badha Charan Bahadur, Babu Eishori Hohan Chqudhnri, and Babu 
Tndu Bhushan Dutta. Some of them have already quoted chapter and 
verse in support of their resolutions. When it is seen that so many of 
the members of this Council honestly believe there is a strong case for 
a public inquiry it ought to be the bounden duty of the Govemment to 
accede to their requests. It is said that the incident of the 20th May 
at Chandpur is a cowardly outrage committed at the instance of the 
local officials by the Gurkhas on an unfortunate class of people who, 
deprived of food and shelter and other necessities of life, were there 
more dead than living; a class of people which included vromen, children 
and the infirm; a class of people many of whom were reduced to mere 
skeletons; a class of people many of whom were in the grip of death 
by starvation and disease—an outrage alleged to have been committed 
at dead of night with all lights put out, without sufficient notice or 
sufficient warning—an outrage alleged to have been committed in tlie 
immediate presence of the Divisional Commissioner, the District Magis¬ 
trate and the Subdivisional Officer, all belonging to the heaven-born 
service which goes by the name of the Indian Civil Service and amongst 
whom were included, I am sorry to say, Indians of high rank, status 
and culture. The accounts which have been published in the papers 
and of which there has been so far no contradiction in most important 
particulars are such as would make the dead rise up in their graves. 
The facts that have not been challenged or contradicted are:— 

1. Peremptory orders of the executive of Chandpur to the coolies ' 

to vacate the railway precincts at miduight. 

2. The coolies included women, children and the infirm (more 

women than men). 

3. " Absolute darkness owing to the sudden faihu'e of light. 

4. A general assault on the coolies (which has been given out by 

the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler as nothing but a scuffle) in 
wliich no military police or any one in tbe Govemment 
employ was seriously injured but several coolies had signs 
of such injuries on their person. 

5. No retaliation on the pert of the coolies. 

Chir people have a light to know whether the officials can j[»ioduce 


It 18 for this reason that we demand, with all the emphasis that we can 
command, the formation of a committee of representatives of rival 
interests which will make a sifting inquiry into the affair and, if ade> 
quately proved, apportion guilt to particular individuals for condign 
punishment. There are still some, in fact many, who have got faith 
in British justice and we, the Councillors of the Legislative Council, 
have practically demonstrated that we are in that category. But let 
us not be finally disillusioned about it. If the Government honestly 
mean to stand for the oppressed, if the Government really want their 
people to depend on their sincerity and good wishes, if tire Government 
values justice more than prestige, it is their duty to . make a public 
inquiry by persons who are in the confidence of both the Government 
and the people for their uprightness and honesty, love of justice and 
fair play. One word more. T find some divergence of opinion about 
the inclusion of official members in the committee proposed and the 
resolution that stands in my name wants only non-of&cial members in 
the comiqittee as it is my firm conviction that to include officials will 
put those officials themselves into an awkward and unenviable position 
as tbey will be between Scylla and Charybdis although they may dis* 
charge their duties with t^c utmost fairness and justice. But if the 
members find it necessary to include officials in the committee to give 
it a thoroughly representative character, I will certainly abide by their 
decision. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “This Council lecom- 
mends to the Government that a committee, consisting of officials and 
non>officials, be appointed for a full iaquiry into, after examination of 
necessary witnesses, and report upon, as early as possible, the circum< 
stances in connection with the alleged attack by the Gurkhas on the 
coolies at Chandpnr on the night of the 20th May lust, and the subse> 
quent treatment accorded by the officials to the coolies assembled at 
Chandpur, with further instructions, to ascertain the responsibility for 
the incidents, and to recommend the steps (if any) to bo taken for 
punishing the offenders, and for dealing with the question of granting 
facilities for the repatriation of the coolies.*’ 

I am not going to read any complaint in detail about the whole 
question as to why we demanded an inquiry. The movers of the pre* 
rious re8olution.s have said much on the subject and it will be no good 
repeating the same argumeoit. The most important thing, howevei* 
to which I would draw attention is this:—On the SOth May, Mr. Andrews 
brought very grave and serious charges against Gove;mmeut. 1 can do 
no better than read it in his own words:— 

My indictment of the Bengal Qovemment, in the name of humanity, is this, 
that they have oppressed the poor where pity was needed; they hare emplSyed 
Tioleace, where tenderness was required, they have hrou^t down their Gurklin 
soldiers. whM« humsn nature itedf was callisie otrad for sympathy and compassion. 



Added injiuy, «hen this brutal outrage has been committed, they have called in 
their Director of Public Information to justify it to the public tiirough the ot^umns 
of the daily press. 

It is a very ^rrave indictment and we were anxiously awaiting 
the reply to these grave charges. I confess, however. X carefully went 
into the Report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler hut I was i-ot satis¬ 
fied with his explanation. When I first heard of the brutal assault 
committed upon the coolies at dead of night, whether sleeping or awake, 
I felt ashamed of the conduct of my countryman, Mr. K. C. De. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you are entitled to make remarks 
like that. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not wish to make 
any strong remarks. What I was going to say is this that I was how¬ 
ever much relieved when I saw a copy of Mr. De’s letter addressed 
to the Government published in the Press in which he requested the 
Government that something should be done for the coolies and his 
request ran as follows:— 

It is needless for me to urge that for the sake of humanity as well as to protect 
the residents of the places situated on the routt^of the emigrants firom possible 
violence and outbreaks of epidemic diseases, the State should bear tiie coat of 
repatriation of the destitute emigrants. 

I request that Government may be pleased to approve and confirm the District 
Magistrate’s ac^on. The actual expense incurred by him will be reported as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. De instituted an inquiry as to the truth or otherwise of their 
helplessness and he deputed the District Magistrate to inquire into the 
circumstances and he was satisfied that they were really helpless and 
destitute and he tried at first to get public help through my friend, 
Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta, with a fund which was snbscribed by the 
public. That was soon exhausted and he, with the Magistrate and the 
Subdivisioual Officer, tried to help the coolies and send them to Goalundo 
at Government expense. That portion of the work was ratified by Gov¬ 
ernment as will be seen in tbe report of tlie Hon^ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 
When that action was justified, I submit there was further justi¬ 
fication to do .something more. There then arose the point of differ¬ 
ence as to the question of repatriation. As to the feeding of the coolies 
and their medical treatment there was no difference and Government 
was prepared to do that. As Sir Henry Wheeler said in his report it 
was the coolies who deserved sympathy from the public and any belp 
from the public that could be raised would be spent for a very laudable 
object and to that Government bad not tbe blighte.st objection. So 
we^ihink the repatriation of the coolies by Government should also have 
been taken up when tbe other things were taken up. But that was not 



there and he saw the eonditions for himeelf and ^ou^ht that aozaeo 
thing should be done for the coolies for their accommodation and medi* 
cal treatment and for preventing the spread of epidemic diseases in the 
town. On the 19th also, there was that unfortunate incident regard¬ 
ing the rush to the steamer. On the 20th, the coolies were told that 
they should not rush to the steamer and attempts were being made to 
help them and they were told that they should leave the place at once. 
And what was done? At dead of night those coolies were attacked by 
Gurkhas t If up to the 16th or 17th they could be helped in every 
possible way, how was it that a change came on the 19th and 20th? 
If it was the duty of Government to see that they were properly fed ainl 
properly treated, I think that something more should have l)een done 
for their repatriation too. 1 expected, Sir, that something would he 
contributed by the Ministers and the Executive Councillors and even by 
Government towards helping them in that way but that was not done. 
We remember that in the beginning of this year when the question of 
the i>ay of the Ministers was brought before the Council, we were 
assured in this Council Chamber that the Ministers would each spend 
Its. 16,000 a year in deference to the wishes of tlie people. 

The PRESIDENTS I do not think that any question arises about 
the Ministers' promise. 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am only justifying my 
attack on the Ministers. I say that our accii.sation is not against the 
local officials only but against the Government as a whole. Govern¬ 
ment ought to have done soTnething more but it did not do so. We 
heard from the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler that it was necessary that 
the coolies should be removed. But as they did not move, some force 
had to be used; but we see, Sir, that it is not the whole tiaith. Bubu 
Akhil Chandra Dutta, in his letter to the Press, said that he had a talk 
with Mr. De and Mr. l>e had to admit to him that tliere was no opposi¬ 
tion by the coolies either before or after the attack. Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutta was present though not at the’station but at the town. Mr. 
Andrews went there on the 21 st. On the 26th the Government commu¬ 
nique was issued and, on the 28th or 29th, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
went to Chandpur. Thou);^ there was public agitation our popular 
Ministers did not think it necessary to do anything though we expected 
much from them. We expected that they would personally go there to 
see things for themselves but that was not done. Ho contribution was 
made by them, though, from the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler's report it 
would be seen that the coolies were suffering very much. But nothing 
was done by our popular Ministers. On the other hand, there w{^ a 
brutal assault upon the coolies and, as a conMquehce, there vrzsluirtal 
and strikes. I think that a public inquiry is needed. The report of the 



inquiry should be held by members of the Council. Too much import¬ 
ance of official prestige is a growing evil in our administration. We were 
assured that in the Keform Government there would be a ehange and 
that O'Dyerism would be impossible in India. Of course here it was 
only O'Dyerism in miniature. Again our Ministei’s did not do any¬ 
thing—at least in the public mind there is a great doubt whether tliey 
did anything at all. 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a 
point of explanation, Sir. I challenge this statement which has been 
made by the hon’ble member and which he has been repeating again 
and again, that the Ministers have done nothing.. He ought to have 
known that as soon as I heard from the Chairman of the Chandpur 
Municipality that there was a chance of the outbreak of cholera, I sent 
out Bs. 6,000 and nine doctors to look after the coolies and yet my hon’ble 
friend says that we did nothing as if by repetition he could convert 
a falsehood into truth. 

Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: Yes, I lead in tho papers 
that something like that was done, hut my contention was that more 
ought to have been done and that a contribution of Bs. ri,000 for the 
repatriation of the coolies ought to have been made. I said in the begin¬ 
ning that something was done for the medical treatment of the coolies 
and I also said that something in the way of repatriation ought to have 
been done too. That was not done though I must say that it was done 
ni the beginning at Government expense but it was not done after¬ 
wards. Mr. Andrews was anxious to get a contribution of Bs. 5,000 
from Government and I said that our Ministers could at least have con¬ 
tributed Bs. 1,000 each hut they did not do that. 

The Hon’ble Sir BURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: My Lon’ble 
friend has again come back to the charge that we have not paid any¬ 
thing and that we should have done so. How does he know that we 
did not do anything P I for myself contributed Bs. I,000 from my pri¬ 
vate purse towards the help of the coolies. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI? I did not know it. 
However, our complaint is that an inquiry should be made, into the 
whole circumstances and if, as a result of that inquiry, any ofEcial is 
found to be at fault, he should he punished; if the local official^ were 
guilty they should he punished. If there was any remissnoss on the 
part of the head of Government some notice ought to be taken of that. 
I bay there are things which require some explanation and these 
explanations ought to be given. A committee would submit a report 
after ja thorough inquiry and upon that report if anything is to he done, 


The PRESIDENT: I understand Babu Indu Bbuslian Duita does 
not wisb to press his amendment. 

Baba INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: As I have moved my resolution 
I do not think it necessary to move my amendment to this resolution. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the President, 
withdrawn;— 

“ That for the words ‘ officials * and ^ non-officials * the following 
be substituted, via., * two officials and five non-officials, the non- 
officials being elected by the non-official members of Council/ ** 

Bd>u 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, there are seven resolutions 
on the Ghandpur incident besides the two resolutions which stand in 
my name, viz., about the emplo 3 Tnent of the Gurkha troops and laying 
on the table of the House all papers in connection with the Clxandpur 
incident. So many resolutions on one and the some subject clearly 
show what the feeling of the country is as regards the Ghandpur inci¬ 
dent. We all feel for these stranded coolies because they are poor, 
because they are helpless, because they are ignorant and, may be, 
because they are deluded. We feel for them because the opinion is 
almost unanimous that these poor and helpless men have not received 
proper treatment at the hands of Government. That is, I think, the 
unanimous opinion, at least the opinion of by far the majority of the 
people of this country. But I would ask my friends in this Council 
what useful purpose would be served by appointing a committee con¬ 
sisting even of a majority of non-official members of this Council. We 
have already two reports—one, a non-official I'eport of non-official 
gentlemen who examined witnesses on the spot at the time of the inci¬ 
dent and, the other, the official report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 
The duty of the Committee would, I dare say, be to examine witnesses. 
Who are the principal witnesses? They are the coolies—^for the out¬ 
side public were not in the Ghandpur station on the night of the 20th 
when this incident 'is alleged to have taken place. The coolies have 
now almost all gone to their native country. It is useless to go and 
examine the witnesses who have already been examined by the non¬ 
official committee. We all know that the Gurklias, were let loose upon 
poor, unarmed, helpless people consisting of men, women and children 
at dead of night. We all know that the local officials of Ghandpur 
nanted to remove these coolies in the football ground in the dead of 
night under the blue canopy of heaven. What, however, will the com¬ 
mittee do? All that can be done now is to examine some of the officials. 
Bvery officer is not like General Dyer who will make a clean confession 
of his deeds and misdeeds. We have already heard from the Hon^ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler the interpretation put upon the phrase ** mpral 
impression ” by that high local official, the Commissioner of the phitta- 



118 the official and the non-official version of the incident. What other 
version is needed. The committee, if appointed, will submit their 
report to Government in due course and, from our experienc* of reports 
of these committees, we think that} nothing useful iwill be done or 
will come out of it. We may condemn the action of the local officials 
and even of Government. The public have already formed their opinion 
about the Chandpur incident. You all know what it is. It is there- 
iore that I cannot support the resolutions about the appointment of a 
committee because of the utter uselessness of these committees. What 
did we gain even by tbe Hunter Committee which inquired about the 
JalUanwalla Bagh atrocities? We all however want that something 
should l>e done. It is thet'efore that I support the icsolution of my 
friend Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that the guilty might be punished and 
there may not be any recuirence of such incidents in future. I want to 
say here one thing. T)ie resolutions passed at tbe meetings of the 
Council are generally treated as pious wishes by Govemnient. This is 
Ihe defect of the present system of Government. This can only be 
remedied by the confening of full rGsix>nsible Government to obtain 
which we should try our best. That is the only remedy. 

The PRESIDENT: Before I proceed further, I think it necessary 
to mention a matter to the Council. When Rai lladhn Charun Pal 
Bahadur was speaking 1 heard him make some reference to His Excel¬ 
lency, hut I could not exactly catch his words. 1 therefore asked the 
official rejmrter to place befoie me a report of that part of his speech. 
I find there that what he said was this:— 

His Excellency might have thrown oil over troubled waters by words of compas* 
sion and sympathy towards these pitiable wretches who suffered at ^e hands of the 
Gurkhas. I regret that though 1 say it with the greatest deference—in his 
zeal to uphold the official prestige and position His £zcellen(y should have missed 
a golden opportunity. 

I need hardly point out that it is not open to the Council in any way 
to reflect on the conduct of the Governor, and I am extremely sorry that 
the remarks passed unchallenged. 

I would also like to say that these resolutions about tbe Chandpur 
incident ask for a committee of inquiry and I do not think it is proper 
for-members to aasume that they know all the facts and the whole 
truth and treat every other version as untrue. I do not think they are 
entitled to assume that what they believe is the truth and that the ver¬ 
sion supplied by the other side is not the true version. If this is carried 
to an extreme, I shall have to check such outbursts. 

Babu BURENDRA NATH MULLIGK: May I inquire. Sir, whether 


The PRESIDENT: I have already ruled and you cannot que<ftion^ 
my ruling. 

% 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I confess I cannot understand the aim and object 
of these resolutions asking for a committee of imiuiry regarding the 
coolie trouble at Chandpur. What is it that the Committee are expect¬ 
ed to do? Is it to bring daylight upon what happeneil at Chandpur? 
Well, the broad facts regarding the trouble at Chandpur ai’e well 
known and, so far as I know, there is no mystery about anything that 
happened there. Nor is there a C/Ouflict of any importance} between the 
ofEcial and the popular yersion of the facta vegarding Chandpur. 
Besides the subject has been discussed and re-discu.sscd in the Press 
and on the platform and everything that could he said cither on the 
official or the popular side has been said.^ And so far as I know, there 
is no demand on the part of any considerable section of the public for an 
investigation into what happened at Chandpur. That being the case, 
do not see what object we shall gain by setting up a committee of 
inquiry now. Sir, as I have said, the facts regarding the trouble at 
Chandpur are fairly well known, though there is a defijiite cleavage of 
.opinion with regard to at least one incident at Chandpur. Sir, the 
popular voice has' unanimously condemned, and, I venture to think, 
rightly condemned, the action of Government in employing Gurkha 
soldiers for the purpose of moving the coolies from the station com- 
|>ound at midnight on the 20th May. Sir, I cannot find any ju-stifica- 
tion for that proceeding. It is admitted in the official communique 
that force was used by the Gurkha soldiers in moving the coolies from 
the station compound and injuries were caused to several of the coolies 
in the process of their removal. Now, Sir, the exact nature of the 
injuries is. I am afraid, in di.spute though Mr. Andrews has stated that 
he did not see any hurt or wound caused by the use of bayonets. IIow- 
ever. Sir, I do think that the employment of Gurkha soldiers was most 
iil-advised. The coolies were not violent and there was no ground for 
any apprehension that any disorder would break out. Therefore the 
employment of soldiers and the use of force was wliolly uncalled for. 
Nor was there the least justification for choosing the hour of midnight 
for the purpose of moving the coolies from the station compound. 'H^y 
was not the removal of coolies done in daytime? Why were not 
piethods of persuasion tried for the purpose of moving the coolies? I 
am almost certain that, if such methods had been employed, the coolies 
would have responded and moved away from the station compound. 
Surely, it was worth while trying such methods before resorting to force 
at the hour of midnight. Sir, I know that I shall be told that it is easy 
enough to be wise after the event. But I am afraid that is no answer 
to my accusation, for 1 maintain that in times of trouble and excite- 


controlled. I venture to think that Government ^onld acknowledge 
that the employment of Gurkha soldiers at midnight on the 20th 
May for the purpose of moving the coolies from the station com¬ 
pound was a grave error of judgment. Why should a great and 
powerful GK)vernment. such as ours, he afraid of admitting an error?' 
What is the good, what is the use of being great and powerful if they 
are so afraid? Shame is not in the confession of a mistake. Shame 
lies only in persistency in wilful ^wrong-doing. But, Sir, a hundred 
times more heinous than the employment of Gurklia soldiers was the 
action of the local non-co-operators in fomenting hartals and strikes 
of railway and steamer employees and thus causing t(he deatii from 
cholera of many coolies and untold miseries to those that survived. I 
have no hesitation in saying that those who used the poor unfortunate 
coolies as pawns and tools in a political warfare, committed an outrage 
upon humanity, and I am glad that some of the best minds in the 
Nationalist party have publicly condemned the action of the non-co- 
operators at Chandpur. Sir, 1 am sure everyone in this House endorses 
that condemnation. Sir, the question regarding the trouble at Chand¬ 
pur resolves itself into this. The facts, at any rate, the broad facts, 
are well known. There is no mystery about them. There is difference 
of opinion, so far as I can see, lietween the official side on the one hand 
and the popular side on the other regarding, firstly, the employment of 
Gurkha soldiers for moving the coolies from the station compound and, 
secondly, the question of repatriation of coolies at Ooveiiimeut expense.. 
Now, Sir, with regard to both these matters, the Goremmeiit and the 
public have expressed their views, and nothing can be gained by an 
inquiry of the kind that has been suggested. But if this House is bent 
u|x>u having an inquiry of some kind or other, then I would suggest 
for its consideration the idea of having a comprehensive inquiry into 
the whole of the coolie episode, beginning from tbe tea gardens down 
to the villages where the coolies have now gone. Let us find out why 
the coolies left the gardens. Hid they leave of their own accord or 
owing to the ill-treatment of the planters, or did they leave at the insti¬ 
gation of non-co-operators ? Then it is worth while finding out whether, 
in case the coolies had left gardens at the instigation of the non- 
co-operators, the latter had made any arrangements for enabling the 
coolies to return to their homes. Further it is worth inquiring into 
the effect, the net result of the strike of railway and steamer employees^ 
Also it would be useful to know exactly tbe fate of the coolies now in 
their villages. These are matters upon which definite information 
would be exceedingly useful, and if the Government would see their 
way to institute a comprehensive inquiry of the kind that I have 
indicated, they would render a great public service. ' 

Rpi RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I wish to make (me ]w- 


reflection on His Excellency the Governor. Wbat I stated was merely 
a matter of comment and expression of a wish and nothiog else. 

Mr, R. M. WAT80N-8MYTH: On behalf of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce I must oppose this resolution. 

I first of all wish to say definitely that, in my opinion, and in the 
opinion of those whom I represent, the action taken by Government in 
refusing to repatriate these coolies at public expense was the correct 
action to take, and was, in fact, the only action which, a responsible 
Government could have taken. Looking at the matter entirely on 
general grounds, 1 am of opinion that had Government acceded to the 
demand, it would have created an intolerable precedent. The idea that 
political agitators can persuade men to break tbeir contracts, and hav¬ 
ing marched them down to the nearest railway station, that demand 
that Government will then convey them to their homes at public expense, 
is preposterous. 

It is no province of mine to enter into any discussion as to the rights 
or wrongs of wbat happened at Chandpur in the month of hlay last. 
1 oppose the appointment of a committee of inquiry on three grounds. 

The first ground is that there is nothing now to inquire about. To 
any intelligent reader the facts ai*e fairly well known. They may per¬ 
haps have been somewhat minimized on the one side, and they certainly 
were most distorted and camouflaged by falsehood ami invention on the 
other side, but, as I said, the intelligent reader has by now got the 
facte, and whether he agrees or not with what was done, whether he 
thinks that the action of the officials was necessary or unnecessary, he 
knows practically exactly what did happen, and no committee of inquiry 
can tell him any more than that. 

Hy second ground for opposing the resolution is that no committee 
now appointed can carry out their work satisfactorily. The men who 
could give first-hand information, viz., the coolies themselves, are 
scattered all over India, from the north to the south, and it would be 
impossible to get hold of them. There remains only the men who were 
on the spot to be examined, and you cannot very well call any of them 
independent witnesses. Further than that the Government officials on 
the one side, and the representatives of non-co-operation on the other, 
have already issued their versions to the world, not onc.e, but several 
times, and it is no good sending a committee to examine them. As I 
understand it, tbe whole trouble turns on the orders to clear the rail¬ 
way enclosures of these coolies in the middle of the night, which orders 
were carried out by mUitary police. Whether these orders W’ere neces¬ 
sary or not, whether the time chosen to carry out these orders was 
opportune or not, and whether the ^ffiysicol force employed by these 
|)olice was more than necessary, is not a matter with which I propose to 



caused in the stniggle> but all that pales into insi^iiicauce when we 
think that all the friendly efforts of both Indians and Europeans to get 
these men away quietly to their homes, were stopped by the steamer 
companies* employees being called out on strike by political leaders, 
thereby directly causing the death of several hundred coolies by cholera 
and other disease. 

The lavst reason on which I oppose this resolution is that a com> 
mittee will not do any good: whatever has happened has happened, and 
we all have our own opinions regarding it. But no (omniittee of inquiry 
can undo the past, nor is there anything fresh to be brought to light, 
as nothing has been hidden by Government, or by any one else. But 
such a committee may do a great deal of harm, and it certainly tends to 
keep this unfortunate incident prominently before the public, and to 
continue a controversy on which we are never likely to agree, and which 
in the heat of argument is likely to cause much ill-feeling and anarchy 
in Chittagong. I therefore proi)ose to vote against this resolution, and 
1 trust that it will not he pressed, and if it is pressed to a division, that 
it will be defeated. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: I am not ashamed to confess that I 
feel somewhat diffident in rising to speak on this resolution. Hy friend 
Bahu Surendra Nath MuUick, has made an earnest appeal to us to su|)- 
port his resolution for a committee of inquiry. An appeal like tlial 
coming from a patriotic heart is certainly very touching, hut I would 
ask him to rememl)er that there are in this House members who are not 
in a position to see eye to eye with him in this particular matter. So 
far as this request for a committee of inquiry is concerned, I will say 
at once that having given this matter my most earnest consideration, I 
think this House ought not to agree to the acceptance of such a resolution. 
My I'easons are practically what have been set foHh by some of the pre¬ 
vious speakers. I may, however, add one or two reasons of my own, 
and I would ask my friend, Bahu Surendra Nath MuUick, to consider 
whether he would really he serving the public interest which he has so 
much at heart in pressing his resolution for a committee of inquiry. 
We aU know that these committees, after they have finished their 
labours, send up a report which very generally does not meet with what 
is called public approval. The personnel of the committee is objected 
to, the procedure that is adopted by the committee is objected to, the 
conclusions arrived at by . the committee, however earnest, however 
fair, however impartial, however supported by reasons, fail to carry con¬ 
viction with what we call the public at large, unless they are of a parti¬ 
cular type and of a particular character. Let us remember the fate ot 
the recommendations of that historical committee, the Hunter Com¬ 
mittee. That committee was appointed by Government in pursuance of 


for more tlian a few days when it was decided by a resolution of the 
National Congress that they would have nothing to do with the com¬ 
mittee. I know something of the facts and I can say this much with¬ 
out breach of confidence that the feeling against that committee was so 
Tery strong that the members of the Congress Committee were given 
definite instructions not to examine persons who had given their evi¬ 
dence before the Hunter Committee. Now if an attitude like that is 
taken up by the people at large, is it possible for any committee, con¬ 
stituted by any careful selection, to carry on an investigation which will 
result in anything like success? Then, coming nearer home and to 
more recent events, what has been the fate of what is called the Com¬ 
mittee of Inquiry into the Kalighat Tragedy? The Committee has sub¬ 
mitted ihe report and 1 have seen in the papers nothing but denounce¬ 
ments. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: There was no committee in 
this matter. A judicial inquiry was only held. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ; I take it, Sir, that it was a sort of 
committee, just as there has been a committee over the incident at Chand- 
pur, which has gone into this question. Now the position seems to be 
this. There has been a non-official committee in connection with the 
Chandpur incident: they have .examined witnesses and Sir Henry 
Wheeler went there and also examined certain witne.s8es. We have 
got the case for prosecution; we have got the case for defence. The 
whole matter is before the public;, the press, and the members of this 
Council who have gone carefully into tlie matter and they are in a posi¬ 
tion to pronounce judgement. It is perfectly open to ns to denounce 
or to condemn the action of Government if evidence justifies it. But 
what I respectfully beg to submit is that no useful purpose will be 
served by wasting time by going into it over and over again in order to 
ascertain facts about which there is no doubt. For these very simple 
reasons I oppose the appointment of a committee. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER" The several resolutions which 
have just been moved fall into two categories. The majority, though 
differing from each other in points of detail, in the main request that an 
inquiry should be held, while the minority of one, is in a form which, 
as I understand it, merely wishes to place on record the views of those 
who hold that the official action taken in connection with the Chandpur 
incident was open in some respects to blame. I will refer to that resolu¬ 
tion later, but will deal first with the more numerous resolutions which 
ask for a committee of inquiry. 

There is one point about them, and about remarks which we have 



wHo Have moved tKem and others, we have a constant recnrrence of 
such words and epithets as ** alleged oppression,’* ** violence and out- 
** conduct which requires to be punished,” ” alleged serious 
sufferings and grievances,” ” brutality,” ” cruelty ” and ” want of 
humanity.” All these words have occurred frequently this afternoon. 
And do they not indicate that these resolutions, though in the guise of 
a request for an inquiry, really seek to justify through the medium of a 
committee conclusions which some members—some of whom may be 
put on the committee—^have already formed? It is not a request so 
much for an inquiry as a request for condemnation. 

Now, Sir, in order to fully understand this incident and to appreci¬ 
ate how it is that we have had some of the speeches to which we have 
listened this afternoon, it is necessary to study with some care the 
efforts which were made at the very outset in a certain section of the 
press, and in a certain section of the public, to create in this connection 
an atmosphere of suspicion electrical with the wildest allegations of the 
acts which were supposed to have taken place. That I can prove, and 
1 propose to prove, by a few representative quotations showing the tactics 
which were adopted at the very beginning, while these tactics have been 
so far successful that a common idea prevails—and it has been reflected 
in the debate this afternoon—that some awful mystery exists as regards 
this Chandpur incident, and that some appalling outrages and ghastly 
cruelties were perpetrated, which the Government, for motives best 
known to themselves, arc now seeking to conceal. Let us see how 
this impression was created, remembering that the dates of the occurrence 
wore the 19th, and 20lh May. We find in the Servant of'the 2l8t May:— 

It is reported that some coolies in their attempt to board the steamer after the 
gangway had been removed fell into the river. 

The Amnta Bazar Patrika (our own correspondent) of the 23rd May 
had the following:— 

Hr. Macpherson, it is reported, went so far as to kick some of the coolies over¬ 
board. This enraged the coolies a bit, desperate as tiiey were, and they were about 
to retaliate. 


The local leader of Chandpur, Babu Hardyal Nag, in a letter of the 
29th May to the same paper (7th June), repeated the rumour that some 
of the coolies were thrown overboard and drowned. I saw him on the 
dlst, and asked him if he had any evidence of coolies being drowned or 
kilW. He said ” No.” I asked him—” Why, then, were such 
reports communicated to the papers,” and the only reply was—” I 
merely said it was rumoured.” 


evidence tlmt the Gurkhas were ordered to beat the helpless and sleep¬ 
ing coolies. A most inhuman and merciless beating followed.” The 
same gentleman, on the same day, writes in the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika 

It is dif&calt to count and examine all the wounds. Approximately the number 
is one hundred. Blany wounds are bayonet thrusts. Cases of fracture of bones, 
and lacerated wounds are also considerable. There are certain cases of broken limbs 
and contused wounds are numerous. The assault was perfectly unprovoked. 

. . .The coolies say some of tlieir young ones are missing. . . .Dyerism is 
visible all round. 

** On the 2drd, we have the Chittagong Bar Association chipping in 
with a condemnation of the ” moat inhuman and dastardly midnight 
attack on half-starred sleeping coolies ... an act of monstrous 
barbarity.”' - 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika (our own correspondent) on the 23rd 
May gives out— 

Then followed an incident which in brutality and cruelty may only be eclipsed 
by the JallianwaUa Bagh tra^dy. 

On the 26th May the Amrita Bazar Patrika had the following quota¬ 
tion from the Herald correspondent:— 

Our reporter found a cooiy woman crying and asked ber its cause. She said 
that when they wero being driven away at n^t a Gurkha snatched her diild from 
her arms and threw it into the river. 

On the 31st, the correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes 
from Chittagong:— 

Strong rumour gained currency that Babu Cham Gopal Ghose, chief tranship¬ 
ment clerk at Chandpur, had been shot dead. At first the railway authorities offered 
to give facilities for travelling by special train to Chandpur to ascertain facts, but 
the offer was withdrawn immediately. This action of the railwt^ authorities 
strengthened tlie public misgivings as to Cham Babu’s fate. 

Then on the 25th, we have a bright article in the Servant entitled 
” Dyer and De,” while on the 30th the same paper circulated a rumour 
that Abdul Majid, serang, had been kept under confinement and sent 
away. We have made some inquiries about tbis man and, so far as we 
can find out, be is on a visit to bis friends. 

Th» Servant on the 31st reported a speaker as saying in a meeting 
at Wellington Square that ” Gurkhas inarched over sleeping 
coolies,” while in the same issue it was reported as an item of news that 

Babies have been kicked to death in the course of the Gurkha assault 
on sleeping coolies at Chandpur.” 

The papers nearest to the spot carried on the same campaign. I 
will read an extract from the Tippera Hitaishi of the 25th May— 

When on Thursday night, os on other nights, the ooolies attempted to board the 
steamer, obstmetions were put in their way. Then a great row occurred on the gang¬ 
way. As a result some of the coolies fell down into Uie river. Some people «ay 
that thev were kicked into the river. It is stated that some coolies were killed thus. 



While passing on to the incident of the 30th May, the same paper 
says— 

Foarteen or fifteen coolies were said to be missing their children. Many people 
feared that as a result of the outrage, their children have been killed, and in order 
that the outrage might not be proted, they have been thrown into the river. One 
does not easily feel inclined to believe in such cruel and demoniac affair as of <diild> 
ren having been snatched away from the laps of their mothers and thrown into the 
river. But everybody is talking of it. A 60-year old women was so struck on the 
head that her skull broke and was driven inside. . . A 10 or 12-3rear old girl has 

had her eye so perced by a bayonet that as a result of the blow it passed through tho 
skull and came out on the other side. 

The Noakhali Sammilani of the 30th May was responsible for the 
statement— * 

Nobody says that the coolies were shot. The report is that the unfortunate 
people were killed by thrust of the bayonet. The Magistrate has not said a word 
about this, and it may be inferred from this that ho has suppressed its truti). 

Now Sir, I give these as typical instances (their number could 
easily be multiplied) substantiating my contention that in this matter 
there has been from the outset a deliberate attempt to convert what 
after all was an incident of minor disorder at an up-epuntry station 
into a ])olitical weapon of far-reaching range. No effort has been 
omitted, maliciously and deliberately, to distort the incident and to 
calumniate the othcers of Government. 

What in fact actually occurred? We have a small up-country 
station at which, for reasons for which no officer of this Government 
was in any way responsible, an unusual inhux of coolies fiom Assam 
occurred. They congregated at the station; cholera broke out 
amongst them; and they had no means of their own of getting away. 
On the night of the 19th May, they attempted to rush the boats and 
successfully did so. While attempts were being made to put a stop 
to the disorder, the subdivisional officer was nearly assaulted and hud 
to take refuge on the flat, drawing up the gangway in order to keep 
off the mob. On tbe next evening we have the same coolies congre¬ 
gated at the station, with more cases of cholera among them, and the 
authorities, finding themselves powerless to move them, with the men 
at their disposal, sent for i^einforeements. The reinforcements arrived, 
and taking at most 20 men out of the 00, who had come by the 
steamer, the authorities proceeded to move the coolies out of the station 
premises. The majority of the coolies—about 3,000—^went away 
of their own accxird, but some refused to leave and force had to be used 
to them. A small number—sixteen—were produced before me with 
marks of injuries upon them 10 days later. Taking the best evidence 
we can get from Cbandpur, tbe statement of the other side did not 
show more than 26 cases suffering from injuries of a moderate des- 
senption. 


requests tliis afternoon that an elaborate inquiry should be held to 
judge between Government and its accusera. It will doubtless be 
asked what is the evidence on which I base my contentions. I will 
mention the main points. In the first place we have the evidence, of 
Mr. De, Mr. Wares, Mr. Sinha, Captain Shephard and Mr. Purcell, 
to say nothing of others. If there is any truth in these exaggerated 
statements that have been put up, some of which have been echoed 
this afternoon, the only conclusion is that these five gentlemen have 
deliberately lied. There is no other conclusion possible. I have here 
the statements of these five gentlemen, and 1 had anticipated that one 
of the requests put forward would be for their publication—a request 
which I will be quite prepared to comply with if it comes from any 
quarter. 

Secondly, the cardinal point which can be verified is the matter of 
wounds. When I was down there, I asked to see these wounded people. 
I saw 16 only, and as I have already said, the charges of drowning and 
killing were specifically withdrawn. 7 asked where were the broken 
limbs, and they replied that they must ask the doctors. I asked 
whether the doctors had any one then in their charge suffering from 
broken limbs, and I was told—“ That was 10 days after this 

alleged occurrence, and I submit to apy unprejudiced man that these 
facts are sufficient proof that serious injuries amounting to broken limbs 
never occurred. 

Then as regards the c-onslautly reiterated charge of the use of 
bayonets. An interesting point, which I mentioned in my report, is 
that those who made that charge, in their anxiety to substantiate the 
details, mixed up the bayonets of the ordinary armed police with those 
of the military police, and specified a type of bayonet to which they 
were most accustomed, but which in fact was nothing resembling the 
bayonet carried by the military police. It is well known that 
Mr. Andrews has admitted that at any rate ho saw no bayonet wounds 
—in itself, I think, sufficient evidence that no bayonet was used. The 
two or three wounds which were shown to me and alleged to have been 
inflicted by bayonets could not possibly, to my mind, have been so 
inflicted. That was also the opinion of Dr. Batra who was with me. 
That being so, are we not justified in contending that the charge which 
has been put forward by the other ' side is absolutely unreliable, 
while on our side, we have witnesses of repute who have been corro¬ 
borated in the one main particular in which corroboration is jnssible. 

Apart, from that, what evidence is to be produced in a fresh inquiry— 
a point which has already been dealt with by Mr. Watson-Smyth? 
Into the conditions in Assam we cannot go, although the various 
allegations as to incidents there have largely coloured the'views taken 
by different people. As regards officials, as I have said, 1 have 



is such tainted evidence as is produceable from the town of Chandpur. 
I say ** tainted ** deliberately on the basis of these newspaper accounts 
and statements of which I have quoted extractsi many of them having 
emanated from Babu Hardyal Nag who, before me, when asked about 
the curious permit system which he had initiated, said ** I am the sole 
leader and I take the whole responsibility.” If Babu Hardyal Nag 
is the sole leader in Chandpur, and we have had examples of the kind 
of thing which Babu Hardyal Nag is prepared to say, what kind of 
evidence arc we likely to get from the town of Chandpur? 

As various points of detail have been raised by speakers this after- 
noon, and as it has been alleged that these points have not been 
covered by my report, I will very briefly refer to the more important 
of them. 

The point has been raised why were the Gurkhas ever brought to 
Chandpur at all? Why was not Mr. De content with the local police? 
And it is alleged that it has not been stated what strength of 4he 
latter he had at his disposal. As a matter of fact, before the military 
police came from Dacca, Mr. De had 70 police at Chandpur, of whom 
22 were armed, and I put it to the Council that a force of that magnitude 
is not sufficient to cope with a crowd of 3,000 coolies who had 
shown by their conduct on the 19th that they were liable to mob sugges¬ 
tion culminating in rio'tous bebaviour. It was on that account that 
Mr. De asked for reinforcements and 50 men of the military police 
were sent from Dacca. 

The next point raised is as to the use of bayonets. With that 1 
have already dealt. Another is the mystery with which Babu SurCndra 
Nath Mullick has tried to surround the alleged putting out of the 
lights iu the station at the time of the occurrence, his inference being 
that the lights were deliberately put out by the order of the Govern¬ 
ment officers. Wliat Mr. De said before me was that “ about this 
time the electric lights suddenly went out and flared up again and 
went on intermittently. I thought that the townspeople might have 
interfered with them and so asked Mr. Sinha to mount a sentry to 
guard the plant.” Mr. De, iu conversation with me, described tbe 
electric lights as jumping up and down, as everyone must have seen 
electric lights occasionally do, and as the station master said these lights 
not infrequently did. If the insinuation is correct, that this was 
due to the action of the Government officers, 1 say that Mr. De, 
Mr. Sinha and Mr. Wares have told culpable and disgraceful lies. 

Another point raised, and I am not sorry to have to refer to it, 
is the misstatement that Government ordered the steamer companies 
to stop all concessions. We have been asked by Babu Indu Bhushan 
Djptta to produce the letter in which, he thinks, a matter of this kind 
must necessarily have been dealt with. As a fact the instructionB 



of coolies, partly at private and partly at Government expense, and 
they also entered into a formal agreement with the steamer companies 
that they would take 400 tickets a day. When we decided that it 
was not justifiable to repatriate these coolies at the cost of Govern¬ 
ment, Mr. Donald communicated that decision to the steamer com¬ 
panies, saying that concessions of free passages and special boats 
should not be given on the requisition of Government officers. The 
order went down to Chandpur to the local steamer agent, Mr. Hope, in 
a form which he admittedly misunderstood, and he gave Mr. Andrews 
to understand that it was the order of Government that no concession 
was to be given to anybody. When Mr. Andrews came to Darjeeling, 

I showed him all the papers and explained the circumstances to him. 
In fact he was actually sitting in my room when Mr. Donald’s wire 
came from Calcutta. Mr. Andrews then expressed himself satisfied that 
there had been a misunderstanding and repeated that statement later 
in a public meeting. 

Another point to which reference has been made this afternoon, 
and also in sections of the press, is the state of the ground to which 
it was sought to take the coolies. It has been represented to have 
been a water-logged area, and it has been cited as another instance of 
our inhumanity that the coolies should have been sent there. 

What are the facts? I will read a letter from Babu Hardyal Nag 
who said— 

Mr. De arrired here on the morning of the 19th May. The matter was discussed 
between me and the Commissioner. He asked me to bring the coolies to the town, 
but I told him this could not be done without consulting the town leaders, and 
accordingly an informal conference was held at the subdiTisional officer’s bungalow in 
which it was settled the Commissioner would provide accommodation for the coolies 
somewhere outside the town, and the local leaders would feed the coolies as long as 
they would be here. 

Mr. Purcell, on the same incident, states:— 

The Commissioner decided to send for Hardyal Nag and we saw him in the sub- 
divisional officer’s house about 9 a.m. I was present. Mr. Be suggested that the 
coolies be housed in the two empty schools in the town and he would arrange suiitary 
arrangements and water. Hardyal said he could not decide himself but must consult 
his friends, and another meeting was fixed for 10.30 or ll. I was not present then. 
I returned to the subdtvisional officer’s bungalow about 1 p.m, and asked the Com¬ 
missioner the result of the meeting. He said it has been decided to encamp the 
coolies on the football ground and I had been asked to wire to the Agent for per¬ 
mission. 

What does Mr. De say:— 

I saw Uie station was very insanitary and cholera had broken out, and spreading 
to the railway staff and was bound to spread to the town. Therefore I suggested 
moving the coolies into a camp. 1 suggested the Hussein Ali Jubilee school as being 
suitable at one end of the town. Akhil Babu came. AH the local people objected to 
bringing tiie ooolies into the town and suggested the football ground. I tel^rapked 
to the Agent asking his permission, and in the course of the day he agreed. In the 
coiiniA of the diacnssion th« local neonla said Haveral timaH that it would ho verv 



Therefore there is the evidence of three witnesses, one including 
the redoubtable Babu Hardyal Nag, which shows conclusively that the 
objection to the coolies being taken into the town came from the 
townspeople, and that it was in agreement with them that the football 
field was selected as a suitable place. That evidence has also an 
interesting bearing on the insinuation, which we have heard several 
times this afternoon, that eveiything might have been well if only 
the townspeople had been asked to bring persuasion to bear upon the 
coolies. But here we have the townspeople admitting their difSculty 
in moving the coolies. It also has a bearing on the question that 
has been asked, “ Were the coolies ever told where to goP^' I say 
that it is evident that for two or three days preceding the actual 
incident there was nothing else talked about in Chandpur except where 
these coolies should go and how best they could do so. 

The only other point to which I would allude in this connection 
is the question that has been asked, “ Why efid I bring into my report 
all the minor details about the quairel with Dr. Batra?” I brought 
them into my report because they were small details, and I should 
have brought them in all the more had they been smaller still. I 
thought it desirable, eminently desirable, that the public should be 
aware of the attitude adoi>ted by these so-called local leaders, and bow 
for the sake of personal jealousy and pi'ide they were sacrificing the 
welfare of the coolies which they said they had so much at heart. 

Well, Sir, I have now dealt as far as imssible with the main facts 
and incidents of which mention has been made this afternoon, and I 
submit to the Council that this request for an inquiry is unjustifiable 
and unsustainable. It is not a case of our shrinking from the possible 
results of inquiry. We say that the facts have been fairly and 
squarely placed before the public, and we say that this request for,an 
inquiry, whatever be the motives and intentions underlying it, can 
only result in exposing our officers to libellous atiaclcs from the very 
persons whose actions have led to the disturbances on the 30th Ifay. 
I ask the Council to try to picture what the present state of affairs in 
Chittagong is. At present there is serious disorder in parts of the 
Chittagong Division. We have there a small body of men doing their 
best to check it and to restore decent administration. Is the result 
of their efforts to he that they are the party which is to he put on 
their trial merely as the outcome of this incessant stream of libellous 
exaggeration' which has been poured out by those who are responsible 
for these events P 

There remains the resolution of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu which, 
arf I' understand it, drops the question of inquiry, and so far I am 
glad* to see that it is supported by several speakers this afternoon. 



Council here ,to<4ay nad not formed fairly decided opinions one way or 
the other. 

The PRESIDENT; Your time is up. But I think that you may go 

on as the matter under discussion is an important one. I give you 
fifteen minutes more. 

The Hon*bl0 Sir HENRY WHEELER: The incident itself naturally 
evokes the sympathy and pity of everyone. Given the picture of these 
unfortunate coolies stranded, and undergoing all these hardships and 
misfortunes, with the fell disease of cholera among them, naturally 
the sympathies of all are with them, and as 1 have maintained before, 
under the subtle influence of this campaign of misrepresentation, it 
was not unnatural that many people thought that the fault lay with 
Government and that things might have been done otherwise. On such 
questions there will always bo diflerences of opinion, and not altogether 
illegitimate differences of opinion. Although I should like to 
feel that I could convince Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that his view of 
the facts is incorrect, yet I recognise at the same time that he has 
placed his view before us in a temperate and moderate speech, and I 
will therefore allude only to two fundamental matters of opinion which 
have attracted a considerable amount of attention. 

The first is this: “ Why did Government refuse to repatriate these 
coolies?’* We have done our best to explain our position in our 
coTnmuniqui. In our view it was impossible for us to inteiwene in 
this labour dispute in a manner which would have constituted direct 
intervention on one side. The difficulty that has arisen in Chandpur 
is one which might easily arise elsewhere. There are many other 
parts of the province in which labour is employed that cx)mes from 
outside. We know that nowadays disputes between employers and 
employed spring up with lightning rapidity. Is it to be the position 
of Government that if the employees in such cases proceed to Ihe 
nearest railway station and say Here we remain until we are taken 
home at public expense,'* that it should forthwith comply with the 
request. We consider that it would be impossible for us to assume 
that responsibility and that it would be grossly unfair to our succes¬ 
sors if we did so. We were therefore content to do all that we thought 
justifiable in the name, of humanity and public health. We took 
medical precautions, and these precautions (I say this especially in 
view of constant misrepresentations) were not taken by me but by the 
Hon*ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. The arrangements were made 
by him and all that could be done was done. In so far as that help 
was not fully utilised, it was solely due to the attitude of the non¬ 
co-operators in Chandpur. • 

Another point about which much has been said, and it is the* only 
ofher to which I will allude, is one which, T know, has troubled the 



action taken at nigkt?** I liare also explained tkat in my report. I 
submit that there were reasonable grounds for the view taken by the 
local officers. They had had a serious disturbance the night before. 
There were serious inconveniences to passengers who were entitled to 
use the station at night. On that very night the passengers could only 
get to the trains by passing between lines of police. They had cholera 
springing up all roudd. They had the definite opinion of medical 
officers that it was necessary that the coolies should be removed from 
the station, and they feared the repetition on the 20th of the incidents 
of the 19th. It was on these grounds, Sir, that they decided, rather 
than to wait until the morning, to take action at once. Although I 
recognise that it is always possible to say afterwards that it would 
have been better to.«haye waited till the next day, yet I submit to the 
Council, that on the merits of the case, the other view was not an 
unreasonable one. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MUU.ICK: I rise to a point of order. 
The Hon’ble Member must not assume that Mr. De's view is a correct 
one. 

The PRESIDENT: As the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler knows most 
of the facts, he is right in assuming it. 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid I do not appre¬ 
ciate the relevancy of the interruption. I put it to the Council that 
so far as is practically possible at this stage and date, the facts of 
this incident have been fairly and frankly laid before the public, and 
in so far as the request for an inquiry is concerned, there is no ground 
for it. Further as regards the conduct of the officer concerned, I 
put it to the Council that it has been explained and reasons for it given. 
While it is too much to expect that, after what has happened in 
connection with this incident, opinion will be unanimous as to the 
action of the local officers, yet 1 submit that it has been straight- 
foiward, frank and reasonable, and based solely on their duty, as they 
saw it, of maintaining decent administration and order in the town 
of Chandpur. 


Mr, A. D. GORDON:! must oppose the resolutions which are 
before the House that a committee should he appointed to inquire into 
the recent unfortunate occurrence at the Chandpur railway station in 
connection with the tea garden labourers, who were induced to leave 
their employment by political agitators. 

We are indebted to the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler for the full 
report which has been published in the press on the circumstances con¬ 
nected with the affair, and in my opinion there is no reason or necessity 


to 8u1)fltantiate that. The Hon’ble Member has dealt very thoroughly 
with the ejectment of the coolies from the railway station and, on care¬ 
ful perusal, his report clearly shows that far from any violence, the 
minimum force was used in moving the coolies. Cholera had broken 
out among them, and it was absolutely necessary in their own interests 
that they should be removed from the railway station to more suitable 
accommodation, and considering how tlie coolies, who had walked many 
miles, were deceived by the non-co-operation agitators, having been 
told that steamers and trains would be waiting at Cbandpur to take 
them to tbeir homes, one can easily imagine bow reluctant they would 
be to leave the railway station, and wbat a difiBcult proposition was 
before the officials to effect their transfer. In the circumstances, I am 
of opinion that the officials and. the police worked with wonderful tact. 

Sir, if immediate steps are not taken to prevent political agitators 
interfering with labour, I am afraid there will be a repetition of the 
unfortunate events which occurred at Ohaudpur, and if the resolutions 
before the House are accepted, a very dangerous precedent will be 
created. As I have already stated, Tt is evident from Sir Henry Wheeler’s 
report that no violence was used at Chandpur, and it is obvious a com¬ 
mittee cannot be appointed to inquire into every instance where Gov¬ 
ernment or the police may have to take action in the public interest. 

If a resolution had been before the House to appoint a committee to 
inquire as to what steps can be taken to protect labour against political 
agitators, I am convinced it would have been welcomed by the Council, 
but a committee of inquiry, such as is now suggested, is neither neces¬ 
sary nor can it serve any useful purpose, and I therefore tiiist the 
resolutions will he rejected. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Many of my col¬ 
leagues have to-day pressed us that we should appoint a committee of 
inquiry. I do wish very much that I could support them. I am satis¬ 
fied neiUier with the official report nor with the non-official report. The 
main facts are however very clear. I shall speak of them shortly alter. 

In the meantime I must say that, however much I may desire to 
support my friends for an inquiry, having regard to the present state 
of things in my country I will not, I cannot, in any conscience put up 
with this state of turmoil and unrest for any length of time. This tur¬ 
moil aud strife continue ramjiant in all the countries of the world just 
now. India is no exception. The people of Ihis country have suffered 
a great deal from strikes, political agitation, depreciation of the rupee 
and high prices. I, for my part, shall be no party to the continuance 
of this spirit of unrest that is upon the face of the land. I know ve^ 
well that the political agitation of Mahatma Gandhi and other 


their policy of j^assive resistaacoy or with their doctorine of charhii aa' 
the best means of attaining salvation. There is a very strenuous fight 
before us. The first is the industrial fight: we have to compete with 
the European Industrialists in their own methods. We must appre¬ 
ciate the fact that we are unable to defend ourselves against invaders, 
that there is a .section of a community amongst o'lrselves who would 
liirft very much to impose their rule and religion upon us, I shall never 
for a moment agree that this spirit of unrest and continuous strife and 
irritation should remain in the land. I desire to work in peace for the 
salvation of my country, and we require peace to work it out, and we 
i$hall work it out in Pcup Britannica. 

This committee of inquiry will last, if appointed, for at least six 
months. It is possible that the non>co>operators, as at Amritsar, will 
refuse to give any evidence before it. It is possible they will appoint 
a committee of their own consisting of leading Congiessnien from all 
parts of the country to visit Chandpur and receive evidence. This will 
lead to a state of great agitation and unrest. It is w*ell known to every 
one of us that these strikes have been the cause of acute suffering on 
the part of the people of Bengal and we do not wish them to suffer any 
more. Our sufferings have been too great already. But saying all 
these I cannot ignore the fact that there has been great unwisdom dis< 
])layed by the Government in dealing with the coolies. On what ground 
can it be justified that the coolies had been turned out—^meu, women, 
children and sick persons—of the shelter afforded them at night in 
the station yard into the roadside fields by Gurkhas with kicks and 
cuffs? Whatever Sir Henry Wheeler may say, the public will never 
for a moment believe that no violence was used. He says that the 
word ** inhuman ** should not be used, and I put it to everybody 
here—Europeans as well as Indians—^to say whether it was at all human 
to act as the authorities did. Could they not wait for six hours more 
and let the sun rise and then do what they intended to do? It was 
again the most unwise of acts not to transport the coolies at Govern¬ 
ment expense—at the country’s expense. We would have sanctioned 
the expense without demur. That would have prevented the coolies 
from dying of cholera by scores, and cholera would not have spread in 
the neighbourhood. The Government allowed the agitation to gather 
in volume and let the fire spread and become a conflagration. It was 
the most unwise of acts. They should have at once transported the 
coolies to Asansol and, like the stolen knave of our cardplay, let it go 
to the Bihar Government, but, instead of that, they kept them there 
and let them die like so many rats and fleas. It was certainly a very 
inhuman act. I understand a lesson had to be taught to tiie coolies 
and the non-co-operators. It is very easy to teach lessons to the weak. 

I Iknow how lessons are taught to poor deluded boys who are arrested 


1 have given my reasons why I cannot support the lesolutious about 
the appointment of a committee and why 1 think it better to accept and 
support the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

It is in our power, to be sure, to pass a vote of censure upon the 
Government and to make it impossible—certainly it is in our power— 
but we want peace and do not like to have any more Quarrelling with 
the Government. So I shall be content only with supporting the resolu¬ 
tion of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR • I move that the question be now («ut. 

The PRESIDENTS There are such a large number of speakers that 
1 do not think that I should put the question at this stage. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERdlS I beg to ask a question. Is it possi¬ 
ble to have an official copy of Sir Henry Wheeler’s statement made this 
afternoon? Some of us wish to speak on his report, and we wish to 
take the statement and the supplementary report which has been placed 
before the House. 

ThO PRESIDENT! I am afraid it may not be possible to do so. 

Adjournnlent. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m;. on Konduy, the 11th July, 
1921. 



Prooaedingt of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Trb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Tottu Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 11th July, 1921, at 3 f.U, 


Present: 

ff- 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and 108 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath of allegianoe. 

Mr. G. F. B£ao£L made an oath of his allegiance to the Crown. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Alleged breaeh of trust by the trustee to the estate of late Babu Shyama 
Charan Barfcar, of Mamjuani, in Nadia, 

*XLVII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hoii’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
any reference has been made to Government by the Collector of Nadia 
recommending action under section 93 of the Civil Procedure Code regard¬ 
ing the breach of a “ Public Trust by the trustees created by the will 
of the late Babu Shyama Charan Sarkar, of Mamjuani, in the district of 
Nadia P 

(b) If so, what action are the Government taking in the matter? 

(c) If the Government are not taking any action, will they be 
pleased to state the reasons for not doing so P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hotl'ble Mfi P, C, Mitter): (u) The answer is in the affirmative, except 
that the trust was created by the will of the late Babu Dina Nath Sarkar 
and not Shyama Charan Sarkar. 

J^b) and (c) Government have decided that the collector can institute 


Communal ropresontatives on the Galoutta Municipality. 


.*XLV1II. Mr, 8YED ERFAN ALl! (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self*Goyemment be 
pleased to state— 

(t) what is the population within the Calcutta municipal area; 

(it) the number of Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians within the 
said area, and their respective proportion to the whole 
population; 

(tit) the total number of employees (excluding menials) serving in 
the permanent staff of the Calcutta Municipality, stating 
their appointments, ];)eriod of services, salaries and their 
sects; 

(iy) the number of menials employed permanently, stating the date 
of their appointments, x>erind of services, salaries and their 
sects; 

(* 1 ;) the amount of money spent annually in payment of wages of 
the Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians, and their propor¬ 
tion to each other; and 

{vi) the total number of Commisaibners of the Calcutta Municipality 
showing the number of Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians, 
elected and nominated. 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation had any hand in the recent selec¬ 
tion of nominated Commissioners? 

(c) If not, on whose recommendations were the nominations made? 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i) The 

census figui'es are:—1911—861,501; 1921—881,402. 

(ii) The figures are:—1911—Hindus: 594,471 or 69 per cent.; 
Muhammadans: 220,647 or 25 per cent.; Christians: 36,510 or 4 per cent.; 
1921—^Figures are not yet available. 

(m) A copy* of the annual list of officers, and establishment of the 
Corporation is laid on the library table. Information as to the religious 
sects of the employees is not available and Government do not propose 
to call for it. 


(tv) and (v) The information is not available and could not be fur¬ 
nished without undue labour and expenditure. 


(m) The total is 50.' 

OO O Tavts * 


The details are as follows:—Elected; 25 vi#., 





Calcutta Trades Association, 4 (all Christians); Port Commissioners, 2 
(1 Hindu and 1 Christian); Government, 15 (5 Hindus, 3 Muhammadans, 
6 Chirstians and 1 Parsee). 

(5) The answer is in the nef^tive. 

(c) nominations were not called for. 


Cotton growing in Bengal. 

• XLIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that Buri-Kapas (a kind of cotton found in the Santhal 
Pargauas) is capable of improvement, the experiment of which was 
started by Mr. Oldham, when he was Director of Agricultiu'e, but sub¬ 
sequently the project fell through on account of his transfer? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to chemi¬ 
cally test the soil of the districts of Bengal to ascertain its 
suitability for the growing of cotton; and 

(ii) whether the Government are ready to provide facilities for the 
growing of cotton? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Ghaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) S (a) The member is referred to page 6 of the Agricul¬ 
tural Department bulletin No. 1 of 1921 on cotton, a copy of which is 
laid on the libiary table. 

(h) (t) Soils from different parts of Bengal are being analysed in the 
ordinary course of routine. The chemical constituents of the soil have 
comparatively little influence on the growth of cotton, and the climate 
and physical texture of the soil are far more important factors. 

(ii) Instructions have been issued to agricultural officers to advise 
intending growers to cultivate cotton as single bushes or hedges on 
raised lands close to their houses. Cotton-seeds have been supplied 
where wanted. 


Expenditure on the Department of Induetrios. 

•L. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
tbo Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Induftries 


TIM Hoi^ble tha NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI. Khan 

Bahadurs A statement of the expenses for the year 1920>21 is given 
below:— 


Kontbi. 


BakrlM. 


BrtAbliibiiWDt. 

AUomuteai. 

CootingfioolM. 



f -- 

Rs. 

A. 

r. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs, 

A. 

P. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

1920. 














April 

••• 

2,500 

0 

0 

2,110 

7 

1 

763 

4 

6 

192 

10 

9 

May 

• •a 

2,600 

0 

0 

3,088 

16 

7 

547 

13 

5 

3,896 

0 

5 

Jnne 

••s 

2,500 

0 

0- 

2,120 

6 

n 

284 

7 

11 

3,989 

13 

9 

July 

•s# 

2,500 

0 

0 

3,977 

15 

10 

634 

4 

5 

6,302 

3 

3 

August 

tea 

4,001 

15 

8 

3.023 

■5 

5 

489 

4 

0 

5.301 

0 

6 

September 


4,000 

0 

0 

4,281 

3 

2 

581 

13 

4 

3,935 

7 

7 

October 

• •• 

4,000 

0 

0 

3,981 

5 

4 

577 

15 

10 

5,667 

1 

5 

November 

tee 

5,060 

0 

0 

6,988, 

7 

1 

859 

7 

3 

4,486 

14 

10 

December 

eee 

5,490 

0 

0 

6,926 

15 

8 

499 

7 

5 

8,083 

0 

7 

1921. 









• 





January 

aee 

7,530 

0 

0 

9,165 

6 

4 

1,443 

12 

2 

26,466 

8 

11 

February . 

tea 

7,360 

0 

0 

9,780 

7 

11 

2,184 

14 

1 

16,629 

1 

0 

March 


8,069 

6 

7 

' 10,385 

9 

10 

2,647 

11 

8 

63,634 

9 

4 


Partition schemes and expenditure thereon. 

• LI. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state— 
(«) the probable expenditure that will have to be incurred in effect¬ 
ing the. completion of the scheme of partition; 

(n) the amount of money that has hitherto been spent in this con¬ 
nection; and 

(tti) the actual progress of work that has been made? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the adminis¬ 
trative reasons that led Government to the adoption of the scheme of 
partition f 





works in connection with the partition^ of the Midnapore district is 
Bs. 27,11,826. This is for the complete equipment of the district; it 
will be possible to start the district without the completion of all these 
works. 

(tt) The amount of money actually paid out by the 15th of March 
last was in round figures Bs. 8,26,000 and bills for work done amount* 
ing to Bs. 1,47,000 were due. The amount spent was, therefore, 
Bs. 9,73,000. Further, the work being in progress contracts for large 
sums 81*6 in force, the cost of terminating which would amount to 
several lakhs of rupees. , 

(m) The buildings at Jhargram will be ready shortly. Most of the 
principal buildings at Hijli are expected to be completed by the middle 
of next November. 

(h) The reasons are stated in the published Government resolutions 
No. 6072 P. of the 7tli July, 1913, and No. 1165 P. of the 26th Janu¬ 
ary, 1916. 


Unstar red questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

I 

Pirojpur Municipality and its inoonM and expenditure. 

213. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMEDS (a) Will the Hou’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of local Self-Governnumt be 
pleased to state— 

(i) whether there is or are any village or villages, besides the head¬ 
quarters, under the Pirojpur Municijiality in the district of 
Bakarganj; 

(ri) if so, what is the population of each such village, and how much 
does the municipality receive from them os tax; 

(m) how much does the municipality receive fiom the head¬ 
quarters; and 

(iv) what benefits have the villagers outside headquarters received 
from the municipality during the last ten years ? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state separately 
the total income of the said municipality from the headquarters, and 
from the villages, and the expenditure for the headquarters and for the 
villages, during the last ten years, giving a brief list of income and 
expendituie for every year? 

TIM HoiPble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANmEA: (a) (t) Yes; 
these are 24 villages. 


(tv) The municipality incurs on the average an annual expend!* 
ture of Rs. 3,600 on the following heads, the l)enefit of which is enjoyed 
equally hy the town and the village population:— 

(1) Establishment and printing. Provident Fund contribution, 

etc.—^Rs. 1,941. 

(2) Charitable dispensary and vaccination—Rs. 1,234. 

(3) Veterinary, Education, Contribution to Pasteur Institute, 

etc.—^Rs. 425. 

An annual expenditure of Rs. 1,473, on the average, is incurred by 
the municipality in the maintenance of 80 light posts, twenty of which 
are in the village area. There are 12 municipal roads in the village 
area which are maintained by Jhe municipality at a cost of Rs. 375 per 
annum. During the last ten years three reserved tanks were excavated 
in the village area out of the municipal fund and they are being main¬ 
tained by the municipality. 

An indirect benetit which the villages derive from being inchided 
within the municiimlity is the exemption from road and public work 
c'^sses and from the chaukidari tax. 

(6) A statement (No. II) is laid on the table. Separate figures for 
expenditure for tbe headquarters and the villages are not available. 

Staienieni I referred io in the reply to unatarred guestwn Vo. SIS (it). 

Statement showing the population of villages comprised in the Perojpur Municipality 

ard the average annuni income derived from them from taxation for the last ten 

years. 


Momber. 

Name of Tilkge. 


Popolfttloil. 

Avermgo incMU from 
tax. 






Rs. 

1 

Perojpur 

• ee 

• ee 

681 

165 

'2 

Maaiinpur 

s ae 

eee 

.557 

168 

3 

Kriahnagore ... 

••• 

♦•a 

513 

152 

4 

Khamiuta ... 

• e« 


97 

31 

6 

Shtkarpur 

••• 

• ■e 

728 

246 

6 

Rajganj Hat... 

eee 

• •a 

241 

165 

7 

Khumaria ... 

aae 

aaa 

326 

67“ 

8 

Satrajitpur ... 

*ae 

• *a 

13 

3 

9 

Muktarkati ... 

••• 

• •a 

253 

73 

10 

Jhatokati 

eea 

aea 

987 

311 

U 

Alamkati 

• •• 

aaa 

592 

148 

12 

Urahmankati 


eae 

692 

144 

13 

Banbarl ... 

#»• 

99 $ 

411 

96 

14 

Rairkati 

• ea 

sea 

776 

507 ^ 

15 

Raichoch 

••• 

999 

199 

146 • 





rnmber. 

Nftine of village. 


FepaUtlOD. 

Avmge tMoae fron 
tes. 





Bs. 

17 

Odhankati ... ... 

• ae 

882 

208 

18 

Kuiriarkhult ... 

e*a 

609 

162 

19 

Chhota Khaliahakhali ... 


176 

43 

20 

Uara Khalisha Khali 

• •• 

495 

143 

21 

Narukhali ... 


692 

169 

22 

Lakhakati ... 

• •a 

532 

142 

23 

Char Lakhakati 

• •• 

224 

37 

24 

Dularhat ... 

• aa 

236 

96 

• 


Total 

• ae 

n,S50 

3,620 


Statement II referred to in the re^dy to unetarred question No, 218 (h). 


Statement showing the income from tlio headquarters and the villagee included in the 
Porojpur Municipality for the last ten years. 


Year. 

INCOXIC PROM TBR Ba.tn«)t'anT8KS. 

Income from 
villages from 
taxation only. 

Total income 
of the 

mnnivipality. 

Income from 
taxation. 

Other mlacella- 
neous receipts. 

Total 


Rb. a. r. 

as. A. p. 

Ba. A. p. 

Bs. A. P. 

Bs. A.. P. 

1911-13 ... 

4,0B7 3 6 

2,082 6 0 

6,119 9 6 

3,271 7 8 

9,891 0 9 

1912-13 

4,209 7 0 

5,137 7 1 

9r^46 14 1 

8,417 8 8 

12,764 1 7 

1918-H ... 

4,333 2 3 

3,610 18 9 

7,944 0 0 

8,848 2 0 

11,292 2 0 

1914-16 ... 

4,840 8 6 

2,419 12 9 

6,760 6 6 

8,329 11 6 

19,090 0 9 

1916-lC ... 

4,429 12 6 

4.798 3 6 

9,228 0 0 

8,810 10 8 

18,088 10 8 

1916-17 ... 

6,172 1 8 

2,519 12 6 

7,691 13 9 

3,246 4 8 

10,987 2 0 

1917-18 ... 

4,366 16 3 

2,799 10 10 

7,166 10 1 

3,636 8 6 

10^791 18 7 

1918-19 ... 

4,693 2 9 

3,606 7,9 

6,099 10 0 

8,682 7 0 

11,782 1 0 

1919-30 ... 

4,567 15 8 

3,193 13 9 

7,761 13 0 

8,684 6 9 

11,816 2 9 

1920-21 ... 

4,838 3 3 

2,869 16 6 

7,698 1 8 

8,649 10 6 1 

31,247 12 2 


Hill Journey of Mr. K. MeLeani officiating fibre expert. 


214. BabirBHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) WiU the Hon^le 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
he pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. E. McLean, the officia- 










(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
of days Mr. McLean has been in the hills during the last two months? 

. (c) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state the nature 
and urgency of the work that is being done by him in the hills in 
preference to the jute work in the plains? 

The Hoifble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (u) Yes. 

(6) Thirty days. 

(c) The officers of the Indian Agricultural Service holding appoint¬ 
ments in Bengal are allowed a recess in the hills for a month in each 
year, provided that they defray their own travelling expenses and that 
no expenditure of any kind is imposed on Government. Mr. McLean 
carried on his ordinary work from the hills, and the rest of his work was 
in charge of his staff at Dacca. Tie was given permission to enjoy this 
recess as he was in indifferent health at the time. 

Supply of kataktara “ aus ” paddy seeds of Chinsura Farm through 

Messrs, Sutton A Sons. 

215. BM)U BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Wm the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to stale whether it is a fad that the Deputy Director of Agri- 
cultxire, Western Circle, sold the kataktara ans paddy seeds produced 
in the Chinsura Farm to Messrs. Sutton & Sons at lls. 4-8 i)er roaund, 
and that these seeds were supplied at his instance by Messrs. Sutton & 
Sons to private parties, who paid for the same seeds at 11s. 6 per inauiid ? 

(6) If BO, what was the idea underlying this roundabout transaction? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) This ijuestion does not arise. 

District boards expenditure on tanks. 

216, Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: Will 
the Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to make a statement showing;— 

(a) the new tanks excavated; 

(&) old tanks re-excavated; and 
(c) the amount spent thereon 

by the.different district boards in the presidency in 1920-21? • 


statement of tanka excavated and re^excavated and the amount spent hy 
district hoards during the year 1920-21^ referred to in the reply to 
unstarred question No, 216, 
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Decrease of population in Murshidabad district. 

^217. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ; (a) Will the Bou’hle the Hmis- 
ter in charge of the Deportment of I^ocal Self-Government be pleased 
to state the total decrease, as well as the decrease per thousand within 



















(h) Has the Hon’ble the Hinister asoeriamed the causes of this 
decrease? 

(e) Has the Hon*hle the Minister been informed that the following 
causes, among others, are responsible for the reduction on the popula¬ 
tion of the district, viz.:— 

(t) the extreme poverty of the tenantry; 

(it) the silting up of the Bhagirathi, the Bhairab and the Jellangi; 

(ut) the heavy rate of interest charged by the vuihajnnt, which 
impoverishes the tenantry; 

(tv) the realization of abwahs by some of the landlords; 

(v) the heavy costs of litigation; and 

(vi) the want of pure drinking water and the presence of filthy 
tanks and of jungles ? 

Ttie Honnile Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Accord¬ 
ing to the recent census figures the population has decreased from 
1,372,274 to 1,24*4,207, or by 93 per thousand. 

(h) and (c) The causes of the decline will be dealt with by the 
Census Superintendent in his Census Keport, and 1 am not in a position 
to anticipate his conclusions. 


Monthly return of oasee disposed of and adverse renutfks thereon. 

218. Mauivi FAZLAL KARHH: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say whether the Gov¬ 
ernment are considering the desirability, in consultation with the High 
Court, of abrogating the rule which requires the submission of statisti¬ 
cal returns by Subordinate Judges and Munsifs to District Judges at 
the end of each month ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
adverse remarks regarding the quantity of work done by a Munsif or 
a Subordinate Judge passed by the District Judge on the quarterly 
returns which are submitted to the High Court are communicated to the 
officer concerned ? 

MEMBER in elwrgu of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Ho»*ble 

Sir AlNl*ur«R8lliin)l (a) No such proposal is under consideration. 

(6) Adverse remarks such as are referred to in the question are 
communicated, when considered necessary, by the District Judges 
themselves to the officers concerned; when evplanations are required 


Httnbv of eases disposed of forming a erifterioii of ability. 


219. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM I (a) Will the Hon’Ue the Hemher 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to say whether it 
is a fact that the number of cases which a Munsif or a subordinate judge 
can dispose of, quite irrespective of quality, is taken as the criterion of 
his ability at the time of promoting him to a listed post? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability, in con¬ 
sultation with the High Court, of abrogating any such rule? 

(c) la the Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact that the tendency 
of disposing of cases quickly causes constant friction and unpleasant¬ 
ness between the Bench and the Bar in the mufassal ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoil*ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (6) The quality of an officer’s 
work is the main consideration. As between officers doing work of 
equal merit, consistent and unexplained deficiency in quality is an ele¬ 
ment necessarily taken into account. 

(c) The question is too general to permit of reply. 


Members of the Calcutta Corporation and safeguard of the unrepresented 

interest 

220. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Locak Self-Government be pleased to 
state the number of elected and nominated members of the Calcutta 
Corporation from different communities during the last three terms of 
office and in the present term ? 

(b) Has the principle of safeguarding the interests of communities 
not adequately represented by election in local self-governing bodies 
been observed in the case of the present nomination? If not, why not? 

The Hon’bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state¬ 
ment is laid on the table. 

{h) Appointments by Government to the Calcutta Corporation have 
not hitherto been made according to definite principles such as are 
observed in the case of appointments to mufassal municipalities* I 
Xiropose to rectify this state of things. It is proposed to make provision^ 
in the Calcutta Municipal Bill, which I hope to introduce this year, for 
'' the reservation of a fixed number of seats for the Muhammadans in 
acdbrdance with these principles. It may be pointed out in this con- 


Statem$nt of oloetod and nominated Cfommi»iioner$f Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, fi'om different eommunitiee from 1912^ referred to in the 
reply to unetarred queetion No, 220. 
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Charges on polioe court buildings in Calcutta. 

221. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; WiU the Hou’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing year by year— 

(t) recurring; and 
(it) non-recurring charges, 

incurred in the Calcutta police courts, between 191*1 and 1920— 

(1) in the shape of additions, and alterations, repairs, electric fit¬ 

tings, telephonic installations, sanitary plumbing works, in 
the Jorabagan, Kyd Street, Bankshall Street and juTenile 
courts buildings in Calcutta; 

(2) in the shape of furniture and equipment of these courts; and 
(J) any other item? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: A statement as regards the 
jurenile court is laid on the table. For the statement in respect of the 
other police courts, the member is referred to the answer to his unstarred 
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Tannin manufacture. 

222. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) WiU 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of AgricxUture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether an expert was deputed to inves¬ 
tigate and experiment on tannin-producing barks and report on the feas¬ 
ibility or otherwise of manufacturing tannin from forest products on 
commercial lines? 

(6) If so, will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state, whether 
the expert has completed his labours and what has been the final result 
of his iuTestigatiou and experiment? 

(c) Is any systematic investigation going on at present to make 
proper use of forest product in Bengal ? 

(d) Are medicinal plants obtainable in Bengal forests comprised in 
the programme of investigation and experiment? 

The Hofi’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Mr. J. A. Pilgrim, Tannin Expert to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, was placed on deputation under the Government of Bengal 
for the purpose of investigating the possibilities of the manufacture of 
tannin extracts from the mangroves in the Sunderbans. 

(h) Mr. Pilgrim has concluded his investigations, the result of 
which have been embodied in bis report, a copy* of which is placed 
on the library table. Further investigation in the matter is being 
carried on by the research chemist, Calcutta research tannery. 

(c) No. 

• (d) No. 




Demonstration farms. 


223. Roi MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) Will ilie 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the policy or principle on which divisional, 
district and mufassal (rural) agricultural demonstration farms are opened 
and worked ? 

(6) Is there a scheme before the Government for opening a divisional 
agricultural demonstration farm for the Presidency Division? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a proposal for opening a district demon* 
stration farm at Baraset at considerable cost? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that Baraset, is a particularly 
unhealthy place and is consi^red as unsuitable for the purpose ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the question of open* 
ing a divisional demonstration farm for the Presidency Division in a 
suitable, central, and healthy locality within the division which will 
have both the purpose of a divisional as w'ell as of a district faim? 

The Hon'Uethe Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Under the present scheme each division will be 
eventually provided wiih a central experimental station and each district 
in the division will ultimately have its own demonstration and seed 
farms, which will be used to test, under the conditions of that parti¬ 
cular district, the results of the experiments which have been success¬ 
fully carried out at the central experimental farm. The district farms 
will constitute a centre, on which the whole agricultural improvement 
of the district will be based. It will serve as a training centre and as 
a dep5t for the supply of improved seeds, manures, etc. Steps will also 
be taken to establish private farms through the agencies of khoi mahal 
estates, Court of Wards, zamindars, village union committees and 
agricultural associations for the propagation of pure seed and other 
demonstration work. 

(b) The matter is being considered, but is in abeyance for lack of 
funds. 

(c) Yes, but the proposal has not yet been finally accepted. 

(d) Although Baraset is malarious, the site has been selected with 
the approval of a site committee, consisting of the Collector, Vice- 
Chairman, District Board, Executive Engineer and Civil Surgeon. 

(e) The matter is still under consideration, and a search for a suit¬ 
able situation is being made. 

Bugar from palm treat. 

224. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Kon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 


(b) Are tiie Qoyenuuent considering tbe desirability of training Uie 
people, through experts, to utilize such trees for the manufacture of 
sugar? 

The Hoii>ble the NawiOi 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI. 
Khan Bahadur; (a) Yes. 

(6) The member is referred to the reply to starred question 
No. XXXIY asked by Bai Lalit klohan Singh Hoy Bahadur at this 
Council meeting. 


Water^aiipply in Calcutta. 

225. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) WiU the Hon*bU 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to say what is the total amount of expense incurred by the 
Corporation of Calcutta in procuring the meters for measuring water and 
the total number of such meters, and what is the annual expense foi 
repairing or replacing the meters, if any? 

(6) What is the annual expense for the maintenance of the staff foi' 
the purpose of iixing, cleaning and reading the meters in Calcutta? 

(c) What is the annual expense for the maintenance of the staff in 
the department of water works of the Ooiporation of Calcutta, except 
the staff employed at the Tala pumping station at Falta and at the 
workshop at Entally ? 

(d) What is the annual income derived from the rate-payers hj' the 
excess water-supply from the reading of meters ? 

(e) What is the estimated percentage of loss of nltered water due to 
leakage in pipes ? 

(/) Who is responsible for this loss ? 

{g) Whqt steps are taken to put a stop to this loss? 

{h) What should be the pressure of filtered water-supply which the 
Corporation of Calcutta is bound to keep and the time during which 
the supply is to he kept open under the Act ? 

(i) What is the normal pressure and what is the time duiing which 
the supply is kept open now ? 

(i) What is the cause of the scanty supply of unfiltered water for 
the last few weeks ? 

(i^) If it is due to any defect, why was the defect not remedied before¬ 
hand P 

(/) What steps are being taken against the officers in charge of this 
Department for this apparent neglect of duty ? 

The Hon>ble 8ir SURENORA NATH 8ANERJEA; (a) The total 
number of meters at present owned by the Corporation is 4,086. The 
cost of these meters is not recorded in any readily availaiide form and 


(b) Bs. 8,868. 

(c) Bs. 3;4T.210. 

(d) The average annual income for the last three yi'ars is Bs. 12,948. 

(e) About 2*6 per cent. 

(/) Such loss is unavoidable in any distribution system. 

(p) The loss by leakage is kept down as far as possible by regular 
inspection. Calcutta is •divided into 262 waste water districts, in all 
of which the work of checking waste is carried on. 

(h) The Calcutta Municipal Act provides that a continuous supply 
should be maintained and the minimum pressure is fixed at 40 feet. 

(i) The average pressure of filtered water is 33*6 feet in the morning 
and 31*3 feet in the afternoon. The pressure is maintained from 6 a.m. 
to 10 A.M., and from 3 f.ic. to 6 p.m., but the afternoon supply has 
recently been extended to 7 p.u. 

(;) The engines at both the unfiltered water pumping stations are 
old, and partial, breakdowns are not infrequent. On the 15th June three 
engines out of four at Mullick’s Ghat pumping station broke down at 
the same time. 

(Jk) The defects cannot be remedied before they become apparent. 

(1) It is not admitted that there has been neglect of duty on the 
part of the offices of the Department. 


MuhgimiHKlan oomimssioners and voters In Calcutta 

municipal wards. 

226. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(t) the number of wards into which the Calcutta Muticipality is 
divided; 

(ti) the number of Muhammadan votes in each ward of the Muni¬ 
cipality, and the number and denomination of votes in each 
ward of the Municipality; 

(tit) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
commissioners in the Municipality during the last ten years; 

(iv) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
commissioners of the Municipality this yearP 

(6) What is the reason for the nomination of only three municipal 
commissioners on the present occasion P 

The HonPbIc Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEAs (a) (i) Twenty- 
five. . 

(it) A statement is laid on the table showing for each ward the total 
number of -voters and of votes and the unmber of Muhammadan voters. 



distribntioii of Huhammadiin votes by wards, and also of the nitmbei 
of votes and voters belonging to each religious community in each ward 
are not available. 

(ut) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) No Muhammadans stood for election: three were appointed by 
Government. 

(&) The member is referred to the reply given to clause (6) 
unsiorred question No. 220 by Haulvi Fazlal Karim. 


Statsment showing for each ward of the CaletUla Municipality the 
number of voles and voters and the number of Mul^ammadan voters 
referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 226 (it), 
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StaUment thowing numher of olected and nominated Muhammadan 
' Vommiteionere of the Calcutta Municipality for the years 1911-12 to 
1020-21t referred to tn the reply to tinstarred question No. 226 (iti)* 
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1 

4 


Appointment of Muhommadane in Government service. 

227. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: (a) WiU the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
th& table all circulars issued by the departments regarding the increased 
appointments of Muhammadans in Government departments in all posts, 
ministerial as well as executive? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the names of 
departments which have not issued such circulars ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of extending the oiders 
regarding such circulars to departments which have not iasued such 
circulars ? ' 

Tha Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) Copies of Government 
letters No. 33S6 A.* of the 28th April, 1914, and No. 6159 A.* of the 
30th September, 1918, are laid on the library table. These refer to 
ministerial appointments only. No circulars of this nature have 
issued regarding executive services. 

(6) and (c) Circulars of the above nature are issued, xmder orders 
of Government, by the Appointment Department, to all the departments 
concerned. Circulars issued by departments have been confined to 
detailed orders to secure that the policy laid down by Government in 
the circulars laid on the library, table, is given effect to. 

Working of hand-looint ond tlwir products. 

228. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hon*ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to stat^- 

(t) the total number of hand-looms working in Bengal, the number 
of workers employed, and the estimated annual yields of 
looms ten years ago, five years ago, and now; 




(u) what steps Have been taken during the last ten 3 -eaTB, apart from 
the establishment oi the Serampore Weaving Institute, ioi 
the development of the hand-loom industry, or that ore now in 
contemplation; 

(tit) whether any facilities exist for the supply of yams to weavers 
and for the sale of the products of the hand-looms, and what 
are the'facilities in the different districts of Bengal; and 
{iv) whether it is a fact that two sale depots have been established 
in Bankura; if so, with what result P 

The Hon'bla the Nawab SaIyID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (i) No information is available, e^ccept that in the 
census of 1911 the total number of persons employed oh cotton spinning, 
sizing and weaving and their dependants in Bengal was returned at 
459,000. 

4 («) A weaving expert was attached to the Agricultural Department, 

whose duties were to tour in the weaving centres in the province to 
demonstrate and supply improved apparatus and to instruct the people 
in improved methods of weaving. The expert is now working under the 
Director of Industries. A system of peripatetic demonstrators (of 
whom the number at {absent is eight) for the instimction of weavers in 
outlying centres in the use of fly-shuttle looms in villages, and of 
advances to ex-students of the Weaving Institute at Serampore for start¬ 
ing weaving on improved lines, has been in operation for some time 
past. 

During the war an impetus was given to the hand-loom industry in 
Bengal. At the instance of the Provincial Agricultural Association 
arrangements were made for the supply of model cKarltat in area in 
which there was difficulty about the manufacture of charkat. Arrange¬ 
ments were also made for the manufacture and supply in large quan¬ 
tities of dosuti for the Munitions Board from the hand-looms in Bengal. 
Mr. Hoogewerf, Principal, Serampore Weaving Institute, was placed on 
special duty to help the Director of Industries in organising the hand- 
loom industry. 

Much attention has also been given in the past to the organisation 
of co-operative societies among weavers, notable amongst which are the 
societies in Bankura which are affiliated to the Bankura District Co¬ 
operative Industrial Union, Limited. The iot^ number of weavers* 
societies in the province on the 30th June, 1920, was 113, against 101 
on the same date in 1919. The question of the development .the 
weaving industry in Bengal is already engaging tho attention of the 
Industries and Co-operative Departments. The former Department has 
designed an improved form of charha, which is now in the market. . 


products, notable ^ongst which is the Bankura District Oo-operatiTe 
Industrial Dnion, Limited, there is no special crrganisation for the 
purpose/ 

(tv) Yes. They are reported to he working satisfactorily. 


Heads of departments and other officers going up to the hillSt 

a 

229. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
how many heads of departments and other departmental officers went 
to Darjeeling, Kurseong and Kalimpong, or any other hill places during 
the current summer session and the number of days spent by each in the 
hills? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member also be pleased to state the number 
of days on which each of these officers were on tonr in the hills last 
year for the conesponding period ? 

The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (6) A siatement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement shelving the Officers who mnt to the hills between the Ist 
April and the SOth June in the years 1920 and 1921 and the 
duration of their stay there^ referred to in the reply to unstarred 
question No, 229, 


U 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
6 . 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 


U. 

IS. 

IS. 


DssiGiriTioir or OrriosB. 


Chief Secretary, Gh)vernmont of Bengal ... 
Undersecretary to OoTemment, Political 
Department fSS »•# 

Member, Board of Bevenoe see 

Secretaiy, ^tto •oe ••• 

Secretary, Local Self-GoTornineut Depart¬ 
ment ••• ••• ••• 

Deputy Secretary, Bducaiinn Department 
Secretary, Fioancial Department ... 

Undw-Secretary, Financial Department ... 
Secretary, Rerenne Department ... 

Secretary, Agriculture and Induetries Depart¬ 
ment 




Secretary, Judicial Department ... 

Secretary, Public Works Department ... 

Secretary, Public Works (Irrigation) Depart- 
meut ... ... ... 


Knmber (rf ditjra 
•pent in t><« 
liilta la IMi 
between the 
let April 
tod the SOth 
Jane. 

26 

38 

34 

Nil 

60 

47 

44 
37 

. 29 

45 

Nil 

56 

6 


Number of dejrs 
^Mint In the 
bllh in ]»S0 
between the 
let April 
and the SOth 
Jnne. 

71 

63 

49 

49 

73 

64* 

71 

28 

76 

The post did 
npt exist. 
8 
71 

66 • 








Kumbar el Se^i 
■paedatbe 

Wm la ini 
betmestbe 

1 m April 
and the SOth 
Jane. 

Namber of daje 
■pent in the 

VSIIm da> IftBA 


DBiioNATioir or orricBR. 


nijlf to 188P 
betweeatbe 
1 * April 
aedthelOtli 
Jaoe. 

u. 

Hepnty Secretary, Pablio Works Department 

NU 

68 

16. 

Under-Seoretary, ditto 


Nil 

25 

16. 

Secretary, Legislative Dopartme'ut 

• •• 

Nil 

62 

17. 

Asaiftaat Secretary, Legislative Department 

Nil 

86 

18. 

Inspector'^eneral of Police, Bengal 


32 

20 ' 

19. 

Aeeistant Inspeotor-Qenerat of Police 


32 

66 - 

20. 

lospeotor-QeDeral of Registration, Bengal ... 

1 

Nil 

21. 

Surgeon-General, Bengal ... 

• •a 

43 

68 

22. 

Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal 

• s« 

60 

72 . 

23. 

Director of Surveys 

••• 

Nil 

12 

24. 

Giiief Engineer, Public Health Department 

17 

15 

25. 

Director of Land Records ... 


40 

71 

26. 

Assistant Director of Public Instruction 


13 

Nil 

27. 

Assistant Director of Public Instruction for 
Muhammadan Education ... ... 

12 

71 

28. 

Director of Public Health ... 

m sv 

1 

5 

29. 

Director uf Agriculture ... 


25 

5 

30. 

Excise Commissioner, Bengal ... 


U 

69 

31. 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies 

sea 

64 

36, 

32. 

Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies 

«•» 

19 

NU 


Inquiry into incidents of recapture of escaped convicts 

from Rajshahi Jail. 

230. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Eajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
who conducted the inquiry into Fart II, namely, the recapture of 
escaped convicts from Eajshahi Jail, as published in Government 
resolution No. 1246 PI., dated the 17th May, 1921P 

(h) Is it a fact that no non>o£Bcial gentleman was associated in this 
part of the inquiry? 

(c) Were any witnesses examined in the course of this pari of the 
inquiry; if so, what is the number of witnesses—officials, non-officials 
and prisoners P 

(d) Was any local inquiry made at Mohanganj by any official be¬ 
sides the district authorities? 




(6) Yefl. 

(c) BougUy thirty official witneRses (including warden and con¬ 
stables), ten non-official witnesses, and seventy-fiye prisonen were exa¬ 
mined in the course of the inquiry into the recapture of the prisoners who 
escaped fi'om the Bajshahi Jail. These statements were recorded partly 
by the Commissioner, partly by the District Magistrate and partly by 
certain police officers and certain deputy magistrates. 

(d) No. Formal inquiries on the spot were made by the Deputy 
Superintendent of Police and by the District Magistrate. 

Eacapod prisoners of Rajshahi Jail passing through Kharkharia 

and MohanganJ. 

231. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYs (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the main body of prisoners which passed 
through Mohanganj on the 24th March, 1921, was the same that was 
previously encountered near Kharkharia by Messrs. Graham and 
MacDowelPs party? 

(6) Is it a fact that the body of prisoners encountered near Khar¬ 
kharia by Messrs. Graham and MacDowelPs party, did not possess any 
firearms and that none were used by the prisoners when fired upon by 
the pursuers? 

The Hon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: {a) The pursuing party 
lost touch with the main body of the convicts after the incident at Khar¬ 
kharia, and it is not possible to say fur certain whether they were the 
same as the convicts who were reported to be at Mohanganj. 

(&) No firearms were used by the convicts who were encountered at 
Kharkharia. 


Reconnaissance at Mohanganj by Mr. MaoDowalPs party in connMion 
with the escaped convicts from Rajshahi Jail. 

232. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: {a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether during the midnight reconnaissance at Mohanganj by Mr. 
MacDowell’s party, any inquiries were made from the local people? 

(b) Is it a fact that the men ordered to enter into the house of Sohar 


' The Hon>bl0 Sir HENRY WHEELER: (/x) The poliee did not 
reveal their identity by making inquiries before attempting to surprise 
and arrest the men in the hut who wore believed to be convicts. Subse¬ 
quently* when other houses were searched, the police explained who 
they were and what their object was. 

(b) The police had joined in the pursuit hurriedly and were not in 
complete uniform. Some of the police who surrounded the hut had 
loaded muskets, as the information tlien in the possession of the police 
was that the convicts had taken with them several jail muskets. 


Shooting incidents it Mohanganj in oonneotion with the esoipe of 

prisoners from the Raishahi Jail. 

233. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Hajehahi Jail, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are aware of the view entertained by a section 
of the public that the villager shot at Mohanganj by Mr. MacDowell 
subsequently succumbed to his injuries f 

(b) Is it a fact that the man had received more than one gun 
wound P 

(o) Was any attempt made to arrest the man after he was shot by 
Mr. MacDowell P 

(d) Is it a fact that after the shooting, no attempt was made that 
night to ascertain whether the man shot at was an escaped prisoner 
or not P 

(e) It is a fact that no further notice was taken of the wounded man 
during that night P 

(/) Is it a fact that the same night a man was fired upon in the river 
at Mohanganj and repeated protests of a villager and his assertion that 
the man was not a prisoner were not heeded P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (6), (c), (d) and (e). 
The facts are as stated in pai^igraph 14 of the resolution of the 17th 
May. The question has confused two men, Taki and Nafar J^amaru. 
The villager of Mohanganj, by name Taki Pramanik, who subsequently 
succumbed to his injuries, was hit by a stray shot and not by Mr. Mao- 
Dowell. He was not captured by the police nor did he reveal the fact 
that he had been wounded. He went to a neighbouring dispensary for 
treatment, but left during the night before his injuries, which were not 
in themselves serious, had been completely attended to. . It was only 


(/) This man, Naiar Kliamaru, was fired on and sliglitly wounded 
by Hr. IfacBowell in the belief that he was an escaping oonyict. Two 
recruits attempted.unsuccessfully to arrest him; he crossed the river 
and continued to run away in spite of repeated warnings. Whereupon 
3fr. KacDowell fired at a range of'120 yards. Hr. HacDowell gave the 
woimded man stimulants and arranged for him to be sent to hospital in 
charge of a constable and two of his relatives. He was not told repeat¬ 
edly that the man was a villager, the only persons present at the time 
being lour or five police recruits. 


HouseMTches tnd arrests at MohanganJ in connection with the escape 

of prisoners fhm Rajshahi Jail. 

234. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) In connection 

with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail, will the Hon*ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that during the course of the night several houses 
at Mohanganj were searched and their zenanas entered into by Mr. 
MacDowell’s party in spite of the protests of the inmates that there 
were no prisoners concealed in the houses? 

(6) Is it a fact that a large number of men were arrested at Mohan¬ 
ganj P 

(c) Is it a fact that the local people protested that they were not 
escaped prisoners and that they were kept in police custody from mid¬ 
night to 9 A.M. next morning? 

(d) Is it a fact that none of the men arrested that night at Mohan¬ 
ganj was found to be an escaped prisoner ? 

The Hon’blC 8ir HENRY WHEELER S (a) Houses were searched 
to ascertain whether any convicts were concealed there. The searches 
were carried ont with care under the orders of the Superintendent of 
Police, who explained to the villagers what the object was. Zenanas 
were not entered. 

(6) Twenty-four or twenty'-five men were arrested. 

(c) Certain villagers stated that some of the persons arrested were 
their own servants or persons known to them. But as the immediate 
duty of the police was to continue the pursuit of the convicts, further 
inquiries as to identification were not made by them during the night. 
The arrested persons remained- under a guard till the next morning, 
when the ‘District Magistrate arrived and released those whose identity 

_ j 


OlMiNlpiir Inquiry. 


Th« PRESIDENT: (the Hon’bit Nawab Sir Syad Shaim-ul-Hiida)! 

TKe debate on the Ghandpur resolutions will now be resumed. 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: 1 begr to oppose the set of resolutions 
proposing the appointment of a committee and 1 also beg to oppose the 
resolution moved by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. The main reason why 
I oppose the set of resolutions demanding an inquiry is, the scope of 
inquiry contemplated in these resolutions is too narrow and exclusive. 
They do not go into the very root of the matter. An inquiry in order 
to l>e effectire must be exhaustive What is really needed is to find 
out the genesis of this cooly exodus. How far was it economic f We 
should like to know the condition of Ike coolies in the tea gardens, the 
treatment they received at the hands of the tea planters. We should 
like to know how far it was political, the part played hy the non-co-oper- 
ators and how far these poor coolies were misled and deluded hy the non- 
co-operators. I would have whole-heartedly supported the appointment 
of a committee with such an object in view. The kind of inquiry as 
contemplated in these resolutions can never he complete and satisfactory 
without first-hand evidence, viz,, the coolies and they are gone. An 
inquiry is too late now. I also oppose resolution No. 45 which has been 
moved by my learned brother, Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, because I con¬ 
sider it to be a vezy unfair demand. Wbat does the resolution really 
mean? It means this, that tbe local officials should either be so puni¬ 
shed or so severely censured for calling in the aid of the military police 
that such a thing should never again recur. Is Sir Henry Wheeler 
prepared to give such a guarantee on behalf of Govemment after the 
defence he has put in in support of it? Supposing there is an exodus 
of 10,000 coolies again to-morrow; supjwsing there is excitement among 
the coolies, supposing there is display of violence—I am quoting Sir 
Henry Wheeler's words—supposing the non-co-operators are again active 
in their propaganda. How is it possible for Government to give any 
such guarantee? Then, why should the local officials alone be dealt 
with or censured? Was not tbe cx>nduct of the local officials in this 
Ghandpur affair determined to a certain extent by the policy of non¬ 
repatriation adopted by the Govemment of Bengal? Is it not a fact 
that Hr. K. C. De was actually repatriating coolies until ordered by the 
Govemment not to do so at tbe expense of Government. If the local 
officials are to be censured, I do not see how the Govemment of Bengal 
can escape censure in this matter. I think the request made hy Mr. Jatia- 
dra Nath Basu in his resolution is most unfair and should not he com¬ 
plied with. But while opposing the resolutions, I feel it is incumbent 
on tFe members of this Council to give an expression of their views on 


are based on Sir Henry Wbeeler*s report. I am decidedly oi opinion 
that the (}oTernment has committed a series of deplorable blunders. 
The initial blunder was the adoption of the policy of non-repatriation 
by Govemment. In the Government comiwuniqu^f at page 11, this 
policy has been supported in the following words:— 

The-prindple by which the policy of Gbremment is determined is that in the 
case of labour disputes to whidi Government itself is not a party and of the merits 
of which this Government is not the jndge, its attitude shonld be one of nentraliby. 
It is not the duty of the Bengal Government to side with one party or another. 
I'o do so would be to intervene gratnitously in favonr of one party to an industrial 
dispute and to create a most dsngerous and unjustifiable precedent for the future. 

Government absolutely failed to realise the situation. There was 
n grave cnsis and an emergency measure was immediately needed. The 
Bishop of Assam and Mr. Andrews advocated repatriation in the name of 
humanity. Sir, it was not simply humanity bnt it was a case of pnre 
necessity. Interests of public health demanded repatriation. The cooly 
situation at Chandpnr was a grave menace to the public health of the 
entire town. In the face of such a grave emergency, the question of 
capital and labour was purely academic. It is a thousand pities that 
the Government of Bengal took shelter'under such a plea, in support* of 
non-repatriation. Then Government has raised the question of public 
funds. It is perfectly true the Government is the trusted custodian of 
public funds. Is it not equally true that the Government is the trusted 
custodian of the lives of the people? Which is a higher consideration— • 
10 save money or to save life? Sir Henry Wheeler has condemned the 
hartal at Chandpur and the strikes on the ground that the welfare of 
coolies had become a subsidiary issue with the local leaders (see page 11 
of the communique). I fully agree with Sir Henry Wheeler. But the 
same charge can be brought with equal force against Government when 
it maintained the so-called principle of neutrality by adopting the policy 
of non-repatriation. Has Government after all succeeded in convinb- 
iug the general public of its position of neutrality? I am afraid the 
net impression is that in this matter tbe Government sided with capital 
as against labour. Another deplorable blunder committed by Govern¬ 
ment was to send an official to inquire into the matter in which the con¬ 
duct of officials was in question. At a moment of great excitement, 
at a time when popular feeling was mnuing so high, when the feelings 
of the people were stirred to their depths and when the minds of the 
people were agitated and convulsed regarding the action of certain 
officials to send an official to inquire was a stroke of very bad statesman¬ 
ship. There was a splendid opj>ortunity of appointing a committee with 
a non-official majority. There were non-official members present at 
Darjeeling on the very day Sir Henry Wheeler left Darjeeling. The 

next blunder was to call in the aid of the military police. Nothing 
T flia'cr A«WT\ba^ino11i*f ItammaMaJ av. lOf-b ILTav. 






which justified the calling in of Gurkha soldiers. What evi¬ 
dence is there in Sir Henry Wheeler’s report to show that the local 
police was not sufficient to cope with the situation? Is there any evi- 
dendis to show that*the local police failed to maintain order on May 19th ? 
Absolutely none. It was purely an assumption on Mr. K. C. De’s part 
that the police that he had at his disposal was insufficient. Sir Henry 
Wheeler said on Friday—this is how I find it reported in the States- 
'tnan —‘'Before the military police came Mr. De had 70 imlice ai (Jhand- 
pur of whom 22 were armed,” and he put it to the Council that “ a fore«e 
of. that magnitude was not sufficient to deal with a crowd of 3,000 
coolies who had shown by their attitude on the night of May 19tb that 
they were liable to mob suggestions culminating in riotous behaviour. 
It was on that account that Mr. l)e asked for reinforcement and 50 
men of the military police were sent from Dacca.” 

Mr. De had 70 at his disposal; he got another 50. What material 
difference did 120 men make in relation to the total of 3,000 coolies? 
Where did the significance lay then? Not in the number of men 
brought but in their character. Mr. De wanted a military force. Is 
it any wonder that the popular mind has been so much upset over this? 
The next blunder—Mr. De should have kept the military police 
reserve until the emergency arose. Kvery effort should have been made 
to deal with the situation with the help of the local ix)lice and the mili¬ 
tary police should have been utilised in case of absolute necessity. The 
next blunder was to allow Mr. Maepheraon to be associated with the 
officials. Did he not represent capital? Is not the position of Gov¬ 
ernment one of strict neutrality? The principle of neutrality was prac¬ 
tically thrown to the winds and the position of Government was sadly 
compromised. We cannot therefore blame people very much if they 
have a lurking suspicion in their mind that Government was practically' 
siding with the capitalists in this contest. 

These are some of the blunders committed by Government and Gov¬ 
ernment officials and have given a splendid handle to the non-co-opera¬ 
tors. The non-co-operators have done immense mischief in the Chand- 
pur affair and it is a pity that Government should help their cause by 
its blunders. I have made these criticisms in the friendliest possible 
spirit. My object is to co-operate with Government to the very utmost; 
hut duty dmnands that the truth must be told however unpleasant it 
may be. 

Bftbu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA* The recent Chandpur affair is 
still the burning topic of the day and justly so. It has stirred public 
feeling in an unprecedented way. My own division is the most affected— 
and my own district of Chittagong has been the storm centre of all that 
has followed, and perhaps contributed most to the situation. One, there- 


In spite of difEerences and omissions pointed out in some important 
matters, the main festurps of the incident stand out boldly 

The first is the exodus of a large number of coolies from Assam. 
Whether the exodus was due to non>cO'Operation intefHerences and mis¬ 
leading of the unsusi)ecting coolies or the wretched cooly life having 
reached the breaking point, owing to less than living wages and con¬ 
sequent semi-starvation and miseiy—or to a combination of both—the 
predisposing economic cause at once catching fire that turned up, it is 
now needless to dilate upon. In this connection, we await the result 
of further inquiry now taken up by the supreme Government and the 
public. The fact, however, remaius that such a large number of coolies— 
who had gone into jungles to eke out some sort of existence—^now fully 
destitute and helpless, and many women, children and sick, left the 
gardens, quite unmindful of the fate that awaited them on the way 
and at home. 

The first congestion was at Karimganj, a subdivision of Assam. 
It was a vei*y difficult situation in all conscience. They had to lie fed 
at public cost from public subscriptions. Some non-co-operation 
leaders went to Karimganj and apparently moved among and aided the 
coolies; it was a capital opportunity to capture their imagination as also 
for doing good to them. The authorities knew and must have known 
what was going on at Karimganjj, It was certainly known that Chand- 
pur, which lay on the way to their destination and is a terminus station 
of the Assam Bengal Railway, would soon be a scene of their stranding. 

With or without tickets and sometimes in company of one or other 
of the non-co-operation workers, the coolies managed to reach (.%and- 
pur. To proceed further was not possible, as the Steamer Company’s 
arrangement was such that none could travel free and the destitute 
coolies had no pice with them. Even ordinarily, Chandpur wouhl be too 
small for such a number of people. The coolies—^now derelicts of human¬ 
ity—without food or clothes—with a number of women and children— 
got absolutely stranded. They stayed squatting over the whole station 
compound. The place was soon rendered extremely unclean and insani¬ 
tary and risky for ordinary railway traffic. Cholera and other diseases 
broke out. Whatever food could be got by buying or otherwise, the 
coolies used to cook anywhere and eat even by the side of the dying. 
The Civil Hcdical Officer of the Assam Bengal Railway, with staff, 
was in attendance, but he could not be eriual to the task. The station 
had to be cleared but the coolies did not move. Civil anfhorities were 
approached for the purpose and they also failed. To the credit of the 
local authorities, it must be said that they wanted co-operation of the 
local people, they asked for the use of two school premises then closed 
for the summer but unfortunately there was no response. It is said 
that some people rather incited the coolies to be obstructive. In suck 
a ijtuation the only way put of the difficulty lay in gradually sending 
nf^ the onoliefl to Gnabiudn bv fataeTnAr The CrvmTniauinnpv Mr Da 



accordiugly pressed hard for their repatriation at State cost, and, in fact, 
the matter was so urgent that two or three batches were sent out in anti¬ 
cipation of sanction. Repatriation was refused by Government and 
Mr. Macpherson of the Tea Association is said to have been the first 
bearer of the said message. The latter for a time was overflowing with 
kindness for the coolies and promised Bs. 2,000 for raising a stnictiue 
for their stay. Mr. De had in the circumstances to join hands with him 
and arranged to build such a structure on the railway football ground. 
The project had to be abandoned when Mr. Macpherson realised that his 
mission to induce the coolies to return to the gardens would not succeed. 
He'left without paying a pice. On the night of the 19th May the coolies 
rushed on to the Goalundo steamer^ and some unedifying scenes 
occurred. After that Mr. De brought in the Gurkha force and, after 
a few hours of their arrival, the coolies were forcibly evicted with more 
or less severe injuries caused upon their persons. Then the party of 
non-no-operators came out as public ebampions, and public attention 
was drawn to the coolies, and they have been now sent off. 

These are the salient facts, and upon them various questions of 
construction. State policy and public rights arise. The position of the 
coolies, the duties and position of the local officials, and of the Govern- 
meni, the i>osition of the non-co-operation party, and that of the public 
at large are all mixed up. 

The first question I would ask is—Why was no provision made before¬ 
hand at Chandpur to meet the situation that was certain to arise there 
after the arrival of the coolies P The offi<jial version is that the non- 
co-operators had the coolies under them, and were operating with 
them. There is not much affection lost between Government and the 
said party,, which has never concealed its views regarding GovernmeJit. 
Can the Government plead that they had no information of what was 
taking place at Karimganj, or that it was not their duty to take any 
steps beforehand to meet the expected situation at Chandpur? To 
plead the latter is to confess utter incompetency and to say the former 
will be something too much for the public to accept. 

This omission accounts perhaps for the spectacle of local authorities 
requesting co-operation of people of known contrary views and courting 
a sure refusal. 

The second point is the refusal of Government to repatriate the 
coolies. To my mind this is the vital point both as regards the 
principle underlying the refusal,—and the after effects of the refusal. 

Not only unanimous public opinion, but strong urging by the local 
authorities must have made it abundantly clear to Government that there 
was no other alternative but to repatriate the coolies at Government 
expense, or to let them suffer and die like flies at Chandpur, endajigering 


State to render medical aid seems to haye been recognised to some extent 
at least, thanks to the Hon*ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, but the duty 
to repatriate was not. The proposal would cost about Bs. 10,000, and 
how many ten thousands have since been lost oyer this matter? The 
refusal was on a philosophical ground of non-interference in disputes 
between Labour and Capital. So our Government can grow philosophi¬ 
cal sometimes when it suits their purpose, and throw practical wisdom to 
the winds I The State has to preserve society and it is to avoid evils 
flowing from stranding of persons that repatriation is made. The dic¬ 
tates of humanity also demanded it. We of the nether world can hardly 
appreciate why the policy.of giving medical aid was recognised and that 
of repatriation refused by the same Government. The coolies at Chand- 
pur were no longer tea gardeir coolies. They had already left the gar¬ 
dens several hundred miles behind. They had come into another 
Province. Strikers or no strikers, time and distance had coinpletely 
breached their position as employees. Nor were they indentured coolies. 
Unlike strikers, they were determined not to return to the tea gardens on 
any condition whatsoever. Is it not insincerity of language to say that 
the dispute between Labour and Capital continued at Chandpur even? 

The Muhajarins who had left India for avowed political reasons could 
be repatriated. The very Chandpur coolies could be repatriated from 
Naihati and Asansol, but the Empire would be at stake to get them out 
from Chandpur. If some people ascribed the refusal to some genial 
feelings in some high quarters towui-ds the capitalists of Assam, can you 
complain mncflL? One cannot forget that the miserable lot of humanity 
at Chandpur was necessary for ex])loitation or development of Assam 
jungles by some privileged classes. If this has pleased any one it is the 
non-co-operator L-iends of Government. They have got another handle 
to prove that the people have got no*'voice in the Government and the 
Beforms Council Government is only a show. Surely it is' time that this 
should be mended. 

The next point is the indenting of the Gnrkhas and using them to 
forcibly eject the coolies. I shall not refer to any personal act of any one. 
I shall discuss the matter on principle. In short-sightedness and injudi¬ 
ciousness it was only next to the refusal to repatriate the coolies. In view 
of State policy and humanity, one cannot but strongly condemn this 
measure. Eastern Bengal people since the days of partition have had 
several and various experiences of Gurkha postings and each time with 
regrettable consequences to them and to the lasting evil name to Govern¬ 
ment. These Gurkhas—^rather some Assamese going by that name—do 
not or feign not to understand the language or anything of the people 
they are picketed upon. They seem to he a class of people not far 
removed from certain animals meant only to carry out understood or mis¬ 
understood orders of their superiors. £^end or foe is all alike and they 


are looked upon as instruments of oppression and repression. Was it 
adTisable to get suck a force to evict tke destitute coolies at Ckandpur P 
I do not forget for a moment tke trying circumstances of tke local officials 
at Ckandpur. Tke difficult situation created by non-cooperation in the 
locality and Goyemment’s refusal to repatriate tke coolies was certainly 
a little too muck for them. Here were tke large number of destitute 
coolies including women and children ill and dying, absolutely stranded 
at tke station—their way out was closed and doubly secured by the mis¬ 
understanding of tke Government instructions by tke Steamer Company. 
They themselves could not realise why they were being debarred while 
others had already been sent oif free. Despair, anxiety and exasperation 
due to unequal treatment plu$ the tempting steamer close by induced 
tkemi to make a rusk into the steamer and with what results you have 
heard. Tke station had to be cleared but the coolies had no place to go. 
One may therefore feel for tke local officials, still, that is no justifica¬ 
tion though it may be a palliation. The Hon’ble Sir Henry’s halting 
explanation that 70 police force including 20 armed ones was not sufficient 
is a little difficult to accept. 

Before 1 have done 1 would like to refer to the steamer and railway 
strikes that followed in the wako of the Chandpur affair and which has 
subjected a whole division to unspeakable misery and inconvenience. 
Hy poor district has practically been bottled up and has been passing as it 
were through a nightmare for about a month and a half. Trade has been 
dislocated, traffic closed, locomotion stopped. Dven a son cannot go to 
attend the death-bed of his mother at home. Prices have gone up a 
hundredfold. Localities have been kept in darkness for want of oil- 
supply. Violence, intimidation—expressed and by anonymous letter 
—have been resorted to. Bespectable gentlemen do not even dare to sit 
downstairs. Non-strikers and their sympathisers are treated to things I 
■cannot mention here with decency. Attempts to settle the strikes by 
some gentlemen did not succeed and normal times are not yet in sight. 
Tne callers of the strikes did so, taking advantage of the situation at 
Chandpur created by the refusal of Government not to repatriate the 
coolies. They are certainly responsible for the dark situation now obtain¬ 
ing in Chittagong and bringing misery to the people and more so the 
large number of the railway employees and ultimate ruin to their fami¬ 
lies. They all belong to the middle classes and there is no other opening 
for them. One cannot read with indifference such passages in the Press 
that hundreds of dismissed, helpless, railway employees with their 
families have got stranded at Gauhati or a pathetic appeal to newcomers 
to desist from taking the bread from the mouth of the old people now out 
on strike and the like. Whether the appeal is proper or will be attended 
to is a different matter. It shows however the miserable plight to which 
a npmber of railway employees have been reduced and who is responsible 


bringing about an all-round civic consciousness in the country. I do not 
see eye to eye witb their modus operandi. The prominent leaders have 
plainly spoken out about the Chittagong strikes and that is a relief. In 
fact the playing with the railway employees as pawns or toys for ulterior 
purposes, which has brought about such a miserable situation, cannot be 
too much condemned. I am told the Chittagong leaders who lirst opposed 
the strike succumbed to pressure. The member having reached the iiine- 
limlt had to resume his seat. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the result that the 
motion for closure was declared lost. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: At the usk of hoing misjudged and 
misunderstood, at the risk of making no new ft lends and losing all my 
old ones, I beg to o^ipose all the resolutions that ask for a committee! 
I congratulate the hon'ble members who have brought in all 
these various resolutions in tlie first flush of their generous impulse. 
When the whole of Bengal, perhaps the whole of India, was thrilled 
with flaming details of what had occurred at Chandpur, and accouuie 
were pouring in of the barbarities and inhumanities practised then*, it 
was right that we should, too, bear a portion of the l)urdeu of our 
country and rush to take part in personal knowledge and experience. 
But since then the atmosphere has been considerably cleared. Tbe 
exaggerated repoi-ts of the death and destniclion retailed to us for the 
purpose of breeding in us righteous indignation against an unrighteous 
government have dwindled down to stories of bruises and wounds. I 
ask you, Sir, who were those who were lesjwnsible for those false 
rumours, and why were they spread, and in justice 1 appeal to the mem¬ 
bers when they sit in judgment upon all but themselves not to forget 
those who, by a campaign of the most ahominahle lies, deliberately 
sought to create an unholy discontent throughout the land, for all discon* 
tent which is based on calumny and lies us godless and unholy. And 
if these reports had passed unchallenged and with what an orgy of 
crimes and excesses would we not have been regaled, with what wrath 
would we not have risen to tear asunder the fabric of government.. I have 
no faith in those who could stoop to such callous lies to sei-ve their aims; 
I have no faith in those who could continue to defile judicial inquiries 
with judicious falsehoods; who could teach and instruct and distort 
and intimidate for their own ends; who with impossible stories have 
taken in public-spirited though extremely gullible men, whom no amount 
of disillusion will cure of their godly simplicity. An inquiry at this 
stage will he valueless: firstly, it will he tainted; secondly, what guar¬ 
antee is there that it will not be boycotted lest the truth be discovered; 


ProTinces, dead or alive. And what will be the nature or extent of the 
inquiry ? If really our hearts bleed at the miseries that the coolies have 
sustained and are still undergoing, if really we are anxious that justice 
should be done between party and party, and our hearts, I say, are rent 
asunder as we consider their pitiable situation, then why these one* 
sided resolutions ? We must go right back and we must come down to 
the present. We must inquire as to the cause of this tremendous exo¬ 
dus—whether the stories of six pice a day retailed by hefty coolies 
whom the privations of the trek had not sufficed to wear down are tiue 
or whether the statement that the tea gardens were paying enormous 
losses mther than lose their labour power has foundation in fact; whether 
agitators and others who play fast and loose with the great name of 
Mahatma Gandhi did not feed them with false hopes and extravagant 
stories, it may be. T am ready to admit without the knowledge of the 
Centiul body, or whether it was really an economic dispute. We must 
inquire what precautions these gentlemen had taken to receive the be¬ 
guiled coolies, what conveniences they had arranged for them, or whether 
they had left them to shift for themselves and find an easy way out of 
their troubles in death, disease and starvation. We must inquire what 
was the cendition of the coolies when they arrived at Ohandpur, why 
they were ejected from the station and all the circumstances connected 
with that uehappy incident. And the inquiry must not stop hei’e, 
although all the members seem to concentrate their attention on this 
one occurrence. We must, inquire, if inquiry he necessary in view of the 
declared fact that the strike w'os political and was inaugurated for the 
purpose of bringing the Government down to its knees—^to quote the 
exact words:—why the strike took place and what were its results. 
On whom should the blame for the death of these 300 coolies and more 
lie? On Government for refusing to help repatriation by money, or on 
the strikers for stopping provision and medicine, when these were the 
most necessary, and for refusing to transport the coolies when facilities 
were available. In the midst of a frenzy at an iucident that did not 
occasion any loss of life, why do we choose to ignore that merciless con¬ 
duct, so lightly undertaken, that spelt death and destruction to so many 
hapless people. And then we must proceed further and see how many 
have Bucumbed to that callious apathy which caste breeds and which 
dries up'the well of human affection and sympathy. Such a comprehen¬ 
sive inquiry will take us far afield and will embrace at least six iirovin- 
ces. And again, what need for an inquiry or a committee P We know 
the facts, all the facts, and we can draw our own condusions. It mat¬ 
ters little if there are differences in detail, but the broad facte are before 
us. Even adopting Sir Henry Wheeler's report, we can draw our own 
conclusions, and the conclusions that we come to is that there is much in 
it thabwe condemn. It can be alleged there were medical reasons why 


conflict with the non-oo-operators who had fed the coolies with hopes as 
to finding a trainj that, in view of the fact that there were more than 
3,000 coolies, the damage occasioned was swprisingly little. It may 
even* be alleged that the officer concerned may have made a mistake, an 
error of judgment, in moving the sick, the weakly, the women and 
children, at dead of night and in flickering darkness, out of a shed on 
to an open ground, sodden and soft, an error of judgment, yrhich, in the 
light of the fact that the atmosphere was elecirit'iil and no hones were 
hioken or lives lost, may he condoned. We condemn the conduct as in* 
human and heartless. We require no inquiry to convince us of the fact, 
the whole Council and the whole country thinks alike. And the (lur- 
—their very name raises our hostility. Fed by reports of their 
savagei*^, of their exploits in ^stant climes, where to cut off the noses 
of Germans was their hobby, and the collection of German ears their 
pastime—we do not love them. We would discard them, have nothing 
to do with them where they can be brought into (intact with the civi¬ 
lian population except under the severest necessity or in the case of an 
armed revolt. Then what need is there for an inquiry? Are we out to 
do justice? All the resolutions, all the speeches of those gentlemen who 
press for an inquiry have prejudged the situation, have condemned the 
incidents at Cbandpur in the strongest ^erms, and no amount of specious 
arguments and tender expressions of solicitude that we wish to hold an 
inquiry for the purpose of rehabilitating the Government in the love 
and confidence of the people can conceal their views. l)o we want a 
trial where the judges have made up their minds? How do we stand 
then ourselves at the bar of justice? Are we not deliberately trying to 
turn the enquiry into judicial farce? Are we not sinning where before 
we have condemned others for sinning? Why even Bahu Surendi-a 
Xath Hullick coolly and calmly and deliberately tells us, prejudges 
that the story regarding bayonet wounds must have been tnie, and that 
Sir Henry Wheeler must have been misinformed by those who were 
themseives responsible for the wounds, forgetting the high authority of 
Mr. Andrews who can never he accused of bearing any affection for ihe 
Government where coolies are concerned. And why does he forget that 
those who spread the rumours are those who were responsible for the 
miseries and the death of the coolies, those who found an opportunity to 
divert the attention and the odium of the country from their monstrous 
crimes to the Government and flooded the country with lurid falsehoods. 
1 say that it will be a disgrace to our sense of justice, a disgrace to our 
sense of proportion, if we allow ourselves to be led to seek an inquiry 
where the judges have already prejudged the guilt. If for one moment 
T thought- that a committee of inquiry would appease or give satisfaction 
to the country I would have been in favour of it. But new forces have 
risen, new developments are taking place with startling rapidity. We 


by the exaggerated stories of the incident, have overwhelmed the whole 
country in a catastrophe. We should be ai)proTiug of a conduct that the 
whole country, non>co^perator or otherwise, condemns. For who will 
speak of the stranding of coolies at Earimganj, cut off from the world 
and at the mercy of fate, sending wire after wire to relieve them from 
their helpless situation, who will speak of the miseries that Eastern^ 
Bengal is now passing through at the hands of, I was going to say, 
non>co>oi>erators, hut I will not exalt them with that epithet, who will 
speak of the privations that the people have to suffer, who will speak of 
tile intimidation that they are subjected to, of the violence of the dirtiest 
kind they have to bear, and who will protest? To them the Chandpur 
incident lives merely as a precursor of di’ead times—a matter only re¬ 
called by their untold sufferings. 1, therefore. Sir, do not advocate a 
committee of inquiry; let the smouldering embers slumber to extinction. 
What new fires are now raging in^ Eastern Bengal before which that 
puny conflagration wan as the light of a glow-worm in the sun. There 
is still one other attitude of tlie Government that we have failed to appre¬ 
ciate and regard with disapproval. This is the first opportunity that 
Government has had to gather our opinion on the subject of repatriation 
and it is right that it should know it. Government may tell us that if 
it were to repatriate the coolies it would give a fresh incentive to a fur¬ 
ther and a greater exodus, it would be taking sides in this labour or jkiH- 
tico-labour dispute and that it was the duty of those who were responsible 
for the exodus to have ananged for their removal. But let not Gov- 
einment ignore the sentiment—an overwhelming sentiment—in favour 
of their repatriation. If we choose to forget, when we picture their 
miseries at Chandjiur, that they have ceased to he Assam tea coolies, but 
are merely a struggling, helpless mass of miserable Indian people, why 
should not Government he prevailed upon to revise its opinion, saving 
always that the Government of India does not choose to bear the burden 
which is rightly hers? And if, after this, we claim money for sanita¬ 
tion, education and the like, and Government tells us that it is thus 
that the money has been dissipated, we shall how to fate, but we shall 
have had the satisfaction of having done one good act, and curtailed 
the miseries of ihonsnnds. Then why, once more I ask, do we claim an 
enquiry? Is there any amongst us who doubts what constitutes the guilt 
and who is the guilty party? Ts there one amongst us whose mind is 
not made up and vho is inclined to give the benefit of the doubt to the 
Goveruinent? ^nd I ant betraying no secret of the lobby when I say 
that there is none such, if there is one such with us let him, Sir, vote for 
a committee. Thei'efoi'e, Sir, believing, as I do, that the appointment of 
a committee will be futile, superfluous, impolitic and unfiur, and voic¬ 
ing. I feel sure, the sentiment of this House that there is much in this 
incident lie deplored and condemned, even on the report submitted 



Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to move that the question 
be now put. 

The motion was then put and a division was taken with the result 
that the motion for cdosure was declared lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: From the trend of the 
discussion it is clear that we are all agreed that those who are respon¬ 
sible for this crime should be adequately punished so that such incidents 
might not occur again. 

Now, Sir, if we only look through the reports, nay, if we only examine 
the Government version, it would be patent to every one in the House 
that, defend how much we may, and making the greatest allowance to the 
exigencies which the Government officials had to meet there, there can be 
no gainsaying that their action was overhasty, injudicious and relentless. 
The officials there have proved themselves utterly unfit to cope with any¬ 
thing extraordinary, they have proved themselves utterly unfit for and 
incapable of managing a serious situation which requires tactful tieat- 
inent. In short, they lack the primary qualification of an administrator 
vis!., tact. Sir, in the official report, a lame excuse has been made to the 
effect that for sanitary reasons the coolies had to be forcibly removed 
from the station platform. But did that sanitary reason first dawn into 
the brains of these eminent administrators in the dead of night f The 
coolies had been gathering at the station f<jr days before their eviction. 
It required only about 20 armed men to remove the coolies^ but befoi'e the 
arrival of the Gurkhas there were already at Chandpur on that day 28 
armed policemen and 42 ordinary police. Were the officials so sleepy 
during daytime, that this brilliant idea of sanitary reason never occurited 
to them then? Did the cool night breeze of the Padma waft it into their 
brains? And, Sir, did that idea at once become so imperious, an obsession 
I may say, that it must be realised then, the very night, without any 
appreciable time being left between the order of eviction and its reali¬ 
sation? And, Sir, no enquiry was made whether any sick persons or 
delicate women were amongst them. Twenty ferocious Gurkhas were 
let loose on them. Sir, it is heartless, it is brutal. We hear 
of misdeeds in Armenia. Do not the Turkish reports also allege 
that some loss of life had occurred, some hardships had been entailed 
because it was thought fit to remove the Armenians from a certain 
quarter. Sir, it is said that no bones were broken, no bayonet thrusts 
were made in that valiant raid of the Gurkhas led by the Commissioner 
himself. Very creditable to the Commissioner Sahib. Sir, gloze what 
we may, the indelible stigma remains. But, Sir, all our expostulations, 
even our humble requests to have the fair name of the British Baj i-ehabi- 
litated by censuring the erring officers, have met with a lofty air of im'- 
tating self-complacency, an air of provocative defiance. We had^ all 



actions which to no conscience should be justified. I wonder how an 
exculpation of a midnight raid on a helpless crowd of destitute men, 
women and children can be attempted by a Goyemment which, if not 
responsible to us, is undoubtedly responsible to the British Parliament. 
Sir, if such an unbending attitude of the Government be seriously main¬ 
tained, then we shall have no other alternative left to us save pressing 
for the appointment of a committee to challenge the veracity of the 
conclusions arrived at by the Government. 

And then, Sir, we must examine the Government reports and the 
spirit with which the inquiry was conducted. I shall quote only one 
sentence from the Wheeler Keport. It runs as follows:— 

A man with a small wound on tho top of his head; he aaid that this had been 
inflicted with a bayonet; if so, the assailant must have been remarkably tall. 

Sir, to the inquiring official it does not occur that the man might have 
been sitting or lying down when he was struck. He does not say whether 
it was really a bayonet wound or not, or might not have been caused by 
it. He ridicules the whole thing and in bantering tone leaves it off with 
a remat'k on the stature of the possible assailant. Sir, a spirit of distrust 
of everything detrimental to the fair name of the Government servants, 
pervades his inquirys He seems to have made up his mind from before 
and goes there and makes this inquiry to uphold that fair name. 

Sir, we all know how much this Chandpur incident has stirred up the 
feeling of the people in that part of the country. It cannot he denied 
that this has given a great impetus to the non-co-operation movement all 
over Bengal. Any fresh inquiry by a committee of this Council is sure 
to rake up unpleasant memories, over again. I know, Sir, that it is for 
this reason that many of us, if possible, would like to avoid such an 
inquiry. But this would depend on the attitude of the Government. 
We cannot allow the Government to shoulder the blame by defending an 
absolutely indefensible action of its officials, however high they may be 
placed. The blundering officials must be punished. 

And, Sir, we feel it all the more keenly, and shame is all the more 
doubled when we consider that amongst the authors of this harrowing 
deed are included some of our own countrymen. What a painful blow it 
is to our national pride that some of our own kith and kin, placed in posi¬ 
tions of great responsibility, have failed to rise equal to the situation. 
But still, Sir, the love for our own countrymen raised to high positions 
must not interfere with any strong expression of disapprobation. HeiGier 
our clannish spirit nor the bogey of official prestige should be allowed to 
stand in tbe way of our meting out proper deserts to their supreme 
tactlessness. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the other day, t.e., on 
Friday last, I came prepared to support Hr. Basu’s resolution. But after 



GoTemmeiit liatf no open mind in this matter, when it insists that the 
local officials were in the right and further perseveres in thinking that it 
will be wrong to suppose that the local officials can tell anything but the 
truth and the whole truth, I think it is futile to press Hr. Basu’s resolu¬ 
tion. I have, therefore, come to think, Sir, that there is no other option 
but to support a committee. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler made much of the exaggerations 
appearing in a certain section of a press. But is it very unnatural that 
ugly rumours and certain baseless exaggerations will gain currency with 
regard to such an unusual and serious affair before the publication of a 
Government report? Again if the newspaper reports and the non-official 
versions are totally false and misleading and are nothing but canards, is 
it proved thereby that the official reports and the Government versions 
give only the truth in the fullest measure and there can be no su^ppressio 
veri about them? Evon if we adroit what Sir Henry Wheeler says about 
exaggerations roust we forget our school logics and take the official 
reports to be the gospel truth, and perversions of the facts and too much 
colours where there are none? Take the events of the 19th May. If the 
rumour of anybody getting drowned be untrue so also the statement of 
the Director of Information that the coolies on that night ** assaulted ” 
Mr. Marpherson and Mr. Sinha. For Sir Henry Wheeler himself says 
in his report that Mr. Maepherson was ‘‘hustled** and an “attempt** 
was made to strike Mr. Sinha. And how impartial is the official report in 
referring to others among the coolies ? The youths of Chandpur who after¬ 
wards turned out to be the stretcher-bearers of the cholera-stricken 
coolies, if found moving about them must be taken to have been inciting 
them, while Mr. Macpherson*s presence seems to be open to no objection 
and (iannot lead to any excitement and trouble. 

Then coming to the events of the 20th night, well, let me admit it is 
a gross exaggeration to report that there were about 100 casualties^ let 
me admit further that the number of casualties wasmot Inrgor than 20, as 
stated by the Director of Information, but it is not a false statement to 
record, as the Director of Information did, that “ the local civil medical 
officer examined all the cases, ’* when it is stated, in the Government 
communiquey that ** Mr. De sent a Sub-Assistant Surgeon next morning 
but he was given no facilities to see the injured.** Is it no deliberate 
exaggeration to state, “ It is denied that any were asleep, ** when it is 
perfectly well known that a large number among the coolies were women, 
children and diseased? How, again, to assess the truth of the statement, 
Sir, in view of the Associated Press telegram of the 2l8t instant, “ That 
they did not make any attempt to board the steamer but slept 
peacefully? “ 

An aspersion it might surely be to allege that there were motives of 



“ the oonetables managed to keep back the coolies ” on the nighrt of the 
19th? 

Again it may be admitted, Sir, that the story of the Gurkhas walking 
over the bodies of the coolies is a myth, but where has appeared the truth 
of the “ booted kicks ” deposed to by so many of the coolies and the 
station staff ? The story of the use of bayonets may be a fabrication in 
spite of the statements of the coolies but how to explain the punctured 
wounds? Are jokes sufficient to explain them away? 

In such a state of things a committee of inquiry seems absolutely 
necessary, and 1 demand a committee of inqiiiry because untruths have 
got to be nailed whether they he exaggerations or understatements. I 
demand a committee of inquiry, Siri because the public are loth to believe 
that force was at all necessary or justifiable to evict the coolies. The 
country is not prepared to believe, Sir, without a due inquiry that 
sanitary reasons became so pressing at midnight or that there was any 
reasonable ground of “ fear ” that the coolies would rush the steamer on 
the night of the 20th. And, Sir, I believe in a committee of inquiry 
hec:ause more facts were elicited by the Hunter Committee than either 
the Home Member in the Imperial Council or the Chief Secretary of the 
Punjab was prepared to admit. 

BabU NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I want to make one 
or two remarks though it is not very pleasant to get up at the end of 
the day, after several motions for closure ** have been moved, to 
make a speech in this House, hut the importance of the subject and the 
intensity of the public feeling on it, necessitate an open and candid 
expression of opinion on the part of those who come here as represent¬ 
ative of the fieople. That is the only consideration that prompts me 
to address this House at* this hour. Sir, it strikes me that afte^all the 
speeches we have heard and all the reports we have road—don’t mean 
only tile newspaper reports—the official reports and the non-official 
reporis and all the stories that have reached us, there is the outstanding 
fact, which nobody can deny, tliat, on the night of the 20th May, some 
** inhuman ” act was perpetrated by the military police at Cbaudpur. 
I call the act “ inhuman ” not because the Gurkhas obeyed the orders 
of the authorities ^because they are hound to do it) hut because we 
know full well the conduct of these military police (we know to our 
regret how the military xHilic^ behaved in the partition days at Bakar- 
ganj by breaking the head of a pleader who is now in the good gracos 
of Government). We know full well what outrages were committed. 
The difference between the civil police and military police composed 

not entirely of the Gurkhas hut of lower class people of Assam is this_ 

that the civil police are more human, whereas the military are not. So 



police P* We are not convinced that the cironmstances were such. 
Throughout the 19th of May, of course, besides the attempt of the 
ignorant and illiterate coolies to board the steamer, rushing the gang¬ 
way, we do not think that there was any attempt or act on the part of 
the coolies, showing that they were going to break the law or disturb 
the public tranquillity. Of course, if there was any attempt at assault 
upon the Subdivisional Officer or upon anybody, that had to be put 
down, but could not that be put down (and as a matter of fact it was 
put down) by the civil polic«P On the 20th of May, throughout the 
day, there was no disturbance whatsoever. These poor coolies were 
putting up iu the statiou-yard. We know full well, and gentlemen 
belonging to this House know full well, how these coolies live. It is 
said that they made the station-yard very insanitary, untidy and 
unclean. If that was so, throughout the day, was any attempt made to 
lemove the coolies fi'om the station-yard? It appears that no such 
attempt was ever made. Then again it was only after the andval of the 
Gurkha military police at 8-30 r.M. that this idea took possession of the 
local officials. Of course, whether it was previously considered or not, 
whether there was^a plan or i)rei>aration or not, we do not know. We 
know this much, that after the last train had left, when it was close 
upon II or 12 o’clock, when most of the cof)lies must have gone to sleep, 
or some of them might have been cooking their food or have been awake, 
Gurkhas were let loose uixm them. There was absolutely nothing to 
discredit the story that some of the coolies were asleep; and who were 
those coolies? Some men, some women and some children—very weak 
jreople, deeply distressed people, who came all the way from Assam. 
They were very weak. Was it absolutely necessai'y to remove them 
from the station-yard at that hour of the night, and if so, should they 
have been removed to a field which was close to tho station-yard, 
namely, the football ground? Would their location there remove the 
danger-of cholera spreading towards the town? Further, were any 
arrangements made for the location of the coolies in the football ground? 
Was any shed put up? Nothing of the kind was done. Whatever 
view of the situation we may take, regarding which false accounts and 
false rumours have been spread, we cannot shut our eyes to the out¬ 
standing facts that there was absolutely no reason for setting the Gur¬ 
kha military xmlice upon the innocent, ignorant and half-starved coolies 
at that hour of the night, and it is that feeling, and that sense of indigna¬ 
tion which 1 intended to place on record by addressing this House on 
this subject. Then again it strikes me that, with regard to the ques¬ 
tion of inquiry, I am also of opinion that a committee of inquiry at fhis 
stage is absolutely useless and that it is no use whipping a dead horse. 
Not only that, we know whut these committees will do, and many 
speakers have pointed out the difficulty in the way of a committee going 


used these words with regard to the proposition for appointing a com¬ 
mittee of inquiry. The Servant says: — 

No useful purpose could be sored by an inquiry of the kind {myed for. It will 
merely be a waste of public money, while the ezdtemeiit which is likely to be 
engendei'ed would only aerre to accentuate racial bittemeas. 

But that is no reason why this Council, representing the people of 
Bengal, should not have something«to say with regard to the incident of 
the 20th of May. Of course, I am not very sing^ilar in my opinion. The 
other day the liord Bishop of Calcutta, in the Calcutta THocetan Record , 
said:— 

Under existing conditions a GoTemment charged to maintain law and order may 
bo compelled to employ force. I gravely doubt from the evidence which has been 
famished whether such a necessity existed at Chandpur—^but do we, as ChristianK, 
realise that the employment of force is a confession of mOTal and spiritual im¬ 
potence. . . 

This is the view of the head of the English Church in this country. 
So, this is not only the Indian opinion but also the soundest European 
opinion with regard to this incident. ^ 

Then, Sir, there is one point which may admit of some inquiry, but 
I may be confronted with the remark that these matters relate to Assam. 
However so far as we are concerned, we have to ascertain by an inquiry, 
namely, wbat led the coolies to make this exodus. Ko doubt, Mr. Wat¬ 
son-Smyth has said that these non-co-operators or political agitators 
induced these poor coolies to break their contract and to run away. 
That is a very one-sided statement. Up-to-date we have got no names, 
no list of the agitators, or how they got access and worked in the tea 
gardens. So, that is a point which should be considered in the interests 
of the tea industry of Bengal, namely, the districts of Darjeeling, 
Jalpaiguri and Dooars wherefrom there has been no exodus. Never¬ 
theless, it is not unlikely that the same thing may happen with regard 
to the tea districts in Bengal. That is a matter no doubt fpr inquiry. 

Then with regard to the observations of Mr. Watson-Smyth, what¬ 
ever his point and conclusions may be, we are prepared to accept his 
dictum, that whatever has happened has hapi)ened. Nevertheless, we 
must condemn the high-handedness, that act of inhumanity, and that 
unchristian act which was done on the night of the 20th of May in 
Chandpur. There are certain chapters in the history of a nation, whic^h 
had better not be written. The incident of the 20th May constitutes 
materials in the history of Bengal which should be smirched witb black 
ink or tarred with coal tar. We are prepared to forget everything hut 
the consequences subsist. 

With regard to the apiwintmeut of a committee, I have already 
expessed my opinion that I have no faith in such committees. Further, 
after such a lapse of time, such a committee would be useless. 


that tills exodus was due to political agitators. These coolies came to 
Chandpur and by their stay at Chandpur, and by spreading cholera and so 
forth, rendered that little town so very insanitary that on sanitary 
grounds alone the Oovemment came foiward to alleviate the sufferings 
of the coolies. So far, so good. But why did not the Government of 
Bengal spend, say, Rs. 10,000 or Ra. 15,000 for repatriating these coolies ? 
The answer is that Government should not inteHere when the question 
is between Labour and Capital. Very well. You said at the . ^ery 
beginning that this was not a labour dispute. If it was not a labour 
issue, what was the difficulty of spending Us. 10,000 or Rs. 15,000 and 
that for the sake of humanity? Well, the Government of Bengal can 
spend more than a lakh of rupees in defending a Sub-Inspector of 
Police against a libel which was published in one of the vernacular 
papers in Calcutta, but tbc Government of Bengal was not prepared to 
spend Rs. 10,000 for repatriating these coolies! On sanitary grounds 
also, repatriation was the best course to be adopted because if they could 
be removed at once, there would have been no danger with regard to the 
infection spreading throughout Chandpur or the district of Tipi>era. 
On no ground whatsoever, c^n wo support the policy of the Government 
in folding its hands and in not spending a little amount of money for 
repatriating these coolies because the coolies, by their presence at Chand¬ 
pur under those circumstances, created a situation which had to be met 
and eased by Government. 

With these words and with the object of having on record the sense 
of this House I have to support the resolution which has been proposed 
by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, and I think the resolution would have 
been much better if to that the I'esolution which is to be moved by my 
friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray would have been tagged, that is to say, 
the Government should be asked and requested not to employ the mili¬ 
tary police under circumstances like this, in future, because that would 
avoid many difficulties, because that would go a great way towards what 
the Government want to do to make the British rule popular and stable 
in this country, and to bring to the people’s minds that the Govenimeiit 
is based upon righteousness, equity and justice. With these words, I 
beg to support the resolution which has been moved by my friend Babu 
Tatindra Nath Basu. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE; Tbe unprovoked assault on the poor and 
suffering coolies at Chandpur at dead of night, on the 20th of May last, 
has once more demonstrated our utter helplessness against the caprices 
of the Executive officers. Even the most selfish and self-sufficient 
amongst us has felt tbe humiliation of the Gurkha blows at Chandpur. 
The facts are well known and need no rei)etition. It may be safely 
asserted that the tragedy could have been avoided. The obliging execu¬ 
tive appears to have identified tbemselves too much with Mr. Maepher- 
son oi the Tea Planters Association and the interests which he repre- 


of the military were reciuisitioned as usual on the pleas that it was the 
last resort, wlieu all other devices for gr^appling effectively with the 
situation failed. Are we to understand that the extremity was reached 
tti (yliandpur, simply because the Tlailway station swarmed with the 
ghostlike apparitions of lean and haggard coolies? Are people not 
safe even when they are fast asleep at dead of night? Are not even 
the poor, aged and infirm, women and hahies, the sick and the dying 
entitled to any humane consideration from the hands of the bureau¬ 
cracy? We seek in vain for illumination on these points in the official 
report. The three thousand people could not leave the place the very 
moment they were expected to do so; they had among them men physi¬ 
cally unfit to move a step without help and still it was declared an 
unlawful assembly. The Gurkhas were let loose by the civil authorities 
and they played the most inhuman part of the episode. On being inter¬ 
viewed by ihc local leaders, they had the amazing frankness to maintain 
that they wanted to create an impression and they ended the interview 
with the vulgar threat of letting the Gurkhas loose in the town. A thrill 
of indignation swept over the country. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The hon^hle member is doubtless aware that Mr. De 
has denied having made any such statement. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DES 1 beg to withdraw that statement. 

Mei’e proclamations of racial equality and rights of citizenship mean 
nothing. It is the spirit in which they are carried into practice that 
affects the people. Unless these arc mere idle professions the authori¬ 
ties should not try to whitewash the situation. The broad facts are 
quite clear, and there i.s no need of any inquiry hy a committee or com¬ 
mission. What is needed is prompt action. A committee of inquiry 
will only postpone, if not shelve, the whole que.stion. If neccssfliry, we 
can discuss the matter in the light of the various rexwris that are avail¬ 
able and come to a decision here and know as to what action is to be 
taken. Let the authors of the crime, whoever and whatever they may 
be, be brought forward and given suitable punishments. Prestige is 
not greater than justice. And we want nothing more or nothing less 
than even-handed justice. We further want that there should be no 
repetition of such atrocities in future. 

Rfti MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BAhsdurs I desire to makp 
a few observations with regard to the several resolutions moved. There 
is a similarity of thought in several resolutions asking for the formation 
of a committee to inquire into and report to Government so that Gov¬ 
ernment may take such action as is neces.sary. One resolution niwia at 
a suggestion for action being taken, without the appoinhnent of a com- 


further inquiry by a competent committee. The people of this vast pro¬ 
vince are of opinion that the coolies at Chandpur have been maltreated 
and assaulted without any justification. This impression or, say, firm 
idea is not based upon sands. The whole country has got several ver¬ 
sions of the affairs—official and non-official. They have outlined a pic¬ 
ture in their minds about the midnight raid by Qurkhas—the wounded 
coolies weeping and crying—the terrible Qurkhas like the ipessengcrs of 
Tama—^the coolies being driven from the place of their shelter at dead of 
night, running to save their lives with babies in their arms, and this 
in the presence of Government high officials, the protectors of their life 
and liberty. The picture jiresents no exaggeration. This we gather 
from the dry and solid facts supplied in the official communique. These 
facts have also been .supplied to the Council by the movers and by the 
Press. Can we throw the curtain over this tragic and heartless scene ? 
We listen still to the voice of the people demanding justice to them. 
The coolies have gone away with a feeling that the benign Government, 
the protector of life and proi>erty of the Indians, have not shown them 
any mercy hy giving concessions and allowances. The Indian subjects 
little understand the jKilicy of Government unless it is tinged with 
mercy. In the Council of administmtors of the country, their policy 
ought to be shaped, moulded and formulated on the ethics of humanity. 
The basis, the broad basis of British Government, is Justice. Any 
apprehension of the breach of this principle brings discredit to the 
administration. Whenever there is a wrong, or supposed wrong, the 
people look up to Government for help. If the policy of Government 
be not consonant with this popular view, which may be founded upon 
rumours or misapprehension of real facts and, if not tested by the Iqgic 
of facts, it is open to severe criticism. The i>eople have done so—a 
section of the Press has done so. Government have not listened to the 
voice of the people, for the voice of the people is the voice of God. The 
people have condemned the action of those men concerned in the Chund- 
pur affair—a strong condemnation. Government have not yet taken 
any action on the facts—dry, firm and solid facts. As a representative 
of the people, I wanted to know the real facts, by asking Government 
to lay on the table the correspondence between the Government of Assam 
and the Bengal Government, the con’espondence among the Planters’ 
Association and different local Governments and the officials. It has 
declined the production of these papers. This is a proof of the weakness 
of the case of the officials concerned. If we want to impress upon the 
people, that the version of the communique is correct, then there ought 
to be an open and public inquiry by the representatives of the people 
and also by a few officials on behalf of Government. If the result of the 
inquu^y of the committee shows that the picture is a true one, then tho.se 
who are guilty must be punished, for the sake of '^Justice,” to quote 
the words of His Excellency the Viceroy of India, if not from a humani- 


I am recommending the procedure of the appointment of a committee 
to secure the confidencse of the people who loudly demand for it. 

Mr. AJOY GHUNDER DUTTs I have listened with very great care 
to the numerous speeches that have been deUyered in this House 
both yestei*day and to-day and particularly to the very effective speech 
of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. I was much impressed by it but, I 
confess, I cannot say that I was convinced by his arguments; and this, 
for the simple reason that there are a number of broad, outstanding 
features in the Chandpur affair which cannot be explained away by mere 
statements made in the House, and can only he properly dealt with by a 
committee of inquiry. Hesides this, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler's 
statement in the House as also the statement that was published in the 
papers some weeks hack are silent on many important points in reference 
to which findings are necessary. 

Sir, a great deal has been said with reference to the mischief caused 
by non-co-operators in Chandpur. We are told that the non-co-operators 
went about the tea plantations and by fair words and false promises 
induced the unfortunate coolies to break their engagements with their 
employers. I need not deal with the numerous allegations against them, 
but I say, if half of these allegations are tnie, then the non-co-operators 
desei*vc the severest condemnation, and I for one shall certainly have no 
hesitation in openly condemning their conduct in reference to the Chand¬ 
pur affair. But that is not the issue before us. The issue before us is 
whether Government, or the local authorities, acted rightly in employing 
Gurkha troops for the purpose of removing the coolies from the station 
precincts on the night of the 20th. That is the only broad issue. It has 
been suggested that an inquiry at this stage would serve no useful pur¬ 
pose as the coolies have gone home and cannot he brought hack, and that 
therefore their evidence will not he available. I admit the force of that 
argument, but, at the same time, I think that it cannot be suggested that 
no evidence is available as to the nature of the wounds inflicted on the 
bodies of the unfortunate coolies. I understand that the evidence of the 
doctors who attended on them after the incident is available, and they 
are fully prepared to give their evidence before a committee of inquiry. 
However that may be, that is only one of the many issues. The nature 
of the injuries infiicted on the coolies raises only one issue, but there 
aro other issues besides, which are of equal importance and should he 
dealt with by a committee of inquiry, if a committee of inquiry is decided 
upon. Let me shortly state some of the more important issues upon which 
we want a decision. The first issue is whether the circumstances at 
Chandpur were such as to warrant the employment of Gurkha police in 
order to remove the coolies at 11 o’clock at night on the 20th Kay. I 
leave aside the question of violence altogether—I only ask if the circum- 



you to remember wbat has been happening in England recently. India 
is not the only place where trouble exists. Even to>day the coal strike 
is going on in England, and in Ireland, well, there is almost open rebel¬ 
lion. The GoTemment there have dealt with the situation with remark¬ 
able tact and self-restraint and I do not remember having read in any 
newspaper of that Government employing military force under conditions 
similar to those at Chandpur. It must be admitted that it was preposte¬ 
rous to allow the military police at dead of night to remove the coolies— 
men women and children—gathered on the railway premises. At most, 
the coolies may be charged with the guilty of trespass, if at ail, and noth¬ 
ing more than trespass; In this circumstance the measures that were 
adopted appear to be arbitrary and iniquitous. 

The local officers have been charged with high-handed excesses as 
regards the means they took to effect a clearance of the crowd from the 
railway premises. Now, a committee if appointed will sift the matter 
very thoroughly and many new facts will he brought to light. The uti¬ 
lity of a committee also lies in the fact that it will give the local officials 
concerned a chance of defending themselves, by stating the actual cii*- 
cumstances under which they acted, so that the public will be in a posi¬ 
tion to judge whether there was any justification for their conduct which 
has been so universally condemned. ’ Therefore I plead for a committee 
so that they may he given an opportunity of justifying themselves. 
Several speakers have given their opinion that the conduct of the local 
officials concerned in this lumeiiiahle affair is unworthy of them and it is 
but right and proper that they should he allowed to make their own state¬ 
ments. 

Now, Sir, there is another point upon which we want some informa¬ 
tion in reference to which the statement made by the llon’hle Sir Henry 
Wheeler in this House and that published in the papers here are both 
silent. And it is this. What was Mr. Maepherson doing at Chandpur 
during the days that he was there? We are told again and again that 
Government had adopted a policy of neutrality. 13ut what was the atti¬ 
tude of the local officials in their dealings with that gentleman? It 
seems to me that Mr. Maepherson was trying to take hack the coolies 
from Chandpur to the plantations and that the local officials were assist¬ 
ing him. I do not know how far the statements are true, and I think it is 
only fair to give these officials a chance of clearing themselves, if they 
can, of this charge. I shall not take up more time of the Coiincil with 
a recital of the numerous issues involved in the Chandpur affair, but 1 
may be permitted to say that the matter is one which requires to he 
thoroughly sifted, and I cannot understand why Government is so 
averse to the appointment of a committee, which alone can effect this 
purpose. 
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R«i JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Hr. Stark is willing 
to withdraw his motion and let Hr. Hullick have the opportunity of 
making a speech. 

The PRESIDENT: lam afraid I cannot allow that. 

On the motion being put a division was taken with the result that the 
motion for closure was declared lost. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI ! After the lengthy debate that 
we have had over these resolutions, I have got scarcely anything to say, 
but I should like to put in one or two words. We have all heard what 
the Hou’ble Sir Henry Wheeler had to say in hiff report. We have also 
heard the other parly—I mean the non-co-operation party—and I don’t 
think any gor>d will result from the appointment of any committee of this 
nature. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: There is no non-co-opera¬ 
tion party here. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We have read in the papers 
what the other party had to say. Then we have got almost all the facts 
before us, and further, in my opinion, a committee of inquiry would do 
no good whatever. So, in the absence of any other resolution in the 
agenda, 1 support that of Bahu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

However, 1 have one appeal to make to the Government officials. I 
appeal to them to exert their utmost and see that such incidents do not 
occur again; the recuirence of such incidents would only make the people 
lose all faith in the justice of British rule. We are the followers of the 
Sanatau Dharma and faith in kings is the part of our religion, and any 
incidents which will tend to strike at the root of such a faith cannot but 
be deplored by the people of this country. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution of Babu Jatindra 
Nath Basu. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I rise to support the resolution 
of Bahu Jatindra Nath Basu and oppose the other resolutions. Of course, 
the Chandpur afluii*, the attack on the night of the 20th Hay on the help¬ 
less and innocent people when they were sleeping to eject them—to evict 
them—from the railway premises sometimes at the point of bayonet and 
often by the butt-end of the guns by the military police is an outrage 
which no sane man can tolerate. I wish and 1 think it is the sense of 
the Council by the repeated closures that have been put and disregarded 
that we are ready, and we are all agreed,, to speak something with regard 
to the outrage that was committed upon these helpless people. Innocent 
females with their little children were sleeping in the railway premises 
and they were going to be evicted unmercifully by the military police. 


to this Council, and this Council, as the representative of the Province, 
cannot overlook that high-handed action on the paH of these Indian 
officials. That is the sense of this Council which I wish to impress upon 
you, and I think that is the message which we are to convey to the people 
and to the whole country. This, I think, is quite sufficient instead of 
instituting a committee of inquiry now. What would the committee of 
inquiry do P They are certainly not to go to Gorakhpur to see who the 
coolies were, who were assaulted, who were bayoneted, or who were beaten 
with the butt-end of the guns; the coolies have left the scene. 

It is said that Ihe electric light was put out, I think it is very unjust 
on the part of the people to surmise that the light was put out in order to 
commit that outrage. It may be that it was train time when there was 
electric light, and as soon as the train was gone, the light was put out. 
The non-cO-operators may say that it was for the purpose of committing 
the outrage that the light was put out. This is a very uncharitable way 
of judging things. 

Therefore, the outrage is the only subject for consideration before 
this House, and those officials who were connected with it are to he 
brought to hook if need be. It lies with the Government as well as with 
this Council to devise ways and means as to how to bring those officials 
to book. 

With these words, I support the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath 
Basu. 

g 

Miinshi MAKRAMALi addressed the Council in Bengali in support 
of the resolutions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLIGK: In reply to what has been 
said by the Hou’ble Sir Henry Wheeler in opix)siug my resolution T, 
first of all, beg to draw the attention of the House to two observations 
made by him which T do consider to be highly objectionable fi’om the 
point of view of those members who have moved these resolutions or 
others connected with them. 

These observations are—firstly, that “ the speeches of members 
supporting the resolution (for inquiries) indicate that in their request 
for an inquiiy in which some of these members would sit, they wanted 
to put in the opinion of these members and it was evident that it was 
not a request for an inquiry but a desire to express their condemnation/* 
and secondly, “ it would be evident from the exlracis (from the Indian 
papers quoted by the Hon’ble Member) that a deliberate attempt was 
made to use it as a weapon to caluminate the Government and that this 
superstructure of libellous misrepresentation had culminated in a demand 
for inquiry.** I would stop and ask the House to consider if this is not 
a direct attack upon the honesty of purpose which led those members 


that it had failed to command that confidence which' was expected of it. 
I ask the House to consider whether observations of this character 
which Sir Henry Wheeler thinks are the keystones on which he has 
built with great pride his wall of opposition to my resolution are at all 
justifiable by an Hon’ble Member. The attitude of Sir Henry Wheeler 
from the very beginning is one of special pleading. For reasons obvious 
to everybody—and I need hardly dilate on that—^he had lost all balance 
of judgment in this matter. Maledictions have been the very basis of 
his report and, I think, I should have been suiprised if the Hon'ble 
Member could have cast off that lamentable frame of mind and could 
have found his way to be more dignified or less malignant even in his 
observations in this House. Suffice it for myself and my friends, who 
have 8U])ported me, to say that I emphatically repudiate the sinister 
insinuations contained in those observations. 

As regards the specific items for clearing up of which 1 demand a 
committee of inquiry, out of the whole lot of them to which I have defi¬ 
nitely referrad, and others whi(;h 1 have suggested without elaborating, 
I find that Sir Henry Wheeler has taken up only three of them in his 
reply. First of all he has dealt with the question of bayonet wounds. 
He has said that he saw 16 wounded persons and made inquiries from 
the medical men who aiiondod them, and his opinion is that none of 
those wounds were bayonet wounds. In reply to that I beg to draw the 
attention of the House to the statements of some of these doctors which 
appeared in the newspaper of 19th June. I hope they will remove the 
misconception of my young friend, Mr. iSuhrawardy, as well as of 
elderly friends like Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. The first 
is of l)r. Jogesh Chandra Sur, who is the gentleman who, along with 
others, examinod many coolies, the number of whom was over 50 and 60 
the next morning, and his statement is this; “ T found punctured wounds 
on most of them probably caused by pointed weapons sucb as bayonets. 
The punctures were deep and the bleeding was profuse. The limbs and 
some parts of the body were in most oases covered with blood. Some 
wounds were bleeding even at the time of my examination.” And this 
examination had taken place twelve hours after. After this are we to 
accept the ipse dixit of Sir Henry Wheeler based on the hearsay evi¬ 
dence of sub-assistant surgeons? 

As regards the 15th of Sir Henry Wheeler’s cases, viz., that of the' 
girl of 8 years with a wound just below the right eye, the said doctor’s 
opinion is that it was a deep punctured wound caused probably by the 
end of a bayonet. As regards these punctured wounds his further state¬ 
ment is that these wounds could not have been caused by any other 
than a pointed weapon and, he adds, that some pointed weapon must 
have been used. This gentleman is an M.B. of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity and he and his assistants attended to 50 or 60 cases of wounds not 
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instanoeB the name, age, sex, residence and the name of the tea garden 
from which they came. In this connection, I also heg to refer next 
to the statement of Dr. Gurunath Bose, a medical practitioner of over 
20 years’ standing at Chandpur, who attended to some eight or ten 
coolies on the next morning between 7 and 9. He says, ** I remember 
that a female cooly had a contused wound on the left parietal region,” 
f.e., the left side of the head. He further says ** I found punctured 
wounds on the person of three or four coolies, one of them being Gulna 
who was present there.” Ho said he also found another female who 
had a ptinctured wound just above the left eyebrow. He fui'ther said 
that these fractured wounds were caused by a pointed weapon. There 
is also the statement of Norendra Kumar Brahmachari who is a B.Sc. 
with honours in Physiology and had appealed in the first M.B. Examina* 
tiou of the Calcutta University. Amongst other injuries of which he 
had given detailed description he found many instances of fractures, 
sprains and punctured wounds. In his statement he spoke of (1) Son- 
keli of the Bakhchhira garden who had a simple fracture of the radius 
bone (i.e., arm): (2) of Jugna Baluohera garden who had two frac¬ 
tures, one on the right ulna (hand) and the other on the right fibula 
(leg) bones which he says could have been caused by a lathi or the butt- 
end of a gun. He s])eak8 also of one'Monglie, a female coolie, of the 
Baluchera garden who had congestion of blood at several places all over 
her body, probably caused by innumerable lathi blows. 

On the face of such materials available is any man justified in say¬ 
ing, as Sir Hen^ Wheeler has said, that no bayonets were used, none 
of the wounds was severe and that there were .sufficient proofs that seri¬ 
ous injuries had never occurred? On these facts, I hcg to draw the 
attention of the House to the question raised by me as to whether tliere 
is or not ample room and necessity for an inquiry into the fact of bay¬ 
onets having been used. In thi.s connection I may, in passing, draw 
the attention of the House to the attitude of my hon’ble friend, 
Mr. Watson-Smyth. He exclaimed in the course of his speech to 8Ui»- 
port the burking of the proposed inquiry. “ What was done?” 
“ After all there was no great harm done and nohody was killed?” In 
his anxiety to oppose the inquiry and shut out the light he has out- 
Heroded Herod himself by laying down that there was nothing serious 
in the matter as no life was lo.st. I thank him very much for his great 
and .kind appreciation of the value of the life of a native, and I also 
thank him, on behalf of the coolies maimed and pierced, for his implied 
promise to take notice in future of any such iucident in which coolies 
may he maimed or pierced to actual death and that by the dozens. 

The next point that Sir Henry Wheeler has dealt with is the 
^estion of calling in the Gurkhas. He has said that there were onlv 




of a similar number in Comilla itself. This fact, I again say, requires 
an inquiry. Then Sir Henry Wheeler suggests that those 50 Gurkhas 
armed with bayonets were called in (I quote his language) to cope with 
the eoolies. To cope with the coolies is to my mind a ridiculous and a 
])r©po8terou8 expression. Assuming that there were 3,000 coolies (at 
least half of whom, if not more, were women and children, and to quote 
the words of that noble-hearted Englishman, the Most Reverend the 
Rishop of Assam who himself carried the cholera-stricken coolies and 
whose yet nobler wife tried by her devoted nursing to keep them away 
from death—he, that strong son of God and servant of Christ, has said— 
** the coolies of whom many were well, many more sick, many more 
quite emaciated ”)—this formidable army of 3,000 coolies, men, 
women and children, sick and emaciated, frail and miserable, was no 
doubt a very redoubtable set of people to cope with. It is a shame to 
coucseive an idea of this description andd;o bring down Gurkha soldiers 
to give them a charge at midnight. I am sure, »Sir, that since the days 
of Balaclava and Lord Raglan, and the famous charge of the Light Bri¬ 
gade, there has never been, in the history of the British ams, such a 
brilliant charge as that of the Gurkha Brigade on these valiant coolies. 
Sir, it has been said by Sir Henry Wheeler in his own report that only 
two companies of Gurkha soldiers, each consisting of eight to ten, were 
employed for the purpose of making this charge and his distinct state¬ 
ment is that the rest did not take part. In this circumstance, I would 
leave it to this hon^ble House to imagine for themselves if any case has 
been made out for calling in the Gurkhas, or, if it has been proved to 
their satisfaction that, in the districts of Chittagong and Comilla, 
there were not more than 22 armed polic;e constables available. It is 
admitted after all on the question of the fonieful opposition rendered 
by the coolies that the Gurkhas snatched their lathis away and hit them 
and their bundles with their own lathis. It is further admitted by the 
Hon’ble Member that the whole of the opposition of these forceful and 
formidable coolies was completely overcome in the course of a few 
minutes by 16 to 20 Gurkhas. What a tremendous opposition to cope 
with? The question that now arises with greater force after the reply 
of the Hon’ble Member, is whether this plea of the alleged insufficiency 
of the local armed police was true or whether the Gurkha soldiers were 
deliberately called in for quick and intensified action. Regard being 
had to the heart-felt appreciation of the glorious victory achieved by 
the valiant Gurkhas over their redoubtable cooly opponents (men, 
women, children and their luggage). I should not be surprised if a 
supplementary budget be placed in the next Council for erecting a 
Victory Memorial at- 

At this stage, the member reached the time-limit. 



The PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do so. 

At this stage as Babu datindra Nath Basil who was called upon •to 
reply was absent, the President called upon the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler to speak. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; May I rise to a ixiint 
of order? Is the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler entitled to speak again? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, under nile 41. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs Have T nut the right of 
reply? 

The PRESIDENT: I have treated all the motions, except No. 45, as 
amendments to No. 42. Therefore, the Rai Bahadur has no right of 
reply. The movers of Nos. 42 an^ 45 had the right of reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: 1 do not prox)ose to foUow 
Babu Surendra Nath Mulliok into the personal attacks on myself which 
he has seen fit to introduce in* his speech; I will only refer to the two 
remarks in particular to which he has taken 8UC5h grave exception, 
namely, firstly, that I should have said that the general tone of the 
speeches delivered in this Ohumher indicated raiher a desire fur condem¬ 
nation than a wish for an inquiry. It is true that I made that remark, 
and I muiutuin that it was justified. In'fact, it has been admitted hy 
more than one speaker that there has been an inquiiy, that we know 
sufficiently well what happened, and, as one speaker has even said, that 
tliere is nobody in this Council who is not agreed that the officials were 
all in the wrong. In the face of all that, I maintain that I was merely 
speaking with accuracy. 

Secondly, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has complained that I should 
have said that the campaign of exaggeration which was started in con¬ 
nection with this incident has culminated in this request for au inquiry. 
But, on Friday, 1 gave lengthy details to the Council of what exaggera¬ 
tions and misrepresentations had actually been put about, and I support¬ 
ed my contention with quotations of chapter and verse. We have seen 
the effect of that campaign reflected in many of the speeches that we 
have heard during these two days, namely, that it is assumed that there 
must have been some basis for these appalling charge.s that have been 
made. Nay, further, Bahu Surendra Nath Mullick, in spite of all that 
has been explained, would still apparently repeat that many of them 
were true. In that sense, I again maintain that the campaign of cal¬ 
umny, which was started in so many quarters the moment this incident 
occurred, has met with success in so far as it has misled the minds of 
many. 

I have already dealt with this matter at length. I have endeavoure<l 
to picture the atmosphere which was created immediately after the 


bringinff it down from the realms of rhetoric and oratory to a plain state- 
mdht of fact. I have dealt with most of the leading points that were 
brought forward. I have endeavoured to explain why the military police 
were brought in on the night of the 20th, namely, for the reason that, 
looking to the size of the crowd of coolies the authorities had to deal 
with, and looking to their behaviour on the night of the 19th, it was 
apprehended (and not unreasonably) by the local officers that they had 
not sufficient men to undertake deiinite action against the crowd in 
order to move* them from the station premises. We have been told by 
Professor Mukherji that there was no evidence that the police on the 19th 
failed to preserve order; but surely when you have the subdivisional 
officer having to run in the face of an uruly crowd armed with latliisy 
to take refuge in a flat and to draw up the gangway in order to ensure his 
protection, it can scarcely be said that what an ordinary man would call 
peace and order prevailed. 

Then, again, T have dealt with the matter why action was taken at 
night instead of being deferred till the next morning—a matter which, 
I am quite aware, has been viewed with some concern by many. But, 
perhaps, 1 failed on Priday to emphasise a point which is worth remem- 
lieriug, and that is the somewhat peculiar train arrangements that obtsiin 
at Chandpur. The two boats that come from Narainganj and Goalundo 
come in in the evening somewhere in the neighbourhood of 9 o'clock; 
after which two trains are despatched—one to Chittagong, leaving at 
hours, and the other to Assam, leaving at about 20-40. Prom the 
other direction a slow train comes in just a little after midnight, and the 
Chittagong mail and the Assam mail at about 4 o'clock in the morning. 
The traffic of the station is, therefore, conducted during the night. 
The boats which bring in the mails from Narainganj and Goalundo at 
about 9 o’clock have to wait there all night to take away the mail at 
u o'clock the next morning. The risk, therefore, of disorder at the 
station and of the rushing of the bouts, which had actually occurred on 
the previous night, existed during the night hours and not during the 
day; and it was largely in the fear of a repetition of the incidents of 
the 19th that the authorities decided, in the course of the 20th that, 
as soon as the forces at their disposal were sufficient, it was essential 
that they should move the coolies away from the station. 

I have dealt further with the story of the water-logged football 
ground and also with the legend of the lights. I have dealt at much 
length—and that apparently to little purpose—^with the question of the 
wounds. We are still again told by Babu Sureudro Nath Mullick that 
the wounds were numerous and serious, despite the evidence I have given 
that the first story of hundreds of wounds, etc., came down at my ins¬ 
pection to the production of 16 men bearing injuries of the' character 
which I have described in my report. I admit that there were state- 
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alleged in speeclies, you will l)elieYe that men were killed others drowned, 
and bahie8>4;rampled upon. 1 can only quote the evidence in support ol 
my view and press that, when I made ah inspection ten days after tiie 
incident, at a time when it was known that I desired to see anybody 
who had been wounded, not more than sixteen injuries could be shown 
to me and the stories of drowning and killing were abandoned. It has 
I)articularly around the anger of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray that I 
should describe that it was difficult for a small statiired Gurkha to inflict 
with a bayonet a small superficial wound on the top of the head of a 
fairly tall man, and he has asked whether I considered the possibility 
that the man was sitting or lying on the ground. I did consider that 
contingency, but the wound was about half an inch deep and an inch 
long; had there been a lunge with a bayonet at the head of a man on the 
ground one' would rathei* have expected to have found the skull split. 
The same applies to the case of the abrasion on the eye of a girl of about 
eight years; unless these “ rough and brutal ’’'Gurkhas can handle their 
bayonets with the dexterity of a surgeon using a lancet in an operation, 
it is not possible that they could have driven a bayonet into this child’s 
eye, and for her to have appeared before me after ten days with the 
wound practically cured aTid the eye clear and intact. It is noticeable 
that in the rejwrt of the non-official committee which has appeared in 
the newspapers to-day only three specific cases of bayonet wounds are 
alleged. 

So much for the points with which I have dealt before, and as there 
are a few points which, I find, I did not'mention, I will run over them, 
lest it be said that I have no answer available. 

I have been asked why Government changed its policy about repa¬ 
triation? It has been argued that Mr, I)e, Mr. "Wares and Mr. Sinha 
must have acted originally with our authority in repatriating the first 
hatch of coolies, and it is therefore surmised that some change came 
over us, which, it is argued, must have been due to the malign influence 
of Mr. Maopherson. May I repeat that Mr. De and the local officials 
did act at first entirely on their own authority, and that we never beard 
of the action they had taken until it was an accomplished fact; as soon as 
we did hear we issued orders to the effect that we were unable to accede 
to a policy of repatriation at the cost of Government. 

Another point in that connection on which stress has been laid is 
why was Mr. Maepherson allowed to go to Chandpur? It seems to me 
to be rather overlooked that there were two sides to the question. 
Assuming that it was a labour dispute, there was the case of the employ¬ 
er and there was the case of the employed. Mr. Maepherson was repres¬ 
enting the case of the employers, and I can see nothing strange in that, 
on behalf of those whom he represented, he should want to go to Chandpur 
himself to see what was happening. He went there neither under the, 


in the matter of the issue of free passages, we really cannot prevent a 
Kuropean going to Sealdah and taking a ticket for Chandpur if he wishes 
to do so. 'S 

Further, it lias been asked why was Mr. Macpherson at the station 
on the evening of the lOthP Since I returned from Darjeeling, I had 
the advantage of seeing Mr. Macpherson—a gentleman whom I had never 
seen before. He told me that when the row broke out at the station 
Mr Hope came to the Subdivisioual Officer’s bungalow and asked for 
assistance. He along with two other gentlemen went merely as public- 
spirited citizens to help in restoring order. That is the simple explana¬ 
tion of his presence on that night. He was there for the laudable 
purpose of tryijig to help in restoring order at a place where trouble and 
disorder were in progress. 

The last point, although I have already alluded t« it in my original 
report, is why was nothing done to help the wounded on the night of 
the 20th ? The reason was, as given in my report, that the authorities 
were not aware that injuries of a serious kind had been inflicted, and 
neither were medical facilities available at night. Next morning they 
did what they could in sending to inquire about the wounded, but every 
obstacle was placed by the non-co-operation party in the way of their 
attending to the wounded or giving any help iu the mattei*. 

I think that sums up the main detailed points which have been 
touched upon in the course of this debate. But I would like to invite the 
attention of the Council to certain rather sweeping general propositions, 
to which various speakers have sought to commit us in the considera¬ 
tion of this matter. They seem In me to be propositions which go 
rather far, and which, when stated in cold , blood, might have somewhat 
far-reaching consequences. Apparently—I quite recognise that the 
majority of the Council is against me in this matter—but apparently 
it is held that if in the course of a labour dispute any body of men go to 
a railway station and say they will remain there until they are taken 
to their homes, it is the duty of the Government to pay their fares. 
That seems to me to be a curious proposition. It has been also argued 
that if the same body of men decline to move, no action is to be taken to 
make them do so. Now, this has been argued about Chandpur. Chand- 
pur is a long way from Calcutta and in a part of the province which, in 
.some quarters, possibly, is regarded as somewhat backward. But sQpjws- 
ing the same thing took place at Howrah; Howrah is an airy well-venti¬ 
lated place, much better probably than the habitations of many of the out¬ 
side lalwiirers who work in Calcutta: suppose a large number of labourers 
were to go down to Howrah and squat there; 

[At this stage the Hon’ble Member reached the time-limit.] 

Tho PRESIDENTS 1 allow you to go on. 



The PRESIDENTS 1 have allowed him to go'on. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKs Thank you, Sii'. 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Suppose everybody who 
wanted logo 1o liis railway carriage had to walk between lines of pc-lice 
to get there. We can easily imagine what sort of outcry would be 
raised, and the tenure of office of the Commissioner of Police, or what¬ 
ever official could not manage to move those men away, would be decid¬ 
edly precarious. 

The next pvposition is apparently that if officials charged with res¬ 
ponsibility for the peace and good order of the distiict attempt to move 
such men, they arc to be stigmatised as criminals and demands are to be 
made in this Council for what has been described us tbeir “condign pun¬ 
ishment.** Is that the proposition that is to be known to all in this 
province as finding favour in the eyes of this Council? 

We have had other curious theories propounded. As I have ali-eady 
mentioned, we have it laid down that in a dispute between labour and 
capital, although the labourers may be under influences of various un¬ 
desirable kinds, yet on the side of the employer nobody is to ai>proach 
them: they are merely to be let alone. Then we arc told‘that if the 
conduct of an official is called in question it shows a “lack of states¬ 
manship’* for an inquiry to be made by the officials to whom he is res¬ 
ponsible. Indeed, if we are to meet the wishes of Kumar Shib Sliek- 
hareswur Bay, it is intolerable that any tiUempt should he made on the 
part of an official to defend that conduct. T am told that my report, 
which merely pretendotl to l-e a straightforward and siraide statement 
of fact, far from allaying public anxiety has inflamed the public mind. 
I hesitate to believe that a plain statement of fact would have that 
result even in this province. 

I again urge iijmn the Council that they should endeavour to view this 
matter in a reasonable aspect free from the prejudices and misrepresent¬ 
ations that have sprung up around it. I further ask them to endeavour 
to look at it partly from the point of view of the officials. It is no plea¬ 
sant task for any man to have to restore law and order in his district. 
It is not a pleasant task for any man to he asked to deal with the situa¬ 
tion that arose in Chandpur. We believe, and we have given reasons for 
our belief, that our offitdals endeavoured to deal with the situation in a 
reasonable manner; and in doing so they took a certain amount of res¬ 
ponsibility for the acts they did. Officials, like other people, can be divi¬ 
ded into three kinds. There is a minority of sufficient strength of mind 
and character to be willing to take responsibility under any circum¬ 
stances; there is a minority of sufficient weakness of character and lack 
of strength of mind to take responsibility under no circumstances; and 
there is the majority which, assxired and supported by a sense of disci- 
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will in an emergency take responsibility upon tbemselrM. But there 
can be nothing more destructive to the morale of that majority if they 
are .to act in fear of being stigmatised as criminals, as has been the case 
more than once in the course of this debate. 

The PRESIDENT: I think, first of all, I ought to say that there 
has been only one speaker on the Government side and, therefore, I 
thought it my duty to give the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler all the 
opportunity he wanted to place the views of the Government before the 
House. T now come to the question of votes. What I propose to do is 
this: resolution No- 45 is different from the rest. I will therefore 
deal with Nos. 42, 43, 44, 46, 47 and 48 together. These involve three 
main points and it would be desirable and convenient to divide them 
into these three points which would be put to the Council separately 
one by one. The first point is whether there should be a committee. 
The next is what should the constitution of that committee be, and tbe 
third point is the terms of reference to tbe committee. 

I now put the first point to vote:— 

‘This council recommends to the Government that a committee 
he appointfed to inquire into the Chandpur affair.’* 

Those who are in favour of the appointment of a committee will say 
“Aye”—those who are against it will say “No.” 

A division was then taken with the following result:— 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahmtd, Mauivi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmtd, Mauivi Raft Uddin. 

Ahmtd, Munshi Jafar, 

Al«y, Bhaikh Mahbeob. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 
Bhattaoharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Charmahar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kiihori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Aihutosh. 

DO, Babu Fanindralai. 

Dut^ Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Ottt^ Babu Annmfa Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuihan. 

Janah, Babu ftarat Chandra. 

Karim, Mauivi Fazlal. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raftquo uddin. 

Khan, Hr. Razaur Rahman. 


Makramali, Munihi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu ftarat Chandra. 
Mullieh, Babu fturtndra Nath. 

Nakoy, Hirza Muhammad Ali, 

Nasktr, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Pahiowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray, Babu Bhabondra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu fturtndra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar fthib fthokharoswar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Roy, Babu dosandra Nath* 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Mr, Tarit Bhuuin. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath, 
ftarkar, Babu Rithindra Nath, 
ftinha, Babu fturtndra Naraytn. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waaimuddin. | Barton, Mr. H. 


Bos«, Mr. t. H. 

Clwudhurii B«bii nnkftnath. 

ChftudhHri, Mauivi Shah Mubamnad. 
chaudhuri) th* Hon’bir tbt Na«ab tai^^d. 

Nawab Al}» Khan Bahadur. 

Oaahrani Mr. A. 

Currit, Mr. W. C. 

Datf Babu Bhithmadtv. ' 

Da«i Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oat Gupta. Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Dty, Mr. G. G. 

Danald, Mr. 4 , 

Faraqui, K. Q. M. 

Chatakf Rai Sahib Nilmani. 

ChOM, Mr. O. 0. 

ChdM. Rai Bahadur dogtndra Chundtr. 
Gupta. Mr. N. B. 

Hack Mauivi A. K. Fail>ui. 

Hgpkynt. Mr. W. S. 

Hurntlt. Mr. W. W. 

Huo. Maulvf Ckramul. 

JamM. Mr. R. H. L. ungfdrd. 

Ktrr, th« Hon'bit Mr. 4 . H 
Khan. Babu Dtvtndra Lai. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 


Larmour. Mr. F. A. 

Lata. Mr. 0. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tht Han’Mt. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKtniia, Mr. D. F. 

Mitttr, tha Han’bla Mr. F. C. - 
Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhan. 

MukharJI. Froteuar B. C. 

O'Kinaaiy Lt^Jal. Fradariek. 

O'Mattay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha Han’bia Sir Abd-ur. 

Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray. Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunith 
Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. J. E, 

Ray, Raja Manitall Singh. 

Stark. Mr. H, A. 

Suhrawardy. Or. Hattan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Wattan*Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Whaalar, tha Han'bia Sir Hanry. 
wardtwerth, Mr. W. 0. 

55, the motion was lost. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 


The PRESIDENT* The first motion being lost, the other connected 
motions also fail. I will now put No. 46 which runs as follows;— 

“This Council recommends to the C^ove^nment that such action be 
taken as t'egards the conduct of the local officials in the matter of the 
ejectment of the coolies and their families from the station at Chandpur 
on the 20th May, 1921, as will prevent the recurrence of similar inci¬ 
dents.*' 

The motion was agreed to. 


Scarcity in Khulna. 

Rw RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs “ This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that they be pleased to take the necessary 
steps for supplementing the efforts of the Tiocal Relief Committees, with 
a view to mitigating the distress caused by the prevailing scarcity in 
Khulna.** 

Sir, the resolution which I have moved is a non-political and nour 
controversial one. It is a resolution which voices the demand of the 
people for co-operation in the noble work of relieving the distress of 
starving humanity and I feel sure the Government in both branches of 
diarchy will come forward with outstretched hands of sympathy, fellow- 
feeling and co-operation with my countrymen. That there is an acute 
distress is admitted on all hands. lieaders of public opinion, represen¬ 
tatives of the people, men who have ho bias against the Government, 
iTBu who are profoundly moderate in their views and expressions, mpn 
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heart of the dietricts have home testimony to the distress that is preTail- 
in^ there and have demanded larger and -more active co*operaiion for 
the alleviation of the misery. Men like Sir P. C. Roy, Rai Amrita Lai 
Bahadur—President and Vice President of the District and Local 
Board—active co-operators in public welfare assembled in public meet¬ 
ings and in public appeals have emphasised the need of a more liberal 
policy in dealing with the Khulna distress. I hold in my hand a state¬ 
ment which shows that an area covering about nearly 560 square miles 
in Khulna consisting of 300 villages is very badly aiffected. This area 
lies within the jurisdiction of the police-stations Bigacha, Ashapur, 
Shamsagar Magura in the Satkhira subdivision. The population of the 
affected area is nearly 400,000, of which 200,000 are badly affected. The 
devastating cyclone in the month of October 1919 was mainly respon¬ 
sible for the famine. It altogether ruined the country. Moreover the 
cyclone was attended with tidal waves which, overflowing embankments, 
entered the fields and deposited large layers of salt on the soil. The 
failure of crops in 1920 was due to insufficient rainfall. The people made 
three successive attempts for growing crops, but were baffled in their 
endeavours to produce them on account of the deposit of salt. Seed¬ 
lings failed to germinate. The result was that the famine, which set in 
1919, increased in 1920. I am informed that there were deaths from 
starvation in the village of Gojura within the police-station of Kaligar 
which were known to the .district authorities. Relief was given at the 
time by the District Board and Government. Since 1920 the distress is 
gradually growing in intensity and acuteness, and a vigorous policy to 
relief and succour is urgently needed. The public have organised relief 
committees and have been granting relief to the extent of Rs. 20,000 or 
more. X understand from the reports received from local centres that 
they are not able to supply more than one seer of rice to each individual 
for a week and which amounts to about a little more than a chittack per 
diem. The result is that those unfortunate people have to go without 
rice for half a week. The District Board has made a free distribution 
of 180 maunds of rice and sold 84 maunds at Rs. 2 per maund and Gov¬ 
ernment, I am told, has advanced a takavi loan of Rs. 20,000 at the rate 
of Rs. 10 to each man. This loan, as I understand, is being issued to 
those who have agricultural lands, but those who are landless are left to 
starve and to die. Even this loan which is given for the purpose of cul¬ 
tivation is defrayed to the purchase of rice to satisfy the grievances of 
hunger. I believe, therefore, that an advance has been or will be made, 
but this sum is quite inadequate and will not help those who are not in 
possession of land. Some very heart-rending description is coming 
from the people ministering to the wants of the distressed. It is stated 
that they are so poor and impoverished that they are unable to cover 
nudity, that they are living on dried fruits and leaves and the diseases. 


I now turn to tlie official version as publislied in tbe communique. 
It has been admitted that there was a failure of crops in 1919*20, but 
it makes the amazing statement that, but for fruits, milk and fish, there 
would have been starvation. Surely, Sir, Khulna is an enviable place 
to Hve in. With delicious food, live fish and cream milk it affords a 
great temptation to the people in other parts of the presidency. It is 
a delightful place to live in as the elysium of Bengal. Our country is 
called Sonar Bangla. We have not seen it in our life time. It is a sort 
of mythology to us, but it seems that according to description given 
in the communiquiy all the glories of the Sonar Bangla are still retained 
in some centiul place in the provinc^e. We are told however that no 
fiiiits worth the name can be had in the affected areas and cocoahut trees, 
the finits 5f which supply nourishment to the t)eople, cannot be had in 
the affected parts. There may be a few date trees, but people cannot 
live on date fruits. There is plenty of fish and some of the fish pre¬ 
served are zamindari properties and it is not available to the public at 
large. As regards milk there are very few cows in the affected areas. 
4gricuUuri8ts have sold their cows to buy rice and no milk can be had 
for the poor people. If milk can be had for the asking as the Collector 
has put it, may I ask how is it that the Collector himself purchased a 
thousand bottles of Horlick’s Milk for the preservation of children? 
To add to the misery of the people, milch cows were washed away by the 
cyclone of 1919. I would therefore respectfully submit this, Sir, for the 
consideration of Government and, I am sure, that help will be 
forthcoming to render more liberal tahavi loan for the purchase of cattle 
and seed; secondly, gratuitous distribution of food and cloth in co¬ 
operation with local charities; thirdly, medical relief in which, I am 
sure, our popular Minister in charge of Public Health is foremost; 
fourthly, the construction of huts for shelter of the homeless; and fifthly, 
embankments to shut out salt water. In conclusion, I desire to say 
that here is a work of mercy and humanity in which the people are 
clamouring for Government co-operation. We have got responsible 
government partly conducted by the representatives of the people and 
partly by the bureaucracy. I do not know whether the famine is a 
transferred subject and whether it is administered by our Ministers or by 
a Member of the bureaucracy. I am not sure in whose hands this subject 
is and if it is a reserved subject and is in the hands ol the Hon’ble Mem¬ 
ber who is not the elect of the people, I am sure, Members of Govern¬ 
ment, to whichever department of administration they may belong to, are 
all animated with a single-minded desire to serve the people, to alleviate 
their distress and to promote their well-being.. Co-operation should be 
our watchword. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQs I rise to say a few words in support 
of this resolution. I have been to some parts of the district and I have 


the affected areas. It is true that relief measures haye been started by 
organisation in the district and some relief is being giyen by Goyem- 
ment, but with all that, the relief that is being given is quite inade¬ 
quate. There are two ways to my mind in which Goyernment may 
help the people of this district. First, by giving some grant from pro¬ 
vincial revenues and, if that is not possible or if sufficient money be not 
forthcoming, Government may organize relief measures in a large scale 
just as was done during the cyclone of 1919. Sir, something ought to 
be done. The distress is really very acute and the efforts of private 
charity should be supplemented by grants, if possible, from provincial 
revenues. 

With these few words, I beg to support this resolution. 

• 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: It is no doubt a happy 
sign of the times that a representative of the metroi)olis has been pleased 
to move for the relief of the Khulna distress—a mufassal misfortune. 
It is also a matter of satisfaction to me that Khulna has after all attract¬ 
ed the attention of the representatives and of the Government of Bengal. 

One of my very first questions. Sir, in this Council, asked at the 
meeting of the 7th February last, was as to the districts in which there 
has been a partial failure of crops. My object was, of course, to elipit 
information about Khulna and to know how. far the Government was 
aware of the true state of things in the interior of this province. But 
although the Government was pleased to name five districts only in 
which it was admitted there has been a partial failure of the rice crops, 
yet the name of Khulna was not even mentioned in the said reply. I 
failed in my object then, but now the Government naively admits in its 
communique that in the Khulna district the crops have failed not for 
this year only, but for two years. 

Then again. Sir, in connection with my motion for the reduction of 
the Survey Settlement expenses this year, while I pleaded for the exclu¬ 
sion of Khulna I again endeavoured to draw the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment to this state of things in Khulna, but in vain; not one responsive 
echo did I hear; on the contrary my suggestion was criticised by a 
European member as a zamindar motion. 

Now, however, the distress has become acute and come to a head, 
has attracted public attention and enlisted public sympathy in and out¬ 
side the Council. The cry for relief has gone forth and it is estimated 
that about 200,000 people are in tbe throes of a famine. 

In such circumstances what has the Government done, and what 
does it propose to do now with regard to the immediate future? All 
that it has done up to date towards relief is summed up in the comm/uni- 
qu4 thus:— 

The Ckimmissioner of the Presidency Division in the latter part of April idlotted 

Ttff. 20.non tn irhnlnA DtafHnt fnr t.hn Hiafrihniimi nf T.Anna 'Tk.. 



The commvniqvS, however, doe^ do! say in what shape relief will be 
given by this latter sum and if it is also to be distributed as takavi loan. 
It is also silent on a very material point, viz., what does it propose to do 
with regard to the immediate future to enable these distressed people 
to keep their bodies and souls together in the coming months till the next 
harvest. After minimising the gravity of the situation, the Govern- * 
ment of Bengal thinks it fit to leave the matter to private charity. To 
all further questions and appeals it has got one answer—“ See the 
coviinuniqu6.” 

But how has this covimuniquS been received? How far has it been 
able to allay the public anxiety and satisfy the public demand fur help? 
Well, the Khulna Peoples* Association maintains in spite of it that 
** there is starvation going on jji the affected area and that the issue of 
such a communique will greatly hamper the works of relief? And if 
*8 UcK were the views of the Khulna Peoples* Association with regard to 
the communiqu6j Sir P. C. Boy referring to it is reported to have said 
“ he did not believe before that so many falsehoods conld be crowded 
within the limits of a single document.** 

As regards the intensity and extensity of the prevailing distress 
re]K)rted in his appeal to the public, but in a way denied or a least 
unacknowledged by the Goveniment ‘ communiqui, be is further 
Imported to have said that ** he hud passed all his life in the chemical 
laboratory and measured things by chemical balance and made bis calcu¬ 
lations accurate to the fourth place of decimal. Was it to be expected 
of him that he would make a statement without fully knowing the 
matter.** 

After this only one question is possible: Is the country, or are its 
representatives in the Council, going to disbelieve Sir P. C. Boy, its 
scientist—its pride—one of its most accurate obseiwers and sincei’est 
workers? If not, should we be satisfied with the meagre help that has 
been given by the Government and its uncertain attitude abo\it the 
future? If not, we can only insist upon a correct appreciation and recog¬ 
nition of the famine condition which is liound to grow in volume and 
intensity in course of every coming month and Upon organisation of 
adequate relief measures till the next harvest. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution that has just been 
very ably moved by Bai Badha Oharan Pal Bahadur. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 rise to support the motion. It is not 
necessary to make a long speech at this stage. We know that when 
there is distress in any Christian countiy'^ in Europe other countries 
come to their help, hut unfortunately we have no pros^iect of help from 
outside, and so in order to relieve the distress of our own men the 



Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROYS I have much pWsure in associat¬ 
ing myself with the resolution before the Council. The famine in 
Khulna has assumed alarming proportions and independent inquiries 
made personally and through a co-worker by that eminent scientist Sir 
PrafuUa Chandra Roy go to show how people are suffering. Sir Pra- 
fuUa Chandra has even challenged the truth of the communique issued 
by the Government of Bengal. But we, in this Council, need not con¬ 
cern ourselves with that controversy. We take it that both the 
Government and Sir PrafuUa Chandra want to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people in the famine-stricken area. The District Magistrate has 
admitted that private help is useful. It is to me a matter of -surprise 
that this matter was not taken up more earnestly earlier. The grant 
made by the Government seems inadequate. And I hope Government 
will take further necessary steps to mitigate the dLstress caused by the 
inrevailing famine in parts of the Khulna distiict. 

Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: I heg to support the 
resolution moved hy Rai Radha Charan Pul Bahadur. 1 come from a 
place where the distress prevails and has been prevailing for more than 
a year. It is not a question whether the facts are exaggerated or sup- 
X)resKed. It is now a question of humanity. The high prices of all the 
necessaries of life made the people almost helpless. The last c.yclone 
with a tidal wave and successive failure of crops for the last two years 
have only intensified their misery. I am thankful to the Government 
for the steps they have already taken. Tt has been stated in reply to 
my question that about 2,500 people have been reduced to abject 
poverty. The number is not insignificant,’ and what I want to press 
upon the attention of Government is that a sum of Rs. 20,000 can 
hardly provide the needs of 2,500 pco^de. More money is needed to 
feed them till the nest harvest. Arrangements must also have to be 
made for agricultural loans without which, I am afraid, they would 
not be able to grow their paddy. Then there is a scarcity of cloth to 
which mention has been made in the Government communiquS. Gov- 
einmcnt admits that there is need of private charity. What I would 
ask the Government to do is to do their duty independently of private 
charity. Let the State save the people from starvation leaving their 
comforts to the generous public. With these words I commend the 
resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 P.M., on Tuesday, the 12th 
July, 1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 

provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 12th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Presents 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 97 nominated and 
elected members. 

The PRESIDENT (the HoiPbte Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

Before proceeding to the business of the day, 1 wish to read to you a letter 
which I have received from His Excellency: 

^‘It has been brought to my notice that owing to the resignation by 
Mr. Hhodes of his seat in the Legislative Council, the Standing Committee 
attached to the Commerce and Marine Department is now vrithout a 
reiuesentative of European commercial interests. I have accordingly 
decided to appoint Mr. W. C. Currie to> the Committee in succession to 
Mr. Rhodes; dnd 1 shall be obliged if you will be so good as to communL 
cute this appointment to the liegislative Council.” 

The discussion on the resolution relating to the scarcity in Ehulna 
was resumed. 


Scarcity in Khulna. 

Rar JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I support this reso¬ 
lution but I am afraid it is of an indefinite kind. The Government may 
very well say—we shall make every endeavour.” But as there is no 
better one, I must support this resolution. I am, with regard to this 
resolution, in a very unfortunate position. I happen to he on^ of the 
zamindars of the locality affected by this famine or distress. My name 
has been dragged in public meetings and newspapers in this connec¬ 
tion. So, 1 stand as an accused. For the last two years, there has been 
a partial failure of crops in that part of the country. I own there only 
60 mouzas. Fortunately, most of them are in Patni. This year I did 
not realise about Bs. 30,000, indeed the whole of my rental fi^m that 
zamindari, but I had to pay the Government revenue from my own 
pocket and the*roBd cess still remains to be paid. This is the lot of most 
zamindars of Ehulna this year. 

There has been no famine but a great distress. The able-bodied men 


because there has been a failure of the crops. We are thankful to the 
generous public who have helped us and are trying to help us but we, 
xamindars, can only do what lies in our power. From one mouza of mine 
alone about Bs. 800 has been asked by the tenants as an advance. Now, 
you can just imagine what a large amount of money I shall have to 
advance. Where is the money to come from? What am I tq 
do? But the philanthropists should remember that this is the time of 
stress. Koney, if at all advanced, should be advanced within a week 
because crops failed last year. Tenants want money for meeting the 
expenses of cultivation and unless they get the advance within a week, 
they would not be able to cultivate their lands. I am fully conscious of 
that fact and I hope those gentlemen who wish to help us and the Gov¬ 
ernment should bear this fact in mind, that whatever they do must be 
done promptly, say, within a fortnight at the most. I have told you our 
difficulties. I keenly feel the humiliation of zaroindars that other people 
should come forward and say we are holding public meetings to help 
your tenants.” Beally 1 am not at all pleased hut what is to be done? 

There is another matter in this connection which 1 must mention. 
The land on both sides of the river Kapatakhi has been subject to chronic 
failures of crops. On the banks of this river, celebrated in the poems of 
our greatest Bengali poet Michael Madhusudhan Ihitt, are many histori¬ 
cal places. There is Pratapnagar founded by, and named after, Pratapa- 
ditya and there is another village Kulyanpur, named after his son Kal- 
yan, both within my zamindari. These historical places were once lands 
overflowing with milk and honey. The crops never failed there because 
Kapatakhi had sweet water, hut the upper reaches of it have dried up. 
Now Kapatakhi has become a salt water river. What I say is that an 
advance of Bs. !^>000 or so this year or the next will not help us; unless 
we can make sweet water flow in Kapatakhi as in the past years, the 
case is a hopeless one. The upper reaches of the Bhairab, of which 
Kapatakhi is a branch, should he cleared and the beds of Bhairab and 
Kapatakhi should be dredged, and should be so dredged that Kapatakhi 
might again have sweet water. The word Kapatakhi means the river 
with clear and limpid water like the eyes of a pigeon. I do hope that it 
will again be the same beautiful river as described by Michael Madhu¬ 
sudhan Dutt with clear and limpid water. 1 therefore press upon Govern¬ 
ment to take this matter up not only in its present aspect hut also to look 
to the future. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs I am extremely scrry to find 
that a r^resentative zamindar should oppose a resolution of ^s kind. 

Ral JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs Who opposed it? 
T did not. 

^ Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAS I-beg his pardon. I could not 


to open the eyes of Government to the necessity of relieving distress. 
The primary duty of the Government is to protect life and pioperty^ and 
T cannot understand why the Government should take such a callous 
attitude where the life of even a single person may be in danger of being 
jeopardised on account of the distress, now prevailing in Khulna. I 
have not a personal knowledge of the place but it is not necessary to 
have a personal knowledge in view of the statements made by Sir V. C. 
Boy—than whom I do not know a better lover of the country. 1 can> 
not understand the attitude taken ii.p by the District Magistrate of 
Kl^ulna in this matter. 1 confess, Sir, that when 1 read the descrip- 
tion of the distressed area of Khulna in«the Government communique, 
when I read that there were plenty of fruits to be hud and that the 
fish were dying to he caught, so to say, and milk could be had for the 
mere asking, I opened my e^es in wonder and thought whether the 
promised land of the Bible had arrived at last, and whether the land 
fiowing with milk and honey had appeared in Khulna; and 1 felt tempted to 
l>ecome a tenant of my friend Bai Jogendra Chundcr Ghosc Bahadur. 
I cannot understand why the District Magistrate should have taken the 
trouble of describing the condition of this (li.strict in such glowing 
terms. Was his prestige at stake that he had to belittle the distress 
and aunounce to the world that all was well with his district P Wbat 
sort of pi'estige is this that runs roughshod over truth, for the truth of 
his statemeiits has been seriously challenged and severely condemned by 
a great lover of truth like Sir P. C. Boy? The whole country knows 
whoso statement to believe, Sir P. C. Boy^s or that of the author of the 
official statement? Where is that prestige of the District Magistrate 
now, which he was probably so anxious to show to an admiring world? 
How long shall we have to go on telling the Government that the days 
.of false prestige are no more? Pacts have to be faced bravely and 
manfully. It does nobody any good to shrink from the truth; with the 
Jteforins, let us kill the old fetish of false prestige. 

It is not as if the Government had no notice of the distress that was 
going to occur in Khulna. My revered friend and leader, Babu Kisbori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, asked some questions on the Ist of April regarding 
the failure of the rice crops in Khulna and suggesting the desirability 
of taking relief measures. How did Government meet his question? 
Did it meet it in the right spirit of making suitable tu'rangements for 
a difficult situation? The reply to Kishori Balm’s question was of the 
same stereotyped nature. The Government admitted that there had 
been a failure of crops in certain areas but that the average outturn for 
the whole district was 92 per cent. Average returns, printed in statis¬ 
tical reports, look very pretty, but they do not save the bVes of the 
people, whose crops have failed. I ask this Council in all seriousness, 
are questions and answers in this Council to bo at uterual Icggerhpads 



1 ask the Goyemment to put more heart in the administration. The 
heart of the people is in the right place. Let the Government have the 
heart to recognise it and all will be well. 1 believe that there is a large 
amount of money in the famine fund and that most of it was put in the 
famine insurance fund, believing that there would be no necessity for 
utilising it during the current year; but in view of the great distress, 
uhich no doubt prevails in this district, may I suggest to the Govern¬ 
ment that some part of this fund may, at least now, be utilised for this 
noble and benevolent purpose? 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I rise 1b support! the 

j'esolution. My excuse for asking a question, which was answered on 
the Ist April, was tliat I had some knowledge of the luufassal life and 
1 know what failure of crops for two years means. In my district, some 
years ago, we had similar difficulties and we saw that GovemTnout had 
got a {leculiai' idea uf the difference between privation and starvation, 
in that idea Government is rather slow to accept the famine condition 
and declare famine at once. It was for this reason that I put a ques¬ 
tion and my friend Mr. Lang took me to task for giving him the trouble 
because, in reply, 1 was told that the needful could bo done by the 
District Board. Kow 1 see that there is great distress there, though 
the Magistrate reports no doubt that there is abundance of fruit, fish 
and milk. How that could be accepted by Government, I do not know. 
The Calcutta market might have been benefited though we poor con¬ 
sumers could not avail ourselves of the existence of any abundance in 
the Khulna distnet. At least I could not believe that there could be 
any such abundance there. Even if it be the case, that is not within 
the reach of all. It is admitted by the Magistrate that there is real 
distress and the public are asked to help the local relief committees. 
Ilie Collector has asked for a further allotment. There was an allot¬ 
ment of Bs. 20,000 for granting agricultural loans. The Government 
of Bengal hoped that by these means the real needs of the affected area 
would be supplied but subsequently it was stated that private charity 
was required to supplement the official action. The Government of 
Bengal consider that the appeal for help will meet with a generous 
response. Sir P. C. Boy has stated somewhere that the help which has 
l)een given from outside in response to his appeal will not be suffi¬ 
cient to relieve adequately the people in the affected area. I cannot 
understand why Government should nut come forward for the relief of 
the distressed, when Dr. Boy and others have called for subscriptions. 
The object of the fund is not only to give relief when famine is declared 
but to do something for its prevention in future years. When there is 
distress, why should Government think that granting of agricultural 
loans is enough? It does n6t reach the needy. It is a pity that 


a charge that there is staiTation and the GoTemment ci m'muniqHi is 
full of misstatements. I think that there shoxild be a thorough inquiry 
whether Sir P. 0 Roy is exaggerating or speaking lies or whether the 
District Magistrate reported the matter without making a full inquiry. 
This is the situation* There is money in the famine fund. It is now 
a local question, being no longer in the hands of the Goveranient of 
India. .We have got money and in the beginning of the year we were 
told that there was no need for it and, therefore, the money should go 
to the'insurance fund. This year even in the supplementary budget we 
do not see any proposal for any Government help being provided. This 
is a slate of things which is very deplorable and it does not speak well 
of the Government attitude. I hope that the necessary action would 
he taken without any delay and a substantial sum sjient out of the 
lamine fund now in our hands. " 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK; As a pleader practising in 
Khulna, I believe 1 can speak with some amount of first-hand informa¬ 
tion and knowledge on the resolution now before the House. The broad 
facts with regard to Khulna famine are first, that an area of about 60 
square miles has been affected and, secondly, the number of people 
affected by the famine will he, at a rough computation, somewhere 
between two and three lakhs. Now the difficulty arises in this way. 
We, on behalf of the peojile, assert that the famine-stricken people have 
not got sufficient food to eat and sufficient clothes to wear. Govern¬ 
ment, on the other hand, while acknowledging that they have not got 
sufficient clothes to wear, maintain that they have sufficient food to 
eat, and in support of this contention Government say that in tbe affected 
locality they have fish, fruits and milk in abundance. Now let me 
dissect this precious argument piece by piece. First, let me take the 
case of fish. It may be known to the Government that, owing to 
steamer communication, most of the fish comes to Calcutta, and that 
the places where fish abound are generally taken lease of every year 
by rich persons and rich traders, but supposing for the sake of aigu- 
ment that in the affected locality there is plenty of fish and fruits— 
and in this case fruits are only dates of which only a small quantity 
can he taken—what difference does it make in the position. Now, 
supposing that the people have taken to fish and fruits in exclusion of 
rice what will he the effect ? They will continue to die of cholera and 
other diseases instead of famine. The result would be that the port¬ 
folio of the Reserved Government will be transferred to a Minister under 
the popular Government. Whether this change in the Government 
will gladden the hearts of the mal-goveiued, I cannot say. 

Now, let me ti^e the case of milk. In order to have milk, one 
must lyvve a cow. In these days of scarcity, a iierson who has a cow 


mean those who have no cowh, but it may be ihat oat of the two lakhs, 
one or two persons may be in well-to-do circumstances and {loesest 
cows. In places like villages when a person in well-to-do circumstances 
has a cow, he generally gives the milk free and not for any price; if 
at all, it is only for two or three pice. Here is the explanation of how 
milk can be had for the mere asking. 

Sir, I believe that the Khulna sitiiation ought to have attracted a 
greater attention and sympathy at the hands of the Bengal Government. 
Khulna, I believe, belongs to Bengal, and 1 further take it that the 
people of the province ought to be the first consideration of the Govern¬ 
ment. Are we to believe that the Government, which generously took 
the responsibility of repatriating the coolies belonging to other provin- 
ce.M, cannot do justice to tlie people of the province, the custodian of 
whose purse they are ? I, for one, have no faith in this kind of gener¬ 
osity at the cost of justice. 

Sir, I believe I shall be failing in my duty if I do not claim to 
plead for the Collector of Khulna, who has been the target of unneces¬ 
sary and ill-infonned cnticism. It is he who first constituted the Belief 
Committee, who visited the localities several times, who placed a special 
launch at the disposal of workeia for relief at the time when the non- 
co-operators called for unhappy and foolish strikes which caused not 
only unnecessary deaths at Chandpur but also gave additional trouble 
to the famine-stricken people of Khulna; but I feel certain that, in the 
circumstances, no argument could be put forward on behalf of the 
Government to the effect that a sum of Rs. 20,000, for the purpose of 
charity, is sufiioient to meet the case of two lakhs of famine-stricken 
people. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; I must say that 1 am very 
glad to be able to support this resolution. The demand made in it If 
very modest and asks Government that the efforts of the local Belief 
Committee might be supplemented. We have been trying to raise 
fiinds for Khulna and we have been successful to a certain extent, but 
still, as the area over which this scarcity prevails is about (not as -the 
Government figure shows 25 square miles) 66 square miles or so or 
even more, I think that there is enough room for us to approach the 
Government to help us in this hour of our distress. 1 had the honuut 
of being present at a meeting where two gentlemen, who had been 
helping the people of the locality as well as Sir B. C. Roy, described 
to us, the state of affairs in the Satkhira subdivision in the north¬ 
western part of the district. We heard from him that there was very 
great scarcity. 


state of hardship they are labouring under and regard being had to the 
high prices prevailing everywhere the community cannot meet all the 
cost, hence the necessity for helping them. I think that we shall be 
justified in approaching the Government and we do approach the 
Government humbly to help us in this matter. 

I would only say this that I cannot believe the olHcifil vei*sion that 
there is enough of fruits, fish in abundance, and milk for the mere 
asking. The District Magistrate thinks tliat milk can bfr had for the 
mere asking. He forgets that it is for himself only and not for others. 
He has made a wrong inference altogether. He wanted it for his tea 
or something else and he got it- 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’Me thrMaharaladhiraJa Bahadur of Burdwan); 

May I rise to a point of order ? 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot say that he is out of order. He does 
not mean any attack personally against the District Magistrate. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Sir. I am very sorry that I 
have hit upon the official mind of my esteemed countryman, the 
Hon’hle the Maharajadhiraja. I did not know that his jwwer of iraa* 
gination was so large that he would take offence to that degree- 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you need dwell on it. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: So Ear as my obeervationf 
regarding the District Magistrate are concerned, I do not like to airry 
them further. One thing more which I wish to iinpi*ess upon the Council 
is this—that these are the opportunities for the Government to asso¬ 
ciate themselves with the needs of the people and thus to make itself 
more popular. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The object of this resolution, as I understand it, is to 
draw the attention of the Government to the present prevailing scarcity 
in certain portions of the district of Khulna and the resolution, as worded, 
makes a recommendation to Government to supplement the efforts of 
the local Relief Committees with a view to mitigate the distress caused 
by the prevailing scarcity in Khulna. With this nobody can have the 
slightest objection, for tbe Government itself has admitted in the commu¬ 
nique that partial scarcity does prevail in certain parts of Khulna. The 
mover of resolution put down the area affected to be 650 square 
miles. Babu Nirode Behary Mullick, who comes from those parts, has 
taken the figure that we have put in the communique, namely, about 60 


according to his information it is 66 square miles. That being bo, I 
take it that, even according' to Babu Surendra Nath HoUick, the area 
affected is not in any case larger than 66 square miles. Of course it is 
not with the question of area that we are concerned. What I take it is 
that the Council, as a whole, wishes to draw the attention of Goyemment 
to the prerailing state of things in the affected portion of the Khulna 
district. 

It is a welcome sign of the times that whereas it has always been the 
duty of Goyemment to alleyiate the distress of those suffering from 
famine and scarcity, that this Council should be alive to its responsi¬ 
bility in this direction, and from that point of view a discussion of this 
nature is welcome, but unfortunately, in every discussion nowadays in 
this Council, if there is a loop-hole in the Government communique or 
if there is an opportunity to raise the cudgels against the local officials, 
there are certain members in this Council who do not lose that oppor¬ 
tunity to do so. With their mentality I have no quarrel; for I am thank¬ 
ful 1 am not of that mentality. I have been of course described as 
having become a dry-boned official. Well, Sir, one of the prime duties, 
whether it be of a Government official or a member of the Council, one 
of tbo prime duties of a man, with any sense of responsibility, is not 
to prejudge a thing and not to denounce any particular Government 
official without hearing both sides of tho question. The Rui Bahadur 
who introduced this resolution has mentioned in his speech that he has 
been informed—I hope be will correct me because when a discussion of 
this kind stands over for a day one is rather apt to fqrget several stages of 
the discussion of the previous day—or according to his information or 
information received by him, of cases of deaths from starvation. Now 
this may or may not be the truth. So far as official information goes— 
and I do not include in it the poor Collector who has come in for a 
great deal of abuse—this is not so. I shall read out extracts from tho 
report of the Divisional Commissioner, who is present here, and we do 
not find in it this fact admitted. If, however, some of tho members of 
the Council who have taken so much interest in the Khulna famine were 
to draw the attention of Government or the local officials to such cases, 

I should be much obliged to such members for any such authentic infor¬ 
mation. Now, as reganls the resolution and as regards what has already 
been done, I shall be as brief as possible. In the fir-st place, I should 
like to point out that whilst Government do not deny that there is par¬ 
tial scarcity in the district of Khulna, and whilst it is possible that where 
this partial scarcity prevails, there may be certain local areas where 
it might be of greater acuteness than in other parts. Government depre¬ 
cate, and deprecate strongly, any attempt to spread alarmist reports for 
the reason that just now in front of us we have the rainy season; not 
only that but the information before Government goes to show that 

• j‘ ____n _^.i 1 ■ 


from Government, partly by contribntiona from Government, and 
partly from the admirable efforts that hate been made locally, espe¬ 
cially by Sir P. C. Roy. There bas been the nsnjJ. attempt to cry 
down the idea that Khulna ia a land flowing with plenty of milk and 
honey; well, I hope that Khulna may soon flow again with its habitual 
plentiful milk and honey and that the partial scarcity that prevails 
there now may disappear when this year’s crop is gathered, wliich I 
tnist will be a bumper one. Biit what I feel about the discussion that 
has taken place on this resolution is this: Only that portion of the Gov¬ 
ernment communique, which contains an extrac't from the report of the 
Collector in which he has had the hardihood to say that vegetable, fish 
and milk are to he had in plenty, only that portion of the communique 
seems to have received the attention of our critics here, and one speaker 
went the length of saying thaj) the attitude of Government had been 
an apathetic one and that to-night’s debate would open their eyes. He, 
further, with his usual eloquence, stigmatised the report of the District 
Magistrate, and said that he (the Collector) must have mentioned 
this fact because he might have thought that his prestige was 
at stake. When local ofiicers are attacked in .season and oUt of season 
in this way, they may find it imijossihle to carry on the work of their 
districts; but I am perfectly certain that Mr. Fawcus, when he made 
this statement in his letter, did so with the very best of motives, not 
with the motive described or ascribed to him by several of the members 
of this Council, particularly by the member on my left who seems to he 
smiling: but the Collector must have done so with the object to allay un¬ 
necessary alarm on the one hand and, at the same time, to point out 
that, if in Khulna there were not to a certain extent the facilities of pro¬ 
curing these commodities of life, the condition then would have been 
more serious in the affected areas. 1 shall, before T mention what relief 
Government have given for this purpose, read out to you extracts from 
a letter, received by Government, dated the 4lh July last, containing a 
fairly exhaustive reiwrt of inspection by the Commissioner of the Presi¬ 
dency Division. Mr. Lang says in that report— 

1 spent the last three da3r8 walkinf; in some of the most seriously affected unions 
in the Khnlna district, namely, Abmadis, Fratapnagar and Jalalpur. I had the 
advantage of the company of the volunteer workers of the Khulna Sovasram who 
deserve credit for their selfless efforts in dispensing relief. Tliey took me across 
the country, from village to village trudging through mud and water, and showed 
me cases which they deemed to be most pitiful. I saw no signs of starvation and, 
to the best of my belief, no loss of condition by reason of la(:k of food. I noticed 
a great want of clothes, and help in this direction is being properly afforded. 

Mr. Lang goes on to say, “ I observed. ” and this portion of his 
report has, I find, been corroborated by Rai Jogendra Chunder Gbose 
Bahadur— 



whose hashands have gone for a iMiiod to the reserved forests to out wood who would 
perhaps return with their earning^ after an interval. 

I draw attention to this. 

As it seems to me that the fact of fish, fruit and vegetable being found 
in plenty is like a red rag to some of the members here who have 
accused the Government of want of sympathy, and when the District 
Magistrate has been attacked so much for his mentioning that fact, 
I think it to be right and proper for me to read out what Mr. Lang says 
on that point:— 

At present relief is being distributed by local volunteer agents according to 
lists idreody prepared. The measure of relief is at present only one-fourth a seer 
of rice a day which is of course quite inadequate if the recipients have nothing 
to supplement it, but that supplement they must, I think, have been taking—^be 
it fish, fruit or vegetable. 

So here we have two officials who consider not that the relief was 
adequate, hut mention that had it not been for fish, fruit or vegetable 
in the locality, the condition would have been worse. I woujd like the 
Council to consider this question of fish, fruit, vegetuhle and milk, or 
whatever it may be in that light, not in the light that Government put 
it in the communique simply to belittle the state of affairs there,^ but to 
put before the public that whilst scarcity did prevail, it would have been 
worse if these commodities were not available locally. 

Now, before T mention what action Government have taken, I think 
it only right and proper, as I do not find Sir P. C. Roy present here, nor 
have I had the pleasure of meeting him and discussing with him as 
to the exact words he said in the different meetings, that I cannot believe 
that Sir P. C. Roy, however much he may have been moved by the state 
of affairs prevailing in that portion of his native district, could have made 
some of the observations that have been ascribed to him by at least one 
local newspaper, because the prime motive of that newspaper was to 
enact a comedy of errors and to try to cry down my Hon’ble friend, Sir 
Surendra Nath, as it was thought that famine relief was under him; and 
this newspaper thought that it would he a good opportunity to fling this 
new accusation against Sir Surendra Nath. Well, so much for the 
accusation. 

Now for the facts so far as they relate to monetary relief. In the 
communique it has been mentioned that Rs. 40,000 has been given for 
the purpose of agricultural loans. I understand that Rs. 20,000 of that 
amount has already been distributed, and the other Rs. 20,000 is in the 
course ordistrihution. Apart from that, Rs. 1,000 has been given fi)r 
the distribution of cloth. After that we have received a letter from the 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division in which he says_ 

r have the houour to report that as the result of a meeting.of the District Board 



In other words, the District Board asked Dovemsaent to gire them 
Bs. 5,000 ioT {ptituitons relief. We have aWeded to the request of the 
District Board and this amount has been paid. I may assure the Coun¬ 
cil that QoTemment are fully alive to the situation, and we have the 
position, so far as our information ^es, well in hand. We have ^so 
suspended the collection of Bs. 25,000 which was due this year for 
repayment of agriculturists loans issued after the cyclone. I shall wel¬ 
come very much if some of the members of the Council, who have 
shown so much sympathy for the suffering in the Khulna district, will 
start a relief fund to which 1, in my private capacity, will be delighted 
to contribute my humble mite. Further, if things do not improve, I 
propose myself to visit the area, and what is more, if the local officers 
recommend that more money is needed, Government will certainly not 
decline. What, however, I shciuld like the members of the Council to 
bear in mind is this. There is a distinct difference—not merely a techni¬ 
cal ofle—between famine and scarcity. My friend from Bajshahi would 
seem to put famine and scarcity in the same category, but I am afraid 1 
cannot go to that length without further investigation; but, considering 
all that we have done in this matter, I do not think that any member 
of the Council might apprehend that Government is likely to be callous 
over a matter of this nature. It is tbe prime duty of Government to 
relieve distress or suffering, especially of this nature, which is the basis 
of this resolution. I may assure you. Sir, and through you the members 
of this Council, that as I have already said, if necessary, I shall myself 
go and inspect the locality; I am here for that. When it is within my 
portfolio, it is my prime duty to do so. It might he asked why 1 have 
not yet done so. It is simply this: I do not want the people of the 
locality among whom there must be quite a number of professional 
beggars flockin^p in number, and at the same time there might he a 
general idea abroad that Government have declared famine. I 
shall ^ all that is necessary, and, what is more, to give further assur¬ 
ance to the Council, I have much pleasure in accepting this resolution. 

Mr« Jb LANGS As I have considerable experience of the affected 
areas, I rise to supplement the remarks of the Hon’ble Member. He has 
already quoted from my report, in which I have said that I have seen no 
signs of starvation or no signs of loss of condition from lack of food. 
1 speak with considerable experience of famine as it fell to me to orga¬ 
nize relief in the Bajputana Famine, and again in the Central India 
Famine. More recently there has been distress in my division which 
was of a greater magnitude than the distress at present in Khulna. 
But as no similar exaggerated reports regarding its acuteness were in 
circulation, probably no member of the Council, except those who 
belong to the district of Murshidabad, has ever heard of the famine in 
Murshidabad in 1919. , 

I know something of the history of Khplna. During the famine of 
1gq7. whATi ICbnlna su^ered nxcAAdinfflv. iliA tiAnnlA wata alnw in trn in 



relief. The famine was carried through, ao far aa the distribution of 
gratuitous relief was concerned, at the extraordinary low rate of half 
a seer of rice a week distributed per head. I mention this, because 
the mover of the resolution said last night that the present rate of 
ration was absurdly low. So also I thought when I wrote my report 
which the Revenue Member has just quoted. 

But on reading what the present Home Member (Sir William 
Vincent) had recorded when he was District Officer of Khulna, 1 find 
that throughout the famine of 1897, the measure of gratuitous relief 
was half a seer of rice for adults, and a quarter of a seer for children 
per week, and that ration is only intelligible on the assumption that 
there were other kinds of supplementary food. We have heard much 
to-day and yesterday of Khulna as the land that is always flowing with 
milk and honey The land veritably does flow wi^ milk and honey. 
There are reserved forests where honey is abundant, and the adult males 
who have left their families at home have gone to the forests to gather it. 
We have heard much of milk and, incidentally, I may take exception to 
the remark made by a member of ibis Council that the Collector was only 
thinking of the milk that was given to him. I may tell this Council 
that 1 have travelled fi>r some years in the Sunderbans and it bas never 
been the practice to ask for fresh milk but always to depend on tinned 
milk pi’ocured from Calcutta. 

I have with me the tour diary of the Collector in which he refers to 
this question of milk. He says:— 

• 

1 checked the list of recipients of charity^-one does not wish to discourage 
the giving of charity in any way, but considering the fact that two of the recipients 
of relief were xoilking their cows—this charity, commendable as it is, cannot be 
held to be essential for preventing starvation. 

We have heard much about fish and in the course of my trudging from 
village to village it is a fact that 1 constantly met children catching 
various kinds of fish in the pools and /Aecfs which make excellent sus¬ 
tenance. It struck me at the time that the village of Pratapnagar, 
which is the worst aflected part in Khulna, was much in the some con¬ 
dition as Britain was during the war when people had to give up eating 
meat and resort to fish only. Now the people are giving up rice and 
are resorting to fish, the well-to-do people soem to think that the 
poorer people must on this account be dying of starvation. We also 
hear of people dying of starvation because they were emaciated. It is 
the experience that we have gained after years of famine relief which 
enables us to recognize at a glance, who is suffering from famine and 
who is emaciated on other grounds. If we inquire into the condition 
of the parents we find that the so-called ** famine-stricken ** are 
syphilitic or the adults have been suffering from other diseases and we 


I do not wish to rely entirely on what the District Officer says. One 
oi our acrimonious critics after the cyclone, a local missionary, wrote 
the week before last as follows:— 

I went to ritit the villages where, it waa said, tiie people were in great distreui. 
We visited some eight villages in the course of two days, going on foot on an 
average of 8 to 4 miles each of the five times we were ont. During 'Uiat time we 
entered many houses and saw things for ourselves. After careful examination 
we both came to the conclusion that famine conditions did not prevaQ, although 
undoubtedly some were very poor. We were much impressed with the good physi* 
cal condition of the people both old and young. The chief want was sorts for the 
women and water. 

Sir P. C. Roy has said that the Govemmexit communiqiU is filled 
with a pack of lies and he claims to be accurate by reason of his practice 
in calculating weights to a nicety in his chemioal business. I feel con¬ 
fident tiiat if Sir P. C. Hoy had spent his efforts on comparing the 
weights of the people of his own village between March and June last, 
he would have found that it would have taken much of his time and his 
skill to detect any difference. 

The member for Sukea’s Street remarked last night that this resolu¬ 
tion was quite non-political. This morning I have read a speech'from 
a non-co-operator from Khulna, in which he calls upon his hearers to 

arise and turn out the British because the famine is due,” he says, 
V to British oppression. This famine is due to the British sucking 
policy.” I have no objection to the resolution as it stands, because it 
is merely one of these votes of confidence in the government which it 
is the &shion now to pass in the form of what I should call a ” carry 
on ** resolution, the effect of which is that Government shoud carry 
on the work which they are attempting and intending to do. 

The legal members of the assembly are well aware what an obliga¬ 
tion is imposed on Magistrates by the provisions of the Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code which they have no other alternative hut to obey. The 
same is the position of the revenue officers in regard to the Famine 
Code. The Famine Code, which is a sort of Bible to all revenue officers 
in times of distress, has been so abridged that everybody who is 
employed on revenue work can carry it in his pocket. I wish to point 
out to the members of this Council that we are now merely carrying out 
the dictates of the Code which the resolution repeats and that we have 
no other alternative but to obey them. The Code says:_ 

It is upon the District Officer that the Government relies to give the first warn¬ 
ing as to impendirig famine, to estimate its probable extent, and to suggest the 
measures which must be taken in order to combat it. 

There must always be a great element of certainty in estimating the distress 
which is to be relieved. 

The Code further says:— 

men it is anticipated that there wifi be famine, the District Officer must wa^ 
carefully tor signs for confirmhig this view. 


I may mention in tliis connection tliat every thana officer is called 
upon to submit a daily report and therein to report any aimless wander¬ 
ing of paupers. I have seen the daily reports for the last 35 days and 
I have not seen a single report in which it is stated that there is any 
unusual wandering of paupers. 

The second signal is the restlessness shown in an increase of crime 
which is a sign which requires careful examination. There has not been 
an increase of crime in the affected areas of Xhulna. The Code lays 
down:— 

One of the earliest means of ascertaming whether relief is necessary is the open* 
ing of test works. Action in this respect, however, in advance of actual needs 
involves great risk of extravagance and demoralisation. The District Officer must, 
therefore, be very careful not to be led away by false rumours and he must 
remember that his personal supervision at this stage is of cardinal importance. 

We took action as early as in March before we heard anything from 
the members of this Council, and the test works under the District 
Board were opened at our request hy way of experiment. No unusual 
distress has, however, been indicated, as people do not come from a 
great distance and on these works we have found small hoys, earning 
four annas a day. 

In 1897, during the great famine, it was observed that almost all the 
zamindars were absentee landlords and were generally indifferent to the 
welfare of their tenants. I meau that the zamindars in general knew 
nothing of their tenants and the tenants knew nothing of the zamin¬ 
dars. I was therefore very pleased to find that one of the zamindars took 
part in this debate. I may tell this Council that when I went down to 
his village, perhaps the most distressed in the area, his was the name 
that was mentioned by the tenants, as having done nothing to help 
them. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs I deny it. 

Mr* 4t LANCs He is not the gentleman I am referring to. In all 
the big famines we have learnt a new lesson. The Orissa ^mine taught 
us that the prime necessity is to save life; the Bihar Famine of 1873-74 
taught us the lesson to prevent extravagance. 

At this stage the member reached the time-limit. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs In the first place 1 desire to 
thank the Hon’hle Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan for accepting 
the resolution. I believe it was a foregone conclusion that this resolution 
would be accepted by him, and it is therefore useless for me at this stage 
to traverse the various points which have been touched upon in his long 


such a transformation that they do not see anything good in the Gorem- 
ment or in OoTernment officials. 1 may retort by saying that the men¬ 
tality of those who are now within the charmed circle of the bureaucracy 
has undergone such a dramatic change. Notwithstanding the fact 
that he was one of us before he was translated to that charmed circle, 
he seems to think that anything that comes by way of criticism from the 
people is always against Government. For my part, I am surprised, so 
far as my ‘resolution is concerned, that we should have evoked such a 
remark from th^ Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur. Before he was a member 
of the bureaucracy and when he was a representative of the people return¬ 
ed by the suffrage of the people, he was quite a different person. I 
remember the admirable stand he made in connection with the Calcutta 
Improvement Bill and other m^sures. I had the honour of being asso¬ 
ciated with him as his colleague for nearly fourteen years. But what a 
glorious transformation has been effected in him by his entrance into the 
charmed circle of the bureaucracy. 

There are one or two points on which it is necessary for me to touch. 
Me has said that I am wrong in stating that about 500 or 550 square 
miles were affected. If I am wrong, I must have the candour to admit 
that that was the information supplied to me. I have always corrected 
my observations by saying that it wtU) the information which I got. 
If I am wrong I must candidly admit it. 

Then, it has been stated that there were no deaths from starvation: 
I hold in my hand the information which I received from very reliable 
persons—persons whose veracity and honesty can be relied upon and who 
occupy high positions in life and, what is more impor^Dt, are in the con¬ 
fidence of Government. I am told that in the Gabura village, some¬ 
where in the Kaliganj area, there were deaths from starvation last year 
and the fact was known to the District Officer. That is the statement 
I made on the information, that was supplied to me; and if it is not 
correct I should like to have a categorical denial of that statement. 
The famine appeared in 1919—call it scarcity or by any other name. 
It has been growing in intensity and acuteness since tbat year, and in 
1920 it began to grow and this year it is much more alarming still. 

As regards fish, fruit and milk, my friend the Hon’hle the Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur has made an elaborate defence. It is quite natural— 
for my Hon’ble friend spoke as the mouthpiece of the bureaucracy; I 
am not in that charmed circle, nor do I know what I would have done 
if I happened to be there; perhaps one is constrained to support what 
the Government officials said; that is the mentality of the bureaucracy— 
I hope I have passed that age. (Cries of “ No," " No.") 

I think it will he admitted by even the most sun-dried bureaucrat— 
if I might use that expression—^that if fish, fruit and milV are so plenty 



recoBcnled to other. . Well^ 1 do not know ahont that, hut my ^end, 
]tfr, Nirode Beha^ MuUick, has said about two or three lakhs of people 
are actually suffering. I do not know what information the Maharaja 
Bahadur has got. 1 do not know whether there is plenty of fruits or 
whether there is plenty of •ripe mangoes or whether there is plenty of 
mango-ffsh, but as far as I know there is plenty of salt*water crabs 
which, if taken, will bring within 24 hours a^ute dysentery. If there 
is an abundance of such eatable fruits and fish, I do not know how 
there can be acute distress among two to three lakhs of people. 1 trust 
the Maharaja Bahadur has got his statistics; but it appears that he gave 
us a florid description about the fish, fruits and milk which can be got 
^ the mere, asking, without statistical authority. 

.Then, it has been stated that Government is doing its best. I have 
never said in my speech-that Government is not doing anything. It 
may have been something like this—have not got the exact words used 
by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur but jthey may have been somewhat like 
t hia —** There seems to be an impression that Government is not doing 
anything —” 

The Hon’blo the MAHARAJADHiRAM BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May 1 rise toi offer an explanation? 1 neye|r said 
that but I said that if any member chose to offer any help he was quite 
welcome. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs There is an impression that 
the people are accusing Government that it is not doing anything. 
Responsible people both on the platform and in the press, and in some 
of the letters in public print, have stated that what the Government is 
doing is not adequate and that is how the public opinion is voiced in 
this Council by some of us. 1 am glad to sa3'—whatever the Maharaja 
Bahadur might say—the Government has to a certain extent been mure 
active than, it otherwise would have been because of the pressure of 
public opinion. The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur thinks that the people 
should not complain but simply sit quiet and Government will do 
everything; hut that is not my experience. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN I 1 never said tiiat. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Then I want to refer to one 
part of the speech of Mr. liang. I must say this that the District 
Officer, the Collector—so far as I could gather from those who have 
supplied me with information—is spoken of very highly, and alihougit 
he has submitted that picture, I do not know under what circumstances 
he drew such.a picture as has.now been tom- to pieces by public oriti> 
idsm—they say. that the Collector has no doubt tried his best but he 


find that because somebody in this vast Presidency has said that the 
British are sucking the life-blood of the people, a responsible official 
like. Mr. Lang should take it up seriously and make it an occasion for a 
tirade against us who voice the sober, the moderate views of the public. 
That is not the way to meet the moderate'section of the community. 
You should ignore the fact that there may be some people who may, in 
season and out of season, fling mud at the Government for the sake 
of itself. We offer you, we stretch out to you, our hand of co-opera¬ 
tion in the utmost spirit of mutual trust and confidence' and you 
ought to grasp it with cordiality and sincerity, and not hurl upon 
us invectives because some irresponsible person amongst the vast mil¬ 
lions of people has made the remark, odious, it may be. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT" Before we take up the next resolution, I ought 
to mention that we have made very little progress up to this time as we 
have only done about 45 items out of 137. If we go on at this rate it 
will take us a month more or at least three weeks to finish the busi¬ 
ness before us. I would therefore appeal to members that they should 
make their speeches shorter and fewer. Then only shall we be able 
to finish a portion of the business that lies before us. 

I now call upon Mr. H. S. Suhrawhrdy to move Resolution No. 51. 

Partition of Midnapore. 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY moved 'Hhat the par¬ 
tition of Midnajpore he annulled. ** 

I beg to move that a seemingly settled fact be unsettled. It is not 
in any spirit of light-keartedness that I have embarked upon this ven¬ 
ture ; it is not with any desire to speak in this moat unsuitable of balls, 
where speaking is a torture, listening a bore and the lobby a relief, a 
hall expressly designed, it might appear, to hinder prolific members from 
speaking and to breed a distaste for the Reforms and the Reformed 
Council, a hall which is a disgrace to the taste of the Government, at 
any rate to the imagination of one of its departments; it is npt with 
any desire to create out of this platform an opportunity for a speech that 
I am moving this resolution;—but because I feel that I am responding 
to a dear call of duty.* Since the last budget debate, I have taken the 
trouble once more to convince myself of the wishes of the people of 
Midnapore, both of the ncher and the poorer subdivisions; I have asked 
thoM who could speak intelligently for themselves and for others; 1 
have spoken to those whose calling brings them into contact with myri¬ 
ads of their fellow-beings of all dosses; and such of them who understand 
what the partition implies, who could judge and weigh,—^have pro- 


wailed liis woes into tHe ears oi Manlvi Nasixn Ali, the member from 
the 24*Pargana8, and I have come away conyinced of the earnest desire 
of the people of Midnapore to live together as the entity which the 
district implies, and I. challenge the Government to contradict me. 
I say with confidence that if there are any here who say otherwise, they 
say what they know nothing of. The-days of dumb millions and the 
days of a sympathetic Govoinmenl.to interpret their dumbness are over. 
I am not of those ^ho Indieve that the mandate of a constituency is the 
sole guide to the representative, but allied with justice and reasonable- 
ness, it should be iii'esisfible before the Council and the Government. 
It has been considered that this is the desire—the vociferous desire of a 
section with vested interests. I am not aware which is that section in 
Midnaprre district that tliinks otherwise. The section which is against 
the partition embraces the total population of the district of Midnapore. 
And. after all, are 'vested intorcsts so very baneful? A people has a> 
vested interest in its entity, a Government has a vested interest in its 
existence, the people of the district town of Midnapore have a vested 
interest in their life, the district of Midnapore has a vested interest in its 
prosperity. The argument that the old Councils sanctioned it holds 
no water. In the old Councils any measure, not supported hy Govern¬ 
ment, was doomed to failure, and the fact that the old Councils passed 
it conveys nothing, nay, may even convey that it was not by popular 
acquiescence. It is a notorious fact that the non-official members of 
the Councils were against it, and resolutions for annulment were intro¬ 
duced only to be withdrawn in the face of overwhelming odds. 

What then are the evils that call for special relief, what is it that 
tempts the Government to go against the expressed wishes of a people, 
to move with the certainty of laying waste what little is left of its one¬ 
time prosperity? The usual arguments; but express the weakness of 
the Governmeut position, and the strength of the Government high¬ 
handedness. If a District Magistrate cannot manage a district helped 
by an additional magistrate, numerous deputy magistrates, and sub¬ 
deputy magistrates, after the greater portion of his duties have been 
taken away from him, after he has ceased to be the Chairman of the 
District Board, the Registrar of the District, and even the Lord High 
Executioner, and the additional burdens are insignificant compared to 
those that have been taken away fi'om him, then it is time that we 
revised our estimate of the capacity of Indian Civil Servants, and our 
notion of getting commensurate return for our money. For we are 
not inclined, Sir, let me tell it plainly, to keep underworked officials 
with increasing pay and diminishing responsibilities, and shall resist to 
the uttermost any attempts to provide soft billets. It is said that the 
headquarters are inaccessible from tbe outlying parts, that a litigant or 
a person seeking remedy has the whole world to negotiate before he can- 


journey or lessen the distances, remains a mystery; in fact, the district 
has been so quaintly partitioned that persons from certain subdivisions 
cioming to Hijli will have to pass through the old headquarters. Per¬ 
haps the contiguity of the two places is due to the natural desire to 
indulge in the usual social amenities that help to soften the rigours of the 
life of an officer in the mufassal, to afford greater facilities for the 
exchange of compliments and the establishment of amicable relations. 
It is said that the needs of the district are many. The creation of an 
expensive headquarters, the reduplicatiou of a District Board with its 
staff, of superior Police officials with their staff, of Judicial officer), 
Registration officers with their staff and all the usual paraphernalia of a 
tape-obsessed bureaucracy will tend more to aggravate than remedy the 
grievance. Perhaps the Government thinks, though I fear that 1 may 
be doing it an injustice, that*too much money is being spent on wells 
and tanks and charitable dispensaries and subsidising doctors by the 
District Boai^d, and that too little is being spent on the administration 
of the province, and the present system is therefore a failure as a busi¬ 
ness proposition. And now we come to the final line of defence of 
the Government, the sum of money already spent, already being spent, 
and already forcibly sanctioned. 1 go back to the pre-budget days, for 
the budget has not altered the state of affairs, and it will be immoral on 
the part of Government now to come forward, and taking shelter behin^ 
the certification of His Excellency, maintain that things have become 
more serious as more money has been spent on the partition scheme 
since the last budget; I say advisedly that it will be immoral and unfair, 
because it was done against the wishes of this Council, in a matter which 
the members still consider to be suh^judicey in a matter in which the 
Government should have proceeded slowly and cautiously and, in view 
of the opinion of the House expressed at the last debate, Government 
should have kept in mind the possible reversal of its policy. Instead, 
would you believe it. Sir, would the members of the Council believe such 
conduct on the part of a sympathetic Government that is anxious to meet 
the wishes of the people, the Government has hastened the scheme, and 
is feverishly and lavishly pushing on the work and incurring further 
obligation so that it can present us with a fait accompli? 1 presume 
to voice the indignation of the House at such conduct and characterise 
such methods as unfair and ungenerous. As to the sums of money that 
had been spent before the last budget this Council gave expression to 
its opinion after due deliberation, and after paying careful attention to 
the speech of the Hon’ble Member. If the people or the representatives 
of the people choose to cast aside Bs. 8 lakhjs-^though I do not for a 
moment admit that we need have cast it aside and could not have got 
return for the money that had already been spent—in preference to riding 
roughshod over the sentiment of a people, in preference to profiting—a 



the difetrict, the pcu’tition would meaa the uprooting of the lives of 
thousands and tena of thousands, and the final blow to a community, 
that was showing after years of neglect signs of resuscitation—then what 
right had the QoTernment to step in and on the score of a business proposi* 
(ion—a very doubtful business proposition, as I have shown and wiU 
—^flaunt the opinion and the recommendations of the peojde who 
ore more in touch and are more in 8ym];)athy with those whom they 
represent? Our opinion was not snatched in a moment of extremist 
fervour, no great political issue underlay that proposition, it was not 
perverse, it was given after due deliberation and a very general discus¬ 
sion. What then was the great issue at stake that would have been 
compromised if the adverse vote of the Council had been accepted, 
what difficult or impossible situation would have .arisen? 1 ask the 
Government what prompted it to consider that it would not have been 
able to carry on the administration without it, what need was there for 
certification, and I protest strongly against the action of the Govern¬ 
ment in having thus advised His Excellency in a matter in which the 
Government could easily have acceded to our wishes. 

Much less than half the money needed has been spent, Bs. 10 lakhs 
out of Rs. 27, bailing the indefinite obligations that have beeen under¬ 
taken in the face of the opinion of the Council. . Rupees 27 lakhs is a 
large sum, and though that is the estimate for the time being, we have 
known estimates to soar with soaring chimneys. Let not a hard-headed 
hard-hearted Government cease to ignore sentiment, cease to justify 
this action which spells untold misery to many as a business proposition. 
And even apart from sentiment which must ever form the basis of a 
just administration, I am ready to justify my position as a business pro¬ 
position. We are not prepared to throw away Rs. 17 lakhs more where 
we have already thrown away Rs. 10 lakhs, we are not prepared to justify 
the purchase of an expensive outfit to match a beautiful pair of slippers. 
We are not prepared to spend money on a new district staff, we are not 
prepared to undertake that recurring expenditure that will be neces¬ 
sarily incurred if the district is partitioned and which can be better, spent 
on more beneficent schemes. If we were to capitalise this recurring 
expenditure the money that has been already spent would fade into insig¬ 
nificance. I feel certain that the buildings can be disposed of at an 
advantage unless, as the rumour goes, the land is sinking; and then 
there will be an end to the business proposition of Sir Henry Wheeler. ■ 
Let those speculators who have relied on the firm and unbending attitude 
of the Government and have bought up the land there in hopes of flee¬ 
cing those whom the vagaries of a Government—scarcely the exigencies 
of the adminstration—^will force to settle round the new headquarters 
feel that there is many a slip between the cup and the lip. 


claim th4t if tcnday, after tiua delib^tion, ire are of <^inion toat tne paav 
iition of Midnapore should he annulled; if to-day we are of opinion 
that we are not willing to disrupt the lives of the people of Midnapore; 
if we are of (djiinion that the people of Midnapore themselves may be 
allowed some voice in their destinies; if we are of opinion that the par¬ 
tition would serve to impoverish the people;—then we claim that it is 
due to us and due to the Beforms and due to the people, that our voice 
and our recomendations should carry the greatest possible weight with 
the Government and not be brushed aside as a mere act pf piety, that is 
not winged enough to rise to the judgment-seat of the great Arbiter ol 
destinies. * 

Babu SARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: I beg to support 
the resolution. It is now thrra months and over, since this Council dis¬ 
allowed a |»t>vi&ion in.the Provincial Budget Estimates for a consider¬ 
able sum of money that would have been required as the initial expense 
of partition of the district of Midnapore. That question having 
formed the subject of a motion, I beg emphatically to protest against 
the expenditure, of public money on an undertaking against which quite 
a Urge volume of public opinion has arrayed itself ever since its incep¬ 
tion. 1 have been professionally connected with Tamluk, one of the 
principal subdivisions of the district of Midnapore, which has done me 
the honour of electing me as its humble representative in this Council. 
To my mind, the whole controversy with its attendant recriminationSi 
the trident voice of the Demos condemning the partition in no measured 
terms on the one hand, and the authoritative dictum of the Powers that 
be on the other, resolves itself into opposite angles of vision, the 
people decUring the absence of the necessity for dismemberment on 
grounds of economy, and Government pressing for.it on grounds of 
administrative efficiency. We should be guilty of gross misrepresen¬ 
tation if we grudged district officers the credit of bearing the great 
burden of responsible work they have to bear already; but with the 
whole retinue of additional, joint, assistant, deputy and sub-deimty 
magistrates to help him, he should be greatly pitied if be is not con¬ 
siderably relieved of his burden. The administration of district board 
affairs has passed from his hand. The municipalities have been rather 
too lopg in existence to be kept any longer in leading strings, and their 
total independence will be some amount of relief to him. 

Tt would be ungenerous of us were we to shut our eyes to the change 
of conditions, in recent years, to the multifarions nature of the respon¬ 
sible avocations which take up the time imd engage the attention of 
district officers. The quality of the work is the same in all districts, 
large or small, but it is tbe quantity that varies according to the tract 
of country he has to administer. The pressure, where heavy, may he 
more advantageously relieved by increasing the number of assistants to 
be-recruited from tbe ranks of new Indian Civil Service officers whom 



every year sends forth, than by the unpopular and extravagantly expen¬ 
sive process of partition, especially at this time of greatest economic 
stringency. Even if the Provincial Exchequer were full, it would be 
quite in keeping with the wise traditions of English administrative 
policy to devote part of the capital cost to works of public utility, to the 
betterment of the existing institutions, and, so .far as possible, meliorate 
the condition of the people. The district has been a prey to the devastat¬ 
ing freaks of Nature, the treacherous rivers making the lives of the poor 
peasantry miserable, and bringing the proprietors of the soil, the land¬ 
holders, to the verge of ruin. The absence of the means of draining a 
very large portion of the Tamluk subdivision, namely, the Easijorah 
pargana, has mode the lives of the people of more than hundred 
villages extremely miserable, their paddy lands lying submerged for 
over eight months during the year and, for want of drinking water and 
medical help, cholera, influenza, malarial fever and small-pox carrying 
away the lives of thousands of the unfortunate villagers every year. If 
a gmall portion of the money budgeted for the partition of the district 
be spent for drainage of the large tract, the lives and properties of the 
unfortunate villagers may be saved. The absence of the means of com¬ 
munication throws people out of touch with their neighbours. Tbe 
absence of quite an adequate number of educational institutions is 
making the days of enlightenment a thing of the distant future. 

If, of money, there is enough and to spare, I would fervently join 
with my countrymen in appealing to Government, in the language of 
the poet to—*> 

Call your poor to regale with you, 

All the lowly, the destitute; 

Make their neighbourhood health-fuller, 

Give your gold to the Hospital; 

Let the weary be comforted. 

Let the needy be hanquetted;” 

and not to think of spending money on what m3iy ye^ wait, as it ims 
waited, for a good number of years, according to the showing of the 
Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler. We do not require to be told that “ the 
district and suhdivisional boundaries are not sacrosanct,” and that senti¬ 
ment shonld not be allowed to stand in the way of carrying out schemes 
dictated by administrative exigency. I support whole-heartedly the 
motion of our learned friend Mr. Suhrawardy, because we are not led 
in this matter by motives other than disinterested, and beg to commend 
it to the good sense and wisdom of this Council. 

BdlU 8ARAT CHANDRA JAN AH s The resolution that is now 
before the House has been fully discussed from all possible points of 


main points against the proposed partition and try to answer the argu¬ 
ments adranced in its favour from the side of the Government. 

The main arguments for the partition are:—. 

(7) The area and the population of the District is very large for 
one district officer. 

• 

(2) By a partition greater increase of administrative efficiency 
would be secured. 

(^) That a considerable amount of money has already been spent. 

(^) That the Government of India sanctioned the x>&rtition of the 

District as far back as 1913. 

« 

With regard to the iirst pomt-^my answer is—there are at least three 
other districts in Bengal with an area and population equal to that of 
Hidnapore, namely, Mymensingh, Bakarganj, and the 24-Parganas. 
Of the total area of about 5,000 square miles in Midnapore, 1,500 square 
miles are covered with jungles. The old district .with its headquart|r8 
at Midnapore would consist of 2,688 square miles with a population of 
2,088,477, but out of ibis area, if the jungle land is excluded, the total 
area would be 1,100 square miles only, which is too small an area for an 
independent district with a large set of officers as at present. The new 
district of Hijli, which is sought to be carved out of the old district, 
would also be considerable impoverished. Then again the other dis¬ 
tricts of Bengal, which entail more or less the same amount of admin¬ 
istrative work caiiuot be partitioned. 

Secondly, it is contended that for greater efficiency in the adminis¬ 
trative work smaller areas are suitable but what is efficient adminis¬ 
tration? Does it hot mean an administration under which the educa¬ 
tional, industrial, agricultural, economic and sanitary conditions of 
the people advance rapidly and efficiently? But this can never be 
possible simply by dividing up bigger districts into smaller ones, unless 
money is available directly for those objects. . The people would in no 
way be the better off by having a double and treble set of District 
officers instead of one. 

Then with regard to the third point. If it is found on a mature and 
deliberate consideration that the step taken for the partition of the 
district was erroneous, it is far better not to spend money on the pro¬ 
ject any more. The real point is not that so much money has already 
been spent—though adarge amount can yet be recovered by selling off 
the lands and buildings—but that whether money ought to be spent on 
a project which is found to be of no advantage to the people. Is it pru¬ 
dent for us to waste more money because we .have wasted a good deal 
already? Hence, if we find that the partition is a wasteful, unproduc- 



Coming to the fourth point, It is said that the GoTemnent of India 
sanctioned the partition. But it did so on the recommendation of the 
Government of Bengal. Hence, it is no ground for p^ition at- all, 
and, if it is put iorward as an additional ground, it is really an argu¬ 
ment in a circle. If the foundations for the recommendations of the 
Government of Bengal be examined and found to be untenable, the 
sanction of the Government of India or of the Home Government has no 
intrinsic force in itself. 

Let me now place before the House my reasons against the parti¬ 
tion 

j 

(2) The hrst and the foremost is that the people do not want it. 
It has been suggested in certain quarters, that the agitation against 
the partition has been engineered by interested parties, namely, the 
samindars, the pleaders and the doctors, but this is absolutely without 
any foundation as the people of the district have ventilated their griev¬ 
ance from the platform and through the press, and also by numerous 
petitions and memorials, and I do most emphatically repudiate any 
such unfounded insinuation, and I may tell this Council that during 
the time when the voting of grants in connection with the last Budget 
caine up before the House, I was unavoidably absent for a few days, and 
the voting of grants for partition of the district of Midnapore came up 
before the House during my absence. I had to explain the .oircum-* 
stances of my absence publicly—so high is popular sentiment about the 
matter. 

(2) Secondly, there is no need for partition at all, and for the follow¬ 
ing reasons 

(t) The District Officer’s work has been much lightened by the 
appointment of an Additional District Magistrate. 

(iO ^he District Officer has been relieved of his duties as Chair¬ 
man of the District Board and of the Municipality. 

(m) The District Magistrate is no longer at the head of the Begis^ 
tration Department of the District. 

(tv) Under the existing arrangement bis connection with the Excise, 
Police, Cess and Bevenue Departments is only nominal. 

(v) For the last century and a half of British connection, during 
the early part of which a considerable amount of spade-vrork 
(such as Surveys, Decennial and Permanent Settlement) had 
to be undertaken and carried out, one single District Officer 
was found to be quite sufficient to cope with the work of 
administration. In those days tlmre were no railways, no 
well laid-out pucca and kutcha roads or canals and other con- 



(vi) In spite of its big area the district Has progressed well. 
Literacy in Hiduapore is 9 per cent, wherear in «naller dis¬ 
tricts, sucb as, Rangpur, Malda, Bajsbahi, Pabna, it yaries 
from 4 to 5 per cent. The average d^th-rate is lower than 
Bankura, Hooghly, Khnlna, Binajiibr, Nadia and other 
districts. The economic condition of the people of the disr 
trict compares favourably with other districts; a compan- 
son of the- crime statements would show that the number of 
* crimes in Midnapore is not greater than smaller districts and 
the number of serious crimes is less than that of many other 
districts^ Midnapore is a purely agricultural district with¬ 
out any mill population. 

(3) The cost of partition 'Would be about 40 lakhs of rupees, with 
an additional i*ecurring expense of about 2 lakhs of rupees. This the 
province is not in a position to bear at present. It is an unnecessary 
and unproductive scheme. 

(4) The old town is in a decaying condition. It would still more 
deteriorate if the district is partitioned. The old District Board and the 
Municipality would be impoverished to such an extent that it would be 
difficult for them to meet the cost of ^up-keep of the existing establish¬ 
ments. 

Thus I have summarised my reasons against the x>artition and, with 
these words, I press this motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Babu DEVENORA LAL KHAN: I rise to. accord my whole¬ 
hearted support to the resolution. The question of partition of Midna¬ 
pore has been for a long time before the public and at this late hour of 
the day, I believe,’ I shall not have to give a detailed account of the 
various reasons against such a proposal as the partition of Midnapore. 
It is quite well known to every one of this House that this proposal 
has been, on occasions more than one, most ruthlessly attacked by the 
general public of the district and denounced in the press. Only the 
other day, this House at the time of “ demands for grants ** unani¬ 
mously rejected the demand of a sum of money for effecting this scheme 
of partition. Sir, the peoples* indignation has many times been given 
expression to by holding public demonstrations which must have given 
proof positive to the Government—if any such proof was at all necessary 
—that they view such action of the Government with unqualified dis¬ 
approval. Before entering into a discussion of the arguments, I would 
take this opportunity to bring once again home to the authorities the 
feelings and opinion of the people of my district in urging upon the 
Government the necessity of givingscheme, nothing short of 



will create, and the disastrous consequences that such unwisdom will 
naturally breed. 

Sir, it is said that Midnapore is one of the two biggest districts of 
Bengal. So far as the geographical area is concerned, I admit, it is 
true. Govemment in its zeal for carrying out its policy often and anon 
puts forth the arguments that the vast extent of the district stands in 
the way of its ** efficient administration.’* The hollowness of this 
argument stands exposed to >ou when you will learn that barring the 
large tracts of waste lands and jungles that mostly abound in north 
Midnapore, for administrative purposes the district does not represent 
a size that involves greater difficulties than what is felt in some other 
districts of our province. As for the arduousness of the task of the 
District Magistrate—well, during the long course of time in the past 
it has never been complained of until the idea of partition caught the 
brains of our Government in recent times. Moreover, the institution 
of the system of non-official chairmanship of district boards has relieved 
the District Magistrate very much of his duties and responsibilities 
that were formerly attached to him. Over and above, the assistance of 
and Indian Civil Service subordinate called Additional or Joint or 
Assistant Magistrate has gone a great way to lighten his burden of the 
more important functions that he had to do formerly himself alone. 
So the question of efficiency will not suffer any the more now. 

Then, Sir, those who have any knowledge of the internal condition 
of the district will at once admit bat the partition will render the people 
of the district as a whole and esx)ecially the people of north Midnapore— 
the constituency that I have the honour to represent here—poorer in 
their resources, weaker in their corporate strength and, what more, back¬ 
ward in moral and material progress. Sir, I will very briefly relate my 
reasons here. 

The subdivisions of Contai and Tamluk are navigable parts of the 
district and, as such the riveiway forms the chief communication there, 
whereas the Sadar and Ghatal suMivisions have quite a large number of 
metaUed roads which are the only means of communication to the people 
of that part of the district. Now the district board has to maintain them 
at an enormous cost. The result of this partition would be, either the 
district board, with its limited resources will be under the necessity of 
abandoning some of the roads which in its turn will cause serious incon¬ 
venience to the people concerned, or to maintain them at a huge cost— 
an additional burden to which the poor people I am sure will succumb. 
Then again, Sir, the Government nowadays advances the frivolous pre¬ 
text that already so many rupees have been spent in constructing new 
buildings at Kharagpur; if now the scheme is given up so much of 
public money will go for nothing. To this argument I would firstly 
say—why did not this sense' of economy and consideration for public 



yet to save good money from being squandered after bad. Sir, 1 
understand that a sum of twenty lakhs of rupees will be necessary for 
the purpose, besides the recurring expenditure from year to year. We 
have begun with a deficit of two and a half crores of rupees so it will 
not be prudent for us to spend this large sum now on this scheme. 

Sir, before resuming my seat I would request this Council, and 
through it the Government, to accept this resolution which embodies 
the voice of the people against a painful gp'ievance of my district. 
Though.it principally concerns the district of Midnapore, but looked at 
from a broader point of view it is a question of the whole province. 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution and 
hope the Council will unanimously accept it. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadurs 1 beg to move 
that the question be now put. 

Tha PRE8IDENTS I think that the Government Member should be 
given an opportunity to reply before the closure is put. 

CHIEF 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): I propose 
to accede to the suggestion which you have put forward and be brief. 
This question of the partition of Midnapore has been talked about so 
often—we have had many discussions and we have bad the old argu¬ 
ments repeated to-day—that I do not propose to go deeply into the 
arguments and repeat what has been said on previous occasions. It was 
only three months ago that we discussed this question. It is a very 
old question—it dates bark to the year 1836. The present proposals 
bad their origin in 1913, and, although many attempts were made to 
partition the district, financial cansideratious stood in the way and 
nothing was done. The question was taken up by the District Admin¬ 
istration Committee in 1914, and thoroughly examined by them. 
Thereafter Lord Carmichael himself went and examined the question 
on the spot and came to the conclusion that it would be impossible to‘ 
introduce a satisfactory system of local self-government unless 
the district was divided into two districts of manageable size. 
Subsequently in 1915, on two occasions, the scheme-was supported 
by the late Legislative Council, and, as members are aware, very consider¬ 
able progress has been made in buildings since then. I need say little 
on the merits of the question for the partition of this district as the maitei: 
has already been put before the Council so often. It is essential in the 
interests of good administration and specially of efficient local self-gov¬ 
ernment. Under modern conditions of administration the work of the 
district cannot be carried on efficiently with the ordinary staff of a district, 
The area is too large. We have made temporary arrangements at present 
—an additional District Magistrate, additional police, etc., but these are 


commitment which we hare already incurred. It was pointed out in 
March last that a sum of about Bs. 8,63,000 had already been spent on 
buildings and that further expenditure had been incurred to the extent 
of Bs. 1,47,000: so practically Bs. 10 lakhs have already l>een spent. It 
has been stated that the cost of this partition will amount to Bs. 27 lakhs, 
but this is for a fully equipped district—a first class district up to date 
with all essential buildings. The estimate of works in progress however 
is calculated to cost about Bs. 19 lakhs and when we have these buildings 
we shall be able to start the new district. As I have already said, we 
had spent Bs. 10 lakhs up to the end of March—^we hare already incurred 
further expenditure since then, and we have enteiied into contracts to 
carry on the work which will practically take up the whole of the amount 
that was put in the budget this year. 

His Excellency, in addressing the Council on the 7th April last, pointed 
this out to this Council, and when the views of the Council were placed 
before him, and His Excellency decided that the demand for the construc¬ 
tion of these buildings in connection with the partition of the Midnapore 
district was essential to the discharge of his responsibility and gave a 
cei*tificate accordingly, I think the discussion on the subject might well 
have ended there. His Excellency told you then that we would be out 
of pocket to the extent of nearly Bs. 13 lakhs with a number of unfinished 
buildings on our hands which could not be put to any use. That sum of 
Bs. 13 lakhs has now been considerably increased. We have work in 
hand to the fiiU extent of the provision in the budget for the current 
year. The work too, as I have said, has advanced considerably. The 
buildings at Jhargram are approaching completion, and it is hoped that 
it will be possible to open the subdivision about the beginning of the cold 
weather. The same is the case with Hijli—the principal buildings are 
getting on, the Treasury and CoUectorate buildings are practically com¬ 
plete, the Police reserve lines far advanced, while the residences of the 
various officials are well in progress. 

I put it to the Council that when the work has advanced to this stage, 
when the* scheme initiated in 1913, endorsed on two occasions by the 
Legislative Council, and finally certified by His Excellency as essential 
—when so much progress has been made and everything is in train for 
the opening of a new district and a new subdivision in the beginning of 
the next cold weather—it is out of the question now to withdraw and to 
abandon the scheme. I would ask the Council therefore to reject the 
resolution. 

ThO PRESIDENT: I think I should give Mr. Nasim Ali a chance of 
speaking on this resolution. 


MEMBER in eharga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Sir Honry Whoolor): Hr. Donald has already replied on behalf of Got- 
ernment. 

Mr« 8YED NA8IM ALI: I think I ought to. say something on this 
resolution because the mover has particularly referred to me. The reso¬ 
lution has been moved by a barrister, who does not reside in the district, 
supported by a zamindar and again by two other lawyers. That is how 
the matter stands. 

Now, the only argument that has been advanced in support of the 
resolution is this; that the wishes of the people are that the district 
should not be partitioned. Who are these people? By the ** people ” 
do we mean a set of gentlemen sitting one fine morning in the house of 
another gentleman and passing certain resolutions and publishing them 
in the newspapers? By the ^'people” do we mean a certain section of 
the people of the town of Hidnapore who have certain vested interests at 
stake and who want that this resolution should be carried? Will the 
mover let me know, in his reply, who were the representatives of tha 
Panskura thana in that meeting in which that resolution was passed? 
Will the mover let me know who were the representatives of the Ohatal 
subdivision in that august meting where it was declared that this parti¬ 
tion should be annulled? Will the mover let me know who were the 
representatives of the Tamluk subdivision who wanted that this partition 
should be annulled ? Is it not a fact that the real people were not repre¬ 
sented in these meetings, the proceedings of which were published recent¬ 
ly in the newspapers a few days ago ? I know how these things are 
managed, and we all know whether even the wishes of the people have 
been at all consulted in this matter. Now, one member has said that it 
is not those persons who have interests at stake who want that this parti¬ 
tion should be annulled, but it is a very curious thing that nobody has ever 
said in his arguments that if the partition be effected whether the people 
will gain or lose. Has any member suggested before the House that, if 
this partition be effected, it would not really benefit the people ? 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 tried my best to 
impress on the Council that the people would considerably lose if the par¬ 
tition were effected. If the gentleman was not present in the Council at 
that time, it was not my fault. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI : Hy friend has interrupted me and has stated 
that people would lose. But in what respect and how? Does the mover 
suggest that if this partition be effected, then the co-operative system 
would not really be as prevalent in the district as it is now ? Has the 
mover suggested that if really this partition be not annulled, then the 
agriculture and industries of the district will not develop? On the other 
hand I think, and I have got some authority to say, that it is the agricul- 



proper opportunities are availed of for spreading the principle of co*opera- 
tiou amongst the agriculturists and also for the development of other 
industries. Now one member has suggested that the annulment of the 
partition is necessary because we find that in comparison with other di8> 
iriots the number of deaths, crimes and the amount of illiteracy is vary 
small in Midnapore. It reminds me, Sir, of the argument of a certain 
layman who put a certain question to a logician. His argument was— 
welt, without reading logic this man can argue very well, and so what 
is the good of reading logic at all. The logician answered that if, with¬ 
out reading logic he had done so much, then by reading logic he would do 
still better. Because the number of deaths and crimes is very small and 
the district has got certain adTantages, that is no argument why further 
steps should not he taken for the development of that district and, if 
sufficient facilities are given, the number of deaths and crimes will 
dwindle down still more. Then one of the arguments advanced was 
that there are other big districts in the province and when they have not 
been partitioned why do you partition the Midnapore district? Now 
that is an argument which carries no weight. If once we decide that 
for efficiency of administration and for development of agricuture and 
industries, the partition of a particular district is necessary and simply 
because that cannot be done for shortage of funds in connection with 
other districts, therefore, the partition of this particular district must 
be stopped—this is an argument which I fail to appreciate at all. It 
has been argued that a man from the borders of Midnapore has only 
supported it, but I think that that man from the borders of Midnapore has 
often been in some of the remotest villages of the Midnapore district, but 
the mover, except alighting from the frain, taking a gharry and going to 
the Midnapore town, has never stepped his shoes in the mufassal of the dis¬ 
trict. It is also evident that if this district be partitioned, then the law¬ 
yers and the zamindars would be inconvenienced. There cannot be the 
slightest doubt about it. It also reminds me of the history of the parti¬ 
tion of the Hooghly and Howrah districts. We all know that Hooghly 
was the main district and that the District Judge’s and other offices were 
all located in that district. The people of Howrah moved for the trans¬ 
fer of these offices to Howrah and some gentlemen from Hooghly opposed 
it and we all know why they did it. Subsequently the people of Howrah 
succeeded, and I do not think that anybody has ever suggested that there 
has been any loss to the people of Howrah on account of this partition, 
or that the people of Howrah have ever said that they have lost anything. 
It is only after the partition is effected that the people at large begin to 
realise the fruits of it. The whole argument is based upon sentiment 
and self-interest. It is also evident that some language has been used 
which would go to show that the gentlemen who want this annulment 
have nothing in view except that the old state of things must continue 


tKe poor mufassalities wlio live in the distant Tillages. His whole argu¬ 
ment is that, if the district be partitioned, the municipality would be 
unoared for and therefore somebody would suffer, and that is where the 
shoe pinches. 

With theses words, I oppose the resolution. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: I beg to move 

that the question be now put. 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; I submit 1 have got 

a right of reply. 

The PRE8IDENT: You will have no right of reply if the closure is 
carried. 

The motion that the question be now put was then put and lost. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 have great pleasure in support¬ 
ing this resolution. It will be in the recollection of many members 
of the House that when the budget estimates came before us, I moved 
an amendment to the effect that the expenditure for the partition of 
Midnapore be not voted. That resolution was canied by a fairly large 
majority of the members of this House. I am sorry to say that His 
Excellency was pleased to— 

The PREBIDENT: 1 do not think you need refer to the action taken 
by His Excellency. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Very well, I shaU not. I think 
that that item of expenditure has been restored. Now, what are the 
■ facts. I understand that after restoring this item, they are now very 
busy working with the scheme for the partition of Ifidnapore. The 
works are now very much more in progress. I fully realise the fact that 
a very large amount, nearly Rs. 10 lakhs, has been spent to effect this 
partition, vis., in the erection of new buildings. We have very great 
doubts whether we would get those advantages which the oi&ciuls think 
would accrue from the partition. My friend, the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion, has already told you that the headquarters of the two districts are 
only six miles apart, that is, you can go from the headquarters of one 
district to another district within 15 minutes. How will the people be 
benefited thereby? Of what advantage will the partition be to them? 
The people who come from the interior of the district could as well go 
another six miles to reach the headquarters. Now let us sec the cost. 
The cost would be another District Magistrate, another District Judge, 
another District Superintendent of Police, at least a couple of Deputy 
Superintendents of Police, a Jailer, a Civil Surgeon, and a Jail which 


a separate set of officials, why do not yon spend a lakh of rupees in 
haying a good Technical College at Midnaporef Why dol not you 
open a medical school at Midnapore? Why do not you make the 
present college at Midnapore, which only teaches up to the F.A. 
standard, a college reading up to the B.A. standard? Now you can 
do all these things with the two lakhs of rupees which you want to 
spend in this partition scheme. This is, I think, one of the grounds 
on which my friends ought to support the present resolution. 

Then my hon’ble friend, Mr. Donald, has told you that this parti¬ 
tion scheme has been under consideration since the year 1836. I did 
not know that—he has also told you that the scheme had matured in 
the year 1913, when Xiord Carmichael was the OoTemor of Bengal. 
Since the year 1836, that is, close upon a century, if this partition 
scheme could remain in abeyance, and it was only a few years ago that 
Lord Carmichael went to the spot and thought that something should 
be done, 1 think the present Goyemment could haye stayed their hands' 
for another year or two. We know full well that the province is now 
very much in need of money. We have not got any money to spare 
and to add, at this time, another recurring expenditure of lls. 'Z lakht 
is, I think, impolitic. Well, I am told that when the proposal for 
partition was ]>ublished in the press, there were eight petitions from 
the people to the Government. What has my friend Mr. Nasim Ali 
to say to this? And then there is another fact that Mr. Nasim Ali, 
who has opposed this resolution, is not a resident of Midnapore. So, 
he has no right to oppose the resolution with that vehemence which a 
resident of the place can do. Well, I may teU you that I have got my 
relations who hold large landed properties in the district of Midnapore, 
and I have never heard any complaints from them that this district 
ought to be partitioned and that they are put to any sort of inconve¬ 
nience because the districti is not partitioned. For, these reasons, I 
beg to support the resolution of my friend Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 do not propose to take 
up much time of the House. I rise to support the resolution. This 
House, only a few months ago by a large majority, accepted the pro¬ 
position that the partition of Midnapore was not necessary. The ques¬ 
tion arose no doubt at the time of the budget debate, hut incidentally 
we had to consider whether the people concerned liked it, or whethei 
any necessity for the partition on administrative grounds was made out 
and whether the cost was not prohibitive. On these three grounds, I 
think, we came to the conclusion that neither of the grounds in favoui 
of partition was made out and it was not at all advisable to incur so 
heavy an expenditure over the partition for which there is no demand 
from the people concerned; and by a large majority we refused the 


works. If that question had come before the Hoiise^-that for comple¬ 
tion of some works some amount was necessary, that would have been 
allowed even by this House. Because some of the houses have been 
built at some expense, is it a ground- 

The PRESIDENTS Tou are practically criticising the speech of 
His Excellency which you are not entitled to do. 

Btbu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 um not going to say 
anything about His Excellency’s speech. A certain amount was granted 
and certified, simply, as far as 1 remember, for com])letmg the 
works undertaken. To that, of course, we have no objection and I do 
not say anything against it. The houses that have been built may be 
utilised for other purposes as has been done in the case of Dacca build¬ 
ings. Some schools might be opened there. But simply because we 
spent a few lakhs, that is no reason why we should spend a good deal 
more and why there should be a duplication of ofdccrs and a consequent 
heavy expenditure. Now, because the work could not be 8topx>ed, a 
question has arisen here for a final opinion of this House whether the 
partition should be proceeded with or given up for good. We already 
thought over all the questions involved and wc have also heard the 
objection of Mr. Nasim Ali and I think no new case has been made 
out for going against our deliberate opinion after a full discussion at the 
time. Mr. Nasim Ali now says that no representative of the peoide 
came forward to oppose the partition; but at least we have not 
also beard that a portion of the people are really in favour of parti¬ 
tion. We have not seen the proceedings of any meeting held by 
the people of Midnapore that the partition should be proceeded with 
and it should not be abandoned. In that case by that argument we 
cannot come to the conclusion that the people concerned really liked 
that the partition should he proceeded with. I think, therefore, that 
as we held then, though incidentally, and as no fresh reasons have 
1)een put forward for changing our opinion, we should come to the same 
conclusion and should uphold our expression of opinion that the parti* 
tion is not necessary. This is not the time, when we are faced wth 
a heavy deficit, for undertaking a thing which would cost us a good 
deal and for which it would be necessary to incur an annual recurring 
expenditure amounting to Bs. 2 lakbs. 

Under these circumstances, I think that we should support this 
resolution. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This matter 
should not be lightly disposed of. The Government have taken a very 
strong attitude in regard to it. His Excellency the Governor has 
vetoed our resolution about it. Now the question is this. If we suppqrt 


Sir, it is said that since 1836 the proposal for the partition of Hidnapore 
has. been afoot. True, Hidnapore is a very large district aod it may 
well be divided if there is money to do so. Now, it is said it came np 
again some ten years ago. It was then proposed to have the head¬ 
quarters of the new district at Contai. That is a proposition which one 
could understand. That would be a division of the district. Then 
Mr. Kerr opposed, the partition. Now, Sir, to have another district 
only five miles from Hidnapore can you call it a bond.fide partition. 
People think that it is not in the interests of the i)eople that this is 
being done. If it were in the interests of the people, we might have 
gone to Contai, but you shall not go there. Five miles are within t-he 
suburbs of Hidnapore town. What reason can there be for having 
another district in the suburbs of the same town? Sir, there is a pro¬ 
verb in our country that the woman who loves the child more than the 
mother is a witch. All the people of Hidnapore have protested against 
this partition of placing the headquarters five miles from Hidnapore. 
Why should other i>eople, who have no interests in the district, come 
forward and say “ let us have partition?** Why should men, officers, 
English officers for the matter of that, go against the wishes of the 
people. There is absolutely no reason whatsoever for it, and the time 
has come that at least in these matters the Government should remem¬ 
ber that this is after all a foreign Govemment and tliat it should never 
go against the wishes of the people. Now it is said that we had spent 
Es. 10 lakhs. The entire expenditure would be Bs. 27 lakhs. If there 
are good reasons for having a district town within five miles of Hidna- 
pore, we would have said ** let there be a partition.** But if that divi¬ 
sion is absolutely untenable and unreasonable, if Bs. 10 lakhs have been 
spent, and unwisely spent, should another Bs. 17 lakhs be spent again? 
Then it has been said that it is clear that another Bs. 2 lakhs would be 
the annual expenditure. Why should this expenditure be incurred at 
all? Are we in anyway in a sound financial position? When we ask 
for drinking water, when we ask for medical relief, we say there is 
no money; but for the pleasure, and for the luxui'y of partition, there 
is Bs. 17 lakhs at once and Bs. 2 lakhs a year recuiTing. We shall 
never support such a procedure. Let the Government show the necessify, 
let the Government meet these arguments of ours and then let them 
veto our resolution. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I had no desire to intervene in this debate 
but, if I rise to-day to sjieak, I do so, because I have discovered in 
this Council an hon*ble gentleman, who has thought it fit to play the 
part of “ the woman who loves a child more than its mother.** to quote 
the proverb just cited by Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Babadur. The 
hon’ble member bas thought it fit to question the representative charac- 



For his benefit, let me quote his own speech as to who the mover of 
the resolution is. In his {nreTious speech, he said 

I thought that the gentleman who has been returned from the Bnrdwan Division, 
South, Mr. Zahid (sic) Suhrawardy, would have said something on this matter 
because he is a representative of the rural Muhammadans of Midnapore. Babu 
Barat Chandra Janah . . . represents only one portion of the district. Where¬ 
as in Midnapore if a Muhammadan wanted to be returned, he has got to secure 
votes from the entire district, and it is the Muhammadan candidate who can 
really tell the House what the difficulties are, even of informing the voters of their 
right to vote and the date thereof. 

Well, it is that Muhammadan representative, Mr. Shaheed Suhra¬ 
wardy, who is the mover of this resolution, and that is his authority for 
representing the views of the people of Midnapore. Tie is nobody, he 
is not competent to speak on*" behalf of the people of Midnapore hut 
the hon’ble gentleman, hailing from the banks of the Rupnarayan, who 
had to beat a hasty retreat from Midnapore, whom the voters of 
Midnapore knew not, who would like to play the Blue Beard here also 
and have Midnapore cut asunder, for having repulsed his overtures, 
is the fittest person to speak on behalf of Midnapore. I quote his own 
words:— 

I was a candidate for election for the Burdwan South Muhammadan aroa, 
which .comprises the districts of Howrah, Hooghly and Midnapore. I tried my 
best to inform my voters that I would stand as a candidate, and, when I tried to 
find out means of communication, I found it was impossible to inform my voters 
that an election would take place and that they had the right to vote. 

But in spite of that Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy experienced no diffi¬ 
culty and he has been returned by an overwhelming majority of votes 
by the Muhammadans of South Burdwan Division comprising the dis¬ 
tricts of Howrah, Hooghly and Midnapore, and if Midnapore knows 
not the hon'ble Maulvi it is not the fault of want of communication. 
The fault is the other way about. 

Then there is the Kumar of Narajole who represents the subdivi¬ 
sions of Sadar and Ghatal. He is not a nominated meml)er. He is an 
elected representative of the people of Ghatal and Sadar. He is not fit, 
he is not qualified to speak on behalf of the people of Midnapore because 
he happens to have considerable landed properties and is a zamindar, 
hut the hon’ble Maulvi, who owns not a single inch of land in the 
wide and vast district of Midnapore is the fit and proper person qualified 
to speak on its behalf. 

There is Babu Sarat Chandra Mnkhopadhaya, . the member for 
Tamluk and Contai, who is also the Chairman of the Municipality of 
Tamluk. He is not a representative of tlie i)eople of Midnapore 
but the hon’ble Maulvi, hailing from the banks of the Rupnarayan, who 



Babu Sarat Chandra Janah^ also the repreaentatiTe of the people of 
Contai and Tamluk has‘spoken on behalf of the people of Kidnapore and 
he is not qualified because he is a lawyer, but the Maulvi from outside 
the district is qualified to speak. 

Then I might also place my own yiews before the House. . Bui I 
fear toi tread where the hon’ble Maulvi has rushed in. I do not 
represent Midnapore on the Legislative Council. 1 am the represents* 
tive of Dacca. I am, however, encouraged by the example of the 
hon’ble Maulvi and I am reminded that, I happen to be the Chairnmn 
of the District Board of Midnapore. I have taken the trouble to 
ascertain the views of the elected representatives of the people on the 
District Board. I have also consulted the members of the Local Boards 
and all of them, without a single exception, have expressed themselves 
unanimously in favour of the annulment of the partition of Midnapore. 
But, I daresay, they are nut qualified to speak on behalf of the people 
of Midnapore but the hon*ble Maulvi is the i)erson who must speak on 
behalf of Midnapore. I thought when the hon’ble Maulvi spoke on 
the last occasion he did so because he was smarting under the refusal 
of the Muhammadans of Midnapore to elect him as their representative. 
I should have thought that he had been cured of his rancour by this 
time. He has, however, returned to the charge and has surpassed his 
previous performance. It is not to be wondered at. For to-day he has 
the additional stimulus and incentive of having been mentioned in des¬ 
patches by His Excellency the Governor. However, I should not be hard 
upon him. I may, for his enlightenment, tell him with reference to 
the difficulties of communication which he had referred to in his last 
speech, and also the House that in Midnapore there are three motor 
services running from Belda to Contai, Chandrakona to Ghatal and 
Panchkura to Tamluk. The unhapi)y litigant from Bagnan who would 
have liked to engage tiie hon’ble Maxilvi might have motored down from 
Ghatal to Midnapore town, without attempting the impossible task of 
diverting the course of the Bupnarayan or pumping it dry by tbe estab- 
lisbment of tbe headquarters of a new district at Hijli 1 I do not wish 
to dwell at length on this point. Maulvi Nasim Ali, and those of his 
ilk, got their reply on the last occasion in the “ Ayes have it ** and 1 
daresay to-day again Maulvi Nasim Ali will have his reply in the 
“ Ayes have it.” 

I will not waste the time of the Council further—only one werd 
more before I sit down. Whatever arguments might have been advanced 
in favour of the partition of the district of Midnapore, all these 
arguments have disappeared, to my mind, because these aiguments 
apply a fortiori to the district of Mymen.singh, a much heavier and 
larger district. When His Excellency, out of deference to the wishes 
oi!,the Council, has given up, if I am not mistaken, the scheme of the 


argument of expenditure. So mucK money has been poured into the 
dry and atony soil of Hijli, so much treasure has been sunk, so many 
lakha and lakhs, are we now to abandon this scheme? Well, Sir, so 
long as I remember the unsettling of the settled fact, so long us I 
remember that money and treasure lavishly poured out by tlie Govern* 
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam for the creation of a capital at 
Dacca did not stand in the way of the annulment of its partition, so 
long this argument will not appeal to me, nor to the people of Midna* 
pore. So long as we remember that the settled fact of Lord Morley 
could be unsettled by Ijord Crewe, so long as we remember that what 
Lord Curzon did, Lord Hardinge could undo, we might still continue 
to hope that what may be done by the Earl of Bonaldsbay may be 
undone by the Earl of Lytton. 

The success of our efforts depends upon the intensity and volume 
of the agitation. The resolution might be negatived, but we will move 
it again and again till we have annulled the partition of Midnat>ore 
like the partition of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

With these words, 1 beg to support the resolution moved by the 
hon’ble Muhammadan member for Midnapore. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I thank you 
for giving me the opiwrtunity to reply to the charges that 
have' been levelled against me by Haulvi Nasim Ali. 
1 presume I shall have to acknowledge the authority of Maulvi 
Nasim Ali when he says that he has authority to 
speak on behalf of the iieople of Midnapore because he has been men* 
tioned as a representative by His Excellency, but the people and the 
Council do not acknowledge his authority or set much store by tlie 
futile arguments that he put forward in his s})eech. He has no atom of 
right to speak on behalf of the people of Midnapore. He has said that 
a barrister, a zamindar and two lawyers have .spoken for the i)eople of 
Midnapore. The people of Midnapore were foolish cuough to leium 
such men. If he had been returned, he would have been sati.sded with 
the acumen of the people of Midnapore and with their good sense in 
returning lawyers to the Council. How little Maulvi Nasim Ali knows 
of the facts of the case when he says that the only argument that has 
been advanced is that it is against the wishes of the people of Midna- 
(lore. It is not my fault if he is unable to comprehend the other ai-gu- 
raents, it is not my fault if he chooses to be absent when speeches are 
being delivered. Can be not imagine what a large amount of money 
will be spent year by year in providing, as I have said, " soft billets P 
Can he not picture to himself the capital and recurring expenditure 
that will have to be- incurred over the inriition of the district? How 
little he knows of the people of Midnapore when he says that it is only 


little he knows of the situation when he confines the protest to a meet¬ 
ing, which has only been recently held that is since he began to take 
interest in the affairs of Midnapore. In the Qovemment resolution 
No. 6072 PD., of the 7th July, 1913, Political Department, in which 
the Government of Bengal put forward its arguments for the people of 
Midnapore you will find eight memorials attached to it. In the report 
the Government do acknowledge that there is no dissentient voice 
af?ainst the partition, and here is a gentleman who comes to speak, I 
believe, on behalf of the people of Midnapore, and denounces its repre¬ 
sentatives who say exactly the reverse. One last word which I wish 
to say is this: that if the Council passes, with an overwhelming vote, the 
resolution that the partition of Midnapot^ be annulled, 1 ask the Govern¬ 
ment not to treat it as lightly as they treated the budget resolution. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: I beg leave to withdraw the resolution 
standing in my name. 

The following resolution was then, with the leave of the Council, 
withdrawn:— 

** This Council recommends to Government that the mainland por¬ 
tion of the district of Noakhali be transferred to the district of Tippera, 
ond the island portion to the district of Chittagong.** 

Indian Cavalry for Bengal. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY. “This Council recommends to the 
Government to urge on the Government of India the xtecessity of mak¬ 
ing provision for a cavalry unit, like the one-time Bengal Light Horse, 
in the^tcrritorial army of Bengal, if such provision has not already been 
made.** 

On reading the resolution over, the first thought that will arise in 
the minds of many members of this Council will be, that it is premature: 
why not wait and see what the Central Government is going to do? 
Why rush into moving resolutions before the necessity for them has 
arisen P 

I would have liked very much to postpone moving such a resolu¬ 
tion at such a moment, had I not reason to believe that it is not only 
not premature, but this is the critical moment to take action. Not 
only do I not think that the resolution is being moved a moment too 
soon, but I am afraid T may have been already late and should have 


That this resolution has not been moved a whit too soon will appear 
rather cdearly to those who know what a settled fact means in our days, 
when once a thing is allowed to settle down, and not given a thorough 
shaking up, at the moment of dispensing, we know to our cost what it 
means to resettle it. We have, before now, allowed many measures to 
become settled facts though not making our existence felt at tlie proper 
time, and I think if this resolution is not moved now we will be doing 
the same thing again. This scheme of the teiTiiorial army is on the 
anvil, has not yet seen the light of day, there is time yet lor revision and 
readjustment. For the information of members who ore not acquainted 
with the subject, 1 should state the Indian Defence Force Act, which 
was a war measure, was repealed hy two Acts passed last year—^The 
Indian Territorial Forces Act for Indians, and the Auxiliary Forces 
Act for the Europeans. Under section 1*3 of the Indian Territorial 
J'orce Act. the Qovemment of India drafted rules for the formation of 
Indian units and circulated them for the expression of opinion amongst 
the public. These rules with the recommendation are being finally con¬ 
sidered by the Government of India and the Military authorities. An 
expressiem of opinion by this Council for the desirability of a mounted 
unit will have its weight with those who are framing, the schemes of 
territorial forces. 

I do not know whether to the incubus of a settled fact, we may not 
then have to fight against the spirit of prestige? Added to the prob¬ 
lems of settled fact and prestige, we roust have regard to another factor. 
However great may he the differences between the activities of an 
individual and a Government, they are both of them subject to the 
limitations imjwsed on by time. This matter of the territorial army 
is engaging the attention of Government at the present time, the multi¬ 
fariousness of iis duties may not allow it to attend to it again in a hurry. 
1 should also mention the fact that matters connected with tlie army 
not only require the attention of the Central Government, but have to 
run the gauntlet, I do not know, of how many departments of the Home 
Government. So to the principle of “ better late than never,” there is 
the probability that the subject of my resolution can claim the support 
of the other principles of ” now or never.” I should also say that in 
recording our voice in a matter which far transcends in importance 
all other matters in nation-building, we should not he afraid of being 
too early but of l>eing too late. We sbould never besitate to si^ak out 
as early as we can possibly do. So I think tliat I am not at all too 
early but rather this is the psychological moment for me. 

That the leaders of the non-co-operation movement, by trying io 
wreck the present system of the Government before providing for the 
defence of the country, both external and internal, are acting foolishly 


in an equally foolish manner requires no proving. We have demanded 
for some time and have got a substantial measure of self-government. 
We do not think that this measure of self-government which we bave 
got is premature; and there are many of us, myself included, who do 
not doubt that we are fit for an even larger measure of it. What is self- 
government? Councils and Assemblies, statutes and regulations in 
themselves no more constitute self-government than a body suffering 
from paralysis of its limbs constitutes health. We cannot legislate a 
foreign foe out of the country, nor can we quell a riot with the entire 
contents of the record rooms of a legislature. Without the ability of 
self-defence, self-government is a meaningless obsession. If it is so, 
the subject of my resolution, if I may be permitted to say so, requires 
no proof, but is a necessary chapter of the pioposition that ability of 
self-defence must precede the ability to self-government. Whatever 
other people may do or say, that we, the members of this Council, can¬ 
not ignore the intimate connection between self-defence and self- 
government, forms my principle plea. If we have got a substantial 
measure of self-government, a substantial measure of the work of self- 
defence must be taken up. If it is said that there is the regular army 
for the purpose, my reply is that not only have we got to fill in the ranks 
of the regular army in all its departments, but of the volunteer forces 
as well. That the volunteer army is a big factor in the defence of the 
country, as well as in the preservation of internal peace, need not be 
urged ux>on. Equally with a large measure of self-government and 
equally with the regular army we must fill in the ranks of the volunteer 
forces. Not only that; along with progressive realisation of respon¬ 
sible self-government, we must press oUr claims to an even higher share 
in the work of defence of the realm and preseivaiion of peace. One of 
the glorious achievements of the British nation has been the restora¬ 
tion of internal peace and defence of the country against invaders. I 
would say, a yet more glorious work remains to be performed to make 
ns fit to do this by ourselves; if not entirely but still progressingly. 
Jjet us be given the liberty to defend ourselves where we can be trusted 
to do so. I need not dwell on the oft-repeated expressions that it is 
the natural right of man, gift of Qod, etc. I will say again, whatever 
short-sighted people may do or say, that the ability to self-defend must 
precede the ability of self-government cannot but be ignored by the 
members of this Council. This is my princi{)al argument. 

As regards subsidiary points the first is that it will pi-ove very help¬ 
ful in the preservation of peace in a locality whore no iwssible measures 
for the punwse should be neglected. The city of Calcutta, the second 
city of the Empire, has got a very large industrial population; this 
city is the centre of an industrial area extending from 26 to JJO miles in 
some directions. The difference between the indigenous and the large 


are large bodies of Pathans and other fierce people scattered all oyer 
this area where the difference between elements composing the popu¬ 
lation is relatively homogeneous, the danger to peace and security is 
small, But where this difference is great, where the two sets of the 
lK>pulation are alien in character and habits of life, where the one set 
of the population is timid and weak and the other set fierce and tur¬ 
bulent, and risk to peace and property is great, in such areas sudden 
widespread and violent disturbances should always be provided against. 
Id this connection, 1 shall observe that this force will not only 
be a useful addition to the police force of the country, but force of a 
character which is much needed in the country. Some of us will not 
have Gurkhas and hillmen to interfere with us in the preservation of 
l)eace; hut how to replace them? 1 have spoken before about unreli¬ 
able elements which I should enlarge and shew in another as})ect. Hot 
only is a heterogeneous conglomeration liable to sudden and violent dis¬ 
ruption as in cases of racial and religious outbreaks, but the attempt 
at stoi^ing such disturbances by an agency, which is alien in character 
and habits, is bound to miscarry and is more or less otherwise unfor¬ 
tunate. Events like the recent one which was discussed so much will 
occur and recur. I do not wish to rake up old sores but we can not 
afford to ignore them as pieces of history from which to learn how to 
stop unfortunate events occurring frequently in failure so long as un 
agency, very foreign in character and sympathies, is employed in quell¬ 
ing riots or the likelihood of one, these events will recur with mathe¬ 
matical exactness. The alien agency must be replaced by one more 
native. I do not blame anyone. Hot only will a Gurkha fail to do 
justice to a situation in Bengal but a Bengali force will fail to deal 
with the sort of justice that is inevitably required in Hepal or Afghan¬ 
istan. A Bengali Cavalry unit will fit in with this state of things. It. 
will be able to cover a wide range and to anive at the danger zone at 
a time which may make all the difference l>etween loss of life tmd 
property; and, what ia of more importance, of honour and preserva¬ 
tion thereof. I should point out, at this stage, that whether Calcutta 
is the second city of the Empire or the third or the fourth in import¬ 
ance in the difficulty of the problem of maintenance of the ]Htblic peace 
against sudden outbreaks of lawlessness, it yields to no other city of 
the Empire. I think this will be readily admitted by those who have 
any remembrance of the history of the Calcutta riots and the giave 
under-current of racial and religious differences of its xmpulation. I 
should also sound the note of warning, in the light of the newly awakened 
labour unrest, that the future may not he piegnant with peace and 
amity, but may usher in bard days against which we should make full 
preparations. It may be said that there are the police armed and 
unarmed—the military and auxiliary forces to perform this duty for us, 


IIS. It may be said that this opportunity is being given to us in the 
shape of an infantry regiment, but is it too early in the day to ask for 
a cavalry unit in the light of local necessities ? 

The second subsidiary point, I will urge, is about the ever-growing 
Police Bill. This efFeciive supplementary force will be available to the 
country at a very cheap rate. I may say practically without cost, as 
this will be the volunteer force almost wholly providing its own neces¬ 
sities, the coni will be practically borne by the men themselves. A 
mounted body of troops is a costly item, and in these days of scarcity 
of revenue thus aspect of the case cannot be lightly regarded by the custo¬ 
dians of the public purse. 

A third subsidiary advantage of having such a cavalry unit remains 
to be mentioned. From a reading of history, as well as from condi¬ 
tions existing all over the world, we find that defence of the realm is 
considered as a sort of special duty of the wealthy and leisured class. 
'J’hat those who have a larger stake in the councry should claim a special 
share in its defence and preservation of internal peace, does not appear 
to me unnatural. I think the llajas and Maharajas, the Nawabs and 
Bai Bahadurs will demand this cavalry unit of mine almost as a birth¬ 
right. Although 1 am myself a democrat, I must acknowledge that 
it has not yet been the proved privilege cf the entire nobility and 
gentry of Bengal to appreciate the merits of democracy., Fox this 
reason this cavalry unit will strike their fancy, will appeal to the imagina¬ 
tion of the scions of the nobility and gentry of the laud in a way which 
cannot be achieved and which nothing else can do. If such an oppor¬ 
tunity is not provided for them they may not c-ome foi*ward in as large 
numbers to serve in the defence of the country as when some recogni¬ 
tion of their special claim in this department is shown. So, in considera- 
lion of the historical claim of this class of the population,, something 
should be done for them. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that many of us have read and some have 
actually witnessed a scene of widespread rioting and lawless¬ 
ness, of bouses being plundered, carriages overturned and 
their occupants, including respectable women and children, burnt alive 
in the heart of the city, the Bengali inhabitants of which ai'e being 
jirotected by Sikh<s and Gurkhas, by the Calcutta Light Horse and the 
Calcutta Scottish. This is celrtaiuly a defence and effective defence 
too; but what I would beg to point out is, that it is not self-defence. 

It is not defence of the race, by the race. Is it premature to expect 
and try tlie experiment of having a Bengali cavalry unit to defend the 
hearths and homos, the lives and honour of the women and children of 
their own race ? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I beg to support the resolution. 



its hearth and home, we have heard at great length the necessity of 
forming a cavalrj" unit. If I remember aright, our venerable leader, 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, one day told us in bis speech when we v’ere 
trying to recruit for the Bengali regiment that in the early ‘eighties 
he had offered himself—he volunteered himself—for service in -the 
army, but he was refused entrance into the army then. Now, during 
the war the Bengalis have proved that they can fight; the blame that 
was attached to them that they could not fight has been now washed off. 
At this latp hour I do not like to detain the Council longer. T only 
submit that every man ought to be able to defend his own home. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER.CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support the 
resolution. The Bengalis for a very long time have had no army of 
thoir own. It is thrown to our face that when we get self-government, 
we shall not be able to protect ourselves. It is an undoubted fact. 
The British Government—the British in this country—^have taught us 
many lessons—lessons of Western culture, lessons of political freedom 
and lessons of naiionulity, which, it must be said, we had not before. 
But one lesson w'e have not yet learnt—the lesson of defending our¬ 
selves. Sir, we read in the Ain-i-Akhari that at the time of Akbar, 
the Kayastha zamiiidurs of Bengal supplied the Empire, w'ih 3,00,000 
of infantry, 70,000 cavalry, and the corresponding artiller. and ships. 
Those were days when the Moghuls taught the zamindars of Bengal 
to supply them with an army. It is a fact that Sher Shah conquered the 
Moghjils with a Bengali army. It is a fact that the English ccmquered 
India partly with Bengali pykes and soldiers. It is a fia'd that the 
soldiers of the Bistoopur Itajas fought successfully against the Muh- 
rnttas. What has become of the mjirtial races? You cannot now find 
a single man even to be a proper constable from the ranks of the Ben* 
galis: you have io go up-country for them. This is the state of 
things. We must give our people a training. The time is surely 
coming when we shall get self-government but self-government without 
an army is an imiK)ssibility. When the British teach us self-govern¬ 
ment, they should also teach us lo.ssons of iiiilitary service. 
Uuforiunately the terms of service in the Military Brtrnch are such 
that the well-to-do tenantry of Bengal will not go into it. Now, my 
friend here projwses that there should he a cavalry unit like the one¬ 
time Bengal Light Horse, that is to say, a cavalry unit consisting of 
the scions of the aristocracy of the land. There are many among them 
who si>eTid their time only in hunting and pleasure-seeking. They 
would he very glad to come forward to form themselves into a cavalry 
unit like the Bengal Light Horse, and I do hope that they will 
have the patriotism to come at once and not mind the e5))onditure.. 
Jjet them show an example and others will follow. We f-hall have u 
territorial army in the near future. Tict the aristoci'acv of the land 



who are the vanguard of the nation—like the aamindars of Akhar*s 
time—come forward and form one cavali'y unit at least for self-defence. 
We know very well the dangers that are around i!s; I need not go 
fully into them. We are in the midst of very great dangers. There¬ 
fore, it is time that we should he ahle to protect ourselves, and the 
only thing, and the only way, in which it can he done is for the great 
zaraindars to come forward and enlist themselves in a body in a light 
cavalry which should at least he one thousand strong. 

The Hoifble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid, Sir, that in 
spite of your exhortation that speeches should he curtailed there has so 
far been little indication of greater brevity; rather a tendency is mani¬ 
fest in the opposite direction. I will therefoi*c deal, as shortly as 
possible, with the merits of this particmlar proposal. 

The resolntion itself is an echo of an interesting exjjeriment which 
was initiated during the war. It was in 1917 that the idea of a volun¬ 
teer Indian cavalry unit in Bengal was put forward, and it was greatly 
helped by Colonel Pugh. After a somewhat lengthy discussion, it 
became an accomplished fact; and some 200 applications for raember- 
ship were I’eceived. IVaining started in February 1918, and continued 
very nearly for a year, till January 1919. During that time about 124 
troopers went through the ramp, and at the cud 74 of them were fully 
trained. The corps experienced various vicissitudes in its career, hut 
it was well spoken of by those who saw the men at work, and there 
was not the slightest doubt that it did enlist the keen enthusiasm of 
a fair number of young men, who worked hard to make themselves fit 
for the purpose for which they enlisted. The Bengal Government 
ihroughout gave all the assistance in its power to the scheme, and 
recommended it to the favourable consideration of the Government of 
India. The present resolution, as I understand it, would like to see 
that unit made permanent in the territorial force for Bengal. 

Now, as is fairly common knowledge, a future territorial scheme for 
India has been approved, and though its details have not yet been 
authoritatively given out, the Pioneer of the 25th Tune had an article 
which, I take it, was a fairly accurate forecast. The whole subject of 
military expenditure, I may scarcely remind the Council, is in the 
hands of the Army Department, which has full c,ontrol and also finds 
the funds. Now, taking this forecast as accurate, it would seem that 
what is contemplated, apart from University Corps, is six territorial 
infantry units for the whole of India, of which one is to he allotted to 
Bengal. There is no mention in this forecast, he it intelligent or other¬ 
wise, of a cavalry unit in anv province; and it would seem therefore 
likely that the intention of the Army inilhorities is to see first what 
.success is achieved in the matter of infantry regiments before going 


suited to the use of cavahy than Bengal. Well, if that is the inten* 
tiou of the authorities, and if, as we know, the whole question of military 
expenditure rests with them, we, as Government, cannot do more in 
this connection than lay the result of this discussion before the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, leaving the matter in their hands. What the out¬ 
come may be, it is not for us to say, though 1 am bound to warn the 
Council that there are reasons for apprehending that it may not be 
favourable. As we all know, there is at the present moment a com¬ 
mittee sitting in Simla to consider the possibilities of reduction in mili¬ 
tary expenditure, and as is also fairly common knowledge, regular 
cavalry units in the Indian as in the British Army are being reduced in 
number; also as is well known, a cavalry unit is more expensive than 
an infantry regiment. Beacing these three facts in mind the prospects 
of this resolution being acceided by the Government of India are not 
hopeful. But, as I have said, we will willingly communicate it 
to the Government of India leaving the decision with them. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: As this resolution is merely a recom¬ 
mendation for a cavalry unit, we want that the recommendation be sent 
that the Bengal Council are willing to have a cavalry unit. That is 
all that I want. ^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Withdrawal of Resolutions. 

Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED being absent, the following 
motions were deemed to have been withdrawn:— 

Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that immediate steps 1)e taken to provide a steamer 
service from Barisal to Bagerhat via Perojimr town.” 

Muilvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED; “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that instructions be issued autlioriHiiig the Muham¬ 
madan Marriage Kegistrar, and not the Sub-llcgistrars, to register the 
Kahinnama of Muhammadan marriages.” 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 13th July, 
1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Tuk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 13th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Presents 

Tho Hon’ble the President, the Hon^ble the three Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon^ble the three Ministers, and 91 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Government tobacco farm at Burirhat. 

*LII. Babu JOGESH CHANDRA SARKAR; Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in chai j^e of the Deiwirtinent of Agriculture and TnduHtri''a 
be pleased to state whether there is any proposal to extend the Oovem- 
nient tobacco farm at Burirhat, and also to undertake the manufacture 
of cigars on a commercial scale ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’blelhe Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): It is not proposed to extend the Burirhat tobacco farm 
at present, or to raauufn<rture cigars on a commercial scale. 

Tlic object of the Deparlmoiit is to improve the yield and quality of 
tobacco grown in the tract by means of experiments and demonstrations 
with belter varieties, manures, elc., and to carry out ex{)erimeuts with 
a view to improving the methods of curing and fermenting the leaf. A 
small class is being trained in the method of rolling cheroots, and these 
men when ti-ained will he available for any private firm which may wi^h 
to take up cigar manufacture. It is also under the contemplation of 
Government to start a pioneer factory for the manufacture of cigars and 
cigarettes as a cottage industry. 

Accounts and Audit Reports of the Calcutta University. 

•Llll. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (n) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say 
whether the accounts of the Calcutta University are regularly audited by 




{b) Do the (iovernnient forwaril such audit reports with their 
remarks, if any, to the University ? 

(c) Will the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to state up to what 
year such audit reports have been so forwarded to the University? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when such 
audit reports for the last three years were sent to the University, when 
replies, if any, from the University were received, and what action, if 
any, was taken by the University on those reixirts? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
last three audit reports ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter: (a) The member is referred to the reply 
given at this Council on tlie 8th instant to Ilabu Hem Chandra Nasker 
in answer to (h) of unstarred question No. 188. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) It appears from the popers which have been received from the 
Calcutta University and the Accountant-General, Bengal, that the 
latest year for which an audit report is available is for 1918-19. 

(d) No audit reports for 1919-20 or 1920-21 appear to have been sent 
to the University. It appears that the Government of India sent to the 
Calcutta University the audit reports'for 1917-18 and 1918-19, with letters 
issued respectively in Novcmlwjr, 1919, and December, 1920. The Uni¬ 
versity of Calcutta do nut a])pear to have replied to these communica¬ 
tions. 

(e) The audit roiM>rts for the years 1916-17, 1917-18 and 1918-19 aie 
laid on tlie library table. 


Decline in the population of Murshidabad. 

«LIV. BabU SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment he pleased to state what is the figure of the recent census of 1921 
that represents a decline in the population of the district of Murshidabad 
as compared to the figure of the census before last, t.e., of 1911? 

(h) Does the figure correspond and tally with the figures as reported 
in the vital statistics of the district ? 

(c) What are the total number of deaths of the district during the last 
ten years from— 

(t) cholera, 

(u) influenza, 

(tu) small-pox, 

(iv) malarial fever, and 

(v) other diseases ? 



(e) Is it a fact that the i>eople living further away inland from the 
river Bhagirathi are more immune from cholera than the people who live 
in near proximity to the river ? 

(J) Is the population in the jurisdiction of every thana in the district 
decreasing every year? Or are there any exceptions where deaths are 
normal and births exceed deaths P If so, what are the names of such 
thauas P 

(g) Has the attention of the Hon^ble the Minister been drawn to the 
jioint that if the present state of deaths exceeding births continues to pre> 
vail, the district of Murshidabad will become depopulated within another 
100 years or before it ? 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
fact that the district of Murshidabad is on the way to decay and decline ? 

(t) If so, what steps, if any, are the Government taking to protect 
Murshidabad P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV¬ 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) Accord¬ 
ing to the recent census figures, the population of tbe district of Murshi- 
dahad is 12,44,207. According to the census of 1911, the population of 
the district was 10,72,274. There has been therefore a decrease in tlie 
population by 1,28,007. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. It has to be remembered that the 
figures of migration have to be taken into account in making a compari¬ 
son between tbe census figures and the returns of births and deaGis. For 
instance, the persons born in the district but enumerated outside it in 
1911 numbered 78,696. 

(c) and (d) A statement (No. 1) is laid on tbe table. InHuenaa 
figures were not shown separately in tbe returns of vital statistics, but 
those available for the year 1919-20 have been included in tbe statement. 

(e) Except in Berhampur which possesses water-works, the incidence 
of cholera in the riparian and non-riparian towns of the district is practi¬ 
cally the same. 

(/) The member is referred to the statement (No. 2) which is laid on 
the table. 

(g) and (h) I am not so pessimistic as to think that the population 
will be extinct within 100 years, and think that it is not safe to make such 
a deduction on the results of a single census. I may point out that the 
population in the Muisfiidabad district increased by 6*6 per cent between 
1891 and 1901, and by 3 per cent, between 1910 and 1911. 

(t) I have invited the District Board to hold a conference attended 
by leading men of the district to formulate a programme for the improve- 



STATEMENT I 

Showing the total deaths from different diseases in the Murshidabad district during the year 1911 to 

1920^ referred to in the reply to starred questions Nos. LIV (c) and (d). 




















STATEMENT II 


S}iowing the total namher of births and deaths in each thana of the Mur- 
shidah(td district during each of Vie previous ten years {1911 — 1920) 
referred to in the reply to starred question No. LIV (/), 
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ma ' 

3,047 


1.433 

4,887 

6,139 

84 8 

1 

1 4.837 

3.489 

aa* 

S. D»ulfttb<»»r m 

aa* 

1.604 

1 

1,980 

416 

1.039 

1.693 

631 

1.373 

1.383 


6. llRrtUarpftro — 

am 1 

8.816 

3.109 

1194 

1.800 

3.938 

138 

1.831 

8,098 

! 

861 

7. KrwuIr 

1 

a«« 1 

8,043 

3.337 

l.<98 

1.703 

8.368 1 

1 

655 

1.766 

1,690 

aaa 

8. Nubtgrftia ••• 

am 

8.287 

1 

8.833 

66 

1.486 

8.603 

1.167 

1.065 

1,637 

•aa 

9, SHganltglii — 

••a 

1.768 

1.916 

148 

1.164 

1 1.851 

697 

1,471 

1,U3 

... 

10. Man1tid»)Md * ... 

a«a 

m 

677 

187 

264 

468 

198 

434 

476 

41 

11. Jiagauj* 


S»B 

639 

UO 

' 818 

407 

04 

330 

336 

aaa 

18. RliftgwAtigoIft ... 

aaa 

8.798 

1.189 

341 

2,138 

3.837 

183 

3.589 

8.348 

aaa 

13. Bliaratpur ... 


4.107 

6.387 

1 

1.130 

8.788 

4.437 

715 

4,179 

1888 

aaa 

l4. OukariiR 

ma 

1.U8 

: I.QSn 

588 

781 

8,071 

i.3r« 

764 


86 

13. Kandi ... 

aa* 

1.U88 

9S3 

aaa 

830 

1,306 

47 

850 

1 

817 

- 

16. Khargna ... 

aaa 

1 

8.9 9 

8.839 

aaa 

8.380 

8.801 

i.on 

1 8,646 

1 

3.887 

•aa 

17. Barms ... 


3.030 

3.837 

807 

8,663 

3.820 

666 

1 3,94S 

1355 

aaa 

18. Shainshirgtnj 

aaa 

3,867 

4,879 

1 

1.018 

3.139 

4.418 

1.879 

3.787 

3.434 

1 

aaa 

19. Sail* ... ... 

aaa 

8.680 

f 

8.707 

1,087 

8.887 

8,933 

666 

3,738 

i 1339 

1 

aaa 

80. lUghitoatligu}* 

aaa 

8.616 

8.688 

aaa 

8.344 

3.866 

aaa 

1419 

1.880 


81. Ialgol»« ... 

aaa 

8.386 

8,488 

936 

8,018 

8.788 

776 

S.088 

1470 

388 

88. Itlrupar ~. 

aaa 

1,101 

8,696 

1 

618 

1,868 

8,417 

159 

1.769 

1.649 

j 

aaa 

1 


































1. JftUlittgi or Damko! 
t. Kanlnftgtr > ••• 

t. SuJagaiiJ ••• 

iinrvau or SeMaiit,'* ... 

S. Daubitiaiar 
S. Hatiliarpara ... ... S,S16 

7. Nawada . S.t83 

8. KalutKrani ~. ~. 3,49S 

9. Sat;4i<11«li! . l.Kl 

10. Mntihiditbail* ... 616 

IK Jiatfunj* .~ ... 800 

15. ItUagwangola ~. ... 8,034 

13. Bharatpur m. ... 4,461 

14. Qokartia ... 1,816 

18. Kandi ... ... 1.060 

16. Rliargram ... ~. 3.084, 

17. Biirwan ~. ~. 3.069 

18. ShamahirgaiiJ ... ... 4,861 

10. Sntl* ... .. ... 0,904 

50. KagtiunathgaBj* ... 0,965 

51. La)gAl.t* ... ... S,M6S 

OS. MlrMpiir ... S,040 


4.388 4,KM U 
3,(03 












































Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Ferry toll levied at Ranagram ghat in Kandi subdivision. 

235. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the District Board of Murshidabad have 
been levying a ferry toll at llnnagrum ghat, in the Kandi subdiviHion 
of the Murshidabad district, and tlmt they have been collecting this 
toll for some time past from the people in the dry season when the river¬ 
bed is completely dry? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(o) Yes. 

(b) Yes, they coUect toll only from those who use the temporary 
bridge in the dry season. 

Transfer of registration officers. 

236. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAU^; (a) Will the Ennoble the 

Minister in charge of the Dex>UTtmeut of Education be pleased to stale— 

(t) wbat is generally the mnicimum period of time for which Gov¬ 
ernment officers are allowed to remain in the same station; 

(tt) on what principle is the general transfer of the officers guided; 
and 

(lu) is it a fad that officers in the Registration Depurimeiit are 
generally allowed to remain in the same station for a much 
longer period, e.g.y for eight years, than officers in the other 
departments? 

(6) Are the Government considering the advisability of making the 
rules relating to the transfer of the officers in the Registration Depart¬ 
ment, the same as those of other departments ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) (i) No maximum i>eriod is 
fixed as the time-limit was abolished by Government order No. 3983, 
dated the 24th July. 1912, of which a copy is laid on the table. 

(ti) As in other departments, the transfer of registering officers is 
guided by the interests of the public service and the capacity of tlic 
officer to cope with the work entrusted to him. 

(tn) It is true that some officers in the Registration Department 
have been allowed to remain at one station for several years. Many 
reasons have contributed to this fact: the most important of them is 


transfer of sucli au ofBcet would mean not only loss and harassment to 
him but also considerable GSi.*endilure to Ooverniiient in erecting a suit¬ 
able office. lu some cases the transfer of such officers has been objected 
to by the District Registrars, District Officers, and CominissiouerH of 
Divisions, on public grounds. The number of officei's wbo have been at 
ouo station for eight years or more is 20 out of 4^8. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. 


Copy of the Government order referred to in the answer to unstarred 

question No. 230 (a) (i). 

No. 3083, dated Calcutta, the 24th July, 1912. 

From—J. U. Kbbb, Ksq., c.i.b., i.c.s., Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, General Department, 

To—The ItiRpector-General of R^istfation, Bengal. 

I am directed to address you on the subject of the transfer of officers of the Regis¬ 
tration Department. Under the orders contained in the Bengal Govemraent's 
letter No. 1654T.—G., dated the 12th October 1908, Sub-Registrars are ordinarily 
liable to transfer after being four years in one station, and District Sub-Registrnrs 
after five 3 'oar 8 . No similar rules were in force in Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

2. The Governor in Council has come to tho conclusion that the Bong.ii rules 
are unduly rigid, and that it is advisable to leave more discretion in the maltor 
to District Registrars and the head of Gie deptirtment. At the same time cxitcr- 
ieiu« has shown that mischief not infrequently occurs from Sub-llcgistrars being 
left too long in one place, and becoming involved in local intrigues and ]>o1itic8. 
Bis Excellency in Council desires, therefore, that special attention should lie 
paid to the matter during inspection of Sub-Registry offices and that inquiries 
should be made when facts are brought to tho notice of an Inspecting Officer, 
indicating the desirability of transferring a Sub*Registrar who has been for a 
considerable time in one place. The Bengal rules on the subject will accordingly 
be cancelled, and the note annexed should be inserted in the Inspection Report 
Form, 'llie term ^'inspecting Officer” includes the Inspector-General, tho Ins¬ 
pectors of the department and District Registrars, but not District Sub-Regis¬ 
trars, unless such officers are specially required by the District Registrars to 
make inquiries in such matters. 

3. Except in urgent cases, and under the special orders of Government, Dis¬ 
trict Rfigistrars should always be consulted in regard to proposed transfers alfot'tiug 
their distri<tts. llieir views should be submitted together with your proposals for 
tho orders of Government. 


Note to he inserted in paragraph B at the end of the Inspection Report 
Form^ mentioned in parayraph 2 of the Government order No. .3083 of 
the 24th July^ 1012, referred to in the reply to unstarred question 
No. 236 (a) (i). 

B. (.\ny special nr confidential remark in favour of or against Sub-Registrar to 
be inserted here.) If, during the visit of the Inspecting Officer, anything has l^n 
brought to his notice, which leads him to believe that the relations of the Sub-Regis¬ 
trar with tho local public or other circumstance make it desirable that be should be 



simply to bring to the notice of the authorities any reasons which may be found for 
moving an officer who has been for a considerable time in one place. As a rule, 
no action need be taken on anonymous complaints. 


Tea garden coolies at Chandpur. 

237. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon^blo the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table the correspondence that has passed between the Government and 
the local authorities at Chandpur and others regarding the repatriation of 
the coolies at Chandpur? 

(6) What i.s the average exist of reiMstriating a coolie from Chandpur? 

(c) What is the iiumher of coobes that have been repatriated at 

Government expense, and the coSt thereof? ^ 

(d) What is the number of cooiies awaiting repatriation at Chand¬ 
pur at present ? 

(e) Will the Government also he pleased to state the expenses 
incurred by them in affording medical aid to, and the distribution of food 
amongst, the stranded coolies at Chandpur? 

(/) Will Ihe Hon^hle the Member be pleased to lay on the tabic .u 
tabular statement showing the following details:— 

(t) the names ot the tea gardens affected by the coolie strike; 

(n) the managing agents of the above; 

(iit) the number of coolies (men, women and children separately) 
enijiloycd at e:ioh garden; 

(iv) the number of those (men, women and children separately) 

that have left employment owing to the migration of tiie 
coolies fixim the gardens; 

(v) the percentage of those that have migrated to the total number 

employed; 

{vi) the scale of pay given at the different gardens to the coolies 
(men, women and children separately); 

(vii) the causes attributed to the strike by the planters; and 

(viii) the causes attributed to the strike by the coolies? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'hle 
Sir Henry Wheeler); (a) Government are not prepared to lay any cor¬ 
respondence on the table. 

(6) Owing to the widely varying destinations of the coolies, no aver- 
age figure can be quoted. 

(c) The following is the information on record (the figures may be 
taken as approxinuite):— 

From Chandpur to Goalundo ... ... 1,016 

From Goalundo to Naihati ... ... 1,850 



These figures include children. The cost) incurred for fares in anti¬ 
cipation of Government sanction was Rs. 9,180-2. 

{d) Exact figures are not available, but the number is confined to a 
few sick under treatment. 

(e) Up to date, accounts show the figure for medical aid to be 
lls. 3,858-7, but all bilU have not yet been presented for payment. In 
addition to this are the salary and travelling allowance bills of the Gov¬ 
ernment and District Board officers employed there. No expenditure was 
incurred for food distribution at Chandpur. 

(/) The Government of Bengal is unable to give the information 
asked for. The gaidens are in Assam and the question is one for the 
Government of that province. 

^ Number of patients treated in charitable dispensaries and 

Government grant. 

238. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: 

(a-) Will the Hon*ble the Minister iu charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government he pleased to make a statement showing the average 
number of patienis treated in the charitable dispensaries and hospitals 
in the Presideiuty during the triennial period 1912-13 to 1914-15 and 
also during the last triennial period P 

(b) What has been the average cost of medicines for these two trien¬ 
nial periods per patient in these hospitals and dispensaries? 

(c) Will the Dou’hle the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have any approximate idea of the rise in prices of medi¬ 
cines during the last triennial jjeriod over those of the triennial period 
1912-13 to 1914-15? 

(d) If the answer is in the affirmative, has this rise in prices of medi¬ 
cines been takeu into consideration in making grants for medicines to 
the charitable hospitals and dispensaries in the Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The aver¬ 
age numbers were:—62,69,654 in the triennium 1914-16, and 
70,84,588 in the triemiiuni 1917-19. 

(5) Government regret that owing to the variety of classes of hospi¬ 
tals and di8i)ensarie8 and to the varying periods for which patients were 
under treatment, no average figure can Iw given which would be 
reliable. 

(c) The price of medicines has risen greatly, but there are 457 
different kinds of medicine on the list, and there have been fluctuations 
of prices, so that it would involve an undue expenditure of time and 
labour to work out statistics. 

(rf) Separate allotments are made for medicines in Government 


Water-works scheme for the Comilla municipality. 

239. Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI : (o) Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the I)epai*tment of Local Self-Government, be pleased to 
state what a(5tion has been taken to expedite the water-works of the 
Comilla municipality? 

(h) When is it estimated that the scheme will materialise and the 
work is likely to be taken ui)? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The work 
of preparing plans and estimates for this scheme has been expedited as 
much as jwssible, hut the staff of the Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, has been very busy during the past two months on a 
number of schemes. ^ 

(h) The scheme will be ready for despatch to the local authority in 
about four or five weeks’ time. If it is submitted to Government at once 
for final sanction, construction should be commenced before the end of 
the yeiir. 


Pay of compounders. 

240. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there is considemhlc discontent among the compounders employed 
in classes I, II and 111 dispensaries with regard to— 

(i) the rectenlly revised scale of pay sanctioned for them, viz., 
Its. 20—1—30; and 

(n) the manner of its application, 

as they regard the fonuer as inadequate, aud the latter as unsatisfac- 
toiy ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the present method of 
application of the revised s«;ale of pay of tile cunqxiuiiders has placed 
the senior compounders in practically the same position as the com¬ 
pounders junior in ser^'ice? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a rule to the effect that the revised scale of pay may be cjalculated from 
the beginning of the sei'vice of each compounder? 

(d) Is it a fact that the pay of the compounders in tho Eastern 
Bengal Rjiilway has recently been increased to Rs. 30— 2 —40 in the 
junior gi-adc aud to Its. 45—5—65 in the senior grade? 

(e) Are the Government considering the advisability of raising the 
pay of the compounders in classes I, II and III disjiensaries to the same 
scale? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to take steps to give the com- 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The 

answer is in the aflii'niative. 

(h) and (r) Government have decided that all compounders employed 
under Government in rlass I and class II hospitals and dispensaries 
will be permitted to count their previous services towards increment of 
paj' under the revised scale. 

(d) The answer is in the affirmative, except that the scale in the 
higher gi*ade has l>een fixed at Rs. 45—4—66 and not Rs. 45—5—65. 

(e) The question will be taken into consideration as regards com¬ 
pounders in class I and II dispensaries. As for class III, Government 
have been advised that they have no power to fix the rates of pay of the 
compounders employed under local bodies, and the orders fixing the pay 
of these officers will be cancelled. 

(/) The answer is in the negative. Compounders cannot be trained 
to liecome medical practitioners except by going through the ordinary 
medical curriculum. 

Stoppage of subsidy to Jessore-Jhenida Railway. 

241. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hnn’hle the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of IjochI Self-Government aware that 
the District Board, Jessore, is contemplating adopting a resolution for 
the stoppage of its subsidy to the Jessore-Jhenida Railway? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the result of this will be 
that the line will have to be stopped ? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware that this has caused a panic 
among the people of the Jhenida, Sudar and Magura subdivisions? 

(d) Are tbe Government considering the desirability of ascertaining 
the real facta and of taking steps for the continuance of the railway? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (b) and (c) 

Government have no information. 

{d) An inquiry will be made from the District Board. 

Appeals in certain districts. 

242. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) in which of the districts in Bengal the system of postponing civil 

appeals sine die and hearing them de die in diem is prevalent; 
and 

(n) the names of the Judges who introduced the system in those 
districts? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 



supply of driDKing wator to villagors in sanKura. 


243. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Has the Hon*hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government got 
any information as to the number of inhabited villages in the district 
of Bankura which have not any or a very insufficient local supply of satis¬ 
factory drinking water for men and cattle ? 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
any such statistics are being gathered or will be gathered during the 
present settlement operations? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the negative. 

(6) The Director of Land Records reports that registers, with maps 
to illustrate them, are being prepared for every village in the district of 
Bankura, showing the sources of water-supply, their adequacy and 
condition. 

Birth-rate and death-rate in insanitary poliCMtations 

in Vishnupur. 

244. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depai’tment of Local 
Self-Government been drawn to the fact that the death-rate exc;eeds the 
birth-rate, during the last 20 years, in the jurisdiction of some of the 
police-stations, particularly that of ludas aud Patiusire, within the 
Yishnupur subdivision of the district of Bankura? 

(&) If so, what are the causes for this decline, and what steps are being 
taken to prevent the abnormal death-rate ? 

(c) Is it a fact that large tracts of land within the jurisdiction of the 
police-stations of Indas and Patrasire have become water-logged? 

(d) If so, what are the causes, and what steps are being taken to 
properly drain the area? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state¬ 
ment showing the birth-rate and death-rate in each thana of the Yishnu¬ 
pur subdivision for the last 20 years is laid on the table. 

(h) An analysis of the results of the census from 1901 to 1911 will be 
found in paragraph 203 (page 85) of Part I of the Census Report for 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Sikkim. The results of the census of 1921 
will he dealt with in due course by the Census Superintendent in his 
census report. As regards the public health measures being taken in 
this subdivision, the member is referred to the reply given in answer to 

iinsfnrrAd nnAafinn 9 . of fliA inAAtintr liAld An PitfTi 'R'AKniA'nr 1091 



) ana \a) me touowing account is given in tne iuistriot uasetteer 

Malarial fevers are fotmd chiefly in the eastern thanas of Indas and Kotalpur, 
which adjoin the district of Bnrdwan. In these tracts the soil is alluvia), the 
country is flat and badly drained, and there are numerous filthy tanks, some of 
which wore originally excavated from motives of piety, bat have been neglected 
owing to the difflculties incidental to divided ownership, while others arc used 
for the purpose of irrigation in seasons of drought. Anopheles mosquitoes, which 
transmit malaria, breed in the stagnant water of many of these tanks and also in 
the rice^fields which are likewise responsible for the propagation of malaria. 

The District Board has been invited to hold a conference with the lead¬ 
ing men of the district to formulate schemes of water-supply and anti- 
malarial operations. 


statement referred to in the reply to unatarred question No. 244 (a). 
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insanitary condition of Soramporo “ khal.”’ 


245. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is tlie Hon’ble 
tbe Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal Self-Government aware 
that there is a Government property called Serampore khalj situated in 
the town of Serampore, in the district of Hooghly, which is in an 
extremely insanitary condition and is injuriously affecting the health of 
the major portion of Serampore town? 

(i) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking early steps to 
remedy the insanitary condition of the said khal ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Itisreporied 

that the portion of the khal situated within the town is considered 
insanitary. 

(b) The Director of Public Health has been asked to inquire into the 
matter. 

State,m^.nt referred to in the answer given by the Son^b/e the Mahara^ 
j'idhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in regard to part of umtarred 
question No, 146 asked by Rai Sahib Nilmani Ghatak at the meeting 
of the Council held on the Ist Aprils 1921. 

Nainj of estate. Period. Nainbor of certtficateg 

faeued. 

1. Fatesingh estate (of the Nawah Bahadur u£ Murshida- 

l)ad) ... ... ... ... 1918-19 4,094 

1919 - 20 1,006 

1920 - 21 2,037 

(up to 
Feb. 1921). 

Total ... 7,137 

2. Mathiirapnr estate (of the Matliurapur Zeinimlary 

Co., Ltd.) ... ... . ... ... 1-4-1920 1,566 

(to end of 
Feb. 1921). 

.3, Four annan sliare of the Bhowal estate belonging to 

Srhnati Ananda Kumar! Debt .. .. 7.4-1920 1,703(a) 

(to end of 

• Feb. 1921). 




Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general publio interest). 

k 

Board of Education. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: ‘‘This Council 
l ecommends to tlie Government lliat the recommendations of the Univer¬ 
sity Commission as to the formation of a Board of Education for the 
superintendence of secondary schools be carried out without delay, and 
I he management of all secondary schools, Government, aided and unaid¬ 
ed, be placed under their charge, and an adequate grant be made by the 
Government and plae-e<l ut the disposal of such Board for carrying on 
the above scliools, and that, if necessary, legislation be undertaken for 
cairying out the above object.** 

The matter before you is very important. I should have liked to let 
things go on as now in matters of education, hut 1 am afi'aid, indeed 
very much afraid, to take it out of the hands of the English education¬ 
ists. But the Government lias placed it in our Ininds and we must take 
the responsibility. We shall exercise that responsibility with care and 
di.scretion so that the ideals of Western euUure which have made us what 
we arc may not be impuiied. Sir, we speak much of national educa¬ 
tion. 1 do iiot understand what it means. 1 do not I’ecognise two 
standards in education. There are not two kinds of Mathematics, oi’ 
two kinds of Science, or two kinds of 3*sychology. They are the same 
in all countries and among all nations. Of course there are two kinds 
of Education—the one progressive, and the other ancient, non-i)rogres- 
sive and stagnant. There is the modern Chemistry and there is the 
unraeui Alchemy. Tliei-e aie the glories of modern Astronomy and 
tlu’! mists of ancient Astrology, i prefer the former. I shall be no 
jwrty to going back. Therefore, Sir, I do not recognise two standards 
of education. There is only one standard and that is what leads to the 
domain of truth and to progress and that is what is meant by education. 
For that there are no two standards. The only question is that of con¬ 
trol. But ill saying all this I must also say that the cry of national 
education has become \cry clamant, so clamant that wc must give way 
to it. Our boys and young Tnen are being taken uw'ay from our schools 
to so-called national institutions and they are ruining their young lives 
in a false sense of i>ati lotism. I know thousands of young men, patriotic 
and generous, .v.dio waste*! their young lives over nsUional education in 
1906. The old cry has again been raised this year with disastrous results. 
Therefore, Sir, we must make our education national, i.e., 
under the control of the nation, and have it supported by the Govern¬ 
ment. My proposal before you is to make secondary education national, 
that is to say, to have it controlled by the representatives of the people. 


scHooIh, and others can never he recognised hy anybody as national in 
any sense of the term. That is my idea. Therefore, 1 propose to make 
secondary education for the present national, and 1 propose a National 
Board to take charge of it. The University Commission have recommend' 
ed it. 1 ilo not c^uite agi’ee with all its recommendations. I would ftro- 
pose that this Board should consist, of fifty men representing all the dis¬ 
tricts and all sections of the community—Hindus, Muhammadans, Christ¬ 
ians, Anglo-Indians and the depressed classes; but I would have half 
the number elected by the graduates of this country. They know the 
benefits of Western education. They should control our system of educa¬ 
tion. I should also have one-eighth of the members Englishmen nomi¬ 
nated by the Government. I would further have half of the higher 
inspecting staff English educationists. This is my proposal. Tou need 
not take it, the Government need not accept it. The Government should 
certainly finme the constitution. I leave it to them. All that I desire 
is that it should be made representative and national, and 1 would recom¬ 
mend that the Minister in charge should have the constitution approved 
by this Council, The main idea should never be forgotten that it should 
be a National Board of Education. Sir, money also should be placed in 
the hands of this Board to carry on the schools. Government, aided or 
unaided. I am not now speaking of the infermediate colleges nor am 1 
considering or contemplating the abolition of the Matriculation Exami¬ 
nation. Q’hose are beside the question. First let us have the Boiirrl 
and a Natolnal Boaid and let them decide. 

Sir, there is another matter. This resolution before you was drafted 
by some of the Secrefaries of the Teachers’ Association and placed in my 
hands. Sir, the lot of teachers in Government, aided and unaided 
schools is very misemblc- Graduates among them are in no way inferior 
to any one of us here, but they to whom we entrust the education of 
our children work all their lives sometimes on less than Es. 40 a mouth, 
and that without a pension in their miserable old age. Sir, “ passing 
rich on forty pounds a year ” is a thing no longer possible. The present 
state of things cannot continue any longer and must be remedied. The 
teachers of schools, aided and unaided, must be taken in band and that 
at oncei Their salaries should be made adequate and graded, and they 
should be provided with a pension in their old age. Sir, that is my idea. 
The details should be settled by the Board when formed. I would leave 
the details and the constitution of the Board to be settled, in the first 
instance, by the Government aud the Minister in charge of Education. 
I do not think, Sir, that this resolution, if c^arried, would require legis¬ 
lation to give effect to it. I do not think it necessary. So far as the 
Government schools are concerned or the Government aided schools are 
concerned, they cannot but place themselves under the Board, and 
according to my proposal every unaided school sliould receive grants 


but if legislation is at all necessary, let us Have it by all means. Sir, 
this idea of a Board for secondary schools is not mine. It is the outcome 
of the^eliberation of the TJniyersity Commission. The Commission say— 

. . Most of the high English schools are under^equipped and are conducted 

by Underpaid and for the most part an untrained staff. 

It is admitted on all hands that this state of things must be 
remedied. 

B'ext comes the question of finance. It is not generally appreciated 
that out of the profits of the secondary schools the colleges and the 
li'iiiversity are mainly maintained. The difficulty will be with these 
colleges and the University. We cannot ignore that fact. The Univer¬ 
sity authorities wrote to the Government of India some time ago to 
appoint a committee for examining the financial situation. The Govern¬ 
ment of India ignored it. The matter was brought unofficially to the 
notice of the Secretary of State, who asked for an explanation. The 
Government did nothing, but washed its bands of this University and 
threw the burden upon us. Not conteut with that they provided us with 
I a white elephant, namely, the Dacca University, which is considered by 
' my Muhammadan friends as a special gift for them, though for what 
, reasons I do not know, for they have very few Muhammadan students 
there. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syect Shame-ul-Huda): 

That does not arise in the present question. It will only lengthen the 
debate if you raise such a point. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I will not lengthen 
the debate. I was only going to say that they have got very few 
students there. 

Sir, it is therefore of the utmost importance to this Council that the 
Education Minister should at once appoint a committee to consider the 
financial situation. We cannot, we shall not, and we will not in any 
way do anything by which the efficiency of the University and of our 
colleges may he impaired. All schemes requiring money for education 
should wait till we know whether we can maintain our colleges and the 
University. No further expenditure should he incurred before that. 
This matter of a Board for secondary education, however, does not depend 
upon that question. That has been recommended by the University 
Commission. So let us have this Board. All that we desire is that we 
shall make a beginning of national education. We shall make this 
Board thoroughly representative and national. 

With these words, I place this resolution for the consideration of 
this Council. I must say I do so with great trepidation of heart. I do 
not know where this revolutionary change would lead us to. But we 



The PRESIDENTS Before I caU upon Babu Surendra Nath MuUick 
to speak, may I suggest that his amendment take the following form: 
kliat after the Words “ secondary schools the words ** general and yoca- 
tional be added and after the words ** without delay ** the words 
** that the said Board be so constituted as to be representative of the 
various interests concerned, etc., etc.’’ be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTERs There is this difference. The 
Hai Bahadur’s resolution suggests the formation of a Board on the lines 
of the University Commissions, while Babu Surendra Nath Mullick’s 
report is of a different character. That is the difficulty. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; But I do not base 

my resolution on the recommendStions of the University Commission. 

The Hon'Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: In that case I shall have no 
objection to the suggested alteration in the amendment. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: 1 may say at once that 
1 entirely agree with the principle of the Hai Bahadur’s resolution. 
My amendment is in fact meant to render possible the speedier carry* 
ing out the resolution. As to the merits of the proposal, there can be 
no two opinions. In 1918 the Calcutta University Commission pro¬ 
posed the establishment of such a Board; there were then only 700 
schools in Bengal, the number has since gone up to 900. Vocational 
education was then not so much in demand, hut now on all sides there 
is a persistent cry for it. If secondary education is to be properly 
attended to, there must he a new central authority which will make 
it its sole business to look after it. The University Commission report 
says:— 

The feeling springs from a conviction or it might be truer to say from an in¬ 
stinct, that education ehould not be controlled in all its vital issues by abureaucra(*y, 
however competent and disinterested, acting in name of the Government. State 
aotim and State enpervision are necessary as factors in educational polity, hut they 
leave a wide marghi for the exercise of free-initiative even at the cost of what may 
seem to be waste of energy and some disregard of the intellectual standards accept¬ 
ed as authoritative by the expert opinion of the time. 

What is the existing system? Schools are now under the divided juris¬ 
diction of the University and the Department of Public Instruction. 
The inspection of the schools is done by the Department, the University 
has no agency of its own for the purpose. Grants in aid^e also given, 
if at all, by the Department, and not by the University, which has no 
funds to spare for the purpose. What the University does is to grant 
or to withhold recognition on the basis of the reports of the Qovern- 
ment inspectors. Cases of conflict between the two authorities are not 



University point of view, because it brings considerable profit to the 
University. The University makes a profit out of tbe Matriculation 
in two ways: first, out of tbe examination fees two-tbirds of its total, 
about Bs. 1,60,000, and then, out of tbe registration fees, Bs. 40,000 at 
Bs. 2, wbicb tbe University realises from tbe students on tbeir passing 
tbe Matriculation. Can there be any doubt that tbe University by 
following such commercial methods can end only in lowering standards 
and adulterating tbe whole system of secondary education? Tbe results 
of the Matriculation Examination show this. Almost 95 per cent, of 
candidates are passed—^most of them in tbe first division, less in the. 
second, and almost none in the third. It comes to this, therefore, that a 
boy cannot pass in tbe third division unless be has made a special 
application for that distinction. Tbe University maintains its connec¬ 
tion with tbe schools and will continue to be anxious to maintain its 
connection with schools, mainly because of tbe grist wbicb schools 
bring to tbe post-graduate mills. It has absolutely no desire to 
improve tbe quality or tbe standard. Becently it has advertised its 
intention to take up vocational education, but if you look at tbe matter 
closely, you will find that there is not much in it. Sir, it is certain 
that if our schools are to be improved, and if secondary education is 
to be bettered and properly looked after, tbe sooner they are rescued 
from the paralysing clutches of tbe University, the better. Tbe Univer¬ 
sity Commission bad remarked at page 31 of Volume IV of their Beport 
that to transfer tbe control of schools to tbe Department of Public 
Instruction would be a reactionary measure, a menace to educational 
freedom,** but whether that would be so or not, this much is certain, 
that to place them under tbe jurisdiction of the University would be 
most undesirable and n positive mistake. Let us by all means have 
a new central authority on a democratic basis, wbicb will be represen¬ 
tative of public opinion and which will take due note of tbe various 
needs and requirements of the community in tbe matter of secondary 
education. Let us have by all means a clean, healthy body, where 
business will be transacted with honesty and impartiality, which will 
inspire public confidence, which will work with the sole aim and 
object of improving standards and bettering tbe quality of education,' 
and which will not convert tbe Matriculation Examination into only a 
money-grinding machine. Ijet us have a body which will really look 
after and promote vocational education and would really enable our 
young men to earn their livelihood in a respectable and independent 
way. ^ 

Sir, it is because I am anxious that this mncb-needed reform should 
come about as soon as possible, that I have ventured to bring forward 
.my amendment. May I just explain in a few words my reasons? In 


oppoB«d to their recommendations; in fact, I am prepared to go very 
much further than they have done. But you will find that under the 
proposals of the Commission the Secondary Board is to include not 
merely schools, but also intermediate colleges, which are at present 
under the University, That would certainly be a very desirable thing, 
but as the Commission point out, if their scheme regarding inteimediate 
colleges is to be given effect to, it will require an expenditure of a huge 
sum of money somewhere to the tune of a capital expenditure of B*s. 60 
lakhs and a recurring expenditure of 16 lakhs a year. Let us hope the 
Government of India will give us funds by giving us the tax on jute, but, 
Sir, I am anxious that something should be done at once for putting 
secondary education on a proper basis, and I am not prepared to wait 
till it is possible for us to have sufficient funds to include intermediate 
colleges as well under the new authority. Let us make a start with 
the schools; we can bring in the intermediate colleges later, when 
possible. This will also mean a less violent .wrench from the Univer¬ 
sity during the transitional period. As we all know, as matters stand 
at present, the University exercises some sort of control over the inter¬ 
mediate colleges, hut so far as schools arc concerned, its connection 
with them is little more than that of the milkman to the cow. Let 
us see what is the present machinery. ' The University does not possess 
any agency of its own for inspection of the schools. It has to 
rely on the reports of the Government inspecting staff. Those reports 
come to the Syndicate for final orders. The Syndicate consists of 
sixteen or seventeen members in name, but as Sir Bash Behary Ghuse 
once said, in speaking of the Calcutta University Syndicate, the singu¬ 
lar number would be more appropiiate than the plural. Sir, it is 
because 1 am anxious that our schools should be rescued at tbe earliest 
moment from the grasp of the dead hand which is now on their throats 
that I want the Secondary Board to be established at once, without 
waiting for the time when we may find it possible to carry out the 
recommendations of the Commission in their entirety for including 
intermediate colleges also within the scope of this new organisation. 
And that is why I have deleted the reference to the Commission. 
That is also the reason why 1 have left out all reference to the question 
of the Government making a grant to the Board. Such a grant would 
be certainly required, if intermediate colleges were to come under the 
Board at once: money will also be necessary for the schools, but not 
quite to that extent. The income which the Board will derive from the 
examination fees will in itself he enough to make a start with, and the 
Board will also get the whole of the inspecting agency whhk the 
Department has now to maintain for secondary schools on behalf of 
the University. 1 hope it will he clear now that my amendment has 
been framed with the sole object of helping in a speedier carrying out 


• A. 



In my amendment 1 have added a few words about the constitution 
of the new Board. I hope there will be no objection to this. In this 
matter, I' should really go much further than the Commission. I have 
not gone into details, but left it elastic, just because I want absolute 
freedom to be left to us in settling the constitution later. I say what> 
ever the constitution which may be ultimately decided on, it should 
have on it a full and fair representation of Muslim opinion and import 
ant minority interests, and also of the new and growing needs of the 
community for vocational education. 

Sir, I have been asked by some of my friends as to what would be 
the financial position of the University so far as the post>graduate 
work is concerned if the Matriculation Examination fees are taken 
away from it. To that my answer is that with the present grant of 
Rs. 1,28,000 and with another adequate compensation for loss of fees, 
which we legitimately expect from the Hon’ble Minister of Education, 
the University ought to be able to carry on its post-graduate work if 
it finds its way to stop unnecessary and unjustifiable .expenditure. 

Then, again, my friends are anxious to know what should be the 
programme of the Board so far as school cuiricula are concerned. I 
need hardly tell them that this is a matter of detail which ought to be 
left to the Board. The University and the Board will be able to settle 
it very easily only if they choose to co-operate with each other. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that for no reason whatsoever should we 
postpone this reform. The University Commission have said so in 
explicit terms. There is no need for wasting precious time for the 
Calcutta University Act—as the Commission in Volume IV, Page 44 
have said (I beg to quote the same)— 

There would be no objection to the establishment of the Board as soon as the 
Unirersitr of Dacca is founded but before the reconstruction of the Uniyersity 
ol Calcutta is taken in hand. Indeed, so far as Calcutta is concerned, there would 
be many advantages in thus approaching the problem. 

This authoritative pronouncement must be accepted as a complete 
settler and no less a distinguished educationist than the Hon’ble the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University is one of the authors of 
this pronouncement. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAYS The present resolution is not a 
new resolution before the Bengal Legislative Council, but it is an old 
res(duiion in a new garb. It was in the year 1913 that I gave notice 
of a resolution in the Council for the establishment of a Board of Educa¬ 
tion for the purpose of administering the primary and secondary educa¬ 
tion of this province. At a conference in which the then Member in 
charge of the Education Department, Mr. Lyon, the Education Secre- 


move for an advisory and not an administrative Board. 1 had to sub¬ 
mit to their advice. I received a letter, however, from Government a 
few days afterwards that my resolution, though so modified, would be 
opposed. Out of sheer disgust I had to withdraw it at the time. 

In September, 1917, I however moved a resolution in the Council 
for the appointment of an advisory Board, t.e., of a Board consisting of 
official and non-official members, for the purpose of advising Govern¬ 
ment in matters connected with primary and secondary education in the 
Presidency. It was a very modest proposal, but the Council rejected 
it at the time. On the one hand there was opposition from my hfoslem 
friends, who feared that Moslem interests might not be effectively 
represented on such a Board, and on the other hand there was opposi¬ 
tion from Government, who thought that the resolution was vague and 
impracticable. Since 1917 much water hns flowed under the Hooghly 
bridge, and the angle of vision has materially changed. The Calcutta 
University Commission was appointed, and after the most exhaustive 
study of educational conditions in Bengal that has been ever under¬ 
taken, they made their recommendations. One of such recommendations 
on which they laid the utmost emphasis was the establishment of a 
Board for the control and supervision of secondary education, lower 
and higher. And what were the po\yers with which they proposed to 
vest this new authority? Not merely advisory, but with full executive 
powers, subject to practically no check by the Government. It was 
felt that if University reform was to be a reality, it must be based on 
a sound basis of secondary education, and if secondary education was 
to be bettered, the only way of achieving that purpose was by a new 
organization which would make that its sole and exclusive concern. 
The arrangement which the Calcutta University Commission found, 
under which the University and the Department of Public Instruction 
claimed divided jurisdiction over schools, with possibilities of constant 
friction between them, was condemned in unequivocal terms. The 
alternative of entrusting the care of secondary education either to the 
University or to the Department of Public Instruction wholly was also 
considered and rejected. As regards the University, it was clear that 
secondary education did not come within the legitimate scope of its 
jurisdiction: besides, the University would have enough to do with its 
own proper work. And as regards the Department of Public Instruc¬ 
tion, the Commission made no secret of their conviction that to trans¬ 
fer secondary education to the Department would be regarded as a 
reactionary measure and as a menace to educational freedom. The 
Commission was emphatic that if secondary education was to be 
rescued from the condition of uncemia from which it was suffering, the 
first step that had to he taken, and taken at once, was to set up a 
Board for the purpose, ” in whose expert knowledge, judgment and 


Volume rV) that ** there would be no objection to the establishment 
of the Board as soon as the University of Dacca is founded, but before 
the reconstruction of the University of Calcutta is taken in hand.’* 
And I venture to think. Sir, that the Commission were absolutely right 
in the view they took, both as to the necessity of a Secondary Board 
and as to the urgency of setting it up even before the reconstruction 
of Calcutta University is taken up. 

Conditions have materially changed since the Ueport of the Com¬ 
mission was published, and they serve merely to emphasise the desira^ 
bility of moving in the matter at once. The existing system cannot 
be suffered to continue any longer without serious prejudice to the 
cause of secondary ducation. The University has so far done nothing 
to improve secondary education in Bengal. Of late the policy of the 
Universiy towards schools has rather been a commercial policy. The 
University has of late been trying to gain popularity by preparing 
schemes of vocational and scientific studies. 

Sir, in a matter like this which affects vital is^es, we ought not 
to take risks: we do not want that the cause of ordinary vocational 
education should be taken up by the University. 

The University ought to have higher ends in view. I have no objec¬ 
tion if the University were to open a Technological College and con¬ 
fer degrees on higher Technology. It ought to rest itself satisfied 
with the higher education of the province. 

There can be no question that the only way to put the present state 
of things on a better footing lies in the direction indicated by the 
Calcutta University Commission. Let a Secondary Board be set up at 
once, and the control of all secondary schools in Bengal transferred to it. 
For this I have been fighting for the last nine years. Do not wait 
for the establishment of the new Intermediate Colleges proposed by 
the Commission: when they come, if they come at all, they may be 
easily placed then under the Board. Let the Board set to work with 
the schools: let it take up vocational education seriously and honestly, 
along with general education, and I am sure all will be well. Let 
not financial considerations deter us. Tbe new Board will raise enough 
money from examination fees, and it will also get tbe advantage of the 
inspecting staffs maintained by the Department. More money will be 
required no doubt, but if you do your work properly, there will be no 
difficulty about it. As to the constitution of the Board, I agree that 
it should be thoroughly representative, and I want Muhammadan inter¬ 
ests to be fully and adequately represented on it along with others. 

I therefore fully support Babu Surendra Nath Mullick’s amend¬ 
ment. I believe there is no difference in substance between Rai 
Bahadur.J. C. Ghose’s resolution and the amendment. If you accept 


There ifl just one warning I should give. In deciding thi^ question, 
let us not be led away by false issues, but let us decide the question 
on its own merits. We want secondary education: we want more of it 
and of better quality. How is that best attained f If you are con¬ 
vinced that a Secondary Board is the only right remedy, I say, you are 
bound to vote for it. As to how the taking away of schools from the 
jurisdiction of the University will affect their finances, that is a differ¬ 
ent matter and may be considered separately. None of us are anxious 
to kill ^he University. But, unfortunately, both the Government and 
the University have so far failed to do much to further the cause 
of secondary education in the province. Grants in aid to secondary 
schools, ctirriculum of studies in those schools, text-hooks in those 
schools, female education, industrial or vocational education of the 
province, consideration of the grievances of the educational staff are 
some of the most important questions which require a permanent 
Board for their consideration. The Government, if I am right, do not 
contribute even 20 per cent, of the entire cost of secondary education 
of the province, whereas the University, which is itself in a state of 
bankruptcy, can contribute nothing. The people of the province con- 
triliute about SO per cent, of the cost of secondary education and they 
have absolutely no voice in the educational affairs of the country. It 
is time that such a state of things should he mended and that at once. 

Tha PRESIDENT: Before the discussion proceeds further I wish to 
state to the Council that Bahu Surendra Nath Mullick has accepted the 
suggestion I made as regards the amendment proposed by him. 

The Hon’ble Mfi P. C. MITTER: I do not agree. 

The PRESIDENT: The amendment is there. I only formulated it 
In a convenient form. 

The Hon’bte Mr. P. C. MITTER: There is a substantial difference. It 
it not a question of verbal alteration as you thought and indicated. There 
are some substantial points of difference, but my point is that if Kai 
Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur wants to amend his resolution in a 
form acceptable to me, I do not object. So far as verbal alterations are 
concerned, I do not object, but if he does not agi'ee to amend- 

The PRESIDENT: He has agreed to amend his resolution in accord¬ 
ance with the amendment proposed by Bahu Surendra Nath Mullick. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: If he wants to amend it in a form 
not acceptable to me, I do not agree. I do not agree to any amendment 
at this stage of the Bai Bahadur’s original resolution. Of course, it 
rests with Bahu Surendra Nath Mullick to withdraw his amendment, 


The PRESIDENT: What is the difference between the amendment 
that stands in the paper and that suggested by me? i 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The difference is that the Bai 
Bahadur is not willing to delete the words ** the management of all 
secondary schools. Government, aided and unaided.** His idea, as I 
understand him« is that all the schools will be made over bodily to the 
Board, Government bearing every pice of the expense, but the Board will^" 
pay the salaries of the staff. First of all that will lead to a^ uncon¬ 
stitutional position. The Minister is responsible to the Council, and 
if the Minister for the time being makes over the spending of the money 
to a Board constituted for three or five years, then if anything goes wrong, 
the Council will have no control over the Board for these years. The 
succeeding Minister also will have no control over the Board. For the 
officers transferred to the Board certain allowances will have to be paid 
by the Board, which allowances again the Government will have to pro¬ 
vide for in the education budget. If any buildings has to be erected, 
then the Public Works Department will charge 24 per cent, 
and this charge also will have to be provided for in the budget. 
The arrangement suggested by the Bai Bahadur will lead to endless 
complications. The Bai Bahadur is perhaps not aware of these difficul¬ 
ties. I do not object to superintendence being exercised by the Board 
in the same way as is done by the Calcutta University, but as he means 
by ** management ** the actual appointment, dismissal, etc., of the 
officers, I cannot accept his idea. The absolute financial control that 
he wants for the Board must rest with thfs Council and this Council 
alone. I further submit that if the Bai Bahadur amends his resolution 
he must do it with my approval. If be does not do so, then let the 
original resolution stand. If Babu Surendra Nath Mullick wishes to 
withdraw his amendment, he is at liberty to do so. I may tell you I 
have absolutely no objection to any verbal alteration. I believe you 
were under the impression that only verbal alterations were intended 
and not any alterations of substance. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I rise to a point of 
order. The matter is one between me, the mover of the amendment and 
yourself. What has the Minister to do with it? 

Tha PRESIDENT: I shall consider the difference between the two. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: If there is one thing which we supremely desire 
it is that we should get a move on in education—education elastic in 
its contents, sound in its methods, and well designed in its organization. 
Since the Calcutta University was established its achievements have 
been remarkable—suppose unrivalled in the history of educational 
]nY>gre8s in any country of the world. Within sixty-five years the 


Batiafaotion of haying provided an Indian province with an Indian Gov¬ 
ernor. But great and remarkable ae have been ite achievements, 1 
think many of us are prepared to say that these would have been still 
greater had the work of consolidation and expansion progressed uniform¬ 
ly. For years there has been very great dissatisfaction, a dissatisfac¬ 
tion which has become more and more acute since the new regulations 
of the ITniversity came into force in 1910, at least so far as regards the 
Matriculation Examination. The truth is that there has long been need 
for relief in the office of the Director of Public Instruction as well as in 
the office of the University. Most of us in this Chamber have personal 
knowledge of the University, its organization of examinations, and its 
methods of control and inspection. It seems to me quite unnecessary to 
dilate on these points. For years we have recognised that the control and 
supervision of secondary schools' is too large a matter to be overtaken by 
any Director of Public Instruction alone or by the University alone; and 
it was with a sense of relief that we read in the report of the Calcutta 
University Commission the recommendation for the creation of a Board 
of Education, which would relieve the Director of Public Instruction as 
well as the University of a duty which they are not able to perform— 
not because they have not the ability or the will to do it, but because 
the work exceeds the potentialities of both. I notice with satisfaction 
that in his motion, Bai Jogendra Chuhder Ghose Bahadur has used the 
words ** secondary schools.’* The recommendation of the Calcutta 
University Commission referred not only to high schools, which are 
secondary schools, but also to second grade colleges, which in the Com¬ 
mission report are called intermediate colleges; and the recommenda¬ 
tion is that both types of institutions should be transferred to the Board 
' of Secondary and Intermediate Education. Inasmuch as the Calcutta 
University is still working on the lines of 1910,1 do not feel that the time 
is ripe for passing over the management and control of second grade 
colleges to this Board. I think that for the present we should be content 
to commit to the Board only our high schools. That would be a wise 
course both for the sake of experimentation and also from a regard to the 
state of our finances. While I consider that it would be quite possible 
lor the Board to relieve the University and the Director of Public Instruc¬ 
tion of the control and management of the high schools, I do not think 
that for some few years we shall have the finances to go beyond that; and 
if we limit ourselves to a strict interpretation of ** secondary schools ’* 
as in the motion, we may feel that we are in a position to urge the crea¬ 
tion of a Board of Secondary Education. The evils of the present system 
are intense. In the first place, all the education impart^ in our high 
schools is dominated mercilessly by the curricula and syllabuses of the 
Matriculation Examination, devised by an authority which is in detach¬ 
ment from high schools. These schools are inspected by the officers of 
the Education Dei)artment. That Department gives them their grants- 


reports, which are the only channels through which any information 
regarding the schools ever reaches the Syndicate. But it is the Syndi¬ 
cate which grants the schools ** recognition.** I give my personal 
knowledge and experience to the Council, when I say that there 
have been occasions when an inspector has urged the Syndicate 
not to grant recognition to a school, but in the face of his 
advice they had taken a contrary course and granted recognition to the 
school, much to the detriment of the disciplinary control which the 
Department finds it already so difficult to maintain over schools. 
Obviously, the “ recognition ’* of the school by the Dniversity is to 
school authorities of far greater importance than any inspection by any 
officer; for unless the school receives ** recognition,** its first four classes 
can hardly be formed. No boys will enter the top classes of a school 
if they know that that particular school cannot send up boys for the 
Matriculation Examination. The school authorities are therefore ready 
to surrender everything for the sake of “ recognition.** With them the 
University counts for everything and the Education Department for 
next to nothing. 

For years we have been accustomed to hear that the Matriculation 
Examination results have been astounding from a regard to the 
thousands who pass it. I do not mind openly declaring that there have 
been occasions when in giving an appointment to a junior teacher of 
a high school, I have deliberately, and without the least compunction, 
given the appointment to a man who had passed the Entrance Examina¬ 
tion in the third division, in preference to a man who had passed the 
Matriculation Examination in the first division. I am perfectly satis¬ 
fied that a third division man of the old regime is ordinarily better than 
most men who have passed in the first division under the present regime. 
There is again very great dissatisfaction with not only the quality of 
studies, but also with the grouping of subjects, with the minimum 
pass marks, and things of that kind. The present Matriculation 
Examination is regarded as a discredit to the University. 

No man can serve two masters. Our schools and school committees 
have been trying to serve two masters. But they have not been able to 
serve the University on the one, and the Education Department on the 
other side. They must be rescued from the position in which they 
are placed; and the only way by which we can do this is by putting 
them under a Board of Education. The Board of Education that I am 
thinking of is not an assemblage of graduates; but what I am think¬ 
ing of is a body of men selected in the fashion outlined in the Com¬ 
mission’s report. In the recommendations of the Commission every 
provision has been made to secure the best interests of all classes and 
communities, and then the highest interests of true education have 
been safeguarded. T feel that we need not go beyond that, because 


Muliammadan and Hindu interests; and the proportion of Anglo-Indian 
and European interests as well. What is more, the Board as designed 
by the University Commission brings that Board into relationship 
with the Kinister for Education; and thus we get a Board composed 
of members, Imrmonising various interests, and retaining contact with 
the people, the Government, the Universities and this Council. 

I therefore very strongly recommend that the resolution before us 
be accepted by this House as a resolution which is going to do what 
we have been so long wishing to do—to set free the high schools from 
that which has injured secondary education in its contents, in its 
methods, and in its organisation. 

The PRESIDENTS 1 think that it is time that I should intimate to 
the Council that I have been asked to add the word communities 
after the word “ interests ” in Babu Surendra Nath MuUick’s amend¬ 
ment, ** That the said Board be so constituted as to be representative 
of the various interests and communities concerned.’* The Govern¬ 
ment Member has no objection to this alteration being made. The 
mover of the resolution, Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, also has 
no objection. 

The amendment that the word ** communities *’ be added‘to Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullick’s motion was then put to vote and carried. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaduri Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution as amended. The resolution is divisible into 
several portions: first, with regard to the formation of a Board of 
Education for the superintendence of secondary education; second, 
with regard to the management being placed in the hands of the Board; 
and the third being the suggestions as to the finance. 

We, in the old Council in the year 1917, had a long discussion on 
the subject of the appointment of a Board of this kind. The Univer¬ 
sity Commission has come forward with certain suggestions, and when 
I first read the report of the Commission, I understood that the report 
is a programme of action. Has that been done? Has any action been 
taken yet, although it is stated in clear terms that it is a programme 
of action? Now, the resolution suggests that action ought to be taken 
and that a Board should be so constituted as to represent the views of 
the University Commission. We are told that the education pyramid 
is a very strong one, but I must say that it has a very nanow basis 
when secondary education is neglected. I speak not by reference to 
the University Commissioners’ report, but from my practical experience, 
and 1 consider that it is high time for action to be taken and a Board 
appointed. The report of the Commission draws a marked distinction 
between University education and school education. It lays down that 
Government defrays 33 per cent, of the cost for college education and 
says that a less proportion of cost is found for school education. If 


account, then 1 certainly suggest to tlie Council that the appointment 
of a Board is highly necessary, exclusively directing its attention to 
school education. I was surprised to read in the report of tjie Univer¬ 
sity Commission that the number of students in the schools was less 
than the number in the colleges, and why is it so ? Because this sort of 
-education has been greatly neglected and the education as far as it goes 
appears to have been in bondage to routine and no freedom is allowed. 
If we look to the iron rules which prevail in the so-called educational 
institutions, we find that the number of students in schools is a very 
limited one, and the old story is repeated from day to day that the 
schools are not equipped properly and, therefore, there are no rooms 
for educational purposes. There goes a rule that the building should 
be in a proper condition or in a prescribed condition laid down by the 
Inspectors of Schools and the result is that the number of students 
appears to be less. There are many schools in the muffasal which are 
going to die on account, as I say, of these iron rules framed by 
the present educational authorities, and if we move them, they are 
not led away by our appeal. I hope and trust that if the Board 
of Education be established, they will be in a position to under¬ 
stand the real state of things, which discloses one fact that these rules 
ought to be abrogated and fresh rules formulated for the purpose of the 
development of secondary editcation. I speak this from my own 
limited experience, that there is a large number of Inspectors, Addi¬ 
tional Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors visiting these schools, but for 
what purpose? Promulgating only the efficacy of the rules which have 
been formulated by the present educational authorities. I consider 
that if these rules had been in force or operation, for some time, the 
result will be that secondary education will be neglected. Therefore, 
Sir, I welcome the resolution. I welcome it for various reasons, because 
the Board, consisting of the representatives of the people, will continue 
to be a popular institution and the people will be in a position to inform 
the Board of the grievances of the students, the teachers, and those who 
are in management of these institutions. You will remember, Sir, that 
when the Local Self-Government Act came into operation, it was neces¬ 
sary for Government to issue a notification in the year 1895 giving 
definitions of the words “ schools,*' “ public schools ** and “ private 
schools." The difficulty was appreciated and Government came forward 
to define these words. With what result? Private schools are not 
flourishing and so the schools under public management, I am sorry to 
say, are on the same level. The District Boards are not in a position 
to help these institutions, because of their limited means. Govem- 
mont also are not in a position to help these schools and consequently it 
is necessary that some sort of scheme has to be formulated by the Board 
for the purpose of the prosperity of these institutions, 
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that the position of the University will he affected. I have nothing to 
do with it. I am pleading the cause of these mufassal schools and 1 
wish Government to he in a position to solve this problem. Whether 
tjie finances of the University will he affected or not hy such a procedure 
is another problem and the University will have to solve it. Sir, I do not 
like to take up your time further, hut 1 do emphatically say that action 
ought to he taken and a Board constituted without a moment’s delay. 

Babu TANKANATH GHAUDHURI; The whole country is now dis¬ 
satisfied with the form in which secondary education is being carried on 
in this province. There has been a great desire amongst all classes of 
people that secondary education should be improved. Every year we find 
that students, not in hundreds, not in thousands, hut in tens of thousands 
are passing the Matriculation Examination; hut after passing the Matri¬ 
culation Examination, we do not know what our hoys will do. So, Sir, 
the time has come when we should try to see that our hoys get proper edu¬ 
cation-education that would enable them to cope successfully with the 
battle of life that stands before them. The Board, on the lines suggested 
hy the hon’ble mover of the resolution, would do immense good to the 
country. There has been a demand for national education, and if second¬ 
ary education is placed under the control of such a Board, this demand 
would be fulfilled to a great extent. By national education, Sir, I 
understand an education which would enable the people of the country 
to form themselves into a nation. Much has been said on this subject by 
the previous speakers and I do not want to detain the House longer. I 
only suggest that this kind of Board should be constituted as early as 
possible for the good of the country. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIs 1 rise to support the 
proposal for the formation of a Board of Secondary Education. It is 
high time that such a Board be constituted as has been suggested. I 
should like to accept the amendment, but at the same time there ought 
to be something to ensure the financial grant from Government. It is 
necessary no doubt that the vocational element should also be included in 
it and the Board should be so constituted that it may be representative of 
the various interests and communities concerned, so that there may not 
be any grievance at all. At present, we understand, that a major portion 
of the fees realised from the examinees goes to the Department of Post¬ 
graduate studies under the University. It has been elicited, in reply 
to the question put by my Mend Babu Indu Bhushan iDutta, that though 
last year there were many applications for financial help from Govern¬ 
ment from the authorities of secondary schools, that could not be given 
for want of funds. If there be any income from the schools, why should 
it go to other departments? If there is any necessity for financial help 
to the Post-graduate Department, that ought to he arranged otherwise. 



ought to be looked into properly. At present there is a dual control— 
the control ol University on the one side and oi Goyemment through 
Inspectors of Schools on the other. Such dual control, I do not think, 
Ims done any special good to the cause ol secondary education. Anyhow, 
it is high time that we take the management of the schools from the hands 
of the University and place it under the control of the representatives of 
the people concerned whose interests ought to be looked into first. It is 
not necessary to say much, but I would like to emphasize that if such a 
Board is to be formed, there should be some provision for financial help 
from Government. I do not mean to say that if an adequate grant is 
made to this Board, the control of the Minister or the control of this 
Council wo\ild cease. Certainly the Minister would be responsible for 
the success of the movement, and this Council shall have control over the 
proceedings of the Board, but any help which is necessary must be provi¬ 
ded for. Without such help I do not think the Board would be of any 
use. I support the resolution. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED” I beg to support this resolution, 
but with some reservation. I beg to submit to the Council that if it is 
intended to belittle the Calcutta University by the establishment of 
this Board of Education, it is a wrong move, and it is a wrong move in the 
wrong direction with regard to the education in our country. This 
Calcutta University has produced a Sir J. C. Bose, a Sir P. C. Boy, Bight 
Hon’ble Amir Ali and a Sir Ashutosh Mukharji and other brillant stars 
in the firmament of the Calcutta University, and I beg to submit that by 
the establishment of this Board we are not intending to belittle the import¬ 
ance of the University. One of the speakers has suggested that the inter¬ 
mediate colleges also should come undm* the consol of this Board of Edu¬ 
cation ; this I certainly will object to. If the intermediate colleges are 
taken away few colleges woiild remain for the Calcutta University to con¬ 
trol and direct the course of education imparted therein. The function of 
the University would be gone if that be our object. I beg to submit that 
we should consider these recommendations very cautiously. Formerly 
even vernacular scholarship examinations were held by the Educational 
authorities in each Division. When the boys turned out after passing 
those vernacular scholarship examinations were very brilliant boys, and 
they came to the Calcutta University and became famous scholars of the 
University; but subsequently such a salutary influence has been taken 
away and an examination for scholarship ohly'has been instituted, compet¬ 
ed for by a few boys and each school passes its owti boys. That is a stand- 
dard of education which destroys the education as a whole of the province. 
Is that the object of the Board of Education ? Under the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity—the matriculation students flock in thousands from the whole 
province, even from Ceylon and Assam and other places and ofler them- 


and if the Board of Education now to be formed mean to take away tbis 
important educative value of tbe Calcutta University, I certoinly would 
object to it, and tbe Council should also do so in my opinion. 

Lately, there was an attempt on tbe part of the Educational author¬ 
ities to ask tbe boys to pass tbe school final examination instead of pass¬ 
ing tbe Matriculation Examination. Now, tbe school final examination 
is a test which is no test at all, just as the vernacular scholarship exami¬ 
nation which has been done away with; and the boys of each school pass 
their own examinations under their own teachers. The educative value 
of such a method is no doubt extremely small. Therefore, I submit that 
this Board of Education should be constituted in such a way that the 
universality of the test of education of the province be not impaired, that 
the Board of Education should^ook to the education of the boys of the 
whole province, and that a universal examination should take place under 
its direction which would give the best boys a chance of distinguishing 
themselves in the country. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution, but with the 
above reservation. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURl: As one intimately in 

touch with secondary education and responsible for the management of 
a High English School and hence knowing the difiiculties under which 
such a school with limited resources has got to work, I beg to support the 
resolution moved by Bai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur. I prefer 
the resolution to the amendment proposed by Babu Suiendra Nath 
Mullick, as the resolution is more comprehensive. It proposes not only 
that the Board of Secondary Education should control the secondary 
schools, but it also recommends that the management should vest in 
the Board and that adequate grants be made by Government and placed 
at the disposal of such a Board for carrying on the schools so transfeired. 

Under the present arrangement. Sir, the authorities who set up the 
ideal have not got to look to the resources of the secondary schools; 
those who call the tune do not think about paying the piper. What 
generally happens, therefore, is that observance of rules and conditions is 
insisted upon regardless of the resources of the secondary schools and 
therefore, under the present arrangement, more attention is given to 
paraphernalia than to the advancement of secondary education. Such 
an arrangement should not go on, and, therefore, when Hai Jogendra 
Chunder Ohose Bahadur asks for a modification of this arrangement, T 
cannot but support him. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I do not wish to take up 
much time of the Council, but I want to know one or two points in con¬ 
nection with this resolution. 

In the first place, I observe from the resolution, as drafted or rather 


Well, EH I nndeistsTid tlie rei-onimendation of tlie Commiesion, ilitey 
recommend a Board of Education for the control not only of secondary 
schools, but also of intermediate colleges teaching up to the I. A. standard. 
Am I to understand that this Board when constituted would control the 
teaching up to the mutiiculalion standard P If so, it is a dmation 
from the recommendation of the Sadler Commission. To my mind it 
seems that it would be better to leave the matter in the hands of Govern¬ 
ment to see what they did before the Council took any action on the 
basis of the recommendation of the Sadler Commission instead of com¬ 
mitting ourselves entirely at this stage either to the resolution or to the 
recommendation. Persoiiullv-, I have no objection to the Board of 
Secondary Education controlling secondary education. 

Another point which should be cleared up—and I believe the Hon’ble 
Minister would like to clear up this point—is this: At present the in¬ 
come from the matriculation examination amounts to Bs. 3,00,000. I 
believe that this amount helps the University in conducting the Post¬ 
graduate Department. Well, Government contributes Rs. 1,20,000 for 
the maintenance of the University: this is, 1 understand, quite inadequate 
for the purpose, and, to a certain extent, the fees derived from the matri¬ 
culation examination are utilised for the maintenance of the Post-gradu¬ 
ate Department. Am I to understand that, if this is taken away from 
the University, the Government will recoup the loss which the University 
will sustain P If it is intended that the Post-graduate teaching is to be 
abolished altogether, that is a different thing. A decision on this point 
may bo arrived at by the Council having regard to the fact that the 
('alcutta University is now under the control of the local government. 
Bui if the Post-graduate Department is to continue, as it should, money 
must be found for it; it is all a question of money, and X do not know 
bow this will be met by the Hon’ble Minister. That is the point which 
confronts me, and I hope that more light will be thrown by the Hon’ble 
Minister on the subject. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to support the amendment moved 
by Babu .Surendra Natb Mullick. There cannot be any question that 
the Calcutta University has beome too cumbrous and it is necessary 
that a separate Board should bo formed with a view to take up second¬ 
ary and vocational education. But with respect to its constitution it 
is necessary that this Council should give its attention, and I am thank¬ 
ful to Babu Surendra Nath Mullick as well as to Babu Surendra Nath 
Kay and the other speakers, who have said in their speeches that it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary that this Board should represent the Muhammadans 
fully and the other minorities and, as Mr. H; A. Stark has pointed out, 
it should also have a fair representation of the Anglo-Indian community 
also. In this province we have different communities and various com- 


Ch¥i8ti.in oonmiunity. To my mmd, in places where some oommnmties 
are in great minority they should have a better representation than 
they are entitled to by their number. 

One thing strikes me in the amendment. The amendment places 
both the gener^ and yocational education under the control of the 
Board. The question arises whether this Board should be under the 
guidance of one particular Minister, the Minister for Education, or the 
Minister for Technical Education as well. But this is a matter which 
entirely concerns the Government departments, and there is no doubt 
that a settlement will be arrived at and both the departments of Gbvern- 
ment will be able to carry on the work of administration and superin¬ 
tendence in the best possible manner. As to the necessity for the for¬ 
mation of that Board the previojis speakers have said enough and all I 
can say is this: that at the present moment it seems to be absolutely 
necessary that our people should have an education which would enable 
them not only to secure a place of distinction but should also enable them 
to take to various other means of livelihood which would allow them to 
live happy and prosperous. 

Professor 8* C* MUKHERJIS Both the resolution and the amend¬ 
ment provoke a few pertinent questions and one finds it a bit difficult to 
make up one’s mind without satisfactory answers to these questions. 
I am sure the Minister of Education will be able to clear a number of 
points. 

The first question that I should like to ask is this: Is not the 
recommendation for the establishment of a Board for Secondary Educa¬ 
tion a deviation from the recommendations made by the Calcutta 
University Commission? Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur in his 
resolution says that a Board of Education for the superintendence of 
secondary schools is a recommendation of the Calcutta University Com¬ 
mission. Babu Surendra Nath Mullick is careful; he has not stated any 
such thing in his amendment. I wish the representative of the Calcutta 
University wer^ more accurate in the wording of his resolution. So 
far as I have been able to follow the report of the Calcutta University 
Commission, there is nowhere any recommendation for the establishment 
of a Board for secondary schools. A very minute and close examination 
of the report makes it perfectly clear that according to the Calcutta 
University Commission the secondary schools and the intermediate 
classes which are now known as intermediate colleges must form one 
organic and integral whole and must be regarded as a self-contained 
\mit. What is proposed here is • bifurcation of this unit. Well, it is 
for this Legislative Council to decide whether it wants to deviate abso* 
lutely from the recommendation made by the Calcutta University Com¬ 
mission. Of course, if there is sufficient justiftcation for it, by all 
means let us go ahead, but let us go ahead with our eyes wide open. 


secondary education of the province into consideration, and goin^ to 
reform it by introducing vocational courses of study ? Will there be an 
organic co-ordination between the reformed secondary schools and the 
present intermediate colleges as they are^n vogue in the country P In 
order to maintain an organic unity, and to follow the recommendations 
of the Calcutta University Commission, it seems to Aie it is incumbentand 
absolutely necessary that the two should go pari passu and simultaneous 
reforms are absolutely necessary—but I do not wish to dogmatize on the 
point. These are things on which different views can*be held. I simply 
wish to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister and the members of 
this Council as to what exactly the recommendations of the Commission' 
are. 

I am very glad that my friend Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur has 
just referred to the financial aspect of the question, so far as the Calcutta 
University is concerned, in relation to its Post-graduate Department. 
Though Babu Surendra I^ath Mullick has described the relationship to 
be that of the milkman and the cow, still I am thankful to him for the 
sympathetic attitude that he has taken in this matter, because in spite of 
this alleged commercial relationship, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick 
thinks that there is every reason to support the Post-graduate machinery. 
Whether we stigmatize it as a commercial relationship or not, the tact 
is—and let us face it fair and square—that the present Post-graduate 
Department—notwithstanding all' its faults, notwithstanding the 
charges that have been levelled against it in the public press, notwith¬ 
standing the limitations that have been referred to—the fact is that 
it is supported to a very great extent by the income which is received 
from the fees of the matriculation examination. There is agreat deal of 
force in the public criticism, namely, why should the income or a sub¬ 
stantial ]iart of the income from the matriculation examination fees go 
towards the maintenance of the Post-graduate Department? Only this 
must be said that the Government have recognised this department, and 
therefore the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education is honour hound 
to support that institution also.* 1 cannot imagine that the Hon'Me 
Minister of Education, in his anxiety to see the secondary schools 
reformed, is prepared to see the Post-graduate Department altogether 
wrecked or continuing its existence in a most mutilated, mangled and 
maimed form. I do not think this is at all the desire of,the Minister. 
I hope the Minister, in his reply, will give us an assurance in the matter 
as to how far he is prepared to compensate the loss which will be sus¬ 
tained by the University in ibis oonneotion. 

The question of control of funds is a very delicate question. Sup¬ 
posing the entire control of funds goes to the Board of Education, I do 
not see where the Minister comes in; I do not know what voice he will 

T_■ xi. . . - .. 




which I simply refer to for the Minister to answer, and I hope he will 
clear the point. 

Thd Hoil’bl6 Mr. P. C. MITTER: The question has been debated 
at great length. It is undoubtedly a question of great importance. 
Although the question is one of great importance, at the present moment 
it is a question of academic interest. I say it is a question of academic 
interest for the present because so long as we do not legislate we cannot 
take away, from the control of the Calcutta tTniversity, the examination 
of the matriculation students or the right to lay down the curriculum for 
them. If I legislate, I shall have to come before this Council. From 
that point of view, perhaps, the members of this Council will appreciate 
that, at this stage, it is hardly necessary to go into any questions of 
detail. The members of this House will have their say when the legisla* 
tion is introduced, if it is introduced at all, and they will have the full 
opportunity of laying down what the provisions of that legislation 
should be with regard to matters of detail. I am making this prelimin* 
ary remark because many members have made various suggestions as 
to wbat precisely the constitution of the Board should be, as to what 
the powers of the Board should be, and so on. 1 feel I shall be taking 
up the time of this Council uselessly if I enter into an examination of 
these points of detail. ‘ 

There is another preliminary observation which, I think, I ought to 
make at this stage. What will be the effect of the resolution or the 
amendment if either of them be accepted hj^ the Government or passed 
by this Council in spite of the views of the Government? The effect 
simply wiU he this—that it will be a recommendation, to the Government 
to introduce legislation. I do not propose to enter into the important 
constitutional question, as to how far recommendations relating to 
legislation are binding on the Government, but I may say, in a matter 
like this, 1 am willing to act according to the desire of the majority of 
the Council. Therefore, whatever the constitutional x^osition may he, 
if the majority of the members of this House desire that certain general 
princixdes should be adopted, I am willing to accept those general 
Xninciples; hut I feel it will not he right on my part, to accept the details 
at this stage. It is not right that the members of Uiis Council should 
he deprived of an opiwrtunity of giving pTox>er consideration to various 
details and often details are important, 8{)ecially those relating to the 
constitution of the Board; details as to the XK>wer of the Board and so 
on. Therefore, if an attempt he m^de to impose details on the Govern¬ 
ment at this stage, I am bound to oppose such attempt. 

As regards the general position, the underlying, principle both of 
the resolution and of the amendment is that a Board for secondary educa¬ 
tion should be established in Bengal. With regard to this suggestion 



under the reoommendaiionB of the Calcutta TTniversity Coinmisaion the 
formation of an Intermediate Board was suggested and not a Secondary 
Board. Perhaps the mover was led into an error by some members of 
the teachers* conference to which he referred. But as the mover has 
himself said that he did not intend an Intermediate Board it is hardly 
necessary for me to go into the matter any further; but it has an impor* 
tance of its own. The Calcutta University Commission sat for months, 
went through valuable evidence, and made certain recommendations. 
Will it be right for the members of this Council to deviate from those 
recommendations unless a good cause exists for a departure from their 
recommendations? Now, we all know that the Calcutta University 
Commission also stated that it will be necessary to spend large sums of 
money to bifurcate the present system, to establish intermediate colleges 
as institutions separate from University Colleges, and to start an Inter¬ 
mediate Board as an institution separate from the Calcutta University. 
Take alone the Presidency College; it will cost over Bs. 20 lakhs in 
capital expenditure and pei'haps Es. 2 lakhs in recurring expense, if we 
are to sei>arate the iiitcriuediute from the iH}st-intei*mediat6 section. 
Taking the colleges in Calcutia", 2)evJ)aps the capital expense will he some¬ 
where near Es. 50 lakhs and the reeuning expense will he about Bs. 8 
to 10 lakhs. The Calcutta University Commission, at page 262, Volume 
V, of their report say that as regards the recurring expense it would 
seem to be unsafe to assume that the full system could he worked at a 
less cost to the State than about Bs. 15 to Bs. 20 lakhs—that is with 
regard to the intermediate colleges alone. But since then expenses have 
gone up and the figure mentioned is only for the recurring expense. 
As regards the capital expense, the total for the whole province would 
come up to at least Bs. 70 to 80 lakhs. Therefore, if any question of 
deviation from the recommendation of the Calcutta University Com¬ 
mission arises the most important point will be the question of finance. 
The members of this Council are all aware that on account of the unjust 
treatment meted out to this province in the matter of financial adjust¬ 
ment, we have a deficit of over Es. 2 crores and we are met wifh the diffi¬ 
culty that if we have to give effebt to the recommendation of the Calcutta 
Uuiversity Commission's report, as undoubtedly we ought to do if we can, 
we have not the money. As regaids raising funds by taxation we have 
to remember that before the Minister for Education can touch a single 
rupee of the extra taxation, the vast deficit of Es. 2 crores will have to 
he met out of this extra taxation. Speaking for myself—and on another 
occasion I expressed my views on the matter. I am not prepared to admit 
that our province should l)e taxed merely because some people blundered 
over the financial readjustment of this province. Therefore, unless the 
Government of India or the Secretary of State come to our rescue in the 
matter of financial readjustment, an early acceptance of the recommenda- 


not know yet wkat the deoieion of the Government of India or the Sem'e* 
tary of State on this question will be. liet us hope that the decision will 
be favourable, and if the decision be favourable then this Council ouf^ht to 
consider whether we should deviate from the recommendations of the 
Calcutta University Commission. But as we do not yet know 

what that decision will be, the present discussion will serve the 
useful purpose of throwing much light on the subject. Then 

again the decision of the Government of India or the Secretary 

of State may be adverse to us. In that case the question 

will arise, whether or not the establishment of a Secondary 
Board will be helpful to the improvement of education in this pro¬ 
vince. Even if the decision of the Secretary of State be favourable to 
us the question may still have to bo considered for we cannot change the 
present system of education in JT day. We will have to proceed step by 
step and stage by, stage, and even if we have better financial resources, it 
may be a wise thing for the Council to advise me later on to start a Second¬ 
ary Board and to add on to it the functions of an Intermediate Board, 
as each college is equipped for such purpose. The picture that presents 
itself to my mind is something like this: even if we have financial 
stability, we might begin by starting a Secondary Board with power to 
control intermediate colleges. It must take at least two to three years 
to build and equip an institution and it* will probably take a few years 
to start a number of intermediate colleges all over the province. In 
short, there must be a stage of transition, and as wo go on, we may be 
able to bring in more and more intermediate colleges under the Board. 
But at the present moment, it is not possible for me, as I do not know 
what the financial position wiU be, to state definitely whether we should 
have an Intermediate Board or a Secondary Board. But, as regards 
the principle of the thing, I do not propose to oppose it. Whether we 
have the money, or whether wo do not get tho money, I feel that there 
are certain advantages if we have a Secondary Board as a beginning. 
The first advantage is that, under the present constitution of the Calcutta 
University, it has to deal with over 900 high schools and with various 
matters of details with regard to these high schools; and one executive 
Council, namely, the Syndicate, deals not only with these 900 high 
schools, but also with a large number of intermediate and other colleges. 
Not merely that, it has to look after the Post-graduate affairs of the Uni¬ 
versity; it had also to look after the law colleges and various other activi¬ 
ties of the Calcutta University and their activities are so many. It is 
not fair to burden one executive body with ao^uch responsibility. 
From that point of view alone I welcome the snggestion. 

Certain important questions were put to me by Professor Mukherji 
and Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. It is right and proper that I should 
express my views with regard to these questions, but I must tell the 


The first point piA to me by Professor Mukherji is: Was it not the 
recommendation of the Calcutta UniTersity Commission to start inter¬ 
mediate collegesP I have answered that point. The second point is: 
Is co-ordination possible between the Calcutta University and the Inter¬ 
mediate Board P My provisional view is that it would be fatal to have a 
Secondary Board unless we have co-ordination. But the members of 
this Council will have every opportunity to see that such co-ordination be 
established, because in my view nothing can be done without legisla¬ 
tion. Then the next question, and it is a question of great imi>ortance, 
that was put to me is: What will be the financial position of the 
Calcutta University P There again my provisional view is—and I hope 
and trust that the members of this Council will agree with that view— 
that it must be farthest from the desire of anybody present here io des¬ 
troy the Calcutta University. It ought to be the duty of the members 
of this Council and of the Government to see that the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity be not neglected. But the amount of help and the nature of the 
activities which shotild legitimately appertain to the Calcutta University, 
are matters for further consideration by the Council and the Government. 
I am not prepared at this stage to lay down as to whether the activities 
of the Calcutta University with regard io the Post-graduate courses of 
studies should be limited or expanded or that they should remain as they 
are. I had not the opportunity till recently to go into the matter. I pro¬ 
pose to examine the question on its own merits and to do what ought 1 o 
done in my judgment on the merits of this question and with due regard 
to the resources of the Government. But is it necessary io give assur¬ 
ance at this stage P The matter will come before the Council. There¬ 
fore, in giving this provisional assurance, I repeat again that I do so 
with the utmost caution. I do not propose to take up the time of the 
Council any longer as I understand the mover of the resolution has 
agreed to amend the resolution in the following form: 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the formation of 
a Board of Education for the superintendence of secondary schools be 
carried without delay.'* 

I am willing to leave this amended resolution to the free vote of the 
non-official members, because from the point of view of the Government 
this question will become important when the question of legislation 
will come and that we cannot decide till we know where we stand 
financially. 

R« JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The great differ¬ 
ence between me, and the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter and Babu Surendra 
^ath MulHck is whether funds should be placed at the disposal of the 
Board. There is no other difference. 



The PRESIDENTS 1 do not think I have permitted the change yet. 
After the Bai Bahadur had spoken 1 shall put it to the House. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahedurs This question is a 
very material one. I do not wish for a moment to cripple the resources 
of the TTniversity; nor do I wish that the funds derived from the matricu- 
lation schools should go to the Government. What I desire is that if 
the funds be taken out of the hands of the University they should be placed 
at the disposal of the Board. That is a matter of detail and a very 
important detail upon which we have differed. Therefore, I could 
not accept the amendment and I was at first 'very reluctant to agree to 
the proposal of the Hon’ble Hr: Hitter, but the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea told me that I should agree to accept the proposal of the forma¬ 
tion of the Board for secondary education for the present. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE; Hay I rise to a point of order? Is the Rai 
Bahadur in order in referring to negotiations that have taken place 
with regard to the amendment of his resolution ? 

The Rai 40CENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I think I 
am quite in order. (A voice: A member cannot himself decide whether 
he is in order.) The question of funds 6r of the constitution or any 
other detail must have to be settled hereafter. We cannot force it upon 
the Government just now and the Hon’ble Hr. P. C. Hitter was right in 
saying that there must be legislation. Therefore, I hawe no other alter¬ 
native but to accept the Goveinment suggestion that we should be satis¬ 
fied only with the formation of a Board of Education and that we should be 
at liberty to raise this question of funds or any other question of detail 
hereafter. As the matter is of very great difficulty, 1 do not wish to press 
it upon the Government just now; and I would therefore beg leave to 
strike out the last three lines from my resolution. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. €■ MITTER; The resolution in its amendediorm 
reads as follows:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the formation of 
a Board of Education for the superintendence of secondary schools be 
carried out without delay.” 

I have nothing further to add to what I have already said. I will 
leave the original motion in the above amended form and the amendment 
of Hr. HuUick to the free vote of the non-official members of this Council. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs I understand the Hon*ble 
Hinister has accepted the amendment of Hr. HuUick. 



TN raCilDENTi The acceptance of a motion by the Gorernment 
.Member ia not sufficient. I shall have to see how far we can accept 
it. “ 

The moyer of the original resolution now wants to amend his motion 
in the form suggesed by the Hon’ble Mr. Mitterand I ask the House 
whether such permission can be given. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Then 1 beg leave 
to speak on this matter. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you can speak again. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; 1 ask for a division. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Is the Rai Bahadur entitled to ask for a divi¬ 
sion after having withdrawn his original resolution ? 

The PRESIDENT: He does not withdraw the whole but only a 
part of it. I do not like to give him permission to do so without ascer¬ 
taining the sense of the Council. He has moved his resolu¬ 
tion in the form in which it appears in the agenda pax)er. The Council 
has now the control of the motion and I want to ask the members 
if they would allow him to amend his motion in the form suggested by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter. The question before the Council is whether 
the motion having been moved in a particular form, if the member wants 
to make an alteration at the last stage, he should be allowed to do so. 

Leave was then given to the motion being amended in the following 
form:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the formation 
of a Board of Education for the sui>erintendence of secondary schools, 
general and vocational, be carried out without delay an^ that the said 
Board be so constituted as to be representative of the various interests 
and communities concerned, with a non-official majority and that, if 
necessary, legislation be undertaken for carrying out the above objects.'* 

The amended resolution was then put and agreed to. 


Mainamati Survey School. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: “This Council recommends to the 
Government that brick-built houses be erected in place of the existing 
kutcha houses,^attached to the Mainamati Survey School near Comilla, 
at an early date.** 

Though the resolution, at first sight, seems to concern itself with a 
local or a parochial matter, I think I ought to tell the Council at once 


atirTey. Thjo Burvey schools at Dacca, Bangpur, Pabna and Bajshahi 
only teach np to the lower standard. Ab the work of this school may 
not be known to many members of the Council, and as its importance 
may not therefore l»e properly judged, 1 lu'pe the Council will 
permit me to give, in as few words as 1 can, a short description of this 
school. In view of the importance of survey and settlement work 
in the province, it was thought desirable to establish a high grade 
survey school and the site was selected at Mainamati, near the town of 
Comilla. The place'is a very healthy one, and the school has been a 
great success from the beginning. 

The school was established in 1913, as an experiment, as a temporary 
measure^ The cost of the construction of houses, school-house, 
<|uarter8, boarding-houses, etc., was about Bs. 40,000; the first mistake 
was made in having kutcJia houses with thatched roof and tarzd walls. 
I suppose, as the school was then regarded as a temporary one, the 
Ooveiument had no other alternative than t-o have temporary houses. 
I have not much quarrel with this mistake. Bui what I cannot under¬ 
stand is that even when the school was made permanent in September 
1917, no scheme for having permanent pucca buildings seems to bave 
been taken up. There cannot be any justification for this omission or 
remissnesB, because, even as early as 1914, the school house and the 
Principal’s bungalow were burnt down as a result of incendiarism. 
This meant a loss of nearly Bs. 15,000 to the Government and even then 
nobody seems to have seriously thought about having brick-Built 
houses. A paiched-up repair and construction of kutcha houses were 
effected. The gods seem to have smiled at this jerry-building and on 
the 17th April, 1918, nearly six months after the school had been declared 
permanent, a storm arose and blew down the Hindu Boarding House 
at dead of night, when neoily twenty-eight boarders were asleep. It 
was a miracle that saved the poor students from an untimely grave; one 
would have thought, that this second warning would have opened the 
eyes of the Government to the necessity of having good houses for the 
school, which had been declared a permanent one. Bed-tapeism is slow 
to move—^I am glad to notice that in this Council, white tapes are now 
being introduced in place of red tapes—1 hope this means that the days 
of red-tapeism are fast coming to a close. Even then, the Government 
fixed up a kutcha house in place of the blown-np shed. Here again, 
the Government sustained a loss of nearly Bs. 5,000. The gods smiled 
again at this second folly of the Government and only a month ago— 
on 2nd of June 1921 at 3 o’clock in the afternoon when the school was 
sitting and the students, teachers, clerks, practically the whole com¬ 
plement of the school were inside the house, down came a thunder-storm, 
there was a lightning stroke and the whole school house was reduced to 
ashes in the twinkling of an eye. The students and teachers ran about 


the fire, so mttch so, that the Priooipal has been obliged to advertise in 
the papers requesting the applicants for admission to send fresh appli¬ 
cations as all the applications have been burnt to ashes. Now 1 ask, can 
a school, an important and only school of its kind in the whole province, 
be run at such risk ? There is a common saying that once bit twice shy, 
but here there have been three bites already and it is time the Government 
became shy of the kutcka jerry-built houses. The question of expenses 
cannot be of much consequence, because as a result of these kutcha houses 
Government have been spending a large amount of money every year on 
minor repairs. There is a very large amount spent in major repairs also. 
The Government should not adopt the policy of being penny wise and 
pound foolish. If I am not much mistaken the original kutcha houses 
were designed only for tliree years. Nearly three times three years are 
passing and yet we are going on with patchwork. Surely, there should 
be a permanent habitation for a permanent ueful school like this. The 
matter is of great importance; it cannot brook any delay. I hope the 
Government will not hesitate to take up the work at once, even if they 
have to bring a supplementary budget for the purpose. 

The Hon’blethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 

Bahadurs I accept the resolution as moved by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 
The Survey School at Mainamati is doing good work and it is the inten¬ 
tion of Government to provide it with permanent buildings. A scheme 
for the construction of such btiildings was submitted to Government last 
year, but unfortunately it was found impossible to provide funds for it in 
the current year’s budget. The matter has now become one of urgency 
owing to the destruction of jthe main building last month by fire. It 
obvifmsly would be a waste of money to erect new temporary buildings 
and I shall do my best to obtain money for the construction of permanent 
buildings at the earliest possible date. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Accommodation for mufassal members. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: This Council recommends to the 
Government that they may be pleased to provide accommodation for 
members of this Council wbo have to come from the mufassal and who 
are in need of such accommodation.” 

It is at the request of some of my mufassal friends that I havelbrought 
forward this resolution before ibis Council. You are probably aware 
that we have now a very large number of mufassal members, both Hindus 
and Muhammandans, who have to attend meetings of the Council which 
are more frequent now than they were in the previous councils, and most 
of them have no place to go to or where they can find accommodation. 


get good hotela; you cannot get restaurants; yon cannot get good houses; 
you cannot get good rooms. Calcutta is not like Bombay, a city of hotela. 
1 was told by one of the members of this Council that a very large number 
of mufassal members had to take shelter in a musafirkkana kindly lent 
to them by a Muhammadan member of this Council. Of course you can 
go and live in such a place for a few days, but if you continue to be the 
guest of one person it looks rather odd. I know that members of the 
liSgislatiTe Assembly are provided with accommodation by the Govern¬ 
ment of India both at Delhi and at Simla. They have got a number of 
hotels where they can have rooms and even a suite nf rooms if they want 
them and I was told the other day by a friend of mine, who is a member 
of the Legislative Assembly, that Government is going to provide accom¬ 
modation also at Simla. I know that all this accommodation means 
additional expenditure. But the members of this Council who want 
accommodation will only be too glad to pay rent lor the rooms they 
occupy for the days they remain there as the members of the Legislative 
Assembly do. 1 do not want Government to construct houses and spend 
large sums of money for the accommodation of members. All 1 want is 
that they should rent houses—one for the Hindus and the cither for the 
Muhammadans and accommodate them there. They will make their own 
arrangements as regards food. It may bp in the recollection of some of 
the old members of this Council that one of our members, Mr. Irwin, 
openly said one day in the Council in the presence of Lord Bonaldshay 
that he could not find any accommodation at Dacca even in the Dak 
Bungalow and he had to pass the whole night probably under the blue 
canopy of heaven. That being the case it is nec^essary that Government 
should do something for providing accommodation in Calcutta foi the 
mufassal members of this Council. 

With these remarks, I beg to move this resolution. 

ThO PRESIDENT* This motion and the next motion seem to be iden¬ 
tical except that Bahu Surendra Nath Bay speaks of the mufassal mem¬ 
bers only, as to which resolution No. GO is silent. But I do not think that 
Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta intends to propose accommodation for 
Calcutta members. Both the resolutions are therefore practically iden¬ 
tical and I will therefore ask Babu Nibaran Ohandrd Das Gupta to speak 
on resolution No. 59. 

The resolution of Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta was an follows;— 

** This Councial recommends to the Government that a suitable house 
or houses be constructed or rented for the lodgment of members of the 
Legislative Council, both Hindus and Muhammadans.” 

Btbu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I am in entire accord 
with the view you have taken about the identity of the resolutions Nos. 59 
and 60 on the Agenda, and I bow to your rtiling. I am glad that the reso¬ 
lution has been moved by my friend Babu vSurendra Nath Ray, because, 


tKia question because it affects me personally—I am more in the position 
ol a wtiness than in the position of a debator. Tou can fully imagine 
to what difficulties and inconTeniences we are put—^when we come from 
the mufassal. We are driven from pillar to i> 08 t and from post to pillar 
in securing accommodation. Tou, Gentlemen, members of this Cbun- 
oil, are fully aware of these difficulties and I do not think I should take 
the time of the Council by expatiating on the numerous inconveniences 
to which we are subjected for want of proper accommodation and lodg¬ 
ment. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution moved by Babu 
Surendra Nath Bay. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (th« 

Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): I quite realise the difficulties which have 
been voiced in the Council this afternoon and which have given grounds 
for the resolution which has just been ventilated, but while I am exceed¬ 
ingly sorry that those who come down here to render public service by 
attending meetings of the Council should be put to inconvenience, yet 1 
cannot think that, in view of various other demands tlmt are at present 
pressing upon our somewhat straitened purse, it is wise for this Council to 
commit Government to further expenditure of this kind. It is difficult to 
estimate what expenditure precisely would be involved, since, for one 
thing, it is very difficult to foresee how many members would wish to avail 
themselves of these facilities, assuming that they were given. So far as I 
can make out, there are about seventy or eighty members who would pro¬ 
bably come under the general description mentioned in this resolution, 
but of course it does not follow that all those would care to reside in Gov¬ 
ernment accommodation, even if it were available. Further, it is obvious 
that the members would not form a homogeneous body. There would be 
Hindu members and Muhammadan members and Christian members, 
differing among themselves in their mode of living. It would not be an 
easy thing to construct one building w'hich would conveniently bring 
them together under one roof. But if we were to construct separate build¬ 
ings the expenditure would obviously increase, and the difficulties of 
providing accommodation would become still greater. Clearly also, if 
we are to provide accommodation, it would only bo occupied for a portion 
of the year, and for a considerable part of the year it would stand empty. 

The precedents for action of this kind, so far as we are concerned heie 
in Bengal, are very slight. It is true that when we had Council meetings 
at Dacca, in view of the difficulties which were represented by certain 
gentlemen, we did do what we could to accommodate them there. But 
that was only rendered possible by the fact that at Dacca there were exist¬ 
ing buildings. Those buildings being empty, it was a perfectly reason¬ 
able thing that we should try and help the members of this Council, and 


be analogoua in any way to Calcutta. After all, we pride ourselTes 
on Calcutta as being the first city in India, and we differ from Simla in 
this respect that, while accommodation can be had here without OoTern* 
ment help, in Simla, but for the action of Government, accommodation for 
so many members would have been impossible. In the same way, at 
Kaisena in Delhi, only Government could undertake the housing of the 
members. In Calcutta we are quite aware that difficulties as regards 
house accommodation exist, and at the present moment they are parti¬ 
cularly acute, though we hope that with the extension of building which 
is going on these difficulties may become less in time. There are, no 
doubt, difficulties, and a certain amount of inconvenience must be felt by 
those who cannot find accommodation at a reasojiable pri.ce. But the 
case is certainly not like Simla and Delhi where accommodation is not 
available at all. In Calcutta tEere is trouble and inconvenience, but 
accommodation can be found, and it is not the case that we find members 
of this Council sleeping on the maidan. ^ 

That is the position as it strikes Government. The cost of any scheme 
of building is obviously great. We asked the Public Works Department 
if they could give any estimate, and they said that accommodation 
for eighty members would cost about Bs. 18,00,000. That estimate is 
•unreliable in so far as we do not know th^ exact number and description 
of those who would occupy any building, but this much is certain that it 
would cost money, and in our present financial situation it would be unwise 
to embark upon such a costly enterprise. We see a huge outlay looming 
in the very near future when we have to construct a new Council Cham¬ 
ber, and from the remark.s which liave been made in criticism of our exist¬ 
ing accommodation, that scheme, I take it, will meet with the approba¬ 
tion of every one; but it is bound to be an expensive scheme directly 
connected with this Council. That being so, I would hesitate before 
embarking upon yet another scheme involving a large outlay. We give 
allowances to members of Council which are meant to meet their expenses 
in Calcutta. If it can be shown that their reasonable expenses are not 
covered by these allowances, then by all means let the matter be re¬ 
examined with a view to their being enhanced; but for the present I 
should be reluctant to go further. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I oppose the motion on 
grounds of propriety and of expense. Only the other day we refused tq 
provide a residence for the Chief Justice and to-day we come before the 
House with a demand for a house for ourselves. We are given decent 
allowances and accommodation is not wanting here. So, Sir, I do not 
find any necessity for providing a special residence for the members 
of this Council. I oppose the resolution. 

Babu ANNADA GHARAN DUTTAs From this afternoon’s discus- 



to realise tliat the mufassal members are perhaps the fifth or sixth wheel 
of this Council. We know that our precious time is-wasted—^we may 
consider it precious but it has no meaning absolutely to the Calcutta 
people here. The Bajas, Rajas' sons, the Maharajas, the samindars, 
big barristers and High Court Judges on jiension, or otherwise, I do not 
know* hare got their palatial buildings and permanent houses here. It 
is for their sake that we are compelled to sit till seren in the evening 
and waste the best hours of morning having come from hundreds and 
hundreds of miles away. But now you will not provide us with accom¬ 
modation and just as my friend Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Qupta hjis 
described, you compel us to move from pillar to post and from ^st to 
pillar, and perhaps it is to the interest of some persons that these mufas¬ 
sal members who make their position uncomfortable would soon go away 
for want of suitable accommodation here. At the time of fixing the 
hours of the Council meeting it was noticed that these mufassal members 
usually absented themselves from the latter part of the meetings. Who 
knows that this was not one of the reasons for fixing the hours of the 
meeting in the afternoon. So sometimes. Sir, the wish is the farther to 
the argument, and so it appears that because you wish that my fellow 
members like Babu Indu Bhushan Diitta and others should not be 
present at the Council meeting and waste your valuable time and prevent 
you from doing something which you would like to do, therefore, the 
more these people are driven off from Calcutta the better. It has been 
said sometimes that the mufassal lawyers should be driven off from 
the precincts of the Calcutta High Court, and perhaps the time has 
come when they should be driven away from the Council precincts 
as well. We have no place to leave in and what is the good of coming 
here and showing that we are so many M. L. C's. Now, Sir, you 
will at once realise that unless a man settles down and has a room 
to study, what is the good of only coming here and talking rubbish 
which has been described by some of the local papers as useless. 
Therefore, it is necessary that we should have some accommodation. 
Not that we want it gratis. My friend Kumar Shib Shekliareswar 
Ray is perhaps under the idea that we want it gratis. If we get 
proper accommodation we will pay for it. As circumstances stand, I 
have to beg for accommodation of several of my friends. No doubt some 
of them offered me accommodation but it would have been simply to 
inconvenience them. And what is the result? The result is one day I 
stop at one place, another day at another place, and consequently fhe 
notice of meeting of the Judicial Committee for the day before yesterday 
did not reach me in time for me to attend it. If you really want work 
from us you ought to see to our convenience. Certainly we are not very 
big people —we are poor men Compared with the people of Calcutta. Our 
earnings have been stopped and the pittance of Ra. 10 only for days on 


ta meet our expenses. This is the way in which we are treated and if 
this is not shabby treatment, I do not know what it is. We do not get 
any pay. I appeal to you to consider whether that is sufficient even for 
the purpose of paying our conveyance charges if we have got to come and 
attend the Council from some distance. It costs me Bs. 2*2^ to come to 
the Council in a taxi-cab. 

TIm presidents The question before the House is for providing 
accommodation for the members. We are not concerned with the ques¬ 
tion of the payment of taxi hire. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I abide by your decision. It 
will certainly be proper for Government to give us some accommodation 
and the accommodation will nc^ be required by all the people because 
some of them have got houses here, only twenty-five or thirty people will 
want accommodation and will gladly pay rent for the same. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I must say that I fully sym¬ 
pathise with the difficulties which my mufassal friends have to face in 
coming and living in Calcutta for a week or eight or ten days at a stretch. 
I know from my personal knowledge that many of them do not find any 
suitable accommodation and even some of them have to hover round to 
get accommodation, and I think, therefore, that the resolution requires 
a more sympathetic consideration from Government, but at the same 
time I quite agree with the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that it is not 
possible to embark on such a huge expenditure of 14 or 20 lakhs of rupees. 
1 think the matter might be examined further and that some arrange¬ 
ments may be made by which temporary accommodation may be secured 
for the mufassal members during their stay in Calcutta. Of course, I do 
not make ouy concrete proiwsal here, but one suggestion occurred to me 
and that is this: that Government may perhaps help those members who 
require accommodation by inquiring and finding out whether accommo¬ 
dation is available in various Hindu and Muhammadan boarding houses 
and hostels. I think if such arrangements are made by Government, it 
will be very easy for them on tbeir arrival in Calcutta to get ready accom¬ 
modation to live: otherwise I know they will be, as they are now, put to 
considerable difficulties. I must say that, although my friend Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Bay said that we have disallowed the Chief Justice’s 
residence and therefore the mufassal members who come here at 
the sacrifice of their profession, time and income should not be provided 
with accommodation, that does not hold good at all. The Kumar Sahib 
may not feel any difficulty—I know he had no difficulty in getting 
accommodation in Calcutta; but there are members who have consider¬ 
able difficulty in getting suitable accommodation. I think, therefore, 
that tbtg resolution may be accepted in this way that inquiries may be 


will not be very large, but those who are not in a position to get ready 
accommodation will be greatly helped. 1 know there are lots of board¬ 
ing houses in Calcutta and it will not be rery difficult to reserve rooms 
for the accommodation of mufassal members at these places. I am 
inclined to think at the same time that the allowance of Be. 10 per diem 
is a very miserable pittance. I think I may say this, that it hardly 
covers the cost of gharry-hire of members. Of course, it does not effect 
the Calcutta members and they are not entitled to it. 

Th6 PRESIDENT: The question of increasing the daily allowance 
of members is not before the House. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: That has been referred to by 
Ihe Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, and I think that matter ought to be taken 
into consideration. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is impossible 
for us to build Louses at 3 or 4 lakhs of rupees. We have got 
no money. Therefore the only course left to us—and that is the course 
recommended by tbe mover—is that we should rent houses. It should 
be clearly understood, as the mover has said, and so far as I am aware— 
[ have spoken to most of ihe members—the members will pay reasonable 
rent. If that be so, there can he no objection to Government sfmply 
acting as an intermediary for getting houses on rent. On this footing 
alone this resolution should he supported and I understand the mover 
wants nothing more. He made it clear- in his opening speech—I wish 
he had made it still more clear. We do not wish to add to the burdens 
of Government any more. We know our primary needs are not mef 
and we cannot allow fresh burdens to be imposed upon Government. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I must say that I sympathise 
with those gentlemen who have asked for this concession. I am perfectly 
sure that unless these gentlemen had been put to the greatest difficuliy 
they would not have brought this matter before the Council. Naturally 
everybody is anxious not to bring such matters before the Council or 
the public, but now they have found it almost impossible to get over all 
this trouble and inconvenience about getting accommodation and that 
is the reason why they have brought it to the notice of the Council. Sir 
Henry Wheeler has said that Government will have to incur an expendi¬ 
ture of about Ks. 14 lakhs if accommodation is to be provided for the 
members. I venture to tbink that it need not be so. I think there will 
be no difficulty at all if we rent three of four bouses in the Indian quarter 
of the town at Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 6,000 a year. li is quite possible to get 
three or four houses of this description which will accommodate these 
gentlemen. These gentlemen are willing to pay Rs. 10 or Bs. 20 a month 


to take tliat little amount of trouble which is necessary to see to the con¬ 
venience of the mufassal members. A very small expenditure is required 
from the public exchequer.' I therefore think that I ought to support 
this resolution. 

So far as Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay’s observations are concerned, 
that when we have not voted a house for the Chief Justice, we must not 
provide accommodation for the mufassal members*, I think he did no! 
quite follow the discussion on that resolution. He does not seem to 
know why that was not allowed. The particular reason for which I 
moved that resolution was that it was not desirable that the Chief 
Justice should have a residence provided by the Government of Bengal. 
There was considerable force in that. All that those gentlemen ask for is 
that they may be provided with accommodation for which they are will¬ 
ing to pay. We all know the difficulty—^the European gentlemen may 
not know it—^in getting accommodation here. I asked one of my friends 
where he was living as I wanted to go and‘see him. He said that he had 
been unable to get a suitable house and that the house he was living in 
was a wretched place for any one to go. I said that it did not matter— 
it was our birthright to live in wretched places. I went there and found 
that the place was indeed a wretched one—and some European, members 
will not put even their dogs or horses there. But what could the gentle¬ 
man do; he could not secure a suitable house. These gentlemen come here 
for a few days, and they cannot be expected to get a house of even 
a modest size for Bs. 120 or Bs. 150 a mouth. Within half a mile of the 
tram line we cannot get a house worth living in for less than Bs. 150 a 
month. Thai is the difficulty, and 1 feel it. I am therefore strongly of 
opinion that something should be done for tliese gentlemen. It is not 
necessniy that a large amount should be spent. After deducting tlie 
rent realized from the members it will come if at all to about Bs. 5,000 or 
Bs. 6,000 a year. I think it will be quite easy to provide accommodation 
in this way. 

Babu TAMKAHATH CHAUDHLRIS I beg to sn 2 )port this resolu¬ 
tion. When I came dewn to Calcutta to attend this meeting I had a 
mind not to support this resolution, bul as luck would have it, I have 
been put to the greatest difficulty possible in finding out accommodation 
for myself. I have taken a room in the Arjya Nibas building and I have 
to pay a rent of Bs. 5 a day and I have to get my food cooked on the 
roof of the house, and yesterday, while I was taking my food, God was 
kind enough to pour a good shower and I was fully drenched. I would 
not have supported ibis resolution only for the inconvenience of one mem¬ 
ber, but the thing is many of us find difficulty in getting good accomoda¬ 
tion. I have been trying to get a house, but no house can be had unless 
one takes a lease for a year at least. I would not say more about these 



Saznavaya Mausions could be rented, we would be glad to pay rent at 
Rs. 3 CH* Rs. 4 per diem per room for the period we occupy the same, 
and if some such arrangement could be made, it would relieve us a great 
deal. With these words, I beg to support this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Sir, with your permission 
may 1 make a suggestion ? 

The PRESIDENT: It would be hotter if you make your observations 
after I have iinished with the list. There are some more speakers on the 
list. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It might shorten the dis¬ 
cussion if I made my suggestion now. The matter is not one which 
can conveniently be discussed in Council. The best thing would be if 
we discussed things nt a lound-tuble conversation with those Council 
members who have experienced difficulties. We can then see what pre¬ 
cisely their difficulties aiu, and whether there is any way of meeting 
them, and I am quite ready to deal with the question in that way. 

Babtl 8URENDRA NATH RAY : After the observations which have 
been made bj the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, I beg to withdraw my 
resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Control of fairs and “melas.*’ 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: "This CouncU 
recommend to the Government that early steps be taken to undertake 
necessary legislation to ensure proper control of fairs and melast and also 
for the prevention of the outbreak of cholera and other epidemics in the 
Presidency of Bengal.” 

In moving the resolution I may be permitted to begin by saying 
that fairs and festivals, religious or otherwise, are old and useful institu¬ 
tions and these had and have their use in more sense than one. Relaxa¬ 
tion from a day*8 labour and a little bit of enjoyment and merry-making 
are only its outward features. We can make these institutions more 
useful. In fact, one can, with great advantege, make use of these 
gatherings as centres for spreading ideas of sanitation, agricultural needs 
and improvements and all other works of public utility, Hp till now, 
regulation of these fairs and festivals, and sanitary arrangements, which, 
as a matter of necessity, ought to form the first item of work in these 
festivals, has all along been praotically left to chance, with the result 
that inadequate sanitary arrangements (and in many cases no such 



1 think it will not be out of place to mention that in Bengal as it is, 
at a roug^ estimate 1,100 fairs and festiyals are yearly held in different 
parts of the country, and they are distributed as follows 


(1) Burdwan district 

(2) Birbhum district 

(3) Baukura district 

(4) Midnapore district 

(5) Hooghly district 

(G) Serampore Subdiyision 
('ll)! Howrah district 

(8) 24>Pargana8 ^strict 

(9) Murshidabad district 

(10) Nadia district - 

(11) Jessore district 

(12) Khulna district 

(13) Rajshahi district 

(14) Jalpaiguri district 

(15) Darjeeling district 

(16) Halda district 

(17) Dinajpur district 

(18) Rangpur district 

(19) Bogra district 

(20) Pabna district 

(21) Dacca district 

(22) Faridpur district 

(23) Hymensingh district 

(24) Bakarganj district 

(25) Tippera district 

(26) Noakhali district 

(27) Chittagong district 


78 

17 

129 

34 

50 

7 

17 
139 

70 

55 

54 

18 
2 
7 

5 
13 
40 
40 
34 
83 
62 
31 
36 
40 
17 

6 
16 


If further inquiries are made, perhaps it will be found that the num> 
her of fairs aud festivals in Bengal is larger than what I have given 
and these fairs and festivals are visited by, approximately speaking, no 
less than 60 lakhs of persons. This figure will speak for the significance 
of the gathering. I contend that legiriative measures for the regulation 
of these fairs and festivals aud gatherings in places of pilgrimage are 
not only very necessary but has been long oveidue, and I do not think 
that we have been a gainer for it. 

The places of pilgrimage require to be classified, and it is to be noted 
that there are permanent centres of pilgrimage, such as Tarkeswar, Kali- 
ghat, Tribeni, Navadwip, Cuandranath, Tarapit, and many other places 
of sanctity; while temporary ceiiires of pilgrimage are of :% sufficiently 
large number. Besides, there are many auspicious days for bathing in 



Bave a dip; and the rivers are held sacred b 3 r them, the Gknga-Sagar 
mela being the most important oi its kind. 

It requires no argument on my part to prove that gatherings oI heter¬ 
ogeneous crowds in all the fairs and festivals, for want of a proper 
system to regulate these small, large, and huge gatherings, are always 
responsible for the outbreak and spread of epidemics, especially cholera. 
We will be failing in our duty if we do not undertake to improve the situ¬ 
ation. Suitable accommodation for pilgrims and visitors during their 
stay, hospitals for the sick, isolation camps for infectious diseases, supply 
of pure drinking water and unadulterated and wholesome food and suffi¬ 
cient conservancy and latrine arrangements are the essential require¬ 
ments for regulating all fairs and festivals. 

It may be argued that sanitary improvement in permanent centres of 
pilgrimage can be effected without recourse to legislative measures. 
I am of different opinion and I prefer to have a comprehensive piece of 
legislation for the regulation of all kinds of fairs and festivals and for all 
temporary and peimanent centres of pilgrimage. Of course, I am not 
unaware of the fact that fairs and festivals are of different kinds and 
character. In framing any legislation, no douht, this fact also has to 
l)e taken into consideration. We are also to hear in mind the huge 
gatherings on definite dates every year in places of pilgrimage and sauo 
tity like Tribeni (Hooghly), Gauga-Sagar, Tarkeswar, Navadwip, 
Ghosepara, Naugalbuud, Nekmaro and numerous other places all over 
Bengal. 

T may refer also to re.solution No. 205, dated the 7th November, 
1877; “It must he remembered that fairs generally entail overcrowding 
and are often associated with privation and fatigue to travellers coming 
from a distance, circumstances which are favourable to disease.- When 
cholera tlireatens, or is actually present in the part of the province where 
any fair is about to be held, the inhabitants of all districts from which 
the people generally congregate should be warned of tbe great risk they 
incur. If the disease is severe or threatens to be so, then the fair 
should be actually prohibited.” 

The Puri Lodging-House Act and sections 100 and 116 of the Local 
Self-Government Act of 1885 have recognised the necessity. But the 
provisions of neither of the Acts are adequate for the proper control of 
fairs and festivals; and, in practice, the limited power given, is rarely 
applied. As regards fairs within municipal areas, well, there is practi¬ 
cally no control. At the present time, hundreds of faixn and festivals 
are held in various parts of Bengal without sanitary supervision or con¬ 
trol of any sort. As a result, cholera and other epidemics are continually 
being spread all over the country. 

lipgislation should proceed by placing responsibility for the control 
of fairs and gatherings on responsible local authorities and the pro- 


respeciiye areas. A fair wholly within munipical area ought to be con¬ 
trolled by the municipality, which will reimburse itself for the neces¬ 
sary expenditure by levying a special fee. 

Fairs and festivals within limits of union committees ought to be 
controlled by them, as provided for in section 26 of the Villnire T/ocal 
Self-Government Act and those outside municipalities and union com¬ 
mittees can be placed under the management of some responsible au^or- 
ity. But in ca^s of melat of more than local interest, it is advis¬ 
able either to empower the District Magistrate to control them, as is 
now done in the cases of large fairs in other parts of India, or to create 
special authorities for this purpose composed of representatives of the 
special interests involved. It is not for me to dictate details. The 
importance of the matter is its best recommendation and 1 have do doubt 
that this Council will look into the grave issues involved and do an act 
of hare justice to the people hy according me an unanimous support. 

Although we find that there are two sections in the Beng^ liocal Self- 
Govei'nment Act—sections 100 and 115—dealing with these matters, 
section 115 had been repealed by a subsequent Act. Section 26 of the 
V'illage Self-Government Act only states that arrangements may be made 
for sanitation and coii£:ervaucy purposes and also for fairs and meias, 
I’luler anoilier section of that Act power is given to frame rules, li«t 
what 1 wish to impress upon the members is that, though I do not 
know whether tlie rules htive been framed or not, it is necessary that 
when the rules are frnuied they should be on as comprehensive lines as 
the Puri Lodging-House Act. Although the district seems to he a net¬ 
work of union committees, still we find that in many places union com¬ 
mittees have not been formed and consequently the Act is not in opera¬ 
tion. In municipal areas the same argument applies mutatis mutandis. 
Therefore it is necessary that an Act should be enacted. Now it is 
necessary to provide for good drinking water, to give lodgings to the pil¬ 
grims, to have latrine accommodation. All these things are to be pro¬ 
vided, and unless we have a comprehensive Act for the purpose, the mere 
fact that there is an allusion in one of the sections of the Village Self- 
Government Act is not, in my humble opinion, sufficient for the purpose. 
Although so early as’1877 Government issued a notification to the effect 
that the people concerned should themselves look after sanitation, I 
suppose that nothing has been done. There are many people. Sir, who 
derive benefits—great benefits—from these fairs, but they do nothing. 
I do not want to mention their names. But there are young men, we 
find, who go to the fairs, offering voluntary service and do something 
for the people who congregate there. I do not wish to take any more 
time of the Council, hut I emphasise the fact that legislation is neces¬ 
sary. 





The rRpSiDEHTS I think there is. I oonnted only five minnteB 
ago. 

Rei RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurt The Honee includes the 
vhole building. (Cries of No,** No.**) 

The PRESIDENT: There are more than 25 at the moment in the 
Chamber. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : I sympathise with the motives 
of the mover of the resolution. Under the present system the District* 
Officers look to the sanitation of every fair, and I do not think that there 
is any necessity for making any stringent law. Sir, in the district of 
Din^pur, there are many big fairs, and I am one of the proprietors of 
the famous Nekmurd fair. I do not think that there is any necessity 
of pressing for any more stringent rules as regards the making of sani¬ 
tary arrangements for fairs. 

Adjournment. 

At this stage, as there was no quorum, the Council was adjourned 
till 3 o’clock the next day. 



Prootadifigii of the Bengal Legialative Counoil aMomMod under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in tiie Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 14th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Presents 

The Hon'ble the President, the Hon'ble the iour Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 87 nominated 
and elected members. 


Control of fairs and ** melas.*’ 

The PRESIDENT; (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda); 

Order 1 Order! The discussion on Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur*s 
resolution regarding the control of fairs and meins will 1)e resumed. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY; There are fairs the proprietors of 
which are private persons, and for the better sanitation of these fairs 
they may be held responsible. The local bodies may not be burdened 
with any expenditure on that account. 

With these few words, I beg to support 4he resolution. 

MINISTER in charge 4»f DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); I am sure 
1 speak the sense of this House when I say that we have listened with 
the utmost attention and interest to the admirable speech of the hon’ble 
mover of this resolution. I think I said some time back in referring to 
one of his resolutions, that he is an enthusiast on the subject of public 
health. Well, a deliberative assembly like this, always gains by 
the presence of an enthusiast, if only he is reasonable and moderate. 1 
tbink my friend belongs to this category. I miay say at once that I 
have great pleasure in accepting this resolution. I have not heard a 
single note of dissent in connection with it. My friend has discussed 
the subject in all its bearings, most exhaustively, both as regards details 
and principles. He has given us a list of the various places in whch 
melas and fairs are held, covering, I believe, the whole of Bengal. He 
has tried to point out the inadequacy of the arrangements that prevail 
in connection with mclas and fairs. He has referred to the Puri Lodg¬ 
ing-House Act, but that, I,think, does not apply to Bengal. Then he 



GoTernment is entirely at one in thinking that the time has come for 
legislation in this respect. * These fairs are growing, they are increasing 
in Bite, Tolume and number. It is necessary that there should be defi> 
nite principles to regulate and control them. Their control cannot be 
wholly left to the discretion of local bodies however earnest and however 
capable they may be. Therefore, legislation by Government, it apxiears 
to my mind, has become absolutely necessary. Legislation was suggested, 
by Dr. Bentley some time ago. At a conference of Divisional Oom- 
missioners held in 1919, his recommendations were accepted, and pro¬ 
visions were introduced into the Public Health Bill. That Bill has been 
circulated among the District Boards and now that this resolution has 
been brought forward, the matter will be expedited. Therefore, I hope, 
to be able to act on this resolution as soon we are placed in possession 
of the necessui'y information. I do not think I -need detain the House 
any longer. 1 have great pleasure in accepting the rMolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I thank the 
Hon’ble Minister for accepting my resolution. Practical experience 
suggested me to como to this Council and urge upon it the acceptance 
of this resolution. No one has thought more on the subject than 1 
have done, and, therefore, when I got an opportunity I did not miss it. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Ayurvedic Medicine. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that a committee consisting of one official 
and one non-official member of this Council, one distinguished allo¬ 
pathic physician, one distinguished allopathic surgeon and two distin¬ 
guished kavirajes, with the Hon’ble tbe Minister in charge of the Medi¬ 
cal Department as I*resident, be formed to consider and report, after 
taking such evidence as may be thought necessary, as to *what practical 
steps may be taken for the restoration and development of the Ayurvedic 
system of treatment, with special attention to the question of the teach¬ 
ing of the Ayurvedic system, with necessary modification, under pro¬ 
per supervision and control.” 

It is not a new question that is raised to-day in this Council. The 
question as to what value should he attached to the system of Ayurvedic 
medicine was discussed, as far as I remember, on the last occasion in 
March, 1918, in c.onnection with a proposal made by my friend, Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray, in this Council for granting subsidies to the Astanga 
Ayurvedic Vidyalaya established in this city hy Kaviraj Jamini Bhuaan 
Ray. This system is well suited to tbe Indian climate and to the people 



treated-as a soientific system, and my friend, Dr. Nilratan Sarkar 
opposed it then on the ground that a i^eliminaiy inquiry was necessary. 
He said: 

Our ancestors did not .atop at these instincts; they advanced to empirical recipes 
based nptm extensive obs^ations and generalisations. These empiricisms are the 
empiricisms of a pi^-scientific era. Then, they further proceeded by methodical 
observation to inductions and classifications mixed, of course, with inevitable errors 
and superstitions; and next there came an era of hypothesis and speculation em¬ 
bodied in oompr^ensive Mutras, that is, enunciations, each of which covers with 
formal precision a vast assemblage of observed facts. Thus a stage of provisional 
science was reached. This is all that I can claim for the splendid system of 
therapeutics that was brought into existence by our ancestors; but no more. 

Dr. Sarkar went on to say: 

But the provisional science of thfi Ayurvedic school has done yeoman service 
in the past in helping to cultivate the medical and therapeutical resources of India 
in Indian climate and under Indian environments; that is to say, in relation to 
the diseases that prevailed in India in former times. Thus a system of therapeu- 
• tics was built up and it is my hope that this precious heirloom of ours will not 
be allowed to be lost Ainder the pressing obsequiousness of the obstinate scepticism 
of the West on the one side and the credulity of the East on the other. 

He suggested that miich of the truth that is contaiued in these 
systems will be incorporated in the curriculum of our students and that 
to do that a good deal of preliminary research work will have to be 
done to separate a large mass of dross from the pure gold that is there. 

This question also arose recently in the Imx)erial Council: the pro¬ 
posal was that in every province there should he Ayurvedic and TJiiani 
schools and colleges established. Tt was opposed by Major-General 
Edwards. He thought that, as an independent system, it cannot be recog¬ 
nised, hut the allopathic system might take advantage of this ancient 
system, and that State aid should not he given to these institutions 
independent of the mefhod followed in the Western system. Sir William 
Vincent was very sympathetic to this pmposnl and he was prepared to 
forward, for the consideration of the Ix)cal Quvemmeiits, the proceed¬ 
ings of the Council, but as the mover of the resolution pressed for the 
acceptance of the resolution and for an executive order, it co\ild not be 
accepted. Sir William Vincent observed that the facilities of medical 
treatment in this country are very inadequate, and that we should do 
all we can to increase them. The theoretical objections against this 
system of medicine should not avail where practical experience has 
shown that it is culpable of healing our ailments. 

That the provision for medical aid is very inadequate is well known 
to us and efforts have been made now and then for pressing upon Gov¬ 
ernment that more medical schools and colleges should be established. 
Here is a system of medicine which is well suited to the Indians. It 
has Keen in existence from a very ancient period and it has been appre¬ 
ciated by more tban 90 per cent, of the people of India. So it is very 


. Tu., that some preliminary inyestigation was necessary as to how the 
system could be improved and what addition could be made to this 
ancient system. With the object of having this investigation I brought 
forward this'proposal for the establishment of a committee consisting 
of expert members of the different systems having special knowledge of 
them—the Kavirajes, the Allopathic physicians, the Homoeopathic 
physicians and others of the various different systems—^for the purpose 
of considering as to what practical steps should be taken for the restora¬ 
tion and development of the Ayurvedic system. I am much tiiankful 
to Government for the recent introduction of the rules published in 
June last empowering District Boards to open dispensaries and hospitals 
following this system or any system other than Allopathic. 1 believe 
my resolution has been lightened by the introduction of these rules. 
It is already admitted that this system is suited to us and encouragement 
may accordingly be given to it. I know full well that the Minister in 
charge of the Medical Department is well aware of the beneffts that ean 
be derived from this system, and he is very keen about its further develop¬ 
ment. As the District Boards have been authorised to recognise these 
institutions and to grant facilities and subsidies to them, it is but a 
necessary corollary that a special committee should be formed to see 
what improvement can be introduced in this ancient system. 

I think I need not make any further remarks and I hope that Gov¬ 
ernment will be kind enough to accept my resolution and that a com¬ 
mittee will be formed consisting of members as suggested by me. 

DRi H ASSAM SUHRAWARDY moved, byway of amendment, “that 
after the word ‘Kavirajes* the words ‘and two distinguished Hakims* 
be added and that for the words ‘the Ayurvedic system* the words ‘the 
Ayurvedic and Tibbi or IJnani systems * be substituted.** 

After what has been said by our esteemed friend, Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, the cause of reviving indigenous systems of medicine 
or at least to make a scientfic inquiry into their methods, is hardly in need 
of additional support. I however desire to put the special claims of the 
ITnani or Tibbi system of medicine before the Council. The sphere of 
useful influence of this system, extended from the pillars of Hercules to 
the great walls of China, through a much wider and larger area than any 
Eastern system ever enjoyed. This, however, is not the occasion to re¬ 
count the exploits of the Professors of the Academy at Baghdad and of 
the centres of learning at Cordova,, Saville or Granada, who held aloft the 
torch of Science and civilisation during the middle ages when the rest 
of Europe was in darkness. Sir, in medical literature the names of the 
Saracenic Surgeon A1 Rhazes and the Physician Avecinna are as great as 
those of Galen and Hippocrates of the Greeks. Though shorn of their 
pristine glory, though bereft of State patronage, yet the Tibbi or Dnani 




the people of India, hare reco^ised their efEioacy. Many a poor sufferer 
has got relief under this system after having knocked in vain for recovery 
at the doors of other, systems of the noble art of healing for months and 
years! 

There is much to be said in support of reviving and modernising this 
system. The proverbial nugget of gold may get hidden under a heap 
of rubbish, which, in the course of time, gathers over most things. Many 
remarkable recoveries under the Tibbi system have been known to many 
of us. The effective treatment of different diseases by the hahipna of the 
Houses of Hasiq-ul*Mulk of Delhi and of Lucknow \inder this system is 
too well known to require repetition. Many a wonderful story of moat 
remarkable cures and recoveries by the well-known hakims like the late 
Qholam Nabi Khan, Syed Quasim Ali, and Hakim Sajjad are narrated in 
this city by old inhabitants. When we turn to modem times, I am sure 
that the personal experience of such great authorities as a past Member 
of the Executive Council and a Minister of the present Government of 
Bengal inll bear out the marvellous effects of the hakimi treatment of 
the late Hakim Abdul Hamid of Patna, of Shafaul Hulk, Hakim Abdur 
Rashid Khan, Khan Bahadur, and of Hakim Shabpir of Calcutta. These 
men are alive and can at the present moment demonstrate the effects of the 
Unani system of medicine. It is a great pity that the Tibbi system of 
medicine is allowed to die out, for waul of State aid and eucoriragement. 

I therefore beg to support the resolution of Babu Kisbori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to take steps for the restoration and development of the 
Ayurvedic system of treatment in a scientific way, hut I would like to 
add that Hakims of repute might also be associated in the proposed Com¬ 
mittee and the ITnani system gets its just and adequate share. As to the 
personnel of the committee I would like to leave it in the hands of the 
Hon’ble tbe Minister in charge of the Medical Department. 

Ral JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is very difficult 
to oppose a resolution dictated by motives of patriotism. We have heard 
much of the history of the Kaviraji and the Unani systems, but I fear 
the history of these medicines is very little known. Is it known to 
many of us here that the Susruta and the Charaka, the basis of our 
Kaviraji system were taken to Babylon and to Baghdad, and thence to 
Greece, to Macedon, Athena and Rome? Is it known that the Unani 
system is to a great extent based upon tbe Ayurvedic system and the 
European system is also based upon these two systems ? The difference is 
this. The modern European system is scientific and the ancient 
system empiric. As I told you the day before yesterday the difference 
between them is as the difference between the glories of astronomy and 
the mysteries of astrology. What is meant by saying ** scientific ** P— 
''scientific*^ in connection witb a system which is wholly empiric P Does 
my freind Mr. Suhrawardy know that in Constantinople the Muhammadan 


Is it known that Japan—^progressive Japan-i-^-has adopted the European 
scientific system and not the old Chinese, Japanese or the Indian system ? 
Let us not go back to the old days. I belong to the party of progress. 
Our motto is ^‘Advance India.*’ There is no going back: this must be 
clearly understood—and understanding this, you may do anything you 
like. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIS These systems of medicine— 
the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems—are of very long standing and it 
is a pity that these two systems of medicine may die away from India. 
The European medicines are often found to be too strong for the Indians. 
We all know that when Ijuropean medicines fail in giving relief to the 
sufferers from old diseases one generally has to take recourse to the 
Ayurvedic or Unani systems of medicine. Our friend Bai Jogendra 
Ch under Ghoso Bahadur says that we should always try to make an 
advance in everything; but advance does not mean that we should do 
away with everything that we have got, even everything that is good and 
desirable. An advance cannot be made by doing away with our best 
traditions. I would like to say one thing in this connection. We know 
that there are various indigenous drugs which are of greater—^if I am 
not allowed to use the word greater I may say ^f equal- efficacy a.'* the 
European drugs, and these should not be allowed to die away. We find 
nowadays that quinine is administered as the remedy for malaria, but 
from our experience we know that there are other equally efficacious drugs 
such as Notahij: I do not know the jaw-breaking Italian name of that 
plant. We have found that in many cases it has done immense good to 
the patients. If we could develop the indigenous drugs or, if we could 
have a garden where these plants could be grown, the country would 
gain much. It is a question which I hope will receive sympathetic treat¬ 
ment at the hands of the Government. We are importing many drugs 
from other countries and there is no reason why we should kill our own 
drugs. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to say a few words about 
this resolution. T do so with a certain amount of diffidence for what I 
may say to this Council on this occasion is capable of being misunder¬ 
stood. I happen to be a votary of the school which is known as the 
Allopathic system of medicine and that is the reason why my remarks 
about other systems are, I fear, capable of being misunderstood. But 
whatever that may be, on this occasion, I feel it my duty to frankly say 
what is uppermost in my mind- 

My friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, the mover of the resolution 


systems of Ayurredio and Unani, Iwould like to point out to tke mover of 
the resolution certain things which arise in my mind in connection with 
the wording of the resolution. My friend, I fear, has made a hotch-potch 
resolution. He has put in in the same cauldron Ayurvedic and TJnani 
and over and above that my friend Dr. Suhrawardy has added the Tibbi 
system. What would the result be, supposing a committee is formed. 
The committee is asked by this resolution to take practical steps for the 
restoration and development of the Ayurvedic system of treatment and, 

I understand, that Dr. Suhrawardy’s amendment would have the Tibbi 
system as well. Situated as we are in this country, where we have 
several systems of treatment prevalent all the country over, what would 
be the result of an attempt to restore a particular system and to develop 
it. I believe the days are i)astfor any imrticular system to be developed 
or restored. Th<Me who have eyes will see that all the world over there 
is a movement for keeping what is tiue and scientiiic and for weeding out 
what is not true and what is not relied upon. When I was a student of 
the Medical College, the Professor who taught us Materia Medica used 
to begin his lecture by congratulating us for belonging to the country 
which has given birth to Charaka and Susruta—the two eminent physi¬ 
cians. I have not been able to forget it and I have up to this time carried 
my veneration for these two illustrious persons. I am proud that I am 
a countryman of these eminent men, who took their birth several centuries 
ago and evolved a system which has become the wonder of the world. 
Whatever that may be, would that justify us in these days of modern 
science and of improvement all the world over in sticking to our own old 
things and not introducing the searchlight of modern science ? 1 do not 
know anything about the Dnani system, but we have some knowledge 
about the teaebings of Ayurveda. Undoubtedly the Ayurveda is based 
upon a system which has much to be proud of and which can teach even 
at this time very great things. But it does not follow that whatever has 
been said or taught by Charaka and Susruta must be accepted as gospel 
truth in these days. What we hold is that whatever attitude my country¬ 
men may take, whatever attitude the Government may take about a 
particular system, that is not the important thing. The important thing 
before us is that whatever is good in these different systems must be taken 
out and combined in one system, and that system should be the system of 
treatment in this country as well as elsewhere. So in my mind the aim 
should be not the restoration of a particular system or fostering one at the 
expense of another, but the taking out of what is good, what is true, what 
is healthy and what is really to the benefit of the people and then build 
up a system which will be the standard of the whole world. There is a 
prevailing idea that in science there is no difference as to caste, creed and 
colour. Ayurveda may belong to the Hindus, Unani may belong to the 
Muhammadans, but when we, men of science, combine together to find 


'made by this Council or by ibe Goye^mmont, my idea 10 that we shall 
make ah attempt to find out what is good in these different systems and 
to bring them all together and combine into one for the good of humanity, 
instead of adopting a resolution like this with a direction to restore and 
to develop a particular system. 

My friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri also desires that special 
attention should be paid to the question of teaching the Ayurvedic 83 rstem. 
I really do not know what my friend wants us to do. Does he want that 
this Government should establish Ayurvedic colleges in this cityP If he 
wants that, let him find the funds and establish such colleges. I, for 
myself, would like such colleges to foster and prosper, but in these days 
to ask the Government to spend any money on any particular restricted 
system would be unjustifiable. 

I think I have given an indication of the attitude which I myself and 
some of the medical men in this city will take up in this connection. 
Before I sit down 1 would ask my friends to remember that we will never 
take up an attitude of antagonism against Kayiraji or XJnani systems for 
we do realise—and once more I admit—that we owe much to those systems 
and we have found that these systems have much to teach us. But once 
again, I say let those things which are good in those systems be taken out 
of them and be combined in the modern science so that modem science 
enriched by these additions will make further progress. Let every 
possible encouragement be given to the happy combination of all different 
systems aiming towards amelioration of human sufferings. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDYS May 1 rise to offer an explana¬ 
tion? 

The PRE8IDENTS If you have any explanation to offer you may 
do BO, but you cannot be allowed to debate. 

Dr, HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY; The explanation is that Bai 
Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur characterised the ITnani system as 
being an empirical system- 

The PRE8IDENTS That is not a personal explanation and I can¬ 
not allow you to go on. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY! May I explain that the TTnani 
system is not based on the Ayurvedic but on the Greek system- 

The PRE8IDENTS I am afraid all this is out of order. 

Dr, HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: May I explain that the TTnani 
system is in vogue in Constantinople P 




Babu 8ATIBH CHANDRA MUKHARJIS 1 beg to sui^rt tbe 
resolution wbiob bns been moved by my friend Babu Kiabori Hoban 
Cbaudburi. Tbe Ayorredio system bas many things to commend it¬ 
self to.tbe intelligentia of tbe country. Nowadays with tbe study of 
tbe Ayurvedic system tbe study of scientific improvements is required. 
It therefore behoves tbe Government to see that this indigenous system 
is rather improved. I hope that tbe Government will see its way to 
accept tbe resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Babu Kishori Mohan Cbaudburi 
bas already mentioned that a resolution was brought by me in this 
Council some time ago with reference to this very question. It was 
during tbe budget debate of 1918-19 that I brought forward a resolu¬ 
tion that a sum of Rs. 9,000 recurring and Us. 9,000 non-recurring be 
granted to tbe Ashtanga Ayurvedic College of Calcutta. That reso¬ 
lution was however opposed by tbe leading Indian Allopathic physician of 
ibiq city—Sir Nilratan Sircar; it was also opposed on behalf of tbe 
Government by tbe Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler; so the resolution was 
lost. Now that we have a large number of Bengali memliers in this Coun¬ 
cil who have got faith in tbe Ayurvedic system of medecine, I am glad 
that Eisbori Babu has thought it proper to bring forward this resolution 
at this time. Moreover we have got a geptleman in charge of tbe Medical 
Department (Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea) who has been trying bis 
level best to improve the School of Tropical Medicine which has been 
established in Calcutta. I think the principal object why the School 
of Tropical Medicines has been opened in Calcutta is to resuscitate the 
vegetable drugs of Bengal. What is the use of spending large sums 
of money in the School of Tropical Medicines, if we do not revive the 
system of medicine which was in vogue in Bengal for generations ? Of 
course we have got faith in the Allopathic system of medicine; but that 
is no reason why we should lose faith in the A 3 nirvedic system of medi¬ 
cine. It has been said that it is now an old system and that we should 
not spend our money on such systems of medicine. We find that the 
Government spends money on antiquarian researches and in the preser¬ 
vation of ancient monuments. Is it not the duty of Government to 
spend money on a 83 ^ 8 tem of medicine which has done so much of good 
to the country and which is the only system which has been in vogue 
for centuries? Well, if that be the case, I do not really understand 
how there should be any opposition on the part of the Indian members 
of this Council to this resolution. I admit that the resolution is a 
little bit cumbrous; but I think that the Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department will see his way to accept the resolution in a modi¬ 
fied form if poesible. There is the School of Tropical Medicines which 
can be liberalised by opening out some Chairs for expert Eavirajes who 
with some scientific education and with some knowledege of Chemistry 



lUi MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA iahaduri 1 beg to support 
this resolution. Tbe rasolutiou in itself is elastic and 1 found it diffi¬ 
cult to follow its object, but on reading it through 1 understand that the 
primary object is that practical steps should be taken for the restora¬ 
tion and development of the Aytirvedic system. This matter was the 
subject of consideration by the members of the old Council; and my 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Bay, came forward to snatch some money 
from Government in the shape of a grant to the Ashtanga Ayurvedic 
College. My friend, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, does not say so 
in plain words, but practically his aim is that Government ought to 
come forward with some contributions. But as he does not specifically 
say so, I need not trouble the Council with regard to that, nor is it the 
time now for asking for grants: that time is now over. I belong to 
that school of thought which likes to develop old scientific modes of 
treatment. The Ayurvedic system of medicine was in vogue in our 
country for years and years; and even the educated meit of this country 
have often had recourse to that system. There can be no denial of ^hat 
fact; and, if anybody comes forward to coz^demn that system, 1 must 
say that he is wrong because he will ask for the development of such a 
system later on. The old system—the Hindu system of Pathology, and 
Surgery has gone away. Is it not necessary, therefore, that steps should 
be taken for the resuscitation of this system? Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri wishes that a committee be formed for the purpose of inves¬ 
tigating all these things and that a report be submitted as to what prac¬ 
tical steps should be taken for the purpose. I think this object is a 
laudable one and that the Council ought to support it. In the old 
Council when this question was brought forward there was a strong 
opposition made by Sir Nilratan Sarkar who belongs to another school 
of thought, and my friend to my left (Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur) 
has come forward in the same way and said that modem science should 
be accepted, but I may tell him that modem science is based on the old 
system. If I am . allowed to make an inquiry on the subject, I can 
enlighten my friend that modern surgery has often recourse to many 
drugs which were in vogue in old days. My friend comes forward to 
say that there should be one system and that system ought to be the 
modern one. But what is science? Science is the essence of human 
knowledge and when the science of the Ayurvedic system was in vogue 
for centuries, can it be denied that that science was not the essence of 
human knowledge? I need not take up the time of the Council any 
further; but I strongly submit that this resolution demands the*'best 
consideration of this Council. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICKS* After a strenuous fight for 
the last few days, I thought that this resolution might come in by way 



of what Goyemment might call—^repi'csentationa of the different commu¬ 
nal interests. 1 find that while one member has proposed something 
which is of doubtful utility, another member has proposed something else 
as a counterblast to the other. 1 am told that ihere are merits in some 
of the systems and ther» are excellent medicines for some particular 
diseases. That is of course, a different matter, but at this stage to say: 
** Let us go back to the wilderness ” is what I do not approye of. What 
should be doBff is to absorb all that is good in these different systems 
in one scientific method. The School of Tropical Medicines is thei*e: 
that has to be looked after by the Government and funds have to be 
provided for it. It is for that School to take in what is best from all 
these different systems and to make use of that and not by departments 
ftTiil compartments, but the proper idea is not to take up investigations 
i^ Ayurvedy or some other system. There are Indian medicines which 
are already taken in the British Pharmacopoeia—1 believe Makaror 
dhteaja has been taken for a long time and there are others, such as 
Chalvioograj etc. I am sure that the School of Tropical Medicines will 
at least put all these in one scientific form and combine them into one 
for the good of all humanity. 

As yegards the observations of my friend, Babu Tankanatb Chaudburi 
1 am sorry to have to contradict him in one particular matter. He 
has said that the European medicines are too strong for Bengalis and 
that they are not, therefore, liked by them. But mjr opinion is that 
the strongest European medicine is nowadays very much liked by the 
Bengalis and it used to produce so great a revenue to the Government 
that owing to the temporary lull in its use, on account of the non-co- 
operation movement, even the strongest heart of our venerable Minister 
was found to quail the other day. I can therefore say that the strongest 
European medicine is very much liked by the Bengali. I do not know 
what others think of«t but that is my idea. (Laughter.) 

My esteemed friend Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has spoken of 
eclecticism in the mutter of scientific study. Thai is indeed a very good 
idea. But I may say that the Allupathists again have great prejudice 
against other systems. They never go into other questions on account of 
what is called the ** slave mentality.*’ I am sure that this School of 
Tropical Medicines will come to our rescue in this particular matter. 
As I have said, whatever is good in the systems of Ayurvedy and TJnani 
might be absorbed in one scientific method and I think that it is the 
best way to go about it. 

Maul¥i YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think that the resolution that 
has been moved by Babu Eishori Mohan ChaudhUri and amended by 
Dr. Subrawardy is worthy of the consideration of this House. We 
do not wish to oppose it as the TJnani, Tibbi, and the Ayurvedic systems 
of medicine are the emblems of enlightenment and civilization. I do 


systems of treatment. 1 think that in this Kel(»nned Conmcil there are 
gentlemen who depend not only upon European medicine, but upon 
Ayurvedic and Unani medicine as well. It is meet and proper that 
tViia resolution should be viewed with consideration. It should not be 
brushed aside as a thing which is worthy of contempt/ because Govern* 
ment do not like to accept this resolution. We should think that Unani 
medicine, the medicine which is in vogue from the ancient time—a time 
when Europe was immersed in darkness* which is holding its own* 
** the Alchemia ** of the Arabs having developed into Chemistry the very 
foundation of Allopathy, even now in India, is not a system which 
should be brushed aside. As regards the Ayurvedic medicine, it is 
holding its own even now. Government has honoured its votaries— 
the Ayurvedic Kavirajes^having conferred the title of Mahamaho* 
padhyayas upon some of them. .The title of Shams*ul-Ulama also has 
been conferred upon Hakims. Therefore, I do not blame Government 
that it has viewed with contempt such systems of medicine as my 
hon’ble friends here are viewing it. It is, I think, these systems which 
should be encouraged by our countrymen. We shall belie our educa* 
tion and our enlightenment* if we view with contempt such systems of 
medicine. ^ 

The resolution does not say that all the money which Government 
can bestow upon this system of medicine should be given, but that 
encouragement ehould be given to these systems of medicine—^the 
Unani and the Eaviraji. It is not you, Gentlemen, who are going to 
provide the money; it is the country which will do so, if it is thought 
advisable. Therefore, I say that you,, Gentlemen, when you shall 
consider this resolution, you should consider it seriously as the system 
which is your own system—Unani and the Eaviraji—and which has 
cured many diseases where Allopathic medicine has failed. I think 
miraculous cures have been effected by such systems of medicine. Are 
you not going to encourage such systems? Are you not going to hold 
the torch which enlightened centuries ago and which is holding its 
its own still? Are you going to extinguish it by your contemptuous 
treatment of that resolution? I feel that the resolution both for the 
'Unani and the Eaviraji deserves your serious consideration. 

BabU NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: When I was listening to the 
debate, I quite forgot that I was in the Legislative Chamber in thia 
province* hut that I was listening to the deliberations of a municipal 
board in which every motion that is put forward is, as a rule, opposed 
by another motion. Sir, Ayurvedic' system of medicine has been 
invoked in India for the last 3*000 years according to a great medical 
authority. I think, if anybody has got a right to speak with authority 
on this resolution it is the professional doctors uf whom there are only 
two here—Dr. Suhrawardy and Dr. Haridhan Dntt. The former 


BUw SURENDRA NATH MULLICKs Sir, 1 am not a doctor. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 mean “ Mr. S. N. Mullick.'* 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICKs Sir. I am only Babu 
Surendra Nath MuUick. not Mr. S. N. Mullick. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEES My friend Babu Surendra 
Nath Mullick anticipated the judgment of the Committee proposed to be 
formed. Babu Surendra Nath Bay and Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur supported the motion while another Bal Bahadur opposed it. 
and I am sorry that I cannot agree with the latter. 

Sir. it is an admitted fact that Bajas and Maharajas not only of the 
old school but with modern European education do employ Eavirajes in 
their own family as family physicians in addition to European doctors. 
My hon’ble friend the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan who has 
got the best European edupation still entSiiains more than one Kaviraj 
in his family. Sir, Dr.» Haridhan Dutt said that he felt very proud 
when in his college days his professor eulogised the nation which could 
produce men like Charaka and Susruta and yet he is soiTy that this 
resolution has been brought before this Council. 

• 

As regards the TJnani system abo^ut which Dr. Suhrawardy has 
moved an amendment, we. Hindus, have no personal knowledge. Our 
Muhammadan friends are the best judges about it. We Hindus, use 
TJnani medicines only for some particular purposes, which I need not 
paention before the Council. 

With these words. I support the original resolution of Babu Eishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I. too. fail to appre¬ 
ciate the levity with which the resolution and the amendment have been 
treated in the Council. 1 would not have intervened at all in the debate 
if it had not been for the fact that some hon*ble members, with very 
little knowledge of the TJnani system, have tried to belittle it. We 
know that the TJnani system has not only conferred great benefits on 
suffering humanity but it was the precursor of the modem Allo¬ 
pathic system of medicine. Those who know will agree with me that 
practically all the medicines in the British Pharmacopoeia have been 
taken from the TJnani system of medicine. Babu Surendra Nath Mullick 
has rightly said that these two systems of Medicine—^the Eaviraji and 
TJnani—ought to be fostered and incorporated in the British Pharmaco¬ 
poeia. But this cannot be done without a thorough investigation into 
the two systems in order to recover some of our lost knowledge. 

With these words. I support the resolution and the amendment. 




thought fit to condemn that system and said that it should not be intro> 
duced here in Bengal as the system was^of no use. It has also been said 
that the system is empirical in its origin, but il the hon’ble member 
who has said that only knew what the system was he would never have 
to come to that opinion. Each medicine under the TTnani system has 
a separate quality and there is a big book which deals with these 
medicines giving their > names and the diseases they «are. This 
system is a rational one and the book which contains all these informations 
is called Makkzan-i-Addia and is to be found in every Muhammadan 
household. 

It is further alleged that this system is based on the Ayurvedic system. 
I do not think so. By this, I do not say that the Ayurvedic system is 
not of very great antiquity and is not one of the best systems which 
should be encouraged in Bengal. 1 would only point out that the very 
name of the system indicates that it was taken from the Greeks and 
developed hy the Saracens and the drugs are prepared from shrubs and 
vegetables. 

It is further alleged that in Turkey only the Allopathic system is in 
vogue. It is true, but this is also true that the Uuani system obtains 
largely in the metropolis of the Sultan of Turkey. It is also alleged 
th.it this system has not found favour with the inhabitants of India. 
Tlat is not so. At Lucknow, Hooghly and Murshidabad and other 
places this system is still prevailing and schools have been founded 
which keep Hakims and they distrubute medicines to the people. It 
must be within the knowledge of any person that even now big Hakima 
of Lucknow and Delhi are frequently invited by Bajas and Maharajas 
frem distant places and even by some high Government officials for their 
triatracut. That is the case even now though no arrangements 'have 
ev.»r been made for the development of this science. 

This system has its votaries in India among the aristocrats; and with¬ 
out going further afield, I may mention that the Burdwan Estate main¬ 
tains and engages Hakims even now. This shows that the people of the 
country have faith in the system and it would be right, if along with the 
recommendation made in the original resolution, the amendment made 
by Dr. Suhrawardy is also favourably considered. 

Rijft MANILOLL 8INCH ROYs Sir, I move that the question be 
nt w put. 

Th6 PRESIDENT” I have come to the end of the list and 1 would 
new ask the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea to reply. 

The Hon’bleSif SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Before I deal 
with the obstuvations and the conflicting views which we have heartl in 
the Council Chamber regarding the different systems of medicine, it seems 
to me that I should clear my ground. There is, in the first place, 


My hon’ble ^iend, the moTer of the amendment, Buggests an enlarge* 
ment of the personnel and of the scope of the committee to be appointed. 
He recommends that persons should be appointed acquainted with the 
Unani system of medicine and that the committee should inquire 
into and report ^upon the steps to be taken for the restoration and develop* 
ment of the TJnani system. Therefore, 8ir, we have two distinct resolu* 
tion8-H)ne relating to the Ayurvedic and the other to the 
Tibbi or Unani system. It seems to me that it would be more conve¬ 
nient if, instead of having one committee dealing with considerations 
so divergent and it may be conflicting,‘we should have two committees— 
one for the Ayurvedic and the other for the Unani system. I trust 
that this suggestion will commend itself to the mover of the resolution 
as well as of the amendment and will meet with the acceptance of this 
House. “ 

Sir, the next observation which I desire to make with regard to the 
resolution—and this also applies partly to the amendment—is one which 
relates to the personnel of the committee. Sir, it has been suggested tbat 
I should be placed in charge of the committee. Sir, I am deeply thank¬ 
ful to the mover of the resolution for doing me the great and signal 
honour of asking me to preside over the deliberations of this committee. 
But I confess. Sir, that T am perfectly iqnocent of all knowledge regard¬ 
ing all systems of medicine—Allopathic Homeopathic, Unani or Ayur¬ 
vedic. It seems to me, therefore, that I labour under a very serious 
disqualification, and while I am thankful to my friend for thus hon¬ 
ouring me. I feel compelled to tell him that I am not fit for it, and that 
I must decline the honour. Hot only that but it also 
seems to me that my hon’hle friend would best serve the 
object which we have in view if, instead of indicating the personnel of 
the committee he were to leave the matter to the Government which 
might be tnisted to appoint a committee whose personnel will commend 
itself to the acceptance and the judgment of this House. I hope my 
hon’ble friend will accept my suggestion. 

I may say ut once that the Government accepts the proposition that 
a committee should be appointed for the purpose mentioned in the reso¬ 
lution as regards the Ayurvedic system of medicine and also to appoint 
a separate committee as regards the Unani system of medicine. 

Sir, we must bear in mind that both these systems are ancient and 
one of them is indigenous to the soil. India claims to be the home of 
the Ayurvedic system. It indeed claims to be the home of the Science 
and Art of medicine. It is the cradle of that Art and from India the 
Ayurvedic system and the princiides which underly it travelled to the 
West and from there it travelled back to the East. Like the Sun it 
travelled from East to West and this system had among its disciples no 


lias observed tbe great Moslem Universities of Cardova and Seville held 
aloft tbe torch of civilisation in the middle ages while Europe was sunk 
in almost primitive darkness. About ten years ago, I had an opportu* 
nity of visiting ihe Ehoda Buksh Library at Patna and there I saw some 
surgical instruments treasured up in that library which once belonged 
to the University of Seville. They reminded me of the past glories 
the Moslem world. They reminded me also of the reflected glories of 
my own ancestors because the Ayurvedic system of medicine was im¬ 
ported from India into Greece and from Greece it travelled north¬ 
wards and westwards and was incorporated into the Unani system. 
Sir, having regard to the fact that the Ayurvedic system is indigenous 
to the soil and that the Unani system has been practised here for centu¬ 
ries, I think it is the clear duty of a Government which represents 
both Hindus and Muhammadans that they should appoint a committee 
for suggesting practical steps for the restoration and development of 
these two systems. I say it is the first duty of a Government to do 
this—a Government which is interested in the preservation of all systems 
and cultures, Hindu and Muhammadan, of which it is the repository and 
the custodian. 

Secondly, Sir, there is another side of the question which should not 
be ignored. We have only one qualified doctor for 42,000 people. 
Furthermore, ^ per cent, of the people do not avail themselves of the 
Allopathic or Homeopathic system of treatment but take to the ancient 
systems of India—the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems. That beiqg so, 
it would he beneficial to the people if these two systems were restored, 
developed and improved. 

Sir, we have heard a great deal about contending systems. We have 
been told that knowledge is to he accepted from whatever quarter it comes. 

I accept this view. And I am perfectly sure that these committees will 
go thoroughly into these two systems and make practical suggestions for 
their restoration and further development, and if they find as a result of' 
their labours that nothing could he done then the whole thing would be 
dropped and we shall know whether we should place any further credence 
in these two ancient systems of medicine. There would be a finality 
and tbe trouble would be at an end. Therefore, Sir, looking at the 
matter from this point of view, I think that a committee is necessary. 

Sir, it has been said by one of the speakers that Government should 
not spend any money on this project. Sir, Government is going to 
appoint these two committees, and when they set to work, they would 
require paper and pencil and ink and these have got to be provided by 
the Government. Government will spend nothing more for the present. 
Therefore, so far as the menace of expenditure is concerned—und it is 
a terrible menace to this House as I know from personal experience-^ 






The Hon’Me Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No, it is not a 

cold douche. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: WiU it only be a paper 
comimttee P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs Of course not. 
But the committee must have paper to write on. (Laughter.) 

As I was saying, if money is needed, it would be necessary for me to 
lay the whole matter before you and ask you to give me the money to 
spend. It is you and not the Government who are the final authority in 
matters of finance. When the report of the committee comes before 
Government I will lay it before you and ask you to provide the funds, 
if expenditure should be necessary. 

Then, Sir, we have also heard remaiks about the School of Tropical 
-Medicine. The School of Tropical Medicine is not intended merely to 
examine the quality of indigenous drugs. Its purposes are much 
wider, it embraces the whole range of tropical diseases. 1 am sure that 
within the next ten years when it will have made its researches, when 
it will have extended the bounds of human knowledge in the matter of 
tropical diseases and their cure, history will record in glowing terms 
the efforts of those who have been associated with the genesis of thi^ 
great institution. I need not detain the Council much longer. I need 
say only this that we as a Government are neither Homeopatlis nor 
Allopaths nor upholders of the Ayurvedic system or the TJnani system: 
we are advocates of truth, of the healing art in all its phases and in all 
its aspects. That is the motto of Government. We extend a generous 
consideration to all arts and all systems and are sympathetically inclined 
to try all systems in order that the great community entrusted to our 
care may grow in health and strength and that the needs of medical 
relief may he fully met. I hope and trust my friend will accept my 
suggestion. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS T accept the suggestion 
and the modifications that have been proposed by the Ilon’ble Minister. 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the mover of the resolution as well 
as the mover of the amendment and the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea all desire that this motion should ba split into two ports and 
there should be some modifications made in it. As tbe motion baf 
already been moved in a particular form, I take it that I have no power 
to make any alterations without the leave of tbe House. I therefore 
put it to tbe House that the resolutions may be permitted to be amend¬ 
ed in the following form:— 

** This Council recommends to tbe Government that a committee 


restoration and development of the Ayurvedic system of treatment, with 
special attention to the question of the teachinip of the Ayurvedic sys' 
tern, with necessary modification, under proper supervision and control.” 

This Council recommends to the Government that a committee he 
formed to consider and report, after taking such evidence as may be 
thought necessary, as to what procticarsteps may be taken for the res¬ 
toration and development of the Unoni system of treatment, with special 
attention to the question of the teaching of the tJnani system., 
with necessary modification, under proper supervision and control.*' 

Leave was given to amend the motions. 

The motions were then put in the amended form and agreed to. 

MohanganJ Hflt incidents. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 wish, before the next motion is moved, to tell 
the House that there is a judicial inquiry pending in connection uith 
the incidents of the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail. Thif 
particular motion does not refer to that exactly, but to the incident a1 
Mohanganj. 1 would ask Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Itay, the mover oi 
the rosolutioh, strictly to confine himself to that matter and not to go 
beyond it. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: This Council rocom. 
mends to the Government that an inquiry he made, by a committee of 
officials and non-officials, into the unfortunate incidents at Mohanganj 
Hat, in connection with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail.*' 

In moving this resolution, I am fully conscious of the responsibility 
1 am undertaking. There has been already a Government inquiry on 
tbe subject and a Government resolution on the matter has also been 
published. But there is also no blinking of the fact that the said 
inquiry and resolution in certain important aspects have given no satis¬ 
faction to the public. They feel that the inquiry has not been a fair, 
one- 

Tho PRESIDENT: What inquiry are you referring toP 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The inquiry at Mohan- 
ganj. They feel, that the inquiry at Mohanganj has not been a fair 
one, that witnesses who could give material evidence have not been 
examined. They even go to the length of suspecting that the inquiry 
has hidden more than what it has disclosed. Rightly or* wrongly there 
is a feeling abroad that wherever the conduct of high officers are 
involved, the inquiry fails in the proper apportionment of guilt and an 
effort for white-washing it is made. I know that the feeling is not 


a remark should he given. No doubt, Sir, there can be p.o stopping oi 
wagging tongues but neither should food for such suspicion be sup* 
plied by the Government. An absolutely baseless suspicion dies of 
itself. But here, in connection with the incidents at Mohanganj, the 
suspicion is not absolutely baseless. To begin with, Sir, the inquiry 
into the first part of the subject matter of the Government resolution. 
viz.f the causes leading to the escape of prisoners from the Jail, was 
conducted by the Inspector^General of Prisons with whom were asso* 
ciatfd two non^official gentlemen. 

The PRESIDENT: Here you are again referring to the escape of 
prisoners from the jail. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am only referring to the 
report already published. ^ 

The PRESIDENT: It may be that the report is published, but the 
matter is under judicial inquiry and I will not allow a single word tn 
be said on the subject. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Bnt coming to the second 
part of the resolution which deals with incidents in connection with the 
recapture of escaped convicts, we find that the inquiry was conducted by 
the Divisional Commissioner alone, unaided by any non-ofilcials. And, 
Sir. so far as tbe incidents at Kohanganj are concerned, they were not 
even inquired into by the Commissioner himself. Only a Deputy Super¬ 
intendent of Police was deputed to make the inquiry. Now, Sir, the fact 
of the association of non-officials in one part of the inquiry and its want 
in the other part dealing with much more serious allegations, has 
naturally led j^ople to think that the Government perhaps was not confi¬ 
dent of its own grounds and had therefore shirked an association of 
non-official gentlemen, which might have disclosed facts unpleasant to 
the Government. And, further, the people naturally hesitate to attach 
much value to an inquiry by a subordinate officer into the conduct of his 
superiors. Thu&, Sir, in this case, the Government itself has fed the 
suspicion. Here the people have a right to think that the Government 
did not take the public into its confidence. 

Sir, on Tuesday last, we had a learned discourse by one of the Hon'ble 
Members of tbe Government on the mentality of some of the no-offioial 
members of tbe House— 

The PRE8IQENT: I do not think you need go back to the debate 
that took idace tbe other day. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; May I not expUin our 
position f 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYs I am only refeiring to that, 
and I have every confidence that the balance will be held etrictly even by 
the chair. 

The PRE8IDENT: You need not remind me of that. 1 know my 
duty. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Our misfortune often is not 
to see eye to eye with the angust personages occupying the central bench¬ 
es. To avoid a similar homily to-day, permit me, Sir, to say at once 
that I have not the least intention to minimise the conspicuous energy, 
resource and activity—to quote the words of the (Government resolution- 
displayed by the district authorities. Their prompt action was highly 
(jommendable. The district officers were almost taken by surprise, but 
they were not non-plussed. With the slender force that they could get 
together at that time, they took up the pursuit of that large body of 
criminals with very commendable alacrity. They had always kept the 
convicts on the move and had compelled them to disi)erBe. People do 
not know what would have happened otherwise. Their devotedness and 
the pains they took ai*e worthy of nothing but praise. 

But, Sir, the reports of the incidents at Mohanganj tell a different 
tale. Hei'e, as the I'eports go, without the least warning the houses of 
innocent villagers were raided in the dead of night by armed men, and 
indiscriminate firing was indulged in, as a result of which five innocent 
men were, mure or less, seriously wounded and no notice was taken of the 
wounded persons one of whom subsequently succumbed to His injuries. 
The zenanas were insulted and about twenty-five simple villagers were 
arrested on suspicion and kept under police guard the whole night. Sir, 
in spite of the sweet words in the Government resolution, there is no 
denying the fact that the reconnaissance that was said to have been made 
before Shaher Mulla’s house was raided, was not worth the name even. 
For, Sir, can anybody call it a reconnaissance when not a single villager 
was asked a question and (he principal object of it, the information 
whether the men inside the house were really the escaped prisoners or 
not, had not been elicited? Then, Sir, with what impunity the Criminal 
Procedure Code and Police Regulations were brushed aside! Without 
any previous warning, without calling upon the master of the house to 
allow a peaceful search, in the dead of night, while the inmates are all 
asleep, it was thought fit by the officer-in-charge to let loose a number 
of half-trained men with loaded guns, to raid the house! It appears in 
the Government resolution that the force was especially instructed by 
the officer not to use fire-arms. Then, Sir, why were they allowed to 
carry loaded guns during the raid? Was it a commendable error of 
judgment on the part of the officer to opportunely forget that in all such 
cases the fire-arms have got a most un^ppy knack of going off ? It is 


another word ior a command to fire. I do i;ot blame the poor Ghirkha. 
T blame the gallant officer who gaye dangerous weapons io such raw and 
undisciidined recruits who cannot understand the words of command 
even and employed them in a night raid in a Bengal village. Sir, was 
not this itself a rash and negligent act, fit to be severely censured by the 
higher authorities P Sir, instead of employing such uncontrollable men, 
the officer could have employed some men of the regular Keserve Force 
who were in the party. And then again what happened P Not the 
unexpected or unforeseen to a man with coramonsense, which a police 
officer is supposed to have. The Qurkha had fired, others took it to be 
the fire of escaped convicU and so they also began firing. Kaw and 
undisciplined as they were, they went out of control altogether and even 
fired at villagers who came to inquire; and most probably the officer com> 
manding caught the contagion and took anybody and everybody for an 
escaped convict and when he found his challenge unanswered even, by a 
frightened villager swimming across the river he was shot at hy the 
gallant officer, it is said, in spite of protestation hy a co-villager. And, 
Sir, if the intention of the officer is to be judged by his action, it was 
not so much the recapture of the escaped convicts, as to shoot them down. 
For it is admitted by the Government that no further notice of the wound¬ 
ed man was taken by the officer. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon>ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): It is not admitted by Government. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But, Sir, in reply to a 
question put by me, I tbink the reply was given by Govemraent the 
other day that no notice of the wounded men was taken by tlie officer 
that very night. I am sending for the reply and I will show it. 

Now, Sir, it seems that he thought his business ended with the shoot¬ 
ing of a supposed convict, the rest was left to fate. 

Sir, the Govemuioni has expressed a regret for the Mohaiigunj inci¬ 
dent, but is a mere expression of regret enough recompense when the 
servants of the Government themselves have not merely committed an 
error of judgment, the modem panacea for all official delinquencies, but, if 
the reports are true, a positively illegal act—a crime. Sir, I am con¬ 
vinced that the Government inquiry into the conduct of the officers at 
Mohanganj is not worth the name. The whole matter has been practi¬ 
cally left to the underlings of the Police, and they have got up a story 
suiting their own purpose and have patted themselves on iheir backs with 
the Commissioner as a mere figurehead. It is deplorable that such 
things should ever come out with the hall-ifiark of a Government resolu¬ 
tion and the Government should be led to pour applause when castiga¬ 
tion is merited. Sir, the other day, an Hon’ble Member of the Govern¬ 
ment loftily enunciated the principle underlying the relationship between 
the Government and its officers. He said that they can only be enlivened 



assured of Government support, assured with the knowledge that the 
Government should always be at their back. Sir, the Hon*ble Member 
is a worthy officer, so worthy that he may indentify himself with the 
Government, and like Louis XIV cry out Uetat c*eac uni the 

State—and magnanimously issue carte hlanchei to all his officers. But 
we are now living in democratic days. All hon’ble officials should do 
well if they remember that that game of the seventeenth century can be 
played no longer. It would be much better if the hon’ble officials would 
remind their subordinates that they all, high and low, are servants of 
the people, and with that knowledge alone a better sense of service, a 
higher tone of discipline and responsibility can be attained. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs The Ohandpur affair has unfor¬ 
tunately placed the Mohanganj affair in a shade, otherwise we would 
have heard a great deal more about this terrible event in which shots 
were fired at random and innocent people killed. I already discussed 
the Mohanganj affair in the course of my speech on police reorganisation: 
hut the matter is so serious and has been so lightly dealt with in the Gov¬ 
ernment resolution, that we have sometimes to wonder whether official 
mentality is ever likely to change at all. Beforms or no reforms, it seems 
to be the same attitude of patting the officials on the back and minimising 
events that are serious in all conscience. During the last few days, we 
have heard in this Council Hon'ble Members of the Government strongly 
criticising the action of those audacious members of the Council who have 
the effrontery to find fault with the Government or its officials. I can 
assure you, Sir, that it is not a pleasant task, nay, it is one of the most 
thankless tasks imaginable, to have to get up and say unpalatable things. 
But, if we have to justify ojir presence here, if we have any regard for 
the duty that has been imposed upon us, we must speak out the truth, 
however unpalatable, we must bring to the notice of the Government the 
opinion of the public, as we read it. If we fail in this, we should be 
failing in our duty both to the Government and to the people. The 
Government ought to remember that their open critics are their best 
friends. There is no justification in thinking that it is the nature of 
seme members eternally to go ** against the Government -there no 
justification in thinking that fearless criticism is due to any but the 
most honest motives, and I do not know that there is any Government 
in the world who has the right to stigmatise or cow down honest criticism. 
Why do we criticise the Government at all P Because we want to prevent 
the Government from creating serious discontent in the country. 
What is this Mohanganj affair? Government have published a resolution 
based on the report*of the Commissioner of the Bajshahi Division, who, 
as stated in the reply to a question put by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Kay, never went to Mohanganj to inquire into the matter at all. As 
against this report, we have a report signed by five non-offioial gentle- 


to ibis Council to demand a further and a fuller enquiry, so that the 
truth and the whole truth may be found out? Government should not 
fight shy of an open inquiry. It will surely tend to allay the prevailing 
discontent. The main facts of the Mohanganj affair are simple enough 
and have been well stated by the Kumar, but many important details 
are still so much shrouded in darkness that they demand the light of 
an open inquiry. 

I have carefully read the official report: but we do not know whut 
was the the total number of the force that found itself obliged to proceed 
to arrest 40 men, who were reported to look like coolies. We do not 
know why the house was not kept surrounded till day-light when it would 
have been ever so much easier to arrest these men. Then we find it 
slated—**They received information that the convicts armed with four 
or five guns had looted Mohanganj H&t and were resting there in an 
exhausted state.*’ 

We want to know who supplied this information, so that we can 
judge whether it was trustworthy or whether the informant was merely 
moonstruck in the moonlit night when the memorable march to 
Mohanganj took place. We find it stated in the official report that 
Mr. Boll had specially ordered that there was to be no firing and yet a 
rer.ruit let nfi' his lifie. Then, again, T^e find it stated —** others, under 
the impi'ession that they were being attacked, fired also and, in the con¬ 
fusion and noise, the orders of the officers to ’ cease fire ’ were not heard.” 
Of all the unsatisfactory descriptions of the whole affair, this is the most 
unsatisfactory and we are seriously asked to l>e satisfied with this. The 
Commissioner’s report on this matter is more curious still. He says— 
“ Tt cannot he ascertained who fired the first shot: hut it seems fairly pro¬ 
bable that it was a Gurklia recruit who understood no language but his 
own patois.” I do not know what to say to a statement like this serious¬ 
ly offered to the public. The recruit had been four months in the Sardnh 
Training School—Is it conceivable that in course of these foiii months 
a recruit had not even learned to understand the ordinary words of orders 
issued by their superiors ? It was not as if the Gurkha was asked to 
carry on a discussion or a dissertation with the officers: he was there to 
carry out orders and surely four months’ time in a training school was 
enough to teach him this simple and elementary order 1 If the Sardah 
School could not do this for him, the sooner the affairs of the school 
are overhauled the better. 

It appears that the Commissioner was not sure whether this explana¬ 
tion would be acceptable to the public, so we find there another explana¬ 
tion— viz.i “ or he may have fired out of pure excitement.” Sir, I must 
honestly confess, I do not understand these excitements, which" have 
a tendency to play fast and loose with people’s lives. Is human life io 


Ab if tills were not enough the Commissioner goes on to state —** It 
is impossible to decide now who fired the actual shots and it does not 
seem profitable to inquire/’ Not profitable to inquire? Is this the 
attitude that Government is going to take up—five innocent men are 
wounded and one villager has died as a result of gunshot wounds—and 
yet it is not profitable to inquire who is responsible for this atrocious 
action? It is sentiments like these that bring the Government into 
discredit and disrepute. If a thing like this had happened in Sngland, 
would any official have dared to take uj) this attitude? How does the 
Government treat the matter? Government not only endorses the 
opinion of the Commissioner that ** all concerned in tiie pursuit and 
recapture, both officers and men gave their best, worked indefatigably 
and ^owed marked courage and endurance/* but the praise allotted 
to the officers and men is too fulsome for words. Kutual admiration 
seems the order of the day, but in a case, where the public are not yet 
satisfied, this praise is, to put it mildly, most curious and uncalled for. 
It has been often asserted in this Council that adverse criticism of the 
officials tends to destroy discipline and (quality of work, but I say it in 
all seriousness that fulsome praise in season and out of season and 
invariable support on all occasions tends to destroy the morale of any 
service and utterly destroys true prestige and public confidence. 

Rti JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, I beg to 
support this resolution. When we read of the break through of the 
convicts from the Kajshahi Jail, it reminded- 

Tho PRESIDENT: You are not entitled to go into the question of the 
incident at the Buj^hahi Jail. I have already ruled to that elTect and 
you must confine youiself to the Moha^nganj incidents. The matter of 
the Rajshahi Jail js under a judicial inquiry and you cannot express any 
opinion on it. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am not express¬ 
ing any opinion on it. 

The PRESIDENT: You are. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: You have not yet 

heard me. 

The PRESIDENT: Goon. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When I heard of 
the break through of the prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail, it reminded 
me ol certain chapters of the early period of the mutiny. 


Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The Mohanganj 
incident was an outcome of the escape of the Bajshahi prisoners. 
Government had to be maintained and peace and order had to be 
restored. In that process, excesses were committed, but the excesses 
were too great. Murders, looting and other outrages were committed. 
Such things always happen when such events, such occuirences as the 
break through of the prisoners take place. What I say is this: In 
such a position when the people consider that they have been ill-treated, 
it is the duty of Government to appoint a committee, an impartial com¬ 
mittee, to find out what were the causes and circumstances which led 
to it and what were the excesses and whether these great excesses should 
be punished or not. Sir, the Mohanganj matter stands on a different 
footing from that of the Chandpur business. There I was satisfied 
with the practical vote of censure and did not want further agitation. 
In this matter there is no possibility of any public ebullition of agita> 
tion. The events of the post have been practically forgotten, but in the 
interests of justice and to satisfy the public that things were right 
there should be a committee of inquiry and, if things were not right, 
men who have offended, men who have maltreated, these people would 
certainly have to be dealt with. In order to assure the public, Govern¬ 
ment should at once fall in with the mover and appoint an impartial 
committee. 

Ths Hon’blO Sir HENRY WHEELER: This resolution, like the 
one we had before us not long ago, requests Government to undertake 
a further inquiry into an incident in which an inquiry has already been 
held, and regarding which the conclusions arrived at have already been 
made public in a resolution which runs to six and a half pages in print. 
When such a I’ecummendaiion is made, therefore, I think that we are 
entitled to expect something more than the vague generalities which 
have been hurled at our heads—all calculated to excite prejudice against 
the action of Government and its conduct in relation to its officers. I 
put it to the Council that it is not sufficient to come here and say there 
are suspicions that a fair inquiry has not been made, that material wit¬ 
nesses have not been examined and that more has been hidden than 
disclosed; to embroider that theme with many adjectives and heroics, 
and then to end-—“ Of course we do not know that these susincions are 
justified,” and yet to urge those susjncions as the basis of a fresh 
investigation. 

Apart from details, with which I will deal later, the only two general 
reasons which have been given by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray why 
we should have an inquiry are—firstly, that the previous one was held by 
the Commissioner alone, and, secondly, that Government have not taken 
the public into their confidence. When Government has published, 
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the public into their confidence P More especially when we have freely 
and frankly admitted that a mistake was made and have given details 
in this Council of the compensation paid to the families of the injured 
persons. As to the fact that the Commissioner held an inquiry alone, 
the Kumar Sahib is as well aware as 1 am that the Commissioner is the 
head of his division, and it is strictly in accord with official practice 
that, when the conduct of his officers is impugned, he should deal with 
the matter and report to Government. 

This incident arose out of the escape on'the 24th of March of 609 
convicts from the Bajshahi Jail, and the fact that 669 more or less des¬ 
perate men wore wandering over the district was clearly a soui^ce of 
considerable danger to th» peaceful inhabitants of the locality. One 
would have expected, therefore, to have heard some recognition of the 
efforts that were made by the men who did their best to round these 
convicts up. When the escape was known two courses were obviously 
open to the local officials. They might have assumed a kind of 
Ho-peep ” attitude—let them alone and they will come home dragging 
their chains behind them—and trust to luck that sooner or later these 
men would be rounded up in one corner or another; or they might have 
assumed the responsibility of taking action. The officials, fortunately, 
at once took every action in their power; they gathered up men, wher¬ 
ever they could be found, put them into motor-cars and dashed them 
off in pursuit of these convicts. 1 should have have been better pleased 
to have heard that the younger members of the Rajshahi Bar accoin- 
paiiied the party which went out in pursuit, instead of staying behind 
incubating committees of inquiry and resolutions of censure. 

Now, Sii', as you have ruled that the details of the pursuit are under 
judicial inquiry and cannot therefore be dealt with here, the discussion 
being confined to the incident which occurred at Mohanganj, 1 can 
only say so much, that two parties went in pursuit, one from Rajshahi 
itself, and one, at the instance of Mr. Reid the Collector, from Sardah, 
consisting mainly of recruits from the Police School. After various 
incidents which depleted the first party, either in the pursuit of small 
detachments or in guarding men who had been arrested, the two forces 
met at Mohanganj at about 11-30 p.m. At that time the party from 
Rajshahi had ^en marching, since afternoon, without food, and with¬ 
out clothing, as they had practically doubled out of their barracks as they 
were and had covered a distance of some sixteen miles. These raw 
recruits who, as we have been told this afternoon, had only been about 
18 weeks under training, had come a distance of about twenty-six miles; 
this, in an afternoon of the latter part of March. Is it to 1 m wondered 
at that some of them were exhausted, and is it to be wondered at if 
excitement prevailed among them ? These parties met in a village about 
four miles from Mohanganj at 11-30 at night. They heard from passers- 


liave been asked where that nimour came from f 1 admit that no indivi* 
dual informant is mentioned in the papers, but how do these rumours get 
about, except in a general way as gathered from passers-by ? In any case 
tliia party, exhausted as it was, pressed on. It was a moonlight night; 
they found the road strewn with convicts* clothing and prison utensils, 
all evidence to show that the convicts had gone that way. When 
they came up to hlohanganj, they sent forward an Indian non¬ 
commissioned officer to reconnoitre. He came back and said that there 
were 40 suspicious looking people asleep in a shed, and admittedly these 
people were not Bengali villagers. It was concluded that they were 
convicts, while also on the previous information, it was believed that 
the convicts were armed with four or hve guns. Admittedly they had 
one gun; four or five was an exaggeration. The pursuing party 
surrounded this house; a scuffle ensued when they went inside; the 
villagers took them for dacoits—not an unnat\iral mistake at 1-30 at 
night—whereas the police took for convicts what were really 
up-country labourers, and a struggle ensued. One of the raw recruits, 
in spite of distinct instructions which had been given, let off his 
gun; others followed suit and there was general confusion. Before the 
officers could order * cease fire * nine shots were fired. Four men sus¬ 
tained slight injuries, and one villager who had come 
out to see what was going on was unfortunately shot and killed. 
That was the only fatal accident. At that time the people were miming 
about in all directions. The police were still under the impression that 
they were on the heels of the convicts, and when they found men hiding 
in ditches and behind trees, certain of them were arrested, the total 
being twenty-four or twenty-five. Mr. MacDowell, the Superintendent 
of Police of the district, challenged one man who was found in a ditch 
and receiving no answer pursued him towards the river. The man 
swam across the river. Mr. MacDowell who is a fluent Bengali 
scholar, told him to stop and said that he would not be injured if he dhl 
so. The man would not stop and got to the other side, where\ip.on 
Mr. MacDowell fired and hit him. This man has since recovered. The 
party then left the twenty-four or twenty-five men they had arrested on 
the road side and pressed on, and it has been made a cause of complaint 
against them that they did not there and then stop in the village and 
sort them out. Another charge made against them is that they did 
not wait till the morning before surrounding the house. The reason 
why they did not wait till morning before surrounding the house was 
that they were keen on the recapture of the convicts, and they did not 
want to run any risk of losing them. The sorting out of these men was 
left to the District Magistrate who came up next morning. But the 
pursuing party went on without rest that night in order to catch these 
convicts. I put it to the Council that, in according a considerable 


is not open to the charge ot haying deliyered itself of fulsome and 
nauseating adulation. It seems to me that these men performed an extra* 
ordinarily plucky act under circumstances of considerable difficulty. 

Now, that is a simple statement of the facts, which, indeed, has 
already been given in our resolution. My evidence of it rests on the 
statements of Mr. MacDowell, the Superintendent of Police of the 
District, Mr. Bell, the Assistant Principal of the Sardah Police Train¬ 
ing College, who was with the party. Inspector Linford, Inspector Khan 
Sahib Wuli Muhammad, a subedar, 7 recruits, 8 villagers and 4 con¬ 
victs, and, as I said in the matter of the Chandpur case, if anybody 
wishes to see that evidence, I am perfectly willing to place it on the 
library table. 

Now, Sir, in so far as the report of the non-official committee of 
inquiry (and indeed anything we have heard to-day) does not differ 
materially in any statement of what occurred from what 1 have just 
related, 1 put it to the Council that there is not sufficient reason for 
reopening this matter, regarding which witnesses have already been 
examined and their statements recorded. The case comes down, as it 
did in the Chandpur incident, to differences of opinion as to the conclu¬ 
sions which may be drawn regarding certain aspects of the affair, and I 
will take one by one these points so far as they have been related this 
afternoon. 

It lias been said by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay that no notice 
was taken of the wounded men, and he had even gone so far as to have 
said tbui Government had admifted this. May I read the answer which 
we gave the day before yesterday regarding the man who was shot by 
Mr. MacDowell ? It ran:— 

Mr. MacDowell gave the wonndod man stimalants and arranged for him to be 
sent to hospital in charge of a constable and two of his relatives. 

I have here, in the statements of convicis, villagers and officers, con¬ 
stant references to the action taken to despatch the injured men to hos¬ 
pital. The man who was killed did not appear before any officer; he went 
of his own accord to hospital, and our information is that bis injuries 
were not serious and if properly treated he might have recovered. But 
he would not stay in hospital, and blood poisoning apparently ensued, 
and he died. But in so far as the wounded people came under the notice 
of Government officers, arrangements were made to send them to hospi¬ 
tal, and why should it be suspected otherwise ? Is it likely that people 
of the standing of the Superintendent of Police and District Magistrate 
would wantonly and brutally leave the wounded people on the roadside 
when it was easy enough to send them to the hospital P 

Another allegation that has been made is that the senanas were 
insulted, I can only read Mr. Reid’s account of the search which runs 
as follows:— 



attempt to surround the men in Shaher MulU’s hut, men (whom the police had 
every reason to believe were convicts) had fled in all directions, but the searches were 
done under orders and with care. If voices of women were heard, they were left 
alone. 

There was no chasing of women, nor were insulting remarks made to them. The 
Superintendent of Police took care to explain to the vilUgers what the police were 
there for. This is tlie Superintendent’s statement. He was present. I saw Shaher 
Mulla’s house yesterday. It contains a large number of separate ‘'ghars” and 
rooms, and there must have been great infusion after the flrst attempt to arrest the 
coolies. Maina Beewa told me her story. Some sepoys tried to get into the room 
in which she went, but desisted when she shut the door in their fa<«8. All the 
itiniates told me no damage was done by the police. 


He remarks later as regards this aged Indian lady whom he person¬ 
ally saw^— 

She may have been frightened but no harm was offered or done to her. From 
her statement to me I am satisfied she was treated neither harbaroufly nor 
improperly (these being the words used by the non-official committee). 

1 submit that the account of the District Magistrate is based on 
reasonable evidence and should he accepted as true. 

Another point urged by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was that 
innocent men were arrested. I have explained to the Council th.e cir¬ 
cumstances under which twenty-four or twenty-five men were aiTested. 
That is not in dispute. But it is not correct to say that no convicts wei-e 
found, as two convicts were arrested in the village. But on the main 
point that the men who were arrested were subsequently released, there 
is substantial agreement. The investigation took place in the morning 
when there was time to undertake it. 

Then we are asked, why was the force allowed to carry arms? I 
put it to the Council that when you go out to arrest a body of 669 con- 
viots who are, as a class, dangerous people, it is wise to take armed men 
if they are at your disposal. 

Then again we arc asked, why was not the regular police employe<lP 
The reason was that the small body of police taken fiom Bajsbahi had 
all been detailed off either in charge of men who were arrested or had 
fallen back exhausted. Mr. MacDowell himself collapsed at about 
6 o’clock that same evening, although he pluckily went on. The only 
men he had with him at the actual occurrence came from Sardah. 

The incident of Mr. MacDowell’s firing has been criticised by Kumar 
Shib Sbekbareswar Ray, and the allegation was that it was Mr. Mac¬ 
Dowell’s intention to shoot the man down. I have given the facts to 
the Council that, after repeated warnings, the man did not stop, and 
Mr. MacDowell who was under the impression that he was a convict 
fired. 

These are the main criticisms mentiontd by Kumar Shib Shekhares- 


practically to conclusions which may be drawn from, and criticisms 
which may be adranced against, particular actions of particular officers. 

I pass to the points mentioned by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. He 
asks first, what was the total force at Mohanganj ? The total force at 
Mohanganj were the three companies of Sardah recruits who had started 
at 3-30 F.M. from the school, less such as had fallen out owing to 
exhaustion or for any other I'eason. From Mr: MacDowell’s statement 
it seems that the number was about 250. 

The next point taken was as to the failure of Mr. MacBowell to 
wait before surrounding the house till daybreak. With that I have 
already dealt. The third point was as to who supplied the information 
as to the convicts being at Mohanganj, and that, too, 1 have already 
mentioned. His fourth criticism was that our resolution gave a most 
unsatisfactory picture of the whole affair. I am sorry that we have 
failed in word painting, but the facts are simple, as I have told the 
Council. Confusion occurred at night under misapprehensions on both 
sides; firing took place against orders, and some men were hurt. Per¬ 
sonally 1 prefer a simple version to mere picturesque writing. 

Then we are asked co\ild not the firing have been stopped? The 
evidence is that the officer in charge of the police had previously directed 
that firing was not to be resorted to, and as soon as it broke out he did 
his best to put an end to it. The fact that only nine shots were fired 
shows that he got the men under control in a short space of time. 

As regards the allegation that the theory of excitement is a flimsy 
excuse, I leave it to the Council to judge from the facts as I have related 
them. 

As to the point who fired the first shot, much play has been made by 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta with the Commissioner’s remark that further 
inquiry could not profitably be made. But surely it is obvious that all 
that was meant was that, given the facts as I have stated them, it was 
impossible to ascertain in the confusion of the night who first let off his 
gun. 

Those are the points taken by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, and I 
have now noticed all criticisms in detail. I again remind the Council 
that the statements which I have given have practically not been chal¬ 
lenged in any substantial point of fact. I have given the evidence upon 
which they rest, and since they cover the main issues which could be 
brought before any fresh inquiry, I submit that any further inquiry is 
unnecessary and uncalled for. 

Bdiu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; We have heard what the 
mover of the resolution has said, we have also heard the reply of Ooveiii- 
ment; but one thing strikes me. When the representatives of the peoide 
coining from tlie district of Eajshahi ask for a further inquiry, I do not 



When the people of the Bajehahi district are anxious for a fresh inquiry 
I do not see any reason why Government should not accede to their 
request. The Government can ill-afford to lose the confidence of the 
people. In these troublous times it is very necessary that the people 
should have their faith unshaken in the Government. 

With these remarks^ 1 beg to support the resolution. 

BabU 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I wish to say only a few words 
with reference to this resolution. I fully agree with what the Hon'blo 
Sir Henry Wheeler has said that there was a misapprehension on both 
sides, but it cannot be denied that there was a huge blunder on the part 
nf the Government ofB.cials. It was not a case of comedy of errors but 
it was a case tragedy of errors. What I would simply suggest is that 
when the non-ofBcial members of the Council ask for a committee, I 
think Government should not refuse it, becsiuse I may toll the House, and 
especially iho oificial members of the House, that if it had not been for 
the Chandpur incident this incident of Mohanganj Hat would have spread 
discontent throughout the length and breadth of the land; the Chandpur 
incident overshadowed this incident. What the people want is that **let 
there be an inquiry.’’ They do not want anything further. But what 
the Government thinks is that, because they have come to certain con¬ 
clusions on the evidence before it, there is no reason why there should be 
n review of its decision. But I do not think that is the right way of look¬ 
ing at the question. If the people want an inquiry, let there be one. 
Government will not lose anything by such an inquiry. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I have nothing much to 
add but I repeat again that the inquiry into the conduct of the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police was made by tbe Deputy Superintendent of Police, and 
as such this inquiry cannot give satisfaction to the public. But on this 
report the Superintendent of Police has been lauded in the Government 
resolution. 1 know that the Government admits the mistake- But how ? 
I will read a sentence from the Commissioner’s report about 
Mr MacDowell. The Commissioner says: 

I am of opinion that the firing at Mohanganj wae an almost inevitable 
result of the situation. I do not think that any blame attaches to the responsible 
officers for tbe sudden outburst of firing. 

Then he says:— 

As to Mr MacDowell’s shot at tbe man who nram across tbe river I think 
that in the circumstances he was justified in firing. 

Then the Government resolution says: 

An far an the district authorities are concerned, thev disnlaved cnnanicnnitR 



Is this not fulsome praise f 

I also know that some compensation has been paid to some of the 
Tillagers, but, Sir, no censure appears to have been passed on the officmls 
who were responsible for the mistakes. The appointment of a committee 
is required to inquire into the conduct of the officials and whether any 
excesses were committed under their orders. There are some material 
differences between the official report and the report made by some emin¬ 
ent men of Bajshahi. I will read some extracts. About insulting the 
zenana in the house of Shaher Mullah, it states: — 

Some of the armed men noticed this backdoor through which they entered the 
inner apartments and chased Musammat Moina Bibi, the mother of Shaher Mulls, 
an aged lady, who had come out of her room to ascertain what was happening. She 
ran back into her room and shut the door. The armed men made use of some insult¬ 
ing remarks, held out threats and tried to force open the* door. 

Then, Sir, about the shooting of Toki Pramanik I hnd that the 
following is given in this report:— 

A group of three persons, namely, Toki Pramanik, who was a brother-in-law 
of Shaher Mnlla, along with Momim Mridha and Pacha Mridha were proceeding 
towards Shaher Miilla’s house. While they were very near it some armed men 
who were taken three men as dacoits shouted out—** d^r,” “ dhar,** and all the 
three ran away. Momin Blridha and Pacha Mridha ran into a AAodoJttana (private 
mos(iue) near by while Toki Pramanik jumped into the river Baraloi which is a 
sliort distance west of Shaher Mulla’s house- 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: T :im sorry to interrupt the 
8i)eaker. If he reads the answer given to a question on the subject yester¬ 
day he will see that he is mistaken. Toki was a villager who was hit by 
a stray shot and not by Mr. MacDowell. 

Kumar 8HIB8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The official report says that 
the man was not shot by Mr. MacDowell, but the non-official report is to 
the effect that Toki Pramanik was shot by a Sabib, if not by 
Mr. MacDowell. It is therefore to clear up the mystery that I want a 
committee of inquiry. Let the ]X)sition be cleared and let the guilt be 
duly apportioned. The report continues:— 

This was no protection to poor Toki who according to Momin Mridha was shot 
by a sahib. He was wounded in three places about the knee, hi^er np in the thigh 
and on the right side of the back. 

In the official report it is stated that there was only one shot, but bere we 
see that there were three shots fired on him. THe non-official report 
say.s:— 

Two shots were received by him while he was in water and one after be bad 
reached the opposite bank of the river. 

In the official report it is stated that notice of the man was taken the 


the fact that he had been wounded. It is further stated therein that it 
is only after his death that the fact of his being wounded at Mohanganj 
was known to the authorities. With due respect I say from personal 
knowledge, that it is not so. Government officials knew before his 
death that Toki was shot. The noa>official committee say that “there¬ 
after the policemen took no further notice of him but left him to his fate.“ 

Now I come to the other point, I mean the official report in which it is 
stated that only one man was shot in the river, but the non-official report 
is to the effect that two men were shot. The non-official report says 

Another man named Nafar Kamaru, a boatman by piofeesion, was also sinii- 
larly chased. He also jumped into the river with a view to save himself from tlio 
attack of people whom he took to be dacoits. While Nafar Khamaru was 
swimming across the river, Babu Sri Kanta Sarkar, whose evidence we have 
recorded, was forcibly taken to the river bank, where a number of armed men 
stood in battle array under the lead of the Superintendent of Police himself, 
llabu Sri Kanta Sarkar states that notwithstanding repeated assertion on his 
part that Nafar was one of his men the order to fire was given by the Suporin* 
tendent of Police and the riiots hit him in four different places. 

In the official report it is stated that Mr. MacDowell is not at all to 
blame for this. This also ought to be cleared up by the proposed com¬ 
mittee of inquiry. 

Some statement has been made about the compensation that has been 
paid. Of course some compensation has been paid to the widow of Toki, 
hut it is only Rs. 1,000—^f he price of an Indian life is only Bs. 1,0001 
While Mrs. Sherwood who was only assaulted by the moh at Amritsar got 
a huge sum. However, that is another story. No compensation has been 
paid to the mother of Shaher MuUa; no compensation has been paid to the 
men whose houses were raided or to the people who were arrested by the 
imlice by mistake and detained the whole night till next morning. 

A reference has been made to the statements made by certain officials 
which might throw further light on the subject. The Hon’ble Member 
says that the statements could he placed at our disposal, if desired. It 
is ve7-y kind of him to say so now. Certainly the notice of the resolution 
was given about a month back and it would have been much more kind 
of him if he had communicated the news to me a little earlier so that I 
might have dealt with them; but that is not the way of the Hon’ble 
Member. 

I do not like to detain the House any more. There are material dis¬ 
crepancies between the official report and that of the non-officials. So I 
think a committee of inquiry should be appointed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: The next motion is in the name of Babu Kishori 


It was as follows:— 

** This Council recomttiends to the GoTemment that a committee, 
consisting of officials and non-officials, be appointed to inquire into and 
report upon the action taken by the local authorities in connection with 
the escape and recapture of the convicts of the Bajshahi Jail.’’ 

I now call upon Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Ghoudhury to more the 
resolution which stands in his name. 


Vocational tralnlngg 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY GHOUDHURY; This Council 
recommends to the Government to select every year from each district 
of Bengal and send out, at their cost, to different foreign Universities, 
at least a dozen deserving graduates or under-graduates of the Univer¬ 
sities of Calcutta and Dacca for a three years* course of technical, indus¬ 
trial and agricultural training under such conditions as Government 
may deem proper.” 

I think I shall not be guilty of exaggeration if I say that the 
question of vocational training in this country at the present moment 
transcends all other public questions, in weight and importance. A 
silent revolution, or call it an unrest, stares us in the face. If we take a 
correct bearing of the situation we shall find it to be too serious to be 
made light of, particularly in relation to its economic and educational 
aspects, hs they are based, not so much, as is often supposed, upon petty 
jealousy roused by foreign competition or foreign enterprises, or upon 
a real feeling of aversion for cultural training, on western lines, as 
upon an unyielding determination to work out the material salvation 
of the country with the help of Science. 

Sir, I am led to believe that exceptional economic conditions have 
created the present exceptional situation, and, if we are to restore the 
lost equilibrium, these abnormal conditions shall have to be dealt with 
very carefully and seriously in the light of true statesmanship. There 
is absolutely no denying the fact that our people can no longer stand 
upon services or professions. Hardly is there a man in Bengal 1|o-day 
who docs not feel that the material salvation of the country lies in the 
revival of her trade, commerce, her arts and industries. Hardly is there 
a man in Bengal to-day, who does not sincerely deplore the backward¬ 
ness of our people in the matter of technical, industrial and agricultural 
education. The feeling has gone abroad, and it is irresistible, that the 
three R’s if no technical and industrial training has gone along with 
them, are apt to produce a fourth B of ” Rascaldom,” for which the 
Government are alleged to be providing an excellent foundation by their 


Sir; that it is clearly the duty of Ooremment to meet that charge, not 
by a simple denial, or by promises; but, in my opinion, by quickly 
sympathising, in a practical way with legitmate aspirations of the people 
in the matter. 

I am afraid, Sir, that it will be an uphill task for Government to 
recapture the imagination of those of our people, who ^'ve been led 
away from the Government, if'I may say so, unless the powers that be 
are prepared to take vigorous steps to train the hands of our people 
in the various useful arts and industries and in all the up-to date agri> 
cultural and scientific works; for, it is apparent that our people have 
realised that the political freedom which has been promised them will 
be meaningless, without commercial or economic freedom. True it is, 
that our country is primarily an agricultural country; but, there is no 
denying the fact that ever-increasing population and demands of life 
have by far exceeded the producing capacity of our land and I think 
it is essential that new openings for material prosperity should be made 
for them^ It is also an undeniable historical truth that, in the medieval 
days, India was a great trading country; her commercial civilization, 
her legendary wealth, the industrial genius of her people, and her great 
mercantile cities were the wonders of Europe. Europe has no doubt 
beaten India in the race aiid beaten her very badly too; but following 
in the wake of an industrial awakening, the.Indians of to-day have 
resolved within themselves to retrieve India's lost glories and wipe off, 
if possible, from her fair brow the stain of that defeat and her present 
distress. I think it will be a serious mistake on the part of Govern¬ 
ment to forget that our people are out to win economic freedom for their 
country. They are really anxious to have the vast resources of their 
country developed by their own men and, if possible, also by their own 
money. They are no longer willing to supply to the merchant princes 
of the world mere labourers; they want to have their own trained men 
for their own purposes as welKas to supply to the world, if need be, 
their own mechanics, their own engineers and other scientific workers. 
I think that if the Government is to win back the people who have been 
tom away they must fulfil these ambitions. 

Sir, I may, with your permission, say that our Universities, on the 
other hand, have grown unpopular. This is not only because our people 
are averse to cultural training on Western lines, but it is also because 
there are no sister universities in our province for technical, industrial 
and agricultural education of our youths. It may be that the abuses 
which have been hurled against our Universities, from all directions, 
might not have been always based uxmn sober and cogent reasons. It 
may be, that they might not have been always merited, but there is abso¬ 
lutely no doubt that^our people can no longer be satisfied with the present 
system of education unless it is supplemented by. industrial, technical 
and agricultural training, so that cultural and vocational training may 


18 often the case, in India. We stand upon the ^erge of a new era and 
at this turning point of our national life our people have realised that 
their material salvation lies in the reyival of India's trade and com¬ 
merce. They will not rest till uptodate scientific education in all its 
branches, is brought to their door, so that they may, in the fullness of 
time, stand on their own legs and hold their own against any nation on 
the face of the globe. This is a legitimate aspiration which Govem- 
ment is in duty bound to fulfil. If Government were in a position to 
spare all the money required for the establishment of Universities for 
technical, industrial and agricultural education in Bengal, I would have 
unhesitatingly recommended Government to start them at once with well 
cuptipped feeder institutions scattered all over the Presidency, but having 
regard to the financial position of Government, it would be idle to expect 
that sucli a measure could be given effect to. Failing that, it is incum¬ 
bent on Government to provide funds for scholarships to enable an 
adequate number of our young men to go abroad for technical, indus¬ 
trial and agricultural education. I think this should be immediately 
done, for, what I find is that our people are gradually coining to think 
that nothing is going to be done. It has already transpii'ed that the 
Government of India have notified the Bengal Government to the effect 
that the State scholarships for Europe, which were hitherto given by 
the Government of India, will no longer be available to the people of 
Bengal. It is now the duty of the Government of Bengal to award such 
scholarships. 

Sir, it may be said, that my resolution is a bit too ambitious and a 
little too expensive, but wbat I am afraid of is that the impatient 
idealist will not be satisfied even with what I have asked for; he will 
ask for much more; for he lives in an Utopian situation of his own and 
is apt to cry for the moon. But I nm confident that if the Government 
bo pleased to give effect to my resolutiq^n it will go a great way to make 
tbe Univei^ities in Bengal more popular and at the same time satisfy 
the legitimate aspirations of the people; for, there is still a very large 
section of our people who feel that what Western countries have taken 
a century to create, Bengal, and for the matter of that, India cannot 
achieve in a day. They believe in slow progress but want it to be 
steady; they do not want a revolution but tbey wani the Government 
to keep pace with the tide of evolution. In their name, Sir, I appeal to 
the Government to accept my resolution and I hope and trust that I 
do not appeal in vain. 


Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: The country is &st 
awakening to the need for technical and indnstrial education and a 
resolution like the one just moved by my hon’ble f^nd, the Baja Sahib 
of Santosh, is surp to get.pur whole-hearts support. 






if necessary* to improTe the efficiency of the existing agncnlhiral 
Institutions at Pusa, Sahour and other places. There is nothing to 
prevent the growth of first-rate agricultural colleges in India. 

But the case is different with industrial and technical institutions. 
It will be long before we can hope to complete with similar institutions 
in foreign countries. Again* in view of the. fact that graduates are now 
quite numerous, I prefer to send only graduates except in special 
circumstances. I strongly support the general principle of this 
resolution. 

BrilU 8URENDRA NATH*RAYs I am sorry I have to oppose this 
resolution. The reason is that we should ask the Government to help 
us in sending boys to foreign countries for technical, industrial and 
agricultural training when there^s a lack of funds or lack of sympathy on 
the part of parents to send their children to foreign countries for such edu¬ 
cation or when there is no organisation in the country for sending boys to 
foreign countries for such education. It is well known, that nowadays 
parents who' can well afford to do it have been sending their boys 
to the different XTniversities of foreign countries, not by dosens but by 
hundreds, and I think that at the present time there are in the Engineer¬ 
ing Colleges and^tber Technical Institutes in Scotland, England and 
America about one thousand students i^ho are getting their technical 
training. Students have also been going to Japan because education is 
much cheaper there than in Europe or in America. Ky friend. Raja 
. Manmatha Nath Ray Choudhury, must be aware of the existence of the 
Association for the advancement of Scientific and Industrial education of 
Indians. He will probably be surprised to hear that under the aegis of 
that association, no less than 400 hoys have been sent, during the last 15 
or 16 years, to Europe, to America, and to Japan, and most of them have 
gone to these- countries for the purpose of obtaining technical education, 
and, by technical education, I mean agricultural education also. It was 
only last year that we sent 40 students and we are going to send 100 
students this year. Well, that association owes its existent to my 
esteemed friend Rai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur. He is not only 
the Secretary but be is the life and soul of that association and 1 am its 
poor Treasurer'. I may tell you that that organisation has the support of 
all the samindaTs of the province. The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan is one of its patrons and, in fact, all the noblemen 
of Bengal contribute a regular monthly subscription in aid of that 
association. With that money we were in a position to send about 
400 students to the foreign ITniversities. I have forgotten to mention 
one matter. Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Company also allow 
a certain reduction in the passage money to our boys—^I think our are 
boys are permitted to pay only-half the rate and we are deeply grateful 
■ to Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Company fer their kindness. So 



Formerly the Goyemment used to pay a grant of Bs. 6|000 annually 
but the grant was reduced to Bs. 2,500 at the time of the war and now 
we are not getting anything. 

Let us see what the cost of the scheme of my friend Baja Hanmatha 
Nath Bay Choudhury would be. It would cost, I think, about 
Bs. 60,000 to Bs. 70,000 per annum. Each boy would cost about Bs. 300 
per month or Bs. 4,000 per annum and 12 boys will cost about Bs. 48,000 
to Bs. 50,000 annually in scholarships besides there is their passage 
money. So the scheme would cost at least Bs. 60,000. Instead of 
spending this sum we might reorganise {)ie Sibpur Engineering College 
and have a good technical institute along with the Sibpur Engineering 
College. 

R«|a MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Is the member 
in order in advocating the cause of the Sibpur Engineering College and 
of the Scientific Association 

« 

Tha PRESIDENT: I think it has a relevancy. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I think that if the money which 
my friend wants to spend in sending out boys to foreign countries were 
spent oQ improving the Sibpur Engineering College ft would be a per¬ 
manent gain to the country. For these reasons, I cannot support the 
resolution. 

Balw NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA; I have very great 
pleasure in suppopting this resolution. I am eziremely sorry that my 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Bay, has taken upon himself the role of the 
zealous custodian of public funds. The motion has my heartiest approval 
and support.. We can no longer afford to be ** frogs and toads in a well.’* 
If we are to keep ourselves abreast of the other people of the world, in 
their onward march towards Progress and Civilisation, we must look 
abroad. The example of Jaimn should be an eye-opener to us. The 
Japanese are an ** oriental people ” and yet in spite of the saying that 
the ** East never moves,’* they have moved and are moving at a very 
rapid ** pace.** Even China—the immobile, conservative and ancient 
China—^has moved and created the bugbear of the ** yellow peril *' to 
the Westerners. Only ** India is sleeping.” There is no knowing fiow 
long India shall remain in this stage of hybernation I Let it not be 
said, that free countries only, like Japan and China, can keep pace with 
the ** onward march ** and not a dependency like India. Why? We 
are, it is said, on the high road towards “Swaraj.” If so, why should we 
lag behind ? Is it not a fact, that Japan owes her wonderful position in 
world-politics by sending out her young hopefuls, in hundreds and in 
thousands, to Europe and America to learn and assimilate all that is best 
in Western culture, by sitting at the feet of Western savants and experts ? * 


cidture; Japan made every item of western science and art her own. She, 
at State-expense, continued and still c<mtinues to send young men to 
Europe and America to learn all that is worth learning there. Why 
shoud not we do.so? There is no other way for speedj^ progress. We 
are not for abandoning all that is best in our ancient civilisation and 
culture. The process is not one of denationalisation, rather it is demand¬ 
ed by our highest and noblest spirit of nationalism. Here, I must piiy 
my highest compliments to Itai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, who 
has been for years doing his utmost through gloom and sunshine, through 
hopes and despair, through good report and ill report, to give shape to 
this idea, by sending dozens of young men to Europe, Japan, and 
America. It has been said that those young men on their return do not 
find sufficient opportunity for utilising their knowledge, garnered in 
foreign lands. This, I think, may be partially true, on accost of our 
abject poverty and the indifference of our Capitalists and Government, 
in not starting or supporting commercial and industrial concerns, where¬ 
in these young men can have scope for utilising their talents and knowl¬ 
edge. The movement of my friend, the Kai Bahadur, is not yet what 
it should have been by this time for want of funds. The Government 
is doing very little in this direction. Let the Government show its 
sincerity in elevating the people, by talking immediate steps for giving 
effect to this idea. Mere protection from foreign invasion and mainten¬ 
ance of internal peace and order in the country will not do; we want to 
join the great race of nations for economic and industrial prizes. The 
means suggested in the resolution had been put to practical tests, by 
the States of the Far East, which have not been found wanting but, 
on the contrary, they have been found eminently successful in the amelio¬ 
ration of the condition of those countries. W'hy should we not then 
adopt them? Cannot we save money enough by curtailing our enormous 
expenditure on frontier defences, the police, and for the maintenance of 
a top-heavy administration for this useful purpose ? Where there is a 
will, there is a way. Let our Government show its least inclination to 
follow in the wake of Japan and China in this matter, and money will 
be forthcoming in abundance. We feel every day that our efEorts 
towards giving pure literary education to bur young men have been 
futile, our devemess in mastering the abstract science useless, and our 
unpardonable vanity for our ancient culture, the bane of our progress. 
We want to give a new bias to our national mind towards the practical 
sciences and arts. The cry for vocational education has become insistent 
and how can we inaugurate a system of such education, without training 
a number of young men who should he the pioneers in this holy war of 
national regeneration? Agriculture, industry, tiechnology and every 
practical art in this country are in their primitive stages far behind the 
We^em systems. How can we expect to stop foreign exploitation and 


folded hands and watch the game in which the whole world is engaged 
and has been taking part. If the OoTernment has been ^'popularised** 
let the people, first of all, live and then, and not till then, we can allow 
others to let lire. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYS 1 have much pleasure in sup¬ 
porting the re^lution which has been ably moved by Baja Manmatha 
Nath Bay Choudhury and I am really sorry to find that this resolution 
has been opposed by our esteemed friend Babu Surendra Nath Bay. 
Our friend appears to be very jealous of the Association of which he is 
the worthy Treasurer and he has stated to us that last year 40 students 
had been sent up by the Association for the advancement of Scientific 
Training to foreign countries and this year 100 students are likely to 
be sent up. He proposes that there should be a number of industrial 
schools and colleges in India. I have not the sHghtest objection to 
that, on the contrary I am going to move a resolution that there should 
he industrial schools and colleges throughout Bengal. But in connec¬ 
tion with this item, I would draw your attention to page 309 of the 
Beport of the Indian Industrial Commission to the fact that in the case 
of Japan, notwithstanding the existence of a number of industrial 
schools and colleges, the Government of Japan send up a large number 
of students to America and other p^rts of the world for industrial edu¬ 
cation. As it appears from the report itself: '‘With the provision 
for higher education that Japan has made in her own country yet she 
has continued to send a large number of students abroad. The Japanese 
Year Book for the year 1917, shows that there were 2,213 students stay¬ 
ing abroad in foreign countries—^the bulk of them in the United States of 
Amer^. " .So it appears to us that notwithstanding the fact that 
there is a number of industrial schools and colleges in Japan the Gov¬ 
ernment of Japan send up a very large number of students to America for 
industrial education. We all complain of the high prices of clothes 
and other necessaries of life. What is the reason? The reason is 
the want of industrial education. We are under the painful necessity 
of exporting a heavy quantity of cotton to foreign countries and depend 
on Manchester for the supply of our clothes. We export crores of 
rupees worth of hides and have to depend on America for leather. 
That is the reason why I suggest from time to time that we should have 
a number of commercial schools and colleges in Bengal. We cannot 
expect to do that unless we have a Buificient number of pro&ssors to 
teach these subjects and' that is the reason why we should send a number 
of students to foreign countries for training in industrial subjects, so 
that they may come hack and teach these subjects to the students of 
Bengal. It further appears from pa^e 309 of the Beport of the Indus¬ 
trial Commission that three years ago the Government of India instituted 


that the Government of India have already taken the necessary steps 
but 1 am afraid that this is riot adequate. The Government of Bengal 
used to make a contribution of Rs. 5,000 per annum to the said associa¬ 
tion; but 1 am sorry to find that, notwithstanding the fact that this 
association has been doing good work, the contribution has been with¬ 
drawn. The Government of India have recently increased the number 
of technical scholarships to 30 and have revised the rules regulating 
the grant of such scholarships, but I beg to submit that these scholar¬ 
ships are too few in number to meet the requirements of the situation. 

With these remarks, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babli MALINI NATH ROY: I beg to move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was put. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) : I was going to reply to this resolution. The position 
is this that I was going to accept this resolution in a modified form and, 
unless it is put before the Council, I do not know how it can be decided 
by the Council. 

The PRESIDENT: Tho*motion t^at the question be now put Has 
already been put. I am sorry I put it to the House before the 
Government Kember bad replied which is not what I generally do. 
At the same time, I must say, that there is no absolute right on the {mrt 
of the Government Members, when a closure is moved, to insist that 
they should be heard before the motion is put to vote. They cun speak 
at an early stage of the proceedings. Having put this motion already 
to the House, I am afraid, I cannot a^ow the Hon’ble Member to speak 
before the result is known. 

The motion that the question be now put was agreed to. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Size, etc. of bulloek and buffalo carts. 

Dr. HAS8AN 8UHRAWARDY: ‘'This Council recommends to 
the Government that the size of bullock and buffalo carts and the maxi¬ 
mum load allowed to be carried on them be reduced.*’ 

In connection with resolution No. 40, I have already submitted 
my proposals for legislation for mitigating the hardships on dumb ani¬ 
mals; and I do not propose to take up the time of the Council by repeat¬ 
ing my arguments. I know that we have got a number of weigh¬ 
bridges in Calcutta, namely, the Howrah bridge at the junction of the 
Strand Road^and Harrison Road and other places where bullocks and 


to pass over these bridges are brought to the weigh-bridge for purposes 
of weighment; but those that have not to pass over these bridges escape 
weighment and there are no means of asertaining whether the maximum 
limit is exceeded in their cases. Then, again, some of the cartmen 
whose carts have to pass over the weigh-bridge can escape the vigilance 
of the Officers of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and they escape with impunity. The second point is that some of these 
cartmen escape the notice of the officers of the Society by some judi¬ 
cious .notion on their part, that is, giving some gratuity. Therefore, 
the weigh-bridge is not always a sure method of preventing over-load¬ 
ing. The establishment, maintenance and recurring expenses of weigh¬ 
bridges will also be large. Therefore, I put it to the House that by 
reducing the size of the bullock and buffalo carts we can prevent over¬ 
loading, as the capacity of these carts will hold a definite amount of 
load. Of course, I know, such things as pig-iron are very heavy, and 
in their case the carts can be overloaded, but the general merchandise 
takes a good deal of simce and has a certain amount of weight; and the 
bigger the cart the more the liability there is for abuse, that is the 
reason why I have put forward this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think that 
if I were to explain the matter, my friend would probably see his way 
to modify his resolution or eventually to withdraw it. I think I am 
in a position to offer a modus vivendi. In the first place, I desire to 
point out to my friend that his resolution, as worded at present, covers 
not only Calcutta but the whole of the rural area. Hy fiiend will recog¬ 
nise that the application of this principle to the rural areas is a matter 
of very great difficulty; and I do not think that the Government or the 
Council would be justified in accepting the resolution in regard to the 
rural areas, without consulting the authorities in those areas, without 
furtlier investigation and inquiry. I think, therefore, that my friend 
should confine his resolution to Calcutta only. I understand that he is 
willing to do so. If the scope of the resolution be thus limited, I desire 
to send it to the Corporation for its opinion and then to await the 
result of its decision before taking any action in the matter. I need 
hardly say that I have the deepest sympathy with the object of this reso¬ 
lution, though I remember having heard one of my fciends opposite 
remarking that the expi'ession of sympathy on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment Members was sometimes suspicious. I hope there is no element of 
suspicion with regard to this matter as it is coupled with a practical 
step, viz.*, a reference to the Corporation. If my friend agrees to 
modify his resolution, I am prepared to adopt this course. 

Dfi HA88AN SUHRAWARDYs In view of the assurance given by 
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Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: ** This Council recommends to 
the Goyemment that the amendment applied for by the Calcutta Electnc 
Supply Corporation, Limited, in the Calcutta Electric Lighting License 
of 1907, for altering the periods after which the option of purchase can 
be exercised from 10 years to 20 years be not allowed.*' 

The Calcutta Electric system is run by the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation which is a joint stock concern having its head office in 
London. It has not got a lo(;al board of directors and no local body to 
control its working. It carries on its work under a license granted to 
it by the Government under the Electricity Act. Under that Act, the 
Government is authorised to grant licenses to local authorities and to 
other persons to supply electrical energy and to lay down pipe lines with¬ 
in specified areas under the conditions laid down in the license. In 
pursuance of tha authority given to Government, it granted a license 
to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation in 1907. In that license 
it was provided that it should end in 1918, and if the option of pur¬ 
chasing was not then exercised the period would be extended by another 
10 years. 

The Electric Supply Corporation i^ow wants that instead of the 
period of 10 years, they should be granted an extension for 20 years, 
that is to say, that the extension should commence from 1918 and end 
in 1938, after which, if the option of purchase is not exercised, the 
period should be extended to another 20 years and so on. 

Sir, fhere is a strong public feeling in Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
that the public are not served by the Electric Supply Corporation in the 
way they should be served. The convenience of the public is not pro¬ 
perly attended to. The board of directors is in Xx)ndon and cannot be 
approached and there is no authority in Calcutta who can deal with 
complaints fi'om the public. The ground upon which the Electric 
Supply Corporation has asked for an extension of the periods of option 
is that they want to lay out more capital by raising money on debentures 
in order to extend and improve their system so that they may be in 
a posiiton to lower their rates. But it should be remembered that when 
they obtained their license in 1907, they agreed that the x>eriod during 
which they should work should be up to 1918 only. They had then a 
large amount of capital to lay out and yet they agreed that the period 
should not extend beyond 1918. Sir, in this respect, I submit, they have 
got no grievance. As regards capital expenditure there is a provision in 
the Act under which, if the option of purchase is exercised, they get 
the full value of their money. The present ^riod does not. terminate 
till 1928, and the option of purchase can be intimated to them two years 
before that. So there is a long time still for the termination of the 



■The PRESIDENTS Gentlemen, before I call upon tbe other members 
to speak on tbe resolution, I think it right to point out that if the 
debate is not finished to^ay the motion will lapse. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I beg to support this 
motion and, in doing so, I may point out to the House that the whole 
question was referred to the Calcutta Corporation for their conBidera- 
tion and the amount of literature on this subject is, as will bo seen— 
I hold the volume in my hand—rather bulky. The Corporation gave its 
best consideration to the question and came to the decision that this 
extension should not be given. Indeed, there is no reason why this 
indulgence should be shown to the Calcutta Electric Supply Coiporoo 
tion. The reason that they gave is that it would be beneficial to the con¬ 
sumers. But I think that this apparent sympathy for the consumers 
should not be taken at its face value. Last year the Corporation paid a 
dividend of 20 per cent, and yet they-^put a 16 per cent, surcharge tax 
upon the consumers, on the ground that the price of coal has gone up, 
and it is this Company who now want an extension for the benefit of the 
consumers! Nothing could be more absurd or ridiculous and, there¬ 
fore, we are bound to oi^pose it. Their reserve capital amounts to 
about £5,60,000, and yet they say that they cannot raise money unless 
the period is extended. There is no reason why this indulgence should 
be given to this Company. The question should also be considered 
from various other points of view, but there is no time for it now. If 
we give an extension to this Company, we may never be able to buy up 
the concern in future or to introduce a healthy system of rivalry with 
some other company, and they will go on putting surcharge and other 
additional taxes. It is practically a monopoly company. Regard 
being had to all this, we must he careful about granting them the 
extension asked for. We do not know what may happen within the 
next 10 or 15 years. It is quite possible that an Indian company might 
be formed witbiu that time. Then why should we, by our conduct at 
the present moment, make it impossible for an Indian concern to take 
up the contract in future ? For these reasons I support the resolution. 
It is an impo^nt matter. The Coporation gave its best consideration 
to this question and, they are also opposed to an extension. I do not 
think there would be any hesitation on the part of the House to accept 
the resolution. 

Rai Dr.. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my whole¬ 
hearted support to this lesolution. Only yesterday, the Corporation 
passed a similar resolution and it was carried with the consent of the 
whole House without any opposition. As a citizen of Calcutta, I have 

enjoyed the benefits of the electric power. Electricity is no longer a mat- 
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lias already pointed out that the existing contract will not expire before 
1928, and the citizens of Calcutta are reluctant to grant a renewal of 
the license of the Electric Supply Corporation. They are anxiously 
expecting for a. lowerwg of the rate. It was lowered once, but, as 
Babu Surendra Nath Mullick pointed out, a surcharge of 15 per cent, 
was put on the consumers. This company has been earning a very good 
dividend year after year, and I cannot understand why such a prosperous 
Company should put a surcharge tat upon the consumers. It is not a 
Company which deserves indulgence It has been said that they cannot 
borrow money unless the time is extended from ten to twenty years. 
Whether it is possible or not I cannot say as 1 am not a financier. But 
whatever that may be, the prevailing opinion is that the Corporation of 
Calcutta should try to seek out a lival company. Perhaps it may not 
be possible but that is the opinion. It has been suggested that Cal¬ 
cutta might be divided into two parts to be served 4)y two lival com¬ 
panies. It has also been suggested that lines may be laid near impor¬ 
tant streets so that the municipality may take up the work. All this 
should be very carefully considered. With these words, I support the 
resolution. 


Adjournment. 


The usual time for adjournment having been reached, the Council 
was adjourned to the next day at 3 f. u., without question being put. 



ProoMdings of tho Bongal Logiolativo Counoil osoombled under the 
provitione of the Government of tmffa Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 15th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Presents 

The Hon’ble tho President, the Hon’ble the four Members of 
the Executive Council, the Hon'ble the tlu'ee Ministers, and 91 
nominated and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Alleged expenditure by the District Board Of Jessore by distributing 
medals to school-boys in celebration of the Allies’ victory. 

246. BabU NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Jessore has spent an 
amount of Bs. 6,000 in purchasing medals for distribution among the 
school students of the district in order to signalise the victory of the Allie.s 
in the last war P *• 

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(t) whether previous sanction of the members of the Board was 

obtained for the purpose, or whether it was done on the initia¬ 
tive of the Chairman himself; 

(u) the names of the schools which received such medals and the 

number of medals in the case of each school; and 

(Hi) whether it is not a fact that the said Board has been recently 
granted a certain sum of money as a loan by the Government? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) At the 

suggestion of the Government of India commemorative medals were 
presented to pupils of educational institutions to celebrate the conclusion 
of peace. The District Board of Jessore indented for 46,000 medals at a 
cost of Bs. 4,524. 

(6) (t) The Chairman of the District Board reports that as the indent 


(n) 3t is repoi*ted that the medals were distributed to the students of 
both boys and girls* primary schools and muhtah$ in the District Board 
area through the 8ub*inspectors of schools. Details haye not been 
supplied. 

(Hi) The Board has recently received a loan from Government for 
the Arul bil drainage scheme. 

Number of serious end petty oases tried by Calcutta Police Courts. 

M7. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table— 

(t) a statement showing, year by year, the total number of ^^serious’* 

cases sent up for trial by each thana in the town of Calcutta, 
between 1917 and 1920; and- 

(u) a statement showing, year by year, the total number of ''petty'* 

cases sent up for trial by each outpost, in the town of Calcutta 
between 1917 and 1920? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Department 
also be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, the 
total number of— 

(i) " serious ” cases, 

(ii) “ petty *’ cases, 

disposed of in the Bankshall Street and Jorabagan Police Courts, in 
Calcutta, between 1914 and 1920? 

MEMBER in~charge~of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) and (b) Statements are laid on the table. 

Statement No. 1 showing^ year hy year^ the total number of “ Serioue ** caeee 
sent up for trial by each thana in the town of Galautta between 1917 
and 1920 ^ referred to in the reply to unetarrtd queatione Noa, 847 (a) 
and (b). 
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Statement No. 2, showing^ year hy year, the total number of “ Petty ** eaees 
sent up trial hy Mch outpost »n the Town of Calcutta between 1917 
and 29^0 ^ferred to in the reply to unstarred questions Nos. 247 (a) 
and (ft)?* 
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Staiem$nt No, 9 Showing., year by year, the total number of esrioue 
caeee and petty ca$et dUpoeed of in the Police CourU tn Calcutta 
between 19J4 and jggOj referred to <n the reply to unetarred quee-' 
tiona Noa, 247(a) and (&). 
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NOTB.—TiM petty cum »rc RiTen Approzlaiitelj In round noBbera. 


Mileage of railwayp navigable rivers and roads in districts of Bengal. 

248. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: WUl ike Hon’ble tke 

Minister in ckarge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state— 

(1) the mileage of railway in each district of Bengal P 

( 2 ) the area of each district; 


V 


















(4) the names of districts which haye no snch riyers; 

(5) the mileage of roads maintained in each district hy the Public 

Works Department; 

(^) the mileage of metalled roads in each district; 

(7) the mileage of munetalled roads in each district under district 

boards and local boards; 

(8) the income of each district board; 

(d) the amount spent on repairs of roads by each district board; 

(10) the ayerage expenditure per mile on repairs and maintenance 
of kutcha roads in eyery district; 

(liy the ayerage expenditure per mile on pucca roads in eyery dis> 
trict; and « 

(12) the yolume of trade borne by riyer, rail, and road in each district ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
HofPble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali C'haudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (1) 

and (2) A statement is laid on the table. 

(3) and (4) Detailed information regarding the capacity for nayiga- 
tion in aU the channels of each district is not maintained by the Goyern- 
»ment. It is, howeyer, known that, excepting 'Darjeeling, all districts in 
Bengal possess channels navigable to a greater or less degree. 

(3)f (6)f (7), (8) and (i?) The statement referred to above furnishes 
the required information. 

(10) and (11) Government have no information. It may be obtained 
by direct communication with the authorities concerned. 

(12) There are no statistics regarding the interdistrict trade of Bengal 
except those of the Calcutta trade block. A statement showing the prin> 
cipal staples imported into, and exported from, Calcutta, for the year 
is laid on the library table. 



Statemmi referred to in the t'epiy to umtarred questions Nos, 348 (1) and {2). 
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BabU TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the Minieter 
in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state whether 
Government are willing to help such District Boards as cannot properly 
maintain their roads for want of funds ? 

The Hon>ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I should require a fresh notice because unless I see the 
papers I am not in a position to reply just now. 


Additional staff to meet increased work under Reforms. 

249. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the ministerial staff of the Secretariat has been 
increased on account of the extra work involyed by the enlarged 
Ilefoi*med Council^ the appointments of Ministers, and additional mem* 
bers and officers ? 

{b) Have Government taken into consideration the fact that the 
recent numerous resolutions and questions in the Council have abnor¬ 
mally increased the work of the ministerial officers of the Secretariat? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Yes; the increase is as follows:— 

Revenue Dejnirtment .—One post Upper Division; two posts Lower 
Division; one typist. 

Finance and Go’m'merc.e Department .—Six stenographers. [These 
are not employed in the Finance Department solely, hut are 
under that Department administratively.] 

Legislative Department .—Two typists. 

{h) Government are aware that the number of resolutions and ques¬ 
tions in the Council affects considerably the work of all those who have 
to deal with them. 


Supplenwntary Grants. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon*ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

Gentlemen, I ought to tell the Council that I have received the follow¬ 
ing telc*gi*am fi-om His Fvcellenoy: 

“16th and 18th have been allotted for Government business and the 
Council may be prorogued at any time on the conclusion of Government 
business to he transacted.’* 

So there will be no more non-official business and all the motions standing 



5i—Land Revenue. 


MEMBER in eharge ef DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) 

moved “that a sum of Bs. 12,200 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘5.—Land Revenue’ on account of the following items:— 

(t) Revision of pay of the establishment under Land Acquisition 
Collectors, Calcutta, Rs. 3,100; 

(it) Additional contingent grant for the office of the Imnd Acquisition 
Collectors, Calcutta, Rs. 1,750; 

(m) Additional clei^ for the Dacca Collectomte, Rs. 3,185. 

(iv) Additional clerks for the Faridpur GoUectorate, Rs. 4,165.” 

The first item was included by the Land Acquisition Collector in his 
budget estimates but was omitted by the Accountant-General as a case 
of pure omission. The amount has been provided, as already we have to 
pay ad~interim allowance to some staff there, and it has become necessary 
to revise the pay of the establishment under the Land Acquisition 
Collector. I may point out that of these Rs. 3,100 and Rs. 1,750 only a 
part of the cost is really home by Government because the greater por¬ 
tion is paid by the Improvement Trust and the cost is apportioned at the 
cud of the year. In t he last two years the* portion of the Calcutta Improve¬ 
ment Trust’s share has been 65;5 and 67 i>er cent, and therefore it will 
be seen that the amount is a very small one and as we have to give ad- 
interim allowance it is proposed to revise the establishment. 

Turning to the question of the Dacca Collectoiute additional clerks, 
the Collector of Dacca submitted proposals for increasing the staff of tjie 
district office by 14 dorks and in the three subdivisions by 6 derks. The 
Commissioner examined the proposals and found that they were in order 
and forwarded them to Government. They have been scrutinised both by 
the Revenue and Finance Departments with the result that the nocessity 
of appointing 13 additional clerks has been admitted. The pr(q)osalH were 
received too late for their inclusion in the Budget this 3'ear, hut as the 
staff is urgently required, the Council are asked to vote the sum required 
fur employing the additional clerks from Ist August till the end of the 
year. 1 may say, in this connection, that as it is likely that the increment 
of pay of clerks generally will be brought up hereafter, I propose, if the 
money is voted, to take the advice of the Standing Committee before 
communicating sanction to the employment of the staff to the Commis¬ 
sioner. 

As regards the amount which we require for the Faridpur staff, the 
jmsition is this- So far hack as August, 1920, Hr. J. N. Roy, the District 
Officer of Faridpur, asked for 23 additional clerks. The latter in which 
he made this request has received the attention of Government. In this 


by tbe present staff in each department of tbe District office, the Collector. 
ute English office, the Vernacular Department, Accounts Department, 
Treasury, Tauai, Collectorate Kecord-room, Nazarat, Income-Tax, Forms, 
Magistrate’s. English Office and VernacTilar office. Similarly, he has 
discussed the needs o£ the three subdirisional offices. He has shown that 
there has been a large increase in the work, and has based his demands 
on a comparison with the standards laid down by the Ministerial Officers’ 
Salaries Committee in 1908-09, which are the standards accepted by 
Oovemment. The Collector’s proposal were examined by the Com¬ 
missioner and being approved by him were forwarded to Government. 
They were examined by the Revenue Department in detail, with the result 
that the necessity of appointing 17 additional clerks had to be admitted. 
The case was then sent to the Finance Department which agreed that 
the additional staff was required. I'he examination of the case in the 
Revenue and Finance Departments took several months and consequently 
we were not able to make any provision in the Budget when it was 
presented in March last. As the present staff is overworked and relief is 
uigently required, the Conuoil arc now requested to grant the inoney 
reiiuircd for the additional clerks from August to the end of the year. 

Here again, of course, I would say that having regard to whatever 
decision is come to by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee, I 
propose, before giving effect to it, to have it further examined by the 
Standing Committee of the Revenue Department, if the grant is made by 
this Council' 

The PRESIDENTS Before 1 pass on to the next item I ought to tell 
the Council that His Excellency the Governor has allotted only one day 
for all items from Nos. 1 to 77 and these must be finished in the course 
of the day. If they are not, then I must put them to the vote without 
further debate in accordance with the rules. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA moved “ that the demand for 

the revision of pay of the establishment under Land Acquisition Collect¬ 
ors, Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 1,500.” 

I submit that before full effect is given to the recommendations 
embodied in the Report of the Salaries Committee no revision of pay 
of establishment should he made piecemeal. My second point is that 
it has not been mode out why such a large amount as Rs. 3,100 should 
be required for additional payment by way of revision of pay. So far 
as I understand it is only some sort of ad-interim allowance that is 
being paid to ministerial officers, pending final adjustment and revision 
of pay. That being so, I beg to submit that there is no necessity for 
making an allotment, especially in a supplementary budget. On these 
grounds I am of opinion that the demand should not have been made. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 


office. 1 may point out to Annada Babu that the Ministerial Officers’ 
Salaries Committee did not discuss the Land Acquisition Collectors’ 
staff as it is temporary, and, as I have said, the major portion of this 
amount at the end of the year is met from contributions by the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. Under these circumstances, whether the Council 
wish to reduce this small amount or wish that the adrinterim allowance 
which is now being given to this establishment should continue is^ a 
matter for them to decide. I have already mentioned the facts of the 
case and I leave it to the good sense of the Council. I may say that 
the Improvement Trust has agreed to bear their portion of the cost. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA moved that the additional 
contingent demand for the office of the Land Acquisition Collectors, 
Calcutta, be reduced by Bs. 1,060.” 

All the arguments which 1 put forward in support of the first motion 
apply with greater force to this amendment. There are additional 
grounds, namely, that there is no question of revision of pay. It is a 
question of payment of contingent gi’ant. Under this generic term of 
contingent grant many small items come in, and it does not appear from 
the speech of the Hon’ble Member in charge why all on a sudden in the 
middle of the year there should be a necessity of paying a big amount 
close upon Bs. 2,000 by way of contini^eiit grant to the Land Acquisi* 
tion Collectors’ Department. In any case this amount, representing 
as I take it only 33 per cent., which is the share of Government, really 
represents a big amount for contingeuedes and all those things. On these 
grounds I press on the Council that this should be reduced. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The position regarding the contingent charges is this: 
that over Bs. 6,000 was demanded hy the Laud Acquisition Department 
and the Accountant-General reduced it to about Bs. 4,000. In our 
Department we have given Bs. 1,750, which, as it is. will not suffice; 
but in view of the present financial position that was the minimum 
amount that we could put down. If that amount is to be further reduced 
we might not give anything at all. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Bflbu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs As 1 find that my friend Babu 
Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri has got a similar amendment, I should like to 
withdraw my next motion. 

The motion was, by leave of tbe Council, withdrawn. 

It was as follows:— 

** That the demand for additional clerks of the Dacca CoUectorate be 
reduced by Bs. 2,000.” 



Tke difficulty we ielt in giring notice of tlus amendment was tliat 
we were not supplied with papers. We now hear that the matter was 
not brought before the Standing Committee, and it is to be considered 
whether before consulting the Standing Committee, it should be passed by 
this Council. If there be any necessity, and if that necessity meeis with 
the approval of the Standing Committee, then we can pass it. As that 
has not been done, I think we should reduce the amount demanded by 
half, and it should be considered sufficient for the present. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: We have gone through the 
list of amendments, made by various members. One thing that strikes 
a superficial observer who does not like to enter into details is that Babu 
Annada Charan Dutta has not left any room for either the Hon’ble Mem¬ 
bers or the Hon’ble Ministers to be sorry, because it will be found that 
he has oppose<l all motions fur demands that have been made either by 
the Hon’ble Members or Ministers. After some discussions over these 
questions he has now begun to withdraw them. Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, who has already spoken on two questions, admits that he does 
not possess all facts and figures that are necessary for the discussion on 
these subjects, but still he opposes the demands. This i>ractice of 
general opposition of demands and subsequent withdrawal has com¬ 
menced since the beginning of this Council. We do not know, how¬ 
ever, who is to blame. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWANS The objection that has been raised so far is that this 
matter was not put before the Standing Committee. Regarding that I 
want to make it quite clear that the principle which governs Stand¬ 
ing Committees is really this. First of all it must he home in mind that 
the Standing Committee’s recommendations can only be advisory. 
Secondly, the principle of having Standing Committees is really not 
merely to take their advice in matters relating to expenditure. Of 
course, if there are large items involving considerable expenditure, the 
Member in charge would do well to consult them. 1 did not think it 
necessary at the time when this was brought up that the matter should 
he considered by the Standing Committee for the reason, wbicK I have 
already explained, that I thought that if the grant* was sanctioned by 
the Council, I would bring the matter before the Standing Committee 
when the question of granting increment of salaries to other Depart¬ 
ments was considered by this Council, and until that time I intended to 
hold it over, and if the Standing Committee agrreed, and in view of what¬ 
ever attitude this Council took as regards the increment of salaries of 
Government officers in general, I should then take action. For these 
reasons, I did not think the matter to be of such importance as to be 
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Babtt ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: In view of the decision of the 
Council on amendment No. 6, I do not think I can press amendment 
No. 6. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

It was as follows:— 

** That the demand for additional clerks of the Dacca Collecturate 
be refused.** 

Bttou INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved “that the demand for 
additional clerks for the Dacca Collectorate be refused.*' 

I have got only one thing to say after what has fallen from the 
Hon*ble Member, about the Standing Committee. If this matter had 
been referred to the Standing. Committee, I am sure the Hon'ble 
Member's case would have been much stronger and we v/ould have 
almost nothing to say against it. Five months of the year will have 
already gone by without this additional staff, and I would suggest that 
in view of the great deficit in this year's budget, the district authorities 
might try to manage the rest of the year without the staff. Next year, 
he may come up again, when the matter may be considered. 

In view of this, I hope the Council will refuse the gmnt. 

I 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY moved “ that the demand 
foi' additional clerks for the Dacca Collectorate be refused.” 

I oppose this demand on principle. I think we should grant supple* 
mentary demands only in case of absolute necessity. In this csase, 
Sir, we have already granted Ks. 2,00,000 for temporary establish¬ 
ments. If any additional establishment is required during the year, 
it ought to be provided from the grant for tcm]K>mry establishments, 
i tliought that it included these uddiliotiul demands. If it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to appoint additional clerks, they should, I think, be 
provided out of this grant of Bs. 2,00,(XK). 

Nawabzada K, M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; I beg to oppose the 
amendments moved by my bou’ble friends and tbe Kumar Sahib of 
Rajshahi. I am sorry to find them very keen in refusing the grant of 
Bs. 3,185 for an additional staff of clerks for the Dacca Collectorate, 
notwithstanding the urgent need of such a staff which the Hon*ble the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Buvdwan has just explained in detail. 
My friends should understand that unless the staff is etHcient, it is sure 
the work will suffer.. I can speak from personal knowledge that the 
work has considerably increased since the East Bengal Ministerial 
Officers* Salaries Committee fixed the establishment more than a decade 
ago (1907). We should not contest this. The Revenue Department 



The Hon’bft the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWANS 1 have nothing further to add. I explained 'when \ 
asked for this money why it was necessary. 1 hare said that it has 
been examined by the Commissioner, by the Revenue and the Finance 
Departments. We have only sanctioned what we have thought neces* 
sary. It is not a temporary staff, it is a permanent staff. The staff is 
urgently necessary and it has been delayed considerably. The ques¬ 
tion is whether we are going to allow the work in the Collectorate to 
suffer. It is a matter for the good administration of the Collector’s 
offices and as such I hope it will be granted by the Council. 

The amendment was then put and a division was taken with the 
following result:— 


AYE& 


■arms, Rai Sahib Ranshanan. 
Chaiidhuri, Babu Kiahari Mohan- 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tanbanath. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
oat Cupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
Dulti Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 
Outta, Babu Annada Charmn. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Hus, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Mahramafi, Munthi. 


Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natktr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray. Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Sbakharatwar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll sinsh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 


NOES, 


Afial, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Hauivi Waaimuddin- 
Ahmad, Mauivi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi RaS Uddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

Ahmad, Munthi Jafar. 

All, Mr. Syad Natim. 

Ali, Munthi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandokar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Hon'Ma Sir Surandra Nath. 
Barton, Mr. H. 

Baadil. Mr. C. F. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bempaa, Mr. C- H. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaSzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Daa, B^u Bhithmadav. 

Dsa, Mr. S. R. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Donald. Mr. J. 


Haq, Mauivi A. K. Faihul. 

Hopkynti Mr. W. S. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Mahammad Madaaaur. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Fazfal. 

Karr, tha Hon'Ma Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid'Ud'dln. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raflqua Uddin. 

Lans. Mr. 4. 

Uot, Mr. D. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdvmn, 
tha Han'bla. 

Makramali, MuntW. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bfo Mr. P. C. 

Moitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

MttkfMrjaa, Babu NItya Dbae. 

O’Kinaaly Lt.*Col. Fradariek. 

Payno, Mr. C. F. 

Rshim, tha Han'bla Sir Abdmr^. 

Roy, Bobu Jogondra'Nath. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Rai Rahadup Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Stark, Mr. H. A. 


ChOii, Rsi Bahadur dafondra Ohundtr. 

Cordon, Mr. A. O. 

Oupts, Mr. N. B. 

The Ayes being 20, and tbe Noes 51, the motion was lost. 


Whoolor, tho Hon’Mo Sir Honry. 
Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS Sir, my amendment is 


The PRESIDENT: No, it canaot be allowed, but you may witbdra^ 
your motion if you like. 

The motion No. 9 which stood in the name of Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri was then, by leave withdrawn. It was as follows:—“That 
the demand for additional clerks for the Faridpur Collectorate be reduced 
by half.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved “ that the demand for 
additional clerks for the Faridpur Collectorate be refused.“ 

I beg to oppose this grant on the same ground on which I opposed 
the previous grant, viz., that this item was not placed before the Stand- 
icg Committee. I do not see any use of having a Standing Committee, 
if supplementary estimates like this, are not placed before it. This 
staff will form part of the permanent staff and yet the matter was not 
placed before the Standing Committee and their opinion, was not taken. 
Sir, we have been able to do without this staff for the last four months 
and I think that we can do without them for the next eight months. 
Next year, if the question is brought before the Council for a perman¬ 
ent addition to the staff, we shall be glad to consider the question. In 
view of all this, I oppose that grant. 

The PRESIDENT: Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray's motion is 
identical so he may now speak on this motion. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I only beg to support this 
amendment. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs I beg to oppose the amendment. 
I liave personal knowledge of the facts. The clerks in the Faridpur 
Collectorate are oerworked and the proisiou for additional hands will 
not only give them some relief, but will also enable them to work with 
more efficiency. With these words, I beg to oppose this motion. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: Sir, my great offence seems to have beeo that I did not 
consult the Standing Committee. 1 have already explained my position 
regarding that. I may point out that in a.sking for this additional 
grant we are not really adding to the permanent establishment at the 
recommendation of the Collector. We are doing it on a principle 
accepted by the Government itself. It is laid down that a derk can do 
a certain amount of work—it is so laid down by the Salaries Committee 
of 1908 and 1909—and it is on the basis of that which was accepted by 
the Government that these additional clerks have been asked for. For 
these reasons and also for the reasons as mentioned by Dr. Moitra who 
knows the conditions intimately that we have asked for these additional 
clerks—^both for the sake of efficien and for the better working of the 


The original motion tor the grant was then put and agreed to. 

22.—General Adminitstration. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER moved ** that a sum of 
Rs. 8,000 be granted for expenditure under the head * 22.-^4}eneral 
Administration’ on account of the following item: ‘Repairs of the 
S. L. Stella, Rs. 8,000.’ ” 

The Council may remember that in connection with the budget we 
voted a sum of Rs. 1^5,080 for a new boiler for this boat. TJnfortu* 
nately on the 13th of March hist this launch had a collision in the river. 
It was damaged and it cost Rs. 7,350 to repair it. The expenditure was 
obviously urgent, and the money was taken from the Rs. 25,000 that bad 
been voted for the new boiler wliich, of course, is as necessary now as 
it was then, and in fact on the latest figures we letou that the boiler 
will cost Rs. 750 more than what we previously estimated. These two 
items make up the sum for which I now ask for the vote of the Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): Sir, before I move my motion, with yonr 
permission, I would substitute in it the figui-e Rs. 10,900 for the figure 
Rs. 15,400. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, you may do so. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: moved “ that a sum of 
Rs. 10,900 be tiunsferred from ‘ non-voted ’ to ‘ voted ’ under the head 
‘22.—General Administration—Legislative Council’ to provide for the 
pay and acting allowance of the officiating Secretary, Jjegislative 
Department.” 

This is rather a matter of transfer than of new expenditure. Mr. 
Ttiulall, who is the permanent Secretary of the Cceincil, and whose pay, 
he being a member of the Indian Civil Service, appears under the non- 
voted head, has been on deputation to Simla, where he is at present, 
for training in the Legislative DepaHment-—an excellent system by 
which the Imperial Legislative Department takes officers from different 
provinces and gives them the wider experience that can be gained there. 
In Mr. Tindall’s absence, Mr. Hutchison is acting for him, and provi¬ 
sion has to be made for his pay and acting allowance which come 
under the voted head. The original sum was calculated up to the end 
of .the year, but I fully anticipate, and the intention is, that Mr. Tindall 
will retuiu in the beginning of the cold weather, and even allowing a 
slight margin for delay there is no need to make provision for the last 
three months of the year. Consequently the sum asked for is slightly 
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24.—Admiiuttration of Justioe. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur Rahim) moved ** that a sum of Bs. 36,630 be granted for 
expenditure under the head * 24—Administration of Justice,* on 
account of the following items:— 

Additional grant for boat-hire required by the District Judge, of 
Tippera, Bs. 4,555. 

Revision of pay of the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates, 
Bs. 2,675. 

Establishment of a special Court for the trial of traffic cases, 
Bs. 22,400. 

Appointment of an additional Magistrate to try munitions cases, 
Bs. 6,000.” 

As regards the first item, Sir, the facts are that this year the 
District Judge has been unable to obtain boats for the same monthly 
hire as last year and on that account he has got to pay something more 
in addition this year. Jjast year the cost on account of hire was 
Bs. 1,926 and this year it is expected to come up to Bs. 2,711. It is 
owing to the increased pay demanded by the boatmen due to the increased 
cost of living that there has been this, increase in the charge for the 
boats. That ac^counis for a part of the additional sum demanded under 
this head. Then a larger number of bouts is required this year. 
According to the calculations, there are 410 process'serving peons for 
whom 124 boats are required, that is to say, one boat to every three 
peons on an average. The co.st on account of increase in the rates 
and in the number of boats amounts to Bs. 4,555 in excess of that of 
the last year. The District Judge’s report makes it clear that, unless 
additional boats are forthcoming, the processes cannot be satis¬ 
factorily served, and that he cannot get boats this year at the old rates. 

The next item is the revision of pay of the 3rd and 4th Presidency 
Magistrates. Both the incumbents of these posts belong to the Bengal 
Civil Service. This House may be aware that lately the pay. of that 
Service has been increased and incrementaj rates have been established. 
These two Presidency Magistrates are men of some standing in the 
Service, and at present, according to the incremental rates of pay to 
which they would be entitled under the new scale, they would be 
actually losing for acting as Presidency Magistrates here, that is to 
say, they get a fixed pay as Presidency Magistrates, but according 
to the incremental scale, their pay in the regular service would be 
higher. They are also entitled to ordinary duty allowances which are 
allowed to the officers of this class deputed to Calcutta. Altogether 
the demand amounts to Bs. 2,675. 



Tht Hon’bid Sir ABD-UR*RAHIMs The Third Presidency Magis¬ 
trate gets Bs. 750 and the Fourth Presidency Magistrate Bs. 660» hut 
according to their grade pay, the former is entitled to Bs. 850 and the 
latter to Bs. 700. To this both the incumbents of these posts will be 
entitled to add the duty allowances. These allowances have been fixed 
in view of the local circumstances as well as with reference to the posts. 
Dufing Mr. Eeays’ absence the officiating allowance from the 1st of 
May to the middle of October comes to Bs. 2,400 and tiieir salary under 
the new scale would be Bs. 2,600. 

I now come to the third item regarding the establishment of a special 
court for the trial of traffic cases. This Council knows very well that 
there has been a great deal of trouble as regards road traffic in Calcutta. 
For some time past there have been many complaints as to the way in 
which the traffic cases are being dealt with; and you know only the 
other day there was a Taxi-cab Strike in Calcutta with the result that 
a committee was appointed, with Mr. Beadel as Chairman, to inquire 
into the grievances of the taxi-cah drivers and to suggest proper mea¬ 
sures for the regulation of traffic in the city. That Committee has now 
sent in their report and they unanimously recommended, among other 
matters, that a special court of a Stipendiary Magistrate be established 
in order to deal with traffic cases. The Committee was a representa¬ 
tive one and their report on this head is to this effect. They say— 

We are of opinion that a leading defect of the present system of control in Calcutta 
is the absence of any proper machinery for securing the expeditious and effective 
disposal of prosecutions. We understand that Oovemment has already under 
consideration a propose that a permanently sitting court, presided over by a 
stipendiary mi^stiate, should be instituted for the trial solely of offences against 
regulations concerned with Calcutta traffic. We consider this a most salutary 
proposal .'ind desiro to urge that it should be given effect to at the earliest pOBsible 
date. The new court should be generously staffed and centrally situated, the 
presiding officer should be fully experienced in motoring matters, and should have 
attached to him a bench of honorary magistrates, similarly experienced, sitting in the 
same building. If this important departure is adequately developed, the following 
benefits, not present hitherto, should be secured: — 

Offences will be commonly tried at a date when both witnesses and accused are in a 
position to remember the facts and discipline will be induced by prompt punishment. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Is that the recom¬ 
mendation of the Committee? 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; I am reading from the Report 
of the Committee. Owing to the congestion of ,ca8es, summonses are 
made retitrnable sometimes two or three months from the date of the 
complaint. This is certainly not desirable. These especially are cases 
which ought to be promptly brought before tbe Court and dealt with. 
Then, at present there is a very great discrepancy in the punishments 


of Ba. 20 for a aimilar offence. This state of thinga, if possible, ought 
to be avoided. The Committee say— 

The growth of approaching a common standard of pu nishm ent lor 

offenoos Will be enoonraged and the present marked unwillingness of the 
pnblio to protect their own interests hy instituting oases or appearing as witness in 
cases, owing to the loss of private time involved, will be pro tanto reduced. It should 
follow that tbjs central court profiting by the fuller and prompter evidence placed 
before it, will function more commonly than courts have hitherto done in the matter 
of exercising the powers of oanoelling or suspending the licenses which the law gives 
it, and in t aki ng effective notice of instances of police misconduct. 

As regards the expenditure this is how it is made up. 

We have calculated the rent of the house to he taken for the purpose 
at Bs. 600 per mensem; clerks, Rs. 7,200; staff, Bs. 3,156; rates and 
taxes, furniture and fittings including fans, Bs. 2,600; contingencies, 
Bs. 1,000; and Bs. 600 for the menial staff. This makes up Bs. 16,356. 
Then the pay of the Magistrate has been put down as Bs. 500 a month. 

The fourth item relates to the appointment of an Additional Magis> 
trate. As the House knows, Mr. Swinhoe, the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, is now engaged in trying the munitions cases; and he has 
very little time therefore at his disposal to try the ordinary oases of 
that court, with the result that arrears are increasing. That is why we 
require an Additional Magistrate for at least six months. Mr. Swinhoe 
has to devote five days in the week to these big cases and I may inform 
the House that there is already considerable complaint as regards 
the arrears in the Police Court. The cases there are not always as 
(Illicitly dealt with as they ought to be. In tbis very House a ques¬ 
tion was asked the other day on this point, and there can be no deny¬ 
ing the fact that cases in that court should be more expeditiously 
disposed of. The High Court, the Chief Presidency Magistrate, and 
the Police Commissioner all have complained of delay. So I do not 
think it would be safe to allow any further accumulation of arrears 
in that court. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA moved '*that the demand for 
the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tijipera, be reduced by Bs. 1,556.** 
You will note that the amount asked for viz., Bs. 4,555, is by way of 
an additional grant for boat-bire for the process-serving peons in the 
office of the District Judge of Tippera. I have some personal experience 
of Tippera. One fact that is outstanding this year is that the numl^r 
of cases have been reduced or will be reduced a great deal due to what 
influence it is not profitable now to inquire; but tbe fact remains that 
there will not he so much necessity for utilising the boats for the number 
of processes to be served will be much less. At the same time, the 
learned District Judge himself has, as we have been told, demanded 


Th€ Hon’bl0 Sir ABD>UR«RAHIM8 I really do not understand wliat 
ground the moTer of the amendment has for saying that the number 
of cases has gone down. This is not so. The District Judge who ought 
to know about these matters Tery well says that he will not be able 
to have the processes served unless a larger number of boats are avaUable. 
I think this ought to satisfy the House. I will, however read from 
his letter in this connection: the District Judge say^— 

I have the hoiioar to state that boats are not agitable for employment at tiie rate 
of monthly hire for which they were engaged last year and that at Sadar and 
Brahmanbaria the number of boats should be increased for the proper service of 
processes. I submit a statement . . . 

He submits a statement and goes on to say that— 

There are 410 process>serving peons employed in the district and 1S4 boats now 
required will approximately provide only one boat to every three peons on an average. 
For the proper service of processes the number of boats is absolutely necessary and 
the expenditure involved in the employment of these boats at the rates shown in the 
statement is alsotmavoidable. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 beg leave to withdraw 
my motion. 

The following motion was then withdrawn:— 

“ That the demand for the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tippera, 
be refused.’* 

Babu IRDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs In view of the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Member that this sum is required only for boat-hire in con¬ 
nection with the service of processes, I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The following motion was then withdrawn;— 

“That the demand for the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tippera, 
be refused. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I do not press my amendment. 

The following motion was then withdrawn:— 

“ That the demand for the revision of pay for the 3rd and 4t]i 
Presidency Magistrates be refused.** 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved “ that the demand for the 
revision of pay of the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates be refused.” 

It seems to me that the pay already sanctioned for these 2 posts, 
namely, Bs. 750 and Bs. 650, is already high enough. The increase of 
pay, granted to the Deputy Magistrates of Bengal lately, has been so 
great that the salaries of these two Bengal Civil Service officers are now 


to CalcTitta to work in these two posts; wbat strikes me es most-peonlisr 
is that these gentlemen who are serving in the mnfassal on their nsual 
pay, shonld he paid l^rge amount of money as duty allowance, as soon 
as they come to Calcutta, This item of duty allowanoe seems to he rather 
absurd. Is it to he thought that without this duty allowanoe they will 
not disoharge their duties? Why is this amount to he allowed then? 
The present rate of pay for these two Presidency Magistrates seems to he 
quite enough. If these two memhers of the Bengal CiTil Service are 
taken away from Calcutta, two new men either from the Bar or from the 
lower gradd of .the same Service might he appointed on the same pay as 
has hcen fixed for thebe posts.. If I am not mistaken, the 5th Presidency 
Magistrate gets less than Bs- 650. I do not see any reason, why the 3rd 
and the Presidency Magstratea should not work on their present pay. 

W'ith these few words, 1 beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my support to 
the amendment and to oppose the original motion. Prom what little 
knowledge I have of the working of the Police Courts I have not been 
ahle to make up my mind to support any increase of pay for the posts of 
the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates. As to the present incumbents 
of these two appointments I have absolutely nothing to say against them, 
hut from the information given by the Hon’hle Member it transpires 
that these two gentlemen are in receipt of quite an adequate pay, viz., 
Bs. 750 and Bs. 650. Over and above that, there is this solicitude to 
pay them an extra allowanoe of Bs. 200 and Bs. 160 per mensem and for 
this sanction is sought to the amount of Bs. 2,675 in the budget. These 
are certainly not cases which have been taken into consideration on 
account of high prices all over the country. If so, there is more reason 
why the pay of those who draw Bs. 100 or Bs. 60 a month should he in¬ 
creased rather than that of those drawing Bs. 750 or Bs. 800 a month. In 
these hard days there is a cry everywhere for increase of pay, and our 
sympathy must first he devoted to those who earn small pay. I fail to 
understand why any extra sympathy should he shown to these two gentle¬ 
men who are tolerably well paid. That is one of the reasons-why I want 
to oppose the grant. 

There is another reason and that is this: Are these two gentlemen 
belonging to the Provincial Civil Service cadre to he given an extra allow- 
an^ because they have come to Calcutta? T thinkT am right in saying 
that members of this service consider themselves fortunate if they are 
posted to Calcutta, and I Isil to understand why, because th^ have 
been brought to Calcutta some extra allowance has to he paid to them. 
1 am' quite prepared to meet any contradiction when I soy that these 
officers, if thiey afq^hrought the mnfassal to take up important 



In fact, a ^od many in the Bengal Civil Serried cadre %ill be de- 
lighted to come to Calcutta even on leas pay. But what haj^ens in the 
present cases is, that when these officers ha'^e b&n transplanted ixam 
the mufassal to a ftjty like Calcutta which has so many advantages as 
against the mufassal, they are given extra allowances, ^ese. two 
gentlemen no doubt are quite reliable officers and perhaps .very worthy re* 
presentatives of the Bengal Civil Service, but if they are asked to revert 
to their old appointments, two other gentlemen from the same cadre may 
easily be got who will be delighted to come to the Calcutta Police Court 
and who will do their work equally efficiently on the pay they are drawing 
in the mufassal. So I do not see any necessity of wasting, so to speak, 
this Bs. 2,675. 

1 , 

Babtt 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I piust say that I oppose the 
amendment of Bobu Indu Bhushan Dutta by which he wants to refuse 
this demand. My esteemed friend. Dr. Karidhan Dutt, has said that he 
has a little knowledge of the Police Courts from which he thinks that 
these gentlemen are well paid. I may tell the House that I have a greater 
knowledge of those courts and I do not think that these gentlemen are 
well paid. To acknowledge the importance of the work that these gentle¬ 
men do and to say that Ks. 750 nr Bs. 650 Is quite sufficient for them, is 
not showing an appreciation of what the Doctor himself admits as 
very worthy^officers. That sort of appreciation means very little. In 
Calcutta they have to pay a house rent of about Bs. 150 or Bs. 200;- and 
then what is left to them out of their pay ? My friend says that they get 
Bs. 750 and Bs. 65Q and so they must be well off. 

May I ask my friend—^he will pardon me—^whether he or I will con¬ 
sider that pay to be sufficient ? If not, why should these two poor gentle- 
' men not get more—because they are in the Government service P That 
is no reason. They are very hard-worked officials—both of ihem. They 
are gentlemen—bhadrologs of our class; they have some sort of dignity 
to maintain; they have got to educate their children. It cannot be ex¬ 
pected that a Presidency Magistrate will go to the court on foot or in the 
tram; so he must keep a gharry, and this alone will take away abWt 
Bs. 100 from his pay. After these payments what is left to him P Only 
a dry appreciation that they are very worthy individuals I Du you think 
that Bs. 750, less Bs. 200, less Bs. 100, is quite sufficient for them?- I 
think this is not economy. Do not take away the heart from these men 
who have to work very hard in aposition of trust and responsibility, 
That is not proper. I do not think I can at all su]q)OTt this idea. There¬ 
fore,./! think, that.the grant asked for by the Hon'ble Member is one 
which we should not object to* 

Ral RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs We are-ifenerally ui synqMb- 


attention and, in foot, I tired to get more information by communicat¬ 
ing vitb the mover. What I understand is this: It is proposed by the 
Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Bahim that as the Secretary of State has sanctioned 
a time-sdde these officers as a matter of right are entitled to the increase 
of pay, but as that pay was not provided in the budget of the Calcutta 
'Police Court we are now aski^ to sanction the supplementary grant. 

As far as I have been able to follow or to understand my esteemed 
^end, the mover, what he suggests is that if they are to get this increase 
of pay according to the grade in which they are now placed as a matter 
of right then they should go back to the mufassal and officers young and 
lower paid should come here and fill up the posts, so that it knight save 
expenditure. I want to understand the point further with reference to 
this proposition. Does h® think “that the new recruits who will hail from 
the mufassal will remain content with the pay for ever? WonH they 
ask for an increase of their emoluments a few years after? Is it.proper 
that they should again be sent back to the mufassal and a new ^oup of 
officers brought in their place ? In this way endless difficulties will 
arise. 

I do not think that looking from the standpoint that economy must 
be accompanied by efficiency this step is practicable; therefore, haying 
regard to the fact that, the increase as'ked for is what they are justly 
entitled to, namely, a sum amounting to Bs.** 2,675 for only 7 months, 
I do not think that it will be quite just and fair to withhold this increase 
the result of which will be that they will want to go back to their old 
places and the consequence will be dislocation of business in the Calcutta 
Police Courts. On that ground I am iiot inclined to supped the amend¬ 
ment proposed by my hon’ble friend. 

RaiJOGENDRACHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: May T be permitted, 

before I speak, to ask a question of the Hon’ble Member in charge 
whether, in a matter like this, a reference was made to the Government 
of India, and if so, what was the result ? 

The PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member may, if he likes, in his 
reply, deal with your question. . 

Tha Hon'ble Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: Tes. The proposal has been 
sanctioned by the Government of India. 

Rai dOQENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It a^ears that there 
is a tSertain amount of misapprehension in regard to this matter. It is 
not a question of reduction of salary of some officers, as many of us think 
it to be. The question before us is tbis: there are certain posil which 
carry a fixed salary; are we prepared to increase the amount of salary 
for some particular-officers holding those appointments? If the ques¬ 
tion 18 pEut in th^ form^ Is any other answer to it possible ihan the nega- 



rupees salary for a Deputy Hagisirate iS| I slio^d tlunki very enviable. 

I have got my sons in the Provincial Civil Service, and I know they 
consider such salaries very enviable. 

As regards their coming to Calcutta, I think any ^Deputy Magistrate 
would like to forego Bs. 100 to come to Calcutta. Why should wa 
increase the salary of these posts? It is, I am afraid, beyond my under¬ 
standing. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I rise to support the- 
amendment. I cannot understand why the value of these posts of 
Presidency Magistrates which are posts on fixed salary should be raised, 
and why men who would be willing to serve on a fixed salary should not 
be brought from the mufassal for appointment to these posts. If those 
who are now holding these appointments think that they would draw 
higher pay by reverting to the general line, let them go back to the 
mufassal and men on smaller pay be brought in their place. That is the 
reason for which I support the amendment and I do not think that any 
mcrease should be allowed to them. . 

Th6 Hoil’big Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMb I must say that the hon’ble 
member who would refuse the grant have not really realised the situation. 

These are two magistrates drawn from the Bengal Civil Service, 
••They are men of experience and have been brought to Calcutta because 
they were considered to be particularly fit to hold charge of the very 
onerous, duties of Presidency Magistrates. They have been discharging 
these duties very satisfactorily and as regards that I do not think a better 
testimony could be available than what has been given by Babu Surendra 
Nath Mulfick who has a very largo experience of Police Court work in 
Calcutta. Now what is the suggestion? The suggestion is that in the 
place of these gentlemen who have been .so efiiciently discharging their 
duties two comparatively young otficers on a smaller salary or perhaps 
some inexperienced barrister should be brought. I hope that a pro¬ 
position of this sort should not be entertained by the Council for a 
moment. 

I am a barrister myself belonging to the profession of law and have 
always tried to uphold the interest of the profession, but when I am 
asked to displace these two experienced magistrates by-some young 
barristers, I must strongly protest against the proposal. 

I have considerable experience of tbe work in the Calcutta Police 
Court as for three years I was a Presidency Magistrate when the Police 
Court had only two stipendiary magistrates, and I can personally testify ■ 
to the heavy and responsible nature of the work which a Presidency 
Magistrate has to do. 


so well should be turned out and untried men brought in either from the 
Serrioe or from the profession. 

Rfti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahiduri S£ay I inquire who said that 
untried men would be brought inf 

The Hoii*bl« Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: That will be the result if this 
proposal is carried out. Further it is very doubtful if you can get pro^ 
per men from the profession on that pay. 

As regards the suggestion that there are Deputy Magistrates who 
would be willing to come to Calcutta on less than their grade pay, well 
I would not haxe such men. Everybody knows that in Calcutta he will 
have to pay a very heavy house rent and other expenses in Calcutta are 
also heavier than in the mufassal. Why should anybody come here on 
less than the pay that he is getting in the mufassal f If a Magistrate 
getting Bs. 500 or Bs. 600 were fb come here, he will have to pay a house 
rent of say Bs. 150 or Bs. 200, unless he happens to have a house of his 
own where he can live for nothing. Surely the Council would not con¬ 
fine the Government to such men. 

I submit that this amendment is unreasonable and should be rejected. 

A division was then taken with the following result:— 


AYES. . 


Ahmedt Khan Sahatfur Maulvl Watimudtfin. 
Ahmad, Maalvi Aialiaiiiddin. 

Ahmad, MuMhi 4afar. 

AU, Munahi Amir. 

All, Munahi Avjab. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Barma, Rai Sahib hanahanan. 

Bhatti|aharjj, Babu Ham Chandra. 
OharmaMir, Babu RaMk Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Kiaharl Mahan. 
Ohavdhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Daa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

Butt, Rai Bahadur or* Harfdhan. 


Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 
outta, Babu indtt Bhuahiui. 

Chaaa, Rai Bahadur Jacandra Ohundar. 
Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Mahramali, MunvW. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mabandra Chandra. 
Mttkhapadhyaya, Bata sarat Chaadra. 
Muiliau, Babu Nirada Bahary. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar ahib Shahharaawar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan Sinih. 
Snrknr, Bnbu Satath Chandra. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohana. 

Afaal, Nawabiada K. M« Khan Bahadur. 
Ahoiad, Maulvl Rat Uddin. 

All, Mr. Syad Naaim. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwnja Mahaniad. 
Banarjan, tha San’Ma Sir Surandra Nath. 
Barton. Mr. H. 

Baadal, Mr. C. F« 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bompaa, Mr. 0* H. 

Baaa, Hr* B.,H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'Ma Mm NawaB Myid 
Nawab All, Khan Bshadnr. 

Baa, Mr. 8. R. 


Faroqui, Mr. K. CL M. 

ChaCak, Rai Sahib Nilmani. 

Cardan, Mr. A. D. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyna, Hr. W. S. 

Karr, tha Han'Ma Mr. d. H. 

Khan, Babu Bavandra LM. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamidmd^lB. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaBqua tiddin. 

Lnng. Hr. d. 

Uaa, Mr. D. H« 

Maharajadhirajs Bahadur ef BtirdvM, 
tha Nanlda. 

M^, Mr. A. 





MNklMrjM, liku Nityt OHM. 
Myllftii, Babu turMiBra Nath. 
Naahtr, lahu Htm Chandra. 
O'KifMalyi Lt^oL Fr«d«rtek. 
o’Mallty, Mr. L. t. t. 
hal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Paynti Mr. 0. P. 


Rahim, ttM Han'blt Sir Abd a r^ 

Ray Ohaudhwrif Mr. Krltha* ehaiidrBf 
Ray, Maiharaja Bahadur KiRaualch Chandra. 
Roy, Raja Manlloli Binsh. 

•uhraivardy, Dr. Haatan. ' 

Whaaiar, tha NOfi'Ma'^r Nanry. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 27, and th»Noes 46, the motion was lost. ' < 


Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur moved that the demand for 
the establishment of a special court for the trial of traffic cases be reduced 
to Es. 12,000.” 

Before I enter into the merits of my motion, I should like to bring, 
to the notice of the Government and specially the Eon’ble hfember in 
charge^ who has moved for the supplementary grant, the inconvenient 
or rather the unfortunate position in which the non-official members ai^ 
placed. These items asking for supplementary grants were circulated 
to us about six or seven days ago; and we have been expecting all the 
time to get some explanatory note or some information on which this 
application for supplementary grant has been made. To our gi’eat 
regret, although following the cue given by Sir Henry Wheeler that 
some infonuation might always be available, I myself called, before 
the Council hours, at the office to get any information which I could pos¬ 
sibly get. I was told that no information was available except two 
printed slips with regard to the items for the Chittagong Port and the 
Education grants which were handed over to me. I asked Jor similar 
information with regard to the items in respect of which .1 gave notice, 
but I was told that no infoimation had been given for circulation to tne 
members. This is the position in' which we are placed. Just a^ few 
minutes ago, 1 had an opportunity of meeting the Hon-ble Member and 
I asked him for certain information and he has given me certain facts 
and-figures. I submit that it would have beenia great advantage to us 
if this information were given to us beforehand, so that we might have 
had an opportunity if necessary, of conferring with the Hon’ble Member 
and of discussing the matter. But we were deprived of that opportu¬ 
nity. In the Montagu-Chelmsford Report it is stated that there will be 
conferences and larger associations between the Government Members 
and the' non-official members, and if this is the association of the non¬ 
officials with the Government Members I do not know how business 
will be conducted. The result is that the Gover^ent Members are 
deluged with lialf a dozen motions, some opposing the grants or some 
asking for reductions and thus the valuable time of the. Council is wasted. 

Turning to my motion, I know that the committee appoix^bed to con¬ 
sider the grievances of the taxi-drivers have recommended that there 
should be a special court to try traffic cases. There are motions' c^pos- 


Member.in show ibat the amount will come up to about Es. 1^,000.. 

1 ihnde, however^ that if the matter were discueeed at a conference, the 
Hon'ble Member might be induced to coneider whether this sum was not 
susceptible of reduction'. 1 do not think that a house rent of Bs. 600' 
and Es. 200 for rents and taxes are at all necessarj.. I think that a 
ground>floer flat can easily be rented at a lower rate instead of paying 
such a large sum for a separate house. This is a matter whi<di might 
▼ery conTeniently be discussed with the Hon'ble Member in charge. 

Then, there is an item for cleiical establishment i There is anothw 
item also for the police staff necessary for this court, which will amount 
to about Es. 6,000. I do not think that such a large amount is neces¬ 
sary. The Magistrate’s pay is/put at Es. 6,OOCK annually. 1 submit 
the Magistrate’s salary might be a little low^er as it would have to be 
increased later .on. Having regard to these facts I think that^ start 
with we can very well reduce the grant to Es. 12,000 per annum. 

We understand that it is intended to demolish the Bankshall Street 
building and to rebuild a house there for the accommodation of thu 
Courts. There is another court—the Juvenile Court—at • the Lower 
Circular Board. Some of us have to attend that court. This court has 
got ample quarters. There is a inagniflcent first floor room which is 
occupied by the Sergeant in charge. The poor Magistrates have to sit 
on the ground floor. 1 think by some al'rangement that building could 
be utilised for the traffic cases or a smaller room in a ground-floor flat 
might be rented for the traffic court. With these observations 1 beg 
to move the resolution. 

The PRESIDENTS Motion No. 2d and the four motions that follow, 
vis., 21 to 24 refer to the special court for traffic cases and I think that it 
will be convenient if they be taken up together. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs May I point out that Eai Eadha 
Charan Pal Bahadur’s motion is for a reduction of the grant, while the 
other four motions ask for the refusal of the grant altogether. That 
indeed makes some difference. * 

The PRESIDENTS Tes. This is so, but still I think thcTwhoJe 
matter might be conveniently discussed together. That will save tiine. 

1 am only considering that question now. 

BalHi SURENDRA NATH RAY moved that the demand for Hie 
establishment of a speciq} court for the trial of traffic cases be refused.” 

Jt Vill be seen that by making a grant of Es. 22,400 you will have 
to naake a grant of another sum of Es. 6,080 (amendment No. 40), 
namHy, lor thf^police staff for the special stipendiary magistrate; so 
that ycm will have to make a grant of not Es. !^,400, hut of the sum of 


present building cannot accommodate all tkese cdurts. I also know 
that tbe traffic cases are postponed tima after time, and many cases are 
^ postponed for an indefinite length of time, and that Uie parties are put 
to Tery great botheration and trodble. It is therefore necessary that 
there ought to be at least another stipendiary magistrate for the trial 
of these police cases. But we also know that this year, wa are very 
much short of funds. Is it therefore meet and proper that we should be 
made liable to spend in addition the sum of Bs. 28,480, or nearly 
Bs. 30,000? If we could afford to wait for such a length of time, we 
could also afford to wait for another six or seven months more. That is 
my ground for opposing the grant altogether. * 

’s 

The PRESIDENT: The three motions that follow are identical, and 
I would therefore ask the movers to speak on this motion. 

Bal^ KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: I be^ to support the 
amendment moved by Babu Surendra Nath Bay that the grant be refused. 
I am sure that the Hon’ble Member in charge has considered the matter 
very carefully, but I would ask him to consider whether it is not possible 
to spare us from an addition to the expenditure which is already heavy, 
and the new expenditure will amount to about Bs. 30,000 for the 
remaining 8 months of the year. I understand that this expendi¬ 
ture is necessary, because the honorary magistrates are not very 
careful, in awarding punishments. When the matter has been 
'cpnsidered in various quarters, it is unavoidable that there 
should be some difference of opinion. But I submit that it can be tole¬ 
rated for some time more. Some specific instructions can be jssued to 
the magistrates as to how they should award punishments. I simply 
ask you to consider this question from this point of view and if possible 
to save us from this additional expenditure. In this view I support the 
amendment. 

Dabu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I beg to support the amendment 
of Babu Sureudra Nath Bay, on the following grounds: first, if I am 
not mistaken. Government have not yet passed any resolution on the 
recommendations of the Taxi-Cab Committee and, as the Government 
resolution is not yet published, it seems to me to be premature to take 
any action on those recommendations. The second ground is this. • 
It has been said that the recent taxi strike is one of the reasons for the 
establishment of such a court. As far as I can judge, it seems to me that 
the taxi strike was not due to any miscarriage of justice hut to the alleged 
ntremely high-handed behaviour on the part of the trafidc police. The 
third ground is that the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Bahim has been pleased to 
observe that the judgments of the honorary magistrates are not always 
uniform as they impose different amounts of fines for the same offence and 
thpt these judgments do not always ^ive satisfaction. I do not see 



discliarge these duties very satisfactorily and, if the. records of these 
cases are kept, I do not see why^a comparative study of these cases should 
not he productive of more evenhanded justice. As no complaint of mis¬ 
carriage of justice has been made* by the High Court, I do not see any 
reason why we should be in a hurry to establish this court. This is a 
matter which can surely wait till the beginning of the next year, when 
the Government will have enough time to consider the report of the Taxi- 
Cab Committee. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 wish to make my 
position’very clear. My position is that eight .millions of the people of 
this country are suffering from want of water, and when we asked for 
drinking water, I was told that there was no money for the purpose. The 
position now, therefore, is that we should oppose every proposal for addi¬ 
tional expenditure unless it is absolutely necessary and it is on that 
groimd that I opposed the first resolution and on that ground also I 
oppose this. I go further and say that the people must make some 
sacrifice,’ if necessary, in order that their pooiur brethren in the mufaasal 
may not suffer. Tou want to spend Rs.'28,000 for the establishment 
of a court to try traffic cases. 1 say it can wait and that the work of 
this court can be done by honorary magistrates.. You must remember 
the iact that every pice that is spent pn matters like these is taken away 
from the poor people of this country’. For these I'easons, I think the 
demand should not be granted. 

Mr* G* Pt BEADEL: I regret that on the first occasion on which 1 
have the honour to address this Council, I should be in opposition to my 
friend, Bai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, with whom I have done a certain 
amount of work and of whose qualities I have a veiy high opmion. I do 
not think that the Rai Bahadur has given sufficient attention to this ques¬ 
tion of a special stipendiary court. Of cotirse, we cannot have a special 
court unless money is provided to start it. As the Hon’ble Member in 
charge has told the House, X had the honour of being the Chairman of the 
Taxi-Cab Committee; and 1 would remind the House that it was practi¬ 
cally a non-official committee—certainly there was only one official and 
all the others were non-officials. This question of a special stipendiary 
court was one of the items in the questionaire and this questionaire was 
sent to all people who were con8idered*to have any special knowledge or 
any special interest in the question of the improvement of the taxi-cab 
service. 1 would like to tell the House *that, of all the items in the 
questionaire, this about the special stipendiary court was the only one 
that met with no sort of dissent. One aod all—and 1 include honorary 
magistrates—were iff favour of such a court, ahd not only a court but a 
really commodious oourt with a proper staff attached to it, so that the 
extraordinary delays which had taken place in the past in connection 



oi conveniences such as waiting-rooms for witnesses who have to give evi¬ 
dence. We had evidence to show that it was very difficult to get anybody 
to attend the Police Court. Of course,;it must.be understood that it was 
in no way intended, when this recommendation was put forward 1^ the 
Taxi-Cab Committee, to oast any aspersions whatsoever on the honorary 
magistrates. They had done their work extremely well. . But on the 
evidence produced, it was clear to the Committee that hy appointing a 
stipendiary magistrate of good experience and ar proper stskft under him, 
the litigants would receive quicker and more uniform justice. The 
Hon’ble Member in charge has already pointed out one or two cases in 
which the fines levied were not uniform for practically the same offence. 
All these matters were carefully considered by the committee. Of course 
it is always difficult to speak in favour of a proposal which Entails any ex¬ 
penditure of money—we all know that the Government is none too well off 
—^but there is always some way of finding ways and means, and I have 
no doubt that if the House accepts the proposal, as I hope it will, it being 
extremely necessary in the interests of the traffic of Calcutta that some 
improvement should be made in the trial of taxi-drivers^ cases, then 
Government will find the means, perhaps, by an increased tax on motor 
cars and 1 am sure that this House would not object to luxuries being 
taxed more than they are at present. • 

With these few words, I beg to oppose the amendment of Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, and, if I am allowed to do so, the subsequent ones 
also. 

' •> 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: We have heard the speeches of 
several members from the beginning of this debate and we have heard the 
history of this proposed court for the trial of traffic cases, and not only the 
history of the proposed court' but also the history of many other courts 
where soxqe of our members bave*to attend now aAd then. Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur is very soiry that the trying Magistrate in the 
Juvenile Court has to sit on the ground floor. Then we have heard Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray whose suggestion seems, after reading the amend¬ 
ment, to be a refusal of the gran^ but after hearing him it appears 
that it is pracftically a temporary ^mtponement of the same. He thinks 
that the proposal can wait for six or seven months. Some of my 
friends have . suggested that* the hoztorary magistrates might be 
instructed to decide the cases in a particular way, but people outside ’ 
will take that view as an interference on the pc^t of the executive 
over the judiciary, and that would, therefore, be an offence in the eye 
of the public and the public will not allow that. We have heard 
also the speech of Mr. Beadel, who was the President of thie Taxi-Cab 
Committee, and he supported tl^e motion for the grant. But I have 
my own grounds for supporting this amendment f<^ refusal. It is 


vrhiik are not always unifQrm. For mstanoe» tliey impose fines of Es. 5 or 
of Es. 40 for tlie same offence. But the remedy lies in the selection of 
honprary magistrates, and 1 think that something may be done in that < 
direction. I know that there are retired deputy magistrates who ef^en 
sometimes moye about the precincts of the Presidency 3Cagistrate8* courts 
on the plea of seeing their old friends for want of any other occupation, 
and these gentlemen might be appointed as honorary magistrates to try 
these cases. They are passing their days in retirement and in sorrow as 
nobody calls them **huzur” and they have no power to inflict any punish- 
ment. If you give them a Chair, it will be seen that they are quite 
competent to do this sort of work as they have got sufficient experience in 
this matter. They need some sort of occupation. Of course, there is 
another aspect and that is that, if you establish a special court, it will 
bring more money, but you can get this money without spending a single 
farthing. 1 suggest, therefore, that, as an experimental measure, I'etired 
deputy magistrates be appointed as honorary magistrates to try these 
traffic cases and, I am sui^e, they will be only too glad to be appointed 
honorary magistrates and they will conduct the cases to the entire satis¬ 
faction of the.authorities. As regards postponement, 1 need not dilate 
any further as I have already stated both aspects of this question. * 

With these few words, 1 support the amendment. 

Babu SURENqRA NATH MULLIGK: 1 do think that a special 
court for the trial of traffic cases is uecesaiy and should be immediately 
established. It is no good particularly for me to say rliat it is not neces¬ 
sary. Anybody who knows this court will say that it is urgently neces¬ 
sary to have a special court. Our great difficulty, as Sir Abd-ur-Bahim 
has pointed out, is that in the Police Court you cannot get people to cohie 
and give evidence. If people are asked to come and dance attendance 
in the Police Court, you cannot expect them to do so, especially when 
they are respectable people. This is a very good reason, as Hr. Beadel 
has pointed out, as 4o why this court should be established, but, at 
the same time, 1 think that Eai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amend¬ 
ment is quite reasonable. I am inclined to think that Bs.. 300 for the 
police staff is quite enough and Bs. 600 for the magistrate. In the 
Presidency Magistrates’ courts, I think the police are rather overstaffed, 
'they are seen loitering about, smoking cigarettes and creating noise 
wh^h hgs to be stopped by ibe presiding magistrate. If you pay 
Bs. 300 for the police staff, Bs. 600 to the magistrate and Bs. 200 fo^r 
other expenditure, I think you would pay enough. I do not think that 
we should give such a large sum as is asked for. Because when a 
thing is recognised as important it is no reason why we should ask for 
a very large sum. There is no reason in that. 1 therefore think that 


accepted by the Hoiise because tbis is an amendment wbick ought to 
be suj^rted. 

Tha Hon'Illa Sir HENRY WHEELERl As concerned with the 
Police who control the trafBc of Calcutta, I would lih* to say a word 
emphasising this proposal from their point of view. As Mr. Beadel has 
said, this is a* question to which much importance was attached by the 
Committee presided over by him, which went fully into the matter, and 
it is one which looms large in aU recent discussions for the improve¬ 
ment of tr^c regulation in Calcutta. It will be within the recollec¬ 
tion of the Council that last cold weather we heard a great deal about 
the defects in managing the traffic of this city. Less has been heard 
on the subject recently, probably because in the hot weather the traffic 
is appreciably less, but next cold weather we are bound to hear more 
about it, and if we have the congestion in the city which is likely to 
result from the Royal Visit, the traffic problem will loom very large 
indeed.. It is therefore of prime importance to do everything in our 
power now to put our house in order in time. 

With regard to the observations of Babu Indu Bhushan Butta, I 
think he has misunderstood some of the grievances of the taxi drivers 
for which they went on strike. One of their complaints was that, 
owing to the present arrangements for the hearing of their cases they 
had to attend court from day to day at the cost of harassment and 
loss of money. So it is not only to our advantage but to that of the 
drivers also to ensure the more prompt and efficient disposal of cases. 

Rai Dfa HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadurs When I sent in my name as an 
intending speaker in this connection there was absolutely no informa¬ 
tion before us. But subsequently from what has fallen from some of 
the previous speakers I have been able to gather some particulars 
regarding the proposed establishment of the special court. Sir, it 
should not be supposed that because I am standing here I am going to 
oppose the proposal. On^the other hand I do realise that there is a 
necessity for a special court for dealing with traffic cases in Calcutta. 
But, although I am one of those who would like to have a special court 
for this particular purpose, I am disposed to think tha^the considera¬ 
tion of this question at this time is rather premature. When the 
budget was passed, only a short time ago, there was no demand for 
an expenditure in this connection. I placed a question before this 
Council asking the authorities for information about this matter and 
I was told that the matter was under consideration. This was only in 
April last. Subsequently, I put a s^es of questions with a view to 
bringing. before this Council in a Very short time a. proposal for the 
reorganisation of the Police Courts in Calcutta. I db not know 
whether my scheme of reorganisation will meet with the approval of 
this House. But I am quite hopeful that it .'^ill receive due oonsidera- 


and I £nd from reading tbe proceedings of previons Legislatiye Oouncila 
that this matter receiyed due consideration at the hands of onr prede¬ 
cessors, and I am sure if a proper scheme is placed before the House, 
it will' again receiye due consideration. I have asked for certain 
information for the purpose of preparing my scheme and it will be 
based mainly upen the question as to how many police courts we should 
haye in Calcutta. I need not go into the details of that scheme-at 
present, but one thing that must arise is whether we should haye one 
special court for dealing with traffic cases or several courts in differ¬ 
ent parts of Calcutta. Various other questions will also come up in that 
connection. I do not want to tire the patience of the House at this stage. 

' Before I sit down I would like to mention one point in connection with our 
debate. We* suffer much for want of infoimation which, if forthcoming, 
win very often save our time. Only the other day we adopted a system 
of standing committees and I was anxiously expecting that the sending 
committee connected with the Judicial Department will he able to place 
before us all informations regarding the Police Courts in Calcutta, 
thus helping us to come to a right decision. But I have been dis¬ 
appointed. I do not know whether the standing committees are still 
living or dead. We hare got this grievance against them, and if the 
standing committees do not give us necessary informations it i^ better 
not t6 have standing committees at all. 

N, 

Mr, KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I oppose 
this motion. X speak from personal experience that traffic cases are 
very badly managed in Calcutta Police Courts. I was myself prosecu¬ 
ted for allowing my coachman to break traffic rules and I had to come 
away from the Court because the honorary magistrate did not turn up 
on the appointed day. I was also a witness in a motor prosecution case 
and I found that the honorary magistrate who was trying the case had 
no experience of motor cars and could not intelligently follow the pro¬ 
ceedings. X hope that in selecting a traffic magistrate knowledge of 
driving ought to he taken into consideration and an owner-driver 
should he preferred. As regards drivers of hullock-carts and hackney 
carriages I know that when they are prosecuted they have to dance 
attendance in the Court from day to day owing to the vagaries of hono¬ 
rary magistrates who try their cases and as a result there is considerable 
loss in their earnings. 

N 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED. 8UHRAWARDY: To me it appears 
that a budget demand by the Government ought not to ho lightly 
opposed unless there is some difference in principle between the members 
of the House and the Government. X am in full accord with the 
principle which has prompted Government to set up a traffic court and, 



the grant. Sir, I dt> not to decry that admirable body ol persona 
known as honorary magistrates who spend a considerable anioont bf 
time in relieving the pressure of work. Biit it is well known that 
apart fr^m the fact that such magistrates ranhot be v^ reg^r in their 
attendance, litigants prefer their cases to be tried by stipendiaiy mt^is- 
trates for various reasons which I need not mention. *>1, however, dare 
to express an opinion which most members of the House here possess, 
namely, that when Government is on the look out for a magistrate to 
try traffic cases it should take particular care to have an owner-driver 
and one who is conversant with the traffic of'Calcutta. Only such a 
person will be able to see what particular precautions should be taken 
in particular areas and in traffic of a particular kind. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Should he be a barrister 
owner-driver P 

Mn TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Is a member in order to question 
ano^er member in the House P 

Tha PRESIDENT: A member is quite in order to do so, please see 
section 13 of our ntles. But he must do so through the President. 1 
did not hear the Bai Bahadur. Would he repeat his question P 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs I wanted to know whether 
the magistrate should be a lawyer owner-driver. 

The PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: If my hon’hle friend 
the Bai Bahadur is particularly anxious to know, I may tell him that, 
in my opinion, he must he so, because he should have some knowledge 
of law and he experienced in balancing evidence. Therefore, my 
recommendation to the Government is that when it is choosing a magis¬ 
trate, it should choose a person who will be able to dispense proper 
justice from personal knowledge and experience. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I,was one of ^ose 
unfortunate men who was a member of the Standing Committee. The 
Hon’hle Sir Ahd-ur-Bahim asked my advice and that of my hon’ble 
friend Bahu Anhada Charan Dutta. We came to the condusion that it 
was necessary to have a special court for the disposal of traffic cases. 
One of my hon’hle friends here has asked the Council whether the 
members of the Standing Committee are alive. I think. Sir, I am alive. 
Ky idea was at that time, and I still retain that idea, that in Calcutta, 
a very important city, once the capital of the British Bminre, w« ought 
to have a court dealing with .traffic cases. Sir, I have a. great 
respect for the honorary magistrates both here and ^in t^ mufassal. ..We 


rtha. dBlibernttions of tke Standing Committee I must aay 
tbat^f/H6i(’I^Sir Abd-ur-Bahim patiently liataned to our arguments 
and Helped us vith his luggestions. ^ut Sir, we were not aware that 
snoh a large sum aa Bs. 22,000 should be allotted for this purpose. Sir,^ 
ih.this Council, 1 have always stood up for economy as also for efficien6y. 
Therefore, in my (pinion, if eci^omy is to be practised this sum should 
be ciit down a little. 1 think that this sum of Bs. 22,000 should be 
reduced, whether this suggestion be accepted or not. 

Tht Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMi I may say that I am willing to 
acoept a lower figure. What has been asked is for the entire 12 months. 
But I* am prepared to accept Bs. 14,400 for the rest of the official year.' 
It is not-necessary for me to say much in reply having regard to what 
has been said by Mr., Beadel, Chairman of the Tazi>Cab Committee, 
by Bai hf. C. Mitra Bahadur and by Mr. K. C. Bay ,Chaudhuri who 
was also a member of the Taxi-Cab Committee. I must make it clear 
to the House that, in anything that I have said, I had not the slightest 
intention to cast a slur on honorary magistrates. I know the value of 
the work they do and the Government fully appreciate their devotion 
to duty. They are men of position and education and perform their 
duties at consideiable sacrifice of their valuable time. I do not mean 
for one moment to suggest ihnt they.‘are not quite competent magis¬ 
trates. . What I mean to say is, and I think every one, who, Imowa aXiy- 
thing of the work of the Police Court,will bear me out in this that you 
onnnot expect any individual honorary magistrate to attend court from 
day to day and sit there from half past ten or 11 till 5 o'clock. In the 
nature of things you have to call upon different magistrates from time to 
time to dealVith the cases allotted to them with the result that you cannot 
expect continuity of knowledge or experience in any class of cases. 
Their ideas of nature of evidence must vary with the ratio of experience 
of each man ; and if one thing, is desirable in the administration of 
criminal justice, especially in the trial of traffic cases, it is this, that 
there should not be too gross a discrepancy in the punishments that are 
awarded for similar offences. For. instance, nothing would dissatisfy a 
taxi-driver so much as if we were to find that he has been fined Bs. 30 for 
an offence for which another fellow taxi-driyer of his has been let off 
with a fine of Bs. 6. Further, it is very necessary that traffic cases 
ought to be heard and disposed of as promptly as possible. As to the 
state of things existing at present my information is from veiy 
rriiable sour(;^s—^from the Pretudency Hagistrates, from the Commis¬ 
sioner of Polic-e, and from the members of the Taxi-Cab Committee— 
that these cases'have to be postponed from time to time before they are 
disposed of. S'urely this is not a desirableAtate of things, and should 
not be allowed* to contifihe in a town like Calcutta. 


driving so that he will he ahle-fnlly to grasp tiie nature of a case where 
a man is charged with violating traffic regulations,' 1 am. in entire 
sympathy with this suggestion and this is what the Government is 
^contemplating to do. We will try to find a magistrate who has a know¬ 
ledge of the city and knows something of motor driving. J do not think, 
Sir, that it is necessary for me to add anything more excepting this. This 
question, has been considered by a very competent committee appointed 
to inquire especially into the condition of taxicab traffic in Calcutta. 
The committee has unanimously reported in favour of the establishment 

of a court like this. Are the members of the House who have bad 

• 

no opportunity of studying the question, of hearing evidence, of investi¬ 
gating the defects in the-present regulations, why these taxi drivers 
have been creating so much trouble and whether there is anything at 
the bottom of their grievances, going to disregard the recommendations 
of the committee P Bai Badha Oharan Pal Bahadur and other speakers 
complained that they had not been given sufficient information. It was 
for that very reason that the standing committees were instituted. 
We cannot possibly go and talk to every member of the Council about 
each item of demand. This would be an impracticable proposal. The 
members of the .Tudioial Standing Committee were fully taken into confi¬ 
dence and all the facts were placed before them, as Bai Kahendra Chan¬ 
dra Mitra Bahadur has told the House. The proposition was entirely 
approved by the committee that a traffic court should be established. 
Then if any member wanted any information from me X was always avail¬ 
able and would have gladly, given him every information. It is really 
a frivolous complaint of the member that he did not have any informa¬ 
tion. Just now I gave him all the information he sought from me. 

I submit that this demand ought to be allowed. 

Tha PRESIDENTS There are two classes of motions before the 
House—one by Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur in which be asks that 
the demand be reduced to Bs. 12,000- 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIMS t have reduced my demand to 
Bs, 14,400. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs I accept it. 

The PRESIDENTS You desire to modify your motion in a parti¬ 
cular way, but that most be done with the permission of the House. 

Permission was then granted by the Council to Bai Badha Charan 
Pal Bahadur to make the alteration suggested. 




should be reduced. If there is no objection, I shall do that. I am told 
the other movers withdraw all their motions and accept the Bai Baha- 
dttr’s motion as amended. 

All other motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Bai Badha Charan Pal. Bahadur’s amended motion that the demand 
be reduced to Bs. 14,400 was then put and agreed to. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA withdrew the following motion 
standing in his name:— 

** That the demand for the appointment of an additional magistrate 
to try munitions cases be refused.** 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved *Hhat the demand for the 
appointment of an additional magistrate to try munitions cases be 
refused.** 

It has been said by the Hon*ble Member that the Cheif Presidency 
Magistrate is trying the munitions cases and that an additional magistrate 
is required to try ordinary cases. In view of the fact that this Council has 
granted an increase of pay to some of the Presidency Magistrates, I 
think, we ought to see that they do more work for this increase in their 
pay. I do not think the munitions cases will last long; we had better 
wait till the end of the year, and if the work suffers, then we shall 
certainly consider, if this is necessary. 

With these few words, I beg to move that this demand be refused. 

Kumar 8HfB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYi I beg to support the 
motion. I have a similar motion standing in my name. 

Tlia Hon*bla 8ir ABD*UR«RAHIMS As regards the appointment of 
an additional magistrate, this is only to give temporary relief to the 
Calcutta Police Court owing to Mr. Swinhoe, the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, being engaged in the hearing of the munitions cases. One 
dbes not exactly know how long that case will last but our estimate is that 
it may last for six months, and that is why we have asked for an addi¬ 
tional magistrate for six months. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Butta says that this Council has granted 
increase of pay to the third and the fourth Presidency Magistrates and 
therefore they should be able to cope with the extra work. The time of 
' these magistrates is now fully occupied and because an increase of-pay 
has been granted to them that is no reason that they should be asked to 
do another magistrate’s wotk in addition to their own. I submit that 







The motion waa then pnt and a dirision taken with the following 
result^ 


AYES. 


AhiMd, Kban lahatfur Mauivi watimuMln. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Aaaharaddin. 

Ahamd, Mufiahi Jafar. 

AN, Munthi Amir. 

Ai’hamuddin, Maalvi Rnandakar. 
Chaadhuri, aabu Kiahori llahan. 
Chaiidhuri, Mauiwi Shah Muhammad. 

Oaa Oupta, tabu Nibaran Chandra. 


Dutta, anbu Annada Charatk 
Dutta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 

Ohota Raf Bahadur dafandra Cbundar. 
Haq, Bhah Syad Bmdadui. 

Mahramali, MunaW. 

Mukhapadhaya, Babutarat Chandra. 
Ray, Kumar Chib tbakharaawar. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amutya Dbana. 

Afsal, Nawabiada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
All, Mr. dyad Naaim. 

Axam, Khan Bahadur Khvaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Han'Ma Sir turandra Nath. 
Birfay, Mr. U 
Bompaa, Mr. C. H. 

Baaa, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bla tha Nawab Salyid 
Naarab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oaa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

Daa, Mr. S. R. 

Da^ Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Dortbld. Mr. J. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. a M. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hepkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Karim, - Mauivi Faiial. 

Karr, tha Han’bla Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftpua Uddin. 

Lanft Mr. d. 

Laai, Mr. 0. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Hon’bla. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKaniia, Mr. 0. F. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mitiar, tha Hon'bla Mr. F. c. 

Moitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Morgan, Mr. O. 

Muhhorjaa, Babu Nitya Ohan. 

Mulliek, Babu turandra Nath. 

Nakay, Mina Muhammad AN. 

O'Kinaaly Lt^iol. Fradariak. 

O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radba Oharan. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abdmr*. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lallt Mahan Singh. 
Ray, Raja Maniloll Singh. ^ 
Suhrawardy, Or. Hatsan. 

SuhrAwardy, Mr. Humyn Shahaad. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Whaalar, tha Hon'bla Sir Hanry, 
Wordsworth, Mr. W« C. 


The Ayes being 16 and the Noes 47, the motion was lost. ' 

The original demand, with the deduction already made, was then 
put and agreed to. 


25.—Jails and Conviot SetUemants. 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM moved “ that a sum of 
Bs. 22,000 be granted for expenditure under the head * 25.—Jails and 
convict settlements * on account of the following items:— 

Bevision of pay of jail warders, . Bs. 18,000. 

Appointment of a special guard for political prisoners, Bs. 4,000.’’ 


As regards the pay of the jail warders, they are an ill-paid body of 
men. The Jails Committee went round taking evidence all over India 
and other places and came to the emphatic conclusion that the jail warders 
of Bengal were not adequately paid. They are badly paid but hard- 
worked officers having to perform strenuous duties. They are paid even 




THey were granted some increase not long ago but they are not satisfied 
with that. In Noyember last in this Council a question was put suggest¬ 
ing that their pay ought to be increased and that they should be placed on 
the same footing as the police constables who discharge similar duties. 
Goyernment agrees with that yiew. It is an absolutely necessary 
measure, and I expect that the members of this House will haye no 
objection to it. 

As regards the appointment of what is called special guard for 
political prisoners/* that description is rather misleading. What has 
really happened is this. The Jails Committee reported that the conyict 
settlement in the Andamans should be done away with as far as possible, 
and the Goyernment of India haye accepted that proposal and haye 
ordered that the political prisoners from Bengal should be sent back to 
Bengal and confined in the jails*^ere. Their number fortunately is not 
yery large but it would mean an increase in the number of political 
prisoners by 13. At present there are 14 political prisoners altogether. 
Another recommendation of the Jails Committee has been that these 
prisoners should not be kept with the ordinary criminals, and that is a 
yiew which both the Goyernment of India and this Goyernment haye 
accepted, and I take it that it will meet with the ready acceptance of the 
members of this Council. We haye, therefore, made arrangements for 
the separate accommodation of all the political prisoners. We propose 
to proyide accommodation for them in what used to be the European 
ward, a building originally intended for European prisoners, but which 
is now ayailable and would accommodate all these 27 political prisoners 
in the Alipore Jail. It is a two-storied building containing a number 
of separate cells and situated quite separate from the ordinary prisoners* 
wards. For this purpose we require additional warders, to guard the 
passages and we req\iire three guards for each of the three shifts 
—altogether 9 warders. We also require one additional man for leaye 
reserve and two head warders. The members of this House must not 
think that this special guard is meant by way of punishment for the 
political prisoners. The idea is simply to keep them quite separate 
from ordinary criminals and it is for that purpose alone that we require 
additional staff. I trust the House will agree to this. 

Babu ANNADA OHARAN DUTTAs After what has fallen from the 
Hon*ble Member in charge I think I shall be justified in withdrawing 
my amendments. 

The following amendments were then withdrawn:— 

** That the demand for appointment of a special guards for political 
prisoners be reduced by Bs. 2,000.*' 

**That the demand for appointment of a special guard for political 
prisoners be refused.** 

Bdni INDil BHUBHAN DUTTA moved that the demand for the 


In tliu matter, I do not tkink the Council ia aatufied that this 
special ^nard is necessary even after what the Hon’hle Member has said. 
The political prisoners, Sir, if I am not much mistaken, are the most 
well-behaTsd among the convicts, and it is hardly necessary to go to 
thia expense of having extra men. With these words, 1 beg to opp 98 e 
the demand. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I am not quite clear which 
way to vote on this question, and 1 rise to speak specially with refer* 
ence to certain observations that have fallen from the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd*ur*Bahim. 

Sir, my oomplaint-^legitimate grievanco*~is that we are not in 
possession of facts to enable us to submit well considered proposals by 
way of amendment to those emanating from the Government and we are 
told by the Hon*ble Sir Abd*ur>Bahim, for whom I have got the highest 
respect,, whose calm and judicious frame of mind, and invariable courtesy 
have endeared him to all of us—^but I must say that I confess with deep 
regret that being within the charmed circle of the bureaucracy he 
seems to have forgotton himself—that we could have got idl the i^orma* 
tion from the standing committee. I have not the good fortune of 
being a member of the standing committee in connection with jails. 
1 am informed that all the piooeedings of the Committee are strictly 
confidential, and that the mciiibers are not permitted to give out any¬ 
thing to any other member of this House as to what transpired in the 
meeting. Further with regard to this particular item, I am told that 
this matter never came before the'Standing committee. Sir Abd*ur* 
Rahim has said that he cannot talk to every member and cannot explain 
things to every one of them, which ia an impossible task, and further 
he has said that we have met from day to day in this Council Hall and 
we might have asked the Hon’ble Member for any information that 
we wanted. With reference to that I say that if the Hon*ble Member 
is in such a frame of mind that he cannot talk to any member, the 
sooner )^e is relieved of his responsibility the better, because it is his 
duty to talk with the members of the Council and exchange views with 
them. And if he thinks he cannot take that trouble, the B(mner he 
is relieved of his responsibility the better. 

Then, Sir, he has said that we meet here from day to day and we can 
go and ask the Hon’ble Member for any information that we want. 
What will be the position of tbe House if every member goes one by 
one to the Hon’ble Member and asks him all sorts of questions P Will 
you not, Sir, sitting there with an iron rod as President of the Council, 
call the members to order P And as soon as the meeting is over, the 
Hon’ble Member will find his way downstairs and get 'into his oar, and 
are the members expected to run after his car P 1 do not thtok that he 


in concert wiiJi Him, Hut Here, How an we-treated? THis ii wHy people 
misjudge and misunderetand the GoTemment. 

1 tinderstand Babu Annada Charan Butta, altHpugH He was not 
present at iHe meeting of tHe standing committee, is now satisfied 
frmn the information given by tHe Hon’ble Member tbat tHe demand is 
necessary. For my part I do not know wHetHer this is necessary or 
unnecessary, so I am not in a position to vote either way. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: As usual Kai- 
Badba CHaran Pal Bahadur Has not been able to make up His mind atid 
still He Has made an eloquent and a long speech. But as this matter is 
so small, I do not think we need quaiTel about it. Let the Government 
Have it is my Humble opinion. 

The Hon>ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must say that X am suipiised 
to see Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur so much incensed at some remarks 
which I made in connection with a previous motion. With reference to 
that motion it was complained that the members of the Council had not 
been taken into confidence. I explained that the matter had been con¬ 
sidered by the standing committee and that the report of the Taxi-Cab 
Committee was also there, and, therefore, I thought that the members 
were not justified in making that observation. But if Bai Badha 
Charan Paj Bahadur has taken it amiss, I am sorry. I certainly did not 
cast any personal reflection on anybody and had no idea that he was 
so thin-skinned. I thought that a* man like him, connected with so 
many public bodies, would Have some sense of humour. However that 
may he, as regards this item, I do not think I have heard anything 
which really demands an answer beyond what I have already said. I 
think Babu Indu Bhushan Dutia did not quite understand me. Hia 
argument is that the political prisoners are very well-behaved persons, 
and so why should there be any special guard for them. I explained 
that it was not meant to provide special guard for them by way of pun¬ 
ishment—in that respect the language of the agenda paper was rather 
inaccurate. What I pointed out was that in order to keep these prisoners 
in a separate- ward, it had become necessary to increase the existing 
strength of warders, with a view to providing sentries at the several pas¬ 
sages leading to the cells in the new building which has been made 
available for the accommodation of these men. So I submit. Sir, • the 
demand is in order, and 1 trust there will be no objection to it. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


BGi—Pglloa. 






** that a aum of Ba. 16,238 be granted for expenditure under the head 
‘26.—Police* on account of the following items:— 

Police etalf for the Court of an additional Presidency Magistrate 
Us. 6,300. 

Police staff required for the special stipendiary Magistrate for the 
trial of traffic cases, Bs. 4,158. 

Bents, rates and taxes of the premises hired fcv the Motor Vehicles 
and Hackney Carriage Department, Bs. 4,780.** 

The first two items in this list of three are connected with the pro¬ 
posals which have just been discussed, namely, to set up a temporary 
court for another Presidency Magistrate and a special court for the 
trial of traffic cases in Calcutta. It is obvious that if these courts are 
to be created—and the Council has approved of their creation—^they 
must have the ordinary court staff for the general supervision of arrange-v 
ments and the prosecution of cases, and it is for that that provision is 
made in the first two items. The staff contemplated for the Additional 
Piesidency Magisti-ate is one court inspector, one European sergeant 
and four constables. The staff proposed for the traffic court, as 
reduced by me, is one sub-inspector, one assistant sub-inspector and four 
constables. I have docked the provision for a second prosecuting sub¬ 
inspector. 

The third item is also connected with the report of the Taxi-Com¬ 
mittee. One of their proposals was that the existing arrangements for 
the inspection of ticca gharries and taxis should be improved. At 
present, at Penwick Bamr, vehicles of all kinds are assembled together. 
The place is disgracefully overcrowded, and there is no proper super¬ 
vision, with the result that complaints are frequent—analogous to the 
complaints about court work—that the drivers are kept hanging about 
while their vehicles and horses are passed, and lose mcmey unneces¬ 
sarily in the process. It is to remedy this that we seek to carry through 
this improvement. It is proposed to hire premises at 47, Beniapukur 
Street. I have seen the house, which comprises a large coinpound and 
buildings in a more or less good condition. With certain improve¬ 
ments, for which provision will be asked in motion Ho. 65, the house 
and' compound can be made a suitable place for the inspection of ticca 
gharries. They *can then be taken away from Fenwick Bazar, leaving 
that for motor-cars only. By that means we hope to remove ihe 
grievances which have been voiced, and whidi have been endorsed by 
Mr. BeadeVs committee. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA moved “that the demand for 
police staff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
reduced to Bs. 1,500.'* 

We really cannot account for the fact why the police grants are always 


saj, the conetablesi is not too many» but here in Calcutta^ so many highly 
paid offioere are not required. le it not possible for some one of them 
to be i^sent in the court of the additional Presidency Magistrate for an 
hour or so every dayP If it is, I shall keep only one assistant sub¬ 
inspector with two constables who, I think, would be quite able to 
manage the ordinary work of this court. This is my reason for suggesting 
that only Rs. 1,600 should be allowed and I hope the Council will agree. 

Thg Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid I cannot recom¬ 
mend this reduction to the Council. The provision, as 1 have explained, 
is merely consequential to the creation of* a court, of which the Council 
has approved. It seems to me obvious that if we have a court, we must 
staff it with the ordinary attendants who are i>re8ent in other courts. 
The requirements are as stated By Mr. Swinhoe; they are based on the 
practice in other courts, and consistently with that practice are not suscep¬ 
tible of reduction. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

RlU RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur moved ** that the demand 
for police staff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
reduced to Bb. 3,300.” i 

I understand, if I am right, that one inspector, one sub-inspector 
and seven constables are required. I do not know the details of the 
traffic police but this is the detail I have obtained from the Kon’ble 
Member. I do not think that if this item be scrutinised, the House will 
find that an additional staff involving an expenditure of Bs. 6,300 a year 
is requ^ed. This will be a permanent staff later on, if the court of the 
additional Presidency Magistrate is also made a permanent one. The 
expenditure will naturally increase. Only a few minutes ago, I had 
been to'tbe Municipal Magistrates' coui*t to inquire what is the police 
establishment that we have to pay for, that is, the Corporation have to 
pay for the maintenance of order as well as the dignity of the court. 
I am informed that there are two courts on the two wings of the Town 
Hall building and each magistrate has got two constables attached to 
each court, without any sub-inspector, inspector, European sergeants 
and all that paraphernalia. It may be said that the municipal court 
might be a different thing from the traffic court. I admit that.' The 
services of a European sergeant, an inspector, a sub-inspector are not 
required though I admit that a decent number of constables may be requir¬ 
ed, but 1 do not think that the expenditure would come to about Bs. 6,300. 
On this matter, without the details before us, I do not think that we would 
be able to place before the House, or before Government, any well-con¬ 
sidered propos^ as to. the way in which reduction could be effected. 


Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE BiEiailiir: I beg to support 
ibe motion moved by Eai Badba Obaran Pal Babadur. In tbe High 
Court, where there are so many courts, there are only cbaprassis—4 cbap- 
rassis for each Judge. There are only one or two European sergeants 
for the whole court and I cannot conceive why something like Bs. 12,000 
should be sanctioned for two additional Presidency Magistrates’ courts. 
The courts may be side by side and one sergeant for two courts and a 
constable for each of these courts would, I think, be quite enough. I sub¬ 
mit that Rs. 3,300 for this court and Bs. 3,000 for the other in the next 
proposal, that is Bs. 6,300 for a year ought to be quite enough. I, there¬ 
fore, support Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amendment and 1 hope 
that my learned friend who is moving for the refusal of the whole grant 
will withdraw his motion and support this one. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKs I beg to support Bai Badba 
Charan Pal Bahadur’s motion, but I do not know. Sir, if I may be permit¬ 
ted to say that Bs. 300 a month would be quite enough. For the purpose 
of prosecuting, instead of keeping a suh-inspector or an inspector on 
Bs. 300 a month, it would be better to get a junior pleader on Bs. 150 
for prosecuting these cases and with the remaining Bs. 150, we can keep 
some head constables and constables. I know tbat tbe atmosphere of the 
High Court and the atmosphere of these courts are absolutely different. 
Here the police officers have got a good deal to do with the Punjabi chauf¬ 
feurs. That is not exactly the same thing that the people in the High 
Court do. Therefore we ought to have two or three head constables and 
five or six constables. If you engage a junior pleader of some standing 
on Bs. 150 for three hours a day, it would be quite sufficient and the work 
also would he done better. If you spend Bs. 150 on police officers to 
keep guard at tbe court, then Bs. 300' a month or Bs. 3,600 a year 
would be quite sufficient. 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRX WHEELER: This amendment ie very 
nearly the same as the one we have just been discussing, and I must 
oppose it for tbe same reasons, not even being convinced by Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur’s lightning visit to an adjoining court. The estab¬ 
lishment proposed is in accordance with practice, and it is that which 
is recommended by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, whom I am willing 
to accept as the best judge of what is needed. For these reasons I 
deprecate the acceptance of hasty suggestions for a change in procedure 
which is at present working satisfactorily elsewhere. 

I admit one mistake which has been pointed out by Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, in so far as tbe number of constables proposed is 
seven, and not four as mentioned by me. Four is the number m tbe 



A diTuion wm then taken with the following resnlt 

AYES. 


Ahmttfy Kluui iftiiseHr Mauivi WatimiMlii. 
AhiiMdt Mtintlit jAftir. 

AN, MuimIiI Amir. 

ArhAmuNNiR, Mtulvi Kfiandaktr. 

BArma, Rai. Sahito Raatlianaii. 

Bata, Mr t. M. 

Chaudhuri, Baau Klaliari Haliaii* 
Ohaudburi) Mauivi Shah Muhammad* 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harandraaath. 

Dat, Bahtt Bhithmadav. 

Oaa Oupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charaiu 
Dtttta, Babu indtt BhuMian. 

Chaaa, Rai Bahadur J^ndra Chundar. 
Haa, ilmh Syad EmdaduL 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 


Karim, Mauivi Fallal. 

Khan, Babu Ovvtndra Ud. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaBqua Uddin. 
Mahramali, Munthi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Muiiiafc, Babu surandra Nath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Oharan. 

Ray. Babu Bbabandra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharatwar. 

Ray, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan Singh. 
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sallaja Nath. 


NOC8. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Kbvraja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Hon'Ua Sir Surandra Nath. 
Bifiay, Mr U 
Bampaa, Mr. C* H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab taiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Daa, Mr. S.,;n. 

Oaa, Rai Bamdur Amar Nath. 

Day, Mr. O* O. 

Donald, Mr. d. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Cupta, Mr. N. D. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 
damat, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Karr, tha Han'Ma Mr. d. H. 

Lang, MP. d. 

Loot, Mr. D. H. 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Han’Ma. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKaniia, Mr. D. P. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukborjao, Babu Nitya Ohon. 

Nakay, Mina Muhammad All. 
O'Kinaaly, Lt^aL Frodarlak. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr C* F. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd*ur. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kihaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Or. Haaaan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Humyn Shahaad. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Whaalar, tha Hon’bla Sir Honry. 
Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 34, the motion was lost. 

The following motions were then withdrawn:— 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: That the demand for police stafE 
for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be refused.** 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: '^iPhat the demand for 
Police staff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
refused.** 


Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAl “ That the demand for police 
staff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be refused.** 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur moved “ that the demand for 


The grant asked for, yii., Bs. 6,082 has been reduced to Bs. 4,158 by 
the Hon’ble Member. I am thankful for the reduction that has been 
made. 1 desire to point out that the traffic oases, we may say from our 
personal experience, are not casea in which confirmed criminals are 
brought forward for protracted trials. Traffic cases, as we all know, are 
concerned with ticca gharrywallas, motor car drivers and others, who 
break the traffic regulations and for that court, 1 understand, two sub- 
inspectors (now reduced to one), one assistant sub-inspector and four 
constables are required. I do not object to constables. What 1 say is 
this—^that one assistant sub-inspector would be quite enough for preserv¬ 
ing order and maintaining the authority of the stipendiary magistrate 
there. There is another court which is called the juvenile court and 
which to a certain extent, I may say, resembles the traffic court. 1 have 
also some experience of the traffic court where in a body, the offenders 
are brought up for trial and fined. They pay the fine and go away. 1 do 
not think, having regard to the i>oUce that is placed in the juvenile court, 
which is only a couple of constables and only one officer, who lives on the 
top flat and is not generally in attendance in the court except when re¬ 
quired, and also in the municipal courts (the number of cases disposed of 
in these two courts is 400 per month and only two constables are there to 
maintain order) that we require such a number of sub-inspectors and 
assistant sub-inspectors. If I am wrong, I hope I would be corrected. 
For the remaining six or seven months, we require Ba. 4,15^nd when 
the staff is made permanent, it will involve an annual expenditure of 
Bs. 8,000. 1 think, therefore, that this is the time when we should pro¬ 
pose a reduction of the grant to Bs. 3,000 for six months. 

Rai JOGENDRACHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Everything that can 
be said upon this has been said before. I do hope that Babu Eishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay and Babu Surondra 
Nath Bay would withdraw their motions, so that we might go to a 
division at once. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I beg to withdraw the foUow- 
ing motion that stands in my name 

That the demand for police staff for the special stipendiary magis¬ 
trate for the trial of traffic cases be refused.” 

The motion was then withdrawn. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I heg to withdraw the 
following motion that stands in my name:— 


<( 


That the demand for the police staff required for the special 

atinAmliDrv niAmafrntA fnr tha final nf froffiA Aooaa vafiiaa4 ** 



Kumar SHIB tHEKHARESWAR RAYs 1 beg to withdraw the 
following motion that etandfl in my name:— 

“ That the demand for jpolice staff for the special stipendiary magis¬ 
trate for the trial of traffic cases be refused/* 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 beg to withdraw the foUowing 
motion that stands in my name 

** That the demand for the police staff for the special stipendiary 
magistrate for the trial of traffic cases be refused.** 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

The Hon>blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: The motion of Bai Badha 
Oharan Pal Bahadur is Tery similar to that which we have just discussed, 
and the staff now involved is less expensive than that of the proposed 
Additional Presidency Magistrate’s court. It is obvious that if you 
have a court, there must be the usual staff to lay cases before the magis¬ 
trate in the ordinary way. In this instance we are merely asking for. 
one sub-injector, to perform the duties of a prosecutor, and although 
it is true that the accused in traffic cases are not ordinarily confirmed 
criminals, yet such cases are numerous and occasionally may involve 
contradictions in the evidence which require supervision and elucida¬ 
tion by a prosecuting officer. It is an old complaint, that has often been 
made against the administration, that cases on behalf of the police are 
not properly put before the courts, and all we are asking for is one sub- 
inspector. The assistant sub-inspector—rather a new name for what 
in the old days were called writer head-constables—would be mainly 
concerned with office work, and it is surely also obvious that in so far 
as these cases are numerous, there will be a considerable amount of 
office work to do in handling the papers connected with them. Four con¬ 
stables are required for the maintenance of order in the court. I can¬ 
not therefore agree to the reduction proposed. 

A division was then taken ^th the following result. 


AYES. 


AIumS, MvMlii Jefar. 

AK, Muntlii Amir. 

ArliameMiii, Maulvi KheRdefcer. 

Bernw, Rel Sahib Panthanan. 

Chaadhuri, Babu Kishari Meluui. 
Chauiburi, Babu Taabanatli. 

Cliaudhurf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Natiar 
. Rahmaii. 

Chaudhurl, Rai Harandranath. 

Das, Babu Bhithniadtv. 

Da» Qimta, Babu Nibaran Chanlra. 
Dutta, Babu Annada Cbaran. 


Karim, Maulal Failal. 

Makramali, MumM. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Ohandrai 
Maitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Mulliak, Babu turandra Nath, 

Naakar, Baku Nam Chandra. 

Bahlaaran, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Pal, Rai Bahadur RUHa Oharan. 
Ralkat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Rabu Bhabandra Chandra. 

Ray. Babu iurandra Nath. 

Rby, Kumar Chib Bhakharaavar. 



MOit, 


AMVi labu Amvlya OIimm. 

Ali| Mr. SyM NMim. 

Anm, Khan lahadvr Khwaja MatuumA. 
AaiMrjaa, tiM Hm’M* lir attraiHlni NatA. 
■irtay, Mr. L. 

■wnpat, Mr. C. H. 

■AMi Mr. I. M. 

CliauAhart» tha Han'bla tha Nawab laiyiA 
.Nawab Aii, Khan bahadur. 

Daa, Mr. t. R. 

Paa, Ral Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Day, Mr. 0* C. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Faraqui, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

HopkyiM, Mr. W. d. 
damaa, Mr. R. H. L. Lanffard. 

Karr, tha Han'Ma Mr. <1. H. 

Lang. Mr. 4 » 


Uaa» Mr. D. H. 

MabarajadbirajA Bahadur af Burdaaii, 
tha Haa''bia. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaKanMa, Mr. D. P. ' 

Mittar. tha HaR*bla Mr. F. o. 

Muhharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhan a 
Naliay, Mina Mubammad AH. 

O'Kiiiaaly, LtM Fradariak. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. •. t. 

Paynt, Mr. 0. P. 

Rahhn, tha Han'bla Blr Abdmis 
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Ktbauniah 
Chandra. 

Ray, Raja Maniiall Clngh. 

•uhrawardy. Dr. Haaaan. 
tmn, Mr. J. A. L. 

Whaalar, tha Han'bla Bir Hanry. 
Wardswarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes beicg 28 and the Noes 35, the mption was lost. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moyed “that the demand of 
Us. 15,238 for expenditure under head *26.—Police* be refused.** 

1 oppose the demand on principle. When the standing committee 
was appointed for the Police Department, it was understood that any 
extra demand for expenditure on that department would come through 
it. 1 believe that we have no recommendation of the standing committee 
in this case for the expenditure. 

Then again, a new committee will be soon appointed to go into the 
whole question of the poilce expenditure and till then, I think the 
sanctioned police force may be utilised for this work ,* and the expendi¬ 
ture asked for, at present, be held back. I, therefore, move that the whole 
demand be rejected. 


Tha Han'bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: I have just explained in 
detail each item connected with this demand, and it follows from what 
1 have said that I cannot endorse the proposal of the present amend¬ 
ment. The first argument which is advanced is that the demand was 
not laid before the standing committee, but it has been explained more 
than once that the standing committees were‘'created for the. considera¬ 
tion of large questions of policy and not of minor items of expenditure. 
As a matter of fact, two of these items in this demand have no indepen¬ 
dent origin; they are merely subsidiary consequences of the creation 
of these two courts. 

The other general argument adduced is that we should wait till we 
have the result of the report of the Police Retrenchment Committee; but 
it was never contemplated, nor could it be accepted, that we were to hold 
up all expenditure on the police until we received the recommendations 

i.!..!. 1_J_ * 


The following original motioB waa then put and agreed to 

" That a sain of Bs. 16,238 he granted for expenditure under the head 
* 26.—PoUoe ’ on account of the following items:— 

Police staff for the court of an Additional Presidency Hagistrate, 
Bs. 6,300. 

Police staff required for the special stipendiary magistrate for the 
trial of traffic cases, Bs. 4,168. 

Bents, rates and taxes of the premises hired for the Motor Vehicles 
and Hackney Carriages Department, Bs. 4,780.” 

Tha Hon’bto Sir HENRY WHEELER moved ” that a sum of 
Bs. 14,143 be transfered from the head * 26.—^Police * to the head *41.— 
dvil Works in charge of the Public Works Department, for payment 
of the additional cost decreed by the High Court in connection with the 
acquisition of premises, Ko. 113, Upper Circular Boad, for the Calcutta 
PoUce.” 

These premises were acquired in 1918 for the Sukea Street outpost.. 
The original award of the Land Acquisition Judge was raised by the 
High Court by Bs; 14,143. We received notice of that in May, and 
obviously it had to be paid at once or interest would have accrued. We 
accordingly cut the Calcutta,Police Budget by that sum, and propose to 
transfer it to the Public Works head to which it will be properly debited. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

27.—Ports and Pilotage. 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. Kerr) moved ** that a sum of Bs. 10,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head * 27.—Ports and Pilotage ’ for expenditure on the 
Chittagong port which has been declared a minor port.” 

The reasons for this demand are stated in the memorandum which has 
already been circulated to the members. In this connection I should 
like to say a few words with reference to the remark of Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur about the scanty information supplied to the 
members in regard to to-day’s proceedings. That is, I am afraid, 
unfortunately due to a departmental misunderstanding for which I must 
accept the responsibility. We, in the Finance Department, were under 
the impression that each department would circulate memoranda 
explaining its demands; some departments have done so, but other 
departments ha^c not, because they thought that the Financial Depart¬ 
ment would do it for tiiem. I reg'ret that misunderstanding, and steps 
will be taken on future occasions to see that it does not occur again. 

As regards this particular demand, I do not think that I need add 




MINIttER in ohirgt of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (Uio 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mittor) morctd “that a sum of Bs.'68,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head * 31.—Education * for the reTision of the 
pay of the Bihgal Educational Serrice.^ 

As Kumar Shib Shekhareawar Ray and Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
who had given notices of amendments have agreed to withdraw their 
motions, I do not think I need say much on this motion. 

The necessity of this demand has been explained in the memorandum 
that has been circulated to the members of the Council, and the reason is 
that through an oversight this sum was not included in the last budget, 
althoui^ sanction to the increase of pay of the members of the Bengal 
Educational Service was given by the higher authorities in October last. 
I do not think I need say anything further. 

“ The following amendments were then withdrawn:— 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: “That the demand for 
revision of the pay of the Bengal Educational Service be refused.*’ 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for revision 
of the pay of the Bengal Educational Service be refused.^ 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER moved “ that a sum of Rs. 4,00,000 
be transferred from the head ' 47.—Miscellaneous * to the head of * 31.—< 
Education * for the reorganisation of the Subordinate Educational 
Service.** 

Although there is no motion of amendment to this demand, I think 
I should state very briefly to the House what this grant is for. 

The Subordinate Educational Service is very ilbpaid. A committee 

_ • 

was appointed, presided over by Mr. Wordsworth and they submitted 
their report. I have examined the report of the Wordsworth Committee 
and have placed the views of my department before the Finance Depart* 
ment who are now examining the scheme. This lump sum grant, I 
hope, will enable my department to imjirove' the pay and prospects of 
the Subordinate Educational Service during the year—probably from 
September next. There is already a provision for Rs. 3,60,000 in the 
current year’s budget. 

As a result of this reorganisation the Subordinate Educational 
Service as a whole will get an increase of about 90 per cent, on their 
present pay. It is not that the percentage 'of increase will he the same 
in every case: the increase in the case of officers drawing a low salary 
will be very much more than 100 per cent; with regard to the other 
officers the percentage will perhaps be 25 or 30. There is actually 


into tlie details now as the soheme has not yet been passed by the 
Finance Department. However, I can assure the House that by the 
revision of pay proposed by me the prospects of the Subordinate 
Educational Service will be made satisfactory. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


82,—Medical. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA moved ** that a 
sum of Es. 18,600 be- granted for expenditure under the head * 32— 
Medical * on account of the following items:— 

Grants to mufassal hospitals and ^dispensaries, Ks. 15,000. 

Revision of the pay of the. demonstrators of the Medical College 
who are not in the cadre of assistant surgeons, Bs. 3,600.” 

In the iirst place, as regards the mufassal dispensaries, we have 
already provided Rs. 15,000 and this is a further grant of Rs. 15,000. A 
part of the former grant has already been spent: out of this, Rs. 3,000 
was given for medical aid at Chandpur. 

These demonstrators of the Medical College who are not in the cadre 
of assistant surgeons were employed in 1915, and they were placed, 
with regard to their salaries, on the same footing with assistant surgeons. 
In 1919, the pay of the assistant surgeons was raised and they were 
placed in the grade of Rs. 100—300, but the demonstrators remained 
where they were. In the meantime, in 1920, the scale of pay of the 
assistant surgeons was revised and further raised toRs. 200 rising to 
Rs. 450 a month; but these poor demonstrators still remained where 
they were. The idea is to put them on the same footing with the 
Assistant Surgeons. They are four in number, Bengali gentlemen of 
considerable academic distinction—all graduates of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity. pne of them is an M.B. who draws Rs. 150, per mensem, and he 
has been drawing that pay since 1915. There are two other men who 
draws Rs. 120 a month and the last in the list is drawing Rs. 110 a 
month. It is an act of belated justice that we propose doing to these 
deserving men. The House will not be doing the justice to which 
thev are entitled unless this additional grant is sanctioned. The 
revised pay will be oiwrative from 1st June last at a total cost of Rs. 400 

a month. 

The House adjourned at 6-50 f.m. for a short interval. 

The Council re-assembled at 7-5 F.u. 

I*. 

The PRESIDENTS Gentlemen, as I told you. His Excellency the 
Governor has allowed this day for the business of the CouncB up to item 
No. 77 of the revised lust of Business. 'We only reached item No. 61^ 
when the Council was adjourned and the debate was not finished. So 


Tlie following amendment, was then pnt and lost:— 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Tltat tlie dnnand for the 
revision of pay of demonstrators of the Medical CoUegey who are not 
in the cadre of assistant snrgeonsy be refused.” 

The original motion for the demand was then put and agreed to. 

The following amendments were put and lost:— 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; “That the demand for 
the Arapanch drainage scheme be refused.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; “ That the demnad for the 
transfer of Hs.' 80,000 from the head ‘ 33.—^Public Health ’ to the head 
* 42.—Waterways and Embankments—Public Works Department * be 
refused.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to:— 

33.—Publio Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: “To move that 
a sum of Rs. 80,000 be transferred from tbe head * 33.—^Public Health ' 
to the head * 42.—^Waterways and Embapkments—^Public Works 
Department,’ for the following:— 

N 

Arapanch drainage scheme, Rs. 65,000. 

Engineering surveys, Rs. 16,000.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to:— 

35.—Industries. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhurit 
Khan Bahadur). “ That a sum of Rs. 1,06,200 be granted for expendi¬ 
ture under the head * 35.—Industries ’ for payment of grants-in-aid to 
technical schools.” 

A division was taken on the following motion:—. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; “That the demand for the 
construction of a lecture hall and chaukidar’s shed for the mining 
classes at Sitarampur be reduced to Rs. 7,000.’’ 

The result of the division was as follows:— 


AYaa. 


Ahmfd, Munshi Jafar. 

Ali, Mumhi Amir. 

ChaHtfhuri, Khan lahatfur Mauivi HaSiar 
or Rahman. 


CliSM^ Ral laliadur itfsiitfra Chitndtr. 
Makramatl, MihwM. 

Maitra, Dr. datiiMra HaUi. 
rahlawan. aavlvi ua. Ahdui 


N0E9. 


Aiiy, Mby Aavlya P h t m . 

Aful, NAwabada K. M. Khaa ■ahadur. 
All, Hr. tyad Nailm. 

Aianii Khan tahadur .Khvaja Mahamad. 
Banarjaa, tba Han*Ma Sir tarandra Nath, 
birlayi Mr. L. 

■antpas, Mr. C. H. 

■pm, Mr. t. M. 

Cbaudhuri, tba Han’bla tba Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Pahadvr. 

Daa, Babu Bhlthmadtv. 

Daa, Mr. •. R. 

Daa, R'ai Bahadiir Amar Natb> 

Day, Mr. O. «. 

Oanald. Mr. 4 , 

Farequi, Mr. K. 0. Ml 
Cupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkynt) Mr. W. t. 

Jamaa, Mr. R. H. L. Langfard. 

Karim, Ma^lvi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Facial. 

Karr, tba Han'Ma Mr. t. H. 


Khan, Bab» MwndrB 140. 

Ung. Mr. 4. 
uaa, Mr. D. M« 

MaharajadhinUb Bahadur at BardiMn, 

tha Han'Wa. 

Marr, Idr. A. ^ 

MaKanMa, Mr. D. F. 

Mitni, Rai Bahadur Mahandra bhandra. ' 
Mittar, tha Han’bla Mr. F. 0. 

Nahay, Mina Muhammad Ali. 

O’Klnaaly, Fradarlak. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. g. a. 

Fal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Fayna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tha Han'Ma Air AbdHiTN 
Ray, Kumar Bhib ihahharaaa w . 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur KahauaiahCbandra. 
Ray, Raja Manilait gingh. 

Suhraurardy, Or. Haaaan. 
tubrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Bhahaad. 

Whaalar, tha Han'bla Bir Hanry. 
Wardawerth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 8 anti the Noes 42 the motion was lost. 

The following motions were put and lost:— 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: That the demand for 
the construction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the 
mining lecture hall at Sitarampur, be reduced by Rs. 4,350.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA,; ” That the demand for the 
construction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the mining 
lecture hall at Sitarampur, be reduced to Be. 7,000.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS “That the demand for 
the erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of 
lights and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced 
by half.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: “ That the demand for the erec¬ 
tion of wooden partitions and fitting, electnc installations of lights and 
fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced by 
Bs. 16,000.” ^ 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: “ That the demand for the 
erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of lights 
and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced to 
Rs. 20.000.” 

» The following motion, being identical with the-preTious one, failed 
Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for the 
erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of lights 
and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced to 

Rs. 20,000." - "" 

The following motion was put and agreed to:— 


41.—CHril Works. 

The Hon*ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURI, Khan 



head * 36.—^Industriea * to the head ‘ 41.—Civil Works in charge of 
Public Works (Department/ on account of the-following items:— 
Construction of a lecture hall and ohaukidar’s shed for ike mining 
classes at Sitarampv, Bs. 8,528: 

^ Construction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the 
mining lecture hall at'Sitarampur, Bs. 9,350. 

Erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of 
lights and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries, 

Bs. 32,466.» 

Rai JOGENDRA OHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs May I be permitted 
to move that the Council do adjourn ? 

The PRESIDENTS I cannot allow you to do that. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: We prote^ against this. 

{Cries of ** Order,” ** Order.**.) 

The following motions were then put and lost:— 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “That the demand for special 
repairs of Writers* Buildings, Block No. 2, be reduced by one>half.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for special 
repairs of Writers* Buildings, Block No. 2, be refused.** 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for altera¬ 
tions in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street 
for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be reduced 
to Bs. 16,000.” 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: “ That the demand for 
alterations in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street 
for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be reduced 
to Bs. 20,000.” / • 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand for 
the alterations in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur 
Street for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be 
refused.*’ 

The following two motions, being identical witb tbe prerieus one, 
failed:— 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: “ That the demand for alterations 
in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street for the Motor 
Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be refused.” .. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA^ “ That the demand for alterations 
in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street for the 
Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be refused.” 

The following motion was, by leave of tbe Council, withdrawn:— 



The following motion was put and agreed to:— 

Tht Hon'Mt ttit Nawab 8AIYIO NAWAI Ati CHAUDHUitI, 
Khan Bahadur: To move that a sum of Bs. 2»74,5(K) be granted for 
expenditure under the head *4]..—Ciyil Works in charge of the Public 
Works Department' on account of the following items:— 

Construction of buildings for the Agriculture Institute, Dacca, 
Bs. 1,00,000. 

Special repairs to the 2nd floor of Block Bo. 2, Writers’ Buildings, 
Bs. 14,000. 

Alterations in anfl^hdditions to the premises hired in Beniapukur 
Street for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carii^ge Depart¬ 
ment, Bs. 25,000. 

Construction of building for the Calcutta Technical School, 
Bs. 1,25,000. 

Improyement to the Malda Begistration Becord Boom, Bs. 8,000. 

Completion of the Bampal Begistration Building, Bs. 2,600.” 

The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn:— 

Babu INDU BHUSH'AN DUTTAb ” That the demand for trans¬ 
ferring Bs. 1,10,000 from 'non-voted ’ to * voted ’ under the head 

* 41.—Civil Works—Public Works Department * for repairs to the 
Maidan Boads, Calcutta, be reduced to Bs. 30,000.*’ 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ” That the demand for trans¬ 
ferring Bs. 1,10,000 from * non-voted ’ to ‘ voted ’ under the, head 

* 41.—Civil Works—^Public Works Department * for repairs to the 
Maidan Boads, Calcutta, be reduced by one-half.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ” That the demand for trans¬ 
ferring Bs. 1,10,000 from ‘ non-voted ' to ‘ voted ' under the head ‘ 41.— 
Civil Works—Public Works Department ’ for repairs to the Maidan 
Boads, Calcutta, be refused.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to:— 

The HoiPbla the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: ** To move that a sum of Bs. 1,10,000 be transferred 
from * non-voted * to * voted * under the head * 41.—Civil Works in 
charge of Public Works Department * for repairs to the Maidan Boads, 
Calcutta.” 

The PRE8IDENT: If the Council unanimously desire, I can take 
up motion Ho. 78 to-day. If, however, there be any objection, I cannot 
take it up noV. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATIT RAY: I object to its being taken up 
to-day. 

AiQoumiiiMit 


PrwMdiwgi of 'Hit Bengal Lag<sl>tfvt CawioU asaambM widar tha 
proYiMons of the Government of India Aot. 

s 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 18th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hou’ble the three Ministers, and 65 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Question. 

(to which an oral answer was given). 

M^ammadans and the rate-payers and Commissioners of the 

Calcutta Corporation. 

•LV. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDf (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in chargee of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the number of rate-payers and the number of voters in 
each ward of the Calcutta Municipality and the number of Muhammadan 
rate-payers and the number of Muhammadan voters in each ward of the 
said Municipality, describing the wards consecutively? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state the names of 
Muhammadan, non-Muhammadan and Christian Commissioners in the 
present year in each ward of the Calcutta Municipality by election and 
the names of the aforesaid Commissioners in the present, year appointed 
by nomination ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state-^ 

(t) the names of the elected Commissioners in each ward of the 

Calcutta Municipality for the last 12 years; 

(u) the names of the nominated Commissioners in the Calcutta 

Municipality during the last 12 years; and 

(m) why only three Muhammadan gentlemen have been noxninated 
as Commissioners this year.| 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (tlw Hon'bM Sir Surondra Natli Banorjoa): (a) A state¬ 
ment (No. I)* is laid on the library table. 



(&) A Btatem^ (No. II)* is laid on the library table. 

(o) (i) and A'^ststemBfiT (I$o. Ill)* is laid od tli« library table, 
(ui) The member is referred to the answer ^iren to clause. (6) of 
unstarred question No. 220. 

UnsUrrod Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Appointments for depressed classes to certain postju 

250. BabU BHISHMADEV DA8: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to say whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of reserving a certaip 
percentage of the posts in the various departments for siiitable candi¬ 
dates of the depressed classes, as has been done in the case of Kuham- 
madans ? 

(&) WiU the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state the number 
of duly qualified candidates of the depressed classes who applied for 
nomination to the posts of police sub-inspector, sub-registrar, deputy 
magistrate and sub-deputy magistrate during the last five years from 
the district of Faridpur, and how many of them were appointed ? 

(c) Is the Hom^ble the Member aware of a feeling of discontent and 
lack of incentive amongst the depressed classes on account of the failure 
of their graduates and under-graduates in obtaining suitable Oovern- 
mBht employment ? 

MEMBER in Charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (u) I'he member is refeiTed to the 
answer given to the question asked by him on the 14th March last. The 
policy of Government is indicated therein, and they do not consider 
that any further action in the matter is necessary. 

(i^ So far as can be ascertained, during the past five years the candi¬ 
dates from the Namasudra community from Faridpur for the services 
named numbered as follows;— 

Bengal Civil Service ... ... ... 5 

Subordinate Civil Service ... ... ... 4 

Police, sub-inspectorship ... ... ... 22 

Sub-registrarship ... ... 4 

Only one of tbese secured an appointment of a Sub-registrarsbip in 
191S. 

(c) No. 





Expenditura on polloe louiwhos. 

2B1«. .Nawabxada K. M. AFZAL, khan BiOiadtifE Will the Hen’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement, district by district, showing the number of police 
launches in Bengal and the annual expenditure incurred for— 

(t) staff; and 

(u) launches? 

MEMBER in Charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Sir 
Henry Whoaler): A statement is laid on the table. 


8tat$msnt referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 251 show¬ 
ing district hy district the number of police launches in Bengal and 
tJw annual expenditure incurred for (i) staff and (li) launcliss. 
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. MEMBER in ebwse of DEPARTMENT of FINANtt (tbo Hon’blo 
Mr. KERR) moved “that a sum of Ks. 7,50,000 be transferred 
from tho lump provision of Bs. 45,61,000 under the head,' 47.—Miscel- 
laneous * to ^e various major heads to which the charges are debitable 
to meet the cost of the revision of the pay of the menial establishment 
with eftect fi'om the Ist July, 1921/' 

This is the first occasion on which the Council has been asked to take 
action on the report of the committee which was appointed by Govern- 
nient to advise on the revision of the pay of the permanent ministerial 
ofiioem and menials in Bengal. I am sure that the Council will agree 
with me that the committee's repoi’t is a monument of industry and 
thoroughness. There will no doubt be difierences of opinion about 
details, but I thiTilr that every one will agree that the committee have 
tackled their difficult task in a most thorough and comprehensive manner. 
These remarks apply equally to the minute of dissent by llai Mahendra 
Chandra Hitra Bahadur which, as the Council will observe, is almost as 
lengthy as the main report and deals with the problems placed before the 
committee in the same thorough and careful manner. To-day, I am ask¬ 
ing the Council to consider only the case of the menial servants. These 
proposals are dealt with in Chapter III qf the committee's report and in 
the corresponding portion of the minute of dissent. The proposals, placed 
before the Counoxl'now, have nothing to do with the ministerial officers. 
That is a much more complicated problem on which we shall have to get 
the opinions of a large number of officers before we can place our own pro¬ 
posals before the Council. We have already taken steps to secure these 
opinions and the scheme will be laid before the Council at a later date. So 
far as the menials are concerned, our proposals are contained in the some¬ 
what lengthy memorandum which was placed in the hands of members of 
this Council a few days ago. I do not propose to go through the memoran¬ 
dum in detail. The most important menial establishments, both numeri¬ 
cally and otherwise, are the establishment menials, the process-servers 
and the contingency menials. In the case of these people, we have made 
very liberal increases indeed. Before the war, they were getting from 
Bs. 6 to Bs. 10. During the war and since the war, various additions 
have been made to iheu pay and we now propose to put them on scales 
varying from Bs. 13 to Bs. 22. We have made the proposals of the 
committee and of Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra'Bahadur more liberal in 
one respect in that we have proposed the abolition of the G class districts 
(vis., the districts of )4^dnapore, Birbhum and Bankura), where the pay 
of the menials has alv^ys been on a lower scale than that of the menials 
in the rest of th4 province. The justification for this was that the rates 
of wages for ordinary labour are undoubtedly lower in those districts 


be a conyenient opportuaity to do away liiili the complication of tliesa G 
class districts. The total result of our proposals regarding the pay of 
these menials an increase of 103 per cent, over rates. In the 

case of process-seryers, the increase is 169 per cent. A document has 
been circulated among the members of the Council about process-seryers 
asking that their pay should be fixedat Bs. 30 to Bs. 50 a month. The pay 
which we propose to give them ranges from Bs. 16 to Bs. 22 a month, and 
this, as I haye said, constitutes an increase of 159 per cent, oyer pre-war 
rates. I trust that the Council will agree that this is sufficient; at any 
rate I feel that this is as much as we can afford in our present finano^ 
situation, and to give more would be nothing else but extrayagance. 
We propose to give the new rates of pay with effect'from the let of July, 
that is to say we must make budget provision in the current year for 
eightudonths* pay at the new rates. The total average cost of our pro¬ 
posals is about Bs. 84,000 a month, so that we should require about Bs. 7 
lakhs to meet the average cost of the scheme for eight months. But 
the average cost of schemes of this kind including time-scales is generally 
less than the actual cost- on introduction, because a considerable nhmber 
of men of the existing establishment are men with long service who 
will'come near the top of the time-scale. It is on this account that we 
are asking for a sum of Bs. 7} lakhs which will be provided out of the 
lump provision of Bs. 45,61,000 under the head **47.-^Miscellaneous” 
in the budget. I trust that the Council will agree that the sum which 
we are asking for is reasonable and not excessive m^e circumstances. 

The motion was theirput and agreed to. 


Prorogation. . 

The PREIIDENT: I am to remind members that the election to the 
special Police Committee will be held to-morrow, the polling to commence 
at 11-30 A.M. 

I am also asked to announce that His Excellency the Governor declares 
the Council to he prorogued to the 29th August, 1921, at 3 p.m., at the 
Town Hall, Calcutta. 

_ ^ ‘ 

The members then dispersed. 





GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawbence John Lumlet JDundas, 
Earl of Ronaldshay, G.C.I.E. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henri- Wheeler, K.O.S.I., K.C.I.E., O.S.I., Vice- 
President, in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political. ” 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. European Education. 

The Hon'ble Sir Buat Chanu Mahtae, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., 1.0.M., 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in charge of the following 
portfolios: — i 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. liand Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded areas. 

The Hou'ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, C.S.I., C.I.E., in charge of the following 
portfolios:— 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and reserved Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

The Hon’ble Sir Ard-ur-Rahim, Et., in charge of the following port¬ 
folios :— 

1. Judicial. 

2. Jails. 

3. Emigration. 

4. Immigration. 


f 



MINISTERS. 


Tlie Hon’ble Sir Sukkrdka Nath Baiibrjba, Et., in charge of the 
following portfolios:— 

Local Self'Ooyemment and Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Faovash Ghunder Mitteb, G.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolio:— 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab S.aYiD Nawab Ali Ohaudhubi, Ehan Bahadur, 
C.I.E., in charge of the following portfolios:— 

Agriculture and Public Works. 



VEINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 

# 

PSESID£NT. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir Stkd Shahs-ul-Huda« E.C.I.E. 

Dbputy-Phbsidbnt. 

Babu StTKEND&A Nath Rat. 


Secretary to the Council—0. Tixdali., C.I.E., I.C.S. (semces 
placed temporarily at the disposal of the Goyermneni of India, Legis¬ 
lative Department, 29th April 1921). A. M. Htitchison (offg.). 

Assistant Secretary to the Council— ^E. N. Mazumdab (oSg.). 

Registrar to the Council—J. W. McKay* 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


A 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dbotie. ^Bengal National CbambeT of Comnierce.) 
Afsal, Khan Bahadur Nawabzada K. M. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed^ Maulvi Azaharuddin. [Bakargauj West (Muliammadau).] 
Ahmed, MaulTi Emaduddin. [Kajshahi South (Muhammadan ).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Mesbah XJddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi TJddin. ••[Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Munahi Jafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir. [Bakargauj North (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Maulvi Syed Muksood. [24-Farganas Municipal North (Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Ali, Mr. Syed Erfan. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Syed Naaim, [24-Pargana8 Rural (Muhammadanl.] 

Ali, Munshi Amir. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Ayub. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. [Mymensingh West (Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. [Dacca East Rural (Muham¬ 
madan).] 


B 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Parganas 
Municipal ( Non-Muhammadan ). ] 

Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. [Birbhum (Non-Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Banna, Rai Sahib Panchanan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H, (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Rai Bahadur Nalinaksha. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Beadel, Mr. C. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 

Bhattacbarji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-OfBcial—Labour¬ 
ing Classes.) 

BirUj Babu Qhaneshyam Das. (Nominated Non-Official.) 

Biss, Mr. E. E. (Nominated Official.) 

Bompas, Mr. C. H. (Nominated Official.) 

BoftA. Mr. S. M. tMvmensinfirb East (Non-Muhammadan).l 


G 


Carey} Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cathcart, Mr. M. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Chanuakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Eishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhun, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Ehan Bahadur Maulvi Ha&sar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranaili. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan ). ] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Aahutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Mxihammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Myinensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Cochran, Mr. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) . 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Currie, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 


D 

Das, Babu Bhishmadev. (Nominated Non-official—Depressed Classes.) 
Das, Mr. S. R. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. (Nominated Official). 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham¬ 
madan).] 

De, Babu Eanindralal. [Hooghly cum Howrah Riu^l (Non-Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, Mr. J. (Nominated Offical.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder. [Baukura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan ). ] 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ihitta, Babu Indu Bhushan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 
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G 


Ghatak, Bai Sahib Nilmani. [Malda (Kon-Muhammadan).] 

Ghose, Mr. D. C. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta ITniversity). 
Gordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association). 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. (Nominated Official). 

H 

Haq, Maulvi A. E. Faal-ul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq,^MaulTt Ekramul. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Md. Madassur. [Burdwan Division North 
(Muhammadan). ] 


4 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Janah, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

KeiT, the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. [Mymensingh East (Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhhammadan).] 
Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
North (Muhammadan).] 


L 

Lang, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Lannour, Mr. F. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Law, Raja Resheo Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon’ble. (Member, Execu¬ 
tive Council.) 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 



Mitra» Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan ). ] 

Mitter, the Hon’hle Mr. Provash Chunder. (Minister, Presidency 
Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan. ) ] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Bhon. [Howrah Municipalities (Non-Muham¬ 
madan.)] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-Official—The Indian 
Christian Community.) 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muham¬ 
madan.)] 

'MuUick, Babu Nirode Bebary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan.)] 

MuUick, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

N 

Nakey, Mirsa Muhammad Ali. [24-Pargana8 Municipal South (Muham¬ 
madan ). ] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Pargana8 Rural Central (Non-Muham- 
madan). ] 


P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. [Calcutta East (Non-Muham- 
madau).] 

Payne, Mr. C. F. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Babu Reshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Pugh, Colonel A. J. [Presidency and Burdwan (Eui’opean).] 

R 

Rae, Mr. W. R. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

Raheem. Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Non-Official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Ad-ur. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Beb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 


Bay,- Kumar SKib Shekhareswar. (Bajshalii Landholders.) 

Bay, Bai Bahadur XTpendra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Bay Chaudhuri, Bahu Brojendra Kishor. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-Official 

Labouring Classes.) 

Bay Choudhury, Baja Manmatha Nath. [Mymensingh Wesjt (Non* 
Huhammadan). ] 

Roy, Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Boy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. [Karidpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Boy, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Boy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Boy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. J. E. (Bengal Chamber oi Commerce.) 

Boy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan.. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Tialit Mohan Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Boy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Boy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. [Jessorb North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. [Rangimr (Non-Muhammadon).] 
Sarkar, Babu Bishindra Nath. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham¬ 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Swan Mr. J. A. L. (Nominated Official.) 

T 

Travers, Mr. W. L. [Bajshahi (European).] 

W 

Watson-Smyth, Mr. R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Wheeler, the Hon’ble Sir Henry. (Member, Executive Council.! 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Nominated Official.) 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Fourth Session.) 

VOLUME IV. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Konday, the 39th August, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

I 

The Hon^ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 101 nominated 
and elected Members. 


Ocdhs. 

The following members took an oath of allegiance to the Crown:— 

Mr. F, C. French. 

Mr. £. E. Biss. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon*ble Naiwab Sir Syed Sham^ul-Huda); 

Gentlemen, in accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Buies, I nominate the following members of the 
Council to form a panel of four chaiimen for the ensuing session, namely, 

Sir Asutosb Chaudhuri, 

Mr. B. M. Watson-Smyth, 

Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, and 
Maulvi A. K. Faisl-ul Haq- 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member amongst them present, 


starred Quastiona 

(to which oral answers ware given), 

Calcutta University Budget. 

*1. Blbu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the fact that the budget of the University of Calcutta is placed 
before the Senate several months after the commencement of the finan¬ 
cial year? 

(2;) What steps are being taken to ensure a more regular procedureP 

(c) Is it a fact that in November or December, 1920, the University 
of Calcutta pledged with the Bank of Bengal Government Treaauiy 
Bills of the value of rupees two lakhs held in deposit in a Special Fund 
as security against overdrafts P 

(d) Has the University authority to hon*ow money on the security 
of the Treasury Bills appertaining to the Special hNindP 

(e) If not, what action are the Goveniment taking in the matter 
to prevent such dealings on the part of the University in future? 

(/) Was the borrowing of money by the University on the security 
of the above Treasury Bills done with the previous sanction of the 
Senate P 

(y) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
the resolutions, if any, of the Senate and Syndicate of the University 
in the matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
HofPMo Mr, P. C. Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(6) None. 

(c), (d), (f) and {g) The member is referred to the published pro¬ 
ceedings of the University and to the statement laid on the library 
table at this meeting supplementing the answer to unstarred question 
No. 188, which was asked at the meeting of this Council on the 
4th July, 1921. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

Civil and Military Assistant Surgeons. 

•II. Dr. 4ATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (n) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the number of appointments of Civil Surgeons specially 



(6) Are the Civil aud Military Assistant Snrgfeons, having special 
knowledge in different branches of tropical medicine, eligible for 
appointment as professors in the School of Tropical Medicine P 

(c) If so, will they be entitled to the same emoluments and privi¬ 
leges as other professors there ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the designation of service of Assistant Sur¬ 
geons has been recently changed from “ Subordinate Medical Service ” 
to “Bengal Medical Service (Upper) 

(c) Does the Government intend to mean by this change of name 
that it is a provincial medical service on the same footing as other 
provincial services ? 

(/) Will the officers of the •Bengal Medical Service (Upper) be still 
styled as “ Assistant Surgeons ” or simply as “ Dr. X.Y.Z., Bengal 
Medical Service (Upper),“ as recommended by the Public Service 
ConimissiohP 

(^) Is there any difference in the allowance granted to Civil and 
Military Assistant Surgeons while serving as Medical Officers on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Civil Assistant Surgeons so appointed are 
allowed free railway passes in the second class, and the Military Assis¬ 
tant Surgeons are allowed free railway passes in the first class, and, if 
so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasous for this 
preferential treatment ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of Local SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surondra Nath Banerjea): (a) The 

number is 7 for Civil Assistant Surgeons and 5 for Military Assistant 
Surgeons. 

(6) and (c) The question of the appointment of professors is under 
the consideration of the Government of India, and this Government is 
not at present in a position to make a statement. 

(d) and («) Yes. 

(/) Officers of the service will be entitled to affix the designation 
“ Bengal Medical Service (Upper) “ to their names and to prefix the 
designation of “ Doctor “ if they are entitled to it either by right or 
courtesy. 

(ff) No special allowance is granted on account of railway duties. 
They receive pay and allowances in virtue of their rank or class. 

(h) Second class free passes over home and foreign railways are 
given to all Military and Civil Assistant Surgeons, with the exception 


Reoord-tuppliars. 

*111. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleatsed to state— 
(t) whether any distinction was introduced in the year 1919 under 
the provisions of article 396 of the Civil Service Regula- 
tions by classifying the service of the record-suppliers in the 
Secretariat as ** superior service;” and 
(it) whether an ad-interim allowance of 30 per cent, was given to 
them, and not war allowance, which was given to the menials? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): (i) The record suppliers of the Bengal Secretariat were trans¬ 
ferred from inferior to superior service on the 29th July, 1919. 

(ft) War allowance was given to them up to Ulst March, 1920, subse¬ 
quent to which they received ad^interim allowance at 30 per cent. 


Diet allowance in Medical College Hospital. 

•IV, Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of T^ocal Self-Government be pleased to state 
the amount of daily diet allowance per head for— 

(t) Indian; 

(u) Anglo-Indian; and 

(ut) European patients 

in the Medical College Hospital? 

(h) Are Indian patients admitted into the Presidency General 
Hospital? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) 8 annas for 
Indians and Re. 1 for Europeans and Anglo-Indians. 

(&) The admission of patients is governed by rule 67 of the Rules 
for the Management of the Hospital, which is as follows: ” The Hospi¬ 
tal is intended for the treatment of Europeans, but other cases may be 
admitted under the orders of the Superintendent, if of extreme Tirgency.” 

Subordinate staff of the Sundarbans area of the 
Irrigation DepartnMnt. 

•V. BMlu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state the numbers 
of subordinate officers employed in the Sundarbans area of the Depart¬ 
ment? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 



MEMBER in ohwgn of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon'blo the Maluini|Mlhira|a Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) There are no 
Irrigation Department subordinates who arc exclusively employed on 
Irrigation Department work in the Sundarbans. When urgent occa> 
sions arise, subordinates are specially deputed temporarily. 

(5) No. 


Rajbansis of Rangpur. 

*VI, Babu JOGE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Deimitment l)e ideused to 
state the number of Kshatriyas (Rajbansis) in the distiict of Rangpur, 
and also how many of them are jiow in the employment of Government 
9.3 judicial, executive or ministerial officers? 

(6) Will the Hoi^ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
soldiers contributed by the above community to the Bengali Regiment 
during the war, and how many discharged soldiers among this com* 
munity have been given suitable employment under the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*blO 8tr Henry Wheeler): (a) The R«ijbansia in the Rangpur district 
number 477|^121. There are no members of this class employed in the 
judicial or the executive service. In the Rangpur district three are 
, employed as ministerial officers and ten as police constables. The 
number employed outside the Rangpur district has not been ascertained. 

(b) The number of recruits enrolled in the Bengali Regiment from 
the above community in the district of Rangpur is reported to have beer. 
69. Information as to the number who received employment under 
Government is not on record. 


Well irrigation. 

•VII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY, Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be' 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desir* 
ability of making an experiment with well irrigation in those parts ci 
Bengal where canal or tank irrigation is impossible? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
tube-well has been tried for irrigation purposes in Bengal? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of experimenting in this direction in 
Bengal? 

The Hofi*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR M 



Committoe on Publio Aooounts and next year’s Budget. 


*VIII. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA; WiU the 

Hon’ble tlie Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether he intends to consult the Standing Committee on 
Public Accounts in preparing the next budget? 

The Hon’Me Mr. KERR; The functions of the Committee on Public 
Accounts, as laid down in the Devolution Rules and in the Bengal 
liOgislative Council Rules and Standing Orders, are conc/emed purely 
with expenditure and have nothing to do with the preparation of the 
budget. Government do not, therefore, propose to take the action 
suggested in the question. 

•» 

Committee on Budget estimates. 

•IX. BMlu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Financ-e be pleased to state if 
it is the intention of the Government to constitute a Finance Com- 
mittee, consisting of some non-official and official members of the 
Council, for the purpose of assisting and advising Government in the 
preparation of the budget estimates ? 

Tha Hen’bla Mr. KERR; Government have no present intention of 
adopting the course suggested in the question, but the procedure to be 
followed in framing next year’s budget has not yet been settled. 


Railway station between Tarakeswar and Bahirkhund. 

•X, Ra|a MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Ts the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Public Works aware of the great 
inoonvenience to the public owing to there being no railway station 
between the stations Bahirkhund and Tarakeswar? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the public of that place 
approached the railway authorities in this matter, but owing to the 
great war, the scheme was dropped for the time, though it was sanc¬ 
tioned P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway Board to make necessary arrangements for the establislment 
of a railway station by the name of “ Baligore ” at nn early date? 

MINISTER in ohtrgs of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 (thr 
Hon’blo tho Nawab Balyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) The question of inconvenience to the public has not been brought 

A* xl.- n - - ■ 



(c) The prospects of goods and passenger tramt; do not warrant the 
immediate jn^oyision of a new station; and Government do not there- 
fme consider that they would be justified in moving the Bailway Board 
in the matter. 

Separation of Jiidioial and Executive services. 

•XI, Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; WUl the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken to give effect to the resolution of this Council 
regarding the separation of judicial and executive services and 
functions P 

The Hon^Ma Sir HENRY WHEELER. A copy of the resolution 
indicating the action proposed to be taken by Government in this matter 
is laid on the table. 


Resolution referred to in the reply to starred question No. XI. 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

i 

Appointment ospartmsnt. 

CAIX^iUTTA, THE 19th AUGUST, 1921. 

HESOLUTION—No. 6287A. 

Thb Governor in GonncO lias had under consideration the action to be taken on the 
following rosolutiou which was carried at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Council held on the 6th April 1921 : — 

This Council recommends to the Goremnkont that early steps be taken for the 
total separation of the judicial from the executive functions in the administration uf 
this Presidency. *’ 

He local Government adhere to the view expressed on their behalf in Council that, 
as a preliminary step, it is desirable that a committee should be formed to elaborate a 
practical working scheme for the separation of executive and judicial functions in the 
administration of Bengal and to report on the cost thereof. Upon receipt of theii 
report it will be possible to decide upon a line of future action with a more definite 
appreciation of what is actually involved than is at present practicable. The 
committee tvhioh the Governor in CounoU has decided to appoint for the purpose will 
be composed aa follows: — 

The Hon'blo Bfr. Justice W. E. Greaves, Bar.-at-Law, Trssideni. 

Mr. F. C. French, o.s.i., i.o.s. 

9ir Ashutosh Ohaiidhnri, St., 

Dr. A. Sohrawardy, ic.l.o. 

Baja Bfanmatha Nath Ray Choudhury of Santosh, 


ORDBR.-^rdered that a copy of the reBolution be forwarded to the President 
and each member of the committee for infcmnation. 

ORDERED alto that the retolntion be published in the CaleuHa Otudte for 
general information. 

By order of the GoTemor in Connoil, 

J. DdNALD, 

Chief Seereta-ry to the Government of Benffol (O/fp.). 

Madaripur bil route embanicment. 

*XH. Babu FANINDRALAL DE; (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that a breach has 
recently occurred in the embankment of the hil route in the Faridpnr 
district between Baultali and OlpurP 

(h) Is the Hon*ble the Member aware that the breach has catiaed, 
and is still causing, extensive damages to the crops on the eastern side 
of the canal ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the captioiiy of the 
improved canal is not sufficient to discharge properly the volume of 
water coming down from the north, and there is often a difference of 
level as much as two cubits between the two sides of the embankment, 
the result being a flooding of the tracts in the north and west of the 
canal and the destruction of crops on the other sid^ whenever a breach 
occurs P 

(d) Is there any arrangement for reooiding the water levels on the 
two sides of the embankment ? 

(e) Is the Hon’hle the Member aware that the gates are neither suffi* 
cient nor very safe for the country boats P 

(/) Is there any record of the number of boats capsiiiug in any 
year when passing through the gates P 

(g) Is it a fact that breaches have occurred on several occasions 
durin'g the last few years P 

(h) What steps, if any, are the Government taking to mitigate the 
distress, and the abovementioned inconveniences of the people, and to 
indemnify them in the affected areaP 

The Hoit>bl6 the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes, from a surreptitious cut by yillagers. 

(6) Xo extensive damage is apprehended. 

(c) The works in connection with the Madaripur channel have not 
affected the flooding of the tracts to the north and west of the canal to 
any appreciable extent and do not affect the crops grown there ordi* 


(d) Tea; gauges are fixed and obserrations are recorded. 

(e) The cross drainage works are considered faii'ly sufficient and 
additional waterways will be provided if it is found necessary at any 
time at particular localities. The locks are safe. 

(/) No records are maintained and no reports of boats capsisin^ in 
the locks have been received. 

(g) Yes; since the construction of the embankment two cuts have 
been made previously by villagers and there were extensive breaches 
in the cyclone of September, 1919. 

(h) No general question of compensation arises for which action by 
Government is necessary. As regards individual cases of loss as a 
result of cuts or breaches the question of compensating will be dealt with 
by the local officers where the I^blic Works Department is responsible. 

School of Tropical Medicine. 

*XIII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether there are any arrangements for taking in Indians as 
assistants for research work in the School of Tropical Medicine ? 

(6) If so, how many Indians are wbrking there in such ca]mcity at 
the present moment? 

The Hon^blc Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(h) There are at present five Indians engaged on research work, 
three as assistants and two as research scholars. 

SubordiiMto Educational Service. 

*XIV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state the scales of salary for different classes of officers in the improved 
Subordinate Educational Service, shortly to be introduced? 

The HofFMe Mr. F. 0. MITTERs Details are being worked out, and 
it is expected that orders will soon be jmssed, but Government are not 
able to give details at present. 

EdiHMtionsI Service Scheme. 

•XV. Uttu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state (a) from what date the new scheme regarding the Educational 


Tho Hon^bte Mr* P* Ct MITTERs The scheme is under considera' 
tion, its details being worked out, and it is hoped to i«sue GoTemmenl 
orders soon. The date cannot be stated. 


Ragistration Department. 

*XVI. Biribu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
that much hardship is being felt by the members of the several grades 
of the Registration Department on account of the high prices of the 
necessaries of life ? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
reorganisation and improvement of the Department is to be taken in 
hand? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
proposed scheme for reorganisation before final acceptance will be pub* 
lished in the Gazette, and the officers concerned and the public will be 
given an opportunity of submitting any representation, if necessary ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that-^ 

(t) the District Sub-Registrars will be given an allowance only, 
and no permanent increment to their pay; 

(tt) no time-scsde increment is going to be allowed to the District 
Sub-Registrars and that the grade system is being retained; 
and 

(iit) the special grades for the District Sub-Registrars are going to 
be abolished P 

The Hoffi*bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) A scheme has been prepared and is now under consideration. 

(c) It is not proposed to take this course, which would lead to 
delay in issue of orders. 

(d) (t), (tt) and (iit) No decision has yet been arrived at by 
Government. 


Light reilway from Contai to Contai Road* 

•XVII. Babu BUOY PR08AD 8INGH ROY: WUl the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to state whether the construction of a light railway from Contai to the 


The Hon’ble the Nmrab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
KImui Bahadur! The Goveniinent of Bengal have no information aa to 
when the construction of the line will he taken up or by whom. 

The gauge and the alignment were approved by the Beng^ Govern* 
ment in 1918. 


flute lands. 

*XVIII. B^ BUOY PR08AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Indiistries be pleased to say whether he is in a position to give any 
reasons for the sudden decrease in the area of jute lands in Bengal f 
(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of fixing a 
minimum price of jute f 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’Ue the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur): (a) The member is referred to' the Director of Agri¬ 
culture’s preliminary forecast of the jute crop in Bengal, 1921, a copy 
of which is laid on the library table. 

(6) No. 


Imperial and Bengal police services. 

*XIX. Babu BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the officers of the Imperial Police Service, brought out &om 
the United Eingdom, and who are allotted to Bengal, receive their 
training at Sarda Police Training College along with the officers of the 
Provincial Service, and whether there is any distinction in the training 
of the officers of the two grades of the service? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
affirmative. There is no distinction in the tmining of the officers of 
the two grades, except that the deputy superintendents are not required 
to take the vernacular course; mainly on this account the duration of 
their course is fourteen months as compared with eighteen in the case 
of Assistants. 


Schama of focal aalf-governmefit for Darjeeling district. 

*XX. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (o) With reference to the speech of the 



the Hon’ble the Hember in charge of the Appointment Department he 
pleased to state what are the orders of the Secretary of State foi 
India oh which the Government of Bengal propose to take executive 
action regarding a scheme of local self-government for the Darjeeling 
district ? 

(h) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table the 
correspondence that has passed between the Government of Bengal, the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State for India, on the 
subject of the exclusion of the Darjeeling district from the Reforms 
Scheme ? 

(c) Will the 9on*ble the Member be pleased to furilish detailed 
information about the scheme of local self-government that is being 
worked out by the Government for the Darjeeling district? 

(d) Will the above scheme be submitted for suggestion and criti¬ 
cism from the puHic before being finally adopted ? 

The Hon*ble8ir HENRY WHEELERS (a) and (h) Government ore 
not prepared to publish the correspondence. The scheme of local self- 
government for Darjeeling was initiated by the local Government. 

(c) As a detailed scheme has not been worked out it is impossible 
to give detailed information; it is at present proposed to establish a 
District Board and Local Boards under the Local Self-Government Act 
of 1886. 

(d) It has not yet been decided whether the scheme \^ill be pub¬ 
lished for criticism before being finally adopted. If the Local' Self- 
Government Act of 1886 is applied, publication would be unnecessary. 

Cinchona plantations. 

•XXI, Mr, 8. M. BOSE; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state whether there is any proposal for the sale or transfer of the cinchona 
plantations under the Government of Bengal to the Government of 
India? 

(6) If the answer is in the afiiimative, will the Hon’ble the Member 
Vie pleased to lay on the table the correspondence that has passed in this 
matter between the local Government and the Government of India? 

(c) Will the Hon'^ble the Member be pleased to state the terms of 
the proposed transfer of the cinchona plantations to the Government of 
India? 

(d) Are the Goveinment considering the desirability of laying the 
miatter before the liegislative Council and of consulting the opii^ion of 


MEMBER in ohvgl of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [Land 
Rovonuo (tho Hon’blo tho Maharajadhira|a Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) and (6) The memhere is referred to the answers to (a) and (c) of 
starred question II asked by Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitru Bahadui* at 
the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 1st April, 1921. 

(c) The Qovemment of Bengal made a definite offer to the Gbvem- 
ment of India in 1919 and the matter is still under correspondence. 
But an inquiry is being made of the Government of India whether they 
have any objection to the publication of the proposed terms of transfer. 

(d) As the matter was fully considered by this Government before 
the offer was made, it is not proposed to lay it before the Ijegislative 
Council. 

iRipectoli of Bengal Police. 

*XXII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the - Police Bepartment aware that great dis¬ 
content has been created amongst the inspectors of the Bengal police by 
the recent announcement regarding their pay? 

(6) Is it a fact that in the case of the sister services, such as the Sub¬ 
ordinate Civil Service and inspectors of excise, the pay of these services 
has been fixed at a much higher rate than that of the inspectors of 
l>olice? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for this difference in pay ? 

(d) Bo the Government propose to reconsider the question of further 
increment of pay of inspectors of the Bengal police to bring it to the 
level of the sub-deputy collectors? If not, will the Government be 
pleased to state their reasons for not doing so P 

(s) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether they 
are going to extend the privilege already granted to sub-deputy collectors, 
of treating the latter as gazetted officers to other appointments like 
inspectors of police? 

(/) WiB the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the memorial submitted by the inspectors of police for their further 
increments of iiay together with any orders passed thereon? 

(p) Is it a fact that the European inspectors get a monthly allow¬ 
ance of Bs. 50 which is not given to the Indian officers? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for this distinction? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the prosent pro* 
portion of promotion of inspectors to higher rank (viz., deputy superin¬ 
tendents) in relation to the total cadre of the two respective services? 

The Hon’Ue Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government are aware 


(6) and (c) The pay of sub^eputy collectors and of inspectors of 
excise and salt is Be. 160 rising ultimately to Re. 400 with a selection 
grade of 3 per cent, of the cadre on Bs. 460 a month. Inspectors of 
police receive Rs. 175 rising to Bs. 300. They also get rent-free quarters 
or an allowance in lieu thereof* and a conveyance allowance, privileges 
which are not granted to all sub-deputy collectors or inspectors of excise 
and salt. In other respects, too, the circumstances of these services 
differ. With the exception of a few court inspectors, police inspectors 
are not directly recruited but attain that rank by promotion from sub- 
inspector or sergeant. 

(d) Government will examine the position. 

(e) No. 

(/) A copy dated April, 1920, is placed on the library table. 

{g) and (h) No. The facts are as stated in the answer to question 
No. 24 at a meeting of the Council on the 27th March, 1919. 

(i) The present proportion of inspectors promoted to the rank of 
deputy superintendent is 6 *6 per cent. 


Unstarred QuttUons 

(antwart to which wore laid on the table). 

Mittord Hospital, Dacca. 

1. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) WiU the 

Hoii’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether there is any prescribed hour for 
the attendance of the doctors in Dacca Mitford Hospital? 

(b) If so, are such rules duly observed? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware of a public impression which 
exists that it.is necessary for patients to make payments for treatment 
in the said hospital ? 

(d) If so, what steps are being taken to remove the impression? 

(e) Is there any truth in the rumour that it is the practice in the 
said hospital to settle terms privately before any major operations are 
performed ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister awu^.of the fact Hiat Hie rooms in 
the paying wards are not available to patients so long as tips and 
Mzart are not offered to the staff ? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of a public impression whidi 
exists that students cannot obtain admission in the Dacca Medical 





The Hoii>ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) It appears from the daily attendance hook that they are obserred. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. No complaints have reached 
(fovemment. 

(d) This does not arise. 

(s) Government are not aware of this rumour. 

(/) No. It is reported that it is not a fact. 

(^) The answer is in the negative. 

^ (h) The school authorities state that the impression has no founda* 
tion so far as they are concerned. A selection committee has recently 
been appointed. 

Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

2. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self* 
Government aware of the fact that the teachers of the Dacca Mitford 
Hospital cannot find any time to deliver clinical lectures in the different 
wards ? 

(6) Is there any truth in the stateinent that they spend most of 
their time in private practice ? 

(c) Is there any time fixed for such lectures? If so. how long? 
And is the rule in this regard duly observed? 

The Hon’blo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA': (a) and 

(6) No. 

(c) The ward attendance hours are from S-30 to 10-30 a.m. and 
clinical instruction and operations, etc., are given and performed 
respectively between these hours. A time-table of other lectures and 
demonstrations is drawn up and the number held is reported monthly to 
the Surgeon-General. The session lectures and demonstrations occupy 
four to five hours daily, except. Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

3. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govem* 
ment be pleased to state whether the Superintendent of the I^cca 
Mitford Hospital has any other duties to perform over and above the 
superintendentship of the Medical School and the Mitford Hospital? 

(b) Have the Government considered the desirability of making an 
inquiry to ascertain whether the duties of the Superintendent are too 


The HoiHbia 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA! (a) Yes. He 
.is also Civil Surgeon and holds charge of the Lunatic Asylum. 

(6) There are Deputy Superintendents both at the Mitford Hospital 
and Medical School to afford relief to the Superintendent. No ohangr 
is contemplated at present. 


Mitford Hoopital, Dacca. 

4. Khan BMiadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local S£lf- 
Government be pleased to state how many Governors there are for the 
said Mitford Hospital P 

(b) How often during the last three years have such Governors 
inspected the said hospital and recorded«their remarks in the hospital 
inspection book? 

(c) Is there any prescribed jieriod for the transfer of medical 
officers P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the fact that there are 
many in the staff of the said hospital who have been there for about two 
decades P 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Fifteen. 

(h) Quarterly nieetir.gs are held. Consequently in the last three 
years about 12 meetings have been held and remarks recorded. 

(c) Yes. The tenure of appointment of teachers is ordinarily 
limited to five years and that of resident medical officers to one year. 

(</) No. None of the staff have occupied their present posts for more 
than five years. 


Dacca Medical 8chocl. 

5. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self* 
Government be jdeased to say whether there is any fixed proportion 
of seats reserved for the Mussalman students in the compounder class of 
the Dacca MediceJ School P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a Muhammadan Assistant Surgeon in the teaching staff of the Dacca 
Medical School P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
proportionate number of Mussalman students were admitted into the 
Dacca Medical School last year? If not, why not? 


(e) Is it a fact that many third division Hindu matriculates Trere 
admitted? 

(/) If in case a sufficient number of Mussalman candidates are avaib 
able, are the Government prepared to admit them in excess of the 
allotted proportion reserved for the Mussalmans? 

Tha Hoil*bl« Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. 

(b) The question will be considered when there is a vacancy. 

(c) Thirty-one Muhammadans were admitted out of a total of 130. 
This is one short of 26 per cent., but there was no suitably qualified can¬ 
didate who had complied with the conditions of admission. Under the 
rules his place was filled up by a non-Mussalman. 

(d) No Muhammadan candidAte, who had passed the Matriculation 
Examination in the first division, and who presented himself for admis¬ 
sion with complete papers, was refused admission. Several Muham¬ 
madan candidates, who had x^ssed in the second division, had to be 
refused, because the number of such candidates was larj^ly in excess 
of the number of vacancies. The preliminary selection was made by a 
Muhammadan member of the school staff and confirmed by the 
Superintendent. 

(e) Only three such candidates were ^admitted. 

(/) Considering the number of applications from properly <]ualifie(l 
Hindu candidates. Government do not consider that it would be fair 
to reserve more than 25 per cent, of the seats for Muhammadan students. 


Dafadars and Chaukidars. 

6. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon'blo 
the Meml)er in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state 
whether any contribution will he made by the Government for the 
salaries of the dafadars and chaukidars, as contemplated in section 37 (a) 
of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act V of 
1919)? If so, when? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: The member is referred to 
the discussions on the Bengal Village Self-Government Bill, 1919, at 
pages 760—762 and 803—806 of the Bengal Tjegislative Council Proceed¬ 
ings, Volume LI, 1919. It was not contemplated by section 37 (o) 
of the Act that Government should be under an obligation to contribute 
towards the cost of dafadars and chaukidars. The principle that Gov¬ 
ernment should contribute generally was not accepted. The reference 
in the section to ** the contribution, if any, made by tbe local Govern¬ 
ment ** was inserted in view of the practice in force in cne distrioi 


Sub-Dflpiity Collectors. 


7. NMvahzado K, M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) WiU the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to give promo¬ 
tion to the sub-deputy collectors to the provincial service in considera* 
tion of their— ' 

(1) seniority; 

(2) competency; and 

(3) services rendered ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon*ble the Member he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, district by district, the number of such officers P 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) The member is 
referred to Government notification No. 1050 A.—^D., dated the 31s1 
fluly, 1913, in which are contained the rules for the recruitment of the 
Bengal Civil Service. Consistently with these rules, the qualifications 
referred to by the member arc duly considered in making promotions 
from the subordinate service. No depaiiure from the present proce¬ 
dure is under contemplation. The Civil List shows the distribution of 
officers as between different districts. 

Mortyity in Jails. 

8. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Hevenue (Jails) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of deaths that have 
occurred in the jails of the pi’ovince during the last three years, with 
the number of Muhammadans shown separately for each jail? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): A statement giving the information 
is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question ATo. S. 
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UndergraduatM randaring war aanricajilgwintad al 
•ulhDeputy Collacton. 

9. Nawriuada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: WiU the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased tc 
state how many nndergraduates who accepted war seryice, have been 
taken in as sub-deputy collectors; and how many of them are Muham¬ 
madans, and how many are Hindus ? 

Tha H0ffi*bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: Sixteen such persons hpe 
been appointed sub-deputy collectors. Of these, 15 are Hindus and one 
is a Muhammadan. *■ 


Unbaarding of Muhammadan prisonars. 

10. Nawabiada K, M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in cdiarge of the DeiMirtment of Bevenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state whether the Muhammadan prisoners are required to 
have their beards clean shaved immediately after admission into the 
jails even against their willP 

(6) Are the Government aware that this is against the Shariatt 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of abolishing the 
practice ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Ho, unless the prisoners 
themselves wish to be clean shaved. 

(h) Yes. It has accordingly been ruled in the Jail Code that ||re 
beards of Muhammadans shall be left one inch in length. 

(c) The question whether the present rule on the subject nquiret 
any modiheation is under consideration. • 


“ Bakr-ld ” ditturbanoet. 

11. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
number of disturbances that have occurred in Bengal during the past ten 
years on the occasion of the cow Itorhani at the time of the Id^-uz^zvtha 
(Bakr-ld) festival, with the decisions arrived at by the Government in 
each caseP 

(6) Are the disturbances mentioned in (a) confined to a few dis¬ 
tricts only? 



MEMBER in thv^ of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HoiiPMo 
Sir Henry Wheeler) : (a) No serious disturbances are reported to have 
occurred in Bengal during the last ten years on the occasion of the 
horhani at the celebration of the ^aitf-7d festival. 

(6) and (c) These questions do not arise. 

Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

12. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
w?y the duty of registering the hahin-nama is not done by the Muham¬ 
madan Marriage Registrars but by the Sub-Registrars P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge in a position to say what 
is th% average income of a Muhammadan Marriage Registrar? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of crediting 
the income oi the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars of Bengal to Gov¬ 
ernment revenue, and of placing them in the category of paid Govern¬ 
ment servants with a scale of pay similar to that of Sub-Registrars? 

The Hon^le Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) The Member is referred to the 
following extract from Government resolution No. 1410 T.—^R., dated 
the 24th September, 1917:— • 

The fourth proposal is to legalise the registration by Muhammadan Marriagf 
Registrars of such deeds of dower and dirorce as do not deal in any manner with 
immoveable property. It is also proposed to forbid the registration of these docu* 
ments by Sub^Registrars appointed under the Indian Registration Act. This pro- 
posal involves the amendment of the Indian Registration Act, under which the 
publia are entitled to present such deeds for registration to a Sub-Registrar. A 
similar proposal has been negatived by the Gk>vemment of Bengal on two previous 
oojiaBions. The Governor in Council has again examined the question and he is 
not convinced that it would be generally acceptable. The public have confidence 
in Sub-Registrars and would prefer that the registration of documents, as distinct 
from the registration of ceremonies, should remain with them. He is therefore 
unable to accept this proposal. 

(6) It is reported that the average annual income of a Muham¬ 
madan Marriage Registrar in 1920 was about Rs. 487. 

(o) The answer is in Ihe negative. 


Mufttsal Jurors. 

13. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMEDS WiU the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state— 

(t) why the mufassal jurors receive only daily allowance for the 
days they actually attend Court, and not for the short inter¬ 
vening periods which sometimes occur, and during which 


MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPMe 
Sir AbiLiir-Rthim) : (t) and (tt) Tliis is in accordance with the notifica¬ 
tion No. 2529 J., dated the Slat March, 1904 (copy of which ia laid 
on the table), which guides the payment of expenses to assessors and 
jurors when summoned to attend criminal trials. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 13. 

NOTIFICATION. 

No. $SS9 J.t dated the SUt Mareh^ is hereby notified for gen^ 

information that tiie Lientenant-Oovernor of Bengal has been pleased to prescribe 
the following rule for the payment by Government of a daily allowance to jurors 
and assessors summoned to attend in criminal trials in Bengal • 

'<The District Magistrate shall order payment on the part of Government to 
any juror summoned to attend his Court, and the Sessions Judge shall order pay- 
raent on the part of Government to any juror or assessor summoned to attend his 
Court, of a daily allowance, for days of attendance at Court only, of not less than 
one rupee and not exceeding five rupees, in the case of any juror or assessor who 
may apply orally or in writing for such allowance, and provided that the distance 
between the usual residence of the juror or assessor and the Court-house which 
be attends exceeds five miles.” 

W. C. Maophibboic, 

Chief Secretary to the Qovemmeni of 3engaX (Offg.). 


Milk supply. 

14, Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURIS Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
eminent be pleased to state what efforts, if any, have been made in 
recent years by the local bodies in-the direction of improving the quality 
of the milk supply in their respective areas ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs A statement, 
which has been compiled from reports received from the local bodies, is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred queoHon No, 14, showing 
efforts made hy the local bodies in Bengal to improve the milk supply. 

Burdwan Division .—The Howrah municipality owns a dairy farm in the market 
nhich is leased out, the lessee giving a guarantee to sell pure ™i»r , Cattle abeds 
and milk dep&ts are inspected by the Sanitary Department and care is taken to see 
that milk is not adulterated. In the Bankura municipality the Sanitary Inspec¬ 
tor examines the milk that is daily brought into the town for sale, but there 
has been no improvement, as the demand is greater than the supidy. In the 
Vishnupur and SonamnUii municipalities milk vendors are warned not to adul¬ 
terate milk, and in the former the pnadpal sapplies of milV are insDected bv the 



The Bnrdwan Diitrict Botfd maintoinii » TCteriiuiy dupenaaiy with a itatioiiarj 
T«t«rinai7 aMwtant and alao three itinerant Teterinary assistant for the treat* 
ment and inoculation of cattle, etc., and the cows of the diatriot are ben^ted 
by their treatment. I^e Health Officer under the Howrah Diatrict Board ia try¬ 
ing to improve the supply of the dutrict with the help of the Preaidents of 
the newly ^nned union boards. 

Prendeney Divuion .—^The Tittagarh municipality takes action under section 
261, Municipal Act, and vendors of adulterated milk are prosecuted and fined. 

pitniUr action is also taken by the Basirhat municipality. In the Maniktala muni¬ 
cipality steps have been taken to prevent overcrowding of cattle in cattle sheds; 
in- the Cossipur-Oiitpur municipality stud bulls are occasionally maintained for 
iniM>ving the breed of cattle and steps talron to keep the surroundings of the cattle 
marts in a sanitary condition. Action is also taken under section 263 when neces¬ 
sary. The Sanitary Inspector of the Aaimganj municipality inspects the farms of 
millcmAn in the municipality to see that wholesome milk is supplied. 

In the Krishnagar municipality the public has been warned against selling 
adulterated milk, and the Sanitary Inspector wat(dieB cases of adulteration. The 
Twilh offered for sale in tiie Santipnr municipality is examined by the Health 
Officer, and in the Nabadwip municipality the Sanitary Inspector has been asked 
to take immediate action for the improvement of the milk supply. The Khulna 
municipaUty undertakes prosecution in cases of detected adulteration and the 
Khulna District Board has resolved to take steps to improve the supply of milk in 
the district by providing suitable grasing grounds for village cattle. The 
Co-operative Department has by ite milk societies in the neighbourhood of Baraset 
done something to improve the milk supply of Cdcntta. 

Dacca Divuion .—^In the municipalities of Dacca and Narayanganj milk is 
regularly examined by the Sanitary Inspectors and the Health Officer, and when* 
ever it appears to be adulterated it is sent to the laboratory of the Director of 
Public Health. The Dacca municipality has also a by-law prohibiting vendora 
from exposing milk to dnst and flies. In the mnniciiwlities in the Mymensingh 
district milk is generally examined by the municipal subordinates and on detec¬ 
tion of adulteration the offenders are prosecuted. In the Faridpur municipality 
the Sanitary Inspectors examine milk from time to time and seise adulterated milk 
whidi is destroyed under section 2610, Bengal Municipal Act. In the Madsripnr 
municipality also action is taken under section 261. In the Bakarganj district 
milk is examined by the municipal officers and whenever it is found adulterated, the 
seller is prosecuted in case he refuses to destroy the milk. The Sanitary Inspec¬ 
tors employed by the District Boards of Mymensingh and Faridpur have instmo- 
tions to examine the milk of the rural markete in the conrse of their tours and to 
' report for prosecution the names of persons fonnd selling adulterated milk. 

Chittagong Division .—^In tiie Noakhali municipality milk has been oocasionaHy 
examined and offenders prosecuted under section 261. In the Tippera district 
the ComtUa municipality has deputed medical oommissioners to examine wtl k 
during the last three years, and the Sanitary Inspectors of all mnnieipalities have 
inspected milk and offenders have been warned and prosecuted. The Chitta¬ 
gong municipality has sometimes had milk in the market-places examined and 
destroyed it when fonnd adulterated. 

Sajshahi Division .—^In the Rajshahi Division some the Sanitary Inspectors 
^ have been supplied with lactometers with which they occasionally test milk and in 
some municipalities proseontions under section 261 have been instituted, but rarely. 
An attempt is being made by the Darjeeling municipality to improve the cow sheds 
and milk dep6ts within the municipal limits. Certain District Boards maintain 
stud hulls of signor quality to improre the breed of cattle and nAnnog nAntuiiy the 



ttiurting staff. Medical College Hospital. 


15. Babu BROJENDRA K18HOR RAY CHAUDHURIS (a) m\\ 

tHe Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Departm^ent of Local Self- 
Govomment be pleased to state what arrangement is there in the 
Calcutta Medical College Hospital for supervising the work of the nnr- 
siijg staff, particularly their treatment of the Indian patients at the 
Eden Hospital? 

(h) Is the Lady Superintendent assisted in her work by the House 
Surgeon and the Besident Surgeon? 

(c) Is there any arrangement for receiving the complaints, if and 
when made, of Indian patients in the Eden Hospital, against the treat¬ 
ment of nurses ? 

(d) Bo the patients receive individual attention from the Sister in 
charge? 

(e) Bo these Sisters understand the language of the patients? 

rhe Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The work 
of the nursing staff is supervised by five nursing Sisters and a Lady 
Superintendent. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. Complaints are received by the Besident Surgeon and 
submitted by him to the Professor of Midwifery, who calls for inquiry 
from the T^ady Superintendent. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) The Sisters understand Hindi fairly well, but Bengali imper¬ 
fectly. 


Motor-car stand under Medioal College Hospital portico. 

16. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI; WiU the 

Hon*blo the Minister in charge of the Bepaitment of Local Self-Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state whether it is true that motor-cars of Indian 
doctors of the Calcutta Medical College are not allowed to stand under 
the portico of the hospital, whereas the cars of European doctors ai-e 
allowed the privilege? 


The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs The answer is 
in the negative. No differentiation is made between the motor-cars of 
Euro^an and Indian doctors, but according to a custom of long stand- 



AiimgMi sub-registry ofHcs. 

17. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minieter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to sta^e 
whether a largely signed memorial praying for the transfer of Aziuigaiij 
sub-registry office from Azimganj to Jiaganj in the district of Murshi* 
dabad reached the Goyernment some time ago P 

(b) If so, haye the Government come to any decision as regards 
the memorial? 

^ (c) Are the Government aware that the location of the sub-registry 
^ce at Azimganj has been causing inconvenience to the public fu9 
want of approach roads, drinking water-supply and arrangement fur 
purdah ladies ? 

The Hon’Me Mr, P, C. MITTER: {a) The answer is in the negative. 
The Inspector-General of Registration reports that a memorial has been 
received by him and is under his consideration. 

(h) This does not arise. 

(c) Government have no information at present and are awaiting 
the report of the Inspector-General of Registration. 

I 

Chaukidari-tax. 

18. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARill: (a) Will the 
Son’ble the Kember in charge of the Police Department be pleased tc 
state whether it is a fact that chaukidori-tax is realised froiii the 
villagers of Bengal, irrespective of the fact whether they arc iM)or or 
not? 

(b) Is it a fact that in cases failure to pay the tax, the belongings 
of these villagers are attached P 

The Hon’bie.Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) No. Attention is 

invited to section 15 of the Village Chaukidari Act, which runs as 
follows;— 

The rate to be levied in any village for the purposes of this Act shall be an 
assessment aocordii^ to the oircumstances and the property to be protected of the 
peraona liable to the same: 

Provided that the amount to be assessed on any one person shall not be more 
one rupee per mensem, and ^at all persons who, in the opinion of the pan* 
chayat, are too poor to p|ty half anna a month shall be altogether exempt from 
assessment under this Act. 

If this provision of the law is properly observed by the assessing 
pftUchayats, a disenmination should be made in favour of the very poor. 

(6) Dnder section 27 of the Act, the collecting member t>f the 



Riportinfli ol Bangali spaeohes in the Legislative Couneil. 

19b BabU HEM CHANDRA BHATTAOHARJIi (a) WiU ihe 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased 
to state the reasons for not reporting the speeches of those members 
who speak in Bengali in the Bengal Legislative Council P 

(b) Are the Qovemment ccmsidering the desirability of making 
proper arrangement for the reporting of the speeches of such members P 

MEMBER in charge cf LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) The reason is that the official repoz^^ 
are unable to take down verbatim the speeches of members speaking 
in the vernacular. 

(by The matter is under consideration. 

Bengal Secretariat Press, Conlldentiai Seotiwi. 

20. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARtll: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance aware of the fact 
that formerly Hindus and Muhammadans used to be employed in the 
confidential section? 

(6) Are they still employed in work in this section? 

(c) Do they receive the usual allowance allowed for men working 
in this section ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact that si)ecial facili¬ 
ties are given to Indian Christians for working in the confidential 
section? If so, what is the reason for this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) and (b) Yes. The pressmen and proof 
pressmen, the impositor and the forme carriers are and have always been 
Hindus or Muhammadans. 

(c) Yea. 

(d) All the men employed as lino operators and hand compomtors in 
the confidential section are at present Anglo-Indians or Indian Chris¬ 
tians. The Sux)erintendent is personally responsible for preserving the 
secrecy of the work done in this section, and it would he impossible to 
maintain that responsibility, unless he were allowed full discretion to 
select for the work men in whom he has complete confidence. The 
number of lino operators and hand compositors employed in the con¬ 
fidential section is only 17 out of a total establishment of nearly 300 men 
of this class. 

BingEl SaoratariBt Pros*, Apprentice lino operetoie. 






to state whether it is a fact that the apprentice lino operators in the 
press .get an allowance from the confidential section ? 

(6) Are the GoTemment considering the desirability of taking the 
Hindu and Muhammadan employees who may be willing as apprentices 
for this work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) The apprentice lino operators get no 
allowance from the confidential section. 

(b) The Hindu and Muhammadan compositors in the press are not 
IWciently educated in English to be able to work up to the uecessai'y 
speed in linotype work. Since the introduction of linotyjje machines, 
only one hand compositor has asked for a transfer to the lino section. 
He was given a trial after the usual preliminary training, but had to be 
removed as he was only able to work up to half the ordinary rate of 
work. 


Bgngal Secretariat Press employees: alleged differential 

treatment. 

22. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARill: (o) Will the 
Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the clerks in the press, who do the 
work of the composing and reading branches, are under the Civil Service 
Begulations, while the other employees of those branches are under 
the Factory Act? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for this differential treatment? 

The Hon’Uo Mr. KERR: (a) and (6) No clerks in the press work 
in the composing or reading branches. As regards the application of 
the Civil Service Begulations and the Factories Act, the member is 
referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 62 asked by him 
at the meeting of Council on the 14th March, 1921. 


Payments to Press employees. 

23. BMW HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance aware of the follow¬ 
ing grievances of the employees in the press, viz.:— 

(t) that the payments for piece-work are often made to the wrong 
person; 


(tit) that payment for work done in one wkole luontk ie often not 
made in that month, it being allowed to mn on to the next 
month; and 

(iv)' that payment of wages is often delayed 

(&) What steps are the Government taking to remove these griev¬ 
ances? 

The Hon'bto Mr. KERR: (a) (i) No. 

(ii) The value of piece-work is calculated by the computers in accdfS- 
ance with rules laid down for their guidance. It makes no differ¬ 
ence whether the compositor is present or absent. Kule 208 of the 
Printing Rules lays down that an employee should check his own 
accounts and, if he can show that his account is wrong, he can obtain 
orders from the Superintendent or Deputy Superintendent to have his 
charge files and register of earnings checked. Complaints on the 
ground of incorrect computation are extremely rare. 

(nt) Payments for all work completed within the month, the charge 
files for which hav^ been sent to the computing branch by the day 
fixed for closing the monthly accounts, are duly made. Only incom- 
pleted work is carried over. 

(tv) Slight delays have occurred recently, due to the recent revision 
of the pay of the press establishment which led to certain audit diffi¬ 
culties. These difficulties have now been removed. 

(&) In view of the replies to (a) no action appears to be necessary. 


Sub-Registrars. 

24. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state how many Sub-Registrars were appointed during the 
last six years who have the quEJifications mentioned in rule 8 (e) (u) 
of the rules for appointment in the Registration Department on page 223 
of the Bengal Registration Manual, 1918? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that every year a large number 
of students pass the higher standard or the final examination of the 
Arabic Department of recognised Madrasahs? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware ot the fact that iheM 
itudents have a good knowledge of English ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of reserrag a 
number of Sub-Registrarships for such students each yaarP 


Tht Hon'lito Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) Six, 

(6) and (c) .The following table ehowg the number oi itudents who 
passed tiie higher standard or the final examination of the Arabic 
Department of the Calcutta and Hooghly Madrasahs during the years 
1916 to 1921, and those who passed with English as a subject:— 


I 

YBAK. 

1 0At«UTTA MADfUSiH, 

HOOttEkT Uadbabas. 

Nnmbw 

pMHd. 

PMKtl with 
KarUrU. 

Kotnber 

PMRAd With 
BnffHxh. 

1 

1916 

31 ! 

1 

7 

7 

4 

1917 

47 

8 

14 

8 

1918 

51 1 

9 

7 

3 

i9i9 

44 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1920 

50 

10 

9 

5 

1921 

48 

14 

10 

7 

Total 

271 

1 

55 

51 

28 


(d) and (e) Two such students were appointed in 1914 and one has 
been appointed in each subsequent year. It is not considered neces> 
sary to make a special reservation. 


Sharifttadar of Daooa Colloctorate. 

26. NawabaKla K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon*ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state whether any Muhammadan has been appointed as a sheris- 
tadar of the CoUectorate of Dacca or head clerk of the Dacca Magis¬ 
tracy ? 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing a Muhammadan on a vacancy 
occurring in either of these posts P 

Thi Hon'Uo tho MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
.BURDWAN B (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) Such appointments are not made by Government, but by the 

1 • I M 1* ■ it . ‘ - 








Malarious distriots and suMvisioni. 


26. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadurs WiU ^ Hon'Un 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing a list of the districts 
and subdivisions which are classed as malarious f 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in Hie reply to unstarred question No. SS6^ showffp 
diitricte and eubdivieions in the Bengal l^eeidency which are claeeed 
08 malarious. 

DiBtrietB. Sabdiririoni. 


Burdwan 

•as 

• ■4 

BurdwaOf Kalna, Katwa and Asaosol 

Birbboai 

• •• 

• •• 

Sadar and Bampurhat. 

Bankura ... 

••a 

•as 

Biabuupur. 

Midnapore ... 

a as 

• •a 

Sadar and Ghatal. 

Hoogbly ... 

• •a 

aaa 

Sadar, Arambagh and Serampnr. 

24-PargaDaH ... 

• aa 

aaa 

Barrackpur, Baraaat and Baairhat. 

Nadia 

• •• 

aaa 

Sadar, Bauagliat, Chtiadonga, Kuehtia and 
Meherpur. 

Marshidabad 

a •• 

• •• 

Sadar, Lalbagb, Randi and Jaiigipur. 

Je«8or« ... 

aaa 

see 

Sadar, Narail, Maguro, Jbenida and 
Bongaon. 

Kbutaa ... 

aee 

aaa 

Sadar and Satkhira. 

Bajahahi 

a*e 

aes 

Sadar and Nator. 

Dioajpnr 

■ aa 

aaa 

Sadar, Balurghat and Tbakurgaon 

Jalpaiguri ... 

• as 

aaa 

Sadar and Alipur Duara. 

Darjeeliog ... 

see 

•as 

Siligurt. 

Raugpor ... 

• ee 

aae 

Karigram. 

Bogra ... 

aaa 

aaa 

Bogra Sadar. 

Pabna 

aae 

aaa 

Sadar. 

Hilda 

aas 

see 

Malda Sadar. 

Faridpur ... 

ese 

• as 

Qoaluodo. 

Dacca 

••• 

*•# 

Manikganj. 

Hymenaingh 

•se 

ass 

Tangail. 


Medioal Praotitionera of MutiahiganJ and ManikganJ. 

27. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: WiU the Hon’ble the Minister in 
oharge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
the total number of Assistant and Sub-Asdstant Surgeons attadied to 
hospitals and practising privately within the subdivisions of Munshi- 




The Hoii*bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANER4EA: A statement ii 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in tfte fvply to unetat'red q ueetion iVb. 27, ehawing 
the total number of Aeeietant and SulhAeeietant Surgeone attached 
to hospitale and praetieing privately within the euhdivmons of 
Munehiganjand Manikganj, 



ICUKSBiaAMJ. 

Kamieoahj. 


ISIS. 

ISIS. 

ISSO. 

ISIS. 1 

ISIS. 

ISSO. 

Number of Assistaut Sar> 
geoDB attached to hoepi* 
tale aDd diepensariee. 


Nil 



n 

, Nil 

1 

Number of Sab^ABsiataDt 
Surgeona attached to 
hospitale and dispeasa- 
riea. i 

2 

2 

1 1 

2 

2 

B 

2 

Number of private medi* 
oal practitioners of 

Assistant Surgeon status 
attached to hospitals and i 
dispensaries. 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Number of private medi¬ 
cal practitioners of Hub- 
Assistant Surgeou status 
attached to hospitals and 
dispensaries. 

8 

1 

8 

8 

1 

i 

8 

r 

8 

1 

1 

1 8 

1 

1 

Number of private medical' 
practitiooera of Assistant 
Surgeon status practisitig 
privately. 

2 

2 i 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Number of private medical 
practitioners of Sub. 
Assistant Surgeon status 
practisiug privately. 

56 

1 

65 

67 

40 

41 

41 


Primary and Middle English Sohools at Rangpur. 

28. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the. 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of lower primary, upper jui- 
mary and middle'English schools in each subdivision of the district of 
Uangpur for the last five years? 











TiM Hon^ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: (a) and (6) The etatemenii are 
laid on the table. 


Statement A referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 28 
showing the number of schools in Rangpur district^ subdivision by 
subdivision, for the last five years. 


BnbdlfUoB. 

ChM e( mIiooI. 

1 1S1«-I7. 

1 1917-16. 

1 

1916-19. * 

1919*90. 

1990-91. 

8*(tar 

Middle Kngliflli 

27 

26 

29 

28 

28 


Upper primary 

37 

49 

41 

39 

38 


Lower primary 

476 

460 

508 

522 

51V 

Kurigraro 

Middle Kot'lisli 

12 

13 

13 

13 

13 


Upper primary ... 

27 

27 

26 

26 

26 


Lower primary 

282 

307 

285 

283 

293 

Oaibandba ... 

Middle UjiigliaU 

30 

29 

27 

25 

26 


Upper primary 

31 

32 

32 

33 

32 


Lower primary 

446 

620 

584 

565 


Nilpliamari ... 

Middle fingliaU 

11 

11 

12 

n 

9 


Upper primary 

36 

37 

38 

41 

41 


Low'cr primary 


494 

479 

461 

465 


Statement B referred to in the reply to unstarred qtustion No. 28, 
showing ratio of increase or decrease of the schooVgoing population 
in tJw different subdivisions of the district of Rangpur. 


Kama irf nbdlTliloa. 

1916-17. 

1917-16. 

1918-19. 

1919-90. 

1990-91. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

1 

Per cent. 

t 

Per cent. 

Sadar aubdiviaion 

1 

• •9 

- 1-5 

+ 0-6 

+ 3*4 

+ 1*6 

Kurigram aubdiviaion ... 

• 99 

- 6*8 

+ ll'O 

+ 7'9 

+ 31 

Qaibaodha aubdiviatoo ... 

• •• 

-*• 10-8 

- 97 

+ 3-6 

-1- 0*7 



















29. Mtulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) WiU the Hoa’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Departroeot be pleased to lay ou the 
table a statement shoving— 

^•) the number of Muhammadan and non-Muhamniadan ministerial 
officers in the Civil and Criminal Coxu’ts in each district in 
the Rajshahi Ihvision under heads— 

(/) permanent, 

(2) temporary, and 

(3) probationers, 

at present and as in J.914 ? 

(n) How many Muhammadan candidatcvS applied for appointments 
in the ministerial staff of the Civil and Criminal Courts in the 
district of Kangpur from 1914 to 1920 ? 

(Hi) How many got appointments ? 

(b) J.a it a fact that five appointments have rei^ently been sanctioned 
by tbe Goverament for the Civil Courts of Rangpur?’ 

(c) If so, how many of these appoiutnieuts are to be given to the 
Muhammadan candidates? 

(d) If the appointments have already been made, bow many Muham* 
madans have been appointed ? 

The Hen’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(6) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) and (d) Does not arise. 



* Detailed infornetlos leferdlog tlie two oleeiM of offloen to not eT»ttobIe> 

(ii) Tw 0 uty-two UuhaminadAD candidates applied for appointment to the Criminal Courts. No information as regards the number of 
jdioations made in Civil Courts is available. 

(fti) Sixteen persons have received appointments, ten in the Civil and six in the Criminal Courts. 



























Colt par patiM^ Imiiaii or EuwpeaiH and Govarning Body, Coloutta 

Madieal Collaga Hoipital. 

80. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) WDl the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local SelAlovemment he 
pleased to state what was the total average cost per Indian patient in 
the Calcutta Medical College Hospital in 1900, 1910 and 19*^} and also 
the total average cost per European patient in the same hospital in 
those years? 

Is there any Governing Body for the Medical College Hospital, 
Calcutta P 

(c) If so, who are the members of that body, when were they last 
appointed and for what period P 

(d) What are their functions'? 

(e) How many meetings were held during the years 1918, 1919, 
1920, and on what dates? 

(/) Who were the members present on each of those dates? 


TIm H0li*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The figures 
are:— 


1 

Indian patients. 


1900 

1910 

1920 


Rs. A. P. 

2 6 lOJ 

3 0 7J 
0 3 71 


Ewrtypean patienU. 


1900 ... ... ... ... 6 4 61 

1910 ... ... ... ... 7 13 Hi 

1920 ... ... ... ... 10 \ 38 


(6) and (c) There is a Council for the Medical College and the Medi¬ 
cal College Hospitals in accordance with the following rule:— 

The j^vomment of the Medical College and Hospitals is vested in the Principal, 
aided by a nonsuitatiye Council composed of all the professors, subject to the general 
control of the Sar^n-Oeneral with the Goveminent of Bnn^. 


The professor^^rve est^oficio on the Council. 

(d) The Council' takes cognisance of aU matters which in any way 
nnniwm the constitution and work of the CoUecre and the wolforA a-F tka 


(e) 1918.—One on ihe 20tli June. ^ 

1919.—Four: One on the 6th July, one on ihe 24th July, one 
on the 30th August and one cm tfie 25th October. 

I9i^.—Fire; One on ihe 3rd January, one on the 16th Ifaroh, 
one on the Ist May, one on the 19th June and one on 
the 14th December. 

(/) Members present on the 20th June^ 1918. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Stevens, i.M.e. 

Major W. V. Coppinger, i.U.s. 

Major E. B. Steen, i.h.s. 

Captain Green Armytage, i.M.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Members present on the 5th July, 1919. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. KcCay, i.m.s. 

Major W. V. Coppinger, i.m.s. 

Major F. P. Connor, i.m.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Assistant Surgeon D. F. Ghosh, m.b. 

Members present on the 24th July, 1919. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i.m.s. 

Major W. V. Coppinger, i.m.s. 

Major N. P. Sinha, i.m.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Bai Bahadur Chunilal Bose, M.*n., f.c.s., t.s.o 
Dr. Nanilal Pan, m.b. ^ 

Dr. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, m.sc., m.d. 

Major H. B. Steen, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, i.m.s. 

Members present on the 30th August., 1919. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. McCay, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, I m.s. 

Bai Bahadur Chunilal Bose, m.b., f.c.s.. 

Dr. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, m.sc., m.d. 



member* pretext on me zotfi UctobeTf lifiii, 

Lieutenant-Colouel B. H. Deare, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel D. McCay, i.u.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. H. Leicester, i.u.s. 

Captain B. B. Lloyd, IvM.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Rai Bahadur Chunilal Bose, m.b., f.c.s., i.s.o. 

Br. Nonilal Pan, m.». 

Kr. Tulsi Das Ear, m.a. 


Members-present on the 3rd January, 1920. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. IQ. Deare, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel B. P. Wilson, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel 3. C. H. Leicester, i.m.s. 
laeutenant-Colonel D. McCay, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, i.m.s. 

Kajor W, V. Coppinger, i.m.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Captain B. B. Lloyd, i.m.s. 

Bai Bahadur Chunilal Bose, m.ii., f.c.s., i.s.o. 

Dr. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, m.sc., m.d. 

Mr. Tulsi Das Ear, m.a. 

Members present on the Ibth March, 1920. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. H. Leicester, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. Y. Coppinger, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, i.m.s. 

Major B. Enowles, i.m.s. 

Major J. A. ShoHen, i.m.s. 

Major B. B. Lloyd, i.m.s. 

Professor Tulsi Das Ear, m..a. 

Dr. Nanilal Pan, m.b. 


Members present on the 1st May, 1920. 

a 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. l^are, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, n.s.o.. i.m.». 
Major B. B. Lloyd, i.m.s. 

Captain W: O. Walker, i m.s. 

Dr. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, m.sc., m.b. 

Dr. Nanilal Pan, m.b. 

Mr, Tulsi Das Ear, m.a. 



Memhert present on the'}9tk June, 1920. 

Tfieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i.ii.s. 

Lieutenant>€olonel J. C. H. Leicester, i.m.s. 

liieutenaut>Co]onel W. V. Coppinger, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, i.v.s. 

Major H. B. Steen, i.m.s. 

Major J. D. Sandes, i.m.s. 

Major B. B. Lloyd, i.m.s. 

Captain W. 0. Walker, i.m.s. 

Dr Nanilal Pan, m.b. 

Professor Tulsi Das Kar, m.a. 

Members present on the 14th December, 1920. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. H. Tieicester, i.u.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. McCay, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. V. Coppiuger, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Connor, i.m.s. 

Major B. B. Lloyd, i.m.s. 

Major TI. B. Steen, i.m.s. 

Major J. A. Shorteu, i.m.s. 

Captain W. 0. Walker, i.u.s. 

Dr. Nanilal Pan, m.b. 

Dr. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, H.se., m.T). 

DFi JATINDRA NATH MOITRAS With reference to the answer to 
this question, may I inquire whether the figures given are for a da 3 ' or 
a month or a year ? 

The Hon'Ua Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I must have 

notice of that question. 

Calcutta Medical College Hospital, Cholera Ward. 

31, Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’Ue the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government be pleased 
tf) state the reasons which led to the abolition of the cholera ward from 
the Medical College Hospital? 

(5) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the students of the 
Calcutta Medical Cbllege now find it very diflicult to learn the tech* 
nique of up-to-date cholera treatment? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the students of the 
Calcutta Medical College have to go to the Campbell Hospital, a distance 


(dj Are the GoTemment coniSdering the desirability of restoring the 
cholera ward to the Medical College'as before? 

The Hon'Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The ward 
was closed in view of the expense of maintenance and the paucity of the 
number of patients suffering from cholera who sought relief. The 
largest number admitted on any one day in 1920 was 2. 

(b) The difficulties of the students have been lepresented by them 
to the Principal of the Medical College and a scheme for the fullest 
e^^ruction in up-to>date treatment is now under discussion. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The member is refeiTed to the reply to (b). 

GalmttU Madieal liollega, CottagE Wards. 

32. Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the DepaHroeut of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the cottage wards attached 
to the Calcutta Medical College were constructed by public jdiilan- 
thropy? 

(h) li so, what purpose were they originally intended to serve? 

(c) Is it a fact that out of the total number of twelve such cottages, 
as many as eight have been allotted to the officers of the Medical 
College for residential purposes ? 

(d) If so, has this use of the cottages the approval of the Govern¬ 
ment? 

(e) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact thai 
the Surgeons and Physicians pf the Calcutta Medical College are gener* 
ally irregular in attending the patients admitted into these cottages ? 

(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to ensure prompt medical and surgical relief to the patients 
admitted there ? 

The Hoft>bte Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) They were intended for patients who were desirous of paying 
for their accommodation while availing themselves of the advantages 
of the treatment to be obtained there. 

(c) No. No cottages have been allotted lor the use of the staff of 
the hospital. Some of the House Physicians and Surgeons have, how¬ 
ever, been allowed to occupy some of them as a temporary measure, in 
view of the fact that they were empty and there were no applicants for 
them. For some years past the number of cottages occupied by 
patients has rarely exceeded 2, and no application for admission to the 
cottages has been refused on account of the House Physicians and 


(d) Tbe ftrrangement was made by tbe Princip^ witK the sanction 
of the Sur^on*General and was not referred to Govemment. Govem* 
ment see no reason to take exception to it. 

(e) Xo complaints of irregular attendance have been received. 

(/) This does not arise. 

Roads and road oess in Faridpur. 

33. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: {a) WUl the Hon’ble t^ 
Minister in charge of the Department of Iiccal SelE-GovernmentflJe 
pleased to state what has been the total collection of road cess in the 
district of Faridpur in the years 1913, 1919 and 1920? 

(6) What has been the actual amount of expenditure on roads in 
those years ? 

(c) How many new roads have been constructed in those years in 
that district? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs A statement 
is laid on the table. 

Statement referred f-o in the reply to unstarred question No. 33, showing 

the net road, cess receipts in the Faridpur district, the amount spent 


on roads, and the 

number of new roads construef-ed 

by the District 

Board during the last three years. 




N«t road oesB 
receipts. 

Ezpenditaro 
on toede. 

Kamher oi roeds 
' constructed, in- 
oluding local 
board roads. 


Be. 

Be. 


1918-19 

. 1,14,182 

1,09,260 

26 

1919-20 ... 

96,707 

1,64,640 

27 

1920-21 

1,06,448 

1,10,641 

29 


Medical College Hospital, out^door work. 

34. Mr, D. C. CHOSE: (a) Al'e the Government aware that the 
work in the out-door department of the Medical College Hospital is too 
heavy for the Resident Surgeon and Resident Physician to cope with? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department 
of Local SeH-Go>ernraent l>e pleased to state whether the Government 
are considering the advisability of api>ointing Honorary Surgeons and 
Honorary Physicians to attend out-door patients and help the Resident 
Surgeons and Resident Physician in their work at the Medical College 
Hospital? 


The Hon’ble Sir 8UREND1IA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) 

Out*patients are not attended by a Resident Surgeon and Resident 
Physician only. They are attended by two resident medical officers, 
one emergency resident medical officer (Eden Hospital), three scnioi 
house surgeons and physicians, three junior house surgeons and physi¬ 
cians, who are recruited from the ranks of pi-ivnte practitionej‘s, and 
two supernumerary officers. In addition to these,*students are detailed 
for duty in the out-patienl department, while the Princip:il of the 
Medical College visits it daily and also whenever needed; there are twc 
^lil^ing surgeons and two visiting physicians for cases requiring more 
detailed attention. Government have no reason to believe that ibis 
staff is not adequate for the purpose and do not at present propose to 
add to it. If the number of patients goes on increasing, the matter 
will be further considered. 

(c) Yes. 


Amendment of Calcutta Municipal Act. 

35. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejairtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is intended to introduce a Rill for the amend¬ 
ment of the Calcutta Municipal Act, lB9d, during the next session of the 
Council ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The answer is 
in the affirmative. The Bill has already been submitted to the Govern¬ 
ment of India for sanction. 


Ward Commissioners of Tollygunge Municipality. 

36. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what are the in'inciples governing the distribution of 
commissioners of a municipality by wards? 

(6) Is it a fact that the number of commissioners of the various 
wards of the Tollygunge Municipality varies disproportionately in com¬ 
parison with the area and population? If so, what are the reasons for 
this? 

(o) What are the principles for selecting a Government nominee on 
a Municii)al Board ? 

(d) Will the Government he pleased to state the reasons for nominat¬ 
ing two Muhammadan commissioners against one Hindu in the 
Tollygunge MunicipaHty? 



The Hon’bte Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The aistri- 
bution*of elected commissioneni among the different wards of a munioi* 
pality is usually made on the basis of the population and area, the number 
of voters in each ward, and the amount of municipal rates paid by each 
ward. 

(b) Area and population are not the only factors to be considered. 
When the Tollygunge Municipality was formed in 1900 by the parti- 
tion of the old South Suburban Municipality, the constitution of the 
wards and the number of elected commissioners in each ward wera 
retained unchanged on the recommendation of the local authorities^ 

(c) There is no hard and fast rule, but the object of GoTemment 
nomination is to correct possible inequalities in the operation of the 
elective system and to safeguard the interests of the minorities jn 
particular, and of the rate-payers in general. 

(d) Two Muhammadan commissioners were appointed by Govern¬ 
ment in 1919, because it was thought that they would be useful members 
of the Municipal Board. The number of Muhammadan and Hindu 
commissioners appointed by Government was the same as in 1916. 

(a) Yes. 


Butwara fees. 

37. Kunitt' 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon'hle 
the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state— 

(f^ the time when the scale of fees leviable for the partition of 
estates, was last fixed by the Board of Revenue under sec¬ 
tion 42, sub-section (J) of Bengal Act V of 1897; 

(ii) whether the recei]>t is balanced by ex{)enditui'e as provided for 
in the said sub-section; 

(m) if not, wbat becomes of the surplus or deficit, if any; 

(iv) whether recoveries exceeded expenditure by Rs. 42,513 in 1919- 
20, Ra. 19,260 in 1918-19, Ba. 30,750 in 1916-17, Rs. 16,621 
in 1914-15, Rs. 19,274 in 1913-14 and Rs. 23,624 in 1912-13; 

(i>) whether expenditure exceeded recoveries only in two years, i.e,, 
in 1917-18 by Rs. 6,248 and in 1915-16 by Rs. 1,840; and 

(vi) whether in the revised estimate of 1920-21, recoveries exceeded 
expenditure, by Rs. 39,000 and in the budget estimate of the 
current year the excess is estimated at Rs. 29,000? 

(5) Are the Government considering the desirability of askinff the 


TiM Hon’Ue tiM MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWANt (a) (i) In 1919. 

(tt) The scale has been fixed with the intention that receipts may be 
balanced by expenditure as nearly as possible- 

(m) Any surplus reraainini; is to be refunded to the proprietors 
under section 40 (2) of the Act. Difficulty is experienced when the 
number of co<sharers is lar^re and the amounts due to each consequently 
small, but eyery endeavour is made to secure that the money is refunded, 
and, according^ to the rules, a proprietor can obtain payment of the sum 

to him at any time even after the accounts of the partition of the 
estate have been closed. 

(tv), (v) and (vt) The-figures are correct. There is necessarily a 
surplus, since fees are recovered in advance when the partition of large 
estates is about to be taken ^p. The surplus may rise to a consider¬ 
able sum, but this tends to be automatically adjusted os the operations 
near completion. The scale of fees prescribed by the Board applies 
only to districts where there is an Estates Partition Fund, viz., during 
the period specified in the question, only in Dacca and Hymensingb and 
in Jessore up to 1919, and therefore affects only to a very slight extent 
the surplus of the whole province. 

(6) The last revision was made oply in 1919 and there is nothing 
to show that a further revision is required. 


Extra panangar tralflo owing to oxtonaion of port limitai Oaloutta. 

38, Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that, owing to the recent extension of port limits to Konnagar, 
the Port Commissioners, with the approval of the Government, have 
since February, 1921, been carrying passengers for oi-oss traffic between 
stations which were formerly outside the port limits, without providing 
more steamers for this extra traffic ? 

MEMBER in ehargo of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr, Karr): It is a fact that the Port Commissioners are running ferry 
steamers within the area which was added to the port of Calcutta by 
notification Ko. ISMne., dated the 22nd January, 1921, and that no 
new steamers have been provided for this additional service. The 
arrangement does not require the approval of Government and was not 
referred to Government. The Port Commissioners report that the 
average number of passengers carried on these cross trips is about 26 


Work-houMtt 


39. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJIs (a) la the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the 
work-housea of labourera, other than those under the Government, are 
unhealthy? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of compelling all employers to see that the 
work'houHes of labourers in Calcutta are made healthy within at least 
one year? ^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): (a) mnl (//) Government do not agree that the 
work'houses of labourers in Bengal are unhealthy. The member is 
referred to the provisions of Chapter III of the Indian Factories Act, 
which apply to all factories in which more than 49 persons are employed 
and in some cases to smaller factories. An amendment of the Act which 
will give Government power to extend it to all factories and workshops 
employing not less than ten persons is now under the consideration of 
the Indian Ijegislature. 


Press strikes. 

40. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Will the 
iIon*ble the Memlier in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
fo state whether there was any strike in the press on the introduction 
of the piece system in 1876 P 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be plea-^ed to state the number 
of strikes that have occuired in the press during the period from 1878 
to 1921, stating the causes for silch strikes in each case? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken from time to time to 
put a stop to strikes in the press? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) No. 

(6) There are records of only two strikes of the whole press—(t) 
in 1906 and (tt) in 1920:-^ 

(t) In 1906. the grievances put forward were numerous. The 
principal one appears to have lieen the insufficient supply of 
type and other material. There was also a complaint that 
many men wera on the temporary establishment end therefore 
non-pensionahle, and there were also complaints regarding 
promotion. 

(it) In 1920, the strike was on the question of an increase of piece 



(c) In 1906, the slight differences existing between the rates ioi 
{liece work in 'the Bengal Press and tho^ existing in the Government 
of India Press were removed where these were disadvantageous to the 
men of the Bengal Press. In 1908, a new Typecasting Department was 
started and ample type and material have been provided ever since. 
About half of the posts on the piece establishineiil were made permanent 
and pensionable, and nearly all the posts of tlie salaried establishment 
were treated in the same way. Other minor grievan<;e8 were removed 
and the general conditions of work improved. In 1920, the piece rates 
^re enhanced and the salaries of tlie remainder of the establishment 
improved. The question of further improvements in the conditions of 
service is under the consideration of Government. 


Nautical education. 

41. Babu JOGENDRA KRISHNA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
.Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
the attention of the Government has been draw'ii to the views expressed 
by Mr. P. N. Guha in his minority report in connection with the prob¬ 
lem of nautical education in Bengal!'' 

(h) If so, have tbe Government referred tbc- matter to tbe Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, in order to ascertain whether tbe allegations 
made by Mr. Guha regarding the appointment of Indian apprentices on 
board the vessels owned hy European companies are true? 

(c) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of doing 
so now, and of publishing the views of the Chamber? 

The Hon’bic Mr. KERR, (a), (h) and (c) The member is referred 
to Bengal Government resolution No. 2772 Mne., dated the Sth August, 
1921. Mr. Guha’a report shows that the point was .qiecifically referred 
to representatives of the leading steamship companies who served on the 
Committee. Government have not, therefore, considered it necessary 
to consult the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 


8ub-]ail dorks. 

42. Babu JOCESH CHANDRA BARKARs t» Will the Hou'hle 
the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jails) he pleased 
to state what action, if any, has been taken by the Government on the 
memorial submitted hy the sub-jail clerks in Marcli, 1921P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say why these 


TIm Hon^Ud Sir ABD*UII>RAHIMS (a) The memorials have been 
considered, but £nal orders will not be issued until a decision is reached 
about the recommendations of the Committee appointed to advise on 
the revision of pay of ministerial officers in Bengal. 

(&) They are treated as ministeiial officers in all respects and the 
Ministerial Officers* Salaries Committee have considered their pay. 


Sub-Jtil olerkt. 

43. Bibu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: {a) Will the Hon'ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of llevenue (J^ails) be pleased tc 
state whether the Government have received any representation from 
the sub-jail clerks of Bengal, complaining with regard to the inadequacy 
of their pay and prospects ? 

(6) If so, has any step been taken to redi^ess the grievances of the 
suh-jail clerks P 

(c) If not, is there any likelihood of considering this matter at an 
early date P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: {a\ (h) and (c) The member is 
referred to the answer given to a similar question asked at this meet¬ 
ing by Babu Jogesb Chandra Sarkar. 


Mimster’s salary. 

« 

44. Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the table 
the legal opinion taken in England upon the question whether a Minis¬ 
ter’s salary is to be regarded as a voted or non-voted itemP 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Tiegal opinion from EngUnd 
on this question has not yet been received. 


Minister's salary. 

45. BMiu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) WiU the Hou’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government have received the opinion of the EngUab 
constitutional lawyers on the question whether the salary of the Minis* 
tera should be submitted to the vote of the Council P 



TiM Hon’bto Sir HENRY WHEELERl The member is refe^ to 
the answer giyen to a similar question asked at this meeting by 
Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt. 

Proflcienoy of mombero of the Indian Civil Servioe in Bengali 

and Urdu. 

46. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Deportment be pleased to 

^ate what special steps, if any, are in the contemplation of Govern¬ 
ment under which Indian Civil Service officers will be taught to sptak 
Bengali and Urdu more proficiently than they do at present? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The Departmental Examina¬ 
tion rules provide for the colloquial examination oi officers of the 
Indian Civil Service in Bengali and Hindustani, aud instructions have 
been recently issued for the stiffening of these tests. Officers in 
Bengal are not required to pass departmental examinations in Urdu, 
but may, under certain conditions, appear for examination in that subject 
and earn rewards in the event of passing. 

Tuition fees durifig vacations. 

47. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
why fees are realised from students in educational institutions duiing the 
period of vacations P 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: In terms of Government ordei 
No. 1574 Edn., dated the 2l8t December, 1917, fees are charged for the 
whole year, but for the convenience of the parents and guardians of 
pupils, payment is permitted monthly. The annual charge is i.eceB- 
sary, since the salaries of teachers and other expenses have to he met 
all the year round. It is probably more convenient for all concerned 
that this annual fee should he divided into twelve instalments than 
that the suggestion in the question should be followed, and the instal¬ 
ments be fewer and larger. 

Fiiumial relatioiiB of Bengal with Governmant off India. 

48. Babu 6URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state 
whether the Government of India have taken any action upon the repre¬ 
sentation made by the Bengal Government for the readjustment of the 



Tht Hon'ble Mr# KERRs No orders have yet been received from the 
Government of India on the representations submitted by this Govern* 
ment regarding tbe financial situation. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will tbe Hon*ble Member 
lie pleased to state wbeu orders are expected to be received from tbe 
Government of India? 

Tha Hon*ble Mi*. KERRs I am nfmid I cannot answer for tbe 
Government of India. 

Muhammacian Sharistadars. 

49. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (u) Will tbe Hon*ble 

tbe Member in charge of tbe l)epi\rtment of Revenue (Tiand Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether there is any Muhammadan sheristadar or 
bead derk in any of tlie Commissioners’ offices in tbe province? 

(6) If so, will tbe Hon’ble tbe Member be pleased to make a state¬ 
ment, district by district, showing the number of Muhammadans who 
are serving as sberistadars or head clerks in tbe offices of (1) Judges, 
(2) Collectors, and (3) Magistrates? « 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Tbe answer is in tbe negative. 

(h) In none of the offices of the District Judges and Magistrate- 
Collectors is tbe bead ministerial officer (sheristadar) a Muhammadan. 

“ Juma Prayer. 

50. Mauivi AZAHARUOOIN AHMEDs (a) Has tbe attention of 
tbe Hon’ble tbe Member in charge of the Appointment Department 
been drawn to the fact that it is against tbe tenets of Islam for a 
Muhammadan to attend to any worldly business on Friday before tbe 
JuTna prayer is over ? 

(b) Have the Government considered the feasibility of transferring 
tbe half-holiday granted on Saturday to tbe ' early hours of Friday, so 
that all Government institutions may remain closed up to 2 p.m. on 
Friday? 

Thf Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Np. (b) No. 


Transfer of KoUlpur Munsifl to Vishmipur. 


caused to the inhabitants of Kotalpur. (Vishnupur subdiviaion, district 
Bankura) by the transfer of the Munsif's Court fi-om that place to 
?ishnupurP 

(6) Is it the intention of the Government to reconsider its order,, 
passed by the Judicial Department of the Government of Bengal on the 
16th December, 1918, in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-Ufl*RAHIM! (o) Some {letitions have been 
received complaining of the inconvenience caused by the transfer of the 
^(tfunsif’s Court from Kotalpur to Vishnupur. 

(6) The answer is in the negative. 


Projected roilwsys in Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri. 

52. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state— 

(o) when the question of oi»ening a railway from Raiganj on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway to Tetulia in the Jalpaigiiri district 
is likely to be taken up; < 

(h) what has become of the project of a light railway by Messrs. 
Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co. from Dinajpur to Kissenganj; 

(r) whether there is any other railway project that is likely to be 
taken up soon in the district of Dinajpur? 

The Hon’ble tho Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: (a) Government have no information in regard to this 
project since the year 1914, when it was given seventh place in the list 
submitted to the Railway Board for consideration of railway projects 
in Bengal. 

(h) It has been decided by the Railway Board that the further con¬ 
sideration of railway projects in the Dinajpur and Pumea districts must 
await the results of the traffic investigation of the whole area north of 
the Ganges and west of the Parbatipur-Siliguri line to be undertaken by 
the Eastern Bengal Railway administration. 

(r) This will depend on the result of the investigations noted 
against (h). 


Improwament of district board roads. 

S3. BtflU TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : («) With rtjfeience to my 

1 1 __J __ IftiU 



Public Works, will the Hon’ble ibe Minister in cberge of the Depart¬ 
ment of liocal Self-Government be pleased to state whether the Govern¬ 
ment are considering the desirability of financing such district boards 
as cannot properly maintain their roads ? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the district boards which need 
such help and to what extent the same is required? 

Tha Hon>bto Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) a^^ 

(b) Government already give district boards a grant known as the 
augmentation grant averaging about Us. 8 lakhs a year, one of the 
objects of which is expenditure on roads and bridges. The general prin¬ 
ciples observed by Government in this matter are— 

(7) that, generally speaking, local needs should be met primarily 
by local resources and that the local authority must accept 
responsibility for local roads; and 

(2) that a district board requiring money for capital expenditure 
on roads should apply to Government for a loan and not fox 
a grant. 

I may add that in my opinion .the improvement of the public health 
is a more urgent matter and has stronger claims to Government grants 
than the improvement of the roads. 


Military aduoation in Bengal. 

64. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, have been, or are being, taken by the Government for the 
introduction of military education in Bengal? 

The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It is understood that the 
reference is to military training. Auxiliary Force units for European 
British subjects have been formed under the Auxiliary Force Act, 
1920. Under the Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, the 2nd (Cal¬ 
cutta) Battalion, University Training Corps, and the 1st (Territorial) 
Battalion, 94th Russell’s Infantry, have been constituted for Bengal 
by the Army Department notification Uo. 1682 published in the Gazette 
of India of August 6th, 1921. Rules relating to the org^nisiition of the 


covamimm pwaom ana Mumears m me eeverai supaivmom 

of BakarganJ. 


5S. Maalvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Depai*tineiit be pleased to state for the 
years 1918—^80— 

(i) the number of Government pleaders and muktears in each of the 
subdivisions of the Bakargan j district: 

(it) the amount of fees granted to each, and the amount of fees 
* received yearly; and 

(tit) the number of successful and unsuccessful c'lses conducted by 
eachP 

The Hoii’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) There are in the Bakaiganj 
district no other retained pleaders or muktears than Babu Gauesh Chan* 
dra Das Gupta, senior Government pleader, and Babu Bajendra Lai 
Banerji, junior Government pleader. In the three outlying subdivisions, 
however, there are three selected pleaders, Bahu Satish Chandra Sen at 
Pirojpur, Rai Shyama Charan Simla! Bahadur at Patuakhali, and Babu 
Mahendra Chandra Bay Chaudhuri at Bhola, who are generally 
appointed to conduct the civil and crimii^al cases of Government. When 
these pleaders cannot cope with the work, jirivate pleaders an<l muktears 
are also sometimes engaged. 

(it) and (iti) Statements showing (2) fees obtained and the number 
of successful and unsuccessful civil cases conducted by each pleader and 
(2) the fees obtained by each of the pleaders and muktears in conducting 
criminal cases and appeals during the three years 1918—20 are laid on 
the table. It has not been found possible to asceiiain how many criminal 
cases and appeals have been conducted by each pleader or muktear and 
how many were successful and how many unsuccessful. 



(/) referred to in the reply to unetarred question No. 55, showing the number of civil cases conducted by pleaders 
in Bakarganj district and the amount of fees paid to them for the years 191S—S0. 

A.fl.—There ere no mukteers in permanent employment of the Government* 



Tb« Ba. S draws bj Bwbo Hahttdra Otundra Box Oboodharx in 1918*I» wu bio feet for two exoottOoo 



























Statement (Z) referred to tn the reply to unstarred question No. 66y show- 
ing the amount of fees paid to pleaders and muktears in Bakarganj 
district during the years lOlSy 1919 and 1920 in criminal cases. 


MMMi of plBftden Md maktouB- | 

1918. 1 

1919. 

1990. 

ToteL 

Sadab. 

Be. 

Bs. 

Be. 

A. 

Rh. 

A. 

Babii Oaneeh ' Ghaudra Daa Gupta, 
senior GoTarnmant pleader. 

6,064 

7,904 

6,632 

0 

20,600 

0 

Babu Bajendra Lai Banerjee, junit.r 
GovernmeDt pleader. 

6,899 

6,330 

6,713 

9 

17,942 

0 

Balu Syama Charan Dutta, pleader 

3,286 

2,944 

2,996 

0 

9,226 

0 

„ ludu Bhuahan Sen, pleader 

1,027 

2,724 

391 

0 

4,142 

0 

„ Sidheswar Kanjilaf, pleader ... 

144 

824 

352 

0 

1,320 

0 

„ HrUliikesh Mukerjee, plewler ... 

59 

562 

200 

0 

818 

0 

„ Bepio Behari Guba ... ... 

261 

328 

32 

0 

621 

0 

,, Binode Baht ri Gupta, pleader 

eee 

152 

112 

0 

264 

0 

„ Jitendra Kath Sen, pleader 

• ee 

26 

40 

0 

65 

0 

„ Tarak Nath Chandra, pleader 

« a a 

•ee 

32 

0 

32 

0 

„ J. K. Mukerjee, pleader 

ee# 

• e e 

30 

0 

30 

0 

„ Kagendra Nath Boee, pleader 

80 

66 

210 

0 

356 

0 

Maulvi Hosaiu Ali ... 

• ee 

eee 

50 

0 

50 

0 

Babu Niranjan Mukerjee. inuktcar 

• ee 

e 

127 

8 

127 

8 

„ Haribar Bhattacharjae, muktear ... 

eee 

• ee 

130 

0 

130 

0 

„ Puiin Behari Banerjee, muktear ... 

• ee 

e«e 

eee 


a e# 


„ Kailasli Chandra Sen, muktear ... 

36 

64 

81 

0 

171 

0 

PlBOJPVB 







Babu Satish Chandra Sen, pleader 

65 

132 

704 

0 

891 

0 

„ Bhubati Muhan Sarkel, pleader ... 

24 

8 

eee 


32 

0 

Patuakhali. 







Rai 8hy*ioa Charan Simlai Bahadur, 
pleadW 

112 

• ee 

562 

0 

674 

0 

Babu Ancada Charan Mukerjee, Muktear 

61 

eee 

eee 


61 

» 

• 

0 


m _ . . • »_* 






Rivera ef the R«|shahi Division. 

56. BabU FANINDRALAL DE: WiU the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether any 
responsible officer was deputed to inspect and report on the riyers in the 
Kajshahi Division, since the floods in the rivers Atrai, Baranai and Nagar 
in August, 1918 P If not, why notP 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The Chief and Executive Engineers paid visits after t^ 
floods and their reports were duly received, but owing to the deplete 
staff, the deputation of a special officer to make a thorough, complete 
and extensive inquiry which the problem demands was not possible. 


Inoom^tax deduction on back pay in the Dacca Division. 

57. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon^ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that income-tax was deducted last year in the Dacca Division from 
an ears of salaries drawn by certain officers on account of the revision of 
their pay, even when the arrears thus drawn amounted to less than 
Rs. 2,000 per annum, and that no such deduction was made in the 
Burdwan Division P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the i*eason 
for this differential treatment in two separate divisions P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in this connec¬ 
tion the rule which is observed in the matter of making income-tax 
distinction P 

The Hcn^ble Mr. KERR: The income-tax law is uniform throughout 
the Presidency. Government have no information regarding the adoption 
of differential treatment in different divisions of the matters referred 
to in the question and no instructions have' been issued on the subject by 
Government. The amount of the assessment is regulated in individual 
cases by the provisions of the law, and it is open to any person who consi¬ 
ders that he has been improperly assessed to appeal against his assess¬ 
ment to the proper authority. 

LisM poets ond Bengal Civil Service (dudioial)- 

55* Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM I WiU the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased— 

(n) to lay on the table a list showing the names of officers of the 


their respectiYe ages at the time of obtainiag such appoint- 
ments; and 

(6) to state whether it is a fact that no member of the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) has up till now got a permanent 
appointment in the first grade of District tfudgesP 

-The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs (u) During the period in 
question, the listed posts in the Judicial Service were held throughout 
by permanent men. A statement is laid on the table which shows 
i^fficers who acted in temporary posts created on the recommendation 
of the High Court or in posts for which no civilian officer was available. 

(6) Yes. 

Siate'ment referred to in the reply to unstntred question No, S8 showing 
oficers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) who were firist 
appointed to oxidate in Indian Civil Service postst (in excess of the 
sanctioned nuviber of listed- posts) during 1919, 1920 and 1021, 


Hum. 

Date of flnt appointmont. 

Age. 



1919k 






Yrs. 

M. D. 

Mr. Burga Daa Gbakrabatti 

• a* 

18th January 

51 

3 3 

„ Saabi Bbushan Banarji 

• a • 

‘J8th May ... 

50 

0 15 

Pareab Natli Bay Chaudhnri 

a a« 

Idth „ 

49 

9 5 

„ Barada Kinkar Mukharji 

aaa 

iStli Juno ... 

49 

9 29 

„ Kriahoa Kumar Sen' 

• a a 

8tb Septemlfor ... 

47 

2 24 

Amrita Lai Mukharji 

aaa 

30th June 

48 

6 1 



i9aa 



Mr. Hem Kumar Neog! 

• •• 

12th January' 

49 

0 6 

„ Iradatulla 

see 

lltli „ 

46 

7 8 

Fhantndra Moban Chatarji 


18tl) 1) ■■■ 

47 

9 24 

„ Bijoy Gopal Ghatwy 

••• 

19th „ 

47 

4 5 

„ Bajeodra Lai Sadhu 

• a* 

Slet May ... 

48 

3 16 

„ Baoamali Sen 

•ee ' 

7th July 

46 

10 26 


IMt 

KiL 






Stttionary articles \n court cflloas of Chittagong and Dacca 

Divisions. 


59. MmiIyI FAZLAL KARIM; (a) WiU ihe Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaded to etate whether he 
intends to go on tour in the year 1921? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that considerable hanlship 
exists among the employees of the civil courts in. the Dacca, and Chitta* 
gong Divisions for want of stationery articles, such as paper, blotting^" 
paper, ink and thiead ? 

If the answer to (b) is in the negative, does the Hon’ble the 
Member intend to make an inquiry into the matter from the District 
Judges in those two divisions? 

The Hon^Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMS (a) If necessity arises, not 
otherwise. 

(b) He has no such infoimation. 

(c) The District Judges concerned may be relied on to bring the 
matter to the notice of the authorities if the suggestion in (b) is well- 
founded. 


Amendment of Act XII of 1887. 

60* Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be xdeased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to move the Government of India 
to amend Act XII of 1887 with a view to having a self-contained Act 
for this Presidency only ? 

The Hon’bic Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMS The answer is in the negative. 


Privilege iMve to Bengal Civil Service (Judioial). 

• 

61. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; Will the Hon’hle the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any reply 
has been received from the Government of India regarding the grant of 
privilege leave on full pay to officers of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial) P 




Quarters for Muntifti 


62. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIMs (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
list of fiubdiyisions and munsifis— 

(t) where munsifs’ quarters are prorided by QoTemment: and 
(tt) where no such quarters are provided f 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate making any provision in the next year’s 
budget for the construction of quarters for munsifs where there are no 
quarters at present? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (t) and (in') A list of sub¬ 
divisions and munsifis is laid on the table. Asterisks show the places 
where munsifs’ quarters are provided by Government. The list does 
not include the places where such residences are under construction. 

(h) That will depend upon the necessities of each case and availabi¬ 
lity of sufficient funds. 


Liit of sHhdivisiom and munsifis referred to in the reply to 

unstarred questipn No, 62. 


Olrlsion. 


Babdirisioa. 


Hansifi. 


Burdwaii 


Burdwan (Sadar) 

««8 

aaa 

Burdwan. 

Katwa 

• •a 

• aa 

Katwa. 

Kalna 

• •• 

• • • 

Kalna. 

AshiihoI 

• • a 

• • • 

ABaiiKoI.^ 

Birbhuiii (Sadar) 

• •• 

• «a 

Suri. 

Dubrajpur. 

Bolpur." 

Rarapurhat 

• a a 

• aa 

Rampurhat. 

Bankura (Sadar) 

• •a 

a«a 

Baokura. 

Khatra.® 

Viahanpur 


••s 

Viabuopur. 

Midnaporo (Sadar) 

• •• 

Midoapore. 

Garhbeta.* 

Dantan. 

Qhatal 

*ae 


Ghatal. 

Tamluk 


• •• 

Tamluk.^ 

CoatM 


• •a 

Cuotai. 

Dantan.® 

Hooghly 

s as 

a a« 

Hoogtily. 

Bsrampore 

sae 

aae 

Sarainpore. 

Arambagh 

• •• 

• •• 

Arambagh. 

HAwrah fSadarl 

« a • 

aa« 

Howrab« 


Division, 

Preiidency 


Dacca «• 


Sabdiviaioa. 

.. 24-PargaiiaB (Sadar) 

aaa 

Hnniifi. 

AHpora. 

Diamond Harbonr 

aaa 

Bamipnr. 

Diamond Harbour.' 

Barraokpore 

••• 

aaa 

Sealdah. 

Baraaat 

••• 

aaa 

Borasat.* 

Baairhat 

•aa 

•an 

Basirhat.^ 

Nadia (Sadcr) 

•a* 

taa 

Kriahnagar. 

Kuahtia 

•aa 

an# 

Kuohtit. 

Meherpur 


aaa 

Meherpur. 

Chuadange 

• •a 

aaa 

Cboadanga. * 

Banaghat 

• •• 

aaa 

RaiiagbaL 

Marabidabad (Sadar) 

aaa 

Berhampore 

Lalbagh 

• •• 

aaa 

Lalbagh. 

Jangipur 


aaa 

Jangipur.* 

Randi 

••• 

aaa 

Kandi. 

Jeaaore (Sadar) 

• aa 

aaa 

Jesaore. 

Magura 

aaa 

aaa 

Magura.* 

Narail 

aa« 

aaa 

Narail * 

Bangaon 

aa 

aaa 

Bangaon. 

Jhetiida 

aaa 

aaa 

Jhenida.* 

Khulna (Sadar) 

aaa 

aaa 

Khulna. 

Satkhira 

aaa 

aaa 

Satkhira.* 

Bagarhat 

aaa 

aaa 

Bagerhat.* 

.. Dacca (Sadar) 

aaa 

nan 

Dacca. 

Narayanganj 

aaa 

aaa 

Narayanganj. 

Manikganj 

aaa 

aaa 

Manikganj. 

Munabiganj 

aaa 

aaa 

Munahiganj.* 

Myrneiiaingh (Sadur) 

aaa 

Mymenaingh. 

Jamalpur 

aaa 

aaa 

lawarganj. * 
Sherpur. * 

Taogaii 

aaa 

aaa 

Jamalpur.* 

Pingna. 

Netrakona 

aaa 

aaa 

Tangail.* 

Netrakona. 

Eiahorganj 

aaa 

ana 

Kishorganj.* 

Faridpur (Sadar) 

aaa 

ana 

Bajitpur. 

Faridpur. 

(Jopalganj 

aaa 

aaa 

Bbanga. 

Madaripur 

ana 

aaa 

Madaripur. 

Qoabxndo 

aaa 

aaa 

Ghikandi, 

Goalundo.* 

Patuakhali 

aaa 

aaa 

Patuakhali.* 

Pirojpnr 

aaa 

aaa 

Piilojpur.* 

Bakarganj (Sadar) 

•»a «. * 

aaa 

Bariaal. 

OL .t. a 


Sob^TidoD. 


Xanaifl. 


Dirigion. 

ObittagOQg 


Rojshabi 


.. Chittagong (Sadar) 


Gox^a Baaar 
Tippera (Sadar) 
Brahman baria 


Chaiidpur ^ . 
Noakhali (Sadar). 


Foni ••• 

.. Kajahahi (Sadar) 
Naugaou 

Nator 

Dinajpnr (Sadar) ... 

Balurghot 
Tliakurgaoti 
Jalpaigtiri (Sadar) 
Aliptir ... 

Rangpur (Sadar) .. 
Nilphaiiiari ... 

Kurigaun ... 

Qaibandha 
Bogra (Sadar) 

Pabna (Sadar) 
Sirajganj 
Malda (Sadar) 

Darjeeling 
Kalimpong 
Kuraeong ... 

Silignii 


... Chittagong. 
Fatikchari.* 
Hathaaari.* 
North Baojan. 
South Raojan. 
Patiyo.® 
Satkania.^ 

... Cox'a Bazar.” 
Comilla. 

... Brahinankaria. 
Kasha.” 
Nabinagar.” 

... Cbandpur.” 

«oa Sudbarain.” (a) 
Hatiya.” 
Lakahmipur.” 
Sandwip.” 

... Feni. 

... • Bualia. 

... Naugaon.” 

Nawabganj. 

... Nator, 

... Dinajpur. 

Raigaijj. 

... Balnrghat.” 

... Thakurgaon.” 
... Jalpaiguru” 

... Alipur. (6) 

... Raiigpnr. 

... Nilphamari.” 

... Kurigaon.” 

... Gaibandha.” 

... Bogra. 

... PabniL 
* •• Siiajgauj. 

... Malda. 

Nawabganj. 


(a) Temporary residences have been built at Sonapnr. 







AdimMion into Pretidenoy CollegSi 


63. B«bu SAILAdA NATH ROY CHAUDHURIl (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble tbe Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact Uiat only those boys who have 
passed the Matriculation Examination in the Brst division are allowed 
admission to the first year class in the Presidency College ? If so, why ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in. this year the College authorities denied 
admission to a candidate who was otherwise duly qualified exclusively 
on the ground that he happened to attend a political meeting P ^ 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) There is no rule to this 
effect* nor is admission to the College made entirely on the basis of 
matriculation results. Other factors are taken into consideration, the 
aim being to secui'e that all classes of the community, and all parts 
of the province, are represented so far as accommodation permits. The 
competition for admission is, however, so keen that the majority of 
those admitted have passed the Matriculatiun Examination in the first 
class. 

(b) It is not a fact. Such information is not communicated to the 
Principal, and the reference in the question is not known. 


Strikes and “ hartaie” and business licenses. 

64. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of liocsd 2^1f>Govemment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a circular has been issued to 
all municiiwlities, enjoining upon them the advisability of withhold* 
ing licenses from shop-keepers and tradesmen participating in hartaU 
and strikes P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afilrmative, will the Hon'ble the 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the circular in question P 

(c) Have the Government any informatfon as to the action taken 
by the municipalities on the aforesaid circular P 

The Hon’ble Sir BURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) end (6) 

A copy of Government letter No. 229-33 T.-—L.S.-G., dated t£e 13th 
June, 1921, is laid on the table. 

(c) Government have no information, except, that the municipal 




Lett-ef referred to in the reply to unttarred qveition No, 64, 


No. 220^ T.—L.S.<Q.> dated Darjeeling, the 18tk June 1921. 

From—L. 8. S. O’MaXiLby, £iq., o.x.k., i.c.8., Secretary to the Goyern- 
ment of Bengal, Department of Local Self-Government, 

To—^AU OommisaionerB of DivisionB. 

I am directod to say tiiat in order to safegnard the public againtt the general 
inconvenienoe and dislocation of busineas caused by the miachievous activities of 
non-cooperationists, the Government of Bengal (Ministry of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment) conaider it desirable that it should be made a condition of the licenses 
granted under the Hackney Carriage Act that they will be liable to be cancelled 
by the municipal commissioners if the owners or drivers refuse to ply hackney 
carriages for Ure. It is further considered desirable that it should be made 
a condition of the licenses for markets granted under section 338 of the Bengal 
Mnnicip^ Act, that the markets shall not be closed without the permission of tiio 
municipal commissioners, and that-closure without such permission may entail 
the cancellation of the licenses. The commissioners of municipalitiM in which the 
Calcutta Hackney Carriage Act and Part X of the Bengal Municipal Act are in 
force, should be inforbed accordingly. 


Suspension of business owing to ** hartalSi*’ 

65i Mfi Mb AHMED* (a) la the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government a^vare of the hardship and 
inconvenience caused to the public owing to the sudden and wholesale 
closure of shops and stalls within the juriiidietion of mufassal muni¬ 
cipalities, etc. P 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
loeal bodies in question to frame such by-laws as. will prevent the 
sudden closing, in future, of shops and stalls P 

Tho Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(6) The attention of the member is drawn to Government letter 
No. 229-33 T.—L.S.-G., dated the 13th June, 1921, to all Commissioners 
of Divisions, a copy of which is laid on the fctble in reply to a ■iTwilfl r 
question asked at this meeting by Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


Bengal Civil Service (Judioial). 

eS. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any 
representation has been received from individual members (fi the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) regarding their pay, pension, nomen- 


The Hoii’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMi Representatioiifl have been 
received from a large number of members of tbe Bengal Civil Service 
{Judicial). They are under consideration. 

Alleged illegal gratifloatione taken by railway employeae. 

67. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has tbe attention of tbe 
Hon’ble tbe Minister in charge of tbe Department of Public Works been 
drawn to the allegations that- illegal gratifications are taken by most of 
tbe station staffs of tbe railways of Bengal for the supply of empt^ 
wagons for tbe conveyance of goods from one station to another P 

(b) If 80 » are tbe Government considering tbe desirability of direct¬ 
ing that an inquiry be made into tbe matter P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) No. 

(6) Tbe question is one into which tbe Bailway Department of the 
Local Government bus no authority to direct that an inquiry should be 
held. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: With regard to question 67 (a), 
it appears that tbe answer is in tbe negative. Am I to understand 
that no illegal gratifications are taken by most of the station staffs of 
the railways of Bengal for tbe supply of empty wagons for the convey¬ 
ance of goods from one station to another P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Government has no information. 

Pay and prospects of Sub-Registrars. 

68. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will tbe Hon'ble the Minister in 
charge of tbe Department of Education be pleased to state whether any 
scheme for the improvement of the pay and prospects of Sub-Registrars 
has been formulated and when it is likely to be published P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A scheme has been prepared and 
is now under consideration. I regret I am not at present in a position 
to say on what date it will be promulgated. 

Provincial Losn Account. 

88. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) WiU 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance he 
pleased to say with regard to the Provincial Loan Acconnt, what are 
the considerations that led Government to pay off the entire outstand- 



(6) Wliat WS8 the amount of the said outstanding balance on that 
date? 

(c) In how many instalments and of what amount each could Qow 
ernment have, in the alternative, paid of the said outstanding balance ^ 

(d) What would have been the rate and actual amoupt of interest 
on such instalments? 

(«) Did Government make any inquiries from the Government ol 
India regarding the questions referred to in clauses (c) and (d) above, 
before deciding to pay off the entire amount on the 31st March last? If 

with what result? 

(/) What is the average rate and actual amount of interest recover¬ 
able by Government from parties to whom advances have been made from 
the said loan fund? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a), (6), (c) and (d) The number is 
referred to the speech of the Hon’ble Finance Member on page 230 of 
Volume I—^Xo. 4, of the Proceedings of this Council. 

(s) No inquiries from the Government of India were necessary as 
regards the questions in (c) and (d) in view of the provisions of rule 23 
of the Devolution Kules. 

(/) The rates of interest are: for advances under the Land Improve¬ 
ment and Agriculturists Loans Act, 61 per cent.; for advances to co¬ 
operative societies, 4 per cent.; for drainage and embankment advances, 
4, 5 and 6 per cent.; for advances to land-holders, etc., 4 per cent.; for 
advances to local bodies, 4, 5, and 6 per cent.; for miscellaneous 
advances, 6 and 61 per cent. 

The estimated amount recoverable during the current year is shown 
on page 27 of the Financial Statement for 1921-22. 

Provincial Loan. 

70. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to say whether it is a fact that the Goveimment of Bengal 
asked the Government of India to sanction a loan of one crore of rupees 
during the year 1921-22, of which fifty lakhs have been sanctioned by 
the Government of India? 

(b) What are the projects other than the Grand Trunk Canal to be 
financed from the said loan ? 

(c) What would he the rate of interest payable on the said loan ? 

(d) At the time of making the proposal of the said loan, did the 
Government consider the other alternative of financing the said schemes 
■from the l)alance of the Provincial Loan Account due to the Government 



(e) Did Government consider the merits of such an altemaiivei oi 
make any reference to the Government of India regarding its feasi- 
bility f If BO, with what result ? 

(/) Are Government aware that the Governments of Kadras, Bombay, 
the United Provinces and the Central Provinces have decided to |tay off 
the balance of the Provincial Loan Account to the Government of 
India in instalments, and have been permitted to do so? 

Thd Hoit*ble Mr. KERRs (a) Yes. 

(5) The whole sum of Bs. 60 lakhs will be required in part paymenr 
of the three dredgers which are being built at the instance of the 
Irrigation Department. 

(s) One^half per cent, above the rate of interest at which the Rupee 
Loan of 1921 has been floated. As that rate is 6 per cent., free of 
income*taz, the Government of Bengal will pay piactically 7 per cent, 
interest on their loan. 

(d) and (e) The member is referred to the speech of the Hon*ble 
Finance Member on page 230 of Volume I—^No. 4 of the Proceedings 
of this Council. 

(f) Government have no information. 


Partition of Midnoporo. 

71. Babu DEVEMDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of 'the Political Department be pleased to state what 
effect, if any, has been given to the resolution on the annulment of 
the partition of Hidnapore carried in this Council during the lust July 
session. 

(h) If none, what action do the Government contemplate giving to 
it? 


The Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) Government, 
tor the reasons already given to the Council, do not propose to abandon 
the scheme for the partition of Midnapore. 


CrievanoM of Press smploysast 

73. BMhi hem CHANDRA BHATTAGHARJI: (a> WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pletsed 
to state when effect will be given to the Government orders of July, 
1920, as regards the following:— 

(t) tihat ihe services of all those in the Printing Deparbnent oho 



(t^ that a committee should be iohned to consider the grievances 
ol the press em|do jees; 

(iii) that a provident fund should be established for the benefit of 

the newly-appointed men of the press in lieu of the i)en8ion 
system; 

(iv) that the compositors should be promoted to the posts of copy¬ 

holders and computors; and 

(v) that the employees should be reclassified according to the new 
system P 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for the 
delay in giving effect to the orders of Jnly, 1920? 

The Hon^ble Mr^ KERRl^a) and (&) Presumably the membex 
refers to the orders contained in the Government of India resolution 
No. A.-dly dated the 15th July, 1920. That resolution applies only to 
presses under the Government of India and not to those under the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal. 

Finanoial crisis of High English Schools owing to non-co-operation. 

73. Mr. Ml AHMED: (a) Is the'Hon'ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education aware that many Icng-standing high 
English schools of established reputation are in a state of financial crisis 
owing to the temporary desertion of boys consequent on the non-co- 
operation movement? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to safeguard the interest of these schools by sanctioning temporary 
additionid grants till normal conditions am restored? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of calling foi 
statements showing the names of aided and unaided institutions in the 
Presidency, and the number of boys on the rolls before and after the 
non-co-operation movement, with a view to the exact knowledge of the 
financial position of these schools. 

The Hon>Me Mr. P. C. MITTCRs (a) Yes. 

(5) Bs. 10,000 has been placed at tbe disposal of the Inspectors of 
Schools, Bajshahi, Chittagong, and Dacca Divisions, to help good 
schools threatened by the non-<co-operation movement. 

(c) Figures have been collected showing the net decrease in attend¬ 
ance in Government and aided schools, and it does not appear that any 
object will be served at the present time by specially collecting the 
statistics of the decrease in the attendance at unaided schools—a matter 
of great labour. The required statistics will bo obtainable in due* 


Madtripur wataMVorks. 


74. Mr^ Ml AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of .Local Self-Government he pleased to state what 
steps, if any, are being taken by the Government for the establishment 
of water-works within the Madaripur Municipality ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government would be prepared to contribute half of the total estimated 
cost if the other half is borne by the Madaripur public? 

The Hon>bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) In 

February last the Sanitary Board forwarded a scheme, proposed by the 
Commissioners of the Madaripur Municipality, for a filtered water- 
supply system, at an estimated cost of Us. 1,60,100. The Commis¬ 
sioners asked for a Government grant equivalent to half the cost of 
the scheme, but Government were unable to accede to this request 
owing to financial stringency. 

(b) Government regret that they are not in a position to make a 
promise to this effect. 


Port CommisoioiiDrs ferry steamers. 

75. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Marine Departnumt be pleased to refer to 
(laragraph 5 of the note of dissent, dated the 21st August, 1920, by 
Mr. W. C. Banarji, recorded in the proceedings of the 1776th meeting 
of the Port Commissioners, held on the 23rd August, 1920, and state 
whether the figures furnished therein about the ferry steamers con* 
veying passengers beyond their licensed capa(dty are eubstantially 
correct? 

(h) If BO, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of directing the Port 
Commissioners to take steps— 

(t) to prevent such overcrowding on board the ferry steamers; and 

(tt) to provide additional facilities so that passengers may not suffer 
from want of accommodation? 

I 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the Port Commissioners, in calculating the expenditure 
on ferry service, take into account a very high percentage for depre¬ 
ciation, far in excess of the actual figures, as pointed out in paragr^di 


The Hon’ble Mr^ KERR, (a) Mr Banaiji's reroarkn were aa 
follows 

At regards the adequecy of the present facilitiee, not to speak of the extension 
of the serrioe or opening of new stations, it will be seen from the proceeding 
of the 1775th meeting, held on the 10th August, 1^, that in July, 1920, these 
steamers carried 1,109,975 passengers, or, in round figures, 110,000 passengers 
wore carried by each steamer during the month, there being 10 steamers at work 
on the lines. This comes to 3,548 passengers per day per steamer. Assuming 
that each steamer makes five up and five down trips to the termini daily, which 
moans more than 12 hours’ work, the average number of passengers carried on 
^ch trip is 354, against the carrying capacity of 300 by day and 146 by night. 
It will be remembered that this is the average of the whole day and it can easily 
be conceived what the rush is daring the busiest parts of the day. 

His figures as regards the numbers of passengers canied and the 
number of steams employed in July, 1920, were con’ect, but, as the 
total number of trips per day is 237 and not 100. as assumed by 
Mr. Banarji, his calculations as to the average number of passengers 
ciiiried per trip were not correct. Moreover, two of ihe steamers 
employed on the service carry 1,200 passengers by day and 578 by night. 

(h) This question does not therefore arise, but the Commis¬ 

sioners have two new ferry steamers under construction, which will 
help the traffic during the busy parts.of the day. 

(c) Depreciation at 5 per cent, per annum was accepted as reasonable 
by those Commissioners who are interested in shipping and river steams 
companies. Although the loans from which their ferry steamers are 
provided are repayable in 30 years, the Fort Commissioners report that 
it is unlikely that any of these vessels will have a life of 30 years; that 
the percentage of depreciation taken must cover the possibility of losf 
by accident as well as ordinary wear and tear; and that the cost of 
replacing the old boats will certainly be much higher than their 
original cost on which the percentage has been taken. 

Sub-Registrars. 

76. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI Will ihe Hon’hlo 

the Minister in charge of the Department ol Education be pleased to 
st^tte— 

(i) whether the sub-registrars are governed by article 459 of the 
Civil Service Begulations so far as rhe age of retirement is 
concerned; 

(it) if BO, whether any relaxation of the rule is contemplated with 
regard to the older officers who are now completing super¬ 
annuated age; and 



The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. MITTERt (t) Tbe retiTemmt of ft«b-:egiB- 
trars is governed by article 459 (5) of tbe Civil Seivice Regulations, 
vis., ** Officers, other t^n‘ministerial, who have attained the age of 55 
should ordinarily be required to retire, and should not be retained in ser¬ 
vice except where unquestionable public grounds for retention exist, 
and there is no doubt as to the physical fitness of the officer.’* 

(u) and (in) The answer is in the negative. 


Casa M one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker and a head oonstable anf ^ 

ohaukidar of Rajbari. 

TT." Mailivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware— 

(0 that in December, 1920, one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker com¬ 
plained to the Magistrate at Rajbari in the district of Farid- 
pur charging a head constable named Nibaran Chandra Guha 
and a chaukidar named Raghunath with having entered his 
house and assaulted him; 

(n) that almost simultaneously the said head constable brought a 
counter case against the said Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker 
under section 34 of Act V of 1861; 

(in) that in the former case the chaukidar was found guilty and 
sentenced to 3 months’ rigorous imprisonment. by the court, 
while in the latter case the Dhunker was fined by an Honorary 
Magistrate named Babu Madhab Chandra Bagchi; and 

(iv) that thereupon the Dhunker having filed an appeal to the Dis¬ 
trict Magistrate, was acquitted by the latter, who disbelieved 
the case for the prosecution P , 

(5) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware— 

(t) that in connection with the above case Shaikh Muhammad 
Dhunker in his appeal to the District Magistrate charged the 
Honorary Magistrate irith having tampered with the record 
and changed dates of his orders and asked for an inquiry 
about the same; and 

(u) that the Magistrate in his judgment on appeal. remarked as 
follows: ** Very serious allegations have b^n made against 
the Honorary Magistrate in this case and have been suf^rted 
* by an affidavit. They may or may not be true, but, if true, 
they render him unfit to hold the position of an ^norary 
Magistrate. The Subdivisional Office;? shouM personally 


(e) Are Goreismeni coxuidering tbe deshftbOity i>f mking ftn 
ioqTti^ M to wliat oction has been taken by the Snbdiviaional Officer in^ 
pnrsoanoe of ihe orders of the District Hagistratef - 

•{d) Has'any inquiry been made— 

(t) why the'said bead constable, Hibaran Cbandr^. Ghiba, was not 
tried and dealt with under the law, while his accomplice, the 
ohankidar, was punished with imprisonment; and 

(it) whether the said head constable has been departmentally or 
. otherwise punished for having trumped ** up a false case as 
found by the trying Magistrate P 

Tim Non*bl« Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (t) On the 10th Decern- 
ber, 1920, one Shaikh Muhammad^hunker filed a complaint before the 
Subdivisional Officer of Bajbari, charging an assistant sub-inspector, 
Kibaran Chandra Guba, Haghunath chaukidar, and others with offences 
under sections 448, 323 and 379, Indian Penal Code. 

(tt) On the same day the assistant sub-inspector instituted a case 
under section 34 of Act Y of 1861 against Shaikh Muhammad DKunker. 

(ttO In the former case the chaukidar Kaghunath was found guilty 
under sections 448, 362 and 342, Indian Penal Code, and was sentenced 
to 3 months’ rigorous imprisonment under each section, and in the 
latter Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker was fined Rs. 6 by Honorary Magis¬ 
trate Babu Madhab Chandra Dagchi at Goalundo. 

(tu) The District Magistrate acquitted Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker 
on appeal, and obserred tha.t he had the greatest doubt as to the truth 
of the case. 

(6) (0 In his petition of appeal Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker charged 
the Honorary Magistrate with having changed the date of his orders, 
but it does not appear that he asked for an inquiry. 

(tt) Tea. 

(c) The Subdivisional Officer of Rajbari made a local inquiry in 
pursuance of the orders of the District Magistrate and reported on the 
26th April, 1921, that Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker’s statements were 
not proved satisfactorily. 

(d) (t) A local inquiry was made under section 202, Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code. As thqre was. evidence only against the chaukidar, he 
was placed on trial, and, in the absence of evidence, no process was 
issued against the assistant sub-inspector. 

(tt*) Action on the report, dated the 26th April, 1921, of the Sub- 
divisional Cfificer of Rajbari was postponed until tbe appeal of chaukidar 
Raghunaih was disposed of. Thai appeal was dismissed on the 26th June 
by- Babu Akhoy Kumar Sen, Deputy Magistrate of Faridpur. The 
Magistrate hordught the'matter to the notice of the Superintendent of 


Irrigation of laml aroaml the AJai and Damodar. 

78. Ral LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) WiU tbe Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the question of the possibility of irrigation being oarried on 
on an eztensiye scale in Bengal has been examined? * 

(6) If so, what has been the result of that examination? 

(e) Has the question of the irrigation of the country around the Ajai 
and Damodar rivers been examined to see whether the same results ca^ 
be achieved as in the case of the Sone ? 

(d) If so, with what result? 

The HonMe the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes, by the Irrigation Commission, 1901—1903. 

(h) The only recommendation for extension of irrigation works in 
Bengal, as now constituted, in paragraph 398 of Fart 11, Provincial 
Report, vis., for a weir across the Damodar river. 

(c) and (d) As a result of investigations, a scheme for an irrigation 
canal with a weir across the Damodar river has been prepared and it 
has received the sanction of the Secretary of State recently. The 
scheme for the Ajai river irrigation will not be satisfactory, as the dis* 
charge in the river in the rains in a year of drought is so low that the 
cost of any work of saddling the river will be prohibitive when its 
utility is considered. 


Btnitatlon M rural areas. 

78, Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether he has drawn up any scheme of sani¬ 
tation for the rural areas, to which reference was made by him at the 
Editors* Conference in Calcutta? 

(6) If so, is the Hon*ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
supplying copies of the schemes to members of this -Council and of 
inviting their opinions? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what amount 
of money will be necessary, both for the capital and the reourring 
expenditure, to carry out the scheme? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state, the sources 

from which the scheme is to be financed? ^ 

(e) If it is to be financed from a loan,, will the Hon*ble the Minister 
be pleased to state how a sinking fund is to be provided and the interest 
charges are to be met? 

(/) Has the Hon'ble the Minister consulted any experts and, H so, 


TIM HmKM* Sir MlfiENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The answer 
is in the negative. I wonld invite the attention of the member to the 
following remarhs made by me in my speech at the Conference :—** Ton 
and I, Government and the people, must co-operate to rid the country 
of malarial fever, or at any rate to reduce its scope and the range of its 
malignant influence. Popular' information and expert knowledge 
must be combined and co-ordinated for one great and common purpose. 
With thi« object in view I have invited the District Boards to hold 
conferences of all leading men in their districts, with a view to 
formulate, in the light of local knowledge and information, schemes of 
water-supply and anti-malarial operations, together with the cost thereof 
and the means of meeting them. I am prepared to be present at some 
of these conferences, if so desired. These conferences will stimulate 
local interest, focus local wants and views, and expert knowledge and 
local opinion will act and re-act upon one another and strengthen one 
another hy their mutual inter-action.*’ 

(6) to (/) This does not arise. 

Murder of a boy of OfMlIa (Mymensingh). 

80. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) Has the 

attention of the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn 
to the mu^er of a young boy of 15 or 16, son of a widow named Biro- 
hini Malini, of Dhalla, district Mymensingh? 

(5) Is it a fact that the mother and grandmother of the murdered 
boy recognised the murderers and at once reported the matter to the local 
zamindar and panchayat and subsequently to the local police? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what the local police 

has done in the matter? 

\ 

The HonMlIe Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a>, (h) and (c). Govern¬ 
ment are not aware of the facts; inquiry is being made. 

Aooommodation of witnesses in law courts. 

81. BMiu SAILAdA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: (a) Is th6 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the «Tudicial Department awaie of the 
hardships experienced 1^ the witnesses in law courts for want of proper 
arrangements for their accommodation ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 
steps as may he necessary to remove this grievance ? 

The Hon*ble Sir ABD>UR-RAHIM« (a) There are courts in connec- 
ti<m with which the arrangements for the accommodation of witnesser 
are defective. 

(h) When speeifio pKoposals are received with reference to particular 


«« Rwnnn, » ** Sbabt-KMlar ” and Ayyam4-TldM«|» ** - - 

82. Mauivi AZAHARUODIN AHMEDS WiU the Hon'blethe Hem- 
her in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to say why no 
holiday is granted on the occasion of the Ramzarif Shahi^Kader and 
Ayyam-uTashriq festivals as in the case of ptl^er religious festivals? 

The Hon’Me Mr. KERR: (a) The Ramzan, which is a season of 
fasting and not a festival, la^ts for a month, and it would be impracti¬ 
cable to secure a general suspension of business during that period. 
As far as Government are aware, it is not the practice in any Muham-^ 
madan country to close the public courts and offices during the Roimzan, 
nor do private Muhammadan employers in India suspend their business 
during this period. It is indeed understood that abstention from 
ordinal^ business during the season of fasting would be contrary to the 
tenets of the religion of Islam. Two days’ holidays are, however, 
allowed for the festival of the Idul-Fitr, which marks the close of the 
Ramzan, 

(h) The ShahuKader is observed on varying dates by different sec¬ 
tions of the Muhammadan Community during the last ten days of the 
Ramzan month. It is understood that its observance necessitates the 
recitation of prayers during the night only, and no suggestion has ever 
been made that a holiday is necessary on this account. 

(c) The ^Ayyam^i-Tashriq forms part of the Id-^uz^zoha festival, for 
which two days’ holidays are already allowed, one being a holiday under 
the Negotiable Instruments Act, and the other a special holiday foi 
Muhammadan employees of Government. 

Aotion on resolutions oarrisd in Counoil. 

83. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYi Will the Hon’Ue the Member 
in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state, in each case, 
what steps have been or are being taken on the resolutions of this 
Council passed at the last two sessions? 

The Hon>bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: A Ust of resolutions carried 
in the Legislative Council during the last three sessions will be found 
posted up in the lobby, and the action taken by Government on each is 
also shown therein, to the extent that final orders have so far been 
passed. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDYS In connection with matter 
the public appears to be under the impression that no steps are 
on the recommendations of this Council. It appears'from the answer 
that a list of resolutions carried in the Legislative Council has been 
posted up in the lobby, and the action taken by GovefnnMteaoh 


Tht PRESIDENTS I do not think that a supplementary ques* 
tion. 


Action on resolutions carried in Council. 

84. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing in detail the action taken on the several 
resolutions carried in the Bengal Legislative Council since h'ebruary, 

‘ 1981 .. 

The HonOlle Sir HENRY WHEELER: The member is referred to 
the answer given to a similar question asked by Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy. 

Partition of Midnapore. 

85. BNbu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether any effeet is intended to be given by the Government to the 
resolution of this Council passed in the last sessions regarding the pro> 
posed partition of the district of Midnapore ? 

(h) What was the annual total cost of administration of the district 
of Midnapore last year? 

, (c) What is the estimated annual cost of administration of this 
district if it he partitioned into two? ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) aoremment, for the 
reasons already given to the Council, do not propose to abandon the 
scheme for the partition of Midnapore. 

(h) and (c) The extra annual cost of establishments on account of 
the division of Midnapoi'e into two districts was estimated in 1917 to he 
Bs. 97,618. This estimate is now being revised with reference to the 
revised scales of pay sanctioned. 

Mr. Turner as Librarian of Daooa University, 

86. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the. Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to 
state whether Mr. Turner has been appointed Iiibrarian of the Dacca 
Unirersity? 

(6) If BO, what special qualifications does he possess for the office 
of a Lihrarian? 

/ (s) Has he any preyious experience as a Lihraidan in any library 


(e) If ao, how many applicfttions wm received f 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement giving the names and qualifications of the candidates who 
applied for this post? 

TIm Hon'ble Mri Pi Ci MITTERs (a) Mr. Turner has been* so 
appointed by the Dacca University acting under Statutory powers. 

(b) and fc) As Principal of Chittagong and Dacca Colleges he had 
necessarily to become conversant with library management and' organi* 
satiou and, with a view to his present appointment, he spent 3} months^ 
in. England on deputation, studying librarianship and, visiting 
libraries. 

(d) The post was not advertised. Mr. Turner was appointed to it 
by the Vice-Chancellor with the previous sanction of the Governor of 
Bengal as Chancellor under section 50 (5) of the Dacca University 
Act. 

(e) and (/) Do not arise. 

Mr, K. C. Da’s letter to Chief Seeretary. 

87. BM>U RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department been 
drawn to a copy of a letter published in the Servant in its issue of 25th 
July last, which is alleged to have been addressed to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, Political Department, by Mr. K. C. De, 
the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division P 

(h) Is it a fact that the said letter was addressed to the Chief Secre¬ 
tary by Mr. E. C. De P 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) The reply is in 
the affirmative. 

Lioeneeo to make alimentary salt in Midnapora. 

88. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA dANAH: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that on the recommendations of the Government of 
Bengal, the Government of India, in exercise of the powers conferred 
under section 6 of Act XII of 1882 (The Indian Salt Act), withdrew the 
restrictions with regard to the excavation and removal of saline deposits 
and effioresoence for the purpose of making alimentary salt therefrom 
in certain parts of the district of Midnapore P 

(5) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the recent orders of 
Government withholding the said license to the people to twalra alisiei^ 


(o) Are the Oorerament considering tike desirability of extending 
tbe said pririlege to tbe people for a further period of timeP 

The Hoii*ble Mfi KERRs (a) No orders have been issued by the 
Government of India, and the prohibition which was imposed in 1898 
on the manufacture of salt in the saline tracts bordering on the Bay of 
Bengal has never been withdrawn. Owing to the dislocation of the 
salt ^*ade caused by the war, the Government of Bengal in December, 
1917, issued instructions to the Commissioner of Salt to refrain from 
^stituting prosecutions on account of petty breaches oi the law in those 
areas, in cases when the manufacture was on a small scale and prima¬ 
rily for personal and domestic consumption. 

(6) It has recently been reported that this concession is being 
abused and that salt is being manufactured in large quantities for sale 
at the local hdU. As there is now an ample supply of licit salt in the 
country. Government have decided that the manufacture of illicit salt 
can no longer he permitted, and the inhabitants of the saline tracts 
have been warned that after tbe 1st October next, prosecutions will be 
instituted for any breaches of tbe law. Only one protest has been 
received against these orders, and Government are not aware that they 
are likely to cause serious hardship. 

(c) In the circumstances explained, Government are not prepared to 
permit infringement of the law for any further period. 

Daoline in the population of Munhidabad. 

89. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAf (a) With reference to 
statement No. 2, which was laid on the table in answer to my starred 
question No. LIY (/) asked at tbe meeting of the 4th July. 1921, will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a supplementary statement 
showing the number of births and deaths Iti the thanas of— 
(I) Farakka, (2) Saktipur, (J) Hurshi, (4) Kagram, and (-5) Bha- 
kuri, in the district of Murshidahad, as these thanns were not shown in 
the statement already laid on the table P 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
figures shown against Sujaganj thana include the figures for Berham- 
pore town P 

The Hoffblo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The thanas 
mentioned in the statement, refer to revenue thanas. Tbe figures relat¬ 
ing to the five police-stations named by the member are included, res- 
peotiydy, in ike statistics furnished with regard to revenue thanas 
Skamehirgsnj, Beldanga, Baninagar, Bharatpur and Sujaganj. 



Deputy liiapeotor»0«fieral ^ MSm. 

90. Btfbu SURENDRA NARAYAN lINHAs (a) WiU the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleaeed to state— 

(t) what duties are assigned to the post of the Deputy Inspector- 
(General of Police; and 

(m) the number of such appointments that existed before, and the 
number after, the partition of Bengal ? 

(b) If there were any alterations in the number of such posts 
before and after the partition of Bengal, will the Hon*ble the Membei 
be pleased to state the reasons for the alteration ? 

The HoiYMe Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (i) The duties of Deputy 
lospector-General of Police are indicated in rules 75 to 81 of the Police 
Begulations, Bengal, Volume I, a copy of which is placed on the library 
table. 

(ti) Before the territorial changes of April, 1912, there existed the 
following posts:— 


In Bengal. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Presidency Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Burdwan Kange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Bihar Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Criminal Investigation Department and 
Bailways. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch (temporary). 


/n Eaitem Bengal and Auam. 

m 

Deputy Inspector-General, Western Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Eastern Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Criminal Investigation Department 
and Bailways and Biver Police. 

The number of posts at present m seven, yh. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Presidency Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Burdwan Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General,.Dacca Bange. 

Deputy luspector-General, Biajsbabi Bange. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Bakarganj Bange, and Biver Ftdice. 

w_A_ T_n-:_i t_a? . . ^ ^ ■ 







(6) like alierationt were made with the Baaotiofi of the Secretaiy 
of State in order to secure ade(iuate supervision over police work in the 
province. , - 


Mr. Bite’s Report on primary education. 

91. B^u SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: WiU the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to say 
whether the Oovemment are considering the desirability of publishing 
a translation of Mr. Biss’s report (or of its substance) on primary 
education in Bengal? 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTERS This has been prepared and is being 
printed for circulation. ' 


Damodar reeervoir works. 

92. Ral LALIT MOHAN 9INGH ROY Bahadurs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble tiie Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that no progress has been made in the 
reservoir works of the river Damodar 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Eon’ble the 
Member be pleased to say when it is intended to start the work? 

The Hofi’blO the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN. (a) There has been certain amount of delay lately in 
getting the reports printed owing to the strike in the Oovemment 
Press. 

(6) The opinion of Civil Officers and the Tnsj)ector>General of Irri¬ 
gation will now be obtained and until they are received no action can 
he taken. 


Damodar and Barakar reservoir works. 

93. Mr. BYED ERFAN ALIS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Memhei 
in charge of the Department of Kevenue (I^d Bevenue) be pleased 
to state what progress has been made towards the eomstruction id 
storage reservoirs in the basin of the Damodar and Barakar rivers for 
the prevention of flood P 

(5) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to commence the 
work soon? . 

Tll9 HOtPllto tlw MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 


tlui project Iim been teohnicaUy ejwmined hj mi expert officer, ynM,, 
ICr. C. Addams-Williame, c.i.s., Superintending Engineer. These 
papers have now been printed. 

. (h) It 18 now proposed to obtain the opinion of civil officers and the 
Inspector^General of Irrigation and, until they are received, no further 
action can be taken as already stated in reply to an unstarred question 
put by Bai Lalit Mohan Singh Boy Bahadur at this meeting. 

PropoMd forest rsaorvos intKs Westsrn Duirsb 

M. Roi Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Membe?* in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Bevenue) 
aware of the fact that large areas of land are being acquired for the 
extension of the Reserve Forests in the Government Khas Mahals of 
the Western Dnars in the Jalpaiguri district? 

(h) Is it a fact that some lands on the river side ai*e made i?ias and 
included in the hhas lands in order to increase the revenue of the Forest 
Department and grasing fees ? 

(c) What action, if any, are the Government taking to put a stop 
to the ahovementioned practice ? 

Tbs Hon’ble tho MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR o1 
BUROWAN: (a) It is not clear to what the question refers. I*ro- 
posals for the reservation of certain areas in the Western Duars have 
been received and notifications under section 4 of the Forest Act have 
been issued. Objections, if received, will be duly considered. 

(h) Ko.- It is not clear to what river the question refers. Pro¬ 
posals for the exclusion of professional graziers from certain river-bed 
areas in the Duars in the interest of local inhahitants have been 
received. 

(c) There is no such practice. 


Csttls improvsmsnti 

95. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the the Ministei 

in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state wbai steps have been, or are being, taken by tbe Govwnmant 
and the local authorities for the provision of public pasture grounds, 
public bulls for breeding purposes, and tbe establisbment and main¬ 
tenance of veterinary cbaritable dispensaries, in Bengal? 

TiM Hon’Bla tbt Nawffii 9AIYID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURI, 
Kban Bahadur: The mmnber is referred to the re^es givra to quentionc 


tipmliM af iludMal and EmeotiM fiHMlioiM. 

M. tabu tURENDRA NATH MULLICKi (a) Will the Hcm’ble 
the Member in charge oi the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether any effect is intended to be given by the Government to 
the resolution of this Council passed in the winter sessions regarding 
the separation of the Judicial and Executive functions in Bengal? 

(6) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government 
for the purpose of arriving . at a suitable scheme for an effectual 
^separation ? 

TN Hon'bld Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and The member is 
referred to the answer given to a starred question on the same subject 
asked at this meeting by Mr. ^joy Chunder Dutt. 


Sanitary Commissioner, Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

97. Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: WiU tbe Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the table the report of the work done by the Sanitary Com¬ 
missioner, Eastern Bengal and Assam^ during the last official year? 

The Hon’blo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The appoint¬ 
ment of Sanitary Commissioner, Eastern Bengal and Assam, ceased to 
exist in 1912 on Gie abolition of the province of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. 


Illsgal oxaotioM by xamindars in Rangpur. 

SB. Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of tbe Department of Revenue (Tjand Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether be is aware that reports of realisations of 
abtoabif illegal exactions, threats of violence, wrongful confinement 
and some such other zuluih made by zamindars or camindars’ men upon 
the poor raiyats, are numerous in the district of Rangpnr? 

(6) What action, if any, are the Government taking to pievent 
possilde fntore distttrbances arising out of the present state of affairs P 

Tbs HeiPbla the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN. (a) fVom the annual report on the Land Revenue Admin¬ 
istration in the Bajshahi Division it appews that or illegal 

cesses axe leyied by samindars of Rangpur from their tenants. 

(b) Goveominmit are not aware that any special aetion to prevent 

--_J TX ^_ - . i 





Atttoit ttorttory, MOM Dapirtimut 

M. Sir AlHUTOtH CHAUDHURII Will tbe Hon^ble tiie Membei 
Jn char^ of the Judicial Department be pleased to state- ~ 

(а) why a deputy magistrate has been appointed as Assistant S^e* 

tary in the Judicial Department; 

(б) whether proTision was made in the last Budget for this new 

appointment; 

(c) why no officer of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) has beev 

appointed to this post; 

(d) whether any attempt was made to procure a suitable judicial 

officer for this newly-created post; 

(e) if the answer to (d) be in the affirmative, what has been the. 

result of that attempt; 

(/) how long will the newly-appointed gentleman continue to occupy 
this post and what are his special qualifications for this 
post; 

(ff) whether it is the intention of Government to exclude officers 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) from this post if and 
when it comes to be permanently filled up; 

(h) whether it is a fact that a large number of officers of the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) submitted representations to GoVem* 
ment claiming that this post should be filled from tbeii 
rank; if so, were their representations taken into considera¬ 
tion when filling the post; 

(t) whether it is a fact that there are at present four Assistant 
Secretaries under the Bengal Government who are roemhere 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Executive) and none from the 
ranks of the Bei\ga1 Civil Service (Judicial) ? 

Tha Hoffi*bla Sir ABD-UR>RAHIMS (a) A deputy magistrate has 
been appointed os the post requires administrative experience of a 
cbaratder which a member of the executive service has opportunities of 
acquiring. The incumbent of this post has to deal with administra¬ 
tive work not only of the Judicial Department hut also of the Police 
and the Political Branches of the Chief Secretary's Department. 

(6). Yes. s 

(c) The duties attached to the post are in no sense of a judicial 
character. Further it would ordinarily he doing a dissenrice 
Judicial service if a munsif were to be withdrawn from the Bench for 
a number of years and employed in work of a purely administrative 
character and then sent hack to the Bench prbbably as g 'Sdhor^ate 


-1 (d) Seyeral ajiiilioatio&s fF6m ihe .meinl)erB-of the J^odioial Branch 
of the Beiigsal Giril Service were received and dulj considered. 

(e) Vide answer to (a). 

(/) Ko depute term has been assigned to tl\e appointment. The 
officer selected is a deputy magistrate of 12 years’ service and he hag 
had provions experience of Secretariat work. 

(ff) The officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) are eligible 
for the post and it is not the intention of Government to exclude them, 
^he cases of suitable candidates for that service will be duly considered 
when the occasion arises. 

<^) Yes. 

(t) Yea. 

Country liquor, 

100, Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state (if he is in a position to do so) the strength 
of the country liquor which is generally sold— 

(t) in Calcutta; and 

(it) in the suburbs of Calcutta P 

(6) Is the strength higher than that suggested by the Bxcise 
Commission ? 

Tho Hoirao the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 
Ktian Babatfur: (a) (t) and (it) 26°, 40^ and 70° under proof. 

(b) No. 

Privilogo to Staamor Companies plying boats and vessels through 

Cireutar and Eostei'n Canals. 

101. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased .to 
state— 

(i) whether the cargo boats and vessels of the India General Steam 

' Nevigation and Rivers Steam Navigation Componies, plying 
through the Circular and Eastern Canals, enjoy any privi> 
leges in the matter of the payment of tolls; 

(ii) whether the tolls on such boats and vesseb aie barged on way 

bills ahd manifests furnished by the employees of the Com* 
ponies; and 

(iii) whether the way biUs of the Companies are checked by the 



(h) li the iBswer to («) is in the afllrmatiye, wiU the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state when and why such privileges were granted 
to the said Companies P 

The Hofi*ble the MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR ef 

BURDWAN: (a) (i) There are no special privileges beyond those allow¬ 
able by the navigation rules for the Calcutta Canals and Tolly's Nulla 
system. 

(it) Yes. 

(in) No. 

(6) The privilege was granted from 1913 with a view to avoid deten¬ 
tion of vessels belonging to approved firms whose manifests could 
be accepted as reliable and authorised under amendment of rules pub* 
lished under Irrigation Department notification No. 7 of the 15th July, 
1913. 


Drunkenness in Caleutta and its suburbs. 

102, Rw HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agricultui’e and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there has been a steady 
increase in drunkenness and convictions arising therefrom in Calcutta 
and its suburbs during the last five years ? 

The Hon>Ms ths Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: The number of convictions for drunkenness has increased 
in Calcutta, but has decreased in the suburbs. The increase in the 
number of convictions, however, does not necessarily indicate an 
increase in drunkenness. 


Waiting-room at Barisal stoamor otatkm. « 

103. MaUvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department he pleased to state— 

(t) whether he is aware of the fact that there is no waiting-rocm 

at Barisal for any class of passenger whatever; 

(u) whether he is aware of the fact that passengers from Patna* 

khali and other parts of the district of Bakarganj have gol 
to wait for six and seven hours at BariMl for the 
Khulna steamer; and 

(tit) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
inviting the immediate attention of the Kivers Rteam Navi* 
gation Company to this grievance ? 



(c) Whether it is a fact that a large sum at money is spent annually 
by ChrraRunent for the Sundarbans colonisation scheme at Kelowpara 
and the neighbourhood ? 

(d) Whether he is aware of the fact that a considerable number of 
men and women have got to come to Paihakhali from Selowpara and 
the neighbourhood for purposes of trade and litigation? 

(e) Whether the Goremment are considering the desirability of 
addressing the Rivers Steam Navigation Company on the desirability of 
introducing a steamer service between Fatuakhali and Kelowpara? 

The Hon’Md Mr. KERR: (a) (t) Government are informed that the 
Rivers Steam Navigation Company’s office at Barisal contains a 
spacious room and verandah for Indian female passengers, and a verandah 
space for male passengers. Arrangements are being inade to close in a 
portion of the verandah space for male x^assengers. 

(ii) There are two services to Barisal from Patuakhali, vis., the 
** Express/’ which arrives at about 8 hours and suits court litigants 
and the ** Inter/’ which arrives at about 22 hours and forms conneo* 
tion with the Amtali and Galaohipa feeders. In the rase of the 
" Express/’ passengers for Calcutta travel by the Barisal-Khtilne 
Express steamer, which leaves at 16-30 hours and thus have to wait 
about 8} hours. Passengers by the ** Inter ” for Calcutta leave by the 
down Ehulnu night mail at 6 hours after a wait of about 7 hours. 
The Steamer Companies report that there are insufficient passengers for 
Calcutta to warrant making any change and any change that might be 
made would he to the disadvantage of the local passengers, who are much 
more numerous than passengers for Calcutta. 

(ut) In view of the facts mentioned in (it) Goremment do not pro* 
pose to take any action. 

(b) There is no steamer service between Patuakhali and Kelowpara. . 
Steamers mu to Amtali, which is about 14 miles by boat from Kelow¬ 
para. The Steamer Companies hope to establish a service to Kelowpara ' 
when steamers are available. 

(c) Yes. 

(<2) Government ha4e no information. 

(e) Government have already addressed the Steamer Com])anies with 
the result stated in (h). 

CiYil Servioe (dudioial). 

101. Mwlwi FAZLAL KARIM: With reference to the reply to my 
unstaired question No. .196 (6) (tt) asked at the meeting of the 4th 
July last, will the Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether he is at present in a position to state when the pro- 



(6) the reasons for not issuing salary slips ^or Bs. dOO to .those 
munsifs who joined the serrice in 1919 and have oom|deted 
one year’s serrice; and 

(c) the names of those munsifs who joined the service in 1919 or 
in 1920 and have completed one year’s service, with the 
respective dates when each of them completed such service f 

The Hon'M* Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The .local Government » 
in communication with the High Court and therefore no definite state¬ 
ment can be made at present. 

(b) Salary slips fqr Rs. 300 have been issued to those munsifs who 
have completed one year’s service. 

(c) A list is laid on the library table. 

Baitun Najat Imambara at Garden Reach. 

105. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI; (a) Will the Kon’ble the Membei 
in charge of the Political Department bo pleased to state the full 
history of the Baitun Najat Imambara at Garden Beach and its present 
condition ? 

(b) What steps are taken for the preservation and upkeep of thif 
building, and under whose care is it placed ? 

(c) Is it in charge of a private person or in charge oF one of the sons 
of the King of Oudh P 

(d) Is it a fact that the major portion of the purchase money of this 
building was paid out of the assets of the property left by the late King 
of OudhP 

' The Hoii*Me Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (d) Some lands 
with buildings belonging to the estate of the late King of Oudh were 
sold by public auction in 1894, and the purchasers wished to demolish 
the buildings. The Muhammadan community objected on the ground 
that some of the buildings were used for religious purposes, and it was 
arranged that the building known as Baitun Najat Imambara, together 
with its site, should be repurchased for Bs. 26,000, half of the cost 
being met by subscription from the Muhammadan community and the 
other half from the estate of the late King of 0\idh, subject to- the 
ecndition that the surplus land not required for the purposes of the 
Imambara should be sold and the proceeds credited to the Oudh estate. 

A managing committee was chosen by the subscribers, and it was 
decided that the deed of conveyance of the in'Ojierty should be executed 
iu favour of the Secretary of State for India, and that the Imambara and 
its approach way shoxild then be conveyed to the members of the manag- 


ef State for India in 1895, and tlie managing committee was given 
irossessioni of it, though no deed conveying it to the committee appears 
to have been executed. The surplus land was subsequently sold to 
the managing committee for Rs. 4,000 and tl^e amount credited to the 
Ovdh estate. 

It was reported to Govemment in 1919, that the conveyance of the 
property to the committee had not been effected, and that most of the 
members of the committee eletded in 1895 were dead. The question of 
the formation of a new committee, to which the property might be trans* 
7erred, has since been under consideration, the delay having been due 
to the difficulty of tracing the original subscril^ers or their i>resent 
reitresentatives. 

^b) and (c) Government have no information as to its present con* 
dition. The proi>erty has been in the possession and under the manage¬ 
ment of the committee since 1895 and Government arc not responsible 
for its maintenance. 

Hindus and Muhammadans in the Police Service. 

lOe. Khan BfOiadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIi 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge* of the Police Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement giving the following informa¬ 
tion regarding the Bengal Police force, vis., the total number of— 

(а) sub-inspectors— 

(1) Hindus; 

(2) Muhammadans; ■ 

(б) inspectors— 

(1) Hindus; 

(2) Muhammadans; 

(c) deputy superintendents of police— 

(1) Hindus; 

(2) Muhammadans; 

(d) superintendents of x>oHce— 

(1) Hindus; 

(2) Muhammadans? 

Tha Hon*bi0 Sir HENRY WHEELER: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to umtarred question No. 106. 



ToUl number. 

Hindus. 

ICahsnuDSdsQB. 

SabdnBpecton 

... 1,833 

1,100 

719 

Inspeotort 

291 

191 

23 

Deputy superintendents ... 

30 

20 (o) 

9(a) 

Snperrotesdente ... 

68 

4(6) 

1(c) 


{m) InelvdiBK oAemw on d«patstioB. 
(t) Twoof thoasninb.p^lciii. 

QhV mmt. 




ChauMdari tax. 


107, Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED! WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been or is being taken by the Government on the 
resolution passed by the Bengal Agriculturists’ Association (13, Mirza- 
pur Street, Calcutta), recommending the abolition of the village chauki- 
dari tax on agriculturists ? 

Tho Hon*bla Sir HENRY WHEELER. No such resolution as thatr 
referred to in the question has been received by Government. 

Local boards in smaller areas. 

108, Babu TANKAMATH CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the districts boards and local boards have been 
asked to express their opinion on the subject of the formation of local 
boards in areas smaller than that of a subdivision I’ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in tho affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the names of tho boards that have expressed— 

(t) their opinion in favour of the scheme; 

(tt) their opinion against the scheme; and 

(m) no opinion up to date ? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Only the 
district boards were asked to express their opiiiiuu. 

(6) (i) Murshidabad, Burdwan, Faridpiu’, Bakarganj, Mymensingh, 
Jessore, Birbhum, Midnapore, ITooghly, Dinajpurj Jalpaiguri, Bogra 
and Malda. 

(it) Kajshabi, Dacca. 24-ParganHR, Khulna, Bankura, Bangpur, 
Pabna, Nadia and Howrah. 

(iii) Chittagong, Tippera and Noakhali. 

“ Vakalatnamn ** in Calcutta Police Courts. 

109, Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the. Judicial Department be pleased 
to state why vakalatnam/t» are not required in the Calcutta Police 
Courts P 

(6) Do the Government propose to introduce the system? 

The Hon’bie Sir ABD^UR^RAHIM: (a) -In accordance with the 




on the advice of the Advocate^eneral, it was decided not to sanctioii 
any rule requiring vakalatnama$ from pleaders appearing in the Volice 
Courts. 

(6) No. 

Bengal Civil Sarvioe ags-limit. 

110. BabU IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA; (a) With reference to the 
answer to question No. 103 at the last July sessions of the Bengal 
^Legislative Council, in which the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the 
Appointment Department was pleased to state that the question of the 
age-limit of candidates for appointment to the Bengal Civil, Service is 
under tiie consideration of the Government, will the Hon'ble the Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state when the new rules are likely to be published P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving effect 
to these rules from the current year, to enable candidates to get the 
advantage of these rules before the year’s appointments are made? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) The question of fram¬ 
ing revised rules for the recruitment of the Bengal Civil Service is still 
under the consideration of Government. It is not i) 08 sible to say at 
present when the new rules are likely to be published. 

(5) No. 


Salt imported into Bengal. 

Ill, Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state the 
quantity of salt imported into Bengal during the last financial year:— 

(») from foreign countries; 

(ii) from other parts of India ? 

(b) Is any salt produced in Bengal P 

(c) If Gie answer to (h) is in the affirmative, then, where and in 
what quantities is salt produced in Bengal P 

(d) What steps have been taken or are proposed to be taken by the 
Government in order to enmurage the manufacture of salt in Bengal? 

The Hon’blo Mr, KERR; (a) (t) 15,606,330 maunds. 

(ii) 647,235 maunds. 

(5) and (c) Salt is not produced on a large scale in Bengal. A 
certain quantity, amounting last year to 780 maunds, is educed in ihe 
jvocess of refinement of saltpetre, and last year 300 maunds of impure 
salt (sitta) were left in the course of refinement. There are five 
lioeneed saltpetre refineries at Maniktala, Sulkea, Kakurgachi, Bahirsura 








^ Midnapore and the 24^P«rftknaB, wel« permllted to manulfacture salt 
^ entail quantities and primarily for domestic conBumption, but orders 
have recently been issued withdrawing this concession with effect *£roiii 
the Ist October, 1921. 

{d) Formerly the manufacture of salt in Bengal was absolutely 
prohibited, but it is/pow permitted under license-igranted by Govern¬ 
ment. 

One .firm has taken out; a license, but it is Understood that manu¬ 
facture has not yet started. Government are prepared to consider 
applications for further licenses. 

Btbu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: It appears from the answer to 
questions (5) and (c) that last year the people in certain saliferous 
districts were permitted to manufacture salt in small quantities. Will 
the Hon’hie Member be pleased to state why this concession bas been 
withdrawn this year? 

The Hon'ble Mr, KERR: The answer to that is given in more detaiL 
in another question. The fact is that the manufacture of salt in those 
areas wtu) against law, but during the war, owing to'shortage of salt, 
Government gave instructions to the Commissioner of Salt that he 
should not institute prosecutions for petty breaches of the law in- those 
areas. As there is now plenty of salt available, Government have 
decided that the law must take its course in the future. 


Irrigated areaa. 


112. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadurs WUl the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to 
state the figures for the last three years:— 

(t) of the area irrigated in Bengal; 

(u) how it is irrigated; 

(m) how much area is beyond the means of any kind of irrigation; 
(iv) how much of the area irrigated is productive, and how much 
preventive; 

(r) what expenditure is incurred annually both, for the productive 
and the preventive measures; and 

(in) what annual income is derived from the pi'oductive measures? 


The Hon’hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ,of 
BURDWAN: (i) The area irrigated in Bengal from canals during the 
last thi'ee years is shown below:— 


By the Midnapore Canal 
By the Eden Canal 


191S19. 

ISl^SO. 

J920-21. 

Acrea 

Acres. 

Acrea 

80,749 

89,692 

91,06G 

20,639 


99 916 



(it) By flow or grayitation system by water drawn from the rivers 
Cossye aiid Damodar. ^ 

(in) The total area commanded by the two systems of canals is 
230,400 acres and the rest of the area in Bengal is beyond the command 
of any artificial system of irrigation. 

(w) The Midnapore Canal system is the only work classified as 
** Productive/* and the areas are given in (t) above. There is no system 
of irrigation works in Bengal under classification ** Protective/- which 
k presumably the member refers to as “ Preventive.” 

(v) The expenditure on Productive Irrigation Works in Bengal for 
the last three years is given below:— 


. 

► 


Ba. 

1918.19 



1,74,913 

1919-20 

• •• 

• •• 

... 1,91,110 

1925-21 

• •• 

• •• 

1,89,662 


Expenditure, on Productive Irrigation Works is—Nil. 

(vt) The income derived fi'om Productive Irrigation Works during 


the last three years is given below:— 

i 

GroH Working Met 

receipt!) expeuMi. reoeiptn 

Kfl. Kb. Ks. 

1918- 19 ... 2,36,111 1,74,913 61,198 

1919- 20 ... 2,40,089 1,91,110 48,979 

1920- 21 ... 2,40,216 1,89,662 60,563 


Navigation tolls on oortain oanab. 

113. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will tbe Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tbe Department of Ixrigation be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the receipts from the navigation tolls on 
the Calcutta and the Eastern Canals and the Hijili Tidal Canal, from 
January, 1921, and also the corresponding figures of the last ten years? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: A statement showing the receipts from navigation tolls 
on the Calcutta and Eastern Canals and the Hijili Tidal Canal, from 
January to July, 1911—1921, is laid on the table. 



SUUement referred to in the reply to unetarred qwstion No. 21S showing navigation receipts from January to July 

mi—1921. 
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DeiMUtniMit of Porte and Pikrtage. 

114. Roi LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Boliadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the names of the ufHciuls receiving, salaries 
from Bs. 300 and upwards per month in the Department of Ports and 
Pilotage, with their qualifications, period of service and the method of 
recruitment and promotion of officers holding these i^osts? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. KERR: The member is referred to pages 283-389 
of the Bengal Civil List. The members of the Bengal Pilot Service do 
not draw salaries but receive fees for the ships piloted subject to the 
following guaranteed minima:— 


Branch Pilots 

• so 

• •• 

see 

Per mensem 

Rs. 

... 1,800 

Senior Master Pilots 

• •• 

• •• 


... 1,100 

Junior Master Pilots 

see 

• •• 

• •• 

700 

Mate Pilots ... 

• •a 

see 

1 

• •e 

... 600 


Copies of the regulations for the recruitment and ])romotion of the 
Pilot ^rvice have been placed in the libraiy. The Poi-t Officers and Ship- 
Surveyors are officers of the Boyal Indian Marine dep\ited by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 


Behula (Oangoor) river. 

116. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon*ble the Memlwr in charge of the Department of litigation be pleased 
to state whether his attention has been drawn to a letter under the 
heading “ Bengal and Irrigation ” in the Englishman of the 22nd July? 

(6) If so, have the Government considered the desirability of adopt¬ 
ing the scheme as proposed therein ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the area through which 
the river Behula (or the Gangoor as it is called in ceiiain places) flows, 
suffers much on account of the silting up of the said river and, if so, 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of taking steps 
to mitigate the severity of malaria and also to solve the question of 
scarcity of water in those areas by re-excavating the f*aid river ? 

{d) If so, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleabed to state the pro¬ 
bable cost to be incurred? 

(c) Have the Government considered the desii-abiltty of connecting 


Tlw Hon'ble tN MAHARAJADHtRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BU ROWAN I (a) Yes. 

(b) The scheme cannot be adopted at the present stage owing to 
limited supply in the Eden Canal. 

(c) Yes, but no improvement is feasible unless an assured supply 
of water is made available for flushing, and this will only be possible 
after the Damodar Canal project is carried out. 

(d) No estimates have been prepared. 

(e) Please see reply to (a), which presumably refers to the same^ 
proposal. 


Tox on affltiation of seeondary schools. 

116. Bobu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Calcutta University Senate has passed a 
resolution to levy a tax of Rs. 100 annually from secondary schools if 
they want affiliation P 

(h) If so, have the Government approved the same? 

(c) When does the University projiose to begin collecting the tax? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: (a) It is a fact. 

(b) No request for approval has been submitted to Government. 

(c) It is understood that action on the resolution has been postponed. 


Ministerial Ofllosrs of the Settlement Department. 

117. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDS (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the ministerial officers of 
the Settlement Department have forwarded to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal a copy of the proceedings of the All-Bengal Settle¬ 
ment Ministerial Officers’ Conference, held at Jessore on the 14th 
Pebruary last P 

(6) Will tbe Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps the 
Government are taking to give effect to the prayers embodied in the 
resolution P 

(c) Did the ministerial officers of the Settlement Department pray 
for a deputation to represent their grievances to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Revenue Secretary directed them to send 


(e) Is it« fact that the ministerial officers of the Settlement Depart¬ 
ment did send their petition through the Director of liand Eeoords as 
directed ? 

(/) If so, has the deputation been allowed? If not, why? 

The Hon’Uo the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The memorial is being considered by the Director of Tjand 
I Records, Bengal. 

Yes. 

(d) No, 

(e) They sent a petition to the Director of Land Records, Bengal. 
(/) No. The Director of Land Reco.fds, Bengal, is the proper authc- 

rity to deal with the petition. 


Deputy end sulMleputy oolleotors. 

118. Meuivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon*ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointments Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a deputy collector reache.) Rs. 400 in liis 
seventh year, while a sub-deputy colleclor reaches Rs. 400 in his 24th 
year of service ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the initial educational qualifications required of 
deputy collectors and suh-deputy coUecto]*s are the same? 

The HorPhla Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Under the time-scale a 
deputy collector is ordinarily entitled to a pay of Rs. 400 in the seventh 
year of his service. A sub-deputy collector is entitled to a pay of 
lls. 400 in the 26th year of service, provided he passes the efficiency 
bar. 

(b) The minimum educational qualifications required of candidates 
for the two services is the same under the existing rules. Othei 
differences between the two serviees have been explained on more than 
one occasion in the Legislative Oouncil. 


Siib-daputy oolleotors ond police inspeotors. 

119. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is not a fact that the time-scale of pay sanctioned in the case 
of police inspectors provided for a bi-annual increment of Bs. 2-5, while 



( 6 ) li so, will the Government be pleased to give the reason lor this 
differentiation ? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the present time^scale 
does not permit of some of the most deserving members of this service 
(e.g.f those who were promoted from lower ranks) reaching Bs. 30Q 
before they complete their career? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of modifying 
the present time-scale rules by introducing a bi-annual increment of 
Bs. 25, at least till they reach Bs. iKK), on the analogy of police 4 
inspectors P 

The Hoii>ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 

(5) The conditions of the two services are not unalogous. The 
majority of sub-deputy collectors are recruited direct, while inspectors 
are promoted. No comparison can, therefore, be aptly made. 

(c) The point in the time-scale reached by a promoted officer at the 
conclusion of his service will depend on the age at which he was 
promoted. 

(d) No. 


Cantting ol sub-ctoputy eolleotors. 

• 

120. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Has the Hon’ble the Membei 
in charge of the Ap]X)intment Department taken any action ^ to give 
effect to the Government acceptance of the resolution of the Hon’ble 
Babu Akbil Chandra Duti, at the Dacca session of the Legislative 
Council, some time ago, to the effect that sub-deputy collectors should 
be treated as gazetted officers? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The matter is still under 
consideration. A reference was necessary to the Government of India, 
whose final orders have only recently been received. An announcement 
will be made shortly. 


Settlement operetions. 

121. Muilyi RAFi UDDIN AHMED: (a) WiU the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Bevenue) be 
pleased to state whether it has been estimated how long the settlement 
work will continue* in Bengal? If so, what is the period estimated? 
(6) How do the Government propose to provide for Die ministerial 


Tht Htfi>bto tlw MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (a) According to the programme Banctioned by the 
Government of India in 1916, the prepai’ation of records of rights «ould 
have been completed in the year 19314)2. Owing to the reduction of 
programme caused by the war, the programme cannot now be completed 
until' the year 1933-34; but progress depends on the provision of funds. 

(b) Ministerial officers in the District Settlement offices are tern* 
porary. The reply to (a) will show that it would be premature to 
^ consider now whether any provision should be made for tbem or not. 


Imperial Polioa Service. 

122. BHW 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI S (a) Will the Hon*ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to say whether it is a fact that the Enroi)ean officers of the Imperial 
Police submitted representations to the Secretary of State regarding 
further increase in their pay, and is it a fact that their pay has since 
been further increased P 

(6) If so, will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of their representation to the Secretary of State and the 
order of the latter thereon and to state how the order, if given effect 
to, will affect the Indian officers? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how it is 
proposed to meet the increase in the pay of the Imperial Service? 

(d) Is it in the contemplation of Government to Bus])end the.payment 
of increment sanctioned for the Imperial Service owing to financial 
stringency ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to stop further recruitment of assistant superintendents of iK)Iice in 
England for the next ten years ? 

The Hoii*ble8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes 

(6) Government do not propose to lay on the table the repi*esenta- 
tion in question which was addressed to the Secretary of State. A copy 
of the resolution of the Government of India fixing the revised rates 
of pay for the Indian Police Service is laid on the library table. The 
only difference in the case of directly recruited Indian officers is that 
they will not be entitled to overseas pay. The rates of pay for pro¬ 
moted officers are still under consideration. 

(e) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 


AlligMl wmoyanM totht wif« of Bata Bawwti 
Kumar Majuimlar. 


123. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs (a) Wm the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to'state 
vhether it is a fact that the wife of Babu Basanta Kumar Majumdarj 
who has l)eeii staying at Narayanganj, Dacca, since the arrest and 
remoTal of her husband, was subjected to personal annoyance and indig* 
nity by the local police, who posted a number of constables at her door^ 
to keep off visitors and friends from her house P 

(6) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hou*ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government have taken any 
notice of the conduct of the police officers concerned? 

The Horfble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) The facts are as 
follows;— 

After an order was passed under section 144, CrimimU Procedure 
Gode, prohibiting the holding of political meetings in Narayanganj, the 
suhdivisional officer ordered the sub-insx>ector of police to warn the 
president of the Narayanganj Congress committee not to hold political 
meetings at or near the house of Babu Basanta Kumar Majumdar, and 
also instructed the sub-inspector to infonn the wife of Babu Basanta 
Kumar Majumdar of this. As many non-co-operators add others used 
to gather at or around this house and thus blocked the public road, two 
constables were deputed there to keep the road clear for use by the 
public. No annoyance or indignity was offered to the lady in question. 


Sapartte aooounU for land revanuo. 

* 

124. BNbu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS Will the Hon’ble 
the Member iu charge of the Department of Bevenue he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the income and expenditure in 
Bengal on account of the separation of account for land revenue in the 
Collectorate for the last ten years ? 

The Hon'Me the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 

BURDWANS The collection of the information would involve an expen* 
diture of time and labour which would not he commensurate with the 
value of the results. It has been estimated that whilst the annual 
income from separate account fees is Bs. 4,000, the expenses of main- 



Acoommad a ttoii ftr ^ punlii » UOim on ttit knriror deOk of 

intend stoomoro. 

125i Mr* M» AttMED: (a) Is tlie Hon'ble the Member iii charge of 
the Marine Department aware of the inconvenience caused to 
the Indian purdnfiashin ladies travelling first and second class in inland 
steamers of the India General Navigation and Railway and RiverF 
Steam Navigation Companies for want of accommodation on the lowei 
deck? 

(b) Is the Hon*ble the Member aware of the fact that acconimoda- 
tion on the lower deck would make it easier for these ladies to enter 
or leave jMJanquins? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
steamer companies to provide lower-deck accommodation for purdn* 
nafthin ladies travelling first and second class P 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The steamer companies have been consulted, but report that 
there is insufficient room on the lower decks for first and second class 
cabins to he constructed. ‘ 


Caloutte Polioe end Smell CeusM Courts. 

126. BMW 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUOHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state the reason why the Judges and Magistrates of the Calcutta Court 
of Small Causes and the Calcutta Police Courts, respectively, are not 
transferred ? 

Tho HoiPbto Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Because these Magistrates and 
Judges are appointed for particular courts and not in a service where 
conditions of transfer prevail. 

Silting up of the Brahmaputra. 

127. Mr. S. M. BOSE, (a) Has the attention of the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation been drawn to the 
fact that the river Brahmaputra in Mymensingh is being silted up? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble tbe Member aware that the state of the liver is 
causing serious difficulty in navigation and also a bad effect on the 
health of the town of Mymensingh? 



The the MAHARMADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Tee. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No inquiry is possible at present owing to the depleted staff of 
the Irrigation Department, but the subject will be taken up when the 
staff is strengthened. 


Muhommadan pdioe offloera. 

120. Mauivi A. H, M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay a state* 
ment on the table showing the total number of sub<inspectors, irspec* 
tors, and deputy superintendents in the Bengal Police, and also the 
number of Muhammadan officrers under each head? 

(h) What is the reason for such n low percentage of Muhammadan 
officers in the mnk of inspectors? 

(c) What is the reason for jtueh a imucity of Muhammadan deputy 
superintendents of police ? 

(fl) What is the procedure by which sub-inspectors are promoted to 
the rank of inspectors, and inspectors to the rank of deputy superin* 
tendents ? 

(e) What is the number of inspectors promoted permanently to the 
rank of deputy superintendents during the last ten years, and tbe number 
and names of Muhammadans among them ? 

The Hon^Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement is placed 
on the table. 

(h) Appointments of inspectors are not filled by direct recruitment 
but by promotion of officers from tbe rank of suVinspector. Formerly, 
owing to the dearth of suitable candidates, tbe number of Muham* 
madan officers in the rank of sub-inspectors was comparatively small, 
but for some years past, half tbe number of direct appointments has 
been filled by Muhammadans. Most of these officers are still junior in 
service and when their turn for promotion comes, it is expected that 
there will be a larger proportion of Muhammadan officers in the rank 
of inspector. 

(c) Out of 30 appointments of deputy superintendent, 9 are held by 
Muhammadans. This is a fair proportion, considering the relative 
number of senior Muhammadan and non-Mubammadan inspectors. 

(d) The infonuation is contained in rule 18 (h) and appendix VI (A), 
Volume I, and rule 69 and appendix YV (A), Volume of Folioe 



( 0 ). Twenty mspeotora were promoted to the rank of deputy supenn* 
tendent between the 1st April, 1912, nnd the Slat December, 1920, of 
whom three were Muhammadans, namely— 

(1) Khan Sahib Ghulam Rabbani (since retired). 

(2) Saiyid Rasidun Xabi (substantive pro temporet sinoe died). 

(3) Khan Sahib Muhammad Yusuf (substantive pro ttmpore). 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 128, showing the total number of suh^inspectors, inspectors and 
deputy superintendents in the Bengal VoUce and the number of 
Muhammadan oncers under each head. 
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Late Mauivi Mir Abdus Sobhan, an offloiating deputy superintendent of 

police. 

129. Mdbivi A. H, M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member iu char^^ of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Mauivi Mir AIkIus Sobhan, late an otHciating 
deputy superintendent of police, Tippera, applied, on account of ill- 
healtb, for a transfer to a healthier place, and, failing this, for leave, but 
the Inspector-General refused to grant him leave or a transfer and the 
officer succumbed to his illness? 

(6) What were the reasons for refusing the reejuests of the deceased 
officer? 

(c) On whose advice were the officer’s requests refused? 

TIM Notable Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a), (6'i and (c) The facts 
are as follows:— 

The late Mauivi Mir Abdus Sobhan, when officiating as a deputy 
superintendent of police at Comilla, applied for and was granted six 
months* leav^with effect from the 22nd April, 1918. He returned to 
duty on expiry of this leave and sinoe then he neither submitted any 
appHoation for transfer to a healthier place nor, aa an alternative, for 




leave. Id January, 1919, the Range Deputy Inspector^General sug- 
gested his transfer to Dacca, but this could not be arranged as there 
was DO vacancy there at the time. Subsequently on the occurrence of a 
vacancy in May, 1919, he was transferred to Dacca, where he died on 
the 28th June, 1919. 


Victoria CollegOi Comilla. 

130. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQi (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that the 
privilege of half an hour’s time which all the Moslem boys of the Comilla 
town schools get to say their mid-day prayers, is not given to the Mos¬ 
lem boys of the local Victoria College? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
with a view to the removal of this grievance? 

The Hon'bit Mr. P. c. MITTER: (rz) Government are not aware of 
this. 

(&) No action is contemplated, the institution not being a Govern¬ 
ment college. 


Polioe Servioa. 

131. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: {a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state—(t) the 
minimum, (»*) the maximum, and (Hi) the average pay of the follow¬ 
ing officers as they were before the recent revision of scale of {my as 
well as they are or will be after the revision:— 

(1) superintendent of police; 

(2) assistant superintendent of police; 

(J) deputy superintendent of police ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say what rank, from 
the point of view of average salary, the Provincial Police Service occu¬ 
pied among Bengal Provincial Service before the recent reorganisation, 
and what rank it now occupies after the reorganiaation ? 

(c) If theie has been any lowering of rank, what is the reason for 
this? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Public Services Commission tficommended 
‘a similar scale of pay for all Provincial Services ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to sa^'^lrhy a lower 


(/) WiU'the Hon ble the Member be pleaAed to state the total 
number of officers in each of the following positions:— 

(7) superintendent of police; 

(2) additional superintendent of police; 

(d) assistant superintendent of police; 

(4) deputy superintendent of police ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say what qualifica* 
tions are essentially necessary for appointment as assistant superm* 
tendent of police P 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Member bc^ pleased to say whether there 
is any proposal of abolishing either the posts of assistant superintendents 
or of deputy superintendents % 

(i) Is it a fact that the assistant sui>erintendeuts on a|q>ointment get 
a lump sum of money for the purchase of uniform, etc., and the deputy 
superintendents get no such money on their appointment P 

(;') If so, will the Oovenimeiit bo pleased to say why such grants 
are made in the case of the fornici’ and not made in tho case of the 
latter P 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The figures arc as 
follows, including overseas allowances:— 


BKFOBK RBOUGIKISATION. ArTRU SItOHUANISiTJON. 
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Btlolmam. 

Kaximom. 

Ulnlmun. 

Haxlnam. 


Rb. 

R». 

Rs. 

Kfl. 

Suporintt'iideiits of police 

700 

1,200 

725 

1,700 

AssUtaot Ruperiutendents of police 

300 

500 

450 

925® 

Deputy superintendents of polioo 

250 

500 

200 

700 


This fignre U ttw max imam pay admissible nnder tbe inferior ncale (16th jear). Kormallv 

m-a ■% aMaam waisIaI raw/anaAfA/l a H vaAvs 


before retohini: it, an officer would have been promoted to a superior poet. Tbe' 
has not yet been ealcniated and figares under (ut) cannot, therefor^ be given. 


aveiage pay 


(b) and (c) No attempt is made to rank services with regard to each 


other in respect of pay. 

(d) and (e) No. 

(f) The figures are as follows:— 

Superintendents of police ... ... ... 45 

Additional superintendents of police ... ... 13 

Assistant superintendents of police ... ..52 

Deputy superintendents of police ... ... 30 


(g) A copy of the rules for recruitment of the Indian Police is laid 
on the library table. 

(h) No. , 

(t) and (;) Yes. The question of extending the privilege to deputy 
luperintendents of police is now under the consideration of Government. 



Dapiity suparintMidaiits of poliet. 


132. Bobu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKARs (a) WiU the Hon'ble 
the Member in char^ of tbe Appointment Department be pleased to 
say whether it is a fact that the initial pay of promoted deputy superio' 
t-endents has been fixed at Rs. 320 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Government of India had already authorised 
the local Government to fix it at Rs. 400? 

(c) Is it under the consideration of Government to give deput/* 
superintendents travelling allowance at the same rates as are given to 
the assistant superintendents of police ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the status 
of a deputy superintendent has been made inferior to that of an assistant 
superintendent of police ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Police Commission held that the depart¬ 
mental status of both the ranks should be practically the same? 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Ten. 

(6) The local Government is empowered to fix the initial pay within 
the maximum limit of Rs. 400. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The departmental status of the two classes of officers is similar, 
bfit this does not necessarily imply equality in other respects among 
officers who are members of two services, one of which is Imperial and 
the other Provincial. 

(e) The member is referred to paragraph 66 of the Police Com' 
mission’s Report. 


Allowanotts to oirolo oflteors. 

138. NamEuaita K. M, AFZAL, Khan Bahadurs (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware that the 
recent Government resolution regarding the allowances of circle officers 
has given rise to dissatisfaction among the circle officers? 

(h) Is it a fact that it is below tbe standard obtaining in the Settle¬ 
ment and Cooperative Departments for such class of officers? 

(c) la the Hon’ble tbe Member aware that at least some of tbe dry 
districts, or some subdivisions of them, would require boats during 
the rains, e.g., Hoogbly, Pabna, Bogra. Rangpur, etc. ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising the 


(«) Is the Hon'hle the Member aware that the feeling exists that 
these allowances will fall short of the amount to he required for the 
moTing about of the circle officers with due regard to their position and 
prestige owing to the rise in prices ? 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
these allowances and of reducing the number of days of tour to 15 day» 
a month, as in the case of the Superintendents of Excise, or of keeping 
the old system intact? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (e) Representations 
have been received that the allowance is inadequate in certain ateai^. 

(b) Officers of the same class employed in the Co-operative Depart¬ 
ment receive travelling allowance under the ordinary rales. Compari¬ 
son cannot, therefore, easily be made. Officers employed in settlement 
are in camp for long periods. They therefore travel with more baggage 
than when otherwise employed and at greater cost. They have, there¬ 
fore, been allowed travelling allowance at 50 per cent, above the rate 
otheiwise admissible according to the class to which, they belong. 
Their settlement allowance is the same as that of circle officers (Rs. 60). 
while the latter enjoy a house allowance of Rs. 25. 

(c) and (d) These points are under'the consideration of Government. 

(f) No. 


Caloutta University reforms. 

134. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; WiU the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state what steps, if any, have been taken or are proposed to be taken 
to give effect to those reforms in the Calcutta University which in the 
opinion of the Sadler Commission “ought not to be postponed whatever 
scheme be adopted,*’ with a view to enacting and enforcing the recom* 
mendations in general of the said Commission? 

TilS Hon^blS Mr. P. C. MITTER; While fully appreciating the. 
urgency and importance of reforming the Calcutta University on the 
lines of the recommendations of the Sadler Commission, Governmeni 
regret to state that owing to the financial position to which the province 
has been reduced by the financial arrangements recently promulgated, 
it is not possible to give effect to the recommendations of the Commis¬ 
sion. The first essential step in the matter is to obtain a more satis¬ 
factory financial readjustment for the province. Beyond representing 
to the authorities concerned their extremely unsatisfactory financial 


Aidad Hospitals. 

las. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY, Bshadun WiU the Hon'ble 
the Miniflter in charge of the Department of Jiocal Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 

(i) tho number of hospitals in Bengal receiving gitints from the 
Government; 

(tt) the number of hospitals not receiving aii>‘ grant from the 
Government; and 

(tu) the average area served by each such hospital? 

The Hon’bis Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (i) The total 
number of charitable dispensaries in Bengal at the end of the year 1020 
was 714, viz., 22 in Calcutta and 692 outside Calcutta. Of these 28 are 
maintained by Government; 67 others (non-Government dispen¬ 
saries). receive monetary grants for maintenance and 91 receive mcme* 
fary grants for free supply of medicines to Government servants. As 
21 of the above number receive both kinds of grantsi the actual number 
of dispensaries receiving monetary grants from Government is 137. 

(li) All non-Government dispensaries under Government supervision 
ai*e helped by Government in some form or other, even if they 
do not receive a monetary grant. Government supplies them free of 
cost with books (e.p., nomenclature of diseases, etc.), registers, 
forms, etc. No excise duty is realised from them on the quantity of 
spirit required for the preparation of tinctures supplied to them. Occa¬ 
sional monetary grants are also sanctioned by the Commissioners of 
Divisions from the funds at their disposal. 

(im) Each dispensary serves 110;2 square miles on an average. 

Training of nurses. 

136. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAYl (a) Will the Hon'bie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govei'nment be 
pleased to state wbat arrangements, if any, there are lor the training 
of nurses in the Calcutta Medical College, Campbell and Sambhu Nath 
Pandit Hospitals ? 

(6) If no arrangements exist, are the Government considering the 
desirability of making such anangements ? 

Tho Hon^blo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The tiain- 
iug of nurses at the Medical College Hospitals is managed and controlled 
by the Calcutta Hospital Nurses* Institution, the actual training 
beiug given by a I^ady Superintendent of Nursing, assisted by five 
senior nursing sisters. A copy of the rules of the institution for the 


Sambliu Katb Pandit Hospital, the member is referred to the statement 
laid on the table in answer to danse (a) of unstarred question No. 156, 
asked by Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra at the meeting of the 1st April, 
1921. 'There are no arrangements for the training of nurses at the 
Campbell Hospital. 

(5) There is no proposal before Government for making anange- 
ments for the training of nurses at the Campbell Hospital. 

Bhairab river, 

137. Maharbla K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur; (a) Has 

the attention of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Dej^rtment 
of Irrigation been drawn to the fact that the river Bhairab, in the Nadia 
district, is fast silting up and getting choked with water hyacinth? 

(h) Are the Government aonsidering the necessity of taking steps 
to improve the irrigation of this river ? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR eff 

BURDWAN: (a) There is no infomation before Government regard¬ 
ing any rapid silting up of the Bhairab river bed in the Nadia district 
in recent years, nor any information regarding the growth of water 
hyacinth interfering with drainage by the river. 

(5) A preliminary inquiry will be made. 

Listed posts. 

138. Nftwabiada K, M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state the number of listed posts, both superior and inferior, 
existing in Bengal on the Ist December, 1920, and those existing at 
present, and also the proportion which the number of such posts bear 
to the total cadre of the Indian Civil Service? 

(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the 
declarations of the Government of India in paragraphs 9 and 10 of the 
Government of India, Home Department, resolution No. 2559, dated 
the Ist December, 1920, published in the Gazette of India of the 
4th December, 1920, vis., that the number of listed posts will be 
increased instead of being i*educed, and that officers promoted from 
the Provincial Civil Service to hold posts ordinarily held by members 
of the Indian Civil Service, will have the same opportunities of promo¬ 
tion as those directly recruited? 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the follow¬ 
ing resolution passed at the meeting of the Legislative Assembly at 
Delhi on tiie 17th February, 1921:—This Assembly recommends to 
the Governor-General in Council that the number of Indian Civil 
Service posts listed as open to members of the Provincial Civil Service 


(d) If BO, will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state what 
instructions, if any, he has received from the Government of India to 
give effect to the recommendations to increase the unml)er of listed 
posts in Bengali 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h) and (c) The mem¬ 
ber is referred to the answer to a similar question asked at i^is meeting 
by Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

(d) The matter is at present under consideration and a statement 
cannot now be made. 


Listed posts. 

139. Dr. A, SUHRAWARDY: (a) WiU the Hon'ble the Member 
in chaigc of tiie Appointment Department be pleased to state the num¬ 
ber of listed posts, both suiierior and inferior, existing in Bengal on 
December Ist, 1920, and those existing at present, and also -the propor¬ 
tion which the number of such posts bear to the .total cadre of the 
Indian Civil Service? 

(h) Has the attention of this Government been drawn to the 
declaration of the Government of India in paragraphs 9 and 10 of the 
Government of India, Home Department, resolution No. 2559, dated 
the 1st December, 1920, vis., that the number of listed ixists will be 
inereused instead of being reduced and that officers promoted fi*om the 
Provincial Civil Service to hold posts ordinarily held by members of 
the Indian Civil Service, will have the same opportunities of promotion 
as those dii^ertly lecruitedP 

(c) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the following 
resolution passed at the meeting of the Ijegislative Assembly at DelU 
on the 17th February, 1921:—“ This Assembly recommends to the 
Governor-General in Council that the number of Indian Civil Service 
posts listed as open to members of the Provincial Civil Service in each 
Presidency or Province should at once be raised to one-fourth of the 
superior Civil Service posts in each Presidency or Province 

id) "Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state what steps 
are being taken to increase the number of listed posts in Bengal? 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) On the Ist December, 
1920, out of a sanctioned Indian Civil Service cadre of 193, thirteen 
posts were listed, twelve superior and one inferior. Of these, the 
inferior post (Under-Secretary, Revenue Department) has since been 
abolished. The listed posts form 6*2 per cent, of tbe total cadre. 

ih) Yes. ' ’ . 

(c) Tea. 


Working hours in Prow. 

140. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Depai tment of Finance he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the ordirmry working day of a Govern* 
ment servant is 7 hours P 

(b) Is it a fact that Press employees work on an average 10 to 
11 hours a day P 

(c) Do they receive any compensatory pension in view of this at the 
end of 26 years* service P 

The Hon’Me Mr. KERR, (a) The usual office hours in Oolcutta 
are from 10*^ a.m. to 5 r.M. and in the mufassal 11 a.u. to 5 v.u. 
Moat gazetted officers, however, work} for considerably longer hours 
than this and any clerk ma^ be required to work overtime when the 
business of the office demands it. In many offices a considerable i*art 
of the esta^blislnnent frequently works overtime. 

(b) In the Bengal Government Press the average* day with over¬ 
time is about 9 hours. 

(c) The xieriod of service qualifying for pension in the Press is 30 
years. No compensatory pension is given to salaried hands, but piece¬ 
workers are allowed to count their earnings on overtiine towards the 
calculation of the amount of their i)enBion. 


Purchase of non-Judioial stamps. 

141. Babu BHI8HMADCV DASs With reference to the answer to 
my unstarred question No. 49 at the meeting of the Isi April, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether the opinions of the Divisional Commissioners have 
been received, and what action, if any, the Government propose to take 
in the matter? 

The HoiPble Mr. KERRs The opinions of the Divisional Commis¬ 
sioners have been received and orders discontinuing the practice have 
issued. 

Ecdesiastioal Department. 

142. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state 
the annual amount spent in the maintenance of the Ecclesiastical 
Department in Bengal, and also from what sources of income that 
amount is metP 

The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: The estimated expenditure 


Bogr». lUrbbum. Bankura. Bakarganj. Dijstrict. 


Statement refirted to in the answer given hy the Bon^ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler to unstarred qtwstion No. SO asked by Mr, Tarit Bhusan 
Hoy m the I4th Marche 1981. 
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chaukidars 
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dafadars. 
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as 

Amount of 
chaukidari tax 
realised. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs, 

A. 

p. 

1916 

5994 

3,65,508 

0 

0 

; 4,07,484 

0 

0 

1917 

5994 

3,65,608. 

0 

0 

4,07,477 

, 

0 

0 

I9ld 

5994 

3,65,308 

0 

0 

4,12,738 

0 

0 

1919 


3,65,892 

0 

0 

4,08,123 

0 

0 

1990 

6003 

3,65.919 

0 

0 

4,17,961 

0 

0 

1916 

2570 

1,51,806 

0 

0 

1,76,818 

0 

0 

1917 

2569 

1,51,746 

0 

0 

1,76,666 

0 

0 

1918 

2573 

1,60,986 

0 

0 

1,79,107 

0 

0 

1919 

2569 

1,61,746 

0 

0 

1,84,800 

0 

0 

1920 

2564 

1,61,446 

0 

0 

1,85,842 

0 

0 

191G 

2592 

1,86.624 

0 

0 




1917 

2692 

1,86,624 

0 

0 




1918 

2590 

1,86,480 

0 

0 

2,07,447 

0 

1® 

1919 

2584 

1,86,048 

0 

0 

2,09,720 

4 

1® 

1920 

2577 

1,85,544 

0 

0 

2,11,427 

14 

8" 

1916 

1671 

1,12,017 

10 

10 

1,32,185 

2 

8 : 

1917 

1668 

1,13,047 

9 

9 

1,3.3,326 

0 

4 : 

1918 

1663 

1,12,451 

8 

6 

1,32,635 

9 

6 : 

1919 

1666 

1,15,109 

6 

9 1 

1,35,350 

11 
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O 













Rb 

B 

1 

Us. 

a. 

p. 



' 1916 

3503 

2,62,216 

1 

0 

®2,77,942 

9 

4* 

• 

d 

1917 

3602 

2,62,144 

B 

□ 

“2,77,643 

in* 


|i 

9 

1918 

3603 

2,62,216 

0 

0 

"2,79,911 

9 

9* 

>“TliiB inoludes rent 








of chaukidari 

PQ 

1919 

3510 

2,62,720 

0 

0 

“2,82,055 

1 

6i 

chnkran lands. 


. 1920 

3628 

2,64,0111 

0 

0 

“2,82,292 

2 

Oi 

1 


■ 1916. 

2631 

1,60,310 

9 

6 

1,90,668 

15 

9 


U 

a 

1917 

2631 

1,59,699 

1 

6 

1,88,885 

6 

3 


h 

1918 

2630 

1,60,214 

4 

3 

1,90,695 

9 

6 


6 

1919 

2626 

1,60,147 

2 

G 

1,89,026 

11 

G 



. 1920 

2624 

1,59,100 

14 

6 

1 1,89,319 

5 

3 



■ 1916 

410] 

2,66,804 

0 

0 

2,77,421 

15 

9 



1917 

4157 

2,65,160 

0 

0 

2,97,603 

8 

6 


§- 

1918 

4202 

2,72,868 

0 

0 

3,14,096 

I 

9 


Q 

1919 

4213 

2,74,464 

0 

0 

3,22,272 

8 

7 



1920 

4236 

2,77,992 

0 

0 

3,24,061 

2 

11 



1916 

175 







^ Figures are itul 

a 

1917 

176 






1 

) available. 

•a* 

A' 

1918 

175 

12,888 

0 

0 

16,682 

2 

3 

Tlie Hgnres relate to 

D 

9 







Siliguri sniKlivi* 

Q 

1919 

173 

12,744 

0 

0 

16,512 

6 

6 

non ; the Chaiiki> 
dart Act it not in 


1920 

172 

12,792 

0 

0 

16,837 

6 

8 

force in the rest 



0 





of the district. 


1916 

1917 

• •• 







f Figures are not 

• 
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/ available. 

s. 

I’ 

1918 

4053 

2,47-,116 

0 

0* 

2,91,678 

0 

0 



1919 

4063 

2,47,116 

0 

0 

2,91,367 

0 

0 



1920 


2,91,888 

n 

n 

3,63.012 

0 

0 

. 



















District. 

Year. 

Nurolter of 
chaukidars 
iocliiding 
dafadara. 

Amount paid as 
salary. 




Its. A. P. 


1916 

3176 

2,07,120 0 0 


1917 

3167 

1,93,176 0 0 

8 

fi. 

*o , 

1918 

3160 

1,92,766 0 0 

£ 

, 




! 1919 

4013 

2,46,988 0 0 


1 1920 

4953 

3,03,696 0 0 


1916 

2>94 

1,65,168 0 0 


! 1917 


1 , 66,026 0 0 





1918 

2165 ' 

1,56,880 0 0 

o 




n 

1919 

2165 

1,55,880 0 0 


1920 

2164 

1,55,808 0 0 

• 

1916 

1473 

1,06,025 0 0 


1917 

1473 

1,06,220 0 0 

.a 



c 

1918 

1473 


o 



n 

1919 


1,05,684 0 0 

1 


1472 

1,05,663 0 0 



1357 

86.088 0 0 

•rf 

1917 

1357 

86,100 0 0 

d 



PC 

li 

1918 

1673 

1,06,276 0 p 

*3 

1919 

1672 

1,06,296 0 0 



1672 , 

1,05,781 0 0 


AulOUQt of 
chaukidari tax 
realised. 


Bs. 


A. f. 


2,41,297 3 0 
2,25,993 U 0 
2,26,936 16 4 

“3.03,388 14 8 
3,73,036 8 0 


1,39,674 1 0 
1,44,947 11 0 
1,45,829 4 0 


1,12,380 0 0 
1,14,746 0 0 
1,20,107 0 0 


“92,714 0 0 
“91,348 0 0 
1,15,444 0 0 
1,16,294 0 0 
1,16,125 0 0 
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1 
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^ Figures for the 

Qoaluudo and 
Gopalganj sub¬ 
divisions have not 
been included, as 
the/ are not avu- 
J lable. 

“Figures for the 

Oopalj^anj subdivi* 
Bton have not boon 
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chaukidari tax 
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* 

Rs. 

a. 

p. 

Ha. 

A. 

p. 

f 

1916 

3325 

2,10,848 

4 

2 

2,33,192 

14 

6 


19X7 

3329 

2,11.523 

8 

9 

2,40,137 

8 

8 

i 







1' 

1918 

3331 

2,10,319 

1 

0 

2,38,165 

6 

6 


1919 

3333 

2,09,685 

0 

0 

3,43,962 

3 

7 


1920 

3332 

2,O'*,733 

15 

9 

2,47,456 

5 

6 

• 

1916 

2329 

1,50,034 

0 

0 

1,65,901 

4 

0 

• 

1917* 

2329 

1,50,034 

0 

0 

1,65,901 

4 

0 

a 

1' 

1918 

2329 

1,60,034 

0 

0 

1,66,861 

4 

0 

W 

1919 

2329 

1,50.034 

0 

0 

1,66.341 

0 

0 


1920 

2329 

1,60,034 

0 

0 

1,72,621 

0 

0 


1916 

2012 

1,22,980 

0 

0 

1,43,267 

0 

0 

i 

1917 

1981 

1,20,951 

0 

0 

1,44,285 

0 

0 

1918 

2036 

1,23,967 

0 

0 

1,44,107 

0 

0 

a 








1919 

2036 

1,23,939 

0 

U 

1.55,823 

0 

0 


1920 

2031 

1,23,668 

0 

0 

1,31,473 

0 

0 


1916 

6277 

3,46,486 

0 

0 

4,26,346 

15 

0 

* 

e 

1917 

6277 

3,45,486 

0 

0 

4,25,346 

16 

0 

S. 

m • 

1918 

6294 

3,56,771 

3 

0 

4,37,256 

2 

0 

B 

S 










1919 

6294 

3.66,771 

3 

0 

4,37,250 

2 

0 


1920 

6294 

3,65,771 

3 

0 

4,37,256 

2 

0 

• 

1916 

2798 

1,71,229 

0 

0 

•1,99,766 

0 

0 

4 

J 

1917 

2798 

1,71,236 

0 

0 

•1,99,746 

0 

0 

IJ 

1918 

2272 

1,39,238 

0 

0 

•1,63,722 

0 

0 

■f 

B 

s 

1919 

2287 

1,40,300 

0 

0 

1,64,036 

0 
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Number uf 

Y cheukidam Amuunb paid as 
includinf^ salary, 

dafadars. 


Amount of 
cliaukidarl tax 
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2044 

2542 

2540 

2539 

2531 

2528 

3529 

3527 

8637 

3517 


4,74,912 

0 

0 

4,74,492 

0 

0 

4,74,264 

0 

0 

4,74,624 

0 

0 

2,29 737 

13 

3 


2,29,915 1 9 


2,29,647 9 3 


1,29,918 

0 

0 

1,17,778 

0 

0 

1,24,624 

0 

0 

1,42,402 

0 

0 

1,83,034 

0 

0 

1,82,946 

0 

0 

1,82,874 

0 

0 

1,82,298 

0 

0 

1,82,082 

.0 

0 



5,61,.320 0 0 
6,62,367 0 0 
5,61,905 0 U 
5,61,337 0 0 
5,62,566 0 0 

2,62,888 3 11 
2,62,613 10 3 
2,65,483 1 9 

2,72,365 1 4 
2,77,514 1 2 

1,46,834 13 9 
1,46.604 9 0 
1,36,786 0 0 
1,46,223 6 0 
1,65,776 8 0 


2,07,840 to 7 


2,17,774 0 0 . 

2,14,357 0 0 2,68,987 11 0 


Figures are not 
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Figures am nut 
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1 

aa 
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: 



1 



! 


Kb. 

A. 

p. 

Kb. 

A. 

p. 



; 1916 

5057 

3,15,444 

0 

0 

3.68,473 

15 

8 



; 1917 

49B7 

3,10,627 

0 

0 

3,67,908 

13 

11 



! 1918 

4898 

3,06,711 

0 

0 

3,64,268 

1 

0 


0 

1 1919 

4882 

3,06,596 

0 

0 

3,67,962 

7 

11 



! 1920 

1 

4869 

3,06,986 

0 

0 

3,72.365 

3 

ll 



1 1919 

1 

3.’l64 

1,96,292 

u 

0 

.... 

» 


> Figurea arc not 

0 

, 1917 

3359 

1,96,725 

0 

0 




} available. 


1 191B 

3324 

2,01,833 

0 

0 

! 2,46,111 

0 

0 

9 


j 1919 

3370 

2,02,316 

0 

0 

2,45,260 

0 

0 



1 

j 1920 

3363 

2 , 01,860 

0 

0* 

2,51,435 

0 

0 



1916 

3371 

2,05,740 

0 

0 

2,11,790 

0 

0 


» 

0 

C 

1917 

3373 

2,05,860 

0 

0 

2,13,615 

9 

9 


& 

1918 

3373 

2,05,860 

0 

0 

2,20,215 

3 

6 













1919 

3376 

2,05,968 

0 

0 

2,23,116 

8 

0 



1920 

3379 

2,06,208 

0 

0 

2,23,392 

14 

6 



The Royal Visit. 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, 1 have been informed that there is 
a general feeling that resolution No. 43 should take precedence over all 
the other business of the Council. His Excellency being of that 
opinion has permitted that resolution to come before the commence* 
ment of the Government business. I understand that this is the 
general sense of the Council. As there is no objection, I shall take that 
resolution first. 

Mfi D. C. CHOSE. ** This Council recommends to the Government 
that a message ex^ssing the loyal and dutiful homage of the people 










people be conTeyed to His Majesty for the expected ykit of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales to India next cold weather; also ibe 
respectful assurance of the unflinching loyalty of the people of Bengal 
to His Majesty’s Throne and person.’* 

It lias been truly said that in this vast world-wide Empire there is 
nothing common except the Throne. It is the one institution that 
unites all the various component parts. And it unites and binds all 
because it is above the dust and din of controversies, detached from 
party and attached only to the (common interest. The Throne, there¬ 
fore! means a great deal to us. The future occupant of that l^rone 
is about to visit us. He is coming to us, flrst and foremost, as a pleni¬ 
potentiary of the King, his father, and he is welcome not only for what 
he is but for what he represents. Secondly, he is coming to us as 
Prince and heir to the Throne and, as such, is entitled to our cordial 
and respectful greeting. liastly, he is coming to us as a fellow-subject 
and a man and will receive from us everything that we, in ill brother¬ 
hood and affection, can offer him. As we are all aware. His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales has been equipping himself strenuously 
for the great office he is destined to fllti. He has been on the battle¬ 
field and has done his share of work in the great conflict for freedom 
and for civilisation. And since the termination of the war, His Royal 
Highness has been visiting the great dominions which owe allegiance 
to his father, the King. The tour has been no mere holiday affair. 
His Royal Highness has himself described it as ** an inspiring educa¬ 
tion which will influence tlie wliole of my life.” To him the British 
Empire implies in his own words ” a partnership of free nations, 
nations living under the same system of law, pursuing the same demo¬ 
cratic aims, and actuated by the same human ideals.” Animated by 
this lofty and inspiring idea of the Empire, he is coming to visit India 
which occupies in his own words ”a special position.” India has been 
recognised indeed as a nation by its being invited to be a signatory to 
the Peace Treaty at Versailles. But nation though it is, it is not yet 
a free nation. India, however, is on the road to freedom and under 
the legis of its Sovereign, it is destined to reach the goal. At this 
juncture, our country, we fear, will present to His Royal Highness a 
picture of a great struggle, a struggle for freedom, political, social, 
intellectual and industrial. He will see us at our best and perhaps 
also at our worst because, in a time of stress and struggle, things are 
not always as they should be. But we are certain that Ilia Royal 
Highness, with that instinct and intuition which we confldentiy expect 
he shares with his august father, will not fail to discover the panacea 
which, while giving an impetus to all that is best and healthy in the 
great struggle which is now going on in India, will counteract all that 
is disintegrating, hurtful, and poisonous. That will be the burden of 


And, in the foUnees of time, when he himself will occupy the Throng, 
the lessons of bis Indian tour will enable him, we trust, so far an this 
country is concerned, to see things in their true and proper per8i)ec* 
tixe. It is, therefore, with feelingf^ jof thankfulness and gratiitude 
towards His Majesty the King-Einperor, and a sense of keen expectancy 
that we are awaiting the arrival of His Hoyal Highness the Prince of 
Wales in our midst. 

Mfi Hi barton* With deep pleasure I rise to support the resolu- 
tion. It is one which hardly needs any discussion and I think that 
we are all unanimous in feeling that a hearty welcome ought to he 
accorded to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and that all of us 
should march shoulder to shoulder in our wish that he ought to be so 
received. With these words, I support the resolution. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: On behalf of the backward 
section of 4he community, whom I represent, X desire to associate my¬ 
self with the sentiments expressed by tbe mover of the resolution. 

Babu BURENDRA NATH RAY: I beg to associate myself with 
all that has been said by the mover of the resolution and by the previous 
speakers. I heartily support the resolution. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: As a rejiresentative of the Indian 
Christian community, it is my proud privilege to give this resolution 
my whole-hearted support. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: It is with 
profound pleasure and feelings of loyalty that I rise to support this 
resolution. We are {Kissing through critical times hut if we consult 
the inner feelings of the Indians, there cannot be the least doubt that 
there is the unflinching feeling of affection to the British Throne. We 
often look upon tbe British Throne as a symlml of respect and admiration 
and we know that the British Government is broad based upon the 
people’s wishes. This is an opportunity for ns to express clearly to 
Oovemment that the Indians, especially Bengalis, are loyal to the core 
to the British Throne. * I am sure that when my voice is heard outside 
this Council, the people, whether of a village, hamlet, town or city, 
will share the opinion which I emphatically put before tbe Council. I 
hope and trust that this Council will take this resolution into its best 
consideration and pass it with enthusiasm and unanimity. 

BdiU KI8H0RI MOHAN GHAUDHURIS Coming from Northern 
Bengal, I whole-heartedly associate myself with the message of welcome. 

KuBIEr 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: In voicing the welcome on 
behalf of the Bengal Legislative Council to His Royal Highness the 



support to the resolution welcoming His Boyal Highness on the ocicasion 
*o{ his gracious yisit to his Indian dominions. 

Sir, loyalty to the Royal Household is in our blood. It is hallowed 
with traditions. It is almost our caste. We liken our king to our God, 
the Preserver. The king is Chalant Vitihnu, the moving deity. Our 
traditions have taught us that a king can do no wrong. Royalty is 
always above politics. Our attitude is of eternal homage to it, of sin- 
cerest love and deepest devotion. 

We sincerely hope so to receive our future Emperor, that he will. 
ever think kindly of us. Poor though we are and many might be our 
shortcomings, our reception to him will never fall short in ardour and 
love. The First Gentleman in the Rritish Empire out of his own genero¬ 
sity of heart will forgive us our failings, for we know full well our best 
reception can never be worthy of his worth. 

Sir, he is coming here, true to his motto IcK Dien ; “ I serve.*' He 
is serving his Sing and Empire. Let us also try to convitlce him that 
we, also, in our humble way, endeavour to the best of our abilities to 
serve; for service alone can please him with such a motto. 

Sir, we need not heed the buzz of inconsequential people. We can 
only say—“ Forgive them, for they know not what they do.** 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We, the orthodox Hindus, 
regard the king as an incarnation of God. For us there is a saying in 
Bengali: ” The king is an incarnation of Vishnu.** We, the Hindus, 
cannot but give our heartiest welcome to tbe heir-apparent to the Throne. 
People who want to start a movement against giving a hearty welcome to 
the heir-apparent forget the traditions of the Hindus. This resolution 
does not require any support. It is hoped that every one would carry 
this resolution with acclamation. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I beg leave to 

associate myself whole-heartedly with the resolution which Mr, B. C. 
Ghose has moved. Sir, great disappointment was felt by a large section 
of our people of all castes and creeds when the postponement of His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales* visit to India was announced. The 
Royal visit of his late Kajesty the King-Emperor, as Prince of Wales, 
had to be postponed and history repeated itself some thirty years later 
when the visit of His Majesty the present King-Emperor, as Prince of 
Wales, was adjourned. Kow, for the third time, it happened, that the 
visit of the present heir-apparent to the Throne had also to be postponed. 
Great events seem to bave a tendency to run tbrougb a similar course 
and, is it then too much to hope that the proposed visit of His Royal High¬ 
ness the Prince of Wales would end as gloriously as the two visits which 
preceded it? It has been rightly said that we are passing through a 


which charged the political atmosphere of India with dangerous explo- 
siyes in 1874, are conspicuous by their absence to-day. The East has 
after aU met the West and sympathy has ultimately taken the place of 
.suspicion. Whatever the go-ahead democrats of England or the Non- 
co-operators of India may say, I refuse to believe that our people have 
forgotten all about the benefits which accrued from the personal inteiv 
course of the heir-apparent of the Crown with the princes and peoples 
qf India during his sojourn in this country. I refuse to believe that our 
people cannot now foresee the educative influence on His Boyal Highness 
the Present Prince of Wales of Kis tour in their country, and T refuse to 
believe that they do not really understand that the Prince is coming out 
not for pleasure but to fulfil a great and noble mission. I, on the other 
hand, sincerely believe. Sir, that those who are hostile to-day will not be 
so when the great day will actually dawn upon us and I also believe that 
those who have gone astray will soon realise that it is the duty of every 
patriotic Indian to do his utmost to make the impending Boyal visit a 
great success, so that His Boyal Highness the Prince of Wales may be 
able, as surely he will, to rise above the topmost crest of the waves 
of unrest, which are now sweeping over our land, to guide the waves 
through a calm and fertilising course in order that they may cease to 
break their heads against the rocks in ruthless boisterousness and may 
really carry us forward to the promised land, where, in the fullness of 
time, the best and the highest civic privileges, which are in the gift of 
England, will be ours. I have, therefore, no manner of doubt in my mind 
that this resolution will not only be accepted by this Council but will be 
received by the whole Indian community in the same spirit in which 
it has been moved. 

Nawabzada K. M« A^ZAL, Khan Bahadurs I do moat heartily sup¬ 
port fhe resolution moved by my hon'bh* friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, in 
connection with the impending gracious visit of His Boyal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, whom we hope to have the pleasure of welcoming in 
OUT midst before long. 

We, the people of India, traditionally loyal to our Sovereigns, cannot 
but look on an auspicious occasion like this with extreme joy and heart¬ 
felt gratitude. Difference of caste and creed cannot stand before the 
emotions called up by the occasion. All communities alike hail the ad¬ 
vent of the august personage. Our Hindu brethren regard their king 
as God incarnate, while the Muhammadans consider him to be the 
shadow of Gk>d {zil lillah). 

We, the Indian subjects of His Imperial Dynasty, live far away from 
him. He generally knows us not so much from personal contact as from 
what he hears from others. Our manners and customs, our merits and 
demerits; our hopes and fears whatever they may be, can be best studied 
by -personal observation. There are our detractors, as there must be 
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the millions of this land in his charge, see for himself how firm is onr 
devotion to our f^overeign, how earnestly we wish for the regeneration of 
onr native land through the British connection. Such visits, though few 
and far between, are productive of the highest good inasmuch as they 
establish that bond of affection and sympathy between the rulers and 
the ruled on which the future weal of the country so much depends. 
Our humble efforts to express our deep loyalty cannot but touch the 
Royal heart and dispel what misapprehensions may exist therein. 

Kumerous have been the benefits of the visits from our former Princes ^ 
of Wales. The Reforms, recently introduced into the administration of 
India, have proved beyond doubt, the noble object with which the British 
jRa; holds the country as a sacred trust. It is through the Reforms that 
we have assembled tn>day in this historic Hall. Here, inspired by a 
noble resolve, the representatives of every shade of political thought 
and opinion have met. It is not for me, Sir, to recount here the numer¬ 
ous advantages of our connection with the British ija;. We are, what 
we are at present, thanks to their care and protection. The British 
Has awakened in us the sense of freedom, justice and equality. 'J'he 
British Baj has given us a vivid foretaste of our rights and privileges 
by giving us a hand in the management of our country’s affairs. I am 
sure, I shall not he called a false prophet, if I say that the day is not far 
off when the burden of our responsibilities will increase with the acqui¬ 
sition of additional powers delegated to you by His Imperial Majesty— 
and the coming visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, will, 
doubtless, hasten the advent of that auspicious moment. 

I trust I am voicing the unanimous opinion of all the members of this 
House, when I say that the news of the visit has evoked a feeling of 
sincer^ gratification amongst ris, the representatives of the people and 
that we are looking forwaid with eager and joyous anticipations to the 
day when we shall have the honour of welcoming in our midst the distin¬ 
guished heir to the British Throne, who has already made himself so 
genuinely popular in other parts of the British Dominions by bis rare 
personal charm and winning manners. We rejoice that his Royal High¬ 
ness has included Calcutta in his itinerary and we beg toVassure him that 
the feeling which animates His Qracious Majesty’s subjects in this 
province is one of unshakeahle loyalty and unswearing devotion to the 
.Crown. 

In all sincerity, I, from my heart of hearts, ask all the hon’ble 
colleagues and friends, individually and collectively, to show that we are 
fully alive to what we have received and have been receiving at the hands 
of our most gracious Sovereign. Let us all show our gratitude to our 
mighty Sovereign, who so sincerely wishes that our future Ruler, his most 
beloved son, shall come to our midst to know bis Indian subjects and 


clouds at tKe present moment, but it is no idle vision to expect tbat ibis 
auspicious visit of His Boyal Highness will chase those clouds away 
and show us the silver lining behind them. The times of disquietude, 
which the country is passing through, will surely pass away, giving place 
to those of peace and happiness once again. 

Once more, I beg to give my whole-hearted support to the resolution 
which has been so ably moved and seconded. 

Mr* W« R* RAEi As a representative of the Europeans of the Presi¬ 
dency and Burdwan divisions, Bengal, and on their behalf, I most 
heartily support and associate myself with this resolution. His Koyal 
Highness the Prince of Wales can confidently count upon a hearty and 
sincere welcome in Bengal. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: On behalf of the community 
which I havoethe honour to represent, I desire to associate myself whole¬ 
heartedly with the resolution that has been moved. Whatever mis¬ 
givings might have arisen in connection with certain incidents which 
occurred the other day, I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that 
the people of Bengal from one end of the country to the other are inspired 
by one sincere desire to pay their homage to the august Boyal visitor, 
who is coming out to our country. Whatever might be our political 
differences, whether co-operators or non-co-operators, I am glad to find, 
even in the ranks of the bitterest opponents of the present system of 
administration in this country, this signal loyalty to the Throne. At 
the meeting of the Dalhousie Institute, I find that the leader of the non- 
co-operators, who presided over the function of that evening, has said, 
We are loyal to the Throne, we are loyal to the King, we are loyal to 
the British nation-’’ What does that show? That shows that the people 
of Bengal, whatever their differences may be with regard to the political 
measures or the administration of the country are all united in their 
loyalty to the Throne, to His Majesty the King and to the British nation, 
and I am sure that this message will be conveyed not only to the Throne, 
to His Majesty the Eing-Emperor, but also to the British nation. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDiN AHMED: On behalf of the community 
which I have the honour to represent, 1 beg to associate myself with thie 
resolution of according a hearty reception to His Boyal Highness the 
Prince of Wales. It is not only a lip service that we are going to perform 
but it is a duty which we ought to discharge at the moment when His 
Boyal Highness has the pleasure of visiting this country. I think that 
there is not an iota of evidence on behalf of the non-co-operators that the 
country does not want His Boyal Highness the Prince ‘of Wales to visit 
India and especially to visit Bengal. I think that it is a sufficient 
guarantee. The expression of opinion of different people of different 






receive a hearty receptiun from this land and I have the greatest pleasure 
in associating myself with this resolution. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMEDS On behalf of the 
Muhammadans of this Province, I beg to associate myself with this reso¬ 
lution of offering a hearty welcome to His Boyal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. Of course at present the Muhammadan minds are exercised 
oyer a vital question, but I assure you that no question of whatever 
importance can stand in the way of expressing loyalty to the Throne and 
for the matter of that to the representative of His Imperial Majesty. 
The Muhammadan religion does not allow any dissimulation or any other 
kind of duplicity. The Muhammadan religion lays down, in clearest 
possible terms, that if a Muhammadan finds the Ooremment uncongenial 
to him, the only course left to him is to leave the country. He is not 
allowed to play the part of a traitor or a dissimulator so long as he remains 
in the country. So long as he remains in the country he must he loyal 
to the ruling chief. Muhammadans consider the king as tbe shadow of 
God (zil-lUlah), and the Prince, the representative of His Majesty, will 
he considered in that spirit. .Muhammadans cannot hut he unflinch¬ 
ingly loyal to the Throne and to the person of His Koyal Highness. I 
can assure this House that Muhammadans will never fall behind in show¬ 
ing their great respect and loyalty to the high personage. 




Ra|a MANILOLL SINGH ROY: Coming here as a representative 
of the “ non-Muharamadans of the Burdwan district, I beg to support 
this resolution, as it should come from a dutiful, loyal, and blunt Rajput. 

Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOMAMED AZAM: As a representative 
of the Muhammadans of the Dacca district, I heartily support the 
resolution. 


Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED; I also heartily support the resolu¬ 
tion that has been moved by Mr. D. C. Ghose. As a representative of 
the district of Eajshahi, which is backward in education and which for 
the first time has got its due share of representation in this Council, I 
think it my duty to accord welcome to the expected visit of His Royal 
Highness. I am sure that wheil His Royal Highness will come to this 
place, choiuses of joy will prevail all over the country and the atmos¬ 
phere of bitterness, that is prevailing now in its worst .form, will fade 
away. 

With these words, I heartily support the resolution. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; As a rei^esento-. 
tiye of the working classes, I take this opportunity to associate myself * 
with the gracious resolution so ably moved and supported. I t^ed 
to my working class friends and they all say, “ The Emperor^s son « 
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good would result from the gracious visit of the ** Prince of Wales 
and " Son of the Emperor. ” 

Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI spoke in Bengali in sup¬ 
port of the resolution. 

• 

M«il¥i SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURIS On behalf of the 
Muhammadans of Malda and Jalpaiguri, I beg to give my hearty support 
to this resolution moved by my friend Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

Mailivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Allow me respectfully and heartily to 
support the resolution. Those of my countrymen who are eager to 
boycott the Prince’s visit fail to think that the King-Emperor and his 
heir-apparent should be above politics. It is true that India is smarting 
under very great wrongs but that is the fault of the bureaucracy. We 
want that the Khilafat wrongs should be righted and we desire that 
Muhammadan sentiments and feelings should be respected. We also 
wish that alf other grievances of India should be redressed. We should, 
instead of boycotting the Prince of Wales’ visit, give him a rousing 
reception uid thus, bringing the Royal Household to our side, we shall 
be able to get what we want, for the personal interest of His Gracious 
Majesty the King-Emperor alone can bring peace and good-will in the 
land. , 

Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: On behalf of the depressed classes of 
Bengal, whom I have the honour to represent, I whole-heartedly asso¬ 
ciate myself with the resolution, and convey the loyal and dutiful homage 
of the backward people of this Presidency to His Majesty the Eing- 
Emperor. • 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On behalf of the non- 
Muhammadans of the 24-Parganas Rural (Horth) whom I have the 
honour to represent here, I desire to associate myself with the resolu¬ 
tion and giye it my whole-hearted support. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs I did not expect 
that this resolution would come on for discussion to-day. I very much 
desired to make a speech dealing with the objections raised throughout 
my country. I at first thought that I should not speak at all, but if I 
did not do so, it would have been interpreted that the great educated 
community of this country, which I represent, are with the non-co¬ 
operators. So far as I can gauge their feelings, I believe the great 
majority of them are on the side of the British Government. When 
Buppmrting this resolution, I ought not to supiwrt it on the sentimental 
grounds of empire and the divinity of kings. I must give substantial 
reasons why we should stand by the British rule. It is incumbent upon 
me to do so, having regard to the fact that the public meeting of the 


intelli^nt classes of this country; it represented the hoys and the senti- 
mental people. On one side we hear of unreasoning loyalty, and the 
divinity of kings and empire, and on the other side we hear of charkaty 
non-co-operation and other things. But, can the substantial benefits of 
British rule be spoken away by speeches? What were we before the 
British came here, and what have the British done for us? That must 
be remembered, and where shall we be if the British left us to-day, and 
if the Amir of Kabul or any other person — — 

Th6 PRESIDENT* I think it. would be wise if members would not 
1 ‘efer to matters like this. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I will not speak any 
more. 

The PRESIDENT: Very good. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As a representative of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, I have the greatest pleasure in sup¬ 
porting this resolution. 

Dr* JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: As an elected member of the 
Legislative Council from the district of Faridpur, and as a member of 
the medical community of Bengal, I whole-heartedly support the resolu¬ 
tion moved by Mr. I). C. Ohose. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD>DIN KHAN: On behalf of the Mussalmans of 
the district of Rangpur, I whole-heartedly support the resolution moved 
by Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: As a representative of the 
landholders of the Chittagong division, 1 have pleasure in supporting the 
resolution. In this connection, I might mention,'with your permission 
the cause of the difference in certain quarters regarding this. The fact 
is that there i.s no difference of opinion regarding the loyalty to the 
British Throne, hut there is a feeling in the country that much money 
should not he spent over the reception at the present moment. That is 
the feeling prevailing in the country, and it is not for want of loyalty 
to the British Throne. [A voice: ** Hear, hear.”] Whatever it may 
he, it is our duty and pleasure to grant a hearty reception to the august 
person who is coming here. 

With these remarks, I have much pleasure in supporting the reso¬ 
lution. 

The PRESIDENT: I would ask members to carry this resolution by 

• • • • 4 ^ 




GovarnuMiit Bills. 

Ths Bengal Children Bill, 1821. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM presentfld the report of the 
Select Cuminittee on the Bengal Children Bill, 1921. 

I am sorry that the report could not he printed until just now. That 
is the reason wh^ a copy was not avnilahle to the members before the 
meeting. 

I wish to point out that the Select Committee has reported that the 
Bill should be republished as there have been some material alterations. 
One material alteration is that the Select Committee has included girls 
within the scope of the Bill. On ibis point, there was a considerable 
volume of public opinion in support of the inclusion of girls, especially 
of the European and Christian communities. There were also some 
Indian a8.sociation8 which recommended that the girls should be dealt 
with in thejcame way as boys. I may say in this c-onnection that 
Government werclffrlined not to include girls in the original Bill, not 
because they were in the fullest sympathy with the case of the girls 
ns with the case of the boys, but the Govemment felt that, in a measure 
like this, they ought to proceed as cautiously as possible. In the cu^e 
of girls, Government did not feel qiiite sure of their ground as they were 
in the case of boys, especially as it is Well-known that Indian opinion is 
very sensative on all questions affecting girls. There was also another 
reason why Government did not include girls in this Bill, and that was 
because it would he very difficult to have proper institutions for the train¬ 
ing of girls, and still more difficult to find suitable employment for 
Indian girls after training. There was also the financial question. 
In these days of financial stringency, it was considered advisable that we 
should make a small beginning and, if we succeeded in the experiment, 
to extend the scope of the Bill as widely as possible. But, as I have 
said, there was considerable public opinion in favour of dealing with 
the case of neglected girls, and that opinion is especially strong in the 
Christian communities. As regards Indian opinion,* it is not very 
clear at the moment, and that is one reason why the Select Committee 
decided that the Bill should he republished. Another point, which 
is rather important, is that an amendment has been suggested by the 
Select Committee raising the age of the children dealt with under the 
Bill, from 12 to 14. There are also other amendments suggested, but 
they are more or less of mmov importance. There are two dissent¬ 
ing notes added to the Bill, which will have to be considered when the 
Bill is discussed. 


The Bengal Land Regiatration (Amendment) Bill, 1921. 

The Hofi*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 



The motion was put and agreed to. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY moyed that for clause 2 
of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely:— 

* In the last paragraph of section 70 of the Land Registration Act, 
1876, as amended by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Land Registration 
(Amendment) Act, 1907, for the words “ two rupees the words ** five 
rupees shall be substituted.’ ” 

This is rather a technical point and its discussion in the Council is ^ 
naturally inconvenient for its very technicality. Had this Bill been 
referred to a Select Committee, a talk across the table could have settled 
it to the satisfaction of everybody. 1 am afraid that on the surface of 
it the matter may indeed seem a small one not worthy of any serious 
attention of the House. But it is not so. Had I not been convinced 
that a question of principle is involved, I would never have troubled the 
House with my amendment. The Government has got to Keep a record 
of the revenue-paying estates in its own interests'asfd when you have a 
record, changes and alterations in it are inevitable, to keep it up to date, 
as new interests do come in and old ones fall apart. The more accurate 
and up to date these records are kept, the more it helps the Government 
in smoothly realising its revenues. It is as well to the benefit of the 
Gcvei^nraent to know who is really liable for its revenues, and we expect 
the Gr)vernment to be just and equitable in its dealings so that one’s 
lands be not sold off for another’s neglect. If the principle be accepted 
that you are entitled to demand fees for the keeping of your own records 
for your own benefits to help you in the realisation of your own dues, I 
do not know where the limit would be put. 1 do not know how many 
new fees cannot be thus held justifiable; your bankers, your grocers, 
your tailors, in short, everyone with whom you have any business trans¬ 
action,, can demand special ad valorem fees to keep your accounts up to 
date. 

Like the Government, the zamindars have also got to keep elaborate 
accounts of their rent-paying tenants. But the law distinctly {nrohibits 
them from charging any fees for the maintenance of their records. But, 
for the very same kind and quality of work for which the samindars are 
prohibited from accepting any fee, the Government now proposes to de¬ 
mand a fee. The ways of the Government are really inscrutable. What 
is immoral for the samindars is moral for the Gfivemment. It is nothing 
but a kind of abwab, a little extra, which, in the good cdd days, the 
Nawabs of Bengal used to extort from the samindars in addition to their 
revenue, the latter also in their turn were allowed to do the same in 
respect of their tenants. But this pernicious system of levying abieab 
was abolished long ago, and it would be a pity if it be revived again. 

The idea of this fee is inequitable in its origin. When Act XI of 1859 



the Tjand Registration Act of 1876 was passed, it was not thought of. 
But the angle of yision changed later on. In the amending Bill of 1906, 
when Mr. Hare was the Member in charge, it was for the first time pro¬ 
posed to levy a uniform fee of Bs. 2 for all applications for registration 
of names. Babu Ambika Charan Masumdar, the veteran leader, who 
was then a member of the Council opposed this proposal, but he was met 
with the reply that this small fee of Rs. 2 was proposed simply to make 
it uniform with the other similar fees for registration of names. Even 
then it was not put forward that this fee was needed to bear the cost of the 
maintenance of the records. Perhaps it was even at that time thought 
to be absurd to demand money from other people for maintaining one’s 
own records in order. But it seems that the angle of vision has now 
changed so far that it has become oblique. And, the funniest part of 
the whole thing is that when proposing to levy an ad valorem fee, the 
Hon’ble Mover, unmindful of the inherent fallacy, advances the follow¬ 
ing arguments i^^j^ Statement of Objects and Reasons. He says: 

It is not considered equitable that the administration of separate accounts, the 
opening of which benefits only the applicants, should be a burden on the general 
tax-payers. 

First of all, no one wants it to be a burden on the general tax-payers. 
The whole income from Land Revenue is there, and any cost of main¬ 
tenance of the Laud Revenue records is eminently a fit charge on that. 
And then, Sir, whenever you introduce the principle of ad valorem fees, 
you make one who pays the larger revenue suffer for one who pays a 
lesser amount, because the work involved in both the case is the same. 
The Hon’ble Member talks of equity, but is this really equitable P 

And Sir, is the raising of the fees a necessity P If we examine the 
Jjand Revenue Reports of the last few years it will be patent to every¬ 
body that, on an average, the fees realised for land registration exceed 
the expenditure therefor. I am quoting from the Reports;— 

In 1916-16, tile fees realised were Ks. 13,220 and the e^ienditure amounted 
to only Bs. 6,063. In 1917-18, the respective figures were, fees realised Rs. 9,042, 
expenditure Bs. 4,101; in 1918-19, fees realised were Bs. 7,461, expenditure 
Rs. 8,964. In 1919-20, fees realised were Rs. 7,135 and expenditure Bs. 4,819. 

So on an average the Government has been distinctly the gainer all along, 
and I think the House will agree with me in thinking that an increment 
of this gain based on such basically wrong principle, is not a necessity. 
Then ^ir, how many fresh accounts are opened every year. 1 m»y men¬ 
tion here that as new accounts are opened, a large number of old ones are 
closed every year. In some years the number of old accounts closed bas 
even exceeded the number of new ones opened, e.g., in the year 1919-20, 
the number of new accoxints opened was 1,013 and that of old uccounts 



whole proyince of Bengal. Is it such a heayy task that the existing 
staff of the different coUectorates of the whole Proyince cannot cope 
with it P 

In conclusion I must enter my emphatic protest against leyying any 
fee on the ground of maintenance of records. I am also opposed to the 
introduction of the principle of ad valorem fees. I also ought to 
mention that the opinions of three of the public bodies of Bengal, 
whi(‘Ji are all that have been received till now and circulated to the mem¬ 
bers, are all opposed to the proposed change. The British Indian 
Association says:— 

They think the ad valorem fee proposed to be levied, will create great hardship 
to email ownere. 

The Binajpur Ijandholders Association says:— 

In the opinion of the Association it would be inequitable to levy an additional 
fee for maintaining the separate acesounts The proposed additional fee 

would be something like an ahwdb. 

However, Sir, if the Hon’ble Member’s intention he only to increase 
tiio existing rate of the uniform fee for applications, we are prepared to 
agree to a reasonable increase. With this end in view, I move my 
amendment which makes the uniform rate of the fee Bs. 5 instead of the 
existing rale of Ks. 2 only. And as I have said before tbis is a small 
matter, I have no intention of pressing this amendment to a division. 
I leave it entirely in the bands of the Hon’ble Member; if I have been 
able to convince him of the reasonableness of my arguments, I appeal to 
him to accept my amendment. 

Tho Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: At the very outset, I must say that the idea underlying the 
amendment of the Act is somewhat different not only in principle but 
in practice as well, from what has been conveyed to tbis House by Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Bay. We have been told in so many words that in 
levying tbis fee in the past, we have been indulging in profiteering by 
levying an ahwah and taking more than we needed or what should have 
been our share. The Kumar, with bis usual flow of language, has found 
fault with my language in the Statement of Objects and Beasons and he 
bus cxcielled himself when he has said that while the Government levy an 
ahwah, or at least what he terms an ahwah, the Samindars do not in any 
way take anything from their tenants for recording in their akeruta the 
names of the tenants and their co-sharers; I do not know if the nazar or 
salami on the transferred raiyati lands is not, in a round ahont way, the 
zamindkrs* share for this recording in his sherista. But, Sir, it is no 
good entering into details with the Kumar in a matter in which he has 
taken up the attitude of considering that the Government’s desire to 


justified in incurring cost in a matter which may possibly, in cases where 
Government may be the zamindar itself, be to the advantage of Govern¬ 
ment, but as a matter of general and broad principle, are we to incur this 
cost from the public, when it is without doubt more or less for the benefit 
of the parties who come forward for registration? We find that on an 
average we realise under section 70, at the rate of Rs. 2 for an applica¬ 
tion, over Rs- 4,000 a year. This sum is received but there the Govern¬ 
ment’s duty does not end, because the Government has got to administer 
the keeping of a separate account and it is a wrong principle that in 
administering these separate accvounts we should meet them out of the 
general funds. On an average, I do not know, it may be possible that 
in some years the closing of tlie old accounts according to the extracts 
read out by the Kumar Sahib from the Revenue Reports, may have ex¬ 
ceeded the number of the opening of the new aci^ounts; hut from our offi¬ 
cial statistics we find that the average number of separate accounts opened 
every yea^s 1,644 ^d that the estimated cost of administering separate 
accounts is ov up iiB tf ri6,000. Now, for that very reason in bringing in 
this amendment, we have calculated that the estimated receipts accord¬ 
ing to the scales that we have proposed in tiie Bill would come to a 
little less than the amount that I have mentioned; and in doing this, 
we have taken into consideraton, of course, Rs. 4,000 that we now get 
on an average under section 70. The reason why we calculated on the 
new scales is that in view of the cost of establishment which is bound to 
go up if effect is to be given to the recommendations made by the Minis¬ 
terial Officers* Salaries Committee (which will in due course come before 
this Council for consideration), even what we have estimated will not 
fully meet the requirements; but it will to a great extent meet what 
we have now to spend. On behalf of Government in maintaining these 
records we have thought it necessary to propose in this amendment of the 
Bill the consolidating of the scales I have mentioned. None of the 
amendments which are before the Council to-day will bring us anything 
near the amount which we have estimated by the levying of the new 
fees If it is the desire of this Council that the present practice should 
continue that out of the public funds Government should maintain at 
its cost these records which to a great extent are not to the benefit of the 
Government as the Kumar Sahib says, but to the benefit of the 
parties themselves, the responsibility must lie with the Council and not 
with the Government. Government has thought fit that, in view of 
the present condition of things and in view of the principle which was 
brought to the notice of Government by the Salaries Committee of 
1905-06, and after consultation with public bodies when the original Bill 
was drafted, it is not right that public funds should be spent on a matter 
of this kind. If the Council thinks otherwise, as I have already said, the 
responsibility must rest with this Council. If in view of the present 


amount that we propose to levy should not be granted, it is for this 
Council to decide that point. On behalf of Oovemment, howerer, I am 
sorry that I am unable to accept this amendment. 

Bibu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 thought that when the 
Bill was introduced Government are l(»ing every year from the gen> 
eral public revenues, in meeting the expenses a very substantial amount 
for the convenience of the very few, i. e., those who are interested in 
having their accounts separated. I therefore put a question with a view 
to ascertaining what was the probable income and the probable expendi¬ 
ture on the subject. In reply to my question (No. 124—unstarred) 1 am 
told by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan that it is 
very uiificult to ascertain the real amount. But it is estimated that 
the annual income is Ks. 4,000 and the expenditure will be about 
Rs. 10,000. £.umar Shib Shekhareswar Ray has shown that there 
is a conflict of opinions on this matter and ^i^t there tis no such 
loss to the public revenues, at least for two df'**thsee years, by 
referring to the Land Revenue Administration Reports; and I 
was anxiously waiting to hear what reply was given on behalf of 
Government. 1 have not been satisfied by the reply that there is really 
a serious loss to the public revenues. The view that for opening separate 
accounts the public should not suffer is also applicable to the partition 
of estates. Numerous small estates are coming into existence but on 
that account no fee is going to be charged. 1 do not know whether 
in that case it c-overs the expenditure incurred by the amount received 
on that account. However that may be, in this particular instance, we 
are not satisfied that there is any real loss. If that is so, and even if 
there be 1,600 additional accounts annually all over Bengal, there being 
25 or 26 districts in Bengal, there will be only about 60 accounts in each 
district; and it will amount to a small increase. As I do not think that 
much expenditure will be incurrad, I oppose the amendment. What we 
expect to get by this proposed amendment would not be a very appre¬ 
ciable amount; and for that small expenditure I do not think that we 
should be justified in raising the amount of fee already charged. We 
have been heard in the reply that it is not possible to prepare a satisfactory 
account and I therefore think that it would he improper on our part to 
support the amendment and to raise the fee for land registration. In 
thii view of the matter I oppose the amendment. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT REVENUE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. W. 8. Hopkyns): There are one or two points in this rather technical 
mnttPT which I would like-to explain. To begin with, perhaps some 
members of the House do not know what is meant by the opening of 
separate accounts. The object of opening a separate account is to pro- 
4-Ua ork-oliarara Tf A nmnnctor sells a nart nf hia 



Supposini^ one of tKeae persons does not pay lus sliare, then the whole 
estate will become liable to be sold under the Sale Law when the kiit 
becomes overdue. To avoid that risk to the two proprietors in the case 
I mention, they, can open separate accounts. The result of that will 
be tha^ if one of the proprietors pays his share of the revenue and the 
other does not, the share of the former will not be put up to sale unless 
the sale of the defaulting share fails to realise the arrears and the whole 
estate thus becomes liable. 

Then, Sir, as regards the amendment moved by Kumar Shib Shekha* 
reswar Ray, there is one point to which I would liko to draw attention, 
because it is a point to which objection was made when the original draft 
Bill was circulated for opinion. It was pointed out then that not every 
person who files an application for a separate account has his apjdication 
granted. It will be apparentthat, if we accept the Kumar*p amendment, 
which makes the whole fee payable when the application is filed instead 
of inaking%n additipaal fee payable after the application is granted but 
before the acefiflff^s opened, those persons who pay the application fee 
and have their application rejected will lose Bs. 6 instead of losing Rs. 2 
ns they do now. The scheme of the Bill is, T think, quite clear. The 
present law is that before an application can be received for the opening 
of a separate account, a fee of Rs. 2 must be paid. It may be said that 
that fee represents, so far as the Government is concerned, the cost of 
dealing with the application. The application is dealt with hy a depart* 
ment quite different to the one which deals with the maintenance of the 
revenue accounts. It is dealt with by what is called the munshilthana in 
the Collector’s office. Once an account has been opened, it is maintained 
in the Tausi department, i. e., the department which keeps the accounts 
of the collection of land revenue. We find that the receipts from the 
Rs. 2 fee come to about Rs. 3,600 or, roughly, Rs. 4,000 a year; that sum 
goes to the maintenance of the establishment necessary for dealing with 
these applications, and it pays nothing towards the maintenance of these 
accounts. It should be remembered that these accounts are maintained 
simply in the interest of the person who wishes to have a separate 
account. The cost of maintaining separate accounts has been estimated 
on tbe figures of the last 5 years to amount to something like Rs. 16,060 
and the receipts we estimate to get froip the scale of fees proposed in 
the Bill come to Rs. 16,030. I think that the Council will agree that the 
people who benefit by this arrangement are the people who ought to 
pay for it, and that the public should not be required to pay for the keep¬ 
ing of separate accounts which benefit only a small number of people. 
For these reasons, I hope that the proposals embodied in the Bill will 
be accepted as reasonable. 

Kuinir SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I have nothing further to 


The amendment was then put and a diyision taken with, the follow¬ 
ing result:^ 


AYES. 


ChauShuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafliar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurip Rai Haiandranath. 

OoM, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

ChaMp Rai Bahadur Joaandra Chundar. 
Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Erahad Ati. 

Lav, Raja Raahaa Caaa. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu aarat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Surandra Nath. 


Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Raikati Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Sbakharaawar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Babu Jagandra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur KthaunUh 
Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rithindra Nath. 


NOES, 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhana. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waaimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

All, Maulvi A. H. M. Waiir. 

All, Mr. Syad Naaim. 

All, Munahi Amir. 

AN, Munthl Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Knandakar. 

Banarjaa, tha Han’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Bartan, Mr. H.. 

Baiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Biaa, Mr. E. E. 

Bampaa, Mr. C- H. 

Bata, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Caehran, Mr. A. 

Curria, Mr. W. C. 

Daa, Babu Bhiihmadav. 

Day, Mr. C> G. 

Donald. Mr. J. 

Franoh, Mr. F. C. 

Chaaa, Mr. D. 0. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Nopkyna, Mr. W. S. 


Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Karim, Maulvi >£*4ul. 

Karim, Maulvi Faihuka^^ 

Karr, tha Hon’Ma Mr. d. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Qd. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. RaSqua Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwani 
tha Hon'bla. 

Makramali, Munahi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. C.. 
Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhana. 

Mulliok, Babu Nirada Bohary. 
O’KInealy, Lt.^:aL Fradarlok. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tha Han’bla Sir AiNhur. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lailt Mahan Singh. 
Ray) RAJA Manllall Singh. 

Sinha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

WaUon-Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Whoolar, tha Han’bla Sir Hanry. 


Tke Ayes being 20, and the Noes 53, the motion was lost 


Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIS In yiew of the amendment jupt 
lost, I fear that it may be difficult for me to get my amendment passed 
by tbe Council. But I depend upon the sense of justice of this House 
and, therefore, I press my amendment. It runs thus: ** That in clause 
2 of the Bill, for the words from *an additional fee’ to the end of the 
(danse, the words *a fee of four rupees is paid by the applicant’ be 
substituted. ” 

Now, Sir, in the Statement of Objects and BeasdnS) it has been 


membera of thia Houae that before 1906 no fee was levied- I am reading 
out from the Board^a proceedings of 29th April, 1882, where it haa been 
said thai the law does not provide for the levy of fees for application for 
o|)ening separate accounts and therefore they should not be levied. That 
was the angle of vision in 1882. Now the angle of vision began to change 
in 1906 when it was enacted that, notwithstanding anything hereinbefore 
contained, no application under this section and under sections 10 and 
11 of Act IX of 1859 shall he received unless it is accompanied by a fee 
of Rs. 2. The Hon^ble Bahu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said, on the 
occasion when the Bengal Registration (Amendment) Bill was being 
discussed in 1905, that ** it was not suggested that a separate estab¬ 
lishment was required for the puriM)8e and I do not understand why we 
should impose a tax upon such an application, however small 
it may be.” We have heard at great length what the Hon^ble Kaha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan has said but he ha.s not mentioned 
the necess^ of mai^aining a separate establishment, I would point 
out another It has been proposed that a sliding scale 

of fees would be levied. I cannot understand why there should be a 
difference of scale here. The amount of labour required for maintain¬ 
ing the accounts for Rs. 10 would be tbe same as it would be 
required for maintaining an a(M3ount for over Rs. 100 and no case has 
been made out for proposing a sliding scale. I object to this portion 
of the Bill on a matter of principle. The subsequent maintenance of 
the records of the Tauzi department is a charge on the revenue of the 
province and it is a fallacy to say that the public, the general taxpayer, 
should be burdened with the cost for the maintenance of these .accounts. 
The landholders have already been paying their revenue and there 
should be no-fresh imposition upon them. It is in the nature of an 
ahwah as has been said before. Sir, T would appeal to tbe members who 
do not belong to tbe landholding community that if they now try to help 
the imposition of this unjustifiable ahwah upon tbe landholders they 
would he doing something which is absolutely wrong. There are men 
of other classes such as pleaders, mahajans, jotedars, etc., who now invest 
their money in land and this proposed legislation would affect them »s 
iun(‘h as the landholding class. Government is not going to raise the 
salaries of the ministerial officers by more than 100 per cent, any where. 
It may l>e reasonable for them to say that when they have to pay higher 
salary, zamindars should also contribute something. I propose there¬ 
fore that, instead of Rs. 2, a fee of Rs. 4 he paid hy the applicant. I 
. demand bare justice from this House upon this question. 

With these few words, I beg that my amendment he carried. 

■abu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: When tbe mover first began 
to speak we all thought that he was going to withdraw his amendment, 
especially, as he knewthe fate of the last amendment; Sir, the aims 



ordinary taxpayeri should pay money for the benefit of the landlord. 
Three things are to be considered in this connection. Firstly, that the 
ordinary taxpayers should not pay the money; secondly, that the 
amendments have all come from the landlords; and thirdly, that it is 
only in the interests of landlords that we are being asked to pay. 1 
submit that under these circumstances we should oppose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi WAStMUDDIN AHMED: 1 oppose this 
amendment. As has been explained by the mover of the Bill as well as 
by Mr. Hopkyns that the money realised for maintaining a sepa^< 
account falls far short of the money which is required for maintaining 
an account for ever; therefore the fees that are to be realised from the 
landlord should repi*eBent the capitalised value of the cost which is 
necessary for maintaining the Ttfiisi office establishment. And when 
effect is given to the Salaries Committee’s Report this expenditure will 
be greater. So it is reasonable and proper that the fees paid by the land¬ 
lord should be raised under the Act. I may alsf’^ention h^re that this 
salutary provision has been embodied in tbe Act benefit of the 

landlords and to save their estates from the hammer of the Collector. 
The landlords should thank Government that it has saved the whole 
estate from being put up to auction. I may mention here that by keeping 
a separate account small co-sharers will be saved from ruin, as it is not 
unoften the case in the mufassal that the richer co-sharer wilfully neg¬ 
lects paying the revenue so that the whole estate may be put up to 
auction and he would have a chance of buying it up. I think, taking into 
consideration the fact that these provisions are entirely for the benefit 
of the landlords who are also believed to be rich, that this amendment 
should be rejected. 

The Hon’ble tho MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: The special pleading made by Babui Tankanath Cbau- 
dhuri would have perhaps moved me if the question was that eTery 
gftwiindar was going to suffer under this amending Bill. It has been 
made quite clear by the statement supplemented by Mr. Hopkyns 
ns to who is really benefited by the opening of these separate 
accounts. Now, if that statement is accepted by this Council to be the 
correct view of the situation, the main principle underlying this amend¬ 
ing Bill is that the cost of administering separate accounts should 
he borne by the beneficiaries and not by the general public, and it is 
with this object that this Bill has been introduced. The 
existing law regarding the levy of fees on the opening of separate 
accounts is, as everybody knows, contained in section 70 of the Land 
Registration Act of 1876. When the Bill to amend the Land Be^stra- 
tion Act was introduced in the old Bengal Council in the year 1905, it 
was explained that the keeping of accounts opened uitdw the Land 
Registration Act caused much trouble and that there was no Talid 


to consider the Bill were of opinion that a uniform fee of Bs. 2 should 
be levied. A provision was therefore made in section 70 for the levy of 
a uniform fee of Ifo. 2 in all cases. The Committee appointed by Govern¬ 
ment in 1905 to draw up a scheme for improving the pay and position 
of ministerial officers and to suggest measures for the reduction of work 
had urged the desirability of restricting the multiplication of separate 
accounts which not only necessitated a larger establishment in Tauci 
Certificates offices but also caused a considerable increase of work 

_ery department of the Collectorate. Reports showed that more 

tha7one-third of the cost of the Tausi establishment was due to the 
existence of these separate accounts. The opinion was therefore expressed 
that some limitation to the opening of these accounts should be imposed 
with the intention of preventing an excessive increase of clerical 
work. This opinion did not jn itself suffice to justify the withdrawal 
of a benefit which had been conferred upon proprietor by legislation, 
but it was ^t in the Qjjdpion of Government unreasonable to ask that the 
expenditure oi^hiMaditional work involved should be borne by the 
beneficiaries and not by the general public as figures show to be gen¬ 
erally the case at present. In order to impose a check on the opening of 
accounts two courses might be followed—either a limit might be placed 
on the amount of revenue for which separate accounts could be opened 
or a fee might be imposed which would>recoup Government the coat of the 
extra establishment necessitated by it. If the first of these two courses 
were adopted, it was considered that it would press hard on petty co¬ 
sharers and leave them at the mercy of rich co-sharers. This proposal 
was, therefore, rejected—and rightly rejected. With regard to the 
second alternative, statistics collected by the Board of Revenue showed 
that the average number of applications for separate accounts granted 
every year amounts to over Rs. 1,618. On the basis of a uniform rate of 
Rs. 2 a fee, now in force, the annual receipts, as Mr. Hopkyns mentioned 
in his speech on the previous amendment, come to Rs. 3,600. If the 
applications rejected but for which the foe is realised are taken into 
consideration , then Rs. 4,000 is a fair figure to calculate as annual 
receipts. The cost of the collection of separate accounts amounts 
approximately to one-third of the Tausi charges, viz., Rs. 22,000. The 
cost incurred by the estate in administering separate accounts is thus 
paid for by the holders only to a small extent and a greater portion of the 
expenditure is borne by the general public. It was considered that the 
administration of separate accounts the opening of which benefits the 
applicants only, should not be a burden on the general tax-payers. It 
was therefore proposed to adopt the second course which, while making 
the separate accounts staff self-supporting, would also impose some 
limitation on the undue growth of these accounts. The Board of 
Revenue, after a detailed examination of tbe expenditure incurred in 
the collection of land revenue, reported that the collection of each 



involved an expenditure in excess of the' normal expenditure incurred 
in the collection of land revenue, the capitalieed cost of which at 6 per 
cent, would he Bs. 3 per instalment or hist. The Board, therefore, 
proposed that the existing fee of Bs. 2, which covers the cost of actually 
opening a separate account, should continue and that additional fees 
should he charged for administering separate accounts when opened. 
The fees thus proposed hy the Board were Bs. 3 for estates paying revenue 
in one instalment, and Bs. 6, Bs. 9 and Be. 12 for estates paying reven]|^ 
in 2, 3 and 4 instalments, respectively. This proposal was circi^^^ 
to various associations for opinion. The opinions received varied. C^me 
accepted the proposals as just. The main objections however made hy 
them were that a small co-sharer would suffer as he would have to )^y 
the same fee as a rich proprietor, and though the proposed fee might he a 
trifle for the latter they would make it difficult for the former to afford 
the privilege of opening a separate account. In other words the objec¬ 
tion amounted to a preference for some kind ad valorem scale in 

order to save the small co-sharer from having^t^^jjyjy too much fw 
opening a sepamte account* Another objection was Hhat persons 
whose applications for opening separate accounts are rejected should not 
he required to pay the additional fees which are intended to meet the cost 
of administering separate accounts. For these reasons it may be stated 
that the second objection which was taken up hy different associations 
has been met and no additional fee to cover the cost of administration 
will he imposed in the case of applications which are rejected. The 
fee will be paid after the application is sanctioned hut before the account 
is actually opened* This is made clear by the Bill which contemplates 
two stages for the provision in the law, if the Bill is passed, will he 
— (1) that no application should be received unless it is accompanied 
by a fee of Bs. 2; and (2) that no separate account shall be opened unless 
the additional fee is paid. The other objection that a small co-sharer 
would suffer if the additional fees were to vary in amounts in accord¬ 
ance with the principle of ki^ts or instalments in which the land reve¬ 
nue of the estate is payable was carefully considered hy Government 
in consultation with the Board of Bevenue. The fact that the number 
of kistB or instalments depend on the amount of'land revenue payable, 
although this was the land revenue payable for the whole estate, led to 
the suggestion, which has now been incorporated in the present Bill, 
that instead of a fee varying in- apcordance with the number of kitU in 
which the land revenue is payable, there should he substituted a fee 
proportionate to the amount of land revenue payable for the separate 
account. It was agreed that this suggestion would meet the objection 
made in the interest of the small co-sharer and inquiries were then made 
to ascertain the number of separate accounts paying land revenue of 
amounts not exceeding Bs. 10, Bs.. 60 and Bs. 100 and exceeding Bs. 100. 

1?i(nii*Aa nhfn.inA4^ hv ftiASA innniriAa ATiAhlA<1 fltA D/MKil nf 



up a scale of fees wKich would recoup Goyemment for the cost of adminis¬ 
tering separate accounts and would at the same time make the petty co- 
sharer’s payment more or less proportionate to the reyenue payable by 
him. It is this scale which has now been incorporated in the Bill. Babu 
Tankanath Ghaudhuri’s amendment would limit the additional fee in all 
cases to Rs. 4 which is the amount proposed in the Bill as the additional 
fee for a separate account for which the land reyenue payable does not 
!|||B|ed Rs. 10. It would be clear from what has been stated above that 
■H^BBe amendments were accepted not only would the petty co-sharer 
be :^de to pay the same fee as the more wealthy proprietor but the 
tot^ amount of fees which would be payable on account of separate 
acTOunts would not be sufficient to make tbe separate account pay for 
the cost of their administration. The amendment, therefore, is not one 
which can be accepted, if tb^two principles are to be followed, yis., 
that the cost of adminia^ing separate accounts should be borne by tbe 
beneficiarieasand notJf^^ke general public, and that the scale of fees 
should be suclyifl^or to piess too hard ou the small co-sharer. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI S I have heard what the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has said but I do not see any reason why 
I should giye up my point. The thing is this that when Goyemment 
is not going to increase the pay of thet ministerial officers by more than 
100 percent., with what sense of justice can they demand and enhance 
the fee from the landhuiders >0 such a kigh scale. 1 leave it to the sense 
of the Council to decide the question and I have nothing further to add. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the four proposed additional fees, the following shall be substituted, 
respectively, in the order mentioned, namely,— 

‘ one rupee; 
two rupees; 
five rupees; 
ten rupees.’ ” 

At present a uniform rate of Rs. 2 is levied for every separate 
aoount irrespective of the value of such accounts. This is, to my mind, 
highly inequitable and unjust* It cannot be justified on any ground 
that a separate account with a revenue of Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 should pay the 
same fees as an account bearing a rental of Rs. 500 or more. If any 
alteration is to be effected iir the existing rate, I think the rates should 
be made to vary according to the value of each separate account. But 
the ad valorem fee proposed in ^the Bill under consideration is too high 
and excessive and will tell very heavily upon the proprietors desiring 
to open separate accounts. The opening out of separate accounts is also 
an advantage to Government from an administrative point of view. 


accounts owing to the laches and dishonestj of other small shareholders 
who find it convenient for them not to pay regularly and thereby compel 
bigger shareholders to bear the entire burden, in almost evety "kut, to 
save their larger interest. This often leads to repeated sales of joint 
revenue-paying estates and hearing of a large number of appeals and 
objections by the revenue authorities, while, on the other hand, the inno¬ 
cent shareholders suffer for the wickedness of dishonest parties, 
fore no obstacle ought to be thrown, both in the interest of the 
ment as well as of the proprietors, in the way of opening 
accounts. On the contrary all reasonable facilities should be 
in opening out such accounts. The incidence of ad valorem fee proved 
in the Bill would be very heavy and I am afraid if such high feelkbe 
levied the collection will be far in excess of the requirements of the 
Bevenue Department for meeting the cost of extra work as mentioned 
the Objects and Reasons of the Bill. , 'x 

With these few words, I commend my amefftsb^ntto tfft acceptanc*- 
of the Council and of the Government. 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR^ e- 

BURDWANS I have nothing to add. I oppose the motion for the 
reasons which 1 have already given. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; I rise to support the amend¬ 
ment on the ground that it is in keeping with the object of Government. 
Government Imve proposed a sliding scale of fees, and 1 think the 
scale of fees as proposed by the mover is quite reasonable. He has 
suggested that a scale of Be. 1, Bs. 2, Bs> 5 and Bs. 10 should be sub¬ 
stituted for the four proposed additional f^es. We do not know whether 
the original amendment has been marked out in consideration of the 
total expenditure as has been pointed out by the Maharajadhiraja Baha¬ 
dur of Burdwan. The fact remains there. It seems to be rather veiy 
high. Take for instance the first suggestion of Bs. 4- 

The Hon’bla the ' MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN I May I explain one thing to the speaker? He evidently 
thinks that by the sliding scale which we have proposed in the Bill we 
are going to realise more than is necessary. If we are to accept the 
mover’s amendment, it will only bring in Bs. 5,000 and odd, whereas we 
have calculated our requirements to be Bs. 16,000 and odd and for, 
that reason the sliding scale has been proposed. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadurs 'We have not been able to 
follow the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan as to whether this 
calculation is based on the actual factb and over what period it has 
been spread for arriving at the figure mentioned by him. 






hare calculated that our requirements'would be Bs. 16,000 and odd, 
estimatin^he cost oi administering separate accounts. ‘If we accept 
any of t^amendments—^two have already been lost—or the amendment 
that is tX be moved Ijiereafter, we will only get Rs. 6,000 and odd out of 
the Rs. 16,000 and odd we require and we have for that very reason 
enunciated the principle that public funds should not be diverted but 
that the beneficiaries themselves should bear the burden in this matter, 
^t principle it is quite wrong to accept anything except the sliding 
rhich we have provided in the Bill, and for that reason Govem- 
men^re not prepared to accept the amendment. 

yRai ilPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadurs It is not proper that a separate 
adcount holder with a revenue not exceeding Rs. 10—^it may be one rupee 
>r two^pees—should pay the same fee as the holder of an account 
^ a rental of Rs. 600.' If it is a question of one rupee he will 
re to pay Rs. 4 whjA is hardly fair and relying on that principle 
we have su^gested^^Mne mover of this amendment has proposed, that 
lis scale shodA^e^bstituted for the scale provided in the Bill. That 
^he point we are aiming at. 

^ith these remarks, I beg to support the amendment of Ifaulvi 
Abdul Karim. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIMS I havd nothing further to add. 

The motion was then put and a division was taken with the follow¬ 
ing result:— 



Charmakar, Baba Batik Ctiandra. 
ehaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad' 
Chuadhuri, Sir Athutath. 

DoM, Rai Bahadur Syari LaL 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi FaaluL 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid*ud-din. 
Makramali, HuntM. 


AYES. 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 
Mukhepadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 
Raikat. Mr. fratanna Dab. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 
Roy, Babu Jatandra Kriahna. 

Roy, Babu ilapandra Nath, 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Saiiaja Nath. 


NOES. 


Afsal, Navmbsada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Auharuddtn. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Yahuinuddiii. 

Alay, Mr. S. Mahbaab. 

All, Mr. Syad Natim. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandskar. 

Banarjaa, tha Han'Ma Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banna, Nai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baaa, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Uha, NP. S. E. 

Sampat. Mr. e. H. 

Sioa, Mr S. M. 
cathaart. Hr H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla tha Mavab Baiyid 
Navmb Alt, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu BbiahmaBkv. 


Franeli, Mr F. C. 

Chaaa, Mr. O. C. 

Qupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Karr, tha Han'Ma Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. RaBqua Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Han’Ma. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaKansla, Mr. 0. F. 

Mittor, tha Han'bla Mr. F. 0. 

Mttkharjaa, Babu Hifya Ohana. 

Mttlliok, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Nasksp, Babu Nam Chandra. 





PayiM, Hn C> f. 
nafiim, tht Hm'M* Sir Abtf*ttr« 

Rauf, Muuivi Shah AMur. 

Ray. labu AuranAra Nath. 

Ray ChauAhury, Raja Hanmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. J. A. 

The Ayes bein^ 15 and the Noes 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ being absent, the amendments 
standing in his name were deemed to have been withdrawn. 

They were as follows:— 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; ‘‘That in clause 2 of the Bill^or 
the four proposed additional fees, the following shall be substituvd, 
respectively, in the order mentioned, namely,— 

‘ two rupees eight annas; 
three rupees; 
four rupees; 
five ru|)ee8.* ” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That at the end of clause 2 op' 
the Bill, the following l)e added, namely,— \ 

‘In the case of a proprietor selling a small share of his estate the pur¬ 
chaser of which does not apply for a separate account being opened, 
the original propi'intor may apply for a separate account to be opened 
in respect of his share, and on payment by him of the above fees shall 
be entitled to have such sepamte account opened.’ ” 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN moved ‘Hhat the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed.** 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT; Shah Syed Emdadul Haq has made a request 
that the motion standing :n his name should be postponed. 1 postpone 
it to the bottom of the non-official business. 

* 

It was as follows:— 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Begis-* 
tration Act, 1876. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interSit). 

Caioutta University. 

Babu RISHIMDRA NATH SARKARs “ This Council recommends 

.. _ _j. j.1. _ j. i xl. _ _1. .ti • •• 


Roy, Roi SohoAur Lolit MoHon Singh. 
Slnhn, Babu SuroiiAra Nerajm 
wotMii<Smytli, Mr. R. M. ^ 
WbMltri tho Hon'Mo Sir Honryy 
Woi>Atworth, Hr. W. 0. \ 

• 

. . # 

being 47, the motion was lost. 


oonflisting A two financial experts, and two members of the Senate, to 
be wQ tninj pid by the Government, and three non-official members of this 
'Ck>nncil^ot holding any office^g the ^J^versity, to be elected by the 

to inquire into and report on 
the general working of the Unj^eraity, in particular its financiid 
administration, and recomm^l^^ch urgent measures or reforms as may 
necessary/* 

some time past the attention of the educated public has been 
to the affairs of Calcutta University and a strong feeling has 
bee^created against the entire administration of the University, parti- 
cuj^ly its financial administration with fecial reference to (K)st* 
tduate studies, necessitating pi 'demand for prompt and searching 

^ as the people’s^tpresentatives, cannot and should not adopt 
our motto the fa rngj^g rords written over the portals of the Univer- 
[sity of Ab^dee^^|4fey have said. What they say, let them say.’* 
le member^lithis Council will be failing in their duty if they do not 
)nd to the people’s legitimate demand and at the same time if they 
^t uphold the high honoiii- and prestige of the University. For sever¬ 
al years past the Calcutta Unitersitj^ has been losing the respect it used 
to command and it is our paramount duty to restore the University to its 
former position of high honour and dignity. 

It has been frequently said that the Post-graduate Department is out 
of all proportion to the demand for higher studies at the present moment. 
It is no doubt highly desirable to have several professors for each student 
if the University could get an unlimited source of income, sufficient 
to meet the demands of all the departments now maintained by it. 


The department of post-graduate studies in Arts have now got about 
eighteen subjects. But the University has done very little improve¬ 
ment for the department of Science. The University has, I understand, 
gradually reduced the contribution to the Science College from the Fee 
Fund till, in 1920-21, it has stopped contributing anything contrary 
to the terms of the trust created hy Sir Taraknath Palit. Recent pro¬ 
ceedings of the University record the average contribution to the Science 
College though it is a fact that no provision has been made for the 
Science College in the Budget for 1920-21. This reminds me of the 
story of crossing of a river by a mathematician after taking its average 
depth. The University has undertaken to teach all branches of human 
knowledge under the sun except those which add to the material resources 
of the country. There was no provision for the study of Agriculture, 
Industry, Mining, Commerce, Entomology, Nautical Science, Forestry, 
Metallurgy, Science of leather industries, or of textile industries, etc., 
though very fecble attempts are beng made now for the creation of 
some Chairs in some subjects in the Post-graduate Department. What 


4o understand. Creation of Chairs for higher studies dis^^ted from 
preliminary and secondary courses is worse than placing\ “marble 
dome on a mud*huilt wall.’ 

Laboratories and workshops -^or Applied Chemistry and TkpplieU 
Physics and for other such subject^xpressly mentioned by Sir Rash 
Behary Ghosh in his trust deed have not' been earnestly taken up nor 
completed though a large sum must have l/ this time accumulatedj^- 
the funds of the University. No one explains the unnecessary 
carrying out the intention of the donor. This perhaps raised a^ 
doubt, in the mind of Sir Bash Behary Ghosh, and led him .to beq\ for 
his residuary estate amounting to about Bs. 12 lakhsHo the Natiad, 
Council of Education. The demand for vocational and industrial educ 
tion has nowadays become sO great that th^re were about 4,Ur’^»cand1 
dates this year for admission to the Nationaj^Oouncil of Educati< 

Board of which is acting up to the directi(j^.i its donors for moK 
speedily and successfully than the Universitv^lfe^g. its vaAous advan-J) 


tages- 


y 


Then again, it is urged that the Post-graduate Department should-l^^ 
thoroughly remodelled. The number of professors in proportion- 
number of students reminds one of the story of a regiment of 200 officers 
against 260 soldiers. 

In Pali there are 8 students paying a monthly fee of Bs. 10 each, 
but there are 16 professors or lecturers drawing a monthly salary of 
Bs. 1,475. In Comparative Philology there are 6 students but they have 
got 4 gentlemen at a monthly pay of Bs. 1,050 to teach them. In 
Arabic and Persian there are 7 professors or lecturers at Bs. 1,150 a 
month as against 20 students. In History there are 227 students with 
46 professors at a monthly expense of Bs. 8,650. In Anthropology, 22 
students have got 10 experts with salary of Bs. 1,400 to teach them. 
I do not wish to tire your patience by enumerating a long list except 
by referring to one more instance where the arrangement has reached 
its climax. There are three instructors in Tibetan language at a 
monthly pay of Bs. 730 to teach five students. It was found impossible 
for one of the instructors ** to live in the plains except during the depth 
of winter, which even proved to him to be warmer than summer in 
Lhassa “ so arrangements have been made for the instructor to live at 
Darje^ng with the students at the cost of the University, Two of 
the members of the Calcutta University Commission have said— 

The difficulty in the coordination of the Wiiftweti (in the Post-graduate 
Departznent) is increased by the employment of staffs which are rery muneybns hi 
proportion to the numbers of students. 

Since that remark numerous additions have been made m the staff. 
They have also remarked— 



sirangemeBtj/reports ob« of the Post-gradiiete teeohen, ‘‘from the ■tudente'point 
emngeineii|^ report* one of the Po*tgraduate*teacherB, “from the students’ point 
fof Tieer, h^is far from satisfactorj.”' 

It been asserted have been appointed Post¬ 

graduate professors or teachersd^^ot always posses^ the requisite 
qualifications for teaching tj^^ubjecta they are paced in charge of. 
Then again, appointin|4ro of these professors or teachers are made 
proper adveryBRents so that able and qualified candidates 
it out from apj^ng. 

l>^Aw of these tedders in the Post-graduate Department liave to teach 
culfc than six btfirs a week on the ostensible ground that they may have 
le enou^ to devote themselves to research works. The researches done 
^y thu^^achers have been openly challenged and held in many cases 
^stances of plagiaj|pnt» or translations and'curions specimens of 
Stings not worth th^ttier that they are written upon. Strange it is 
[that spuridftsnes^^^iRB^of these writings had not been noticed by the 
Tniversity Bnmi^rs until it was pointed out by outsiders. Research 
» highly praised to-day are suppressed or destroyed to-morrow. 

_^Post-graduate Department of the Ca lcutta University has adopted 

the^!8V^: Search for thUWilh is tCe^oblest occupation of man, its 

publication a paramount dnty.** But in the opinion of critics the motto 
is more respected in its breach than in its observance. 

The members of the Calcutta University Commission, already 
referred to, have said— 

The teaching in the separate subjects is organised by seventeen Boards of Higher 
Studies of fifteen of which the President of the Postgraduate Councils is the 
Chairman. We consider that the Chairman of a University Board of Higher Studies 
should be an expert in that subject and usually one of the senior teachers in it. 


Since that observation the number of these boards has been increased 
to about 28 and yet the same President is the Chairman of about 24 of 
these boards. Instead of discontinuing the practice condemned it has 
been adhered to with a vengeance. 

I have already said that the professors are given very little lecture 
works so that they may devote more time to research works. But want 
of time has never been complained of by real research workers. Sir 
J. C. Bose and Sir P. C. Roy had to deliver about 18 hours’ lecture in a 
week still they are the greatest research workers of the world. Sir 
Leonard Rogers in spite of his hospital duties, postmortem and lecture 
works could carry out his researches. Mr. Ramesh Chunder Dutt and 
Babu Bankim Cbandra Chaiierjee in spite of the duties of an executive 
officer could leave behind them rich legacies of hnman knowledge. So 
want of time cannot be an excuse for real and genuine research workers, 
But, Sir, the University professors are so ill-paid and their tenure of 


lAre necesssities of life. Som^ of the professors are found^ the cor^- 
dors of the High Court or other Courts,* some act as tutors t^ich meu^. 


Lr even a 


sous, while others again carr^u a hj^-stall, a piece-goods 
shop dealing in excitaWe intorV. ■'its uiiQ:ei***^enomt. These P 
ate profes^rs hare time enough td^l up the columns of news^pets 
with all sorts of nonsense in abusing pel)j;|^ who point, out the defects ,of 
the present system of the educational poliiA^yadopted ' by the Calcu^-" 
UniTersity; they have time enough to dance tiidance at the 
of selected members of the Syndicate, but they''«i 4 ve no time to 
lectures to the students for which they«are paid. 

The number of professors and lecturers in the Po 8 t-gl[|duate De 
ment should be reduced by retaining really qualified men,* and th 
again who will remain after the reduction fhould be paid a pa' 

but not on such a lavish scale adopted by Dacca Universit^^J?^*^ 
besides the tenure of office of these officers be made permane^ 

There is a general cry that examinations a farce../ 

The percentage of passes has become absurdly high. Ex^iners* feet' 
have been reduced so low that all sorts of corruption . have be.^’wvVj^^ 
cseep into the system of ezeijnination. Libellous statements arr'^'<»-utle 
that examiners are appointed convenifffrff**Td some'^rtd ’L'ii^uvIffiient to 
others. No less libellous is the statement that regulations are modified 
to suit the needs of a particular candidate or candidates. Such gross 
and perhaps malicious statements should never be allowed to pass with¬ 
out inquiry. 



Secondary education has practically been neglected. It has been 
treated as a means to swell the income of the University so that its 
Syndicate and Senate may have the 10 x 017 of spending for its hobby¬ 
horse, the Post-graduate Department. A show, it is said, has be^ 
maintained by making provision for the teaching in some, subjects to 
undergraduate students. But Secondary education has all along been 
deprived of the sympathies of the University absolutely. The high 
English schools are called upon to introduce one or the other of the 
different courses of vocational education, at their own expense so that 
the University may combat with the non-co-operation movement without 
any burden on itself. 


There is a wild rumour that if inquiries be made into the way in which 
the work of the office of the University is administered curious dis¬ 
coveries will be made. Appointments after appointments are made 
without much improving the efficiency. There is a Controller of Exam¬ 
inations but still we find pages of the Calcutta Gazette filled with errata 
after the results of each examination are published. Who w:ill-bear the 
costs of this extra printing? Besults of examinations are publish^ 
long after they are due. Tt !s alleged that lectures are delivered and 


wen oat tUt the Registrar is incompetent for the office he holdsi as 
i appareni^rom the letter he had addressed to Mr. Sharp. Sarcastic 
remarks Jre mad^ that the nearn^ of tl^|^sh market has perhaps some 
bearing^B the language 1 

m again vehem^t attacksjiiRe been made against the adminis¬ 
tration of the finani^f the Onersity. The Budget is never presented 
[til several m^IRns of th«Kin(‘ial year have passed away. Expenses 
3ess of the d^Hmd for the whole financial year have been 

_ long before jK Budget is presented before the Senate. The 

iudiMaport for contains the following remark— 

M objectionyfn practice of incarring expenditure first and getting it sanctioned 
Wards whioT was brought to the notice in previous reports continued during 
year,^p^r audit. 

)um thus spent ijm some o^the instances amounted to over 
31,000 during tha y^^ - Trust funds are pledged contrary to the 
sxprefts te^s Different funds are hopelessly mixed up. 

pifhds of parfffular endowments have been spent for the purposes not 
Sj^gu^ by the donors. Proceedings of meetings of the Senate and the 
^^aSRte about monetan^^ransactioj^UUiMO worded that they cannot 
but best admirers of the University. 

Resolution No. 73, dated November 25, 1920, runs thus:— 


The Registrar made a statement on the state of cash balance on this date and 
reported the steps he had taken to arrange for payments during the remainder of 
the current month and December. 

Resolved—^That the action taken by the Registrar be approved, that the proposal 
contained in the letter of the Bank of Bengal No. 26798, dated the 12tfa October, 
1920, be accepted, that the Registrar be autborised to make the necessary endorse¬ 
ments, and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to tlie Bank with the 
tfountersignature of the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor. 


This is the way in which the University is transacting the financial 
business and still the University emphatically repudiates the imputa¬ 
tion about the mismanagement of the finance and trust funds or the finan¬ 
cial administration of the University.” But when an explanation of or 
elucidation of any proceeding, a sample of which has just been placed, 
is asked for, the University turns round and says— 

Mo informatioti as to the finances of the University which is not contained In 
its published proceeding will be supplied by the University for publication. 

^r, this attitude the Government and this Council should never counten¬ 
ance. 

Then again, look at the position taken up by the University against 
the Government of Bengal when they inquired as to the time by which 
replies to audit reports for 1917-18 and 1918-19 might be expected. 
The following resolution of the Syndicate will speak for itself:_ 


Act Vn of 1081 had come into operation on the 27th Mardi, 1021, Mperi relal^^ 
to mattere which had taken place at a time when the Bengal Gore^^nt had ^ 
concern with the UnirerBitj should not have been published without^^e oonseni 
of the Unirersity specially as theSi^meniCq^Ahe University upon the Imports had 
not been received. 



Sir, no one ever dreamed before'^at the Setf*te and the SynSicate 
of the Calcutta University can he cli^^d with'''^^'^ismanagemenr 
finance and trust funds, but the resolutiony^nassed ti^h^. Uniye K 
might have the in'esistible effect of turning ^f^most honest'" 
minded man into the worst cynic. 

Another system into which the committee, if a’^lmmted, will^ 
to make a shifting inquiry is the selections and the pu^^tions 
by the University as the text-books for different examinants. Th< 
are not usually done by efficient men and the^r productions in 
are specimens of poor intellect. The principl^ollowed by many ol 
pseudo-authors are usually instances of una4'^2^[^edged quotations 
translations and when they try to introduce thSlstnii bi%tns 
view to improve them they commit worse blunders. 

Sir, in spite of there being University Journals of Lettic '**^*^1 
Science, the University bw s i y nf fiKased. tJK“ nop yright of the 
Jievieuf at a sum of Bs. 1,600 and ha8~de813ed to puEbsZTJS&W^^onthly 
cost of Bs. 237 in addition to the printing at the University Press. 
I do not know whether the University has got any such power. It 
will be a matter for inquiry by the Committee^ 

* A very strong ground for immediate inquiry is that though the fees 
for the Ifatriculation, I.A., I.Sc., B.A., and B.Sc., examinations have 
been realised in March last, yet the remunerations of the examiners 
have not yet been paid though the results of the examinations have long 
been published. There is another very damaging rumour that the 
Calcutta University is bent upon launching into a money-lending business 
on mortgages at high rate of interest with .money raised by pledging 
trust funds to the Banks. 1 do not know whether there can be stronger 
grounds for inquiry than these. 

It is high time for this Council as well as for the Government to 
appoint a committee of inquiry so that their report may vindicate the 
high honour and prestige of the University. I do not wish to have a 
verdict without a fair trial. 


I wish the insinuations made against the University wiere all false or 
malicious exaggerations; I wish the administration of the Post-graduate 
Department were as perf^t as the rules of this department; I wish that 
the charges made against the University were gross libel and without 
any foundation; and I desire that the motto adopted by the Post-graduate 
Department may be strictly observed. 



duracter. ]#thiiik that it will be conyenieiit if I take them one after 
Another. 

Bata^DEVENDRA re^rd to the fact that 

the rMolution precedin^^fmeis nmi^constructive and more detailed, 
1 hdr to withdraw thiOTMolutiQs^l^ich stands in my name in fayour of 

ring resoiu|pB was tnen, by leaye of the Council, with- 


(U^j^This CouncU^i^ommends to the Qoyernment that a non-o£Bcial 
littee of be formed to inquire into the whole of the finances 

if^the TJniyersity and suggest means for the settlement 

lereof^^^er receiying eyidence, oral or written, from such public men 
Iciations as are wilifbg to help the committee. 


tf 


The Hofl’blo May I draw the attention of the 

Mon’bl^lffe Fr^^ffx'^oone thingf Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
nShadur’s arolution and resolutions Nos. 1, 2 and 4 are slightly different. 

PRESIDENTS They will be put to yote separately but discussed 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: WiU the second and 
third resolutions be treated as amendments to the first resolution ? 



TN PRESIDENT. I will put them to yote separately: that will 
meet the point. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadur: This CouncU 
recommends to the Goyemment that they should, without delay, appoint 
a committee of twelye members to examine the financial aspect of the 
proposal for the reconstruction of the TJniyersity, and of the formation 
of a Board of Secondary Education, passed by the Council, one-half of 
the said committee to be elected by the Council from non-official members, 
one-fourth by the Senate of the Calcutta TJniyersity, and one-fourth by 
the Goyernment. ** 

A splendid University has been built up amongst us by the enlight¬ 
ened generosity of successive Yiceroys and British educationists. We 
know that our graduates are in no whit inferior to the graduates of the 
Universities of the most advanced countries of Europe, I know from 
personal experience because 1 have sent hundreds of our graduates to 
those Universities where they held their own against the best of those 
Univer^ties. Under the autocratic rule of the present Vice-Chancellor, 
whatever may be his defects, however much I might disagree with him 
in his ways, however much I might disapprove of his methods, I must 
say that ^e University has progressed to a marvellous degree. Let not 



Sir, IJiave less reason to be partial to him than any othck person h' 
but I must do him justice. What is the question beftw usf 
question is how are we to^j^jace t l^ Un iversity so that it i^|ht ca 
out the progressive ideas of tSjT .TJniv^Ti^j^omniission P Ho^are we 
to make it preserve its existence ula^ceep upSi^^ate of progrewlL We 
have gone into huge expenditure in stfe^^^qg anotff^University, bu^ur 
dear alma mater^ a fabric built up by the^'’‘our8 of^.tj|ration8, can 
be destroyed. The question before us is tlfc^ gui- UnivOT 
starved. These insinuations that its financesill-administe' 
better wait. We are in a very parlous conditiom^^e TJniversit; 
not pay its way. There is time to abuse Sir Asutosh al^herji—^th 
plenty of time. 



ifi-rf'm 



FindinA^fault 



Babu 8URENDRA NATH MUtLIQK;^ rise to a poin't-s^^prdei 
Is it a question of abusing Sir Asutosh HuknqpiiP 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE 

the administration. 

The University has been for years writing to the Govei-nm^^ f Indi# 
to appoint a committee to go into the finances of this question of 
sive advancement. The 

prejudice had its way—had the mutter kept from day'tfi^ay, year to 
year, waiting. It was brought to the notice of the Secretary of State 
and the action was imminent when the Government of India washed 
its hands clean of a province, which is certainly not its fWvourite, and 
threw the University upon our shoulders. Now, Sir, what is wanted is a 
committee which will consider the financial aspect of the University. 
How is it to carry out improvements recommended by the University 
Gommissionf How will it be able to keep up its present, I say, its pres* 
ent high rate of progress? And you have to consider what are our 
finances. 

The PRESIDENTS I am sorry to interrupt you. It is time for 
adjournment. 

The Council adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


Rai JOGENDRA CHMNDER GH08E Bahadurs IM us forget our 
personal differences. We must remember that if we go on criticising 
the maladministration of the University, the Government may be reluc¬ 
tant to help us. There is time to criticise the evils and abuses that are 
in the University but this is not the time for that. I have reason to be¬ 
lieve that the resolutions Nos. 1, 2 and 4 have excited the just in^gnation 
of the University authorities and if they are passed to-day, I am sure 
there will be no co-operation ffom them. The University authorities 
have refused point blank the jurisdiction of this Council to examine 


audil 


afi 


ai 


Bh^ld not Im independent of any official control* The tTniTersity 
fljnuld he J independent body entrusted with the administration of 
^ucationJC this country. If a person isui^cratic or if his ways are 
tt is no reason whatj^g^^’hyj|^hould disturb a. system that 
has WQ^ed so well, and ta}n^way thpHidependence of the TXniTersity. 
We^onld not inter^^^n thi^il^-hearted way with our University 
bs^^pointing acn^Ruttee ^^^Rnine its finances and financial adminis- 
' inan^^^^orth. not know Sir Asutosh Hukherji. He 

^•^i^^bmit to itjms tre would be made the laughing-stock of the 
Now, Sir, I a^Bupposed to be a man who dearly loves a fight, 
Te truth is a man who is very weak and therefore of a very 
F^ful frame^n mind. I do not like a fight. 1, therefore, when 1 put 
lis mo^^n7 consulted the most influential men of the University and 
id it^dioved by them an^h^n sent it in. I know very well that with- 
leco-operation of jJy Univeig^ we can do nothing. We must 
re the co-operation nfversi^ fonthe present. We are going 

jn XfT^^00SSaA.ct and then, I do hope, whatever evils may 
be com|9l8iTiecl of will disappear. Well, change in the law of 
fistration does not always remedy the evils. However we shall 
Now, the questiun^sa^MmnJl^gAte The University has for 
years S9^BBSS9€f0v6fflnS^Rtir^|ff)oint a committee to examine its 
flnances. Not now, to-morrow, the day after, they said; and the Univer¬ 
sity has been starved. It cannot pay its way. We cannot wait. Let 
there be a committee. Let it examine the finances and the requirements 
of the University and say what they require and what we must pay. I 
am proud of my University as I have said before. Our graduates, as I 
have said, can hold their own against the graduates of any other Univer¬ 
sity. They have got a hundred generations of intellectual culture be¬ 
hind them and I feel confident that the time is coming when they will 
be in the vanguard of science and philosophy and advance the bounds of 
knowledge. It is not a question of local importance. It is a question 
which affects human progress. No money should be stinted to keep 
up the University’s rate of progress. If you do that, you will be playing 
false to the best interests of the country. I, tiierefore,' fecommend 
that a committee be at once appointed to consider the financial aspects 
of the University and not withhold the grants which the University had 
been enjoying so long. They had been withheld long enough and should 
not be withheld any longer. 


Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED EUHRAWARDYs It was with a sense of 
surprise that I saw Rai Jogendra Ghunder Ghose Bahadur’s resolution 
included in the resolution's that have been moved for the purpose of 
inquiring into the financial administration of the Calcutta University. 


Th0 PRESIDENT: I hav-e asked you to more the resolution which 



Jnry 


Mr. HUSEYN EHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY8 This IMimcil reoi;^- 
mends to the Government that a committee be appointed td,inquire in>.o 
the financial administration,^ the^alcutta ITniversity, pai^ularly oi 
the Post-graduate DepartmeiK ” 

£ai Jogendra Ohunder Ghose "fi^^dur’iT^^^utitm and thd^v^ei 
resolutions with which it is mixed upa^^ far as the pole^ 1 
had indeed expected that the Rai Bah|idur w^M be sometl 

in favour of his resolution, a resolution whra^I certainly^ 
instead of that he has done nothing, but, afterV^relude, acce] 
resolution which has asked for a-committee. The Rs^ahadu^ hi 
masquerading in sheep’s clothiug to the detriment, I afraid, 
flock of sheep which he has sought company in. Straightw^^I must 
that the resolutions that have been brough^ave not been brNl^At wl 
any ulterior motive than that wh ich ap pears^ ^paper, that they^®^^ 
been brought with any personal malicWgo^bSrV'^^freat Vice-€hancehv* 
of the Calcutta University. This is not the a pc^;^ of prais j 

on behalf of any one, but I would not be far^w^ong if I wSl^Wsay tnSbL 
India there are few men that are as able as he. I say 
this resolution is not levell^*^ ^c gtinst his jer^nality or against his 
ter, but if inspite of my nit>testiSLioB^aw*Trt-u ^ ■»ss ; ^j^, ^ ijif1brom 

themselves, cannot believe me, I ask the members of the House to accept 
the resolutions on its intrinsic merit and leave the motives to those who 
grub tinderneath for them. I am not going to dilate upon the innumer¬ 
able abuses that have crept into the administration of the Calcutta 
University. We are more concerned with the financial administration, 
and if we find, or if we doubt, and doubt with a certain amount of reason, 
that the finances of the Calcutta University are not being properly admin¬ 
istered, a very clear case h^s been made out for the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into its financial administration. I must say that 
we have been considerably aggrieved by the contemptuous way in which 
the inquiries of the hpn’ble members of this Council have been treated by 
the Calcutta University; and at the desire, the very apparent desire, 
of the Calcutta University to conceal from us all knowledge of the finan¬ 
cial administration, I must say a great doubt has arisen in our minds 
specially when we realise that no satisfactory audit reports of the 
Calcutta University are forthcoming and that the budget of the Calcutta 
University is presented long after the expenditure has been incurred. 
It is sufficient for our purpose, therefore, if we are not satisfied with the 
working of the Calcutta University, if we are not satisfied with the 
way in which the money is being spent, I am sure that the University 
with the charges that have been levelled against it will itself'not shirk 
the inquiry, and I am sure that the Government will not seek, in view 
of the fact that there is an earnest desire on the part of the country 
to see for itself how the finances of the Calcutta University are being 










when tliat I gneve that our beloved ITnivemty, which we 
pe woul^^e day be the premier University of the Easti has lost the 
onfidenc^f the people, that it h^befon^^ dark and dismal future 
olouded^^ distrust and sup^^Ri;.anot is because I seek only to 
rehabijmte the Universi^^n the miWm of the people, and to secure 
more for the^^niveratJ^he confidence which it enjoyed 
ges past, ^iifvcrave fg^Toommittee of inquiry. 


ATH MULLIOKa I have great pleasure in 
g the resol^gRi of Mr. Bishindra Nath Sarkar in demanding 
ommittee^^nquire into and report on the affairs of the Calcutta 
ersit’y gag^tUy. I must confess that I am surprised to see Bai 
endraJMmnder Ghose Bahadur putting a resolution in a garb which 
e interests of the Bhiversity. All along that he was speaking, 
8 practically Bpeakjj|^ resolution, while he professes 

one of ihe moveu(,z!^^!iS^Te8olutim for an inquiry. In my opinion, 

aniaskeening resolution, inspired by Ihe authn- 
^versity. His speech was in support of them and he 
say only this and nothing but this, that it is a great Univer* 
utiful in8titution..andjiQtbj]^0BlhMiBU be said against it. No* 

'to Ibnt desire. I am myself a man 
of this University, and I do not yield'to anybody in my desire that 
this University should be one which should be above reproach. 
If these reproaches were of an ordinary kind, I would not 
have joined in this resolution at all, but the accusations which 
have been levelled and levelled with so much stress, are such that 
go deep down to the very existence of the University, and it is abun¬ 
dantly clear that there is ample room for having a very searching inquiry 
into the affairs of this University. We all know what has appeared 
in the papers regarding this matter. I am not one of those who believe 
everything I see in print for I know that the best way of deceiving people 
is to publish something in print, and more so when it is published 
over the signature of some responsible officer of' Government. 
Things have to be scrutinised, things are known to us, it 
is a part of common knowledge in this country at the present moment, 
that the funds of the University are being spent in a way which does not 
boar scrutiny. I am almost sure it is a fact—^1 shall be very happy if 
it is contradicted—^that so far as one of the professors in the higher 
study of Muhammadan Law is concerned, there was a professor on high 
pay, but unfortunately there was no pupil to attend his class, and, there¬ 
fore, one of the lecturers in some other department was made to sit down 
sometimes as his student. 1 say it is a fact and I challen^ contradiction. 
I am one of those who consider that it'is a matter of regret that the 
name of our lespeoted Vice-Chancellor should be brought in in this con¬ 
nection. I do not like to attack anyone’s name at all; it is not a question 
at all personal to anybody. What I oppose and what I beg to point out, 





















in the men who are controlling it. Onr TTniyersity, a tlmg wlucl»we 
love, is now the mighty training ground oi students in the of flunlw- 
• ism and the science of sv^phanw. Moral strength is nfrt alwayV^ 


in 


owe a deelL. debt 


■rf 


of rancour, but out of regret, 

of gratitude to this tJniversity. 
to represent the cause of my count 
this Council, is due to the little educatiod' 
the TTniversity, and I desire to say that I 

my love for this TJniversity. Nobody can sayv^t i am acti^nry 
manner detrimental to the interests of my own 
cipal point is that before you continue to make grants,l^^ould 
clear how this money is to be spent. If the money is 
spent, then in spite of what my friend I^i Jogendra Ch 
Bahadur may say, I assert we ou^^^p^op t]|r grants, and that 
a moment’s hesitation. If, on the^S^ffifciigj^e fact is this, t 
the TJniversity is doing just as good work asiOiiijCgecte^^ 
by all means continue the grants, nay add to it by hon’iEi| 

friend, Mr. P. C. Mitter, to make larger grants to the OTk'Wv— 

He is a person of w h^^-Uha. Ui^eisity, giay v ery well-»*^tiA?6ud 
and no one is more anxious inS tt^u f li i TSBUnt^ffiiversity. 

But look at their attitude P They refuse to answer questions. They 
take money from persons, and refuse to show accounts as to how the 
money has been spent. This is rather surprising. We want to see how 
the money has been spent. If it is well sjient, where is the fearP 
If there is nothing wrong, where is the fearP Why do you not come 
forward and show people how it has been spent P It bas been said that 
the University has now launched into a scheme for raising money; I 
am told I am not suxc, that they are now pledging their securities 
with the Bank and getting money from them and in¬ 
vesting it in mortagages on high interest. They may have good inten¬ 
tions but the question is whether their actions are justi^ble and 
proper. I take it that this shows a thorough want of management on 
the p^ of the University. Everything done with good intention may 
not be proper or legal; if you want to do-things like this, you invite 
criticism. You are asked to show receipts and give replies, and you 
refuse aud get fidgety, this is the kind of thing you would expect 
from a hysierial girl, and not from such a great academic institution 
as the University. Why ido you not come forward and show your 
accounts; if everything is all right, why do you refuse? 


Then, as regards the resolution of Bai Jogendra Chunder Chose 
Bahadur, it is a beautiful resolution indeed; if you will look through it, 
you will see that in it is hidden a very clever way of shelving the whtde 
question for years. My esteemed friend’s resolution runs thus: **This 
Council recommends'to the Government that tiiev should, wfthnni 


■ aine the financial aspect 

University. 

i of the Universi^ and 
d the formation of a 
c. My friend knows 
lU cost a very large sum 
aiming into existence for 
invented, but I do not 
id be an inquiry. We 
' to our countrymen; 
rsity has its own in- 
it has a governing body 
?ht to ccmtrol its afiairs, 
re every right to demand 
the University ought to 
at is so. So far as the 
erned I wish there were 
DUiinated member there, 
judge of the High Court 
a different thing, but 
that the University 

want to be free from popular ‘mntrol or outside control, 
or even public control in the sense that no one should ask the University 
to render an account of its funds. That is not the proper idea at all. 
I need not go into details. My knowledge of the University is more 
or less second-hand: I have never visited it since I left it unscathed. 
But even with that knowledge I know that thei’e have been appointments 
which should never have been made. Posts have been given to men 


who have no proi)er knowledge or training. There are a number of 
classes to teach subjects which are practically useless at the present 
moment. If you want for the sake of higher culture that a particular 
subject of no ordinary interest should receive attention, then why do 
not you call in yoiu' sister universities and ask them to join and estab- 
li^ joint chairs fnr such subjects to prevent waste? Where is the 
good of a class with only one or two students in it, studying a subject 
which nobody on this side of the grave is likely to take any interest in? 
This is to show that you are spending money, or trying to spend it in a 
useless manner. That is simply preposterous. Tou must do what will 
be of benefit to the largest number; that your only justification for 
spending public money, and I say that we have a right to stop it, and 
a right to examine the situation, and a right to know what the amount 
of money is and how it is being spent. 

As regards the University results, I am one of those who have 
euffered. I am a President of one of my own viUage schools, and a 
member of the Managing Board of others. I find that in these days it 
is difficult to fail in the matriculation examinations. Everybody knows 

T T _J J.I.*_A__a 11 1 a 




my village school for examination. Of the 12 sent 8 ^ssed in Ihe 
first and 4 in the seconds and none in the third divisionS^These afc 
results that attract, so thwN^lasgw^agiher of students wouH(|^be forth^ 


d be realised for\^nding 
oubtful utilityS(i5Tiis 
^ems that, acoOTl^g 
a pas^>A^^ failure; 
ys accord]^ 
ne^^wrily smaller' 

5nry 


coming from the schools a: 
after the Postgraduate PTotte^^grs 
is my view, and I challenge its contr^ 
to the University results, it is easier to 
is an ideal or an approach to an ideal. Goo^ 
of nature and Providence are bound to ^ 

ber than bad boys, but according to the UniversS^j^verybody it 
so beautiful were the results, that there were ver^few second^ 
passes, and none third. These are *'faked’* results; I n^L^this wit! 
the responsibility of a member of this Council, and I 
I have seen boys passed in the first c^s who cannot coi 
Words of English; such is Becentl 

of such first class pass-holders spelt thewS^^xia^ooV* wit] 
all these passed in the first class! 

With a University like this, having an income as 1^%^^ thcii 
1 am sure, things are not being carried on in the best intererap^*^^U> 
country. Therefore, I til', ^ 

out for an inquiry. I do not for a moment owieve t! TOing that 

has been levelled against the University is wholly true, hut there is 
room for suspicion. So let there be an inquiry by persons with an open 
mind and first-hand information and knowledge of things. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I have listened to 


the speeches on this resolution. To my mind it is necessary for tlie 
fair name of the University that there ought to he an inquiry. Who¬ 
ever is responsible for the management of the funds of the University 
ought to come forward and say, ** let there he an inq\iiry.” If the 
facts as are represented to the Council are acceptable then they show 
conclusively that there is a strong case for an inquiry. I do not know 
the facts personally, but whenever I had occasion to look at the papers 
I find in bold relief something said against the administration of the 
University. Almost all of us had our education in the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity and we think it is our duty to press this matter for the con¬ 
sideration of the Council. The Council represents the views of the 
people of the Province. The Council, in my opinion, is in a position 
to see how the affairs of the University are going on, how it is work¬ 
ing, and whether the facts, as pointed out by the speaker, are correct. 
If an inquiry be made, as suggested by Mr. Bisbindra Nath Sarkar, 
I am sure it will satisfy the critics. The management of the Univer¬ 
sity, I believe, ought not to shirk the inquiry. If the facts, as stated 
by the various speakers are proved, then it is absolutely necessary that 
the University ought to be remodelled by the people on a proper basis. 
The University has lost the confidence of the people and it ought to 



(Mhe country or tlieir representatives. I press this resolution to tlie 
^ceptanoe^R the Council and 1 fully support it. 

rriNDRA MATH to support this reaolu- 

far as' our inquij^^Kon^^^ I think we should approach 
the station with mind^jimno aspersions should be directed 

aadlmst the learned^rody t hj^j^ rotrols the Calcutta tJniversity without 
^ing firs^tf^Kight i^^he real state of affairs. To condemn 
giving^CK an adequate opportunity pf explaining first 
rs impolitic ^^contrary to justice and t Tequest my friends 
use offensivs^Knguage towards particular individuals on second- 
cha^inf ormatioj^Mily. 

Those jgio know the in'esent constitution of the Senate and the 
rndwK^^f the Calcutta University which includes His Excellency 
^mor of Bengal^it^he helm, the Hon*ble Judges of the High 
furt, the Hon’ble M«tre"2j5^^i4e<ffs^ouncil, tlie Principals of several 
[firstgrad^ieCoIlege^ffSlMn^s, many of whom have 'independent means 
nven^o^Wignt to realise that any charge against the University 
only to the Vice-Chancellor but also to these gentlemen to 
:teut, and it .is for this reaso n that I want a thoroughly repre- 

real siate of affairs and suggest 
urgent remedies commensurate with,the exigencies of the situation. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 rise to support the resolution 
moved by Babu Hishindra Nath Sarkar. The resolution moved by 
him asks for an inquiry as to whether financial assistance should be 
given to the University. That, 1 take it, means that assistance will 
be given for the working of the University as it is conducted now. 

The resolution of Bui Jogeudra Chunder Ghose Bahadur also pro¬ 
poses an inquiry, but that is an inquiry for the future financial aspect 
of the proposed reconstruction of the University not for the present 
working. We have had the report of the Sadler Commission before us, 
for some length of time. We all know what the reconstruction of the 
University means: it means practically a duplication of the colleges, 
the creation of colleges for intermediate studies. There will be a course 
of higher studies with separate buildings and a separate staff: those 
connected with the management of colleges know very well what that 
means: so far as Calcutta is concerned, where there is a large number 
of colleges, it will mean the purchase of land, erection of buildings, 
fitting up of colleges and employment of a separate staff, etc. We all 
^ow, having regard to our present financial conditions, that the pro¬ 
posal for a reconstruction cannot be carried out now. It is practic^y 
an impossible proposition having regard to our present financial posi¬ 
tion. Therefore, to appoint a committee to consider the financiftl 
aspect.*} of the proposal for reconstruction is a futile inquiry at ptresent. 

TtiA mBAliifiATi nf “hfr. SAr1rfi.r. nn tha nfliAr hanil naVa 


into and report on the general working of it: that is a mm reaaoni 
proposal. We should kjow what the financial require^nts of t1 
University are as it is noli^ ^ Ddu qtgd, and the inquiry willVnahle thl 
Council to he in a position^^luilgHfekAt financial assistant should 
he i-eudered. 


With these few words, I supi 
Hr. Sarkar and oppose that moved by 
Bahadur. . 


vthe rBk^tion moved' 
\ .Togen^S^fikunder G1 


AdJOHrnmant 

‘ The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the SOt^^gnst, 
at 3 p.u., in the Town Hull Calcutta. 



rootMlingr of tht Bongal Legislative Council a iee n ib l ed under tlie 
provieione of the Cmrernmen^Klndia Aet. 

THEd^uncU met in thein the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
T]^^ay, the SOth192l/&t3 p.h. 


■>* 


l^rHon’ble the 
Rve Council^ 
lected memMs. 


Present: 

Rdent, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
[on'ble the three Ministers, and 102 nominated 


asked to annou 


CaloutU University. 

T<S^S^RE8IDEHT ftbr^n’b le Np ivab Sir Syed Shame-uloHuda)! 

ogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur is 
?lhe Council to-day owing to illness in his 
ants the resolution which he moved to be withdrawn, 
the resolution has already been moved the matter is in the 


he Council. 


of the Council, withdrawn. 

The discussmn op Babu Hishindra Nath Sarkar's resolutdon was 
resumed. 


Dr. A.8UHRAWARDY: I rise to address the Council with a feeling 
of considerable hesitation and embarraRsment. For apept from the 
relationship in which I stand to the mover of the resolution, Babu Rishin- 
dra Nath Sarkar, and apart from the misfortune of holding an office 
in the University, 1 find myself in the difficult position (unless, you 
Sir, grant me some measure of indulgence) of replying within the 
narrow compass of fifteen minutes to the aspersions and attacks on the 
University by no less than six speakers who volleyed and thundered 
for hours yesterday. But, as the Senate has no representative in the 
House—Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur is not a Fellow of the 
University—and I have been disappointed in my expectations of find¬ 
ing a special sense of responsibility and fair play pervading the debate 
and preventing speakers from repeating the parrot-cry of the market 
and making baseless and unfounded attacks on a public institution, 1 
am compelled to speak. Though not a representative of the Senate 
in the House, I happen to he a Fellow of the University and a member 
of the Syndicate—in fact the <mly Fellow and member of the Syndicate 
here—I have no hesitation in characterising the statements made by 
Messrs. Sarkar, Mullibk and Company as baseless, unfounded and libel¬ 
lous; and I uhulenge them, as the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler chal¬ 
lenged Mr. Sarkar the other day, to repeat the statements outside this 
House. As I have alreadv said, there is not a sinffle non-official 






on the subject before the House with any claim to first-lfcnd acquiw^ 
ance with the affairs of tj^ University. I shall not imitat^^e metb^k 
and tactics of the hon'bl^Beatlei Bgn o n the other side by^temptini| 
to impress the House withSL^d TwfiSg^^ions, ■ wild ges^ulations,^ 
mockery, mimicry and buffooliCT^i^HorsBULI indulg^ like iwm, in 
Rweeping: generalisations unsujiportem&Kfact.sa^^ffRums 
to deal with the matter as calmly and cKMssionattlJi^^ possible 
I shall state chapter and verse for every a^j y ment 
as 1 have already stated^ there is a time^d^t imposed 
and, therefoi'e, before I enter into details, I snMu like briefly ^nry 
cate to you the grounds on which 1 oppose the re^lution. I 
the resolution of Hr. Rishindra Nath Sarkar on the fol^^ng grou\ 

(1) on its merits; and (2) on the question of law. ; 

As regards its merits, I may briefly indicate that it 
a tissue of lies and libellous an^^Jm^less %-*sstatement8 and 
certain restrictions on the qualihcatiuiiHil«j£^HLhoBe hbn'ble mem 
of the Legislative Council whom he seeks to be e 
on the committee. 1 will enter into details later on. 

As regards the question of law, 1 can state at once 
the resolution is carried, 

to interfere with the internal adnTITITSTroTlUir^rTHWiBaBWWr U niver- 
sity. So far back as 1857> the only power given to Government to 
interfere with the internal administration was limited to this—1 am 
reading out from the Act itself—1 am sorry. Sir, that 1 have lost the 
reference. (Several voices: ** Hear, hear.**) I have got it now and 
my friends need not rejoice. Under the Act of 1857 as amended by 
Act II of 1876 and Act IV of 1904, the only power which has been given 
to Government is thus defined at page 16 of the Regulations of the 
Calcutta University:— 


Such lees shall be carried to one General Fee Fund for the payiMnt of expenses 
of the said University, under the direction and regulations of the Governor-General 
of Tndia in Council to whom the accounts of income and expenditure of the said 
University shall once in every year be submitted for examination and audit as the 
said Governor-General of India in Council may direct. 


That, Sir, is the only power conferred on Government of examining and 
auditing the account-s. 

Sir, I need not remind the House—jjerhaps it is within the know* 
ledge of the hon’ble members of tbis House-—tbat not long ago Mr. J; 
Ghaudhuri put a question of a similar nature in the Trupeyial Legia- 
tive Assembly and the following answer was given by Hr. Sharp who 
is no friend of the University:— ^ 

Government have been informed that the financial position of the University of 
Calcutta is precarious. They have no intention of appoin^ng a Comnittee suck as 
that contemplated by the Hon'ble Member, nor does the existing law provide for the 
appointment of such a Committee. 

(’Several voices: ** Will the member nleasa stMak a littlA 


yriM PRMIDENTs I cannot hear clearly whai you eay. WouM 
Mom. speak Vlittle louder, please. ^ 

M Dr. m lUHBAWARDY ; T but I cannot help my 

^ physiM^infirmity. "'I canTm^nMowI am sorry that I hare 
notthe voice oflW^mullicl^^^^ this stafi^e, the member came 
t^K seat in frou^Pthe ^wrf^fntial chair.) 

ml have d^lM^h the^^tion of law; and I now pass on to the 
ef all, RjiCTet me give yo\i a brief history of the Post* 
Dei>artmen^fns scope and the duancial assistance rendered 
. i]Ry Governm^r Section 3 of the Indian Universities Act pre- 
ch^Des-it as.the^^ty of the University to make provision for the 
^Rruction^J^udeuts with power to appoint UniveAity professors and 
^turejT'^nd to do all acta which tend to the promotion of study and 
In 1916, the G^frernment of India appointed a Committee 
jj^rfSsting of Sir AshxiJjj^'^M^|JjEKi?ipMr. Homell, Sir P, C. Roy, Dr. 
^al, Dr^Howells, ^avden. I'rofessor Hamilton, Mr. Words- 

to prepare a scheme for the co-ordination and 
^vel^nm^^f Post-graduate teaching. The Committee submitted a 
report which was forwarded by Government to the Senate. 
frQme djpyH*»*ii»f — annroved by the Govern¬ 

ment oi^fidixU* TfR^ne ySth'^imT 1916. It is the duty of the Univer¬ 
sity now, under these regulations, io provide )x)st-giuduate teaching. 
The University has done its very best under verj' adverse circumstances 
to fulfil its obligations. The Government of India bos not inci'eased 
the grant of Rs. 1,250 a mouth which was sanctioned in 1912, before 
these new obligations were imposed u|X)n the University. The Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal up to the present time has not given a farthing aa extra 
grant. The regulations contemplate that the University should aiTunge 
for higher instruction in a number of subjects mentioned including 
Sanskrit, Pali, Arabic, Persian, Comparative Philology. The Goveru- 
ment of Bengal instead of spending money for higher teaching has 
actually made a profit out of it, Rs. 34,000 from the postgraduate fund 
through the Presidency College. 

The whole postgraduate system as adopted by the Government of 
India was scrutinised by the University Commission aud was described 
by the Commission in Volume II, jntge 70, paragraph 64, as possessing 
many admirable features and furnishing a satisfactory solution of many 
difiiculties and was in fact made the basis of the new scheme of recon¬ 
struction evolved by the Commission. 

Mr. Sarkar quotes from the minority report of the Commission. 
Why does he ignore the majority report, specially the passage at 
Volume V, page 361, where they declined to -accept the accuracy of the 
statements made by the minority f 

Sir, to appoint a committee after the Calcutta University Commis- 


A lolrli 





Sir, tlie gravamen oi their charge against the Post-graj^te Bepa!^ 
ment is that the number ^ teachers aro very large and thS^umber « 
students are very few. A^hl^rom^^^Pact that this proposi^sn would 
occur only to those unacquaintlh^wit^wBii^i'evaib in the greal^entres 
of learning, in the West, the stStifti^ts a^||Z^Uent illustrat^M of 
the art of suppresiio vert and iuggeft^^alsi .^fclf truths are 
dangerous than whole lies. I will now^^e a feUwjbgtrations. ^ 
is stated that the number of Pali atudents^^g and the^il|i|yipil4n 
lectiirers 16; but this statement is false. Fo^lfcgse very teacHfjj^nt** 
also teachers for the undergraduate classes in addll^^to the Post-dF^n^ 
ate classes; and the number of students who go to tn^niversity\ 
various institutions^ such as the St. Xavier’s College an^s^er coUa 
to get instruction in Pali is 200. 

Then, as regards Arabic and Persian. Sir, within yo^K|Si4)^ 

ledge what difficulty was felt by^fR!*Milj|^^|l^^lan students for stiS^ 
ing Arabic; and you tried in your own the^^ ifficul tv. 

After that, the undergraduate classes were openeua^i^^UnflffiM^ 
and seven lecturers were appointed. These lecturers teachwli^ente iir 
the undergraduate classes in ad dition to lecturing to Post-grad^RT^jl^ 
dents. The number of i 

a hundred. As regards their salaries 1 may mention toa^u^of emin¬ 
ence and established reputation like Aga Muhammad Kasim Shiraci 
and Maulana Abu Musa whose works on Persian and Arabic language 
and literature have been highly spoken of by distinguished German 
Orientalists draw the lordly salary of Bs. 100 each. If the principle 
enunciated by Mr. Sarkar is adopted, if this new Theory of Numbers 
is accepted, then no subject should be taujght in which there are not 
many students, and Arabic and Persian must be abolished at once. 
Muhammadans are backward in education—only a few go up for the 
B.A.—^fewer still for the M.A. According to Mr. Sarkar and Company 
then there should be no arrangement for teaching Arabic and Persian 
to the Muhammadans in the premier University in India, if not in the 
East. According to the same Theory of . Numbers Arabic and Persian 
should be abolished from the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge and 
London. Then as to Mr. Sarkar’s charge that no provision has been 
made by the University for Science let me tell the House that it is at 
once misleading and baseless , 


BsIni RI8HINDRA NATH SARKARt I did not say no jnrovimon 
was made. 


Dfa Aa SUHRAWARDYs All right, then you say no adequate pro¬ 
vision. The University has contributed no .less than Rs. 9 UiAff 
towards the University College of Science which is about 60 per cent, 
of the total expenditure for its upkeep. Then there is another illtis« 


Sutendrtf Nath—1 beg his pardon —Bahu Snrendra Nath MuUiok. 
Wb aaid a Professor of Muhammadan Law was appoiuted at the 
^niversiyliaw College and as no afe identfj^fs forthcoming the Univer¬ 
sity Leo^rer was ^de to atMjWme le^^^s of the Professor of Muham- 
madan^jaw; The stotm^^ is mSmUy misleading. I will present¬ 
ly ^^ve you the^^ the case aud leave the House 

judge how ja|gpe real s^g^f things bear out the truth of the state- 
Pabu Sww^a Nath MuUick. Three years ago a 
fSpplied for taypgup the M. L.. degree and Muhammadan Law 
le of the BW^ts in that degree. But in the University there 
cho^o provisio^/or Muhammadan Law, although provision was made 
[indu one of the subjects for the degree of Master of Law. 

Mistaken the late lamented Babu Golap Chandra Shastri, 
of Mr. Nrishingl^ Chandra Sarkar, was the Professor of 
Law of the Univg^.^yjofOjymjya, who, by the way, would have 
m excluded by th^^i^j^^^iil^he resolution of his worthy son from 
cmjsflcCi^enad he been a member of the liCgislative Coun- 
No n^lmsion was made for Muhammadan Law and as no 
ime forward for the M.* Ti. degree, the University of Calcutta 
of ° of Muhammadan Imw. 

Three eAt'cdtdewartl to take up the subject and tlie 

matter came up before the Governing Body of the Law College which 
appointed a Professor of Muhammadan I«aw, whose qualifications and 
attainment^ for teaching the subject I challenge Mr. Mullick to ques¬ 
tion, on the magnificent salary of Bs. 100 a month. This matter drew 
the attention of Mr. Justice Greaves who was a member of the Govern¬ 
ing Body at the time and it was at his instance later on that the origi¬ 
nal salary was raised to Bs. 200 which was the salary of the Pro¬ 
fessor of Hindu Law. The appointment lasted only for one session as 
the student gave up the subject. I repeat the challenge of Mr. Mullick 
mid challenge contradiction. It is perfectly true Uiat the student who 
applied to take up Muhammadan Law as one of his subjects for the 
degree of Master of Law happened to be a University Lecturer. This 
comes as a great surprise to Mr. MuUick. A little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing. Every student of any University in the West knows 
that there is nothing peculiar or strange in this. I have in my posses- 
simi a souvenir from one of the most distinguished German Orientalists 
of his day who did me the honour of describing me as ** his pupil and 
master.” There is nothing strange in the master in one subject being 
the pupil in another. 

Tht PRESIDENT: Tour time is up. 

Dr. A. SUNRAWARDY: I already apprehended that. May I have 
five minutes moip? » 



Dr. A. tUHRAWARDYl Thank you, Sir. though piQSied tot lime 
how can I forget the ^utterances of Mr. Suhrawordy (J>^ior) f 

is 


says that he bears no Ho University, nor is h^jnfluenceii^ 

by any feeling of resentment^^ge ^!li%||[^ae of the well-kno^ French^ 
proverb which every educated g^^.^eman and which I i^d not 

repeat here. He weeps over the a@>a&.of theTO^ersity, not cra^MUle 
but genuine tears, and wants to re.stoM^ lost s^ijh^eparted 
I am glad his laughing days are over and^|^weeping 
1 am glad of the dawn of his sense of res^b^ility, but 
should know' that the attainment of his politiS^majority dateRmy 
the 17th of May, 1921, when in an ill-fated momen7>^Governing 
of the Law College failed to reappoint him as a lectu^ 


Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI:*! rise^ oppose resolutiRlmbsA^ 
and 4 on the ground that no ca|gMildg^be^n|^^de out and therefomS^^ 
appointment of a committee is not necessS^kSJijjt^t is the drift of the^ 
resolutions ? A closer scrutiny of both the resotuffSw^^ieveal^jlhisyhfiF 
are driving at the appointment of a second commission to^ hpk into tW 
affairs of the Calcutta University. That great commission-^lMi^llg^ 
Commission—^lias done 

into the matter in minute details^^TffnSafKarsTMWMBtf^ontains 


the expression “ to inquire into and report on the general working of 
the University.'' This is exactly what the Sadler Commission has 
done. His resolution aiieaks of ** recommending urgent measures or 
reforms;’’ that is exactly what the Commission has done. His resolu¬ 
tion goes on to say with a view to determine what financial assistance, 
if any, should be given to the Calcutta University.” Well, that is 
exactly what the Commission has done. I wonder whether the mover 
of resolution Ho. 1 ever took the trouble of going through the five 
volumes of the Report of the Sadler Commission and studying it in 
detail. It would have revealed to him the labours of mighty minds— 
men who may be regarded as the greatest educational experts that any 
university can think of appointing. What is this Council going to dof 
Is it going to set aside the detailed recommendations, both general 
and financial, and appoint a fresh commission to look into the affairs 
of the Calcutta University? What do these resolutions demand? A 


‘committee—a committee of inquiry? On what grounds? So far as I 
have been able to follow the speeches which were delivered yesterday 
afternoon, 1 find that four reasons have been given. I speidc subject 
to correction. The first ground is tbe multiplicity of subjects and 
multiplicity of professors and lecturers in tbe Post-graduate Department 
and tbe paucity of students.- What is the second ground? Irre¬ 
gularity of procedure in the matter of the budget. The third ground 
is—insufficiency of infomation supplied or refusal on. the part of the 
University to supply information. The fourth ground is has^ on vague 



■ an iireaponBible presa. 

mation has already been 
fos. 306 and 114. Ques- 
Chander Nasker and 
n the Syndicate proceed- 
)f closely'printed matter 
irmation has been placed 
ling curriculum, regard* 
jalariesi regarding tVe 
urely a fresh committee 
subject. This Council, 
its Terdict as to whether 
•-so many professors and 
noney ought to be spent, 
ts to pass its judgment, 
icational experts it can 
king to preTent it from 
mittee, however, is abso- 
ty of procedure in the 
matter oTfBB^*fPCi5get, I ask Tf tbe mover of the first resolution who has 
touched upon the subject has placed autficient data before this Council 
to help it to make up its mind. If he has, then this Council is in a 
position to pass its judgment. But where is the necessity for a com¬ 
mittee, may T ask? What more data do you want? If there has 
been any irregularity, it is there. If this Council wants to pass its 
verdict on that irregularity it is perfectly within its powers to do so and 
• let it do it. A committee is not necessary. The third ground is— 
insufficiency of information supplied or refusal to supply information. 
This is true and not true. The University of Calcutta is a statutory 
body composed of one hundred Fellows of whom 80 are nominated bv 


the Government. They are at least regarded as men of honesty, 
integrity, probity and character. If there is any insinuation which 
may be construed as a reflection on the character of such a body, that 
body is bound to resent it. I would have resented it if I were a Fellow 
of the Calcutta University, but it is not true. It is not true that Uie 
University is not prepared to supply information. The Hon’ble Minis^ 
ter of Education has already paid three visits, if not moi*e, and 
he has been received most cordially by the Hon*ble the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta Univeraity. The Vice-Chancellor is prepared to give him 
every bit of information and to place before him every scrap 
of paper. Nothing would be kept back from him. The Hon’ble the 
Minister of Education will be given every opportunity and facility to 
go into matters in minute details and he will be able to get whatever 
mfoimation he wants. Oar popular Minister is an eminent lawyer— 
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Hobrieiy of judgment. Ijei the Miniater go and find tat the {ma. 
T^et him be satisfied wh^her the TTniversity—whether the Efenate of m 
Calcutta University—is ebit^ed an y shady , transaotion^ is dointe 
anything nefarious in the oA^whicIliifejU not stand the ful^laie of^ 
the day. The fourth ground i?S^l-admm)iltotion of Trust Ftads in 
the University. This is a grave —a vgldg. serious 

against Jhe Senate of the Calcutta Uin^Mity 
see the name of His Excellency the Govenw|-as the 
University. I see there the name of the LoASishop of 
Metropolitan of India. I see there the name oi%^ Hon’ble Sir] 
Wheeler. 


ion 


TIM PRESIDENTS Tour time is up. 

PfOfeiior 8. C> MUKHERJI : If you w^ld give me anothel 
Sir. I find there the name of tlH»fiaiiyj^^iyiPreBident of the Bel 
Tiegislative Council as a member of that TsPR^I^^dy. TbeSe^te i^ 
ultimately responsible for the administration of i8"TTWida 
been given a time-limit of one minute within which to finmNiurm^fi^ 
my last word is that if there has been any mal-administratK^^^jPI^ 
Committee will not be is ^^nirirfi 

in the law Court. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: In supporting this reso¬ 
lution of Babu llishindra Hath Sarktir, I must frankly confess my feel¬ 
ings which have led me to do so. Being an Allahabad University man, 
I had never concerned myself with the doings of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity, pioudy hoping all along, that all must be right, because its affairs 
were in the very ablest hands. But I received the surprise of my life, 
when I came to know that the University authorities had refused to 
supply informations to our Education Minister when requested to do so. 
They have in so many words insulted our Minister. This is cordial recep¬ 
tion no doubt as Professor Mukharji says. They have challenged our 
auihority, the authority of the Bengal Legislative Council, to be 
acquainted with the financial affairs of the University. A public cor¬ 
poration, created by a statute of our own predecessors, for, afi regards 
the University, the Bengal Government has actually stepped into the 
shoes of the Government of India^ a corporation receiving annually 
financial help from us, and knowing also that by next March it must 
have to come up to us for a sanction of its demands, that such a body 
with inconyiarable petulance can fiout our Minister and deny our auGior- 
ity is inconceivable to me. Had it been an individual and not a corpora¬ 
tion, I would have considered him moonstruck, 4i only to he lodged 
in an asylum. But this is a corporation, and the mildest remedy to 
such perversity that we can apply is an inquiry by a committee. 

Anif^lhe queerest part is that this self-conceit or corporate-conceit, 

wltofAtrAV noTviA vnif Tno.v nlAaoAil 'frt enva fii« ^- 
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mere Tfj^sal. They get up a meeting of that august body called 
Jpe Syudiraie, and pass a bombastic resolu^n—"Emphatically repu- 
mates tbi^nsinuation, etc." Wel^ Sir, _^v^^e was the - insinuation P 
Have t^7 or harve they aottyiftSShtS^ed ^^dealt in other ways with the 
fish-nuAet fund, any dairag Sf was expressly forbidden with- 

previous n[iiir|^minf the^d^nimentP The answer was a simple 
lere w^k^lo insinuation, unless it be that th? K^ilty 
^spiciousy^j^t what does the Syndicate do? It does 
! It "em^^^cally repudiates!" 

Triug the lasUlitudget discussion, Professor S. C. Mukharji was 
championing t^^iuse of the University. He told us a mournful tale 
low the X^i^ersity was starved by us, and to what destitution it was 
>ugh_t..^!le had almost moved us to tears and a grant, if that were 
Also to-day the^-::^pon8ihle professor has waxed eloquent on 
'excellent administr^ of .Jjji^s^^sivcrsity. I do not know whether 
holds a^ special^ the University to shower abuses on the 

When arguments fail have recourse to abuse, is 
commoi^vnage. Is this the way to inspire confidence P Refusal to 
question raises the strongest presumption against a man 
v f ws w Apart from all other 

questionT^*'in9*tt)*'wlmt isrieing done in the post-graduate studies, as to 
what are the motives inspiring these large number of passes, as to 
whether there are all professors and no students in certain subjects of 
study, as to whether the University has transformed itself into a money- 
lending firm—this striking fact of "emphatic repudiation," burking all 
questions and inquiries, cannot fail to convince an unbiased mind, that 
something is rotten in that state of College Square, needing an urgent 
inquiry, led by golden wishes and not merely to pry and peer into its 
reserve. 


Babu KIBHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: There is one aspect of 
the case that 1 would like to bring before the Council. I do not think 
we are comiu^tent to go into the details of what is right and what is 
wrong. In April last we passed a resolution that a Board for secondary 
education should be established as early as possible. That question 
has not been finally settled as yet. If the Board is to he formed and 
the fees of secondary education arq taken out from the University, 
what woqld be the position of the University so far as the finance is 
ooncenied P That is a very important question which- should be consi¬ 
dered before you allow the Board to take out the fees from the University. 
This resolution is a necessary corollary to the resolution which we have 
already passed. Th^re ought to be a committee to inquire into the state 
of the University. It is now under the control of the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment which, I think} has the power to examine its inner working especi¬ 
ally ia view of the fact ibat it has got to render financial help to Uni- 
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Babu KIBHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: There is one aspect of 
the case that 1 would like to bring before the Council. I do not think 
we are comiu^tent to go into the details of what is right and what is 
wrong. In April last we passed a resolution that a Board for secondary 
education should be established as early as possible. That question 
has not been finally settled as yet. If the Board is to he formed and 
the fees of secondary education arq taken out from the University, 
what woqld be the position of the University so far as the finance is 
ooncenied P That is a very important question which- should be consi¬ 
dered before you allow the Board to take out the fees from the University. 
This resolution is a necessary corollary to the resolution which we have 
already passed. Th^re ought to be a committee to inquire into the state 
of the University. It is now under the control of the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment which, I think} has the power to examine its inner working especi¬ 
ally ia view of the fact ibat it has got to render financial help to Uni- 



an inquiry. Of course if they do not reqiiire any financial assisti^oe 
from the Government th^n the matter becomes quite d iff eynt, but 
long as they take financia^^elp ^hey must allow the Govbmment tc, 
inquire into their working. "’'‘Wit. 

Professor S. C. Mukharji thiDifc\ that th4*l^ormation supj^^ to 
Government was sufficient. I do not t^pk flO?N^e Calcutta TJiS^r- 
sity Commission’s report contains recomniM^dations ohk^pert opinii^ 
but we heard yesterday from GovernmentNtt at nothing 

because of the financial difficulty. So I thinl^t is a mattej _ 

cannot be decided upon swne information we sbSlf^bave to inqui^ into 
the financial possibilities. We must out our coat b^rdingly t6y>ur 
cloth. So I have great pleasure in supporting Mr. Sarkh^’s resolutron. 


Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The Legislative 


H. is 


body which legislates upon provi ncial n iat ter^nd I think that so Im 
the University Act which was passed Government is nbl 

repealed or amended this liOgislative body has gS' 

I submit that the Calcutta Uni^^ersity has been doing its w%>^>lendidl^ 
The Yice-Chancellor has been devoting his energy and time for^ 
towards the impmvpmfln L.-:;* tho 

tion at the hands of the new Reiormi^^mnoiir’sPMiHWisa far 

• 

better treatment at our hands. The University does not get a very 
liberal grant from the Government of India or from the Provincial 
Government; and for its inner working in order to make two ends meet 
it has to struggle hard. It was said yesterday that some amounts 
been spent long before it was sanctioned but that is a thing which is 
done by everybody to save himself from a temporary financial diffi¬ 
culty. That is the explanation which I think the Council ought to take 
into consideration. It must be remembered that in England, Oxford 
and Cambridge Universities in addition to endownments are helped by 
Government liberally, but here in Calcutta the position is not the 
same. The endowments which the University possesses were due sole¬ 
ly to the efforts of the Yice-Chancellor who persuaded Sir Taraknath 
Palit and Sir Bash Behary Ghose to place lakhs of rupees at the hands 
of the University. I submit that these funds are spent not for personal 
gain of the Yice-Chancellor but to meet the expenses of the University. 
As regards the supply of the information, I submit that Professor 
Mukharji has given you chapter and verse that the University has not 
withheld information that was asked for. [Mb. Husbtn Shahkbd 
Suhbawa^t; “Question!”] The working of the University is con-i 
trolled by.the Fellows composed of the elite of cult^. Tliey are men 
of high education and we cannot presume that thi»y 'do not look after 
the affairs of the University but sleep soundly. I submit that in point 
of learning they are superior to the members of this Conncil afid 
therefd^ my submission is diat this Council can jfiace its reliance 
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e^ted'and'CLominated by Goyemment for their character and integrity. 
mheBB and tihtil that body of iben want to take action in the matter 1 
o^ot tliink the Council can do it, especially .«o long as t^ University 
Let is in force. 

UKHERJEE: Enough has been said both 
sent working of the University. I will only point 

_has not: ^en raised. We have heard the mover of 

, who re^'^n a speech which was nothing but the sum- 
;‘^ppearing in the newspapers for the last three 
DonjBs. X also npsrd what Babu Surendra Nath MuUick had said. 
3e Vas please^^ say that if the proposed Committee found that the 
ifPaira of UM^^versity were being conducted fairly, he would be only 
fto gla*\^request, nay beseech, the Hon'ble Minister for Education to 
)ay ^dm more money. I hope the University authorities will be grate- 
*itl tb hiTn for this, but the " 7 +ibK*Wbuld then arise whether the Govem- 
nen^^™ enoug^give to the University. Kumar Shib 
y^Knareswu^Bay has taken Professor Hukherji to task, alleging thift 
used strong languages whu^h were abuses, and in return 
^^'^kmar used expressions which .were stronger than those of Mr. 


Enough has been said but onh poiht has been left out. The Univer¬ 
sity has been working long before we were bom, and up till now this 
question of mal-administration has not been raised, and what is the 
reason of this sudden revelation? The reason why the University 
authorities are being taken to task now, is that the Hon’ble the Vice- 
Chancellor in his various capacities has of late disappointed certain 
gentlemen, and worked against the personal interests of particular 
individuals and a class of individuals. This is an open secret now. My 
statement will be supported by the various correspondence published 
in the newspapers. The recent party faction in the University and 
the Paper-Book question of the High Court are responsible for all these 
imaginary troubles. If any one looks at the Visitors’ Gallery, he will 
be convinced that it is nothing hut a Bar library of the High Court. 


Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Is the member entitled to refer to the Visitors’ 
Gallery? 


Th6 PRESIDENT: He would not be in order in doing that. I did 
not hear him very distinctly. I thought he only referred to the Bar 
Library. Please^^ on, Mr. Mukherjee. 

Babu NITYA DHONE MUKHERdEE: This thing has been made 
a party affair. Those who are concerned in this affair are pisrsoiially 
intArAsiAd. Thev have been disappointed in somethino* nr oibar -on/l 
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I do not t>^iTiTr that this Council should allow itself to be made a 
to this. I do not understand why this Council should help one 
and not the other. I submit that this- Council should be above an 
party faction. 




Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 rise to si 
my friend, Babu Bishindra Nath Sarkar. ^^m 
last speaker thought it proper to refer to alk|raointments' 
tions of the public as being the only reason^kjKh in his opiniq^gi^ 
have induced my friend to bring forward thi^4|olution for coRuot- 
ution by this Council. It is absolutely nothing of ®i^ind. So far as 
I am aware, there is a persistent and a genuine demand nl^there should 
be a sifling inquiry into how finances are kept not merel^^Mhe Cal¬ 
cutta University but of many public bodies. That is only a 8^*h of the 
times ajid the reason is that whil e people sinc erely subscribe, those who 
are charged with the administration oO^Ri^^l^e a tendency of being 
insincere and extravagant. I submit that insRl^f q^pof 
qniry, if our hands are clean, we should seek an opportui 
our cards before the public; My friend Mauivi Takuinuddi^ 
has said that the HoR’ble-"*^ Vice-Chan^]^^: ommandB 
which ought to be sufficient for all of us not tode^^RH^n'inquiry. 
Now it is those gentlemen who have opposed the resolution who have 
dragged personalities into this question. Those of us who want an in¬ 
quiry never intended to cast aspersions on anybody. All that we said is 
that there should be an inquiry. My friend forgets that when people sub¬ 
scribe they subscribe because their feelings are overshadowed by the per¬ 
sonalities of great men, but, imfortunately, it is also found that there are 
occasions on which great men whom people have trusted have not shown 
themselves worthy of the trust. I submit that tl^ Calcutta University 
should place its accounts fully and freely before tbe committee and not 
follow the example of many a public body which collects in public but 
keeps its accounts in secret. The Calcutta University must not follow 
that example. 

With these few words, I strongly support the resolution of my friend. 


Babii INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAS It seems a great pity that on a 
modest resolution like this, so much heat, excitement and u^ortunately 
blustering have been introduced. I strongly repudiate the idea suggested 
by my friend Babu Nitya Dhone Mukherjee that this inquiry—this asking 
for a eonmiittee—has been engineered by party factions. I have nothing 
to do with University mutters and I do not know of liny jMirty factions. 
I have nothing to do with University matters and I do not know of any 
party factions. As a matter of fact, I never intended to speak on this 
resolution, but things were said in this Council yesterday and repeated 
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that my friend Professor S. C. Mukher]i—a very modest Professor—^who, I 
think, does not know anything about law or cares anything about law. 
[A Toice: He is a lawyer himself.’^"^May be, but he is now a professor. 
He has thrown the gauntlet doi^*an^ challenged the Council to go to the 
law and to find wluy^^e affairs of this University are like. This 
is curious cha^ 9 ^e to throw into the face of an assembly like this. 

the Professpaiifeiously i^hjnk that the law courts would be a better 
jjfrit ynftl CommitMi^suggested by Mr. SarkarP Then, Sir, I 

«^inot^ngratulate Ma^^^Takuinuddin Ahmed in his self-condemnation 
and^eSpnciation in that this Council is worse than the Syndicate 

or the Senate. a matter of personal opinion. If he thinks he woulld 

rather serve iiw^e Syndicate, it is his lookout. It is not a question 
whether tbs^Couhcil is worse than the Syndicate—it is a question of who 
supplies the finance. This Council, I believe, is the Controller of the 
finance of Bengal, and I hope ! ^^not much mistaken, if I say that in 
the next'budget year,^^^iA;atta University will have to come to this 
Co^t^ilafe^get fundo lor the administration of the University. Is it, 
then, anyjpiffaer, if we simple people, though we may not he so august 
4*; bod'J^A the Senate or the Syndicate, who have the mi^ortune or the 
goodui^u^e to'paythg^JV^j&jJjke to f^all thc-^ine and want to see how 
our nwmeyw goirfgio be''spent—whether it is going to be spent to the 
fullest advantage and to the best interests of the country? Is it any 
crime, is it a matter for going to the law courts? T am surprised io 
hear Dr, A. Suhrawardy that Government have no power to look 
into the internal administration of the University. But as far as I have 
been able to find out, I think the Bengal Government have enough power 
to look into the affairs of a University, which depends on this Council 
for some of its funds. Only the other day, in a meeting of the Senate 
or Syndicate, a sorry.^pectacle was seen, when one gentlemen had the 
courage to speak out his mind, he was taunted by some members that 
he was taking shelter within the four corners of the law; and to-day, I 
see a member of this Council, who is also a member of the Senate and 
S,>ndicate, wishes to take shelter within the four walls of the law. Is 
this fair, is this proper? This Calcutta University is the training 
ground—the nursery—of the best brains of Bengal. Is it not natural 
that the educated people of Bengal should take it to their hearts and he 
zealous of the fair name and reputation of the University. Professor 
Mukherji has said that there has been a lot of criticism in some of the 
iiTesponsihle press. I challenge Professor Mukherji to say if the monthly 
reviews, like the Modem Review or the Prohashi^ are part of the irres¬ 
ponsible press of the country. These reviews command confidence and 
respect of the people not only of Bengal hut of the whole of India—nay 
outside India—for their honest and fearless criticism. It would have 
been better for Professor Mukherji not to have recourse to abuse in 
this Council and say that these critics are irresponsible, but to come out 


that my friend Professor S. C. Mukher]i—a very modest Professor—^who, I 
think, does not know anything about law or cares anything about law. 
[A Toice: He is a lawyer himself.’^"^May be, but he is now a professor. 
He has thrown the gauntlet doi^*an^ challenged the Council to go to the 
law and to find wluy^^e affairs of this University are like. This 
is curious cha^ 9 ^e to throw into the face of an assembly like this. 

the Professpaiifeiously i^hjnk that the law courts would be a better 
jjfrit ynftl CommitMi^suggested by Mr. SarkarP Then, Sir, I 

«^inot^ngratulate Ma^^^Takuinuddin Ahmed in his self-condemnation 
and^eSpnciation in that this Council is worse than the Syndicate 

or the Senate. a matter of personal opinion. If he thinks he woulld 

rather serve iiw^e Syndicate, it is his lookout. It is not a question 
whether tbs^Couhcil is worse than the Syndicate—it is a question of who 
supplies the finance. This Council, I believe, is the Controller of the 
finance of Bengal, and I hope ! ^^not much mistaken, if I say that in 
the next'budget year,^^^iA;atta University will have to come to this 
Co^t^ilafe^get fundo lor the administration of the University. Is it, 
then, anyjpiffaer, if we simple people, though we may not he so august 
4*; bod'J^A the Senate or the Syndicate, who have the mi^ortune or the 
goodui^u^e to'paythg^JV^j&jJjke to f^all thc-^ine and want to see how 
our nwmeyw goirfgio be''spent—whether it is going to be spent to the 
fullest advantage and to the best interests of the country? Is it any 
crime, is it a matter for going to the law courts? T am surprised io 
hear Dr, A. Suhrawardy that Government have no power to look 
into the internal administration of the University. But as far as I have 
been able to find out, I think the Bengal Government have enough power 
to look into the affairs of a University, which depends on this Council 
for some of its funds. Only the other day, in a meeting of the Senate 
or Syndicate, a sorry.^pectacle was seen, when one gentlemen had the 
courage to speak out his mind, he was taunted by some members that 
he was taking shelter within the four corners of the law; and to-day, I 
see a member of this Council, who is also a member of the Senate and 
S,>ndicate, wishes to take shelter within the four walls of the law. Is 
this fair, is this proper? This Calcutta University is the training 
ground—the nursery—of the best brains of Bengal. Is it not natural 
that the educated people of Bengal should take it to their hearts and he 
zealous of the fair name and reputation of the University. Professor 
Mukherji has said that there has been a lot of criticism in some of the 
iiTesponsihle press. I challenge Professor Mukherji to say if the monthly 
reviews, like the Modem Review or the Prohashi^ are part of the irres¬ 
ponsible press of the country. These reviews command confidence and 
respect of the people not only of Bengal hut of the whole of India—nay 
outside India—for their honest and fearless criticism. It would have 
been better for Professor Mukherji not to have recourse to abuse in 
this Council and say that these critics are irresponsible, but to come out 


and figures. Professor Mukkeiji has said that 40 yolaminous pages of 
information were given to us. Sir, even for these 40 pages of informa¬ 
tion, we had to go to the Universit^through this Council. The University 
did not supply this information of its own accord, even when persistent 
criticism was going on all over the countr]^^! cannot understand why 
this learned body should be afraid of public cnclhi^. In these o^s of 
responsible Government, public criticism is the ol||^^terion of 
management of any body. Professor BUerji hasnai4^that Hi 
Excellency the Governor is the Chancellor ofH^University and t^t yc 
Sir, are a Member of the Syndicate. 

Professor $■ C- MUKHERJI: The President is a'^g^euibeT of the 
Senate and not of the Syndicate. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTT AS He ha s said that wnen tuese aug¬ 
ust personages are members of this auguB'MKij^i^pw dare we criticise the 
finances of this body P Sir, 1 believe His Excel^By is the Htadas^hiB 
Government and of the province. 1 believe there are au^ln^ersonages 
in the Executive Council and in the Cabinet, and yet duringtn^fcudget 
time, I do not think Professor Mukherji v^aL^ss v igorous in h i^^PBisms 
of the financial policy of Government thaiTanyoMB^'^^s it any 
reflection to criticise and give vent to the views of the people? Here we 
are not casting any reflection on anybody. We say we are going to pay 
money and we want to see bow it is going to be spent. Much has been said 
yesterday about the Science College. I know that the present tendency 
of the country is for technical and technological education. There is the 
Science College, founded by the gifts of two gentlemen whose names are 
an honour and glory to Bengal. What has this institution been able to 
do? It is not that there are no professors. There are professors—the 
very ablest that could be got. It is not that there are not sufficient 
students. There are students who are anxious to take up the industrial 
development of the country. How is it that no result has as yet been 
achieved? I find that there are two clauses, which 1 wish to mention 
here, in the Sir Taraknath Palit trust deed. One is— 

In ihe erent of the said entire income being Fonnd insufficient for the purpose, 
the said UniToraity should mahe such a recurring grant or contribution as will 
supplement such deficiency. 

The other is— 

That in connection with the said two diairs, the said Unirerrity ■hail from its 
own funds provide suitable lecture room, libraries, museums, laboratories, workshop 
and other facilities for teaching and research. 

Sir, I ask Professor Mukherji—has the University fully given 
effect to these clauses of the trust deed ? I believe it is a fact that in 
the Science College for want of a suitable workshop, no real practical 
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development of the country. How is it that no result has as yet been 
achieved? I find that there are two clauses, which 1 wish to mention 
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In ihe erent of the said entire income being Fonnd insufficient for the purpose, 
the said UniToraity should mahe such a recurring grant or contribution as will 
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money, model factories cannot be started in that College; and yet, 
these ara the crying needs of to-day. What does it matter to us if we 
are told that so many lakhs are spent on post-graduate teaching? Of 
course, post-graduate teaching is a good thing, but my contention is 
this, t)^t the need of Bengal, at the present moment, is not so much for 
pb^^raduate arts t^^hing as for technical and technological education. 
, If^he TTnivftraij^ g^ hieH forward with schemes for technical and techno¬ 
logical I ijiiinfirin. this Coui^cil, 1 believe, will not be miserly but will 
rea^y to pay as mu^'^as it can. That is the reason why I want a 
committee. There ji^’no harm in that. The committee will be the 
best jury in the world and will be better than the law court to which 
Professor Mu^erji has referred us. The TJniveraity ought to welcome 
this 8ugge,s^n. 

Then, Sir, much has beelT said about the importance of the report 
of the Sadler Commission. No^dy wants to minimise the value of 
their opinion. The dbinmittee’s recommendations will be given 

Vice-Chancellor is anxious to give effect to them; so 
is everyh|4^ There is no question about that. But we want to know 
sOftaethihg about simple matters. We want to know whether the funds 
of thV'Vniv©r 8 ity^ 45 ^.;z»jt*l’«»i 4 to the best advantage. This is a very 
simple inquiry. Professor Mukberji need not have gi'own so eloquent 
over tbe Sadler Commission. It is no use trying to confuse little matters 
with big bombastic talk. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution of Babu Rish- 
indra Nath Sarkar. 


Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I regret very much the 
tone which the present debate has assumed. It is not worthy of the 
House,^ nor worthy of the subject. A more sober tone! and a calm consi¬ 
deration are expected from the legislators of Bengal. 

No human institutions are perfect, no human measures are alto¬ 
gether beyond reproach. The Calcutta University certainly belongs to 
the category of a human institution, and as such it was, it is, and it 
will ever he subject to limitations and defects. I do not for a moment 
say that, the criticisms, some of which very pungent no doubt, that 
have been levelled against it, are altogether unmerited. It was 
because that the Reforms were loudly called for, defects had to be 
removed and improvements to be effected that Lord Chelmsford, in his 
wisdom, constituted the University Commission at enormous public 
expense. Savants and university administrators from far and nei^ were 
on tbe Commission. They, after infinite toil and trouble scouring the 
whole continent of India examining a large number of witnesses, seeing 
educational institutions of the country for themselves, brought out a 
voluminous report embodying recommendations for’ remodelling the 
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We are confronte'd with a huge deficit in our budget. For want of 
funds, our popular Minister for Education has not yet dared recast the 
University Act. He i’s not prepared to face the music. The cries for 
vocational educ5ation, free and compulsory primary education, technical 
education and so forth, are insistent and persistent. What can he do? 
Wo 'have to turn to the very clever, genial a^ obliging Finance l^m- 
bci‘ for the redress of our numerous grievances. Biij^e too is a m£ 
and no magician, who can turn stones into gold coins. Jjet wait ai^ 
see how he deals with his colleagues in givinfta^em the sinews of wa 
then and then only, shall we be in a position to^yge of the valour, tact 
and strategy of our Captains of Education, Industries, Health and so 
forth. liet us wait and watch. Formation of committees is no remedy. 
It may bring solace to the souls of impatient idealists. I^et us be practi¬ 
cal men. Instead of promoting strife—instead of showing unnecessary 
fight engendering bad blood—let us bide our time. If you ^ant to see 
our University constituted on more TfBnAtratio lines, let us seize the 
occasion, when the Act comes up for remoS^Iftig and 
The time for that, to my mind is not yet. Then comes thaJegal ques¬ 
tion. A committee ap^wiuted by this House, may maintain omy a tug- 
of-war with the University and the resu lt w ill he a “ draw.” Public 
criticisms will no doubt have their sobering effect upon the University. 
To my mind, tlie Post-graduate department is the crown and glory of 
the University. It is the only feature which makes the University, a Uni¬ 
versity—a real institution for the advancement of learning. But I 
must conclude by saying that the graduate and undergraduate teaching 
is not up to the mark, as noticed by the University Commission. 

With these words, 1 beg to oppose the resolution of Babu Rishindra 
Nath Sarkar. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): Before I enter into the various questions 
debated to-day, I desire to make one oi‘ two observations of a preliminary 
nature. The first observation that T desire to make is this. I found 
that some of the speakers referred to the conduct of His Excellency the 
Governor. Perhaps they did so in ignorance of the spirit of the rales of 
this House. Rule 14, clause (»v), lays down that a member while speak¬ 
ing must not reflect upon the conduct of His Majesty the King or the 
Governor-General or any Governor or any court of justice. However, 
I hope and trust that in future, members of this House will remember 
the spirit of this rule. Another observation of a preliminary nature 

Tho PRESIDENT. Would you let me know what reflections you 
refer to? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: One reflection was that His Excel¬ 
lency was the Chancellor of the University and, as Chancellor, by 
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The PRESIDENT: I thought you were referring to a point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: No, it was not a point of order. 
If it were a point of order, I would have drawn your attention to it at 
the time. My iioint is that these references should be avoided as far as 
possible, for they tend to bring questions of conduct into discussion. 

In this coneectiou I desire to mention that although in yesterday’s 
^'debate a high tone was maintained and no specific reference to person¬ 
alities made but unfo^unately in to-day’s debate, on both sides, there 
were specific references to personalities. This House should lamember 
its own dignity and this House ought to remember that reference to \)bv- 
sonalities should wherever possible be avoided. There was some refer¬ 
ence made to me about a certain matter with which I do not propose to 
deal, as I think that it is best to avoid personalities and personal explana¬ 
tions as much as possible. Al^g with tlfese preliminary remarks I 
desire to make anothe^^pbsel'Vation. I say, let there be more of light 
and fRPfPflf heat when you discuss important questions like these. The 
members^j^this House—^those who spoke as critics of the Calcutta 
University and those who spoke as supporters of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity—should remember that object of this House and the object of tlie 

Calcutta University is the same, at any rate ought to be the same. I have 
not the slightest doubt that the better mind of this House and the 
better mind of that great body, the Calcutta University, are united in 
the common purpose of improving higher education in this country. 
Should this House or should that great body start a futile quarrel ? I jet 
l)oth these bodies remember that if there be a conflict between this House 
and that great body, the result will be disastrous to the educational 
interests of the countiy. Those responsible for this conflict will be doing 
a bad turn indeed to the Calcutta University as well as to the youth of the 
country. 

With these observations I would say a few n^ore words with regard 
to this resolution, and, in doing so, I desire to bring foiward to the 
notice of this House some important considerations, and those considera¬ 
tions, I trust, will convince this House that it will not be right to accept 
this resolution—at any rate not at this stage. Tlie mover and his 
supporters have criticised the present administration of the University 
in general as well as on financial grounds, and perhaps their criticisms 
have on certain points been somewhat severe. I do not propose at this 
stage to deal with the criticisms. Indeed I feel it somewhat difficult 
to deal with detailed criticisms because I have not yet had an opportunity 
of hearing the other side of the story from the constituted authorities of 
the Calcutta University. I do not therefore propose to answer these 
criticisms as to details. But I feel that it will not be right for Gov¬ 
ernment to accept a resolution like his without at any rate giving the 
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the pleasure of hearing the views of some of xny friends who spoke' 
against the resolution and I also had the pleasure yesterday of hearing 
the member for the Calcutta University, Bai Bahadur Jogendra Ghunder 
Ohose, but I think that in a matter like this we ought to have the con* 
sidered views of the constituted body itself. The members of this 
House should remember that the Calcutta University is a responsible 
statutory body with great traditions and with a proud record of great 
and good work behind it. It is never right to condemn anyone unheard. 
It will be a grievous wrong, indeed, if we we:^ to condemn a body 
like the Calcutta University without giving that body even an opportu¬ 
nity to explain what it may perhaps very legitimately and properly ex¬ 
plain. I have used the word ” condemn ” because it strikes me that 
the appointment of a committee may be taken by some to represent a cen¬ 
sorious attitude. It may be said, ^‘Why did not Government take steps 
to get the views of the Calcutta Univ^^s^ with regard to these resolu¬ 
tions?'' I think it right to oflFer a word of applanation with regard to 
this point. So far as the short notice allowed, my departdSRt com¬ 
municated the resolutions to a responsible authority Calcutta 

University, hut I was told that that University, before expressing its 
views finally on important questions like these, wanted to consult its 
Senate or Syndicate as the case may be. They had no opportunity yet, 
1 understand, to do this. Further it must he remembered that we could 
at this stage only communicate the resolutions and, obviously, there 
was no opportunity to communicate the detailed criticisms which were 
brought before this House during this debate. I propose to send a copy 
of to-day's and yesterday's discussions to the Calcutta University. As 
soon as the Legislative Department can place me in possession of these 
proceedings, I will take an early opportunity to request the Calcutta 
University to place their views before Government with regard to the 
criticisms and the resolutions. I would, therefore, urge upon this House, 
apart from other reasons, for this reason alone that we ought not to pass 
these resolutions in a hurry. There is another important consideration 
which I will earnestly place before this House. The Council should 
remember that success of higher education in this province would depend 
largely upon co-operation, frank, honest, and hearty co-operation between 
this Council and the Calcutta University. A conflict between this House 
and the Calcutta University will mean a great blow to the cause of higher 
education in this province. Any hasty action on the part of this House 
may bring it into conflict with that body and to-day's speeches fill me 
with the apprehension that unless we are generous, such a conflict will 
surely take place. In a matter like this, I again repeat that it would 
be best both for this House and the Calcutta University to be actuated 
by one motive and one motive alone, namely, public good. I trust 
the future will prove that both these bodies, this House and the 
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is dangerous to prophesy and I will not prophesy, but I hope that the 
future will prove that both these responsible bodies are worthy of the 
great responsibilities imposed upon them. Therefore I appeal to this 
House and to the Calcutta University to rise superior to petty personal 
Mimosities and to be actuated solely by the dictates of public good. 
Let not the unfortunate and long suffering student community suffer 
more by an impasse brought about by personal prejudice and personal 
differences and, may I add, perchance by honest differences of opinion 
on both sides. I would now make a special appeal to this House. Let 
not this House forget its dignity and responsibility, but let it give a lead 
to others about their sense of dignity and responsibility. This House 
is charged with the power of the purse. This House is also charged 
with the power of legislation. To my mind on these powers to a veiy 
great extent the usefulness, {lie dignity and the constitution of the Cal¬ 
cutta University depend. The l^*ger the power, the higher ought to be 
the sense of responsibility. If a conflict unfortunately arises in the 
futuiffS?! hope that this conflict will never arise—hope and trust that 
this Couneif being charged with higher responsibilities will show greater 
forbearance, greater toleration, greater moderation and more of self- 
restraint. After I have made this special appeal to this House, I think 
that I shall be justifled in making a ^special appeal to the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity as well. I would again remind the Calcutta University of its 
great and good work and its honourable traditions. I would ask that 
body to bear in mind those traditions in dealing with questions like 
these. I remind that body that eoi'porate bodies who have to deal with 
public affairs in any shape or form or, for the matter of that, even indivi¬ 
duals who have to deal with such affairs should never be impatient of 
criticism even where the motives and object of their critics may not be 
according to their own opinions above question. Although .1 must 
frankly state that most of the critics in this House at any rate yesterday 
refrained from personal criticisms yet, even if there were personal criti¬ 
cisms, great bodies like this House or the great Calcutta University 
ought not to be swayed by such criticisms. 1 would venture to remind 
the Calcutta University that corporate bodies who have to deal with 
public funds must always be prepared to place their accounts and finan¬ 
cial dealings before the public irrespective of narrow interpretations of 
law. Some criticism has been made by the critics of the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity both inside this House and outside that certain financial trans¬ 
actions of the Calcutta University, require explanation. As I have 
yet had no opportunity of hearing both sides of the question, I do not 
propose to pass any opinion on the subject to-day. I trust however that 
tlm Calcutta University will appreciate that, as a public body dealing 
with public funds existing as it does for the good of the public, it is its 
clear duty to silence its critics by full disclosures of its accounts and 
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an early opportunity to publish its accounts and financial dealings. 1 
liave every confidence that, when such publications are placed before 
the public, it will enable the University to effectually silence its unchari¬ 
table critics. One word more and I have done. 1 would appeal to the 
movers of these resolutions to withdraw their resolutions for the present 
with a view to enable the Government to get necessary facts from tlie 
Calcutta University. After all, the matter will always lie with them. 
It will be against the good of the public, it will be against the interests 
of the student community to fight these resolutions to a finish. I would 
therefore earnestly appeal to the movers of these resolutions to with¬ 
draw them, but if they do not listen to my advice, I must oppose them 
because it is against public interest that these resolutions should be 
passed. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: 1 beg to move that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 would like h^^ow whether the movers of the 
resolutions aie inclined to withdraw them. 

Bflbii RtSHINDRA NATH SARKAR: I am not going to withdraw. 

Babu Itishindra Nath Sarkar’s motion being put to the vote, a division 
was taken with the following result:— 


AYE8. 


Addy, Btbu Amulys Dhone. 

AhiiMd, Maulvi Entsduddin. 

Ahimd, Mr. M. 

AhfiMd, Msslvi Raft Uddin. 

Ahmsd, Munthi Jafar. 

Ali, Maulvi A. H. M. Waiir. 

AH, Munihi Amir. 

Ali, Muiiifii Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja MahamMt. 
Barma, Rai tahib Panahanan. 

Batu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Charmaiiar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan> 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanat'i. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haltiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. ' 
Dat, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Dutta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 

Faroqui, K. C. M. 

Chatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani. 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Faihui. 

Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekrsfflul. 

Huaasin. Maulvi Mahammad Madaaaur. 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi Failai. 

I Khan, Babu Oavandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid>ud-din. 

I Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Ershad Ati. 

, Law, Raja Raahaa Caaa. 

I Makramali, Munahi. 
j Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 

I Moitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu aarat Chandra. 
Mulliak, Babu Nirada Bahary. 

Mulllak, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlawan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Oab. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray. Babu Surandra Nath, 
i Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray, Babu dagandra Kriahna. 

Ray, Babu d^ndra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kthauniah 
Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu dagaah Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Riahindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Suhravrardy, Mr. Huaayn Shahaad. 
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BOM, Hr. t. ■. 

CathMrt, Mr. M. 

Choudhuri, Roi Horondronotli. 

Choudhuri, tho Hen’blo tho Noorab taiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bi^adur. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Donald. Mr. 4 . 

Dot*, Rai Bahadur l*yarf Lai. 

Fronoh, Mr. F. C. 

OhoM, Mr. D. e. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. A. 

Karr, tho Hon'blo Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raftquo Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Rasaur Rahman. 

Lans, Mr. «l. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Hon'blo. 

Marr, Mn A. 

MoKonila, Mr. D. F. 


Mittor. tho Hon'blo Mr. F. 0. 

MukhorjM, Babu Nitya Dhono. 
Mukharji, FrofOMor •. C. 

Nakoy, MIria Muhammad All. 

O'Kinoaly Ltv^ol. Frodoriek. 

O'Malioy, Mr. L. B. d. 

Fal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Fayno, Mr. C. F. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojondra Kithor. 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Hr. 4 . c. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Whoolor, tho Hon'blo Sir Honry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 55 and the Noes 41, the motion was carried 


Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED ^UHRAWARDY: 1 beg leave to with- 
draw my resolution. 

TheTEoUowing resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with¬ 
drawn :— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee be 
appointed to inquire into the financial administration of the Calcutta 
University, particularly of the Post-graduate Department.’^ 

The following resolution was also deemed to be withdrawn:—• 


Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHANs ** This Council recommends to the 
Government that a non-official committee of experts be formed to inquire 
into tho whole of the finances of the Calcutta University and suggest 
means for the settlement thereof, after receiving evidence, oral or 
written, from such public men and associations as are willing jto help the 
committee.” 


Local Boards. 

BabuTANKANATH CHAUDHURI; “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that local boards be formed in areas smaller than a 
subdivision.” 

In every subdivision of Bengal there are local boards which are entrust¬ 
ed with the administration of certain local affairs within their area, but 
the local bosu'ds as they are constituted at present cannot properly dis¬ 
charge their duties, their jurisdiction extending over a large area. If 
smaller boards could be formed the needs of the people would be better 
cared for. In section 6 of the Bengal liocal Self-Government Act it is 
laid down that the Lieutenant-Governor may by notification establish 
a local hoard in any subdivision or in any one, two or more subdivisions 
combined; but the Village Self-Government Act of 1919 amends this 
section in this way:— 
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Now, Sir, in places where the Village Self-Government Act has been 
extended the Government have the power of declaring smaller areas than 
that of a subdivision to form a local board, but under the Bengal Self- 
Government Act, the Government have no such power. It is a fact 
that where union boards have been established the local needs are better 
looked after than where there are none, so it will be to the interest of the 
people that local boards should be established in areas where no union 
boards have been formed. 

There is one other point which I wish to mention in this connection. 
There are many districts in Bengal where it is difficult to get really good 
men to carry on the work en^sted to union boards, and in those districts 
if local boards are established for smaller areas than a subdivision ihe 
work could be better managed. The local boards can make the union 
boards join hands in carrying out various works of usefulness, as, for 
example, sanitation. It may be little too premature on my part to bring 
forward this resolution, especially as I understand, the Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment Act is going to be revised soon. 

With these remarks, I beg to commend my resolution to the accept¬ 
ance of the Council. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, “ that 
in motion No. 6 after the word ‘ subdivision,* the following be added, 
namely:— 

* and not greater than one or two chaukidari circle areas.* ’* 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROYS I am sorry that I am obliged to 
oppose this resolution of Babu Tankanatb Cbaudhuri, inasmuch as 1 think 
that there is no necessity for establishing local boards in areas smaller 
than a subdivision where union boards have already been constituted 
or are likely to be constituted in the near future, as the union boards are 
expected to discharge most of the duties previously entrusted to local 
boards and many more. Hence the local boards will have but very little 
to do even to justify their existence. Of course the local boards may 
be so formed in other cases; but I believe there will be no such occasion 
for this, as union boards are likely to be established soon throughout the 
province. Moreover, the Government having already modified section 
6 of the Local Self-Government Act by inserting the words “ or part 
of a subdivision ** after the words ** any subdivision ** (vide tchedvle 
I attached to the Village Self-Government Act, 1919), there is no need 
of the proposed resolution, or the amendment. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: 1 am sorry that I have to oppose 
this'motion which has been moved by Babu Tankanatb Ghaudhuri. He 
himself is a chairman of a district board, and I do not know how it has 
been possible for him to come forward with this resolution. Before for- 





Now, Sir, in places where the Village Self-Government Act has been 
extended the Government have the power of declaring smaller areas than 
that of a subdivision to form a local board, but under the Bengal Self- 
Government Act, the Government have no such power. It is a fact 
that where union boards have been established the local needs are better 
looked after than where there are none, so it will be to the interest of the 
people that local boards should be established in areas where no union 
boards have been formed. 

There is one other point which I wish to mention in this connection. 
There are many districts in Bengal where it is difficult to get really good 
men to carry on the work en^sted to union boards, and in those districts 
if local boards are established for smaller areas than a subdivision ihe 
work could be better managed. The local boards can make the union 
boards join hands in carrying out various works of usefulness, as, for 
example, sanitation. It may be little too premature on my part to bring 
forward this resolution, especially as I understand, the Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment Act is going to be revised soon. 

With these remarks, I beg to commend my resolution to the accept¬ 
ance of the Council. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, “ that 
in motion No. 6 after the word ‘ subdivision,* the following be added, 
namely:— 

* and not greater than one or two chaukidari circle areas.* ’* 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROYS I am sorry that I am obliged to 
oppose this resolution of Babu Tankanatb Cbaudhuri, inasmuch as 1 think 
that there is no necessity for establishing local boards in areas smaller 
than a subdivision where union boards have already been constituted 
or are likely to be constituted in the near future, as the union boards are 
expected to discharge most of the duties previously entrusted to local 
boards and many more. Hence the local boards will have but very little 
to do even to justify their existence. Of course the local boards may 
be so formed in other cases; but I believe there will be no such occasion 
for this, as union boards are likely to be established soon throughout the 
province. Moreover, the Government having already modified section 
6 of the Local Self-Government Act by inserting the words “ or part 
of a subdivision ** after the words ** any subdivision ** (vide tchedvle 
I attached to the Village Self-Government Act, 1919), there is no need 
of the proposed resolution, or the amendment. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: 1 am sorry that I have to oppose 
this'motion which has been moved by Babu Tankanatb Ghaudhuri. He 
himself is a chairman of a district board, and I do not know how it has 
been possible for him to come forward with this resolution. Before for- 





called upon to pay to existing local boards. In addition to those, in 
every district, union boards have been established and it is an accepted 
principle that a certain portion of the revenues of district boards should 
be made over to them, and they have, notwithstanding that, been called 
upon to hand over a certain portion of the income to these union boards. 
If we increase the number of local boards, many of my friends, who are 
members of the district boards, know full well that it will limit the 
income of the district boards. It has been the policy of Government and 
a very right policy, to establish union boards all over the province of 
Bengal. These boards look to the interests of the local areas, and they are 
in a position to see what reforms are necessary, and what work has to be 
carried out. Under the circumstances, whon union lioards already exist, 
and will be established there is no necessity for local boards. The time 
will come when we may be aHe to do away with local boards altogether. 

With these few words, I oppose the motion. 

Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROYS I have pleasure in according my 
support to the resolution moved by my friend. At present each subdi¬ 
vision has a local hoard which supplements the work of the district hoard. 
The area of a subdivision is often too big to be properly looked after by a 
local board. Government officers have the resources of the State at theii' 
back and can properly perform the duties that demand inspection. Bnt 
the local board with the slender resources at its disposal cannot properly 
discharge the duties entrusted to it. The work of inspection specially is 
neglected and it is often complained that parts of the subdivision which 
are near the headquarters receive more attention than the rest. This 
grievance can only be removed if a local board is created for a smaller 
area. In that case the grants from the district board would be more equi¬ 
tably distributed and more profitably loo. In these days of decentra¬ 
lisation, when people are being encouraged to look after their own affairs 
and unions are becoming centres for administrative work, it is only proper 
that areas smaller than a subdivision should have local boards of 
their own comprising of a group of unions. The adoption of this reso¬ 
lution, moreover, will be a great help to the administration. Commerce 
and industries will prosper as better roads will be constructed and better 
arrangements for ferries made. Medical aid will be easily available and 
educational needs better attended to. It will moreover give the people 
the opportunity to learn how to manage their own affairs and develop in 
them a sense of civic responsibility. 

Under Gie circumstance, I hope the Council will recommend to the 
Government that local boards be formed in areas smaller than a subdivi¬ 
sion. 

Bibu 8URENDRA NARAYAN BtNHAS I cannot support the reso¬ 
lution moved by Babn Tankanath Chaudhnri, because I do not find any 
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union boards gradually established throughout the proyinoe under the 
circle system, we must wait to see how the work of union boards 
goes on. The moyer of the resolution says, in some districts 
there are no such persons who will be able to manage union boards 
so I wonder how it will be possible in such districts to haye well>managed 
local boards. Another thing I would like to point out is, that the estab¬ 
lishment of separate local boards will certainly increase the recurring 
expenditure, because every board will have to pay for a sub-overseer 
and office contingencies. The funds of the local boards, as is well known, 
are very limited, and there is always clamour for more funds by their 
Chairmen and of the district boards. Therefore, I say that it is not wise to 
have local boards in areas smaller than a subdivision. 

With these words, I oppose the motion. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I rise to oppose 
both the motion and the amendment. In the first place, I think it is 
known, and known very widely indeed, that the local boards that exist 
in the country have not been able to justify their existence as yet. Of 
course, with all due deference to the local boards, it should be said that 
perhaps scope was not given to them to show their competence and use¬ 
fulness. Now that we have had union boards established throughout 
the length and breadth of the country, the time has come when these 
local boards should be given further powers to enable them to justify 
their existence; secondly, to form a greater number of local boards than 
do exist in the country at this stage, is not very wise; besides, so far as 
I know, there is no bar existing under the present law against the forma¬ 
tion of local boards in areas smaller than a subdivision, if the Govern¬ 
ment are convinced of the necessity of forming one in that locality. I 
can quote an example of my own district- In Birbhum, at Bolpur, which 
is not a subdivision, but only a ckaukif it has already been proposed by 
the district board, and the proposal has been supported by the District 
Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner, that a local board be formed, 
and, as far as I know, the Government will approve of its formation. 
Next, as to the question of having a local board for one or two unions, 
I would say that the idea is absurd. If you have a local board to control 
the work of one or two unions, what are these union boards meant for ? 
The work suggested to be done by the local hoards, in. larger areas, is 
being done by the union boards tbemselves. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 rise to oppose 
the motion as well as the amendment moved by Shah Syed Emdadnl Haq. 
In order to find out whether it is desirable to establish local boards in 
smaller areas than a subdivision, we have to consider what the functions 
of a local hoard are. The local board’s activities are confined .to the 
maintenance of roads that are transferred to it by the district board, and 
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do exist in the country at this stage, is not very wise; besides, so far as 
I know, there is no bar existing under the present law against the forma¬ 
tion of local boards in areas smaller than a subdivision, if the Govern¬ 
ment are convinced of the necessity of forming one in that locality. I 
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is not a subdivision, but only a ckaukif it has already been proposed by 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 rise to oppose 
the motion as well as the amendment moved by Shah Syed Emdadnl Haq. 
In order to find out whether it is desirable to establish local boards in 
smaller areas than a subdivision, we have to consider what the functions 
of a local hoard are. The local board’s activities are confined .to the 
maintenance of roads that are transferred to it by the district board, and 


by tbe union boards. The local board, under tbe Village Self-Govern¬ 
ment Act, will be the supervising body; it will have to supervise and act 
as arbitrator, in the case of works of improvement, if there is a dispute 
between the union board and the persons asked to effect an improvement; 
so the local board as constituted will be quite competent to deal with 
this work. Moreover, we are all aware that we find it very difficult to 
find competent members for local boards in a subdivision. Now that the 
number of local boards have been increased, it is more difficult to find 
suitable members competent to work for the union boards. If these 
areas are gradually curtailed, difficulties will increase, and it is doubt¬ 
ful whether any real work will be done by the local boards if confined to 
a smaller area. On the contrary, it will entail expenditure on establish¬ 
ment, and if we have local boards in smaller areas, all the money will go 
to the maintenance of establishment, and there will be very little left for 
real work. Where we have union boards, there they will find work for 
themselves. There are certain works of improvement that are recom¬ 
mended by the district boards to be done by the union boards, and for 
this work the district boards will have to find funds, and the Chairman 
of the district board will have to decide which work will be done by the 
union board and which by the local board. 

With these words, I oppose the motion and amendment. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV¬ 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): I am sorry to my 
that on behalf of Government, I must oppose both the resolution and the 
amendment. But, at the same time, I beg leave to obseiwe that I am in 
sympathy with the scope and object of both these proposilions. The under¬ 
lying idea seems to he that we should curtail the area within which a 
local hoard is to he established in order to create the maximum of local 
interest. I think that is a sound principle: that is the underlying funda¬ 
mental principle of local self-government; we must awaken local interest 
in order to stimulate local patriotism. I accept that principle, and if we 
follow it to its legitimate issue, the obvious conclusion is that we should 
have union hoards in preference to local hoards. To my mind—I speak 
on my own behalf and not on behalf of the Government because it is a 
matter which has not been considered by tbe Government as a whole— 
it seems that these local boards are a useless apx)endage to tbe system 
of local self-goverament; they are the‘fifth wheel to tbe coach, and if 
on behalf of tbe Gt)vemment it is permitted to me to be associated with 
the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act, it would he my duty 
to submit for the consideration of the Government and this House, 
whether it woiild not be desirable to do away with local boards alto¬ 
gether, and to make the union boards and district boards tbe sole and 
entire machinery for the administration of local self-government in the 
rural areas. As I contemplate the future of local self-government, it 
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to the district boards, the same position which the proTincial govem* 
menis at the present moment occupy in relation to the Central Gorem- 
ment, vis., that they will send delegates to the district boards and 
contribute towards the funds of the district boards, but having their 
own local institutions, their local town halls, local market places, being 
self-contained, self-organised, self-sufficient units of a gp^t system. 
That is my conception of the future of local self-government. But all 
that is personal. 

I would state, on behalf, of the Government, that I oppose both 
these resolutions. In the first place, you cannot have a local board in 
an area smaller than a subdivision, unless the Village Self-Government 
Act has been introduced into that area, and there are union boards. 
Obviously, therefore, where the Village Self-Government Act is not in 
operation, this resolution cannot take effect. This is the legal objection, 
but there an3 administmtive difficulties of a serious*" character to which 
my friends over there, and piy friends on this side of the House have 
also referred. If you go on adding to the number of the local boards, 
you have to add to the clerical establishment, the engineering staff, you 
must add to the buildings and thus enormouBly swell the expenditure 
of these local boards which, as it is, is very smeJl and inadequate. 
Therefore, you cannot lay down a hard and fast mle as is recommended 
by my hon’ble friend. If a proi>osition of this kind is made by any of 
the district boards Government will c;onsider such a proposition upon 
the materials placed before it, but 1 decline, on behalf of the Govem- 
nieii,t to lay down a hard and fast principle applicable to all districts. 
On these grounds, I desire to op]X)8e these resolutions, and would ask 
my friends to withdraw them and they will be at liberty to bring this 
matter up when the I/ocal Self-Government Aot comes up for amend¬ 
ment* 1 hope my friends will accept the suggestion, and with¬ 
draw the resolutions. 

B«bu TANKANATH CHAUDHURl! In view of what the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge has said, 1 think it will be wise for me to withdraw 
my resolution for the present. 

The resolution was then, hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following amendment fell through:— 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That in motion No. 6, after the 
word *8ub-diyision* the following be added, namely:— 

* and not greater than one or two chaukidari circle areas.’ ” 

CaloutU Electric Supply Corporation. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKs This CouncU recommends 
that immediate steps be taken to'put a stop to the levying by the Calcutta 
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In moTing this resolution I do not tkink I shall have to make any 
very len^hy speech in support of it. This matter was considered by 
the Corporation of Calcutta on my motion both in the Electricity License 
Special Committee' as well as in the Corporation with the result that it 
was accepted and a request was made by the Corporation to the Qovem- 
ment for getting this surcharge removed. 

The Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation began levying this 8ur> 
charge from January, 1920, on the ground that the cost of production has 
incTeased owing to high prices. The question now is whether this claim 
is justifiable. In this connection it must he remembered that the Elec¬ 
tric Supply Cori>oration is a public utility company enjoying a monoply 
in their trade. The terms under which they are carrying on their busi¬ 
ness are also very much advantageous to them. Their business is 
increasing by leaps and bounds every year so much so that they cannot 
attend to all the calls made on their service. There is no provision to con¬ 
trol the profits which they can make at the expense of the public. Then, 
again, being a monopoly company, their customers, via., the public of 
(Calcutta and its surroundings are entirely at their mercy. In this country 
there is no provision in its Electricity Act for a ** sliding scale ” as in 
England—a healthy system of check on extortionate rates by which the 
dividend would be allowed to be more if the rate for current was less, and 
if the rate for consumption went up then the dividend would be cor¬ 
respondingly reduced. 

In this connection, I would venture to draw the attention of the 
House to the Government Electrical Adviser Mr. Meares’ book The law 
relating to Electrical Energy in India where, at page 87, this system 
was clearly explained. Mr. Meares has suggested that if the dividend 
paid by the company was 15 per cent, then the rate for consumption 
should be 2:5 annas, and if the standard rate went up to 2‘,8f annas the 
dividend allowable should go down to 10 per cent. The present actual 
subsisting rate is 3 annas per unit. In view of this, in their committee 
meeting in the Corporation, the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation 
than whom there was none more qualified to express an opinion on the 
subject, was pleased to observe that this policy of a '^sliding scale*' should 
be accepted and that if the dividend was fixed at say 10 per cent, then 
the standard rate of unit should be fixed at 3 annas, and if the Electric 
Supply Corporation reduced their charge below 3 annas then the allowable 
dividend should be correspondingly increased and, he thought, a dividend 
of 12^ pecLcent. with a rate of 3 annas per unit would be a reasonable 
figure. We are now paying 3 annas per unit plus a surcharge 
of 15 per cent. A distinguished brother Municipal Commissioner 
of ours, well known for his ability, integrity and outspokenness, who is 
himself an Engineer and has a very large experience—I mean Mr. 
-^yuess—was also of a similar opinion and thought that there should 
be a scheme of that character in Calcutta* and that the Corporation 
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Committee accepted the Tiew and when the matter came before the full 
house of the Corporation they accepted the situation nem.con, and re> 
commended to the Oovernment, in the Chairman’s letter paragraph 8, 
that this surcharge of 16 per cent, on the ground of increase in working 
expenses was unjustifiable in view of the dividends which the company 
have been paying and they strongly recommended that Oovemment 
should call upon the Electric Supply Corporation to withdraw it forth¬ 
with. 

That, Sir, is the whole of iny present resolution. 

There is one other thing that 1 would beg to place before this House in 
connection with the alleged justification of the Electric Corporation for 
summarily levying a 15 per cent, surcharge rate. This justification is 
merely an excuse and a very lame one too. From the facts that I am 
going to place before you, you will have no difficulty in finding out that 
this is merely a counterblast set up by the Company in anticipation of 
an attempt at cutting down their rate which they knew was overdue 
and impossible by them to resist any longer on the admitted facts. 

In this connection, I would place a few facts before the House. 
In 1916 the Corporation, at the instance of the general public, took up 
the question of the very high rates levied* by tbe Electric Supply Cor¬ 
poration and reported to Government recommending a reduction. The 
Government was pleased to appoint a committee for considering the 
same and that committee in their report (paragraphs 21 and 22) stated 
that there was sufficient margin to admit a further reduction in the cost 
price per unit and that, with the general expansion of business of the 
Company and consequent increased income, a reduction in the rate 
could reasonably be looked for at an early date. Owing to abnormal 
conditions then prevailing the Electric Supply Corporation was spared 
and no reduction was then insisted upon. This was in 1916. Since then 
the business of tbe Company has increased enormously so much so that 
they cannot meet with the demand on their services now existing. They 
have been paying high dividends year after year. In 1919 the divided 
rose to about 20 per cent., 10 per cent, as actual dividend and another 
10 per cent, in the value of a bonus share added to every 10 shares, but 
still in 1920 they contemplated the levying of this surcharge of 15 per 
c^ent. and summarily levied it from the Ist of July 1921. This has heen 
done and there can be no doubt about it because witb a dividend of 20 por 
rent, for 1919 and with that Report of 1916 admitting the reasonableness 
of a demand for reduction of rate per unit at an early date the Company 
could easily foresee that the Corporation and the public would again make 
a demand for the necessary reduction and in order to anticipate them the 
Company levied this 15 per cent, by way of an anticipated counterblast 
to steal a march over the public. This they did evidently with the idea 
that if a demand be now again made for reduction of rate, then by a oom- 
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understand a similar trick is going to be played by another monopoly 
company.of public utility, vis., the Calcutta Tramways Company. They 
are now seeking, I am told, to raise their fares when it is high time they 
should reduce them. The Calcutta public must be on their guard against 
such a trick being repeated if sought to be played by this Company follow¬ 
ing suit. 

This however is the treatment at any rate which the Electric Company 
has accorded to its customers and this is the commercial honesty dis¬ 
played by a monopoly company to its customers by keeping the dividend 
nominally to 10 per cent, and adding another 10 per cent, by way of a 
subterfuge. This again has been done regarding a thing which in Cal¬ 
cutta is no longer a luxury but is a necessity of life. Increment of taxa¬ 
tion for a necessity of life ought not to be resorted to except as a very 
last measure but this, the Company sought to do, when they were enjoy¬ 
ing a dividend of at least 20 per cent, and when with a much lower divi¬ 
dend the Government committee recommended a reduction at no early 
date. In 1916, the reduction was not made owing to uncertain and abnoT' 
raal conditions during the war by way of indulgence and the Company 
has now taken advantage of that indulgence shown in a way the less said 
about which the better. This is nothing but a glaring instance of the 
principle that there are many people who mistake kindness for weakness 
and take advantage of it. And all this is possible because it is a mono¬ 
poly Company and the consumers are at their mercy. This is the Com¬ 
pany again which, only a couple of months ago, asked for an indulgence 
by way of extension of their period of contract and in their application 
they based their claim. I quote the language “ entirely in the interests 
of the consumers." Could impudence go any further? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): Mr. Mullick has given us an interesting history 
of this question; and as far as it goes, it is a correct and complete account 
of the recent negotiations which have been going on between the Electric 
Supply Company, the Calcutf^ Corporation and the Government. What 
he has omitted to tell us, and what I was hoping he would tell us, is 
how we are going to give effect to his resolution. The resolution asks 
us to take immediate steps to put a stop to the levying by the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation of the surcharge of 15 per cent, and as far 
as I know we have no power to take such steps either under the law or 
outside the law. The Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation are working 
under a license and the present term of that license runs till the year 1928. 
The (k>mpany recently addressed the Government and asked them to 
use their powers under the Act to extend the term of the license from ten 
yMrs to twenty years. The reason that they gaye us was that with the 
expansion of Calcutta and the growii^g demands for electric fimilities 
it was necessary for them to build new power stations and to establish 
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deal of money and it was therefore necessary for them to ^ixow money 
in order to carry out these improvements. They said that in the present 
state of the money market they found it difficult to raise money on 
reasonable terms when their license expired about seven years hence. 
We consulted the Calcutta Corporation and other public bodies concern¬ 
ed. The Calcutta Corporation were against general extension of the 
period of license from ten to twenty years and I told the Council in reply 
to a question on the subject that Government had accepted the views 
of the Calcutta Corporation on the question about the general extension. 
The Corporation have, however, recommended that the question of the 
extension of the existing license for ten years, that is to say, up to the 
year 1938, should be considered provided the Slectnc Company in return 
make certain concessions to their customers. Among these concessions 
which the Calcutta Corporation suggested is the question of the levy of 
the surcharge. We have addressed the Electric Supply Corporation on 
the subject and have asked them what they have got to say about the 
stipulations which have been proposed by the Calcutta Corporation. 
When we get the Electric Supply Corporation’s answer, we shall consider 
what action we should take on their original request, but we have no 
power to compel the Company to remit the surcharge which their license 
authorises them to impose. 

Mr. Mullick has commented on the inconsistency of the Company 
in levying this surcharge very shortly after they declared a dividend 
of 20 per cent.—I think it was 10 per cent, ■plut a bonus share which 
amounted to 10 per cent. We do not know what the Electric Supply 
Corporation have got to say on that point, hut I believe it had something 
to do with the high rate of exchange which prevailed during 1920. We 
are waiting to hear what the Electric Supply Corporation have to say 
before we make up our minds as to the justification or otherwise of their 
action. - Apart from the question of the high dividend declared in 1920 
there is, I have no doubt, considerable justification for an increase in the 
rate charged for electric current. The jn'ice of coal, for instance, has 
gone up enormously since the present rates were fixed and the price of 
all other materials and of labour has gone up correspondingly. However, 
I have no wish to s^nd up here and justify the action taken by the 
Electric 8uiq>ly Company. As I have said, we have already addressed 
them in the matter and whmi we get their reply we shall consider their 
original request for the extension of the term of their license for another 
period of ten years. Meanwhile, as things stand at present-, we have no 
power to interfere with their action in levying this snrcharge before the 
year 1928 when their present contract will come to an end, and it will 
then he open to the Government and the Corporation to consider with 
an open mind the arrangements, which should be made as to tile future. 
At the present xno^nt, as 1 have said, it is not possible for us to 
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the Govemment, but I can promise that the lemarks which have been 
made in the course of the debate to<^y will be carefully ocmsidered 
before we come to a decision on the request which the Electric Supply 
Corporation have made to us. 

■ Babtt BURENDRA NATH MULLICKs 1 am glad that the Hon*ble 
Member in charge has said that my facts were correct, but am very sorry 
that I have to differ from the Hon’ble Member’s view that the Govern- 
ment has got no power under the Act to call upon the Electric Supply 
Corporation to reduce this surcharge and 1 am much more sorry that the 
Hon’ble Member has given expression to this view. I think it would 
have been better to send it to the Advocate-General for opinion and if 
he was of this opinion it would have been better to give expression to 
it. I do not believe that the contract is such that the Govemment cannot 
interfere in this matter. So far as my opinion goes, I think the Govem¬ 
ment can create an earthquake if they like and the view that they cannot 
call uix>n the Electric Supply Corporation to do this does not appeal to 
mo. If that was so, why was a Committee appointed in 1916 and why did 
the Committee recommend that the rate should be reduced? Who was 
then there to enforce the Corporation to do this ? Did not the Govern¬ 
ment force the Electric Supply Corporation to do this ? If they could do 
it then, why cannot they do it now ? If they have no power to do anything, 
we must have to wait for ten years till the Electric Supply Corporation 
had had its fill and then the thing might be looked into. If it was good 
law in 1916, it is quite good law in 1921. 

Then the Hon’ble Member has said, with regard to the question of 
surcharge, that he did not know what the Electric Supply Corporation 
meant by doing this in 1921. It does not require anybody to find out 
the reason. They wanted to have 20 per cent. Anybody who gets 
something is anxious to get something more and that is the long and 
short of the whole thing. It does not require very strong imagination 
or very wonderful powers to find out why this was done. They wanted 
more money and they did it because they are a monopolist company. 
That is the long and short and nothing more. 

Then, the Hon’ble Member has said that perhaps the high prices of 
coal and other materials and of labour may have been responsible for this 
high charge. The price of coal has been responsible no doubt. The 
price of coal was high in 1918 and 1919 as well. They made a 
profit of 16 per cent, then in spite of these high prices and all that. In 
view of these facts, Sir, I think I have made out a very strong case for 
interference and I submit that if this resolution he accepted by my 
friend here, it will he the duty of the Government to see whether this 
matter lies in the hands of the Govemment to take away the surcharge; 
and if it is so, then by all means, 1 hope, the Govemment will be pleased 
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Pay of AsaitUnt MaulYis, 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQs ** This Council recommends to tke 
QoTernment that in giving effect to the scheme for the reorganisation of 
the Subordinate Educational Service, as formulated by the Wordsworth 
Committee, the pay of the Assistant Maulvis in the Arabic Department 
of the Calcutta Madrassah, be placed on a footing simile to that of the 
Lecturers in the Sanskrit toU,** 

In moving this resolution, I do not wish to raise a communal question 
so far as the pay and prospects of the members of the Educational Service 
are concerned; 1 am only giving effect to a very strong feeling in the 
minds of the members of this Council, particularly of my community, 
that in the treatment of pay and prospects of Persian teachers and Haul- 
vis in the Arabic Department of the Hadrassahs, these officers have not 
been fairly treated. A little examination of the statistics of the eastern 
districts will show that the niunber of students in the institutions called 
Sanskrit toU is much smaller than the number of students receiving 
instruction in the Arabic Department of the Calcutta Hadrassah. The 
teachers known as the Arabic teachers of the Hadiussah have to put in 
far more strenuous work than the teachers in Sanskrit toU^ and while I 
do not grudge the little improvement that is going to be made, what I 
feel is that a similar concession may be made as regards other classes of 
officers doing similar service if not so arduous in the discharge of their 
public duties. I do not wish to take up the time of the Cotmcil any fur¬ 
ther as I know that the Hon’ble Minister in charge is inclined to consider 
this question sympathetically. 1 would only urge upon him the extreme 
necessity of taking early steps in this matter, and I hope he will translate 
his sympathy to action and will be pleased to accept this resolution. 

With these words, I commend this resolution to the acceptance of 
this House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. On the recommendation of the 
Wordsworth Committee the question of the reorganisation of the Sub¬ 
ordinate Educational Service is under the consideration of Government. 
That service consists of many heterogeneous groups of officers, and as 
Government have not yet come to a final decision in the matter it is not 
possible for me to give any definite assurance one way or the other. 
But I may promise the mover of the resolution that I shall look into the 
matter and I shall try to deal with the question on its merits and if the 
facts be as the mover has represented them to be, then no doubt it is a case 
for careful consideration. At the present moment I am unable to accept 
the resolution, but I can promise my personal attention to this matter. 
1 must therefore oppose the resolution because the matter is still under 
consideration. Our position is that we do not say that we do accept it 
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liaulvi Am K. FAZL-UL HAQi 1 beg leaye to withdraw the reflolution. 
The resolution was then, by leave of the Connoil, withdrawn. 


AMition ot Divisional Gommissionors. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: Mr. Das, in whose name the 
following resolution stands, is absent, and he has asked me to move it: 
** This Council recommends to the Government that a committee, consist¬ 
ing of official and non-official members, be appointed to consider and 
report whether the posts of Divisional Commissioners may be abolished 
with due regard to efficiency; and, if their opinion bo in the affirmative, 
to report as to the steps to be taken to give effect to such opinion.’’ 

I propose to place before-the Council very briefly my reasons for 
moving this resolution, a resolution which 1 feel, will comment itself 
to this House and which, I trust, the Government will accept. 

There is no doubt that the Reforms have introduced a good deal 
of additional expenditure in the administration of the country which 
Bengal is hardly in a position to meet. Retrenchments are therefore 
absolutely necessary. 

I am, however, not in favour of indiscriminate retienchment or 
retrenchment at all costs, but at the same time it is imperatively neces¬ 
sary that this House should take early and energetic steps to effect 
retrenchment where it is possible without detriment to good administra¬ 
tion. 

I have selected the Divisional Commissionership as a possible subject 
in respect of which retrenchment can be effected, p^neipally because the 
Decentralisation; Commission reported against retention, at the same 
time, of both the Board of Revenue and the Divisional Commissioners. 
That report favoured the retention of the Divisional Commissioners as 
against the Board of Revenue, but the abolition of the Board of Revenue 
appears to me to be a difficult matter and will, from all that I can judge, 
be somewhat unpopular. We must, therefore, consider whether the post 
of Divisional Commissioners can be abolished without detriment to the 
good administration of the country. Like most of the non-official mem¬ 
bers I have no knowledge of the actual work which the Commissioners 
have to perform, but this seems to me clear that a good deal of their 
work has been lightened by the Reforms. So far as I am aware, their 
works relating to primary education, district boards, municipalities have 
now been more or less transferred to popular control and their principal 
work consists of appeals in revenue matters and general supervision of 
the work of the Collectors. As regards the latter, it seems to me that this 
may easily be provided for by giving the people concerned a power to 
appeal direct to the Board of Revenue. It will involve an increase of work 
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reason of the Reforms. There is only the question of general supervi¬ 
sion exercised hy the Divisional Commissioners. There is no doubt a 
good deal to be said in favour of the retention of an officer who can 
co-ordinate and supervise the work of the different Collectors. This 
is a matter which will have to be considered by the Committee, which, by 
this resolution, 1 am asking, should be appointed. 

48 1 have already pointed out, I am not familiar and, I believe, most 
of the members of ^s House are not familiar, with the actual work done 
by tue Commissioners and of their exact function in the administration 
of this country. I am therefore not prepared to move for their imme¬ 
diate abolition, as my friend Babu Kishoii Mohan Chaudburi desires to 
do; but I feel that there is a sufficient primd facie case in favour of their 
abolition to call for an inquiry. 

1 should like to explain that in my resolution I have not asked that 
the committee to be appointed should be restricted to the members of' 
this Council. In a matter like this we should have on the committee, 
if possible, men who have an actual experience of working of the post. 
We have at present in Calcutta two Bengali retired members of the 
1. C. S., who have held the position of Divisional Commissioner and I 
feel their services would be very useful in such a committee. 

I trust the Government will accept the resolution which does not 
express any opinion on the subject, one way or the other, but merely 
calls for an investigation of the matter. I feel sure the Government is 
as anxious as we are to effect retrenchment when possible. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIi “This CounrU recom- 
mends to the Government that the posts of the Divisional Cozumissioners 
be abolished and that the clerical staff he provided for in the Secretariat 
and other Government offices.’’ 

I think that a committee is not necessary. These officers were neces¬ 
sary when there was one man rule and the Secretaries had to manage 
everything with the help of the opinions of these officers possessing special 
local knowledge. When the Council Government was advocated by 
tbe Decentralisation Committee it was thought that tbe retention of both 
tbe Commissioners and the Board of Revenue were not necessary and that 
Committee suggested the abolition of tbe Board of Revenue. Whatever 
might have been said by my friend the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler at 
the time of the discussion about the abolition of the Board of Revenue m 
to the competency of that Committee or of the members composing that 
Committee the Government though did not accept the proposal in its 
entirety, but after mature consideration it reduced the number of the 
members of the Board of Revenue. But after the Reforms and after the 
expansion of the Legislative Council, I think merely for the sake of 
loca^ knowledge the retention of these officers is not necessary. Final 
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are their principal fanctions. Ky friend Babu Nitya Dhon Mnkherjee 
in his speech has shown that really the work can be otherwise managed, 
but he thinks that instead of directly considering the question and com¬ 
ing to a decision as to the abolition of these officers, it is better tiiat the 
committee should be ap|K>mted. 1 do not see, however, the special neces¬ 
sity for it. Madras has been doing without Commissioners from before. 
With the Council Government it could manage without the Commis¬ 
sioners. Kecently the question arose in the Central Provinces Council 
and the Government suggestion was for the appointment of a com¬ 
mittee. That shows that there was some sympathy felt by Govern¬ 
ment but the Council came to the conclusion that the Commissioners’ 

« 

posts should be abolished. In Bengal we are faced with a financial 
difficulty. There is a deficit of over Bs. 2 crores and we do not know 
how to meet it. To meet the*situation by any taxation at the present 
moment is, I think, out of the question. We must see what economy 
can be effected in tbe several departments of Government. We appealed 
to tbe Government of India months ago and as yet we have not got 
any favourable reply. It is a special case for Bengal. Under these 
circumstances it is useless to spend time or to depend upon a com¬ 
mittee for elicting any special information which can be easily supplied 
by tbe members and wbicb I think is well known to all the members. 
By the increment of the pay of officers all round there has been a tre¬ 
mendous increase in the administrative ex])enditure. If we can abolish 
these Commissionerships, I think there can lie a saving of not less than 
Rs. 5 to 6 lakhs annually. 

If it is an unnecessary expenditure and if we can do without the 
Commissioners, then why should we lose time and not abolish them 
at once? The appeal work can safely be managed by the Board of 
Revenue and the petty appeals by the Collector. For these reasons, 
I think, we should not wait for a committee as nothing new can be 
expected from it. It is not necessary to go into details. We can at 
once come to a conclusion. Ours is a to^vheavy administration and 
if an economy is possible, we should not lose any time over it. For 
these reasons, I do not think that a committee is at all necessary. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAS It seems that committees are in 
the air. 1 do not know how many committees have been appointed by 
this Council up to now. Some seem to have shelved questions for which 
they were appointed and some have solved them. I do not know whether 
a committee for the abolition of Commisioners will shelve or solve the 
problem. The recent committee for the separation of the Judicial and 
Executive functions does not inspire much hope as 1 find that the name 
of the nxovor of the resolution itself, Babu Eishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 
has been omitted. Therefore, Sir, as there is no system of Divisional 
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instead of referrinff the question to a committee, I think, Bengal 
should try to keep pace with these Provinces. 

Why do 1 suggest the abolition of any of these posts, which 
have been in existence for such a long time ? My reasons are both econo* 
mic and administrative. Economically, the reasons are obvious. The 
Heforms have added enormously to the cost of administottion and the 
province has been brought to a state of bankruptcy. The financial con¬ 
dition of Bengal is known to all. Not only have high appointments, 
with extraordinary high rates of pay been multiplied, but a spirit of 
extravagance is abroad/ and the pay of the higher services has been 
inordinately increased. As if this were not enough, only recently, an 
extraordinary step has been taken—^the salary of some of the Imperial 
services has again been increased—and this has been done behind our 
backs, with a full knowledge of the financial crisis of this province, with¬ 
out even affording us an opportunity for an expression of opinion. We 
have to pay the cost and we are forced to pay it blindly. No words are 
strong enough to denounce the unfairness of this procedure, but with no 
power to control such acts, mere denunciation will bring no tangible 
result. The most practical course is therefore to scrutinise every item 
of expenditure with a view to counteract the disastrous consequences of 
this extravagant onrush, and try to save the Government and the country 
from the effects of a crash that is bound to follow. What then is the 
remedy. The administration must be cheapened. This can be done in 
two ways: first, by reducing the scale of pay of the higher services and 
utilising a cheaper agency, and secondly, by reducing the number of 
highly paid appointments. The first method will form the subject of 
some other resolutions that I hope to move. I am just now concerned 
with the second method, viz., tlie abolition of some highly paid and 
unnecessary posts. So much for the economical grounds. From an 
administrative view-point also, I believe that some of the posts may be 
abolished, because there is a duplication and delay in the administrative 
work, which should be removed. I therefore ask for the abolition of 
these posts, which are unnecessary, but which the Indian Civil Service, 
possibly with a motive, perfectly human, but by no mefuas altruiel* 
tic, holds to be absolutely necessary. 

I think it is my duty to indicate the way in which the abolition and 
the consequent reorganisation may be effected. 

By abolishing the five Divisional Commissioners, and having a- 
second member in the Board of Bevenue, the cost of administration can - 
be reduced by nearly Rs. 2} lakhs a year, and at the same time, the pres¬ 
tige of the highest revenue appellate court in the pztmnce may be 
enhanced. 




instead of referrinff the question to a committee, I think, Bengal 
should try to keep pace with these Provinces. 

Why do 1 suggest the abolition of any of these posts, which 
have been in existence for such a long time ? My reasons are both econo* 
mic and administrative. Economically, the reasons are obvious. The 
Heforms have added enormously to the cost of administottion and the 
province has been brought to a state of bankruptcy. The financial con¬ 
dition of Bengal is known to all. Not only have high appointments, 
with extraordinary high rates of pay been multiplied, but a spirit of 
extravagance is abroad/ and the pay of the higher services has been 
inordinately increased. As if this were not enough, only recently, an 
extraordinary step has been taken—^the salary of some of the Imperial 
services has again been increased—and this has been done behind our 
backs, with a full knowledge of the financial crisis of this province, with¬ 
out even affording us an opportunity for an expression of opinion. We 
have to pay the cost and we are forced to pay it blindly. No words are 
strong enough to denounce the unfairness of this procedure, but with no 
power to control such acts, mere denunciation will bring no tangible 
result. The most practical course is therefore to scrutinise every item 
of expenditure with a view to counteract the disastrous consequences of 
this extravagant onrush, and try to save the Government and the country 
from the effects of a crash that is bound to follow. What then is the 
remedy. The administration must be cheapened. This can be done in 
two ways: first, by reducing the scale of pay of the higher services and 
utilising a cheaper agency, and secondly, by reducing the number of 
highly paid appointments. The first method will form the subject of 
some other resolutions that I hope to move. I am just now concerned 
with the second method, viz., tlie abolition of some highly paid and 
unnecessary posts. So much for the economical grounds. From an 
administrative view-point also, I believe that some of the posts may be 
abolished, because there is a duplication and delay in the administrative 
work, which should be removed. I therefore ask for the abolition of 
these posts, which are unnecessary, but which the Indian Civil Service, 
possibly with a motive, perfectly human, but by no mefuas altruiel* 
tic, holds to be absolutely necessary. 

I think it is my duty to indicate the way in which the abolition and 
the consequent reorganisation may be effected. 

By abolishing the five Divisional Commissioners, and having a- 
second member in the Board of Bevenue, the cost of administration can - 
be reduced by nearly Rs. 2} lakhs a year, and at the same time, the pres¬ 
tige of the highest revenue appellate court in the pztmnce may be 
enhanced. 




of the Executive Council and that soime of its other functions might 
be delegated to the Commissioners. As the Council has decided against 
the abolition of the Board, the only course left to me is to attack the 
great citadel of extravagant expenditure from another side. If the 
Board must remain, let the Commissioners go. 1 am happy to find that 
the reasons that were raised against the abolition of the Board will 
support the abolition of the Commissioners, as I shall presently show. 

When the Commissioners were created by Regulation I of 1829, the 
preamble gave an account of the reasons that ushered them into existence. 
They were needed, first to expedite business which the Frovincial Courts 
of Appeal and Circuit could not promptly attend to. Secondly, for 
relieving the Board of Revenue of land assessment and revenue appeal 
duties; thirdly, for superintending the work of the magistracy, the 
Folice, the Collectors and other revenue officers. It was added that 
it was intended that the officers in charge of a moderate tract of the 
country might be acnessihle to the people. 

Now, between 1829 and 1921, a world of changes has been brought 
about. The Commissioners are no longer reqnired to go out on circuits 
in 1921 as they were made to do in 1829. In 1829 , the 
effect of the introduction of the Permanent Settlement was in full swing; 
many estates were being sold up, dismembered and divided. Old dynas¬ 
ties were being broken up, new dynasties were founded. Appeals were 
frequent. There was no railway, no telegraph and the postal system 
was still unorganised. The need of a local appellate authority was un¬ 
doubtedly felt. But wlmi is the state of affairs now ? The realisation 
of land revenue in permanently-.settled estates of Beogal .seldom falls 
below 98 per cent, of the demand. In the year 1918-19, which may be 
taken as an average >eur, out of 93,000 permanently-settled estates, 
only 708 entire estates and 194 shares of estates were put to sale. 
There were only 88 appeals in the whole province, and only in the case 
of 18 of them, did the Commissioners intervene and annul the sales. 
The total amount of revenue affected by them was only Rs. 1,313. In 
other words, taking an average of 10 co-shares per estate—180 persons 
had been affected. In a population of 47 millions, in order to save 
180 people from the hardships of a rigorous enforcement of the sale law 
and to avoid a loss of about Rs. 8 per bead, a tribunal has been set up, 
which in five Commissioners alone costs annually Rs. 1,80,000, leaving 
out the gazetted personal assistant and a large horde of ministerial and 
other staff. Then again, in the GovemmenV and ^mporarily-settled 
estates, land revenue settlement is now almost invariably based on a 
record-of-rights under the Bengal Tenancy Act. According to the 
recent Government rules under this Act, it is the Director of Land 
Records and the Board of Revenue who are the confirming authorities, 
and Commissioners have practically nothing to do with these settle- 
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ia now an Imperial subject and, 1 believe, the department is going 
to be reorganised soon. It is not unlikely that the income-tax appeal 
will soon go into the hands of an Income-tax Commissioner, thus 
relieving the Divisional Commissioner of even the l>etty amount of 
income tax work that he might have to do and that mainly in the Presi¬ 
dency Division. 

As for the third reason for the creation of the posts of Commissioners, 
vis., the supervision of the magistracy, Police and Collector’s work, 1 
think 1 might be optimistic enough to hope that the separation of the 
judicial and executive functions will be complete before the term of this 
Council is over, and none of the revenue otilcers will have anything to 
do with the supervision of the magistracy. What effective control the 
Commissioner exercises over the police, we need not stop to discuss, as 
the recent orders have reduced the Commissioners’ powers to a minimum. 
Possibly, except in matters like the checking of notiffcaiions for new 
police-stations, this department has, in it^ right royal police style, 
already given the Commissioner a left-handed salute, and with its Inspec¬ 
tor-General, Deputy Inspeciors-General and Assistant Inspector- 
General, is perfectly able to forego his tender affections. As for the 
supervision of Collector’s work, I do not know why they need super¬ 
vision at all. They are supposed to be senior men drawing more than 
Bs. 2,000 a month, a salary which even the Prime Minister of Japan 
does not get. Why these gentlemen, who are always glorified and held 
up as the pillars of administration and infallible paragons of virtue, 
cannot be trusted to get on without occasional contact with and super¬ 
vision by still greater paragons of the service, passes my comprehension. 

The Councirhere adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Btbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: This is ail the move inscrutable, 
because practically every manual of the Kevenue Department has been 
brought to perfection and there are special staffs and special departments 
thoroughly trained to tackle all problems. Moreover, what after all, is 
this MiDual inspection and supervision of the Commissioner P It is not 
a rare sight that the Commissioner’s sheristadar proceeds in advance, 
writes up notes of inspection, which are touched up by the Commis¬ 
sioner and passed on as inspection notes. 

It is true that certain sanctions for district boards and 
municipalities have got to come from the Commissioners, but I thiTiV 
the time has come, when they should be freed from the leading strings of 
officialdom, and with a Minister, supposed to he of the people, in charge of 
Self-Government portfolio, aided by an official Secretary, it is perfectly 
possible to do without these middlemen. To come now to the last duty of! 
the Commissioners, viz., that they would be accessible to tiie people— 
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ny, that in this land of untouchablesi the Commissioners have not suc¬ 
ceeded iij breaking through their class or caste guilds, After a century 
of this officialised process of touch, the Commissioners are now generally 
touched only by people haying sons and sons-in-law to proyide with Goy- 
emment appointments or by candidates for Bai Bahadurships. I think 
we must frankly confess that their touches have not impressed or eleva¬ 
ted, and it must be admitted that this part of the hope has failed misera¬ 
bly* The Commissioners are anachronisms to-day, and if some people 
have described them as post-boxes fixed between the Collector and the 
Government, they are post-boxes of a very antiquated type and in a 
broken state of repair. Even the Decentralization Commission, which 
advocated the abolition of the Board of Revenue rather Uian of the Com¬ 
missioners, were constrained to admit that they agreed with “ those who 
did not find the present position satisfactory.’* They went on to say— 

The scant esteem in which the office (of Ck>inmi88ioner) may be held is shown 
by the soggestiona of some witnesses for its abolition as unnecessary, and by the 
description of Commissioners and Kings whose subjects are unconscious of their 
ezistoioe and as wielding some influence but no control. 

If Deputy Collectors, instead of being merely sectional superintendents 
in Collector’s offices as at present, be trusted to dispose of cases as Reve¬ 
nue Courts of original jurisdiction, if Collectors be vested with powers to 
bear appeals, and second apiwals be heard by the Board of Revenue, the 
system will be analogous to the procedure followed in Civil cases—more 
convenient and cheaper to the applicants, who will have their first appeals 
disposed of locally. 

The only main faults found by the Decentralization Commissioners 
with the hfadras system, which has no Commissioners, were first that 
there is no intermediate Officer who could inspect districts from the stand¬ 
point of general administration, and advise junior Collectors. Sir, I 
mbmit that the “junior Collector” itself is undesirable; why should 
junior officers be made Collectors P Their second point was that there was 
duplication of secretariats and inadequate inspection by touring. 

In Bengal, with the Reforms Scheme, the Secretariat has already been 
vastly increased and there is no danger of more increase and duplicatiou, 
even if the Commissioners are abolished. As regards inspection by tour¬ 
ing it will appear that tours vary with the temper and attitude of the 
inspecting officers. In 1918-19, the Rajshahi Commissioner spent as 
many as 153 days on inspection whereas the Commissioner of the Presi¬ 
dency Division spent only 62 days. I think if any inspecting officer 
spends 10 days in a district (including the time spent in journeys) in a 
year, it will suffice for. all the supervision that is needed. 
*^6 two Members of the Board can veiy well do this; the rest of their 
time, they can spend in hearing appeals' and advising Government. 
This arrangement will also meet the objections raised against the aboli- 
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method of dieposal of appeelfl, (Hi) will keep the number of appellate 
Courts unimpaired, and (»v) will furnish an independent adyisory author¬ 
ity to Government and will, I trust, more than satisfy the influential 
opinion which the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja was-pleased to hint would 
not teke things lying down. This hai^ the supreme advantage»^an 
advantage which ought to outweigh all the threats .of influential and 
vested interests—that instead of an approximate expenditure of 
Us. 2,46,000 on a Kember of the Board of Revenue, a Secretary and 
flve Commissioners, we shall have the work done, as efficiently as, 
if not more efficiently than, before with two Members and a Secretary, 
at Rs. 1,08,000 per annum, effecting a saving of Rs. 1,38,000. If to 
this we add that the gazetted Personal Assistant to the five Commis¬ 
sioners be reduced and that the offices of the Commissioners and of the 
Board of Revenue be amalgamated and kept on a reduced scale, we 
may be sure to effect another reduction of nearly Rs. 1,50,000 a yeur. 

BabU 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; I beg to support the reso¬ 
lution for the abolition of the posts of Commissioners. Sir, I was the 
first to raise this question in the Council during the last cold weather 
session, but I withdrew it because there was a bigger question—^the 
general question of retrenchment which was going to be considered. 

I think. Sir, that enough has been said as regards the merits of the 
question and I do not like to add anything more thus taking up the time 
of the Council. It is well known that Commissioners are perfectly use¬ 
less in these days. They have no reason to exist now and in view of the 
financial stringency they must and ought to go. We shall insist upon 
that. We shall cry ourselves hoarse over it. And if the desire of the 
Government to make us co-operate with them is at all sincere they must 
accept the position and not oppose the motion which is of such a reason¬ 
able character. But to my mind, Government is bound to oppose it. 
And why? Because there is the vested interest. Well, if they proceed 
in that policy then it would he putting a. very great strain on our desire 
to go along with the Government and it is high time that we warn the 
Government to realize the position for themselves. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYt I regret I cannot 
support the resolution, which Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has 
bronght forward for the consideration of this House. Before I proceed 
to give my reasons for the attitude I have taken, I may add, most 
reluctantly taken, in regard to the proposition under discussion, I should 
like to say with all the emphasis I command, that I have every sympathy 
with the desire of my hon’hle friend to cut down, by all possible means, 
the expense of our top-heavy Government, and thus save, as much as 
possible, the money of the poor tax-payers of Bengal, who have already 
felt the pinch of poverty to an extent which has driven them almost 
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far less ignored. When I think of the large powers with which ihe 
IMstrict Magistrates are vested—^when I think of the fact that mostly 
these District Magistrates are young civilians, lacking in experience 
and not always well versed with Indian life and Indian affairs—of oonrse, 
there are many exceptions—I cannot but value the appellate authority of, 
and the general control exercised by, the Commissioner of the Division, 
whose riper judgment and experience, longer acquaintance with the 
indigenous population, their customs and usages, their aspirations and 
sentiments, wants and requirements cannot but stand him in good stead 
as an administrator, controlling as he does the District Officers of his 
division to a reasonable extent. Besides, in my opinion, the authority of 
the Commissioner goes a great way to co-ordinate and harmonize various 
district administrations and organizations and thus knit them together 
into a homogeneous whole, whtch cannot but be C/Onducive to good gov¬ 
ernment and public welfare. If the powers of the District Officers could 
be curtailed with due regard to efficiency, if a practical scheme for the 
separation of Judicial and Executive functions could be formulated and 
placed on a sound, economic basis, if the appellate autbority of the 
Commissioners could be transferred and vested in another body equally 
competent, and if such a change could be effected in the existing order 
of things as would lead to the uniformity and co-ordination of different 
administrations without the unifying and controlling agency of the 
Commissioner of a Division of which the districts are so many compo¬ 
nent parts, the posts of the Divisional Commissioner could be abolished 
with a view to lighten the burden of expenses which it has become 
extremely difficult for our Government to shoulder any longer. This no 
doubt points to the necessity of forming a committee to consider this 
question, in all its bearings, as suggested by Mr. Das’s resolution and 
I must support it and oppose the other resolution. When the committee 
is formed and when these matters have been seriously dealt with then 
the time will come for us to decide whether the posts of the Commis¬ 
sioners should be abloished or not. I think, therefore, that Babu 
Eishori Mohan Chaudhuri will agree with me and withdraw his resolu¬ 
tion. 

Mr* SYED NA8IM ALII I regret that I have got to oppose the reso¬ 
lution which has been moved by Babu Eishori Mohan Chaudhuri. My 
reasons simply are these: We all know that the Commissioners of Divi¬ 
sions have certain appellate powers. If this resolntion is to be given 
effect to, there must be corresponding changes in certain Acts, and if we 
pass this resolution we thereby mean that we have got to transfer that 
appellate jurisdiction to some other quarters. This resolution would 
practically mean that the Act will have to be amended without any refer¬ 
ence to other provisions of the Act. The proper procedure would he 
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paresent oircumstances tlie appellate jurisdiction slionld be iranoferred to 
some o^er quarters, it is after that we can decide whether theM posts are 
necessary at all. Before we are in a position to decide whether these 
appellate powers should be transferred to some other quarters it would be 
rather hasty to decide that these posts should be abloished at once. The 
resolution which was sent in by Mr. S. B. Das and has bera moved by 
another member of this Council seems to be more reasonable. ^Hiat reso* 
lution mther wants that there should be a committee and the committee 
should first consider as to whether we can do awa^with these Commis¬ 
sioners without detriment to the efficiency of the administration, and the 
committee will then be in a position to report as to what steps should be 
taken to effect to it. There is an apprehension in some quarters 
that the object of this committee is simply to shelve the question and 
to postpone the matter as long as possible. There may be some instances 
which may justify such an apprehension in the minds of members of 
this Council, but I do not think that when Mr. Das wanted the Council 
to consider this question he meant that the question should be shelved 
and that this matter should not be decided by the Council. Oh the 
other hand, we have appointed many committees for considering many 
important matters. We have to-day passed a resolution for appointing 
a committee to inquire into the financial condition of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity. Those members who supported the resolution did not for a moment 
apprehend that the object of the mover of the resolution was to shelve 
the question as long as possible. Therefore, to my mind, it seems that 
when we want that a committee should he appointed, we want that 
the committee should also act and the committee should 
report as to what should be done.. Mr. Das’s resolution also says 
that the committee should consist of official and non-official members, so 
that both sides may be represented and the question may be considered 
from a comprehensive standpoint. It is after the committee have decided 
whether we can do away with these posts without in any way unpair¬ 
ing the efficiency of the administration that we can consider whether 
these posts should be abolished at all. 

Then as regards the other functions, namely, the collection of reven¬ 
ues, inspection, sujierintendence and other matters connected with the 
duties of the Commissioner, I think the last speaker has clearly explained 
that, and, to my mind, it seems that it is a committee consisting of 
officials and non-official.q who can really consider this matter from all 
public standpoints, and after the committee has done so, we can Hhen 
consider as to whether the efficiency of the administration would be inter¬ 
fered with if these posts are abolished. Therefore, Mr. Das’s resolution 
seems to me to be more reasonable, and I think there ought not to he 
any apprehension in the minds of the memhfera of this House that the 
object of this resolution is simply to shelve the question. 
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MEMBER in.oharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (tho 
HoiPblo tho Mahoroladhirajo Bahtdur of BurtKiniii)i We haye two 
resolutions l)efore us—one is a reconunendation to Government to appoint 
a committee to go into the question as to whether the posts of Divisional 
Commissioners could he aholished, and, if so, what steps should he taken 
in that direction, if the committee recommended that step; the other 
resolution which has been moved does not wish to wait any longer but 
wishes to abolish the posts of Divisional Commissioners forthwith. 

Before I make^kny lengthy statement as to what the opinion of 
Government on the question as a whole is, I deem it my duty to reply 
to eome of the criticisms that have been levelled at us in connection with 
the posts of Divisional CommiHsiouei*B. Unfortunately, the ciitirisnis 
have been of such a nature as do-not, on the one hand, demand a lengthy 
reply; on the other hand, it is ditBcult to reply to a mentality which, in 
the race for economy—^in the i)anic that we have to meet this large 
defioit-~con8ider8 that the panacea of all evils is to abolish all, posts 
without considering what that abolition may mean towards the tmpair- 
ing of the general machinery of administration. As I say, this is a. 
a mentality which it is very difficult to reply to, especially when that 
mentality is gingered with remarks such as “ vested interests ** and other 
things. Government, in a matter of this kind, can and must only look 
at the broader question of efficiency and at the question of carrying 
on administration in a proper manner, and it is from that point of view 
that I shall reply. But be^re T do so, I should like to make a few 
observations on some of the remarks that have fallen from the speakers. 

Babu Nitya Dhon Mukberjee, who has moved this resolution on 
behalf of'Mr. S. K. Das, considers the resolution inoffensive and among 
the reasons that be has put forward for the abolition of the Commis¬ 
sioners or at least for an inquiry with that idea in view, he has said that 
since the Beforms the functions of the Commissioners have been mini¬ 
mised. I do not know how he has arrived at this condnsion, because 
the functions of the Commissioners remain practically the same before 
Reforms came into existence and after. 

-Then comes our friend from Bajshahi, who, without taking the 
matter into consideration—evidently the weather of Gdcutta agrees 
with him because he comes to us light-heartedly—says there is no need 
for them—abolish them straight away, by a stroke of the pen remove 
the Commissioners without considering what the effect on the general 
machinery of the administration would be if the Commissioners were 
abolished to-morrow. I must say that it is difficult for anyone who 
appreciates even to the smallest extent the present system of adminis¬ 
tration io follow his argument. He- has said that Madras had been 
doing without t^ommissioners even before the Beforms came into exis- 
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general question of the need of economy. In fact, it cannot he denied 
that those of the gentlemen who have spoken to-day, haye done so more 
with the idea of retrenchment than with anything else. They hare not 
taken the trouble to enlighten the Council as to what the effect would be 
on the administration if these posts were abolished without considering 
what machinery could replace the machinery that has worked well for 
nearly a century. As I have said already, to these gentlemen at any rate, 
the panacea for all evils is to undermine efficiency for the sake of re¬ 
trenchment. One of the arguments put forward by Kishori Babu has 
been that because we are going to increase the salary of our officers, 
therefore, we must do away with Commissioners. What about .t^o 
general administration P What about the replacing of a machinery 
which, in whatever form you may like to have it, must exist. 

Then comes Babu Indu Bhushan Datta. I do not wish to go into 
any detail with his methods of chiselling or his principle of a cheaper 
service for the whole province. All I wish to say is this: if the ser¬ 
vices are going to be Indianised more and more—and they must be so— 
even then we must follow a principle which is to govern our adminis¬ 
tration, and I say that in our race for economy let us not impair efficiency. 
He has gone on to give us some sidelights of Commissioners’ Personal 
Assistants and sheristedars. Probably he knows more about them than 
we do. It is not for the Members of Government to enter into the side¬ 
lights. It is for the Central Government to consider and advise to the 
best of its ability as to the possible means of economy and not to go in 
for a change without properly considering what the effects of such a 
change might be on the administration. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has, with his usual style, said that they 
are useless—dismiss them at once—and has given us a warning that if 
Government expect co-operation from Babu Surendra Nath Mullick and 
others, we must not oppose the resolution on the ground of vested 
interests. I.may tell him at once that it is far from the intention of 
Government to put in such a plea; Government’s duty is clear and that 
duty is to see that the general administration is not impaired. 

Baja Manmatha Nath Bay Choudhury has spoken in favour of the 
system, and although he might have spoken with a greater strength, 
I think he has struck the right note when he has said that before a 
change is made we should consider the question in all its aspects and 
that is the line which has been taken by Mr. Nasim Ali also. 

Now let me go to a little length into this question. It is easy enough 
to advocate abolition, but it is not quite the same thing to propose a 
substitution for the posts ‘which we are asked to remove, and Kishori 
Babu’s resolution has been worded in such a way as to convey that the 
posts of Commissioners are wholly useless and unnecessary and that, 
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the posts are neither useless nor unnecessary, and that in case we here 
to contemplate seriously abolishing these posts, we could only do so 
by such substitution or by creation of a new system, and a new system 
must mean a certain number of changes. If this is once granted, then 
we at once come to the question as to whether such a substitution wiiTild 
really result in retrenchment and would be more economical 
than the system which now prevails. If the Commissioners are 
now abolished it is obvious that their duties will have to 
be performed by other authorities, and even a radical change in the 
system >rould, I am sure, not reduce the present recurring oost. On 
the other hand, the introduction of a new system would involve a very 
large initial cost which, to my mind, would not be justified. The Com¬ 
missioner has, as we all know, administrative duties, to perform, both 
general and land revenue, and what is perhaps most important, dis¬ 
charges important duties as a court of revenue appeal. If these duties 
are to be given to others they can only be given to a superior authority, 
and here I must mention that Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has now come 
round to the idea that the Board of Kevenue should be kept if the Com¬ 
missioners are to be abolished and he is probably in favour of grant¬ 
ing another member to the Board; or that these duties may be given 
to the Executive Government itself—which is highly objectionable. 
And if these duties are to be given to an inferior authority, then it 
will be to the Collector; or else the Commissioner’s work will 
have to be divided between the Collector, the Board of Revenue, and the 
Central Government. In India, Madras is the only province in which 
there are no Commissioners, and though any comparison between Ben¬ 
gal and Madras is vitiated by the wide di£f«^nce in land and revenue 
systems, it furnishes some basis for a comparison of costs. In Bengal 
we have a Board of Revenue with one member which costs in round 
figures Rs. 1,19,000 annually and we have five Commissioners costing 
Rs. 3,71,000 inclusive of pay and allowances; the total cost is about 
Rs. 4,90,000. In Madras, there are four members of the Board whose 
salary alone amounts to something like Rs. 1,62,000 a year. It may 
be argued that four members of the Board would not necessarily cost 
four times as much as one member. In Bengal the Collectors perform 
many duties which, in Madras, are performed by officers of lower rank 
and which, if Commissioners were to be abolished, would have to be 
taken from Collectors and given to subdivisional and other officers, and 
all this wonld involve expenditure. It will therefore he clear that we 
cannot abolish the Divisional Commissioners in Bengal and save money. 
Then regarding cost, to my mind, the recurring cost of the Madras 
system, if applied to Bengal, would not in any way be less tba^ tbe cost 
of the jM^sent system. It is for the Council to consider whether, in the 
circumstances, these posts should he abolished by a stroke of the pen as 
Babu Kisbori Mobon Chaudhuri seems to suggest. Then again, as I 
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liad to be introduced into Beng^al, tbe initial cost would be great. Not 
only would officers have to be found for the new members of tbe Board, 
but, in tbe districta, there would have to be a reorganisation of accommo¬ 
dation which would certainly prove expensive. Much of the work which 
is done at Collectors’ offices in Bengal is done at subdivisional offices in 
Madras, and the subdivisions are further divided into taluks under tahsil- 
dars. It is quite apparent, therefore, that if the Collectors were given 
some of the Commissioners’ duties, it would probably be necessary to give 
subdivisional officers some of the Collectors’ duties, involving increased 
expenditure in subdivisions not only on establishments but also on build¬ 
ings. 

I have mentioned above the wide difference in the land and revenue 
systems of Bengal and Madras. This is very clearly brought out by the 
report written by Mr. Oldham in 1910, tvritten with special reference to 
the proposals for decentralization, the report of the Royal Commission 
upon Decentralisation having been published in 1909. He pointed out 
that in Madras the last unit for administrative purposes was the village, 
in which there was a headman responsible for the collection of revenue 
and exercising powers as a village Magistrate. Decentralization to a 
degree quite unknown in Bengal had in the case of revenue work been 
rendered possible by, and was in fact in great measure a logical result of, 
the local system of organization under which the village was the ultimate 
unit on which the superstructure of the administration was built; and 
the system was intimately bound up with the raiyatwari settlement of 
the land, two-thirds of the settled area being under raiyatwari tenure. 
He summed up the ditference as follows:— 

The essential difference between the two provinces may be said to be that, 
while in Madras there is a -system of territorial jurisdiction in oil rovenue matters 
starting from the village at the bottom, and leading up by successive stages to the 
Collector at the top, in Bengal practically all the revenue work is concentrated 
under different officers according to subjects at the headquarters station of the 
district, and filters down from there to the people. While in Madras supervision 
over the Collector is exercised by the Board or Government direct, and by subjects, 
in Bengal the supervision is by territorial Ck>mmiesioners. In other words, in Madras 
the work is distributed among the district authorities territorially, but aen nn g the 
higher controlling authorities by subjects; in Bengal Gie work is distributed in 
the district by subjects, but control and supervision by Commissioners is territorial. 

If the suggestion that the Madras system should be followed be 
accepted, Mr. Oldham’s report contains ample evidence to show that this 
is impossible. A weighty opinion on the question of the retention of. 
territorial Commissioners was recorded by tbe Royal Commission upon 
Decentralization in India. This opinion is to be found in Chapter XU, 
page 168, of the Report, but the following quotations are particularly 
relevant to the present resolution 
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or other of these ihoold be ebqlished. We hold Uwt Commieeionere should be 
retained, aa a moat Valuable link in the chain of administration between indiyidoal 
distriota and the headquartera administration of the prorince. To ptit the diatriots 
directly under the latter in revenue matters would inevitably lead to further oentra> 
Uaation in the Secrataiiafa. 

Paragraph 4Bi.—^The Commissioner is, or should be, a picked man with long 
experience of district administration, who can maintain closer personal relations 
with the officials subordinate to him and the people of his division than is possible 
for any headquarters authority; while his greater experience and range of view 
should enable him to assist the Government with more mature and comprehensive 
views that can be formed by a Collector. 

Well, Sir, I shall not go into any greater length. There are naany 
arguments but I should like to say that for the public, especially of dis¬ 
tricts remote from Calcutta, a Board is a somewhat vague and impersonal 
authority. The feelings of loeal officials, especially district officers, 
would be similar. The Commissioner has an up-to-date and personal 
knowledge of districts and of the principal people in them; he can see 
things for himself and knows his officers personally. A Board of three 
or four members could not have these advantages. Such a Board too 
coiild not act as a co-ordinating authority over the work of the different 
departments in the districts: if for no other reason, probably it would 
itself be departmentalised. Neither could a Collector act as such an 
authority, for departmental specialization has now gone so far that tlie 
Collector is becoming merely one of several departmental officers in the 
district. If a general co-ordinating control is to be exercised over the 
various departments, it is only the Commissioner who can exercise it. 

To sum up, therefore, my arguments against the acceptance of 
Eishori Bahu’s resolution are—the abolition of Commissioners would 
not mean economy; the recurring cost of a new system would probably 
be as great, and the initial cost would be heavy. In India, Madras is 
the only province in which there are no Commissioners; the Madras 
system is complete in itself and cannot be applied to Bengal owing to 
tbe land and revenue systems being entirely different. Then we have 
the opinion of the Decentralization Commission which went into the 
question thoroughly and was decidedly in favour of the retention of 
Commissioners. But, Sir, if it be the desire of the Council that in view 
of the question of expenditure and retrenchment occupying the minds 
of the public at large and those of the members of the Council, a com¬ 
mittee is tiiought to be essential, although Government in view of the 
statement that I have made, cannot look to the abolition of the Com¬ 
missioners without due consideration of the question in all its aspects, 
I am prepared to accept the resolution of Mr. S. B. Das which has been 
moved by Babu Nitya Dhon Mukberjee, but I must oppose the resolu¬ 
tion of Babu Eishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
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Mr. S. B. Das’s resolution, which was moved hy Baba Bitya Bhon 
Mukherjee, was then put and carried. 

The resolution of Babu Bishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then deemed 
to haye failed. 


Adjournment. 

The Coxincil then adjourned to Wednesday, the Slat August, 1921, at 
3 p.u. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProoMdingt of the Bengal Legislative Counoil asaomblod under the 
provisions of the Covernmont of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 31st August 1921, at 3 p.h. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon'ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 105 nominated 
und elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Adulteration of ** ghee ” in Darjeeling. 

*XXIII. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depariment of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware 
that the fat of boa constrictors is mixed with ghee in the Darjeeling die* 
trict and sold in the market as ghee? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to put a stop to this ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) No; from the ** Fauna of British India ” it appears that the 
boa constrictor is not found in India; and it seems unlikely that 
any one would go to the trouble and expense of importing it for the 
purpose of adulterating ghee, 

(h) Government do not consider that any action is necessary. 


Daooa University, Professor of English. 

*XXIV. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) WUl the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of l^ucation be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Dacca University has got no 
Professor in charge of English and that a Reader is now in charge of the 
same, and the English classes are generally taught by lecturers. 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon*ble Mr. P. Ci Mittor): (a) The Department of English 
is under a Reader acting as head of the Department, with the assistance 
of two Honorary Readers, who were formerly Professors of English at 
Dacca College and seven lecturers, of whom six have been professors in 
colleges of the Calcutta University. 

(6) Hr. Egerton Smith, formerly of the Dacca College, was appointed 
University Professor of English, but was unaUe to accept the appoint^ 
ment for personal reasons. As by this time it was clear that the Uni¬ 
versity would have to curtail its expenditure owing to the financial 
stringency of the province, retrenchment was made in the English as 
in other Departments. 


Director of Physical Education, Dacca University. 

*XXV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether a European gentleman has been placed in charge 
of drill and physical exercise on a salary of Rs. 1,150 u month in the 
Dacca University? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to explain the 
reason which led to the creation of the post on so high a salary? 

The Hon’bIC Mr, P. C. MITTERi (a) The post to which Mr. Main- 
waring Holt has been appointed is not as described in the question. He 
lias been appointed Director of Physical Education on a salary of 
Rs. 1,260—60—1,800. 

(6) The appointment was made by His Excellency the Chancellor 
under section 60 (c) of the Dacca University Act. The matter is not one 
that has come before the Government of Bengal, but presumably the 
salary was fixed in view of the responsibilities of tbe post and the quali¬ 
fications of the gentleman appointed, who is M.B., Ch.B. of the Uni¬ 
versity of Leeds, and M.B., B.S. of the University of London. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI s Is not such a man avail- 

able in this country'? 

The Hon’bic Mr. P. G, MITTERs The Dacca University is a statutory 
body and the appointments for it are in the gift of His Excellency the 
Governor. , 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDYS Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are tbe responsibilities attached to the 
post referred to? 

Tlw Hcii*IHc Mr, P, G, MITTER 11 have no information on the point. 
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Sarvice of processes in mufassol courts. 

*XXVI, Bobu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is tKe 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
much hardship and inconvenience is being felt by the public for service 
of processes and notices in the mufassal civil courts P 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the 
necessary steps, either through the Calcutta High Court or by moving 
the Government of India, for removing the grievances and incon¬ 
veniences by the introduction of rules similar to those obtaining in the 
original side of the High Court or like those provided in the Provincial 
Insolvency ActP 

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sis Abcbur-Rahim). (a) Government have no information. Bui inquir¬ 
ies will be made. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Land revenue sales. 

*XXVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIi Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land 
Bevenue) be pleased to state whether' the Government are considering 
the desirability of taking up legislation as early as possible for enabling 
the persons aggrieved by sales under Act XI of 1869 and Bengal Regula¬ 
tion VIII of 1819 to have the sales set aside by deposit as provided by 
section 22 of the Public Demands Recovery Act (Bengal Act III of 
1913 )? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs The answer is in the negative. 

Rule debarring Members and Ministers from participating 

in political movements. 

*XXVIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any ruling by Government debarring 
the Hon’ble Members and the Hon'ble Ministers from participating in 
any political movement or from joining any political organisation P 

(6) If so, what is the rulingP 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bla Sir Henry Wheeler); (a) and (h) The position of Hon’Me 
Members towards political movements is defined in rules 22 and 23 of 
the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, which run as follows:_ 
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dafrad ftnd explaia in public the policy' of the OoTomment. Save, hoverer, m 
proTided in rules 18, 19 a GoTernment servant nay not make any 
to the press in regard to the poli<gr or acts of the Government without the of 

the local Government or such superior authority as the local Government may 
prescribe. 

(2) In any action taken by them under sub-paragraph G) Government servants 
should, so far as possible, refrain from making any reference to the personality of 
parties or individuals who may be in opposition to the Government and, when 
are impending, they must give no ground for tiie suggestion that any statements of 
facts or views made by them have been made with the object of iwflwonftitig electors in 
favour of or against any party or individual ctmdidate. 

Rule L'IS.—(1) Save as provided in rule 22 or when acting under the express 
instructions of the local Government, a Government servant may not tidee part in, or 
subscribe in aid of, any political movement in India or relating to affairs. 

Where there is room for doubt whether any action which a Ghivenunent servant 
proposes to take will contravene this provision, he should refer the matter to the local 
Government to which or to tiie Government servant to whom he is 'immediately 
subordinate. 

(2) A Government servant, who is a whole-time Government servant, mi^ not, by 
canvassing oi otherwise, interfere or use his influence in any way in an election to a 
legislative conncil except that he may record a vote, if he is qualified to do so, and in 
that case he should, as far as possible, avoid giv in g any indication beforehand of tiie 
direction in which he intends to vote. 

(3) A Government servant, who is a whole-time Government ser^nt, may not, 
save to tho extent permissible in the case of elections to legislative conncils or unless 
he is himself a candidate, who is legally eligible and has obtained from proper 
authority such permission, if any, as is required to enable him to stand for election, 
take part in elections to municipal committees, district boards and local boards. 

Ministers are not debarred from participating in political move- 
luonts or from joining political organisations. 


Tax on public amusements. 

*XXIX. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: WiU ibe 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether the imposition of any tax upon amusements, such as 
cinemas, theatres, etc., is in contemplation, and, if so, to state what 
steps, if any, are being taken to introduce necessary legislation on the 
subject ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon*ble 
Mr. Kerr: The question of the measures that can be adopted 
to increase the resources of the local Government is under con¬ 
sideration, but no definite statement can be made at present as to the 
nature of the action that will be taken. 


Muhammwian hoatel for Chitting Collega. 
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Chittagong College requires a Muhammadan hostel for accommodation 
of the gradually increasing number of its Muhammadan students? 

(6) Are the Government considering the question of constructing a 
suitable building for the purpose? 

(c) If so, by what time is it expected to have the work of construe* 
tion taken in hand ? 

The Hon*bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. The District Magistrate has been asked to select a site. 

(c) Next year, if funds are available and if Council agree to the 
provision of funds. There is no provision in this yearU budget. 

Students of the Dacca University. 

•XXXI. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state— 

(i) the total number of students admitted to the Dacca University; 

(it) how many of these belong to the Science side, and how many 
to the Arts side, and how many are in postgraduate classes ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER S‘(i) Up to 24th August, 1921, the 
number was 734. 

(tt) Arts 468, Science 123. The admission of postgraduate students 
is now proceeding: Government have not yet been informed of the 
number admitted. 


Unstarred Questions. 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 


Agricultural, industrial and commercial eduoation. 

148. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYS Will the Hon’ble the MW 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state fully what steps, if any, have been, or are being, taken by 
the Government and the Calcutta University, respectively, for the 
encouragement of agricultural, industrial and commerchJ education 
in Bengal? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): As regards the steps which have been taken or are 
being taken by the Government of Bengal, the member is referred to 
the answer given by the Hqn’ble the Minister to the question asked by 

• ... If . ' J 11. n- IT • 1 .• ^ •• • a . 



Chittagong College requires a Muhammadan hostel for accommodation 
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The following steps have been taken by the University:— 

Adequate provision has been made in the Postgraduate Depart¬ 
ment for the teaching of Commerce, which has been included in the 
list of subjects for the M.A. Eicamination. 

In accordance with the scheme framed by the Hon*ble Justice Sir 
Ashutosh Mukharji, Kt., c.s.i., and accepted by the Senate on 6th 
August, 1921, for the use of the Ehaira Fund, a Chair of Agriculture, 
named Guru Prosad Singh Professorship of Agriculture, has been 
established. The duty of the Professor shall be--* 

(a) to carry on original research in his subject with a view to 
extend the bounds of knowledge; 

(h) to take steps to disseminate the knowledge of his special 
subject with a view to foster its study and application; 

(c) to stimulate and guide research by advanced students and 
generally to assist in postgraduate work so as to secure the 
growth of real learning among our young men. 

With a view to consider what steps may be taken up by the Univer¬ 
sity to facilitate the introduction of scientific and vocational education 
in schools recognised by the University, a Conference of the Head 
Masters of recognised schools was held at the Senate House on the 
7th May, 1921. Another Conference of the representatives of the 
Managing Committees of those schools was held on the 9th, 11th and 
the I2th June, 1921, for the same purpose. The proceedings of the 
Conference were placed before the Syndicate on 29th July, 1921, and 
the whole question has been referred to a joint meeting of the Facul¬ 
ties of Arts and Science. 

a 

Consumption of liquor. 

144. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the quantity of liquor, both foreign and country- 
made, consumed last year in Bengal, except for medical purposes? 

(6) What amount of revenue was derived last year hy the Govern¬ 
ment on liquor, both as custom duties and, as excise? 

(c) What steps have been and are being taken by the Government to 
stop the consumption of the said liquors, except for medical purposes? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURt, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) 766,672 L.P. gallons of country spirit and 
572,648 bulk gallons of foreign liquor were consumed during the year 
1920-21. The latter figure is only approximate, as accurate statistios 
of the sale of such liquors are not yet available. 

. (5) Bs. 56,97,156 were realised as custom duties and Be. 10,3&jOTT 
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license fees deriyed from foreign liquor and country spirit were 
Rs. 3,22,368 and Rs. 16,52,760, respectiyely. 

(e) Ro steps hare been and are being taken by tbe Government to 
stop the consumption of liquor, but adequate steps are taken to res¬ 
trict the consumption thereof. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask what steps have been 
taken to restrict the consumption of liquor? 

The Hoil*ble the Newab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. 

Khan Bahadurs There are resolutions on this subject and I shall be 
pleased to reply to this question in that connection? 

Promotion of Sub-Registrars. 

145, Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been taken with reference to his answer to 
clause (;*) of my starred question Ko. XXIII in the meeting of this 
Council of the 1st April? 

(b) Is it a fact that some Sub-Registrars who have passed tbe 
** Special Test ** for a District Sub-Rcgistrarship have applied for 
promotion to higher appointments? , 

(c) How have these applications been disposed of? 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. P, C, MITTER: (a) The matter is under the con¬ 
sideration of Government. 

(h) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) The applications could not be entertained as, under the exist¬ 
ing rule, the passing of the special test does not entitle an officer to 
supersede another officer senior to him, if the latter is otherwise 
qualified. 


Circle OfReere, Department cf Industries. 

148. Mairivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what is the minimum qualification required for a Circle 
Officer, Department of Industries, Bengal? 

(6) How many Circle Officers were appointed during the last six 
months, and how many of them are Muhammadans? 

(c) If no Muhammadan has been appointed, why not? 

The Hon’ble the Nuwab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khen Bahadurs (a) The minimum qualification required for a Circle 
Officer is a training in mechanical engineering or in services of general 
industrial application. 

(6) Five Circle Officers were appointed in 1920. No such officer was 
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(c) None of the Muhammadan applicants for the posts of Circle 
Officers were considered to possess adequate qualifications. 

“ Tols ” and “ imifctabs.” 

147. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: Will the Hon'hle the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing:— 

(i) the amount of expenditure incurred in each district on mvktahs 
in the years 1919-20 and 1920-21; and 
(it) the amount contributed in each district on Sanskrit tols during 
the corresponding period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. HITTER: (i) and (tt) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

Statement referred to in Vie reply to unstarred question No. 147, showing 
the amount of expenditure incurred in each district on “ muktahs ** 
in the years 1919-20 and 1920-21 and also the amount contributed 
in each district on Sanskrit ** tols ** in 1919-20 and- 1920-21. 
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“ Added Members ” in the Faculty of Medicine. 

14S. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA; WiU the Hon’ble tbe 
Minister in cliarge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether there is any proTision for appointing ** Added Members ** by 
the different faculties of the Calcutta University and, if so, how many 
have been >^80 appointed in the Faculty of Medicine since its creation 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: TTnder section 6, Chapter III of 
the Regulations of the Calcutta University, the Faculties have power 
to elect Added Members. No Added Member was ever elected by the 
Faculty of Medicine since its creation. 

The information regarding number of Added Members in the other 
Faculties is contained in the statement below. 

Statement referred to »n tJie reply to vnetarred queetion No* 148^ showing 
the number of Added Memhere elected by the different Facuitiee under 
Section S. Chapter III of the Regulations. 
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AooomnKMhition in oollagM. 
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that a large number of students could not get admission into colleges 
in Bengal*for want of accommodation? 

(5) If so, what, steps are the Government taking to meet the situa> 
iionP 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) Such evidence as has been 
obtained tends to show that this is not the case. The successful can¬ 
didates at Matriculation this year were probably about 11,000. The 
maximum capacity of first year college classes in the province was 
7,418 in 1919, the last year for which we have figures at hand, though 
it is known that this capacity has been increased. If circumstances 
were normal, it is probable that accommodation would be in slight 
defect. But a large number of colleges report a falling off in numbers 
in the college year just begun. Much of this is explained by the very 
late publication of the University Intermediate and Final results, 
and the strikes and other inconveniences of communication which pre¬ 
vented students from joining colleges at the proper time; but there 
is reason to believe that the accommodation available in the colleges 
will not be fully utilised. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


•gnriw of processes in mufassal courts. 

150. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware— 

(t) that processes in mufassal courts, especially in the civil courts, 
are often returned unserved; 

(it) that this has been put down as being due to the negligence of 
the process servers? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 

to remedy this grievance? ' 

# 

The Hon'bic Sir ABD-UR*RAH1MS The member is referred to the 
answer given at this meeting to a starred question on the same subject 
asked by Babu Kiehori Mohan Ghaudhuri. 

Fish supply. 

151. Mr, RAZAUR RAHMAN KHANt (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state— 

(t) whether he is aware jof the progressive exhaustion of the 

t Ji 1. _•_ _1 


that a large number of students could not get admission into colleges 
in Bengal*for want of accommodation? 

(5) If so, what, steps are the Government taking to meet the situa> 
iionP 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) Such evidence as has been 
obtained tends to show that this is not the case. The successful can¬ 
didates at Matriculation this year were probably about 11,000. The 
maximum capacity of first year college classes in the province was 
7,418 in 1919, the last year for which we have figures at hand, though 
it is known that this capacity has been increased. If circumstances 
were normal, it is probable that accommodation would be in slight 
defect. But a large number of colleges report a falling off in numbers 
in the college year just begun. Much of this is explained by the very 
late publication of the University Intermediate and Final results, 
and the strikes and other inconveniences of communication which pre¬ 
vented students from joining colleges at the proper time; but there 
is reason to believe that the accommodation available in the colleges 
will not be fully utilised. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


•gnriw of processes in mufassal courts. 

150. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware— 

(t) that processes in mufassal courts, especially in the civil courts, 
are often returned unserved; 

(it) that this has been put down as being due to the negligence of 
the process servers? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 

to remedy this grievance? ' 

# 

The Hon'bic Sir ABD-UR*RAH1MS The member is referred to the 
answer given at this meeting to a starred question on the same subject 
asked by Babu Kiehori Mohan Ghaudhuri. 

Fish supply. 

151. Mr, RAZAUR RAHMAN KHANt (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state— 

(t) whether he is aware jof the progressive exhaustion of the 

t Ji 1. _•_ _1 


(ti) what steps are the GoTemment taking to improre the fresh fish 
supply of Bengal P 

(h) Is there any close season in the fish trade P 

(c) In case there is no such close season, are the GoTemment con> 
sidering the desirability of fixing one, during the breeding season of 
the fresh water fishes and of penalising the capture of fishes during such 
season? 

(d) If there is a close season, are the rules strictly enforced? 

The Hon’ble the Niwab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur : (a) (i) Yes, this is probably the fact owing to the 
gradual silting up of rivers and tanks and refers mainly to the river 
and jheel fisheries, but not to the estuarine and sea fisheries, which 
have hardly yet been tapped. 

(u) The department of Fisheries is encouraging in every way pos¬ 
sible the stocking of tanks with fry and systematic carp culture. The 
better management of tanks is advocated on all possible occasions. A 
survey of the fisheries is being made in the four districts where there 
are fishery officers, and fishermen are being encouraged to improve their 
methods by the opening of co-operative societies. 

(6) No. 

(c) The possibility of enforcing a close season has been considered 
by Government from time to time, but without any definite result. 

(d) In view of the answer to (b) above the question does not arise. 


Khasmahal Tahsildars of Paridpur. 

162. Babu JOGENDRA KRISHNA ROY; Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state-* 

(t) whether the Government have received any representation from 
the khasmahal tahsildars of the district of Faridpur, pray¬ 
ing for an increment to their salsaryP If so, has any action 
been taken yet P If not, do the Government propose to take 
any action in the matter soon P 

(tt) whether the "collecting agency** referred to in the report of the 
McAlpin Committee include the khasmahal tahsildars; 

(rii) whether the Government are aware of the fact that the khas¬ 
mahal tahsildars of Eastern Bengal feel that they were 
unkindly treated by the late Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government by the retrenchment of the amount drawn by 
them at the licensed rate of pay which was granted in 1910 to 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN! (t) Tea. It ia under the conaideration of GoTernment. 

(tt) 

(iii) The retrenchment waa made in order to keep the coat within 
the preacrihed limit of 6 per cent. Their pay haa, however, since been 
raised. 


Patiiakhali Jail building. 

153. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state whether 
the new sub-jail to be built at Patuakliali will be a two-storied building? 

MEMBER in ehargd of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’blo Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): No; but the foundations are being 
built to take another story, if found necessary hereafter. 


Touts and deed-writers in mufassal sub-registry oRlees. 

154. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) la the Hon^ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education aware that there are touts 
and professional deed-writers in the offices of sub-registrars in the 
mufassal ? 

(&) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that these professional 
deed-writers very often write in combination and charge exorbitant 
rates from the registrants? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that these touts and pro¬ 
fessional deed-writers, are not under the control of the sub-registrars 
or the Department? 

(d) Are the Gk)vernment considering the desirability of introdu¬ 
cing a system of license with a table of fees for remuneration of the 
licensed deed-writers, as was done by the Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government {vide their circular No. 9 of the 8th October, 1910), or 
any other suitable system? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(6) The deed-writers make their own terms with the clients who 
come to them to have their deeds drawn up and engrossed; and there 
is reason to believe that their terms are often exorbitant. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The question of dealing with the deed-writers and touts who 
frequent registration offices is one of considerable difficulty. Some are 
uni^incipled and fleece the registrants: on the other hand, it is neces- 
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registration of which has been completed« In order to prevent abuses 
the Oovemment of Eastern Bengal and Assam in 1910 issued the orders 
referred to in the question, by which a certain number of deed-writers 
were licensed for each office and a scale of fees for their services was 
drawn up. This system, however, proved a failure and led to Miious 
malpractices and corruption. It appeared that some sub-registrars 
and their staff took bribes from the licensed touts and that the latter 
made illegal exactions from registrants and defrauded Government of 
their legal dues. Orders were accordingly passed in 1912 that all 
existing licenses should be cancelled and that no licenses should be 
granted in future. It is not proposed to revive this system. Govern¬ 
ment will welcome any practical suggestions to prevent abuses of the 
kind referred to in the question. 

Muhammadans in the Calcutta police, 

155. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the total number of appointments, and 

{it) the number held by Muhammadans in the Calcutta police as— 

(1) assistant commissioner; 

(2) inspector; 

(3) sub-inspector; 

(4) assistant sub-inspector? 

(6) Is it a fact that recently a few new appointments have been 
made as inspectors in the Calcutta police? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how 
many of such appointments have been made, and how many of them 
have been given to Muhammadans? 

(d) Is it a fact that recently a few junior sub-inspectors have been 
made inspectors, superseding certain senior officers? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
names of the officers who have been so promoted, as well as the names 
of those who have been superseded ? 

MEMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Whee l er) S (a) The figures are as follows:— 

Total nambfT e( Koaibor of oppelotaaMiU 
ftppolofctMBta. bold bj JfshMtnodaM. 

AssiiUnt commtMioDer ... 13 Kil. 

luipeotor ••e esc ass 60 4 

Sub-iospeotor ... ... 109 29 

Aaaiaf.Mnf aiiK-iiianAnfri^ 1AA 
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(c) Seyenteen. The appointments were filled by tbe promotion ol 
14 experienced officers to bold charge of important sections, and of 
three specially trained officers for the Public Vehicles Department. 
Two of the appointments were filled by Muhammadan officers. 

(d) and (e) The promotions" were made according to seniority and 
selection, officers considered unfit for the post of inspector being super- 
seded. It is not proposed to state the names of the officers so passed 
over and promoted. 


SergMilts and sub-inspeetora of pdioo. 

156. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: {a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
the status and the rank of a sub-inspector of police with reference to 
that of a sergeant P 

(h) Have the Government decided whether the rank of a sergeant 
is equal or inferior to that of a sub-inspector of police? 

(c) In case their positions are relatively equal, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state why a distinction has been made with 
regard to their pay ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the sergeants <are given free kits, which are 
not given to the sub-inspectors? 

(s) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
reason for this distinction? 

% 

(/) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that there is great discontent 
amongst the sub-inspectors on account of the above differences, and 
also over the scale and rate of increment allowed by the time-scale 
pay? 

(g) Are the Government considering the advisability of removing 
the distinction in pay with regard to the sub-inspectors and sergeants? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the memorial submitted by the sub-inspectors for their incre¬ 
ment of pay, together with any order passed thereon? 

The H0fi>ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) to (e) It is understood 
that the reference is to the Bengal x)ollce. The distinction between 
sergeants and sub-inspectors is in respect of the duties they perform. 
The duties of sub-inspectors relate mainly to the investigation and 
prosecution of cases, while sergeants are employed chiefly in training 
the armed police and in patrol work in towns and at important railway 
stations. The pay of these two classes is fixed in consideration of 
the qualifications required for these duties and the rate necessary to 
secure suitable candidates. Free kit is part of the remuneration given 
to sergeants. Sub-inspectors do not receive it, their pay and allow- 
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sergeants and sub-inspectors is in respect of the duties they perform. 
The duties of sub-inspectors relate mainly to the investigation and 
prosecution of cases, while sergeants are employed chiefly in training 
the armed police and in patrol work in towns and at important railway 
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secure suitable candidates. Free kit is part of the remuneration given 
to sergeants. Sub-inspectors do not receive it, their pay and allow- 



(/) GoTernment are aware that Bub-inspectora are not satisfied with 
the time*scale of pay and rate of increments recently sanctioned. 

(ff) 

(A) A copy* of the memorial dated April, 1920, is laid on the library 
table. 


Exeite policy. 

157. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether Government contemplate appointing a com* 
mittee to inquire into their excise policy and administration, with a 
view to restricting consumption and of suggesting means for recupera* 
ting the loss of revenue'therefrom? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Btfiadurs No. Government have recently issued a press 
communigu^ detailing their excise policy, a copy* of which is placed on 
the library table. 


Commercial Institute Board. 

158. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state who are at present on the Government Commercial Institute 
Board? 

(b) Has there been any change of members since it was first con¬ 
stituted? 

(c) How long has each member been serving on the Board? 

(d) Are there any Muhammadan members on the Board? If not, 
why not? 

(s) Is there any Muhammadan on the teaching staff of the Institu¬ 
tion ? 

(/) How long has Babu Girindra Kumar Sen been acting as 
Principal of the Institution? 

(j/) Have the Government been advertising the vacancy in the 
permanent post of Principal? 

(h) Have the Government considered the desirability of filling up 
the vacancy by the apimintment to it of the present acting Principal? 

The HoiPble the Niwab 8AIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khen Bihtdurs (a) and (b) The membei is referred to the answer given 
by the Hon’ble Minister to clauses (d) and (s) of question No. 205 
asked by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur at the Council meeting cd 
the 4th July, 1921. 
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(o) THe respectiye periods ol tlie service of the members named in 
clause (d) of the question referred to above are given below:— 

(1) Nine years. 

(2) Eight years. 

(3) Two years. 

(4) A few months. 

(5) Five years. 

(6) Eight years. 

(7) I'wo months. 

(8) Recently appointed. 

(9) Ten years. 

(d) No. Four of the members are appointed ex-offi.cio\ two 
members are nominated by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and one 
by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. Thus there are only 
two vacancies available for free appointment. They are at present held 
by well-qualified gentlemen. Government, however, are considering 
the increase of the strength of the Board to 10 and to lay down the 
condition that a Muhammadan shall ‘be appointed. 

(e) No, but a Muhammadan gentleman held one of the evening 
lectureships ditring several recent years. 

(/) About ten years. 

{g) No. But the permission of the Secretary of State has been 
asked for to advertise the post in this country if there is no prospect 
of an officer being recruited in England. 

{h) Yes. But in view of proposed further developments in com¬ 
mercial education the recruitment of an officer possessing specially high 
£uroi)ean qualifications has been deemed to be necessary. 


Subordinate Eduoational Service. 

159. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; {a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the pay of the officers of the Subordinate Educational Service 
is going to be increased? 

(b) If so, when and on what plan? 

The HoA’Ue Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) and (6) Reference is invited to 
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Subordiiwta Eitucational Sarvipo. 


160. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: {a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the Qoyernment have come to a final decision as regards the 
recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee? 

(6) If so, how has it been decided to reorganise the Department in 
order to benefit the classes concerned? 

(c) Have the minimum and maximum of the Subordinate Educa¬ 
tional Service been fixed with an eye to those recently introduced in 
the other branches of Government service of a similar standing and 
status? 

Thfl Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. Deference is invited to the reply 
given on the 29th August last to starred question No. XIV asked by 
Babu Kishori Mohan Ghaudhuri. 


Mumifs* quarters at Patuakhali. 

161. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) WiU the Hon*ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that the compounds of the residences of 
gasetted officers, except those of Munsifs at Patuakhali, are 
enclosed by some sort of fencing; 

(ti) if so, what is the reason for this differential treatment? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
the Minister be pleased to state whether it is intended to make provi¬ 
sion in the next budget for enclosing the compounds of the Munsifs’ 
residences by some sort of fencing ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the total amount that was spent during the last five 
years for all sorts of repairs to Munsifs’ residences at Patuakhali? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Ghaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(fl) (t) Tes. 

(tt) The necessity for fencing was not represented to Government 
and the omission is not confined to the compounds of Munsifs at Patua¬ 
khali. 
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SUUenunt referred to in Vte reply U unetarred queetion No. 161 («), 

ehowing the erpenditure on Mumi/e* quartera at Patuakhali for the 

. last five years. 
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Raooinmanc l atioiii of the 4«il Committoo. 


102. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURIs (a) 1 b 

the Hon'ble the Kember in charge of the Department of Berenne (Jails) 
in a position to state approximately the amount of recurring and non¬ 
recurring expenditure that will be necessary for the purpose of giving 
effect to the different recommendations of the Jails Committee P 

(b) Have the Government formulated any scheme for giving effect 
to the recommendations of the Jails Committee in order of their urgency P 

(c) If so, what specific recommendations do they propose to carry 
out during the current yearP 

(d) What is the number of prisoners, male and female, respectively, 
belonging to Bengal, who are at present serving out their term in the 
Andamans P 

(e) In regard to the female prisoners, what action has been taken 
for bringing them back to India, as recommended by the Jails Com¬ 
mittee in paragraph 572 of their report P 

(/) What policy do Government propose to adopt in regard to the 
male prisoners at present in the Andamans P 

(ff) Have any prisoners been deported there from Bengal since the 
publication of the report of the Jails Committee P 

(h) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the Government of 
Madras have passed orders that no more deyrartation of prisoners should 
take place to the Andamans, that the male prisoners already there are 
to be brought back in the course of the next ten years, and that the female 
prisoners are to be brought back at once? 

(t) Is the Hon*ble the Member also aware that the Government of 
the Central Provinces are also taking measures in these matters P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) No, it is impossible to state 
what would be the total cost of giving effect to all the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Committee. 

(5) The order of urgency is affected by financial considerations. 
Government are endeavouring to give early effect to recommendations 
accepted by the Government of India or the local Government which 
do not involve large expenditure. Other recommendations must await 
the xu*ovi8ion of funds. 

(c) Action has already been taken in the following matters:— 

Paragraph 63, recommendation No. 64 in Chapter XXIIl of the 
Committee’s report.—The pay of the warders has been raised from 
Rs. 16 rising to Rs. 19 to Rs. 16 rising to Rs. 20. Sanction has also 
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ParagTspli 2Y9, recommendation No. 821 in Chapter XXllI of the 
Committee’s report.—Superintendents of jails have been instructed to 
appoint 7olunlary preachers to impart religious instruction to Miiham* 
madan prisoners. 

Paragraph 286, recommendation No. 226 in Chapter XXIIl of the 
Committee’s report.—Orders have been issued to provide every male 
Muhammadan prisoner with longer trousers, as recommendeil by the 
Oummittee. 

Paragraph 287, recommendation No. 226 in Chapter XXIII of tlie 
Committee’s report.—Sikh prisoners have been allowed to retain their 
religious symbols and are given soap or soap-nut and oil once a week. 

Other change in accordance with the Committee’s recommendations 
have been made or are likely soon to be made under the orders of the 
Government of India. “ 

Exact figures are not available, but it may be assumed that the 
normal number of convicts from Bengal is 950, of whom 2 per cent, 
are females. 

(e) The Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is 
taking action for the retransfer of female c<onvicte from Port Blair to 
jails in their provinces in India. 

(/) It has been decided that lepers, lunatics, phthisical cases and 
those convicts whoso health renders it inadvisable for them to remain 
in the Andamans will have the first claim for retransfer to India, and 
action is being taken in this direction. Other convicts will be brought 
back to India as soon as accommodation can be provided for them. 

{g) No. 

(h) and (t) No; but it is presumed that all local Governments are 
taking action on the recommendations of the Indian Jails Committee. 


Fenoing on the sides of Bengel-Nagpur Railway. 

163. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware:— 

(t) that no fence is provided on either side of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway; 

(tt) that in consequence thereof very often serious accidents occur, 
especially to animals? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate drawing the attention of the said Railway 
authorities to the necessity of arranging for such fencing? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) (i) and (tt) The answer is in the negative. 
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Inoome-tax. 


164. Mr. A40Y CHUNDER DUTTi Will the Hon^ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state— 

(а) what amount of income-tax was deriTed from Bengal last year; 

(б) what amount of the said tax was derived from within the muni¬ 

cipal limits of Calcutta; and 

(c) the number of persons who paid the said tax within the afore¬ 
said limits? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR; (a) Bs. 4,39.30,978. 

(b) Rs. 3,46,08,056. 

(c) 19,229. 

The above figures of collections (a) and (5) show the total collec- 
iions made, and include realizations on account of branch firms and 
business concerns situated, in some instances, outside the province. 
The figure against (c) does not include the number of persons from whose 
salaries income-tax is deducted by the Accountant-General, Bengal, as 
this figure is not available. 


Proposed reserves in the Western DHtrs. 

165. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government have 
acquired, or have surveyed for acquisition, several plots of jote lands 
and khas grazing blocks in the Western Duars in the district of Jalpai- 
guri, especially near Jhar Asthagram, for the purpose of reserved 
forests ? 

(5) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
number of holdings that have been, or are proposed to be acquired? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any, 
and if so, what, compensation is to be made to the present tenants of 
these lands? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (o) Proposals have been received for the reservation of 
certain areas in the Western Duars in order to prevent erosion along the 
banks of the Torsa, Raidak and Jaldhaka rivers. Notifications under 
section 4 of the Forest Act have been issued, and objections, if received, 
will be duly considered. 

(6) In the Raidak Reserve it is proposed to include 69 acreaof 
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this figure is not available. 


Proposed reserves in the Western DHtrs. 

165. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government have 
acquired, or have surveyed for acquisition, several plots of jote lands 
and khas grazing blocks in the Western Duars in the district of Jalpai- 
guri, especially near Jhar Asthagram, for the purpose of reserved 
forests ? 

(5) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
number of holdings that have been, or are proposed to be acquired? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any, 
and if so, what, compensation is to be made to the present tenants of 
these lands? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (o) Proposals have been received for the reservation of 
certain areas in the Western Duars in order to prevent erosion along the 
banks of the Torsa, Raidak and Jaldhaka rivers. Notifications under 
section 4 of the Forest Act have been issued, and objections, if received, 
will be duly considered. 

(6) In the Raidak Reserve it is proposed to include 69 acreaof 
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areas are not yet available. In the Torea Reserve, as the proposal at 
present stands, eleven jotes in taluk Khairbari will each lose a negligible 
strip of waste land along the river bank. Besides these, only five jotes 
are affected, thi-ee in Parangarpar and two in Salkumar East. In the 
ICamshahi Reserve, on the Jaldhaka river, 37 jotes and two tea gardens 
are affected. 

In eight jotes the area, which is being taken up« has been entirely 
washed away by the river and now consist of stony river bed. 

(c) Tenants in the Western Duars hold their lands subject to the 
condition that the land will be given up free of cost, when required for 
a public purpose. They are entitled only to compensation for houses, 
trees and other improvements on the land. According to the estimate, 
the amounts payable vary from Rs. 23 up to Rs. 2,826. 


Cadre of deputy euperintendente of police. 

166. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQk (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
what is the present strength of the cadre of the deputy superintendents 
in Bengal ? 

(6) When was this strength of the'eadre fizedP 

(c) Did the Public tServices Commission recommend that the Provin¬ 
cial Police Service should be developed, and that there should be no 
hesitation in adding to the cadre to iqeet administrative requirements P 

(d) How many officers have since been added to the cadre P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the discontent amongst the 
deputy superintendents of police in connection with the revised scale 
of pay? 

(/) Is it a fact that the pay of the deputy superintendents is the 
lowest amongst all the Provincial Services with regard to their maximum 
and minimum pay as well as the rate of increment P 

ig) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason for 
this distinction P 

(k) Is it a fact that the deputy superintendents submitted a memorial 
to the Secretary of State about a year ago for improvement of their pay 
and prospects and protesting against the treatment accorded to their 
service P 

(t) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay a copy of the 
memorial and also the recommendations made by the Government on the 
table P 

(;) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to .say what orders, if 
any, h^ve been passed by the Secretary of State on the memorial P 

{k) If no orders have been received, will the Hon’ble the Member 
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Tin Hon'bte Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) The cadre oi deputy 
BuperinteDdents at present onsista of 28 permanent and two temporal^ 
posts. 

(6) and (d) It was fixed at 24 at the time of the constitntion of 
the Presidency in 1912: six posts have since been added. 

(c) Yes. 

(e) Representations on the subject Have been received from officers 
of this service. 

(/) and (g) It is difficult to make a full comparison of the rates of 
pay for the several Provincial Services, as their conditions differ. 
Looking at the one matter of pay only the answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) Yes. 

(t) and 0) ^ copy* of the memorial is laid on the library table. 
The local Government do not propose to publish the subsequent corre¬ 
spondence. 

(^) Orders have been received from the Government of India on the 
memorials in question, and the action to be taken thereon is under the 
consideration of the local Government. 

Murder of, ind injury to, raiyats in Rangpur. 

167. Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware of the following 
deaths of three raiyats, and outrages upon others, within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of two police-stations in the district of Rangpur in the course of 
three months beginning from April last:— 

(t) of the death in April last of Bani Sekh, a raiyat of the village 
of Isorkol, within the jurisdiction of the police-station of 
Kaliganj; 

(n) of the attack in May last upon the house and family of Ader 
and Sader, two brothers, raiyats of the village of Dhar- 
mapal, within the jurisdiction of the police-station of 
Jaldhaka; 

causing in the course of the attack— 

(1) the death of a son of Ader or Sader; 

(2) serious injury to the bodies and properties of Ader and' 
Sader: and 

' a 

% 

(3) outrage and serious injury to an old woman of the 
family ? 

(6) In connection with the occurrences stated in the preceding ques- * 
tion, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what e^ps are 
being taken to bring the offenders to justice ? 
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(c) What Bteps are being taken to remove the feeling of unsafety 
and helplessness of the people in the area caused by these and other 
similar occurrences F 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (6) and <c) Govern, 
ment are not aware of the facts; inquiry is being made. 

Calcutta Electric License. 

168. Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the 
Corporation of Calcutta has recommended to the Government that the 
extension of the periods of contract from 10 years to 20 years, as asked 
for by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, be not granted? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble*the Stember be pleased to state whether the 
Government have accepted the said recommendation? 

(c) If the said recommendation of the Coriwration has not been 
accepted by the Government, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased 
to state whether the Government have acceded to the request of the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation to extend the period from 10 to 
20 years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr) : (a), (b) and (c) The Corporation of Calcutta 
has recommended that a general extension of the period from 10‘ 
to 20 years should not be granted and Government have accepted this 
recommendation. The Corporation of Calcutta have, however, proposed 
that the existing option which falls due in 1928 should l)e extended 
to 1938, provided the Electric Supply Corporation agree to certain 
conditions. Government have asked for the views of the Electric Supply 
Corporation on these conditions and will await their reply before coming 
to a decision as to the extension of the existing period of the contract. 

Clooing of drainage outs In Bhagwangola. 

168. Babu 6URENDRA NARAYAN 6INHA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Det>artmeat of Irrigation be pleSed to 
lay on the table the report of the officers concerned, deputed under 
Government order, to ascertain whether the practice to close the drain* 
age cuts by the villagers to protect their aus paddy be stopped or not, 
in the area of the Bhagwangola thana in the Murshidabad district, in 
connection with the answer given by the Hon’ble the Member to my 
question No. 26 at the meeting of the Council of 28th February, 1921 ? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajedhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): The drainage con. 
ditions of the locality are under ohservatioi^ and a preliminary report 
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Biaek-Hole Memoriftl. 


170, Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN S la the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the PoUticul Department considering the desirability of 
removing the present Black Hole Memorial monument P 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The reply is in the negative. 

Expenditure: “ 35.—Industriee.” 

171. Mr, 8. M. BOSE: With reference to the supplementary grant 
of Bs. 1,06,200 made without discussion on the 15th July last under 
the head “ 35.—Industries,will the Hon*ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to make a 
statement showing the necessity for the expenditure? 

The Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: The grant which is made from year to year was requ red 
for payment of grants-in-aid to technical schools. The items of expeudi' 
ture covered by the amount are:— 

Bs. 

(1) Maintenance grants for special technical and 

industidal schools ... ... ... 73,700 

(2) Maintenance grants for miscellaneous schools ... 11,000 

(3) Building grants for 6i)ectal technical and indus¬ 

trial schools ... ... ... 16,000 

(4) Furniture grants for special technical and indus¬ 

trial schools ... ... ... 1,500 

(5) Other grants for encouragement of scientific and 

industrial education ... ... 5,000 


Total ... 1,06,200 


This sum, which used to be provided in the Education Department 
budget., should have been included iu tbe estimates of the Industries 
Department owing to tbe transfer of technical education to tbe control 
of the latter, but through oversight this was not done when the budget 
estimates for the current year were being prepared. 

Listed posts for member s of Bengal Provinoial Cisil Bervios* 

172. BMhi TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will tbe Hon'ble tbe 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 
( I) tbe date from which effect is going to be given to the increased 
rate of* pay sanctioned by tbe Secreta^ of State' for ike 
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{Z) what proTision has been made in the current year’s budget 
for the ax^ount which will be required for allowing the above 
increment; 

(d) if no provision has yet been made, when is the demand for an 
additional grant for tiie above purpose going to be made in 
the Council; 

(^) from what date can the ofRcers expect to draw their pay at-the 
increased rate P 

The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (7) Effect will be given to 
the increased rate from the Ist December, 1919 {vide Home Depart' 
ment resolution No. 1063, dated the 5th May, 1921). 

(2) and (3) No provision has been made in the current year’s 
budget for the increased ex^nditure involved, but it will be met by 
reappropriation within,the grant voted by the Council under the head 
“ V.—Land Revenue—Charges of District Administration,” to which 
head the expenditure is debitable. 

(4) The orders of Government have been communicated to the 
AccountanbGeneral, Bengal, who will now issue the necessary salary 
slips. 


Teaolwrs in secondary high schools. 

ITS. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the resolution passed at the teachers' conference held ai 
Oaibandha under the presidency of Sir P. C. Roy P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the distress of the teachers 
in secondary high schools in Bengal, aided and unaided, on account of 
inadequate salaries? 

(o) Has the Wordsworth Committee recommended anything for the 
aided and unaided secondary school teachers P 

(d) Does the Hon'ble the Minister propose to allot any sum for 
private secondary school teachers P 

(e) If so, when, and how much P 

The HoiPhle Mr. P. C. MITTER: (n) No. 

<6) Yes. 

(c) The Committee's reference was limited to teachers in Govern* 
ment stfvice. 

(d) and (e) Government does what is possible by grants*in-aid, hut 
the financial condition of the province prevents any further action in 
this direction at present. 


MiliistarW offlears of Mtloment DeparDnent 
174. UU RAFI UDDIN AHMED: {a) WiU the Hon'ble the Member 
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BXate whether the miniKlerial officers of the Settiemeut Departmeot are 
tranaferred hy the J)irec<or of Imnd Becords fix) 2 n a closing settlement 
to a new opcranoti; or is it at the discretion of the Settlement Officers to 
select their own staffs as they choose P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that sometimes raw hands 
are taken in, in preference to experienced hands already serving ii 
another settlement? 

TIM Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: (a) Under rule 140 of the Survey and Settlement Manual, 
the Director of Land Records sanctions the appointment of minis¬ 
terial officers with a pay exceeding Hs. 50 per mensem, and Settlement 
Officers sanction api^ointments below this pay. 

Sometimes in the case of a new settlement the Settlement Officer is 
selected before the time comes to appoint the ministerial staff. In 
that case he makes his own selections from the list of old hands who are 
available in consultation with the Director of Laud Becords. In other 
oases the Director of Land Becords has made preliminary appointments 
direct. 

(b) The Director of Land Becords knows of only one case in recent 
years, where a man with no previous settlement experience was 
appointed to a superior ministerial post. The appointment was made 
with great reluctance on the ground that none of the closing settlements 
could at the time provide a man with the necessary qualifications. 

Public dairies and milk supplies. 

175. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the Government have considered the desir 
ability of amending the Bengal Municipal Act and the Calcutta Muni* 
cipal Act so as to give wide jwwers of supervision and control over 
public dairies and milk supplies in the mufassal towns and in Calcutta? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle the Minister be pleased to state when the 
Bills for these amendments are likely to come up before the Council? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) Neces¬ 
sary provisions have been incorporated in the Calcutta Municipal Amend¬ 
ment Bill. The question of amending the Bengal Municipal Act, on 
similar lines is also under the consideration of Government, and the 
opinions of the mufassal municipalities have been invited on the 
proposal. 

(6) It is proposed to introduce the Calcutta Muxucipal Amendment 
Bill in the November session of the Council. Government are not at 
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NurtM of tho Midieal Collogo Hoopitid. 

17B. Babu BROiENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURIt 

(a) Will tbe Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Tiocal Self'Goyemment he pleased to state, of the 21 Indian nurses 
employed in the Eden Hospital, how many are pupil nurses; and how 
many of the rest can speak and understand Bengali? 

(b) What is the average number of patients per nurse in the— 

(t) European; and 

(tt) Bengali wards, 

respectively P 

(c) Is the Hon*ble the Minister aware of the shortage of nurses at 
the Medical College Hospital ? 

The Hon’blo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) There are 

16 pupil nurses. It is reported that all the rest speak and understand 
Bengali. 

(6) The Eden Hospital with 105 beds has an establishment of 66 
nurses, of whom 33 are allotted to the European wards (45 beds) and 
33 to the Indian wards (60 beds). The duties connected with the care 
of the larger numl)er of patients in the Indian wards are, however, 
generally so heavy that some of the nurses are frequently taken away 
from the European wards and employed for duty with Indian patients. 

(c) The Superintendent, Medical College Hospitals, is making an 
inquiry into the nursing resources and requirements of the hospitals 
under him and the matter will be considered by Government on receipt 
of his report. 


Public Health Department. 

177. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAYs Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement of the staff employed in the Public 
Health Department drawing pay of more than Rs. 250 per month, 
showing— 

(t) their names; 

(tt) the period of their service in the department; 

(itt) which of them are in the permanent list and which in the 
temporary list; 

(tv) the nature of their work; and 

(v) how many of them can deliver lectures in Bengali, and what are 
their names? 
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Veterinary assistants. 

178. BiAu 8ATI8H CHANDRi^ MUKHARJl! (a) WiU the 

Hon*ble the Miaister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to say whether the Goyemment are considering 
the desirability of increasing the pay of veterinary assistants, as in 
the case of the pay of sub-inspectors of police, sub-inspectors of exci^, 
sub-assistant surgeons and sub-inspectors of schools? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the complaint of the 
veterinary assistants that they suffer much owing to the absence or 
inadequacy of quarters? 

(c) If so, are the Government taking any action in the matter? 

(d) Has the attention of the Hon’hle the Minister been drawn to 
another complaint that the scale of travelling allowances to these officers 
is at present insufficient? 

(e) If so, are the Government taking any steps to readjust the same ? 

(/) Are the veterinary assistants allowed any cycle or house allow¬ 
ance? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that these officers are required 
to makid long journeys in the interior and much of their time is lost by 
travelling on ^t? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
orders insisting on each such officer keeping a cycle, and of providing 
him with a suitable allowance for the same ? 

The Honnila tiM Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 
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The Honnila tiM Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 







(c) Tha matter is under oonsideration. 

(d) Yea. 

(e) The matter ia under consideration. 

(/) The stationary Teterinary assistants, and the itinerant veterinary 
assistant in Darjeeling and elsewhere, if, in charge of a dispensary, get 
a bouse allowance of Bs. 5 a month or free quarters. No cycle allow¬ 
ance is allowed. 

ig) No. 

(h) No. 


Location of liquor shops. 

179. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the rule regulating the location 
of a liquor shop is not observed in practice, and that, as a matter of 
fact, it is brohen in about 75 per cent, of locations P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The rule is rarely violated. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; In how many instances has 
the rule been violated in the present year and under what circumstances P 

The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 

Bahadur: I am not in a position just now to reply to this question. I 
should like to have fresh notice of it. 


Platforms and overhead bridges on oertain stations on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway (Murshidabad section). 

180. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: (a) Has 

the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart¬ 
ment of Piihlic Works been drawn to the great inconvenience felt by 
the passengers, especially the females, on account of the absence of 
mi island platform and overhead bridge at Krishnagar city station and 
Beldanga station on the Eastern Bengal Bailway (Murshjdabad 
branch) where the up and down trains meetP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of moving 
the railway authorities to take early steps to construct such island 
platforms and overhead bridges at this station P 

The Hon’blc the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Kban Bahadurs (a) No. 


Expenditura: “ 33.—Public Heitth.’* 

181. Mr. 8. M. BOSEs With reference to the supplementary grant 
of Rs. 80,000 made without discussion on the 16th July lart, under 
head “ 33—Public Health/* will the Hon*ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to make .a state* 
ment showing the necessity for the expenditure? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; A supplemeii* 
fury grant of Rs. 80,000 was not made, but that sum, which was included 
in the sums already voted by the Council, was transferred from the 
head “ 33—Public Health ** to the head ** 42 —Waterways and Embank¬ 
ments—Public Works Department,** so that it might be available for 
expenditure by the Irrigation Department, which executes anti-malarial 
drainage schemes and makes surveys of them for the Public Health 
Department. Of the total of Rs. 80,000, the sum of Rs. 16,000 is 
required for expenditure on surveys and Rs. 65,000 for expenditure on 
the Arapanch drainage scheme. This scheme provides for the drainage 
of the Arapanch basin, a waterlogged area of about 30 square miles in 
the 24-Pargana8. The work is estimated to cost altogether Rs. 1,10,000 
and is being carried out at the entire cost of Government. 

i 

Muhtmnuiilm on the Dacca University staff. 

182. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Edu¬ 
cation be pleased to state the number of Muhammadan officers, professors, 
lecturers, etc., who served in the Dacca College before the Dacca 
University came into existence? 

(6) What monthly salary did each of them draw, and in what 
capacity? 

(c) How many of them have been provided for in the Dacca Univer¬ 
sity; in what poets, and with what salaries? 

(d) What do the Government propose to do for the others? 

(e) Is it a fact that the services of some lecturers are to be dispensed 
with; if so, why? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of providing for 
those whose services have not been retained for the University? 

(ff) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing— 

(s) the number of posts carrying a salary of Rs. 100 and upwards 
sanctioned for the Dacca University; 






(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to indicate what 
special pririlegesi if any, are proposed to be provided for the Mnham- 
*madan' community (students, professors and officers) in the Dacca 
TTniversity P 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTERi (a), (6) and (c) Particulars are 
given in list (A) below. 

(d) apd (/) Government are not able to give information about the 
future of the clerk on Rs. 16—1—20 and the compounder on Rs. 15—1— 
20 . 

(e) It is not a fact. 

(g) («) (it) A statement (B) compiled from the latest information 
that Government has, is laid on the table. 

(m) Government are informed by the Vice-Chancellor that few 
applications have been received from qualified Muhammadan candidates. 

(h) Attention is invited to His Excellency the Chancellor’s reply to 
a deputation of the District Muslim Association on August 16th, who 
placed before him representations regarding the University. The reply 
has been published in the newspapers. 


List (A) referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 182 (a), 

(h) and (c). 


Iti Bengal EiHucntionnI Service— 


1. Pay Rm. &00 

2. n 460 


Profeiwor of Aral>ic 
and Persian. 

Ditto 


Provided for elsewhere 
by Q«>veniment. 

Reader in Persian sod 
Urdu, Dacca UoiTer* 
aity, Ka. 460. 


In Subordinate Educational Service— 


3. Pay Re. 150 


Lecturer in Arabic Provided for eleewbere' 

and Pereian. by Government. 


In Lower Subordinate Educational Service— 

4. Pay Rs. 16—1—20 ... Clerk. 

6. „ „ 36—2—46 ... Gymnastic toaoher... Provided for eleewbert 

by Goveromeut. 


Antuda tka vrarli 


Statement B referred io in the reply to claueet {g) (*) ond (*0 ®/ 
unitarred quettum Bo. 1&2, ehxnoing paste in Dacca Unveenity 
carrying a talary of B>t. 100 and nptoarde. 

1 Vioe Chaocellor. 

1 Libraritii. 

3 ProvoaU of the Hells (1 Muhamuiadeu). 

1 BeKirtrerfMuliemtiiedan). 

1 Steward. 

1 Sub’Librariaii (MuhainmadaD). 

1 Peraoiial Asaiataut to Vioe*CliaDoe]]or. 

1 Stenographer to Viue-Cbaiicellor^ 

1 Head Accountant. 

1 Head Aasiataut (Muhamuiadan). 

1 Stenographer. 

1 Medical Officer. 

9 Professors (1 Muhamuiadan). 

19 Beadera (3 Muhammadans). 

32 Lecturers (6 Muhammadans). 

16 Assistants (1 Muhammadan). 

9 Demonstrators (1 MnbammadanX i 


Gaioutta Univerai^ Aocounfa. 

183. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the DepaHment of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table the abstract accounts of the Calcutta University for the years 
19X8—^20, as audited by the Government auditor, with the auditor's 
report on the same ? 

Tha Hon^ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A copy of the accounts for the 
year 1918-19 was laid on the table in reply to a question asked at the 
meeting of July 4th, 1921. No later accounts have been leccived from 
the University. 


CtaBsioal tebohen, 

184. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say 
why, under notification No. 229 A., dated the 11th March, 1920. which 
last sanctioned promotions to the Subordinate . Educational Service, 
some classical teachers were not taken into that service? 


(c) Is it a fact that in some of the schools where there are two 
manlvis both teachinff classical subjects, such as Arabic and Persian, 
one has been placed in the Subordinate Educational Service and the 
other in the Yernacular Teachership Service? 

(d) If the answer to clause (c) is in the afiirmatiTe, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this differential treat* 
ment? 

{e) Is it a fact that the second pandits are holders of Vernacular 
Teachership Certificates and they teach Bengali, classes III to VIII. 
generally ? 

if) Is it a fact that the maulyis who have been placed in the 
Vernacular Teacliership Service are compared with the second pandits? 

{g) If so, will the Kon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons why some of the maulyis who do not teach yernacular subjects 
nor hold vernacular diplomas, are in the same category as second 
pandits ? 

{h) Will the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for promoting the maulvis of the Chittagong and Dacca Moslem High 
English Schools and of the Anglo-Persian Department of the Calcutta 
Madrasah to the Subordinate Educational Service? 

(t) What is the reason why the cases of mony senior and able 
maulvis were left out and many junior men were taken into the Sub* 
ordinate Educational Service ? 

(;) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) why recently six maulvis, ten sec^ond pandits and nine drill and 
drawing masters (all the 25 belonging to the Vernacular 
Teachership Service) have been enlisted for the Subordinate 
Educational Service; 

(tt) why the four maulvis of the Pabna, Malda, Bangpur and Baj* 
shahi Government Schools have not been so enlisted? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing all 
the maulvis mentioned in (;) (t) and (tt) in the Subordinate Educa* 
tional Service in order of their seniority? 

Thd Hoii*bto Mr. P. G. MITTER: (a) Except in the cases of the 
Hare, Hindu and Sanskrit Collegiate Schools, the Anglo-Persian 
Department of the Calcutta Madrasah and the two Moslem high schools 
at Dacca and Chittagong, the secondary education scheme, so far as it 
related to classical teachers, provided posts in the Subordinate Educa¬ 
tional Service only for head pandits and head maulvis in high schools. 
Accordingly, only the head pandits and head maulvis were promoted 
to the Subordinate Educational Service when the scheme was given 


f 


(6) No. 

(c) Yes. . 

(d) A I'eference is invited to the answer given to clause (a) above. 

(e) This is not invariably true. There are oases in which junior 
pandits aro holders of Sanskrit Title Examination Certificates and teach 
Sanskrit. 

(/) Yes. 

(ff) A reference is invited to answer given to clause (a) above. 

(A) The Maslein High Schools at Chittagong and Dacca each received 
two posts in the Subordinate Kducatiomil Service for inaulvis and 
the Anglo-Persian Dei)artraent of the Calcutta Madrasah three such 
posts, partly because of their spt«‘ial importance and partly because of 
their special requirements as coniiminul institutions. 

(t) Except in the institutions- mentioned in the answer to clause (a) 
above, head maulvis of all high schools were pnunoted to the subordi* 
nate Educational Sei'vice. Some of these officere wei-e junior in service 
Id other classical teachers, who could not- he admitted to the Subordinate 
Educational Service; but, in view of the fact that the former were 
previously appointed as head maulvis in consideration of their qualifica¬ 
tions and merits in supersession of the claims of the latter officcis 
the b<^ad maulvis were given preference. 

(;’) (i) A ropy* of this office circular‘No. 2, dated the 13th January, 
1921, which explains itself, is laid ou the library table. 

(ii) These maulvis were not recommended by their Divisional 
Inspectors of Schools. 

(k) The cases of the maulvis referred td in (;) (ii) above cannot 
be considered unless they can satisfy their Divisional Inspectors ns to 
their su itability for promotion to the higher seivic^. The claims of 
oIRcW^'eferred to in (}) (t) are considered in the order of seniority as 
vacancies arise. 


Calcutta University scholars. 

185. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALIS (a) Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on tlie 
table a statement showing the namc'S of the persons who passed the 
B.A., M.A. and M.Sr. Examinations with distinction in any subject 
during the years 19J.3 to 1920 from the Calcutta University? 

. (h) Which of these person.^ were awarded the Premchand Baychand 
studentship in the years referred to ? 

(c) Are any of these persons in Government service at present? 

{d) If so, where are they employed and what salaries do each draw? 
(e) Will the Hon'ble the Minister give in detail their career? 


the Hon’bte P. C. HITTER: (a) and (b) The names may be 
seen on reference to the calendar of the University. 

(c), (d) and (e) So far as is known to the Department of Education, 
the only one now in the service of Government is Professor Dhires 
Chandra Acharyya of the Sanskrit College. His present pay is Rs. 250 
in the Bengal Educational Service, He took second class Honours in 
Sanskrit at B.A. in 1911, M.A. in class II in Group A in 1913, and in 
class I in Group E in 1917. He obtained the Premchand Kaychand 
studentship in 1910. He was appointed Librarian, Sanskrit College, 
Calcutta, on Rs. 50 in the Subordinate Educational Service on 23rd 
November, 1914, and was appointed Professor in the Bengal Educa¬ 
tional Service from 13th October, 1920. 


Admission of students into the Daooa Universityt 

186. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement indicating the number of studetits, class by 
class, admitted this session into the intermediate colleges at Dacca, 
and the various departments of studies conducted by the Dacca 
University? 

(5) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to say whether it is 
a fact that less than half the residential and teaching accommodation 
provided by the University of Dacca has been filled up? 

Tho Hon’hle Mr. P. G. MiTTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) The University anticipated and provided accommoda^^gS 
1,000 students this year. Up to 24lh August, 1921, 734 had been 
admitted, of whom 259 were resident and 475 non-resident. It is not 
known to Government what proportion of the residential accommoda¬ 
tion is still vacant. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 186 (a), 
shovfinff the number of students, class by class, admitted this session 
into the Intermediate Colleges at Dacca and the vanous departments 
of studies conducted by the Dacca University. 


INTERMEDIATE COLLECrES AT DACCA. 


1. Dacos Intermediate College— 
First year Arts 
,, Science 


Kom^ of 

91 

93 



Jagannatb Intermediftte Gollai^a 




Nambtrol 

MadsatB. 

Hrat year 

Arts 

e •• 


• ae 

130 

•f 

Science 

• ee 

1 •• 

• •• 

31 

Vocational 

Commerce 

• •• 

•ee 

• ee 

92 


Dyeing 

• ♦a 

a*e 


41 

Second year 

Arts 


• •• 

•e 

47 

tt 

Science 

• ee 



9 

lalemic Intermediate College— 





First year 


• e* 

• • • 

• ee 

21 

Second year 

e eft 

a ee 

• • • 

e«« 

1 

ISden Girls’— 






First year Arte 

• •a 

eee 

• •• 

15 


DACCA 

UNIVIURSITY. 



Arts 


««• 


e •• 

468 

Science 


• ea 

••e 

• •• 

123 

baw «»• 

eee 

• a e 



143 




Total 

• •• 

734 


Alumni of Calcutta University. 

187. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hou’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the respective ages at which the 
different alumni of the Calcutta University appeared at the Entrance 
■Jr^mi^tions before 1910 who subsequently obtained— 

i) the Premchand Baychand Scholarship; 

(it) the degree of D.L.; 

(Hi) the degree of M.D.; and 

(tv) the degree of M.A. (first in the firsi ^division), but not 
included in (i) to (tit)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on tbe table. 

Statement A referred to in the reply to, unAtarred q-nenfion No, 187j nhmo^ 
ing the respective ages at which ike undermentioned alumni of the 
Calcutf-a University appeared at the. Entrance Examination before 
1910 who subsequently obtained the Premchand Roychand 
Scholarship, 

Af oCpaKiot tb« Botruie 
IsMiJutlBa. 

Yn. N. 

16 0 

16 4 


NUM. 

Miikhoptdliyay, Atntotli 
Trivedi) Rameodrasuodar 



KUM. 


▲ge of tb« Kntmaoo 

BxftiulMtion. 





Yra. 

M. 

Majuiiiiiar, Upeticlralai 

• •• 

«•» 

a 

15 

0 

Wheeltr, E. M. 

• ea 

aa 

13 

3 

Bhattacliaryya, Janakiiiatli 

• •• 

aaa 

16 

0 

Dutt, Hircndranuth 

• •• 

aaa 

17 

0 

Gbattuk, Mobinikanta 

«•* 

• aa 

16 

0 

Bbaduri, JyotibhuBan 

• •• 

aaa 

14 

2 

' Batidyopaciliyay, SHtiahuiiaiiUra 

• •a 

aaa 

14 

9 

Ohakrabarti, Jnanaaran 

• ■ • 

aaa 

14 

0 

Earkar, Jadnoatb 

a •• 

aaa 

16 

2 

Brabmacliari, Indubbusati 

• •• 

«#• 

U 

0 

Seitf Priyanath 

• •• 

aaa 

15 

1 

De. Krisbnapratiad 


• aa 

13 

0 

Bbuttacbaryya, Krialiuaeliaudra 

• •• 

• aa 

17 

3 

Son, Jatiiidranath 

a « * 

aaa 

U 

0 • 

Mnkbopadbyay, Adityanath 

• •a 

aaa 

16 

0 

Gangopadtiyay, Plmuindrulal 

• •• 

aaa 

15 

0 

Mnkbopadbyay, Itaduakiiinnd 

• •• 

aaa 

13 

0 

Niyogi, PaTiubaiiUM 

• •• 

• a a 

15 

10 

Qlioae, PrapImllaclianflrH 

« •« 

a oa 

14 

11 

Busah, NuhugaiirniigH 

• •• 

• a a 

17 

0 

Bagubi, Haridaa 

• •• 

aaa 

15 

3 

Sarkar. Aunkulchandra 

• •• 

a*a 

14 

6 

Seiigupta, fleioondrakuinar 

• ee 

*aa 

15 

2 

Ray, MaiiiDUtliaiiath 


aaa 

15 

6 

Majumdar, Siiroiidranath 

» • 0 

«aa 

14 

■ 

Majumdar, Raiiie>'ehuii<ira 

• e • 

aaa 

14 


De, Bimanhiliari 

ea • 

aaa 

14 

3 

Mnkbopadbyay, Girindralal 

• ee 

aaa 

16 

2 

Bandyopadbyay, Qnnrangatiatii 

• aa 

aaa 

15 

5 

M nkhopodhyay, Bbiijaiigabbushan 

• •a 

a aa 

12 

n 

Gangopadliyay, Surendrainohati 

• ■a 

a aa 

16 

n 

Mukbopadliyay, Radhakainal 

aaa 

aaa 

IH 

2 

Law, Nareudranatb 

• • • 

aaa 

16 

11 

Bandyopadbyay, Sudhanenkimiar 

• aa 

aaa 

14 

11 

Dutt, Rasiklal 

aaa 

aaa 

U 

U 

Gboab, Hrajendratiath 

• a a 

aaa 

15 

0 

Gbattupadbyay, Snuitikumar 

• aa 

aaa 

16 

2 

Maitra, Sustikuinar 


aaa 

16 

2 

De, Suailkuraar 

aaa 

aaa 

12 

11 

Sen, Suretidranath 

aai 

aaa 

15 

0 

Dutt, Bibimtibhuslian 

• aa 

aaa 

15 

2 



Kmdr. 


4e>! of pftmlHir tbv liiitraiiM 
RxHDituUon. 





Yni. 

If. 

OhoMh, Jiiaiiendracliandra 

• •• 

• •• 

U 

n 

Bancrjee, Praffiathanatli 


• •• 

14 

2 

Acharyj'a, Dhireeoliandra 


••• 

16 

0 

Bhafctacbary.va, HariiUs 

• •• 

• •• 

• 16 

2 

Saha, MoghnaJ 

• •• 


15 

1 


Statement B referred to in the reply to vnstarred qvation No. 187^ show* 
ing the respective ages at which the vndemientioned alumni of the 
Calcutta University appeared at the. Kntrance Examination before 
1910 who subsequently obtained the V.L. degree. 


Name. 





Yra. 

M. 

Handyopadhyay, Saratuhandra. 

• •• 

• •a 

17 

u 

Sen, Priyanatli 

• •• 

aaa 

16 

1 

Baaak, Saratchandra 

• •• 

• •a 

U 

0 

Mitrn, Owarkanath 

... ' 

• aa 

13 

9 

Seugupta, Nareachandra 

• •• 

• at 

13 

3 


statement C referred to in the reply to unstarred questina No. 187^ shou'ing 
the respective ages at which the Hndermtinliiine,fi alumni of the 
Calcutta University appeared at the Entrance Exaniination before 
^who MU^eqiiently obtained the M.T). degree. 

K«m«. 


Sarkar, Nilratau 

a at 

• •a 

Yrn. 

18 

M. 

0 

Sarbadhilcart, SureHprasnd 


a a « 

16 

0 

Sen, Hemchatidra 

a a • 

tat 

15 

1 

Brahmacliari, Upendraiintli 

aaa 

a a a 

13 

5 

Hitra, Gaaendrauath 

a a a 

aaa 

15 

0 

Mailik, Iiidnmadhab 

■ at 

aa a 

16 

0 

Bay, Bidhanchandra 

aaa 

a •» 

14 

4 

Gbosh, Harinath 

• a« 

a.aa 

17 

0 

Mutra, Jitendranath 

• •• 

• at 

16 

11 

SengupU, Kalioiranjai) 

••• 

• •a 

14 

11 

baa, Harendraoath 

a*t 

at* 

16 

0 

Gboab, Ekendranath 

aa« 

•ta 

18 

0 

Gangopadbyay, Harihar 

• •• 

at* 

15 

0 








Statement D referred to in the reply to unstarred question ^o. 187^ shoiving 
the respective ages at which the undermentioned alumni of the 
Calcutta University appeared at the Entrance Examination before 
1910 who subsequently obtained the M»A. degree, standing first tn the 


first class. 

Nktoe. 



Age of laaeiDg the Bntnnee 

BumlnettoD. 

Yrtu M. 

Das, Kailaigobinda 

• •• 

aaa 

17 

0 

Rajabaliadur 


• a# 

19 

0 

Dandyopadliyay, Kuiiiadinikanta 


aaa 

16 

0 

Niyogi, Gotikrishua 

• •• 

aaa 

16 

0 

Alxlur Rahim 

• •• 

aaa 

17 

0 

Ghosh, Gopaicbandra 

• • a 

aaa 

17 

0 

Goswaini, Bidhubhushan 

• •• 

aaa 

19 

0 

Nag, Giriaobandra 

• •• 

aaa 

18 

4 

Sen, Jagadiscbandra 

aa« 

aaa 

17 

0 

Majnmdar, Syainaprasanna 

#«• 

aaa 

17 

0 

Mukhopadhyay, Satyachandra 

• •• 

aaa 

15 

6 

Das, Gobtadachaudra 

• • • 

aaa 

17 

0 

Bandyopodhyay, Lalitkamar 


a«« 

14 

0 

Bandyopadhyay, JuaDrunjan 

• • • 

aa a 

13 

10 

Kurfarma, Surjokumar 

• oa 

aaa 

17 

8 

Chattopadliyay, Brajeudranath 

• •• 

»» w 

17 

0 

Chattopadhyay, Jyotiprosad 


a»a 

15 

0 

Suhrawardy, Zabadur Rahim Zabtd 

saa 

a aa 

15 

0 

Seo, Binoyendranath 

aaa 

aaa 

15 

0 

Chattopadhyay, Rakbaldas 

X s 

aaa 

13 


Bhaduri, Kulabhualian 

a«a 

aa# 

16 

0 

Chaudburt, Pramathaiiath 

••• 

aaa 

16 

2 

Tbakur, Aksbaykumar ^ 

••• 

aaa 

16 

0 

Bandyopadhyay, Muralidfaar 

•aa 

aaa 

19 

0 

Bhaduri, ludabhoahan 

•aa 

aaa 

15 

2 

Mitra, JyoUschaodra 

a*a 

aaa 

15 

5 

Bhattacliaryya, Asutosh 

aaa 

aaa 

17 

8 

Sen, Bipinbiiiari 

aas 

aaa 

17 

6 

Biswaa, Ranjabihm 

aaa 

aaa 

16 

0 

Mukliopadhyay, Nandalal 

a»a 

aaa 

14 

0 

Lola, Digambarlnl 

aaa 

aaa . 

15 

8 

Chakrabarti, Hrieikeah 

• aa 

aaa 

16 

0' 

Pal, Aautoah 

aaa 

aaa 

14 

3 

Mukhopadbyay, Baokimohandra 

iaa 

aaa 

17 

0 

Bandyopadhyay, Upendralat 

aaa 

aaa 

19 

6 

Bhadra, Satyendranath 

Han. Privanaf.k 

aa« 

aaa 

12 

0 



Nmm« 


at pMinf (b* SatnaM 
KuMoMioait 


Cliakrabarti, Brajalal 
Chakrabaiti, Sc^atknmar 
Bandyopadhyay, Sikharnath 
Bay, JoaneDdranath 
Mukbopadliyay, Bijaygopal 
De, Harioath 
Ouha, AbioaBohandra 
BhaUoolitryya, Krialinachandra 
Mitra, Apurbakriahoa 
Mukhopadhyay, Aswiaikumar 
Qaogopadhyay, Unricharan 
Majmndar, Jadiinath 
Kundu, Pumachatidra 
Mukh<*padhyay, Hareodrakumar 
Siibrawardy, Abdulla>al>Mamun 
Chattupadhyay, Santoah 
Baeu, Hemchandra 
Chaiidhury, Harilal 
Dkitt, Saratchaodra 
Sen, Saileawar 
Goawami, Bhat^abaikumar 
Chattopadbyay, Pramatbanath 
Mitra. Khageiidranath 
&K^irraalchandra 

^n^^^bruiiamay 
Bhattacharyya, Bamacharau 
Saha, Baidyanath 
Pandeya, Ramavatara Samia 
Acharyya, Satiacliandra 
Bandyopadliyay, Dargacharan 
Ghakrabarti, Bagalapraaaniia 
Bandyopadbyay, Jitendraial 
Syed, Ata Haaain 
Guha LaUlchandra 

Baaa, Anakulcltandra 
Gangopadliyay, Sitalakanta 
Bliattacharyya, Purnacbandra 
Mukhopadhyay, AmalkrUhna 
Bandyopadhyay, Dharmadaa 
Ghakrabarti, Prapliollakumar 
Ghoah, RaHndranarayair 


• aa 

aaa 

Yra. 

16 

If. 

0 


aaa 

15 

0 

««• 

aaa 

15 

4 

aaa 

aaa 

13 

9 

aaa 

aaa 

16 

0 

• •• 

aaa 

U 

10 

aaa 

aaa 

15 

9 

aaa 

aaa 

16 

6 

aaa 

aaa 

14 

0 

^ aaa 

aaa 

14 

4 

• aa 

aaa 

15 

0 

aaa 

aaa 

15 

6 

aaa 

aaa 

15 

5 

aaa 

aaa 

16 

2 

aaa 

aaa 

14 

0 

aaa 

aaa 

12 

6 

• aa 

aaa 

15 

0 

... ‘ 

aaa 

17 

0 

aaa 

aaa 

16 

8 

aaa 

aaa 

43 

9 

aaa 

*aa 

17 

2 

... y 

^ ... 

17 

10 

aaa 

aaa 

13 

0 

aaa 

aaa 

13 

10 

*•9 

• aa 

13 

3 

aaa 

a a# 

16 

2 

a aa 

• aa 

16 

0 

aaa 

—' a 

aaa 

18 

a 

9 

aaa 

aaa 

17 

5 

aaa 

aaa 

17 

6 

aaa 

aaa 

14 

0 

aaa 

aaa 

14 

5 

• aa 

aaa 

15 

6 

aaa 

• 9 % 

14 

10 

aaa 

aaa 

15 

10 

aa 

*aaa 

17 

0 

aaa 

aaa 

16 

11 

f 

aaa 

•aa 

14 

1 


• aa 

16 

0 

aaa 

••• 

15 

0 

aaa 

••a 

13 

6 

A 



Nanw. 


Af» of tb« Eatn 

SSMUiutiOlk 


Maitra, Manuranjan 

• 

• aa 

Yrs. 

k. 

11 

Gupta, Atulchandra 

• aa 

aaa 

U 

11 

Ghoeh, Nareachandra . 

• aa 

• at 

t5 

0 

Mallik, Surendrainadliab 

aaa 

• •a 

13 

11 

Beau, Debendramohati 

aaa 

• •• 

14 

2 

Maitra, Nikhilnath 

• aa 

aaa 

14 

11 

Lala, Aautoah 

eta 

a •• 

17 

‘ 1 

Datt, Pulinbiliari 

aaa 

a •• 

14 

9 

Mukliopodhyay, Ohirendranath 

• aa 

• aa 

12 

5 

'Gbuab, PaDChaDan 

aao 

• •• 

13 

0 

Mukhopadhyay, Jogeschandra 

aaa 

••a 

16 

7 

Gbatak, Nisbifbaoath 

aaa 

a •• 

16 

8 

Binwaa, Gharucbandra 

• aa 


14 

8 

Bandyopadhyay, Krishnadban 

aa« 

• aa 

13 

6 

Gboaal, Girijabhuahau 

•aa 

aaa 

15 

5 

Bagcbi, Bireswar 

• aa 

• •• 

16 

6 

Maitra, Asutoah 

• •• 

• a a 

15 

0 

Gliosh, Pbauiudranath 

aaa 

• aa 

15 

2 

Hukhopodbyay, Kantichaudra 

a aa 

• •• 

16 

8 

Chattopadhyay, Bebatinath 

• aa 

• 0 a 

13 

5 

Cbattopadhyay, LaksbnunarayaTi 

•aa 

a ■ a 

15 

4 

Nepalcliandra 


• • 0 

14 

11 

Kar, Siteachandra 

• aa 

aaa 

15 

0 

Dutt, Saileudranath 


• a' 

18 

4 

Cbattopadhyay, Pbanibhuaban 


« aa 

16 


Kbaitan, Kaliprasad 

a a a 

... .U,i 


0 

Bhattacharyya, Paaiipatioatb 

aaa 

../if; 

-'17 

7 

Mukhupadbyav, Subodbchandra ^ 


••• 

13 

6 

Chandra, NirmalchatMi.^-' 

a •• 

... ■ 

**• t 

16 

2 

Cbattopadhyay, Basantakumar 

• aa 

14 

1 

Ray, Priyadaranjan 

• aa 

.( 

»•• ^ 

14 

0 

Bandyopndiiyay, Srikuiiiur 

aaa 

» 

• •• 

11 

11 

Mukhopadhyay, Naiinimoban 

»• a 

aaa 

• 

13 

7 

Miutra, Saileudranath 

aaa 

«•• 

14 

10 

Dutt, Satyeudrauatb 

1 . 

aa* 

a •• 

17 

9 

Mukhopadhyay, Paucliatiiindas 

•aa 

\ 

••a 

16 

0 

Sarkar, Ambujakaba 

aaa 

• •• 

14 

6 

Majumdar, Naretidrakiimar 

aaa 

• aa 

14 

11 

Ghosh, Satiscbandra 

• a a 

••a 

14 

0 

Baruya, Beniroadhab' 

aaa 

aaa 

17 

3 

Raychaudhnri, Hemchandra 

aaa 

aat 

14 

9 




Kama. 


Afe of poMnir tbo Votraneu 
SsMBlitatteo, 


Mahammsd Sanaullah 


• aa 

Yrs. 

16 

M. 

1 

Gupta, Kiaoriraohan 

• •• 

aaa 

Ifi 

2 

Oaa, (Jobitidacharan 


• a 

17 

9 

Baau, Hemeodrakumar 

• e 

aaa 

15 

4 

Sarkor, Mailhusudan 

• a* 

• aa 

16 

9 

Ghoah, Debaprasad 

• •• 

aaa 

13 

10 

Bhattacbaryya, Bishnupuda 

• as 

aaa 

14 

2 

Chattopadhyay. Phanibliuahan 

aaa 

• at 

18 

11 

Dntt, NalHakaha 

•e* 

aaa 

14 

4 

A. N. M. Ali Hasan 

• a* 

aaa 

16 

5 

Baodyopadhyay, Rabindranath 

• aa 

aaa 

14 

I 

Singha, Jogiachandra 


aaa 

15 

10 

Pal, Bholaoatb 

• as 

aa« 

16 

9 

•Giiha, Jitendranath 

• •• 

a •# 

16 

10 

Bbattacharyya, Gupalcliandra 

• •• 

aaa 

16 

2 

Chukrabarti, Prabhatcliandra 

• •a 

aa# 

13 

10 

Law, Bimalacharao 

• •a 

aaa 

17 

1 

Bandyopadtiyay, Tnduhhnahan 

... ‘ 

aaa 

IH 

9 

Chattopadhyay, Satischaudra 

• aa 

aaa. 

18 

0 

Research work entitled 

“ Socie 

[✓in 

Evolution. 

9f 


188. Babu HEM CHANDRAMmER: Will jlhe nonM)le the 
chaise of the I)eparJ|l(Rit of Education he plenwid to lay 
nr^^PR^a^opy of the work of Dr. Ham I)a» Khnii on 

’ Society in P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. alcutta i-eports 

that no such work i^availahle. ' 


Staffs if the Calcutta and Dacca Universities. 

- 189. Rai RAHDA CHARAN PAL ^hadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
ITinister in charge Jf tlie DepartmerS of Education he pleased to place 
on the table a statezlent conta^ing the salaries (with grades if any) of 
the officers and members of the. teaching staffs of the Calcutta and 
Dacca Uniyersities ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. P. 0. M1TTER: The statement* is laid on the 
library table. 




Resolutions 

(under the rules for the disoussion of matters of general publio bitorost)- 

m 

Typists and Copyists. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: ' This Council 
recommends to the Government (i) that the typists and copyists of the 
Civil, Criminal and Revenue Courts be organised into a regular establish¬ 
ment with fixed salaries on a time-scale basis, on such conditions and 
privileges as are attached to Government services; and (u) that the ser¬ 
vices of the existing typists and copyists be counted towards their 
pension/’ 

It is not known when the system of remunerating copyists of Civil 
and Criminal Courts by means of fees was first introduced. It appears 
that the system was first introduced in the Revenue Courts in 1850 and 
we also find that the system was in existence in the Civil and Criminal 
Courts in 1861. It is not clear what was the basic principle of this system. 
The present scale of fees, I believe, was introduced in the year 1890. 
The late Hon’ble Babu Saligram Singh in 1904 drew the attention of 
the Government of Bengal to the case of the copyists, which hoped to 
be able to effect some improvement in their position. The Government 
of Bengal recommended to the Government of India that those copyists 
in Civil and Criminal (Jliirts in Bengal who were permanently employed 
shoul^be brought within”scope of article 380 of the Civil Service 
Regulations. But, unfortunal.dv, the Government of India considering 
that the works performed by theih -S^g to a large extent mecha nical and 
therefore rightly paid by the pieceworlNe^tem did not 
mendation of the Government of BengaT *nd improvement 

resulted from this correspondence. 

‘ Typists an^.;^vyis^,.po.^j;ytaM'<tk^'^iX.'^iiiBteritf]^fficvs, possess almost 
similar qualificatibhTr^^hough they are almost <2 a '^r at tha time of 
admission into their services their career, emolimentss prospects and 
privileges vary enormously at the subsequent staMs. The latter class 
enjoys many and varied privileges in the shape of fixed salaries, incre¬ 
ments to pay, promotion, leay^' an^ other allowance, occasional bonuses 
and pension in old age, while all that the former »3t8 is strictly limited' 
to the wages they earn by copying documents on tfie piecework system, 
without a single one of the very many privileges enjoyed by the latter 
class. Even admission of the former class to the appointments held by 
the latter class at any subsequent stage is, as a rule, denied to the former 
class. So, to all intents and purposes, the typists and copyists are much 
in the same position as ministerial officers so far as conditions of service 
and discipline are concerned minus the attendant privileges relating 


the Qoyerninent to the latter class in ameliorating their condition in the 
shape of proposed grant of increased pay and allowances recommended 
by the HcAlpin Committee. ' 

The following are the grieyances of typists and copyists: — 

(а) The typists and copyists are not classed as Government servants 
with the attendant privileges relating-to leave, pension and gratuity, etc. 

(б) The appointment of a copyist or a typist to a pensionable post 
is of ra^ occurrence, and even when it is made their previous services 
do not count towards pension. 

(c) That additional works which were formerly used to be done by 
ministerial officers have now devolved upon the typists and copyists under 
rule 5, Chapter XII, page 300 ot.High Court Circular, Civil, Volume 1, 
and rule 4, Chapter X, page 2S7 of High Court Cii*cular, Criminal, 
Volume I; for these they receive no remuneration. The absence of 
payment for such additional work adds greatly to their numerous hard> 
ships. 


(d) At present only a portion of the income derived from the copying 

department by the sale of folios and special fees for copying maps is 
devoted towards the payment of their wages but the income derived from 
court-fee stamps for certified copies, and‘ in the shape of expedition fee, 
searching fee and court fees on application for copies, are totally denied 
to them. ^ 

(e) They are considered to be officers w^imout substantive appoint¬ 
ment, vide article 140 (•*:!), Civil Service^lK^ulations. The payment of 
the typists and copyists by the piece||Mc system is a great grievance. 

B ris^^ave no means of earning a livelihood 

^8 which extend over three months or so in 
o 4 ^^|nanything during the period of their 

ijoy privileges as to leaveand having spent 
vemment service they have to retire from it 
aity t(tf all back upon, in times of pecuniary 

\ 

are theAentiiM to any extra or additional 
ttsation almwance,Var allowance, etc., which 

\ 

(t) They are liable to be turned out at any time if their earnings fall 
short of the minimum fixed under High Court rules however loi^ and 
faithful their services may be. 


The prices of food-stufis and ail other necessaries of life have gone up 
immensely and it is simply impossible to make two ends meet in these 


ministerial staff and they too require respite and rest at the end of their 
service like other officers in the employ of Government. 

The Government has taken steps to ameliorate the condition of their 
permanent employees. Almost all the services have got their increase. 

The typists and the copyists deserve sympathy and assistance from the 
Government. They are recruited from the hhadralog class. They are 
poor. They have no fixed income. They get their remuneration accord¬ 
ing lo the number of lolios copied. The usual earnings of these men are 
between Rs. 30 and Hs. 50 in a working month. It is not sufficient now 
for a person belonging to the class from which they are recruited. The 
relative value of money has considerably changed during the last 2 or 3 
decades while values have increased everywhere, the value of work con¬ 
tributed by the typists and copyists has, it appears, considerably 
dc(treuse<l. I'he result is ct nsiderable^isoontent amongst them. 

No attempt has been made to ameliorate the condition of these poor 
men. They are treated as persons without substantive appointment and 
on this plea their status has not been improved. This is hardly fair to 
them specially as they materially assist in bringing about a substantial 
income to the Government. 

Government will not have to incur any additional expenditure over 
and above that they are required to do at present. The income derived 
from the copying department by the sale of folios and court fee stamps 
for certified copies anu m the shape of expedition fee, searching fee, 
special fee for copying and coui*t-fee stamps on the application for 
copies, is sufficient for the p^pose of organising the typists and copyists 
into a salaried service and henV-^is refoim can easily be introduced 
without any additional charge on tJm^^blic exchequer, 

Objeciiion to organising typists regular estab¬ 
lishment has often been made on the ’j,‘>at these men are 

^^Tjltly paid piecework mechanical and 

unskilled; 1^'-wouldnie less than, what it is 

at present if they are organised into/ ar ‘felaried Lervice; and (c) the 
expense to Government will increas^^tormously.v 

As regards (a), I may poii^.niwmat the SulhRegistrars and other 
officers (»'. e., Nazir, etc ,) wey^forjfierly paid by iiea in reference to the 
amount of work they actually did,/ut these men hi ve now been included 
in permanent establishment and been paid fixed salaries. I hope Govern¬ 
ment has no reason to repent on ^at score. V 

As regards (b), there is every reason to believe that-the hope of get¬ 
ting a pension on retirement and a fixed salary at the end of a month 
would throw a life and stimulus into their work and in'my opinion will 
result in increased efficiency and hence this apprehension is groundless. 

As regards (o), i. e., the question of expense, I have shown above that 


After the notice of my resolution was sent^ the Hon’ble High Court 
has, on 23rd June last, issued a general letter (No. 8) to the District and 
Additional District Judges stating that it has decided that the standard 
of the earnings of the copyists and typists should bo raised by reducing 
their numbers and also addressed the GoTernment of Bengal regarding 
the creation of a Provident Fund for them- The inininiuni now proposed 
for the copyists is Rs. 40 and that of the typists is Its. 65, while the maxi* 
mutn aimed at is Rs. 50 for the former and Rs. 80 for the latter class. 

This reply of the Hon’ble High (yourt, I am sorry to say, is disappoint¬ 
ing and means almost nothing. These men having got no age-limit for 
their discharge or retirement from their employment and voluntary 
retirement being out of question in these hard days, the number of the 
typists and copyists cannot be appreciably reduced till some of them are 
dead or compulsorily discharged from their employment. The former is • 
uncertain and may take many ;^^rs. The latter will mean starvation 
to many if the proposed reduction he suddenly carried into effect as 
there is no provision for pension or gratuity or provident fund for the 
men to be discharged. This being the case, it is very dcmbtful whether 
the present generation of the typists and copyists will ever he able to get 
the benefit of the increment now proposed by the Hon’ble High Court. 
Moreover, owing to the non-co-operation movement, works of the Courts 
-might fall and in that case there is every apprehension that instead of 
reaching even the minimum now proposed by the Hon’ble High Court, 


their present earnings might fall at any moment^/ 

Nothing has been mentioned in this geneiuLIItter to make any provi¬ 
sion for them during the time in which cou^s remain closed. In my 
humble opinion this general letter of U|^S»^’ble High Court instead of 
ArngJiM^ing their lot and solvin^Jlfnquestion has brought uneasiness 
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and copyists. They fre in the saraacondi^ipn as before though the 
vorld has changed avreat deal. Wilm chan^d circumstances brought 
about by the late warlt is well nigh in»ossible for them to eke out their 
existence decently in these hard days mth an income remaining almost 
stationary. Hmice, I appeal to the generosity, kindness and sympathy 
of the Hon’Sle Member in charge to consider favourably the case of these 
poor and hard working and deserving class of officers in the employ of 
Government and accept my resolution for organising them into a regu- 



BabU INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs This is such a necessary resoln^ 
txon that I hope there won’t he any opposition from any part of this 
House. This system of typists and copyists is on a par with the piece¬ 
work system in the Government Printing Department, about the ini¬ 
quities of which, we have been hearing so much lately. It seems to me, 
that this system, which has been leading indirectly to some sort of 
sweating of labour, should not he allowed to continue in any Govern¬ 
ment office any longer. In civil and criminal courts, there is generally 
a large number of typists and cojiyists who have to depend on the favour 
of their senior officers for copies. Sometimes, the number of these 
poor copyists is so large that there is a scramble for copies and this 


generally leads to a system of favouritism and sometimes to bribery, 
which we are trying to drive away from the precincts of Government 
offices. To use rather strong language, this system seems to remind me 
of the pound of flesh system, because every copyist is told that he is to 
get such and such an amount of money for so many words written. Is 
it possible to extract this amount of work every day, year in and year 
out from every copyist P Is it fair to tell them that they should not 
count upon a certain amount of income every month? It may happen 
that in one month a copyist gets Bs. 40, the next month Bs. 30, and in 
another month something less. Therefore, his income is most uncer¬ 
tain. Then again, after 25 or 30 years’ service under Government, when 
he gets old, he finds that he is driven out of the office without any pen¬ 
sion or without anyth^.^^ for the maintenance of his family. Is it fair 
to those who are serving*''^vemment? 

Then again, there is a «(^ous system—a minimum of income is 
fixed for typists and copyists. ^K'^^y so happen under that system that 
a poor derk, who has not been in gNa^ealth, has not 
the requisite amount of work; in that than the mini¬ 

mum fixed by the High Court. What Jgjt^^i^'*>'i'con8equenceP He 
j^^t^largier^ibemg ilrivi»n way to treat the 

poor ea^i^'.marelji Hufflcient for decent 

living. They are always sttugglinj^a * j(heir vew subsistence, and in 
these dayd when the other clerks a^^cirtunate etough to hope for ah 
increase of their emoluments all^^m^^ it is only flir and just that these 
poor copyists should be placed^n me cadre of cl^’ks and given a fixed 
incomp, permanent posts a^pensMns. 

Bftbu 8URENDRA NATH N^LLIGKs I ha*^ very great pleasure 
to support this resolution of my esteemed friend, Khan Bahadur Haulvi 
Wasimuddin Ahmed, but I do not think that I can add anything more 
which is useful to what has already been said. So, I do not prqi>q^ to 
take np the time of this House by saying things which have already been 
said. There is one thing, however, to which I beg to draw the atten- 


been made by a man wbo must have been bimself a clever quill driver. 
There is nothing more than that. The difference between a typist and 
a clerk is that one man writes with the help of a machine and the other 
with the help of a pen, and the incidence is that in one man’s life for 
eight months in a year his income is uncertain, and for the remaining 
four months it is absolutely certain which is nil. This is during his 
lif®—^his official life—and when he leaves Government service, pension 
is nil* This is the kind of treatment he gets. 

Then again, there is another aspect of the case to which I will draw 
the attention of this House and it is this, that these poor men only get 
two-thirds of the fees, the ordinary folio fees, that is the rule. The other 
oxie>third goes to’Government. Out of the two-thirds, these poor men 
have got to purchase and maintain a machine and find out the accessor¬ 
ies for it. This is indeed injustice of a very high character. This is 
not justifiable in any circumstance and I have every reason to hope that 
this will be accepted By the Council and by all the members who are 
interested in this question. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: The Khan 
Bahadur’s resolution should appeal to those who want to see the poor 
typists and copyists doing Government work fully protected. Their 
present uncertainty of employment inuAt be, as far as practicable. 


removed and they must enjoy all the privileges due to His Majesty’s 
servants, no matter how humble their work I therefore support 
this resolution. 


Msulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: great pleasure in supporting 

lation moved by Khan ^^Hadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed. 

and copyists is deplorable. If you 
itiou, you will find that their maximum 
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11 also fin^VVh^^ring the holidays which extend 
they do nc^LgeHanything, while other Govem- 
eir monthly ^arie^^ring that time. Further, 
le poor fellows wave t^-etire empty-handed and 
If you comparA^e lot of the poor copyists and 
typists with their brother ministerial oKcers, you will find that a vast 
distinction has been made; although men of the same qualifications are 
leoruited for both tbe services, the attendant privileges are quite differ¬ 
ent. Eecently the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court in reply to a 
representation that was submitted by the typists and copyists suggested 
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that the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court realise that there is a great 
necessity for increasing the income of copyists and typists. They want 
to give them increments by increasing their work and by chucking out a 
lot of those poor fellows who have given the best portions of their lives 
in the service of Government. These people will have to leave their 
service in order to give place to others, while Government proposes to 
give an all-round increase of pay to the ministerial officers on the ground 
of the great economic distress in the country, and not on the ground of the 
increase of their work. It is therefore equally necessary that the case 
of the poor typists and copyists shonld also be considered hy Government. 
Therefore, I accord my whole-hearted sympathy to the resolution and 
ask my friends to support it. 


Babli ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I support this resolution on 
principle. The copyists and typists are equally resxwnsible Govern¬ 
ment officers, and they belong to the ministerial class. Is there any 
reason why their treatment should he different from that of others P 
Are they not equally responsible officers like other ministerial officers? 
By some irony of fate it Has been found that when apprentices ennnot 
be provided with permanent appointments within a certain peiiod, say 
before they attain the age of 25, they are usually sent down to the 
copyists^ department; they are in no way inferior to the others who are 
more fortunate in securing an appointment in the regular establish¬ 
ment. Their responsrai^ties are the same; they copy very important 
documents which are enH^ted to them, aiicl as a general rule it has 
been found that these poony^^id people, who are poorer than anybiidy 
else, perhaps have no other m^^of adding to their resources, which 
are open to their more fortunate owners of the servi cej^ 
peshkars, etc. It is found that these with 

an honesty anybody could lie proud of, 

tiiem, and in 

very fairly and equitably consider thf^^J^se; anJ 
embodied in the general estahlishm^'the mini] 
given whatever privileges are giV^i^S all minisi 
equity and justice will suffer. ^ 
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With ,the^ woi’ds, I s^^ort tpe resolution. 




RaI RADHA CHARAN PAL^Bahsdurs I rise to support the motion 
of my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed. I will not 
not make any lengthy observation. I only wish to say that this is a 
very hard case, and will leave people discontented after, faithful service 
to Government because they do not get any pension. Thev have to 
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oironiastanoesf I tHink, tkerefore, tkat we ongkt to take into coii> 
•ideratioB the case of these deserving and faithful seryante of Qorern- 
ment, and put them in the same cadre and in the same status ae the 
ordinary copyists and typists in the ministerial serrice of Goveniment. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 


Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMEDs I heg to support the motion that 
has heen mored hy my friend, Khan Bahadur Wasimuddin Ahmed. All 
the previous speakers have spoken on the subject at considerable length 
and I do not wish to detain the House for a long time. I only wish to 
draw the attention of the House to one important aspect of the question. 
It generally happens that some of these men who are out of employment, 
go to the superior atithorities, and with much importunity get employ* 
ment as a copyist. In this way the number of copyists is increased and 
the result is that the earnings go down. The result of this was the 
circular of the High Court suggesting reduction in the number of copy* 
ists. It is difEicult to curtail the number; having once taken them into 
servioe, it is cruelty to turn them out; they should be organised into a 
regular department, a certain number being employed. I hope Gov¬ 
ernment will take this aspect into consideration. 

With these words, I support the motion.* 


Babu UPENDRA LAL RAI CHAUDHURyTl beg to support this 
iresolution on the grounds set forth by the and the other previous 

speakers. I have one word to add and ths^^s this: Typists and copy¬ 
ists are generally 'paid on the volumaj^^l^^ork^ performed, and in their 
as much as ^ssible in^me course of the day, they make out 


to the public. I know that several 
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tj: the shortest 
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support 

iran Butta haAmad^m comparison between the 
other ministerial offiArs and the copjws, hu^ am not -inclined to make 
this ^stinction. Iff here is anythingkto be said it applies equally to 
both sections. However, I think there is a just grievance on the part 
of these typists and copyists and I am of opinion that they should all 
he treated in the same way as the other ministerial officers. 

With these few words, I support this resolution. * 
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BMtei ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs May I explainf I did not 
m^e any ^rinction between the two classes. 



The Hoii*Ue Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMi It is clear from wUt has b^a 
said in this House by so many persons that the typists and copyists of 
Bttigal haye got numerous friends here. 1 do not thereby wish to mini* 
mise the strength of their case; they haye, in certain respects, a good 
case, but I must point out that seyeral important factors ought to be 
borne in mind in dealing with this question. First of all, it has to be 
remembered that this system has stood the test of time for nearly a 
century. The question has been raised more than once, it has been 
considered by yarious responsible authorities, and it has been found that 
the system is quite appropriate to the nature of the work they are 
expected to turn out. ^s far back as 1904, the (Government of India 
considered this question very carefully and came to the conclusion that, 
having regard to the nature of the work, the system, was an appropriate 
one. The work that is done by the typists and copyists is entirely of 
a mechanical character, and there is no discretion to be exercised by 
them. They haTe simply to copy the document before them, and the 
system of payment is by piecework, that is according to the amount of 
work which a man does. It must be remembered that these docu* 
ments are copied at the instance of parties, and it is only righf that 
those who want copies of those documents should pay for them. At 
present the charge is so much per folio of the ooyping done; 1 believe 
three annas is the charge out of which two annas goes to the remunera¬ 
tion of the copyist. As regards the remaining one anna there is the 
salary of the comparma clerk and other incidential charges and the 
pay of the record-keeper have to be met out of the amount. There¬ 
fore, it cannot be farily statecb^t the system is an unjust one. But when 
I say this, I also admit that, hsK^,^ regard to the present conditions of 
living, the heavy rise in prices, thei^v^stion of the remunei 
typist has to be regulated on much lliii^hi^u otiier per¬ 
sons similarly employed in Government ’are not minis- 

one of the are not in the 

regular aervic^j L.' ,\11 
the Council. But all the same, alth^ '^^ey ai 
of the Government, the Govemme^ ^^anxioua 
possible. As this Council knowA/vlf^ copyists 

under the control of the High^i^UM who are primarily responsible fOr 
them, and they have to decyc apo^heir case. Thl/ recently considered 
their case and came to tK conc^ion that the swtem of payment 
piecework was quite suitable, aim ought not to befahanged, but having 
regard to the increased cost of Hving they propos^ that the minimum 
which is to he earned by the copyists and typists should be raised and a 
Provident Fund, if possible, should be established. They have proposed 
that the minimum should be raised in the case of copyists to Bs. 45, and 
in case of typists to Bs. 65. If you compare *hi(j with the remuneration of 


the complaint before 
not regular servants 
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iliai iliey do not enjoy the staitii end privileges of Gk>Temment servents. 
I do not know whether the typists and copyists, if their remuneration 
is increased, will have very much of a grievance if the status of Qovem- 
ment servants is not conferred upon them. At present they are free to 
do other work if they have time, and earn more money; I briieve some 
of the tyjnsts actually earn more than the clerks in their position; some 
undoubtedly earn less. Ko doubt they do not earn uiything from the 
courts during the vacation, that is, because they are paid by piecework, 
and I do not think the Council expects the Government to pay them 
when they are not doing any work. 

If you turn these persons into members of a regular Government 
establishment, many questions will have to be considered very carefully. 
For instance, their number. If, for instance, the present number is more 
than sufficient for the work avail^le, you could not expect Government 
to entertain this number unnecessarily. Then, again, supposing some 
typists have been working out for a few days, do you expect Government 
to entertain them, although their services may not be wanted? Then you 
have to consider what the entire establishment would cost. These are 
questions which should be weighed carefully, and due consideration 
given to them. Without considering these aspects of the question, it 
is not possible for the Government tq commit thmnselves to the 
resolution. 


On behalf of Government, I am prepared to su^ without making any 
promise, that we shsdl very carefully conside^^i^ position. At present 
Uie High Court have issued a circular t^^^eems to us to be a very 
reasonable one; if it be found that t^^jKrcular does not relieve the 
^Government will be preuiff^ to consider the question again. 

ired to aa^^n behalf of Government at present. 
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several departments mader Government. 

With these few remarks, I fully support this resolution. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY OHAUDHURIS I move that the 
question be now put. 

The motion that the question be put was put and agreed to. 



Calcutta Polioa. 


Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTl “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that the principle he accepted that the cost of the Fresi* 
dency police should no longer form a charge upon the existing revenuea 
of Bengal, and that, in this view, the Council recommends the appoint¬ 
ment of a committee consisting of nice persons, including at least two 
officials and four non-official members of this Council, for the purpose of 
framing a scheme to give effect to the said principle.’* 

I expect that every member of this Council will warmly and heartily 
support this resolution. The facts necessitating my bringing this resolu¬ 
tion are the following:—As every member of this Council is aware, the 
police expenditure of Bengal, including the Presidency police, amounts 
to about two crores of rupees. In other words, about one-fourth of the 
entire revenue of Bengal is appropriated by the police. The Calcutta 
police, or rather the Presidency police, appropriates about Rs. lakhs 
every year; in other words, about one-fifth of the entire police expendi¬ 
ture is devoted for the purpose of maintaining the Presidency police; 
The money that we spend for the maintenance of the Presidency police, 
will be sufficient to ])olice one-fourth of the whole of Bengal under the 


present system of administration. The cost is extremely heavy; practif* 
colly the whole amount of two crores of rupees is paid by Bengal. 
Calcutta contributes very little towards the maintenance of the police 
system. The BengaS^lice costa, I believe, one crore and 50 lakhs a 
year. The Calcutta poT^^or rather the Presidency police, costs Rs. 35 
lakhs a year. My proposSi^ this: let Calcutta bear the expenses.of 
the Calcutta police. Bengal Tfe^^^^^rfectly willing to continue bearing the 
expenses of the Bengal police. Tnliagiggestion which^^u 
not a novel one and it has found acceptl^^inJI^iMil^^imay be con¬ 
tended on the other side that no disti^^]^'^^!'.''^^;^ be made between 
Bengal, ^caiJfl^^to^,^J^^^Scally within Bengal, 
TOa therS^hSS l^ to Rpngal. It is not 

necessary for me to deal with the^ * jjsiples ow taxation, but I think 
every member of this Council wi^ with ml that according to the 
most elementary principle of tax^^^V a person wfc pays a tax is entitled 
to some benefit from the taxj|» ^s. That pnfcple will, I think, be 
accepted. Here is Beng^lRontrij^ting nearly !». 35 lakhs every year 
for the maintenance of l^Presirfncy police, "wtat benefit, may I ask, 
does Bengal get for paying thitfamount year by f-ear P Calcutta is not 
the same as Bengal, the two an quite distinct. The prosperity of Cal¬ 
cutta does not connote the prosperity of Bengal. We know during the 
last fifteen years Calcutta has been gaining in wealth, but during this 
period Bengal has been rapidly getting poorer, in a few years’ time 
Calcutta may claim, possibly, to rival the large cities of Europe from the 



tlie Bengal police, but let the Calcutta police, or rather the Presidency 
police, be maintained by the inhabitants and residents of Calcutta. The 
principle that 1 advocate has found general acceptance in Europe. 1 )up> 
ing Uie last few weeks, I have been studying the police systems in 
Europe, and 1 £nd that this pi'inciple has been practically unanimously 
accepted in Europe and partially in America. France has accepted it, 
Germany and England also. It is not possible for me, within the short 
space of time given to me, to deal with the police systems in Europe. 
I shall confine my remarks to the police system that prevails in Loudon. 
London is policed by two distinct and different sets of forces, the Metro¬ 
politan police and the City police. Let me take the second first. The 
jurisdiction of the City police is strictly limited within Loudon. The 
jurisdiction of the Metropolitan police is confined, 1 believe, to a fiifteen- 
mile radius from Charing Cross. * The City police is maintained entirely 
by those who get the diiect benefit of that police. Not a penny is con¬ 
tributed by Parliament for the maintenance of the City police. The 
Metropolitan police is maintained partially by a police rate and partially 
by a contribution made by the Parliament. This contribution that 
Parliament makes is levied from properties situated within the 
Metropolitan district, so that I think I am right in saying that 
the City police is maintained entirely by the Londoners and England 
does not pay a single penny towards the^ maintenance of that police. 
There is no reason why the same system, which has worked so satisfac¬ 


torily in London, should not be imported to this ^ffuntry and be applied 
to the Presidency police. It may be coiitendecl^ftat Calcutta is already 
overburdened with taxes and that it wouldjl^ unfair to fix another rate 
upon the ratepayers of Calcutta. It n^^urther be contended that Cal- 
ver y large share ofijl^otal Income Tax—Calcutta pays 
c^^^gal—and, therefore, it would he ine- 
quitous to lay a Calcutta tax-payers. Now I 

think this income-ta3( gXal ^]^!*^^|^g ^en8 my position, becausyil^ 
tax is fixed upon the 

it furnishes a venr accirate wealth oftoat individual or com¬ 

munity; BO if CaicutJpays au^^e-tax which is almost as much as 
is paid by the rest of I Bang al, it that Calcutta is as weal^y as 

the rest of Bengal. JWell, if Ca^utn^s as wealthy as the rest of 
Bengal, there is no 
should not pay for t 
Londoners pay for th 


*®off***'tf anV 
arate te^i|p)l 
I pays aii^ J 
Isngal, it 
■Well, if Ca 


Bengal, there is no larthly reason VhyT^ inhabitants of Calcutta 
should not pay for tie maintenance Vf the p|^ca of Calcutta, as the 
Londoners pay for tlJ maintenance o%he London police. I may fur¬ 
ther add tfiat the tax to be imposed uj^n the inhabitants of Calcutta 
would practically be the same as is now imposed on the inhabitants of 


London. I think, therefore, that the present system has got to he 
changed and the suggestion on the lines that I have made will have to 


be accepted. A change of the system is urgently needed. To-day the 


and I should not be surprised if Barrackpore is added to the Metropolis. 
5'hfi result of all this will be that the police expenditure will be enor¬ 
mously increased. 1 can quite imagine that within the next ten years 
the police expenditure may rise up to, say, Rs. 60 or even Rs. 70 lakhs. 
It is therefore not fair that Bengal should be burdened with an increas¬ 
ing police expenditure—^for a police which is maintained entirely 
for the benefit of Calcutta. My object of moving this •resolu¬ 
tion is to effect a saving of about Rs. 36 or Rs. 40 lakhs every year. The 
tax-xMiyers of Calcutta pay but a very small fraction of the cost of main¬ 
tenance of the Bengal police) which is maintained for the benefit of. the 
people of the country. I suggest that we should apply the money which 
might thus be saved for purposes which are more closely associated with 
the welfare and well-being of the people of Bengal. We are going to 
pass a large number of resolutions in this Council, hut what is the use 
of passing resolutions when you have not got the money to give effect 
to these resolutions. The money which may be saved may be need for 
the purpose of improving the health of the country. There are numerous 
schemes which are at present being starved and they may properly be 
financed from the saving. I see that one of our Hon’hle Ministers has 
launched a programme for combating the ravages of malaria. Now, 
if malaria is to be snccessfully fought it requires a good deal of money, 
so let a portion of that money come from the saving of this Rs. 35 or 
Rs. 40 lakhs. That is really the object of my resolution and if you put 
this sum to the creJ^. of Bengal year after year, I think the people of 
Bengal may be able out of the unhappy position in which they 

exist to-day. These are uli^easons why 1 suggest that the inhabitants 
and residents of Calcutta shoml^ear the expenses of the Calcutta police. 

I Imow that some members of tmP^ouncil will feel themsd^^ 
in opposing my resolution, on the affecr 

their personal interests or the interestsj^ .^//‘^z^tituenoieB. ■ I shall 
j ^g^tlemen in thismatjg^^^^l^ the petty considera- 
iioDB 01 has on its side 

justice, fairness and common aen^ • M^e are Itriving for democracy, 
our political goal is democracy the emto. Now democracy 

always involves equality of taxajS^nd if you A not prepared to make 
that sacnfice it ia possible wirm^never abf to attain the goal we 
seek. Therefore, I partigpl&y *peal to these fcntlemen to that 
sacrifice for the good qpUie coitounity. I feel however, certain that 
those gratlemen who represen/ the mufassal aiLs will support me. 

With these observations, I Commend my resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Rai MAHCRDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaduri This is a very 
important resolution and I wish to submit a few observations toudiiiur 


reccivodLord WiUiam BexUinck’s time—I refer to tlie year 1829. 
lAter on, we find that this subject was discussed in 1845. Lord Dal- 
formed a committee and Mr* Panton was the President of that 
committee- In 1887, Mr Quise also submitted a report and his suggestion 
was that the pcdice cost ought to be taken into considOTation—■•the port 
and the municipality contributing to it. We find that this brings us to 
the ancient history when the municipality of Calcutta had chiefiy to bear 
the cost. Then we come to the modem history. The Police Commin- 
Sion’s Report swept away all this idea and the whole expenditure is now 
met in the way now in vogue, that is that the whole cost of the police is met 
from provincial revenues. The question has therefore arisen whether, 
under such circumstanceB. Calcutta ought to bear the entire cost regard¬ 
ing the Presidency police. It is difiicult to discuss all these matters 
without bringing to the notice of the Council the principles upon which 
the police expenditure ought to be met. Police taxation is to my 
mind out of the question. There are house-owners in Calcutta who will 
come forward and say that they have already been heavily burdened with 
taxation and, consequently, the house property ought not to be a factor 
for the incidence of the police rate. That is a problem which will have 
to be dealt with; and the learned mover of the resolution has not brought 
forward a scheme by which the principles could be put into practice. 
Whenever a resolution is put in a drastic way before the Council, my 
humble submission is that the mover should be prepared with a scheme 


for the purpose; but no such scheme is before u&dLnd the whole matter is 

i^the 


left to the committee expected to be formed the purpose. 


Now there are other principles toh^s^alt with. We should remem- 
^ Ca lcutta people are^id^ired to pay an income-tax and that 
>n llitj t)bi|M^iinve from trade or profession. Can that 

a safe test fl^^of settling the incidence of taxation P It is 


jipon tlie aciinim|^gQ](m u)|apaertvc 
be a safe test for^Sj^-y.^l ^^qf set' 
not necessary for 

proper time for disc^siZfift^ abiVU 
matter and that iM that tb^ifM^ 
population of BengJ of the colli* ^ 
of gratification to n* that such^g 
by which the rural leople will bew 
If I welcome such ^resolution, I d 
honestly say that llsm not entire! 


ai-.T^rTj 

aba 
hat diii^ 
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led mover wishes to relieve the rural 
he Presidency police. ‘ It is a matter 
Wsal is brought before the Council 
paying this large amount. 
I^t o^ymt ground, I may however 
^ ruralVan—I am also a Calcutta 


man. My position p this, that, whemn the one side I welcome the reso¬ 
lution, on the other side, I am afrai#that I am in a position of great 
embarrassment when dealing with my property in Calcutta. Therefore, 
it is necessary for the Council to consider under what circumstances the 
principles of taxation are to be based in Calcutta. If the greater portion 
of the police expenditure be placed upon the shoulders of the Calcutta 

1 •» .__ia . __ ..I- _ A . « 



Bengal. If that can be done, 1 think the problem can be BoWed eatia- 
factorily by the expected committee. It is impossible to put forward 
before the Council definite schemes relating to this matter unless, as I 
say, we haye a definite scheme before us. All that I can suggest to the 
Council is that a committee be formed and those questions whicdi are 
brought to the notice of the Council taken up with all sincerity and enthu¬ 
siasm. If that be done, we shall then be in a position to deal with this 
important factor. On the one side we are afraid of a fre^ imposition of 
taxation, while on the other side we consider it necessary upon the prece¬ 
dents which the learned moyer has brought to your notice, that, such a 
thing is always to be found in many important cities in Europe. I do 
not l&e to speak further on this matter and my only hope is that a com¬ 
mittee may be formed for the purpose of going into these questions; and 
if these questions are answered satisfactorily by the committee, the whole 
matter will be brought before the Council and the Council will then be 
in a position to say ** yes ** or ** no.** 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYs I accord my hearty support 
to the first part of the resolution, namely,— l^his Council recommends 
to the Qoyemment that the principle be accepted that the cost of the 
Presidency police should no longer form a charge upon the existing reve¬ 
nues of Bengal.'* 

In this is involved a question of principle which, 1 suppose, was 
already settled when w passed the Village Self-Government Act. The 
police employed for watS^ud ward in villages ate now to be supported 
by the village union themseH^ with the union rates levied in the unions. 
So it is beyond contention nowSL^ the local police has been and is being 
gradually municipalised. And iSthlMigb in the Fraser Police Commis¬ 
sion Beport, it is stated, that in small uuRiim^lities, for^ 
funds, the police is undermanned and is “^j^WWant of co-ordi¬ 
nation with the district police, ^old good in the 

is, is totally dis¬ 
tinct from the pf^ f < ^uW ^^once, and it^/^^ht ineficiency is not due tp 
that. ' And the Fraser Commission itself safts: — 


of the poli& is a fair charge npon. 
^stated, the Bjaem does not work welT 
^st of the polios in a presidency town. 


The Conunission fully recognise that 
municipal revenues, but for Uie reasoi 
in any but the largest cities. . 
however, may call for special trea^ent. 

So we see the Commission nad pra^ically left the initter open, soknow- 
ledging the justice of the cost o:^the Presidency police being defrayed 
from municipal funds. 

Sir, I do not think a cry could now be raised that the police are muni¬ 
cipalised only in backward countries. I hope that none here will dare 
assert that England is a backward country. There we find that nearly 






Boroagh police; and almost all of tkem are being paid from tbe local 
rates. Tbe City of London police is mainly paid from local .rates, uid 
tbe Mayor -and Alderman appoint tbe Commissioner and Assistant Com¬ 
missioners of Police, tbe police fund being in the bands of the City Cham¬ 
berlain, and is supplied, as to tbe quarter of tbe sum required, by pay¬ 
ment out of tbe revenues of tbe City of London, and as to the' remaining 
three quarters by a police rate not exceeding eight pence in tbe pound 
and assessed in tbe several wards by tbe Alderman or bis Deputy, and tbe 
majority of common Councilmen of each ward. Then, as regards the 
Metropolitan police, its fund is recruited mainly from two sources— (i) 
a police rate, and (u) an Exchequer contribution. Tbe police rate is 
limited by Statute to eleven pence in tbe pound and is levied on tbe full 
and fair annual value of all property in tbe Metropolitan police district. 
The Exchequer contribution is paid annually through the medium of tbe 
County Councils, whose area is wholly or partly within tbe Metropo¬ 
litan police district. It is also worthy of note here that in England tbe 
maintenance of police is one of tbe subjects administered by local bodies 
under the local government, carried out under tbe central control of tbe 
Ministry of Health, which superseded tbe various local government 
bpards in 1919. 


Sir, we, tbe poor villagers of Bengal, in addition to all tbe taxes to 
which the citisens of Calcutta are subject, pay about Bs. 65 lakhs as 
cbowkidari tax fw tbe maintenance of peace andyirder in tbe villages. 
We, villagers, also .can as well argue that it i^ne of tbe duties of tbe 
Government to protect its subjects and tba^^-^ould be tbe just charge 
on the General Bevenues, and that tl^fj^vemment cannot shirk tbe 
responsibi lity and throw the whol^^Imlen on tbe people themselves. 

le a fresh taaimon for peace and order may appear, 
tbe British Gove7l6R!^*','"^^dy committed to tbe principle and has 
already set its seal oU^^'^t^^t^xing for tbe purpose tbe poorest of 
the land. Tbe only ' 

through their unions, 
over tbe obowkidars. 
control of tbe villag 
would be unworthy of 
and will not maintain 
for tbe poor, but not 
conscience avoid tbe r' 
logical mid. • 
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tbe bargain, although tbe present 
and satisfactory. Now, it 
ilcutta to say that they cannot 
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tbe C^emment itself can in no 
ig (mt its own principle to its 


And, Sir, 1 think tbe Calcutta people themselves should not object 
to this municipalisation of tbe police. No doubt, tbe Calcutta police, 
along with its uster branch is inefficient, and tbe Calcutta people know 
it and feel it, its champions’ contradictions notwithstanding. The only 


TMponnble to the people and its representatiyes. When once the police 
is municipalised and is paid from municipal funds, the demand of control 
over it cannot for any length of time be resisted. It must come. He 
who pays the piper has a right to call the tune. The Calcutta police 
will gradually come under the centred of an elected Mayor or Sheriff or 
Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation whateyer his designation might 
be and in the Corporation, along with the General Committee, the Water 
Committee, the Gas Committee, we will also haye a Police Committee. 
That is the day which the Calcutta public would sincerely hope for. 

As I haye said be'fore I support the first part of this resolution. But 
I do not find any necessity for a new committee; already a committee 
has been appointed under the presidency of Mr. French to examine and 
suggest improyements in the whole system of police administration of 
Bengal. If the principle of municipalising the Presidency poHce be 
accepted by the House, the ways and means may yery well be left to the 
French Committee. I would therefore request the moyer to withdraw 
the latter part of his resolution. 


Tha Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It might perhaps shorten 
the discussion if at this stage I were to explain generally how this matter 
is viewed by the Local Government. Underlying this resolution, there 
are two considerations of much strength, about which we have heard a 
great deal in recent months; and in view of their strength, 
it is not altogethe^^surprising that a proposal* of this kind 

should be made to-day, v^^ore so as it is a proposal which in last year’s 
resolution on the Calcutta p^ce Government itself hinted at. The first 
consideration, to whch I alluJf^^s the well-known fact that the police 
is expensive, about which I have spWj^ much and often i^^^^japudl^ 
and the Council will be pleased to hea^^^^^d^iu|dyM^^ffifen^o^eak 
more, since the details of police expen dit^jB J relevant to this 

We assume that and the question 

issue is The second conside¬ 

ration is the fact, about which we hf‘Meard mimh lately, of the strait¬ 
ened circumstances of the provino^^ieyenues nd the desirability of 
expanding them; for that, in what the let result of this reso¬ 

lution would be. The resol^^n m first sight il somewhat curiously 
worded, as it might be take^o men that the Legiutive Council is wash¬ 
ing its hands of all resp^ibilit^or the Calcuttalpolioe and proposes to 
leave them in mid-air. Bui, of nurse, just as it i| obvious that Calcutta 
requires a police force, it is equ41y obvious that it must be paid for some¬ 
how, either from general provincial revenues, or, as the mover of the reso¬ 
lution has proposed, in whole or in part by a police rate upon tke town, 
The idea of a police rate is not a new one, as ^s been mentioned by Bai 
Maheudra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, but as it is desirable that the membera 









In the old d&jBt that is before 1847, the cost of the police chargee in 
Oalontta used to be borne by the Justices, who then had at their disposal 
a house tax and the akbari receipts from the town. The akbari receipts 
were absorbed in general revenues in 1845, and with effect from 1847, 
when a Board of seven Commissioners was created for the improvement 
of Calcutta, a complete change of system was made and Government 
assumed the whole responsibility and defrayed the entire cost. This 
went on for some years till in 1864 Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce wrote a very 
interesting report on the question of the inadequacy and inefficiency of 
the Calcutta police. At that time, it is interesting to note, the police 
cost only 'Bfi. 3,34,(X)0 a year, and even this included certain salt preven¬ 
tive establishment which now-a-days we should regard as Customs, and 
prison guards which now would be debited to Jails. Colonel Bruce 
brought forward many of the complaints which we so often hear now 
—insufficiency of strength, inadequacy of pay, failure to move with the 
times (be particularly described the river police as effete and ineffective), 
the unsuitability of buildings and the heavy cost of hiring them. He made 
various proposals for reorganisation, and brought forward the idea that 
the town should meet the cost either in whole or in part. He wished 
to transfer the control of the police to the Justices, while Government 
contributed towards various sanitary improvements which were long 
overdue in the town. Another idea of his was that Government should 


contribute one-fourth of the cost, or even the whole for one moi% yssr, 
until the sanitary improvements had made proaAss, the sum being gra¬ 
dually reduced from year to year. That -iMuj of course, only Colonel 
Bruce’s proposal, but in 1864 the Goven^eut of India, who were then 
hard up, brough forward a very ixo^ffw^nt resolution which enunciated 
.fhi^^jmc^lea very relevant t^liOiscussion which we are having this 
aneniM^^V^^^werej-^^^ne cost of the police maintained expressly 
for the service ol^^S^ ^hould, as far as practicable, be defrayed by 


for the service olB 
the inhabitants; (^ 
ner as they though 
local funds should \ 
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Directly that refelution was inue^^re was the usual wrangle>^ 
three cornered wrngle—^between %e GOTtonment of India, the Local 
Government and tft Justices as to^e detds which should be adopted 
in the new system the Local G^emment estimating the eost of the 
police proper at Bs. 3,18,000, and recognising the need of other works of 
imjffovement in the city, proposed a fixed contribution of Rs. 1,60,000, 
the rest falling on the town. They were thus willing that the incidence 
should not be wholly one*aided, hut that Government should contribute 
something, though the bulk, of course, fell on the town. But the Gov- 


proteeted emphatically and revived the old claim to the ahkari receipts. 
The Local Government backed up the protest, but the Government of 
India would not go beyoiLd Rs. 1,00,000 promised for 1866-67, wiGi no 
guarantee of its continuance. The tTustioes again protested, and even¬ 
tually they prevailed upon the Government of India to accept the liabi¬ 
lity for a quarter of the cost of the police. 


That new system was embodied in Act XI of 1867, which distinctly 
stated in its preamble that ** it was expedient that the expenses of main¬ 
taining the police force of Calcutta and of maintaining pauper hospitals 
in the said town should he defrayed by rates to be levied upon the said 
town.** The Act gave to the Justices wide powers over the budget, and 
enabled them to levy an annual police rate not exceeding 3 per cent, on 
the value of houses, buildings and lands* It was the occasion of consi¬ 
derable discussion in the Legislative Council, which centred round the 
obligations imposed in respect of the pauper hospital, the degree of control 
over the budget to be accorded to the Justices, the amount of the rate 
and the method of its levy. 


The powers of the Justices over the budget were taken away by Act 
lY of 1876, when control passed to the Local Government, hut the same 
distribution of cost continued until the well-known resolution of 1882 on 
local ReU’govemment which sought to relieve municipalities in general 
from these police charges, in the hope that the money thereby saved would 
be spent on educatioifj^^dical and sanitary improvement. Naturally 
under that resolution th^^^e of Calcutta became one of considerable 
importance, aod in 1884 the^||^utta Corporation asked to be relieved in 
accordance with its terms. TRb^was again a lengthy discussion, but 
eventually by Act II of 1888, the oo^l^on was removed the Cq] 
being simultaneously bound to spend B^^0^000 amumril^V"SKnitary 
improvements in the added areas. The Xadia assigned 


. to the Local Government two-i 


the Corpq 


say, from that 

charges, but have been bound to de 
improvements, Government assumi 
One important matter has a bea 
dering to-day. In a letter da 

of India, di^ssing tbe ^^sibilit^of misunderst&ding hereafter if 
further legislation in connection '^th the Calcutta fpUce became neces¬ 
sary, said:— 


f charges assumed 
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if a rate has at any time to be levied in the new municipality for any 
purpose, the Governor-General in Council is of opinion that it must be levied aa a 
police raU, end it will be understood: : . . that the Goremment » free at 
any time to initiate legislation for the le^ of such a rate. This uaderstandiiv . 



8o although Govenunent at that time assumed the liability, they 
definitely safeguarded themselves from any inference that they had done 
BO for all time. It is interesting to note that whereas the cost of the 
police in those days was Its. 3,64,000, the cost of the police at the present 
day is Bs. 26,76,000 and it is that larger sum which is in issue in the case 
now before us. 

That, Sir, is, in brief, the old history of the matter, and the Council 
will observe that we have had several changes of system throughout these 
years. Once we had the town practically paying the whole; then we had 
Government paying the whole; then we moved back to the town paying 
the bulk and the Government contributing a part, and then back again 
to Govenunent assuming the whole charge. So for all these courses 
historical precedent can be claimed, while mention has been made by 
various speakers of precedents^from other countries. These generally 
support the theory that the cost of the police should be, at any rate in 
part, a local charge, and they also have an interesting bearing upon the 
distribution of control. Especially in view of what Kumar Shib Shek- 
hareswar Ray has said, I would like to explain to the Council what the 
position is. The Kumar has given the Council to believe that if this 
change of system of payment was made, the complete municipalisation 
of the police would follow as a matter of course. That suggestion is not 
supported by the experience of other countries, and I may read from a 
handbook on European police systems, which says:— 

In all the capitals and large commercial centres tl^^lice are under the control 
of the State rather than of 'Uie city. 


That is to say, in most European 
Lr with Government. 
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Its cost is mainly met by a rate on the 
thereof is contributed by the Exchequer 
grants. But as re 

t^uncii'&as 

xercised by Failiament. The budget 
ut. 

d and Scotland, the cost of the 
eing exercised by a watch com- 
The Exchequer, however, 
contributes a sum nft exceeding halfVf the cost of pay and clothing, 
subject to oertifioatfs of efficiency, aw by this means there are few 
mattM* which the Home Office cann9t compel. They in fact exercise 
a very extensive control. 

The position of the Home Office is stronger, and the position •of the 
local bodies is weaker, in the case of the county police, who are controlled 
by a standing joint committee formed of an equal number of Justices, 


by Pal 

cities in 
the town, 
the local mi 


as approved by this committee. The central Exchequer makes grants 
siniilar to those in the case of towns, and through them can exerobe th* 
same degree of control. 

In Continental towns the position is somewhat similar. In the three 
large cities of Paris, Lyons and Marseilles, the control of the police by 
Goreniment is definite and undoubted; even in other Prenoh towns, while 
control is nominally vested in the local councils, yet in practice the cen¬ 
tral Ooveniment exercises considerable powers of direction. In Germany 
before the war the local bodies, with two exceptions, were practically 
debarred from the local management of their poliee. State control was 
paramount. In Italy the police are practically a State affair. In Hol¬ 
land and Belgium only is a considerable control exercised by local bodies. 


I have now endeavoured to explain to the Council what was the old 
history of the Calcutta police in this aspect, and also to indicate most 
cursorily the systems current elsewhere- Turning to this particular 
resolution, I have already stated that it is not surprising that it has been 
brought forward, and in view of what I have said of the ancient history, 
1 think it is a matter which well deserves to be ventilated, and a commit¬ 
tee is an obvious means of doing so. Obviously various parties are con¬ 
cerned. There is the Calcutta tax-payer, there is the Corporation and 
there is the mufcutal tax-payer. Obviously also various incidental issues 
have to be examined—if a rate is justifiable upon what scale should it be 


levied and upon whom t^bould it fall; should the State contribute anything 
towards the cost, and if stsjiow much P All these are matters for discus¬ 
sion after hearing persons ragresenting the various interests involved. 
I therefore take no exception ffc^he general principle of the resolution, 
though I would like to modify it^Ws^g a little. If we ar^^^ to 
have a committee I suggest that it in ITI Hli J o Igayq^jiitfrtf^Westion 
of accepting the principle of a local rate. jBf^'frffJ^mittee hear all 


lljpR' f UOCU BU 

sides and let them say what their view&^4£%^<^8 this noint. Fur- 

im wy • X X 1. -u •» 

MWffM WmIIiii |i iiiillh ' I ni^i the number on the 

Committee. WitfiouKonsulting var^^ jSterestslwe cannot definitely 
say what a suitable number would beJP^re woulA of course, be a non- 
official majority; otherwise therejA^ain Calcilta interests and the 
interests of the mufessal tax-pu^ y bo consideret. I would like to 
have a free hand as to theseiRail^ If Mr. Dutt move bis resolu¬ 
tion in the following fornyChe lo<^ Government vU raise no objection 
to it :--“Tbi8 Council recommen^to the Govemmtt that a committee 
consisting of officials and non-offiEials be ajqtointed to consider the inci¬ 
dence of the cost of the Calcutta police, with special refeient^ to the pos¬ 
sibility of its being met in whole or part from the proceeds of a police 
rate.’* 


1 move his resolu- 
raise no objection 


There was a suggestion by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay that this 



1 would poiai out to the Council that this is particularly a matter in whi^ 
Calcutta is interested, and 1 think that in the Betrenchment Committee 
Calcutta representation was not conspicuous. In a matter of Uiis kind 
we must let the Corporation of Calcutta, as representing the public of 
Calcutta, have their say, and primd facie it would seem best to have a 
separate committee. 

Mr. A. C. Dutt having accepted the modified I'esolution the President 
put it to the Council* whether the mover would be allowed to move the 
resolution in the modified form. 

The Council agreed. 

The President then stated that the discussion would proceed on the 
resolution as amended. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I decided to oppose the 
motion of Mr. Ihitt but since it has been modified in a very important 
aspect, I do not think it is wortbrwhile for us to oppose it. Sir, I stand 
here as a representative of the citisens of Calcutta and I find that the 
members of this Council, at least some of them, think that the Calcutta 
people or their representatives in the Council are bound to take partial 
and onesided view of the whole question. This is not fair and before 
I proceed further I would give them an Assurance that I am not disposed 
to do so. If it be thought just and proper that Calcutta should bear the 
whole burden of its own police, 1 for myself wou^ accept the situation. 
But, Sir, what struck me most was the unfair and partial comparison 
drawn by some of the members here b^ween Calcutta and certain 
European cities without knowing howj^matters stood. My friend 
Sb ftkharBswar Kay hw'iSade a mistake in placing Calcutta 
on tne" sam^ll^^witk oth^^mties. We know that European cities 
pay taxes much ^ Calcutta. My friend, the mover of the 

resolution, is, I taxes and rate^ujc^yied 

from the citisens of 

have come to them hn are u^f^ktted to them. The most important 
among them is the eicise dutv y a|E the excise duty does not come to 
the citizens of Calcista why rrhii (jw^nlmtti people hear the burden 
of police P They mJy justly sayViv^^ the revenue .and then give 
us the burden. If vu do not givlkus nl^ways and means but only 
ask us to shoulder tin burden will thV he fc^ My friend, the Kumar, 
says that he who p^s for the pipeAhas the right to call the tune. 
I quite agree with him. But does nit Calcutta contribute heavily 
towards the revenues of Bengal P Now can we undertake the upkeep 
of police without help from the public revenue P Another important 
factor is this—is Calcutta only a city for the citizens of Calcutta or 
is it a city ^ the convenience for the whole of Bengal, including my 



Thero is another laotor. If we have to take up the whole burden 
of the Police the Corporation will have to levy an additional tax of 
Tf per cent, over and above the 1^ per cent, we are now paying. Will 
the citieens of Calcutta and the gentlemen coming from mufassal and 
other placos be prepared to bear an additional burden of 7} per cent. ? 
If they are able and willing to do so, then it is all right. There are' 
many other important factors and I am glad to find that Sir Henry 
Wheeler has given the history of the case and has tried to put before 
us the different aspects of the question. I do not object to the whole 
thing being threshed out in the Committee and I am sure that if there 
is an impartial inquiry, we have got nothing to fear. The other day 
we heard a comparison between Bombay and Calcutta and very often 
analogy is drawn between these two cities, but we know that the 
Bombay system is very mpch different to that of Calcutta. Their 
requirements are quite different from those of ours, and the gentlemen 
who draw such comparison often do so without trying to find out what 
the differences are. I hope that the' gentlemen who draw compari¬ 
sons between Calcutta and other cities should study their comparative 
sources of revenue. Give the citizens of Calcutta the revenue of Euro¬ 


pean cities and, I am perfectly sure, they would be prepared to under¬ 
take the police charges. Why should not they? "^ere is the diffi¬ 
culty in taking over the upkeep of the police if we have the funds? 
There is another point that strikes me. Some of the provincial cities 
of India have undertaken the police charge, but it must he remembered 
that they have got the octroi duties. Would you like to have octroi 


duties introduced here by the?Corporation of Calcutta? If you seriously 
do so you may ask. Calcutta tb^gn^dertake the charge of the Police. I 
do not like to tak.e more time of tfie^ouncil. I thinkiLii^h^ wisest 
policy to have an inquiry and we do no^li^ ta;hgj|d||^!^nquiry. Let 
there be an inquiry by all means the air. Let it 

t Calcutta ia^ 5 iojji 8 |J^^^S^*ilege 8 at the cost of 

With these words, Sir, I the amended resolution and 

I welcome an inquiry. V 

Aa SUHRAWARD^^^f^b^^to move thau the question be now 


The PRESIDENT (At Honftle Nawah Sir &red Shamul-Huda): 

I think I should allow one mtfe representative bf Calcutta to speak 
before I put the closure. 


Rai RADHA OH ARAN PAL Bahadur: We are in a democntio 
age, enjoying the fruits of a democratic institution, and I am bun 
t^ members on the official bench will he enjoying a siAt or rather 




the whole idea that dominates his mind is that the cost of the Presidency 
police should be borne by the rate-payers of Calcutta. The Hon*ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler finding* -that this will naturally raise a storm of 
opposition to tiie proposal has come forward with an amended resolu¬ 
tion, which I am, for the time being, prepared to accept. But in this 
connection may I suggest that a slight change in the wording of the 
resolution will perhaps make the intention of the moyer of the amend¬ 
ment and those who are prepared to accept his amendment more clear P 
His amendment runs thus:—** This Council recommends to the Gh>yem- 
ment that a Committee consisting of officials and non-officials be 
appointed to consider the question of the cost of the Calcutta police 
with special reference to the possibility of this being met in whole or 
in part from the proceeds of a police rate.** In lieu of the word 
“ possibility ** I think perhaps 4t will be more clear if the word 
** desirability *’ or “ advisability ** be? substituted. From the speech 
of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, as far as I understand, he does not 
want the House to commit itself to any definite views on the subject. 
It is the intention of the House, I am sure, to get the public opinion 
on tbe subject, to consult all public bodies and then to form their 
opinion on this very important question. Having regard to that fact, 
I think if the word “ desirability ** or “ advisability ’* is substituted 
for tbe word ** possibility,’* the intention of tbe Council will be very 
clear. I do not know whether the Hon’ble mover is indined to accept 
this suggestion. 


Then with reference to the speech that has been delivered by Kumar 
Shib Sbekhareswar Bay, one feature of that speech is that wherever 
the people tax themselves, they shouU havtf the power to administer 
tie proceeds, of that taxation. ;gsom this proposal Sir Henry Wheeler 
has strongly dissfe^d. 

The Hoif>ble Sir' I have merely endea ygMe d. 

to point out that this’ ^htirelsmi.upported Jy’A^enc^rd^^ 

other countries. Bey^d- anything, but have 

simply tried to e^fplatutyi® facts. j\ 

, Rhi RADHA SHAkAM PAL : The history that has been 

.given of the police rates by the Hon’bte^Sir Henry Wheeler is very 
interesting. But I cofce to the 'modtirii history commencing from the 
time of the Justices. We all know that When th^olice rate was imposed 
in Calcutta by the Justices, the whole^ administration of the police, 
including the budget, was entirely in the hands of the Justices. Bead¬ 


ing sopie of the old proceedings of the Corporation, I find that the pay 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Police could not be raised by Bs. 100 
without the sanction of the Justices and.without discussion in the 
Corporation. In 1884« when it was proposed to extend the town of 


in the Corpotaiion as to how to meet the cost of the sanitapy improve¬ 
ments of Calcutta and especially of enlarged Calcutta. The Govern¬ 
ment of Lord Dufferiii came forward with the offer that the burden 
of maintaining the jwlice would be taken off the shoulders of Calcutta, 
and Calcutta would have to spend, as has been stated by the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler, not less than Rs. 3 lakhs for the improvement 
of the added area. We all know that Calcutta is now a changed city, 
and it is due to the steady imju'ovements that have been effected by 
the Corporation, and it is quite clear that from the funds at present 
at the disposal of the Corporation it is impossible for them to pay any 
contribution for the maintenance of the police force in Calcutta. As 
has been very correctly observed or rather estimated by Bai Dr. Hari- 
dhan Dutt Bahadui* one per cent, will raise about Rs. 4 lakhs and if we 
have to pay roughly Rs. 26 to Rs. 30 lakhs, -4t will come to 7 or 8 per 
cent. I do not know whether not only the people of Calcutta but the 
people of the mufussal, who largely reside in Calcutta,, would be pre¬ 
pared to pay this double taxation, i.e., taxation in Calcutta for the 
maintenance of the ]x>lice as well as taxation for the maintenance of 
ix)lice in their own place. I think, therefore, having regard to all these 
facts the matter should be left entirely open, ahd in that view I suggest 
that the word ** po.ssibility ” should be substituted by the word 
** desirability ** or “ advisability.^* For my part I may say this: that 
Calcutta is not a city for the people of Calcutta only: it is the 
premier city of Tudia, it is the provincial capital of Bengal, and people 
from all parts of Bengal come and reside here. The question of further 
taxation will naturally be a very intricate question l^cause it will not 
be possible to levy rates only on the property-holders of Calcutta. If 
taxation is to be levied it must he levied on all people coming and 
sojourning here. And then the question oLincome-tax been touched 
upon by the mover of the .original resoluti«^3%EA^al yield of income- 
_the entire province is jBSi^Sarores. and I understand 

5al barring^Rs. 30 or Ifcr.- 40 lakhJ^^/Sfiole of the rest is realised 
in Calcutta. Therefore it will be aeemr^ the po^ce force, if necessary, 
is more necessary for not only th|gtejple 'of Calcutta but also for the 
trade and commerce of Calcutt^/w^mh means the trade and commerce 
of the entire province of Beng^T. 

Then reference has alsw beenAnade to the e^fcise tax—whether the 
excise tax will endure o|^vanish 1 do not know—^but this also brings in 
a large amount to the coffers of JGovernment. In,Bombay, Madras and 
in other Presidency towns, the municipalities have got this extra revenue 
to their Exchequer, but in Calcutta they have none. I think, thereforo, 
all these points should be considered hnd the matter should be kept 
entirely open. I therefore thii* that, if the Hon*ble Member is pre¬ 
pared to substitute the word “ advisability ** or “ desirabilitv m lieu 


Raja MANILAL SIMCH ROY: I be? to moTe that tbe question be 
now put. 

The motion for closure was then put, and on a diTision being taken 
it was lost. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I must first of all congratulate 
the poor yillager, like Kumar Shib Sbokhareswar Bay, who having x>aid 
his <)uota to the Hs. 55 htkhs ol chowkidari tax, now comes to support a 
proposal which means his .paying something more, as a rich citizen of 
Calcutta. After the history of the Calcutta police which has been given 
.by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, it is hardly necessary to go into the 
details of this question. While moving a resolution in the last Council 
for the retrenchment of the police expenditure, I suggested that the 
Calcutta police and* the Bengal police might be amalgamated. Now, 
it is a question of very great importanoo, because the supervision of the 
Calcutta police has practically been taken away from the hands of the 
Inspector-deiieral (»f l*olice, Bengal, who is mainly responsible to the 
Government of Bengal and through the Government of Bengal to this 
Council. On the principle that the man who pays the piper calls for the 
tune, a separate establishment for the Calcutta police has no justification. 
As has been said by the Kumar Bahaduir of Tahirpur, a new committee 
has been appointed to go into the question of the organisation of tbe jwlice 
of Bengal. If this question of the maintenance of tbe Calcutta police 
is referred to a separate committee, then there is great danger that the 
deliberations of these two committees may come into conflict and that 
there may be want of co-ordination. Therefore, I would request both 
the mover of the resolution and the Hon^hle Member of Government to 
consider whether it would not be advisable to refer this matter to the 
committee which has already been appointed. As regards the question 
of the extraordinarily lCfcXfl. 58 ?tpenditure that the Calcutta police costs 
the people, my .friend Rai .T)r.. Haridhan Butt Bahadur 
comparison between Calcutta and. Bombay because he seems to think 
that there is a great jdeal of difft -^nce between the conditions of Cal¬ 
cutta and those of Bombay whieV ^^.f^erence in his opinion is not known 
to the cntics. I hope my friend, tbe Rai Bahadur, will admit that the 
Government of India, at any rate, may be supposed to know tbe differ¬ 
ence that exists between tbe system prevailing in Calcutta and that in 
Bombay. I Hope it mil not surprise him to hear that the Finance Com¬ 
mittee of the Government of India, as early as 1887, directed an inquiry 
to be made as to the relative cost of the Presidency police of the three 
towns of Madras, Calcutta and Bombay, and the res^t of that inquiry 
showed that the cost of the Calcutta police was the heaviest of all. The 
reason given was that in a big industrid and rich city like Calcutta, the 
cost was bound to be gp*eat. I ask, in all seriousness, is it fair to ask 
the whole of Bengal to i)ay for the special cost of policing an industrial 


report, that gooiiclaism, which is a special feature of the city of Gal* 
cutta, requires a large amount of police force, necessitating a great deal 
of expenditure. In order to protect the industrial citiaens of Calcutta 
from goondaism, is it fair to ask the villagera to pay? Does Calcutta 
pay for the cost cf llio village chowkidarP I think it is only fiur ihat 
the citiaens and industrialists of Calcutta should come forward to hear 
their share of the cost. Government have been pleased to say that they 
have accepted the principle of. the resolution, hut I again suggest to 
the mover of the resolution and the Hon* hie Member of Government 
that this matter should he referred to the committee that has already been 
appointed, so that the question of the amalgamation of the Calcutta 
and the Bengal police and the question of transfer of the financial 
responsibility from one head to the other, may not he jeopardised. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I oppose not only the original 
resolution hut also the one for a committee as suggested by the 
Hon'hle Sir Henry Wheeler. I have much pleasure in seconding the 
amendment which has been moved by Rai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
I understand he has suggested that in the resolution which has been 
moved,by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler the word “ possibility ** 
should be substituted by the word ** desirability.** I beg to submit 
that if it is to be referred to a committee, the committee should inquire 
into the question of the desirability or advisability of asking the Cal¬ 
cutta Corporation to pay for the maintenance of the police of Calcutta. 
We are informed that the cost of the maintenance of the Presidency 
police is Bs. 35 lakhs per annum. It appears that one per cent, of the 
rate of the Calcutta Corporation totals about Bs. lakhs, and, there¬ 
fore, if the Corporation is called upon to pay this sum they shall have 
to increase the rates which are at present 1 9| pe r cent, by about 6| per 
cent. Not only that. They are already o^Hmtted to several schemes 
^MilfiTrtiHIb^urpose also they shall increase the rates further. The Cal¬ 
cutta Corporation has just sanctioned a scheme for the improvement of 
the water supply costing Bs. 2 cror^ and for the improvemeut of the 
drainage, I understand, they shaUnave io incur an expenditure of 
another crore of rupees. So far as the Calcutta Improvemeut Trust is 
concerned, it has already committed itself to the improvement of Bara- 
bazar, and the citizens of Calcutta shall luive to additional rates 
and taxes for these improvements. The oitixens of Calcutta x^y a huge 
sbm as income-tax. It appears from the answer which has just been 
given that, out of Bs. 4,39,000 Calcutta contributes Bs. 3,46,(HK) as 
income-tax. All the proceeds of stamps are utilised by the Government 
of Bengal and not a single farthing is paid 1o the Calcutta Corporation. 
Calcutta is the centre of commerce of Bengal; it is also the centre of 
industries. In other civilised cities which have been just inferred to» 



the commercial cities of Europe similar is the state of things in Oal- 
cutta. I urge that the police charges should, on the same ground, be 
paid by the Qoyemment and not by the Corporation. It is well known 
to you that the Calcutta Corporation has to contribute a substantial 
sum towards the maintenance of the hospitals of Calcutta and in these 
hospitals not only the citizens of Calcutta but also the x>oople from the 
mufassal are interested. Government is primarily responsible for the 
protection of life and property of the people and therefore this charge 
should be met by the Government and not by the local people. It may be 
said that the chowkidari tax is realised from the villagers; I am opposed 
to it on that ground, but that is no reason why the citizens of Calcutta 
should be called upon to pay for their x>oli^. 

With these remarks, Sir, I t>eg to submit that as Calcutta is the 
premier city of India and as Calcutta is the capital of the province of 
Bengal, this charge be met, not by the Calcutta Corporation, not even 
by the Government of Bengal but, by the Government of India. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AINS In these days of 
financial stringency, in these (^ys when we are faced with an over¬ 
whelming deficit, it is our duty to find out means whereby the inrqads on 
the general revenues of the country may be decreased. In England, and 
in all the other European countries, all the cities pay for the mainten¬ 
ance of their Own police. Now, in this very Bengal, the village police 
is maintained, by an organisation called Panchayat. If the Bengal 
rural police is maintained by the levy of local rates from the villagers, 

1 think that there can be no reason why the Calcutta police and the town 
police which are maintained for the benefit of Calcutta and particular 
towns respectively should not be maintained by local rates. If the 
villagers are compelled to maintain their own police force, I do not 
know what can be the reason to exempt the dwellers of Calcutta and 
other towns from maintaining their own police. Are the dWbiiirit of 
the villages richer and’wealthier than those of Calcutta and other, 
towns? I do not think they are. I do not think that any one will ^ 
assert that the dwellers of Calcutta and other towns are poorer. I 
think that every one will agree that the people of Calcutta are far 
wealthier than the villagers. Therefore, in order to remove the differ¬ 
ential treatment between the villagers, and town and Calcutta people 
and also to free the general revenues, I would support this resolution. 
Rai Dr. Haridhan Dntt Bahadur says that they do not get any excise*^ 
revenue. In other larger towns of Europe, they get excise revenue. 
Therefore, the Calcutta people should not be made iot pay for tbeir 
police. Whether the Calcutta Corporation should or should not get 
a portion or whole of the excise revenue is a different question alto¬ 
gether. If the Calcutta Corporation pays for the police, then they may 


what we are considering is whether the Calcutta Corporation should not 
be made to pay for their own police. If this principle is accepted, then 
the other question of the demand of the Corporation for a portion of 
the excise revenue may be considered at another time. 

Then my friend Babu Amulya Dhone Addy says that the Corpora¬ 
tion is going to incur enormous expenditure on other schemes: 
therefore, they should not be made to pay for their police. If they are 
going to spend enormous sumsj it is only for their own benefit and not 
for the benefit of Bengal. It must also be borne in mind that the 
Calcutta people get their income fi‘om the mufassal. The industrial 
and commercial magnates get their income from the mufassal. 

Mr. R. M. WAT80N-8MYTHS Certainly not. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN; That may not be 

your opinion, but, in my opinion, the grains of Bengal contribute not 
a little to the prosperity of these merchants, and where do these grains 
come from? They come from the mufassal and it is by dealing on 
these grains that these merchants make their money. 

Then those fdoths which they import from England and other foreign 
countries. To whom do they sell? They sell all these to the mufassali- 
tes and it is from there they make their piles. 

Then again where do these Calcutta lawyers earn their money from ? 
It is from the mufassal litigants that they earn their money. There¬ 
fore I say that all these industrial niagrintes and commercial magnates 
and the lawyers of Calcutta earn their money from the mufassal and it 
is not for them to say that we shall not spend anything for the benefit of 
the mufassalites, and the mufassal people also do not want that they 
should spend an 3 'thing for them. What they want is hare justice. As 
1 have already submitted, look to London and other industrial and com- 
merc i a^" c ities. They all maintain their police. Look even to your 
own villages. They maintain their own police. Why should not Calcutta 
peoide be compelled to pay for their police? Will they grudge this 
Rs. 36 lakhs, which is not a very large sum for the industrial and com¬ 
mercial magnates and big lawyers. Compare the wealth of the whole 
of Bengal with that of Calcutta and you will find that the whole wealth 
of Bengal is concentrated in Calcutta. When that is the case, they 
should be made to pay not only for the maintenance of their own police 
by which they are benefited but also for some other things. I think that 
the proposition that has been brought before this Council by my friend 
Mr. Dutt is quite correct and he is quite right in saying that the Cal¬ 
cutta people should bear their portion of the expendituro. Under the 
Bengal Local Self-Government and Municipal Acts, the town people 
must be made to pay for their own police. Their turn will come next. 


repeated then. The only question now before the House is wheUier the 
Calcutta people should be made to pay for their police or not, and 1 
sulnnit for the reasons, which I have adduced and also for the reasons 
which my fiiend Mr. Butt has submitted, the principle that the Calcutta 
people should be made to pay for their own police should be accepted, 
especially so when the villagers are paying for the maintenance of their 
own police. The inequity is extreme. Fomierly the chowkidars were 
maintained by the assignment of G-overnmcnt lands. Later, these lands 
were confiscated by Government and subsequently settled with the land- 
lords. The villagers were then exempted from paying any chowkidari 
tax, but now in virtue of the Village Chowkidari Act and also by virtue 
of this new Act, which has recently been passed and which is going to 
be enforced under the Village Self-Government Act, the villagers are 
made to pay for the maintenance of their police. 1 do not know what 
earthly reason can be assigned for exempting these rich people who have 
impoverished rui‘al Bengal and why should they not he compelled equally 
to pay for their police ? 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution which has been 
moved hy my friend. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; This resolution is, to my 
mind, a very mischievous one, though apparently it looks as innocent as 
the mover himself. One thing that strikes me is that it leads to a quarrel 
between Calcutta and the mufassal and my esteemed friend the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler has, by his speech, helped the mufassal people and 
is now sitting quietly enjoying the fun. There may be two ideas in liis 
mind; one to see how we quaiTel and how we divide, and they rule, or 
there may be another—that is the more reasonable view—that is, tbat 
this Hs. 35 lakhs must come out of Calcutta. Mr. Butt thinks that by 
making Calcutta pay this sum, they will be required to pay less. Not 
the least, do not think so. You will be made to pay all the same. You 
will not get this Hs. 35 lakhs to be utilised in the mufassal for sanita¬ 
tion. Never think so. The Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler has certainly 
not given you any hope that this Rs. 35 lakhs, or it may be Hs. 55 lakhs, 
is going to be spent by Government in the mufassal for sanitary improve¬ 
ments. Never think so. Why quarrel over nothing P Calcutta and 
the rest of Bengal is but one. Unnecessary waste of time and unneces¬ 
sary quarrel. The money is ours. We are the children of the soil. 
We are all one and the same and belong to the same household. It is 
useless quarrelling over nothing. 

As regards the liability of Calcutta to pay, I think that it is well 
for hon’hle members to remember tbgt so far as the Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion is concerned, we have come absolutely to the end of our tether. 
Under the Act, the maximum rate, which can be levied is 23 per cent. 


rate amounts to 25 per cent. We are now levying 19| per cent. We 
have come up to the topmost rung of the ladder. If we have got to 
pay Bs. 35 lakhs, plus something every year which the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler has not got to collect, you will expect that in that 
matter you will not have the opposition of the whole Council. It is the 
poor people that will shout; if they are to pay Bs. 10 lakhs, Bs. 20 lakhs, 
go on ad injinitwm, TEe result will be this: We are now levying 
per cent, and if we add 7 per cent, more it becomes 26} per cent, far 
more than what is provided in the Act, far more than the people of 
Calcutta can pay. But you may very well say, “ we do not care if you 
have reached the topmost limit of taxation.** That is very good. So 
long as you come to Calcutta, drink our Erst class water and use our 
sewage, you may choose or can afford to be ungrateful, but you must 
remember that but for tiiis splendid town and the great improvements 
in its public health, where will these mufassal gentlemen, who are 
suffering from malaria or other diseases, go to if they want to recoup 
their health P Calcutta has not been doing any good to them. You 
simply say, ** let Calcutta pay.** I shall be the last person to suggest 
that we have a right to be selfish. Oh, nol If we are paid our dues 
by the Government, we have not the slightest objection to pay this 
Bs. 35 lakhs, plus something or plus something. Xjet them pay us the 
excise revenue. Let them pay us a portion of the income-tax. We 
shall do all these. Otherwise, where will the money come from? 

My esteemed friend is a member of the Bar here. He is a mufassal 
man. He will have to pay here and will have to pay there also. The 
gentleman was born in the mufassal but brought up in a town. Bengal 
is one. Interest is the same. The difference is merely nominal, simply 
an eye-wash. Ijet it not be divided into two—Calcutta and non-Cal¬ 
cutta. ITseless fight! 

There is another matter. I just thought whether 1 should support 
this resolution or not but as a rule as it was said of Bicbard Cobden that 
whenever the Times took a certain attitude, he always took the opposite 
view, so, as soon as I found that Government is willing to accept this 
resolution, I found out that there must be something in it. I must 
oppose it and am bound to oppose it. Why is Government anxious to 
support it F Everybody can very well see that the object is to get Bs. 35 
lakhs from Calcutta, but tbe Bs. 2 crores from the mufassal will always 
be the same. Who will he there to oppose it? Divide the Council into 
Calcutta and non-Calcutta and make our rule more firm. I will ask my 
friends not to listen to the friendly advice of the Hon’hle Sir Henry 
Wheeler. I^et us suffer together. Suffering together is the only chance 
of doing good to ourselves. Do not try to make yourself ultra loyal. 
We are brothers. Let us suffer together. Let us make our protests 


what we should do and not what you want. That is not the correct 
attitude at all. 

ProfaMOr $■ Cb MUKHERJI: 1 beg to move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion was carried. 

A division was then taken with the following result:— 

AYES. 


Afali Nawabsatfa K. M. Khan sahadur. 
Ahmaili Khan Sahadur Mauivi Watimuddln. 
Ahmad, Mautvi Smaduddin. 

Ahmad, Hr. H. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Rat Uddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi YahuinudMn. 

Ahmad, Munahi Jatar. 

Arnamuddin, Mauivi Rhandakar. 

Atam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Han'Ma Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Biaa, Mr, S. E. 

Bampaa, Mr. 0. H. 

Charmafcar, Babu RaMk Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaSaar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadav. 

Das Cupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
Donald, Mr. 4, 

Outt, Mr. Ajay Chundar. 

Dutta« Babu Annada Charan. 

Outta, Babu Indtt Bhuahan. 

Paroqui, K. O. M. 
pranrii, Mr. F. 0. 

Qhatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani. 

Oupta, Mr. N. B. 

Haq, Mauivi A. K. Fasl-ul. 

Hophynt, Mr. W. S. 

Hua, Mauivi EkramuL 

Hutaain, Mauivi Mahammad Madaaaur. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi FaMul. 

Karr, tha Han’Ma Mr. S. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamldsid^in. 


Khan, Mauivi Md. RaSqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. d. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdmn, 
tha Hon'bif. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. c. 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. 
Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhona. 
Mukharji, Prafassar S. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 
Mulliak, Babu Niroda Bahary. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

O'Kinaaly, Lt^Cal. Fraderlak. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Pahlawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ranim, tha Han'bla Sir Abd*ur. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray. Babu Bhabandra Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy. Babu Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Roy, Babu dogandra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu^Nalini Rath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Ray, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Saiiaja Nath. 
Sarfcar, Babu dogosh Chandra. 

Mnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Suhravrardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haman. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahaad. 
Whadlar, tha Hon'bla Sir Hanry, 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Alay, Shaikh Mabboob. 

Ali. Mr. Syad Krfan. 

Baau, Bahu datindra Nath. 

Baso, Mr. s. M. 

Da, Bahu PanindralaL 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Marldhan. 

UM, Raja Rtohao Caw. 


Moitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 
Mulliak, Babu Surandra Nath. 
Pal, Rm Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath, 
stark, Mr. H. A. 

WataanSmytli, Mr. It M. 


SUts Madieai FaouHy. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKERS ** Tliis Council reoomxnendB to 
Oovernment the establishment of a State Faculty of Examiners to con¬ 
trol the existing institutions of Homceopathy, Ayurvedi and Unani, 
thereby standardising the system of education followed in the several 
kinds of institutions.’* 

One of the crying needs of the day is to have as many qualified medical 
practitioners as possible with the limited resources at our command. 
Besides the AUopatbist, our countrymen resort to other medical practi* 
tioners, vis., the Homoeopathist, the Kaviraj and the Hakims, hut I am 
sorry to say that although there is no dearth in number of these practi¬ 
tioners, their qualifications are hopelessly meagre and some of them do 
not at all possess even the rudimentary knowledge of medical science. 
To combat this evil and in order that duly qualified practitioners of 
Homceopathy, Ayurvedi and TJnani may be turned out in large numbers, 
some arrangement should be made to foster the existing institutions by 
framing a standard of the education to be followed there. 

As regards Homoepathy there exists as many institutions as there 
are leading practitioners, the total number known being about a 
The.se so-called institutions bring out annually about 260 students most 
of whom, I am afraid, have not got even the primary knowledge of 
medical science, though some of them possess a high sounding diploma 
closedy analogous to the degrees and diplomas of Indian universities. 
JThese institutions are neither provided with the requirements necessary 
to impart even the preliminaiy knowledge of medical science nor is any 
sort of discipline maintained w'hereby the regularity of attendance of 
the students as well a.s of the teachers might he secured. The final 
examinations of the candidates of these institutions are also done in 
a very perfunctory way so that practically all the examinees come out 
successful. 

As regards Ayurvedi and Unani, I may state that there are practi¬ 
cally as many institutions as there are Eavirajes and Hakim. In view 
of the fact that a committee has recently been appointed to investigate 
the Ayurvedic and TJnani systems of medicine, I think the above com¬ 
mittee will be able to divulge the secrets how the existing Eavirajes and 
Hakims do get their Upadhis and Khitahs from their respective precep¬ 
tors. Amongst the institutions now running there are a few of them 
which may serve the purpose of turning out qualified practitioners if 
Government control them and arrange for their syllabuses of study pro¬ 
viding surgery, midwifery, etc. I may mention the name of the Ayur¬ 
vedi College at Fariapukur Street founded by Eaviraj Jamini Bhusan 
Boy, V.A., M.B., with a qualified staff, which may well serve the purpose 
of sending candidates to such examination. The Homoeopatluc College 


The financial consideration should not be a bar against instituting 
such a faculty by Government. The examination fees will go a great 
way to meet the expenses and if the Government looks sympathetically 
on Homoeopathy, Ayurvedic and Unani systems, I daresay my country¬ 
men will not be wanting to carry on this work by founding good insti¬ 
tutions answering to requirements. 

In the above circumstances it is desirable that good institutions 
capable of taming out qualified practitioners in the aforesaid three 
systems of medicines are sadly needed for the benefit of our poor country¬ 
men. For this purpose the establishment of a State Faculty of Examiners 
will, I believe, be able to control the existing institutions and will 
ultimately make them sound ones capable of turning out qualified medi¬ 
cal practitioners thereby saving, the public from the hands of unscru¬ 
pulous men. 

The Hoifble Sir 8UREKDRA NATH BANERJEA: I accept much 
of what has been said by the mover of this resolution, but I am afraid 
I do not see my way to see eye to eye wiih him in regard to the resolu¬ 
tion which he wants this House to adopt. I am afraid my friend is under 
some mi apprehension with regard to the exact purport and the scope 
and object of the Bengal Medical Act, ahd the organisations which have 
been formed under it. Under the Act, we have got the State 
Faculty. The State Faculty organises examinations of students of 
schools and colleges approved by the Council of Medical Registration. 
That is the system which is at jnescnt in vogue, my friend will under¬ 
stand that the whole of this system, and the whole of the organisation 
is based on the acceptance of one system of medicine by the State, vis., 
Allopathy. Homoeopathy has absolutely no place either among the 
personal of the State Faculty or that of the Council of Medical 
Registration. Obviously, bodies constituted such as these, are not 
qualified to deal with homoeopathic institutions or to suggest means for 
^eir improvement. Therefore, if this resolution is accepted, organisa¬ 
tions wiU have to be formed outside the scope of the Bengal Medical Act. 
That is my first objection to the resolution. 

My second objection is that a substantial part of the resolution is now 
$uh judice. My friend has already referred to the two committees, one 
dealing with the Unani system of medicine, and the other with the 
A 3 rurvedic system. The object of these committees is to suggest means 
for the restoration and iniprovement of those systems. 

Therefore, at least two-thirds of the proposition which he asks the 
House to accept is covered by these two committees, which are sitting 
to consider these two systems. It seems to me, therefore, and I am 
prepared to proceed, as far as it is possible for a Government to proceed, 


them to twftlgA aucK recommendationB as they .may think fit m aooor^anoe 
with the terms of the resolution. I hope this will satisfy my friend> 
and that he will withdraw his resolution. 

Babil HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: After the assurance given by 
the Hon’ble the Minister, I beg leave to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Restrictiork on intoxioating liquors and drugs. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJIS “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that eanly action be taken to restrict the constimption 
of intoxicating liquors and drugs in Calcutta and Bengal on the 
following lines, via.:—(1) the application of the principle of local 
option to municipal areas as a first step towards the full realisation 
of the policy of self-government in excise administration; (2) the 
acceptance of the policy of restricted consumption by— (i) the levying 
of an enhanced duty and an increase of retail market prices; {it) a 
reduction in the number of shops and the strict application of depart¬ 
mental rules to the sites of shops; (m) the limitation of hours of sale; 
and {iv) the reduction of the issue of strength.’* 

This resolution is a demand for the irreducible minimum. The 
country as a whole demands total prohibition. No other subject 
commands such absolute unanimity. The Hindu, the Muhammadan, 
the Indian Christian, the Moderate and the Extremist, the co-operator 
and the non-co-operator stand on a common platform so far as the 
excise policy is concerned. Nothing would give me greater pleasure 
than to see Bengal pronounced ** dry ” to-morrow. Look at resolu¬ 
tions Nos. 16 and 167. Resolution No. 15 runs thus: ** This Council 
recommends to the Government that immediate steps be taken by the 
issue of circulars to officers concerned, directing them to limit the 
number of licensed liquor shops, and otherwise to discourage the drink 
habit in Bengal, with a view to total prohibition within 3 years,” and 
resolution No. 167 runs thus: ” This Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee of members of this Council, with a non¬ 
official majority, be appointed without delay, to consider what measures 
may be adopted to prevent any Moslem from buying or selling wine.” 
There you have an amplification of the Muhammadan attitude towards 
the subject. 

But there are important practical considerations that have prompted 
me to adopt a policy of restricted consumption. It .is no intention 
of mine to introduce a huge financial dislocation at a time of fin pnAiyi 
stringency. The Government derives an enormous revenue out of 


my resolution ft policy of restricted consumption. How is this policy 
to be ti'anslated into action? 

The vOTy first step is the adoption of the principle of local option 
in municip^ areas. The settled policy of the GoTemment in excise 
administration is maximum of reyenue with minimum of consumption. 
I have no desire to enter into the thorny question as to whether the 
Government has succeeded in carrying out its policy. The Govern¬ 
ment thinhg it has; the people think it has not. The people tbink 
the policy has signally failed. The enormous increase in revenue means 
a very appreciable increase in consumption. The Government says, 
and says emphatically, revenue is not its primary considemtion. The 
people say, and say emphatically, revenue is the primary consideration 
with the Government. 

The excise policy of the Government is not the policy of the people 
of the country. We want restricted consumption and we do not mind 
if it means a shrinkage in revenue. Our ultimate goal is total pro¬ 
hibition and we are praying for the day when the whole of the excise 
revenue will be blotted out of our provincial budget. 'It certainly 
means* taking a huge responsibility, hut we are doing it with our eyes 
wide open. The working out of such an ideal will, perhaps, pave the 
way foit taxation in cei'tadn other directions. We would far ratheir 
see that that is done than to be a party to a revenue which is derived 
at the expense of the physical deterioration, the intellectual stagnation 
and the moral ruination of a people. In a matter like this, the voice 
of the people must be the determining factor. Excise is no longer a 
reserved subject. It is a transferred subject and the voice of the people 
must prevail here. In my resolution I have, therefore, indicated the 
first step. That first step is the application of the principle of local 
option to municipal areas. I consider it to he a very modest demand. 
There are large sections of people who will feel I have not gone far 
enough. I have already given my reason. I have no desire to bring 
about a financial crisis. 

The Hon’ble Minister has already issued a communiqui in which 
he has enunciated his excise policy. His attitude towards this import¬ 
ant matter is reflected there. We are deeply grateful to him. His 
whole attitude is quite sympathetic. He is the representative of the 
people and it is his paramount duty to take the people into his full 
confidence. In a matter like this his policy must be determined by the 
will of the peoifie. 

I have, therefore, advocated the principle of local option. The 
Punjab Council has already adopted this principle. The Madras Temper¬ 
ance'Bill, based on local option, is on the legislative anvil there and I 


It may be said there ia the provision for Licensing ^Boards and 
Excise Advisory Committees. Here yon have the testimony of a non¬ 
official member of the Licensing Board for the Calcutta district— 

The purpose for which the liiceBsing Board was crested, to introduce an element 
of public control, has never been realised. Hie officials have always had a maiority 
and Bevenue autiiorities have decided matters. The influence of the Collector has 
been much too strong and the Board has not been a real licensing authority at all. 
It has not had anything to do with wholesale licenses; it has not had anything to do 
with the choice of vendors; it has not had anything to do with the settlement of 
hours of saie or the strength at which liquor should he sold. It has never been able 
to influence the department so that the consumption of liquor and drugs was really 
restricted I 

What does this go to show f It goes to show this that the popular 
control^has been practically nil. Now, what is wanted is the applica¬ 
tion of the principle of local option. That is our irreducible minimum. 
If the Reforms really mean self-government by the people, here is a 
sphere in which it can he granted. 

The only argument that appears to have weight is that this policy 
interferes with personal liberty and the majority want to tyrannise 
over the minority. This is what the drinkers of the United Staten 
are saying. But social welfare is quite as important as individual 
pleasure and, in many matters, as in the case of dealing with oihov 
poisons, the control of the majority over the liberty of the minority is 
not regarded as unfair. The real question is: Is it an evil? That is 
the crucial point. If so, such a tyranny is justifiable. The Govern¬ 
ment admits it is an evil, or else it would not advocate minimum con¬ 
sumption; it would not advocate the policy of raising taxation as high 
as possible; it would not be prepared to reduce the number of shops, 
etc. It is a clear admission that it is a social evil and, as such, must 
be done away with. We cannot perpetuate an evil for ever. 

The Council here adjourned for fifteen minutes. * 

The Council reassembled at 6-30 p.m. 

ProfOSSOT 8a Ca MUKHERJIa Now I pass on to the second port of 
my resolution. The four points mentioned there are not against the 
declared policy of Government. But this policy is based on a vitiated 
principle. That principle is set forth in the Bengal Government resolu- 
tiou, No. 1322 S.R., dated the 4th August, 1914. The following 

sentence occurs in paragraph 5 of that resolution:— 

The Govemment of India have no desire to interfoe witii the habits of those who 
use alcohol in moderation; Giis is regarded as outside the duty of Qovemmont nnd 
it is necessary to moke due provision for the needs of such persons. 

Or, in other words, the principle is the Govemment exists for the 
moderate drinker. It thinks its duty to supply drink and drugs to 
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of the various means mentioned in the resolution. Whether it be the 
question of enhancing duty or inci'easiug of retail prices, or whether 
it be the question of reducing shops or limiting hours of sale, the whole 
thing must be so managed as not to put the moderate drinker to any 
trouble or hardship. 

We are up in arms against such a principle. Drinks and drugs 
are not necessaries of life. This parental solicitude on the part of the 
Qovemment for the moderate drinker is inexplicable to us. To us the 
moderate drinker of to-day is the confirmed drinker of to-morrow. We 
want the Government to abandon this principle and to apply the means 
without any reference to the moderate drinker. This will certainly 
mean a change in the mentality of the Govomment. But it will mean 
a great boon to the country in^the shape of restricted consumption. 
W^t is needed is to make those who drink and take drugs pay more 
heavily for their so-called pleasures; deal more drt^tically with 
numbers of shops and sites, to reduce the hours of sale and to lower 
the issue-strength of alcohol. 

The resolution contemplates an urgent and much needed social 
reform. This is the crying need of the hour. I appeal to the Govern¬ 
ment to come to our rescue, to respect our wishes and to save our 
I)eop]e. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to rise to the occasion and 
to uphold the cherished traditions of the country. I appeal to him to 
identify himself with us in the matter and help us in our struggle. 
It will mean the salvation of thousands of families in this province. 
His name will go down to }K}sterity as a great benefactor of humanity. 
I appeal to the Council to adopt this I'esolution without a single dis¬ 
sentient voice. We are the accredited representatives of 45 millions 
of people. lici us be true to the great trust reposed in us. 

Mr* RAZAUR RAHMAN KHANS I wish to amend my resolution 

in the following form:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken by the issue of circulars to officers concerned, directing them 
to limit the number of licensed liquor shops, and otherwise to dis¬ 
courage the drink habit in Bengal, with a view to total prohibition within 
as short a period as practicable.’* 

Tha PRESIDENT: You are permitted to make the alteration. 

MFi RAZAUR RAHMAN KHANS It is with a full sense of res¬ 
ponsibility and not without a keen appreciation of the difficulties that 
the Government will have to encounter if total prolubition be adopted 
in Bengal, that I rise to>day to move this resolution. My learned 


that of mine. I want total prohibition. Profeseor Hnkberji’a ia an 
elaboration of the present excise policy of the GoTemment of Bengal^ 
%.e*f so to exercise the excise law as would produce the maximum of 
reyenue from a minimum of consumption. 

My resolution goes to the root of the eyil of the drink system. 
What I want to impress upon the Goyemment is the necessity of recog¬ 
nising iotfld prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of 
intoxicating liquor as the ultimate aim of their excise policy. 

All sound legislations are the outcome of the solicitude of the Goyem¬ 
ment for the welfare of the goyerned. And the most conyincing pleas 
for self-determination of nations and of the institution of national 
Goyemments derive their greatest momentum :hom the fact that the 
natives of a country know best what legislation would he most con¬ 
ducive to the welfare of their country. The success of the Reforms 
must depend pn how far the elected representatives of the people are 
enabled to determine and fashion the future policy of the country. 
And so with no uncertain voice we must let the Executive Govern¬ 
ment know what the inhabitants of the province, rich or poor, 
irrespective of race and religion, think of the drink problem in Bengal. 
1 do not believe that there is any section of responsible Indian opinion 
that has not clearly and without ambiguity declared itself for the total 
prohibition of the liquor traffic in India at the earliest possible date. 
I do not press the time-limit of three years as ihe essence of my reso¬ 
lution. All I aim at is to make the Government realise its dnty of 
making Bengal dry within as short a })eriod as practicable. 

I need not indict a homily on you as to the necessity for total.pro¬ 
hibition in Bengal. The evil effects of intoxicating drinks are well 
known. Both the great religions of India, Hindnism and Islam, con¬ 
demn the drink habit in no uncertain terms. In former times all legis¬ 
lation used to draw its sanction from religion; but at this late 
day of tbe world religious considerations alone are seldom allowed tO 
interfere with tbe course of legislation. But though religion is no more 
an apparent factor in law-making, yet its latent influence on tbe law¬ 
makers is qnite well known. Therefore I do not think it will he quite 
out of place if I just quote what the Hindu religion and the Muham¬ 
madan religion have to say on this question of temperance. Ancient 
Hindu legislators are quite positive on this point. The greatest of 
Hindu Munis and leaders of thought in the past condemned drinking. 

**Madya (wine, even of tiie superior kind) shotild not be drank by anybody, or 
given to anybody, or accepted by anybody.** 

**A tmoe.boni man who has (intentionally) drank, throngh dehuion of mind, 
(tbe spiritaoas liqaor^alled) Sura shall drink ti^at liqaor boiling hot; when his body 
has been completely scalded by that, he is freed from his gailt. Or he may drink 
cow’s mine, water, milk, darified butter or Hquid oowdung boiling hot until he dies.** 



Of tlM pancAo-nta inuoh if inoambent on nil proftafing the religion of Bnddhe, 
tile fifth one prehihitf the nte of drinka and dmga altogether. It nma aa followa :~ 

**atti4.sen^ pamAdatthinA veramani aikkhApadam aamidiyiimi." 

“The nae of all aorto of intoxicating or apirituoua liqaora or droga ia the road to 
death. I accept thia inatmction.“ 

Buddhism says that the use of all sorts of intoxicating and spirituous 
liquors or drugs lead to death. As to Islam, once an ag^t of an 
international federation of temperance workers requested the late Sir 
Sayed of Aligarh to join their their orgaisation. Sir Sayed’s retort was 
that he belonged to the greatest Temperance Federation of the world 
and that he was a Mussalman. The Koranic writers are quite clear on 
this point. 

O you vho beliere t intoxicanta and games of (dionoes and (sacrificing to) stones 
set up and (diriding by) arrows are c»ly an uncleanness, the deTil’s work; shun it 
therefore that yon may be anccessfol.—^Al-maidah (90). 

They ask you about intoxicants and games of chance. Say: In both of them 
there is a great sin and means of profit for men, and their sin is greater than their 
profit.—^Al-Bagma (219). 

This much as to the attitude of the Hindus and Koslems to the drink 
problem. I believe that our Christian and European friends in India 
are also not without sympathy for the cause of temperance. The acti¬ 
vities of the Rev. Anderson of the Calcutta Temperance Federation and 
of the Rev. Andrews of the Anglo-Indian League of Temperance go to 
show how earnest some of our Christian brethren are in the cause of 
temperance. Sir, as I have said before, religious considerations alone 
cannot guide the course of legislation in the modem world. We ought 
to look to the rationale of the question and wc must judge the question 
on its merits. The curse of the drink habit has been fully realised 
in the West. The WeH which had so long been given to inveterate 
drinking, tbat West has now realised the evil effects of it. The United 
States of America have gone dry—completely dry. The law of pro¬ 
hibition has been incorporated in the constitution of the American 
Republic and those who know the constitution of the American Republic 
know what tbat means. In Canada, a part of the glorious British 
Empire, in the Prince Edward island they have adopted complete pro¬ 
hibition. In 1908, Iceland by a popular vote resolved to prohibit tbe 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquor. In Norway, 
nearly half tbe towns adojited probibition under tbe law of 1906. In 
Belgium and Switserland, the manufacture and importation of absinthe 
was forbidden in 1908. In Australia and New Zealand and other parts 
of the British Empire the prohibition movement is, I believe, gaining 
fast ground; and I would not be surprised if one fine morning I read 
in the papers tbat they have gone altogether dry. If that is the attitude 
of the West—^the West that was so long given to drinking and where 
the climatic conditions might allow indulgence in moderate drinking, 



Whatever sides of human life and activities you consider) you will 
find that evil 'effects of drink are manifest. All the eminent medical 
practitioners of Europe are unanimous in their verdict of the deleterious 
effect of drink on the health and physical constitution of the people. 
Sir Frederick Treves, Bart., k.c.v.o., c.b., f.b.c.s., Surgeon with His 
Majesty the Eing>Emperor and His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
says:— 

The train of physical wreckage that lies in the wake of dronkenness ia, unfortun¬ 
ately, a matter of too common knowledge. 

And he says further— 

^cohol ia distinctly a poison and it is a poison which like other poisons has 
certain uses but the limitation in the nse of al(»hol should be as strict as the limit¬ 
ation of the use of any other kind of poison. 

There are other medical men, viz.. Sir Thomas Barlow, Sir Victor 
Horsley, Professor G. Sims Woodhead, and many others, who spet^ of 
the deleterious effect of alcohol on the human constitution. Dr. J. 
Kellogg says— 

While acute disease is usually the result of accident or infec;tion, chronic disease 
is for the most part due to the breakdown of tiie Tital machine as the cumulative 
effects of unbiologic habits. Between the ages of 20 and 24 yemrs, three hundred 
men die for every hundred women; and 20 years later nearly four times as many 
men as women die from diseases of the heart and blood yessels. The large use of 
alcohol and the general nse of tobacco by men would seem to be a large factor in 
causing the great difference in the mortality rate. 

Then, Sir, there are those who say that moderate drinking does not 
do any harm. Well, they say, ** half a pint of beer will not do any 
harm.'* Yes, but ** half a pint to-day means half a pint to-morrow, 
and the next day, and the next, and so on, day after day, week after 
week, month after month, and year after year. Nay, it often means 
more than that. The half-pint for dinner paves the way for the half¬ 
pint for supper; the half-pint this year often means a pint next year, 
or, in too many cases, half-pint after half-pint, or even pot after pot.” 

With the ruin of the physical health, the decay of the mental health, 
sets in. Formerly, it was believed that drinking promoted tbe clear¬ 
ness of the mental vision, otherwise, argued the unbelievers, how was 
it that tbe geniuses of tbe world, the greatest of the artists and the 
men of letters were great boozersf Well, we are not geniuses and 
we may leave them aside and take the average man, average mortals 
like ourselves. What does the scientific analysis go to show—it shows 
that drinking has a bad effect on the mental powers of man. 
Clearness of vision is lost, mental grasp is lost, concentration of powers 
of clear thinking are lost and every thing that goes for mental health 
is lost. When the physical health is ruined and the mental balance 


establish what close connection there is between criminality and drun¬ 
kenness J What is true of America and fSurope is eJso true of 
India. Who can say what number of homes and family liyes have been 
ruined by the intemperance of even a single member of a family. 
The money that is wasted on* drinks, if saved, could do something 
towards relieving the bare necessities of life. 

So, in the name of the future health of our nation, and of the moral, 
ment^ and social welfare of our couniay, we expect tiiat total 
prohibition should be accepted for Bengal. Recently there was a simi¬ 
lar resolution moved in the Central Provinces Council and the 
Hon’ble Minister, Mr. Chitnavis, declared on behalf of the Government 
that, in view of the strong Indian opinion in favour of total absten¬ 
tion, Government was ready to accept the principle that prohibition 
was the ultimate goal of its excise policy. If that was the case in the 
Central Provinces, what is Bengal going to do? In the Central Pro> 
vinces the Government will have to sacrifice 26 per cent, of the total 
revenue, whereas, if we have to sacrifice anything at all we will 
have to sacrifice 5*2 per cent. Therefore, I believe that prohibition 
should be our ultimate goal as well in this country. 

B'ow, I would meet some of those arguments—stock arguments 
generally—that are advanced against total prohibition. There is a first 
set of those who do not believe in the necessity—and even if 
necessity be conceded—of the practicability of a prohibition law. They 
bold that if one wants to have a drink he will always be able to have 
it. They believe that it is impossible to have a prohibition law as a 
practical measure in the country. We must, however, see what has 
been done in America, and we must judge things by the results 
achieved there. In America, we find that the prohibition law is going 
to be enforced and that it can easily be enforced. With your permis¬ 
sion, I would like to read a few extracts relating to the results of 
prohibition in America. The Governor of the Washington State saye— 

Prohibition in Washington three years shows satisfactory economic, moral and 
industrial benefits. Criminals in jails materially reduced, bank depomts steadily 
increased, satisfactory business and industrial growth. Enforcement good. Voters 
adopted prohibition, three elections by heavily increased majorities. 

Birmingham, Alabama, reports as follows:— 


Population (estimated) 
Tax rate ... 

Namber of police 
Arrests, all osnsM 


1915 (wet). 

176,000 
1 per cent. 

178 

20.976 


1919 (dry). 

231,677 
1 per cent 
131 
11,649 


When tbe country went dry, the Mayor of Atlanta stated— 

We have had prohiUtiott beginning with the year 1909. Prohibition in the State 



industrial and racial necessity^ aside from every moral question involved. Its adop¬ 
tion has rednoed crime, drunkenness, discMrder, corruption and industrial unrest. It 
has for efficient, good order, good business, good morals and increased 
prosperity. The law is sustained by the overwhelmi^ sentiment of ^e people and 
is enforced as vigorously and sympathetically as any other law. The people of 
Georgia and the city of Atlanta; that is, the minority of them, do not for a moment 
consider the return to the previous condition. 

These facts I think will convince if any convincing is necessary. I 
Buhmit that with the help of the present highly efficient Excise 
Service, the Police Department and the Tillage Union Boards, it will 
not be very difficult to carry into effect any prohibitive law that this 
Council might pass. The difficulty of administering such law in Bengal 
is not so great as in the West. In Bengal the drink habit is not wide- 
spread and ingrained in the constitution of the people. So*if the ques¬ 
tion of measures be taken and action concentrated on the mill areas 
in and around Calcutta, the district of Midnapore and some parts of 
Chittagong, it will be easy to stop at least nine-tenths of the illicit 
traffic in liquor. 

There is another set of people who assert that the State has no right 
to interfere with the liberty of action of the individuals which was the 
greatest cry raised in the West. If such plea be carried to its logical 
end it would be a negation of all legislative enactments. .If for the 
welfare of its inhabitants, a State has no right to enact a prohibition 
law, I ask what right has it to make bigamy criminal or for the matter 
of that to hamper individual liberty of speech and free action of 
individuals in the name of sedition and rebellion P Or for the matter 
of that why did the Government of India in the past put a stop 
to Suttee and infanticide? Well, if these laws could be passed which 
put a clog to individual liberty, prohibition can also be passed. All 
laws are meant to promote the welfare of the nation at large and for 
that matter we have to impose some hardship on some persons and 
lor the welfare of the nation as a whole I think we ought to pass that 
law. 

But, Sir, the real opposition would come from the European commu* 
nity o{ Calcutta and of Bengal and specially of Calcutta and from the 
Government of Bengal on the score of the threatened loss of revenue. 
The opposition from the European community is sure to infuence the 
attitude of the Government. Sir, will the influence of the Exiropean 
liquor vested interest and of the European consumers of liquor tell so 
much on the Government of Bengal? The Rev. Anderson has pre¬ 
dicted—** India may find that through her connection with Britain; 
the ideal of prohibition will be realised by slow degrees,’’ and I might 
add not till England becomes a convert to prohibition. I ask the 
Government are they going to pay so much attention to the cries of 


^ United States of America wanted to be dry it could be dry, no 
extraneous consideration influenced its course. And I shall not he sur¬ 
prised if on a fine morning 1 learn that Australia, New Zealand*and 
Canada have gone dry. But these are free countries and self-governing 
dominions and India is a dependency I And, Sir, I again ask if India 
will be allowed to become dry if her people so determine? 

The consideration of revenue is a real consideration. And we can 
well appreciate the consternation with which a Qovemment with a 
deficit balance sheet looks to the threatened loss of about Bs. 2 crores 
or about 6*2 of the total revenue. In view of the present deficit, no 
Government, I can well conceive, can think of adopting prohibition 
law. I would therefore ask that Professor Mukherji’s resolution be 
given effect to at once and let~my resolution be accepted as the ideal 
towards which we have to work. All credit is due to the Excise De¬ 
partment in its endeavour to secure a maximum of revenue from a 
mini-nimn of consumption. And though there are over-ssealous officers 
who would do anything to increase the excise revenue, yet it must be 
recognised that the Excise Department as a whole has not encouraged 
the drink habit in Bengal. The defect is, however, in the system 
itself. We do not want the maximum of revenue with the miuimum of 
consumption. We know that it causes no hardship to the moderate 
consumer but we want total prohibition. The statistics of recent years 
show that the consumption of countryspirit is getting higher. The 
following are the figures:— 


Year. 




P^aree for 
Bengal. 





lie. 

1913-17 

• •• 

• •• 


... 6,26,464 

1917-18 

• •• 

• •• 

••• 

... 7,00,686 

1918-19 

• •• 

tte 


... 7,96,972 

1919-20 

• •• 


• •• 

... 7,66,286 

1920-21 


••• 

• •• 

... 7,66,672 


The clearance report of the Custom House also shows that the importa¬ 
tion of foreign liquor has increased. And as the defect is in the 
excise policy of the Government we •cannot expect any appreciable im¬ 
provement of the position until the whole view-point is changed and 
prohibition adopted as the ideal—ideal not only on paper, but towards 
which the Government would really work. 

Sir, the real issue in such a case is whether the Government is 
justified in setting a premium on vice, a vice that eats into the very 
vitals of the people. What we want is that the Government should 
dissociate itself from the stigma attached to it on its connection with 
the larade in excisable articles. 



hard to free themselTes from the grip of the drink habit and the effect 
of the struggle is evident in the diminished intakings of the various 
provincial Governments. By July last there was a fall of Bs. 46 Iftkha 
in the Central Provinces and Bs. 30 lakhs in Behar on the estimated 
excise revenue of the provinces. And though I have no information 
about Bengal as a whole, I think that in the mill areas in and around 
Howrah the consumption has diminished by half. So if the people are 
earnest, as is evident from the statistics, should not the Government 
help the people to fight the drink question f Should any petty con¬ 
sideration of revenue stand in the way of Government helping the people 
to free themselves from the scourge of the drink habit P Therefore, I 
want that Government should adopt prohibition as its ultimate policy. 
Probably there will be difficulty in obtaining the sanction of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to this policy; but if the Government of India refuse 
their sanction about foreign liquor let us wash our hands clean and let 
the responsibility vest on the Government of India. I have done. 
With these remarks I commend my resolution to the acceptance of this 
House. 

Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till Thursday, the 1st September, 
1921, at 3 p.u. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Prooeadings of tho Bengal Legislative Coumdt assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India AoL 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 1st September, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hun’ble the four Executive Membere 
of Quvemment, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 113 nominated 
and elected members. 


Resiriction on intoxicating liquors and drugs. 

Babif 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 think the Oovemment ought to 
be as much anxious for the moral well-being, moral elevation of the 
people committed to their charge, as fbr their material prosperity. In 
fact the two ought to run parallel to one another. Assuming that 
proposition to be correct, 1 think the two resolutions marked seem to 
be very opportune. I wish that the day is not far distant when the 
excise revenue of the province will be a negligible quantity and the 
Finance Member of the Government will not count upon that revenue 
for the administration of the province. I think some of my friends are 
aware of the fact that a band of so-called philanthroiusts, some membem 
of Parliament—Messrs. Peas & Co.—^were instrumental in compelling 
the Government of this country to sacrifice the revenue derived from 
the sale of opium to China. If that could be done, I really cannot 
understand why we should not prepare ourselves to make a sacrifice of 
revenue for the good of our countrymen. If there is any department 
of Government with which we should willingly and gladly non-co- 
operate it is this. We all, no doubt, advocate that there should be no 
restrictions put upon the personal liberty of the subject by Govern¬ 
ment. But in this matter all such restrictions would be only too 
welcome. I am not in a position to state whether the drink habit 
is on the increase throughout the province, but this I can say, from 
my experience of the mill area of this province, that it is very much 
on the increase, and that poor people spend a good portion of what 
they earn in drinking. The ancient law-givers of India have all inter¬ 
dicted the use of spirituous liquors among the twice-bom castes. For 
them to take wine is tantamount to commit homicide. Whether it be 



speaking of wine, ** if thou hast not any other name I shall call thee 
devil.’* I know that in some of the Native States of India if a Brah¬ 
min drinks wine he is excommunicated from society, he is considered 
as an outcaste. 

These are my views on the drink question generally. 

I therefore congratulate the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture and Industries for the sympathetic attitude 
as shown in the communigfU of Government issued in yesterday’s 
daily papers. The resolution of Professor Mukberji has been antici¬ 
pated in some matters, such as fixing the number of shops and putting 
a limitation on the hours of sale. I am, however, sorry to learn that 
in Calcutta the Advisory Board has not worked satisfactorily. If ^at 
be so, I hope the Government will issue special instructions so that, 
in future, the opinion of the non-ofiicial members of the Advisory Board 
may be respected, nay, acted up to. I ought to state that my experi¬ 
ence of these Advisory Boards is quite different. As chairman of an 
important municipality just on the borders of Calcutta, I have been 
a member of these Boards ever since their constitution,‘and my experi¬ 
ence is that the opinion of the non-official gentlemen have invariably 
been given effect to. I know of no single instance when our recom¬ 
mendations have not been carried out or that a shop for the sale of 
intoxicants has been opened in opposition to our wishes or at a place 
not fixed by us. If that be in a place near Calcutta why should it be 
otherwise in Calcutta. 

Now as regards the question of local option, I think it is time that 
there should be a beginning. If not all miinicipalities, let some of the 
municipalities be given this privilege. Ijet us see how it works. The 
Government cannot say nay to it. The Government would simply act 
according to its past traditions if it accepts this suggestion. Let the 
voice of the people be the determining factor in the matter of the sale 
of all intoxicants. 

Rtja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: 1 must confess 

that it is hardly necessary for me to say anything more on the resolu¬ 
tions, which are under discussion, after the eloquent and exhaustive 
speeches to which we listened last night. But, Sir, as I have all along 
identified myself with the cause, which the propositions represent, I 
consider it to be my duty to say a few words in support of them, instead 
of recording a mere silent vote. Besides, it is a cause, which I think, 
is no less conducive to the well-being and prosperity of our country¬ 
men than any question which may rightly claim the attention of this 
Council. 

At the very outset, I desire to congratulate my friend, Mr. ’RAhman 
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facts and figures. But as my friend himself admitted that his resolu¬ 
tion is more idealistic than realistic, I vUl hurriedly pass on to 
Professor Mukherji’s resolution. 

Whereas Mr. Bahman has probably in view such American measures 
as might be said to have emanated, more or less, from the Maine Liquor 
Law of America which was passed in that great country with thirty- 
nine other protective and prohibitive statutes. Professor Mukherji, 
perhaps, draws his inspiration from such broad original measures of 
England as Sir Wilford Lasawon’s Permissive Bill, which took Parlia¬ 
mentary form, but was subsequently replaced by what is known in 
History as the Local Option Resolution, which was thrice affirmed by 
by the House of Commons. 

Sir, I may, perhaps say, jrithout the least fear of contradiction, 
that enemies as well as friends of the British Government believe that 
there is considerable room for improvement in its present system of 
excise administration. That cheapness in the price of liquor and other 
intoxicants bring them within the easy reach of a large number of con¬ 
sumers and thereby increase the consumption admits of no doubt. 
Retail market prices should, therefore, be increased. 

It has been from time to time suggested by the supporters of the 
excise policy of the Government that thb enormous increase in the excise 
revenue was due to and clearly reflected the prosperous condition of the 
people, but in reality it had nothing to do with their financial improve¬ 
ment. 

What Professor Mukherji has asked for constitutes a most modest 
demand and, in my opinion, it is essential that the liquor hours should 
be further curtailed by such a measure as the London drink curfew, 
a fresh duty should be imposed and a veto should be placed in the hands 
of the ratepayers, so that they could successfully combat the evil of 
drunkenness by removing the temptation from their vicinity. I think 
it is my duty to say that I have no sympathy, and this Council also 
should have no sympathy, with those who take shelter under the great 
Temperance cause only with a view to bring about, what I may call, a 
financial crisis, which should by all means be avoided in the interest of 
good Government. 

Rm MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahwtur: I have great 
pleasure in supporting the resolution of Professor Mukherji. I would 
like to discuss this in a businesslike manner. Professor Mukherji 
wishes the Council to consider the application of the principle of local 
option. The practice hitherto observed is that the wishes of the people 
are consulted to a considerable extent by the local authority. There 
is annually an inquiry or investigation by the local bodies, such as, 
for example, mufassal municipalities, local boards, etc. A list of 


liqnor shops are also selected, the ratepayers are also oonsitlied and 
objections are listened to by the local bodies and official members. The 
great principle, therefore, of local option is adopted. Professor 
Muhherji wishes to explain the principle. I have no objection to that 
and I do press upon the attention of the Council that, if the ratepayers 
or the residents of locality are directly consulted, much good will come 
out of it. It would be far better if the local body as well as ratepayers 
are all consulted as to the application of the principle of local option. 
This matter demands the consideration of the official members of the 
Committee. , The sites to be selected are the principal question for dis* 
cussion in the mufassal committees. If any particular site is selected 
at a great distance, it is objectionable sometimes. If the site is selected 
in the heart of villages and towns, then it is also objectionable but some¬ 
times allowed. Therefore, on the principle of local option, the great 
question to be considered is the situation of the sites of the shops. And 
if this is settled partially that princijde is allowed. I hope tiiat may be 
allowed. If that principle is to be accepted in toto, I submit to the 
Council that the Minister in charge will consider whether it would be 
difficult to apply the same. As a rule, the Chairmen of the local 
bodies, vis., municipalities, local boards, are assisted by Commissioners 
or the members of the local board. To abolish the drink at once will 
be a difficult thing. We live in modern times. The preaching of the 
moralists that drinking habit should be given up will be very difficult 
to follow by those who are addicted to drinking. Secondly, if you 
gradually proceed on, we hope to succeed hereafter, keeping an eye on 
the high and noble ideals set by other nations. Take the case pf China. 
We hear that everything is all right there now; but was it done by a 
single stroke of the pen ? It required a good deal of concentration; and 
a cautious and gradual step had brought about the improvement there 
in China. The learned mover of the second resolution said that it 
should be done at once. To take immediate steps to kill the drink 
will not be possible. Consequently my humble suggestion is to pro¬ 
ceed gradually and the day is not far distant when we may find Bengal 
almost free from drink. If drastic measures are taken for the immedi¬ 
ate and total prohibition of drink, our efforts will not be crowned with 
success. They will be doomed to failure. I therefore support the 
resolution of Professor Mukherji. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I support the resolutions which 
have been moved by Professor Mukherji and Mr. Bazaur Bahman. The 
resolution that has been moved by the latter is a very wise one. If 
this resolution is accepted, we may expect that within a very short 
time the drinking habit will be done away with in Bengal. I know 
Sir, that the wheels of Government move slowly. I alsn knAw fiiV* 
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prepared itself to get rid of the drinking habit. Mr. Bahman aaks 
only that within a short period it might be done away with. Wise 
heads there are in the Oovemment. Let them put their heads together 
and formulate a definite policy that within a definite period the drink¬ 
ing evil should be done away with. Every one knows the evil affects 
of drunkenness and how big zamindars have become beggars by giving 
way to drinking. I know that the revenue of the Government would 
suffer but there are wise heads in the Government and let them formu¬ 
late financial policy and, if you add a little to the tax, I do not think 
the taxpayer would mind it if by that way the drinking evil may be 
put a stop to. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: After the elaborate and 
erudite treatment of the question-by my friend Mr. Bazaur Bahman Ehan 
1 do not think any long speech is necessary in support of the resolution. 
I am surprised to find that my friend Baja Manmatha Nath Choudhury 
has thought fit to characterise the resolution as ** idealistic even after 
the amendment made by the mover. The resolution, no doubt, holds 
out an ideal to be realised in as short a time as practicable, but how it can 
be construed as a proposal to kill the drink forthwith,” as Bai Baha¬ 
dur Mahendra Chandra Mitra seems to think, I do not understand. Has 
the word ** possible ” or practicable ”'then no meaning at all? Besides 
I should like to point out why we cannot stop with passing such a reso¬ 
lution as has been moved by Professor Mukherji. Apart from the prin¬ 
ciple of local option, of which Professor Mukherji desires recognition, 
there is nothing in his resolution which lays down the objective to be 
attained even by the adoption of the methods and measures suggested 
by him, and hence, I think, it principally follows the line of ” reason¬ 
able temperance movement ” with which Government professes to 
sympathise—lip sympathy no doubt, for what after all are the results 
of their co-operation with such a temperance work^ Well, these are 
—(t) increase of drunkenness; (ti) increased consumption of all other 
commodities except country liquor; (in) unwillingness to prohibit 
even the use of those drugs which are most injurious but least revenue 
yielding. As regards the first point 1 know, Sir, that Govern¬ 
ment refuses to admit that drunkenness is on the increase. 
In reply to one of my questions the Government has been 
pleased to admit in this session, without giving the figxires asked 
for, that there has been an increase of convictions in Calcutta, but 
at the same time asserts that that does not mean increased drunken¬ 
ness. Yes, Sir, we are not such fools as to think that every 
increase in the number of convictions means increase in drunkenness. 
But when the statistics show that in course of five years from 1916-16 to 
1919-20 the number of convictions has risen from 9,320 to 11,147 in muni¬ 
cipal areas and even in Calcutta it has gone up from 6,321 to 7,928 (t.e., 


attribute this beaTj increase only to all and sundry other causes and be¬ 
lieve, on the contrary, that this is due to ** co-operation with any reason¬ 
able temperance movement.” Then let us look to consumption, Sir. 
From the departmental report for the year 1919-20, we find that save and 
except country spirit the consumption of all the other excisable commo¬ 
dities have increased and have been increasing. “ The imports of wine,” 
says the report, ” have been of unprecedented magnitude” —”'all qua¬ 
lities,” except some, ” showing an advance.” Consumption of spirits 
was much in excess of arrival. Consumption of ganja increased in 20 
out of 27 districts of this province and by a total of 76 maunds 8 seers, 
and not only consumption but cultivation too increased. So, also, the 
consumption of the other hemp drugs, opium, etc. And reasonable 
temperance work, there is no doubt, is proceeding apace. But here it 
does not end. Other instances of ” co-operation with reasonable tempe¬ 
rance work ” are—(i) not to prohibit cAarof—the strongest and most 
injurious of the hemp intoxicants even when the revenue derived from 
it does not come up to Rs. 80,000; (ii) not to allow a non-official major¬ 
ity in licensing boards and to restrict their powers; and {Hi) to permit, 
as Rev. Herbert Anderson says, the rules as to the location of the shops 
to be broken in about 75 per cent, of locations (this of course I say 
subject to correction). 

If such are the results of co-operation with reasonable temperance 
movement, I think the time has come to be a little unreasonable in our 
demands in tiiis respect and we ought to lay down once for all that total 
prohibition and nothing short of that is our objective and further that it 
is to be achieved as early as practicable* Awakened Bengal is in no mood 
to exploit the weakness and vice of degraded humanity fdr all time to 
come. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think the evil of drink has been 
admitted on all hands, and I do not wish to dwell any longer on the sub¬ 
ject. It is the bounden duty of this Council to devise means how to drive 
away this evil habit from the land and it is a move in the right direction 
that this Council has come to deliberate upon this vital question of great 
importance, and how to combat this evil is the subject of our deliberations; 
and I hope and trust this Council will devise the best means how to do the 
work. 

Rai Sahib NILMANI GHATAKs It is needless to dilate on the mani¬ 
fold pernicious effects of the liquor habit. Daily experience and history 
of criminal law furnished sufficient examples for thoughtful men. It is 
an evil outcome of modem civilisation and the Western countries have 
folly felt its results and have been trying their best to expel it. The 
Americans have nearly succeeded in purging it by legislation and the 
European countries have-also been exerting themselves in this direction. 


it «arly, it will cause irreparable damage before long. Besides, we can¬ 
not ^11 bdiind tbe times in matters wbicb are proved to be of mnob bene¬ 
fit to mankind. Things bave come to such a pass that we must mend 
matters at any cost. So far as the iieople are concerned, they are fully con¬ 
scious of their duties and responsibilities and, we believe, the Qovem- 
ment will not lag behind seeing that as representatiyes of the people we 
are anxious to get rid of this scourge. So far as this Council is concerned, 
I am fully confident there cannot be two opinions, as the resolution has 
not come too early and it will be carried unanimously. It has been often 
said that carrying out of such a measure will entail loss of proyincial 
' reyenueto a great extent and the present financial condition will discou¬ 
rage such measures being taken in hand. The objection is not without 
some force. But, Sir, no good thing can be achieyed without some sacri¬ 
fice and loss, and if some loss accrue, as it is sure to follow, means will 
be devised to make up for the loss and the i>eople are sure to accept it 
in genial spirits. I cannot conceive any other objection of a serious 
nature in this matter. Of course, the false issue—who introduced drink 
into India—^raised in some quarters must not he allowed to cloud the real 
issue—^the evils of drink. The mover of the resolution has very ably 
discussed all aspects of the question. I need hardly remind the Council 
that movements of like nature have been in progress in other provinces 
also- ' 

I regret, however, to say that restriction of consumption is not sufB- 
cient to cope with the situation. When the disease is manifest and trea¬ 
cherous, the remedy must be equally quick and violent. It may cause 
some inconveuience and probably pain for the time being, but the ulti¬ 
mate results to be gained by the operation should outweigh lesser 
considerations. 

With these words, I beg most heartily to support the resolution moved 
by Mr. Basaur Rahman Rhan. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered a speech in vernacular 
in support of the resolution of Mi*. Razaiir Rahman Khan. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur); I am glad to be able to state, for the information of 
the Council, that the Government of Bengal, during the last few years, 
have already been taking action on the lines recommended by the 
member with a view to restrict the consumption of intoxicating liquors 
and drugs in Calcutta and in Bengal. 

I shall, at first, deal with paragraph 2 of the resolution. The Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal accept the pcdioy enunciated therein, and they have 
been taking grradual steps in the direction of enhanced duty, increase of 
retail market prices, restriction in the number of shops, limitation of 


issued by the Government on 25th August, 1921. During tibs time the 
duty on foreign liquor has been raised from Rs. 9-6-0 to Re. 18-12-0 per 
London-proof gallon. Dutj' on country spirit in Calcutta and suburban 
areas has been raised from Rs. 6-4-0 to Rs. 14-2-0 per London-proof 
gallon. Duty on country spirit in other areas in the Presidency has 
also been appreciably raised except in Birbhum, Faridpore, Bakarganj, 
Chittagong, Noakhali, Tippera, Rajshahi, Bogra and Pabna. Duty on 
ganja has not been raised, but taxation in license-fees has been raised 
from Rs. 18-3-0 to Rs. 30 per seer. 

Duty on opium has been raised from Rs. 40 to Rs. 60 per seer. 

Retail prices have been correspondingly raised. 

In Calcutta the number of country spirit shops have been reduced 
from 106 to 64, ganga shops from 60 to 48, opium shops from 61 to 41 
and tari shops from 64 to 45. 

In other areas in the Presidency, country spirit shops have come 
down from 1,127 to 1,056, ganja shops from 1,287 to 1,222, opium shops 
from 808 to 754 and tari shops from 698 to 575. It will be possible to 
effect an appreciable reduction in the number of shops in the neu* future. 

Hours have been limited from sunrise to 11 a.m. for liquor shops, and 
10 A.H. for drug shops and from 9 a.m. to 8 f.m. for liquor shops in the 
industrial areas and from 9 a.m. to sunset for all drugs and for liquor 
shops in other areas. 

Dealing with the first part of the resolution and speaking about 
the principle of local option, I should begin by stating that it is a desir¬ 
able reform, which would, I feel confident, be given effect to in this 
Council in the fullness of time. But reforms calculated to work up to 
this ideal were already introduced by this Government in Calcutta and in 
Bengal, when they constituted the Excise Licensing Boards for the 
cities of Calcutta and Howrah and gave them the final authority, sub¬ 
ject to the supervision of the Government, to decide the number and 
location of all liquor and drug shops in these cities, and formed Excise 
Advisory Committees to advise the Collectors on the question of number 
and location of drink and drug shops in the mufassal towns and in the 
rural areas of Bengal. I should state, for the information of this 
Council, that the liicensing Boards have done valuable work in dealing 
with the question of the location and number of shops in the cities of 
Calcutta and Howrah and the numbers of such shops have already been 
aK>reciably reduced and their location changed in various places. 
The Excise Advisory Committees in the mufassal have likewdse done 
much in that direction. 

The ultimate object in view in recommending the principle of local 
Option has, therefore, been attained, to some extent at least, though 
not to the same extent as local option might do. Local option would 


the existenoe of conditions which the Gtovemment do not ocneider exist 
in Bengal. This presupposes that large portions of the population in a 
partioular area are habituated to drink or drugs. But, in Bengal, as 
every member of the Council is aware of, this is not a fact. In Bengal, 
it is only a small portion or a very small portion of the population in any 
locality, which indulges either in drink or in drugs. Consequently, if 
local option were at once introduced, even in municipal areas as has been 
recommended by the member, the result would possibly be that the large 
majority of the men, who do not drink or take any drugs, would be able 
to abolish all the licenses within a veiy short time, and thus force their 
will on the small minority, who take liquor or drugs in moderation in 
such localities. It is however doubtful whether the individual liberty of 
the people in their private life as to what they should eat or drink can be 
restricted in this way. Among-the small minority, who take liquor or 
drugs in Bengal, we have people, who are habituated from time immemo* 
rial to the use of some sort of intoxicants; for example, country spirit, 
pachwaif tari or drugs. Among such people, I may mention the abori¬ 
ginal races in Bankura, Midnapore, Birbhum, Burdwan, the hillmen of 
Darjeeling and certain classes among the labouring population in all 
towns and cities. To say to these people that they must stop their 
drink or drug, would be like saying to the people of many countries in 
Europe or in Asia to stop their national drinks like beer, brandy or 
whisky. In Bengal, on account of the growth of industrial concerns, 
we have such people scattered throughout the province. You will find 
such people in all the principal industrial centres in Bengal in factories, 
tea gardens and also in most of the urban areas in the Presidency. 
The Council is aware that they are a small minority among the popula¬ 
tion in all such areas, and, if, by introducing a principle of local option in 
all such areas, facilities for obtaining the intoxicants in moderate 
quantities were entirely removed, it would mean not only considerable 
hardship to the minority I am speaking about but might give rise to 
worse evils such as illicit practices and use of other and more deleterious 
articles and I cannot at present recommend any course which might have 
that effect. I know that the Bengalis as a nation do not indulge in 
intoxicating liquor or drugs. This is a circumstance in which we can 
really take a pride and congratulate ourselves. But the Government 
will have to consider the needs of men, who are not abstainers and who 
want their drink, whether it is pachwai or ton, or country spirit, or 
some drug. I need not refer, in this Council, to men of' other nations, 
resident in the city of Calcutta or in Bengal, who also are not abstainers. 
The growing industrial life in Bengal has a tendency and a serious ten¬ 
dency to increase the demand for intoxicants. It may be decried and 
■may be considered as one of the evil effects of indn.stricdi8m, but all the 
same it is there. In the circumstances stated above, I cannot sincerely 



We have a machinery in these Bzcise Licensing Boards and in Excise 
Advisory Committees which can very properly deal with these questions. 
T do not think we need any other machinery in Bengal at present. 
The Government may, if the Council wishes it, consider the question of 
reconstituting the Excise Licensing Boards and the Excise Advisory 
^ Committees on such lines as may secure a fuller representation of the 
various points of view on this subject and secure a moi'e effective con¬ 
trol over the questions of site, number and other cognate questions relat¬ 
ing to consumption of intoxicants. If in these boards and committees 
we have gentlemen, who can appreciate all sides of the question, I am 
sure, we shall get much valuable work from them in the same direction 
which the mciiiher has in view in recommending the introduction 
of local option in municipal areas. 

Ky friend Kr. Mukherji has alluded to a Government resolution of 
1014. I, as a member of the reformed Government, am not in a position 
to say anything for or against that resolution and I hope I shall be par> 
doned by this House if I refrain from making any remarks with regard 
to it. I am responsible for the policy which we may adopt now. What 
the policy is, I believe, has already been well known to tbe public and 
all my friends here as it was enunciated in a recent Press comfmuniqui. 
I have explained therein that as long as we cannot do away with the drink 
traffic, we should take steps to minimise the evil by the imposition of 
heavy tax on this luxury. 

Turning now to the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Bazaur 
Rahman Ehau to the effect that immediate steps be taken by the issue 
of circulars to officers concerned directing them to limit the number of 
licensed liquor shops and otherwise to discourage the drink habit in 
Bengal with a view to total prohibition within as short a period as prac¬ 
ticable, I would make the following observations:— 

I am glad to be able to inform tbe Council that before this resolution, 
came to my hand, I was already thinking of issuing orders for limiting 
the number of licensed liquor shops in the Presidency with effect from 
Ist October next. Orders have also been just passed by me for better 
control of the foreign liquor traffic in the Presidency as desired by the 
Temperance Federation of Bengal. Similarly the taxation on liquor 
and drugs will be shortly increased with a view to limi t consumption 
as urged in the resolution of my friend, Mr. Basanr RAhman Khani, 
My friend has bestowed much thought and attention upon the question 
of prohibition. I sympathise with his views and sincerely wish that 
the time may soon come when the use of intoxicating liquors and drugs 
in Bengal will disappear even from the small number of people who 
indulge in these articles. My friend wants total prohibition in a very 
short time. I do not know whether in putting forward such a propo^ 
sition he sufficiently realises the very grave responsibility inWved in 


resolution adopting total prohibition at any moment they like, but if 
they do sa, they will have to take upon thems^yes the entire responsi¬ 
bility lor the consequences which will accrue. I need hardly remind 
my friends in this Council that the immediate consequence of this step 
will be a loss of revenue to the amount of about two crores of rupees. 
I must at once point out here that my friend’s statement that the excise 
revenue of Bengal forms only 6 *2 per cent, of the total revenue is in¬ 
correct, the real figure being about 20 per cent. Now my friends are 
all aware that the expenditure in connection with the reserved subjects, 
such as police, general administration, etc., is the first charge upon the 
revenue of Bengal. After this charge is met, the residue is left for the 
development of education, agriculture and industries and the improvement 
of sanitation. If the total exci^ revenue is wix>cd out, my friends will 
at once see that education, sanitation, agriculture and industries will 
be the first to suffer very heavily. As the whole country is clamouring 
for progress in all these matters, 1 would leave it to this House to judge 
how far it would be wise or advisable to abolish the excise revenue of 
two crores of rux>ees. It is hai’dly necessary for me to point out that 
all our activities in matters of sanitation, education, etc., will have to 
be largely curtailed, if not altogether stopped. Out of two crores, less 
than fifteen lakhs only is spent for thei administration of the Excise 
Department and the whole of the remaining balance goes to feed the 
other departments of Government. 1 may point out here that excise 
taxation touches the pockets of a very small section of the people, 
namely, of those who indulge in intoxicants. If this is replaced by a 
general taxation affecting the income of the public at lai'ge, there will 
be a hue and cry in the country and such new taxation will he vehe¬ 
mently opposed hy the vei^’ members who are in favour of abolishing 

excise revenue. 

The next objoctijn agaiu.st total prohibition is that it will give rise 
to malpractices and lead people to take to the use of articles which are 
more injurious to health. In this connection I may cite the case of 
China which has on paper abolished the use of opium but as a matter 
of fact, thousands of maunds of opium are being annually smuggled into 
that country and are being used by the people secretly, though they have 
to pay such high price as three to four hundred rupees X)er seer. It has 
'also been found out that many respectable people and even very high 
officials in China are secretly connected with this illicit trade. What is 
happening in China and in dry America will also happen in India, 
because those who are inveterate consumers of intoxicating drinks and 
drugs those who make money out of it as well as those who do not look 
upon the use of intoxicants as a vice or sin will never give up the habit 
so easily as my friend may think. 

1 may also mention here that among some sects of my Hindu com¬ 
patriots, use of liquor is necessary in connection with some religious 
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also tribes like the Soiithals, etc., as I have already said in my reply to 
my friend Mr. Hnkherji’s resolntion who cannot do without some 
stimulating drink such as packtcai. They use it more as food than as 
intoxicating drinks and even little children and women among them 
use it freely. It is also very largely used at the time of their annual 
religious festival called Bandhana* They are a sensitive tribe and will 
not hesitate to create trouble if we put any serious restrictions upon 
their liberty in this respect. 

My friend is anxious to see total prohibition adopted in the country. 
From his statement one would be led to think that the whole Bengali 
nation, or a large majority of it, is addicted to the drink habit on such 
n large scale that this measure is indispensahly necessary for their salva¬ 
tion. This is, however, not so. Statistics of consumption go to show 
that only an infinitesimally small fraction of them, vis., not more than 
6 per cent, of these people are given to the use of intoxicants, so my 
friend will see that practically prohibition is already in existence in 
Bengal. Then again, there are my friends of the Temperance Federa¬ 
tion and also other social leaders who are trying to wean their weak 
brethren from the drink habit. Such being tbe case and in view of the 
financial and other difficulties I have explained already, I hope my 
friend will see that in a manner like this, we should proceed very cau¬ 
tiously after carefully and fully considering all aspects of the question. 
It will be conceded that this is the proper way of dealing with all 
important and complicated problems. Conditions are different in differ¬ 
ent countries and I do not understand the reason that because prohibition 
has been adopted in America and a few other Western Countries, it 
should he immediately adopted in this country. My friend is of course 
aware that the bulk of the population in America was given to the 
habit of using alcoholic drinks and as this was fraught with serious 
consequences for the whole of the nation during the war, a drastic 
measure like total prohibition was found necessary. Because it has 
been adopted there, it is no reason why we should also adopt it here 
without considering the necessity for it and all the points for or against 
it. As I have remarked , above, the religious and moral education both 
of Hindus and Moslems generally speaking during the last thousand 
years have made us already the most dry nation in the world. I would 
accordingly request my friend not to press for the adoption of a policy 
of ** total prohibition within a short time.** As regards the other ques¬ 
tion raised by him in his resolution regarding limito^on of licenses, 
etc., I have already explained that we are taking necessary action. 

In these circumstances, I would request both of my friends to with¬ 
draw their resolutions. 

Babu MITYA DHON MUKHERdEE: I moTe that the question be 




TIM PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Newell Sir Syad Sli«iie-iil-Hiide)i 

1 it desirable to pat resolution No. 15 first as it ooTers a larger 

ground. 

A diTision was then taken with tbe following result: — 


AYEe. 


Alai, NsmbaSs K. M. Khan MliaiHr. 
Ahm^ KhM lahasur esulvi WwimudSin. 
Ahnad, Haylvl ImsduddlR. 

Ahmad, Mauivi RaA Uddin. 

Ahaiad, MhmM Jafar. 

Alay, Stiaikli Maiibaab. 

All, Mauivi A. H. M. Wasir. 

All, Mr. Syad Srfan. 

AN, Mumhi Amir.- 
Alf, Mumhi Ayuh. 

Ailiamiiddin, Mauivi unanduar. 

Aam, Khan tahadur Khvraja Mahamad. 
Charmakar, Baku RaMk Chandra, 
chaudhurl, Baku Tankanatn. 

Chuadburi, Sir Aahuiaah. 

Daaa, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Dutta, Baku Annada Cbaran. 

Faraqui, K. O. M. 

ChaUfc, Rai Sahik Nilmani. 

Chota, Rai Bahadur dasandra Chundar. 
Haq, Mauivi A. K. Faal^ul. 


Haq, Shah Syad Emdadnl. 

Karim, Mauivi Pailal. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid>ud.dlfi. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raftqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Muhammad Erahad All. 

Makramali, MumN. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mtftra, Ur. datindra Nath. 

Mukharji, Prafaaaar t. C. 

Mulliak, Baku Surandra Nath. 

Nakay, Mina Muhammad Ali. 
pahlawan, Mauivi Md. Akdul dukkar. 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Usandra LaL 
Roy. Baku Bijay preaad Sin^. 

Ray, Baku dasandra Kriahna. 

Ray, Baku dagandra Nath. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan Sinsh. 
Suhrawardy. Or. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Humyn Shahaad. 


N0E8. 


Addy. Baku Amulya Dhana. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Yakuinuddin.^ 

Bantrjaa, tha Han’Ma Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Akinaah Chandra. 
Burma, Rai Sahik Panahanan. 

Bartan, Mr. H. 
mwt, Hr. E. E. 

Bampaa, Mr. e> H. 

Chaudhuri. Mauivi Shah Muhammad' 
Chaudhuri, tha Han*kla tha Nawak Saiyid 
Nawak Ali, Khan Bahadur, 
oaa, Baku Bhishmadav. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath, 
oaa Gupta, Baku Nlkaran Chandra, 
oa, Baku FanIndralaL 
Oay, Mr. 0* O. 

Danald, Mr. d. 

F r analii Mr. P. 0. 

Ghaaa, Mr. 0. a 
Oupia, Mr. N. B. 

Hapkyna, Mr. W. B. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Mahammad Madaaaur. 
Karr, tha Han’Ma Hr. d. H. 

LURB. Mr. d. 

Law, Raja Raabaa Caaa. 


Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Han'kia. 

Mittar, tha Han’kia Hr. P. c. 

Mukbtrjaa, Baku NItya Dham. 
Mukhopadhaya, Baku Mrat Chandra. 
O’KInealy, LM«al. Fraderiok. 

O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rat, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tha Han'kia Sir Akd«ur. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Akdur. 

Ray. Baku Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shik Sbakharaawar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Kriahna Chandra. 

Ray, Baku Nalini Nath. 

Ray. Maharaja BanadurKtiisuniah chaadra 
Ray, Mr. d. E. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Baku Sailaja Nath. 

Sarkar, Baku dogaah Chandra. 

Sarkar, Baku Riahindra Nath. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Whaalar, tha Han'Ma Sir Hlliry. 
Wardawarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 41 and. the Noes 48, the resolution was lost. 
Besdution No. 14 was then put and carried. 

BtfHI AMULYA DHONE ADDYs May 1 not moTe tbe resolution 
which stuxds in my name? 


TIM PRESIDENTe You have been informed, I am told, that your 
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Btbu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: May I know the reasons for iif 

The PRESIDENTS I cannot gWe you the reasons. It has bean 
vetoed under rule 22. 


Withdrawal of Resolutioiis. 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALIs Since the notice of my resolution was 
given, Government have appointed a committee for the amendment of 
the Ben^l Tenancy Act, of which I am one of the members. The 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Revenue Department desires that 
I should withdraw this resolution now and take note of the subject 
matter of it for the consideration of the Committee. Under the cir¬ 
cumstances I beg to withdraw the resolution. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with¬ 
drawn :— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the Bengal 
Tenancy Act be so amended as— 

(t) to secure fixity of rent for ever to the settled raiyats and to 

abolish the uthandi and the ' tenant-at-will * system under 
the xamindars; 

(u) to secure to them the right of transference of joteSf whole or in 

part, the right of digging or re-excavating tanks, the right 
of planting and cutting trees, the right of building pucca 
or kutcha houses, and the digging of necessary earth free 
and at will, irrespective of the consent or permission of the 
superior landlord; 

(Hi) to make the collection of ahwabs or illegal cesses; of any kind, 
and the levy of be gar f or free, or concession labour, of any 
kind, a cognizable criminal offence; 

(iv) to make the rent money'^rder in the zamindaris name in Ms 
sadar katckari a legal tender, and that raiyats be allowed to 
send in, in one money-order, the total amount of rent due-on 
their different jotes^ giving a descriptive account in a coupon 
or in a separate registered post-card or letter; 

(u) to provide that in the case of money-orders for rent not taken 
delivery of in the katcharif within one week after the last 
day of the kistt the sender be free from the liability of paying 
interest; 

(w) to provide that zamindars be bound to send gomastas to collect 
rent in time, and that the inability of the gomasta to take 


(vtt) to provide that in the case of refusal to receive rents in the 
katehari, the giving of due receipts on the part of the samin* 
dar, if proved, should be counted as an offence liable to an 
' explanation to the Collector of the district, who should be 
empowered to appoint a receiver to collect the rent and allow 
compensation to be paid to any raiyat incurring unnecessary 
loss in tendering rent, if such refusal is found repeatedly 
occurring to harass any raiyat.’* 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I find that the (fov- 
emment have already anticipated me, by putting in the lobby, a list of 
the resolutions, that have been carried and the action the Government 
propose to take on them. I was informed that that was the position and 
I was asked to remove my resolfttion from the agenda paper. At that 
stage, I could not do it, as I did not see how the matter stood. Now 
that I find that Government have introduced the practice I had in view, 
and my object in bringing forward the resolution has been served, 1 
beg to leave to withdraw it, with the request that in future, the informa¬ 
tion may be printed and circulated among members with a view to the 
reduction of a large number of interpellations. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with¬ 
drawn :— 

This Council recommends to the Government that rules be framed 
to inform the Council, at the earliest possible opportunity, which of the 
resolutions passed at its previous session have been accepted by the 
Government, and the steps taken to give effect to them.” 


Woman Suffrage. 

Mr. $. M. BOSE: ** This Council recommends to the Government— 

(i) that the sex disqualification for registration on the electoral 
rolls, provided in Kule 7 of the Bengal Electoral Buies, be 
removed entirely, and that regulations be made providing 
that women shall not be disqualified for registration in the 
electoral roll by reason only of their sex; and 
(u) that such regulations should make suitable provisions for 
giving women the opportunity of recording their votes, having 
regard to their habits and customs.” 

To my mind, this is one of the most important resolutions that has 
hitherto been discussed here. Its acceptance' by the Council will mean 
untold benefit to future generations. I would that.my voice were as 
mighty as the cause. 1 would that I could speak with the tongues of 
•num and of angels. But my voice is feeble and it cannot rise to the 


It will be seen that my motion divides itself into two parts—(1) the 
acceptance of the principle of women’s franchise, and (2) the practical 
application of this principle. I shall first deal with the principle on 
which I lay more stress, for once it is accepted, we can easily evolve 
means of giving practical effect to it. 

Women’s education is beyond all controversy, one of the most vital 
of our necessities. Our progress as a nation very largely depends upon 
the progress of our women.' As has been truly said, ** the hand that 
rocks the cradle, rules the world.” Women’s education is becoming 
very important, in view of the fact that in modem times, in our society, 
the regime of status is fast disappearing and the joint-family system is 
rapidly breaking up into a number of small units, consisting of the 
husband, the wife and the children with a few relatives. So, under 
modem conditions, women must learn to stand up for themselves. 
They cannot now afford to remain immured within the purdah. It is 
most undesirable that they should continue to labour under the dark¬ 
ness of ignorance and superstition, and be alwayss in continual con- 
fiict and disagreement with their educated husbands, brothers and sons. 
The education of a single girl means the uplifting of a whole family in 
a larger sense than the education of a single man. Thus the education 
of a woman has the most profound influence upon the whole texture of 
national life and the whole movement of national thought. But, unfor¬ 
tunately, the progress of women’s education in Bengal has been very 
slow indeed. From the census figures, it appears that out of about 
46i millions of people in Bengal, about 22| millions are women. Of 
these women, only 1 out of 100 is literate. It is true that literacy is 
not the only test of education, but under modem conditions, it is the most 
important test. Judged by this standard, it is clear what a very small 
amount of progress woman’s education has made in Bengal. 

The explanation of this backwardness, as the Calcutta University 
Commission truly remarks, is to be found in the social condition of the 
country and in the restrictions by which the life and activities of 
women are still surrounded. So long as women’s education is in the 
hands of men, it will not make any satisfactory progress because even 
now men are led by selfishness and prejudice to give as little as possible. 

So women must come to the rescue. One important step is to give 
her the vote. It is the vote that can create a demand for literacy and 
can give the enlightenment that is badly needed. The vote in itself 
will have a very great educative value. It will widen her horiaon and 
her outlook on life. So long her vision has been cribbed and confined 
within the four corners of the home. Give her the franchise and you 
will find how rapidly she will develop and improve. 

19^ext, I come to a very important consideration in favour of wimoan 


as long as. half of tlie population is kept ignorant of aU matters affect¬ 
ing tke country's welfare. We talk glibly of Liberty, Equality and 
Fntemity. But by what logic can we limit these great ideas to one 
sezP We talk of -the rights of small nationalities and of self-deter¬ 
mination forgetting the fact within our fold there are over 22 millions 
oi human souls who are denied the elementary ciric rights. 

It is idle to think of any political advance unless the nation, at a 
vholet takes part in the movement. We want active help and enoourage- 
ment from everybody, without distinction of caste, creed or sex. Does 
it not therefore follow that o\ir women should be interested in the wel¬ 
fare of the country? Then, is it not essential that she should be given 
the vote? How can we exclude women and talk of the nation? 

Then, there are many subjects in which women are vitally interested 
-<-child welfare, maternity, housing, hygiene, prevention of diseases, 
etc. Should we not get their help and advice on these matters? 

It is therefore obvious that for the welfare and uplift of the nation, 
it is essential that women must be interested in the country's cause; 
and real interest can only come when there is power in their hands. If 
they have the franchise, then we can expect intelligent help and co¬ 
operation from them. 

Further, the interest of the community demands the f\ill and free 
development of every member, so that he or she may be of the greatest 
utility to the State. We have, I hope, outgrown hy this time, the old 
idea that women exist simply to minister to the amusement, enjoy¬ 
ment, and vanity of men. It has to be admitted that woman, no less 
than man, has a claim to be considered as something moi*e than a mere 
means to the good of others, that woman is an end as well as a means, 
that she has duties to herself as well as to others, and such duties 
involve the free exercise of all her faculties. Then how can we any 
longer deny her the franchise, the birthright of every citisenP Is it 
not, therefore, our duty to do our best to remove all clogs and impedi¬ 
ments which shackle her mind and soul ? 

For these reasons, I maintain that women have a right to the fran¬ 
chise. Now comes the question—Should we not of our own accord grant 
her this right? Do we not owe her a deep debt of g^titude? Her 
motto is ** Love and Service "—^unostentatious devotion and self-sacri¬ 
fice. Do we not all of us realize how deeply indebted we. are to the 
woman—the mother, the sister, the wife and the daughter? She, the 
embodiment of charity, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
aU things, endureth all things. She is our monitor, our companion, our 
comforter, our friend. So will it not he a graceful act on our part tp. 
give her the franchise of our own accord ? Nay will it not he wise and 
poUtio on our part to do so ? The woman is at our gate, knocking for 


will not be denied. Is it not better, tberefore, wten her claim is 
to yield instead of provoking an unpleasant and unseemly agitation? 
We all know to wbat lengths the suffragette agitation was carried on 
in England. Is it too much to hope that our men will be more amenable 
to reason and logic than Englishmen P 

Now I turn to examine very briefly some of the stook arguments 
which are advanced against woman franchise. 

It is said that women do not themselves want the vote. My answer 
is two'fold. i'^irst, I say that a good many women do want the vote 
very much, though owing to social disabilities and lack of organisation, 
they Imve not been able to attract much public attention. In 1918, a 
deputation of women waited upon Mr. Montagu and Jjord Chelmsford. 
Ihiring the sitting of the Franchise Committee in 1919, many memorials 
were sent to them from women. Many women’s conferences have been 
held in several large towns, asking for the franchise. Recently ladies’ 
meetings have been held in many towns in Bengal and resolutions have 
been adopted demanding the franchise. I mention a few of the places 
where such meetings have been held:—Bogra, Mymensingh, Chittagong, 
Darjeeling, Dinajpore, Pabna, Tangail, Kishoreganj, etc. It is encour¬ 
aging to And orthodox Muhammadan ladies joining their Hindu sisters 
in this movement. The educated women who lead the movement, have 
every right to speak and act on behalf of the voiceless millions of their 
sex, at least just as much right as we have to speak on behalf of the voice¬ 
less millions of both sexes. A handful of educated men have naturally 
led the agitation for political rights. Can we object to educated women 
doing the same for their sisters? 

Secondly, I say that we are not conferring any boon out of charity, 
It is necessary for our own welfare, it is necessary for the uplift of the 
nation, that women should have the vote. Even if not a single woman 
asked for the vote, I would insist that she should have it. Not only is 
this good for woman, but also for the man. She has, as a member of the 
community, a right to the franchise. Man has by abuse of his power, 
wrongfully deprived her of this. Denial of franchise is denial of justice, 
and it is now high time that the right be restored to her. 

Another ai'gumeiit frequently put forward is that women are not 
educated and so will not be able to use the franchise properly. To this, 
I say that many women, though illiterate, possess a vast amount of com¬ 
mon sense and sagacity and so, are better qualified for the vote than most 
of our male electors. It is well known that many women have managed 
large estates with a skill that has extorted the admiration of men. I 
firmly believe that woman will be able to use the franchise just as well 
as the average man. 

But even supposing that they will be unable to exercise the right 



house, after having denied them the blessings of education, does it lie 
in our mouth to say that they are ignorant and therefore incompetent P 
A very gimilftr arg^ument was employed by many who tried to oppose the 
grant of the franchise to the Indian males. Again, even if women can¬ 
not now exercise the franchise properly, they will, like the male voters, 
learn by experience through mistakes. 

Sir, I have dwelt at length on the first part of my resolution and 
must not trespass on your patience further by dwelling on various other 
arguments that may be advanced against woman’s franchise. I shall 
now turn to deal briefiy with the second part of my resolution. 

Once the principle is accepted, it will not be a very difficult matter to 
carry it out in practice. Many women at first will object to going to the 
polling booth. So it is advisable to give facilities to women to vote 
having due regard to their habits and customs. As in the case of 
graduate voters, the voting paiiers for women may be sent to their houses 
to be filled up liefore Honorary Magistrates; or lady polling officers may 
go round to their houses and get them to fill up the papers. So there 
can be no possible objection even by the most orthodox lady. If she 
had to execute a deed, a Registrar would attend at her house to attest 
her signature. 

Some are apprehensive of practical difficulties in the way of arrang¬ 
ing for proper identification. But I think these difficulties may be easily 
obviated. A Registrar when he goes to a lady to attest her sign'tture, 
sees to her being properly identified. Similar rules may be enforced when 
a lady is recording her vote. I am not here much concerned with the 
practical solution of the question. Under the Electoral Rules, it is for 
the Government to frame the necessary regulations. It may, if it thinks 
necessary, appoint a small committee to advise as to the practical means 
to be adopted for giving effect to the principle. 

Sir, I have now done. I sincerely hope that this resolution will be 
carried by a large majority, if not unanimously. We can then hope 
for a united nation—^Hindu and Muhammadan, Brahmin and Sudra, men 
and women, everybody striving to work together for the good of the 
motherland. Over 30 years ago, a Bengali lady, a famous authoress who 
is leading the movement for women’s franchise, wrote a song which was 
sung at a meeting'of the National Congress. 

The PRESIDENTS If you are referring to the gallery, you are out of 
order. 

Mr. t. M. BOEEiNo, I am not referring to the gallery. In this she 
spoke of a vision of united India marching together to fight for the 
motheiiand, the women cheering and encouraging the men, and joining 



Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER OHOSE Bahadurs I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that motion No. 19 do take the following form w . 

** This Council recommends to the Goremment to take such measures 
as may be necessary to extend the franchise to educated women in this 
country by giving the vote to lady graduates for the election of the 
member to the Council from the University, and in other constituencies 
to such ladies as may have passed the Katriculation or Cambridge Junior 
Examination.'* 

Before I go into the merits of the question, 1 ought to mention here 
that so far as the University election is concerned no property quali¬ 
fication is necessary. Every graduate is entitled to vote and so far 
as other constituencies are concerned, when I say that they must pass 
the Katriculation or Cambridge examination, it means provided that 
they satisfy the property and age qualifications. 

The right of women to vote in society, depends on the stage of pro¬ 
gress of that particular society. From the most ancient times woman 
on account of her weakness and dependence on man during maternity, 
has been at a great disadvantage. She has been considered as a 
chattel by man. She was burnt and buried alive with slaves, horses, 
sheep and other cattle, not only in India but also in Scandinavia and 
in other European countries. Women, further, had no rights to pro¬ 
perty. It was the Hindu law-giver who has given her rights to 
property, her peculium, her stridhan. In England, also, it is Only in 
recent years that woman has had her separate property. It was 
^fahomet who was the most generous of teachers as regards women 
(hear, hear); even he, the most democratic of men, chained that 
women should be immured in the zenana (A voice: I question that). 
Wmnan has been under a great disadvantage. She has been given 
the vote only during the last decade in England and in some of the 
European countries, not in all, after a bitter strife. Now the question 
is, are we in a position to grant vote to women; is our society 
so advanced that we can grant it to them P If you grant it to women, 
the result will be that a few women who have got rid of the purdah 
would be in a position to vote. Even in England where woman has 
got the vote, her right is not taken seriouiriy, but as a mere show. 
Well, those gentlemen who talk of woman's right to vote in this coun¬ 
try, both Hindus and Muhammadans, are they prepared to break through 
the barriers of purdah? If they are not, I say, I question tiieir 
sincerity. As I said before, only a few worthy ladies wiU get the vote, 
but the result would be, if we place it upon the property qualification 
only, a very large number of other women will also get the vote. I 
rev^nce women as the race pf my mother, my sister, my wife and 
my daughter, and I am not prepared to-cast a stone at any woman 



desecrate the sacred vessel, the first receptacle of divine love, mani¬ 
fested through the mother; I would not take her into tlm stress and 
tuimoil of political life. (Hear, hear) I know very well how dis¬ 
agreeable and degrading tkat strife and turmoil is, and I am really 
anxious to go out, as soon as 1 can, of this ignoble strife. 1 know 
very well that there are few among us who can resist the temptation 
of selling themselves to political leaders for gain and power. I would, 
not place woman in that position. By saying all this I must not forget 
the fact that woman has perfectly equal rights with man in every 
matter; that right cannot be denied. Education was denied to woman 
in early times; now it is conceded on all hands. Now, Sir, I want to 
know what objection there can be for a lady graduate not being allowed 
to exercise her vote in my own constituency F Speaking as a repre¬ 
sentative of the University, I'^say I can see no reason whatsoever aud 
I demand that my sister graduates should vote. Others have no right 
whatever to object to it. I go further and say that women who pass 
the Matriculation examination or the Cambridge examination should 
be allowed the vote, provided they satisfy the qualifications of age and 
property. Those women who have enfranchised themselves by ednca- 
tion, and freed themselves from the slavery of man, who have discarded 
the purdah and have got themselves educated on an equal footing with 
man have every right to vote. Sir, when I find that millions of 
uneducated, ignorant and superstitious men, dumb driven cattle, are 
allowed to vote, what reason can there be that educated women, who 
fully understand their rights, who can hold their own against any man, 
should not be allowed to vote? 1 can find no reason whatsoever. It 
is said why make this educational qualification ? Speaking for myself, 
I would put that qualification on men also. What right have ignorant, 
superstitious men to interfere with the management of a kingdom P 
(Hear, hear.) I view with apprehension the day when rough-handed 
labourers and the gross sons of the ugly god Kuvera, the god of wealth, 
should rule this world. My only hope is Solomon is right when he 
says that by wisdom kings do reign, and that without learning society 
will be impossible. Therefore, I say, Sir, the educational qualification 
is necessary for all persons, men and women alike. In England you 
are aware that there is compulsory education, and ther^ore they do 
not feel it, but in India, I do feel it, that at least as regards women 
there should be that qualification. Further, there is one other import¬ 
ant reason to my mind why this qualification should be inserted and 
that is this. High education of women in this country is badly neglect¬ 
ed. This will be a great impetus to higher education among women. 
I know from my own experience, as ^cretary of certain girls’ schools, 
that girls in ^dia seldom go beyond the Fourth Standard. If you 
give the vote to women who pass the Matriculation, it will be a ffreat 



in order that her just righta may be safeguarded, and that she may 
be protected from oppression, and that the honor that is her due may be 
granted to her. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that clause (1) of motion No. 19 do take the following 
form:— 

** (I) that ^e manciple of extending the franchise to women for 
voting only, at the election of members to the Bengal LegislatlTe 
Council be recognised, and that the same may at present be made 
applicable to lady graduates and undergraduates including those who 
have passed the Matriculation examination subject to the usual quali¬ 
fications as to age, property, etc/’ 

In urging my amendment upon this Council, I should at the outset, 
state that it provides for general recognition of the principle of con¬ 
ferring franchise upon women, the latter part being only a suggestion 
as to how far we should now proceed, and the extent to which practi¬ 
cal operation should be given to the same in the present times and 
circumstances. Sir, I confess that one naturally feels somewhat diffi¬ 
dent, if not actually nervous, while discussing such a subject. Espe¬ 
cially for a man like me, under the glamour of metropolitan life, which 
often appears to be too dazzling, to come to a calm decision, the task 
is rather hard. On the one hand, you find the insistent demands of 
those Calcutta brilliants before whose gaze we turn pale; on the other 
hand, there are the ladies of the families in the interior of the country 
most of whom are endowed with such common sense that whatever 
comes across them they always manage in a practical way. Yet, people 
there are, who sincerely believe that the extension of franchise to 
women will be putting the thin end of the wedge into our serene and 
pure privacy of domestic life. If women are to sweeten our lives by 
which I mean home lives, the brunt of the dry-and-dust portion of the 
life should naturally fall to the lot of the sterner sex. One cannot, there¬ 
fore, help recognising some cogency in the argument as above, hi these 
circumstances, the question really strikes me as a very difficult one; 
yet it has got to he solved one way or the other. After carefully con¬ 
sidering all the pros and cons, I am of opinion that such franchise 
should he allowed. Not only is that necessary in the light of the grant 
of franchise to the females of other countries, and because some of our 
sister ^vinces have followed suit, but to my mind the basic principle 
‘of Indian life and culture requires that woman should be given her 
rightful place in the polity of the country, and there is no reason why 
those women who, by education and other qualifications, deserve the 
right, should be precluded from exercising the same. Cruel historic^ 
facts and circumstances, dating from several centuries back in their 
Cumulative after effects, have no doubt rendered 




pernicious effect, that most of us seem to have forgotten that our women 
have a place iui or connected with, anything outside the four walls of 
the senana. We, therefore, often forget that the making of the people, 
and therefore the building of the nation is, at the outset, in the hands 
of woman as mother or potential mother. The Hindu idea is that 
woman is a symbol of the divine mother, the divine force, or takii, 
without whose manifestation no tangible act can take place. Thou¬ 
sands of years of non-action may have ostensibly rendered our woman¬ 
hood unworthy of exercising such functions, but can anybody deny that 
she is still the real regulator, controller and minister in the small 
family state? Hence, the original germ of divine force cannot be said 
to be altogetker dead; it is only lying dormant owing to absence of 
opportunities. Give her proper facilities, and free opportunities, and 
she will bring a pure and sweet atmosphere into the public xmlitical 
life, which we now so sorely need at the present day. 

I do not forget for a moment that we are subdivided into various 
castes and creeds, including many sub-castes and divisions, nor the 
fact that the practical position allotted to the women in these varies 
considerably. Still, a careful study will show that there is an under¬ 
lying unity in this diversity, which is manifest always in the innate 
sense of respect towards the womenfblk, and we should certainly 
utilise this common element and idea in developing o\ir national ideal. 
The nation is now in the making, we can therefore ill-afford to leave 
half the population in absolute darkness, if indeed, we are serious about 
our nation-building mid country’s future progress, Jatra tiarjyantu 
pujyante tatra ramante devote (where women are honoured, gods are 
pleased) is true in all its sense and aspects in all spheres. Who knows 
that our divine mother, with a view to ameliorate our present worse 
than slave condition, to deliver us from the hands of designing, selfish, 
demoniac elements and forces, has not chosen some of her earthly 
vehicles to show us the proper way how to proceed onward in the pro¬ 
gress of national life, so that we may quickly reach the final goal of 
complete deliverance of our motherland. No sacrifice, indeed, is too 
dear for such a consummation. 

Now, as regards the extent of practical operation that should be 
given to the general proposition I have enunciated above, some diffi¬ 
culties are universally recognised, if we consider the manners and 
customs of pur women in general. No such objection or obstacle is in 
the way of the Brahmos, the Christians and the reformed Hindus and 
t^ reformed Mussalinans. There is no reason why they, who have 
taken to a different sort of life, should be refused the right of woman 
franchise as their practical co-partners, the men have got it. The diffi¬ 
culty lies only witii the orthddox Hindu and M uhaniwiftt^ft Ti community 



indifferent life, have almost grown into second nature among the Hindu 
and Mnssalman women. This ezidains their usual subordinate posi¬ 
tion in social life among us. The fair sex is fair for everything, but 
not up to the mark for functioning in the external political play. They 
have always to depend upon some male relation or friend for every trans¬ 
action of their life. They have come to such a pass that the law of 
the country has extended to them, as purd^ihnathinSf the espemal pn^ 
tection given to the minors. .Truly it is said niratraya na jihanii 
pandita banita lata (without support cannot live the pandit, the female 
and the creeper). In all matters, their outside work has to be carried 
out with the help of, and through the agency of, some male friend 
or i-elation. This is a state of affairs which certainly does not justify 
the opening of the franchise to all our women at once, and exactly 
in the same way as that of the men. It must also be remembered that 
the general illiteracy of the female voters will offer golden oj^rtuh- 
ities to certain persons for their fraudulent, dishonest malpractices at 
the time of election; add to that the zenana system still obtaining, 
under which there will be all opportunities of exercising unfair influ¬ 
ence in the exercise of female franchise. It is, therefore, incumbent 
upon us that, while fully recognising the general principle of giving 
franchise to women, and thus affording them their just and rightful 
place in the civic administration of the country, we ought to be cau¬ 
tious in the first steps towards its practical realisaijioin. Knowledge 
is power when a certain particular end is to be obtained. To the proper 
exercise of the franchise therefore, considerable literacy is very neces¬ 
sary. I remember that in case of males this standard has not been 
followed; we who have to fight out a real electioneering campaign, 
know fully well'what an error this has been. The proepective, educa¬ 
tive value, perhaps, hardly justifies this sort of promiscuous confer¬ 
ment of franchise upon illiterate persons. One error does not justify 
another. In the case of males, a standard of education has been 
practically given tbe go-by; in the case of females that should not .be 
done, especially remembering the limitations stated above. Property 
should not, therefore, be the only determining factor in their ca ge. 
Fair education, if taken as a standard, will 1^ a good criterion to 
avoid the pitfalls that beset the path of illiterate, and is what 
my amendment provides. 

It is extremely regrettable that in such a serious and 
matter, when considering the status of women, our motheia ^d 
sisters, some people have brought in the question of certain undesir¬ 
ables to be met with usually in towns and cities. I quite c^ipreoiata 
their exclusion in case of voting and municipal election, but Council 
fittnchise will be spread over the whole country. A clause excluding 
such ones might do for the present, or in view of the broader poiifw 



case, the educational qualification, I suggest, will minimise the risk 
almost to a vanislung point. 

With these words, I beg to respectfully offer my amendment to the 
acceptance of this Council. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is not in a spirit of 
opposition to my gallant and learned friend that I move my amendment. 
Allow me to declare at once that I have the fullest sympathy with the 
female suffrage movement. Nothing would give me greater pleasure 
or greater pride than to represent here our fair sisters as well. And 
all hail to the day when we would not only be their representatives 
here but also their colleagues. It is, therefore, with the greatest 
reluctance that I have risen tq^ move the amendment which might 
appear to some as a sinister proposal to put off the question, to shelve 
it for the moment. I feel my position is delicate, nay embarrassing, 
and feeling it, I feel diffident of my own powers to convince the House 
of the grave risks of the original motion of my friend, and of the 
unpreparedness of the country to reap its possible benefits. And my 
position is all the more pitiable and unenviable when I find fair eyes 

bent upon us, eagerly watching our proceedings-[A voice: ** Is the 

member in order in referring to ladies lin the gallery P**] 

The PRE8tDENT!He is out of order if he is referring to the gallery. 
I have already ruled that members must not refer to the gallery. 

Kumur 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I did not refer to ladies in 
the gallery. Even some of the members of the Council may have fair 
eyes. As 1 was saying, my position is all the more pitiable and unenvi¬ 
able when I find fair ears being pricked to hear the least syllable of our 
deliberations mentally dividing us the sheep from the goat. But as I 
have said before I am not here to oppose the motion. In the n orda of 
Scott I might say:— 

How can 1 to that, dearest fheme. 

That ever warmed a Member’s’ dream, 

So foul, so false a recrMnt innreP 

Bui, Sir, my sinoerest conviction is that so far as Bengal is conceined, 
OUT fair sisters as a community are not prepared for the bustle of poli¬ 
tical life. They have been hardened as yet for the worthy, the mrr? 
and dirt of public life. Sir, I may appear a boor in contrast with my 

gallant friend—CMr. S. M. Bosb: “ I am not gallant.**]—am sorry_^my 

learned friend, the mover of the resolution. His innate chivalry, reck> 
less of ^teoial conditions prevailing in our country, reckless of all our 
social and religious conventions, in at once emancipating all our women, 
even before our men have been fully enfranchised and able to gather 







in a Council noted for its cautious proceedings. But Sir, dash and t^ood 

intentions are said to have paTed a plac« not very desirable! 

* 

We have got to see whether there is a leal demand for woman fran¬ 
chise, a need widely felt by a large section of i)eTsnns most likely to be 
benefited. ‘Up till now, save in a meeting or two got up here and there 

-[Mr. S. N. Mollick: ** Question 1”] our sisters have not been 

vocal in their demands. My chivalrous friend, the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion, will perhaps attribute it to the special characteristic of the fair sfv, 
viz., ** the lips move not, though the heart covets.'* Or i)erhaps he 
is acting up to that Latin expression Bis dat qui cito dat (he giveth twice 
who giveth quickly). 

In Bengal 52 per cent, of the population are Muhammadans. And, 
if I am correctly informed, no Mussalman woman can on any account 
come outside the purdah. Such is the religious percept. However 
highly educated they may be our Mussalman sisters are absolutely un¬ 
approachable, and so, perforce, are totally incapable of judging for 
themselves the respective merits of the candidates and to vote for them. 
So, in this female franchise, more than half the female population of 
Bengal mnst altogether be kept out of account. To them the world 
would remain the same as ever! Then, as regards my Hindu sisters, 
with a few exceptions, their case is also almost the same. Save a few 
in the Capital and important towns, the vast majority of them are 
interred behind the purdah. Sir, we are not here to expatiate on the 
merits or demerits of the purdah system. Whether it is right or wrong, 
civilised or barbarous, protecting or demoralising, does not concern us 
the least. We have got to know the facts and bow down to them. Not 
even one in a thousand of our Hindu sisters can take advantage of this 
enfranchisement. And even amongst those whom no purdah can bind, 
how many pay the necessary rates or taxes to qualify them as voters f 
It is their husbands that pay them. Does my friend the mover mean 
that the qualification of the husband tantamounts to the qualification of 
the wife; that if the worse-half be qualified, tbe more so the l>etter-half; 
the Skahadkarmini is a Sahnkarmini and so a SahavoHni? 

Here I do not take into account the great difficulty that must neces¬ 
sarily he felt in registering these votes and the corruptions and false 
personifications that must* necessarily prevail. Sir, here in Bengal, the 
instances of Madras and Bombay should not he quoted. For the con¬ 
ditions there differ from ours. There they have practically no purdah and 
respectable women can go to tbe polling stations to record their votes. 

And let my fiends, Obristians, Brahmos and Hindus, who have 
adopted Western custom and manners ponder over this:" How many 
of the ladies of their household have independent means?" How many 
of them can be benefited by this franchise F" Few, few, vwy few! But 


of women in almost every bazar who possess or can possess and I dare 
say would possess the necessary qualifications by payment of rates and 
taxes. It is they who will be the most benefited by this extension of 
franchise. Our respectable sisters would be nowhere before them, they 
would be swamped by the formidable numerical strengrth of these 
creatures. These women have no scruples, they go everywhere and are 
purchasable at any price. I am afraid, my friend the mover, and the 
ladies who are eager for their votes, could hardly have tajcen this into 
account. If the substantive resolution, as moved by my friend be 
accepted, you oan by no means shut out these public women. Their 
intrusion would be debasing and demoralising. And scenes, just as 
scandalous as were witnessed the other day at Goalundo and Faridpur, 
would be repeated everywhere io the utter disgrace of womanhood, 
shocking to all sense of morality. Sir, casting aside all fear of reitera¬ 
tion I repeat again —** Who would be benefited by this extension of 
franchise?*’ Would the candidates go a-courting these public women 
for their votes? Would it be dignified, would it be desirable? I hope 
my friend the mover himself would be horrified at this aspect of the case. 

It might be said, and it is actually said in certain quarters that we 
might accept the principle of female franchise, leaving the details to 
adjust themselves later on. I think this Council cannot and will not do 
that. This Council cannot accept a principle off-hand, without con¬ 
sidering the details, without giving a thought as to how its mandates are 
to be realised into action. The Council cannot knowingly express a 
mere pious, resolve. This is a responsible body, not given to mere 
hysterics. And, Sir, who is there, let alone the Council, who can 
seriously swallow a principle, without knowing how it is to be worked 
out and its effects and consequences? Can you accept the principle of 
Socialism of Karl Marx with no knowledge as to how they are to be 
attained ? Can you accept the principle of Bousseau or of Ijenin uncondi¬ 
tionally? Their looks read very well, nay prophetic, and seem to bring 
about Utopia. And fortunately for us, as permanent warnings to future 
generations, people had been mad enough to accept them on their words 
giving no thought to the details. The red fool-fury of the Seine ” was 
the result of one, and the still more scarlet and still more foolishly furious 
horror is the result of the other Bolshevism- 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: Is the member 
in order? 

The PRESIDENTS I think he is in order. 

Kuimt SHIB EHEKHARESWAR ray: Bolshevism is the result 
of the application of the ideals of Communism with no thought to 
details! Sir, details modify the principle, they make it. Ck>miug 


revolution, known as non-violent non-co-operation without l^ow^ 
how i1 is to he given effect toP Some have done it, and are ^ti^ Um 
sweets oi it. Swa/raj was in-omised within .a few months, hut hw it 
been attained? The answer is—it could not he worked out m det^, 
and periods of grace are being prayed for, and I daresay the periods of 
grace wiU last tiU the Sun grows cold. Sir, vague comparisons con¬ 
fined to generalities can he of no avail. If Madras and Bombay can 
have female franchise, why not weP If life he possible on the Earth 
why not on the MoonP Never mind the condition of the Moon, whether 
there is any atmosphere or not. The acceptance of an abstract prin¬ 
ciple must depend on its possible applicability and that too on the 
conditions subsisting. Female franchise may he all right where suit¬ 
able conditions prevail. But here in Bengal, before we accept the 
principle, we must recognise the conditions under which it must be 
applied—the atmosphere of the purdah. How would the ladies vote? 
Would there be one polling booth for both men and women? That is 
absurd and not even suggested. Would there be two separate booths? 
One for men and the other for women? Then let us see what would 
happen. Who would be the recording officer? If a man, he will have 
some subordinates too. We all know what feelings our women have 
if they have to depose in courts, how they try to shun an appearance 
there, and how even serious cases are not prosecuted simply for fear 
that the ladies of the house may have to depose. And, if the votes be 
recorded by women P Have you that large number of efficient, respon¬ 
sible women, willing to do this work, for you cannot force such duties 
on women, and is the number sufficient for the whole province of Bengal? 
It is no good being sentimental. It is no good crying out “ our 
mothers and sisteia have no votes, let us be chivalrous, let us be chari¬ 
table, let us give them votes.” It is not a question of charity, not a 
question between master and slave. Hysterics are not practical poli¬ 
tics. Before gianting the power of election we must make it practi¬ 
cally possible, we must see that it can be utilised and not merely 
locked up in an iron safe like precious jewellery. And suppose in an 
electorate there, are 10,000 female electors. But because of the pre¬ 
vailing social and religious customs 8,000 voters cannot exercise their 
franchise and keep aloof, only 2,000 do vote, 500 of whom are probably 
respectable ladies whom no purdah can hold. But who would be the 
remaining 1,500? The undesirables, the result hedng one of their 
men get returned. The Congress have extended franchise -to all 
women contributing four annas to the Congress Fund. Bnt how many 
i-espectahle ladies there exercised their power of electing the Con* 
gress delegates? [Mr. «S. N. Muixick: ** Questicm!”] It is common 
knowledge, and I speak on the most reliable information from the 
muftilsal that iirostitutes and they alone trooped to the polling booths 


Bengal Electoral Boles had been wise enoogb to make it an express 
pnmsion in Bole 7, that the Council can recommend that the aem dis¬ 
qualification of registration he remored either in respect of women 
generally or any class of women. Sir, mark the words ** any class of 
women!” And we are now asked not to look before we leap, to for¬ 
get all this considered wisdom and make our minds tabula rasa for any 
child to scrawl upon. 

And when once like men and with similar qnalifioatious the women 
have Totes, candidates must also try to make themselves known to their 
electors. Their canvassers will vie with each other in singing the ful¬ 
some praises of their respective masters. Sir, let us not try to loom 
large with that lofty ideal, that no personal canvassing should be done. 
We must look to practical possibility, what has been done, and what is 
being done; and not what in ** Plato’s Bepublic ” should be done. I 
challenge anybody here to assert that he had not done any personal 
canvassing, either himself, or through his well-wishers or canvassers 
to any of his voters. When once our ladies get votes, canvassers must 
try to approach them; and men having no entrance inside the senana, 
who will be emploved as canvassers by the rival candidates, not res¬ 
pectable women, who know not the art of canvassing and cannot go 
from door to door begging for a favour. It is the undesirables 
again that would be emploved for Ihev are adepts, the past-masters in 
the art of personal canvassing, the only training of their life. Would 
you like your sisters and daughters mixing freely with these cieatures? 
Would you even like the acquaintance of vour ladies with these people 9 
With that ostensible object of canvassing what can thev not pour into 
the young ears during mid-day while you are awav? There are these 
rocks ahead. Beware of them. In your efforts to look charitable, for¬ 
get not the sanctity of vour homes and hearts. Throw not the innocent 
into the risks of corruption. 

Perhaps the feasibility of the thing did never strike him. He never 
considered the practical aspect of it. Sir, as I have said already, 
admirable is his chivalry, but quixotic is his quest. 

I however realise that in our province there are some ladies who are 
second to none in ability or intellect. Of them, any country can be 
proud, and I glory in them. That would be a joyous day, a day of 
jubilation when they would enter the Council to guide us in our delibera¬ 
tions. It is far from my thought to bar the doors against them. Sir, 
having the desire bht knowing the danger, aspiring, but not blindly 
following, 1 move my amendment for the formation of a committee. I 
leave the selection wholly into the hands of the Government that a suffi¬ 
cient number of members, both ladies and gentlemen, may sit on it 
representing all shades of views in the country. There mi^t l)p offi¬ 
cials too, if necessary. The committee would first gauge the demand 
for this woman franchise and if it be found that a volume of opinion. 


under what conditions a woman would be eligible for a vote, what would 
be the necessary qualifications of a woman elector, and how and where 
their votes should be recorded, and by whom, with due safeguards against 
corruption and false personification. 

Here I cannot refrain from referring to a peculiar dociiment I 
received only last night. Probably it has been circulated to all of us. 
I will not mention the name of the author here and satisfy his greed 
for cheap notoriety. Perhaps he is one of the “ big brothers ** he 
mentions in his pamphlet. He has threatened us, the members of this 
Council, with putrid eggs and other more substantial things. He proposes 
to go to our electorates, show us up to them and see that we are never 
returned again. To my knowledge this is the first time that the mem¬ 
bers of the Council have been intimidated and threats have been printed 
and openly held out to them to pass a measure not according to their 
sober judgment hut under compulsion. 

In conclusion, I must repeat my assurance to the esteemed mover 
and his supporters that I am not an enemy to the movement. Far he 
it from my idea to nip it in the bud. Ky only desire is to find out 
the best means for representing our women, steering clear of all rocks 
that appear to beset our path; and a committee seems to me to he th^ 
best for the purpose. I^et me repeat again that the committee is not 
to shelve the question but to solve it. The committee would hardly 
take six months to come to a decision and the next election is due not 
before thirty months hence and so the question of delay also does nut 
arise. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Sir Henry Wheeler): Since the fact that this resolution appears 
as an ordinary entry in the general list might give rise to the sup^si- 
tioD in some quarters that, constitutionally, this and the other resolu¬ 
tions have the same effect, it may not perhaps be out of place if I remind 
the Council of the constitutional position—^e more so because memo¬ 
ries in these matters are short and the point has not yet been touched 
upon by any of the speakers. As is well known to the Council, the 
ordinary effect of a resolution is of a recommendation to Government. 
But that is not the effect of a resolution such as has been moved by 
Mr. Bose. As will be remembered, the Souihhorough Committee made 
a recommendaiion adverse to the cause of female suffrage, hut the 
matter was raised again befoi'e the Joint Committee, whose recom¬ 
mendation was that ** the question whether women should or should 
not bo admitted to the franchise on the same terms as men should 
left to the newly elected Legislative Council of each province to settle 
by resolutidn.** In accordance with that recommendation the second 
proviso of rule 7 of the Electoral Rtiles.runs as follows:— 



recommending that the sex disqualification for registration should be remored, 
either in respect of women generally or any class of women, the local Oovernment 
shall make regulations providing that women, or a class of women, as the case may 
be, shall not be disqualified for registration 1^ reason only of their sex: 

Therefore the difference between this resolution and an ordinary 
resolution is that, if Mr. Bose’s resolution is ^mssed, it will be incum¬ 
bent on the local GoTemment to frame regulations forthwith. 

Another point to which I wish to alhide is one of a doubt in this 
connection which we have not been able so far to solve satisfactorily. 
It applies to the two amendments of Bai Jogendra Ghunder Ghose 
Bahadur and Babu Annada Oharan Dutta. It will be noticed that the 
first amendment proposes a new departure in the case of women; 
whereas to vote for the University constituency a male graduate must 
be of seven years’ standing, the Bai Bahadur’s amendment does not 
provide for any such resirictions in the case of lady graduates. 'He 
would allow any lady graduate to vote; that is widening the franchise 
in their favour. Then whereas men with certain property qualifications 
can vote irrespective of educational qualifications, the second amend¬ 
ment would limit the vote in the case of women to those possess¬ 
ing certain educational qualifications as also property qualifications. 
That means narrowing the franchise for women. The point is whether 
the class of women, as referred to in the rules, means the class of women 
who are matriculates and so on, or whether it is only the major dis¬ 
qualification of sex which a resolution of this Council can remove, 
otherwise leaving the same qualifications to govern the case of both 
men and women. We have taken legal opinion on the point, and we 
are advised that the rule might include a class such as is contem¬ 
plated in these amendments, but we are also told that the matter is 
not free from doubt. Therefore, if this amendment is carried, we will 
have to clear up the point further before giving effect to it. It is 
just as well that the Council should be aware of this legal point. 

Apart from that I only have to say that so far as official voting is 
concerned, it is not the wish of the Government to exercise any |n*es- 
Bure of any kind, and officials may record their votes on any side they 
like. 

Dfi A« SUHRAWARDYS As a student of Moslem history, as 

one who has not quite forgotten the illustrious names of Bazia Sultan 

and Gulbadan Begum, of Nurjahan, Mumtaz Mahal and Chand Bibi, 

as one who still recollects the glorious role played by Moslem women 

in tbe annals of the Caliphate, as one who remembers with reverence 

the beautiful saying of the Prophet—“ Heaven lies at the feet of women, 

of mother **—I cannot but sympathise with the resolution moved by 

my friend Mr. S. M. Bose. Sir, I cannot understand how any man 
«.« - # .1 •_ 1 .. ! 1 • ..1 ... “ 


ftdvancemeiitt and participation in tlie benefits of the Refonns. It is 
true, Sir, that the hard fact remains to be faced that oven in England 

_that home of freedom, enlightenment and culture—^not long ago 

women laboured under great disabilities and in the matter of franchise 
they were, classed with idiots, lunatics and infants. England, however, 
has at last made amends for the past and now we have in England, in 
the person of Lady Astor, a lady member pf Parliament. Now, Sir, 
we, who imitate and would like to follow England in other rec^ieote, 
why should we not foUow the example of England in this? It is said 
that the vast majority of Indian women live in seclusion behind the 
purdah. So do the vast majority of Indian men. The vast majority 
of our electors, our constituents with low level of intelligence live in 
purdah behind the veil of illiteracy and ignorance. Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta missed the real point when he urged that the right of 
voting only should be accorded to women. It is not so much the right 
of voting that matters. It does not matter much whether women can 
or cannot record their votes in favour of a particular male candidate; 
although this in itself constitutes a grievance. Members should realise 
that by depriving women of suffrage we shut the door of the House 
against such ladies as Miss Cornelia Sorahjee, Miss Lilian Brock, Lady 
Chaudhuri, Lady Bose, Mrs. Boy, Rani Mrinalini, to quote only a few 
names. I refrain from mentioning ladies of my own community not 
that we have none equal in education and culture to the ladies just 
named. 1 have not to travel vei*y far in search of the name of a Mos¬ 
lem lady whose education and learning, culture and enlightenment, 
self-sacrifice and devotion to the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties 
would do honour to any community. Sir, if I refrain from mention¬ 
ing Moslem ladies I do so because I know that the purdah stands in the 
way of their participation in political activities. iTet, Sir, there is no 
strong reason why even Moslem ladies should not have the right of 
recording their votes. It is preposterous that ladies of wealth and 
position, education and culture should be denied the enjoyment of a' 
right enjoyed by the khansama and khitmatgars, their butchers and 
bakers, their butlers and cooks, their coachmen and palanquin bearers. 
Sir, we who, clamour, shout and vociferate -fur liberty, justice''and 
e(iuality, let us not be a party to the ineqnitous policy of the enslave¬ 
ment and subjection of women. 0, why not let the* women come inP 
They will relieve the dulness of the debates. Their presence will 
diffuse a freshness and fragrance in the depressing atmosphere of the 
House. They will add a charm, a little life, light and colour where 
darkness and dulness prevail. 

But, Sir, in spite of all that I feel on the subject and in spite of 
all that I have said, I deeply deplore that I cannot fOTmally suppcnl; 
the motion of my friend Mr. Bose. It is not that I am afraid that 


aa an added member for Bengal. It is not that I am afraid that woman 
suffrage will throw wide open the door for corrupt practices and false 
personation, specially in the case of purdah ladies. My reason, Sir, . 
for formally opposing the motion is that I belong to a profession which 
allows a man to say what he does not mean, provided that he is paid 
for it. Sir, on the one hand the Bangiya Nari Samaj which invited 
to its Garden Party venerable members of the Council somehow com¬ 
pletely forgot my existence. Sir, nowadays, 1 have become extremely 
sensitive and suspicious. 

I wonder whether the crime of holding office in the University has 
something to do with my exclusion from the fashionable gathering of 
the ladies. My hon’ble and gallant friend—I use the word ** gallant ** in 
its ordinary sense. 

Tha PRESIDENTS You should give a member his proper descrip¬ 
tion. 

Dfi At SUHRAWARDYS All right. Sir, my hon’ble and chivalrous 
fiiend Mr. Erfan Ali promised me to bring my grievance to the notice 
of the ladies and get the wrong redressed. 1 have been expecting since 
the offer of a cup of tea or a glass of sherbet by some fair hand by way 
of compensation. I have waited and i^aited till I rose to my feet to 
address the House but* I waited in vain. On the other hand, my 
hon’ble and noble friend, the Baja of Chakdighi, has given proof of his 
Bajput chivalry and hospitality and has thus briefed me to oppose the 
resolution. 

Rftjs MANI LOLL SINGH ROYS I beg your pardon. 

Dr* At SUHRAWARDYs That is why. Sir, though pei'sonally 
inclined to play to the gallery, I resist the resistless appeal from the 
galleiy. The ladies, Sir, should not be disappointed or surinised if a 
House which carried a resolution the other day against the advance¬ 
ment of light and learning- 

Tha PRESIDENT: You need not refer to what the Council did the 
other day. 

DFi a. 8UHRAWARDY: All right, Sir, the ladies should not he 
disappointed or surprised if the House is backward, retrograde and 
unprogressive enough to defeat to-day a resolution for the advancement 
and emancipation of women. They should not he disappointed, ior 
after all, even if carried, the resolution would not confer upon them 
immediately the benefits of the suffrage. They will hope to wait for 
two years and a half. I, therefore, commend to the favourable eon- 
sidefraticm of the champions of the cause of female suffrage a solution 


off their feet and let them turn their thoughts not far away, to where 
dwells the Earl of Ronaldshay. Let them invade the sacred precincts 
of the Government House. Let them persuade our chivalrous Gover¬ 
nor to remove the disqualification against the nomination of women as 
members of Council. Let them prevail upon some jaded, tired, fatigued 
and overworked nominated members to resign. 1 hope there are some 
wise and magnanimous enough to do so—and let Krs. Sarojini Nsddu, 
for example, be nominated. ■ Let us see how the experiment works. 
Experimentation is the spirit of the Reforms. We are having the 
Reforms by instalments and doses. Let us have the first dose of female 
suffrage on the Government side. I earnestly trust that* the mover 
will give his anxious consideration to my suggestion and withdraw his 
resolution and avoid defeat and disappointment to all champions of the 
cause of advancement of women. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 find it most trying to 
address the Council on this question. I believe the other members 
will also find it trying, as who has the boldness to be unfair to the fair 
sex? A practical example may be given. Take Babu Annada Chsran 
Dutta’s amendment. In the beginning of his address he said that he 
was feeling rather nervous in delivering his speech, hut in the course 
of his speech he gathered sufficient courage and said that he was in 
favour of female franchise. He further said that the reformed Hindus 
and the reformed Muhammadans of the reformed Council must allow 
the reformed ladies the power of voting. But, Sir, what is the defini¬ 
tion of “reformed^*? If Mr. D. L. Boy's definition is accepted, then we 
are nowhere. He also said that educated ladies can teach even educa¬ 
ted men. Tes, Sir, I quite believe it. Babu Annada Charan Dutia 
profusely quoted in his speech from Mrs. Basu’s pamphlet which, I 
understand, has been circulated to all members. Even the Sanskrit 
quotations in Babu Annada Charan Butta’s speech are to be found in 
that pamphlet. But, Sir, the selfish motive of man is there. Notwith¬ 
standing what he had said he would only give to his educated sisters 
the power of voting only, but be would not alldw them to sit in the 
Council by his side. 

We have also heard Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Ray. But he Has not 
given his reason as to why there should bo a committee. My friend has 
also said that to be a member of the Council, personal canvassing wiU 
be necessary and it would not he good for the ladies to go out canvass- 
ing. My reply is that canvassing will not be necessary in case of ladies, 

because where a lady would stand as a candidate, that seat wiU not be 
contested. 

Sir, we have also heard Dr. Suhrawardy, but unfortunately, we 
could not follow him and so we do not know what he meant. 


of women of Bengal, and the question arises whether every one, edu¬ 
cated or uneducated, should be given the franchise. Therefore that 
is the first reason for referring the question to a committed. The second 
reason is that opinion of public bodies should be taken and that can only 
be done by a committee. 

The mover of the resolution has said that it is a political question. 
Sir, it is a political question with those that are educated, rich, and 
influential, but it is a social question with the rest of the womanhood 
of Bengal. With them it is a question of home and hearth. There 
are sections of communities whose religion prohibits woman franchise. 

The amendment of Babu Annada Charan Dutta will not have any 
effect because as soon as this resolution is passed, these ladies will have 
a right to become candidates ior the Council, and not only, they will 
have also the right to come forward as members of District Boards and 
Municipalities, and it will he difficult to deny them this privilege. 
Whom will they represent P How many females will be represented by 
these women of light and leading? Then my friend, the Kumar, has 
proposed certain restrictions for that class of women, who I may say, are 
hated by the society and are avoided as poison hy all good people, and 
he wants to apiraint a committee for this purpose. 

Then the learned mover of this resolution has said that this will 
give education. What education, Sir, may 1 know? The probable 
answer is political. But before doing that, would it not be desirable 
to give them the primary education? Ho doubt this will he an acquisi¬ 
tion and will give a new sphere of life to the rich, educated and cultured 
ladies. Would political education have any value with those who have 
got to attend to the domestic affairs from morning till they go to 
bed, with those who have got to go a mile with pitchers to fetch drinking 
water, and with those who almost every year are dying in hundreds for 
want of food and wearing clothes? Therefore, every one of us will be 
very thankful to the supporters of this resolution, if instead of taking 
this forward step, they move a little' backward and put their eyes on 
the people of the mufassal and try to give them primary education and 
teach the ordinary principles of sanitation. I therefore submit that 
this matter should be settled by a representative committee before 
taking any practical steps, and in this view I support the resolution of 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswaf Ray. 

Mr# Hi Ai STARK! There can he no one in this Council who is not 
most anxious that the peoples of India should rise in the scale of nations, 
and who does not therefore welcome every measure tha4; has for its object 
the uplifting of the races that dwell in this great land. Tt has been well 
said that no nation can he greater than its mothers. In deep sympathy 
as I am with the aspirations of my Indian colleagues in tl^ Chamber 
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Bay that I am here to speak in particular on behalf of the women oi my 
community. We maintain that in all material respects they are as 
qualified as the men for the exercise of the vote. The Census shows 
that the Anglo-Indian population is equally divided between males and 
females, and that education is practically universal. The official publi¬ 
cation entitled ‘‘Statistics of British India" records that in 1919-20 there 
were 22,668 Anglo-Indian boys and 21,354 Anglo-Indian girls receiving 
instruction. Again, the economic pressure of these days has resulted 
in the women of the community becoming wage-earners in annually 
increasing numbera. Many of them are suppm^ing dependents. 
Numbers of them are paying an income-tax or a municipal rate or cess. 
We find them serving in Government and mercantile offices: in retail 
firms and railways; in the postal and telegraph departments; in schools 


and hospitals. Some of them fill well-paid positions of trust and res¬ 
ponsibility. The Ileport of the Calcutta Domiciled Community Inquiry 
Committee (1918-19) provides the following statistics relating to Anglo- 

Indian women workers per 100 men:— 


Industries 

... 30 

Transport 

... 6 

Trade 

... 22 

Public Administration 

... 4 

Arts and Professions 

... 114 

Other Occupations 

... 69 


T believe that a few telling facts, briefly stated, speak with more elo¬ 
quence than the best turned sentences. I have therefore confined myself 
to facts, and I claim that I have shown that whether the test of literacy 
or the test of payment of a tax or rate be applied to them, a large per¬ 
centage of Anglo-Indian women are qualified for the suffrage, and for 
participating in the rights and responsibilities of citisenship. I cordi¬ 
ally support the original recommendation now before this Council. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; It is very difficult to 
speak against such a resolution, not because there are no reasons against 
it but because there is so much sentiment in favour of it, and particu¬ 
larly because any opposition to it may be misconstrued as disrespect to 
the womankind and want of sympathy with their aspirations. However, 
one has got to take that risk—the risk of being misinteipreted and mis¬ 
judged and incur odium when one sincerely believes that neither the 
best interests of the ladies nor those of the country will be served by 
passing snch a resolution at this stage. 

Sir, I am no believer in any inherent disability of wotnBn and hence 
1 base my opposition neither on the authority of the Old Testament. 







wiiat Napoleon said to Kadame Condorcet. No, not on any antKority 
either old or new is my opposition grounded. 

Neither am I oblirious of the cultural history of ancient India, of 
the solid achievements of the ladies of old, of their contidbution to the 
hymnology of the Yedas, of their elaboration of the doctrines of TJpani- 
shad, of the propagation of Buddhism beyond the confines of India, to 
Ceylon by Sanghamita, of the developments that even Astrology and 
Mathematics received at their hands. Yes, even the darkest ages had 
their fiashes of lightning. But old times have gone and old manners 
have changed long, Idng ago. 

I know, Sir, I shall be asked, you do believe in a renaissance, if 
you have any idea of what is coming/* My reply is, yes, I do believe 
in a renaissance, I do pray for-it, not in the sense of an ‘overturn and 
reversal’ by any foreign culture, but in the sense of a re>hirth of the 
national soul.” But as we are not yet sure in what forms and acti¬ 
vities it.will reincarnate itself and as ” in the outward life of the nation 
we are still in a stage of much uncertainty and confusion” we cannot but 
oppose a proposition which is coming only on the top of a wave of imita¬ 
tion. Moreover, I am fortified by Lord Salisbury’s reply: ”We have no 
right to assume what the future will be. It is your duty to act as you 
honestly believe. Even if it were thd fact that your opponents must 
ultimately triumph it is only designed that they shall so triumph after 
they have conquered every obstacle which it is your duty to put in their 
way. It is thus that nature protects herself against what is premature.” 

Now to come to specific arguments against woman franchise at 
stage, in the first place. Sir, I beg to say that the resolution is 
unauthorised. Except amongst a certain section, and a limited section 
too, of Calcutta ladies there is, so far as I know, no reliable evidence 
of a desire or demand for such a franchise; and if that be the case we 
have got no right, I think, to thrust such a right upoif Hindu and 
Muhammadan women in general, specially when it is doubtful if the 
privilege exercised under the Reforms is enjoyed as a matter of right 
or by way of sufferance. I know, Sir, I shall be told in reply that 
then the representations of the educated men and so-called representa- 
lives of the masses cannot be taken as the views of the dumb millions. 
Sir, the educated men of the country have established their rlaim 
to be the spokesmen of the masses only after a “ return movement ** 
and after'being ‘‘ back to the country ” in the widest sense of the term. 
So long as that movement of synthesis does not appear among the edu¬ 
cated women in this country the representative character of the go-ahead 
ladies can seriously be questioned. 

My second objection to women franchise at this stage. Sir, is that 
it is a proposal to put the cart before the* horse—^to invert historioal 


social emancipation—where women have got rotes before the other 
elementary human rights. When for haring lired for centuries in a 
conquered country, lired for ages in an enslaved society, when stickling 
between suicidal non-education on the one hand and a baneful foreign 
education on the other, our women hare lost the freedom to more in sun¬ 
shine, to breathe ample air, to live freely and work out unfettered theii* 
high destiny, to realise themselves not, of course, in and through the 
forms borrowed slavishly froip the West, but even in new forms instinct 
with national culture and consistent with their glorious past tradi¬ 
tions—^to propose that they should have the right to rote and take part 
in elections—^what else it can be but a hollow mockery, I do not 
understand. To take suffrage in such a narrow sense betrays only an 
imitative mind which cannot help 'the growth but only give a wrong 
direction to the woman movement in this country. 

And this brings me to my third objection to the resolution and that 
is that it will give a false ideal to ** feminism ** in this country and 
that is, Sir, what we ** vernacular-minded ** people fear most. We do 
not think. Sir, that by dragging our womenfolk into the political arena 
we can give “ Home ” to our ** Bule.*^ We think with Ellen Key 
that ** they must learn to know that their power is greatest in those 
provinces in which ' imponderable ’ values are created, values that 
cannot be reduced to figures and yet are the sole values capable df trans¬ 
forming humanity.*’ Until women ” and the pseudo-champions of 
their rights ** come to recognise this it must he insisted that the gain to 
society is nothing if millions of women simply do the work that men 
could do and probably do better and evade or fulfil but poorly the greater 
tasks of life and happiness, the creation of men and the creation of 
souls.” '* It is a pity,” says the same authoress, ” that, the modem 
American reform proposition has so blinded many women that they do 
not see that the American programme is like the American birds, whose 
colours are magnificent but who cannot sing. The American soul in 
general still lacks music. It has no ear for the tones and half-tones 
of life. For it is not utilities but complete human beings that elevate 
life. Accordingly, all the outward improvements through legislatijon 
and social work remain on the whole without effect, because neither 
men nor women understand that what really counts is the work done 
in the field of ethical values and in the furtherance of spiritual condi¬ 
tions.” I admit. Sir, that to fulfil their great tasks and destiny, women 
require the same human rights as men, but certainly this accession of 
rights should not begin with the storming of polling booths and capture 
of seats in Council Chambers. In India, we believe, there has been a 
diluvion of women’s rights and what we advocate is not the formation 
of an insvla nata hut '* re-formation in situ,** For what our country 


In the next place, Sir, my objection is that it is not the stage in 
which onr ladies can participate with honour in politics—nothing but 
participation in luUy self-governing institutions befits them. And if 
women in free England could wait till 1919 (The Sex Disqualification 
Removal Act), cannot our sisters afford to wait a few years more? 
** Doll’s house ” in society may be distasteful to our educated ladies, 
but certainly a ** DolVs house ” in politics is not a good substitute for 
that and flight from the one is as unjustifiable as it is unseemly to 
fight for a candidate or place in the other. 

One word with regard to Rai Jogendra Chandra Ghose Bahadur’s 
amendment and I have done. I did not think, Sir, that, being the 
representative of the University, the Rai Bahadur was incax>able of 
thinking of any other qualification but University certificates. A mind 
that cannot contemplate any intelligence, commonsense or culture, out¬ 
side the walls of the University, does not, in spite of its eloquent pro¬ 
fessions, really honour our womanhood but honours University certi¬ 
ficates only. Hence, Sir, 1 am grieved to find that a person like Rai 
Bahadur Ghose, insisting on such a qualification should in a manner and 
of course unwittingly insult the intelligence and commonsense of the 
Hindu and the Huhammadan ladies in general to whose tapo^ya, if to 
anything at all, the coming re-birth of the national soul of India will 
be largely due. 

But, Sir, in spite of all these objections, I shall be the last person 
to stand in the way of woman franchise, if I can only ascertain that 
such is the desire of our women in general, and if I can only under¬ 
stand what qualificatipns will be insisted on, and what practice and 
procedure will be followed to make it a reality, and, in this view, I beg 
to support the amendment of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I rise to support the resolution 
of Mr. S. M. Bose. I have been discussing the matter in an,d out 
of this Council and I shall now try to meet some of the arguments of the 
opponents of this resolution, vis., that our women are not yet fit for the 
suffrage, that very few of them would only be able to participate in 
utilising the franchise, that the purdah system of a large majority of 
our women would be encroached upon, that the homes where the ladies 
are expected to be the guiding angels would be neglected, that, on the 
whole, the removal of the sex disqualification Would only unsex them. 
Kow, to my mind, none of these arguments bears a moment’s scrutiny. 

The question of fitness applies equally to men as well as to women. 
If we remember the fact that the minimum qualification of a voter is the 
payment of a very small amount of road cess or chaukidari tax, the 
average male voters of any constituency can neither be more intelligent 
nor educated enough to appreciate the value of franchise conferred on 


persusBion by interested parties than out of a pure deaire to utilise their 
franchise under a proper sense of responsibility. 

Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur waxed eloquent on the fact 
that even in England the women had no franchise till recently, but this 
hon’ble gentleman, the representative of the Calcutta University, ought 
to know that his University was much more liberal in conferring degrees 
to her daughters long, long before the Universities of Oxford or Cam¬ 
bridge. 

It is a known fact that, whenever a lady has been placed at the helm 
i)f affairs, be it the management of her estates or be it any social func- 
don, the management of the functions is done with greater attention to 
morals, discipline and decency. The names of Queen Victoria the Good, 
Ahalya Bai, Rani Bhabani, Rani Sarat Sundari, Maharani Swamamoyee 
and many others are instances in point. I mean no personal reflection 
to any one when I say that it is my Arm conviction that many of our 
eamindaris in Bengal will be managed more economicaUy and with 
greater satisfaction to their tenants if, instead of the male samindars, 
their ladies take their place, as in that case wanton frivolities will be 
a thing of the past. Do the opponents of this resolution seriously think 
that their ladies are not fit to exercise their votes when they themselves 
cannot refrain from consulting them in every detail of household affairs? 

Regarding the next point, that very few of our ladies would care to 
participate in utilising their opportunities, I will say that I am not a 
prophet nor am I gifted with the foresight like that of the opponents of 
this resolution, but I am sure a large section of our qualified lady voters 
will join, and join it with a full sense of responsibility, unlike some of 
of the male voters, who, during the last election, did not even know the 
names and whereabouts of the persons they voted for. Again, without 
giving our women an opportunity how can one bodly assert that this 
franchise will be utilised by few P 

1 come to the next point that the purdah would be encroached upon. 

I ask them in all seriousness, how? Will our women he dragged into 
the polling booths by hooligans or otherwise insulted? If our women 
can manage to give evidence in a court of law, if our lady samindars in 
strict purdah can hold conversation sometimes with highest officers of 
Government, through their agents, if our women can attend in their 
thousands the public exhibition, the Zoological Gardens and the Museum; 
if our women in strict purdah can go in their hundred thousands to 
attend the Sagar Mela, Khumbha Mela, etc., and other ceremonial func¬ 
tions where there cannot be any total absence of males, I do not appreci¬ 
ate their reasoning when I hear that the purdah will he encroached upon. 

I do not deny, however, that in case the sex disqualification is removed 
some arrangements will have to be made by the authorities to ensure 


The next point that the homes of the ladies will be neglected if this 
suHiage is allowed is also not justified by facts. Every voter is not 
going to get a seat in the Council to discharge the affairs of the State 

no stretch of imagination enables me to forsee a numerical strength 
of lady members in the Council which cannot be counted on one’s finger 
ends. 

’ The elected members of this Council ought to realise that every 
member here has got to sacrifice something dear to him in attending this 
Council for the sake of his country, the lawyer his clients, the doctor 
his patients, the samindar his tenants, and the professor his students, 
the merchant his business, and the others their coveted sleep and happy 
dreams. And if one lady in a lakh chooses to devote a few hours in the 
Council, or if the general body of lady voters spend half an hour for the 
purpose of recording their votes once in three years, will the happiness of 
all homes be a thing of the past? Personally, I do not believe it. Did 
a Bani Bhabani, a Maharani Swamamoyee, or Bani Sarat Sundari neglect 
their household duties in the discharge of their public functions? 
I would remind my opponents of the well known saying that the busiest 
{tersons have got the greatest leisure and it is only the idle that always 
clamour for want of time. The last point, viz., that the removal of 
sex disqualification will only unsex th^m. I would not care to reply. 
When coming from the mufassal I entered the Medical College here, 
the presence of a large number of lady students in the class and the 
presence of nurses in the male wards were something new to me and it 
took me some time to get accustomed to the new environment and I have 
every confidence that the same will result in this Council when our 
Councillors get accustomed to the presence of ladies in their midst. 
One word more and I finish. I am a member of the orthodox Hindu 
community, the identical community from which comes Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Bay, not in name alone but in practice, and I am one of 
those who did not practise in in'ivate life any thing for which I may 
stand convicted in the public gaze of my society. I am, on the other 
hand, not one of those who feel a charm for everything foreign, but 
still I am one of those who would not like for ever to remain in a narrow 
groove to the sacrifice and detriment of the best interests of our country. 
I am one of those who believe in the Beforms, but I am not one of those 
who believe them to produce any real effect so long as the benefits of the 
Beforms are not allowed to be shared by all—men and women alike— 
who have got the best interests of their country at heart. 

I am aware, Sir, that a similar opposition was headed by the so- 
called orthodox school at the time of introducing filtered water supply in 
the to^ of Calcutta when people of position and influence deplored the 
introduction of filtered water on the ground of religion. 1 am aware, 


aware, Sir, of another opposition in the name of religion about the Con¬ 
sent Bill, but it is common knowledge that people hare now appreciated 
the boons. What is morally good is also good for society and further¬ 
more orthodoxy is not bigotry. I fully believe that the removal of sex 
disqualification will be of material help in bringing up latent talents in 
the management of the administration of the country in a class of people 
hitherto neglected, and I am sure those, who are opposing this resolu¬ 
tion to-day, will welcome it in future by the results achieved. - 


Raf MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 owe it to the 

womanhood of the country to support the resolution moved by Mr. 
S. N Bose. One may call us conservatives, moderates, extremists or 
nationalists, but I myself belong to a school of thought which 
has been always progressive. I would not go on repeating or para¬ 
phrasing what John Stuart Mill has said on the.subjection of women in 
these days of growing democracy. Indian womanhood, cultured woman¬ 
hood, can no longer be left behind in the race of life and debarred from 
enjoying political privileges. They have begun to assert their position 
and it is time that we should concede to them their right ungrudgingly. 
Irrational prejudice of men have done much to retard the mental growth 
and mental progress of our women and their birthright has long been 
denied to them. We would no longer be able to keep tbem back from 
their rightful places in the body politic. Our ancient scriptures, our 
history of old days, as left to us, contain brilliant pages of achieve¬ 
ments by Indian womanhood and kings and emperors of those days 
thought it a high privilege to be instructed and guided by the advice 
of the cultured ladies who visited their courts. It would not do for ns 
to ignore the signs of the times and not take due notice of the 
movement that has been set on foot in the country to secure votes for 
women. We can xxistpone the question and thereby help to create a 
new sort of discontent; but we will not be permitted to shelve the 
question much longer. Our ladies know better than we do how to 
accomplish an object and surely it will neither be wise nor sagacious 
to drive them to the necessity of fighting out their case to the bitter 
end. I plead for doing the act with good grace and nothing is well 
done which is not done with good grace. W© are working on con¬ 
stitutional lines and we are in for Swaraj. It will therefore be in the 
fitness of things if we solidly vote for the acceptance of the resolution 
moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. My only regret is that other parts of the 
country—Madras and Bombay preferably—had to show us the way and 
remind us of our duty. But it is never too late to mend and let ns 
mend the matter by the solidity of our votes. Let not the world say 
that cultured Bengal and representatives of the people in the Ccmncil 


‘ r hare had the c^^rtunitj to listen to the arguments of-Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Bay who says that it would be very difficult to put the 
principle in operation, if acted upon by this Council. But there would 
be no difficulty if Goyeniment be prepared to modify the election rules. 
When these rules were initiated by Goyerument, great difficulty was 
felt in many quarters to carry them out. I myself felt great difficulty 
in that way; but these election rules are now put in operation and no 
one can doubt the excellence of them. If the election rules are framed 
and drafted on a proper basis, there will be no difficulty in the way. 
Reference has been made to the bazar women who it is feared would 
come forward to yote in the election. Can there not be any rule to 
prohibit themP Members of the Council will find no difficulty if the 
rules are framed as I said on proper basis. True, it is, that tbe purdah 
system xueyails in our country. True it is, that ladies cannot come out 
of the purdah; hut will that be an argumeut against carrying out tbe 
principle enunciated in the Council Manual P At the time when the 
Widows Remarriage Act was before the Government, we know what 
objections were raised; solid objections were made at tbe time but 
some of my couniiymen saw that it was a mistake to oppose the prin¬ 
ciple enunciated in it. When the Acts are novel, when rules are novel, 
when the subject is new, there must b4 objections but we ought not 
to he afraid of them. I am led to think, after deep and anxious con¬ 
sideration, that it is high time that this Council should consider the 
force of the resolution which has been brought forward before it. It 
is time that we should not be in the backward line, on tbe retrograde 
side. We must come forward and help the women as far as it lies in 
us. Gh^at injustice has been done to tbe girls and women of our 
country. We educate our boys at great expense but what have we 
done to educate our girls P It is time that Bengal should come forward 
to allow the women to exercise their right of franchise. If I am not 
irrelevant, I may plead to this Council, as I have done on many plat¬ 
forms, that it is necessary for Bengal to see that the education of 
women is spread as far as possible. If female education would have 
spread in the country, we would have seen many female Councillors in 
the Council Chamber by this time. 

With these words, I beg to suppoii; tbe I'esolution moved by my 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose. 

MlUivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDs I beg to support tbe resolution 
moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. As a Muhammadan I am bound to support 
it. From tbe very commencement of civilization, during the time of 
the Saracens, the Arab women aocomi)anied their husbands to battle. 
They were behind their husbands and if any one want«|* to flee away 
from the battle-field, it was tiie voice of his wifr which goaded him on. 


they would not show their backs to the enemy. What was their Talour 
due to ? It was due to the presence of their wives. 

Then again, coming to recent times, we have got Nur Jehan, Sultana 
Beeia and Chand Bibi who were the ornaments to womanhood. They 
had shown to the world their administrative capacity which we are 
afraid to give to the women of Bengal. Those gentlemen who are afraid 
of the purdahf do they know that Kuhammadan women go on pilgrim¬ 
age to Kecca thousands of miles away from their homes? Do they not 
then lose their pvrdah? Is the purdah tom off their faces when 
they go to visit the holy place of Mecca ? Certainly not I There¬ 
fore, we ought not to be afraid that if we give the franchise to our 
women we would tear away the purdah from their faces. I say that we 
ought not to be afraid of giving fi’anchise to our women, be they Hindus, 
be they Muhammadans, or of any other denomination. Therefore, I 
beg to submit that this Council, especially the Muhammadan Council¬ 
lors, would consider all these facts which I give from our own society, 
not from any other society. There are hundreds of zamindar ladies 
and hundreds of ladies of middle class who have gone to Mecca and 
have come back as Hajit. Are they in any way inferior? Do you not 
revere them P Do yon not say that they have performed a duty which 
many of you have not performed? Therefore, I should like to impress 
upon the Councillors that such is the Muhammadan society and such 
is the society in Bengal. Tou would do very well to give them the 
franchise asked for. 

The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler has told us that the Government 
has reserved this duty of giving the franchise to women to the Beformed 
Council. Government has done nothing about it. It is left to your 
good sense to grant the franchise. Are you going, when the oppor¬ 
tunity occurs, to ignore it? Are you going to say ** no, we are not 
going to give franchise to women.*' 

Bai Togendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur has told you that our males 
are dumb driven cattle. If they were given franchise, why not women P 
When the franchise is given we shall see how it works, whether the 
purdah is an impediment or not. The details are not at present before 
tbis House for consideration. To-day tbe principle whether fran¬ 
chise ought to be given to women is under consideration, and I trust 
ihat this Council will have no hesitation in giving the franchise to 
women. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay is afraid of public women. He says 
that purdah ladies would be swamped by these public women, but can 
there not he a rule prohibiting them from being voters ? They should 
not be able ta come to tbis Council as Councillors. They are not in 


the public women should come and sit here as Councillors. By legis¬ 
lation, they should be deprived of the right to vote. It is only to the 
respectable women, zenana women who are educated, cultured or who 
have property qualification, that we should give franchise. If they 
like, they can come to this Council and at the same time observe theis 
purdah. They may deliberate with the other Councillors here. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay says that Madras and Bombay have 
given votes to women, because they do not have purdah. I think that 
he is wrong. There are women in Bombay and Madras who are called 
ghosha ladies and they are the same as purdah ladies of Bengal. There¬ 
fore, if such ghosha ladies can be given franchise, why should not the 
purdah ladies of Bengal be given the francbise ? 

With regard to the amendments, I beg to submit that if the prin¬ 
ciple is accepted, that the franchise should be given to women, I think 
that the limitation that has been proix>se(] by Bai Jogendru Chunder 
Ghose Bahadur and Babu- Annada Churau Dutta, cannot hold water, 
because there may be women who are as much cultured oj- educated as 
any of the ladies who have passed the university examinations. 
Because the hall-mark of a University has not been attached to their 
names, I think that they ought not ito be deprived of their vote, if 
they are sufiiciently educated or aie intelligent and possess property 
qualifications. 

There is another point. A lady zamindar is, I think, as much quali¬ 
fied as a lady or girl who has passed the Matriculation examination. 
Therefore, there ought not to be any limitation. 

I beg to remind my Muhammadan friends that it is our religion 
which gives the right of inheritance to our women. When a Muham> 
madan gentleman dies, his children whether male or female inherit his 
property equally. The propeiiy qualification amongst Muhammadans 
will be more easily found than among Hindus; thus the number of female 
Muhammadan voters would be much greater than that of the Hindus. 
With these words, I support the resolution that has been moved by my 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose. 


Adjoumnwiit. 

The Council then adjourned to Friday, the 2nd September, 1921, at 
3 P.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Prooaedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil' aseembled under the 
provisions of the Government.of India Aot, 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 2nd September, 1921, at 3 f.m. 

Present: 

The Hon*ble the President, the Hon^ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 105 nominated 
and elected members. 


Bterred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Passenger trains on Howrah-Burdwan chord line. 

•XXXII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the DepaHment of Public Works 
aware of the overcrowding in the evening up local passenger trains on 
the Howrah-Burdwan chord line of the East Indian KailwayP 

(5) Is the Hon’blo the Minister aware that in the evening up local 
trains, third and intemediate class daily passengers avail themselves of 
the second class compartments to the inconveniences and discomfort of 
the bond fido second class passengers P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that very often 26 to 30 
passengers are allowed to travel in a second class compartment by 
those trains P 

MINISTER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’Ue the Naiwab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhurii Khan Bahadur)! 

(o), (5) and (c) The reply is in the negative. 


Waterways on the Issurdih-Serajganj and Issurch'li-Santahar lines. 

•XXXIII. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDH^RI; (a) WiU 

the Hon*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that on the Issur- 
dib-Serajganj Railway and Issurdih-Santabar- Railway lines the water¬ 
ways are insufficient, and that on that account there has been a sudden 
flo(^ this year near several bridges in those lines, and the Dilpasar 


(b) Are Ihe GoTemment considering the desirability of instituting 
an immediate inquiry with the object of ascertaining the true state 
of things, during the present rainy season, and of taking remedial 
measures at once, if considered necessary? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID HAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Complaints regarding insufficiency have been 
received and, with a view to settle this question, levels of the floods on 
both sides of these railway lines are being observed during the present 
monsoon, to ascertain if there is really any destructive heading up on 
one side of the embankments. Government have no infomation in 
regard to the Dilpasar bridge on. the Serajganj line nor of the heavy 
losses to the i)eople alleged to have taken place in the flooded area. 

(&) Yes. steps have already been taken to record flood levels during 
the present rainy season and to collect hydraulic data. 


Coolie affairs at Chanc^Mir. 

*XXXIV. Babu FANINDRALAL DEs WUl the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state whethei 
any action has been taken by the Government with regard to the officers 
in connection with the coolie affairs at Ghandpur, in view of the resolu* 
tion passed in the July session of the Council? If not, what is the 
cause of the delay ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HoiFble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The attention of the officers concerned has been 
drawn to the proceedings of the Bengal Tiegislative Council, dated the 
8th and llih July, 1921, in connection with the incident at Chandpur 
on the 20th May last. 


Lecturers and Demonstrators, 

•XXXV, Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Deimrtmeiit of Education be 
pleased to state— 

(n) (») whether it is a fact that, in recent years, lectmers and 
demonstrators have, on first entering the service, been 
appointed on different rates of salaries—some on Rs. 200 a 
month, some on Rs. 150, some on Rs. 125 and some on Rs. 100. 
and 

(u*) whether it is also a fact that some of the existing senior 


(&) If 80 , will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) how they propose to treat all these officers in determining their 
positions on the nominal rolls of the new service; and 
(it) how they propose to treat the latter type of officei'S? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(f) Whether, in detemining the positions of all lecturers and 
demonstratoi’s, their period of service will be counted from 
the very dates on which they weie fii’st appointed as lecturers 
and demonstrators, as the case may be, irrespective of theii 
starting salaries, as if all of them were appointed on Rs. 150 
from those dntes ? 

(it) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in durge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) (i) In recent years lecturers and 
demonstrators have initially been appointed on Rs. 200, Rs. 160 and 
Hs. 125 according to the circumstances of individual cases. They have 
not been appointed on Rs. 100. During the existence of the Kastem 
Bengal and Assam Government lecturers and demonstrators in Eastern 
Bengal colleges were appointed initially on Rs. 100. 

(tt) Before 1904 there were u few appointments on Rs. 50 initially. 
(b) (i) On reorganisation the existing relative pjosition of the 
officers is not likely to be disturbed. 

(n) and (c) The inatler is still under the consideration of Govern* 
ment, and before Government passes definite orders it cannot be foretold 
what shape the matter will take. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the taMo). 

Primary schools in Midnapore and Chatal subdivisions. 

190. Babu DEVENORA LAL KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(i) how many primary schools foi- boys are there in the Midnapore. 
Sadar and Ghatal subdivisions; 

(n) how many students are there in such schools; 

(m) the total number of school-going boys in the above two sun 
divisions and Ibeir proportionate number in such schools; and 

(tv) the amount of grants-in-aid that such schools receive from the 


The Hon’ble Mr. F. C. MITTERl A statement is laid on the table. 


Slalemftnt referred to in the reply to ur^eiarred question bfo. 190y showing 
the number of primary schooU^ the pupils in them^ the number' of 
boys of tclwoi-going age in the Sadar and Qhatal Sttb-divisione in the 
MidtUipore district and the amount of grant-in-aid allotted to them. 
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Effloienoy bar for Judicial offloers. 

191. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’hle the MemW 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say— 

(a) what is the procedure laid down for considering the efficiency 
bar of judicial officers; 

(h) when will the efficiency bar of the judicial officei's (Munsifs), 
who would be olheT\vls<' entitled to get Bs. 550 according to 
time>8cale, be considered; 

(c) who will first move in the matter: whether Government, the 
High Court or the Accountant-General, Bengal? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon>ble 
Sir Abd-ur>Rahim)! (a) Every case is carefully considered by the 
High Court before an officer is allowed to draw pay at a rate above the 
stage at which the efficiency bar is fixed. 

(5) The question whether the officers refeiTed to should be regarded 
as having passed the efficiency bar will be considered by the High Court 
on the reopening of the Court after the vacation. It has been arranged 
that this question will be considered annually on receipt of & list from 
the Accountant-General, Bengal, of the officers concerned. 


Amalgamation of the Krishnagar Rood and Oity etationi. 

192. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
be pleased to state whether it is under the contemplation of the Kailway 
authorities to amalgamate the Krishnagar Road station with the Krish¬ 
nagar City station? 

(b) If so, when is this expected to be done? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Hailuay authorities to complete this amalgamation at an early date? 

Tho Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a), (h) and (c) Government have no information in 
this matter which will, however, be brought to the notice of the Rail¬ 
way authorities. 


Cadre of higher police service. 

193. Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to 
state what is the present sti'ength of the cadre of ^superintendents, 
additional superintendents and assistant superintendents of police in 
Bengal ? 

(b) When was the number of officers in each case sanctioned, and 
how many posts out of the sanctioned strength are actually tilled up at 
present, and how many vacancies are thei'e in each case? 

(c) How many posts of additional superintendents are at present 
substantively held by Indians? 

(d) How many of these officers have been appointed from amongst 
promoted and directly appointed deputy superintendents? 

(e) Is the i>erceutage of the total number of Indian additional super¬ 
intendents of Police to the strength the same as recommended by the 
Public Services Commission? 

(/) If not, will the Hon*hle the Member be pleased to state the 
reason for this? 

MEMBER in chvge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 

Hoit’bleBir Henry Wheeler): (a) Superintendents, 45; additional 
superintendents, 13; assistant superintendents, 52. 

(6) The cadre was originally sanctioned on the constitution of the 
Presidency, in 1912, and with subsequent additions stands as in (a) above. 
There are no vacancies in the cadre of superintendents, but there are 
18 vacancies iu the cadre of assistant superintendents. 


(d) O^tke six posts of superintendents and additional superinten¬ 
dents held by Indians, two are at present filled by promoted, three by 
directly recruited, deputy superintendents, and one by a promoted 
assistant commissioner of the Calcutta police. 

(e) and (/) The Public Services Commission made no recommenda¬ 
tion as to the percentage of appointments to be held by Indian additional 
superintendents. 


Khulna distress. 

104. BAu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) WiU the 

Hon'ble the hlember in charge of the Depaitment of Bevenue (Land 
Bevenue) be pleased to state the latest reports regarding the prevailing 
distress in Khulna, with particular reference to— 

(t) places where the distress is moat acute; 

(u) deaths from starvation, if any; 

(lit) health of the people in the affected area; 

(iv) measures of relief adopted with special reference to the number 
of 2,000 i)er8on8 who have been reduced to abject poverty, 
as mentioned in reply to u^y question at the last meeting of 
the Council ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member awai'e that there have been some 
private organisations to afford relief in the distressed area? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state— 

(i) the nature of relief given by such organis^ions; 

(ii) the number of people receiving such relief? 

(d) Are the Goveinmeut aware that there have been rei>eated failures 
of crops since the cyclone of 1919, in Ihanas l^iikgacha, Asasuni, 
Shyamnagar and Kaliganj, including Pratabnagar beat bouse, and 
that the ordinary average outturn per bigha of the crops there even 
before the cyclone diminished considerably P 

(e) Are the Goveniment considering the desimbility of making an 
inquiry into the causes of such diminishing outturn? 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the HonPUe the Mahara]adhira]a Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) A comviuntgu6 showing tlie result of the Hon’ble Member’s visit to 
the affected area has already been published. 

(i) Pratabnagar Union, Kasimari in Shyamnagar thana, and certain 
tracts in P’aikgacha thana adjacent to the Sipsa and Koyra and Kobaduk 
rivers, wherever, the embankments have failed to keep out salt water. 


(ti?) Apart from non-official relief, which is referred 4o helow, 
Government have granted Rs. 40,000 as agricultural loans, Bs. 6,000 
to the District Board for relief, and Rs. 1,000 for cloths from the Ram 
Lai Mukherjee^s Fund. 

Suspension of rent in affected khns mahals has been granted and 
realisation of previous agricultural loans has been suspended in the 
affected areas. The District Board also provided relief work by road 
construction as long as the weather permitted, and is now providing 
medical assistance in all the affected tracts. 

(6) The Seva Asram of Khulna, the Ram Krishna Mission and 
the Baina Missions are doing good work in the affected areas. 

(c) The latest figures supplied are:— 


(1) Natura of relist. 

Seva Aaram ... DistributioD o£ rioe and cloth 

Ram Krishna Mission ... Distribution of rice and cloth 

The Bama Mission have just commenced work and no figures are 
available. 

(d) Tob, the condition of the embankments, which are in many 
places quite inadequate to cope with the increasing salinity of the rivers, 
has resulted in failure of crops since the cyclone of 1919. It is a fact 
that these causes had even before t!ie cyclone led to a deterioration in 
the productive capacity of the areas so affected. 

(e) Government propose to make inquiries with a view to ascertain 

what steps are possible for the restoration of the embankments and for 
the exclusion of saline water. • 


(S) Membar of 
noipienta. 

12,317 

1,422 


Depressed olaeses. 

195. BabuBHiSHMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what 
classes ore included in the term depressed classes”? 

(b) Have the Government accepted the classification recognised hy 
the Calcutta University Commission? 

(c) What is the population of the “ depressed classes ” in Bengal 
08 recognised by the Government? 

(d) Will it be possible for the Government to supply figures show¬ 
ing how many of these have passed the Matriculation, Intermediate in 


(e) What number and perceutajfe of the appointments in the follow¬ 
ing serrices and departments are at preront held by the members of the 
** depressed classes **:— 

(i) Bengal Civil Sei'vioe (Executive and Judicial); 

(tt) Subordinate Executive Police; 

(m) Begistration; 

{iv) Education; 

(v) Excise; 

(vi) Agriculture; and 
(vti) Co-operative? 

The Hon>bld Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (6) No rigid cUssi- 
fication ■ has been adopted or recognized by Government. The castes 
and tribes named in (Chapter Virbf the Report of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity Commission have been generally regarded as coming within the 
category. 

(c) A little over seven millions. 

(d) No. 

(e) The information is not on record. 


Bengal Civil Service. 

196a Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALIi (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department aware of the discontent p7*e- 
vailing among the deputy colloctors of Bengal over the new time-scale 
of pay ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the salaiy of similar officers in other provinces 
is higher than in Bengal ? If so, can the Government assign any reason 
for it? 

(c) Did the Public Services Commission suggest different scales of 
pay fcH* the different provinces? 

(d) Is it a fact that the deputy collectors sent a memorial to the 
local Government protesting against the new scale of pay? If so, will 
the Hon'ble the Member 1)e pleased to state what action was taken on 
the memorial?' 

(e) Is it a fact that the deputy collectors have now memorialised the 
Government of India? If so, have the local Government forwarded 
their memorial? If not, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to 
state the reasons for withholding the memorial? 

(/) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to state under what 
atuhority the local Government fixed the scale of pay of these officers? 

(p) Is it a fact that the Imperial Government are the only authority 
to fix the pay of officers appointed before 1914 ? 


whereas in Bengal there are two efficiency bars besides a selection grade 
bar, and that the increment in those provinces is annual and not biennial 
as is the case in Bengal? 

The Hon’bleSir HENRY WHEELERs (a) Government have received 
representations as to the inadequacy of the new time-scale for the Bengal 
Civil Service from members of that service. 

(i) The time-scale of some provinces is more favourable than that 
of Bengal. The latter was fixed after a careful consideration of the 
circumstances and needs of this Presidency. 

(c) B^o, except for Burma. 

(d) Yes. 'As the time-scale had been fixed after due consideration. 
Government were unable to reopen the question and the memorialists 
were informed accordingly. 

(e) Yes; the memorial has been forwarded. 

(/) The scale was fixed by the local Government under powers dele¬ 
gated to it by the Secretary of State and the Government of India. 

(g) Under section 18, Regulation IX, 1833, the pay of deputy 
collectors is to be fixed by the Governor-General in Council. This 
section was repealed in 1914 by the Repealing and Amending Act, 1914. 

(h) In the Indian Civil Service, there is only one efficiency bar. The 
creation of two efficiency bars in the Bengal Civil Service is in accord¬ 
ance with the recommendations of the Secretary of State. Provisions 
for increment are not the same in all provinces. On these points refer¬ 
ence is invited to the answer to (b) above. 

Lioensing Boards (Exoisa). 

197. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state— 

(t) the statutory functions of licensing boards; 

(u) the objects in view for which they were constituted? 

(6) WiU the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the licensing board has not been given the following powers, 
namely,— 

(i) to grant wholesale licenses; 

(n) to select vendors; 

(m) to settle hours of sale; and 

(iv) to determine the strength at which liquor should be sold? 



MINItTBR in ohvge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE mi 
INDUSTRIES (tho HoiPblo the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) (t) Licensing boards for the cities of Calcutta and 
Howrah, exercise, subject to the control of the local Government and 
to the exclusion of the Collector, all the powers (except that of granting 
licenses) and perform all the duties which are conferred and imposed 
upon the Collector by section 34, read with section 33 of the Excise Act. 

(tt) They have been appointed to consider and finally decide, subject 
to the supervision of the Government, all proposals of the Excise Depart¬ 
ment in connection with the number and location of excise shops in the 
cities of Calcutta and Howrah. 

(b) Ho. The licensing boards have not been given these powers, 
but they can bring to the notice of the Commissioner of Excise such 
opinions as they may form on any of the subjects. 

(c) The Government will, before long, consider the question of the 
constitution of the present licensing boards for the cities of Calcutta and 
Howrah and will endeavour to make such changes in the constitution as 
would lead to a better representation in the boards of the public non¬ 
official view on these questions. If considered necessary, the Govern¬ 
ment will see that there is a non-official pajority in the boards. 

ArratU and oonvietions due to drunkenness in Calcutta and its 

suburbs. 

19^ Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(t) the number of arrests due to drunkenness; and 

(tt) the number of convictions arising therefrom; 

in the town of Calcutta and its suburbs in each of the last five years ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: (i) The information asked for in part (i) of the question 
is not readily available. 

(tt) Calcutta (Town proper).—1916-17, 4,224; 1917-18, 6,038; 
1918-19, 6.006; 1919-20. 6,209; 1920-21, 6,293. 

Calcutta (Suburbs).—1916-17, 2,628; 1917-18, 2,808; 1918-19, 
2,679; 1019-20, 2,719; 1920-21, 2,201. 

Assistant sub-inspectors of polios. 

198. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 

■BV_B Vk ^ 


(6) What is the standard of qualification on which theAe appoint¬ 
ments are made? 

(c) How is their promotion to higher i*anks regulated P 

(<f) Is it a fact that the scale of pay which was recommended and 
sanctioned for the assistant sub-inspectors in pre-war days was announced 
a year ago? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the discontent prevailing 
amongst these officers? 

(/) Ai'e the Qoverument considering the desirability of enhancing 
the scale of pay sanctioned for the assistant sub-inspectors? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) and (h) Assistant sub-inspectors both in the 
Bengal and Calcutta police are recruited by promotion from the rank 
of literate constables and also by direct enlistment. Direct recruits ai’e 
required to have passed the matriculation examination. 

(c) In the Bengal 2 )olice, 50 per cent., and in the Calcutta police, 
25 ])er cent., of vacancies in the rank of sub-inspectors are filled by the 
pitimotion of assistant sub-inspectors. 

((T) No. The scale of pay sanctioned in 1920 was fixed with refer¬ 
ence to modern economic conditions. 

(e) Government are aware that the assistant sub-inspectors are not 
content with the revised scale of jiay .sanctioned for them. 

(/) No. 


Military guards at Chandpur and aisenirhera on the 
Assam-Bengal Railway. 

200. BabU INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in chaige of the Police Department aware that the military 
police (Gurkha) guaMs in the Chandpur steamer ghat prevent, or used 
to ])revcnt, passcngei-s holding through tickets from hoarding the 
steamers at night, and that such jiassengers had to spend the night at 
Chandimr? 

(h) Is the llon’ble the Member aware that special guards from the 
armed or military jHilice have been jfiaoed in many stations of the Assam- 
Bengal Railway? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Assam- 
Bengal Railway or the steamer companies bear the cost of these extra 
guards? If not, why not? 


The Hon'bto Sir HEMRY WHEELER: (a) OoTemment haya 
received no representation on this subject. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No. The force has been deputed for the maiuteuance of law 
and order and not specially in the interest of the companies. 

(d) The guards will be withdrawn as soon as the necessity for 
retaining them ceases to exist. 


Waterways on the Burdwan-Howrah Chord Railway. 

201. Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is 

the Hou'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
aware that the East Indian Railway Company in constructing their 
Burdwan-Howrah Chord line have not kept sufficient waterways between 
Porabazar Gate and Belmuri station and Ghinsum-Dbaniakb^ Dis¬ 
trict Board road in the disti ici of Tlooghly ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware ilmt the pec^le of the locality 
have suffered thereby both from the ppint of view of public health and 
production of crops ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also awai'e that it has resulted in 
water-logging on the west of the Burdwan-Howrah Chord line between 
mile 2''^ and 30 and has caused a dearth of water and consequent failure of 
the crops on the east of the line P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of undertaking 
a local investigation by a Government Engineer and of laying the result 
of the invotigation on the table P 

The Hon’ttle the Nnvab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURf, 
Khan Bahadur: (a), (b) and (c) No. 

{d) The question of vaierways on the Saktigarh-Kumarkundu 
section of the Buidwan-Howrah Chord Railway was carefully considerod 
by Government duiing the construction of the line. The Superintend¬ 
ing Engineer, Soulh-Weslem Circle, was asked to make a local inquiry 
as to the number and sire of the waterways in company with the District 
and Railway Engineers and submit bis report to Government through 
the Commissioner of the Division. The Railway authorities have pro¬ 
vided all the additional waterways recommended by the Superintending 
Engineer and the local civil officers. In the circumstances, Government 
do not consider it desirable to take any further action in this matter at 
present and until such time as the insufficiency of the waterways provi- 


Removal of Book Dapftt to Ghetto. 


202. Rm MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs (a) In con¬ 
nection with his statement in the Bengal Tiegislstiye Council on 
23rd March, 1921 (page 387, Volume I, No. 5 of the Bengal Le^slative 
(’ouncil Proceedings), that the public would not be put to the slightest 
iucouTenience by the remoTal of the press to Ohetla, as Coveruraent 
publications would continue to be stocked at Writers' Buildings, will 
tlie Hoii'bh^ the Member in charge of the Deimrtment of Finance be 
pleased to state whether the statement meant that the idea of the, 
I’emoval of the Book I)ep6t to Chetln had been abandoned, or merely 
that a small sale office would be located at Writers' Buildings? 

(h) Will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state what is the 
estimated cost of constniction of the portion of the building which will 
he occupied by the Book Depot at Chetla? 

(c) What will be the cost of construction of the racks and furniture 
in the new buildings at Chetla for the Book Depot P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HoffFMe 
Mr. Kerr)! (a) It is proposed in remove the main Book Dep5t to Chetla 
and to have a local sale office in Writers' Buildings. 

(h) Rs. 1,16,000. 

(c) No estimate has been framed yet. 


Witness sheds in Rangpur courts. 

203. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; (a) Will the Hon'hle the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware— 

(f) that there is no witness sheds attached to the civil courts of 
the Bangpur, Sadar and Subdivisional Courts, and that this 
is the cause of great inconvenience to the public; 

(it) that there is a corrugated iron shed attached to the civil coiirt 
of Bangpur, Sadar, which, when constructed, was meant for 
the witnesses, hut hasten used as a godown by the Govern* 
ment for the last 10 or 12 years P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of constructing 
witness sheds at this place? 

The Hon^Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) (t) There are witness sheds 
attached to the civil courts in the Sadar and in Nilphamari and Euri- 
gaon subdivisions of the Rangpur district. Administrative approval 



(it) The corrugated iron shed attached to the civil court at Bangpur 
is being used as a godown. In its place a verandah has been set 
apart for use as witness shed. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Silk industry in Murshidabad. 

204, Btbu SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon*ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and IndustrieE 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing:— 

(t) the number of silk-weavers in the district of Mur8hidaba4; 

(tt) the number of silk-cloth dealers in the same district; and 
(ut) the number of people who rear silk in the said district? 

The Hoffi>ble the Naurab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (i) 27.338. 

(tt) Information not available. 

(ttt) 6,803. These figures were recorded so far back as the year 
1911. Becent figures are not available; 

Veterinary service. 

205, Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state— 

(а) whether it is a fact that the pay of an officer in the Provincial 

Veterinary Service of Bengal as sanctioned by the Bight 
Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India is Bs. 250—750; 

(б) whether the Bengal Civil Veterinary Inspectors belong to the 

cadre of the said Provincial Service since the creation of the 
appointments in the Government of India letter to the Bight 
Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India, No. 232 of 1907, 
and as sanctioned by the latter's No. 136 Bev., dated the 
23rd August, 1907; 

(c) if the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, why effect has not 

yet been given to the scale of pay as referred to in (a) as 
regards the Veterinary Inspectors; 

(d) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to grant the 

benefit of the revised scale to the Veterinary Inspectors, or 
to give them an all-round increase of pay, as in the case of 
services of similar status and cadre, ~ 

(s) whether it is a fact that till now the said Inspectors have been 
granted no increase of pay, or compensation in lieu thereof 






(/) whether memorials from the Veterinary Inspectors, dated the 
10th February, 1921, regarding the revision and incremeni 
of pay have been received by the Hon’ble the Ifinister; and 
{g) whether the said memorials have been disposed of, and, if so, 
what orders have been passed thereon ? 

The HoffUe the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

{d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. 
The question raised in the second part is under consideration. 

(e) Yes. 

if) Yes. 

{g) The memorials are still under consideration. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; Will.the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge be pleased to state whether, on the lines mentioned in 
question (h) it really provides that these officers belong to the cadre as 
referred to in question (a) P I trust that they have not been so 
classed. 

The HofWble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I must have notice of this question. 


Calcutta UiMvarsity budget 

206. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
when the budget of the Calcutta University is presented before the 
Senate ? 

(b) Is it a fact that lecturers are appointed before the budget is 
sanctioned P 

(c) Is it a fact that one-third of the income derived from examina¬ 
tion fees is sanctioned for the Postgraduate Department of the Calcutta 
University? 

(d) Is not the Science Department a part of the postgraduate 
teaching P 

(e) Is it a fact that no sum from the said fee fund has been sanc¬ 
tioned for the Science Department in the year 1919-20 P 

The Hon’blc Mr. P« Ca MITTER: The University has replied as 
follows 


(c) Beference is invited to section 44, Chapter XI of the Kegnla- 

tions of the Calcntta University. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) It is not a fact. 


Assistant Secretaries. 

207. MauUi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Ifcmheri^^arge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state 
h^FmaV^^R^ of Assistant Secretaries are there in the various depart* 
ments of the Government of Bengal, and who hold those appointments P 

(6) How many of the Assistant Secretaries have been recruited from 
outside and how many have been taken from the office assistants? 

(e) What are the instructions of the Government of India in the 
matter of selecting Assistant Secretaries? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the direction of the Government of India 
is to the effect that these posts should be given to the office assistants 
as far as possible? 

(e) Who has been recently appointed as the Assistant Secretary to 

the Judicial Department? t 

(/) What are his qualifications ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the claims of qualified and experienced office 
assistants have been overlooked in the matter of this ap}X)iiitment? 
If so, why ? 

' (A) Are the Government aware of the dissatisfaction among the 
office assistants on account of their supersession ? 

(t) Are the Government considering the desirability of throwing open 
these posts to the office assistants? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) The posts of Assistant 
Secretary are as follows:— 

(1) Public Works Department.—Mr. C. B. Bayley (permanent), 

on leave. Maulvi S. M. Abdul Asiz (officiating). 

(2) Legislative Department.—Mr. A. M. Hutchison (permanent), 

on deputation; Mr. E. M. Maaumdar (officiating). 

The above posts existed prior to the Beforms. 

The following have since been created:— 

(3) Judicial Department.—Maulvi Wali-ul-Islam. 

(4) Bevenue Department.—^Ehan Bahadur Saiyid Abdul Ijatif. 

(6) Department of Local Self-Government.—Babu G. C. Sen, 

(6) Department of Agriculture and Industries.—^Maulvi Muham¬ 
mad Chainuddin. 


(c) and (d) No jn^oise instructions regarding selection Kaye been 
received. The matter is one for the discretion of the local Government. 

(e) Maulvi Wali*ul-Islam. 

(/) He is a deputy magistrate and deputy collector of twelve years* 
standing; he has also had some previous acquaintance with Secretariat 
work in the office of the Director of Land Becords. 

(g) and (^) The answer is in the negative. 

(i) These posts are already open to the office assistants. 

Coolie affairs at Chandpur. 

208. Babu RiSHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to say 
what effect has been given to the resolution No, 45, passed at the last 
sessions of this Council, recommending the Government to take action 
against the conduct of local officials in connection with the ejectment 
of the coolies and their families from the station at Chandpur on the 
20th May, 1921P 

MEMBER in obarge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*Me 
Sir Henry Wheeler) ; The member is referred to the answer given to a 
starred question asked at this meeting by Babu Panindralal De. 

Coolie affairs at Chandpur. 

209. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
in what manner the Government intend to give effect to the resolution of 
this Council regarding the Chandpur affair? 

(5) Will the Government be pleased to make a fnll statement as to 
how the officers concerned have been dealt withP 

(c) What further action does the Government propose to take in 
order to make the recurrence of such an incident impossible? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The member is 
referred to the answer given to a starred question at this meeting by Babu 
Fanindralal De. 

(c) No further action is contemplated. 

Weights in vogue in several distriots. 

210. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 


minister III charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hoii’ble Sir Suremlra Nath Banorjaa); The com^ 
pilaiion of a atatement of the kind asked for would involve an undue 
amount of labour. 

The following extract from the report of a special committee which 
was appointed in 1918 by the Government of India to inquire into the 
question of the feasibility of securing the use of uniform weights and 
measures in India furnishes information for many of the districts of 
Bengal:— 

** Meatures of K^eipht.-^The ordinary table of weights in Bengal is 
4 kachhas^^l chatak; 4 chataks=l pao; 4 pao8=:l seer; 5 seers =1 pan- 
seri; 8 pan8eri8=l maund and the most common seer in use in conneo 
tion with ordinary commodities is the seer of 80 tolas. The kachha 
seer of 60 tolas is commonly used for ordinary commodities in retail 
trade in Bakarganj, Birbhum, Bogra, Faridpur, Jalpaiguri, Midna- 
pore, Ehulna, Murshidabad, Mymcnsingh, Pabna, Rajshahi, and 
24-Parganas and in portions of Bankura, Jessore and Bangpur, in the 
principal marts in Burdwan, in outlying villages in Dacca. The same 
seer of 60 tolas is also used for agricultural produce in Burdwan, in 
lutail trade in dry fish and milk in Chit^tagong, for medicines in Dacca, 
for various commodities in different parts of Dinajpur, and for molasses 
and tobacco in Nadia. Yarious other seers are also used in retail 
trade; 62. 66, 68, 68S, 62, 64, 70, 72. 75, 78, 81, 82f, 85fi, 90, 96. In 
wholesale purchase, special weights are frequently used, for instance, 
a seer of 82f tolas for cotton in Chittagong, for rice, sugar, etc. in 
Dacca, for paddy, rice and mustard in Dinajpur, for country produce 
in Midnapore, for paddy, rice, betel-nut, etc. in Mymensingh, and for 
nee in Bakarganj, Tippera and 24-Parganas; the seer of 120 tolas for 
sugar in Bakarganj; the seer of 84f tolas for jute in Dacca, Pabna and 
24-Pargana8 and for paddy, jute, rice, mustard, and other grains in 
Mymensingh. Other seers are used in wholesale trade, such as of 81, 
82, 76|, 83, 84, 85, 86, 96, 100, 90, 84?^, 88, 75, 68, various seers are 
used in the same district for different purposes, e.p., in Chittagong, 
there are seers of 16, 52, 60, 64, 70, 75, 80, 82, 825, 84, 85, 86, 90, 

96 and 100 tolas, while in Chittagong Hill Tracts, trade in cotton is 
carried on in different parts by seers of 84, 85, and 120 tolas. In some 
cases, the number of seers to the maund in wholesale trade varies. For 
instance, in Chittagong, it is reported that 30 seers make a maund for 
purchase of jute from Manikganj. In Jalpaiguri, there are maunds of 
30, 42, and 43' seers of 80 tolas each. There are, therefore, several 
seers in use in Bengal, many being used at the same place for the same 
or different commodities. In Birbbum district a weight called a pai which 
is equal to 75, 80 or 110 tolas is used in certain parts of the 


the seer being 60 or 62 tolas, and in other parts of the same district, 
jute and tobacco are sold by 10 seers pati; 6 patis^l maund; and 
2 inaund8s:l tangi, the seer being 90 or 93 tolas. In the same district 
cotton is sold by a khan of 189 tolas, and also by seers 
of 168 and 189 tolas, 18 seers being equal to 1 bhar. In 24-ParganaB 
the ^ctory maund is § cwt. 

Avoirdupois weights .—^The English avoirdupois weights are used 
in Bakarganj for articles nmnnfactured in England, for coal in Burd- 
wan, for iron, coal, etc., in Chittagong, for various articles of European 
and American manufacture in Darjeeling, for hides in Midnapore, for 
corrugated iron, etc. in Koakhali and for English and Continental 
metals and goods and the export of rice to American ports in 24-Pargana8 
and also for tea in some districts; but there are several districts from 
which the use of the avoirduix)iB weights is not reported. Troy weights 
are said to be used in Darjeeling and 24>Farganas, and apothecaries’ 
weights in retail trade in European drugs in several districts. 

Jewellers' and kavirajes* weights .—^The usual table for jewellery, 
etc., is 4 dhan8=l ratti; 6 rattis=l anna; 8 rattis=l masha; 12 mashas 
or 16 annas = 1 tola, the tola being 180 grains. Eor medicines, the 
usual table is 4 dhans=l ratti; 10 rattis^l masha; 8 mashas=1 tola; but 
in Howrah, the equation 10 rattis^ 1 masha is said to be obsolete now and 
to have been replaced by the equation 12 rattis~l masha, 8 mashas 
being one tola. In 24-Parganas, the seer for Indian medicines is 
generally 64 tolas and the table for Indian medicines is 4 dhans=l ratti; 
10 rattis=:l masha; 12 mashas=I tola. In some districts, the anna and 
the bhari are also used for medicines. In Mymensingh, this table is 
used for medicines but the tola is 192 grains. In Jessore, the tola is in 
some places 80 grains and in others 160 grains, in others again 180 
grains. In M 3 rmensingh, the following tables are used for English 
medicines:-^ rattis^l masha; 8 mashas ==1 tola and also 10 rattis = 
1 masha; 8 mashas=1 tola, the tola being 160 grains. In Murshidabad, 
the masha for Indian medicines=2 annas or 12 rattis, and 8 mashas ^ 
1 tola. A long table used in native medicines is reported from Bakar¬ 
ganj district except as already noted. The weights used for jewellery 
and native medicines are all based on the tola of 180 grains but the 
values of the ratti and masha vary.” 


Ferry service in sidburban areas of Calouttt. 

211. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that one 
result of the starting by the Port Commissioners of a service has been 



(6) Wlien tKe ferry service was inavgrurated, was it intended to be 
a profitable and productive concern P 

(c) If 80 | why has it been working at a loss since its inauguration P 

(d) Is it a fact that one of the principal objects in providing this 
service was to relieve the congestion in Calcutta P 

(e) Does the Calcutta Municipality contribute anything towards the 
working expenses of the service? If not, why not? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that in the new rates of 
increased fares which have been fixed between various intermediate 
stations it is found that sometimes a passenger has to pay more for 
travelling a shorter distance? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the^Member aware that while the second class 
fare from Barabazar to Shibtola has been increased by 33 per cent, that 
from Barabazar to Baranagar (Sutighat), which is a little over half the 
distance from between Barabazar and Shibtola, has been increased by 
60 per cent. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the original proposal was to increase fares by 
effecting an alhround enhancement between 20 and 33 per cent. P 

(t) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Port Commissioner^ to these anomalies, and of request* 
ing them to revise the fares accordingly? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon^ble 
Mr. Kerr): (a) There has been a decrease in the number of licensed 
small passenger craft fiom 884 in 1907-08, when the Commissioners* 
Ferry Service commenced running, to 759 in 1920-21. It is not the 
case that such boats have discontinued plying for hire. 

(5) This question was not definitely discussed at the time, but it 
appears to have been the intention that the ferry service should be self- 
supporting. 

(c) The-fares have been kept at too low a level. Latterly, the deficit 
has been increased owing to a marked rise in the cost of coal and 
other materials and in the pay drawn by the staff. 

(d) No information is available on this point. 

(e) No; it has never been asked to do so, and no reason bas been 
suggested why it should do so. 

(/) Two such cases at present exist and these are under the con¬ 
sideration of the Port Commissioners. 

(p) The second class fare between Barabazar and Shibtola bas been 
raised from one and a half annas to two annas and that between Bara* 
bazar and Barangar (Kutighat) from one anna and ihiee pies to two 



(h) These percentages were suggested by the Yice-Cbairman, but 
a Committee of the Pori Commissioners which examined the question 
recommended higher rates with a view to make the service self* 
supporting. 

(t) The Chairman was asked for a report on the points raised in 
these questions. Government do not propose to take any further 
action. 


Labour Unionat 

212. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARdI: (a) Is the 

Hon*ble the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware 
that there is a number of labour unions which have been established in 
Calcutta P 

(&) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a list of these unions? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a committee, on which these labour unions will be fairly represented, 
to decide disputes between the labouring classes and the capitalists? 

MEMBER in Ohffge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’blo Mr. Kerr): (a) Yes. 

(6) A list of the unions and associations in Calcutta and its neigh¬ 
bourhood which have come to the notice of the Department of Industries 
during the last year has been placed on the library table. Many of 
them have had only an ephemeral existence and are reported to be no 
longer active bodies. 

(c) The member is referred to the report of the Committee on 
Industrial Unrest which was signed by him. The action taken by 
Government to give effect to the Committee’s recommendations is 
explained in a resolution which was published in the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 31st August. 


Government appointments of Rs. 1,000 and above. 

213, Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be {deased to lay 
on the table a tabular statement, showing the number of Government 
appointments, carrying a salary of Bs. 1,000 and above per month, held 
by members of different communities? 

(h) How many of these appointments are held by members of the 
Imperial Services? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member also be pleased to lay on the table 
a siatement showing, service by service, the amount of rekospective 


The Hoil’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement is laid on 
tlie table. 

(6) Three hundred and seventy-two. 

(e) A statement is laid on the table. The figures represent payments 
made owing to retrospective effect being given to the reorganization of 
a service. The period of retrospective effect differs in the different 
services in some cases covering only a short period, in others a longer 
period. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) nf unetarred 

question No, 218, 


ToUl number of 
oppoUitaieats oorrying 
onoloryof 

Ri. 1.000 ood over 
on 1*( Jane. 1991. 1 

TOTAli aUKBRR Of APPOiaTMtNTS HBI.r BP— 

BnropenDA 

1 

i 

Anglo-IndUna. 

lad inns. 

1 

Hindus. Uubanunndoas. 

Otbors. 

474 

3.57 

4 

73 

1 

12 

18 


< 464 

10 vacancies. 


Statement referred to in the fpply to danse (c) of unstarred question 
No, 213t showing^ service bt, servicst amount of retrospective pay paid 
to the officers in Bengal during the last two years. 


SniDo of SerTloe. 


Imperial Survio*. 

Ka. k. 

Froriiicial Serrioa 

BS. A. P. 

Agricoltaral Service 

• •• 

10,000 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

Co>operative Service 


663 

6 

7,182 

16 

3 

Veterinary Service- 


3,240 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

Botanic Garden 

•«a 

4,000 

0 

••• 

• as 


Indian Civil Service 

• •a 

57,000 

0 

aaa 

aaa 


Bengal Civil Service (Bzeentive) 

«•« 



1,88,000 

0 

0 

Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) 

• •a 



4,00,000 

0 

0 

Ecclesiastical Service 

• as 

53,450 

0 

aaa 

• aa 


Police Service 

tea 

8,000 

0 

• as 

aaa 


Forest Service 

•as 

7,600 

0 

GOO 

0 

0 

Educational Service 

as# 

23,000 

0 

1,10,000 

0 

0 

Medical Service 

aaa 

1,05,000 

0 

80,000 

0 

0 

Engineering Service 

Factory and Boiler Inspection 

38,000 

0 

61,600 

0 

0 

Department 

• as 



4,600 

0 

0 



















Indians and the Imperial polios ssrvios. 

214. Mauivi A, H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
are the recommendations made by the Boyal Services Commission, and 
by the Reforms Committee, regarding the appointments of Indians in 
the Imperial Police Service, and what orders have been issued by the 
Secretary of State on their recommendations, and how far they have 
been given effect to ? 

(h) If full effect has not been given, how do the Government pro* 
pose to give effect to the same, and when ? 

(c) Will the Hon^hJe the Member be pleased to state the percentage 
of Indian officers in the Imperial Service, stating how many of these 
officers were taken from the post of deputy superintendents and those 
promoted to the rank of de])uty superintendents, as also their nation¬ 
ality and religion? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
orders have been passed, or are in contemplation, regarding the appoint¬ 
ment of Indians to the administrative ranks such as that of Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Public Services Commission recommended 
that Indian officers should be promoted to the higher rank and at a 
comparatively younger age, with a view to give them facilities to rise 
to the administrative ranks suggesting approximately the same age as 
that of an assistant superintendent of police? 

(/) How far are these recommendations being observed in making 
these promotions ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (&) The member is 
referred to annexure XYI to the report of the Public Services Commis¬ 
sion and Chapter XI of the Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms. 
The orders passed by the Secretary of State cannot be published. Effect 
has already been given to these orders so far as promotion of Indian 
officers to the Imperial Service is concerned. Arrangements for the 
direct recruitment of Indians to the service are also under considera¬ 
tion. 

(c) The percentage of Indian officers to the superintendents in the 
Imperial Service is 10. Of the 6 Indian officers in the service five were 
taken from the class of deputy superintendents—3 of whom were recruited 
direct and 2 promoted to that rank. The sixth officer was an assistant 
commissioner of the Calcutta Police. All the Indian officers are 
natives of Bengal except one who is a Punjabi. Four are Hindus, one 
is a Christian, and another a Muhammadan. 


(e) The member is referred to the report of the Commission. 

(/) Individual selections are made on the merits in each instance, 
all relevant factors being borne in mind. 

Ofnoiatiiig Deputy Superintendents of Police. 

215. Mauivi A, K. FAZUUL HAQ: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
how many officers are at present officiating as deputy BUi)erintendents of 
police and how long has each officer been acting in that rank? 

(6) How many of them held charge of districts and how many of 
subdivisional police ? 

(c) How many are still in*charge of districts or subdivisions? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
such officiating appointments, year by year, since the creation of the 
appointment of deputy superintendents ? 

(e) On what principle have appointments in the rank of officiating 
deputy superintendents been made since the constitution of the present 
Presidency in 1912? 

(/) Has there been a special sele 9 tion and preparation of a list of 
officers for promotion to the rank of officiating deputy superintendents? 

(g) If 80 , when was the list prepared ? 

(h) Are officers selected from this list for permanent promotion, or 
is a different system followed ? 

(i) Is there any such waiting list of acting officers in any other 
department of Government ? 

( 7 ) What steps are the Government taking to allay the discontent 
and give relief to this class of officers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

{b) Nine officers have held charge of districts (in short temporary 
vacancies), and twenty*one of subdivisions. 

(c) No such officer is now in charge of a district. Nine are in charge 
of subdivisions. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) and (h) The system in force in 1912 was one of nomination by 
the Inspector-General in consultation with Deputy Inspectors-General 
from a list of inspectors recommended by the Deputy Inspectors-General. 
Definite rules on the subject were issued in 1917, and will be found in 
Police Regulations, Bengal, Part I, Appendix VI (o). 

(/) and {g) Other than the approved list ” mentioned in the 


(;) The substantive pay of inspectors has been recently increased. 
The initial pay, under the new time-scale, of deputy superintendents 
of police, promoted from inspectors on which the acting allowance of 
insiiectors should be calculated, is under the consideration of Govern¬ 
ment. It may be emphasised that the majority of inspectors who have 
been acting as deputy superintendents of police have done so only in 
purely temporary vacancies, arising from the abnormal conditions of 
the war, and have no legitimate grievance if they fail to secure perma¬ 
nent promotion. 

Statement referred to in the reply to claufte (a) of unetarred qtAeetion 
No. 215^ showing tfie names of officiaitng d'^pxUy superintendents 
and the dates from which they are acting such^ etc. 

Kamo. Date of appolstment ae effleiatiiig 

deputy eaparlsteiMleot. 

1. Bdward Brown (B 29-2*1876) ... ... 26tb AngiiMt, 1917. 

2. NagO'h Chandra \1ukha ji (B. 6 1-187 ) . .TOtli April, 19 9. 

3. \ugendra Cliandra .asnlB. 1-7- 869} ... 16rh J'<l\. I.M6. 

4. Beiiode Bih.tri (}iipta(!i. I 7-1867)^ ... 2tid Ja.iiiary, 9 « 

5. Naraiidra Riiinar VlalHk (B. 1-7-1 ^78> (Law with 

bookfl K.) ... ... ... 9th May. 1919 

Boi Sahib Bhabesli Charan Ubh (B. 1 8-I872)t — 9rh January, 191.5 

6. Chandra Kanta De (B 1-7-1872) .. 26tb July, 1916. 

7. Umeah Chandra Chanda (B. l-7-l'^72) ... 26th October, 1916. 

8. ebandi Charan Mukhaiji ()J, 1-7-1H76) ... 18tli August, LJ16, 

9. Sital Chandra Sen (B. 16-6- i 870) ... 16th June, 1915. 

10. Aawini Kumar Guiia (it. 30-1-1877) ... 23rd July, 1915. 

11. AmbikaCliaranChakraltattUB. 18-10-1872) ... 4th May, 1915. 

12. Hari Kumar Oupta, b.l. (B. 13-12-1883) ... 26tb July, 1915. 

13. Harendra KiaUore Ghoeh (U 1-7-1672) ... Ut July, 1917. 

14. Alluirt Henry Ray (B. 29-6-1874) . 

16. Pramodo Nath Mnkharji (B. 1-7-1881) ... 26th April, 19l9. 

16. Niahi Kanta Banarji (B. 1-7-1871) ... I3th July, I9l8. 

17. Maniudra Nath Banarji, B.A. (B. 1-7-1882) ... 6th April, 1918. 

18. Sarat Chandra Ohoah II (B. 1-7-1878) ... 4th August, >917. 

19. Aawini Kumar Banarji (B. 1-7.187S) ... 6th September, 1917. 

20. Ashutoah Banarji (B. 1-7-1870) ... 26tb July, 1915. 

Khan Sahib Muhammad Yuauf (B. 1-7-1873) ... ...... 

21. Priya Nath Do, H.A., b.l. (B. 1-7-1880) ... 26th December, 1917, 

22. Joanananda Chakrabatti (U. 1-7-1873) ... Ut July, 1916. 

23. Sarat Chandra Acharji (B. 1-7-1874) ... lat September, 1917. 

24. Nagendra Nath Seu Gupta, b.a. (R. 1-7-1882) ... 5tli July, 1919. 

25. Yakub AU Khau (B. 1-7-1889) (B. in H.) ... 17th December, 1917, 

26. Rai Saliib Braja Bihari Barman (B. 1-7-1873) ... igtli September, 1917. 







Oftto of oppoloCBwnt M (Astfttlng 
do^tjr nptriatMdeot, 


27. Mtomatha Nath Mnkhtfji, 1>7.1880) 

28. Rameah Cbaudra GnhaCB. 1-7-1877) 

29. Bepia Bihari Hukharji (B. 1-7-1871) ... 

30. BaagiD Lai Ghoah (B. 1-7-1881) 

Surendra Balh Baoarji (B. 1-7-1872)” 

31. Jadab Chandra Cbakrabatti (B. 1-7-1877) 

32. Anath Bandhu Cbakrabatti (B. 1-7-1879) 

33. Rai Sahib BlmpeDdra Nath Chatarji (B. 1-7-1878) 

34. Sarat Chandra Qbosh 1 (B. 1-7-1871) 

33. Henry Gould (B. 1-7-1871) 

36. Bdward Samuel Jonea (B. 1-7-1880) ... 

37. Kaai Emamuddin (B. 1-7-1873) ... 


11 ill February, 1917. 
l8th June, 1919. 

29th May, 19l9. 

22nd Auguat, 1919. 
6th September, t9l6. 
lUh January, I9l7. 
10th September, 1917. 
17th January, 1917. 
8th July, 1919. 

19th April, 1920. 

17th May, 1920. 

25tb May, 1921. 


*Oo dopDtafeiim to Uw VanlfeiMii Board from lit Morambor, laift. 

StaUment referred to in iAa reply to clause (<i) of unstarred 

g/testion ^o. 3S15 


T«or. 

1906-1907 

• a« 

eea 

a aa 

aaa 

Number. 

Nil 

1908 

a me 

• me 

aaa 

aaa 

9 

1909 

• ee 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

19 

1910 

• a* 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

21 

1911 

a aa 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

28 

1912 

• aa 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

24 

1913 

• • • 

aaa 

• aa 

aaa 

13 

1914 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

13 

1915 

erne 

aaa 

ae« 

aa • 

25 

1916 

• •• 

aaa 


a aa 

33 

1917 

aa* 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

36 

1918 

aaa 

• me 

aaa 

aaa 

45 

1919 

aae 

aa# 

aaa 

aaa 

48 

1920 

aaa 

aaa 

aa# 

aaa 

44 

1921 

aae 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

37 


Resotutions 

(untfir the rules for the dneussion of nwtters of general public 

interest) 


Woman Suffrage 








a Huhammadan first; secondly, as a representatiTe of the Ben^l Mu¬ 
hammadans, and thirdly, as a representatWe of Bengal. One of the mem¬ 
bers of this Council has told the Council that as a Muhammadan he is 
bound to support it. As against that, I assert that as a Muhammadan I 
am bound to oppose it. (Hear, hear.) I ask each and every Muham¬ 
madan member of this Council to place his hand upon his breast, and tell 
the members of this Council, whether he wants that his zenana should be 
dragged out of the purdah, and that this purdah system should be aboli¬ 
shed gradually. That is the whole question; each Muhammadan will 
have to decide for himself, whether he is prepared to do it. My friend 
Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed has tried to win the votes of some members 
of the Council in the name of religion. What are the tenets of Islam 
on this point? I think, as a Muhammadan member, I ought to tell the 
Council something about it. I quote certain passages from the Koran 
to inform you in what particular light women are considered by Islam and 
what is their status. It is not true that women are regarded as slaves 
by the Mussalman; that is not their position though some of the critics 
of Islam have said so in many books. Neither is it true that Islam wants 
that Muhammadan women should go hand in hand with the males and 
frequent bazars and market places, councils and courts, to take up 
functions which God has allotted to men. Now, the first passage which 
I shall place before you may l)e translated thus: “ Your wives are tilt 
for you, so go in to your tilt when you like. Her object is to bring up 
children.** The next passage is, ** the men are a degree above them.** 
I think the Muhammadan law of Inheritance also recognises that. The 
argument has been advanced that because under the Muhammadan law, 
half share of projperties goes to the daughter, therefore the daughter must 
have franchise, so let them have half the vote. This jfassage is very 
significant; this passage says the men are a degree above them, and 
why? The reason is obvious; human minds generally consist of three 
faculties, reasoning, emotion and will; will is the predominant character¬ 
istic of males, while emotion is the dormant feature of females; it is 
reason that has elevated males to the position which they occupy in 
society; it is emotion, it is feeling, it is sentiment, it is constant devo¬ 
tion to their duty to make their Itomes happy that has given femeJes their 
proper place in this world. I do not consider that I say all this in a 
hostile attitude towards our females. Their cry, or at least the cries of 
some of the educated women of Bengal is, “ We must have equal rights 
with you.** “ Very good, in whnt way?’* Perhaps the next day or in 
the next generation, they will want to be magistrates, banisters, vakils, 
sub-judges and hold all the important positions under the Government. 
Now the whole question that 1 ask each and every member, especially 
every Indian member of this Council, is to say whether, in their heart of 
hearts, they want to have lady magistrates, lady barristers, lady vakils, 



It is also stated that men are the guardians of women; the reason is 
that God has made some to excel others; man excels woman in constitu¬ 
tion and physique, while woman excels man in beauty and delicacy of 
structure, and I should also add that woman excels man in sentiment, 
emotion and feelings; their proper place is in the home. You wiU find 
another injunction in the Koran regarding this; if any member wants 
to refer to the original text- 

The PRESIDENT: (the Hon’ble Naweb Sir Syed Shame-ul-Hude): 1 

do not think you should take up the time of the Council by reading 
extracts from the Koran. 

Mr. SYED NASIM ALIS This is what the Koran says. [Here the 
member quoted a passage from the Koran.] Mr. Euahbrook Williams 
in his India of 1919, at page 127, says this: 

Nor is it possible to deny that the old conservative objection has a grain of 
wisdom in it. There is a real fear lest girU, when they are educated, may become 
unfitted for boifie life when they become adverse from paths which constitute the 
glory and the pride of the orthodox Indian woman. 

Real female education and social reform can be obtained by advancing 
schemes of female education which will fit its girls for the vocation of 
wife and mother, and not as magistrates, munsifs, etc., and not certainly 
as M.L.C.’s and M.L.A.’s; that is his idea of female education. Deal¬ 
ing with the question of purdah ^ Mr. Bushbrook Williams has also said 
in his India of 1919. 

It cannot be denied that the purdah is still very firmly rooted, especially amongst 
the Muhammadan community. 

This is the observation of a person of European ideal—that the purdah 
is still very firmly rooted specially among the Muhammadans—many still 
practise it. That is what it appears to an on-looker and an outsider— 
are we, the Muhammadans, in a position to say that that is really not 
our feeling? The custom of early marriage is very firmly root^ in 
the Hindu community. This is what Mr. Bushbrook Williams says: 

. . . despite the protest of social reformers, it will be long before a lubstan* 
tial advance is possible. 

That is the statement of a gentleman who is not an Indian. I ask 
each and every Indian to tell this Council frankly whether this is not a 
correct appreciation of the feeling of the Bengalis. [A voice: “ Cer¬ 
tainly not."] One thing I wish to point out in connection with my 
statement, that I also oppose it on the ^ound that I am also an inhabi¬ 
tant of Bengal. In 1919, in British India, there was a population of 240 
millions; there are under 8 million people in all our educational institu- 


the object of le^elation is to deal with biiman needs as it is. The 
object of legislation is not to deal with ideal and utopian needs; you 
cannot change human nature in a day by legislation; do all that you can, 
legislation is bound to be futile; the whole question is whether the time 
is ripe for that, and whether the feelings, the needs, the interests of the 
country and the attainment of stoaraj or self-government require it. 
What is the object of these ladies in their attempt to get franchise P To 
me it seems that they want to share in the administration of the country; 
for what purpose? Perhaps to ameliorate the condition of the people. 
Is there any Indian mother, any Indian sister, any Indian wife who is in 
a position to state that her father, her brother, her husband does not look 
after her interests; does not know what is her best interest, and is not in 
a position to represent in the Council what is conducive to her welfare? 
Certainly, we may not be able to listen to their sweet voices in the Coun¬ 
cil, hut at the same time I think the husbands, fathers and brothers are 
qnite competent to deal with their interests. Then as regards the wel- 
&re of her children. Certainly, my wife is as much interested in the 
welfare of her children as I am, they are as much my children as hers; 
there cannot be any adverse conflict of interests. Therefore, what 
special interest do we want to provide for? The women say: “We want 
to be given complete freedom and liberty for women to sit in the Council; 
we must share in the administretion of the country and the privileges 
which you men enjoy.“ That is the attitude. If that is so, the whole 
question is whether we should accept that proposal. I could have under¬ 
stood that i) 08 ition, if any member of the Council conld have jointed out 
that, but for their representation in the Council, our femajps have 
suffered in any way. Before the inauguration of the Beforms scheme, 
the whole thio^ was in the hands of the Government. Just now we 
have been given opportunities in some matters to improve conditions.' 
One year has not elapsed; our mothers and sisters and wives have not 
had time to judge whether we are not able to do our best for them or 
not . . . ■ 

The member having reached the time-lmit, had to resume his seat, 
as there were many other speakers. ^ 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: In order to dispel any doubt as to my 
attitude on ibis particular question, I wish to deelare at once that I rise 
to support the resolution of my friend, Mr. S. M. Bose. On. a question 
of such vital importance and involving far-reaching issues, I do not 
think I would be fulfill^g my duty if I were to record a mere silent 
vote, and I therefore wish to say a few words in order to explain clearly 
my position, and, as I understand it, the position of the members of my 
community towards a question like this. As far as I have been able 
to make out the opponents to this resolution may he classified under thrM 

1.....^.. fm._c_ a _n t_ ii ax . _ • ■». « 




future, and wlio are so very selfish that they do not for a moment think 
that women, even their mothers and sisters, should participate in their 
joys and happiness. Bo far ae this particular class is concerned, I do 
not think any useful purpose will be served by arming with them. I 
shall leave them alone with their prejudices and to such comforts and 
happiness that they can have, surrounded by the superstition and ignor* 
auce of the female members of their household. There is the second 
class, who accept this principle but who thinl^it will be difficult to draw 
up regulations which wiB keep out undesirable members of the female 
sex, not only from going to the polling station, but later on from sitting 
as members of this Council. I think my esteemed friend, Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Hay, belongs to this class. He accepts the principle, but 
he has got certain fears in his mind as to whether & franchise like this 
can be worked out favourably in practice. To him 1 would say that once 
the principle is accepted, the question of making regulations may be con¬ 
sidered later on. We may have committees if we like for that, we may 
have meetings, we may have suggestions, we may have considerations 
from all quarters and all points of view, and it will then be the time to 
consider how we can make regulations which will allow not merely suit¬ 
able voters to come to the polling booths, but also to make provision, 
when the time comes, for female membejrs to sit in our Council. I know 
that there is a strong feeling that a certain class of females might have 
these privileges very much to the exclusion of desirable members. I am 
not one of those who would for a moment suggest that the door should 
be let so wide open as to allow anyone and everyone to enter. I think ' 
if strict regulations were framed, many male members should be, in 
strict Justice, ruled out of the polling booths. In the laws of morality 
I would not.have one standard for males and another for females; I do 
not wish to justify any principle of commandment of males over females. 
When questions like these are under consideration, it is not correct to 
warp our judgment. 

There is a third class, and that consists of those who accept the prin¬ 
ciple and do not seem to have very many apprehensions as regards rules 
and regulations but think that very many of them might be affected if 
women get the vote. As my friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed thinks 
he i^ bound to supiwrt this resolution. There is, however, my friend 
Mr. Syed Nasim Ali who thinks that as a Muhammadan be is ^und to 
oppose it. I wish to say, with reference to this question, that whatever the 
decision of this Council may be, it is extremely unfortunate that the sac¬ 
ked name of Islam should have been .d^'agged into this controversy. It has 
been said that the views of a particular memW represent the views of 
the Moslem community. As far as I am concerned, I wish to declare that 
on a question like this, the laws of Islam seem to me to be so liberal to 
the members of the female sex, that I think I can fairly claim that under 


women is not only uot tme, but is one of the greatest possible insults to 
blam. That has been the cry of the enemies of Isle^ ever sinoe the 
beginning of the preachings of the Prophet and I submit to the Council, 
that a graver charge has not been levelled against Islam than has been by 
my friend Kr. Nasim Ali. I ask him to consider what happened after the 
death of our holy Prophet, when there was a dispute about the Khilafat. 
There was danger of a civil war, and it was Hazrat Ayesha, the wife of 
the Prophet who intervened and who declared in favour of Abu Bakar as 
the first Caliph, and that put an end to the dispute, and everyone came 
forward and voted in his favour. I would like to ask my friend if be 
considers that the wife of the Prophet went against the preachings of 
Islam? In the light of this, do you consider that this proposal is not 
correct? When Islamic ladies of the highest position have taken part 
in the affairs of the country, I say that, when we clamour for represent¬ 
ative institutions, it is nothing new either to the Hindus or Kuham- 
madans. In European countries we have the beginnings of represent* 
ative Government, and in Islam not only have men voted freely, but I 
claim that it is a matter of history that even the most respectable ladies 
have voted publicly and taken part in the elections, without going out 
beyond the purdah; they have got out veiled. This is the only restric¬ 
tion observed in Muhammadan countries. You see women going out 
veiled, attending to their domestic duties, making their purchases and 
moving about freely. They go out into markets to make purchases; they 
go out to make formal and ceremonial calls on friends and relatives. 
That they do: but is it because that there is strict purdah in India, 
therefore, the tenets of Islam are against the granting of franchise to 
women? I cdaim that this is absolutely blasphemous. 

It has been said tbat if the franchise be given to ladies, Moslem 
interests wiH, in a mysterious way, be affected—I cannot understand 
how? In the first place, we are not agitating for making females eli¬ 
gible for seats in Council. We are only trying to remove the sex-dis¬ 
qualifications. The number of seats is settled; the proportion of Muham¬ 
madan seats is fixed by statute. If, at any time, Hindu seats are 
increased, Moslems will have 40 per cent, of the non-Muhammadan 
Indian seats—^then where is the danger? What will happen is this: 
at the present moment, let us suppose an electorate of about a million 
voters elect 60 or 65 members; and if women are given the franchise, 
perhaps an electorate of a million and half or two millions will elect 60 
or 66 members. How can we object to it? So far as our women are 
concerned, in supporting this resolution, we do not gay that a police¬ 
man should go and drag our women from out the purdah; we only ask 
that their names will be on the electoral rolls, and it will be at their 
option to exercise the franchise. If, at these elections, some voters do 
not like to exercise this privilege, no policeman will drag them and take 


force them to do bo. But, by all meana, let them have the right; let their 
names be on the voters* list and when time advances, customs change 
and they can convenientiy go to the polling booths, they will do so; but so 
long as they cannot go to the polling booths, I think we can frame rules 
and regulations for the issue of commissions and for employing lady 
recorders of votes or lady returning officers; these are however all 
matters of detail. 

Then, my friend, Maulvi Nasim Ali, has said —** Why do ladies want 
the voteP** I say—** Ladies want the vote to root out prejudices from 
our minds. Xisdies want the vote to rule out prejudiced members like 
my friend. (Hear, hear.) Ladies want the vote, because the time has 
come when you must recognise that they have got their rights and 
privileges just as men have got. Ladies want the vote, because while 
you are clamouring for liberty and emancipation, it is the wish of the 
God Almighty that those whom you have kept in servility and bondage 
do like to break away from their fetters. Ladies want the vote, because 
if liberty is dear to you, it is also dear to them. Ladies want the vote, 
because if you are God’s creatures and claim liberty, ladies are also 
God’s creatures none the less and they have an equal right to claim 
liberty and emancipation.” 

I 

It has been said tbat tbat the time has not come for this privilege 
being granted to ladies. Well, tbat was the cry we heard in 1915: that 
was what we heard in Lucknow in 1918, when the Congress and the 
Moslem League made their solemn compact. My friend will imrdbn 
me—he was not there. I am the only survivor of that band in this 
Council, the others not having elected to come here; and I am the only 
Muhammadan member here. Our Hon’hle Minister, the Nawab Sahib, 
will bear me out that when we entered into that compact, to sink all 
differences between Hindus and Moslems, there were many who then 
prophesied tbat ibis Moslem League and Congress compact spelt nothing 
but disaster to the Mxihammadans. But where would we have been hut 
for that compact P We made that compact at Lucknow, disregarding 
prejudices and placing our faith in God, placing our faith in the immu* 
table laws of nature. (Hear, hear.) We made that compact and it is as 
. a result of that compact that we have got these reforms and we have this 
extended privilege and all that we now see before ns in Chamber, 
r know tbat the time allowed to me is very short; so it is not possible for 
me to meet all the arguments advanced by my friend, Manlvi Nasim Ali; 
but to him I would make an earnest appeal—it will not do to look at 
things from a narrow point of view. We are here to affirm a great prin¬ 
ciple, and when we are discussing principles, we cannot do so in a cx)ol 
and calculating spirit. We must be just and generous; and I take it 
that it is on our sense pf justice that women rely in asking for this pri¬ 
vilege. Justice—^justice unalloyed by selfishness, justice which is 
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rely—^let me say—with unflinching faith; and let us hope that this con- 
fldence that is reposed in us has not been misplaced and that our sym¬ 
pathy will go forth to those who are most entitled to our help, support and 
sympathy. 

The member having reached the time-limit, had to conclude his 
remarks. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Sir, 1 cannot help thinking that this great 
question, this important subject of women franchise, has been discussed 
in this House, at any rate by its opponents, in a somewhat petty- 
fogging spirit. Instead of basing their opposition upon the orthodox 
but perfectly intelligible ground that the true functions of woman¬ 
hood would be jeopardised by the intrusion of women into the fleld of 
politics, they have introduced into the discussion petty squabbles about 
difficulties in giving effect to the rescdution of my friend Hr. S. M. 
Bose. Difficulties there are, I admit, with regard to this matter. But 
will anybody tell me what great idea there is which is altogetoer free 
from difficulties P It is one thing, however, to face difficulties for the 
purpose of overcoming them, and it is quite another thing to set them 
up as an excuse for the purpose of refusing to solve a question. I am, 
therefore, not impressed by the narration of difficulties by members 
who are opposing Mr. Bose’s resolution. 

Let me briefly touch upon some of the arguments that have been 
employed by members who are opposing Mr. Bose. I will take first 
the speech of my friend Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. Amid 
a good deal of irrelevancies the only solid argument I come across in 
his speech is that he is opposed to Mr. Bose’s resolution, because be is 
unwilling to desecrate women by bringing them into the field of politics. 
But no sooner has he uttered this fine argument than he gives it 
the go-by by saying that he is quite prepared, however, to give the 
vote to such women as are graduates or have passed the Matriculation 
or Cambridge Junior examination. In other words, although he is 
unwilling to desecrate women, he is quite prepared to desecrate such 
women as have got some education. This is logic indeed with a 
vengeance. 

My friend, Babu Annada Charan Dutta, has urged us to be cautious 
in this matter, and has supported his argument by saying that it is 
wise to insist upon some educational qualification for the purpose of 
minimising the grave risks of giving the vote to women. I confess, 
I remain unconvinced by his argument. Assuming for the purpose of 
debate that there are serious risks in giving the vote to women, I 
cannot understand how they will be minimised by our insistence upon 
some educational qualification. What do we see in the case of menF 
Do we find men who are graduates better citisens than those who are 


examination pre8cri1>ed by a University does not necessarily bring in 
its train knowledge of affairs which is after all the best qualification 
for participation in politics. (Hear, hear.) That being so, I cannot 
understand why my friend asks us that we should insist upon some 
educational qualification. 

Let me now turn to the speech of my friend Kumar Shib Shekhares* 
war Ray. It is always comforting, if I may say so, to hear him. The 
assurance with which he invariably speaks and the emphasis witii 
which he drives home his arguments are such that we cannot but 
admire. Hy friend will forgive me, 1 hope, if I venture to point out, 
that assurance and emphasis are not the only essentials of a speech. 
Something else, something more is required and that important some¬ 
thing, namely, logic and forcej>f argument, I confess, I altogether miss 
in the speech with which he has supported his amendment. Hearing 
his arguments 1 failed to appreciate his conclusion, namely, refei*ence 

the question of women franchise to a committee. Why does he 
want the farce of a committee? What is the committee going to do? 
Is it to tell us whether or not we should give the vote to women ? Are 
'we so helpless with regard to this matter that we must have a com¬ 
mittee to tell us what we should do? The truth is, my friend does 
not want to give the vote to women and he has adopted one of the 
familiar methods of shirking an issue for a committee. Sir, these 
arguments, these trivialities, these attempts to avoid facing the issue 
are out of joint with the spirit of the times. And that spirit, the 
spirit of freedom, is blasphemed and violated by those who say to their 
fellow creatures, either men or women:** There thou shalt abide. Come 
not nearer me.^* T^t me here read out to you the eloquent words of 
one of Indians greatest sons si>oken in London the other day on the 
occasion of his receiving the freedom of that great city. These words, 
mutatis muUindUf apply equally well to the demand of the women for 
the vote. What did he say?—** He noticed that some took up the 
attitude that as their ancestors had struggled and sacrificed to obtain 
freedom, it was theirs exclusively and they were not willing to share 
it with those who had not shared trials and misfortunes, but,” declared 
kfr. Sastri, ** all trials and misfortunes would be profitless if they com¬ 
pelled posterity to go through similar ordeals. What one man fought 
for and won he must without reserve or qualification share with-his 
fellowmen. Philosophy had taught mankind that it was best to seek 
one’s own happiness otdy by serving the happiness of others. Simi¬ 
larly, no man can enjoy the fullest measure of the blessings of freedom 
unless he shared it fully with his fellowmen.” Sir, I would respect¬ 
fully ask members to ponder over these thoughtful, pregnant words of 
one of Ihdia’s greatest patriots, Mr. Srinivasa Sastri. Sir, there is 
another argument in favour of giving the vote to women which, to my 


India. TKe foundations are now being laid for a noble edifice of 
goyemment of the peo|de by the people, for the people. And, there- 
fore> I submit that now is the suitable time, this is 4he psychological 
moment, this is the opportune occasion, when we should, in a truly 
democratic spirit, invite the co-operation of women in laying the 
foundations and building the grand edifice. Let us enable them by 
giving the vote to contribute their x^culiar genius, their finer senti¬ 
ments and emotions, their deep fervent spirituality to the task of build¬ 
ing the future great India. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Sir, I stand to oppose 
all the resolutions which are now before the House. Having listened 
to the arguments, I beilieve, this question is not only premature but 
also an uncalled-for one. Women of Bengal do not mean a few 
Westernised women whose number can be counted on one’s finger’s 
ends, but millions whose number cannot be reckoned with. This agita¬ 
tion set on foot is a flimsy project only to help a certain community. 
The passing of the same resolution in Bombay Legislative Council 
perhaps suggested the mover to press for the resolution here also. But 
Calcutta or rather Bengal differs materially in many respects from the 
Bombay Presidency, where woman emancipation exists from time 
immemorial. In Bengal, we have no such thing. I have consulted 
our piirdaruuhin ladies. They do not want female emancipation of the 
West. Without female emancipation, I think, woman franchise will 
bo a farce only. For, the major portion of women of Bengal, except¬ 
ing those of the Brahmu and Christian communities, would not go to 
record their votes. What difficulties would then arise, specially about 
the identification, even if special arrangements are made? Women of 
Hindu and of Muhammadan communities composing 90 per cent, in 
Bengal, would refrain from voting and the 10 per cent, women enjoy¬ 
ing the franchise would be outnumbered by women of ill-fame. Specially, 
the Calcutta candidates will have to go to canvass in the houses of 
fame, what a downfall it wiU be for the future legislators of the country ? 
The passing of the resolution will enable the minority to take advan¬ 
tage over the majority. For justice’s sake, I must say that should 
not be allowed to exist. 'Hio Southborough Committee, having received 
a deputation from distinguished women of Bengal, decided otherwise 
and one of the signatories of the report is our venerable Minister, Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea. Dr. Abdullah Suhrawardy joined the Com¬ 
mittee when it came to Bengal and 1 find his name also amongst the 
signatories. I beg to read a little portion of it:— 

W« reo«iT«d nomercras petitions from women of the educated Tilatiitt orging 
the cause of female snffri^ on the same proper^ qualificatione ae for #ieii, or at 
least the admission of women graduates to the franchise. Uiore *han 
asDeared before us to support this view. Several political asaooiatiDne. asiMiiallv 



rather on general grounds than on considerations of praotienbilHy . . . We 
are satisfied that the social conditions of TwHa. make it premature to extend the 
frandiise to Indian women at tins juncture, when so large a proportion of male 
rieOtors require education in the use of a responsible rote. Further, until the 
custom of seclusion of women, followed by many classes and communities, is relaxed, 
female suffrage would hardly be a reality; it would be ont of harmoiqr with the con- 
sezratire feeling of the country; and it would involve great difficulties in the 
actual recording of votM. WhUst fully appreciating the object of those who advocate 
this measure as an aid to the emancipation of women, we have decided not to 
recommend the extension of the suffrage to them, but are of opinion that at the 
nmtt revision (as contemplated by the Joint Beport) of the constitutions of the 
oonnoils the matter should be reconsidered in the light of the experience gained 
of the working of the electoral system and of sodal conditions as they then exist. 

There is another thing to be noted. A pamphlet has been issued to 
enlist support of the members,, but the curious fact is that the writer 
is a male. The other day, another male writer, in an article in the 
Engluhmant said that ** the case of India will be different, male 
suffragists will fight for the woman suffragettes.” I think this chival¬ 
rous spirit, even admitting self-prompted, wotild do immense injuries 
to the female cause as the writers do not know how to use decent 
language. Again, I may also say this seal might lead to suspicion and 
we might say that only to gain advantage, the minority is making the 
agitation. I have also heard the female members of several orthodox 
communities through their male members to assert that they do not 
want the privilege. The reason is not far to seek, as the women of 
our Hindu community when married are to remain, according to our 
religious injunctions, under the guardianship of their huEibands and 
even when they become widows, their duties then become to nurse the 
sick and feed the poor and to perform their daily pujag. They always 
like to live far away from politics and power. This is my view and 
in asserting this, I am voicing the opinion of my Bajput community 
and I am sure also that of the other Hindu communities and, I further 
believe that many of my Muhammadan friends here cannot far differ 
from my views on behalf of their communities. The measure would 
cause much trouble and inconvenience and that is why I ask the 
Council to deliver its judgment with caution and prudence. It would 
be better and safe to allow the women of Bengal to remain in their 
proper place in the society, which is much higher and unique than 
what the mover is trying to give and to let them do their duties as 
mothers, daughters, sisters and wives instead of degrading them by 
dragging them to such an intricate and unwh<de8ome subject, I mean, 
politics. 

In conclusion, the irresistible argument against the franchise seems 
to be insurmountable. Female franchise presupposes femi^ emanci¬ 
pation ; it is an afterthought and a by-product of female emancipation. 


emancipation, as understood by the people of the west, could not be 
copied here. This affects the whole fabric, touches the core of our 
society and religion. Naturally, we do not like to discuss oTer it here. 
The main argument, therefore, remains unaltered. When female 
emancipation could not be introduced here so easily, female franchise 
must drop out as a matter of course, just as a parasite, without the 
parent tree, cannot come into existence. Thus, I hope, it is obvious 
for my Hindu and Muhammadan friends, that the female franchise, if 
introduced, would do them no good, rather it might stand against them 
at the time of election, the objectionable features of which have been 
clearly explained by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay. The ethics of 
politics is that the minority should be taken ewe of, but therefore, 
it never means that the minority should be allowed to take advantage 
over the majority. Thus, for justice’s sake, I oppose it and in the name 
of prudence I condemn it. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I beg most heartily to sup¬ 
port the lesolution and the movement for securing franchise for women. 
It is a movement for which I have not only a deep approbation but a 
positive enthusiasm though I am a Hindu Bengali to the core of my 
heart. For to ask for woman franchise is to ask for an act of barest 
justice and fair play. For a woman’s franchise—^what does it mean P It 
means nothing but this that a woman is also entitled to give adequate 
and formal expression to her opinion by virtue of the right that Provi¬ 
dence has vested in her as a human being. I therefore firmly believe 
that no man with a strong heart and a sound sense can possibly refuse 
the demand unless he has allowed consciously or unconsciously, his 
judgment to be befogged by that deep-rooted antipathy of the sexes 
which is unquestionably-primitive in its character. 

Sir, about two and a half years ago, this question was first officially 
raised by me and some of my brother commissioners of the Calcutta 
Corporation when we were discussing how the Calcutta Municipal Act 
was to be so amended as to open out the door for a larger amount of 
popular representation. As the result of that debate we recommended 
the extension of the franchise, not only by lowering the basis of quali¬ 
fication but also by throwing it open to our women rate-payers. In that 
debate, there was no doubt, a considerable amount of opposition to the 
innovation, but, T am glad to say, that ultimately the demand for women 
suffrage was carried by an overwhelming majority. The Corporation of 
Calcutta have, Ihexeiore, accepted the principle and have recommended to 
the (lovemment to allow women to be voters on the same qualifica¬ 
tion as men under the new Act that is to come. 

Sir, it is too late in the day to demand for a reason for allowing 
women to vote. A question of this kind can only be based on a supposed 



Science of Mankind, wkick is constituted by a union of all other sciences, 
as Biology, Anthropology, Ethnology, Psychology, etc., has sufficiently 
and effectively pointed out, that this idea of supposed inferiority of the 
sex to which our mothers, our sisters and our wives belong is based not 
on reason but' on prejudice. In her brilliant book called ** A Critique 
on Femininfty,” Rosa Mayreder has pointed out, beyond all possible 
controversy, that “ Sexual Polarity ** does not extend to the “ higher 
culture ” of mankind—to the intellectual and spiritual spheres. The 
great philosopher, John Stuart Mill, points out the instinctive gift of 
woman, who led by her individual observations, rapidly and clearly dis> 
covers a truth and applies it in particular cases without troubling with 
abstract theories. This may be called the intuitive or subconscious 
judgment, in which women are particularly strung; so there is no justi> 
fication for the argument based on the so-t^alled inferiority of women 
which is so often levelled by oTir opponents against this demand for fair 
play. 

In this connection, it may also be said with advantage, as has Iteen 
most aptly pointed out by that great Professor of Psychiatry, Dr. August 
Froebel that “when man comi)are8 himself with woman he usually 
identifies himself, more or less unconsciously, with the highest male 
intellects, with men of genius in art and science and complaisantly ignores 
the crowd of idiots of his own sex.” 

Sir, in the region of intellect and judgment there is nothing like 
superiority and inferiority between man and woman. The truth is and 
that has been adequately demonstrated by the highest authorities on the 
subject, that in that region of intellect, the two sexes by the decree of 
Providence do complement each other and that most admirably. The 
mind has no sex, but only the body—as has been said by the admirable 
Mirahean. 

While man raises this height of the ideal and of objects to be attained, 
woman has the necessary tact to soften and refine the tones and to adapt 
the shades to each special situation by the aid of her natural intuition, 
where man risks everything by the violence of his passions and his 
efforts. 

This reciprocal influence alone conduces to the heat and highest 
harmony of sentiments, judgments and necessarily of actions in life in 
all its departments. I join in the hope of such an eminent authority as 
Havelock Ellis, who hopes so much from the development in the civili¬ 
sation of the future, of an equal freedom for man and woman. Ijet not 
petty feelings of jealousy or false ideas of superiority or even primitive 
ideas of perpetual tutelage of women close the door to the realisation of 
a hope so noble, so glorious, and so soul inspiring. 

Sir, if the exercise of the franchise requires a will power, then it is 
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in otir own domestio awperience, woznan is on tlie average superior io 
man. It is in this psychological domain, more than in any other, that 
she does and will always triumph. Let us look to our homes and we 
get abundant evidence oi it. 

The average woman is in no way inferior to the average man in 
intelligence. It is only this, that the intelligence of one is, to say 
roughly, different in kind from the intelligence of the other. 

Dr. Ivan Bloch, the great, authority on Sexual Psychology, has very 
ably pointed out that, in respect of quickness of comprehension and 
intellectual mobility, woman is distinctly superior to man; what more 
is required for a correct exercise of a franchise f' Women appear to 
possess, in the sphere of politics, more indepent significance, as is 
shown by the fact that there have been so many celebrated women rulers. 
Diplomatic adroitness, finesse, and self-command, to the extent to which 
these qualities favour political activity, are indeed specific female peculi¬ 
arities. Look to our own celebrated women of India both Hindu and 
Moslem. 

Sir, there is another class of our opponents who would ask us to 
explain why we should allow women to vote. To my mind, this is look¬ 
ing at the question from the hopelessly wrong point of view. 

The question is not why we should allow women to vote, but the real 
question is, ** what right have we men, to keep them away from it— 
Iheir birthright to give expression to their opinion. The onus is not on 
us who want to do Justice but on them who want to shut it out on their 
supposed grounds of expediency. Our votes mainly depend on property 
qualifications and except for the Calcutta XTniveraity constituency, and a 
few others, so far as I know, there is no vote on personal qualification 
for the Council. 

If, therefore, we more than recognise the property qualification of a 
woman by realising rates and taxes from her, what fairness or justice is 
it then to deprive her of the ordinary legal incidence of such rates and 
taxes—^via., a vote? 

If again the personal qualification of being a graduate of seven years’ 
standing entitles a young man to vote, how on earth could a lady graduate 
of the same standing be deprived of it? Who shows the greater grit, 
man or the woman graduate? Why disqualify the better of the two? 
Is it because you have the power to do it ? 

Sir, there is another class of persons who object to this movement 
on the ground that it will be productive of very great social harm. To 
them it need only be pointed out that similar vague, baseless, and extra¬ 
vagant apprehensions were entertained by those who objected to the 
introduction of female education in this country, and even to the sup¬ 
pression of the hoirible custom of the Suttee, Such extravagant fears 
arise from personal prejudice alone and are not worth any serious con- 


Then again, Sir, there is another clase of ohjeotors who argue that 
our women are not educafed enough to exercise the franchise and so they 
say' that it should be given only to women who are graduates or under¬ 
graduates. These are men who live in the half-way house. They have 
the intelligence to realise the necessity of the demand, but have not the 
courage to admit the justice thereof, and so it is that they want to 
whittle it down by introducing unjustifiable limitations. How many of 
our voters are educated, please? Why raise false issues then? 

The truth very largely is that the kind of education that is calculated 
to help a man or woman in exercising the franchise correctly is more 
atmospheric than academic in its character. 

There are yet one or two other kinds of objections to this demand 
which time would hot permit me to mention in detail. They are more 
frivolous than substantial and can be very easily met by the fact that 
this right to vote, which is demanded, is only and entirely a permissive 
one. Ton have not been called upon to grant a woman’s Charter of 
Bights now ? It will be entirely left to the individual woman concerned 
if she will exercise her franchise or not. In the most hotly contested 
elections in Calcutta now, in spite of facilities of transit and all the pres¬ 
sure and coaxing that candidates can apply, as a rule, more than one- 
third of the voters—^males—do not exercise the franchise at all. 

In this connection, I may quote, with advantage, what was said by the 
great Thomas Huxley in 1865. Two-thirds of a century ago that great 
man said:— 

Let those women, who feel inclined to do so, descend into the gladiatorial 
arena of life, not merely in the guise of retiaria as hiUiertofore, but as bold 
siearim, breasting the open fray. Let them be merchants, lawyers, politicians, 
if they so please. Ijet them have a fair field, but (the great man cautioned 
them) let them understand, aa the necessary correlative, that they are to have 
no favour. Let Nal^ure alone sit h*gh above the lists, rain infiuenoe, and judge 
the prise. 

So much for the substance of the demand. Then come the objec¬ 
tions based on the difficulties in the procedure of getting women’s 
votes recorded. If there is the will to grant the demand, then the 
difficulties in getting the grant reduced to action need not be any serious 
source of anxiety. Matters can easily be arranged by keeping tbe 
custom of the purdah in tact for such women who cherish the same. 
Other smaller difficulties like those concerning identification, etc., 
can be very easily dealt with with the help of the thumb impressions etc. 
It is frivolous waste of time to magnify trifling difficulties of procedure 
and to put them across our way as objections based on matters of sub¬ 
stance. Women in South India, even Muhammadan ladies, have been 
exercising ibis right of franchise for some years past. 

There is one other point that L beg to place before the House. If 


natural right to representation, then how could we legitimately expect 
a Government conducted by foreigners, with no racial bond of attach¬ 
ment with us, to surrender to us, a subject race, any of the rights, 
which we are so earnestly claiming at their hands ? 

If we are anxious to have justice for ourselves then we must be 
prepared to do justice to others to whom it is due at our hands. If not, 
then our claims will be a mere cry in the wildemess and no shrewd and 
sensible Government will ever take it seriously. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Sir, at the very 
outset, I desire to join my voice with that of Mr. D. 0. Ghose and 
deplore the fact that last night, as well as to-day, certain speakers 
thought fit to drag the debate on so important a matter to a very low 
level by their unparliamentary conduct and expressions. The proposi¬ 
tion which Mr. Basu has thrown open for discussion touches a difficult, 
intricate and important problem. I am aware that many of our 
community think that the social aspect of the problem is fraught with 
serious consequences and they are, therefore, anxious to leave the 
important political issues which are involved in it to the slow operation of 
time. They seriously believe that if oUr women get the franchise they 
are agitating for they will lay the axe to the very root of orthodoxy in 
this country and bring about a revolution which will upset all accepted 
beliefs and existing institutions which are based, broad and deep on 
cautious social conservatism. Is there really any cause for such an 
alarm? 1 say, ** no.” I feel disposed to treat it as a mere stage in the 
evolution of our national life. It is bound to come sooner or later and, in 
my opinion, it is much better for men to keep pace with the tide of evo¬ 
lution than to oppose the women's cause which its swift current is 
carrying forward in the natural course with an irresistible force. 
Besides, a new era has dawned upon us and the Indian world has begun 
to move. Although T am dead against any kind of revolution, I will 
certainly take it upon myself to say that those who say '^change noth¬ 
ing’* are champions of slavery. But Sir, we find that in ancient 
India women were coadjutors of men in all departments of life—whether 
within the magic circle of home or in other sterner spheres of life, in¬ 
cluding the hattlofield. To be more busiue.s8like let me say that if 
we compare the legal position of our women, as described in the insti¬ 
tutes of Mannu, with that of the women of even Bngland, we at once 
find that the birthright of women was nowhere more respected 
in ancient India. A perusal of Mill’s ** Subjection of Women will 
convince one of the truth of my statement. 

Sir, it is feared that the natural superiority of man will he ques¬ 
tioned and disputed by woman, if she is allowed to enter into the arena 
of politics on equal terms. I refuse to believe this; for, natural superi- 








air. It has been also nrged that politics is a dirty game and women 
should not get near it. Is not liib itselfy as we find it in this shabby 
world ol ours, a dirty game too. To whom do we look to purify our 
every-day existence. To women, undoubftedly. So let poiitios also 
be purified by the association of all that is best and noblest 
in the womanhood of our country. It is moreover apprehended that the 
innovation contemplated by the resolution under discussion will pro¬ 
duce the New Woman, with a masculine intellect, quite indifferent to 
the natural duties and functions of her life. I decline to believe that 
any woman, with a grain of common sense in her, would ever think of 
sacrificing her God-given feminine grace or her throne in the home, where 
she is supposed to be the guardian angel, or for the matter of that lose 
the divine rewards of the glorious motherhood for the tinsel of politics. 
The. franchise which is sought lor them will only enable them to par¬ 
ticipate in some measure, with us in our toils in the field of politics 
as they are already doing in other spheres of life. India needs such an 
alliance between man and woman in the domain of her politics for the 
further expansion of her civic life. It is the intention of God and man 
alike that women should be our helpmates in the strict sense of the 
term, and I think it is quite safe for men, of all shades of opinion, to 
say in the glorious immortal language of Tennyson, who was verily 
the soul of the age in which he lived:— 

The woman’s cause is man’s; 

they rise or sink 
Together, dwarfed or God>like, 
bond or ftee. 

Sir, I think a very strong case has been made out in favour of 
Mr. Bose’s resolution. The amendments, in my opinion, are altogether 
unacceptablo and as such, should l)e altogether rejected. 

The movers of the first two amendments have set excessively high 
premium on University education. A woman, according to one d! 
them, should not only go through the paddock, or have a preliminary 
canter, but must actually run, right up to the winning post, the har¬ 
rowing race of a University to get the franchise! Mr. Dutta, however, 
was a bit more merciful, but I wish, Sir, that both of them could look 
beyond the rails of the University Bace course. 

The last, though not the least, Kumar Shib Sbekbareswar Bay, 
made a heroic effort to stand on two stools and, so far as I could see, 
the valiant Kumar had the inevitable fall between them. Hypocritical 
professions carry no conviction or rouse no sympathy which is the 
universal solvent. My friend very cleverly tried, or shall I say, made 
a desperate attempt to steal a march on the iinsopbisticated minds 
of those who want the franchise by saying 4hat his committee was 


Kmnar’s equivocal speecli, the leal intention of the inner man that 
dwells within him. Besides, his speech, if I may say so without offence 
and I really do not mean any offence grew hypercritical and redundant 
in its latter stage and revealed him in the vividness of reality. Their 
came hard words and hard words breah bones. 

However that may be, last night the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
made an important pronouncement when he said that the decision of 
this House will be final in this matter. Here is a splendid opportunity 
I say, for this House to do some real good to tho country unaided by 
Government support, and 1 hope and trust that we shall not let the 
opportunity slip out of our hands. If a committee has to be formed 
it must come into existence after Mr. Bose’s resolution has been accepted 
and carried. A committee can work out details-nletermine the 
modus operandif safeguard varied interests that are involved in , the 
question, see that the purdah is not in any way violated and suggest 
measures by which the undesirables and ill-fames may be excluded; for, 
excluded they must be for Ihe sanctity of our political atmosphere. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Sir, I feel 
that in rising to si^eak on this occasion I must clear my ground. In 
the first place 1 desire it to be clearly known that I speak not as a 
Member of the Goveniinent but as a representative of my constituency, 
as a Member of this Council and as a public man. The views which 
it would be my duty to place before the Council are personal and indi¬ 
vidual views for which the responsibility belongs to me and to me 
alone. In the first place, Sir, I desire to remind this House—and I find 
that the fact has been mentioned by one of the speakers that 1 was a 
member of the Southborough Committee and that the Committee did 
not recommend the enfranchisement of women. Not only that but 
I 8up]x>rted that recommendation. I feel that some of you would say— 
^*you are inconsistent.’* **Here evidently you are going back upon 
principles which you had endorsed.” Well, Sir, I do not attach any 
great importance to the cult of consistency. Consistency may not 
always be a virtue any more than inconsistency is a crime. 
Consistency sometimes means perseverance in error. Inconsfistenoy 
is often the mark and symbol of the forward movement of a progres¬ 
sive mind. Sir, read the history of the lives of distinguished public 
men. Gladstone began his political career as the rising hope of the 
unbending Tories. He ended his great record as Uie trusted leader 
of the advanced Liberal party in the United Kingdom. Joseph Cham¬ 
berlain began his public life as a Radical—almost a republican, and 
died as the leader of the Unionist party. Michael Davitt began life 
as a rebel and ended^ it as a Member of Parliament swearing aUegiance 
to the Crown. Sir, it Is circumstances that determine political 
principles. It is circamHances that impart to political principles 
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SouthborougK Committee made the recommendation to which I haTe 
jnst referred do not now exist. We felt that here were the Beforms 
whose fate was trembling in the balance, the extremists violently 
attacking them, the other sections of the community look warm 
in their support. They had to be saved. We felt that if we granted 
women’s franchise we might alienate the sympathies of the orthodox 
and conservative sections of the community and thus jeopardise the 
Beforms. We. preferred to throw this cargo over board in order to 
save the ship. That is my jurisdiction for not supporting women’s 
franchise in our recommendations. Sir, the circumstances have changed 
since. The Beforms now fbrmed part of the law of the land. They 
are in working order. The circumstances having changied, I have 
changed my angle of vision and^have modified my views on the subject. 

Therefore, I am prepared to extend my humble support to the 
resolution of my friend Mr. S. M. Bose. Is it not desirable, is it not 
wise, and expedient that we should do so? The agitation has begun— 
started by whom? By the most emotional—the most energetic section 
of our community—^by our mothers, wives and sisters. The agitation 
will grow in volume and intensity. It is bound to succeed sooner or 
later. Is it not wise to take time by the forelock and grant them the 
concession ^ey ask for? Bit dat cito dot: ** he gives twice who 
gives promptly”—that is the latin proverb. Promptitude adds to the 
graciousness of a gift, delay mars it. I^et not the words ”too late” 
be written on our concession in ibis matter as they have been inscribed so 
often in the past. We shall be bound to give it sooner or later. The 
Bombay Legislative Council has voted for it, the Madras Legislative 
Council has voted for it. Are you going to oppose it—are you going to 
resist itP Will you be able to stifle tbe agitation? Will you be able 
to roll back the onrush of the rising tide? You will not succeed. 
The forces of nature, the. forces of time, are with the ladies, and it is 
wise for you to accept the situation and grant them the concession 
with promptitude which will impart an added grace to the gift. And, 
Sir, is it not desirable in our own interest that we should admit our 
women into the electorate and associate them with us in the legislature 
and‘the Government of the country in the times to come? Do you not 
want—and here I speak as a Member of the Government-—do you not 
want women’s help in respect of the many activities of Government P 
Sir, speaking of the Departments over which I have the honour to 
preside, we want their help in the matter of sanitation, we want their 
aid in the matter of child-welfare. I may mention here that at the 
present time I am organising a series of lantern lectures for the benefit 
of purdah ladies in ibe Barrackpore subdivision and I have felt the ut* 
most need for the assistance of women in this matter. My friend Mr. 
P. C. Hitter wants their aid in the matter^f female education. My 


*Cliamber to ftoften tlie acerbities of our debates, to impart to our deli* 
berations that grace, that charm, that sweetness ' which feminine 
presence alone can inspire. Therefore, Sir, taking my stand upon the 
high ground of expediency, it does seem to me that this Council would 
do well to accept with unanimity and enthusiasm the resolution which 
has been moved by my friend Mr. S. M. Bose, and Sir, remember that 
the vote is an educating factor. You talk of female education and you 
place within theii' reach the benefits of school instruction: but far more 
valuable to my mind would be this form of instruction given by the 
exercise of the vote. It will enthrone the principle of co-operation in 
the recesses of our hearths and homes. It will supply an antidote to 
the mischievous poison of non-co-operation. At the present moment 
these ladies are supplicants at your doors; they will increase in power 
and in influenc/e, as time passes; aided by the time forces, by the sym¬ 
pathies of civilised humanity and the voices of their sisters wafted across 
distant lands, they will speak in tones of thunder which will be irresis¬ 
tible. Therefore, grant them now what you will be forced to concede 
in the end. Save us from the agitation which is inevitable. Let us 
have peace. We have had enough of agitation. God grant that the 
counsels of sobriety and prudence may prevail. 

Mr. H. BARTON 81 have much pleasure in supporting the resolutions 
by our worthy friend, Mr. S. M. Bose. My colleague, Mr. Stark, has al¬ 
ready spoken for my community, but I should like to supplement what 
he has said. Sir, with the advancement and expansion of thought, the 
olden-day attitude towards woman, that her place in life should be con¬ 
fined to the four walls of the house and tied down as a domestic drudge, 
has changed. The days when woman’s weakness, inferiority and inca¬ 
pacity were held to be obstacles to her taking part in public affairs have 
])a8S6d, while woman, herself, has triumphed over the attempt by m an 
to relegate her to a position of subordination and servitude. No fair- 
minded person, to-day, could deny to woman the credit of having over¬ 
taken man despite the terrible odds against her to say nothing of man’s 
attempt to handicap her altogether for purposes of pure selfishness. She 
has wiped oUt all stigmas cast upon her and is, to-day, man’s equal in more 
respects than one. Whatever might be the attitude of other classes 
towards their women on this question, speaking for the Anglo-Indian and 
Domiciled European Community, I feel that our women are fit for the 
franchise. A very large percentage of them are educated up to the 
highest standard this country affords;.a large percentage are engaged 
in public offices and commercial firms; many have taken up medieme as 
a profession; a large number comprise the nursing staffs of civB and 
military hospitals, a large number have gone into business while a large 
percentage pay the same Aaxes and rates that men do. As to those 
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iraj of their partioipatton, the time must sooner or later come, when, 
reeliaihg the advahtagM^ it offers, they will see the stem nepessity for 
making their women fit and win find ways and means by which such 
di^bilities might be OTercome. The destiny of their women lies in their 
hands and it is for them to say whether they will watch over it to their 
advantage or disadvantage. Sir, the extension of the franchise to women 
means more to them than words can express. It'must, ultimately, bring 
with it.enlighte^ent, liberty, influence and power which would only 
'be the restoration'to them of rights lost through no fault of theirS. I do 
sincerely hope that their rights will not be restricted to the vote, but 
tha't it will not be long before we find them sitting side by side with us 
in the Council deliberating those many questions so largely associated 
with the welfare of women. Woman best understands the needs of woman 
and it is woman that can best advocate woman’s cause. Wbat reasonable 
objection could there be to treating woman, in this respect, on an equality^ 
with masiP She really plays the larger part in the affairs of man and 
every day sees her assuming larger responsibilities and filling a -more 
prominent part in those matters which make for the world’s advance¬ 
ment. If women could go hand in hand and side hy side with man in the 
domestic and. socml life, what should stand in the way of her doing so in 
public life? Woman, like maxi, is of Ood’s creation; woman, like man, 
is therefore entitled to the same privilegeil. If man chooses to deprive her 
of this right, he must submit to the consequences. The recent war has 
brought out in a conspicuous manner the high qualities in women. We 
know when at a time Kngland needed to keep her fighting forces at full 
strength and every available man had to be set free, the women came 
forward and took their places in the various services, and it is due 
largely to this fact that the British were able to hold their own durrng 
one of the most critical stages of the war. On the other hand Anglo- 
Indian and Domiciled European women went out in large numbers to the 
variouB theatres of the war and played a most heroic part in the war 
hospitals. History r’ecords the fact of Indian women having risen to 
similar emergencies, and who will resimnd again should occasion arise. 
The names of Indian women as great leaders and administrators are not 
lacking. Shall we then turn to women in the hour of our need and cast 
her aside after this need has been met? - Ifen owe more to-women 
most people care to acknowledge. Man’s dependence on woman has been 
from the beginning and will continue till the end of time, why is man 
ashamed to admit thisP The extension of the franchise to women can 
only he a step in the right direction. In asking for its exteneion we are 
but asking for bare justice. . Whatever objectipps pr scruples there may 
be on the part of some, they hate not convinced this Council that the 
extension of the franchise to women will result in compulsion. Ijet us 
aocetit the principle and the rest will follow., 
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Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDYs It was not my inten- 
.tion to intervene in the debate and incur the odium of womankind; it wae 
not my purpose to give expression to sentimentsj that not being fashion* 
able, may be termed reactionary but in fairness to polemics, to dialectics 
and academic politics, I think I should sound a note of discord in the 
midst of a pean of praise. I shall endeavour to treat the subject with the 
consideration that it deserves, because the Muhammadan members have, 
in appealing to the beauties of the Islamic religion, ^hioh 1 hope will 
ensure us some converts, given a serious tone to a matter'of little moment, 
because some have with gross irreverence introduced the name of the 
Praphet and Kasrat Ayesha in a dirty political atmosphere and in 
an age that has well been styled the Kali Tuga, and because the uncount¬ 
ed women of Bengal have in flooding us with pamphle^, invitations 
exhortations and insults, taken themselves and this interesting subject 
‘with a seriousness which does credit to their enthusiastic 8elf>centredne88. 
They have shown themselves so adept in the art of canvassing, an art 
natural to them, that already I feel that the reason of some of our mem¬ 
bers has given way under the strain of their onslaught and button boles 
that were never sported before are in evidence in this austere company, 
and it is no Secret that the members of the Southborough Committee 
realised the changing times only day before yesterday— inth. slow and 
unyielding comprehension—and taking their stand on the highest ground 
of expediency. Alrrady, Sir, we quake in our shoes when we realise our 
fate when we shall have to bring, to bear on the battlefleld of a polling 
day our feeble forces against the magnetic influence of some fair damsel, 
who with the tune of the Pied Piper, will charm away our trusting voters 
from the security of their homes to their destruction and o\ir detriment; 
already I can realise our futility in the face of the army of women can¬ 
vassers that will lead away with gentle guile at the very steps of the 
polling booth the mere males whom with anxious entreaties we managed 
to secure, whom with forcible persuasion we managed to give a free ride 
in our motor cars, only to he betrayed in the end at the hour of trial; al¬ 
ready, Sir, I can picture the army of men candidates, melting like snow 
before the sun when they find the redoubtable woman amongst them: 
why, Sir, I earnestly recommend this series of resolutions for the accept¬ 
ance of the Government, for it will save them all the harassment and 
trouble of a contested election, for I daresay there will be no paucity of 
women candidates throughout the length and breadth of Bengal, in its 
furthermost nooks and crannies, in view of the, did we not say, universal 
cry for women suffrage ? But it is not on these grounds, Sir, that I oppose 
the resolutions, although the distinct of self-preservation is strong within 
me. Nobody doubts their good qualities, but the right to vote is no 
guerdon for good qualities; nobody doubts their shrewdness and acute¬ 
ness, but shrewdness and acuteness are poor substitutes for political in- 



unfit for a political existence. There are innumerable reasons, too, all 
more or less cogent, some lelt, some expressible. For tbougb. Sir, witii 
our cbaracteristio cbiyaliy and our characteristic cowardice when in the 
presence ol women, let alone with a quailing conscience under the glare 
of a hundred baleful eyes we may pass the measure, we shall still feel 
that it were far better if we had resisted the temptation of mooting such 
a doubtful proposition. I will not recount the insuperable difficulties that 
will arise as regards impersonation, recording of votes, giving evidence on 
election petitions, canvassing of women voters, should the ladies behind 
the veil stoop to exercise the franchise, for the difficulties are there and 
patent. I need not refer to the facilities to young Adonises and to poly¬ 
gamous Muhammadans and Hindus and the difficulties in identifying 
Mrs. No. 1 and Mrs. No. 2. 1 need not refer to the real danger that exists 
in the ingenuity of that obstructive part of the community that sent a' 
carter in Delhi to drive the members, that sent a baker to minister to their 
wants and that may send a distinguished public woman to keep company 
with distinguished and enlightened public men, side by side, as Mr. 
Barton would have it. But 1 feel. Sir, 1 cannot let this opportunity pass 
without sounding a note of warning. India is passing through difficult 
times, not only politically, but socially and culturally. The minds of the 
best thinkers are exercised in presaging and calculating the effect on the 
culture of India of the advent of Western institutions and above all of’ 
Western customs and manners, of Western modes of thought and 
ideals. We are looking with longiing eyes not to a dim and glorious past, 
not to a sublime and distant civilisation, but at our own ideals, our own 
simplicity, our own love for the home and family life, at our own customs 
and manners that we feel are being ruthlessly sundered by too closean 
imitation of Western life. And I indeed regret to say that it is the women 
of Bengal, far more than the other provinces who are teaching us 
to be more Western than the Westerns themselves. And 1 cry: Haiti 
let us examine the position. And I say so because 1 have been to the 
West and I have seen what the West has done for its women. 1 may be 
wrong in arguing from the few against the interests of the many, who 
presumably wait at home with uplifted hands for the conferring of the 
boon, but I daresay they will not be grievously disappointed if the 
opportunity to vote is denied them. Then again, do the women actually 
wish to help us, do they wish to take active part in building the great 
political house that we are endeavouring to construct ? One swallow. Sir, 
cannot make a summer, though for the time being its sweet twittering 
beneath verdant leaves may send through us a warm glow of pleasant 
anticipation. 'V^at have the women done to4Bhow that they can help 
usP The women of England before they obtained the vote had long been 
engaged in helping their folk in their political campaigns, had long 
shown their earnestness in participating in the problems of the country, 
had long worked to uplift and help the poor and the suffering, had long 



women in Bengal done which can give them the right to come forwwd 
and claim participation in the reconetruction of their country with 
knowledge and experience, what have they done to ehow tiiat they have 
realised the needs of the country and have intelligently grappled with 
the problems of the people or of their own female community P What 
knowledge of affairs have they, which, according to Mr. D. G. Ghose, 
is the best passport to a political existence P And, Sir, to use the favourite 
phrase of this House, used in much lesser measure yesterday and the day 
before, I challenge contradiction. We want no seers, no inspirers, no 
divorcees from hard facts, we want knowledge and experience and a will 
to face hard facts. Perhaps some of us wait for the phenomenon of mili¬ 
tancy to manifest itself among the women as a sign that they found their 
true freedom, perhaps we wait for the day when the supplicants at our 
doors will speak with a voice of thunder. Who is it. Sir, that refuses to 
emancipate them, who is that wishes to keep them uneducated, who is it 
that refuses to make them helpmates, who is it that denies them God’s 
pure light and air, who is it that wishes to oppress themP—^let the women 
come forward and show that they are willing to help, that can help, and 
cease speaking, each one for the whole woman race. Surely there is some 
lack of proportion, surely it speaks ill of their sense of perspective if they 
think that the vote will give them all, if they think that 
the adjudgment between the claims of rival candidates, so often 
regulated by accident, influence and personal prejudices, will teach 
them to take interest in the problems oi the day. By the vote we can¬ 
not abolish the purdah^ by the vote we cannot remove prejudices, by the 
vote you cannot turn Fourth standard girls into graduates, by the vote 
you cannot remedy the brutality of the social customs that have stunted 
the growth of freedom both in man and woman. Let us drop the gran¬ 
diose cant, the unadulterated piffle, in talking of education, enlighten.- 
ment, emancipation, fieedom, etc., in connection with the ^Jonferring of 
the vote. Bombay and Madras are no .parallel. We have dared to go 
against the dictates of these provinces before, and I daresay we can do 
it again. There is an enonnous difference between the womankind 
here and there; those who have been to the various provinces see 
it at a glance. I would, therefore, Sir, request the women of Bengal, 
or such of them who take an interest in the conferring of the vote, to have 
patience for the next ten years, when the fate of India trembles in the 
balance, and in the meantime show by honesty of work and honesty of 
intellect that they and their helpers are ready to do something constructive 
in tke cause of womenkind, and are not too glib with threats and intuni- 
dation and vapid outpourings that make them ridiculons in the eyes oi the 
^ple and damage the cause they espouse. Let them exercise their 
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fury. Within these ten years, Sir, let them tjy to alleviate the sufferw 
ings of their sisters doomed to untold misery by ridiculous customSf 
let them have a platform of social reform and progress to stand upon, 
and then we ourselves. Sir, on humble and bended knees shall offer to 
them the poor gift of a vote. There is, however, one cogent argument 
in favour of conferring the grant. Property qualMcation is imper¬ 
sonal, so why should women be left out of it, considering that they 
are neither insane, nor infants, though they are naturally piqued by the 
happy cynicism of the law that has grouped all disabled people together. 
But when one realises that this will embrace only a few—if we exclude 
those women who hold property qualifications in their own right and 
by their own earnings—and we see no reason why we should exclude 
them, for admittedly property qualification is impersonal, and we see 
no reason why we should shirk The idea of the premier danseuse of Bengal 
occupying one of the responsible chairs in this House, for admittedly 
property qualification is impersonal—and let it he known that once the 
principle is accepted, there is no room for committees, or restrictions, 
or opinions or details, and when one further realises that there are many 
who carry on the good work of civilisation, carry on the good work of 
political and social enlightenment without caring to exercise the vote, 
when one realises that it will affect and exercise only a few, that few 
will care to take advantage of it, thai it may, who knows, superadd to 
the political conflict a bitter domestic conflict, it is perhaps just as well 
that we should wait for the women of Bengal to show signs of resusci¬ 
tation, rather than by means of artificial methods galvanise them into a 
puppet show. 

Professor 8* C, MUKHERJIS The community which I have the 
honour to represent is completely in favour of granting franchise to 
our women. The Indian Christian Association, Bengal, which is the 
representative Association of that community, grants full member¬ 
ship to ladies. In all matters we have deliberated together and have 
not suffered thereby in the least. In certain directions our gain has 
been considerable. Our ladies do not allow us to talk too much: when 
we grow prolix they grow impatient. When we begin to talk npu- 
sense they begin to smile and we resume our seats. Our ladies are 
making a substantial contribution towards the upbuilding of our com¬ 
munal life. That has been our experience as a community. 

How to look at the question from general standppints. Will the 
grant of this privilege really prove a Eruptive and a disintegrating 
factor in our home life P If it do^s, it is surely a very serious matter. 
In that case we ought not to grant any franchise to our women, 
whether they are educated or not from the University standpoint, 
because a home is a home it does not matter—who the mistress of the 


that our educated ladies jbave got no homes .to look after. If that be 
the oonsidered judgment of tk»s Council let us say so frankly and act 
according to our honest conyiction. A partial application of this 
principle is utterly inconsistent. So far as I am personally concerned 
my honest conviction is that the grant of franchise will not result in 
the breaking up of our homes. 

Is t^ere any other ground on which we can deny them this privilege? 
Are tiiey in any way inferior to us? No one has suggested that. 
They have brains as much as we have, sometimes more than we have. 
They possess sound instinct, good judgment and a greater persuasive 
force. The recent conversion of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea is a^ 
illustration in point. Sir Surendra Nath was opposed to women 
franchise at first, 

The Hon’ble Sir 8UREHDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a 
point of order. I explained the .circumstances under which my con¬ 
version had been effected. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJIS 1 am not casting any r^ection. It 
is a great thing he has done. My hon’ble friend has misunderstood 
me. Sir Surendra Nath was opposed to women’s franchise but he was 
converted the other day by a deputation of ladies. 1 sincerely con¬ 
gratulate him on his recOnt conversion. 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May I offer a 
personal explanation. The deputation did not convert me. 1 gave a 
cautious answer. I said 1 would sympathetically consider the whole 
situation without committing myself ons way or the other. 

Prefeesor S* C« MUKHERJI: It has been suggested tiiat Uie 
majority of our women have no vital interest in the question. In fact 
they are totally ignorant of it. Well, that applies to the majority of 
our male voters. There are thousands and thousands of them who do 
not really know what the Reforms are. We have given them franchise 
and are getting them gradually trained in responsible self-govern¬ 
ment, the minority for the time being guiding the majority. This will 
exactly be the case with our women. 

Some of us think that the granting of franchise will interfere with 
the social customs that prevail in the orthodox sections of the Hindu 
and Muhammadan communities. It will be a very serious thing if it 
does. We must respect these customs, hut I do not see how the grant¬ 
ing of franchise will in any way interfere with such social customs. 
There is absolutely no element of compulsion here. This is purely 
optional whether they exercise their right or not. What is then the 
secret of this opposition? There is, it seems to me, a lurking sus^cion 
somewhere in the sub-conscious region that man is the lord ^ qieation, 


what right have we to put barriera aud obstacles in her sphere of service. 
What right have we, may I ask in the name of humanity, to keep her 
down and to deny what is nothing but her birthright P Sir Siirendra 
Nath wanted to stand on expediency. Sir, it is not a case of expediency, 
it is a case of sheer justice and fairness, it is a case of equity. We 
have no right absolutely to stand in the way of women and to deny 
them that privilege which God has endowed tiiem with. 

Mr, KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURII 1 perfectly agree 
with Sir Surendra Nath that it is wise, it is prudent, it is expedient to 
grant votes to women. Socialism which is only an advanced form of 
democracy demands that franchise should be given to women. The ndvo> 
cates of socialism, men and women, were the foremost to associate 
with the woman suffrage movement. The economic aspect of the votes 
for women appealed to them strongly. The condition under which the 
women wage-earners work were found in many cases appalling. Ijong 
hours, paltry wages and other sex disqualifications have been tackled 
seriously by the enfranchised women of the West. Indian working 
women suffer from their present low economic position. Our women 
are expected to tackle these problems of their own sex. Enfranchised 
Bengali women will undoubtedly help in the elimination of the zenana 
system, will compel selfish men to send girls to schools, to make no 
demand for dowry, raise marriageable age, and abolish man-made and 
one-sided law of inheritance and Eulinism. In fact woman suffrage 
will usher a new era of freedom, self-respect and seH-help for both men 
and women. 

The success of the Dominion Government, which we are rightly 
(daiming and which is bound to come, will depend a good deal on the 
social, economic and moral status of our women in future. I have 
great pleasure in supporting Mr. Bose’s resolution. 

' Mwilvl Am H. M> WAZIR ALI: As the question has been fully dis¬ 
cussed, I jnopose that the question be now put. 

The motion was put to vote and lost. 

Ballil INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs 1 congratulate my friend, 
Mr. S. M. Bose, for his resolution, because I know that he has brought 
it forward, not from a desire to earn cheap chivalry, nor as a resnlt of 
the glamour of metropolitan life, nor from a fear of the putrid eggs, 
which seem to have so much enraged the Kumar, but to vindicate a 
principle—a principle whose recognition is long overdue. 

There has been a great deal of talk about sympathy for the cause 
since yesterday; but, there is no question of sympathy in this matter*^ 
It is a question' of justice. Is the cause justf If so, you have no 
right to go against it. If it is not just, nobody wants your sympathy. 



thought it was time to grow suspicioua. And in end, 1 found I 
was in the right. The question really resolyes itself into two parts:— 
first, are women fit to have the Totef and, secondly, is it expedient 
and practical to give them this right? 

To take the first question first, are they fit to hare the Tote? With 
this question, arises another question. is the fittest to judge the 

matter? They or the menfolk. The British Government thinks that 
the Indian men are not yet fit for self-goyemment. Now, are we, 
Indian men, to take a leaf out of the British Government and declare 
in a high and mighty tone tone—with the same arrogant pretension to 
superior wisdom—^that the Indian women are not fit to have the vote? 
For good or for evil, the menfolk have got the power in their hands 
and they have made the law to decide what is good for women. The 
women have obeyed. Perhaps, they have sometimes felt the injustice 
of some of the rules framed hy men, yet they have obeyed. But now, 
the times are changing—a new spirit is abroad—new problems are 
springing up, which we can no longer ignore. Women are taking a 
greater and more useful share in the social and poBtical life of the 
country than before. Can we in all fairness shut our eyes to these 
conditions ? 

Why is it that women are regarded as unfit for politics? I have 
heard it argued that woman has no political instinct. Sir, I do not 
know what political instinct is. I do not know how much of this 
commodity is possessed hy all the members of this Council; but this 
much I know, that in the eventful days of Plassey, when the future 
history of India was being written in letters of blood, it was a woman 
—^Bani Bhavani of sacred memory—who showed the gi^atest political 
instinct. Her statesmanship, her strength of mind, her boldnesa and 
above all, her ** valiant stand against tyranny **—which is the essence 
of all politics—remain for ever a sacred thing. There were many 
men—i)oliticians in those dark days—^but the courage shown by this 
woman in sending a hold letter of protest to the Nawah will for ever 
remain the most memorable document of dignified protest and inordi¬ 
nate strength of will. Haharani Snmomay’s name has already 
been mentioned. It is no use multiplying names. In the villages of 
Bengal, even to-day, you will always find lady zainindars managing 
their estates with a vigour of power that may arouse the envy of many 
a man. The late Jahnavi Chaudharani of Santosh, Begum Sahiba 
Faizennessa Chaudharani of Comilla are some of the bright examples. 
In almost every family, you will find women able to give sound advice 
,|egarding the ^nagement of estates. If they can do this so admir¬ 
ably, how can it he seriously argued that they cannot understand the 
affairs of toe State which is bnt a glorified edition of TnallAr estates? 
When I know that my dhobi, my barber, even my sweeper hi M* a vote. 



It is Tmforhmaie that the present positioh oit women in Bengal has 
made many people think that their condition was ever such. Bengal 
has passed through many dark ages, but history is very clear in show¬ 
ing that in the Buddhistic and early Hindu days and eTen in Muham¬ 
madan days, women took a much more prominent and active position 
in the affairs of the society and of the State. Even in these days, the 
part played by women is not inconsiderable. The service done to 
the political life of Bengal by her daughters, like Swarna Kumari Debi, 
Sarala Debi and Sarojini Haidu, may be recorded in letters of gold. 
They have helped to mould political thought. All India sanciioiied 
the right of women to take part in politics by electing Mrs. Besani 
to the presidential seat of the Indian National Congress—the greatest 
position of honour in the country. Mahatma Oandhi can speak from 
experience, what response the women of Bengal have made to his call. 
In the memorable days of the partition agitation, we know what 
splendid service the women of Bengal did towards the common cause. 
He know how their splendid response in tying the sacred bond of Ralthiy 
inspired the yputh of the country. Those, who have the memory of 
those days, cannot lightly ridicule the movement by the cheap satire 
of coining words like Sahabhotini. In Japan, politics is a religion 
and unless we make our politics a dharma, we shall for ever remain 
in the dark. If we know how to interpret the word Sahadharminiy there 
will not be any need of coining cheap phrases, there will not be any 
need of casting stones at Mabatma Gandhi. The days of declaring 
women unfit are gone. We must face the situation, let us face it 
honestly and boldly. 

In this country, in spite of the purdah, women have had greater 
rights and privileges as regards property, than her sisters in other 
countries, than eyen in England. The Married Woman’s Property Act 
is a very recent matter in progressive England, whereas the women of 
Bengal have had this right for a long time. Are we going to refuse 
them this right of voting which is possessed by the women of England? 
Then again, I have heard it seriously argued that woman is not fit for 
politics,'because she is appealed through her heart, rather than through 
her brains—that she is guided by instinct rather than by reason. I 
do not believe in this, but taking for granted that this view is correct, 
what harm can there he in giving them the vote? If she can decide 
things more easily by instinct, so much the better. If she is guided 
by her heart, I welcome the idea. The element of dry reasoning is 
much too evident in the present day administration. It is time that 
more heart was infused into the dry hones of the bureaucracy. 

I cannot understand the cry that has been raised to limit Nhe 
fnmohise to those that have come into contact with the Hniversity. 
This may be natural for the UniTersity member to suggest. But, I 


University. The University certificate is hat the guinea stamp, the 
true political education that comes from the hard experience of life is 
the real gold. 

In whatever way we may look at it, we cannot call her unfit, unless, 
of course, in order to give our own selves a ‘complacent satisfaction 
that we, men, are superior beings. 

Ijet me now come to the question of expediency and practicability. 

It has been argued that the true sphere of the woman is her home. 
I flupiMse, by analogy, this ought to imply that the true sphere of the 
man is his ofiice of profession or business. Then, who is to take part in 
politics? X cannot understand why woman cannot be expected to take 
as much interest in politics after her day’s work at home, as a man can, 
after his day’s work in ofiice. If this aignment is to be followed, we 
cannot have anything but professional politicians, people whose only 
business would be politics. Then the franchise to men must be 
narrowed down to very few persons indeed. 

1 am extremely pained to find that some members liave raised tbe 
bugbear of a certain class of women. Sir, tbe matter is so delicate, 
that a full discussion of the subject is sure to be unpalatable and undig- 
nified. Have not Bombay and Madras faced this problem? Have they 
shirked this? Have you l>eeii able to keep out tbe undesirable men— 
the men of easy virtue ? I am not keen on giving these women votes, 
but as the law stands, what can 1>e done? In the eyes of the law, in 
the British dominions, there is no prostitute. How can you draw a 
line of legal demarcation? I will not go into this unseemly discus¬ 
sion, but I will say this: if the women of easy virtue have any desire 
to interfere in politics, can you prevent them from doing so even now 
ti\at they have no vote? As long as there are men of easy virtue in 
this world, they will certainly be influenced by this class of women, 
even in tbe matter of tbe use of their votes. Cleopatra was not a 
Homan citizen, she had no privileges of Roman citizenship, but she 
was able to change the history of Rome more effectively than any 
citizen of Rome. It is not safe to raise a standard of virtue in this 
question. If you are really serious, try feu* their uplift rather than 
refuse the women the vote. 

We have heard it loudly expressed from several sections of this 
House, that he who pays the piper must call the tone. We have also 
heard it shouted from the house tops that, where there is no representa¬ 
tion, there must be no taxation. If taxation is the criterion of reiwe- 
seniation, is this nile to be apjdied in the case of men only? We are 
generous enough to accept taxes from women, but when they ask for 
a share in the voice to say how the money is to be spent, we take the 


Are we Indiana going to be greater antocrata than this great bureano 
cracyf The number of women who pay taxes in their name^ is not 
very large; why should they be denied this preliminary right? 

Women are permitted to hold shares and vote in Joint Stock Com¬ 
panies and Co-operative Banks. We have not heard of any practical 
difficulty there. Why should there be a difficulty here? 

What after all ivS the meaning of this resolution? It is only a 
permissive resolution. We only take away their disabilities from vot¬ 
ing. We do not compel them to vote. If tihey have the wish, if 
they like to join the turmoil of political life, let them come. We have 
no right to prevent them. 

If you really believe that the right to vote is a good thing, do not 
hesitate to give it to them. .They will cherish it; and their presence 
will take away much from the narrowness and dry atmosphere of 
politics. Let not the bugbear of practical difficulty make cowards of 
us. 


Mr, 8YED j^RFAN ALI: In supporting the resolution moved 
by Mr. 8. M. Bose, 1. desire to point out that the tenets of Islam which 
is one of the prominent religious in the three continents of the old 
world, held very high the liberties an^ status of woman. The Prophet 
of Islam says: ^'Paradise is at the foot of the mother.*' I do not know 
that any other religion has offered the same liberty and privileges to 
woman. We all know the position of woman under the early Homans, 
Greeks, Persians, Babylonians and Assyrians. We know as well of 
woman under ancient Hebrews and Christians. It is Islam which can 
claim and can claim rightly and very strongly to have established the 
equality of rights and privileges between the sexes as a cognisable 
factor from tbe very day of its foundation. A passage from the Koran 
will give a very emphatic expression of the idea how just the equal 
attention was paid to both the sexes under Islam. Says the Holy 
Authority:— 

Verily, the Maslims, men end women, end the feithfal, men end women, end 
the devout, men end women, and the truthful, men end women, end the patient, 
men end women, and the humble, men end women, end the dieriteble, men end 
women, end the fasting, men end women, and those who preserre their modesty, of 
men end women, those who remember Ood much, of men end women, Ck>d has 
prepared for them pardon end a greet reward. 

Under Islam, Sir, woman has not only equal rights and liberties, 
but she always keeps her individuality as a distinct factor in all her 
relations as a mother, a sister, a wife, a cousin, or a daughter, and she 
inherits and exerts her rights equally with those of a man of her status. 
The history of the Saracens will reveal a great deal more. The^^Sara- 
cenic women took part in war and in public affairs as judges, professot^, 


times. £Ten in India we find a large number ol Kodem ladies under¬ 
taking serious responsibility in the administration of the country, 
names of Nur Jahan, Besia and Mumtaj Mohul are only too well known. 
Even in the present days you will find a large number of Moslem ladies 
managing their samindari affairs in a Tery creditable way. In conclu¬ 
sion, I should like to remind you that the Holy Prophet of Islam* enfor¬ 
ced, as one of the essential teachings of his creed, '^respect for women,*' 
and his followers in their love and reverence for his celebrated daughter 
proclaimed her **the Lady of the Paradise," as the representative of her 
sex. ** Our Lady of Light ** is the embodiment of all that is divine in 
womanhood, of all that is pure and true and holy in her sex, the noblest 
ideal of human conception. And she has been followed by a long suc> 
cession of women, wbo have consecrated theh* sex by their virtues. 
Who has not heard of the saintly Bahia and a thousand others, her 
equals? Since there is communal representation, if franchise is granted 
to women it will not affect in any way the Moslem interest. A different 
set of rules from those which regulate the voting now will of course 
have to be C8i>ecially framed fot tbe women voters so. that there may 
not }»e any interference with the putJnh system. 

Babu BMOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: In placing this resolution 
before tbe Council, Mr. S. M. Bose certainly deserves tbe gratitude not 
only of the educ.ated and enlightened ladies of Bengal but of the whole 
educated community of the country. His is a noble cause and nobody 
can doubt or dispute the great principle which underlies the resolutipn. 
But politics must always he guided by prudence, and I think it is pru¬ 
dence or diplomacy, whatever you may call it, which compelled even 
our own Minister the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath to stand against giving 
franchise to women, in the Southborough Committee. Politics must 
take prudence as its guide, and prudence must not^ swayed either by 
chivalry or look at things through a glass of romance. This resolution, 
I venture to submit, in spite of its merits, is premature and uncalled 
for. It is premature because it rather anticipates things as they may 
1>e in future when our ladies are free from the pwcfoA. It advocates no 
reform to suit the existing state of affairs. I call it uncalled for, 
because the whole country, except a certain section of the commnnity, 
I mean the Bmhmo and the Indian Christian community, have taken 
no interest in this agitation. The Calcutta public is perfectly indiff- 
ement to the fate of this resolution in this Council. This apathy is not 
the characteristic attitude of the citixens of Calcutta. Thare are ins¬ 
tances when the citixens of Calcutta took considerable interest in the 
debate of political measures in the Legislative Counts; for instance 
I hfjg to refer to the discussion of Mr. Bose’s Marriage Bill in the 
* Tjpdian Legislative Council a few years ago. This qipation came be- 


ladies in recording tKeir rotes. Howerer anxious we may be io admit 
ladies to the same political pririleges we enjoy, we must not forget 
these practical difficulties. A handful of Brahmo or Indian Christian 
ladies may attend the polling station to record their votes, but what 
of the vast majority of their Hindu and Muhammadan sisters in the 
mufasaalP No amount of political seal would compel them to do so. 
This is the state of affairs, and we must deplore them. These are the 
defects, and we cannot surmount them in a short time. In the land¬ 
holders* constituency the lady samindars, many of whom are well- 
educated and intelligent, are not given this privilege. The resolution 
of Mr. Bose asks for provision to be made to allow every facility to our 
ladies to record their votes in a manner which would he consistent with 
their habits and customs. I doubt whether that would he practically 
possible. There are women ol ill-fame in cities like Calcutta, and who 
will believe in their honesty f I should not be astonished, if after the 
next election, instead of the worthy reprejieutativcs of the citizens of 
Calcutta, some of the notorious cocaine smugglers of the city would 
come and adorn the seats in this Chamber, if this resolution is accepted 
by this Council. Moreover, the orthodox community of Calcutta and 
the people of the mufassal, whom we have the honour to represent in 
this Council, have not been consulte<i on the question. It is a question 
of supreme importance to the public in whicli the customs of the people 
are at stake and my submission to the House is that the House would 
oppose this resolution, but accept the amendment of £\unar Shib Sbek- 
hareswar Hay. 

With these few words, I heg to oppose the original motion of Mr. 
Bose, and to support the amendment suggested by my hon’ble friend 
the Eumar. 

Babu NIBARAM CHANDRA DAB GUPTAs T am thankfhl to you, 
Sir, for having called upon me to speak on this momentous question. 
I thought that by the time we would he asked to speak, the motion 
for closure would he carried. Fortunately, that has not been the case. 
Whatever the fate of the resolution or the amendment might be, it is 
necessary that the question should be thoroughly discussed. 

For centuries and ages, the greatest injustice has been done to 
women by men who claim a kind of superiority, which is not warranted 
by science or by experience—a claim of mental and moral superiority; 
and I was surprised to find that some members of this Council went to 
the extent of saying that woman’s mental calibre is not of the same 
kind as that of man’s. But it has been said hy my friend, Babu Surendra 
Nath MuHiok, ibat up till now we have not heard that ^e soul has any 
sex. 

The subjection of women and slavery are the two greater bloti%T|on 


removed outright, and proper places assigned to our sisters and mothers 
in the social economy. The old ideas about natural inferiority have 
to be abandoned, and the time-worn and hacdcneyed arguments lor 
denying %vomen thoir rights and privileges, to which they are justly 
entitled, should also be abandoned. Humanity does not mean **men** 
alone to the exclusion (»f “women.** If we have to improve humanity, 
we have to raise women in status and to give them their natural places 
in the social economy. It was remarked by some members of this 
Council in the lobby, that the privilege which our sisters in the West 
secured after yeais of struggle by the suffragist movement, should not be 
conceded so easily. But my friends forget that the battles of humanity and 
of civilisation are fought in one land, and the fruits of them ai’e enjoyed 
by the people all over the world. Then again, it has been said that 
this extension of the franchise to women in India will affect very few of 
them, as they have little social status, no separate property, and as 
most of them live in seclusion. This is no argument. It is tanta> 
mount to the perpetuation of one wrong by reference to another. 
Raise the social status of women by all means, and, if you are so dis¬ 
posed, tear off the purdah and give the women their rightful places. 
This extension of the franchise is indeed a very small matter; but let 
US be generous and just in small'things—greater things will follow. 

It has been said that the women themselves do not ask for the pri¬ 
vilege, besides a handful of educated women of Calcutta, and an argu¬ 
ment has been put lui ward whether they are I'eally anxious for the 
franchise. There is no doubt that the educated, the politically-minded 
few, ask for the privileges end it is only fair and proper that our edu¬ 
cated sisters should ha%'e their rights and privileges. 

The next argument that has been brought against the resolution is 
that if this franchise is gi^en, it will introduce social disorder. But I 
do not think that there is any chance of such disorder. This is the 
first step towards female emancipation. You want female emanci¬ 
pation ; do you expect to make any progress in this direction unless you 
ask yoxir mothers, your sisters, your wives to assist youP 

Another argument that has been brought forward against *hia reso¬ 
lution is that we do not know where we stand in regard to privileges 
to women, and so it is necessary to ascertain by the formation of a Com¬ 
mittee the facts and figiires as to how many women will be enfranchised 
by this measure. But this is a matter of detail and does not affect the 
main question. It seems to me we will be wanting in our duty if we 
fail to pass this resolution. 

Practical difficulties have been brought forward in the shape of 
social customs and habits which cannot be changed in a single day; 
anomalies owing to property qualifications for exercising the franchise; 
WGOM*B position under the existing Hindu and Huhaffunadan laws* 


of women of eaay virtue are, no doubt, many. But we should not be 
scared away by them. It is only by grappling with difficulties that we 
gain in strength. No change is possible without some kind of struggle. 
But that should be no reason for crying **halt'’ in our onward marcdi. 
The spirit of freedom is abroad. We, who have so long been deaf, are 
now hearing the great bugle-call to fall in, and if we mean to win 
freed^’s battle, we are bound to take our sisters as comrades in arms. 
Bducate your sisters and mothers, bring them up into your line and 
present a united front to all the forces of reaction and darkness and 
your success is assured. The extension of the franchise is not only n 
step in education or in politics but it is a stride towards the advance¬ 
ment of humanity. I think the principle of enfranchising women 
should be accepted. The details should be worked out by the Govern¬ 
ment. If this House recommends that the franchise should be extended 
to women, Government should frame such rules and regulations, con¬ 
sistent with our existing habits and customs, as would enable all our 
women to take advantage of the franchise. 

With these words, 1 beg to support the resolution moved by my 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose. 

R«i LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: I move that the ques¬ 
tion be now put. ^ 

Tha PRESIDENT: I do not think any useful [lurpose would be 
served by putting tbe clousure motion before the House now. There 
are many speakers yet. 

Mfi Si Mi ALEYi I have heard a good deal in support as well as 
against the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend Mr. S. M. Bose. I 
do not want to dilate on any points which have been put forward either 
in favour of or against it, but I want to ask this Council one simple 
question as to what is the duty of the legislators in making laws 
and whether the laws they make should not be for the beneBt of the 
masses. In ease this resolution as it stands or the amendment suggest¬ 
ed by others be passed, what will be the I'esult and who will be bene¬ 
fited by it f I say a very microscoiuc minority alone will get the 
benefit of it. The masses will never be able to take advantage of this 
law. Besides the masses of our womenfolk are not clamouring for this 
privilege; it is only a certain section of the Hindu, Brahmo and Indian 
CBirisiian communities (whose number is very small) who have received 
English education and have taken to Western ways that are eager to 
get this right and who alone will enjoy it. Let our womenfolk first 
take to education and to humanitarian work for the good oi their own 
kind and when they are sufficiently advanced, then, and then only, they 


Kuimt 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR IIAYI I move that the quettion 
be now put. ’* • 

The motion that the question be put was put and lost. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Balwdur: I would like to say a few words 
on this subject. Before doing so, 1 would like to mention that 
it is a matter for surprise to us that some members o^^ this 
Council were attempting to close this debate although they knew fully 
well that there were other spe^ers who wanted to speak on the subject. 
The resolution of Hfr. S. M. Bose suggests that the sex disqualification 
for registration on the electoral rolls be removed entirely, whereas 
the two amendments of Bai Jogendra Chuuder (those Bahadur and Babu 
Annada Charan Dutta, respectively, aim at limiting the franchise to 
women possessing certain educational qualifications; and the last of 
the amendments moved by Kumar Shib Shekbareswar Ray suggests 
that the question be referred to a representative committee of non* 
official men and women. 

There is a feeling both in this House and outside that a refetence 
of a matter to a committee amounts to shelving it .indefinitely. If the 
principle be accepted, I fail to understand why we should adopt this 
course which is contrary to the Act of 1919. It is true that if Mr. Bose’s 
suggestions are accepted, the matter will be taken up by Government 
who, under the Act, will frame the regulations. If, on the other hand, 
the Kumar Bahadur does not »t heart agree to the extension of the 
franchise he should hare said so in plain terms; and instead of moving 
an amendment he should have opposed the resolution. The very fact 
that he suggests that the committee should l)e composed of men and 
women indicates that he accepts the principWof extending the fran* 
chise to women. Much has been said by previous speakers on this 
very important subject. In some other parts of India the principle has 
been recognised and there is no reason why Bengal which claims to 
be the premier presidency in India should lag behind. She has pro¬ 
duced many illustrious women who, in point of education, intelligence 
and foresight, can claim to be in no way inferior to men who enjoy the 
privilege only because they happen to belong to the stronger sex. 

We are living in a land of progress and if in our selfishness we 
fail to see the equality of our sisters and daughters, posterity will eer* 
tainly cry shame on us. 

Extension of \be franchise will give a healthy stimulus to female 
education, the necessity for which, I am sure, is recognittii by all. 
If we, in this House, stand in the way of imparting education to the 
womanbooA of Bengal, shall we not be marked for ever as a lot of 
biassed and selfish le^pslators like the Brahmins of the (dd aM who 


India women whose intelligence and erudition were far abore those of 
the average man then living. 

Difficulties there will undoubtedly be, in the matter of fixing the 
standards of-qualification; but these are details which should be left 
to the framers of the rules, if the resolution is carried. 

With these observations, I have much pleasure in supporting the 
resolution moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: No country in the world developed a 
higher conception of womanhood than India—the India which gave 
birth to the radiments of civilisation; and in few countries of the world 
the lot of woman has been rendered more pitiable than in this very land 
of Bharat. No country in the world has produced a higher type of 
womanhood than India, and in-few countries of the world women have 
been treated with less justice than here. 

It is now time—high time, I should say—to make up for past mis¬ 
deeds; it is high time to make amends, to right the wrongs that have 
been inflicted; the selfishness of the stronger section of the population 
tliat has been allowed to run riot in this sacred land of ours, must now 
be cast away and full justice and reparation must be done to those who 
are inferior to us in brute force only, but are ten times superior to 
us in the true qualities of humanity. It is a very hopeful sign of 
the times, that meetings are being held in almost every district of 
Bengal and the women of the country, who have lived and suffered for 
centuries without complaining, are now coming forward to claim their 
due before the bar of humanity. 

Without being too serious, I would ask, why should we hesitate to 
give the right to vote to women P Have not they got the right to rule 
and do they not actually exercise this right of ruling to its utmost 
extent in every household P 

As we, mere men, have given up the right to rule and manage our 
own homes, why should we object to giving the ladies a mere right 
to vote? 

I look forward to the day when, not only the ladies will vote, but 
when we shall be enabled to make over the wretched business of poli¬ 
tics ^and rulership entirely to them, and betaken ourselves to pursuits 
more beneficial, more suited to our brutish natures. I hold that the 
proper function of man is not to rule, not to quarrel^with fellowmen 
but to try to rule nature to fight with the forces of nature and make 
them yield*^p their treasures for the service of humanity. 

The management of homes, management of the domestic arrange¬ 
ments of nations should he left more and more to the care of women. 
What relief! What a gain! When will we be able to shake off the 
dust of politics with its attendant petty selfishness, its jealousies and 


course, the happy consummation of these happy events is yet a matter 
of pious hope, but I would not hesitate to nu^ a beginning, even in 
this land of malaria and marshes. I fully believe politics and politi¬ 
cal morality will be much safer in the hands of our ladies than in our 
own. 

The other day, I had the pleasure of talking to a learned Pandit 
about this matter. He gave me definitely to understand that this 
measure is the beginning of. the end: Society will go to rack and min 
and the priceless old civilisation of our country, that has been built up 
after centuries of toil will receive its death blow. Now the curses of 
this learned Pandit are, I think, the best proof of justice and fairness 
of women francjhise. For the last 150 years most of these Pandits have 
cursed almost everything that goes towards rebuilding Indian society 
on right lines. So when I heard him condemning women franchise with 
nil his sincerity and earnestness, I thought that nothing could be 
stronger of the justice of this measure than this condemnation. 
When I tr>Id him that he should prepare himself for seeing this measure 
passed he asked me, whether it is really true that Hindu members will 
vote for it. 1 assured him that they will. He tiien consoled himself 
with the idea, that whatever Hindus may do, our Muhammadan mem- 
l)ei‘R will not allow such a revolutionary thing to puss. But what 1 
cx{>ect is that this gentleman has reckoned without his best and will 
find to his discomfiture that, in this measure of giving the vote to the 
women, Hindus and Muhammadans will join hands together. For is it 
not the Islamic civilisation which conferred the right to property to. 
women fourteen centuries ago, when the rest of the world considered 
their womenfolk almost in the light of goods and chatelsP And will 
Islam now stand in the way of doing full justice to the status of the 
womankind? 

In conclusion, I woidd say that the call for women franchise does 
not come merely from meetings and associations but from the depth of 
' futurity itself, which, we would be wise not to ignore. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I agree with the mover of the 
original I’esolutiou that the women shoold be allowed to vote. The 
local authorities enforce women just as men to pay rates and taxes and 
if they fail to pay, their properties are attached and, therefore, it is 
right and just that the women having property should be allowed to 
vote. But I find some difficulties. I am of opinion that though they 
should be allowed to vote they should not vote directly, but'they should 
be allowed to vote through proxies. The purdahnOriKin system stands 
in the way. Most of our women follow the purddKnatKvn system and 
most of them are illiterate and some are of ill-fame and it would be very 



should not be allowed to vote directly. It has been said that the Bom¬ 
bay and Madras Legislative Councils have allowed imnchise to women, 
but I beg to submit that in those presidencies the women do not follow 
the purdnknatkin system as in Bengal [BABtr SmtENnsA Nath Mullick : 

** Question.*’] I think that they may be allowed to vote through their 
legal guardians, through their huslHiiids, through their fathers and 
their managers just as, under the Calcutta Municipal Act, the Joint 
Stock Companies are allowed to vote through their agents or managers. 
Similarly, if women are allowed to vote, they should be allowed to vote 
through proxies. I must, however, say that in the case of lady-gradu¬ 
ates or even those who have passed the Matriculation Examination or 
similar examinations they may be allowed to vote directly, hut in the 
case of other women though they may have proijerty qualification they 
should not be allowed to vote directly on the grounds which I have just 
stated. It appears from the Franchise Committee’s Keport which is 
dated February, 1919—the Committee which went carefully through 
the representations of the representatives of the women and through the 
representations of the local Governments—that they strongly opposed 
to grant franchise to women at present. They have stated that several 
political associations specially in Bombay and Madras urged the same 
cause, but during the early examination of the representatives they 
found reason to believe that female suffi^ge- 

The PRESIDENT! I do not think that you need take up the time 
of the Council in reading from the Franchise Committee’s Beport. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It will appear from their report 
that in their opinion the time has not come when franchise should be 
given to women and specially in Bengal. I fail to understand wbat cir¬ 
cumstances have changed since then during the last two years that 
these women should be allowed to vote. I will therefore support the 
last amendment to refer the matter to a committee and if it is lost then 1 
shall be very glad to support the amendment of Rai Jogendra Chunder 
Ghose Bahadur, namely, that only lady-graduates or matriculates 
should be allowed to vote and not others. 

The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: At this fag-end of the 
day, it is painful for me to rise to inflict a speech on the Council when 
every one is anxious to go away. As however, the matter is an import¬ 
ant one I cannot refuse to take part in the debate. I am extremely 
sorry that the House is divided hopelessly with conflicting views; but 
I hope. Sir, that a compromise will be effected. I think the views of 
all parties should be consulted and we should be allowed time to con¬ 
sider the details. In my opinion we should accept the principle of woman 



Wbeeler pointed out yesterday the legal difficulties. The sti’ong feel¬ 
ing of the Muhammadan friends against the granting of franchise 
should be considered, the undeeirables should be excluded and 1 am 
Hiu’e even the ladies who are advocating for getting the franchise are 
also anxious that the undesirables should not be allowed the privilege. 
The resolution as it stands has my sympathy, hut I do not think it can 
be taken in its entirety, some modification is necessary, and I know the 
mover of the resolution is quite willing to do so. The two amendments 
advocate only a limited franchise. The question of woman franchise 
is not a new one. It was discussed before the Joint Committee of the 
Parliament, it could not bo decided then and time was allowed and 
it was said that if there was any strong desire on the part of the electors, 
the matter should be discussed in the Council and whatever should he 
the effect, action might be taken accordingly. Bombay and Madras 
have accepted the principle and there is no reason why Bengal should 
not do the same. But at the same time I must say that Bengal is 
not Bombay or Madras. 1 do not admit. Sir, that our women are in¬ 
capable of taking an intelligent part in our public affairs or questions 
nf public interests. In the household affairs our women, literate or 
illiterate, reign supreme. In Bengal both Hindu and Muhammadan 
women have been given the right to exercise ownership of properties. 
Politics is not a thing in which any special expert knowledge is neces¬ 
sary. One who has got a strong common sense can very well take part in 
politics. If it is not so, how can we extend the privilege to the illite¬ 
rate men. If it is the birthright of men it is equally the birthright of 
women and they should be allowed to take part in the political ques¬ 
tions of the day. If we allowed the privilege to the illiterate male mem¬ 
bers, how can we say, that the females are not capable of exercising it. 
The Government for a long time resisted our deipunds on the ground 
that we were not competent to exercise the new power, hut at last it 
had to yield. Similarly, I do not see any reason why the females should 
be told **you are incompetent to exercise the power and therefore you 
are debarred from exercising it.’’ The zenana question is a difficult 
question, no doubt, but I do not think that it can really stand in the 
way. I cannot concede that if this privilege is extended to the females, 
the zenana would be invaded by anybody and everybody. If any¬ 
thing is necessary, it may be done through the husband or son or some 
other person who has access to the zenana. But I fail to see how the 
privilege can he extended to the interior parts of the country. The 
privilege can now he given to the municipal towns where proper arrange¬ 
ments can be made through the females, there being many educated 
women to take part in the necessary arrangements of a polling station 
and recording of votes. It would, however, be a very d^cult task if 
the recording is done hy house to house visitation and then again, in 
the interior, it would be impossible to expect the women to go to the 


If the Toting is to be recorded by sending other persons to the 
Tillages the difficulty would be that it would take an enormous amount 
of time. All these matters will have to be considered as also the object* 
ions of the Muhammadan Community. If the privilege be given to the 
women it will surely give an impetus to the spread of female education. 
For these reasons, I hope that an amicable arrangement should be 
arrived at, and I think that the principles underlying the resolution 
should be accepted with some reservations. If that can be done and 
I think even now that it can be done, a committee may be appointed 
to consider and suggest the details. If however that cannot be done even 
then I hope we should haTe a committee which would consider what 
class should be excluded and to whom the privilege should be given 
and whether it would work through general electorate or special elec* 
torate, whether it should be restricted to municipal towns, etc. For 
these reasons, and with these ohseiwatinns, I expiess my sympathy with 
the movement for enfranchising women, but at the same time I suggest 
some arrangement should he made and all communities should be con* 
suited. I have, therefore, much pleasure in supporting the principle 
underlying the resolution. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I am sorry 
that 1 am not able to support the resolution, which, I understand, many 
of my colleagues are going to support. Certainly I would have sup¬ 
ported it if my religion would have allowed me to do so. And I would 
not have spoken a word if the resolution had not been of a general 
nature, i.e., I would have had nothing to say if the question had been 
a communal one. I know that according to the present rules and regu¬ 
lations of the Parliamentary Joint Committee, the present Bengal elec¬ 
toral rules cannot be changed. Buie 7 may be changed, but that can¬ 
not be made communal; so, I request my friends and sisters, who are 
willing to see the resolution carried, to wait for ten years and try after 
this period when it may he possible to make it communal. I do not 
know what the Hindu religion says about it. But 1 can assure my 
friends that Islam can never tolerate it. I understand that my sisters 
inside and outside the Council will put censure upon me for opx>osiDg this 
resolution, hut I request them to consider my position as a Muhammadan 
representative in the Council. 1 also request them to consider whether 
I shall obey the dictates of the religion or concede to the request of theirs. 
However, I regret to say that the cruel purdah system has made me 
accede to the tender request of my sisters and oppose the resolution. One 
may cite the examples of individuals who allow their females to he pre¬ 
sent everywhere and to speak with everyone, but that cannot he cited 
as a religious dictate, e,g.i if a Mussalman takes ham which is a for¬ 
bidden food, may it therefore be said that ham is allowed to be taken by 
MussalmansF Moreover, I know many examples of bitter experiences 


hesitates to reply on xny words as authoritative, I have nothing to say, 
but I request them to postpone the resolution for a short period of time 
and to take the opinion of Muhammadan religious authorities. Sir, what 
else I say than this to support my opposition. What is the harm 
to postpone it for a short period of time P What is the need of such a 
hurried legislation P With these few words, I strongly oppose the resolu¬ 
tion and all amendments to it. 

The motion for closure was moved by Maulvi Dkramul Huq which 
was lost, the voting being 31 on each side. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I have been called upon to 
speak on this resolution at the fag-end of the day. I would not try to 
detain the House very long. I would only say one thing and it is this 
that quotations from the scriptures have been cited in favour of this 
resolution by some Muhammadan as also by Hindu speakers; but the 
question is that this movement is a new one. In no country has it been 
tried before. It is a new experiment and most probably it is yet too 
premature to try to start this movement in Bengal. It is no argument 
that because Bombay and Madras have passed the enfranchisement of 
women, therefore, Bengal will follow suit. The circumstances in Mad¬ 
ras and Bombay are very much different. I do not mean by this that 
X am opposed to the principle underlying the movement, but the thing is 
that we did not get time to consult the constituencies which we have the 
honour to represent in this Council. We should try to gauge the feel¬ 
ings of the country before we can give our consent to this movement. 
My friends who have been imbibed with the Western ideals might per¬ 
haps resent my words, that ‘*£ast is east and West is west.*’ In 
England it took a long time—I cannot say the exact number of years— 
it may he 50 or 60 years before this movement could gain ground 
there. There is no purdah system there and there the women can exer¬ 
cise their right of voting more intelligently than women in India. 
Whatever may he the reason, we find that our womenfolk are not so 
much educated as the women of Western countries. Let us first edu¬ 
cate our daughters and sisters and in the fulness of time this female 
franchise would be realised and till then it will be too premature to press 
for it. Sir, we have heard that a certain class of females have been 
branded as unfortunates and undesirables. I think they should be 
treated more compassionately. Their degradation is due to the men—— 

Tho PRESIDENT* I do not think that is a point you need dilate 
upon. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I mean to say there are men 
who ought to he disenfranchised. Babu Amulya Dhone Addy has said 
that direct power of voting should not be given to women. That shows 


would say another thing. A fresh election for this Council would not 
take place within another two years and a half. It would be best to 
ascertain the feelings of the puUic at large on this important point. I 
am sure the people of Bengal would be too glad to accord their full 
support to tliis movement. But so long as we have not ascertained the 
feelings of the public, it will not be very wise on the part of the few 
members who have assembled here to decide the question of such a vital 
importance to the well-being of the community. Sir, if we decide this 
question in haste we may have to repent at leisure. The representatives 
of the Indian Christian community and Anglo-Indian community can 
very well claim this franchise for women because they have no purdah 
system. With these remarks, I would request the mover the motion 
to postpone this resolution for some time to come. 

BabuSURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA; I rise to make the follow¬ 
ing observations on the I'esolution. I am against the principle of 
restricting the women from voting. My upiniun is that, with regard 
to ix)litic8, all classes and communities should have the right of voting. 
We must take the opinion of every section for the matitu' of managing 
the affairs of our country, and Government. We have seen many queens 
reigning ably over their kingdoms during Moslem time. We have 
also seen Rezia, Nur Jahan and other ladies governing the kingdoms. 
We have heard of Rani Imkshmi Bai who went to the battlefield to lead 
her army, and, in later days, of Maharani Samomay and others. 

Sir, I have every sympathy with the resolution, but at the same 
time I have doubts about its practicability. The report of the South- 
borough Committee says that female franchise need not be taken now 
and we ha^e also heard fiom the Hon’hie Sir Henry Wheeler that if the 
resolution is earned Govemme/it will have to frame rules. Wc have 
heard references to Madras and Bombay who have extended the fran¬ 
chise to women, hut I l>elieve women of those provinces are moi'o ad¬ 
vanced than onr women. 

The PRESIDENT: All these matters have been discussed before and 
it is no use repeating them and as the time is short you should curtail 
your speech. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: With these ohservations, 
I accept the principle but to solve the practical difficulties let the matter 
be decided by a committee. 

The PRESIDENT: I want to bring to your notice that there is a 
very important resolution, No. 64, on the agenda, which stands in the 
name of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. It runs thus:— 



J&embers of this Uouncil be sent to Simla, as early as possible, to repre* 
sent to His Excellency the Viceroy the special pecuniary difficulties of 
Bengal and its claim for special consideration and financial help.’* 

That is a yery important motion: if it is taken in its usual turn it will 
neyer come up for discussion. The Qoyemment of Bengal is sending a 
deputation to Simla, and, I belieye, eyeryone would wish before that 
deputation goes to decide this matter, and if they are in fayour of sending 
a deputation, that deputation should go with the Members of Govern¬ 
ment. 1 would therefore like, unless there is any objection, to take this 
motion on Monday immediately after the motion which is now under dis¬ 
cussion. Is there any objection to thisP 
The Council agreed to the proposal. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till Monday, the 5th September, 1921, 
at 9 r.u. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Proooodingi of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembtad ufMler the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal¬ 
cutta, on Monday the 5tli September, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Presents 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’hie the lour Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 111 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Vice-Chancellor^ Dacca University. 

*XXXVI. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIc (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact <that the present Vice-Chancellor 
of the Dacca University is receiving a salary of Bs. 4,000 a month? 

(6) Wliat were the reasons which led the Government to appoint 
a Vice-Chancellor for the Dacca University on a high salary? 

(c) What was the salary he ret;eived immediately before his present 
appointment ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be further pleased to state what 
total amount of money, if any, was paid to him from the Government 
treasury for work done in England for the Dacca University, prior to 
his actual appointment as its Vice-Chancellor? 

(e) If any amount was paid for any such work, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the nature and amount of the work so 
performed? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter); (a) It is a fact. 

(6) The appointment was made by the Government of India, which 
fixed the salary commensurately with the duties, responsibilities and 
dignity of the appointment. This salary was proposed by the Cal¬ 
cutta University Commission. 

(c) Government are not in possession of this information. 

(d) and («) A sum of Es. 4,297-12 has been paid, vis., Rs. 4,000 as 
honorarium and Es. 297-12 expenses for clerical assistance. The Vice- 
Chancellor was occupied for some three months in England in attend. 







Travelling allowanoe ef sub-inspeotore of polioe. 


•XXXVII. Babu BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: (a) WiU tbe 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether all Government officers, drawing a salary of over Bs. 100, 
are considered as second class officers; and whether they are entitled 
under the Civil Service Begulations to draw second class travelling 
allowance ? 

(b) Do the sub-inspectors of police, Bengal, drawing salaries of 
over Bs. 100, receive travelling allowance according to the above rule? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge be pleased to state, the reasons for this differential 
treatment P 


MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Tes. * 

(h) and (c) No; the general question of raising the limit of pay 
for the purposes of the classification of officers under the Civil Service 
Begulations is under consideration. Meanwhile orders wetre issued 
that sub-inspectors of police should continue to rank as third class 
officers, and should not be classified as second class officers and draw 
higher travelling allowance rates merely because their revised scale of 
pay exceeded Bs. 100. 


Witness shed at Gaibandha Courts. 

•XXXVIII. MauIvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Is the HoVble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that there is 
no witness shed attached to Gaibandha (Bangpur) Courts (Civil and 
Criminal) and that the public are greatly inconvenienced thereby? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to remove this grievance at an early date? 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) and (b) Government are aware that there 
are no witness sheds attached to the Court (Civil and Criminal) at 
Gaibandha. Administrative approval has been accorded to the con¬ 
struction of a witness shed for the Civil Court. As regards the Criminal 
Court, such a shed is not considered necessary.as there, is fair sitting 
accommodation in the verandah of the Court which is utilised by the 


UnsUrred Questions 

(onswen to which wore laid on the table). 

Officers of the Dacca University. 

216. BabuSURENDRAMATH MULLICK: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased 
to lay on the 'table a complete list of all the appointments made by the 
Dacca University authorities, specifying— 

(t) the names of the officers and teachers ap^wiuted, 

(u) their academic qualifications, 

(ni) their respective posts and salaries, and 

(iv) their previous occupations with their salanes and grades, if 
anyP 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state what is the 
total number of students who have taken admission in the Dacca Uni¬ 
versity and the number of students in each class, as also the number of 
stipends offered to students ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that it has been estimated that the Dacca University is going to 
cost in the current year more than what was provided for it in the 
budget P 

(d) If so, what will be the approximate deficit? 

The Hon’bic Mr. P, C. MITTERs (a), (z), (ii), (Hi) and (zv) 
Reference may be made to the reply on the 31st August last to unstarred 
question No. 189 asked by Rai Rudha Oharau Pal Bahadur. 

(h) Up to 24th August, 1921, the number was 734. A sum of 
Rs. 10,000 has been provided for scholarships and stipends during the 
current year. 

(c) It is not a fact. 

(zf) The question does not arise. 


Po8t-gradiiat6 staff of the Calcutta University, 

Ti MULLICK: (a) wai the 

Hon ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 

pleased to state how many members of the post-graduate staff of the 
Calcutta University are attached to the Government colleges P 

(6) How much does the University pay for the remuneration of 
these teachers P 

(c) How many of these teachers belong to the Presidency OoUeire 
and what amount is paid by the University for these teachers? 

/^\ To A - ... 



(e) Is it a fact that the teachers of the other Government colleges are 
allowed to draw the same ? 

(f) If so, what is the reason for this differential treatment? 

(g) Did the Governing Body of the Presidency College recommend 
that the teachers should receive their honoraria ? 

(/i) Are the Government reconsidering the case of the Presidency 
College teachers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) During the academic ses¬ 
sion of ]919>20, 41 officers attached to Government colleges worked as 
post-graduate lecturers. 

(6) For the services of those 41 officers Calcutta University paid 
Hs. 43,660-fi-ll. 

(c) During the academic session of 1919*20, 31 officers of Presidency 
College worked as University lecturers in the Post-graduate Depart¬ 
ment. The University paid Its. 33,460-6-11 to Government for their 
services as post-graduate lecturers. 

((f) Tes. 

(e) Tes. 

(/) The Presidency College was affiliated in K.A. and M.Sc. in most 
subjects before the present post-graduate arrangements were introduced, 
and its staff had been appointed to meet the requirements of the college 
in this respect. The new arrangements threw no extra work upon 
them, as post-graduate teaching was already part of their duties, for 
which they are paid by Government. The situation is different with 
regard to other Government colleges, which had no M.A. or M.Sc. 
affiliation: the members of their staffs who take part in post-graduate 
teaching do so in addition to their ordinary duties, i.e., in addition to 
the duties for which they are paid by Government. 

(g) Tes. 

(h) No. 


Proposed Bonarpara-Paribatipur railway line. 

218. Mauiwi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Kon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to say, after inquiry, when the construction of the railway line 
from Bonarpara to Parhatipiir, or from Mohimganj to Parhatipur, is 
likely to be taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(tN Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan 

Bahadur): As there is little or no prospect of these lines being 
constructed in the near future, Government do not consider that an 


Peroemage of failures in dassioat languages in 1921 B.A. 

examination. 

219. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI; (a) WiU iU Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the percentage of failures in the 
various classical languages at the last University B.A. examination F 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the B.A. course in 
Arabic is considered harder than the courses in other classical 
languages? 

(c) If so, what steps are the Government taking to bring it into 
line with the courses for other classical languages? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that there has been a very 
heavy percentage of failiires among the Arabic students at the last 
University B.A. examination 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that almost all the students in 
Arabic, except a few Presidency College students, were coached by the 
University itself (no other colleges in Calcutta having affiliation in 
Arabic) ? 

if) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately the percentage of failures in Arabic at 
the last B.A. examination among the Presidency College students and 
the students who were coached up by'the University itself? 

The Hon'blo Mr. P. C. MITTERs (n) The information will not be 
available till all the results have been examined. 

(b) The University authorities report that it is not so considered. 

(c) Does not arise.. 

(dj The University authorities report that this is not the case. 

(e) Borne students receive some assistance from teachers provided 
by the University. 

(/) The information is not available. 

Educstional institutions and non-co-operation movement 

229. Babu JOGENDRA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon*ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state_ 

(i) whether any school or college in the province has given up 

Government aid since the non-co-operation movement began ? 
If so, what are the names of such schools and colleges? 

(ii) whether any school or college has written to the Calcutta 

University seeking disaffiliation, or if University has 
been compelled to disaffiliate any since the non-co-operation 
movement began; 

(ttt) the number of scholars on the roll of every college and school 

ini? lit ii . A . .. .• _ 


The Hon’bla Mr. P. 0. MITTERs (») No report has reached the 
Director of Public Instruction of any such repudiation. 

(tt) The following schools have formally applied to Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity for disaffiliation since the non-co-operation movement began;— 

(7) Karatiya Hafis Md. Ali Institution, Mymensingh. 

(2) Kalihati B. Q. Union High English School, Mymensingh. 

(d) Bajrajogini High English School, Dacca. 

(4) Solaghar Sir C. M. High English School, Dacca. 

(5) Aryan Academy, Fcbna. 

(^) Sri Maheswari Yidyalaya, Calcutta. 

The University has not been compelled to disaffiliate wy schools 
since the movement began. 

. (ttt) The University are unable to supply the information required 
at present. If received, it will be communicated later. 

Procedure for collecting statistics of diseases. 

221, Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
lileased to state how the figures of the occurrences of various diseases 
published in the Sanitary Report are collected? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): On his 

weekly or bi-weekly visits to the local thana, the tillage chaukidar reports 
the birtiis and deaths which have occurred in his area since his previous 
report. Reports of the occurrence of epidemic diseases, such as 
cholera and small-pox, are made at the same time. The thana officer 
reports the information received by him to the Civil Surgeon, who com¬ 
piles the statistics for the whole district and transmits them monthly 
to the Director of Public Health. The figures for urban areas are 
collected hy the municipal authorities and reported by them to the Civil 
Surgeon for inclusion in his monthly district return. 


Preventive meeeures taken for cholera during tea garden ooolie 
migration in various centres in Bengal. 

222. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what actual steps, if any, were taken to prevent cholera 
from taking an epidemic form at the time of the recent Assam coolie 
migration in the different centres, especially at Asansol, Naihati, 
Santahar and Goalundo? 

The Hon’blo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Three Assistant 


which a aum oi Ha. 6,000 was sanctioned. A fourth Assistant Director 
of Public Health was ordered to watch tJie situation at Naihati, whilst 
another Assistant Director was instructed to keep himself informed of 
any possible sudden emergency at Santahar. A sufficient staff of 
Assistant and SuVAssistant Surgeons provided with medical outfits and 
disinfectants was also sent to Chandpur, Goalundo, Naihati and Asansol 
to supplement local resources. Accounts of the measures taken at 
Chandpxir have been published in the newspapers. At Asansol, medical 
examination of all coolies arriving was made by the railway medical 
staff. Sick coolies and suspects were detrained and treated at the local 
railway hospital. The localities affected were kept in a state of efficient 
cleanliness and disinfection. At Naihati, all coolie passengers were 
examineid by the railway medical staff, assisted by the medical officers 
deputed by the Department of J’ublic Health. Actual cases of cholera 
were transferred to the local hospital for treatment, while suspects and 
contacts were segregated. The station premises and precincts were 
satisfactorily disinfected and constantly kept clean. At Goalundo, 
satisfactory sanitary and medical arrangements were similarly made in 
collaboration with the Medical Superintendent of Emigration stationed 
there. Steamers and all sources of local water supply likely to be infected 
were disinfected and cholera cases were accommodated in cholera Huts. 
No action was required at Santahar. i 

Municipal rates in Calcutta. 

223, Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state the amount of rates derived by the Calcutta Corporation from 
house-owners and occupiers and the number of persons who paid the 
said rates last year? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs The Chairman 
of the Corporation reports that the total amount of consolidated rates 
realised from owners and occupiers during 1920-31 was Bs. 99,43,084 
and the total number of rate-payers (owners and occupiers) as recorded 
in the' assessment book was 59,057. Figures for owners and occupiers 
separately are not readily available. 


Charitable dispensary at Kotalpur (Bankura). 

224. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government awaiu 
of the great need for medical assistance existing in Kotalpur (Vishnu- 
pur subdivision, Bankuva district) P 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

There was formerly a District Board dispensary at the village of Kotal- 
pur, hut in 1916 it was transferred to Patrasayer in the Vishnupur 
subdivision, as that place was in need of a dispensary, and a well- 
equipped private charitable dispensary had been opened at DeoiMtra, 
o^y 3 miles from Kotalpur, owing to the generosity of a private gentle¬ 
man. The District Board’s Chairman reports that owing to the good 
work of the Kotalpur TJnion Committee for the last three or four 
years the health of the place has been gradually improving and there 
is no necessity of opening another dispensary at Kotalpur, 

Deputy superintendents of police. 

225. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Is #he Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware of the feeling 
of discontent existing amongst officiating deputy superintendents for 
lack of any prospect of being made permanent under existing con¬ 
ditions ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the advisability of increasing 
the cadre of the deputy superintendents, by suspending the recruitment 
of Assistant Superintendents in England, and allowing the existing 
vacancies in that service to be filled up by experienced Indian officers? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact, that by fixing 
the initial pay of promoted deputy superintendents at Rs. 320, the officiat¬ 
ing deputy superintendents, who as inspectors would draw a maximum 
pay of Rs. 300 plus house allowance, actually suffer a reduction in 
their salary P 

(d) If so, what steps do Government propose to take to remove this 
anomaly? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Representations from officiating 
deputy superintendents on this ground have been received by 
Government. Prima facie they have no legitimate grievance, as 
most of them have been acting in purely temporary vacancies caused by 
the war, and would not have done so in normal circumstances. 

(6) Ko. 

(c) and {d) The question of the initial pay of promoted deputy 
superintendents is still under the consideration of Government. 

Expenditure of the 24-Pargana8 District Board on tanks and roads. 

e 

226. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIl Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state— 


the names 61 villages and thanas where, and the dates when, and the 
cost at which, they have been so excavated or re«excavated ? 

(b) how many miles of new roads, metalled and nnmetalled, have 
been oonstmoied oat of the District Board Fund since 1880 P 

(c) (i) How many miles of pre-existing roads were taken charge 
of by the 24-Pargana8 District Board nnder the Cess Act in 1880 ? 

(it) How many miles of such roads are under the charge of the said 
District Board at present and what is the annual charge for the repairs 
and maintenance of such roads at present P 


The Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEAs (a) Two state¬ 
ments (I and n) furnished by the Chairman of the District Board are 
laid on the table. 

(h) and (c) The figures are as follows:— 


K«ialle4 rMdi> 

84 miles, 
(c) (i) U1 
(c)tii) 286 „ 

Rs. 

AodurI charge 1,36,870 


DMrlet nanetftlM fotdfc 
265 mileM. 

183 

438 „ 

Rb. 

29,325 


TUliie roftd* 

568 miles 
990 „ 

1.568 
Rs. 

46,869 


Statement I referred to in the re^y to clause (a) of unstarred 
question No, gSO, showing new tanks excavated from 1910-11 to 

mo-21. 

24.PARGANAB DISTRICT BOARD. 
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2,609 

. 2 

Excavating Nasait tank 
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Excavating Banrapole 
tank. 

Saarapole 

Sampnagore... 

1911-12 

1,686 
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tank. 
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Diamond Har* 
hour. 

99 

1 

2,166 
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Excavatittg a tank at 
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Dcbelia ... 

1 

Hunabad ••• 
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1 

1912-13 

1,746 
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,, ••• 

«• 
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tank. 

Sandeahkhali... 

1 

Sandeahkhali 

leea j 

1 

1913-14 

2,299 

8 

Excavating Madbabkhali 
tank. 

Madbabkhali... 

tiaenabad 

eee 

11 

2,613 

9 

Excavating EkUra tank 

Ektara ... 

Diamond Har¬ 
bour. 

1914-15 

3,149 

to 

Excavating Chowgacha 
tank. 

Cbowgacba ... 

Nailiati 

•aa 

1916-16 

3,480 

11 

Excavating Sthiapara 

tank. 

Sthispara ... 


aaa 

II 

5,043 

12 

Excavating Babanpur 

tank. 

Babanpur 
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aaa 

II 

, 3,827 

l‘i 

Excavating Balagor tank 

Balagor 

Khardah 

•aa 

11 

4,101 

14 

Excavating Daporia tank 
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• • 

i " 

a,5u8 

16 

1 

Excavating Bultanpur 

tank. 

Sultaupur ... 

Duni Uum 

• ea 

II 

3,707 

16 

Excavating Ganga Sagar 
Mela ground tank. 

Mela ground... 

Kulpi 

•• 

11 

2,986 

17 

Excavating Kaknagor 
tanx. 

Kaknagor ... 
(Sanderbil) 

Haanabad 

eee 

1 

1 

11 

2,718 

18 

Bzoa rati n g NakmaK pur 
tank. 

Nakinalipor ... 

Degatiga 

eae 

1916-17 

4,691 

19 

Excavating Chakla 

Ramnagartauk. 

Gbokla Bam- 
nagar. 

11 

aae 

iV 

4,886 

20 

Excavating Rawtoratank 

Rawtara ... 

Habra 

aaa 

11 

4,430 

21 

Excavating Baahudebpur 
tank. 

Baahudebpur 

Nailiati 

• ae 

11 

4,366 

22 

Excavating Jatragacbi 
tank. 

Jatragacbi ... 

Baraeet 

• •a 

•1 

3,977 

23 

Excavating Dehti tank 

Debt! 

Khardah 

eee 

11 

4,183 

24 

Excavating Podderhat 
tank. 

Podderhat ... 

Joynagore 


11 

2,981 

26 

Excavating Kharo tank 

Kharo ... 

Habra 

aaa 

11 

3,604 

26 

Excavating Samudrapnr 
tank. 

Samudrapur 

n 

aaa 

11 

3,246 
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27 
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••a 

1917-18 
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tank. 
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4,845 

29 
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tank. 
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• •a 
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n 
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4,619 
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tank. 
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•av 

9t 1 
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34 

Excavating 

tank. 

Kotalberia 
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35 
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36 

Excavating Chhota 
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37 
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Hagrahat 

j 
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11 

4,571 

38 
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tank. 

Chak Subudhi 
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aaa i 

\ 

1918-19 

4,634 

39 

Excavating 

tank. 
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Akraberia ... 

It 

aaa 

11 

5,665 

40 
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tank. 

Madnrdah 

Madnrdah ... 

Tollygunge 

oaa 

II 

4,642 

! 

41 

Excavating 

tank. 

Qourdah 

Qourdah ' 

Protapnagoi 

' aaa 

II 

4,121 

42 

Excavating 

tank. 
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Boinohtola ... 

ToUygungu 

aaa 

II 

4,677 

43 

Excavating 

tank. 

Naliakhali 

Naliakhali ... 
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aaa 

11 

3,400 

44 
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tank. 

Hingulganj 

Hingulganj •«. 
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46 
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Sapmora 
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tt 
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•1 
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61 

Excavating 

tank. 

Moheapota 

Moheapota 

999 

Kbardah 

999 

41 
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11 
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3,510 

66 

Excavating Bangooda 
tauk. 

Bangooda ... 

Bhangor ... 

»» 
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- 
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Statement II referred to tn the reply to claaee (a) ofqneetion No. 2^6^ 

showing old tanks re-excavated. 

24-PAliaANA8 DISTRICT BOARD. 
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Ministerial Officers' Salaries Committee and ministerial offloers 
' of the High Court. 

227. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'Ue the 
Member in char$fe of the Department of Finance be pleased to say— 

(t) whether any of the ministerial officers, either of the Appellate 
Side or of the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court, were 
consulted or examined by the Ministerial Officers* Salaries 
Committee? If not, why not? 

(ii) whether the Hon’ble the Chief Justice and the other Judges 
were consulted by the said Committee in arriving at their 
decision? If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon'ble 
Mr. KERR)S (t) So far as Government are aware, no ministerial officers 
of the High Court were examined by the Salaries Committee, but the 
Registiars on both the Appellate and Original Sides were consulted by 
the Committee. 

(it) The Hon*ble the Chief Justice and the-Judges were not consulted, 
as the proper procedure is to consult the Registrars, and this was done. 


Financial trancactionc of the Caloutta University. 

228. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER; (a) Will the Hon*hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Calcutta University Syndicate has passed a 
resolution to the effect that the University refuses to supply any informa¬ 
tion to the Council about their financial transactions except what is 
published in their minutes of proceedings? 

(6) If so, has the Hon’ble the Minister considered how the Council 
can get those informations? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) In reference to a reference 
about Babu Hem Chandra Nasker’s unstarred question No. 188 for the 
4th July last, the Registrar replied to the Deputy Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal that . . No information as to finances of 

the University which is not contained in its published proceedings will 
be supplied by the University for publication.” 

(b) This has not yet been considered. The matter has been brought 
to the notice of the Hon’ble the Minister very recently. 


Grants to dispoiwarioa. 







pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government gives an 
annual grant to sadar and suhdivisional charitable dispensaries and 
that no grant is given to mufassal charitable dispensaries P 

(h) If so, what is the reason for this differential treatmentP 

(c) Is it a fact that Government officers lesidiug in mufassal stations, 
such as police officers, postal officers and sub-registrars, make use of the 
local charitable dispensaries maintained by local funds free of charges, 
in the same manner as officers residing in sadar and subdivisional head¬ 
quarters do with regard to the sadar and subdivisional dispensaries P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
annual grant to mufassal dispensaries attached to mufassal stations? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It U presumed 
that the member refers to grants given by Government to hospitals and 
dispensaries for the free supply of medicines to Government servants. 
S^uoh grants are given on the recommendation of District Officers and 
Divisional Commissioners to such dispensaries as are required to supply 
medicines free of cost to Government sei’vants. As Government servants 
are generally stationed at the district and subdivisional headquarters, 
the sadar-and subdivisional dispensaries ai'e generally the recipients of 
the grants. If there is any place outside the district and subdivisional 
headquarters where there are Government servants, grants for the free 
supply of medicines to the dispensaries at these places are sanctioned 
hy Government on the recommendation of District Magistrates and 
Commissioners. 


Study of English history in secondaiy schools. 

230. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI ; (n) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the study of the history of England is prohibited or 
discouraged by the Department of Education in the secondary (aided 
and Goveinment) schools of Bengal? 

(6) Will the Government name any Government or aided secondary 
schools in Bengal where the history of England is taught in any of the 
classes? 

Ths Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTERs (n) It is not a fact. 

(6) In the Presidency Division alone it is taught in 35 Government 
or Government aided schools, among them the Hindu and Hare Schools. 
Figures for other divisions are being collected. 

Doputmont of Induitry. 







Indiutries be pleaaed to state the number, names, special technical 
qualifications, if any, and salary of the persona recently appointed as 
circle inspectors, Department of Industry? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the duties of all such circle inspectors? 

(c) Jlave the Government any information as to the results achieved 
in the field of industry by any of these circle inspectors within their 
official jurisdiction? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay a state- 
ment on the table? 

(e) What is the number, names and special qualifications of the 
Economic Botanists to the Government of Bengal and the nature of their 
work of investigation ? 

(/) Have the Government any information as to the results so far 
achieved by these officers? 

(p) How much does it cost the Government to employ these officers ? 
(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the amount 
of yearly expenditure under the head establishment charges and travel¬ 
ling for the Department of Industry, Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Ghaudhurip 

Khan Bahadur) s (a) The information is given in the table below:— 

Num. SpaolaJ teobaloal qoaUSoMtoaa. BtlM-y. 

Ra. 

1. Mr. J. N. 8ett Wsb Profesaor of Phymcs for 8 years In 360 

one of the Toohmcal liutitutee in Bengal, 

Assistant Professor of Physios, UntTer- 
eity College of Science, Organiser of a 
few industrial ooneerna. ^qeitad Teohoo- 
logtoal Institutes in America, Bngland 
and India, 

2. Mr. A. C. Bera ... Visited some factories in Bdiobargb. Has 340 

experience in soap manufacture. Studied 
Geology and Mineralogy. 

3. Baba P, G. Dutta ... Was Chemist of the Assam Oil Company 240 

Limited. Has experience in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

4. Mr. S. N. Bose ... Has experience in tanning induatry, Agrt- 2U0 

culture, Chemistry and Bacteriology. 

6. Babu J. S. Majumdar Was Demonstrator of Chemistry, Muir Cen-. 200 

tral College and Dacca College. 

(6) The main duties of the circle officers are to supervise the local 
activities of the department. They are its representatives on the spot 



prepare schemee and supervise minor works within their areas. The; 
are also required to make a survey of the industries in their respective 
jurisdictions and to- make practical suggestions for their development. 

(c) and ((f) No new industries have been started, but certain 
improvements over existing ones have been effected as a result of the 
circle officers’ activities. This department is limited to being more or 
less an advisory organisation owing to paucity of funds. It therefore 
suggests to private industrialists the means of developing industries by 
advice, information or such other help as can possibly be rendered and 
the achievement of results will necessarily rest with the private indus¬ 
trialists. The circle officers have rendered considerable help by— 

(1) inquiring into the bond fidet of claims for supply of wagons for 

coal; 

(2) arranging demonstrations of improved methods^of tanning and 

weaving among the village tanners and weavers; 

(^) I’ecommending the introduction of improved methods and 
appliances in tanning and weaving industries; also button- 
making, conch shell bangles, and rope-spinning; 

{4) receiving and investigating applications for help and recom¬ 
mending them to the head pffice; 

(d) supplying industrial information to inquirers; 

(^) surveying cottage industries; 

(7) framing schemes for demonstration factories such as— 

(a) dairy factory, 

(5) tobacco factory, 

(c) silk factory, 

{d) bell-metal factory, 

(e) fruit-canning factory. 

(5) helping to organise embroidery and ohikon industries with a 
view to finding out overseas markets; and 

(9) inspecting industrial schools and submitting schemes on 
industrial education. 

(e) Two via.: (1) Mr. G. P. Hector, m.a., b.sc., and (2) Mr. Dwijadas 
Dutt, B.sc. (Gal.), v.s.A. (Cornell), officiating, Mr. Hector is a B.So. in 
Botany, Zoology and Geology of Aberdeen TTniversity. Has ** distinc¬ 
tion certificates in classes of Botany and ** high distinction in 
classes of Zoology and Geology. From October, 1904, to October, 1906, 
he worked on Bconomic Botany at the Herbarium, Eoyal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, as Assistant to Sir George Watt, formerly Beporter on 
Economic Products to the Government of India. In January, 1907, he 


Mr. Dwijadas Dutt is a B.Sc. in Botany and Chwnifltry of the 
Calcutta University. He passed the final examination of the Higher 
Agricultural classes attached to the Civil Engineering College, Sibpnr, 
and was the graduate scholar of the year. Obtained M.Sc. in Agricul¬ 
ture of Cornell University (U.S.A.) specialising in Plant-breeding, 
Cytology and Horticulture. Has an experience of work in the various 
experimental and breeding stations under the Federal and State Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture (U.S.A.) 

Their work consists mainly in plant-breeding with a view to the 
production of improved strains of staple agricultural crops and in 
economic work in general, from a botanical standpoint, on agricultural 
croxm. 

(/) Paddy being the main crop of Bengal, is naturally receiving the 
chief attention of the Botanical Section. By a process of selection 
Mr. Hector has^^produced two varieties of rice, both of which have a 
yield largely in excess of the average yield of the varieties ordinarily 
grown in Bengal. 

(^) Rupees 22,200 per annum on an average. 

(/i) A statement is given below:— 


TMr. 


SftIftrlM. 

Siitabllahmant. 

TranUing kllowanos. 



its. 

Bfl. 

Bm 

1918-19 

e •• 

... 45,812 

13,398 

3,988 

1919-20 


44,633 

16,516 

6,854 

1920-21 

• te 

55,491 

64,819 

11,519 


Revaluation cess in Midnapore. 

232. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on tlie table a statement showing the maximum amount 
of cess in comparison with the rent payable for at least ten tenancies in 
the district of Midnapore (as levied hy the recent cess revaluation) P 

(6) Has the attention of the Hon’hie the Member been drawn to the 
fact that the assessment of the road-cess under Bengal Act IX of 1880 in 
the district of Midnapore, is being made upon a basis which has in some 
cases caused extreme hardship to the tenants? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that in some tenancies the 
amount of the revaluation cess has almost come up to the actual rent 
payable for the tennnoyr 

(d) W) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
expert judicial opinion on the meaning of the phrase ** annual value 


(u) whether the auuual value of a raiyat’s holding can be assessed 
upon the profits receivable by the raiyat from his hhagchatiSf and also 
whether cesses can be assessed upon it P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) A statement is placed below— 


SmUl No. 


Hont pnld by tonur*- 
btSdar. 

Anna*l v.ja. of 
ttM tenure. 

CeNi deiiuknd ■ 



Ub. 

A. 

p. 

Ub. 

A. 

1*. 

Um. a. 

p. 

1 

• St 

7 

0 

0 

610 

5 

0 

37 15 

0 

2 


6 

5 

0 

60 

4 

0 

3 9 

0 

3 

• •• 

3 

8 

3 

72 

8 

fl 

4 7 

0 

4 


116 

7 

7 

1,296 

10 

0 

77 6 

0 

6 

• •• 

16 

6 

4 

202 

15 

0 

12 2 

0 

6 

• •• 

968 

15 

104 

3,361 

9 

0 

179 8 

0 

7 


1,746 15 

9 

5,508 

4 

0 

289 n 

0 

8 

••• 

18 

1 

2 

123 

5 

0 

7 2 

0 

9 

• »• 

1 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

1 15 

0 

10 


1 

4 

0 

39 

12 

0 

2 7 

0 


(6) Ko such case has been brought io the knowledge of Government. 

(c) Yes. In some cases the cesses have not only come up to the actual 
rent payable for the tenancies, but have exceeded them, as the cesses 
payable by the tenui*e-holder8 do not depend on the rent paid by the tenure- 
holders but on the annual value of the tenures —vide section 4 of the 
Bengal Cess Act, 1880. 

(d) (i) As the meaning of the section is clear, no expert judicial 
opinion appears necessary. 

(u) Yes. [Vide note to section 24 of the Cess Act, 1880 (Bengal 
Act IX of 1880), on page 12 of the Bengal Cess Manual, 1919, which 
is based on legal opinion.] 


Calcutta Technical Evening School. 

233. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; (a) Willthe Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of tie Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to stole what amount of Dioney grant, if any, was made by Gov¬ 
ernment to the Calcutta Technical Evening School in 1920-21P 

(b) What was the total number of students on the rolls of the school 
on the Blst Maich, 1921, showing their nationality (Indian, Anglo- 
Indian and European) and also the names of the firms to which they 
belong P 



prettent, provide theoretical training for the apprentices employed in 
the large industrial workshops in and around Calcutta P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will fhe Hon'ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made and, 
if so, with what results as to whether the industrial workshops, which 
are likely to send their apprentices to the Calcutta Technical School for 
training, freely admit Indians as apprentices in their firms P 

(e) Will the llon’ble tho Minister be pleased to state what amount 
of money, if any, these industrial workshops paid towards the upkeep 
of the Calcutta Technical Evening School during the year 1920-21P 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to make it a condition prece¬ 
dent that these workshops should freely admit Indian Engineering 
apprentices before they can be permitted to send their apprentices for 
training to the proposed Calcutta Technical School P If not, why not P 

(y) Is it in contemplation to levy any contribution from any of 
these industrial firms, towards the upkeep of the proposed Calcutta 
Technical School P 

(h) What is the latest estimate of the cost of the proposed Calcutta 
Technical School in—(t) capital expenditure, (u) recurring expen¬ 
diture ? 

(t) How much has tdready been spent in capital expenditure P 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Ks. 2,000. 

(6) The total niunber of students on the roll during the year ending 
dlst December, 1920, was 166, of whom 98 were Indians and 68 Anglo- 
Indians and Europeans. Of these, 12 were private students and the 
rest belonged to the following:— 


Messrs. Bum & Co. 

Messrs. John King & Co 
Messrs. Jessop & Co 
East Indian Railway Company 
Calcutta Port Commissioners 
Messrs. Balmer, Lawrie & Co 
Vulcan Iron Works 
Garden Reach Engineering 
McNeil* Co.) 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co 
Calcutta Tramways Company 
Russa Engineering Works 
Cossipore Shell Factory 


• •• 


• « • 


• t • 

• 4 • 

Works 

• • • 



... 61 

... 10 
... 16 
... 17 
... 10 
... 6 
... 2 
(Messrs. 

... 4 * 

... 10 
... 2 
... 3 


(c) Yei. 

(({) An inquiry was made of the workshops who take apprentices and 
replies receiyed from them were, without exception, in the affirmatiye. 


Bs. 

(•) Messrs. Bum & Co ... ... T50 

East Indian Railway ... ... 600 

Messrs Jessop & Co ... ... 250 

Messrs. John King & Co ... ... 250 


(/) Ko. Covemment do not consider it necessary or desirable to 
impose any such condition, but prefer to rely on the goodwill of the firms 
concerned. 

(g) The question has not yet been finally decided. 

(^) (t) Capital cost— 

Es. 

For land ... ... ... 10,26,400 

For ground floor of the school building ... 2,39,704 

Furniture and equipment ... ... 1,00,000 

Total ... 13,66,104 

JVl.a.-'Tha two opper floon sro eitimstod to eoot sn sdditioDOl Bi. 4 likbi. 

(tt) Recurring cost—^Rs. 1,29,800. 

(t) Rs. 8,44,030. 

Supply of quinine to dispensaries. 

234. Babu SAILAdA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’Ue the Minister in clmrge of the Department of Local Self-Goyem- 
ment be pleased to state whether he is aware that the supply of quinine 
in the mufassal dispensaries is always inadequate? 

(6) Are the Goyemment considering the desirability of taking steps 
to proyide a sufficient supply? 

ThaHoil’blaSirBURENDRA NATH BANERdEAi (a) The member 
is referred to the reply given at the meeting of 14th March, 1921, to 
clause («ii) of unstarred question No. 64 asked by Babu Tankanath 
Chaudhuri. 


Anti-malarial scheme for the 24-Parganas. 


286. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIl (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov* 
ernment be pleased to state whethei* any comprehensive anti-malarial 
scheme has been prepared for the district of the 24-Parganas P 

(b) If not, whether the preparation of such a scheme is under con¬ 
templation P 

TheHon’bleSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) The 

following anti-malarial schemes affecting the district are in progress:— 

(1) Jaboona; 

(2) f?owi-Suuthi; 

(3) Arapanch, 

(4) Madanpnr-Baragachi; and 
(^) ManikliaU. 

The last has been nearly completed. In addition to these schemes 
the Baitgachi Gong scheme is under investigation and surveys are being 
made. No comprehensive scheme affecting the whole of the district 
has yet been prepared, hut the District Board has been asked to hold a 
conference of the leading men in the district to formulate, in the light 
of local knowledge and information, anti-malarial schemes for the 
benefit of the district. 


Grievances of the people of Chauberia (Jessore). 

236. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the following grievances of the 
l)eople of Chauberia and the surrounding locality within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the District Board of «Tessore, viss:— 

(t) the want of a road leading to the nearest railway station; 

(it) the want of pure drinking water, especially in the summer; 
and 

(tit) the absence of a local charitable dispensary to afford medical 
relief. 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the District Board of Jessore have taken or propose to take with 
a view to the i^emoval of these grievances P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) and (&) 

The Chairman of the District Board, Jessore, reports as follows:— 



cjrofls a riTer which could not he hrid^d for want of funds. In the 
dry season the people can ford the river and in the rainy season can 
cross it by boat. 

(ti) ** A tank has already been sanctioned and the work will bo 
taken up in due course. 

(tu) ** A charitable dispensary has been sauctioned and preliminary 
arrangements are being made.’’ 


Trawolling allowinces to sub-inspeotors of polioo. 

237. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUlOfARJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that in the 
Presidency of Bombay all sub-inspectors of police, including probationers, 
irrespective of their pay, are treated as second class officers for the 
purpose of their travelling allowances P 

(h) Is it a fact that in the Presidency of Bengal sub-inspectors, some 
drawing more than Bs. 100 per month, are treated as third class offioorsP 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of treating all 
sub-inspectors in Bengal as second class officers for the purpose of their 
travelling allowance as has been sanctioned in Bombay? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to place on the table, 
for the information of the members, a copy of the Bombay Government 
resolution 'No. 5345 (Government of Bombay, Home Department), dated 
Poona, the 31st May, 1921, on the subject? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) Government have no 
information. 

(6) and (c) Attention is invited te the answer given to-day to a 
starred question asked at this meeting by Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh Boy. 

(d) Government have no copy of the resolution in question. 


Partition of tauzi No. 127, Khulna. 

238. Bdiu JOGENDRA NATH ROY; (a) In continuation of 
unstarred question No. 191 (meeting of 4th July, 1921), will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Bevenue) 
be pleased to state the monthly expenses being incurred by the partition 
office at Khulna, and the rate at which they are being charged on the 
different estAies concerned? 

(6) What were the expenses incurred during the last three years 
and the amount charged on the different estates interested? 


(<2) Is it a lact that after the disposal of all objections on the 12th 
October, 1920, the original case has not yet been submitted by. tiie 
Deputy Collector to the Collector P 

(e) Are the GoTemment considering the desirability of issuing 
orders to expedite the work of the partition of tausi No. 127, Khulna P 

TiM Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A monthly expenditure of about Rs. 600 is likely 
to be incurred during the current year. The amount is charged rate- 
ably; in proportion to the area, against the estates. 

(6) The expenses incurred during the last three years and the 
amount charged on the different estates were> 


irtftta. 




Bxpendltan iocnnad 
dariog thiM jnn, 
laiB-lf. l»l9>90aBd 
INO-Sl. 






Rs. 

Tausi No. 127 

•os 

sat 


ass 

10,634 

Taazi No. 132 

• •• 

sss 


saa 

4,716 ' 

Tana No. 176 

• OS 

ass 


a aa 

517 . 

Taosi No. 561 

• OS 

ass 


sas 

134 

TauBi No, 67 

•es 

eeo 


sas 

2,719 

TaoBi No. 723 

if a 

sas 


•«e 

451 

TausiNo. 70 


sas 


saa 

361 

Taazi No. 68 

• as 

aas 


ass 

348 

TauBi No. 66 

sss 

saa 


a as 

713 

Tauzi No. 119 

sss 

SSS 

see 

ass 

220 




Total 

sss 

20,802 


(c) No. Fourteen adjournments were given, twelve of which were 
grantetl at the instance of the parties. 

(d) Yes. Papers for drawing up allotment proceedings are now 
being prepared. 

(e) The matter has already been brought to the notice of the 
Board of Revenue. 

GraitU (0 local boards for original works. 

. 238. Mauivi FAZLAL; KARIMS (q) WiU the Hon’Ue the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the district boards of Bengal allot any money 
to the local boards for original works P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the local boards are much 
pressed by the public for village roads? 

(c) Is tbe*Hon’ble the Minister considering the deeinikbility of 







TN Hon*bto Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(6) QoTernment have no definite information on tile subject. 

(c) An inquiry has been made tbe results of wbich are sKown in 
the statement which is laid on the table. 

StaUment referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 239, showing 
the amounts allotted by District Boards to Local Boards for original 
works in 1919-20, 


DMrMBoMi. 


Araeasti 

ftOoUad. 


StiDArka. 


Ka. 


fiurdwan 


1,91,142 


Birblturn 


BADlcurs 


Midnapore 

Uooghly 

Howrab 


28,500 


24-PargADaa 

Nadia 

Jeaawe 

Kbelna 


10,000 


2,500 

19,000» 

9,600*t 


This amount raprcaents road caaa receipta realised in 
the Asauaol anbdiviitioii which are made oyer to the 
Aaansoi Local Board for original works and repairs 
to District Board and Tillage n>ads. Local Boards 
in the other Hubdivisions have been relieved of tbe 
construction and repairs of roads on the creation of 
Union Boards. 


The Local Boards hare hardly any original works to 
do, the w(vk done by them on village roads, 
inclnding construction of culverts, being of the 
nature of repair works. The District Bos.d has no 
objection to making grants to Local Boards fur 
original works witliiii the lump allotineiit made to 
these bodies each year. 


Grants for the maintenance of roads are made to 
Local Boards from which they undertake original 
works. The District Board has no ubjectiori to 
allotting funds for original works if funds are 
available. 


Ditto 


ditto. 


It is reported that the Local Boards hare no com¬ 
petent engineering staff and have no occasiou fur 
executing original works ^her than the construc¬ 
tion of culverts on Tillage roada, which they 
maintain oat of the f unda at their disposal. 


Then bdag ao Local Board* la HaUa aad Bofia tbej bare fceca <8 llt«d frrtn tbiiitate|»cat. 
* Bosh for ortflaalasSiaiiaifyorbfc __ ..A. 









OMrM Board. 

Ameuiti 

1 aUottad. 

Benarki. 

Murshidabad ... 

Ra. 

The Local Boards have no adequate staff for carrying 

Dacca ... 

42,000 

out original works. 

Cakarganj 

3,979 1 

♦ 

Faridpur ... 

42,066 


Mymeoaingh ... 

18,000 


Bajahahi ... 

27,891 


Jalpaiguri ... 

15,481 


Bangpur ... 


Out of Rs. 24,000 allotted for repairs to roads 

Pabna 

2,931 

Us. 5,185 wore apunt on original works. 

Diaajpur ... 


The engineering staff of the Local Boards are not 

1 

Tippera 

31,000 

efficient to look after works of importance. 

Noakhali ... 

28,200 


Chittagong 


Local Boards have only recently been established. 


Expenditures <*4l.>~Givil Works—Public Works Department.” 

240i Mfi 8f Mi BOSEi With reference to the supplementary grant 
of Bs. 2,74,600 made without discussion on the I5th July last, under 
the head ** 41—Civil Works—Public Works* Department,** will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Aj^iculture and 
Industries be pleased to make a statement showing the necessity for 
the expenditure? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 









Stai$ment referred to in the reply to unetai'red queation No, £40^ ihowing 
the neeeeeity for the expenditure covered hy the grant of Re. 2,74^500 
voted by the Legislative Council tn July eeaeion. 


DfriptkM of oobOMOi I Anoaot voted. 


Bs. 

1. Constraction of buildinf(> 1,26,000 
for the CalcutU Teob* 
nioal Schoul, 


2. Gonetriiction of buUdinga 1,00,000 
for the Agricultural 
Institute at Ottcca. 


3. Alterations in and addU 25,000 
tions to the premises 
hired in Beniapuker 
Street for tlie Motor 
Veliicles and Hackney 
Carriage Department. 


4. Special repairs to the 14,000 

second block, Writers’ 

Buildings. 

5. Improrement to the 8,000 

Maids Begistratioo 
Becord Room. 


6. Completion of the Rampal 2,600 
Registration Bnildings. 


Total ... 2,74,500 


Bs|daoattoB of the neeealtr for Ibe 
rapeodUare. 


The cost of acquiring the site of the 
Cflioutts Technical School turned out 
to be more than was expected and this 
has absorbed all the money provided to 

I begiu the erection of the buildings. A 
farther grant of Rs. 1,26,000 has boeu 
necessary to enable tlie Public Works 
Department to start building opera* 

tiODS. 

The land for the Agricnltural Institute 
has already ticen acquired. Last year 
the Ooverninent of India providM a 
sum of Bs. 1,02,000 for the conatniction 
of buildings. The grant was. however, 
received too late to be spent during the 
iMt financial year and through an over* 
sight no provision was made fur the 
work in the budget for 1921'22. 

The premises at Fenwick Bazar thana 
have been found utterly iiisuifiutcDt for 
the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Car¬ 
riage Department.of tho Calcutta Police, 
A house has therefore been rented by 
Government in Beniapiiker Street for 
this purpose and alterations and addi¬ 
tions costing about Its. 26,000 have 
been necessary to make the bouse 
suitable for this purpose. 

The repairs were necessitated by the 
oocurroDce of a fire in tlie office of tho 
Financiai Department in January last. 

The existing accommodation in the 
Malda Registration Record Room Iteiug 
utterly inadequate, it has been found 
urgently necessary to carry out certain 
improvements in that direction. 

This sum was ur^ntly required to com¬ 
plete a combined office and quarters for 
the sub-registrar at Rampal in the 
Khulna district, there b«ng no suitable 
rented building avsilsbie for the 
purpose. 






Roads in Dinajpor. 


241. Babu TANKANATH GHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self*GoTemment he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is no river in the northern 
part of the district of Dinajpur which is navigable throughout the yearP 

(6) Is it a fact that there is no railway communication in the 
Thakurgaon subdivision of the district of Dinajpur and that the entire 
traffic has to depend upon carts on kutcha roads? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the funds of the District 
Board of Dinajpur are inadequate to keep all the roads in proper 
condition ? 

Are the Government considering the desirability of maintaining 
some of the roads? 

The HonlbleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (6) The 

answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) The District Magistrate of Dinajpur, who was also Chairman of 
the District Board, reported last year: ** The money allotted for civil 
works in an ordinary year proves quite inadequate for maintaining the 
roads and bridges in good order and providing additional means of com¬ 
munication.’* 

(d!) The answer is in the negative. The member is referred to para¬ 
graph 9 of His Excellency’s reply to the addresses presented at Dinajpur 
on 24th November, 1919, an extract from which is laid on the table. 

Extract para. 9 from His Excellency*s reply to the addresses presented at 

Dinajpur, on 24th Noveviher, 1919, referred to in the reply to 

unstarred question No. 241. 


• ••••• 

9. Coming now to tiie question of roads, 1 have explained in reply to addresses 
presented to me at HUda why I cannot d^rt from the general principle that 
local roads are matters for which the local authority must accept responsibility. 

» • • • • • 


Latve to Diftriot JudgOi Notkhali. 

242. Munshi JAFAR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state wjiether 
the present District Judge of Noakhali has thrice applied for long leave 
in the course of the last 12 months on the ground of ill-health and inabil- 


The Honnile Sir HENRY WHEELER: The officer applied for 
leave on three occasions during the last 12 months, on two of these 
occasions pleading ill«health—which was not 8upi)orted by a medical 
certificate. Owing to the scarcity of officers his request in his earlier 
applications could not be granted. In accordance with his third request 
he will be allowed leave in continuation of the civil court vacation. 

Endowments and trust funds for the Calcutta Medical 

Ciollege Hospital. 

243. Dr. JATINDRAINATH MOITRAl WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self«Govemment be 
pleased to lay on the table a list of donations and endowments (in 
landed property and money) ^ven to the Medical College Hospital 
since its creation, with a succinct account as to how they have been 
utilized according to the wishes of the particular donors where expressly 
indicated? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 
of endowments and trust funds is laid on the table. Details of the 
donations received since 1852, when the hospital was opened, are 
uut uvailalde. ' 

Stafeimnt r$f€rr$d to in th« reply to unetarred question No. S4S. 

iQTMUd Capital. 

Ba. 

76,300 


4,700 

14,000 


Annad tnUmt. 

Rl. A. P. 

1,331 4 8” 

164 1 6 

468 IS 4 


SftinM »iid obiwU of BadownwoU ipd Tnufc Paodi. 


Prince G ilam Miihomcd Furnf.-^ProTidinK pecuniary 
osaistunce and relief to diatreised Christian patieuta 
on their diHcbHrgo from hoapttaU. The unexpended 
balance of the interest after meeting the piimary 
object of the Trust ia utilised in buying spucial 
drugn and appUances the benefit of the indigent 
Christian patienU while in hospital. 

Hodgson Endowment.—Providing assiatauce to desti¬ 
tute Indian patients on their disoiiarge from 
Hospital. 

Qopal Lai Tagore Fund,—Furoisbing relief to desti¬ 
tute patient>< oti their discharge from h<M>pttal. In 
the event of there being no neoesdty for affording 
relief to destitute patients, the aooumalated interest 
Iw spent for improvement either of the hoe* 
pitsi building or its msosgemeot or in eupplying 
some immediate benefit to the patienta. 




Naidm ftad objeota of ladowatant and Tnitt Tandii 

XbvmM o^ttal. 

AoBoal loUnsk. 


Re. 

Rs. A. P 

Medical College Hospital Fund.'—Affording relief to 
destitute Indian patients on their discharge from 
hospital and hospital improvement. 

12,300 

429 6 10 

Owen John Eliaa Legacy.—General, purposes of the 
hospital. 

13,100 

439 14 4 

G. 8. Fagans Fund.—General purposes of the 
hospital. 

1,100 

36 6 6 

J. B. Robert Fund.—General purposes of the hos¬ 
pital. ' 

1,000 

34 14 8 

Maharaja of Alwar Fund.—General purposes of the 
hospital. 

1,000 

34 14 8 

Maharaja of Burdwan Fund.—General purposes of 
the hospital. 

600 

17 7 4 

Ehettromoni Dutt Fund.—Relief of destitute Indian 
patients on their discharge from hospital or for the 
geuoral purposes of the hospital at the discretion 
of the Pfiuci|)al. 

7,000 

244 6 2 

Moir Memorial Fund.—Providing surgical aid includ¬ 
ing artificial limbs, eyes, etc., for patients of the 
Medical College Uuspical. 

8,300 

289 12 4 

1 

Medical College Samaritan Fund.—Clothing and 

Binoli sums for temporary assistance to poor Indian 
convalescents, IlinduB, Muhammadans andParsees. 

5,000 

174 9 0 

Esra Hospital Fund.—For maintaining the Esra 
Hospital menial establishments. 

Nistarfni Dassi Fund.—For maintaining the estab- 

23,000 

802 15 10 

lishment of the Nistarini Dassi Ward (Eden 
Hospital) and as far as possible for the general 
current ezpeuees of the said Ward. 

27,000 

946 0 0 


Admission of patients into the Calcutta Medical College Hospital. 

244. Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in chnrRe of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to sta^-e whether it is a fact that some patients desiring admis¬ 
sion into the Calcutta Medical College Hospital meet the authorities 







(h) If 80 , are the Government considerinji^ the deeirability of taking 
steps with a view to putting a stop to the practice ? 

The Hon'ble £ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Ko. 

The admission of patients to the Medical College group of hospitals is 
made by the Resident Physician for the medical wards and the Resident 
^Surgeon for the surgical wards. They keep an accurate roster of 
names and, on receiving any order for admission from any of the Visit- 
mg Staff, place the name of the patient concerned on that roster in order 
of priority. No recommendation from any ward authorities, except in 
case of extreme urgency donmnding immediate attention, is considered 
as giving a prior claim for admission. 

(6) The question does not arise. 


Excessive death-rate in Bengali 

245. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state what measures, if any, the Government 
contemplate to combat— 

(t) the excessive death-rate in Bengal; 

(u) the cholera epidemic in Birbhum, Burdwan, Murshidabad and 

the 24-Pargana8; and 

(nt) malaria in the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan, Mup> 
shidabad and Nadia P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: The measures 

by which a reduction of the death-rate can be effected are threefold, 
viz., preventive, curative, t.e., treatment at hospitals and dispensaries, 
and educative, t.e., the dissemination, by means of propaganda work, 
of sound ideas of hygiene and of the methods of preventing disease. 
Government is endeavouring to promote and carry out measures in all 
these directions and will continue to do so, as far as its resources allow; 
but it must have the active co-operation of local bodies and of the public 
generally. In this connection, I would invite the attention of the 
member to the speech which I delivered at the Press Conference on 16th 
July, 1921, in which I said: ** You and I, the Government and the 
people, must co-operate to rid the country of malarial fever, or at any 
rate reduce its scope and the range of its malignant influence. Popular 
information and expert knowledge must be combined and co-ordinated 








their districte, with a view to formulate, in the light of local knowledge 
and information, schemes of water-supply and anti-malarial operations, 
together with the cost thereof and the means of meeting them. I am 
prepared to be present at some of these conferences, if so desired. Thesa 
oonferences will stimulate local interest, focus local wants and views, 
and expert knowledge and local opinion will act and re-act upon one 
another and strengthen one another by their mutual inter-action. 

As regards the four districts mentioned in clause (u) of the question, 
cholera has not been prevalent in an epidemic fbrm in any of them 
during the current year, though there have been some local outbreaks 
of short duration. I presume that the member refers not to any pafti- 
cular epidemic, but to the necessity of preventing outbreaks of cholera. 
I trust that the water-supply schemes formulated by the district con¬ 
ferences will be effectual in this direction and that anti-malarial opera¬ 
tions initiated by them will serve to prevent and mitigate malaria in the 
five districts mentioned in the last clause of the question. I may add 
that an anti-cholera campaign is now being carried out in the district 
of Howrah at the cost of Government as an object lesson to other 
districts. 


Filtered water^upply in Calcutta. 

246. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 1)e 
jdeased to state what is the average quantity of filtered water-supply 
by the Coriioiation of Calcutta to each ward since 1905? 

(h) What is the number of meters fixed in each ward to indicate the 
quantity of filtered water supplied to premises P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say whether he is 
now in a position to state the total amount of expense incurred hy the 
Corporation of Calcutta in procuring the meters for measuring the 
supply of water and the total number of sucb meters? 

(d) When was the system of measurement of water-supply hy 
meters first introduced by the Corporation of Calcutta? 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEAs (a) The quan¬ 
tity of water supplied to each ward is not recorded. Calcutta is divided 
into meter blocks which do not coincide with wards. 

(6) Most of the house meters have been concentrated in certain 
blocks in ward 2, in which the average consumption of filtered water 


ward as the Water Works Department does not work upon ike ward as 
a unit. In June, 1931, the number of house meters fixed in each dis¬ 
trict was as follows 

District I 
District II 
District III 
District lY 

Total ... 2,686 


... 2,080 
... 476 

44 
86 


(c) The total number of house meters belonging to the Corporation 
is 3,369. It is not possible to state the expenditure incurred by the 
Corporation in procuring these meters, but it may be taken that on an 
average the cost is between Bs. 50 and Bs. 60 each. 

(d) A regular system of waste prevention by means of meters was 
first introduced in 1901. 


Muhammadans on tho staffs of tha Privats Ssorotary and 

Military Secretary. 

247. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI ; Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased— 

(a) to lay a statement on the table showing separately the total 
strength, with pay, of the offices of the Private Secretary 
and the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal? 

(5) to state how many of these appointments are held by Muham- 
madaus and non-Muhammadans, together with their names 
and qualifications? 

(c) to state the number of vacancies that have occurred in the above 
offices during the last five years, and the number of Muham¬ 
madans appointed therein? 

ThS Hon’Ms Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) and (h) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(c) Ho vacancy has occurred during the last five years. One assist¬ 
ant from the Private Secretary to Governor's office has gone on depute- 


statement referred to m the reply to clauees (a) and (6) of the 

unetarred question No, 241, 
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Census office at Barisal. 


248. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZiR ALI: (a) WUl the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state the designation and name of the officer who opened the jCensus 
office at Barisal? 

(6) Did he advertise the vacancies in his officcj and did he keep a 
register of the applications received? 

(c) If so, how many applications were received, and how many of 
them were from Muhammadan candidates? 

(d) How many inspectors, head-clerks, record-keepers, sorting 
supervisors, sorters, copying supervisors, assistant supervisors, copyists 
and peons are employed in that office, and how many of them are Muham¬ 
madans? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is a low percentage of Muhammadan 
employes If so, what is the reason for this ? 

(/) What action, if any, are the Government taking to protect the 
interests of Muhammadans in filling up vacancies in the public service? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) Babu Binod Bihari Das Gupta, 
Deputy Magistrate, made preliminary brrangenients before the Deputy 
Superintendent of Census, Babu Hiranya Kumar Das Gupta, joined. 

(&) Advertisements were published in Barisal of the posts of inspec¬ 
tors, supervisors and slip copyists. No register of applications was 
kept. The staff of sorters was selected from among the slip copyists. 

(c) The information can only be given in respect of applications for 
the post of inspector. There were 26 applicants, all of whom were 
Hindus. 

(d) The following is the present staff:— 

Hlnda, 

(1) Inspector ••• 4 

(2) Head clerk, record keeper, and assistants ... 4 

(3) Supervisors ... 18 

(4) Sorters ... 146 

The work of slip copying was finished some time ago. 

(e) The percentage of Muhammadans employed is only just over 
20 per cent. 

The employment being only for a few months, and offering no pros¬ 
pect for the future, it was not thought necessary to consider the pro¬ 
portion in which persons from different classes of the community were 
taken in. 

(/) The member is referred to the answers given to questions 


HabuBmadMi. 

• •• 

2 

42 



Resignation of Government servants owing to the non-o(Mgieration 

movement 


248. Babu JOGENDRA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
numbei*, names and positions of officers under the employ of the Govern¬ 
ment who have resigned their services owing to the non-co-operation 
movement? 

MEMBER in obarge ot POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blo 
Sir Henry Wheeler): A statement is laid on the table. 

StaUment referred to in the reply to uneiarred question No, 249^ showing 
the number^ names and position of ojfficers under the Government of 
Bengal who have resigned their posts as a result of the non^co^opera- 
lion movement. 

Nkbw. PodtloB. 

1. Nripendra Chatidra Bflnarji ... Professor of Esgitah, Chittagoog College 

(B. E. S.). 

... Asaiatant Maeter (on probation) Hare 
School, Caicntta. Claaa Vtll (8. E. S.) 

... Preventive officer^ Collector of Cuetcms, 
Chittagong. 

... Kanungo, employed in JeMsore. 

... Clerk, office of the Executive Engineer, 
Chittagong. 

... Junior clcrt!, Deputy Cominiaaioner’B office, 
Darjeeling. 

... Temporary clerk in the aecond Sub-Judgo's 
Court, Baktirganj. 

... Constable, :j4.Pargatiaa Police. 

;.. Constable, Chittagoug Police. 


2. Baukiiii Ciiatidra Das 

3. Premananda Datta 

4. Suinati Mohan Chattnrji 

5. Pareab Pra«aniia Sen 

6. Jaiigbir Cbhetri 

7. Kamini Knnta Ganguly 

8. Muhammad Monir 

9. Bazlar Kahaiuau 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public 

interest). 

(The discussion on the resolutions on woman suffrage was resumed.) 

Woman Suffrage. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: The trend of the 
argumeots of the supporters of the resolution is that woman was bom 
equal witli man with full liberty of action. Franchise is her birthright 
and man has deprived her of her rights and privileges and subjected her 
to perpetual tutelage and that she has been the victim of convention. 


mcluding politics nor have they taken care to skow kow franckise is ker 
birtkrigkt. They have not explained wkat is meant by birtkrigkt. I 
take it to mean tkat wken a person is born witk a special attitude and fit¬ 
ness for a particular thing, a right to do tkat thing may be called tkat 
person's birthright. Now let us examine, witk what natural gifts she was 
bom, are those qualities essentially necessary or suitable for governance 
or protection of a country? If so, she may be said to have a birthright to 
vote, otherwise not. Eve was never created as an entity and juxtaposed 
by the side of Adam, but she was created out of the rib of Adam 
for the solace and companionship of Adam. She was endowed with 
some milder qualities, graces of person, aptitude to make hef a useful 
wife and a loving mother. The constitution of her body and inherent 
periodical disabilities make her essentially unfit for outdoor work for 
the matter of that, for administration and defence of a country. As 
she is quite unfit for defence and'administration of a country, franchise 
cannot he her birthright. 

It is argued for advancement and protection of her interests it is 
necessary that she should have a voice in the administration of the 
country, for she has some peculiar wants which man is not likely to 
understand. Against this argument suffice it to say that man has invented 
a perfect system of medicine taking into account the minutest details 
of her diseases and ailments without the help of woman. He has deve¬ 
loped the science of child welfare and woman played no part in it. 
Where is then ground for apprehension that man cannot carry on admin¬ 
istration of the country without the help and co-operation of woman, 
and cannot provide for her peculiar wants. It is true that some women 
have shown a little knowledge of the theory of Government and have 
got eloquence and persuasive tone and men have appreciated their 
virtues; that is no reason why she should bo allowed a share in the 
administration as this is not the sphere of activity where she can take 
part without impairing some of the nobler qualities for which she was 
created. True Government consists in presenting before its subjects 
opportunities for the highest development and perfect realisation of 
qualities and faculties inherent in the individuals without interfering 
with the rights and privileges of others. I have no objection to afford 
facilities for the development of womanly qualities and help her in the 
cultivation of those faculties in her which make her a loyal and dutiful 
wife, an affectionate mother and a loving sister, hut I cannot lend my 
support to any measure intended to make her statesmen (should I call 
stateswoman) and warrior or to allow her any share in the government 
of the country which requires sterner qualities of the head and heart. 

The next question is whether it is expedient to allow her vote in the 
Council election. There is absolutely no necessity for Her meddling in 
this affair, it being beyond her sphere of action and undue mixing in 


labour bas resulted in the great development of industry; there is no rea¬ 
son why we should disturb the division of labour between man and woman 
which division has the sanction of ages. Can the advocates of female 
franchise tell us what want of her co-operation has been felt in the field of 
politics? Man is anxious to give her proper education to make her more 
fit for her task and has relieved her of many drudgeries such as spinning, 
etc. In imparting education to females, we committed a mistake in 
allowing Her to be educated on the same lines as sketched out for males 
and by school and college education our modern ladies are losing the 
grace, tenderness and other feminine qualities and advancing more and 
more towards manly qualities to the negligence of womanly qualities. 
Baneful efTect of promiscuous mixing with men and exercise of manly 
qualities is branded on her person and she is showing marked discontent 
towards domestic life taking little care of children and husband even 
during their illness. I know of some ’educated ladies who would oblige 
their friends with their prattle though the husband is rotting on his bed 
with serious iUness. I heard a husband lamenting for his selection in 
his younger days when his brain was filled up with high ideals and extra¬ 
vagant notions about the educated females. By claiming franchise for 
females, she is entering on a new chapter of life and activity. I warn 
the gentlemen of the Council to think thrice as to the future effect of 
such a step when it is not yet too late. She has been encouraged by the 
grant of franchise in some European countries and some of our coun¬ 
cillors are anxious blindly to imitate the English statesman. The 
Englishmen are exercising the right of voting almost from the time when 
they met King John at llunnymede and they did not allow women fran¬ 
chise till yesterday and that, too, under peculiar circumstances, when 
the male population of England was decimated by the ruinous war and 
the help of women was badly needed. That the English statesmen did 
not allow the females to vote for so many centuries is a proof positive of 
the fact that a woman had no intrinsic merit to claim franchise. That 
the English statesmen managed the affairs admirably well without woman 
points to the same conclusion. It is argued that the English statesmen 
were foolish not to allow the franchise to females so long. If foolish 
statesmen of England could raise their country to her present position of 
reigning supreme over the whole world, let us remain fools for some 
centuries and see what we can do by such tomfoolery of excluding women 
from the fields of politics. 

If we allow female franchise the immediate effect will not he much. 
Mahatma Gandhi extended franchise to females on condition of paying 
annas four only and none hut the prostitutes cared to vote though sym¬ 
pathisers are not wanting even amongst females. But gradually it will 
cause disintegration of family life and put an end to the domestic happi¬ 
ness. If both male and female join with feverish excitement of political 


tlie choice of dress and fineries. Europe’s cup of misery on the score of 
women is almost full. It has nearly completed the circle. Women have 
made considerable progress towards the original state of nature. Euro¬ 
pean States have to legislate to keep the females within due bounds of 
decency, and police has tp measure the extent of exposure in the person 
of girls in the streets. Ladies are anxious to forego their womanhood, 
the iumvwLm honum of their life. Girls are taking to manly games and 
habits and thereby they are having broad shoulders like Greek heroes 
of the old and some other parts of their body highly developed which 
quite unsuited them for motherhood. Considerable anxiety is being 
felt in Europe on that ground. Some States have declared prixes and 
special concessions for having children. 1 would ask in all seriousness, 
are members of the Council anxious to bring about such a state of 
things in Bengal? Some of our friends are anxious to give the ladies 
votes only and not seats in the Council, that is, the view not the touch of 
the dear delights, the sight to inflame their hearts, to long for the pine¬ 
apple in frames not certainly to look and linger but to break the glass 
and cut their fingers. I would advise them to accept the lead of wisdom 
and truth and gather honey from the woods. It would be a great I'elief 
to men if educated ladies engaged themselves to fight against social 
evils, tried to improve the comforts of family life, and combated the 
growing evils among modern girls of neglecting their legitimate duties. 
There are numerous fields for their activities. There is absolutely no 
reason why they should he anxious to tread on such rougher grounds 
which men often find uncongenial and show hankering for private life. 
After toils of the day, when a man retires, he naturally expects some mil¬ 
der topics to chase away his cares. Would you like, gentlemen, that 
females too should talk politics and make our home and hearth as disgust¬ 
ing as London was at the time of Dr. Johnson when he says, ** there is 
some female theist who talks you dead.” For the last few days some bio¬ 
scope companies have put an object lesson before the public showing in 
lurid lights the undesirable effect of female activities in politick matters. 
A soldier had a very loyal and educated wife- 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Sham»>ul-Huda): 

I do not think it is relevant what the bioscope company showed. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AMHED: It shows the social 
life. 

The PRESIDENTS You can speak of the social life without referring 
to the bioscope company. 


Khan Bahadur Maulwi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Should I omit? 


The PRCSIDINTX I do not tliink all tliu is relevant. I rule you 
out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: It showed the 
change in social life. So, 1 would advise the ladies to seek happiness 
in domestic affairs minding the welfare of children and trying to improve 
the lot of suffering humanity. ** Far other things their hearts should 
learn to prise: more bent to raise the wretched than to rise.’* 

Babu BURENDRA NATH RAY: Considering the importance of the 
subject of this lesolution I think it would be wrong on my part to remain 
silent. I have heard with great interest the various speakers and the 
divergent views expressed on this subject. I am not opposed to giving 
the woman of our country her proper place. 1 think with the poet that 
ihe woman’s cause is man’s. I have got the highest regard for some 
of them. The great law>giver Manu says:— 

Women ere to be honoured and adored by fathers and brothers, by husbands, 
as also by brotfaers-in-Iaw, who desire much prosperity. Where women are honoured, 
there the Gods rejoice; but where they are not honoured, there all rites are fruitless. 

In ancient India, no doubt, women enjoyed an amount of liberty 
not enjoyed by them at the present time. The women of ancient India 
got wide education and consequently enjoyed dignified liberty. But 
the country was immersed in Cimmerian darkness without the hope, 
without the light for centuries, till the light from the West 
began to dispel the gloom. My friends who advocate franchise 
for women forget that there are functions that are specially to he dis¬ 
charged by woman. The great division of sexes that we find in human¬ 
ity points this out. As has been said by a great woman, ** any attempt 
to bridge over that difference, any attempt to turn a man into a woman 
or a woman into a man. means the throwing back of biunanity, a check 
on its orderly, on its progressive evolution.” Certain distinct qualities 
are evolved in each sex, certain distinct powers are found to be assigned 
to the one sex or to the other. To try to unsex either is to make a 
fundamental blunder. At a time when she has just attained intellect¬ 
ual and physical development, she is to become the mother of children, 
to nurse them, whereas man is, to work for the upbringing of the little 
ones to play his part in the world’s broad field of battle. Why should 
we forget this fundamental difference between man and woman P It is 
necessary that those who are trying to uplift the political status of 
our women, should first try to upUfi their intellectual, their educational 
status? How is it that my friends have done nothing np to this time 
to spread education among the girls of onr country? How is it that 
while some of the ladies of the land and their number is less than a 
miscroscopic minority are trying to vote along with men in the Council 
that they have not approached Government either themselves or through 



and compulsory education of girls r I would tell them Ministering 
Angels/’ how is it that you are not hy the bedside of the sick and poT- 
ertj<4tricken men of the land who are dying not hy hundreds but by 
thousands without succour and without nursing? How is it that in the 
hospitals of this city we find European ladies, ** Little Sisters of the 
Poor/’ ** Sisters of Charity/’ tending the sick and there is not one single 
of our country-woman working for love ? In speaking of the woman of 
the West, Mrs. ^sant has said— 

. . . the gaining of their livelihood leads them unnecesBarily into c»mpetition 

with men. Oat of that competition, oat of that straggle for existence, ont of tiie 
passing of women into the arena of life-struggle, where they have to gain their own 
livelihood and fight with their own hands against the competition of women, out of 
'that has arisen the demand for what is called the higher education of women. That 
is the economic reason underlying the demand for higher education. I presame that 
no Hindu, unless he has lost the fiindu heart, desires to bring about Hie same 
economic condition of things here. 1 presume that he does not desire to educate 
his daughters, and then to send them out into the world to struggle with men for 
gaining a livelihood, to compete with men in the various learned professions, in the 
various commercial undertakings. 

Let, therefore, the women of India take tbeir proper place in this 
country, let them exercise in elevating influence over the children, let 
them prove worthy mothers to worthy sons. Has it not been said that 
there is nowhere to be found spirituality so pure and lofty, devotion so 
strong %nd tender, purity so unsullied and spotless, as are to be found 
in the women of India. Why should she, the woman of India, belie 
all that and hanker after something from which neither our society nor 
our country can benefit. It was after years of struggle that the women 
of England got the franchise only the other day. The Iteforms 
here are only a few months old. Let us wait and see how they work. 
Let us not try to turn everything topsy-turvy now. 

I should like to know how many of my friends here who have 
spoken in favour of this franchise have been asked by tbeir female 
relations, tbeir wives, tbeir mothers, their sisters or their daughters to 
support this movement? How many of them even know about this? 

It is said that they have voted for giving the suffrage to women in 
Madras and in Bombay. Those who had been to these places know 
full well that the purdah does not exist there and unfortunately this 
purdah has made a great deal of difference between the women of Bengal 
and those of Bombay and Madras. I, therefore, cannot support the 
resolution of my esteemed friend M. S. M. Bose. There is no demand 
in the country for the suffrage of woman. Let our mothers, wives, 
daughters and sisters lord over us in the household which is her true 
realm. Let them not be competitors in all that makes life a fierce and 
selfish struggle for place, power and money. Let us wait. liot us not 
try to rush in things.. But this I must say that if this Council decides in 
favour of woman suffrage, I would suggest, for the consideration of 
the Council as weU as for any committee th^t may be appointed, that 



qiiftlififid fom&lss b© allow6d to vot© in th© ©Idotion of .fom&lo candid¬ 
ates to whom a few seats may be allotted. Let them not exercise their 
power of voting in any general constituency of the province, except 
th© TTniversity constituency. 

Kumtr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY and Rai RADHA 
CHARAN PAL Bahadur moved that the question be put. 

The motion being put, a division was taken, the Ayes being 37, and 
Noes 45, the motion was lost, and the debate continued. 

Mauivi EMAOUDDIN AHMED: 1 am opposed to the resolution that 
has been moved by my friend Mr. S. M. Bose saying that the franchise 
sliotild be given to women irrespective of any consideration. 

We are not Calcutta men; we come from the mufassal; our Calcutta 
friends will laugh at us when we say that we have got our own mufas¬ 
sal ideas. There is a saying in my part of the country that if women 
are allowed to attend three marriage ceremonies, they will refuse to 
revert to their husbands* homes. How will it be possible for the mem¬ 
bers of Council to permit their womenfolk to attend the Council and 
mix freely with men, when it is the custom, both among Hindus and 
Muhammadans, to keep their womenfolk in their homes, and not allow 
them to mix with other men at all. It has also been suggested that in 
the case of estates owned by men zamindars, it woxild be better if the 
management were in the hands of the women. There have been in¬ 
stances in which women were left to manage their own estates and had 
officers under them and had shown undue favour to particular officers, 
which has brought an indelible blot upon the name of the whole 
family. With the little education that these women have got, is it 
desirable that they should come out and take in deliberations with 
menP 

Mauivi Yakuinuddin Ahmed has said that Arab women used to urge 
their husbands and friends to war and used to accompany them; but I 
say this was before the Islamic days, when the marriage tie was a lax 
one between man and woman. It is not for me to criticize; the pre¬ 
sent question before us is whether women are to have the franchise or 
not—^it will have to be decided by vote. Muhammadan ladies are very 
loth to come out of their purdah; the fact remains that if we extend the 
franchise to mufassal women, they will not care to come out to take 
part in elections either for municipal commissioners or councillors. 
Another aspect of the question, which has been suggested by Mauivi 
Wasimuddin Ahmed, is this: when a woman has been elected and has 
taken her seat in this Council and taken part in its deliberations, would 
she like to go back to her domestic duties and take charge of the kitchen P 
1 ask ©very Muhammadan member to place his hand on breast and 
answer that question. The time will, I daresay^ come when the whole 


Hsiilvi Takninuddin has said that women used to be allowed to go to 
Mecca to perform pilgrimage; this is correct,.but the universal Muham¬ 
madan law and custom is that she must be elderly and must go under the 
care of some i>er6on who is related to her within the prohibited degrees, 
and is not in a position to marry her. This is the law. There is great 
danger of your not being able to stick to your purdah in earnestness. 
Even in European countries Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria, though 
they were queens., did not give franchise to women. In England this 
fi'anchise has only been given within recent years. Some one has said, 

** East is east, and West is west.’* This is nothing new. In our domes¬ 
tic life we picture the mother in her home with her children round her 
taking care of them and looking to their welfare; this is a beautiful 
picture. I beg of my friends to consider the point before they thirik of 
making our domestic life unhappy. 

With these words, I beg to oppose this motion. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Speaking on the question of woman 
suffrage, one finds oneself in a rather difficult position. It is almost 
impossible to maintain an attitude of strict neutrality or to remain unin¬ 
fluenced one way or the other where women are concerned. I'he finer 
sentiments of man and his spirit of gallantry prompt him at once to take 
the side of the weaker sex. I notice Qiat even some of the members of 
I.oid Southborough’s Committee have succumbed to the uubtle influences 
of the fair and I am not surprised. Champions of woman suffrage point 
out to us the example of England. The example of England need not be 
blindly followed. England granted female suffrage the other day after 
years of agitation. Not long ago in England women were iflassed with 
infants, lunatics, and others mentally or morally deficient. The deter¬ 
mining factor in favour of female suffrage in England was probably rhn 
devastating world war which wiped out the manhood of England. Cham¬ 
pions of woman suffrage lightly talk of equality of men and women. 
Assume for argument’s sake that men and women are equal—for I am 
not going to discuss here the physiological difference between them 
and the physical disabilities of women. If you want equality, then let 
there bo equal justice between man and woman and between woman and 
woman and let the same qualifications of electors apply to women as to 
men {vide Bengal Electoral Rules—^Rule 8, Manual page 112). There 
should be no alteration or relaxation of the rules in favour of women. 
For example, women matriculates should not be allowed the same pri¬ 
vilege as men graduates of seven years’ standing. 

As men are not debarred from the franchise on the ground of living 
on the earnings of women or of being immoral, the theory of oquaUty 
demands that women of the town (who, unlike the bulk of Hindu women, 
possess self-acquired property, not merely Stridhan) should not be 
excluded from participation in the benefits of the franchise. If we con¬ 
cede this, what will happen can very easily be imagined. Women gradu- 



by women of the town. Gawharjans and Aspasias of Calcutta and their 
male aupporters will be sent up by their friends along with some sedate 
and higbly respected blue stocking and, as was rightly observed by a 
previous speaker, our good friends the non>co>operators will not miss 
the opportunity of insulting and ridiculing the Council by sending 
“ puWc women to keep company with public men.” The Tcsolution 
of Kai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur should be opposed, because ii 
we apply the University qualification alone we have to leave out of con¬ 
sideration a large number of highly cultured and educated ladies who are 
as broad-minded, as useful and as intellectual as those who possess the 
B.A. and M.A. degrees of a University. The names of the ladies quoted 
by the Secretary of the Nari Samaj, viz., Maharani Samomay, Bani Sarat 
Sundari, Srimati Janaki Choudhurani were women of parts and culture 
without any University qualifications and there are many who have not 
attended any school or taken any diploma or learnt English or any foreign 
language and yet are highly educated in every sense of the word and 
they would be left out. 

The greatest objection to woman suffrage is the practical difficulty 
which has to be faced, the innumerable crop of election petitions which 
will follow in the wake of each election alleging false personations in 
recording votes of purdah women. We must also consider the enor¬ 
mous burden of expenditure this poor country will have to bear 
in order to provide suitable strict purdah polling booths and 
reliable highly-paid female polling officers at every polling station. 
From our experience of so-called purdah parties in which we find an 
overwhelming proportion of non^purdah women over the actual purdah^ 
nashin, we can safely infer that most of the women who are now anxious 
to participate in the dust and heat of political life will find a suitable 
haven of refuge inside these purdah booths and I cannot see what return 
the country will get for this enormous bother and trouble and expenditure 
and waste of public money. It is said we will derive inspiration and 
receive co-operation from them. Inspiration and co-operation, indeed I 
Can we not get and do we not now enjoy these benefits from our lady 
friends ? Do inspiration and co-operation depend upon their enfranchise¬ 
ment P Is it just aitd fair to burden the country with an enormous 
expense simply to satisfy the petulant demand of a small mioroscopio 
minority for which we are not likely to get any return or any substantial 
benefits P Tbe examples of Bombay and Madras are held out before us. 
Ijet us not forget the social conditions of Bombay and Madras. The 
social conditions of Bombay and Madras are different from those of 
Bengal. The free Maharashtra people have never suffered from that 
terrible affliction called the purdah system. The Farsi women are free 
to enjoy God's light and air. The women of Madras are not shut within 
the four walls of the zenana. Of course there are exceptions here and 


well not to break tbeir heart over the banble of woman suffrage. They 
will do more good to their country and to their community if they 
directed their seal and energy to the substantial work of carrying the light 
of education into the darkest comers of the benighted homes of the 
caste*ridden and pttfdah>stricken women of Bengal. Ignorance and 
superstition are at the root of infant mortality, of premature senility, 
of lowered yitality, of incompatibility of temperament between husband 
and wife and of a thousand and one evils. Let them first of all go for- 
ward to abolish the degrading custom of the slave-market, of exhibiting 
girls to the agent of the bridegroom and exposing them to the risk of 
the insult of rejection if unable to provide a handsome dowry. Where 
is the ivemium on intellectual superiority over filthy lucre or even phy¬ 
sical charms, in this pernicious practice? The abolition of these degrad¬ 
ing customs is more vital, more urgent, more pressing than the empty 
satisfaction of giving them votes. Let us try and reconstitute the 
Hindu Law of Inheritance which unjustly debars a woman from getting 
a just share of her paternal property. Before these bigger issues that of 
woman franchise pales into insignificance. Only a few months ago, in 
this very Hall, our revered leader, the Ifinister of Health, pointed out 
that the Bengali race is dying out, that the death-rate is higher than the 
birth-rate in Bengal. Let the women of Bengal fight ignorance, super¬ 
stition, prejudice, disease and decky, be good housewives, good 
mothers, good sisters. These are more important matters than wasting 
one’s energy in clamonring for votes. I believe that women should get 
votes and they will get votes when the time is ripe for it, whether they 
demand it or not. But the point to consider is: Is it good for them to 
get it at this stage? The whole world is in a state of ferment. Shall 
we nuw add to the turmoil? At the threshold of the Reforms are we 
not running the risk of riding our horse to death? How many of us 
enfranchised men really relish the dust and heat, the din and clamour of 
political life? Should we, without a moment’s pause, try to drag our 
women fium tbe seclusion of the zenana into the arena of party polemics 
and party politics, the atmosphere of insincerity and hypocrisy, of 
broken feutbs and unredeemed pledges? Beware of tbe proverbial 
Laddoo of Delhi ” which, like the apple of the Dead Sea, is fine to 
look at from a distance, but when touched crumbles to dust and ashes. 
The baneful method of utilising the honest and unbalanced students 
are sure to be largely‘applied by the extremists to inexperienced and 
emotional women who are oftener led away by sentiment than guided 
by reason. The practice of playing to the gallery must cease. 
It is easy to gain cheap popularity but it is difficult to maintain 
reputation for steadiness, firmness, and far-sighted statMmanship. 
Swim with the tide, join the war-cry of the masses, advocate non-co- 
operation and hartali and you will at once be dubbed a Mahatma, a 


Kingdom of Heayen hereafter. But the bubble will burst sooner or 
later and there will be a terrible awakening. Carried away by the paa* 
sion of the moment let us not forget the relative fitness of things. 

Sir, in the pamphlet published by the Nari Samaj, members of the 
Bombay Legislative Council, who opposed the resolution for woman 
sufirage, have been called Liliputians. I am sure the supporters of the 
resolution here aspire to be dubbed Brobdignags. I have no ambition 
to be the one or the other. I have not lost my sense of proportion. 1 
am quite content to be styled what I am—not an Adonis, but a plain, 
ordinary mortal, a mere man. Sir, I oppose the motion as premature. 

Before I sit down I cannot forget to take notice of the utterances of 
an hon’ble member who has thought it fit to drag into the whirlpool of 
polemics the sacred names of the womanhood of Islam. I would have 
strongly protested against his conduct could I make up my mind to 
take him seriously. I cannot quite believe that the erstwhile champion 
of orthodoxy and conservatism has really become a genuine convert to 
the cause of female suffrage. I am at a loss to determine whether the 
championship of women's cause by the hon'ble member is in the interest 
of co-operation or non-co-operation. I wonder if his lapse is simply a 
manifestation of the symptoms of his old disease—playing to the 
gallery; and the gallery to-day with the serried ranks of the army of the 
fair is playing havoc with the orthodoxy of many a venerable and 
bearded hon'ble member. I brush aside the wicked and malicious sug¬ 
gestion that the conversion of the hon'hle member dates from June, 1920, 
since which the number of female votes at his command has doubled, if 
not (]uadrupled. I, however, wlio missed the hon’ble member in the 
General Election in December but found him in the bye-election in 
January, having listened with amusement to his speeches for the 
“ Ayes," do not despair of his vote for the " Noes." 

The PRESIDENT: I have made many appeals to members to cur¬ 
tail their speeches, but I am sorry to say it has been in vain. There is 
one point I should like to mention, which may perhaps weigh with you, 
and that is, that there is a rather important meeting at Government 
House at 6-30, and many members would, no doubt, like to attend. 
Perhaps this consideration would weigh witk you in making your speeches 
fewer and shorter. 

Babu dOGENDRA NATH ROY: We can have no objection to the 
principle that underlies the resolution. We desire that franchise should 
be given to women. We, in the East, have always held the women in 
respect. From time immemorial the rights of women to property have 
been recojpised by Hindu Law. If my friend, the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion, had taken the trouble of reading the Smritis, he would have found 
that the Hindus have never harboured the opinion that women exist 



Talent in the West that ** Woman is the lesser man.’* I admit there 
are practical difficulties in the way of recording rotes, especially in the 
case of Hindus and Muhammadans. In the case of Hindu women, tbe 
vast majority do not possess the necessary property qualification and 
are putdahnashin^ facts which should weigh with the Council. Then 
again, in most cases, the wife will not like to go against her husband, 
and rote with him, which will mean that the successful canvasser will 
trap two rotes in place' of one. The whole matter requires careful con¬ 
sideration. But I am sure we shall be in a position to obviate these 
difficulties and recommend that sex disqualification should be removed. 

Rai PYARI LAL 0088 Bahadurs The question has been discussed 
threadbare from all points of view, and requires no elucidation; but 
I would like to say a few words in this connection, in view of the 
public interest it has attracted: At the outset I beg to submit that 1 
feel bound to oppose the resolution moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. My 
chief ground is that there are many difficulties in the way which are 
not easy to overcome. 

Of the women-population in Bengal, a vast majority consists of 
purdaknashin ladies; they are not keen at all about the franchise. 
They will stubbornly refuse to go to any polling station, outside their 
respective homes to record their votes, even if the polling-officer be one 
belonging to their sex. ' 

In certain quarters, it has been suggested that the difficulty may be 
overcome by providing for ptirdahnashin ladies to record their votes in 
their respective houses. It virtually means that the polling-officer, 
necessarily a female, will have to go round from house to house, from 
village to village, with the ballot boxes. If the number of purdahnashin 
voters be pretty large, it would be almost an impossible feat to finish the 
recording of votes, within the prescribed limit of time, in view of the 
length of time likely to be occupied in recording the vote of one single 
purdahnoihin voter; and if the number of such voters be very small, 
I would suggest that such small number should be left out of account, 
and no provision be made for their franchise. 

There is another difficulty with regard to pvrdahnaskin voters. Can¬ 
didates for the council election will not have the opportunity to 
approach them personally, to appeal to them and to urge before them, 
their respective claims fbr election, and the result will be that the votes 
of such women will not be independent votes, recorded upon a due con¬ 
sideration of the respective claims of the several candidates for election, 
but their votes will be the votes of their father, brother or other near 
male relation. 

My friend, Mr. Bose, has begun at the wrong end of the ladder. In 
the Ijocal Bodies—^I mean the union board, tbe local hoard, tbe district 
board and the municipal board—which are considered the various units 


iinder-graduates or lady-matriculates total a very ttuiall number,—a 
mere microscopic minority—^in proportion to the women-population in 
Bengal; they have not been forward to demand franchise in the local 
bodies. It would be wise for Mr. Bose to begin at the lower end of 
the ladder of self-government by demanding franchise for women in the 
local bodies. On this ground, 1 beg to submit, Sir, that the resolu¬ 
tion moved by Mr. Bose, and the other cognate resolutions, standing 
on the agenda, are premature. An early experiment may be made of 
women-franchise in the local bodies, and until such experiment is found 
successful, the present question be kept in abeyance. I doubt not, 
Sir, that in the long run, the experiment will prove successful, and 
that in the fullness of time, full franchise will be extende«l to w(»men, 
and it would be a proud day in the history of Bengal, when a lady-coun- 
oillor will sit together with her brother-councillor, and consult and 
co-operate with him, for the common good of the country. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I beg to rise to express my 
opinion on the resolution and amendments that have been moved re¬ 
garding women franchise in Bengal. This is a very important and 
serious question and should be considered with all the care and atten¬ 
tion which the snbject demands. I think I should be wrong if I 
suddenly jump to the conclusion that franchise should be at once given 
to our women as it has been done in the West, and equal would be my 
guilt if I hold the most bigoted and orthodox view that the women 
as such are never fit for the viglits and privileges which have been 
granted to men. Before coming to a definite conclusion, I think we 
should examine the questions in all its aspects, but as my time is short 
I should refer only to a few broad points. 

First, let me consider the historical aspect of the matter*. It has 
been said that in ancient times noble characters like Khana, Lilabati, 
Gergi, Matrla and in comparatively recent times great women like 
Laksbi Bai, Bani Bbobani and Maharani Samomay, Nur Jaban, Cband- 
bibi adorned this gi'eat land of ours and, as such, the women of this 
country are sure to prove equally competent with men in the field of 
poliiios as well. This argrument is quite fallacious. These great 
ladies are indeed the pride and glory of India,but they are only excep¬ 
tions. How many more such ladies have flourished since their demise f 
—perhaps none. Besides, the condition of the ancient India is quite 
different from modem India. So any reference to these great women 
does not, at all, help the advocates of female suffrage; rather the 
past history points otherwise. 

In ancient India, Arabia and even in Europe what was the position 
of women? In India the sphere of women was confined to the home 
only. They were always guided by their father, husband and son and 


men. On the contrary men did all they could to further, in all possible 
way, the comforts or conveniences of their mothera, sisters, wires iind 
daughters. The Hindu Bishis of old did not give the women the 
right of worshipping their gods and goddesses. The Legislature did 
not give them absolute right in the property. Why were all these 
disabilities imposed upon them? Because they thought the women 
were incompetent to equally discharge the function which could be 
successfully done by men alone, because they thought that there was 
eternal and fundamental distinction between men and women. So 
there could be no equality between men and women in the spheres of 
life. In Arabia even the great Prophet who was the most generous 
and liberal to women did not give tbe women tbe rights and privileges 
which he granted to men. On the demise of the great Prophet when 
the question arose as to who should succeed him to the Khalifat, only 
the opinions of men were ta^en, not even the opinion of Hazarat Aysa 
was consulted. She was only asked to inform whether her illustrious 
husband had left with her any particular desire regarding the succes* 
sion to the Khalifat. In Europe every one knows the women were 
regarded as mere chattels and could own no property of their own: 
such was the state of things in the past. I therefore say that the past 
history points out, in no uncertain terms that the women are not fit to 
do equal work with men in all sphere bf life. 

Secondly, there is eternal and fundamental distinction between 
men and women. By tbeir very nature and constitution they are diff¬ 
erent from men. So if they aspire to do the works which should be 
done by men alone or vice versa the world would be unhappy. I do not 
say that, they should remain ignorant, illiterate and inarticulate; let 
them receive education. Let them develop their capacities, which may 
render them good and useful in the social spheres of life, but I think 
it would be a mistake—a great mistake for them to come and wrangle 
with men in tbe field of politics. Tbe great poet Tennyson in his 
‘^Princess’* has beautifully shown that women should not encroach on 
the fields reserved for men and I say the vice versa case is also true. 
True, in Europe the suffrage is given to women but how long ago. 
Only recently after a great struggle of decades of years, but the con¬ 
dition of the West is quite different from that of the East. The 
analogy of the West does not hold in the East. If you only imitate the 
West without any regard to the tradition of your own country the 
result may be disastrous. ''West is west and East is east.*’ W^t is 
good for the West may be bad for the East and vice versa, I there¬ 
fore say when you like to introduce any change in India you ought to 
consider with all care and attention whether civilization and the pecu¬ 
liar circumstances of the country permit it. Tbu say Bombay has got 
it. Madras has got it. Why should Bengal lag behind P 


least a few years and see how it works in the two sister provinces which 
have extended these rights to the women there. Besides 1 am of opinion 
that the condition of women of Bengal is also different from that of 
Madras or Bombay. In Europe where the women are far more advance«i 
in education and far more different in social matters eve.i there they got 
it after the last great war. I am therefore of opinion that this resolu¬ 
tion is quite premature. 

Thirdly, it is said that the interest and welfare of women may not 
be duly safeguarded hy men. It is argued that the females would be 
better able to represent some questions affecting their interest and 
welfare such as sanitation or child welfare, etc., but I think these 
subjects have already drawn the attention of men and they are doing 
their best in the matter. It is hardly a year that the Reformed 
Council has come into existence and within this short time it is not 
proper for the women to say that men will not he equally able to 
represent their interest and welfare in the Council. It is also wrong 
to say that they have got any separate interest from those of men, for 
their interest and welfare are also the interest and welfare of men as 
well. No man would like that his own mother, sister, wife or daughter 
would suffer in any way; on the other hand every man could try his best 
to do all that he can to further the interest of the fair sex. So this 
argument of the other side also falls to the ground. 

Fourthly, if franchise be extended to women at this stage it may be 
exercised only by a handful of Calcutta ladies, but in the mufassal of 
which I have considerable experience, very few—almost none—will res¬ 
pond to it. I also think that if the females are given the franchise 
they will necessarily belong to some political party or other and it may 
not be uncommon that the husband and the wife will hold diametrically 
different views and that will surely make the house \inhappy. Per¬ 
haps many may laugh at this idea, but such cases are sure to arise. 
Besides, if the females come out in the spheres of politics they shall 
have to fight with men on many occasions and shall have to associate 
themselves in many hard and even unpleasant matters and, I am sure, 
the sweet temper which is a virtue peculiar to them and which makes 
the home calm or sweet will gradually vanish as they will become so 
many wrangling debaters; political speakers and partisans and, in the 
long run, I fear, they will become unsexed. I therefore think that the 
time is yet far off when the resolution like this can be taken up. I^t 
us first try to make the reforms successful among men; let us first try 
to abolish the social and religious disabilities of women before we think 
of their political freedom. 

I fear some of the educated ladies of our province may be offended 
at my attitude which they may call most bigoted and orthodox; but I 


giving effect to the resolution, if it be carried in the Council. I am there« 
fore of opinion that these resolutions and amendments are all prema¬ 
ture and should be withdrawn at present. 

Mauivi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURIl The resolution 
involves the question whether we are ready to grant equal status to 
women with males. The position of women in the world over, indi¬ 
cates that the men have assumed superiority over women and their rights 
and liberties have been circumscribed accordingly. 

Women have been relegated to their present position in society all 
over the world on account of their natural disabilities. They are 
always beet and superior in the question of heart; but are very seldom 
proficient in the qualities of head. Even in European countries, which 
are undoubtedly far advanced in this respect of the women suffrage, the 
principle has not yet been adopted universally. In the Eastern World, 
specially in India, where males and females cannot mix with each other 
freely and publicly, the granting of suffrage is out of the question. 

My friend, the learned mover undoubtedly has the few educated 
sisters living in Calcutta and some of the towns in view in moving 
this resolution and I draw his attention to what a small proportion they 
bear to the millions of illiterate women,of our country. The miiltifarious 
social customs and religious obstructions stand in their way to exercise 
their right* to vote even if it is granted. 

If it is granted for the sake of some of the few educated women of the 
town, it would be a great disaster to our female societies as a large 
number of bazar women of easy virtue who pay rates and taxes would 
come out as electors, with whom no ono would like to associate. 

I do not understand what good tlm women will achieve by becoming 
voters, or what further interest they would try to get which are not 
looked after by their husbands, fathers or brothers. If they want to 
become members of the Council or of the District Board or of the 
Municipalities, I for myself would not like them to be so. 

They would really make harm to the country than making any 
good. It is known to all that women are very sentimental and they 
are always guided hy sentiments. Had not Eve been misguided by 
Satan and persuaded Adam to take the, prohibited fruit and thereby 
brought misery upon themP Did not Lady Macbeth instigate her hus¬ 
band in the murder of Duncan? Besides petty jealousies are ingrained 
in their nature and for that they are quite unfit to be members of deli¬ 
berative bodies. 

The women are physically different from men and they are intended 
by God to perform different kinds of works in life. In the greet divi¬ 
sion of labour of mankind and of the specialisation of their duties wanea 


tke protection of tlie country and other industries. Then why are we 
going to subvert it and bring women to meddle in politics P This wo\dd 
be an innovation which will require reconstruction of society and there 
would be a social revolution. 

My friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed said the other day that 
while hundreds of Muhammadan women are going to Mecca why would 
they not come out of purdah for recording their votes P But, Sir, that 
is a different matter and cannot be compared with female elector's. 
The number of such women is very few, even a fractional part of the 
whole number of females. These women generally go to pilgrimage 
when they become hoary in head and totter for the grave and even under 
our religion they are not allowed to go with any other male’s company 
but to that of their husbands, fathers, brothers, sons and such other 
male relatives with whom marriage is prohibited. 

I am sorry that few of our Muhammadan members who are lawyers 
in profession have supported this resolution. But are they not aware 
that our religion does not allow women to be guardians of the proper¬ 
ties of their children although they are guardians of their bodies P Is 
it not known to them that they are not allowed to give their consent in 
marriage of their children? Why this difference. Why have they not 
been allowed these privileges? Because they are wanting in the power 
of deliberation. Sir, my friend Dr. <T. K. Moitra named some women 
who managed their properties well, but were they not supported by good 
male officers and councillors? There arc no instances in history where 
a female is a Councillor or Minister and wherever there is an instance 
of female influence at the back of males, there had been intrigues and 
dissensions in the management of affairs as in Nur Jahan’s case. 

With these few words, I strongly oppose the resolution as well as 
all the amendments. 

» Rsi Sahib PANCHANAN BARMAs I am afraid I must oppose the 
resolution. Considered as simply as political beings, I t hink women can 
claim to have votes equally with men because they own property and pay 
taxes, and to pay taxes is the criterion on which the vote is based; in 
that case it would happen that women would have votes equally with men, 
but if that is the case taxes have got no morality at all; so we canni'tt 
refuse votes to the public women also; and if we allow votes to the 
public women they will come forward and swamp the women of home 
life; and we shall see fine women —^public women—adorning the Coun¬ 
cil, and what will be the effect ? 

Th® PRESIDENTS We have heard a great deal of public women in 
this connection, and that argument may now be left out. 




think more essential than politics; it is society; and it is in the midst 
ot society that we can liye in peace and happiness without haring to do 
anyUiing with politics; if that is the case the interests of society mnst be 
looked after before we come to gire rotes to women. In the society 
there are different parts for men and women to play; some parts are 
assigned to men and some to women, and if men and women do but dis¬ 
charge the duties assigned to them respectively, the home becomes 
heavenly. I beg to submit that our home is heavenly, but if there are 
constant differences and wi-anglings then the home becomes a perpetual 
scene of discord and unhappiness. We, the Hindus—to use the homely 
phrase—do not say, the house is a house; our conceptiou is not that the 
house is a house but that it is the women in the house who is really the 
house; —^who by their counsel and guidance render it so; so that if we 
draw our wives and women fr^ the house, the organisation of home 
life will dwindle down to utter ruin with unhappiness as its inevitable 
concomitant. 

We have heard of many eminent women in the course of this debate 
such as liani Durgabati, the fighting woman, Rani Bhobani, the 
politician who counselled at the time of Serajaudullah, and there are 
many more. In this connection, I may mention of one of rural memory 
Rani Ranachandi of Jalpaiguri who fought her battles with Kathmas. 
But who were they ? Did they mix in politics ? Did they do anything 
political f Did they come out to have elections to secure votes and debate 
and insist on tbeir political franchise ? Certainly not. They did their 
work quietly at home—a work in which their heart and head had the 
greatest play; they were ideal Grihinis and from that position we are 
trying to dislodge them by the grant of the right to vote. The ideal 
character of a wife is given by the most celebrated and greatest of our 
poets—Ealidas; it is in the story of Sakuntala the most beautiful 
of dramas. When Sakuntala was about to go to her husband’s house, 
this was the advice given her by Eanwa, her foster-father. [Here the 
speaker quoted a few stanzas from ** Sakuntala ” which instructed her 
to serve her superiors with respect; to have recourse to the conduct of a 
good friend to the rival wives of her husband: Never in anger to go 
against her husband, even when treated with slight and harshness; to 
be kind and courteous towards the attendants; not to be puffed up in 
times of good fortune, so young women get to the place of a good 
Grihini ^t is the mistress of the house, those who act in the contrary 
way are the pests of the house.] Hy suhmission is that 
tbe evolution of such celebrated women is the outcome of 
this ideal,—^that too is suggested hy the great poet. When 
Sakuntala asked Eanwa when she might again come to the 
Asrama, she was thus advised. [The speaker again quoted a few 
lines from the same book: ** So doing, you will soon rise to the position 



poaceful Aarama.**] These women of celebrated memory were the ont- 
come not of the grant of political emancipation, but of this noble ideal 
of ministering to the comforts and peace of home. 

My submission is that if we allow women to come out and Tote 
publicly like males, the result will be that they will be quarrelsome; 
their household duties will be neglected and they will not attend to their 
home duties wherein alone their greatness lies. 

With these few words, I oppose the resolution. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY; Sir, at heart I am not against the 
resolution of my friend Mr. S. M. Bose on the subject of female 
franchise. If the Reforms and the Reformed Council are good things, 
how can we deny them to our women of whom the poet has truly sung 
** Oh, woman, lovely woman! Nature made thee to temper men. We 
had been bnites without you.*’ But, Sir, there are some great and insur* 
mountable difficulties in the way which we should not overlook. Now, 
even if polling arrangements are made to suit the zenana ladies behind 
the -purdah in all the general electorates, will their fathers and sons, 
brothers and husbands ever consent to allow the male candidates or theii' 
agents who in majority of cases are bound to be males to be present at the 
polling behind the purdah. The great majonty of them would not like 
it themselves. The electoral rules allow them to the polling booth, 
which, as experience has shown, is absolutely necessary. T think, Sir, 
this is a difficulty almost insurmountable and cannot be successfully 
grappled with in the present state of our society. This is my humble 
opinion in the matter and I should like to know if my friend Mr. Bose' 
could find a way out of it. 

I have no objection to give it to particular sections, such as 
Europeans and 'Anglo-Indians who do not observe purdah, but not to the 
general non-Muhammadan or Muhammadan electorates almost all of 
whom observe .purdah, as in giving the franchise to them we shall be 
giving advantage only to a certain section of the communities where a 
candidate of that particular community, whether male or female, will 
be on the field as a rival to one who observes the purdah system. 

Moreover, Sir, we do not know, what rules, if any, have been framed 
as yet in the provinces where it is said there is purdah system and yet 
franchise to the females has been given. We should look into it first 
and shall then decide. I am sorry that Mr. Bose is silent on the point. 
These are matters of facts and should be decided on such proofs and not 
on sentiment alone. 

R« ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadurt It is sheer mad¬ 
ness to attempt to arrive at a definite conclusion by the way in which 
we have been debating over this matter. In the first place, .may I 


and visit the temples and do everytliing regarding worship in the temples 
beibre men, will it stand in the way of these very ladies if they go to 
the polling booths and record their votes? I do not thiph so. The 
difficulties which have been put forward are all sentimental and theore* 
tical. There are 60 lakhs of men in Bengal who have got the franchise; 
of them 40 lakhs are illiterate; if it can be managed to record their votes, 
it will not at all be difficult to have the votes recorded of these ladies 
who want to have their votes so recorded. Another thing that has 
struck me very much is this. We are presuming that if a woman be a 
voter she will be a candidate for a seat in the Council. But that is not 
a fact. The rules of the Council would not allow that. What Hr. 
Bose has proposed is a change in section 7, only for the purpose of allow* 
ing women to have the right of votes. But the rule which prohibits 
woman from taking her seat ifi the Council will not be affected by the 
amendment proposed by Hr. Bose. For the next 10 years a woman can¬ 
not sit in the Council. Secondly, I And it has also been said that the num¬ 
ber of votes will be very great, but I think that the number cannot but be 
very small because women have to qualify for votes and must pay road- 
cess or municipal or chaukidari tax and the number of women who pay 
such taxes and rates in Bengal is very small indeed. So there is no fear 
that the number of women voters will be very great. So I appeal to the 
House to take into consideration all these facts and not discuss theore¬ 
tical difficulties. Let us be practical. Only the other day when I was 
having a talk with a European friend of mine, he said, ** when will the 
Indians learn the principle of give-and-take as regards their women?” 
He further said, ** at present we have only been taking from them and 
not giving them anything. Let us now give them something.*' 

Mnilvi FAZLAL KARIM: I rise to oppose the resolutions on woman 
franchise. I have given my fullest consideration to the question, but 
I am afraid I am unable to see its utility. It is no question if the 
women want it or not, but the first and foremost of all it will be 
considered if the franchise will be of any good to the country and the 
human race, and if it is required at all. I say ** no.” The country 
will derive no benefit from it and the Council will not increase in 
efficiency with the votes of women. Then for what purpose this 
franchise is demanded. Is it not to satisfy the vanities of some ladies 
that this question is before the House? We have learnt to imitate the 
vices of European countries and not the virtues. European countries 
and other provinces of India have granted the franchise to women, 
and tluit is no reason why it should be granted in Bengal. We must 
look to the result and utility of the franchise and not follow suit with 
other peoples. The freedom of women has made many European homes 
miserable and unhappy to the extr^e, and they would have turned 


far off that the women will be pushed bach to their proper sphere when 
the unemployed question will be too acute. In Europe the freedom of 
women came first and the political franchise later on, while in India 
franchise is ^oin^ to precede the freedom, bringing the same pernicious 
effect in its traiu. It is said the English were fools in' not granting 
franchise to women so long. Sir, they are not fools, but wiser and 
sadder from the experiences of freedom to women and for that reason 
only they were opposing the political franchise to women. Otherwise 
what reason might there haye been to deny the franchise to their own 
women by the English who are adyocating liberty and equality of 
men for centuries P The English have been now compelled to grant the 
franchise out of dire necessity ensuing from want of capable men. No 
such necessity has arisen in India to allow our women to take parts 
in all spheres of life with men, to the neglect of more important duties 
at home. 

It is said the Arab women fought with their husbands in battle¬ 
fields. Yes, it was in times of great exigencies when there was a paucity 
of men and on occasions when tlie country and religion were at great 
stake. But what stakes are we facing now to give our women an oppor¬ 
tunity and temptation to come out of the sacred zenana and expose 
themselves to the cruel gaze of men. 

It is a misstatement of facts to say that the women of Arabia voted 
during the election of Khalifas. It is none the less a, mistake to say 
that Hazrat Aisha Siddiqua voted for Kazrat Abu Baker in truer sense 
of the word. Voice of Hazrat Aisha, the beloved wife of the Prophet, 
was a command to the followers of the Prophet and she was expected 
to know more than anybody else the wishes of the Prophet as to who 
would be the first Khalifa in preference to others. She acted rather 
as an arbitrator than as a voter in deciding the then most vital ques¬ 
tion of Khilafat. 

Much has been said about the birthright of women to franchise, 
but. Sir, who are men and women to decide on the point? In my opinion 
they are not in any way qualified to pronounce any judgment as to what 
is the birthright of women. It is time and time alone that cui give 
the verdict in one way or the other and the time has long ago, in no 
uncertain terms, chalked out the different spheres of activities of men 
and women and call it birthright or whatever you like. In primitive 
ages men and women were working together in all spheres of life; but 
for social and moral welfare of the human race, spheres of activities 
had been marked out for man and woman, and it was not out of courtesy 
and kindness that the outdoor works were set apart for men and it 
was not a matter of injustice and oppression that women were given to 
rule over the home affairs. Do you like to change the aitangement 


thing settled ? Force of theoi'y w birthright melts away when tested 
before practical life. 

It is said that women have hands, legs and brains similar to men^ 
then is it not the birthright of women, if the word birthright has any 
meaning.at all, to take to ploughs and other harder works of life? 
But why they do not claim activities in those spheres is because they are 
not suited to that. Their brains also are not meant for politics or other 
higher subjects. They have got other works suited^ to their constitu¬ 
tion to devote their brains in. It is said they cun make time to deal 
in politics after pertoiming their home duties. I say it emphatically 
that a dutiful and lesponsible woman cannot make time to devote her 
leisure seriously in politics. If she does, it is at the expense of her 
more important duties of home and as a sort of luxury and lecreation. 

Is politics such a trifling thing of luxury or recreation that it should 
be made the sphere of women as their tempting persuasions? I think 
not. 

•It is ti‘ue that many women work hard with men in outdoor affairs. 
But why do they so? It is simply to supplement the earnings of their 
male membei's who cannot eani sufficiently to maintain the family. 
Have men proved themselves unfit or deficient in axlmiuisteiiug the 
country P Then why do the women offe^i* their uncalled-for help in the 
matter? Then, Sir, where is the justification to deu.r the franchise 
to women when it is granted to the dumb driven mass of the male 
population much inferior in rank, intelligence and education to some 
of the ladies of the countrv? Mav T ask if the franchise has been 
granted to them only because they are men ? I say, “ no, nothing of 
the kind.’’ They represent different conflicting interests, there are 
in’bducei's and consumer.^, tenants and landlords, labourers and capital¬ 
ists, and so on. It is only to safeguard those interests that the franchise 
has been extended to those unworthy and unfortunate ones. Xow what 
intei'est has woman different from that of man that he cannot and is 
not ■ protecting from time immemorial, that the woman requires a 
8i>ecial privilege of franchise. 

Bengal is the premier province in India and some crocodile tears 
were shed that Bengal is lagging behind. It is no discredit but is 
worth the wisdom and foresight of the Bengalis that they are not 
taking the opportunity of destruction of social and moral welfare of the 
counti’y by the forelock by granting franchise to women. 

Bengal must lag behind in this matter if she wants to keep her 
position as the premier province of India. The very fact that Bengal 
j jft ja not taken the lead is a matter of serious consideration for those 
who advocate the cause of the ladies from utopia of imagination. 

The ladies have come to remove our prejudices. Ix)ok at your own 
person. You hold your pen and the sword with the right hand, is it 


right handP No, it is not so. It is convenience and wise policy of 
distribution of work that make this differential treatment. SimiUrly, 
the men and women are right and left hands of that intelleotual Being 
who manifests Himself through mankind. The left hand is not used 
for the works of the right hand unless the right hand is disabled. Are 
our men disabled or degenerated to require the help of women in all 
public affairs? Sir, medical science will bear me out that brain ^ork 
exhausts the body more than anything else. So the child is not 
expected to get full nourishment either before or after its birth from 
the mother who indulges in politics or other brain works. The woman 
was created primarily for continuance of human race and anything that 
stands in the way of its full realisation must be shunned by a dutiful 
and-responsible woman. Who has not noticed the pale and emaciated 
figures of average adult lady students of colleges, as if just come from 
sick bed? Ho the advocates of child welfare expect healthy children 
from those mothers? I say it cannot be. Then, Sir, a great econo¬ 
mical question is involved in this matter. If you grant this franchise 
*0 women to-day, you will not have the justification to deny th*em 
entering in other departments of administration of the country. With 
what result? Women will shake off subordination to man and the 
unfortunate men will be ousted from those departments, as women’s 
entry will be easier from tbeir persuasive character, and starvation will 
glare at the face of many men’s families. 

So we should take lesson from the baneful result of women franchise 
in other countries and it should be an eye-opener to us all for serious 
consideration before we adopt it. 

I appeal to you all to consider the matter over again and not allow 
yourselves to be swayed by any sentiment, and pave the way to social 
and moral destruction of the country by granting franchise to women. 

With these few words, I strongly opfxjse the resolutions. 

Babu SAfLAJA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: Sir, at the outset 1 
had no intention to address you on the question before the House. 
Things have since taken such a course that I think I shall fail in my 
duty if 1 were to record merely a silent vote.. 

In these days of democracy, it is no wonder that some of our women 
who have discarded the time-honoured traditions of the East and have 
taken to the Western mode of living will aspire to share with us all 
the privileges of the Beforms.. However patriotic their desires may he, 
I regret, 1 cannot lend my support to the resuluticm of Mr. S. M. 
Bose. I oppose it because it is premature, because its utility has yet 
to be ivoved and because it is not expedient. Much has been made of 
the meetings held in Calcutta and elsewhere where resedutions demand¬ 
ing the right of women to vote and requesting the Gotmcil to accord 


of women in Bengal. It appears tliat this demand has been engmeered 
by a few women who hare no touch with the mass of their countrymen, 
who have no authority to speak on their behalf and who do not or care 
not to inquire into the affairs of the poorer community? If they had 
the courage, to approach the women of Bengal, they would have been 
surprised to find how they still cherish those very ideals which their 
respectable sisters had thought fit to cast away,—^they would have been 
told before their very faces not to disturb their, existing social fabric 
which they prize so much. 

Sir, reference has been made about the women’s franchise in Bombay 
and Madras. Bqt I fail to find how it can be logical to draw an analogy 
in. these dissimilar cases. I may here point out lhat only the other 
day England, the mother of all parliamentary institutions, the cradle 
of fi'cedom, granted this privilege to her women after a strenuous fight 
under exceptional circumstances. It remains yet to be seen how the 
English women exercise their newly acquired right and what would be 
its benefits. Certainly it will be sheer madness to draw comparison with 
England considering the state of literacy prevailing there. France, 
Germany, Belgium, Italy have not extended the right to their women. 
Are the women of these countries less worthy than the women of Britain 
because they have no right to vote? Take the instance of Japan. Do 
the women there enjoy this right? Did that stand in the way of her 
national development? Surely it did not prevent her to achieve the 
proud position as queen of the Pacific. Sir, should I remind the House 
that we ourselves have got to prove before the great British nation our 
own competency to exercise this very right. How on the face of this 
can we consistently think of extending it to our women when they have 
not shown any inclination to exercise even the municipal franchise? 
I wonder how we can go against the findings of the Southborough 
Committee when we are barely a year old P I fail to find out the real 
state of affairs and circumstances that would justify us to amend the 
finding of that august body. Are we to be guided by fair faces and 
sentiments ? 

Sir, I submit it is an axiom that legislators in legislating should 
guide themselves directly by considerations of utility and expediency. 
We have to consider in our decision over the question whether the 
State would or would not suffer if the right is denied. I humbly submit 
that acting on the above principle one will at once find that it is not 
necessary under the present circumstances. I would like to inquire if 
this will drive malaria, if this will prevent epidemics, if this will stop 
famines. I find no benefit to come out of it except helping a parti- 
eular class to obtain power and position through the influence of their 
women. 

Sir, it is a question fleeting the very foundation of our old dear 


House will rise to the height of the occasion and reject, the resolution 
by a vast majority. 

The PRESIDENTS I think I have now come to the end of the 
speeches and 1 take it that there is no other member who wants to 
speak, and I, accordingly, call on Mr. Bose to reply. 

Mr* 8i Ml BOSE: Sir, 1 shall try to be very brief. There seems to 
be a common impression that if women be given the vote, they can be 
elected to the Council. That is not so. Eul© 7 of the Electoral Eules 
only deals with those who can vote. Eule 6 provides distinct quali¬ 
fications for those who can stand. And one of these is that candidate 
must not be a woman. Neither rule 5 nor any of the rules can be in 
any way altered for the next ten years, with the sole exception of sex- 
disqualification for a voter. The Eeport of the Joint Select Committee 
on the Government of India Bill, which was accepted by parliament, 
lays down that the franchise, as settled by the rules, is not to be altered 
for the first ten yeai’s, and that the i-ecommeuilation alK)ut woman 
suffrage in rule 7 is to be regarded as altogether an exceptiou. 8o my 
friends can rest assured that a(;ceptanee of this resolution will not mean 
that women will he able to capture seats in the Council. From what 
I have said it will appear that there are grave doubts as to whether 
the amendments proposing a university test can be legally given effect 
to. For, as the Hou^hle Sir Henry Wheeler has pointed out, this will 
have the effect of narrowing the qualification for women. This Council 
has no power to add or alter any qualification of a voter as provided 
in the rules, except as above. The Joint Select Committee Eeport says 
qlearly that it should be at present outside the i>ower of the Council 
to make any alteration in the franchise. Further, apart from the legal 
objection, these uincndineiits, ns many members have already pointed 
out, lay an undue stress on university examination. There are many 
Hindu and Muhammadan women who, though in the purdah yet, are 
highly educated. Again, it is not fair that the education test which is 
not imi)osed on men should be imposed on women. 

Then, it has l)eeu urged that there is no general desire on the pai't 
of women to get the vote. Thai is not so. I have already spoken of 
the large number of meetings attended by orthodox Indies. There 
was a remarkable meeting in Calcutta of senana Muhammadan ladies 
presided over by a begum shahiba. Then the other day there was an 
important meeting convened by the Women Graduates’ Association, 
attended by Hindu, Muhammadan and European ladies, where a resolu¬ 
tion asking for the franchise was passed. I submit that the point is 
not whether the majority of women want the vote. This objection 
suits the bureaucrat and not the popular representative. 


me and as the opposition has made a very poor show. This is only to 
be expected as reason, logic, and sentiment are all on my side. Mr. 
Nasim Ali, who may be taken as typifying the opposition, has, 
made a violent and, in my opinion, a totally iiTelevant speech, and I 
was glad to see how effectively he was crushed by Maulvi Fa^*iil Haq. 
Bluster and appeal to passion and prejudice cannot prevail against 
truth and justice. Whoever wanted that the women be dragged out 
of the purdah? hlr. Nasim Ali opposes women franchise because then 
there will he lady-magistrates and lady«suhjudges. Sir^- 1 may be 
pardoned if 1 fail to understand the cogency or the relevancy of this 
argument. Some speakers have expressed full sympathy with the 
principle of womati suffrage but ix)int to pi'actical difficulties. I wish 
to I'emind them again that all we have got to do now is to accept the 
principle. So I want more than their lip-sympathy—want their 
votes. My friend Dr. Suhruwardy, after expressing deep sympathy, 
flippantly remarked that he would not vote for me as some body else 
has enteHained him. Sir, this is a sample of the illogical argumenls 
advanced against me. I implore the members here to set aside levity 
for the moment and sei'iously consider the matter. 

Then it is said that women do not defierve the vote. But franchise 
is a thing which if you grant to the undeserved will make them deserve 
it soon. Further what right have we to deny it even if there be only 
a handful of women who want it ? I wish to impress, with all the earnest¬ 
ness I can coiAmand, the fact that this is only a permissive measure, 
and if some women do not want the vote they need not be put on the 
electoral rolls at all, and they are not comx)eUed to vote. Then it is 
said most womeji will not exercise the franchise if gfranted. Even 
if that be so, this does not hurt any body. It is well known that even 
in advanced countries only a small proportion of the electoi's vote. 

I am not competent to discuss the question that this pi-oposal is 
opix>sed to the precepts of Islam. To my mind the mutter had been 
settled beyond all dispute by the eloquent speech of Maulvi F^aal-ul Haq. 
I am loth to believe that this great religion, which for the fii’st time 
proclaimed with a tnimpet-voice the principle of absolute equality and 
gave an independent status to women, has laid down anything not in 
accord with the spiiit of my resolution. The voice of Maulvi Fasl-ul 
Haq, which so passionately defended the great Faith to which he 
belongs from:*calumny, is still ringing in our ears. May I not join my 
voice with his and plead that our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters 
may be accorded the same privilege which was claimed and exercised 
by the revered wife of the great Founder of Islam? 

.1 now turn to the amendment proposed .by the Kumar. It shirks 
the question, brought forward by me, vis.—Ho you or do you not approve 


this question fairly and squarely and seeks to hide behind a committee. 
A committee cannot decide the question of a principle for’us. Every 
one of us has judgement and can say whether he accepts it or not. He 
cannot possibly bind himself to what a committee will decide for him 
on this matter. Then the Eumar seeks to justify his amendment on 
the ground that very few respectable orthodox ladies will get tiie vote, 
that this will be only for the benefit of a few ladies who* have adopted 
Western custcnns and that they will be swamped by a crowd of women 
of loose virtues. He has dwelt of practical difficulties overlooking the 
facts that we can only express our opinion on the principle. Further 
he has overlooked the second part of the resolution. 1 want the Govern¬ 
ment to frame regulations with due regard to the habits and customs 
of our women. 1 have no doubt that, if my resolution be accepted, the 
Government will appoint a small advisory committee. I maintain 
that if the rules are properly framed all our ladies will be enabled to 
vote without any shock to their feeling or to those oi their relatives. 

As a matter of fact the Kumar and the party he rejn^esents are 
really anxious to deny women their elementary rights. This cry of 
public women getting the vote has been put forward to cloud the real 
issue by raising a false issue. 1 trust that this ingenious attempt to 
side-track the main question will be defeated. So I do not propose to 
waste the time of the Council by dealing at length with this false issue. 
The danger that he apprehends about resiiectable women voters being 
swamped by the women of the town is unfounded; and has been brought 
in to create prejudice. Thera are about 23 millions of women in Bengal 
and a very large number of them own properties in the shape of land, 
business, bouses and Government papers; and so on the existing basis 
of qualification they will he entitled to vote. It is to be remembered 
that anybody who pays municipal tax of Be. 1-8 per year or road cess 
or uliion rates over one rupee or any income-tax is entitled to a vote. 
We know what a large amount of Government securities is held by 
women who thus pay the income-tax. So it is apparent that a very 
large proportion of the 23 millions of women is qualified on this basis. 
Can it be denied that only an infinitesimal proportion of these 23 millions 
belong to the unfortunate class? Further, it will be for the Govern¬ 
ment to see whether the danger apprehended is a real one and if so 
whether regulations cannot be framed to obviate this. 

Sir, let me hera appeal to the European members not to remain 
indifferent in this matter which affects the rights of all women—^Hindus, 
Muhammadans and Christians. In the past Europeans have materially 
helped Indian progress and I have no doubt that the European members 
here, though they have remained silent, will by their action show bow 
they value freedom and justice. 

1 hope that the attempt of the party of reaction to deny the just 


Oouncil that they are the sole and supreme judge in this matter and 
. that from their verdict there is no ajipeal ? So I earnestly request them 
to consider the matter calmly and dispassionately. I ask them if it is 
in accord with their sense of justice ihat some women should not be 
allowed to vote, because there may be others who may not wish to 
vote? There is a general feeling all oven* the country that women 
franchise should be recognised. Both wings of the popular party have 
recognised the justice of the claim. Shall it be said that we who claim 
to represent the people are out of touch with their feeling ? One word 
more and I have done. The days of autocracy are numbered—^whether 
it be the autocracy of the white, the Brahmin or the male. The party 
of reaction would stand in the way of national progress and her seeking 
to stem the tide which will inevitably sweep them away. I have 
every hope that this resolution will be passed. But if we lose, defeat 
will not dismay us. Tbe force of nature, the force of time—os the 
Hon*ble Sir Surepdra Nath Banerjea has said—are with us. The battle 
of freedom will go on until success crowns our effort. There can be 
no halt, no retreat; for, “ He has sounded forth the ti'umpet, that shall 
never call retreat.'* 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ^AT: Before the motions on the 
female suffrage are put to vote, I would pray the Hon’ble Member for 
the Qovemment to ^orm the House, whether if the motion of Mr. S. 
M. Bose is accepted by the House in its entirety, the Q-ovemment 
would be in a position to exclude any class of women, e.ff., public 
women, from being electors, by its power of framing regulations under 
the Electoral Buies. 

The PRE8IDENTS I do not know if the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wbeeler 
would like to give an answer to this point. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: 1 am not prepared to give a 
legal opinion off-hand. I have already explained to the Council that 
the proviso to Electoi’al Rule 7 enacts that subject to a resolution of 
the Council to that effect, Government shall frame regulations providing 
for the enfranchisement of women or a class of women. I have also 
explained to the Council that there is some legal doubt as to wbat 
precisely is meant by tbe pbrase *‘class of women”: but assuming that 
regulations are framed, I know of nothing in the rules which will 
permit of the exclusion of women who-fulfil the qualifications laid down 
therein. 

The PRE8IDENT: In view of the fact that the House is practically 
divided on the one question, nam^y, franchise or no franchise, 1 think 


The- original motion was tlien put and a division taken with the 
following resalt:— 

AYES. 


AhifMd, Maulvi YaiiHiiittridlii. 

Ali, Mauivi A. H. M. WASir. 

All. Mr. Sytd Erfan. 

■antrita, tha Hen'Ut Sir tHrandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahailur Aoinaah'Chandra. 
Barton. Mr, H. 

Basu, Baku Jatindra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr 9 . M. 

Charmahar, Babii Raaik Chandra. 

Das, Mr. t. R. 

Dos OHpta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Oa, Babu Fanintfralal. • 

Outt, Mr. Ajay Chundar. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Paraquf, K. a M. 

Chasa, Mr. D- c. 

Cardan, Mr. A. D. 

Had, Mauivi A. K. Faxhul. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Rabqua Uddin. 


Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lang. Mr. 4 , 

Larmour, Mr. P. A. 

Mahramali, MuniM. 

MoKaiula, Mr. D. P. 

Mittar. tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Maitra, Dr. Jatindra Hath. 

Mukharjf, Prafaiaar t. C. ' 

Mulliak, Babu surandra Nath. 

Raikati Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Bhabandra Chandra. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Cbaudhuri, Mr. Kriahna Chandra. 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Babu Jagandra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nbth. 

Ray, Mr. 4 . E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 


NOES, 

Addy. Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Afxal, Nawabsada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waaimuddin. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Aiaharuddin. 

Ahmad. Mauivi Emaduddin. 

Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munahi Jafar. 

Alay, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Aii, Mauivi Syad Muksoad. 

Ali, Mr. Syad Nasim. 

AH. Munahi Amir. 

AH, Munahi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Birla, Babu Chanaahyamdaa. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hafkiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad' 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranatb. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon’bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadav. 

Donald, Mr. 4 . 

Oats, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Pranah, Mr. F. C. 

Ohatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani' 

Chasa, Rai Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 
Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 


Karim, Mauivi Fazlal. 

Karr, tha Hon'Ma Mr. 4 . H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud'din. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Muhammad Ershad Ali. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla. 

Mukharji, Babu Satiah Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu aarat Chandra. 
Mulliak, Babu Nirada Bahary. 

Nakay, Mirza Muhammad Ali. 

O’KInaaly, Lt.^oL Fradarlek. 

O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Poddar, Babu Kashoram. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Proaad Singh. 

Roy, Babu dogandra Kriahna. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
: Chandim. 

I Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 

! Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Riahindra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haaaan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shabaad. 


The Ayes being 37 and Noes 56, the resolution was lost. 


Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Having regard to 
the temper of the House and having regard to the fate of the original 
motion, I beg to withdraw my amendment. 

The PRESIDENT: Your amendment fails. 




Fimmoial position ol Bongid. 

Bobu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: This CouncU reoom- 
mends to the OoTernment that a deputation consisting of the Finance 
M?ember» one Minister and two non-official members of this Council 
be sent to Simla, as early as possible, to represent to His Excellency 
the Viceroy the special pecuniary difficulties of Bengal and its claim 
for special consideration and financial help.’* 

I do not think the resolution requires any speech from me for its 
support. This is a matter in which there is no difference of opinion. 
It is known to this Council that the Government of Bengal have already 
arranged fqr a deputation and we ai*e thankful to the Government for 
the favourable consideration shown in this matter. I hope, without 
taking much time from you, the Council will accord its support to this 
resolution, and we hope that the deputation may he successful in its. 
noble mission and it will be able to induce the Government of India to 
grant favourable concession for tlie much-needed relief of Bengal. 

With these^ words, 1 beg to move this resolution for the acceptance 
of the Council. 

The HonlMe Mr. KERR: Tt is, T think, an open secret that Govern¬ 
ment are prepared to accept this resolution and indeed they welcome 
it. The financial position, I need not say, has been a matter of anxious 
concern to us ever since we took up our duties in January last, and 
some time ago, the Ministers and I agreed that we should go up to 
Sitniu after this present session of the Council and represent our case 
to the authorities ihei-e. When we got notice of this resolution we 
iiiquii'ed whether His Excellency the Viceroy would be willing to receive 
a deputation with representatives of the non-official members of this 
Ooiincil. The reply we received is favourable and we have accordingly 
iimdo all arrangements to start for Simla the day after to-morrow. In 
these circumstances, I do not think I need elaborate the arguments 
which we ore going to jnit forward before the Government of India. 
This Council does not need any convincmg that our claim is just. It 
is the Government of India that we want to convince and we may as 
well 1 ‘eaerve our ammunition for them. But I may say that a careful 
study of the situation has shown us very clearly that what is wit>ug 
with us is a simple matter. Under the allocation of revenues made in 
connection with the Refoim Scheme, land revenue is the chief source of 
income in all the provinces. Bnt the land revenue in Bengal is only 
Bs. 3 crores, whereas in the other mnjoi- provinces it is double or more 
than double that sum. Not only that, but in the other provinces, land 
revenue is capable of expaUsion and is as a matter of fact expanded as 
temporary settlements are made every 20 or ^ years. In Bengal, on 


fundamental defect of the existing |HX)vincial financial settlement so 
far as Bengal is concerned, and it is our business to urge that point 
before the Goremment of India. I hare only one modification to 
suggest in the resolution-and I am sure it wiir commend itself to the 
Council. The resolution asks us to take one Minister. We propose 
to take two, namely. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, who, to use his own 
familiar expression, will press our needs on the Government of India 
with all Iho emphasis at his command and Mr. C. Mitter, who, as 
everybody knows, has made a •careful study of this question and whose 
advice and assistance will be of the utmost value to us. We would 
have been glad to take with us the Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali 
Ohaudhuri, but as he has important public engagements in the mufassal, 
he will be unable to come, but there will' be two Ministers and two 
non-official members of this Council. We deeply feel our responsibility 
in this matter, but we understand our case, and it is a clear case, and 
we shall do our best to make it clear to the Government of India. If, 
as I am certain, this Council passes this resolution, unanimously, W'e 
shall feel that we have the support of the Council behind us and that 
will greatly encourage us in our task. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: I accept the amendment 
that there should be two Ministers. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Salaries of Ministerial Offloers. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: The resolution which stands in my 
name, and which I commend to the acceptance of the House, runs thus: 
** This Council recommends to the Government— 

(1) that the initial pay of the ministerial officers in the lower grade 

of the mufassal courts and offices be fixed at Bs. 60 rising to 
Bs. 100 in 18 years with an annual increment of Bs. 2 up to 
Bs. 58 and then of Bs. 3 up to Bs. 100; 

(2) that the minimum pay of the upper division of the ministerial 

establishment of the mufassal courts and offices be fixed at 
Bs. 120 rising to Bs. 150 with an annual increment of Bs. 5; 

(3) that the scale of Bs. 80—2—^100 for Sheristadars of the Mun- 

sifs’ Courts in Bengal as proposed in the majority report be 
not agreed to and that these posts be included in the upper 
division scale, viz., Bs. 120—6—150; 

(4) that the proposal of the majority of the Ministerial Officers* 

Salaries Committee in paragraph 95, page 92, of their Beport 
that in the case of the upper division the immediate increase 


(S) that the combmed poet the Head Clerk-l^ranslator, Judge’s 
Offices (page 92 of the majority report of the jHinisterial 
Officers’ Salaries Committee) he equal to the post of the 
Foujdari Head Assistant and the salary be fixed at 
Es. 176—10—226; 

(IS) that the Head Clerks in the Civil Surgeons’ offices should be 
placed on an equal footing with regard to their pay and pros* 
pects with the ministerial officers of the upper division (both 
Judicial and Executive) and the other clerks of the same office 
with those of the lower division.” 

The miserable lot of the ministerial officers in our courts is too well 
known to require any lengthy speech from me. Eai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur in his minority, report has shown that taking the 
estimate of Eai Kali Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur as the basis, the prices 
of ^e necessaries of life may be fixed at Es. 67>9'^. The majority 
report also says this: ” that it will be a serious handicap to efficient 
administration if heads of offices were to wink at illegal earnings out 
of sympathy for needy clerks or to feel that the smallness of i»y was 
some partial justification for malpractices. They have therefore recom¬ 
mended in their report that Es. 40 should be the minimum pay.” 
I should think that when they have touched the point of preventing 
the taking of illegal gratifications, the smallest amount that can be 
granted must be Es. 60 as in the minority report. Eai Hahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur has clearly shown that the bare necessaries of 
life of a family consisting of four members cannot be met by anything 
less than this amount. In these circumstances, I hope the House will 
agree to the minimum wage being fixed at Es. 50. 

The next proposal of mine is about the upper division of the minis¬ 
terial establishment. The majority report has fixed the pay at Rs. 100, 
and I have asked for Es. 120. It is only after 18 years’ hard and ardu¬ 
ous work that a lower division clerk can aspire to get into the 
upper division. At this stage of life he will have a large family with 
several children to educate. I have, therefore, proposed that the pay 
of the upper division clerks should be fixed at Rs. 120 rising to Es. 150. 

As regards the Sheristadars of the Munsifs’ Courts, the majority 
report h as proposed a pay for them of Es. 80— 2 —100 and has recom¬ 
mended that the immediate increase in the case of the upper division 
should be limiteil to 50 per cent, of the previous pay. The Sheristadars 
have to do many important duties, and it is only natural that they 
should be given a decent pay and I have therefore proposed that these 
posts be included in tbe upper division scale, vi*., 120—6—^160. 

Their number will be very few and I do not think the Council will 
grudge them this small thing. 


. ^ t 


the holders of these posts haTe to do the dual work of both head clerk 
as well as of translator, and so it is only natural that they should get 
more pay. I hare therefore i>roi> 08 ed that their pay should be fixed at 
Bfl. 176—10—226. 

As regai'ds clerks in the Civil Surgeons’ offices, I beg to submit 
that they have to work very hard and it is therefore only natural and 
fair that the Civil Surgeons’ head clerks should be placed on the same 
footing as the upi)er division clerks and the other clerks of the same 
office as those of the lower division clerks with a minimum pay of Bs. 50. 

I shall not detain the House any longer. It is a well known fact 
that the clerks supplement their income by doubtful means, and it is 
oui* primary duty to stop this practice. With these facts and figures before 
me, I Have proposed that Bs. 50 should he the minimum pay. 

Babu BHI8HMADEV DAB: In view of the fact that there are other 
resolutions on the same subject, I do not x^ropose to move the resolu¬ 
tion standing in luy name. So, I beg leave to withdraw it. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with¬ 
drawn : “ This Council recommends to the Government— 

(7) that the Sheristadars of Munsifs’ Courts be included in the 
upper division in the ginde of Bs. 80—4—140; 

(2) that the starting i)ay of Ihe lower division clerks (judicial 
side) be fixed at Bs. 50.” 

BabuBURENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, with your permission, I beg 
to move this resolution on behalf of Sir Ashutoah Chaudburi. The 
resolution which stands in the name of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri runs as 
follows: ** Tins Council recommends to the Government that the re¬ 
presentation, No. 1408 C.C., dated the 3rd August, 1921,forwarded to 
the Secretary, Financial Departinent, by the All-Bengal Ministerial 
Officers’ Conference, held at BHawanipur on the Slst July, 1921, be taken 
into consideration by the Government in determining the pay of the 
clerks attached to the district courts and offices, iocluding the offices of 
Divisional Commissioners.” 

You wiU be pleased to see that this is a very simple resolution. At 
the outset I must say that there is an impression in the mi^ds of a large 
number of ministerial officers that I am opposed to any increment to their 
X)ay. They forget that it was myself who proposed during the budget 
debate of 1920-21 that a sum of Bs. 10 lakhs be set apart for giving allow¬ 
ance to the ministerial officers. My resolution, though opposed by Sir 
Henry Wheeler at the time, was subsequently given effect to by Govern- 


not consider me as one of their oj^onents hut as one of their firm friends 
who is conscious of their hard loi and who wishes th^ Goyerument 
should do to them nothiugr hut justice. The resolution I am going to 
move is, 1 haye already said, a very simple one, 1 am not opposed to 
the conclusions arrived at in the report of Mr. McAlpiu and Mr. 
S. N. Bay or to the minority report of my friend Bai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur. Both the reports show that those who had been entrust¬ 
ed with the task of revising the scale of pay of the ministerial ofiicers 
entered upon their task not in a half-hearted manner, but with an eye 
to do them real benefit. You cannot, however, satisfy all parties. 
Some of the officers want something more and they consider that their 
individual cases have not been properly considered. 

A very large number of ministerial officers—their number would be 
about 6,000 out of 10,000 such officers all told—iibt being quite satisfied 
with the repoi't held a conference at Bhowanipur under the presidency of 
my friend Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri and submitted their grievances in a 
report to Government. They say that they are unable to reconcile them¬ 
selves to the amount of relief'suggested in the committee’s proposals in 
geneiul and to certain inequalities and anomalies coupled with invidious 
distinctions in particular. They state in their petition to Government 
that the Salaries Committee ought not to have considered the question of 
demand and supply—a fact which was deprecated by tlie Public Seivic'es 
Commission, who had remarked that the only safe criterion fur calcu¬ 
lating the principle of salary was that the Government should pay so 
much and so much only to their employees us is necessary to obtain 
recruits of the right stamp and to maintain them in such a degree of 
comfort and dignity as will shield them from temptation and keep them 
efficient for the terms of their service. These ministerial officers submit 
that their rates of pay in the mufa.ssal are not consistent with the nature 
of the duties and that the principles of im^'ement are inequitable. They 
submit that the Calcutta offices have received better treatment than the 
mufassal offices both in the hands of Messrs. McAlpin and S. N. Bay 
and Bai Mahendra Chamb’a Mitra Bahadur. They regret that the 
Salaries Committee should have considered that the upper grade clerk 
has a margin of profit for luxuries. I may say from my own knowledge 
and experience that this is not a correct estimate of the financial con¬ 
dition of tho upper grade clerks. These ministerial officers further 
state in their representation as one of their grievances that the Salaries 
Committee have exceeded the standard of pei’ceutage fixed by them 
and have re(;oiumended special increase for some offices, such as, the 
office of the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta; Inspector-General of 
Police, Bengal; Director of Public Health; Municipal Magistrate. 
Calcutta*,, and have raised the posts of Bs. 100 and 125 to the level of 
higher posts on Bs. 160 and Bs. 175 and then given the percentage of 



I would now quote only a short passage from their -petition to 
illustrate my j^marks. Let me quote paragraph 15 of the report of 
their conference:— 

The result will be that a district office clerk on'Rs. 80 with 4 years’ service 
in the upper division will now have Rs. 96 as his initial pay—a pay which he has 
already been drawing since April, 1930.when Government was pleased to sanction 
the ad interim allowance to aSord partial relief, while a clerk of the emne grade 
in the offices named above will at once get Rs. 145 or Rs, 130 or Bs. 120 or Rs. 116, 
as the case may be, although both are on the same footing in respect of pay, 
service and responsibility. Again a clerk of a district office now on Rs. 100 having 
10 years’ service in the upper division will have Rs. 120 only, whereas his fortunate 
brethren of the Police Commissioner's Office or Calcutta Collectorate or some 
other similar office, who are on the same footing in all respects, will immediately 
get Bs. 160 or Bs. 100 or Bs. 175 or Bs. 200 or Rs. 226. The Salaries Committee 
have suggested that their recommendations are based chiefly on economic conditions. 
If so, this Conference fails to understand on what ground the district office clerks 
on Bs. 80, Rs. 100 and Rs. 125 have met with a differential treatment. 

These ministerial officers, as you will be pleased to see, further 
submit that even in the minority report same consideration has not 
been shown to the Superintendents and ^eristadars of the district 
courts as has been shown to the Head Assistants and other assistants 
in the office of the Inspector fleneral of Police or attached offices. 

I shall quote from paragraph 22, page 14 of the Conference report, 
to show what the recommendations of the Salaries Committee are:— 

It is also regrettable that Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur did not, in 
his Note of Dissent, show the same consideration tO the Superintendents and 
Sheristadars as he appears to have shewn to the Head Assistants or other 
assistants of the attached offices e.p., he has proposed Rs. 250—^15—326 for the 
Superintendent or Sheristadars while for similar posts or for posts of much lower 
rank in the other offices he has not only proposed higher pay but also suggested the 
reduction of period of increments. For instance the pay of an ordinary assistant 
on Rs. 200 in the office of the Inspector-General of Police has been raised by the 
majority report of the Salaries Committee to Rs. 250—^25—^ while the Rai Bahadur 
has proposed Rs. 275—^25—350, the period of increments being 2 and 8 years respeo- 
tively, as against 5 years in the case of a Superintendent or Qieristador. 

Then the next passage I want to quote from this report is as regards 
the pay of Superintendent of Political Pensions— 

There is a special office at Alipore known as the office of the Superintendent 
uf Political Pensions, the cost of maintaining which is met from Bnperial revenues. 

The Collector of ^e 24-Pargana8 controls it e^fflcio. It consists of 3 clerks, one 
of whom is an TJrdn-knowing Hunshi. It will be found from page 75 of the 
Committee’s report that the Head Assistant of that office has been disallowed the 
ordinary town allowance, a concession allowed to all clerks at Alipore, Sealdah 
and Howrah. 

Then this report i)oiut8 out certain incongruities in the proposals 
of the Salaries Committ^ which you will be pleased to find in paragraph 
29, page 17 of their report. They say:— 



iocoilgniitiM in their praposals whidi dwald .not in faimesB be allowed to etaxid. 
The Oosjunittee appear to hare proposed a post on Rs. 260—^lOe^BOO and another on 
Rs. 200—10—260 for Commissioners’ offioes in Western Bei^^al. Jn Eastern Bengal 
the post oorresponding to that of Bs. 200—10—260 is Bs. 176—0—200. There is no 
reason for this inequality . . These ineqaalities and anomalies should in the 
opinion of the Conferenoe be removed. 

Again we find that the Salaries Committee have treated the staff 
of the office of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police as a separate 
cadre, though it has so long been in a combined cadre with the staff 
of the office of the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. This will he 
found in paragraph 31, page 20.of their report. 

My resolution, as will be seen, is a very simple one. It simply asks 
Government to take into their consideration the report of the All-Bengal 
Ministerial Officers’ Conference in determining the pay of the clerks 
attached to the District Ooui’ts including the offices attached to the Divi¬ 
sional Commissioners. The report is couched not in a carping, fault-find¬ 
ing spirit. The report simply presents the grievances of poor ministerial 
officers to Gt)vemment. Theirs is the short and simple annals of the 
poor. Government have given satisfaction to all their officers by grant¬ 
ing them increments in some instances beyond their expectation. This is 
the first real attempt^ I may say, to grapple with the question of the pay 
of ministerial officers after more than half a century and I hope that 
Government will be equal to the occasion. 

BabuSATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I have got a resolution 
on the same subject. May I speak on' both P 

The PRESIDENT: Tea; but you must move yours formally. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I beg to move the two 
resolutions that stand against my name. They are Nos. 26 and 32. Re¬ 
solution No. 26 runs thus :—** This Council recommends to the Govern¬ 
ment that the majority report of (Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 
M.A., B.L., M.i..c.),of the Committee appointed to advise Government on 
the revision of pay of permanent ministerial officers and menials be 
adopted by Government.’* 

Resolution No. 32 runs thus :—** This Council recommends to the 
Government that the posts of the Nazirs and Sheristadars of mufassal 
civil courts be kept on the same pay as before.** 

The last resolution is rathet a sort of Gompromise because I accept 
the minority report of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur with that 
modification. It goes without saying that the reports in the press and 
several public meetings show in unmistakable terms, that the majority 
report of the Committee did not give satisfaction. The reason foe this 
is traceable in my opinion to the personnel of the Compaittee. The 


belong to tbe Executive side of the seitvice. It would be seen that* not 
a single member^ef the Judicial service was taken in on the Committee. 
The result was—and I am constrained to remark so—^that the cases of 
those who belong to the Judicial side had not been property considered.. 
It would have given satisfaction if a member representing the HiniSter- 
ial Seiviees were taken on the Committee. Tbe result would have been 
that the view-point of. those clerks would have, been more ably placed' 
before the Committee at the time of deliberation's. > It .seems to me that 
this drawback, namely, the omission of a 'member belonging to the 
judicial branch of the service and a representative of the clerks, was 
itself sufBcient to cause disHatisfactioii. Another reason why the major¬ 
ity report has not given satisfaction is that the necessity of the class from 
which the cleAs are drawn was not considered and recognised by the 
Committee. Except the Bai Bahadur, neither Mr. McAlpin nor Mr. Kay 
could be expected to represent the interests of ihe middle class people 
fi'om whom the clerks are reci-uited and it is, therefore, I make bold to 
say, that the majority repoi't has not given satisfaction. The Kai 
Bahadur, himself belonging to the middle>claS8, is quite competent to 
represent their wants and grievances. Therefore, I urge that his repoi’t 
ought to be acceptedr . 

But what is the difference between majority and minority reports. 
Fancy the number of people involved in this—a huge number. The 
majority say that the increase in cost will be Ks. 41J lajjhs,' while the 
Bai Bahadur says that the increase nccordmg to his report would be 
Be. 60f lakhs. The differtmee is only Rs. 20 lakhs.. Now the Bai 
Bahadur tells us that as a matter of fact in actual practice this sum will 
not be required. The amount provided in this year’s budget will suffice 
for the increase even if we accepted the Bai Bahadur’s report. Next 
year there will b6 increase in the recniTing-expenditui'e. I wish that the 
FiimuQe Membei’ will be successful in his mission to Simla and that 
funds will be provided for this extra expaqditure. 

The reason for the difference between the niajoriiy and minority 
reports is this. The majority say that the economic rule of demand and 
supply ought to govern this case, biit, with the greatest respect to the 
gentleman, I imist say that this is a fallacmus arg\iment. Why should 
you bring in the doctrine of the demand and supply when the Govern¬ 
ment hold the monopoly in respect of this matter? Government ought' 
to say that this principle cannot apply to this body of men«who are 
whole-time servants and who have no secondary means of supplementing 
their income. .It behoves Government/to see that this ^dy of men 
should live in decent noinfort and should be above want. Another 
dictum has been laid down in the majority report that' Government ought 
not to bear the whole of the increase in the cost- of living- My sub¬ 
mission is that itris a dangerous doctrine to lay down by Government. 



living would not be borne by Gtoveminent. Wbo else wm bear it f Can 
these poor cleric bear this High cost of living P I fail to understand bow 
the majority report could say that a certain share of the cost of living 
6 thould be borne by the clerks who have admittedly no margin for 
luxuries and are on the verge of starvation. The majority report ignores 
the actual conditions prevalent in the country. Everybody knows to 
what extent the^ prices have gone up. Jbe Eai Bahadur tells us that 
according to his computation the cost of living has increased by about 
100 per cent. I believe that he is nearer the mark. Therefore, my sub¬ 
mission is that the increase granted by the majority report is insufficient 
because m a matter of fact they have failed to take into consideration 
the actual increase in the cost of living. They have cited some false 
analogies. They refer to the jail figi^es which as a rule do not afford 
a true and correct guide. Government buy wholesale and these poor 
clerks purchase at retail .rates. That makes a good deal as regards the 
price. The 60.per cent, increase mentioned in the majority report is 
vitiated hy the fact that they have not taken into consideration the retail 
prices. It is the reta^ prices that ought to be taken into consideration- 
in finding tbe actual increase in the cost of living. The men whom you 
are going to benefit buy their things at retail rates and not at whole¬ 
sale rates. Hiis fact vitiates the conclusions of the majority report. 

Then, a great difference centres round the minimunt wage. According 
to the majority report it ought to be Its. 40, whereas according to the Bai 
Bahadur’s it ought.to be Bs. 50. Now, tbe bill of cost as laid down 
by tbe majority report is purely amusing. I am quite sure that this 
frame of mind discloses colossal ignorance on the part of those gentle¬ 
men who wrote the majority report about the actual conditions of the. 
life of the middle class people. I daresay that the Council knows well 
that every man has at least got five members to support in his house. I 
ask—^Is Bs. 40 sufficient for five persons? I think that the answer is 
etnphatically in the negative. The majority report asserts that Rs. 40 
is quite sufficieut in these days. The Commissioners of Divisions, who 
are all men 61 e:!^perience, men who have spent all their lives in India, who 
have come'in contact with all sorts of persons, I submit, are in a 
letter position than those two gentlemen to say what ought to be the 
p yTtimTiTn Wage. Ju the year 1908 the Commissioner said that Bs. 60 
should be tbe minimum, and tbey accepted, with the greatest reluc¬ 
tance in 1908, the minimum wage of Bs. 30. Now consider the posi¬ 
tion of India of 1908 with India of 1921. Is an inerMuent of Bs. 10 
sufficient? Surely if an increment of Bs. 10 was considered sufficient 
then, the House will agree that it is a most inadequate increase that could 
be thought of now. In tbeee oiroumstances, it is my firm conviction that 
the mihimum pay of Bs. 60 suggested by tbe Bai Bahadur will not 
lelieve tbe poor clerks in the matter of theii initial pay because of the 
high cost of living. Even the Bai Bahadur accepts this with the 



Ooverzunent consider that Bs. 40 is sufficient to keep these clerks; but 
it is not so in these hard days; if they dp persist in this' mmimnm the 
result will be that efficiency, which everycme desires in every service, 
will suffer, l^y submission is^that the Bai Bahadur’s suggestion ought 
to be accepted. * 

I would say one word with regard to the efficiency bar. This effi¬ 
ciency bar places the clerk at the mercy of both the sherisiadar and the 
district officer; therefore, the less the efficiency bar is observed, the 
better for the paities concerned. I should obseyre that this bar. ought 
to be removed altogether in the case of the lower division, and only 
one efficiency bar retained in the case of the upper division. 

Then as regards the second resolution. In this matter I would 
say tliat the Committee is guilty of inconsistency; both the minority 
and the majority reports have told us that the conditions of services are 
beyond tbe scope of their reference. 

We were told^on the highest authority when we considered the reso¬ 
lution on the pay of the ministers that it is a question of status and 
rank. As regards the sherisiadar and nazir, before the constitution of 
this Committee, these two officers used to get the same pay; now a 
^change is suggested, and the sherisiadar is to get a higher pay. The 
nazir’s work is more onerous than the sheristadar’s; and yet they have 
suggested less pay in his case than the sherisiadar’s, and the naziris 
office is made less attractive than that of the sherisiadar. In the pre¬ 
vious Salaries’ Committee in 1905-06 in which the High Court was con¬ 
sulted, and the members of which toured throughout Bengal, they came 
to the conclusion that the pay of these two officers should be on the same 
footing. I eubmit that no case has been made out by the Committee 
for a departure from the iK)sition adopted at that time. I request 
Government to take into consideration that fact: for reasons best known 
to the Committee, only a few judicial officers were consulted in the 
present case; therefore, as a matter of fact, no case has been made out. 

I would like to say as regards the first resolution, that the pay 
the Head Clerk in the District Judge’s office should be on the same 
footing as that.of the Head Assistant of the District Magistrate’s 
office. I may tell you that this difference in treatment between the 
executive and judicial side is solely due to the fact that there was no 
one on the Committee to watch the interests of the clerks on the judi¬ 
cial side; the position of the head clerk on the judicial side is not worse 
than that of the head'clerk on the executive side: the former is in 
charge of the correspondence, in charge of the reiums, the oustodian 
of original wills, in charge of the library, and he is the confidential 
cleric of the Disirict Judge; whereas on the executive side there are 


man, the work of two or three persons is combined, and still no con¬ 
sideration is paid to him. In certain districts in Bengal, for instance, 
Hooghly and Howrah, no consideration is paid to the head clerk, who 
looks after the work of two districts. My snbmasion is that there is 
a yery strong case made out that the minority report of Bai Hahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur should he accepted. * 

MFi RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN being absent, the following motion 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: **This Council 
recommends to the Gofemment to give full effect to the minority 
report of Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur in regard to the reyi- 
sion of pay of the permanent ministerial officers and menials in Bengal.’’ 

Dr, HA88AN 8U HR AWARD Y being absent, the following motion 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: **This Council 
recommends to the Government that the general principle of increased 
rate of pay and allowances recommended by the minority report of the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee be accepted.” 

The PRESIDENT: Items 29 and 30 are identical to the ones already 
moved; I call on Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta to move item No. 31. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta moved, by the way of amendment, ”that 
the following be added at the end of motion No. 26, namely;— 

Subject to the following modifications, namely:— 

(1) That the lower division clerks in the offices of Magistrate- 

Collectors, District Judges, Superintendents of Police and 
Public Works Department be recommended to be allowed 
the following scale of pay, viz., Rs. 36—40—50—3—110— 
^ 5—120 with efficiency bar at Rs. 96; 

(2) that the following general scale of pay, viz., Rs. 120—6—150 

be recommended to be allowed to the clerks in the upper 
diviftion, in place of the following, -suggested by Bai Mahen- 
dra Chandra Mitra Bahadur vis., Es. 100—6—150 for execu¬ 
tive offices. Rs. 100—4—120 and Rs. 100—5—150 for judi¬ 
cial offices, Ks. 110—4-—13(^ for the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment and Rs. 100—4—120 for the Police Department; 

(3) that in the scale of pay, viz., Rs. 150—5—^200 proposed by 

Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, for translators of 
Judges’ Courts, the following appointments be included, 
(a) all collectorate accountants and cc^eetorate head clerks 
of Bast Bengal districts, (h) all collectorate treasurers, 
(c) all first correspondence clerks of the Public Works 
Department and head clerks of Police offices, (d) three 
assistants on Bs. 125 of West Bengal and four dwietffnts on 

«« • il «_! ! _t no.. 


(4) that the nazir oi the judicial offices, head assistants or Magis¬ 

trate’s head clerks be recommended to be allowed a scale ol 
pay at the rate of Bs. 200—10—^250; 

(5) that sheristadars or superintendents of the Executive and 

Judicial offices, sheristadars and revenue assistants of Com¬ 
missioners’ offices and head assistants of the Public Works 
Department be recommended to be allowed a scale of pay 
at Bs. 276—26—360; 

(6) that the pay of stenographers in the offices of the Board of 

Bevenue, Inspector-General of Police and Director of Public 
Instruction be recommended to be not less than that pro¬ 
posed for the stenographers to Tinder-Secretaries and Secre¬ 
taries to Government; and 

(7) that the maximum of the grade pay of the head assistants of 

offices of heads of departments, when direct recruitment of 
assistants (with qualifications similar to those required for 
candidates for the subordinate executive service) is made 
in the upper division, be recommended to be not less than 
Bs. 400 per mensem.* *' 

First of all, I must congratulate Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur for the very able and sympathetic manner in which he has 
reviewed the whole question in his minority report; but.unfortunately, 
financial stringency and financial difficulties have made the Bai Bahadur 
cut down the scale of the mufassal clerks to the lowest minimum. 

The Salaries Committee was authorised to visit mufhssal areas, but 
it is curious that they did not do so. I believe, that is the reason why 
the mufassal officers have been dealt with so unsympathetically in 
the majority report. In this report the expenses of Calcutta have been 
talked about a great deal, and everybody is under the impression that 
Calcutta is more expensive, and that the mufassal is cheaper in com¬ 
parison. I may point out that barring house rent, all other things are 
dearer in the mufasal than in Calcutta, especially articles like cloth 
and various other articles that have .to be brought fronT Calcutta. 
Therefore, in my amendment, I have suggested some changes which 
wiU he necessary for the mufassal staff. 

I suppose it is in the fitness of things that the demand fi>r a living 
wage made by the ministerial establishment can he so oavaliarly treated 
and called '^extravagant demands’* by the two signatories of the majo¬ 
rity report—^themselves memhers of one of the Imperial Services—who 
have been fortunate enough in getting another increase over the already 
extravagant increase sanctioned to them less than a couple of years ago. 
It seems a strange irony of &te that when the Imperial and Provincial 


social status as tlie Proyincial Service men in Bengal and as the Imperial 
Service men in their own country, has been dealt with such a light¬ 
hearted manner. No question of financial stress was raised when it was 
a matter of increasing the pay of the superior servicea, but when it is 
a case of the poor clerks who are clamouring for a living wage we hear 
a great deal of financial difficulties. They do not want comfort or 
luxury—^they just want to be able to live. It seems.that this bugbear of 
financial difficulty has frightened the Bai Bahadur also. It is a case 
of justice which can no longer be denied. 

The case of efficiency has also been discussed. I do not see why 
this question can be raised when it is a question of living wage. It 
has been said that these poor clerks take bribes; if they do take bribes, 
that is an additional reason for-giving them a suitable living vrage to 
place them beyond temptation. 

The Council here adjourned for evening prayer. 

The Council reassembled at 6-30 p.m. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: As I was just going to say, in 
order to check bribery, a good scale ought to be adopted. In this con¬ 
nection, I would like to mention that unless the pay of these clerks is 
improved, it will be impossible to put‘a stop to these malpractices. 
In this connection, I should like to protest against the system of taking 
ddhlist which is so often indulged in by the superior officers. What are 
ddhlis but another way of taking bribes P As long as they accept 
ddhlis, their pernicious example remains a setback against any sti^ps 
that they may take in stopping bribery. 

Then, coming to the various amendments, the first one runs thus: 
**That the lower division clerks in the offices of Magistrates, Collectors, 
District Judges, Superintendents of Police and Public Works Depart¬ 
ment be recommended to be allowed the following scale of pay, vis. 
Rs. 36—40—50—3—110—6—120 with efficiency bar at Rh. 95.*' 

My reason for differing from the Bai Bahadur is this:— 

As regards this amendment, my difference with the Rai Bahadur 
is only as to the rate of increment and the maximum proposed by him. 
It is needless to say that the proportion of appointments in the upper 
division being small, the great majority of cldrks—as many as 86 per 
cent, end their career in the lower division, qualification or no qualifi¬ 
cation. Supposing that every clerk will cross the efficiency bar, the 
Rai Bahadur’s scale will enable him to retire with a pension of Rs. 60. 
This-is certainly short of a living wagel How little it must be for an 
old man, who ^s to educate his grown up sons and pay the marriage 
expenses of his daughters. I believe tbat in Upper Assam also, the 
maximum is Rs. 120. 


clerks in tke upper division, in place of tke following, suggested by 
Bai Mahendra Cbandra Mitra Bahadur, vis., Bs. 100—6—150 for Execu¬ 
tive offices, >Bs. 100—4—1!30 and Bs. 100^—5—150 for Judicial offices. 
Be. 110—4—130 for the Public Works Bepartment and Bs. 100—4— 
120 fOTthe Police Department.** 

My reason is that all these offices should be put on the same scale. 
The difference created by the Bai Bahadur is artificial and there is no 
ground for it. In this compartment, I have put all officers whose work 
is of a similar nature, both in importance and quantity. 

Going to my amendment No. (3) it runs thus: **That in the scale 
of pay, vis., Bs. 150—5—200, proposed l>y Bai Mahendra Chandra 
Mi^ra Bahadur for translators of Judges- Courts, the following appoint¬ 
ments be included, (a) all collectorate accountants and coUectorate head 
clerks of East Bengal districts, (5) all collectorate treasurers, (c) all 
first correspondence clerks of the Public Works Department and head 
clerks of Police offices, (d) three assistants on Bs. 125 of West Bengal, 
and four assistants on Bs. 100 in the Commissioners* offices.** 

These are posts of importance, and cannot be classed in scale No. 2 
mentioned above. The work is also very important, and some time 
ago accountants %nd treasurers were also given the same pay. So 1 
think it is only fair and just that all these should be put on the same 
scale of Bs. 150 to Bs. 200. 

Then comes No. (4): **That the nazir of the Judicial offices, head 
assistants or Magistrate’s head clerks be recommended to be allowed a 
scale of pay at the rate of Bs. 200—10—250.** 

These gentlemen are selected officers; they have very responsible 
duties to perform; the nasirs have to look after the work of the peons, 
check and supervise much important work; therefore I think they 
should get the scale suggested. 

Amendment (5) runs: **That sheristadars or superintendents of 
the Executive and Judicial offices, sheristadars and revenue assistants 
of Commissioners* offices and head assistants of the Public Works 
Department be recommended to be allowed a scale of pay at Bs. 275— 
26—360.'* 

The Bai Bahadur has recommended that the piftTimuTn scale should 
be Bs. 325 forgetting that the sheristadars and superintendents have 
a great deal of responsibility in their work; they are practically Per¬ 
sonal Assistants to Judges and Magistrates. Their.posts compare with 
tlie posts of Begistrara fn the Bengal Secretariat; considering the scale 
of pay given to them as head clerks, before they became sheristadars 
or superintendents, it is only natural that they should be given this 
higher rate. As regards the scale of increment, I think they alinul d 




before tbeir retirement, it ie desirable that tbeir promotion sbonld be 
rapid and so increase their pensions. 

Amendment No. (6) runs thus: ^'That the pay of stenographers in 
the offices of the Board of BeTenue, Inspector-General of Police and 
Director of Public Instruction be recommended to be not less than that 
proposed for the stenographers to Under-Secretaries and Secretaries 
to GoTemment.” 

There are 3 classes of stenographers in the Secretariat, viz. A 
class on Bs. 200—300 plus Bs. 175 local allowance for reporting l^egis- 
ative Oouncil proceedings; B class on Bs. 100—160 till 1916, and now 

Bs. 100—200. Five of the B class men also get an allowance of Bs. 75 
ei^ch for reporting Council proceedings; and G class on Bs. 50—^100 
attached to Under-Secretaries. ^ Both the majority and minority reports 
propose to fix the pay, amalgamate the'B and C classes and fix their pay 
as Bs. 100—240. 

The stenographers of the Member, Board of Bevenue, Inspector- 
General of Police and Directoi* of Public Instruction who, 1 find, 
are now on the grade of Bs. 100—150, $.e., the same pay as the. B 
class men of the Secretariat and before the revision of their pay more 
than the C class men have been proposed to be given a grade of Bs. 100— 
200, i.e., even loss than the 0 class men. Since a separate allowance 
is given for reporting the proceedings of the Goimcil and they all have 
the same qualifications, do the same kind of work, and are drawing 
higher rate of salary than tho C class men in the Secretariat, I fitil to 
see why the pay of these three posts should be lower than that given 
to the stenographers attached to the Under-Secretaries. They have 
also to tour constantly with their office masters. 

Again I notice that in both these reports the stenographers of the 
Commissioners and Collectors are proposed to be given higher pay 
than these three posts though at present half of these posts carry a 
lower pay. It cannot be said that they are less qualified, or Calcutta 
is less expensive, or the stenographers of the Inspeotor-Gteneral of 
Police do less confidential work or the status of Board of Bevenue is 
less than that of the offices to which these stenographers belong. For all 
these reasons I propose that the grade of these three posts be the same 
as those that are recommended in the minority report for the B and 
C class Secretariat stenographers and those attached to Collectors and 
Commissioners, t. Bs. 100—240. 

My last amendment is this: ‘'That the maximum of the grade pay 
of the head assistants of offices of heads of departments, when dirocl 
recruitment of assistants (with qualifications similar to those required 






> These officers are recruited from candidates who get jthemselves 
nominated for the subordinate - executiye service. Their qualifications 
and work are particularly the same. Putting the maximum of the 
officers of the subordinate executive service at Bs. 450; it is only fair 
that these officers should get Bs. 400 a month. 

Coming to the financial question, I find that the scheme of the 
majority report will cost Bs. 41 lakhs and that of the minority report 
will cost Rs. 13 lakhs more,; my scheme will cost Bs. 6 lakhs more 
than that of the minority report; this is not a very large sum, consider¬ 
ing that we are going to give these persons a living wage, a scale which 
is smaller than the rate of pay given to other services | so I think it 
is only fair that the scales recommended by me should be adopted. 

With these words, I commend my amendment toe the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mltnshi MAKRAMALI being absent, the following resolution, 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn ^—**Thi8 Council 
recommends to the Government that early effect be given td* the recom¬ 
mendations contained in the minority report of the Committee appointed 
to advise the Government on the revision of pay of permanent ministerial 
officers, viz., the note of dissent by Bai Maheudra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur, with the following modifications:— 

Modifications showing scale of hevised ^at of Ministebial Officers 

IN Executive and Judicial offices in Districts proposed by Tras 

Council. 

(1) Lower Division. 

Executive and Judicial. 

Bs. 60, rising to Bs. 120 in 18 years, with one efficiency bar at Bs. 100. 

(2) Upper Division. 

(fl) Executive, 

(t) Sheristadar, Collectorate—^Bs. 260, rising to Bs. 350. 

(n) Head assistant or Magistrate’s head derk—Bs. 200, rising to 
Bs. 260. 

(tu) Treasurer—Bs. 160, rising to Bs. 225. 

(iv) Others—^Bs. 130, rising to Bs. 200, with a charge allowance * 
of Bs. 50 per month—(1) to all head clerks, Collectorate; 
(2) to all subdivisional head clerks; and (3) to accountants 
of district treasuries, or a special grade may he made for 
them. 

(6) Judicial. 

(t) Sheristadar, District Judge’s Court—Bs. 260, rising to Bs.'SbO. 

(ii\ Nazir. District Judire’s Court-—Bs. riainr* 4-^ 'Da ora 


Bibu AMNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ^*This Counca recommenSB 
to the Government— 

(1) that the minimum pay of a ministerial officer of the lower 

division in any office be Es. 40—40—46—6/2—^70—5/2— 
100 with only one efficiency bar at Es. 70; 

(2) that the posts of the Sheristadars (or Superintendents) of the • 

offices of the Divisional Commissioners, District Judges 
and District Collectors be the same us regards status, pay 
and scale and periods of increment; and 

(3) that the post of the Eazir of a District Judge's Court be given 

the same status and pay as that of a Sheristadar." 

« 

.. At the outsets should mention that my No. (1) is like one of the 
amendments of my friend Babu lndu Bhushan Dutta, except that it 
• raises the minimum. We have come to beg; it is only a little lump of 
bread for our poor people; The people whose case we are discussing 
are men des^yving every -consideration; they practically form the back¬ 
bone of the service as well as of Bengal society. It would not be too 
much^to pay them even doable of what I have proposed. Even then, 

1 doubt whether this would be sufficient to keep the pot boiling; but 
unfortunately, our administration is so very top-heavy •that all the 
money that could be exacted from the poor people of Bengal has been 
taken, and little remains for the bottom of the service. Well, from 
whatever can be spared, let us see whether we can make provision for these 
poor people who, as 1 have said, are the backbone of the service as 
well as society. I may also mention that I have noted that the minis¬ 
terial officers in the Commissioners' office have been recommended by 
the majority report to be paid at the scale I mention here, but when 
it comes to other departments, a less amount has been recommended. 

I say there is no reason why this difference should be made. 

Coming to amendments Nos. (2) and (<?); I shall take these two 
together. I do not suggest what amount should be paid, but 1 gene¬ 
rally accept what Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has said on the point. 

I may mention that I think there is no difference in the responsibilities 
and duties of the sheristadars or superintendents of the Commission- 
ei^s, CoEector's and District Judge's offices. In fact, these posts are 
interchangeable; when a vacancy occurs in one office, a sheristadar of 
another office goes across and fills it. But in the majority report the 
sheristadars of the Divisional CommisBioner's offices have been recom¬ 
mended a higher rate of pay. Well, there has recently been a dis¬ 
cussion in this Council whether the Commissioner's office and the Com¬ 
missioner's post are at all necessary* The matter was not carried, but 
at the same time it has been made clear to this Bouse that after all it 


some pkilosophical reason why should they receiTe a higher pay than 
the other sheristadars P Similarly, the posts of the nazir and sherista- 
dar of the District Judge’s office haTe the same status and responsibili¬ 
ties, both represent two different branches of the ministerial offices; 
and I therefore suggest that their status should be the same. 

B^U JOCENDRA KRI8HMA ROY being absent, the following 
motion standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: '^This 
Council recommends to the Government— 

(a) that the minimum wage for a clerk under the employ of the 

Government be fixed at Ks. 50 a month; and 

(b) that the minimiutt wage for a menial serrant under the em¬ 

ploy of the Government be fixed at Bs. 20 per month.” 

Bflbu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: I shaU only move the 
first part of my resolution- 

TIm PRE8IDENT8 Tou must take permission before you can do 
that. 

Babu 81IRENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA; May I have your per¬ 
mission to move the first part of my resolution ? I beg leave to with¬ 
draw the second part as it has been dealt with by previous speakers. 

Th# PRESIDENT! Tou have my permission to move the first 
part only. 

The second part of the resolution was, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAs^This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government, that the initial scale of pay of the full-time 
subsidiary jail clerks be fixed at Rs. 35 instead of Bs. 30 as proposed 
in the report.” 

As regards the second part of my resolution, I beg leave to with¬ 
draw it as it has been dealt with by previous speakers. I only wish to 
speak about the subsidiary jail class. Everywhere they are the whole¬ 
time Government servants and they have to perform the same duties 
as Jailers in other jails. They have of course been given an adrinterim 
allowance, but that is not permanent. Their case has of course been 
considered by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee but it is not 
satisfactory to them. Generally they begin with an initial salarj- of Bs. 20 
a month and the Committee has recommended Bs. 30 as the minimum 
scale. Sir, it is unfair to them. The Bhas Mahal clerks who also used 
to begin on an initial salary of Bs. 20 have been given the Tninimirryt of 
Bs. 35, but as regards these jail classes the difference between their 


a minimum of Be. 35. In view of the majority report their initial pay 
ought to be Be. 32 and it would not entail much expenditure to add 
Be. 5 to their initial salary and fixed at Bs. 30. 

With these words I place this resolution before the House for their 
acceptance. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI, by leave of the President 
withdrew the following resolution: 'This Council recommends to tixe 
Government— 

(2) that the minimum pay of the upper division of the ministerial 
establishment of the mufassal courts and offices be fixed at 
Bs. 100 rising to Bs. 150 with an annual increment of Bs. 5; 

(2) that the scale of Bs. 80— 2 —100 for the sheristadars of the 

Munsifs’ Courts in Bengal, as proposed in the majority 
report of the Ministerial Officers’ Salaiies Committee, be 
abolished and that these posts be included in the upper divi¬ 
sion scale, viz., Bs. 100—5—160; 

(3) that the proposal of the majority on the report of the Ministerial 

Officers’ Salaries Committee, in paragraph 95, page 92 of 
their report that in the case of the upper division the imme¬ 
diate increase should be limited to 50 per cent, of the previous 
pay, be not accepted; 

{4) that the scale of pay for the sheristadars or superintendents 
of both the Executive and Judicial sides be equal and fixed 
at Bs. 226—300; 

(5) that the sheristadars and superintendents of both the Execu¬ 
tive and Judicial sides be given gazetted rank and that 4 per 
cent, of these officers be promoted annually to the Bengal 
Civil Service; 

that the pay of the head clerks of the offices of the Civil Sur¬ 
geons be fixed at Bs. 70—3—100 and that of other clerks at 
Bs. 40—^70; 

(7) that the copyists and the typists attached to the district offices. 

Civil and Executive sides, be included in the respective estab¬ 
lishments, and that their pay be fixed at Bs. 35 to 50 and 
Es. 50 to 80, respectively; 

(8) that the pay of the clerks in the rural Begistration offices be 

fixed at Bs. 30—40 and Bs. 40—60; 

(9) that the pay of joint office clerks and muharrirs in the Begis- 

tration offices (headquarters) be fixed at Bs. 35—45 instead 
of Bs. 30-40.” 


Babu BURENDRA NATH MULLICK; Sir, I do not think 1 should 


speech but we want to have this thing put to the vote as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALi: In view of the importance of these resolu¬ 
tions and also in view of the remarks already made by different members 
of the Cotmcil, I do not think 1 should take up the time of the Council 
by dwelling at length upon this matter. I whole-heartedly support the 
amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta and for this reason that he has 
proposed something in addition to the resolution of Babu Satish Chandra 
Mukharji to the effect that the minority report should be accepted. 

Now, so far as these questions are concerned, there are practically 
two points to be considered. The first is whether we should give them 
the mi yiiTnuTn pay and the maximum pay as stated in this particular 
resolution, and the second point is what would be the effect of this 
1 ‘esolution upon the financial position of the province. It will perhaiM 
be contended that if effect is given to Indu Babu’s amendment. Gov¬ 
ernment would require a very large amount of money and the present 
financial condition being very bad, it would be impossible to meet the 
requirements of the resolution. My short and simple answer is this: 
If once we decide that these are just dues it must be given effect to and 
we shall have to find the money anyhow. The whole question is whether 
the scales proposed in the resolution are really just. If that is so, then 
the Finance Member can very well ask for the supply of money and the 
members of the Council will have to find the money for him. Some 
members of the Council may perhaps say that in case wo can save Rs. 4 
or 5 lakhs we can devote the money for other purposes, say, for 
instance, education or sanitation. But it must be remembered that 
these gentlemen whose pay we want to increase for, as one of the mem¬ 
bers has already stated, the backbone of our society, and I think all the 
members of the Council will agree with me that these ministerial officers 
are some way or other connected with us. In fact, if we go one, two or 
three generations back, we will find that practically all the holders of 
high posts and big offices and all who claim to be high in society are in 
some way or other connected with these ministerial officers excepting 
perhaps a few aristocratic landlords. One thing is certain and it is this: 
that these people are demanding an increase in their pay. They are a 
most competent class of public servants and we must not tire out their 
patience. The last conference of the ministerial officers was held practi¬ 
cally near my house. The way in which this particular conference was 
carried on, the enthusiasm which prevailed in that conference and which 
I could gather from outside, convinced me that there was a re^ and 
genuine feeling and that all that agitation was not simply to have the 
luxuries of life but its bare necessities. Indu Babu’s resolution wants 
to give them a minimum pay of Bs. 60.. Sir, if I am not mistaken, even 


for Be. 60 u minimum pay. It is very reasonable and 1 think the 
Council ought to support it. 

Then, Sir, if Indu Babu’s resolution is carried, it would entail an 
additional expenditure of Bs. 4 lakhs taking Ra. 40 as the average pay 
for 10,000 men. But if we are convinced that it will be of benefit to 
these people, we ought to spend Es. 4 lakhs more. If we could afford to 
spend Es. 12 lakhs more, we would have been justified in spending it. 
Therefore, we ought to spend Es. 4 lakhs taking into consideration the 
fact that in the near future there would be no chance of a revision of the 
scale. 

iVith these words, I beg to support Indu Babu*s resolution. 

Mft Ha BARTON 8 As this is possibly the last day of the sessions and 
as we do not want an important matter like this to lapse, I think it would 
be unfair to those for whose benefit these resolutions have been brought 
up, to take up the time of the Council by another Bi>6ech. I however, 
heartily support the resolution as well as Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s 
amendment. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I am sorry 
that I have to oppose all the resolutions regarding the revision of salaries 
of ministerial officers. I iinderstand that the present position is that 
there is a deficit of about Es. 2 crores and by revising these salaries, this 
deficit will be greater. Where are we to get the money from? Will 
not the Oovemment try to meet even a pie of the expenses of the poor 
famine^stricken people of Bengal? It is really a source of wonder to 
me to see under what principles my colleagues are trying to better the 
circumstances of one class of people from the labour of another class of 
people whose condition is many times worse than that of the former. 
Have my learned colleagues thought over this? Will my colleagues, 
who are very eager to revise the salaries of ministerial officers, allow the 
the Government to levy fresh taxation on the poor people who are already 
overburdened with taxes? Is the condition of the pour raiyats better 
than the ministerial officers? Perhaps the condition of the raiyats is 
better than the ministerial officers because they cannot speak 
and most of them are illiterate? However reasonable it may be, 
I much regret that I am compelled to ask the Government to postpone 
the matter, so long as the funds needed for it are not available. I know 
that my insignificant voice will not he able to rouse the Government, 
but I am afraid that there wiU he trouble if my advice is not followed. 

SHAH BYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali in support of the 
resolutioiv and the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

Th* Hon’Ms Mr. KERRs I think I had begin by explaining to the 
Council the position of Government in regard to this matter. Whatever 


lakhB; and, tKerefore, under the Devolution Buies, the scheme will 
require the sanction of the Secretary of State. Now, the Secretary of 
State has issued orders that in the case of all schemes'which requiie his 
sanction under the Devolution Buies, we are not to lay our proposals 
before the Legislative Council or to ask for a vote until he has had an 
opportunity of considering the matter. That is to say our hands are tied 
because the responsibility rests with the Secretary of State and not with 
the Council, but of course there is no bar to our consulting the Council 
and allowing it to express it's views. That is the object of the proceed¬ 
ings to-day. We have given the Council an opportunity of expressing 
its views on the scales of pay to be adopted and we shall of course take the 
views of the Council into consideration before we formulate our pro¬ 
posals for submission to the Secretary of State. There are just a few 
general points of principle which I may properly ask the Council to con¬ 
sider before it gives its vote on this imxK)Ttant matter. The most impor¬ 
tant point, at any rate, theoretically, is the standard of enhancement 
which we should give. The Committee, as the Council is aware, have 
taken a general standard at 60 per cent., though, as I shall show later, 
the enhancement of pay which they propose in individual cases very much 
exceeds this. The Bai Bahadur, who I am sorry to see is not here this 
evening, in his minority report has taken the general standard at 100 
per cent. Now, our first objection to this proposal is that it is unneces¬ 
sarily extravagant. Tt would no doubt be pleasant for the ministerial 
officers and everybody else concerned if we could hand them on the 
first of next month pay amounting to double the pre-war rate. But, in 
our present financial position, this is not possible. We disposed of the 
case of menials in July last and we are now concerned entirely with 
ministerial officers. The cost of the majority report regarding minis¬ 
terial officers amounts to Bs. 31 lakhs. The cost of the proposal in the 
minority report is about Bs. lakhs, a difference of Bs. 17^ lakhs. 
The cost of the proposals in some of the resolutions which have been put 
forward would roughly amount to Bs. 10 or 15 lakhs more, that is to 
say, a total of Bs. 60 or Bs. 65 lakhs or perhaps more. We shall find it 
hard enough, as it is, to provide a sum of Bs. 30 or Bs. 35 lakhs to meet 
the cost of these proposals. The Bai Bahadur’s proposals are based on 
the assumption that the cost of living has gone up 100 per cent, above the 
pre-war rates and he has submitted various calculations in support of his 
views and the Committee have given others. It is extremely difficult to 
check all these calculations and to criticise the detailed figures, hut the 
best figures, we have in India are thj^se compiled by the Director- 
General of Statistics. They are weighted very carefully and compared 
with prices all over the world and checked against figuresbin other 
countries where statistical arrangements are more comidete they 
are here. The Director-Generars weighted figures show that the post 


sinoe then. It haa fallen in other countries much more than in- India 
and we may reasonably hope that the effects of the fall in Europe will 
be felt here in the near future. I think, therefore, if we take the Oom- 
mittee’s figures of 60 per cent, we shall not be going very &r wrong. 
Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji thinks that we should make up the 
whole loss due to the war. I would point out however that no employer 
of labour has attempted to relieve his employees of the whole of the 
increased coat of living end it would be unreasonable to expect Qovera* 
ment to do so. "We, who have lived through the war, must pay the 
penalty and that penalty for us, who are in India, is far lighter in many 
ways than has been paid by the inhabitants of other countries. Now, I 
should like to touch as briefly, as posible upon some of the detailed pro> 
posals, but before I do so I should clear the ground by saying that we are 
prepared to accept two of the resolutions. The first is that standing in the 
name of Sir Ashutosh Ohaudhuri and moved by Babu S. N. Hay which 
asks us to take into consideration the opinion of the Bengal Ministerial 
Conference. As soon as the report was published we supplied a copy of the 
report to the conference and we have studied the views of the conference 
with a great deal of care and a great deal of interest. There is a good 
deal that I could say about those views, but I cannot detain the Council 
at this late hour. We propose also to ^accept the proposals which have 
been made in several of the resolutions that we should not limit the 
immediate increases to 50 per cent, of the previous pay. This limitation 
is a comparatively recent innovation introduced hy the Government of 
India in the case of certain reorganizations, but it works unevenly and 
causes a good deal of heartburning and dissatisfaction. As it does not 
work well, we do not propose to adopt it in the case of ministerial officers 
in Bengal, but as X have said our proposals on this subject are subject to 
the sanction of the Secretary of State and the Government of India, and 
I cannot say what view they will take of Ihe matter. So far, however, 
as the Government of Bengal is concerned we do not propose to bind 
ourselves by that limitation in drawing up our proposals. I do not think 
that we can well g^o i^to all the details suggested in many of these resolu* 
tions. It is hardly the function of this Council to fix the pay of indivi¬ 
dual posts like those of registration muharrirs, Civil Surgeon’s clerks 
and people of that kind. Work of that description would not be 
attempted by the House of Commons or any deliberative body in any 
part of the civilized world, and I do not think that this Council will find 
that the undertaking of such work will redound to its credit. However, 
as an illustration of the practical bearing of these resolutions on the 
financial position of individual clerks, I will briefly run through the 
proposals in resolution No. 23. 

The first proposal in the resolution is that the initial pay of the 
lower division clerks in the mufassal courts and offices should be fixed 

> W • * 1 n «AA V iV • 1 il > i« « « • 


laid ddwn in paragrapli 9 of the report of the Committee regarding the 
standard yalue of the time-soale.- 

The adyantage of the application •of time-scale of pay to mufassal 
offices is quite ohyious. In a graded seryice a man may he stu(^ in a 
grade for seyeral years while under the time-scale system he will steadily 
go up by annual or biennial increments. 

[At this stage the time for adjournment was reached as it was 7-15 
o’clock. The President asked whether it would be better to adjourn 
the House.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR. I will take about ten minutes more to finish 
my speech. 

Tin PRESIDENT: I think the Council had better adjourn now and 
we can resume the discussion on this item on Tuesday, after the yoting 
of grants. 

Adjoumment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 f.u. on Tuesday, the 6th Septem¬ 
ber, 1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



ProoMdingi of tho Bengal Legislative Counoil awembled imdsr the 
provisions of the G 9 vernnient of India Aot. 

Thb Counoil met in tlie Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal¬ 
cutta, on Tuesday, the 6tb September, 1921, at 3 p.ic. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the lour Members ol the 
Executive Council, the Hon^ble the three Ministers, and 102 nomin¬ 
ated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Provincial Police Service. 

*XXXIX. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: WiU the Hon*ble 
the Member in charge ol the Appointment Bepartment be pleased to 
state whether effect has been given to the recommendations ol the 
Public Services Commission with regard to the pay and status ol the 
officers ol the Provincial Police Service in Bengal P 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): A time-scale ol pay for deputy super¬ 
intendents of police was sanctioned by the Secretary ol State with 
effect Irom the 30th October, 1919, alter consideration ol the recom¬ 
mendations ol the Public Services Commission. The orders ol the 
local Government fixing the pay ol individual officers under the time- 
scale have been communicated to the Accountant-General, Bengal,, 
who is expediting the issue of pay orders. Some other matters connected 
with the service are still under the consideration ol Government. 

Enforcamant of Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1918. 

•XL. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge ol the Bepartment ol Local Sell- 
Government be pleased to state whether the Bengal Village Sell-Govern¬ 
ment Act, 1919, is going to be put in force all over the province? 

(b) li so, by what time and by what process? 

MINISTER in ohaiga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT m Non’bla Sir fwsMlrs Nath Bsnsrles)! (a) and 



(6) It is hoped that the Village Self-Government Act will eventually 
opme into force throughout the province and every effort ia being made 
by Government to accelerate the eBtablishment of union boards. The 
rate of progress, however, varies in different districts, and the date by 
which they will have been formed in every district cannot there¬ 
fore be foretold. The process of formation of these boards is governed 
by the provisions of the Village Self-Government Act. 

Election and nomination of officials on looal and distriot boards 

*XLI, Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that under the new roles, guiding 
Government officers in the matter of local boards, subdivisional officers 
are not allowed to stand for election to, or sit on, local boards or at any 
rate they are not to be the chairmen of such boards P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that one result of this will be 
that these officers cannot be elected by the local boards to the district 
boards? 

(c) Is it a fact that as a result of the instructions issued to the Dis¬ 
trict Magistrates as to the number of officials whom they are to nomin¬ 
ate to the district boards, they will only be able to nominate the Civil 
Surgeon and the District Deputy Inspector of Schools, and that sub- 
divisional officers will not stand a chance of nomination to the district 
boards? 

(d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that ihe 
subdivisional officers, being conversant with all parts of their sub¬ 
divisions, will be of great assistance to the district boards, especially now 
that the District Magistrate is no longer a chairman or even a member? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state 
whether the matter is going to be reconsidered with a view to the reten¬ 
tion of the subdivisional officers on the boards? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A copy of 
letters No. 2108—12 L.S.-G., dated 16th April, 1921, and No. 46— 
T.—L.S.-G., dated 18th May, 1921, is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) No representations on the subject have been made to Govern¬ 
ment. 



Xetterj reftrr^d to in the reply to clause (a) of starred 

question Tio, XL2, 

No. 2108-12 L.S.-G.. dated Galontto, tho 16th April, 1921. 

From— h. S. 8. 0*MAi<Lnr, Esq., o.i.a., i.o.s., Secretary to the Oorent. 

meat of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, 

To—^All CommiaBioners of Divisions. 

I am directed to forward a copy of a resolution* which was moved by Babo 

Fanindralal De at the meeting of the Bengal Legisla- 
Natb Council held on the 6tb April, 1921, and to say that 

uakbrjba., Kt., HliiitMr it was accepted by Government and carried nem eon. 

The Government of Bengal (Ministiy of Local Self- 
Government) accordingly direct that no official member of a local board should 
stand for rieotion as its chairman. I am to request that local boards in your 
division and their official members may be informed of this order. 


*Thi8 Council recommends to the Government that they be pleased to direct 
that no official member of a local board in Bengal should stand for election as 
chairman thereof. 


No. 46 T.—^L.S.G., dated Darjeeling, the 18th May, 1921. 

From— ^L. S. 8 . 0'Mai.IiBT, Esq., o.x.b., i.o.s., Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, 

To—The Commissioner of the Baishani Division. 

With reference to your letter No. 642 M., dated the 26th March, 1921, I am 

directed to say that the orders contained in this Depart- 
8DRKMDR*****'**'" KifH memorandum No. 1906 L.S.G., dated the 81st May, 

banbhjsa. kt., viiiittor 1893, that if subdivisional officers who have been appointed 
a chug*. members of local boards are not elected chairmen they 

should resign, should be regarded as still in force. 

2. Under the orders conveyed in this Department letter No. 210^-'t2 L.8.G., 
dated the 16th April, 1921, officials are not to be elected as chairmen of local 
boards. A position of some difficulty and embarrassment may be created if a 
subdivisional officer serves as a member without being chairman, and the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal (Ministry of Local SelfGovernment) have, therefore, decided that 
in future subdivisional officers should not be appointed members of local boards. 


Embankments within prohibited areas. 

*XLII. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAHl (a) Has the atten- 
tioQ of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Iiiigaiion been drawn to the case reported in XXIX, Calcutta I..aw 
Journal, page 328P 

(6) Are the (joyemment considering the desirability of modifying 
the notification referred to in the said case? 

(o) Are the Government aware that the notification is in force in 
some areas which are not necessary to he kept free from embankments 
as spill areas, on account of the rivers being wholly silted up, such as 



(d) Is it a fact that the Government leased out lands within tha 
prohibited areas to many tenants on the express stipulation that they 
would he allowed to erect embanhments and repair them; but that 
subsequently these tenants were prosecuted under the Bengal Bmbank* 
ment Act (Bengal Act 2 of 1882) for exercising the said rights P ' 

(e) What compensation, if any, have the Government paid to these 
tenants P 

(/) If they have not done so yet, are the Government.at present 
considering the matter with a view to reducing the rent of these tenan¬ 
cies P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
HoiPbto the Maharajadhiraja Bah^ur of Burdwan): (a) Yes. 

(6)'No. . 

(c) No; on the contrary Government is of opinion that the prohibi¬ 
tory notification is having a most s^ntary effect on the rivers concerned. 

(d) As held hy the Hon’ble the High Court, the clause regarding 
erection aod repairs to embankments in the leased area casts upon the 
tenant a burden or duty and not a privilege and that it does not affect 
the prohibition under notification under section 6 of the Embankment 
Act. 

(s) and (/) The answere are in the negative. 

Increments te offloers offlciating in higher ranks. 

*XLIII, BabU FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that an order No. 2097-G.S.B., Government of 
India, Finance Department, Delhi, dated 27th November, 1920—Pay 
and Allowance, issued by the Government of India in November, 1920, 
laying down certain rules for allowing increments to officers officiating 
in higher ranks has not been yet promulgated in this Province P 

(h) If BO, will the Hon’ble the Finance Member be pleased to state 
when they propose to give effect to the order? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Finance Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the above order? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HoiPblo 

Mr. Kerr) I (a) and (h) The orders referred to by ibe member were 
received in the Finance Department shortly before the fire of last January. 
They were, therefore, not circulated to all Departments, but copies of 
the orders were sent direct to the Aoco^tant-Genersl, Bengal, by the 
Government of India. The Accountant-General reports that acting 
promotions are being allowed under the new roles in cases where they 


UiMtarrad Questiom 

(aimrare to which were laid on tho tablo). 

Ai^mntnient of minicterial officers by District Oflloors. 

2SO. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will tlio 
Hon*ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue ( Land 
Revenue) be pleahed to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that ail District Officers are authorised to 
fill np all ministerial appointments over Rs. 100 in their own 
offices as well as offices subordinate to them but the District 
Officers of the Presidency Division have not been given such 
power? 

(ti) What are the reasons for this different treatment ? 

(5) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
system of appointment the same all over the Presidency? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’blethe Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) (t) Under rule 59 of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules, 1918, 
appointments to vacancies in the upper division of clerks in the dis¬ 
trict offices, including appointments over R«. 100, are to be made 
by the District Officer. In the Presidency Division there is a rule 
that in the case of appointments to vacancies in posts with a salary of 
over Rs. 100 a reference is to be made to the Commissioner. 

(ti) The object of the rule in the Presidency Division was to secure 
the consideration of the claims of deserving officers in districts to 
which first grade appointments were not assigned in the filling up of 
such appointments in other districts. 

(6) The matter is under consideration 

Admission ijito Presidency College. 

261. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to say whether any principle is followed in admitting students 
into the Presidency College, if so, what? 

(h) Has any exception been made to the principle, if any, in admit¬ 
ting studenta into the Presidency College this year, if so, why? 

(c) Is there any committee for selecting students for admission into 
the Presidency College? 

(d) What are the duties to be performed by the Bursar of the Presi¬ 
dency College? 

(e) Is it a fact that a professor of Mathematics filled the office of 


(/) Ib it a fact that the European professor of Hathematics, who 
tbe olfice of the Bursar, has been succeeded by an Indian professor f 

ig) Has the present Bursar of the Presidency College any special 
knowledge of keeping accounts? 

(A) Is the ofBce of Bursar reserved for European professors only? • 

(t) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that unusual delay is made in 
distributing the salary of the staff since the appointment of the present 
Bursar uf the Presidency College ? 

(;) Is it a fact that a professor of Physics of the Chittagong College 
has been appointed to the position of demonstrator of Physics in the 
Presidency College? If so, why? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr^ Pi Ci Mitter): (a) The only rule on the subject is that 
Muhammadan candidates should be admitted up to a certain 
minimum. When this has been attended to remaining vacancies are 
filled by selection, regard being had not only to intellectual fitness and 
character, but also to school, place of domicile, occupation of father, 
social status, with a view to securing a wide representation of schools, 
of the various divisions of the people and of the various parts of the 
province. Three Calcutta Schools are as a matter of practice, not of 
right, granted special privileges in that their pupils are admitted in 
more geuf>v(»us numbers than those of other schools. 

(6) No exception has been made. 

(c) There is no committee. The decisions and responsibility are 
the PrincipaPs, though he is invariably assisted by many members of 
the teaching staff of the college. 

{d) He looks after the financial affairs of the college, supervising 
the accounts of the college accountant, relieving the Principed of this 
part of his duties but of no responsibility. 

(el The fact is as stated, but the first Bursar was not so appointed 
because he was a mathematician. 

(/) An Indian gentleman has been ap^inted to act as professor of 
Mathematics in place of the European professor of Mathematics who is 
on deputation elsewhere. He has not been appointed to act as Bursar. 

(g) The duties of Bursar require intelligence and reliability, but 
not any speci^il knowledge of the keeping of accounts, though the 
present Bursar, having satisfactorily held the office for about 2 years, 
may be presTimed to have siit-h special knowledge and all other aeoes- 
sary qualifications for ^e discharge of his duties. 

(h) No such iiiliug has l)een msde. 

(t) Government are not aware of any delay except that as oertain 
members of the teaching staff learnt towards the end of July that they 
could draw arrears of pay on presenting their billa, and were iaaiatent 
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their pay was receiTed late. As the Bursar was appointed two 
Bfpo the suggestion in the question is not understood. 

{/) It is a fact. Owing to the promotion of a member of the 
Physics staff of the Presidency College to the Indian Educational 
Service as Principal of the Chittagong College, the transfer of a teacher 
of Physios from the Chittagong College to the Presidency College 
automatically ensued. 

AdmitNon into OoloutU Medical Collega. 

282. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble ihe 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local SelLGovernment he 
pleased to lay ou the table, a tabular statement, showing for the year 

1921— 

(t) the number of candidates, Bengali, Hindu and Muhammadan, 
respectively, for admission into the Calcutta Medical College; 
(ti) the academical qualifioations of such candidates, respectively, 
under heads M.Sc., B.Sc. (Honours), B.Sc. (Pass), I.Sc. 
(first, second and third divisions), and how many of such 
candidates were admitted; and . 

(ttt) the total number of admissions into the college, showing their 
qualifications as detailed in (tt)P 

(h) Will the Hon’hle the Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that a committee was appointed by the 
Government to select suitable candidates for admission into 
the Calcutta Medical College this yearP 
(it) if so, whether the said committee were present when the 
Principal interviewed the candidates for admission; and 
(ttt) if the answer to (tt) is in the negative, the reasons why the 
committee were not present thenP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the Principal admitted some students without the knowledge 
and consent of. the said committee P If so, why P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the number of students admitted by the 
Principal alone, showing their academical qualifications as detailed in 
(o) (tt) and the number admitted by the committee P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA; (a) (t) The 

figures are— 

BsngaU Hindui ••• ••• ••• ••• 916 

MahtnuDsdsim see ••• eee ••• 88 

Httive ChrictUnf eee eee 8 



{i£) and (nt) Statements A and B giving the information asked for 
are laid on the table. 

(6)(t) Yes. 

(tt) yo, but on a few occasions two members of the committee were 
present. 

(ttt) The selection committee were of opinion that the character and 
personal attainments of each applicant could not be gauged properly by 
a meeting of the whole committee and they agreed that the wisest plan 
would be for the Principal himself to interview the candidates and for 
him to submit to the committee his opinion of the merits of -each candi¬ 
date which were expressed by a careful system of marks. The time 
occupied by the Principal himself in interviewing candidates was about 
65 hours or 2 hours a day for a month, and it would have been impracti¬ 
cable for all the members of the committee to spare time for interview¬ 
ing each individual candidate. Two members of the committee were 
however co-opted and sat with the Principal for a certain number of 
interviews. 

(c) The Principal was authorised by the committee to admit students 
of whom he might approve to such vacancies as might occur owing to 
selected candidates not joining. 

(d) The member is referred to statement B. 

Statement A referred to in clauses (a) (tt) and (Hi) of unetarred question 
^ 0 ,252f showing the number of candidates who applied for admission 
to the Medical GoUege^ Calcutta, during the session 1921-22, 
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AppointfiMiit of spMtal oonstiblet at HaiiganJ (Chaiidpi^). 

258. Rat RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Member in char^ of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the recent orders of the suhdiyisional officer of Ghandpn^, 
ai^inting thirty-one persons of the Hajiganj locality to act as special 
constables, were issued on the responsibility of the subdiyisional officer 
himself or at the instance of any higher authority P 

(b) WiU the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the circum¬ 
stances that led to the issue of such orders P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) The subdivisienal officer of Chandpur appointed 
special constables on his own authority on receipt of an application in 
accordance with the provisions of section 17 of Act Y of 1861. 

{h) Owing to the intimidation of railway employees by unlawful 
assemblies and the damaging of the railway line endangering the safety 
of the public, further protective measures were necessary. The police 
ordinarily employed for preserving the peace were insufficient for the 
purpose and on the application of the Superintendent, Bailway Police, 
and the Deputy Superintendent of Police, Chandpur, the subdivisienal 
officer appointed 31 special police officers. 

Appointment of special oonstables at Hajiganj (Chanc4NJr). 

2S4. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the 
reasons why, and on whose application, a large number of gentlemen 
have been ordered to act as special constables in Hajiganj in the Ghand- 
pur subdivision of the district of Tippera ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these gentlemen have been ordered to guard 
railway lines near Hajiganj ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there is a strong feeling in 
the locality against the procedure and that the duties imposed upon these 
gentlemen are regarded as insulting and beneath their dignity? 

(d) Did the subdivisional officer of Chandpur or the District Magis¬ 

trate of Tippera or any other responsible officer hold any inquiry as to 
the necessity of appointing special constables before this step was 
taken P * 

(e) Was any attempt made to try whether the ordinary or armed 
or any other police were not sufficient to meet the situation at Hajiganj 
before this procedure of appointing special constables was adopted ? 
If not, why not? 



{g) Are the Government considering the de8ira5)ility of releaaing 
these gentlemen of their duties as special constables P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) Attention is invi^ 
to the answer given to an unstarred question asked at this meeting 
by Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

(6) The duties allotted to them were light, viz., to patrol the 
railway lines for a few hours to see that the gangmen were not obstructed 
in their work or the lines tampered with. 

(o) Government have no information. 

((f) The question of appointing special police officers was considered 
by the Bubdivisional officer on receipt of the application under Act Y 
of 1861, and from his acquaintance with the ciicumstances, he con¬ 
sidered their appointment neci^ssary. 

(e) Both unarmed and armed police as well as chaukidars were 
employed in patrolling the railway lines. When these were found to 
be insufficient, special police officers were appointed. 

(/) Instructions are issued by Government regulating the appoint¬ 
ment of special police officers. A copy is placed on the library table. 

(g) No. 


Offloers of the Public Health Department. 

255. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: WiU the 

Hon'hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state the names, qualifications and respective 
ranks of officers of the Public Health Department, Bengal, and also 
the total expenditure of this Department P 

The Hon'blo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 

showing the names, qualifications and ranks of officers of the Public 
Health Department, Bengal, is laid on the table. Por the total 
expenditure of the department the member is referred to the figurea 
given in page 43 of the budget statement for 1921-22. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred queetion sss, ' 
DBPARTHENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH, BENGAL. 

Nub*. OoBUSoBtlpaB. Raak. 

Dr. Charles Albert M.B., D.T.M. Sab. pro last. Director of Public Health, 

Bentley. 5 U. Beagal, with effect from 9th Novem¬ 

ber, 1915, and aubetantively from 
29th May, 1917. Rx-ofiBcio Joint 
Secretary to the Sanitary Boaid and 
Profeeaor of Bvsieoe. Cklentu lf«di. 



MtBt. QuBtotlOBI. 

Lt.-Col. Arthur M.D., D.P.H., D.T.M. 
BrownBeld Frji & H., l.M.B. 

0.1:1., DA.O. 


Ur. Bataushftw M.BG.8., L.B.CP., 
Boitianji Khambata. D.P;H. 

Ur. Muhammad Ibra- B.A., L.R.G P. it S., 
him Sufi. L R.F.P.S., D.P.H. 

Or. Bi[Mn Bihari L.H.S., D.P.H. ... 
Brahmaohari. 

Dr. Syma PraBanua L.M.S.. D.P.H. ... 
Qupta. 


Dr. Saohindra Nath M.B., D.P.H., D.T.M. 
Sur. 

Dr. Bajeudra Chandra L.M.S., D.P.H. 

Ray. 

Dr. Sourendra Mohan M.RC.S., L.B.G.P., 
Ghoali. D.P.H. 

Dr. Giridhari Lai Oh.B., D.P.H. 

Batra. 

Or. Satyendra Hath M.B., Ch.B , D.P.H. . 
Mitra. 

Dr. Rachel Nathan M.B., P.R.C.S. ... 
Cohen. 

Dr. Cecil Henry C.B.E!., M.B., Ch.B. 
Elmea. 

Df. J. B. UoVail ••• M.B.0.8., L.RC.P. •«. 

Alfred Hotehonee ... Military Aesistant 

Surgeon. 

Mamndra Hath Civil Aef^iatant Sur* 
Bliattacharji. L.M.S. 

Dr. Upendra Nath M.B., D.P.H. ... 
Ray. 

Raah Bihari Dutta ». Temporary Aaaiatant 

Surgeon, M B. 

Panchanan Sur ... Temporary Aaaiatant 

Snrgeon, M B., 
D.P.H. 

Ifurari Mohan Baau Temporary AesiataDt 

Surgeon, M.B. 

Haripada Sirkar ... Temporary Aaaiatant 

Surgeon. 


Baak. 

Special Aaaiatant Director of Public 
Health for Malaria Research, Bengal. 
(Officiating Public Health Gommiaaloner 
with the Government of India, from 
let February, 19*21). 

Sub. pro torn. Special Aseiatant Director 
of Public Health, Malaria Research, 
Bengal, from 28th June, 19)9. 

Aaaiatant Director of Public Health, 
Dacca Circle. 

Sub. pro tm. ABaistant Director of 
Publio Health, Preeidency Circle, 
Bengal, CalcutUu 

Sub. pro tern. AsaUtant Director of 
Public Health, on apecial duty Anti- 
Huokworm Campaign, Rural Areaa, 
4th March, 1919. 

Sub. pro tom. Aaaiatant Director of 
Pnblic H'.alth, on Bt>ecial duty. Kala* 
asar Inquiry, 3rd June, 1919. 

Officiating Aasiataiit Director of Public 
Health, Burdwan Circle, 16th July, 
1919. 

Officiating Aeaiatant Director of Publio 
Health, Bajaliahi Circle. 

Special Officer, Calcutta and Chittagong 
Port Stegomiya luveatigation. 

AaBiataiit Director of Public Health for 
School Hygiene. 

Medical Inapectreaa of (Hria* Schools. 

Health Officer, Fort of Calcutta. (On 
combined leave for 5 montha and 
16 daya from 2l8t July, 1921.) 

Offidating Health Officer, Port of 
GalcutU. 

Assiataut Health Officer, Port of 
Caiciitta. 

Second Assietant Health Officer, Port of 
Calcutta. 

Third Aaeiatant Health Officer, Port of 
Calcutta. 

Health Officer, Port of Chittagong. 

Assistant to the Assietant Director of 
Public Health, Malaria Reeearcb. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 


QnftllflokttMW. 


JjroUrmoy Baurfi 

Mfihendrft Komar 
Cbakrayirti*. 

Rfto Sahib Vellore 
Goviuda Baja 
Mndaliar. 

Rai Sabib Borendra 
Nath De. 

Narendra Krishna 
Ghatterji. 

Nani Lai Banerp ••• 

Sachindra Kiahore 
Das Ray. 

Abinath Chandra Daa 
Qypta. 

HirQiidra*Nath Datta 

John Dallas ... 

}ilandayain Oawie 
Tiruoarayan Iyen¬ 
gar, 

Hiw J. F. Uackin- 
toab. 


Kali Praaanna Bay ... 

Dr. Abinasli Chandra 
Bay Choudhuri. 

Dr. Sarat Chandra 
Daa Gopta. 

Dr. Moocranjan 
Chakrabartti. 


Temporary Aaaiatant 
Surgeon, M.B. 

OitU AsNstant Suf' 
geon, M,B. 

B.A. 


B.A.. F.CA 

B.So. 

H.So. 


B.So. 

B.So. 

Marine Engineer 
B.A. 


Diploma of the Cen¬ 
tral Midwivea 
Board of England 
and other certifi- 
oalea of apecial 
training. Has ex- 
pericuoe of exhibi¬ 
tion and poblioity 
work IQ England. 

M.A>, B.L. ***.. 


M.B. 


Aamtant to the Asaiatant IBreotor of 
Pubiio Health School Hygiene. 

Saperirttendeut, Bengal Vaooine Oep6ti 
Calcutta. 

First Baoteriologiat, Bengal Public 
Health Laboratory. 

First Chemist. Bengal Public Health 
Laboratory, and Public Analyst for 
Bengal. 

Second Chemist (officiating) Bengal 
Public Health Laboratory (officiating). 

Fourth Chemist, Bengal Poblio Health 
Laboratory (officiating). 

Second Baoteriologiat, Bengal Poblic 
Health Laboratory. 

Third Chemist, Bengal Publio Health 
Laboratory. 

Third Bacteriologist, Bengal Public 
Health Laboratory (offict^tiing) 

Inspector of Septic Tank InataUations, 
bengal 

Bntomologiat, Malaria Beaearoh Depart- 
{ ment. 

Special Lady Assistant for Publicity 
Work. 


Oemonatrator, Travelling Public Health 
Laboratory. 

Teaclier of Hygieue, Sanitary Inspectors' 
Training Class. 

Entomologist, Stegomiya Survey. 

Asustant Surgeon, Sonarpur Malaria 
Observatory. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, ENGINSEBLNO BBANOH. 

Nmom. Qa^ nSo attom. Baak. 

Ur. G. B. WiUiama H. Inst. C. E.; M. I. Ueoh. E. ; Fellow, Chief Engineer, Pub- 

Royal Sanitary Institute; . Fellow, lie Health Depart- 
Boyal Geographical Society ; Fellow, T 'ment. 

Institute of Sanitary Engineers; 30 
yotfi' experience of Sanitary Ed- 



Ifaak 

Hr. F, 0. (jiiffin 
0>pt. A. Webiler 

Hr. 8. N. Qltosh 


Oapt. W. J« Berry 


Mr. K. G Banerjee 


QaalUwtfeni. 

A.M.I.O.S.; 18 yetra’ axparianoe of 
Saoittry SDgtneering. 

Qold Medalist, Ssuitary En^oeering, 
Dandee Tecbnical School. Samtary 
EngineariDg exporieooe in ^EngUod 
and three yearn in charge^ Sanitary 
Engineering Works, Singapore. Lieu> 
tenant, Military Works Department, in 
charge Nowihera water supply scheme. 

6.A. (Hona.) (Cal.). Passed I.E. (Cal.). 
B.Sc. Eng. (Glaagow). Gold Medalist 
in Mathematics from llooghly College 
in B.A. Examination First prise in 
Electrical Engineering from Glasgow 
Unirersity. A M.I C.K. (Lond.). Heni' 
her, Boyd Sanitary Institute. First 
class certificate in Sanitary Engineer¬ 
ing fr^m Royal Technical Institute, 
Glasgow. Member, Asiatic Society, 
Bengal. Eight years* experience in 
roads, buildings aod Sanitary Engi¬ 
neering. 

M.B.E. Profeesional AsHOciate of Sur- 
eeyors' Institution. Member, Royal 
Sanitary Institute. Four years’ experi¬ 
ence of water supply, aanitation and 
construction work in England ns Agent 
for the Hilmanton Estate of tbo Rt. 
Hon Lord Islington. Mobilised Anguat, 
1914. Serrt'd as Garrison Engineer in 
Military Works Department from May, 
I9l6, to September, 1919. Had charge 
of large construction works in Im¬ 
perial Delhi, Bombay and Deoiali. 
Hold rank of Captain on release from 
eervioe. 

Passed upper subordinate, Sibpur College, 
1903 ; Engineer, iu charge. Govern¬ 
ment Printing Works ; engaged on 
Eastern Bengal Railway ; 18 years 
in Engineering Department of Sanitary 
Engineer, Bengal (now Chief Engineer, 
Public Health Department). Promoted 
from Temp«»rary Surveyor to Sub- 
Engineer and afterwards appoitiied 
Assistant Engineer in charge, Dacca 
Division. 

Sealdah Polioa Courtt 


'Bank. 

Sgeoutive Engineer, 
Western Division 
(on iesve). 

Offioiating Encutive 
Engioeer, Western 
Division (on leave). 


Executive Engineer, 
Presidency Divi¬ 
sion. 


Executive Engioeer, 
Easlerii Division. 


Assistant Engineer 
in charge of Dacca 
Division. 


286. Mr. SHAIKH MAHBOOB ALEYs (a) WiU the Hon’hle 
the Kember in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state-^ 
(t) when the Sealdah Police Court was first established; 


(b) 1 b the Hon’ble the Hember aware— 

(i) that there is not enough aocommodation for parties and wit¬ 
nesses in the Court building; 

(n) that a large number of people have to keep standing on the 
stairs and outside in the sun; 

(m) that the building becomes very dirty and insanitary owing to 

the above circumstances; 

(«v) that there are not a sufficient number of suitable rooms for 
honorary magistrates to hold their courts; and 

(«) that some of the rooms where honorary magistrates have to 
hold courts, are in a bad condition and the furniture is 
dilapidated P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) (t) About 1862. 
The exact date cannot be given, but the first report from the Court is 
dated the 3rd June, 1862. 

(n) The figures for 1862 not being available, this question cannot 
be answered. But there has heen an increase in the number of cases 

since 1862. 

(6) (ti) and (in*) At times there is overcrowding, especially after 
holidays, when the dumber of drunk ai^d disorderly cases is large: at 
such times the stairs are crowded and people may for a short time be 
unable to gain admission. The natural result is a certain amount of 
dirt and uncleanliness. 

(in) This only occurs when honorary magistrates sit on special 
days and not according to the roster. Ordinarily there is a sufficient 
number of rooms. 

(v) The rooms are small but not in a specially bad condition. The 
furniture is ordinary office furniture and was thoroughly repaired and 
overhauled in March, 1920. 


'^Phuka” on miich-eoMn. 

257. Babu AMULYA RHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been 
drawn to the dearth of pure cow’s milk in^Oalcuita due chiefly to the 
practice of phuJta on milch-cows P 

(6) Is it a fact that the cows on which phuka is practised are sold 
to butchers to ue slaughtered P 

(c) "What are the laws now in force for the prohibition of the prac¬ 
tice of phvka? 

(^) AVhich is the agency which enforces the said lawsP 


The Hon*llle Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government are aware 
that floaroity of good cow's milk is attributed partly to the practice in 
question. 

(h) Government have no information. 

(c) The member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
question Ko. 4 (c) (v) on the 7th February last. 

(d) The police and the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 

(s) There were no prosecutions last year. 

B«bu AMULYA RHONE ADDY: I should like to know whether the 
Government will be pleased to ask further information from the authori¬ 
ties ooncemed. 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am wiUing to do so in order 
to ascertain new facts. 

Babu AMULYA RHONE ARRY: Sir, I am surpnsed to find that 
the Government statement says that there were no prosecutions last 
year. 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: That is an argument not a 
supplementary question. 

Rrinking water on passenger steamers. 

258. Babu BHISHMAREV OAS: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department aware that on inland passenger 
steamers in Eastern Bengal drinking water is kept in' small quantities 
only on the first class deck, where other classes of passengers have no 
access, and that tho latter have to depend for drinking water on an 
uufiltered supply drawn by them from the river? 

(b) Is it a fact that the pumps on many steamers are located just 
behind the third class latrines ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the reservoirs are seldom, if ever, filled with 
water P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
steamer companies to arrange that a regular supply of water for drinking 
purpose be kept on board all passenger steamers P 

<e) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that on most steamers one of 
tho two pumps is kept unavailable for use by passengers, by detachment 
of some necessary part, and that the other is mainly used by the crew, 
and that passengers find much difficulty in procuring water when 
needed P 


and disembarkation ol paBsengers and that women, ckildren and old 
people experience difficulty in passing oyer itP 

(g) Are the Govemmeut considering the desirability of laying down 
a minimtnn breadth for these planks and of diracting that the same 
be provided with railings on both sides? 

(7i) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that on passenger steamers the 
arrangement for latrines is such that four to six seats are provided in 
a single compartment? 

(i) Is the Hon’bie the MemW aware that a single compaiiment 
with six seats is never used except by one person at a time owing to 
feelings of delicacy ? 

(;) Ai*e the Gk>vernment considering the desirability of asking the 
steamer companies to construct several latnnes with only one seat in 
each compartment P 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr« Kerr)S (a) All vessels belonging to the Joint Steamer Comi>ames 
are provided with drinking water for all classes of passengers. In most 
of the larger vessels a separate pump counects with fresh-water tanks in 
the holds and a second pump connects direct with the river for washing 
purposes. In small feeder steamers fresh-water tanks are on deck and 
only one pump for washing purposes is provided. 

Where a supply of filtered water is not procurable, drinking water 
tanks are generally filled by the engine room donkey-engine from the 
best river water obtainable, to which a supply of alum is added. 

(b) If this question refers to drinking-water pumps, the reply is in 
the negative. 

(c) It is not a fact that the fresh-water tanks are seldom, if ever, 
filled with water. 

(d) The Joint Steamer Companies state that a regular supply of 
drinking water is kept on hoard all passenger steamers. 

(e) No. The Joint Steamer Oompuuies state that occasionally pumps 
get out of order, but they are attended to as soon as possible. They 
have very hard wear, and if they get out of order it is often the custom 
to dismantle the plunger rod, but immediate attention is given. 

(/) At small stations a single plank is often used, but hand rails are 
held by lascara for the safety and convenience of passengers. This 
practice has been in force for many years and the Joint Steamer Com¬ 
panies state that it has proved to be safe and suited to the conditions 
obtaining. To rig full stages at small stations would gi'eatly delay 
steamers and consequently single planks 12 inches broad are provided. 

(g) Government do not consider that it is necessary to impose these 
restiictions. 

(h) Latrines vai’y in numbers according to capacity of steamers. 


(i) No objection to the type of latrine in nee has been raised. Among 
certain classes only one i)erson uses the latrine at a time. 

(;) No. 

Expenditure incurred by Government in defence of caseci 

259. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 

Memlier in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that after the Meredith case (in which a bailiff of the Calcutta 
Small Cause Court was defended by Government at a heavy cost) instruc¬ 
tions were issued by the then Member in charge of the Judicial Depart¬ 
ment to the Legal Remembrancer that In all cases involving extraordinary 
expenditure the matter should be placed before the Member in charge 
before incurring any expenditure or instructions of a like nature? 

(b) If the instructions were not as statedi will the Hon’ble the 
Meml^r be pleased to state what instructions, if any, were issued by 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department to the Legal Remem¬ 
brancer in the al>ove case? 

(c) Were the instructions, if any, observed in the case of Sub- 
Inspector Dwijendra Chandra Ghose versus the Editor of the Bangabasi? 

(d) If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir AbcLur-Rahim) : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) No instructions were issued to the Legal Remembrancer. 

(c) and (d) The questions do not arise. 

Pay of the European Offloers of the Imperial Polioe. 

260, Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the 
number of appointments in the rank of Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police before the partition in 1905, when Bengal, Bihar and Orissa were 
united, and the dlstncts administered by each of them; and the number 
since added to the cadre, and the districts now administered by each, and 
the dates on which each appointment was sanctioned? 

(h) Will the Hon*hle the Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
the creation of these appointments? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the amount 
annually spent for their pay and allowance and establishment charges 
(separately) ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Inspector-General of Police has a Second 
Assistant? When was this post created? Will the Hon'ble the Mem- 


(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the present 
strength of the cadre of Superintendents ol Police in Bengal? When 
was the cadre first fixed, and for what ntmiber, and when was the post 
of Additional Superintendent of Police crested, and how many are now 
holding that situation in Bengal? 

(/) How many of the posts of Su|)criutendent8 and Additional Sup* 
erintendents of Police are at present substantively hold by Indians, and 
under what principle are promotions to these appointments made from 
among promoted and directly appointed Deputy Superintendent? 

(g) What is the present percentage of Indians holding these appoint¬ 
ments to the total strength of the cadre ? What percentage was recom¬ 
mended by the Public Services Commission to be reserved for Indians, 
and what steps have been taken by Government to give effect to these 
recommendations? Has the formula of redi'uitment and promotion 
which was found to be defective by that Commission, been changed? 
If not, why not? 

{h) Is it a fact that the European Officers of the Imperial Police 
submitted representations to the Secretary of State regarding further 
increase in their pay, and is it a fact that their pay has since been fur¬ 
ther increased? If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay 
on the table a copy of their repiesentation to the Secretary of State and 
the orders of the latter thereon and to state how the order, if given effect 
to, will affect the Indian Officers ? 

(i) Will the Hon’blo the Member be pleased to state whether u 
supplementary budget will be placed before the Council for meeting the 
increase of pay of the Imperial Service ? If not, from what source will 
the additional expenditure be provided? 

(;) Have the Government considered the desirability of ])ostponing 
giving immediate effect to the increment sanctioned for the Imperial 
Service on account of the financial stringency? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) A statement showing 
the districts administered by each Deputy Inspector-General in Bengal 
(including Bihar and Orissa) in 1905, and the districts now adminis¬ 
tered by each Deputy Inspector-General in Bengal is laid on the library 
table. 

Four posts of Deputy Inspector-General were sanctioned on the recon¬ 
stitution of the Presidency in 1912, three additional posts have been 
sanctioned since—one in 1913, one in 1915 and one in 1917. One is a 

temxwrary lK>8t. 

(5) The appointments were created in order to secure more efficient 
supervision of police work in the province. 

(c) A statement giving the information is laid on the library table. 

(d) Tes. The post was created in 1915, to meet the d^yti^nds of 


{e) The present strength oi the cadre of Superintendents is 58, 
including 6 temporary appointments. The cadre was originally fixed 
at 44 on the constitution of the Presidency in 1912. The posts of Addi¬ 
tional Superintendents were first created in 1908 in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, and 13 officers are at present holding such jmsts in Bengal. 

(/) Three appointments are held by Indian officers substantively, 
and three substantively pro tempore. These appointments are made 
by selection from among both promoted and directly recruited Deputy 
Superintendents. 

{g) The present percentage of Indians on the cadre of Sui^erinten- 
dents is 10. 

The Secretary of State has passed orders after consideration of the 
recommendations of the Public Services Commission, fixing a definite 
percentage (33 per cent.) of appointments to be made from India, to 
which effect will now he given. 

(h) Yes. Copies of the memorial and of the order fixing the 
revised rates of pay for the Indian Police are laid on the library table. 
Indian Officers will be entitled to the benefit of these rates. Those 
Indian officers who were in the service on the 30th April 1921, will be 
eligible for overseas pay. 

(f) The matter is under consideration. 

(;) No. 


Deputy Inspectors-Ceneral and Second Assistant to the Inspector- 

General of Polioe. 

201. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the IWblel 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state the number <if api>oiutmonts in the rank of Deputy Inspector- 
General «)f Police before the partition in 1905 when Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa were united, and the districts administered by them each, and 
the number since added to the cadre and the districts now administered 
by each, and the dates on which each appointment was saaictioned to¬ 
gether with the reasons for the creation of these appointments f 

(fe) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state the amount 
annually spent for their pay and allowance and establishment charges 
(separately) P 

(c) Is it a fact that the Inspector-General of Police has a second 
Assistant P 

(c2) When was this post created P 

(e) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state the reasons for 


(/) Ib it a fact that the post of a Vice-Prinoipal has been created 
for the Sardah Police Traininj^ College f 

{g) When was this post created, and will the Government be pleased 
to give reasons for the creation of this post P 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) to {e) The member is 
referred to the answers given to question No. 260. 

(/) and (^) A post of Assistant Principal (to be filled by a Super¬ 
intendent of Police) was created in February, 1921, to assist the Prin¬ 
cipal, mainly in connection with the practical part of the training of 
officpi^s. 


Demands for grants. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN moved ** that a sum of Ks. 200 be transferred from * 6.— 
Land Revenue—Management of Government Estates—Outlay on 
Improvements * to * B2.—Medical * on account of annual contribution 
to the Rainnagar dispensary in the Contai subdivision in the district of 
Midnapore.” 

The note from the Revenue Department explains the necessity of 
this transfer which has been made at l^e recommendation of tbo Board 
of Revenue and is for a dispensary. I trust that this will be granted 
by tbe Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR moved **that a sum of Rs. 31,51,000 be trans¬ 
ferred from ‘ 5.—^Land Revenue—Charges of District Administration— 
General and Subdivisional Establishments * to * 22.—General Admin¬ 
istration ' in view of the decision of the Government of India that the 
expenditure of the district uificers and their establishment now divided 
between the heads * 5.—Land Revenue ’ and * 24.—Administration of 
Justice ’ should be recorded entirely under * 22.—General Administra¬ 
tion.* *’ 

This is purely a formal matter. Hitlierto there has been a somewhat 
complicated arrangement regarding the allocation of the cost of Dis¬ 
trict Ofiicers and their establishment between the heads ** Land Revenue” 
and “ Administration of Justice.’* The Government of India have 
now decided that all charges in connection with the District Officers will 
be debited to a new head “ 22.—General Administration.*” 

Tbe motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM moved “ that a sum of Rs. 1.000 
be transferred from ‘ 24.—Administration of Justice—High Court' to 
' 41.—Civil Works—Public Works Department * for the construction 


Th6 Hoit*Mfl Mr. KERR moved “ that a sum of Bs. 27,35,000 be 
transferred from ‘ 24.—Administration of Justice—Criminal Courts— 
General and Subdivisional Kstablishments ’ to * 22.—General Adminis* 
tration * in view of the decision of the Government of India that the 
expenditure of the district officers and their establishment now divided 
between the heads ‘ 6.—Ijand Revenue ' and * 24.—Administration of 
Justice * should be recorded entirely under * 22.—General Administra* 
tion.' 

This is supplementary to tho resolution which I have just now moved. 

The motion was put and a^eed to. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler) moved " that the sum of Rs. 31,000 under ‘ 29.— 
I’olitical—Miscellaneous * be transferred to * 22.—General Administra* 
tion—Civil Secretariat ’ owing to the decision of the audit officers that 
this charge should not appear under the head ‘29.—Political.* ** 

This is a matter of accounts classification. The provision, as ex¬ 
plained to the Council in a memorandum which has been circulated, has 
reference to the establishment of shorthand writers which is employed 
for the reporting of public speeches both in English and in the Vernacu¬ 
lar. This has hitherto lieeu shown under the head “ Political,” and it 
has been nded by the Accounts authority that it should more appro¬ 
priately be shown under “ General Administration—Civil Sewetariat.^* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Navvab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) moved “ that a sum of Bs. 15,767 be transferred from the 
provision of Bs. 1,02,000 under ‘ 35.—Industries—Director of Industries 
—Miscellaneous—Mining Instructions in coal-fields * to ‘ 41.—Civil 
Works—Public Works Department * for the construction of the follow¬ 
ing:— 


(а) Conetruction of a mining loctiiro ball for mining 

closseB at Kanigauj ... ... 6,967 

(б) CoDstrnction of quarters for the Indiau assi^ant 

attached to the mining lecture ball at Ranigauj ... 8,800 " 

In doing so I wish to make it clear that I am not asking the Coun¬ 
cil for any additional grant. 

The money has already been voted by the Council and is included in 

the sum of Rs. 1,02,000 which they have granted under the head “35._ 

Indnstries for Mining Instructions in coal-fields/’ As the works wiU 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER moved ** that a sum oi 
Bs. 20,400 out of Bs. 25,000 under * 47.—Miscellaneous—Miscellaneous 
unforeseen charges * he transferred to the heads noted below on account 
of the following items:— 

22.— GeoersI Administration— 


Bs. 

(а) For printing of electoral rolls in Birbhum ... 61 

(б) For grant of honorarium to the ministerial staff of 

the 24>Fargaiia8 district ... ... ... 960 

(e) For grant to the Calcutta Corporolion on account of 
expenditure incurred by it in couiieutiun with elec¬ 
tions ••a ••• 10,853 

(d) Por grant to the Uacca'^uQicipality fur expenditure 

incurred by it on account of elections ... ... 25 

(«) For grant of honorarium to the election roll officer of 
the Calcutta Corporation in connection with a bye- 
electioii ea« ••• ••• 60 

(/) For expeodituro in connection with the bye-election 

of the Burdwan constituency ••• ••• 1,600 

( ;) For printing of electoral rolls in Noakbali district ... 956 

(/i) For erection of polling enclosures <in Barrackpore sub* 

division esa esa 790 

(i) For expenditure in connection with bye-elcctions that 

may occur ... ... ... ... 5,185 


20,370 


24.—Administration of Justice— 

(J) Grant of honoraiiuiu to the stenographer of the Dis¬ 
trict Judge of Uooghly ... ... ... 30 


20,400." 


These various items are, on the face of them, connected with the 
recent Council elections and the bye-elections which have been held in 
consequence of certain vacancies. The items explain themselves. 
They cover expenditure incurred for the holding of election. The largest 
item was incuii'ed on account of elections in Calcutta. A lump pro¬ 
vision, in anticipation of charges of this kind, was made under the head 
“ Miscellaneous ** and all that I propose now is to transfer it to the 
proper heads. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


unforeseen charges to the heads noted 
account of contract contingencies: —• 

below to meet charges 


Bs. 

7.—Stamps 

1,000. 

9.—^Begistration 

1,000 

22.—General Administintion 

68,500 

24.—Administration of Justice 

10,000 

26.—Police 

1,00,000 

32.—Medical 

... 1,10,000 

34.—Agriculture 

2,000 

41.—Civil Works—Civil 

1,000 


2,93,500.” 


As I explained to the Council in course of the Budget debate the 
conti’nct contingent grants for the various offices were fixed in 1917. 
Since then the prices of all Tniscellaueous articles, statioueiy, i)ostage 
and telegiunis and so on have gone up very considerably and the Dis- 
trict officers and otheis arc no longer able to keep within the allotment 
which was made in 1917. We accordingly made a lump provision of 
Bs. 3,00,000 in the budget which was i^assed by the Council and we now 
ask the Council io apinove of the distribution of that lump sum under 
various heads as shown in the memorandum which has been circulated. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY moved ** that the demand 
for transfer of Us. 1,00,000 from the head * 47.—Miscellaneous—Mis¬ 
cellaneous and unforeseen charges ’ to the head * 26.—^IWice * to meet 
cliarges on account of contract contingencies, be refused. 

The other day we passed a supplementary budget grant for this very 
Police department and now we are confronted with an extra supplemen¬ 
tary budget demand. Perhaps, by next November, we shaD meet with 
another additional extra supplementary Police demand, and so, at every 
sitting of the (-ouncil, this nation-preserving department will continue 
its demand. 

Sir, under what conditions can a supplementary budget grant be 
demanded? If we turn to iiile 94 of the Council Buies and Standing 
Orders, we will find that an estimate for supplementary grant can only 
he presented to the Council, when the amount voted in the annual 
Budget is found to he insufficient for the purposes of the current year. 
Now, has this been found insufficient? In the Budget we have already 





spent dnrinjp the last five months that the GoTomment now finds it¬ 
self in an impossible position? And will this additional Rs. 1,00,000 
tide it over the remaining seven months? No, Sir, it cannot yet have 
been found so, for it is impossible for the whole amount to have been 
ftlready spent within such a short time. 

In the Police department there are less number of items which fall 
under the head ** contract contingencies,*’ than in any other depart¬ 
ment. Items which in other depaHments come under ** contract con¬ 
tingencies” e.ff.f petty constructions purchase of tents, purchase of 
clothing, etc., are, in the Police department, fully provided for else¬ 
where and do not come under ” contract contingencies.” Cost of 
photographs, country stationery, hire of boats and elephants, servic.e 
postage stamps, repairs to accoutrements, lighting charge of police 
stations and some other minor things fall under this head in the Police 
department. 

In paragraph 8 of Government resolution No. 3697 P. of 1894, 
which is still in force, it was strictly enjoined that unless a very strong 
case was mode out and unless re-appropriaiion from other grants be 
found impossible, no application for an additional grant under the 
head ** contract contingencies ” would be entertained and that all dis¬ 
bursing ofiicers must so arrange theiy expenditure as to avoid the 
necessity for sucrh applications. This has also been repeated in Govern¬ 
ment circular Nt». 11 P. of 1900 and again in No. 376-FF. of 1907. In 
the latter the Government resoUitioii runs as follows:— 

Tlie Tiiontenant'Governor wiitbes it to be clearly understood that no application 
for an extra grant will be entertained in future unless it can be shown that the 
charges for which the grant is required, were abnormal and beyond the disbursing 
officer’s control and could not have been postponed or met by more prudent arrange¬ 
ment. 

Sir, the allotments of ” contract contingencies ” arc based on the 
actuals of the i)ast four yeai's after eliminating all abnormal charges and 
making duo allowance for the expansion of growing departments. The 
present allotment for contract contingencies, which was made only in 
1917, when war conditions were prevailing and prices were very high, 
wa.s Bs. 7,35,1 LC. It was the maximum fixed after due C/onsideration 
of the preceding last four years’ expenses and was not to be ordinarily 
exceeded. But what do we find? The Financial Secretary has cir¬ 
culated a note to us showing that even in 1918-19, the actuals of Police 
contract contingencies amounted to Rs. 8,68,007, in 1919-20 Rs. 9,26,722, 
and in 1920-21 Rs. 9,12,965 and the average of last three years 
Rs. 9,02,561. Thus it is patent that although a sanctioned allotment 
was fixed for five years in 1917, it was fixed only nominally to be exceeded 
tbe very next year. Sir, the sanctioned allotment for five years from 
1907 to 1912 for the Police department was Rs. 3,08,000 and now it is 


allotment ol the contract contingencies of other departments, the con* 
trast would he still more stiiking. Sir, the Secretary in his note has 
stated that this additional Rs. 1,00,000 is necessary for the increased 
rates of postage and telegraph charges. But were these rates high too 
during the last three years P No, but the present sanctioned allotment 
had all along beeli exceeded. And the root'Cause is that eTen against the 
spirit of the letter of the Government resolutions, the disbursing officers 
exercised no control and they in their turn are not controlled hy their 
superiors. It is this want of control over the finances which is the bane 
of this Police department that I most object to. Sir, superintendence is 
mostly confined to the maintenance of a superficial discipline, ability to 
stand erect, to march steps and to salute with the proper jerk and angular 
precision and we have got u host of officers enjoying fat emoluments 
therefor. 

Sir, a retrenchment Committee is sitting at present to see if any 
retrenchments are possible. Cannot the Hon’ble the Hon’hle Member 
wait a few months to see whetlier means could be found to do without 
this extra grant? The demand already granted would "Surely he enough 
at least for these few months. 

The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I venture to think that the 
Kumar is carrying his inveterate fend against Police expeudituro, of 
which he has so often made himself the champion in this Council in 
recent months, to extremes which are almost verging on the ridiculous.' 
We have here a grant which covers some fifteen departments, the 
general nature of the proposal being to transfer certain additional sums 
in respect of these departments to the contract contingency grant of 
each from the lump provisions specifically made for that purpose in the 
budget. The reason for this transfer is common to all these fifteen 
deimrtments, namely, the fact that these contract grants were settled 
in 1917, since when the cost of labour and of such things as postage and 
telegraph charges and other heads of expenditure, which are com¬ 
mon to all departments, has gone up to a marked extent. That argu¬ 
ment is common to all these 15 departments. The Kumar is perfectly 
willing to swallow that argument in the case of fourteen departments, 
hut it slicks in his gorge when he comes to the Police department. Is 
the depai*tment of Police in this respect in any way different from the 
other fourteen in which the same causes are operative? The Kumar 
has not advanced any single argument as to why the same causes 
should not be oi)erative in the case of the Police department, except his 
general indictment, of which I am beginning to get tired, that the sup¬ 
erior police officei'H do not exercise supervision of any kind whatsoever, 
and his doubtful statement that contract contingencies in the Police 
department cover less heads than in any other. I know not upon what 


of photographs, repair of boats, country stationery, printing at pri- 
yate presses, temporary boat establishment, country medicine, cost 
of repairs to steamers and schooners, petty repairs, pay of menials, hot 
and cold weather charges* tour charges, repairs to tents, purchase and 
repair of fuiiiiture, service postage charges and service telegrams, 
office expenses, repair of arms and accoutrements, lighting charges of 
police-stations, miscellaneous, hire of launches, boats, elephants, horses 
and mules, cost of coal and fuel for launches, cost of cadastral maps 
maintenance of motor lorries and police investigation. So the list is 
quite a lengthy one, and I doubt much if it is any less than similar lists 
in the case of other departments, while, more probably, it is longer. 

Now, one of the reasons that we had to ask for this grant in the case 
of the Police is our action in the past in cutting Police expenditure too 
low-down to a point below which the department could not be carried on.' 
If the Council will look at the figures, they will see that the budget provi¬ 
sion for Police expenditure has been fixed at a very low figure. I am my¬ 
self responsible for so fixing it. But I so fixed it in pursuance of our con¬ 
stant desire to reduce Police expenditure as much as possible. If the 
Council will look at the figures, they will see that against the three 
years* average of Rs. 9,02,561, the budget provision is only for 
Bs. 7,29,000, and I put it to the Council whether the conditions of this 
year are in any way different from those of the three years on which the 
average is based. It is surely not unreasonable to ask for a sum which 
is even less than the average standard. Further, I cannot assure the 
Council that we may not have to come up later and ask for more. The 
Inspector-General of Police says that wo shall have to do so, and he 
writes as follows;— 

Districts arc already complaining of the inadequacy of tlie grants given to 
them. There has been an all-round increase in the prices of articles, building 
materials, cost of labour, rates of postage, rates of railway freights and faro, etc., 
which necessitates an increased expenditure under almost all sub-heads of contract 
contingencies, e.g., repairs to departmental buildings, repairs to launches and 
boats, country stationery and modicincs, oil for police statiunn, pay of menials, 
cost of coal, etc. Besides this owing to the introduction of revised postal rates 
the expenditure under the head “ postage and telegram charges has been very 
. heavy. Some of the districts have reported that they will be unable to carry on 
unless substantial extra grants are given to them. Proposals have been received 
from certain districts for the purchase and renewal of hospital equipment, furni¬ 
ture, clothing, bedding and utensils, but they have been kept pending for want 
of fwds thus causing great inconvenience to patients. A large sum wilt be 
required to equip the new Police hospital at Howrah, which is expected to be com¬ 
pleted this year, and for diet and travelling allowance of ehauhidart for guarding 
railway lines on the occasion of the proposed visit of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales to Bengal. 

I submit, Sir, that this is a simple and straightforward argument, fully 
justifying the demand which we now make, and, moreover an argument 


The amendment was put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’blo Mr. Kerr was put and carried. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur moved ** that a sum of Bs. 4,661 be transferred from the 
head ‘ 41.—Civil Works—Public Works Department—^llepairs ’ to 
* 22.—General Administration ’ for repairs to furniture of the Barrack- 
pore Circuit House.** 

The sum of Its. 4,661 for repairs to furniture in Barrackpore House 
was originally shown under ** 41.—Civil Works ** in the Budget, as Bar¬ 
rackpore House was not then declared as a Circuit House. The charges 
for the maintenance of furniture of Circuit House cannot be debited to 
** 41 .—Civil Works,** but as the amount required for Barrackpore has 
already been inchided under that head it is now proposed to transfer it 
to “ 22.—General Administration ” to which it is properly debitable. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

I think 1 ought to iufonn the meml>er.s that His Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor has declined to give any extension of time for the session. The 
discussion of the resolutions relating to the ministerial officers will now 
be resumed. 


Salaries of Ministerial OfRoers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERRs As there were comparatively few mem¬ 
bers present when I began my speech on the Ministerial officers Commit- 
tee*8 report last night, I may, perhaps, be allowed to recapitulate veiy 
briefly what I then said in regard to the general principles on which 
we are dealing with the subject. I then explained that as the coat of 
the scheme, whatever principles we might adopt, woiild certainly 
exceed Ks. 15 lakhs, the scheme would require the sanction of the 
Secretary of State and that under the instructions of the Secretary of 
State we were debarred from putting our own proposals before the 
Council or asking the Council for a vote until the Secretary of State 
had had an opportunity of examining the matter. I said, however, that 
there was no bar to the Council expressing its views on the subject 
and that we had arranged for this debate to take place in order to give 
the (Council that opportunity. 




ou the various proposals which have been put before it. The most 
important of these is the standard of cnliancement which is to be adopted 
and I showed that on the whole our safest standard would he an increase 
of pay based on the figures of the Uirector-Oeneral of Statistics. I 
showed that his latest returns indicated an increase of prices in India 
over pre-war rates of 66 per cent, and that there was every likelihood 
that there would be a fall in that rate within a leasonahle period of 
time. I thei'efore suggested that as a general guide it would be suffi¬ 
cient to take the Committee’s standard in preference to that of the Uai 
Bahadur which allows a general increase of pay of about 100 per cent. 

I showed that the cost of the various schemes would be as follows: 
the scheme in the majority I'eport will cost about 31 laklis over the pre¬ 
war rates; the scheme of the Hai Bahadur will cost about B-s. 48 lakhs; 
and if we add to the Rai Bahadur’s scheme the various proposals which 
have been made in these resolutions, we estimate that it would come 
roughly to another Rs. 10 or 12 lakhs, that is to say, about 60 or 65 lakhs 
over pre-war rates. Of course, it is difficult to form an accurate estimate 
about the cost of these schemes in the resolutions as some of them overlap 
one another and some appear to be contradictory. Then, I said that 
1 did not think that the Council was qualified to go into all the details 
regarding the difieront posts which have been raised in some of the 
resolutions. The House of Commons would certainly not undertake 
work of that kind, nor would any deliberative body in the civilised 
world, as far as I am aware, undertake the e.xamination of detailed 
proposals about such persons as Registration mubarrirs and Civil Sur¬ 
geons’ clerks. I then said that as an illustration of the different points 
involved, 1 proposed to go briefly through the proposals in resolution 
No. 23 and that was the point that I readied when the time came for 
the adjournment last night. 

The first proposal in resolution No. 23, is an important one, because 
it relates to the initial pay of the ministerial officers in the lower grades 
in the mufassal courts and offic'es. The discussions on this point showed 
that the various speakers had failed to notice the very important prin¬ 
ciples laid down by the Committee in paragraph 9 of their report 
regarding the standard value of time-scales. It is, of course, a fact that 
both for existing incumbents and fbr new i*eoruits the substitution of 
a time-scale for a graded system is in itself a gieat advantage. Under 
the graded system a man may be stuck in one gi'ude for several years 
and in the smaller offices, where promotion is bad, a man may stop 
seven years or even longer in a grade: whereas under the time-scale 
he goes up steadily with annual or biennial increments, and that factor 
alone is an enormous advantage to the incumbents on a time-scale as 
compared with the same man or his predecessor on the graded system. 


the standard values of the time-scale proposed by the Committee and 
those proposed In theso resolutions. Now, taking the zohnlsterial 
officers of the lower grades, the existing pay is Hs. 25 risiug to Bs. 50 
in various grades. The Committee proimse a time-scale of Bs. 40—SO, 
by increments of Bs. 2. The average of this scale is Bs. 60 and the 
average of the pi'esent scale is Bs. 33; so the average improvement 
provided for by the committee is very nearly 100 per cent. Allowing, 
however, for past service to count, the value of the increase to existing 
incumbents is very much greater. Kr. Boy, who is one of the authors 
of the report and is now Collector of Bankura, reports that the effect 
of the application of the Committee’s scale to his office will be an im¬ 
mediate increase ranging from 60 to 90 per cent., and even as much as 
100 per cent, in the case of individuals. Mr. Roy is apparently shocked 
to find that his proposals have become so expensive and I must say that I 
am surprised to find it also. Now, the average of the scale proposed in 
the resolution is Bs. 76, that is to say, Bs. 16 in excess of the Com¬ 
mittee’s scale and no less than Bs. 43 above the present scale; and the 
average increase works out at 137 per cent, and the actual increase in indi¬ 
vidual cases would of course he much higher for the reasons I have just 
given. I suggest that an increase of 137 per cent, to the lower grade 
ministerial officers is altogether more than we can afford. These people 
are extremely numerous and it may interest the Council to know the 
actual figures of the total cost. The Committee’s proposals would cost 
about Bs. 47,000 a month or about half a lakh, or Bs. 6 lakhs annually. 
The extra cost of the ])ropoHals in Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed’s resolution 
would be Bs. 98,000 or very nearly a lakh a month, that is to say, 
Bs. 12 lakhs a year over the present cost; in other words the extra 
expenditure is double or rather more than double that of the majority 
report of the Committee. I do not think that we can afford an extra 
Bs. 6 lakhs for the ministerial officers in the lower grades in the mu- 
fassal. At present, as I have said, they begin on Bs. 25 and we propose 
to give them Bs. 40 and after they have passed the period of probation 
they will go up steadily with annual increments; so a young man of 
twenty or twenty-two years of age will begin to draw Bs. 40 and go 
up steadily to the top of the grade at Bs. 80. I ask the Council to 
consider whether this is not sufficient to meet the needs of the minis¬ 
terial officers of the lower grades especially having regard to the present 
state of the financial resources of the province. 

The next proposal deals with the upper division. The present pay 
of the upper division is Bs. 60—125 and the average of this scale is 
Bs. 75. The Committee proposed that this should be raised to Bs. 
80—140; the average value of which is Bs. 115, or an increase of 64 
per cent. The average of the proposals in the resolution is Bs. 142 


the Committee’s proposal will cost Rs. 43,000, the Rai Bahadur's 
scheme will cost Rs. 50,000 and the cost of the scheme in the 
lesolution will be Rs. 53,000, or altout Rs. 10,000 or Re. 12,000 
more than the cost of the Committee’s scheme; or well ovei‘ Rs. 1,00,000 
a year for the upper*divisio]i alone. 

Then, we Come to the case of the sheristadars of Munsifs's courts. 
Theii* present pay is Rs. 60 in Kustern Bengiil, and Rs. 70 in Western 
Bengal; the Committee prot>osed that they should be put on a scale of 
Rs. 80—100, an increase of 50 per cent. The scale proposed in the reso¬ 
lution is Rs. 120—150; the average cost of the proposal will be Rs. 142 
as compai'ed with Rs. 93, which is the average of the Committee’s 
proposal. The proposal in the resolution will cost Rs. 33,000 against 
Rs. 22,000 under the Commitfee’s proposal, that is, an increase of 
Rs. 11,000 a month, or above Rs. 1,00,000 a year; so taking the first 
three proposals that have already been dealt with, they give us an 
increase of about Rs. 8 to Rs. 9 lakhs straightaway over the Committee’s 
proposals and that is a very large sum indeed. 

The fourth proposal is regarding the limitation of immediate in¬ 
creases of pay to 50 per cent. Government is prepared to accept this 
resolution as we find that the limitation works unevenly and is causing 
considerable trouble and dissatisfaction in other services. This limi¬ 
tation of increment is a comparatively recent innovation which has been 
introduced by the Government of India in certain recent re-organisations. 
We propose to recommend that we should not be bound by this limiting 
consideration in raising the pay of tlie ministerial officers. The final 
decision, however, as I have said, will rest with the Government of 
India and the Secretary of State, and I cannot say what view they will 
take of our proposal. 

Then, the fifth proposal relates to the head clerks and translators in 
Judges’ offices. There aro 11 ot these officers, 6 of whom are on 
Rs. 126 and 6 t)n Rs. 100. TIjc average pay is Rs. 111. The proposal 
• of the Committee is to increase their pay so as to give them an average 
of Rs. 163; so the Committee have gone beyond their standard percen¬ 
tage in fixing the pay of these posts. The average proposed in the 
resolution would be Rs. 212 or nearly 100 per cent, over the existing 
pay. There are only a few of these officers, but I suggest that the 
inci'ement proposed in these resolutions is excessive. 

Then, there is the case of the head clerks in Civil Surgeons’ offices. 
The proposal in the resolution recommends that these people should be 
placed on the same footing as the ministerial officers of the upper divi¬ 
sion. The Civil Surgeons’ offices are very small, some of them have 
three clerks and some have only two. The work is entirely of a routine 


clerks iu Civil Surgeons’ oifices is Rs. 40. The proposal of the Com¬ 
mittee will raise the average to Hs. 75; the Committee were apparently 
conscious that their proposal in this respect might be considered ex¬ 
travagant, but they thought that head clerks should be allowed to draw 
Rs. 75 which gives an increase of nearly 100 per cent. The proposal 
in the resolution would give them an increase of 250 per cent, on exist¬ 
ing rates; here, again, I submit that there is no need to go so far 
as that. 

Before I conclude, 1 should like to say a few words regarding the 
impoiiant resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. He proposes to 
accept the minority report subject to certain additions. I have had 
an opportunity of going through the matter with him just before this 
Council meeting and 1 think we are pretty well agreed on the figures 
as to what the cost of his proposals is. I do not think I need go into 
details. The net result is that if Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s pro¬ 
posal is accepted regarding the si)ecific posts mentioned in his reso¬ 
lution, the coat will be about Bs. 5 lukhs over the Rai Bahadur’s report 
and about Rs. 14 lakhs over the majority report. 

The most impoiiant point here again is as regards the lower division 
olerks in the mufhssal. These i)eople are utfmerous. The majoirity 
report will give them an increase of Rs. 1,19,000 and the minority 
report Rs. 1,42,000 and the re.solutioii gives them an increase of Rs. 
1,57,000 or Rs. 15,000 over the minority report. Similarly, on the 
judicial side we get veiy much the same proiwrtion. So in the lower 
division alone the proposal of Babu Indu Bhusan Dutta will cost about 
Rs. 3^ lakhs more than any of the others. 

I do not think I need take up the time of the Council by going into 
further details; if any member wants to have any further information 
I shall be glad to give it. What I have said, I think, sufficiently 
illustrates my point that this Council is not a very, suitable body for 
deciding on the pay of individual jmsts. What it can do fairly is to 
make up its mind us to the general principles which should be adopted * 
in the revision of the pay. I suggest that we must be guided in our 
conclusions by what it is reasonable to grant to these deserving officers 
in order to enable them to meet the rise in the cost of living. A good 
di'ul has been said in this debate about invidious d^tinctions made in 
the proposals of the Committee, and certainly there are cases in which 
the Committee’s proposals will have to be scrutinised very carefully. 
But I say that the Committee’s report as a whole provides sufiiciently 
for the increased cost of living, particularly as there is a reasonable 
hope that the cost of living will fall at no distant date. If unhappily 
this hope is not fulfilled, there is nothing to prevent our reconsideling 
the scale of pay of ministerial officers at a later date, but I submit 


people io view of the increased cost of Imng. Then we cannot in onr 
pi'esent financial position disregard the financial prospects of this Presi¬ 
dency. 1 submit that some of these resolutions go considerably be>oud 
what is reasonably necessary and considerably beyond what we can 
reasonably pay in our present financial positron. 1 would ask the 
Council to consider all these factors before coming to a decision. I 
should explain that Goyernment have no scheme ready of their own, 
and as we have no scheme to put before the Council, we do not pro¬ 
pose that the officials should take any part in any diyision that 
may be called for in connection with these resolutions. A record of 
this debate and the decision of the Council will, therefore, be submitted 
to the Secretary of State as representing the unfettered conclusions 
of the non-official members of this Council, and I urge the Council in 
view of these considerations to be cautious as to the decisions it comes to. 

*The whole scheme will be scnitinised by the Government of India and 
in the India Office, and they will compare it with the proposals which 
have recently been sanctioned or which are now being made for other 
provinces, and if the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
find that a pay of Ks. 350 a month has been proposed for certain posts 
in place of Rs. 100 for similar posts in other provintMJS, they will natu¬ 
rally be inclined to think that this is rather extravagant. I do not say 
that we are bound in any way by the decision of other provinces because 
the conditions may be quite different, but the India Office will naturally 
look with suspicion on rates of pay which greatly exceed those for 
similar posts in other provinces. Apart from these technical object 
tions, the India Office will not fail to scrutinise the scheme in the light 
of the present financial position. We have, as the Council is well aware, 
been \irging upon the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
for the last eight months that our financial resources are entirely 
inadequate to meet our requirements even if we utilise our resources 
in the most economical spirit. We have opponents in other provinces 
^ho will think that any benefits given to us will reflect unfavourably 
upon them and they will naturally scrutinise our demand for a financial 
re-settlement "with the utmost jealousy and care. I say it would be 
most unfortunate if we gave these people a handle to suggest that we 
are extravagant in regard to the proposals we send up for the sanction 
of higher authorities. It is not my business to make any suggestion, 
as the matter is in its present stage left to the decision of the Council, 
- but I should be inclined to ask the Council to consider whether in view of 
the facts it is—^I say without any disrespect-^qualified to deal with Indi¬ 
vidual posts, ecpecially in view of the fact that we must be very careful 
of our financial reputation. I do feel inclined to suggest that these 
resolutions might be withdrawn and a general reirolution might be s'^bsti- 
tuted recognising the financial difficulties and asking the Secretaiy* of 
State to consider the case of the ministerial officers in Bengal in as 



Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURU The clerks ar 0 f^neraUy 
poorly paid officers and they should be given increment as early as 
possible. Other services have already got sympathetic consideration 
irom the hands of Qovemment and it is only right and just that the 
clerks also should get* similar treatment as early asf possible. The 
Police, the Ibcecutive, the Judicial and all other officers have got incre¬ 
ments in their pay, and if the ministerial officers are not given incre¬ 
ment soon, they would be put to great hardship. H.ope deferred 
maketh the heart sick, and ihe sooner they get relief the better. 

With these few remarks, 1 beg to support the resolutions Nos. 23 
to 38. 

Blbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in supporting 
the resolution which has been moved by Babu Surendra Nath Bay on 
behalf of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri. I know that the prices of food- 
grains and other necessaries of life have become very high, rather 
thoy have become prohibitive, and I know that these ministerial offi¬ 
cers have been suftering much on this account, and I furthei* know that 
their salaries are quite inadequate to meet their demands and, there¬ 
fore, the sooner the necessary steps are taken for increasing their salaries 
the better for these clerks as well as for the public at large. But £ 
find that some difficulty stands in the way and that difficulty has been 
admitted by Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur in his Note of Dis¬ 
sent where he has stated that— 

My greatest difficulty has been this: the financial position of the Government 
of Bengal is far hum prosperous and the revision of the pay of the Ministerial 
Service has been taken up in a most unfortunate moment ... 1 have takbn 
some part in pressing upon Government the necessity of curtailing ejqjwnditure 
.in all directions, to provide money for various urgent Reforms. 

He has further stated in paragraph 6 of his Note of Dissent that— 

The increased cost involved in the recommendations of mj coUeagues is about 
Bs. 41i lakhs per annum. 

So it appears that if we accept the Note of Dissent of Bai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur there will he an increase of cost of Bs. 19^ 
lakhs over that recommended by the Committee. We all know that 
there has been a deficit of Bs. 2^ orores and at the last session this 
Council recommended further grants for sanitation and technical edu¬ 
cation, and there is not the slightest doubt that the Gbvemment of 
Bengal will be pleased to make suitable grants for sanitation and for 
technical education as well as for primary education during the.next 
year,.and therefore I think there will be a deficit of Bs. 3 crores or 
more next year. The only way to meet this deficit is further taxation 
and it is with the greatest reluctance that we shall have to give way. 
We should certainly do justice to these ministerial officers but at the 


been accepted by Governioent, is the wisest step that can be taken in 
the i^sent circumstances. Tiet us recommend the sug^stions made 
by the All-Bengal Ministerial Officers' Conference held at Bhowanipore 
the other day, and I hope and trust that these suggestions will be accept¬ 
ed by Govemment. As regards the other resolutions, I fail to under¬ 
stand how wo can support them. We do not know the details—it 
will take a long time to go through them and come to a conclusion. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the resolution moved by Babu 
Surendra Kath Hay and I hope and trust that Government will be 
pleased to consider the suggestions of the Ministerial Officers’ Confer¬ 
ence favourably and grant relief to the poor ministerial officers. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: In rising to com¬ 
mend Babu Indu Bhushan Butta’s resolution for the acceptance of this 
House, I am constrained to remark that it constitutes a third report 
without the advantage of a committee of inquiry. But this unfortunate 
imxmsse has been brought about by the natural perversity of Govern¬ 
ment in not looking for intoinrmtioii where the best information is avail¬ 
able and in refusing access to the accredited representatives of the 
Uiinisterial officers when the»^ endeavoured to give evideuco liefore the 
Committee. The recommendations of ^abu Indu Bhushan Dutta embody 
to a large extent the recommendations of the ministerial officers th«>m- 
selves with certain modifications more or less. Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitm Bahadur’s minority report is a good-natured, generous report, 
which has aimed only at increasing the pay of ministerial officers to an 
extent greater than that recommended hv the majority report, and he 
has, in that report, perpetuated the invidious distinctions which have 
crept in the majority report. But the remarks of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Eerr as regards the enemies that beset us in all directions make cowards 
of us all. However, since we know that the resolutions that we shall 
send up are not peremptory and are not such that it is incumbent 
upon the Government to accept, considering that they will go up to the 
Secretary of State for India for comparison with other provinces, I 
thf nk the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta can go without 
best benisons. 

In this connection, I would like to call the attention of Government 
as well to the representation of the clerks of the Registration depart¬ 
ment. There is no doubt that the clerks of the Registration depart¬ 
ment are recruited from sources of less qualified people than the clerks 
in other departments. Nevertheless, as they have to live like clerks 
they undoubtedly deserve some consideration and Government, 1 hope, 
will be pleased to consider tbeir recommendations at tbe same time 
as they consider tbe recommendations in tbe report of the Ministerial 
Officers' Conference. But I would personally like these recommenda¬ 
tions to be coupled with certain riders if it were possible to do so. II 


should have a competence such as would place them above temptation, 
we at the same time appeal to the ministerial officers that they will deal 
lightly with the public when chance and the position they occupy brings 
them into contact with the public. Do we not know many officers 
placed in advantageous positions, who abuse their powers beyond the 
needs of temptation, do we not know many ministerial officers who 
derive a competence very near to the competence derived by the Hon’bie 
Ministers of Bengal? At the same time I would request the Gov¬ 
ernment to issue circulars to Government officials that in future 
they should no longer connive at this bribery which they no 
doubt condone under the general impression that the scale of 
pay hitherto allowed to the ministerial staff is admittedly insufficient to 
meet their wants. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA: This subject is of great 
importance to a lai’ge number of educated middle class people, from whose 
T&ika the ministerial officers are generally recruited. Theirs is a case 
for belated justice. We have followed with very great interest, the 
lucid statement made by the Hon*ble Mr. Kerr, with regard to our finan¬ 
cial position, and some of his counsels are really counsels of perfection; 
but it is a pity that these counsels of perfection were not taken into consi¬ 
deration by the Government here or by the Government at home, in 
giving large increases to the Imperial as well as to the Provincial services. 
Now, we have to look to economy and retrenchment, when we have to 
consider the cases of our ministerial officers. They should not be treated 
like ordinai*y labourers, although market-rates should always be taken 
into consideration. It is peculiar to our society, that they have a posi¬ 
tion to maintain and that is a matter which should have been taken into 
consideration by Government. Many persons have been hard hit by the 
extraordinary rise in the prices of the necessaries of life; but these offi¬ 
cers come from a class, which of all the people has been most hard hit, 
and it is very extraordinary that the Government was satisfied only by 
giving them some temporary allowances. This question has been hang¬ 
ing fire for such a length of time, that this suggestion about loss of fur¬ 
ther time appears to us to be very ingenious. But it has been* pointed 
out by the Hon*ble Member, that in this matter the sanction of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and the Secretary of State is necessary, and that means 
a lot of time. Then the formulation of a scheme by the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment will also take some time. It would have been much better if 
Government were in a position to give immediate relief to this hard- 
worked and useful class of public servants, and that would have avoided 
the necessity of many members of this House giving notices of their 
resolutions, and we would have been perfectly satisfied if this matter 
had not come before this House, and Government had dealt with it, to 


to what should be done in regard to this useful class of people. Now we 
have been dismayed by the figures giyen by the Hon’ble the Finance 
!&£ember. We know our position and we are if not altogether bank¬ 
rupt, on the Tcrge of bankruptcy; unless some aid or help comes from 
the Qoyemment of India. But, at the same time, 1 think we should 
not despair as we haye hopes for the future; we hope and trust our 
financial position will gradually improye and that the Qoyemment of 
India will listen to the yoice of the people and will receive the deputa¬ 
tion which we are sending sympathetically, and we hope that the result 
will be satisfactory. But I think this should not deter us from express¬ 
ing our opinion on this question. It has been pointed out by the Hon’ble 
Member that our function is simply to express an. opinion, and if that 
opinion be unreasonable, the whole question may be shelved by the Secre¬ 
tary of State. But I think it all depends on how the case is put, and 
instead of going into details, I think we can very well put that the 
rise in the prices alone is not to be considered—^there are other factors 
too. I do not share the optimism of the Hon’ble the Finance Member 
that the position will he easy in the near future, I do not think that 
it has been exactly our experience: when the prices have gone up once, 
they stick there, or go still higher. 

Now the recommendations of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 
no doubt, to a certain extent, would relieve these people, but I think 
that is not enough. The resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta goes 
somewhat further, and without going into details I think that his pro¬ 
posal is far more reasonable considering all the circumstances. I think 
every Indian gentleman of this House, he he a Hindu or a Muhammadan 
or a Christian, knows better than the European gentlemen here of the 
position of these clerks, and our view is that the resolution of Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta ought to be accepted, though it may involve a lump 
increase of Rs. 3 or 4 lakhs. 

There is one other point to which I should like to invite the atten¬ 
tion of this House. It has been said that we should not go beyond 
what has been done in other provinces. I think we are not going be¬ 
yond what has been given by the major provinces of Bombay and Madras. 
They have given more; and we should not compare ourselves with the 
neighbouring province of Bihar and Orissa. Even Assam has given much 
more than what we propose to give. So, I submit to this House, that if 
we take into account the amount of relief which has been given to these 
officers in different provinces, we will not be very generous even if we 
accept the resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

I' have one other observation to make, and that is with regard to a 
certain class of officers, namely, the sheristadars of the Munsifs* courts. 



in HuBsifs* courts. This distioction, I should say, is most ungenerous; 
because the sheristadars in Hunsif’s courts do a greater amount of 
work and more responsible work too, than the sheristadars in Sub-> 
Judges* courts. The only thing that can be said is that the number of 
munsifs is very large and so the number of sheristadars must be very 
large and the expenditure will therefore be considerable. But I thinh 
this should not stand in the way of their being placed on the same foot* 
ing as sub-judges’ sheristadars, and I hope this will be farourably con¬ 
sidered by Oovernment. With these remarks, I beg to sui^ort the 
amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur and Babu NITYA DHONE 
MUKHERJEE moved that the question be put. 

The PRESIDENT: There are several important questibns involved 
and 1 am not prepared at this stage to apply the closure. If you move 
it a little later, I shall consider it. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur, I have listened with very 
great attention to the speeches that have been delivered in moving these 
resolutions and in support of them. I may say at once that my sympa* 
thies are entirely with the ill-paid ministerial officers who have been cry¬ 
ing at our doors from year’s end to year’s end. I find from the speech 
of the Hon’ble Mr. KeiT that in this matter the Government has taken 
up an attitude which cannot but he commended as perfectly fair, reason¬ 
able and above board. I understand that the matter is left entirely to 
the vote of the non-official members and that the Government will 
consider the various resolutions that the Council may think fit to pass 
op this important question. It is therefore all the more incumbent 
upon us to give our best consideration to the several items that have 
been raised in connection with this important question. I am a little 
perplexed as to which way to vote in connection with the several pro¬ 
positions that have been placed before us with regard to the different 
departments of Government. 1 find that the estimate of increase, ex¬ 
cluding menials, as given in the majority report, amounts to Rs. 31 
lakhs while that in the minority report to Rs. 48 lakhs. According to 
the recommendations made in the various resolutions, if adopted by 
the CouncU, the cost will come to Rs. 60 lakhs. So, it is quite clear 
that if we adopt all the resolutions that have been tabled here, we shall 
have to vote for an expenditure of Rs. 60 lakhs, that is to say, an 
increase of over f?*. 30 lakhs to the recommendations made in th e 
majority report. The question is not that we are unwilling to accede 
to the reasonable demand of our ill-paid officers hut the question is how 
to meet this demand and the final decision does not rest with us. It 
rests with the Secretary of State. We are confronted with this ritua- 



ifi this expenditure to be met? Proposals bare been made for levying 
a poHce rate upon Calcutta. I hope that when that matter will have 
been considered, it will also be possible for some other member to rise 
and suggest that another education or sanitation cess be levied in 
order to make certain holes in the permanent settlement of Bengal. 
In this way, of course, we can supplement our resources but until and 
unless we do that, 1 do not know how we can meet this expenditure. 
We all know that this is merely a recommendation to Government, and 
that Government is sympathetically inclined to consider these recom¬ 
mendations in accordance with the funds at our disposal. Therefore, 
I am inclined to hold that the resolution that stands in the name of 
Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri is the best which we can conscientiously vote 
for. This resolution commends to the attentive consideration of Gov¬ 
ernment the representation of^the ministerial officers, who met at a 
conference at Bhowanipur, and it embodied all the suggestions that 
they had been able to offer to Government. 1 am sure the Govern¬ 
ment will sympathetically consider these suggestions and will, as far 
as practicable, give such increase as will satisfy their present needs. 
One chief defect of this Committee which was appointed last year or 
the year Before last was this, that there was no representative of the 
ministerial officers attached to this Committee. It may be said that our 
esteemed friend Rai Mahendra Chandra Hitra Bahadur represented in a 
vicarious manner the ministerial officers, but it would have been a great 
advantage if a direct representative had been taken on in that Com¬ 
mittee, because in that case the majority report might have been to a 
certain extent enabled to meet their wishes after hearing directly their 
demands. I understand that no delegate was allowed to appear before 
that Committee. Now, before I sit down, I wish to point out another 
important fact, that is this—1 take it to be an assurance on the part of 
Gk>Temment, as the Hon^ble Mr. Kerr has stated, that this need not be 
taken as the final increase and that if it is hereafter found that the prices 
have gone up and pressed more upon the ill-paid clerks, the Government 
would farther reconsider the decision, and be inclined to make further 
grants. That is an assurance, which, I am sure, will to a certain 
extent satisfy the ministerial officers, who are already hard hit. By 
no means do I imply thereby that we ought to accept the majority 
report as a whole, and that no further increase or revision of the recom¬ 
mendations should he made, but what I mean to say is this, that if 
the Government or the Secretary of State is now unable to accede fully 
or entirely to their prayer, 1 hope that Government will leave the ques¬ 
tion open BO that in futuie years the establishment may be revis^. 


Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The question 
before us in one of very great difficulty. 1 think it is futile to whittle 


be no illegal earnings except in Civil and Criminal Courts. The cost 
of living has greatly increased and, furthermore, a higher standard of 
living is absolutely necessary for the comfort and for the self-respect of 
men. The limes are changed and you cannot put the lower cdass down 
on a lower standai'd of living, ^ou cannot go against the times. The 
great differences of salaries and wealth must be done away with. 
There is no reason whatsoever why a man should get Bs. 5,000 a month 
and a clerk who does all the work should get only Hs. 100 a month. 
In all departments of life, the great inequalities of wealth must vanish 
some day or other. Therefore, it is necessary that the salaries 
should be increased all round in the lower grades and the salaries in the 
higher grades should be decreased. This must come some day or other. 
Therefore, I fully sympathise with the claims of ill-paid people and I 
would not only give them what the minority report has given but 1 
would give them also the same salary as the civil service oifLoers in 
England and in the Colonies get, but that requires an adjustment of 
our finances. That requires economy all round. While dmng justice 
we must at the same time have regard to our present finances. We have 
just now been told that an additional expenditure of Rs. 60 lakhs would 
be required if the minority report and the various recommendations that 
are before us are given effect to. Where is this sum of money to come 
from? On account of the top-heavy administration, the lower grades 
have to suffer. We, the representatives of the people however, have 
to see where the money is to come from. We must wait till we know 
whether we 'would get our Rs. 3 crores from our jute. If we do not get 
it, where shall we stand? We cannot shut our eyes to facts. I know, 
very well that the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr is very kind towards the ill-paid 
officers and he has given them what he thinks his finances will allow, 
but we cannot but be dissatisfied with what has been given. I, there¬ 
fore, having regard to the circumstances of the case, support this 
resolution of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri ^for the present but leave it to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr to reconsider the matter. 1 do hope that when 
this question of Rs. 3 crore is decided one way or the other, we ahnll 
re-open the question. 

Mr. A. MARR: Before this debate closes,. I should like to refer to 
one small point which has arisen in the course of the debate. Babu 
Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta said that we should not be inclined to give 
less than wbat other provinces had given. All that the Finance Mem¬ 
ber said was that the Secretary of State in scrutinising our proposals 
would certainly look to what had been given in other provinces and he 
would certainly be guided in his final,decision by what had been done 
there. Babu Kibaran Cbnndta Das Gupta also said that in Assam the 
ministerial officers had been given a good deal more than what the 
majority report proposed to ^ve here. I would simply like to point 



Mwlivi A. H. M. WAZIR Atls 1 move that the question be now 
put. 

Tho PRESIDENTS As I have almost finished the list of speakers 
I shall put the motion to Tote. 

The motion was then put and agrreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: I propose first to put the resolution of Sir 
Ashutoah Chaudhuri to the Council as it seems to raise the least contro¬ 
versy. 

The resolution was then put and ag^reed to. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: With i^^ard to the 
resolution moved by Babu Indu Bhushan Butta, it is by way of an 
amendment to my resolution. I accept the amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; May 1 i-ise to a point of order? 
We have just accepted the resolution No. 25 under which we have 
resolved to recommend to the Government the representation made by 
the All-Bengal Ministerial Officers’ Conference for their consideration. 
Now, Sir, for argument’s sake, if we accept the other resolution, 
especially No. 31 of Babu Indu Bhushan Butta, will it not be incon¬ 
sistent with the resolution which has jufit been passed? 

Tho PRESIDENT: I do not think there is any inconsistency. 

The resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Butta was then put and 
lost. 

The resolution of Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji was then put and 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: I believe the rost of tho resolutions on this sub¬ 
ject fall through. 

Salaries of High Court Ministerial Officers. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: The resolution that I 
have the honour to place before this House for its acceptance runs thus:— 
** This Council recommends to the Government that suggestions be 
made to the Secretary of State, through the proper channel, to grant 
the same standard of pay and status to the ministerial officers of the 
High Court as that suggested by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Com¬ 
mittee for the Bengal Secretariat and Board of Revenue.” 

In doing this, I do not propose to take up any time of the Council 
and I would only mention the important points. First of all, the High 
Court clerks can fairly claim the same status and position as those of 
the Secretariat. This claim, I understand, was long ago accepted by 


scale that bas been fixed lor them is one in which the pay of the non¬ 
permanent staft—mean the temporary staff—has been included; that 
is the reason why it has not come up to the proper level. If the tem¬ 
porary staff be left out of consideration—and 1 submit that it should 
have been so done, because the Committee was appointed to consider 
the pay and prospects of the permanent ministerial staff only—^then the 
amount provided plus the pay of these temporary people make it 
exactly the same as that of the people in the Bengal Secretariat. On 
that very ground, they urge and ask us to help them in this difficulty; 
the cost of living of these men is just the same as that of their fortun¬ 
ate brethren in the Bengal Secretariat. 

There is another invidious distinction also that is jn'oposed between 
the men of the Secretariat and the High Court people and that is this. 
Under the rate as at present worked out while a lower division clerk 
in the Bengal Secretariat will get Bs. 133 after 25 years’ service, a 
clerk in the^igh Court will only get Bs. 103. An upper diyision clerk 
in the Bengal Secretariat gets Bs. 355, while a High Court man gets 
Bs. 255. The Head Assistants in the Bengal Secretariat will get 
Bs. 425—25—500 plus duty allowance, whereas in the High Court a 
gentleman of that position will get Bs. 300—10—350 with no duty allow¬ 
ance. I do not think that this distinction is at all reasonable or 
proper. The one pertinent question that arises is this. What may be 
the reason for this differential treatment awarded to the men in the 
High Court? I think that the unfortunate paper-book business is 
solely responsible for this. The amount of money that is going to be 
spent on the temporary establishment in the Paper Book Department 
belongs to the permanent staff. I do not know whether the temporary 
department is going to be made permanent. The chances are that they 
will not be, but unfortunately the money has been taken away for their 
use with the result that the permanent staff is suffering. I therefore 
humbly submit that this differential treatment should be done away 
with and that the clerks of the High Court and those of the Secre¬ 
tariat ought to be placed in the same position. That is all I have got 
to submit with regard to this resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 do not want to take up the 
time of this Council by a lengthy debate. All I want to point out is 
that the Translators of the Calcutta High Court consisting of a class of 
men who are known for their intelligence and for their educational quali¬ 
fications have been treated in a way not consistent with their position. 
It appears that the lower grade and the upper grade clerks always used to 
receive a smaller remuneration than the translators. Both Bai Kahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur and also the majority report proposed to give 
a decent increase to their emoluments, but I see that the High Court 


therefore point out to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance 
Department and Mr. Marr that they should consider not only the 
majority report but also the minority report along with the recom¬ 
mendations of the High Court in this connection. This is all that I 
haye to submit regarding the High Court Translators. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMS It is not within the province 
of the Government of Bengal to decide upon these proposals. These 
proposals differ to some extent, from the recommendations of the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee. As is known to this Council 
the establishment of the High Court is under the control of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and the Government of Bengal are not responsible 
for it. Any propsal made with regard to this establishment, must 
therefore be sent to the Government of India. The position of the 
Government of Bmigal in respect of the matter is that it will take into 
eonsideration the proposals made by the High Court, along with the 
recommendations of the McAlpin Committee and forward its views to 
the Government of India. At present I am not in a position to make 
a statement on the proposition contained in the resolution, but I may 
say, generally, that it does not follow that because certain officers of 
the Bengal Secretariat are paid at certain rates, therefore the officers 
on the High Court should be paid at the same rate. It will depend 
upon the nature of the duties they have to perform and the class of men 
frcuu whom they are recruited. As regards the men who do the same 
class of wor^, it might very well be argued that the remuneration 
should be on the same scale. Beyond that abstract proposition, I am 
not prepared to say that the clerks in the High Court should necessarily 
receive the same pay as the clerks in the Secretariat. If the Council 
comes to any decision on this resolution. Government will take their 
decision into consideration. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to supi^rt 
the resolution of Babu Bishindra Nath Sarkar. The claims of the High 
Court officers seem to be reasonable, and I would strongly recommend 
it to the members, and I hope their claims will not he overlooked. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I find my lawyer friends 
supporting this resolution and on behalf of the public, who have to go 
to ^e High Court. I am also willing to lend my humble support to it, 
hut on one condition and that is, that should we be jHepared to defray 
the additional cost for increasing the pay of the ministerial staff of the 
High Court, we must needs be saved from any further impositions that 
are wont to be levied upon us, whenever we cross the threshold of the 
High Court. 



Bibu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; No, I leave it to tlie Council. 

The motion waa then put and agreed to. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs May 1 ask permission of the 
Council to move the resolution on the Assam-Bengal Railway strike, 
which has been balloted No. 132, as this is a matter of great public 
importance? 

The PRESIDENT" I carnot allow that, unless you tell me that you 
have obtained the consent of those members who precede you. If 
you have not done so, I cannot entertain the proposal. 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur; 1 think if any member 
objects to this, he may- 

The PRESIDENT; I cannot have the list distiirbed by any member 
who suddenly rises and wishes his resolution discussed out of its turn. 
If anyone takes the trouble of previously ascertaining the views of those 
members whose resolutions precede his, I will then be prepared to 
consider such a proposal. 

BldiU ANNADA GHARAN DUTTA; But many of these members 
are absent. 

The PRESIDENT; I cannot help that. No attempt has been made 
on the part of the member to ascertain the views of those whose resolu¬ 
tions precede his. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; May I move for an adjournment 
of the House to consider this matter? It is of great public importance. 

Tha PRESIDENT; I cannot allow that top. Under the rules you 
must give notice of such a motion at question time. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLIGK; May I have your permission 
to move No. 87 now, in pursuance of an application made before, and 
with the permission of the members whose resolutions Nos. 39 to 86 pre¬ 
cede mine, and who have given their consent in writing, all of thein? 
I hope you will allow me to take this up. 

The PRESIDENT; In a case where resolutions precede that of a mem¬ 
ber who asks that his be taken up first, I would ordinarily be willing, if 
others want to waive their right, to take up such a resolution out of 
its turn, unless there is any good ground for objecting by anybody else. 
In this case the member has obtained the permission of all those wh«>se 
resolutions precede his, and in that case I would be prepared to allow 
him to move his resolution out .of its turn unless anyone objects on the 
ground that he is taken by surprise or is not ready to debate the question. 



The HonHlit Sir HENRY WHEELER: I object to a departure 
from the pfresoribed rules of the Council, and as I am in charge 
of this resolution, I may perhaps be allowed to say a few words on this 
point. 

I do not object to the discussion of this particular resolution or any 
other, but I do object on principle, when the procedure of this Council 
is governed by rules, that we should, at the instance of individual mem- 
bers, for individual reasons, depart from them. It seems to me that the 
adoption of such a course will land us in the course of time in hopeless 
confusion. A body of this sise, containing members of different 
interest and varied views, can only work according to prescribed rules; 
and if the rules are defective or wrong, let them be altered; but as long as * 
the rules are there, let us follow them, so that we may all know where 
we are and adjust our procedure in the Council according to what is 
laid down. For that reason I object to this resolution being now taken. 

The PRESIDENT: I have considered this matter, and my opinion 
is that if those who gain advantage by ballot, want to give up that 
advantage in favour of another, I should not interfere in the matter. 
If the other members object on the ground that they are not ready, or 
are taken by surprise, well, I would consider that as a matter of prin¬ 
ciple, but I think that those who gain ah advantage, if they like to fore¬ 
go it, can do so. But since no objection is raised, namely, that any mem¬ 
ber is not ready to go on, or is taken by surprise, I think I should allow 
Babu Surendra Nath Hullick to go on with his resolution. 


Reoniitmant of Assistant SuperintiNidonts erf Police. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK; ^‘This Council recommends 
to the Government that the further recruitment in Engird of the 
remaining 13 Assistant Superintendents of Police, be not made/’ 

Sir, I heg to thank you for allowing me to move this resolution. 
One word befoie I go on with the question. The Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler states that it is for individual reasons that I wish to move 
this. This is not so at all. 

Before I continue I should like to be x)ernutted to correct one mis¬ 
take in my resolution. My original resolution mentioned the figure 
13; the figure 13 is wrong, it should be 19. I, therefore, ask permis¬ 
sion to correct it. It was su on the day I submitted my resolution, but 
to-day this correction has been made. It was not altered by me, but 
by the Government. 

Tho PRESIDENT: In the circumstances I allow you to correct the 
resolution. > 





tlie Giyil List of police officers in Bengal the real number ia noir 19. 
I am rather surprised to see that, but was told that after the admission 
of my motion 6 persons have already been recruited in England, so 
that my original mistake has been rectified by the Ch>vemment itself; 
thus my desire to rectify my own mistake is not so very keen. 

My point, the principle, on which I press ibis resolution is this: 
I want to assert it before the House, and I want to ask all of them 
whether I have their entire siipport in the matter. The principle on 
which I press this resolution is the broad ground of one of the accept^ 
principles of the Reforms Scheme, namely, gradually introducing a 
larger number of Indian officers in the Imperial Services, that is, 
gradually strengthening the Indian portion of the services and also 
the number of Indians in the administration of the country. The 
spirit of the times, and the spirit of the Reforms, both demand that 
there should be a happy mixture of Indians and Europeans in the 
higher services of the country. Efforts have been made not to allow 
that, and that is the reason of my resolution. This much is certain— 
I do not know if I will be contradicted, if I am contradicted I shall be 
glad—since putting in my resolution, as I have said, I see that the 
number is not now 13. Yery good. The Government of India in their 
Home Department letter No. 1227, dated the 30th June, 1920, said: 
**In continuation of the Home Department letter No. 196, dated the 
31st January, 1920, I am directed to communicate the decisions reached 
after discussion between the Government* of India and the Secretary of 
State on certain other recommendations of the Public Services Com¬ 
mission regarding the Police Department.” Briefly speaking, they 
said—I will not take up time by reading all of it—they said that in 
future police recruitment, ''the percentage of appointments to be made 
from Indians has been fixed at 33. of whom two-thirds will be recruited 
direct, and one-tbird by promotion from the Provincial Service.’* This 
was intimated to this Government in June, 1920. There are at present 
118 officers of the superior police force; 1 Inspector-General of Police, 
7 Deputy Inspectors-General of Police and 58 Deputy Superintendents 
of Police and 52 Assistant Superintendents of Police, in the Imperial 
Police Service. Taking 33 per cent, of this 118, the figure should be 
39, but what is the total number of Indians nowP Only 61 Has any 
Indian been taken in as an Assistant Superintendent of Police? Not 
at all, and I say this without fear of contradiction. The Public Ser¬ 
vices Commission recommended tbat not less than 33 per cent, should 
be Indians, and I see that no Indian has been appointed or promoted 
to the rank of Assistant Superintendent of Police, though that 33 per 
cent was fixed by the Government of India in consultation with the 
Secretary of State in June, 1920. I gave notice of this resolution on 
the 8th August, 1921, and I am speaking on the 6th September, 1921. 


the ProTincial Police Service, and efforts should be znade to give effect 
to this. As regards recruitment; recruitment in England should be 
stopped and immediate steps should be taken to give 5 per cent, ol 
these Superintendentships to members of the Provincial Service to make 
a small beginning, and that provision should be made accordingly: 
In spite of the recommendations of the Public Services Commission 
and the Government of India’s letter of June, 1920, recruitment in 
England has been going on, and fresh appointments have been made. 
The Public Services Commission also recommended that there should be 
no hesitation in putting a stop to recruitments in England. During 
the period of the war 1916 to 1919 there was no recruitment of Assis¬ 
tant Superintendents at all, T suppose owing to dearth of young men. 
In 1920, there were 29 vacancies and in 1921 there were 19, and most 
of these have now been filled up. In these vacancies selected inspectors 
were promoted to the rank of Deputy Superintendents. 

From the above it will be seen that provision has already been made 
for Assistant Superintendents, and appointments already made, and it 
is not at all necessary to recruit more men from England against the 
claims of the members of the Provincial Police Service, at the present 
moment. Therefore, the 20 per cent promotion to the rank of Deputy 
Superintendentships, and Superintendentships, as recommended by the 
Public Services Commission, should have been made at least in 1920. 
Calculating the total cadre, the recruitment of Assistant Superintendents 
in 1920-21 was unauthorised, *and should not have been made against the 
claims of officers of the Provincial Police Service, and against the in¬ 
terests of our fellow-countrymen who have done excellent service. If the 
intention of the Government is not as has been interpreted, why not 
have promotions from the Provincial Service and give preference to that 
service in the next vacancy in the propo];tion of one-third, that is 36 
per cent, of the total number by promotion and further recruitment 
of Assistant Superintendents of Police in England should be stopped 
at once. The province is in a state of distress and political unrest on 
account of the way in which the European element has been introduced 
and the Indian element reduced to the minimum in the maintenance 
of law and order. In this view I ask the Council to consider whether 
justice should not be done by virtue of the Government of India and 
tbe Secretary of State’s decision. There should be no further recruit¬ 
ment for the Police this year in England. The chance should be 
given to members of the Provincial Police Service, otherwise tkere will 
be no Indianisaiion of the police force and public services, and tbe 
principles asserted by the Government of India and the Secretary of 
State will remain unrealised, to the great detriment of the Government 
in this country. With these words, I beg to commend my resolution 
to the acceptance of the House. 


aiisociation of Indians in the administi'ation of the country, it seems 
strange that' there should be any necessity of moving a resolution like 
this in this House. The matter might have easily been taken up by 
the Government, and it would have been better and more handsome, 
if the Government had done it on their own initiative; but as they 
have failed m their duty, I think it is the duty of this Council to 
explain the situation to the Government, and show how the Government 
of India Act should he given full effect to, and not thrust aside in this 
unceremonious manuer. 

This resolution refers to the Police* Service. I sent notice of an¬ 
other resolution which lafencd to all the Imperial Services, hut un¬ 
fortunately it is low down in the list of business, and there is no 
chance of moving it at this sessions; I believe that during the 5 years 
of the war, there were very few recruitments in the Imperial Services 
including the Policie, and umu/ important posts Tfefe managed by 
officiating Indian officers. I ask the Hon*hle Member in charge—did 
these Indian officers fail in their duty, did not they manage the affairs 
of this department as efficiently and as well as the Imperial Service 
officers, whose place they had taken? Tf they did not fail, then there 
can he no justification for refusing Provincial officers a place of 
honour in this Imperial Seivice. If they failed, let Government 
openly declare it. Let there be no iusiduous insinuation like this 
that they are inefficient. It seems strange that even in these days, 
there should be any distinction between Imperial and Provincial Ser¬ 
vices. The late Mr. Gokhale, who was a great moderate, raiggi^ his 
protest in no uncertain voice in the Imperial Council some years ago, 
regarding the distinction between these two services, and the practical 
prohibition of tailing Indians into the Police and other Imperial Ser¬ 
vices. Thei grounds of his. protest against this artificial division, 
were first, that those men in the Provincial Service who were abler than 
even some members of the Imperial Service, should not be overlooked 
and that this arrangement was an unjust one, and thus the prestige 
of the department and the nature of the work suffered; secondly, that 
this artificial distinction gives a stamp of inferiority on our Indian 
Provincial Service men, which is like marking them with the brand 
of helot; it takes away all eagerness, all energy and all love for their 
work. 

Then, as regards the question of expense. We have always been 
crying fbr a cheaper service. If we can get an efficient and cheap ser- ^ 
vice here, why should we go to the length of importing dearer labour, 

In the Police department especially where we have been lately hearing 
a cry that there is hardly any co-operation between the people and the 
police, it seems necessary that Indians should be taken in larger numbers 
for the higher grade posts. How can we expect more co-operation between 



the country, who know nothing of the social atmosphere, the social 
oonditionn and the ways of life of the Indian people? It is no wonder 
that there is no cooperation between the people and such o£|cers. 
It is only natural that we should ask that those Indians in the Police 
department, who have had experience, and have officiated as Deputy 
Superintendents and Superintendents of Police, should be given as fair 
a chance as they were given during the war. I think that the cry of 
prestige iliat Imperial Service men should always be above the Provincial 
Service officers, should not be maintained any longer. I am pained to 
find that the spirit of Colonel du Pre, once head of the Survey Depart¬ 
ment, who said that ** it was suicidal for the Europeans to admit that 
natives could do anything better than themselves, and that they should 
claim to be superior in everything and only allow natives to take a 
secondary or subordinate part,” is still abroad, even after the Eeforms. 

It is unfortunate that this sort of arrogance is growing daily. 
Indians have been tried and have not been found wanting. Let them 
have a chance. A committee has been appointed to consider the re¬ 
trenchment of the Police, to find out how retrenchment may be 
effected. I suggest that the superior services should be Indianised; 
ibis is the golden opportunity for bringing this question before this 
committee, and so giving effect to the suggestion for retrenchment. 

My friend, Babu Surendra Kath Mullick, has said that the Secre¬ 
tary^ State has recommended that 33 per cent, of the vacancies in 
the superior services should be given to Indians. Now is the chance 
for the local Government to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Secretary of State, and to appoint Indians in this service. 

With these words, I support the motion of Babu Surendra Nath 
MuUiok. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In according my hearty 
support to this resolution, I hope there will not be a single dissentient 
voice in the House. The mover has dealt with it in his usual masterly 
way, and I am afraid I shall not be able to add much to His own inimit¬ 
able arguments. Only I do not want tbe appointments to be made at 
all. What has struck me most is that amongst a permanent staff of 44 
Superintendents of Police and 26 Assistant Superintendents, a further 
number of 25 Assistant Superintendents are being maintained perman¬ 
ently, simply to fill up the leave vacancies of these fortunate 70. It 
means that at least one out of three officers is permanently on leave, 
the work apparently being sufficient for tbe remaining two. And 
nowhere in any of the other services do we find people being retained 
and« paid to do nothing save to fill up occasional vacancies, when 
officers go on leave. Perhaps it is for this very retention of nnem- 


encouraged, and possibly, senior officers taking pity on tbeir unem¬ 
ployed juniors take advantage of these easy leaves only to let these 
people have something to do. 

Sir, if we compare this service with other services and see how 
many officers in the respective services are on leave, the contrast be¬ 
comes still more striking. I quote the figures from the most recent 
Civil List. Of about 180 mem^rs of the Indian Civil Service, who are 
now employed in Bengal only 39 are on leave, i.s., about 22 per cent, of 
about 300 Deputy Magistrates, about 34 are on leave now, «.6., about 
11 per cent. Amongst. 400 Sub-Deputy Magistrates about 24 are on 
leave which means about 6 per cent. Of about 30 Deputy Superin¬ 
tendents of Police, only 1 is on leave, t.s., about 3 per cent, and of about 
70 Inspectors of Police only 3 are on leave, i.e., about 4 per cent. 
But when we come to the superior police service what do we find? 99 
names are at present in the Civil List as serving in Bengal and of them 
30 are actually on leave, t.e., 30 per cent, of the officers find it conve¬ 
nient to take leave, and permanently keep away from their duties, of 
course, at the cost of the Indian tax-payers. These percentage calcula¬ 
tions are enough to convince anybody of at least one of the numerous 
ways in which the superior Police service is pampered. 

Sir, there must be real equity everywhere and not merely a tall talk 
of equity. On an average one year’s leave in every ten years’ service 
is enough. So 10 per cent, and no more can be retained in every 
service to fill up the occasional vacancies. Out of permanent 44 Super¬ 
intendents and 26 Assistant Superintendents, in all 70 officers, if only 7 
extra bands, or say at the most 10, are retained, it must satisfy, in all 
conscience, all leave vacancies. 

And Sir, actually we had not had for a long time the extra people. 
The posts were kept variant, and the work was being well managed 
by Indian Deputy Superintendents although in the meantime 30 officers 
of the subordinate service bad actually gone on leave. So where is the 
necessity of the paper-vacancies being filled up? The necessity has 
been disproved by facts. • 

And, Sir, wbat would be the cost of maintaining these extra 13. Each 
would cost us Bs. 6,000 per annum, and so about Bs. 78,000 will be 
saved this year if we now refrain from the luxury of having unemployed 
public servants. 

Sir, Babu Surendra I7ath Mullick deserves our thanks, and especi¬ 
ally of the Government, for finding out so soon one of the several means 
of retrenchment. The Government had been expressing itself eager 
for retrenchments but knew not where to begin. And Sir, I venture to 
say this is a splendid opportunity to make a beginning. But, unior- 


for once at least the OoTemmeni: would condescend to accept our sug- 
gestions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAYs I support the resolution whole¬ 
heartedly. The reason why Assistant Superintendents are recruited in 
England is that they may, after a few years’ service, be appointed as 
Superintendents of Tolice. Well, it is a well-known fact, rather a 
notorious fact, that the Deputy Superintendents of Police who generally 
rise from the ranks of Inspectors or who are recruited at once from the 
best graduates of the University, have got greater experience of the 
country required in a policeman than those who come from England 
and who are recruited in England. The Assistant Superintendents of 
Police do not possess the qualifications of the members of the Indian 
Civil Service; they are not required to pass such a stiff examination, 
and it is said that it is only the relations and friends of retired members 
of the Indian Civil Service who are generally appointed to the Imperial 
Police Service in India, and come out as Assistant Superintendents of 
Police or in the Customs Department; that being the case, we do not 
see any reason why experienced men whom we can get not by tens or by 
twenties but by hundreds here in the province of Bengal among the 
members of the Police service, should not be promoted from the posts 
of Deputy Superintendents of Police, dr from the posts of Inspectors of 
Police to those of the Deputy Superintendents of Police and 
why should we go all the way from India to England to bring 
recruits from there? The cost would be much cheaper because, if I am 
right, we shall have to pay only two-thirds of the pay to these Super¬ 
intendents of Police, that is, one-third less than what we have to pay 
to those who are promoted from the posts of Assistant Superintendents 
of Police to Superintendents of Police. 

I think the time has come for Indianising the services. Lei us make 
a beginning, and if there is any department of the Government which 
requires to be Indianised, it is the Police department. (Hear, hear.) 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Tfl6 Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELERS I confess that, when we 
received notice of this resolution, we could not understand in the 
Secretariat the arguments that underlaid it. We did not pursue fur¬ 
ther inquiries as, under the ordinary procedure, there appeared to be 
no hope of this resolution coming up for discussion; and therefore, so 
far as the Secretariat is concerned, we are still left in the state of doubt 
in which we found ourselves at the beginning. Neither has that state 
of doubt been cleared up by tbe speeches which we have heard this 
evening, since I frankly confess my inability to follow the figures that 
have been quoted and the statements that have been made. They have 
flown round every point of the compass, based on fig^ures for the accuracy 


haTe been advanced follow no sequence among tbemselves. When we 
received notice of tbis resolution, we looked at the Civil List and found 
that, according to it, there were, on the 1st July, 1921, 13 vacancies, 
and we assumed that the mover, for some reason or other, was pro> 
posing that we should not fiU them up. We accordingly proposed to 
explain to him that in so far as the statutory right of regulation of the 
strength and character of this service rests with the Secretary of State, 
and as the present strength of the service has been laid down with the 
ai^roval of the Secretary of State, so, following the ordinary adminis¬ 
trative procedure regarding the maintenance of the service, it was incum¬ 
bent upon us to take the usual steps to keep the cadre up to its sanc¬ 
tioned strength, and the mover's proposal would therefore have been 
inadmissible. We then noticed that he proposed that these recruit¬ 
ments should not be made in England; and in answer to that it was our 
intention to explain to him that, under the latest rules laid down under 
the statutory authority of the Secretary of State for the recruitment of 
the service, there should be 33 per cent, recruitment from Indian 
sources, two-thirds being recruited direct and one-third by promotion 
and that therefore, assuming that there were 13 vacancies to be filled up, 
under the orders I have referred to, it would not have been the case that 
all appointments would have been made from England, and, therefore, 
his resolution on that ground would have failed. That was how we 
viewed the matter in the Secretariat on receipt of the resolution. 

From the speeches that have been made, so far as I can make out, 
Babu Surendra Nath Mullick is accusing us of having departed from 
the orders of the Secretary of State in the method we have adopted for 
the recruitment of these new Assistant Superintendents of Police, and 
he apparently thinks that on receipt of his resolution I at once flew 
round and said: ** Let us do something to forestall this proposal," and 
that I seized upon six officers and appointed them to the service. May 
I explain to the Council that it is not within my power to take any action 
of the kind, even had I wished to do so P We are bound to abide by 
whatever orders appertain to the recruitment of this service, and these 
orders are the orders of the Secretary of State, with whom only, by 
statute, the power to make these rules rests. These orders are binding 
on us; and we cannot make appointments to the service without the 
approval and knowledge of the Government of India. Therefore it is 
absolutely impossible that we could have maliciously and deliberately 
—as apparently it has been alleged, this afternoon—disregarded the 
orders of the Secretary of State with a view to prejudicing Indian 
recruitment. Tbat, as I understand it, is the accusation of Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullick, and my answer to it is that even if we wished 
to do this extraordinary thing, it would not have been within our power 
to do so; and that whatever recruitment is made to the service will be 



The argument of Bahu ludu Bhushau Dutta, on the other hand, has 
taken the general character of a comparison between the merits of the 
Imperial and Proyincial Services, and he says practically that the time 
has now come to do away with the Imperial Services and thus save 
money by recniiting from Provincial sources. That is the argument he 
has advanced, and in answer to it I would only point out that in respect 
of these Imperial Services under the Reforms Scheme the power has not 
been given to this Council to make that change. Members may allege 
that the power should have been given, but the fact remains that it 
was not given, and, as a part and parcel of the Reforms Scheme the 
Imperial Services were made definitely subject to the orders of the 
Secretary of State. It is therefore hy his orders we are bound, and it 
is no use making recommendations to Government in this Council to 
evade the orders of the Secretary of State and to do what we have not 
got the power to do. So far as that point is concerned, it is impossible 
for us to accept it. 

The third argument of Eumar Shih Shekhareswar Bay, again, takes 
another form and is apparently to the effect that as certain Police 
officers are at present on leave, the Police are idle, and that therefore it 
is obvious that, since we have 13 * vacancies in our hands, the most 
economical thing we can do is to decline to fill them up. The Kumar 
appears to be under the impression that a leave reserve is a feature 
peculiar to the Police. I can assure him that it is an ordinary 
incident in the constitution of various services in this country that 
provision should be made on the strength of the cadre for the 
men who periodically take leave. He has then given certain 
figures—culled, as he says, from the latest Civil List—by looking 
up how many Police officers are on leave as compared with other ser¬ 
vices. A comparison of that kind is however bound to be entirely 
fallacious, as there are many conditions affecting the various services in 
different degrees and at different times which might be fully explana¬ 
tory of any discrepancies which might appear off-hand. That is parti¬ 
cularly true at a time like the present, just succeeding the war; during 
the war leave banked up in every service, and we had an accumulation 
of men wanting leave and to whom leave was overdue. Since the war 
we have granted these men leave, and that is the reason why the num¬ 
ber of men on leave at one time in a particular service may have been 
higher than usual. We have been enabled to allow men to go on leave, 
not, as the Eumar thinks, by allowing so many to idle, but because in 
various instances single officers have undertaken double duties and 
thereby enabled men to go on leave. As instances, it was only the other 
day that I mentioned that the work of the Additional Superintendent of 
Police in Mymensingh was being undertaken by the Additional Super¬ 
intendent of Police, Dacca, in addition to his own duties; so too, another 


Police department, there are a number of idle vagabonds who are 
merely appointed by a misguided Government for the purpose of suck¬ 
ing their remuneration from the Indian taxpayers, is entirely a fig¬ 
ment of the Kumar’s imagination. 

From the reasons I have given, it follows that we are not prepared 
to accept this resolution and to stop further recruitment to the service 
in Kngland. Until the orders binding us are altered, the service will 
be recruited in accordance with these orders, and constitutionally no 
other course is open to the local Government. 

Rfti dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; If this resolution 
is beyond our jurisdiction, may I know why it was allowed? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: It is a matter of great 
relief to me after all that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler could not say 
that these appointments had not been made since the 8th of August 
last. The reason why we wanted this motion to come was not an indi¬ 
vidual reason, as was suggested by the Hon’ble Member, but because 
I felt that the Government had come to understand that this resolution 
was impossible to be reached by the Council at this sitting, and, there¬ 
fore, it would lapse. In the meantime, Government could fill up the 
remainder of the 18 vacancies. That is the reason why I wanted this 
motion to be taken up now: and I am thankful to my brother council¬ 
lors for giving me this opportunity. 

After all, I have heard the Hon’ble Member’s reply with the greatest 
possible attention, in fact I was taking down everything that fell from 
him. We all know that whatever he says is certainly worth listening 
to with the greatest possible respect, because his orders will affect us in 
this particular instance; but his argument, I am sure, does not satisfy 
anybody. He has said, amongst other things, nothing in particular, but 
only this. ** We have done something according to the rules of the 
Secretary of State,” or something of that kind. All that he said 
amounts to this —** Even if we desired to alter the present arrangement 
we could not do so without the sanction of the Government and the 
Secretary of State.” I suppose we are not children, not know¬ 
ing how the sanction of the superior authorities is obtained. 
The sanction is obtained merely on files without anybody look¬ 
ing at them. Here is a recommendation going frenn the Bengal 
Council. Am I to understand that the Government of India would scru¬ 
tinise it carefully and then pass it? I am one who is bom here and I 
know how work is done here—^routine work, file work is done automati¬ 
cally—as I have seen many European officers doing it. Am I to under¬ 
stand that the Secretary of State does not accept the principle he has 
himself laid down that 33 per cent, should be recruited from the Indians? 


cliildren of the soil are concerned? And as against that what are these 
Assistant Superintendents may I know? But the Government of India 
know it. This is what the Government of India say in a recent circular 
about these Assistant Superintendents of Police and I need not say any¬ 
thing more than quote the following:— 

“ An examination of the scales of pay at present admissible to officers 
of the various departments shows that the Indian Police Service, the 
service whose pay was first revised, is at some disadvantage when com¬ 
pared with the other Imperial Services. Its time-scale starts at a lower 
figure and rises to a lower maximum than that of other service, while 
there is a smaller percentage of administrative and othw posts above 
the time-scale. It is recognised that tiie Police officer commences his 
services at a less mature (I lay .stress on the words * less mature ’) age 
and has not to incur the expenditure upon technical education which is 
necessary in the case of members of such services as the Forest and 
Engineering services. The Government of India consider, however, 
that these factors should not operate to place him throughout his ser¬ 
vice at a permanent disadvantage as compared with members of the 
specialist services; and they are accordingly pleased, with the sanction 
of the Secretary of State in Council, to announce the following revised 
rates of pay for the Indian Police Service.” 

I did not like to say anything about it, I did not refer to all that: I 
did not use one word that no Europeans should be recruited. I said 
simply, ** Let not that be done at the present time.” I further said 
nothing about those who have already been appointed but not to appoint 
any more men and no further than this. That was the spirit in which 
I said about the Indianisation of the service which is indeed a reasonable 
thing. If that is objected to in this way, then I may say what I know 
of these Assistant Superintendents of Police. I know that these Assis¬ 
tant Superintendents of Police are not fit for anything except smoking 
cigarettes—what I think, they have taken to early in life. I have seen 
them doing it and doing nothing else. When they come here, they do 
not know the language, they do not know the manners and customs; 
they do not know anything about offences, as they know well that below' 
them are Deputy Superintendents of Police, very capable Indians and 
well experienced, and above them are superior officers: and they there¬ 
fore do nothing hut smoke and smoke and smoke away their time. We 
know what these Assistant Superintendents are—they are no other per¬ 
sons than the undesirable relatives of those in power and who cannot pass 
the Indian Civil Service examination, and who are smuggled into the 
Imperial Services to the detriment of India’s own children. I did Hot 
like to refer to all this; but inasmuch as my resolution, which is 
merely a request, has been most unsympathetically received, I am bound 
to bring these facts to the notice of the Council. I claim here only a 


spirit that reigns supreme under the so-called BeformsP Does it sKow 
that you are anxious for Indianising the services and for giving the 
Indians equal treatment P If that he so, then I must say that the 
Reforms is merely an eye-wash and an absolute camouflage. I am not 
prepared to accept all that and none of my countrymen is prepared to 
accept that. You cannot even come down from your high place and give 
only a portion-only a morsel—and throw it down to these fellows. 
You are not even prepared to-do that. After all, you have got to rem¬ 
ember that the money is ours—you will have to give it to us, even if you 
do not do it to-day or to-morrow—you will have to be forced to do it 
some time hence. We may bo powerless at present but we are a grow¬ 
ing nation. We demand our powers and privileges. If you stifle them 
now, you will only make us stronger and more worthy to insist upon our 
rights and privileges. This is not how I expected this resolution to be 
treated. I thought that the Hon’ble Member would say: ** Yes, efforts 
will be made to take Indians into the Police service.** But if you say 
that this cannot be accepted and that we are wrong and, therefore, the 
Government is absolutely right, we refuse to accept it. You have not 
been able to satisfy us at all. Mere flow of words from the Government 
does not satisfy my mind. What are the facts P Up till now not a 
single Indian has been appointed as Assistant Superintendent of Police. 
May I ask why? But we know Bengalis—Hindus and Mussalmans— 
are appointed as Assistant Magistrates, because they are members of the 
Indian OivU Service. You could not resist them because they had passed 
the Indian Civil Service examination but you resist our men from being 
appointed Assistant Superintendents of Police only because it is left to 
your choice and not left to the result of an examination. Let the 
Imperial Police appointments be thrown open to a competitive examina¬ 
tion and let mb see who can get in—^whether Europeans or our Indian 
boys get in. (Hear, hear.) You have not the courage to do it and 
that is why we are justified in asking for the recruitment being made 
here. I exi>ected that my request would be at least partially accepted. 
The prayer made on behalf of my own countrymen was simply, ** give 
us something out of the bread which is legitimately ours. Do not deprive 
us of even a morsel of it.’* That was only my prayer and if this is 
not accepted, then what shall we say of the Reforms,** ** Indianisa* 
tion ** and ** equalisation ** and all that! 

Survey of Bengal cotton tracts. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “This Council recom¬ 
mends that the Government of Bengal do represent to the Government 
of India that the botanical survey of the cotton tracts of Bengal be mitAi* 
as early as possible.** 



a long speech but shall make a few obseryations and refer to certain 
salient points only. In the first place, let me tell you that this is a 
recommendation of the Indian Cotton Committee—a recommendation 
that was made in 1919, and, as such, I hope it will have the support of 
the non-official as well as the official members. 

In the second place, I request you to realise the present position of 
Bengal as a cotton-grower and it is really an exceedingly unfortunate 
position. All of you know, I believe, that India is the second largest 
cotton-grower in the world, next only to America, contributing about 5 
million bales of cotton every year to the world’s annual cotton produce 
of 25} million bales. But in respect of cotton, Bengal occupies almost 
the last position among the Indian provinces having 0*3 per cent, of 
the total area under cotton in India. Whether this is an enviable or at 
all a desirable position I leave if to you to judge. 

In the third place, I should like to point out to you with what interest 
and enthusiasm the Agricultural Dej^rtment of the Government is tack¬ 
ling this prcyblem—a problem which is next only in importance to the rice 
problem. While strenuous attempts are being made to find out newer 
and better strains ' of jute, as regaids cotton no serious endeavour at 
all seems to have been made. For if you only take the trouble to 
consult the reply that was given on the 14th March to my nnstarred 
question Ko. 66, you will find that I have not only been twitted for 
framing the question in such a manner as presupposes increase in area 
or outturn but that tlie Hon’ble the Minister has, by quoting facts and 
figures, conclusively shown that increase or improvement is not in the 
line and that the area under cotton is dwindling since 1914, and that 
the outturn per acre is almost the same as it was in 1907-08, i.e., when 
the Agricultural Department was organised under a Director of Agri¬ 
culture. 

My fourth point is that an erroneous idea prevails even in high 
quarters that the soil of Bengal is altogether unfavourable to the pro¬ 
duction of cotton and specially long staple cotton. This presumption 
before any actual serious attempt to improve the outturn of cotton or 
the area under it is unwarrantable to say the least of it. This is at 
least not supported by history. Bengal has unlearnt cotton growing it 
is true. Why, I need not say. But that it produced very good cotton 
and indeed the finest cotton not long ago is borne out by history and by 
the testimony not of swadeski preachers but of early English reports 
and of early English writers. I cannot do better than quote, as has. 
been done by a learned correspondent, the following:— 

Letter No. 57, dated the 6th September, 1828. 

From—^The Secretary to the Court of Directors, 

To—^The Secretary to the Ltdia Board. 

The delicate fabric of Dacca were at all times mannfB/^nra«i t, 


At... 



Again the following extract ia culled from T. Ellison’s cotton trade 
of Great Britain:— 

Fabrics as fine as any that can be turned out at the present day hy most 
perfect machinery in Lancftsbire were produced by the nimble fingers of Hindn 
spinners and the primitiye looms of Hindu weayers before the invasioD of Britain 
by the Romans—in fact, at a period when the inhabitants of the British Isles were 
attired in the skins of wild animals, the leading people of India were luxuriating 
in garments of a texture so fine as to haye earned the poetic description of woyen 
wind ' and what is still more astonishing. is the circumstance that the cotton witii 
which this wonderful perfection was attained, was the much despised Surats and 
Bengals/* 

Does it not prove that Bengal ia capable of producing the finest 
cotton in India, and if so, should not the earliest steps be taken to 
ascertain the cotton tracts of this province by a comprehensive botanical 
survey as the first step towards the improvement of the cotton position 
of Bengal? 

With these few words, I commend this resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The subject matter of the resolution, namely, the bota¬ 
nical survey of the cotton tracts of Bengal was one of the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Indian Cotton Committee. Orders were accordingly passed 
for the initiation of the survey. The report of the Director of Agricul¬ 
ture is being awaited. I accept the lesolution and shall take steps for 
the completion of the survey as soon as practicable. 

The resolution was then put to vote and carried. 

Cattle4>reeding in Bengal. 

Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I beg leave to more the following 
resolution which was said to have been moved by my friend Mr. Erfan 
Ali, but dropped then for want of time:—’’This Council recommends to 
the Government that early steps be taken to improve the breed of cattle 
in Bengal— 

(a) by providing suitable hiilhs; 

(b) by providing grazing-grounds; 

(c) by encouraging the system of indigenous veterinary treatment; 

and 

(d) by offering prizes, rewards and cups in the local hdts and melat 
for good cattle.** 

The matter is of vital importance to the whole community and should 
no longer be neglected and passed over with iiidifference and apathy. I 


before you, to-day, Sir, is neither a political nor a social one. It is 
mainly a question of general public utility. So, there cannot be two 
questions upon it and I hope it can claim the sympathy of every one 
in this House, no matter whether he be a nationalist or a moderate, a 
Muhammadan or a Hindu. 

Now, let me turn to my subject without further introduction. Sir, 
you all know, that there are few subjects in which Bengal is so very 
backward as those of cattle and cattle-breading. Bengal is pre-emi¬ 
nently an agricultural country, in .which about 75*4 per cent, of the 
population depend for their living upon agriculture; but the cattle 
which form the life and soul of agriculture are deficient both in number 
and in quality. The number of cattle in Bengal is very small in pro¬ 
portion to her population when couiparisou is made with that of other 
agricultural countries of the world. Thus, while the number of cattle 
per 100 of population in Bengal is only about 59, it is 74 in Denmark, 
79 in the United States of America, 80 in Canada, 120 in Gape Colony, 
150 in New Zealand, 259 in Australia, 323 in Argentine Republic and 
500 in Uruguay. In this connection, it may be pointed out that the 
cominuniqui issued by the Director of Information, Bengal, is mislead¬ 
ing as it deals only with the number of cattle of India and other coun¬ 
tries without taking into account the^projmrtion of them either to the 
population or to the acreage under cultivation. 

Next the number of hulls and bullocks is not sufficient to bring 
under cultivation the arable laud of this province. A pair of cattle 
in Bengal has to till about 19 acres of land, whereas it would require 
in the ordinary course 4 pairs of cattle. This in a large measure 
accounts for the poor outturn of crops in this province as compared with 
that of other countries. 

Further, the number of milch cattle also is scarcely enough to supply 
one-eighth of the present population with a fair quantity of milk. The 
need per individual is reckoned at 2 pints a day, whereas at the present 
rate of production in Bengal each head can hardly gel more than one- 
sixteenth of a pint a day. 

As regards quality also the cattle of Bengal has deteriorated very 
much and is still deteriorating day by day. The ordinary village 
cattle of this province might practically be spoken of as the most 
inferior in India. They are small, over-worked, half-starved animals 
and most of them in my opinion are also inferior in sise and strength. 
In some parts of Jalpaiguri district of which I have personal experience 
and about which I can si)eak with authority, the average height of 
cattle will not be more than 3} feet, and, I think, that within the 
oourse of about another 20 or 30 years the sise of cattle in Bengal will 
be something like ordinary Patna goats. 



and milk products on the one hand, and on the other to the poor physique 
of many of the population, prevalence of disease and abnormal death- 
rate among the people, specially among women and children. The 
reasons of all these evils, we have not to go far to seek. They are, in my 
opinion, the results of ill or improper breeding, insufficient grazing 
grounds, infectious diseases amongst the cattle and, lastly, want of 
proper medical relief accorded to them. 

Let me now discuss these reasons one by one. In Bengal, the male 
off-springs are not generally emasculated until they are three years old. 
Hence the cows are served by immature and as often as not, diseased, 
degenerated or otherwise undesirable males. Therefore, it is evident 
that there is a lack of good bulls for breeding purposes in this province. 
The Annual Report of the Bengal Veterinary College, 1919-20, goes to 
show that there are only 124 stud-bulls owned by the Government and 
the district board, out of 71 millions of cattle that we have in Bengal— 
the milch cqw forming half of t*his number. The proportion seems to 
me to be ridiculously small and their number should be largely multi¬ 
plied to produce any appreciable effect on the country. We can expect 
little imxuovemeni in this line from the ignorant and poverty-stricken 
oultivatoi's, wiio foim the main breeders ol cattle in Bengal. Hence, 
I would suggest that ihe Government should extend their helping hand 
to the poor cultivators and take up this matter in hand in right earucst. 
In my opinion, every district board should have a model Breeding-stud 
and every municipality, thana and village union should be made to keep 
an adequate number of suitable high class stud-bulls which could be 
utilised by the people free or on payment of a nominal charge. 

I'erhaps it >vi]l not be out of place to mention here another fact in 
this connection which should receive the kind attention and considera¬ 
tion of the Government. At present, sufficient number of cattle in this 
province are slaughtered and freely exported with the result that the 
best breeds of them have been considerably depleted. As for example 
Angole and Punjab breed are largely exported to Java. Now 1 wo^d 
most emphatically request the Government to put a stop to this system 
at an early date possible. 

Another cause of deterioration of Bengal cattle is, as I have said, lack 
of sufficient pasture-grounds which, as you will know, are being daily 
encroached upon and turned into cultivated areas, etc., with the hope of 
getting an increased outturn of crops and one thing or other. But 
instead of that, the outturn is going to be diminished in proportion 
to the area tliat is being brought under cultivation. To obtain thus an 
increase in the outturn would depend not on increasing the area under 
cultivation such as by the encroachment of pasture-lands but by the 
adoption of intensive method ol* cultivation such as is practised in other 


United States of America the proportion is 1 to 16 in Germany and 
Japan it is 1 to 6, in Eng^land in the United Kingdom and in New Zea¬ 
land it is 1 to 3, while in India it is 1 to 27. 

For reference 1 would mention here that during the rainy season 
in some parts of Bengal the surrounding lands remain under water and 
not an inch of ground is left for grazing purposes. So, during this 
season, the cattle are tied down to a pole all day and night and having 
no opportunity to graze about freely, their condition becomes very mis¬ 
erable for want of sufficient food and due to constant confinement. In 
order to relieve this pitiable condition, arrangements should be made 
to provide for raised grazing-grounds in every village in those i)arts. 

In view of the above Government interference is needed to check 
further encroachment upon grazing-grounds and to provide for the 
gradual reclamation of pasture-lands by authorising municipalities, 
district boards, zamindars and land-holders to spend a portion of 
their funds and lands for this purpose, and further by the acquisition 
and proper maintenance ol grazing-lands by provincial Governments 
where necessary. 

Thereby in this connection the problem of cattle-diseases should 
also be properly dealt with. It is well known that in Bengal rinder¬ 
pests and other common diseases amofigst common, low class of cattle 
appear in most virulent form and is more frequent than in other countries. 
Therefore, in order to combat this evil, the question of adequate medical 
relief to he given to the cattle should not be neglected. Though some 
good results have been obtained through the active veterinary assis¬ 
tants maintained by the Government, yet I think the present arrange¬ 
ment is not quite sufficient to cope with the present situation. 
Therefore, my suggestion would be that Government should encourage 
the indigenous system of cattle treatment which was prevalent in 
Bengal from time immemorial. 

As we all know that from tbe time of the Atharva Veda down to that 
of Chakrapani I>utta of Asokan times, the indigenous system of cattle 
treatment appears to have reached a high stage of perfection and that 
knowledge has been preserved to some extent by go-baids (cattle- 
surgeons') of the country. My suggestion with regard to the point is 
that this system, which has practically died out for want of State pat¬ 
ronage, should be revived by Government as it will prove to be less 
expensive and suited to the constitution and condition of Bengal cattle 
and it will further help considerably in checking and curing diseases. 
It is all the more to he revived because the graduates now turned out 
by the Government Veterinary College are too few to deal with any 
outbreak of diseases. Lastly, in order to encourage cattle-breeding 
amongst the peasantry, annual melas and fairs should he held under the 


aiter having the cattle exhibited, testified and judged hy experts. This 
sort of prise distribution amongst the best breeders of cattle would serve 
the double purpose of encouraging breeding of cattle in a scientific 
and systematic way, and improving agriculture at the same time. 
Therefore, before I resume my seat, I would once more ask the House 
to extend their support to this resolution, and then urge the Govern¬ 
ment to give effect to my suggestions enumerated above, as early as 
possible, as it is an urgent need of the country. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK; I have great pleasure to 

second this resolution. It is known to everybody that the interest of 
the cow is very dear to all of us, and at the present moment we find that 
we, both Hindus and Muhammadans, have joined in a common desire 
to improve the condition of cattle, so far so that the old Bakr Id 
riots have disappeared. This request to Government to help us in a 
matter on which depends the life of our children is one which we can 
very well ask the Government to take into favourable consideration, 
and I earnestly hope that Government will be pleased to grant us the 
prayef. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I con^utulate my young 
friend on his moving this resolution. This is a matter which, I am 
sure, will meet with the unanimous support of the House, both from 
the official and the non-official quarter. I find that even in Calcutta 
if we could give effect to this resolution in co-operation with Govern¬ 
ment, it would really be conferring a boon to the people, and if this 
resolution is given effect to throughout the Presidency of Bengal, I 
am sure that will greatly improve the condition of the cattle which is 
at present deplorable. Toucliing upon this resolution, I wish to say 
one or two words on some special points raised in this connection. 
As regards the supply of suitable bulls, I think the suggestion made 
by my friend for enabling the municipalities and union committees to 
keep the requisite number of bulls in their areas for breeding purposes, 
is an excellent one. I may state for the information of the House that 
this is a suggestion which was made in the Corporation by me and 
met with the full support of the members that the Corporation should 
make arrangements for the maintenance of three or four good bulls in 
the different gowkhanas at their expense for breeding purposes. 

I do not want to take up the time of the Council by dilating on the 
affairs of Calcutta. The question of grazing-grounds is a common 
factor in all parts of the IVesidency. For want of these grasing- 
grounds many cows are sent to the slaughter-house. 

As regards the promotion of indigenous veterinary ^ucation, we 


to encourage these gohaidyag or indigenous veterinary doctors.- They 
are practically a dying class. 1 hope the Hon'ble Minister will he 
pleased to give this resolution his best consideration. 

MiUlvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; 1 have no doubt that the Hindu 
gentlemen who are here will' welcome this resolution and also the 
Muhammadans. Providing of suitable bulls is an act of religion on 
the part of the Hindus. Formerly, they used to dedicate some bulls 
to God, and they were called Dharavuhars and they were not molested 
by anybody and they used to graze upon everybody’s land and thrive 
upon that. Put now times are changed, and ihercfotv, there must lie 
some provision, so that those bulls may be properly kept for the purpose 
of proper breeding. 

In regard to grazing-grounds, there were grazing-grounds in ancient 
times, but now the giubhiug of money is so dear to the people, that 
these grazing-grounds have been encroached ujion and they have been 
turned to cultivated land. It is now the duty of Government to pro¬ 
vide such grazing-grounds in every village so that the breeding of 
cattle may thrive. 

With these words, I heg to support the resolution. 

MaulviSHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: 1 congratulate the 
mover of this resolution. As to (a), I have nothing to say as it will 
improve the breeding of cattle. As to (&), I am quite at a loss to 
understand how this can he done. This suggestion is beset with many 
difficulties, such as the question of providing money, the question of 
getting suitable grazing-lands, etc. I do not think it will be practicable 
for the Council to take any steps in this direction. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; The mover has suggested four means by which the 
breed of cattle in Bengal can be improved. In the first place, he asks 
for the provision of suitable hulls. I am well aware of the fact that 
the existing number of bulls maintained by local bodies and Government 
for breeding purposes is hopelessly insufficient. Matters are therefore 
being put in train for providing stud-bulls throughout the province. 
But the matter is not without difficulty as conditions differ widely in 
the different parts of the province and we will have to take the local 
conditions into consideration in evolving a race of good milking and 
draught animals. I am therefore aiming at gradually starting a cattle 
farm in every district of Bengal where these questions will be studied. 
In the second place, he asks for the provision of grazing-grounds. I 
am afraid that Government can do little in this matter. As regards 
Government estates the Board of Revenue has issued instructions 
which, if followed, will ensure that grazing-grounds are maintained. 


recorded in the record^of-rights and a list of these lands is attached to 
the record of each village. Beyond this Government ditnnot go. It 
is out of the question that Government should assume the responsi¬ 
bility of providing grajsing land for every village in the province and 
it must confine itself to protecting as far as possible existing rights of 
grazing. To me it appears that the setting apart of pasture lands or 
grazing commons is no longer practicable from the economic stand¬ 
point, and the only possible means of solving the fodder question is 
the intensive cultivation of fodder crops and their storage. 

The mover next proposes that the system of indigenous veterinary 
treatment should be encouraged. Hy first difficulty, Sir, is that I am 
not aware of the existence of any indigenous system of veterinary treat¬ 
ment. There are simple remedies which the cultivators use for the 
commoner diseases of cattle, but there is nothing which can be called 
a system or made the subject of encouragement by Government. As 
regards the mover’s fourth proposal regarding the award of prizes, etc., 
for good cattle in hdu and vielag I may mention that such encourage¬ 
ment is given in cattle fairs and shows. I shall inquire and see if it 
would bo possible to give such rewards and prizes on a more extended 
scale than at present. 

Sir, I would like to assure the Council that Government are not' 
neglecting the important question of improving the cattle of Bengal. 
We have already got a trained staff of veterinary assistants and 
inspectors in the mufassal to treat cattle diseases and to educate the 
raiyat in the proper care and improvement of their stock. It is the policy 
of Government ultimately to provide two veterinary assistants—one itin¬ 
erant and one siationai’y in each subdivision where there should also be 
a dispensary. In this respeci we look up to the local bodies to give 
effect to the scheme, and I tnist that they will ere long give tangible 
proof of their interest in the matter by increasing the number of veteri¬ 
nary assistants and veterinary dispensaries. 

I would welcome any practical scheme for the improv^ent of the 
cattle of Bengal, but I confess that the resolution does not throw fresh 
light in the matter. 7n the circumstances which I have explained 1 
hope that the mover will not press his resolution but withdraw it. 

Mfi PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKATi I have not much to add to what I 
have already said. I fully realise the situation, but I beg to submit 
that unless we have projier grazing-grounds, the cattle-breeding cannot 
be improved, and Government must see to ibis. 

Tbe motion was then put and carried. 


Tlw PRESIDENTS I am afraid I cannot proceed further with the 


Atsun-Bengal Railway strikt. 

MEMBER in ohargaof DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon*lila 
Mr. Karr): I have been in communication with the members of this 
Council who come from the. Chittagong Diyision regarding the strike 
on the Assam-Bengal Bailway. They were exceedingly anxious that 
the resolution on this subject should be taken up out of its turn; but 
this was not found p(»8ible. In discussing the matter with them I com¬ 
municated to them such information as I had on the subject. They 
said that much of the information was new to them and that it would 
be useful if I could make a statement in the Council on the subject. 
Accordingly I took His Excellency's approval to that course, and I 
have got your permission, Sir, to make this statement now. 

I need not take up the time of the Council by going into the causes 
of the strike. SuMce it to say that, as it has been admitted both by 
the men themselves and by their leaders, the men came out in order to 
express disapproval of the action of the Government in connection with 
the re]>aii‘iutioii of the coolies at Chandpur. At a later stage, certain 
economic grievances were also put forward; coupled with demands for 
strike pay and for the re-grant of the gratuities earned by the men pre¬ 
vious to the strike. The Government of Bengal have, of course, no 
control over the Assam-Bengal Bailway. That control rests with the 
Bailway Board; but I have been in communication with the BaUiray 
Company, regarding these matters and on moi*e than one occasion, 1 
have brought the requests of the strikers and their representatives to 
the notice of the Bailway Company. The Bailway Company were un¬ 
willing to give way on any of these points, but they let it he known 
some weeks ago that they were willing to take back any of tbe strikers 
for whom they had vacancies. As a result of that the strikers have 
been dribbling back in considerable numbers. According to a telegram, 
which I received a few days ago from the Agent, the latest figures show 
that out of 8,000 men who went on strike last May, 3,500 have returned 
to work up to date. Approximately, 3,^p0 new men have been appoint¬ 
ed to vacancies on tbe line and there are therefore still 1,100 vacancies 
on the pre-strike establishment to he filled. Tlie Bailway Company 
have authorised me to say that they aie still peHectly willing to ^ke 
back any of their old employees for ^hom vacancies exist, but that they 
are still recruiting new men and it is desirable therefore that those 
persons who wish to take advantage of the Bailway Company’s offer 
should do so without delay. The strike may, therefore, he said to be 
practically over.Th^Bailway Company have ample men to run the full 
service of trains at the present time. Their pivisent difBci^ies arise 
from the attempts which are now being made to wreck trains on the 
railway line and which became so serious about a fortnight ago that 
the Bailway Company had to stop night running. Unfortunately, we 


BO I have no right to blame the strikers or any body of persons. But I 
do say/and I am sure the Council Will agree with me, that the persons 
who are responsible for these outrages have been guilty of the most 
dastardly conduct. I can imagine no act more wicked tlum the act of ^ 
u man who deliberately goes out at night to remoTe rails from s 
railway line in the certain knowledge that he is thereby risking the ' 
wrecking of a train carrying hundreds of innocent passengers, mostly 
his owd^fellow countrymen; I do not think the Council and the public 
realise^ how serious this train-wrecking business ha^ become; since 
the end of May last ‘there have been no less than 18 attempts in which 
fishbolts have actually been removed from rails on the line; and no 
less than 8 attempts took place in the first half of August. Fortunately 
in only two of these cases was the train actually derailed, but unfortu¬ 
nately one Indian passenger lost his life, while three othets received 
serious injuries. It is only the mercy of Providence and the vigilance 
esceroised by the Bailway employees and the police which have prevented 
further loss of life. I am very glad that Mr. Gandhi, during his recent 
visit to Chittagong, has condemned these acts of ** sabotage ** in no 
uncei-tain voice; but there has been very little about'it tn the news¬ 
papers and now that the facta have been publicly stated, I trust that 
public opinion will manifest itself against the cowardly perpetrators of 
these crimes. 

JPhat, then, is the pi'esent situation. The strike is practically at an 
end and the only obstacle in ilie way of resumption of complete and 
safe running are these attempts at train-wrecking which will, I hope, 
be condemned in no uncertain voice by the public of this country. In 
these circumstances, there is no necessity for Government to intervene 
in the matter of the strike, but they will take all the steps that are pos¬ 
sible to secure the safe running of the trains and the safety of the 
general public; and they feel that they are entitled to rely on public 
opinion to support them in their action. 


Ptorogation. 

The PRESIDENTS His Excellency the Governor has declared the 
Council to be prorogued. 

The members then dispersed. 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Fifth Session.) 

VOLUME V. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the-Covernment of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the Slst November, 1921, at 10 minutes to 3 i’.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon*ble the th^e Ministers, and 110 nominated 
and elected members. 

At 3 P.M. the Begistrar to the Council announced to the Hon’ble the 
President that His Excellency the Governor was without. 

The Hon’ble the President then left his seat on the daU and met His 
Excellency at the door of the Chamber. His Excellency then entered the 
Chamber with the Hon’blo the President and, at the request of the 
Hon’ble the l^esident, took his seat on the presidential Chair, the Hou’ble 
the President being seated on His Escellency’s right. 

His ExceHenoy the Governor's Address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF BENGAL (the Evl 
of RonaMshay) : Mb. Pbesident, —^First let me offer a hearty welcome 
to all members of the Council and my beat wishes for success in the 
labours that lie before them during the Session which begins to-day. 

The functions of a Legislative Body mhy roughly be divided under 
three main heads. The first of these is constractive, namely, the 
making of laws and the provision of funds for the carrying on of the 
administration. The second is the eliciting and disseminatian of 
information with a view to enlightening the people as a whole as to 
the acts and intentions of the administration. And, finally, there is 
the function of criticism both of the policy of Goyemment and of its 


that should have been most in eyidence. A powerful volnme of criti¬ 
cism has been brought to bear upon the whole field of administration 
chieflj by means of the discussion of resolutions on matters of general 
public interest. Indeed, it would not be too much to say that the 
(Council shows a tendency to regard the discussion of such resolutions 
as its moat important function. During the comparatively short period 
of its existence, no less than 364 different resolutions have been ballot¬ 
ed for and 135 have actually been discussed. A comparison with the 
corresponding figures in the case of the House of Commons is certainly 
striking. During the year 1918, when the House of Commons sat on 
no less than 136 days, the number of resolutions on matters of general 
public interest, including motions for the adjournment of the House, 
moved by jH^ivate members was 34. In the year 1919 the House of 
Commons sat on 163 days and the number of similar resolutions dis¬ 
cussed was 41. The other main means which the Council possesses 
of miticising and indeed controlling the policy of Government is the 
voting of supply. I shall have something to say under this head in 
a few moments. For the present 1 need only say that the proceedings 
on the budget at the beginning of the year showed that the Council 
has been quick to realise the wide extent of the powers which have 
been conferred upon it in this respect. 

So far as the eliciting of information is concerned, I can bear wit¬ 
ness to the searching manner in which the Council carries out its 
functions, for I have myself passed the answers to everyone of the 1,293 
questions which it has asked. In a somewhat different connection, 
useful information is also being acquired at the instance of the Council 
with a view to its being put to constructive use in the future. 
I have in mind the Committee which is examining the Tenancy Act 
with a view to its. amendment. The Importance of the duties of the 
Committee require little emphasis from me. They include the advis¬ 
ing of Government on matters of such difficulty as the transferability 
of occupancy rights, the best method of dealing with the uthandi 
system which hulks so largely in the district of Nadia, and the solu¬ 
tion of the problems arising out of the traditional system of ahxoahi. 
Other Committees engaged on tasks of a similar nature are the Medical 
School Committee and the Committee which is inquiring into the 
functions of Divisional Commissioners. 

It will he seen, therefore, that the Council has been exceedingly 
active in discharging its functions under two of the three heads referred 
to. 1 have every hope that it will devote itself with equal assiduity to 
the constructive side of its work as soon as the opportunity is given to 
it. The opportunity will soon occur. My hon’ble colleagues in the 
new Government which came into existence in January last have been 
giving their attention to various matters of importance which can only 


proposals for the reconstitution of the body which is charged with the 
important task of administering the affairs of this city. In the Cal- 
outta Municipal Bill you will be asked to consider proposals for alter¬ 
ing the jnesent constitution of the Goiporation in accordance with the 
liberal spirit of the times, for enlarging its |K)wers and enacting changes 
in many of the'*’provi8ions of the existing Act Meeting the general 
administration of the city. 

But, important though this measure is, I shall not, I think, be chal¬ 
lenged when I say that the question overshadowing aU others in 
importance, in its difficulty and in its interest for evei 7 member of this 
Ck>uncil is that of the financial position of the Province. It cannot be 
othei’wise, for the question is a vital one. Uik>u its solution depends 
the* e^dibtence of Hhe adminialiration. Thus, early in its career, the 
Council is faced with a fundamental responsibility which it cannot shirk. 
Government can submit proposals to it for dealing with the financial 
crisis with which the Province is faced; but the power to accept or 
reject them is vested, not in Government, but in the Council. The 
whole question is of such vited importance that I feel it to be my duty 
to lay the position fully before you. 

The examination of the financial changes which were to accompany 
the introduction of the reformed constitution began early in 1919 and 
may be regarded as having passed through three stages. There was 
the stage of preliminary correH]x>ndence between the Government (of 
India and the Local Governments. This was followed by the inquiry 
of the Meston Committee, and finally came the examination of the 
report of the latter Committee by the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
and the decision of that body. I may state at once that from the very 
■ beginning of this examination of the question the Government of 
-Bengal—both the late Government and the present Government—have 
found themselves obliged to raise grave objection to the settlement 
proposed. I do not intend to weary you by referring in detail to the 
various representations which have been made; but it is desirable that 
1 should explain the main grounds of our objection to the settlement 
which was proposed and to which effect was eventually given. In the 
first place, we laid stress upon the fact that the heads of revenue which 
it was proposed to assign to the Provinces were all heads which owing 
to the particular circumstances of Bengal, gave very little prospect of 
'any expansion of revenue so far as this Province is concerned. The 
reason for this is known to everybody, namdy, that Land Bevenue, 
which was to be the mainstay of provincial finance under the settlement, 
is strictly circumscribed in Bengal by tbe Permanent Settlement. Our 
next contention was that the normal standard of expenditure laid down 
for Bengal by the Government of India was far too low. They put it 
in round figures at Bs. 7,64,00,000; and, in spite of our earnest repre- 


of expenditute at an informal conference at Simla in October, 1919. 
In this connection it is interesting to compare the position accorded 
to Bengal with that allowed to the sister Presidency of Bombay. The 
Presidency of Bombay, with a population of less than 20 millions, was 
allowed a standard expenditure of Bs. 10,98,93,000, compared with the 
standard ex.penditure of Bs. 7,91,55,000 allowed to Bengal with its 
population of orer 45 millions, ^fter the Simla Conference at which 
these preliminary standards of expenditure were fixed, the next stage 
in the examination was reached, namely, the appointment of the Meston 
Committee in January, 1920. We submitted to the Committee repre¬ 
sentations ofi the same lines as we had done to the Goyernment of 
India. In one respect we met with some measure of success in that 
the Committee adopted the suggestion which we made that the Provin- 
cial heads of revenue should be increased by tbe addition of non¬ 
judicial stamps which had up to that time been assigned to the Govern¬ 
ment of India. The advantage of this was, of course, reaped by all the 
Provinces, and Bengal was still left in a serious position. To add to 
our difficulties, we w^ere saddled by tbe Meston Committee wjth an 
initial tribute to the Government of India of Bs. 63,00,000, with the 
prospect of a progressive annual iTicrease in the amount of this sub¬ 
vention for a period of seven years, by which time we were to contri¬ 
bute a greater percentage of the Government of India’s deficit than 
any other Province. I now come to the third stage, namely, tbe examina¬ 
tion of the question by the Joint Select Committee of the two Houses 
of Parliament. This body accepted the recommendations of the Meston 
Committee with two modifications of some importance. Firstly, they 
directed that there should be granted to all Provinces some share in 
the growth of revenue from taxation on incomes as far as such growth 
was attributable to an increase in the amount of income assessed; aud, 
in the second place, they decided that in no^case should the initial 
contribution payable to the Government of India by any Province be 
inbreased^ The Committee also took note of tbe peculiar financial diffi¬ 
culties of Bengal which they commended to the special consideration 
of the Government of India. 

So much for the negotiations up to the time of the inauguration of 
the Beformed Constitution. When the time came for the final pre¬ 
paration of the budget for 1921-22, it became clear that all our f^Ts> 
had been only too well founded. We found ourselves faced with a 
deficit of approximately Bs. 2,12,00,000. 1 need not trouble the 
Council with a statement of the means by which the deficit has been 
met during the current year, since this is a matter which ia within the 
recollection of everyone. But before coming to our proposals for meet¬ 
ing our deficit during the coming year there are two observations 1 
would make in support of my contention that, in sjdte of the temporary 


Central Government, the financial settlement is still grievously 
inequitable. 

The first observation 1 would make is with a view to disposing ol 
the fallacious statement which is so often made that on account of the 
Permanent Settlement Bengal does not pay its proper share towards the 
cost of the Central Government. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. As a matter of actual fact, we are bearing a far greater part 
of the burden than any other Province, as I think I shall be able to 
show. It . is only possible to ascertain the real contribution . of the 
different Province^ towards the cost of the Central Government by 
taking the gross amount of money raised by taxation in each Province 
and then ascertaining how much of this amount goes to the Central 
government and how much ia^left to the Province. To ascertain this 
gross amount one must add to the proceeds of the Provincial heads of 
revenue those of the Central heads, namely. Customs duties. Income-tax 
and Salt duty. Taking the figures under the Provincial heads of the 
current year and adding to them the Imperial figures for last year (the 
Imperial figures for the current year not being available) we find that 
the gross amount of money raised in the different Provinces is as 
follows:— 


1 

Lakhs 

Bengal ... 

... 30,06 

Madras 

... 20,68 

Bombay 

... 30,69 

United Provinces 

... 14,12 

Punjab ... 

... 12,02 

Bihar and Orissa 

... 6.11b 

Central Provinces 

... 6,67 

«•« 

... 2,44 


Now let us see how much of these totals goes to the Central Govern¬ 
ment in the case of each Province. The figures, taking into account 
the remission of the 63 lakhs in the case of Bengal, are as follows:— 

Bengal, 20,61 lakhs, leaving for expenditure within the Province, 
9,65 lakhs. 

Madras, 7,73 lakhs, leaving for expenditure within the Province, 
12,86 lakhs. 

Bombay, 16,69 lakbs, leaving for exx)enditure within the Province, 
13,90 lakbs. 

United Provinces, 3,23 lakhs, leaving for expenditure within the 
Province, 10,89 lakhs. 

Punjab, 2,47 lakhs, leaving for exepnditure within the Province, 
9,55 lakhs. 

Bihar and Orissa, *34 lakhs, leaving for expenditure within the 






Central Provinces, *71 lakhs, leaving for ezpenditwe within ^tiie 
Province, 4,96 lakhs. 

Assam, *97 lakhs, leaving for expenditure within the Province, 
2,17 lakhs. 

These figures show conclusively that the real contribution of Bengal 
to the Central Government is nearly 4 crores more than that of Bombay; 
nearly 13 crores more than, that of Madras which comes next in order 
of the magnitude of its contribution, and from 17 crores to over 
20 crores more than any of the other Provinces. It will, of course, be 
said that not all the money raised in Bengal by means of Customs duties 
and Inoome*tax is paid by the people of Bengal. I admit that this is 
so and that some allowance must be made on this account. But it was 
proved before the Meston Committee that over 90 per cent, of the 
Income-tax collected in Calcutta is paid solely by residents in Bengal; 
while so far as Custcons duties are concerned it cannot be ^disputed 
that the jute export duty, amounting to over 3 crores, is collected almost 
entirely from Bengal; and no allowance made on these grounds can alter 
the fact that under the existing settlement Bengal is permitted to 
retain for expenditure within its own boundaries a far smaller propor¬ 
tion of the money raised within its boundaries than any other Province. 
That then is the first observation which I have to make. The second 
is that there has been transferred to us by the Government of India 
responsibility for two costly institutions without the financial provi¬ 
sion which the responsibility entails. I refer to the Calcutta and Dacca 
Universities. The Dacca University was a gift promised by the Govern¬ 
ment of India to Eastern Bengal. It was created by an Act of the 
Imperial Legislative Council; the Yice-Chancdlor was appointed by the 
Government of India and the Government of India tacitly admitted 
their responsibility by making an annual giant, until the financial 
settlement came into effect. Tet no allowance was made in the 
standard of normal expenditure of the Province for .a single rupee at 
recurring expenditure in connection with the Institution. The case 
of the Calcutta University is similar. While the University was still 
under the Government of India they appointed a strong Commission to 
report upon it. The Commission made recommendations whicdi they 
estimated would cost 61 lakhs in capital expenditure and 65 lakhs of 
recurring exjjenditure, estimates which are now generally admitted to 
be far below the mark. Under these circumstances* it never occurred 
to me that the University would be handed over to us without the 
necessary fi^anciajl provision being made. Tet this is what was done 
by a short Act transferring the University from ilie Government of 
India to the Government of Bengal passed by the Legislative Assembly 
shortly after the present Government came into nistence at the begin* 


Well, now I hare giyen a brief outline of tbe negotiatione leading 
to the present financial settlement. I haye explained the yiew whidh 
we take with regard to it. We haye neyer ceased pressing that yiew, 
and in doing so we haye been whole^heartedlj supported by the Council. 
It would be ungracious not to express our thanks for the modest 
measure of relief which has recently been granted to us since the 
deputation from the Bengal Coyemment and the Legislatiye Council 
waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy in Simla in September last; 
eyen though it is impossible for us to regard such relief as in any way 
adequate to meet our legitimate claims. Indeed, we cannot so regard 
it. But I regret to haye to add that up to the present moment we haye 
no grounds on which we can base an expectation of receiying any 
further assistance. What thqp are we to do? The framing of the 
budget for 1922-23 cannot be longer delayed and the task with which 
we are faced is ^at of meeting a deficit which is estimated to amount 
during the coming year to 1 crore and 49 lakhs of Ti^)ees. That is the 
task to which Goyemment haye been deyoting their attention; and it 
is tbe conclusions that we hare arriyed at that I now haye to lay before 
you. 

The first thing that we considered was naturally the possibility of 
retrenchment. Every department of Goyemment has undergone rigid 
scrutiny, and we have agreed that for the present, at any rate great 
sacrifices have got to be made. The first offering upon the altar of 
economy is the partition of Midnapore. I explained at some length in 
April last why I thought that it would he false economy to leave 
unfinished a project on which so much had already been spent, and 
which was so far advanced towards completion. I still think that the 
arguments which I then put forward are sound. But the Ck)uncil has 
shown that it does not agree with me, for it has passed a resolution in 
favour of the scheme being stopped, since I placed my arguments before 
it. Under these circumstances I felt that I must bow to tbe wishes 
of the Council and orders were issued some weeks ago that work'at 
Hijli should immediately be closed down in the mpst economical 
manner. Tbe building at Jhargram are completed and tbe new sub¬ 
division will be opened shortly; but, in deference to the wishes of tiie 
Council, the creation of the new district of Hijli will remain in abey¬ 
ance. Then there is the question of the Grand Trunk Canal. We do 
not propose to ask the Council to xvoyide funds for any construction 
work next year. But we hope the Council will agree that the final esti¬ 
mates for the project showing whether, under existing economic condi¬ 
tions, tbe scheme will prove to be remunerative undert^ng or not, 
should be completed. And my bon’ble colleague tbe Mf^rajadbiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan will ask you to provide the funds for the estab¬ 
lishment required for this purpose. Next we have decided that in the 
matter of civil works the activities of the Public Works Department 


of any kind being taken up. Tbia, we anticipate, will effect a saving 
of approximately 40 lakbs. Then we are prepared to reduce our settle¬ 
ment programme and to work on a two party basis instead of on a four 
party basis. This will effect a saving of I2i lakhs. I need not trouble 
you now with details of other retrenchments distributed over a number 
of departments to which we have agreed. My hon’ble colleague the 
Finance Member will be prepared to supply you with full information 
in due course. The net result of our examination of the possibilities 
of retrenchment is a saving of approximately 89^ lakhs. On the other 
hand, there are ce^in increases amounting to nearly 17 lakhs, which, 
we think cannot be avoided, the main item in this sum being 11^ lakhs 
under the head of education. This then gives us a net saving of 
72^ lakhs, and reduces our prospective deficit to 76^ lakhs. It will be 
seen, therefore, that in order to carry on the administration at a reduced 
level of efficiency entailed by rigid economy all round, we have to find 
fresh revenue to that extent, h'or this purpose we shall submit to you 
very shortly 8x>ecific proposals for increasing the existing duties on 
stamps and for the imiKwition of a tax upon amusements. Our proposals 
for raising the stamp duty will be laid before you by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr next month. At the present stage the estimates of the receipts 
we shall obtain in this way are only approximate, but we hope that the 
new stamp duties will bring in something over a crore and that the 
proposed tax on amusements will bring in about 12 lakhs. If this 
expectation he fulfilled we shall have met, our prospective deficit and 
shall have a sum of between 40 and 50 lakhs in hand. We are of 
opinion that amongst the first claimants upon this sum must he placed 
certain of the departments that have agreed to make retrenchments on 
their existing scales of expenditure and, in particular, the Education 
Department, the. Department of Public Health, the Begistration 
Department, the Department of Agriculture and Industries and the 
Departments of General Administration and the Administration of 
Justice. These Departments have agreed for the time being to retrench¬ 
ments amounting in the aggregate to Bs. 6,50,000. Nearly the whole 
of this sum is in respect of transferred subjects. It represents a com¬ 
paratively small proportion of the total retrenchments agreed to; and 
I would like to take this opportunity of acknowledging the generous 
manner in which my hon'ble coHeagues on the reserved side of the 
Government have m^t me, in the first place by agreeing to the hulk 
of the retrenchment being effected in respect of reserved subjects and, 
in the second place, by agreeing that the transferred departments, of 
which I have just spoken, should have the first claim to the resioTaiion 
of the retrenchments in question, in the event of funds becoming avail¬ 
able. At the same time, I must add that some at least of the expendi¬ 
ture retrenched in respect of reserved subjects is expenditure which is 


the time for canBidering the matter in detail arriyes. It will also be 
necessary to pravide for the normal growth of expenditure in the various 
departments, the increases of time-scale pay and the like. So I must 
warn the Comicil that even with the taxation proposals which we shall 
put forward, a comparatively small portion of the surplus will be avail¬ 
able for new expenditure. 

Such then is the position. Government have, I need hardly assure 
you, given to it the most anxious thought and the proposals which I 
have outlined to you provide the best solution which we can devise 
for meeting the immediate necessities of the case. If the Council is 
prepared to agree to our proposals for increasing the revenue, we shall 
be able to carry on the administration, to restore the retrenchments on 
the transferred side and some of the more urgent on the reserved side, 
and we shall restore our credit sufficiently to enable us to raise loans 
which can be devoted to projects of great importance requiring capital 
outlay thereby relieving the strain on our annual revenues. We shall 
still be a poor Province compared with other Provinces, and it must 
not be supposed for one moment that a decision of this Council to raise 
fresh revenue for carrying on the administration for the time being, is 
to be regarded as acquiescence on its part in the present settlement. 
Very far from it. Neither the Council nor Government have ever 
departed from the view that the settlement ought to have been such as 
to permit the continuance of the administration on existing lines with¬ 
out the imposition of additional taxation. And our position is this, 
that if, to meet the immediate emergency with which we are faced, we 
are prepared to raise fresh revenue and to devote it to meeting our 
existing deficit, we do so still maintaining that we have a moral claim 
to further relief, and in that view, we regard the allocation of the 
proceeds of new taxation to the meeting of our deficit as a purely tem¬ 
porary expedient pending further relief, on receipt of which the new 
revenue raised would become available for those schemes of educational, 
industrial,, agricultural and sanitary and medical progress which 
I am sure the Council as much as the Hon’ble Ministers who are 
charged with them so earnestly desire to see taken in hand. 

Such, then, is the position, which I felt it to be my duty to |dace 
before you at the earliest opportunity, together with the proposals 
which Government has decided to lay before you for meeting it. My 
hon’ble colleague the Finance Member expects to be in a position to 
submit these proposals to you in detail by the middle of next month. 
Tou will then have an opportunity of discussing the situation. I regret 
inofoundly that it should be necessary for you to face so difficult and 
embarrassing a problem so early in the life of the new Council. But 
the necessity is due to circumstances beyond our control, and you will 



I fear that I hare already made a large demand upon your patience; 
but there is one more matter of graTe and urgent importance to which 
I feel bound to refer, that is, the seiious development of a spirit of 
defiance of constituted authority which has recently resulted in a wide* 
spread display of lawlessness in this city and elsewhere. 

There is no need for me to give any detailed account of the events 
of the past week or two which, beginning with a riot in Howrah on 
the 4th of this mouth, culminated in wholesale terrorism and intimi¬ 
dation by means of which the normal life of this city, was gravely 
interfered with on Thursday last, and the liberty of vast numbers of 
people in esnying on their normal avocations curtailed. Suffice it to 
say that such a state of affairs is not tolerable, and that Government 
is of opinion that a situation has arisen which calls for drastic action. 
That being so, it is my desire to take you immediately into my confi¬ 
dence. The agency which is being used to do the actual work of inti¬ 
midation consists of certain so-called volunteer corps employed in 
the cause of non-co-operation. The activities of these bodies have 
become a menace to the liberty of law-abiding citisens, and they have 
accordingly been proclaimed to be unlawful associations under the 
Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1908. That is the first step 
which Government has considered it necessary to take. Government 
is also of opinion that the liberty hitherto accorded to all and sundry 
to hold and address meetings and organise demonstrations has been 
grossly abused. No one can accuse Government of having exhibited 
any desire to repress the ordinary freedom of speech tolerated in any 
free country. But there are limits beyond which no Government that 
has regard to the interests of the law-abiding citizens over whom it 
holds sway, can permit license to go. We are of opinion that those 
limits have been reached and that the instigations to the people to 
overthrow the existing order have become a menace to the main¬ 
tenance of peace. It has, therefore, become necessary to impose some 
restrictions upon the freedom of holding meetings and p^i^saionsin 
this city. 1 do not propose to-day to deal in greater detau with the 
measures which Government is taking, or may be obliged to take, in 
the event of the organisers of this movement persisting in their cam-* 
paign of lawlessness and sedition. I hope that better counsels will 
prevail. But I would add a few words of a more general nature. 
Let it not be forgotten that a Government has a duty towards the 
public, the public equally has a duty towards Government and, indeed, 
towards itself. No police force in the world can perform its task ade¬ 
quately in the absence of the co-operation of the public. If people 
are intimidated and refrain from lodging complaints it becomes almost 
impossible for the police to help them. It is the bounden duty of 
every loyal citizen actively to assist the police whenever occasion offers. 


on the part of many, who, I am sure cannot in their hearts, desire to 
see lawlessness triumphant, to act in a manner which can <mly encour¬ 
age the lawless . and render more difficult the task of the police. 
The encouraging (rf strikes regardless of the reasonableness of the 
alleged cause" of the strike or of the consequences is an example of 
what I mean; and the recent tram strike is an illustration in point. 
If the strike had been a genuine economic strike, Goyemment would 
have appointed a Conciliation Board to deal with it. It was nothing 
of the sort, and anyone who foments or encourages such a strike has a 
grqve responsibility on his conscience. Oovemment is bound to do its 
best in such a case to protect those who desire to carry on their 
lawful business. But to do so means the imposition of a heavy addi¬ 
tional burden upon tiie police. And if these additional duties are to 
be. discharged efficiently, Oovgmment will be obliged to increase the 
police force—an expensive proceeding, but one which under such cir¬ 
cumstances, it could not possibly refuse to undertake. There is 
another form of action well calculated to impair the efficiency of the 
force and to render more difficult the maintenance of order, and that 
is the adoption of the attitude on the part of a certain class of person, 
that whenever the police are compelled to take action to quell disturb¬ 
ances, it is the rioters who must be in the right and the police and 
Government who must be in the wrong. A recent case in point is the 
attitude taken up by certain persons after the riots in Howrah at the 
beginning of the month. Not only did they take up an attitude which 
led the public to suppose that they regarded the rioters as injured 
innocents, but they openly flouted the Magistrate who was charged 
with the duty of holding a magisterial inquiry into the occurrence and 
engineered a mischievous agitation with a view to deterring mem¬ 
bers of the public from giving evidence before him in the course 
of the inquiry which he was carrying out. I venture to convey to 
all such persons a solemn warning that, whether they realise it or not, 
they are paving the way which leads to anarchy. If they care to 
study h^lfery, they will find that it is almost invariably the case that 
those who sow the wind in the end reap the whirlwind. It is very 
easy to fall into the error of thinking that abuse of constituted autho¬ 
rity is synonymous with patriotism and following upon this initial 
error, it is only too easy to raise up the forces of disorder. They need 
not dive very deep into history. They will find the whole process set 
out before their eyes in Bussia at the present time. But let me beg 
of them with all the power which I can command not to forget that 
when once the forces of disorder are thoroughly roused, they will find 
themselves qnite incapable of controlling them. Mr. Gandhi" himself 
is discovering this eternal troth at the present moment. He publicly 
admits that he has been more instrumental than any other in bringing 


last two days lias stunk in my nostrils .** I invite 

my fellow-workers to make ceaseless efforts to regain control over tke 
turbulent elements/’ Will his fellow-workers listen - to himP And 
if they do, will they succeed in laying the spirit of evil that they 
have raised upP Hr. Gandhi confesses that he found the crowd in 
Bombay bent upon mischief and destruction, and unwilling to listen 
even to him. ** With non-violence on our lips,” he says, ** we have 
terrorised those who have differed from us and in so doing we have 
denied our God.” Jjet us' at least be thankful for this, that 
Mr. Gandhi has at last realised that which from bitter experience many 
have long known, namely, that to talk of non-violence in connection 
with non-co-operation is a pitiful travesty of language. I^re we 
hope that he may yet be brought to realise that the salvation of this 
country lies in co-operation rather than in antagonism and in good¬ 
will rather than in hatred 1 We cannot teU, we can only pray rever¬ 
ently and earnestly to God Almighty that this may be so. In the 
meantime with a full knowledge of the danger with which society is 
faced and with a full sense of my responsibility as head of the admini¬ 
stration in Bengal, I make this appeal to the members of this 
Council and through them to all who desire to see Bengal marching 
in orderly progress to that goal which is already in sight, to range 
themselves whole-heartedly on the side of liberty for the individual and 
law and order for all and to join iiands cordially with Government in 
fighting lawlessness and sedition. The time has come when men have 
got to come down on one side of the fence or the other. Those who 
are not on the side of law and order are on the side of revolution; 
and revolution means anarchy. The Government of Bengal will not 
hesitate to make use of all the powers which it possesses to quell dis¬ 
order and to secure to the people liberty to proceed peacefully about 
their lawful avocations. And if it finds that powers over and above 
those which it possesses are necessary to enable it to achieve this pur¬ 
pose, it will not hesitate to ask for them. With the whole-heuted 
and active support of the law-abiding public peace and progreis can he 
restored. And it is to you, the freely elected and duly accredited 
representatives of the people, that I look to take the lead in organising 
the public to stem the tide of tyranny which it is sought to impose 
upon them and to save their motherland from the possibility of disaster. 
I know that such an appeal cannot he in vain. 

His Excellency the Governor then left the Chamber preceded by tbe 
Hon’ble the President. 

The Deputy-President then took tbe Chair. 




Oaths. 

The following members made an oath of their allegiance to the 
Grown:— 

Hn. H. L. Stefhenson. 

Majok-Genebal' W. H. B. Bobiksok. 

Mb. H. P. Duval. 

Mr. S, W, Goodb^ 

Mb. G. Addams-Willums. 

Libutenant-Coia)nel C. D. M. Hinoley, 

Cartiflcates undar Saotion 72 D (2) of tha Covornmont of India Act. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 

Mr. Kerr): In accordance with the provisions of standing order No. 71, 
1 beg to lay on the table a statement showing the action taken by His 
Excellency the Governor since the last meeting of this Council in 
regard to certain grants which were refused by this Council. The first 
is a small sum of Bs. 4,300 which His Excellency has certified as being 
necessary in connection with the closing up of the operations relating 
to the partition of the Mymensingh district. The second relates to an 
expenditure of Bs. 1,03,905 which is required for the payment of charges 
for works done and liabilities incurred in respect of the residence 
for the Chief Justice, the work on which was stopped on the refusal 
of the Legislative Council to vote a grant for the purpose. 

Pabtitiom of Myrensinoh District. 

Under proTiso (b) to section 73D(£) of tbe Gorerument of India Act, I hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Bs. 4,300 (Biqieos 
four thousand and three hundred only) which is necessary for the payment due 
for the months of May, June, July, August, September, and OctoW, 1921, of 
the salaries and allowances of the officers and establishment employed on the 
works of the partition of Mymensingh District and to the contingent expenditure 
connected with the Public Works Department officers controlling these works. 

RONALDSHAT, 
Governor of Bengal. 

The Slst September, 1921 

Rbbidrnck for thk Chibp Justxob. 

Under proviso (b) to section 72D(2) of tbe Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Bs. 1,08,905 which is neces* 
eary for the payment of charges for work done and liabilities incurred in respect 
of tbe residence of the Chief Justice of the' High Court of Judicature at Fort 
William in Bengal, the work having been stopped on the refusal of the Legis* 
lative Council to vote a grant for the purpose. 


BOKALDSHAT, 


Appointment of Panel of Chairmen. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath R^): In accord¬ 
ance with the proTisionfl of Buie 3 of the Bengal Xegislative Conncil 
Buies, 1920, the President has nominated the following members of 
Council to form a panel of four Chairmen, namely:— 

Sir Asutosh Chaudhun, 

Mr. B. M. Wataon-Smyth, 

Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, and 
Maulvi A. K. Pnsl-ul Haq. 


Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present, in 
the above order, will preside over the deliberations of this Council in 
the absence of the President and the Deputy-President. 


The Royal Visit. 

Letter of acknowledgment from the Secretary^ Judicial and 
Public Department^ India Ofice, Whitehall. 

I am also to read out the following letter received by the Secretary 
to the Council from the Secretary, Judicial and Public Department, 
India Office, Whitehall, London, dated the 18th November, 1921:— 



With reference to the Despatch No. 1-L., dated the 5th September 
last from His Excellency the Governor in Council, I am directed to 
inform you that the resolution passed by the Bengal Legislative Coun¬ 
cil on the 29ih August last, expressing gratitude for the expected 
visit of His Boyal Highness the Prince of Wales to India next cold 
weather, has been laid before His Majesty the King. 


I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 


V. Dawsoh, 




StiiYMl QuMtions 

(to which oral answera wara given). 

Uniformi to peons of Honorary Magistrataa. 

*1. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department -of Finance be pleased 
to state the names of dutricts in this Presidency where the peons or 
orderlies of Honorary Magistrates are provided with uniforms at Gov¬ 
ernment cost? 

(h) Is it a fact that in some districts they are not supplied at the 
public eitpenseP 

• (c) Will the Hon’ble the llember l)e pleased to state the reasons 
for the differential treatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (g) Darjeeling, Fabna, 24-Parganas. 
Hadia, Khulna, Hooghly, Burdwan, Midnapore, Bankura, Faridpur, 
Bakarganj and Koakhali. 

(6) Tes. 

(c) Honorary Magistrates are not Actually mentioned in clause (17) 
of paragraph 112 of the Bengal Treasury Manual, which is the rule 
governing the supply of liveries to peons and this rule has been differently 
interpreted in various districts. In some districts, no special peons 
are attached to the court of Honorary Magistrates, but the work is dono 
by peons of the Magistrate’s office on Bench days. 


PhihMophy course in the Chittagong College. 

*11, Rci UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state— 

(t) whether affiliation in Philosophy for the B.A. pass standard 
in the Chittagong College has been sanctioned frenn the 
current session; 

(tt) how many students passed the I.A. Examination in Logic from 
the Chittagong College last year; 

(tn) how many students applied for taking up the Philosophy course 
in the Chittagong College this year and with what result; 

(tv) whether a professor has been appointed to teach Philosophy in 
the said college;'and 



MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (thi 
HoiPMa Mr. P. C. Mittar): (t) It has been so sanctioned. 

(«»} Thirty-three. 

(Hi) Twenty-three. Of these 16 students decided to take another 
subject and were admitted. 

(iv) No professor has been appointed as no budget provision exists 
for the appointment. 

(v) It is intended to include provision in the budget for next year, 
and, if it is passed, to appoint a professor with effect from the beginning 
of the next College year. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state on what minimum monthly initial pay a Professor in 
Philosophy for the Chittagong College may be appointed? 

The Hon^bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 do not like to make any state¬ 
ment at this stage. 

Roads maintained by district boards in the 
Rajshahi Division. 

Mil. Babu JOCESH CHANDRA 8ARKAR; (a) WUl the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state the annual cost of 
maintenance per mile of kuteka roads by the different district hoards in 
the Eajshahi Division? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the mileage 
of roads maintained by the district boat^s of Bengal within urban areas, 
and also whether these roads are excluded from the municipal areas, 
but cleaned and lighted by the municipalities ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the feasibility of directing the 
district boards to contribute the actual cost of maintenance of such 
roads to the respective municipalities? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble tbe Minister aware that at present thm« is a con¬ 
flict of jurisdiction P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps are 
taken by Government to ensure the keeping of sufficient waterways in 
the construction of roads by the district and local boards and also by 
the railway administrations? 

MINISTER in OhM^a of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (tho Hon’bto Sir Surondra Nath Banorjoa)! (a) A 



(c) GoTemment da not propose to interfere in tlie manner suggested 
in tlift question. 

(d) The Chairman of the 24-Pargana8 reports that sometimes differ¬ 
ences arise about proprietary rights over roadside lands, the fruit of 
tress, etc. The Chairman of the Pabna district board reports that 
there is a conflict of jurisdiction in respect of a length of 5 miles 2~ 
fxirlongs 119 yards lying within municipal limits which is maintained 
by the district botird. No otl.er distiict board reports any conflict o£ 
jurisdiction. 

(s) So far as the district and local hoard roads are concerned, this is 
a matter for the local bodies. Government propose to address dis¬ 
trict boards on the subject. In regard to navigable waterways which 
are to be crossed by a line of railway, sufficiency of waterway is secured 
by the observance of the niles promulgated with Government of India 
(Railway Board's) letter No. 66 P-16, dated 3rd Pebruary, 1919, of which 
a copy is laid on the table.' In other cases the alignments of proposed 
railways are carefully examined by the local officers with reference 
to the sufficiency or otherwise of waterways, and the Local Govern¬ 
ment's opinion is ccmmunicuted to the Railway Board for consideration 
before the project is sanctioned. 

The i‘ailwa 3 'B have been addressed on the subject by the Local Self- 
Government Department in a circular No. 2664-2579 P.H., dated the 
10th August, 1921, of which a copy is laid on the table. 


Statemknt 1 

Showing the annual cost of maintenance per mile of kutcha roads in the 
several district hoards of the liajshahi Division^ referred to in the 
reply to clause (a) of starred question fVo. III. 


Hftim of dMclot 
board. 



Aoaoal cost uT matatcnanee 
por mllo of litfeAa road. 

Btj^ahi 

• •a 

• •• 

... District road, Us. 60.” 
Village rood, lU. 22. 

Dinajpar 

• •• 

a •• 

... Ba. 36 (average).t 

Jalpaignri 

••• 

• aa 

... Ha. 81. 

Bangpar 

• •a 

• aa 

... Ra. 31 (ayerageX 

Bogra 

aa« 

aat 

.*• Diatriot road, Ra. 81. 
Village road, Ba. 17. 

Pabna 


• ae 

... Be. 28 (sTerege). 

Malda 

• «a 

aa« 

... Diatrici road, Ra. 79. 
Village road, Ks. 29. 



Statbmsnt II 


Showing tho mileage of roads maintained by district hoards within 
urban areas referred to in the reply to clause (6) of starred question 
No. III. 


Kmmtft dlAriet 
boM4. 


of n*di nuia* Mila»ga of roods moln- 
tolaod to dIMrkit tolM bf district 
boords irulilQ orboa boards vitblo urban 


araas whlnli an 
sxoladod from mual- 
olpalUmiU. 


la nrbaa boards vitblo urban 


anas which an not 
axolndad fron mnal* 
olpal UiBits. 


WbotbsT or Botolasnedby 
mnninlpnaiiy. 



BurdwnD 


Diibhura 


Bankura 


Midnapore 


liooglily 


24-PargaoaB 


Nadia 


Jesaore 


Kbnlna 

as 

Hymenaingh 

faridpor 


1 mile 


4*75 miles 
27 „ 


3*6 milea Cleaoed and lighted bj- 

muDioipalities except for 
3 furlongs. 

About G miles Cleaned and lighted by 
municipality. 

7*37 miles Cleaned and lighted oy 
mnnicipality. 

13*52 „ {'25 miles lighted by the 

Midnapore municipality. 

8*37 miles cleaned and light¬ 
ed by tiio Tamluh munici¬ 
pality. 

I *6 miles lighted and partly 
cleaned by the Qhatd 
municipality. 

6*1 miles partly lighted and 
cleaned by Khirpai and 
Ghandrakona municipalities. 

Nil Lighted by mumcipslity at 

the cost of the district 
board. 

65*5 milea Cleaned and lighted by 

municipality. 

About 1*58 milea Half a mile is lighted but 

not cleaned by mnnioi- 
psllty. 


3*6 iiiiiof 


6*75 miles 


Cloaned and lighted by muni- 
mpality. 

Ditto. 

DHto. 

Ditto. 







KueB^^aMtte 

baud. 

UVmat at rosS suds' 
Ulaad ^ AMdot 
- .besrdsvabis srbsa 
sraM vbkb SIS 
«aeM«d fiem nost- 
oipidUiBita 

lUMssotnsdsaniS' 
Uliwd br SMrleS 
boards vtthiB sibsa 
ersM wbtiA srs soS 
esdndsd from snat- 
Hfnttfc 

Wb<ebtr sriwt ^MUMd br 

miBlnpAUtjs 

•» 

I 


r 

S 

« 

Bakarganj 


20 miles 

Nil 

Portions of these roads lying 
within towns proper are 
cleaned and lighted by 
municipalities. 

Chittagong 

••• 

Nil 

1*26 miles 

Gleaned and lighted by 
mitoicipAlity. 

Tippora 

eee 

Nil ^ 

‘ 8*68 „ 

Ditto. 

Noakhali 

eee 

Nil 

4*66 miles 

IXtto. 

Bajshalii 

eea 

7'125 miles 

Nil 

Ditto. 

Dinajpnr 

eee 

5*28 „ 

Nil 

Ditto. 

Jalpaiguri 

eea 

7‘67 miles 

Nil 

Cleaned and lighted by 
municipality. 

Rangpur 

eee 

161 „ 

Nil 

Ditto. 

Bogra 

••• 

1*5 „ 

Nil 

Ditto. 

Pabna 

eee 

2-78 „ 

5*32 miles 

Cleaned by municipality. 
Lighted partly by munici¬ 
pality and partly by the 
district board 

Mslda 

eee 

Nil 

4-6 „ 

Ditto. 

Total 

eee 

1)3105 miles 

131-33 milej 



NOTB.—No mdi wlthio nrtan krm ora malatolned bj tho district boards of Howrah. Daooa and Kunhldabad. 


Letter referred to in the reply to clame (e) of starred question No, III. 


Ko. 66 P.>16, dated Binila, the 3rd February, IDIO. 


From — ^W. B. Hobn, Bsq.j Ajuustaat Secretary to the OorernmeHt of India, 
Railway l>epartmenb.j(Bailway Board), 

To—The Secretary to ^i^Govemment of Bengal, Public Worka (Railway) 
Department. ^ 


With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter Ko. 63201., dated 
the 7tii'37th November, 1917, r^;arding the principles to be obeerred in fntnre in 
determining the headways and waterways to be provided under raHway bridges 
over navigable channels in Assam and Bengal, I am directed to say tlmt the Govern- 
matt of India accept generally the recommendations of the c o nfer e nce, which was h^ 






ftfkar oonn^ring remarks offered thereon bj the Goreminent of Bemi^l 
and the Assam administration, the Goreminent 6( India are of opinion th^ the rules 
contained in the enclosure td this ^letter will reasonably sa^igaait^ tlw interests 
of the steamer.companies and of railways. ^' 

2. l am accosdingly to request that, if .His Hx^Uenoy the Governor in Council 
sees no objection, ^ prineipleB embodied ip. these rules may be obserred in 
future in fixing the headways and spans fof railway bridges orer the waterways 
of Bengal. 


9iilM emboffying the prinoipiss to be oboorvod In determining the headwaye and 
mterways under railway bridges ever navigable ohannels In Assam and Bengal, 

In the case of rivers on which steamer services are already established, full prort 
sion should be made for these services by the railway. Beasonable provision should 
also be made at railway cost for any development of river traffic that can be shown 
to be definitely in sight when the construction of a railway is taken in hand. 

^ 2. In the case of rivers which are navigable but which have not hitherto been 
served by steamers, the railways should not be called upon to pro^’ide greater head* 
ways or wider spans than are neces^iy for the passing of flood water and country 
boats of the largest sise amoi^ those which habitually use the stream unless the 
steamer companies can show that there is a genuine prospect of river services being 
opened within a reasonable period and that such services are required in the public 
interest. What is a genuine prospect and what is a reasonable period are questions 
of facts to be decided in each case as it arises. 

5. As regards rivers which are unsuitable for steamer traffic, railways should 
not be required to i»ovide any facilities for steamer services, since possible improve* 
ments in the future must be purely hypothetical. Whether a river is suitable or*' 
unsuitable for navigation abould Im decMed by the Local Qoveminont after hearing 
the steamer companies and the railway concerned. 

4. In all cases, other than those mentioned in dauses 1 and 2, steamer compa* 
nies should provide the whole or such portion, as the Government of India may in 
each case determine, of the additional cost of any increase of span or headway which 
they desire should he provided and which is not necessary for the purposes of the 
railway. 

6. Headways should generally be calculated above the normal high flood level, 
taking, if possible, an average of not less than ten years* recorded high flood levels, 

0. In fixing headways it must he remembered that if railways are required 
to make bridges high enough to pass all established steamer traffic, steamCT oom* 
paiues, on their part, should reasonably be expected to adopt a suitable type of 
steatner with dipping funnels, kept as low above water level as possible, so as not 
to raise the cost of bridges unnecessarily. It is considered that the standard types of 
steamer, requiring headways as detailed below, will be suitable for all kinds 'Of 
river traffic— 

14 feet. : 

** 

M 
tt 

„ (with the previoaB approval of the LocU Government). 

^ With the steamers dassifled thns. it will merelv he nucessm* m 


20 

28 

85 

40 

over AXi 



7. If th* of providing tho nqnirod liAtdwaj ihooUl proro osootiivo, Ufkiiig 
or owing ^[ridgM nuj bo oabitttntod for ibcod tpaao. In thot onto pmvioion mutt 
bo ando m ngrr^ng tfio novoblo opon o* roooonoUo interroli oo m not io obotreel 
tbo itoomor trmfie mmecoosorily. 

8 Provioiofi ihoold bo mode for country boot trolBc in the com of oQ rivorOi 
on which ooontry boots jdy or it is poss^Ue for them to ply. 

9. £t rogord to the waterway to bo provided, in any given cose, provisioa 
•hoaid bo mode fat spans of widtii sufficient to poM steamers with two flats 
alongside in the case of large rivers and steamers with one flat alongside in ^e 
case of smalbir rivers. 

10. Disputes or differences of opinion in particular oases should be settled 
in respect of each case by the Local Government after reference, if required, to 
a local committee representative of all interests and presided over by the Com* 
missioner of the Division or valley concerned. 


Circular referred to tn the reply to clause («) of starred question No» III* 
cfitjolar Nos. 8664-2579 F.H., dated Calcutta, the 10th August, 1981. ^ 

FroDH^L. S. B. O’MauiIT, Esq., o.i.s., i.o.s., Beoretary to fho Govemmant 
of Bengal, Local SeU-Govemment Department, 

To—(1) The A|^t, East Indian Railway; \2) The Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Railway j (8) The Agent, Bengal-Nogpnr BaHway; (4) The Agent, 
Assam-Bengal Railway; (6) The MnnAjnn£r Agent, Ahmadpur»Katwa 
Railway Company; (C) The Managing Agent, Baraset-Basirhat Light 
ll^ilway; (7) The Managing Agimt, Burdwan*£atwa Railway; (8) The 
* Managing Agent, Howrah-Amta Light Railway; (9) The Managing 

Agent, Howrah-Sheakbala I^iglit Railway; (10) The Managing Agent, 
Jessore-Jhenidah Railway; (11) The Managing Agent, Ealighat-Falta 
Railway; (12) The Manager and Engueer, Bengol Dnsrs BAilway; 
(18) The Manager and Engineer, Bengal Provincial JUUway; (14) The 
General Manager, Darjecling-Himalayao Railway; (15) The General 
Manager, Darjeehng-Himalayan Extensions; (16) Chairman, GUontta 
Port Comroisaioners. 

I am directed to invite yonr attention to the following recommendations made 
TsB Hna*sLa.&ia suass- by Lieuteoant-Cblonel W. W. Clemesha, o.M., x.ir.s., late 

Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India:— 

"Within the last decade, ibe science of ^demiology and preventive medicine 
have made enormous strides. Much of the work that has been done is naturally 
not known to railway and irrigation authorities and otbei large employers of labour, 
but tile time has now come when oo-ordination between these and tiie Sanitary 
Department is pre eminently desirable. 1 consider that the best way of attaining 
this object win be as follows t— 

(1) As soon as the Railway Board have decided to construct any portion of 
a line and have decided on the route to be followed, informaiioti ehmll 
be given by the Railway Administration to the Local Government con* 
eemed who wiU arrange to convene a committee consisting of— 

(f) Sanitary Commissioner the Province; 

(«0 Cffiief Medical Officer of the Railway Company; 

(iti) Ohiaf Enginaer of the Baihray who it to carry out tba construm 



(«) Oraaniunoer of ih^Divisioo thioni^ vfaidi the iwOwt^ trsTw or 
OoUoctor of the dittoiot aad tfao OiTfl SvgMui m may bo thoogbi 
denraUejoiid ^ 

(vt) The Moloria Beiearch Offioer of the Piorinoe. 

(2) This CSonuaiitee will meet, make a etod; of the roatee along wUoh the tine 
is to be oonstnicted and will carefully investigate the following point*: 
(thi^ will record their opinion and will report to the Railway Board, and, 
if necessary, to the Local Government)— '' 

(a) The general health condifcuma of the country whudi the 

line tokvcls particularly as regards malaria. 

(b) The Medical staff that will be required in ordor to supenriso ^ 
medical and preventive arrangements for the oonstmotion of the 
line. 

(e) To locate the places where hospital accommodation tbaSl be provided. 

(d) As far as is practicable to suggest to the Railway Company where 
labour camps should be arranged and what localities to avoid. 

(s) To advise the Railway Company as to the best souroes < 1 ^ waters 
supply for the labour forces. 

(/) The CSiief Engineer, Irrigation Department, in conloltation with 
the Railway Engineers, will deal with the subject of the interfer* 
ence with natural drainage that might he caused by the railway 
embankments. 

(g) The Committee will also, with the help of the Malaria Research 
Offioer, study -Qie subject of the influence of borrow-pits on malaria 
of the district and will make sucli suggestions as circumstances 
demand. 

(ii) Some members of the Committee, preferahbf Malaria Research 
Officer and the Sanitary Commissioner, will periodically inspect 
the line to see that the health conditions of the labour force are 
satisfactory and to make any recommendations tliat cdrcumstances 
demand. 

(i) Tb advise what villages in the neighbourhood are likely to be centres 
of spread of disease and to provide for the regular inspection and 
improvement of these. 

(8) In case of any difficulty the Sanitary Commissioner of the Government 
of India may be called upon to meet the Oommittee and to decide any 
point.” ’ 

* 

Colonel Clem^a added:—< 

” The main point of these stiggestions is to obtain all possiUe asaistance from 
Ix>cal Governments in helping the Railway oonstruetion engineers with the soundest 
advice on the health conditions they will have to meet daring titeir oonstmotion 
operations.” 

2. With reference to these recommendations the Goremment of Isdia 
remarked: — 

” The suggestion for the appointment of a oommittee when raflway and other 
large public works are taken ia hand has the approval of the OovemmeBi of 
The constitution of the Committee has been oritioised by several BnBway Admin- 
istratiimB as being too elaborate. Ibis, however, is a matter of detail, and the 
Government of India would leave it to the Local G ove minent a , lAtn ihtj rooefvo 
'mtimatkm that railway operations or other large-poMie works are immiaeot, to 
settle in each case, in oonsultation with the utisertties oonesnsd. the ooaetsintion 


Al ngudi pvacnplk S (A of Oolonfl C8oiMih»*s noto tbo doronuMit of Indl* 
(oautfkod:*-* 

it if gonenUy o^oed tint the weter^logging in oertein oms dw to the 
intemipfeinu of <he netural flow of water V emheiikmeutS} ceaelt, rto., 

•re mwfieieartiiy prorSled with weterwayi taiA that enoh wate^loggiIlg both 
the health of and, in certain large tracts of country, the prodnctirity 

of the soil are prejodidalty affected. Every endeavour slKruld be made to see 
that nainnd drainage is not impeded, and that where it is already impeded sn^ 
iaqiediiiiente dKmld be renmved. This is one of the points whith the Sanitary 
Oommissioner has indicated as requiring attention when a new line is undsv 
oonsideration, but equally when the question is one of the removal of existing 
impediments to drainage, the best results will be secured by oonsultetko and 
disonssion between the varmus interests concerned.” 

3. 1 am to invite your special attention to these remarks and to request that 
information may be sent to this department when any new works are undertaken. 


Malaria in Manikganji 

* 

*1V. Or, A. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'Ue the Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self* 
Government been drawn to the deplorable condition of Manikganj due 
to the sconrge of malaria ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister state what steps, if any, 
have been taken to mitigate the sufferings of the people caused by 
malaria? 

Tha Hon'bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERilEA: (a) Govern- 
ment are aware that the Manikganj subdivision is ibfected with malaria 
and that there was an epidemic this year. 

(6) Medical relief is provided by the District Boi^ maintaining 
six dispensaries and aiding one. The Board also maintains a subsidised 
doctor in the Gheor union within the subdivision, and employs a sani¬ 
tation party consisting of 20 coolies and a supervisor for disinfecting 
tanks and wells and clearing jungles. Ko systematic anti-malarial 
operations have yet been undertaken by the Board. In connection with 
the epidemic of this year Government made a grant of Bs. 1,076 for 
the free supply of quinine and 'medicines, in addition to the usual 
atinnftl grant made to the District Board for the free supply of quinine 
and it deputed three Sub-Assistant Surgeons to work for 8 months in 
the affected area. It may be added that the Minister while he was in 
Dacca in August last, instructed the Assistant Director of Public 
Health stationed there to make a special inquiry and report upon the 
ptevalence of malarial fever in the Manikganj subdivision. 


MuhMHMMtan meiiilwrfl in IomI bodfea. 

«V. MMvi HAMID-UD-DIN^ KHANs Will the Hon’ble the 



pleaaed to say what is the pioportioo ol nominated Mmssftlwan -awm* 
bers in the present union boards, local boards, district boards and 
other selKgoveming bodies in the Rajshahi diyisionf 

Tha Hon'bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: A statement 
is laid on the table. 

Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: Will the Hon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to state ii the percentage of Muhammadans on this Local Selt- 
Ooveming Body is adequate ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is an expres- 
sion of opinion which I am asked to make and I do not think that we 
are called upon to give an expression of opinion in this Council. 

StaUmint referred to in the reply to starred question No, T, showing 
tfte proportion of nominated Mussalman members in union boards, 
local boards, district hoards and other self-governing bodies in t?te 
districts in the Jiajs/iahi Ditnsion. 


LomI boAiei. 

Totel tMtmbwof 
noodoated 
memben. 

KninlMr el ae. 
mlnaM Uotuun* 
meden nembew. 

PvraeDlige ^ 
DOmlBetod ICa. 
hammadaiM to 
total noBbor 
aonlDOted. 

Rajshahi — 





Dintrict Roard 

• •• 

U 

3 

27*2 

Sadar Local Hoard ... 

• •a 

5 

4 

80 

Nator •, 

• 09 

4 

I 

25 

Naugoau ,, 

9 94 

4 

3 

76 

Rampar Boalia Muoicipality 

494 

7 

3 

42-8 

Nator t, 

090 

6 

2 

33-8 

Pnthia Union Coiniuittee 

990 

3 

1 

333 

Taherpur „ 

949 

3 

1 

* 83*3 

Arani „ 

090 

3 

1 

33'S 

Oodagari „ 

990 

3 

1 

33*3 

Dinajfdb— 




V 

Diatriot Board ... 

• at 


i 

32-3 

Sadar Local Board ... 

tes 



30 










Lonl bsAlifc 

Tom Bombtrof 
Bomlaatod 
Bwmbon. 

KaailMrof iw 
■aaat>a Mahan. 
Biadao Bwnlion. 

ParoMtaM of 
BonluaMl Ma* 
hamandanato 
total BumlMr 
aoBilaatod. 

Dinajpub^ 





Thakurgoan Local Board ... 

... 

6 

8 

4U 

Balnrgbat „ 

aee 

6(c) 

2 

40 

DInajpur Municipality ... 

eee 

7 

3 

42*f' 

Jalpaioubi— 

- 




Local Board at Altpur Duar^ 

a* » 

6 

**• 

**• 

Diatrict Board 

• aa 

H 

2 

14-8 

Jalpaigorl Municipality ... 

••• 

6 

3 

60 

Rangpdr— 


« 



Union Coinmitteei ... 

«aa 

219 

100 

46'G 

Local Boards 

• ae 

30 

17 

56-6 

District Board 


5 

3 

60 

Rangpiir Municipality 

•oa 

6 

3 

50 

Fabna— 





Diatrict Board 

• .a 

7 

3 

43*8 

Sadar Local Board 

. •# 

4 ' 

3 

76 

Sferajganj ... 

• aa 

4 

1 

26 

Bm Union Committees 

aas 

3 

**• 


ChsiiBobar „ ... 

PSO 

3 

1 

33-3 » 

UUapara „ 

! 

... j 

8 

1 

33 3 . 

^ahsadpur „ ... 

aa* 

3 

1 

33-3 

Pabna Monied paHty 

• •• 

6 

5 

83-3 


Sera^B] 


IV 




6 










IfOei bodtM. 


Total irnmiwT of 
oemlaatiid 
aonbort. 

Kooibsr of Div 

■•■atod Babaai* 
naftaa ■NBboia. 

Pr-oaotaet «r 
BoMiMtM Ifa* 
b^Madaaa le 

tota: nuBbv 
soaiaatad. 

BOOEA— 





DiHtrict Board 

see 

15 

7 

46*6 

Uaioii CommittoeB ... 

•ss 

42 

2 

4'8 

i 

Bogra Municipality ... 

tea 

16 

1 

6G 

Sherpiir „ 

# * ■ 

4 


ess 

MaU)A~ 





District Board ... 

• •• 

16 

7 

46-6 

Bnglish Bosar Municipality 

• se 

6 

2 

33*6 

Old Malda . 

sas 

4 

1 

25 

Nawabganj „ 

• se 

4 

2 

50 

Kaligram Union Comioittee 

ess 

3 

2 

66'G 

% 

Dab/bilimo— 





Darjeeling Municipality 

see 

9 

1 

111 

Kurseong „ 

• ss 

10(d) 

1 

10 


(4) six ond«r Motioo IS of thi Beiintl Uanlelptil Aet. 


Mr. Detevingne, Distriot Judge ef Diooe. 

*VI, Bebu FANINDRALAL DE; (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the 
period during which Mr. Delevingne has been the District Judge of 
Dacca? 

(b) What is the number of Civil appeals of all kinds disposed of by 
him during this period ? 

{c) la it a fact that during the said period very few appeals pre¬ 
ferred against decisions of Subordinate Judges have been disposed ef 
by him ? 

id) Will the Hoii*ble the Member be pleased to state the number 
appeals preferred against decisions of Subordinate Judges and Munsifs 
that are now pending before the District Judge of Daceaf 









(/) At wliat hour of t2ie day has it heen the usual practioe with the 
Judge to take his seat in the Court-room since his arriyal at Dacca f 

(tf)^ow many ministerial officers, pleadei'-commissioners and 
plei^mv* clerks have been suspended by Mr. Delevingue since he be¬ 
came the District Judge of Dacca, and how many such cases occurred 
during the time of his three immediate predecessors P 

MEMBER in oharge nf JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon>ble 
Sir Abd-iir-Rabim): (a) Mr. Delevingne has been District Judge of 
Dacca from the 8th I^cember, 1920. 

(6) 131 Civil appeals have been disposed of by Mr. Delevingne. 

(c) 29 such appeals have been disposed of. 

(d) The number respectively is 213 and 807. 

(e) This is not infrequently-ihe case owing to a large number of mis¬ 
cellaneous cases beard in chamber and heavy office work, and, recently, 
to work caused by the boycott of the Fourth Subordinate Judge’s court 
by pleaders of the local bar. 

(/) Tbis cannot be answered. The time has varied from day to 
day. Recently he has been taking his seat a few minutes after 11 
o’clock. 

(g) (t) During the time of Mr. Delevingne.—Clerks, 4; pleader- 
commissioners, none, but in a few cases, on account of bad work or of 
over-obarges for work done, the District Judge has refused to give them 
any more work at present; pleaders’ clerks, many pleaders’ clerks 
have failed for two years or more, to apply fbr renewal of their cards 
and have, contrary td the High Court rules, continued to exercise the 
privileges of recognised clerks withoiit doing so. For this it has been 
ordered in the case of 14 clerks, that their cards shall not he renewed 
for another year, and, in the case of six, that they shall not be renewed 
for the remainder of the current year. 

(tt) Daring the time of three immediale predecessors of 
Mr. Delevingne.—Clerks, nil; pleader-commissioners, three; pleaders* 
derks, nil. 


Sub-registrars. 

*VII. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMEDS WiU the Hon'ble 
the Minister in oharge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether any scheme for the improvement of the service of sub- 
legistrars has been prepared by the Government and whether the Gov- 
•mmenl intend to pnblish it b<‘foie CliristmasP 

Tht HOfl’Ma Mr* P. C« MITTERS A scheme has been prepared and 





Exptnditura in ndminiitering the prepoied Bengal Children law* 

*VIII. Mr. 8. M. BOSE I Will the Hon’ble the Member izi*olmrjre 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the approzimate capital 
and recurring expenditure that will be incurred in administering the 
provisions of the Bengal Children Bill, if passed into lawf 

The Hon^Ue Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM:'Govemment are not in a posi¬ 
tion to supply the information as the Bill is still onder consideration. . 


Preliminary budget estimate for 1S22-S3. 

'•IX, Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs (a) WiU the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to 
state whether the work of preparing the Budget (in its preliminary 
stage) for the next year has been taken in hand by the Finance 
Department? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state, as far as is 
possible now, what estimate Government are making as to the receipt 
side of the budget, for the purpose of the preliminary budget proposals? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR: (a) Yes. 

(6) The receipt estimates have not yet been framed, and it is not 
possible to make any statement on the subject at present. 


RapresenUtion of Indian commercial interests on the 
Bengal Legislative Counoil, - 

*X. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
on wbai basis tbe Southborougb Committee fixed the representation of 
Indian commercial interests on the Bengal Legislative Council? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the following mercantile bodies were consulted about the 
representation— 

(t) the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 

(ti) the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, 

(m*) the Bengal Mahajan Sabha, and 

(tv) the Indian Merchants’ Association, Chittagong? 

(c) Is it a fact that the original proposal was to allot tiiree seaU 
amongst the said Association and was it subsequently raised to fouF 

(d) Is it a fact that tbe three first named Associations are eeta^ 
liihed in Calcutta and the last one at Chittagong? 



was the recommendatioB of the Gorernment of Bengal 
about allocation of the three seats as originally proposed? 

(р) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 

case of the Indian Merchants' Association, Chittagong, was considered 
when the number was raised to four ? , 

(A) Was any opportunity given to the above mercantile bodies or any 
one of them to express their views when the number was increased from 
three to four? 

(t) Was the case of the merchants of Eastern Bengal, and, especially 
of the port of Chittagong, considered when the number was finally 
fixed? 

( 7 ) If not, will the Hon'hle the Member be pleased to state what 
action, if any, is intended to be taken in the matter? 

MEMBER in efwrge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Homy WheMer)! (a) The Southborough Committee made 
its recommendations after considering the views of the local Govern¬ 
ment and the representations of the Associations consulted. 

< 6 ) Tes. 

(с) Yes. 

(d) Tes. 

(a) and (/) The member is referred to pages 173 to 181 of the report 
of the Sonthborough Committee. 

(g) and (t) The fourth seat was allocated under the instructions of 
the Secretary of S^^te who was conversant with the views already 
expi^ssed by the Associations consulted. 

(h) No. 

(;) Government do not propose to take any action in the maltei. 

ROfNiig wid handoufflng under-trial prisoners. 

*XI. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that within the last four months in some instances under- 
trial prisoners charged with political offences were roped and hand¬ 
cuffed while' they were led openly by the police ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether such a course is sanctioned by the existing 
Kgnlationi? 

MEMBER fn ohirgo of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
H«iry W h sa l sr): (a) and ( 6 ) No such instances in the case of under- 
tidallirisoners have come to the notice of Government. In the answer 


orders regarding tlie handcuffing of under-trial prUonen required to be 
Bupplemented in any way. The rules hare since been rerised so as to 
direct that degree only of restraint to be used which may be necessitated 
by the circumstances of each case. A copy of the revised rules is 
placed on the library table. 

Rooruitment to Indian Edueational Sarvioe. 

*XII, Mr. BUOY PROBAD SINGH ROY: WiU the Hon^ble the 
hlinister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of recruiting 
officers of the Indian Educational Service by direct nomination in India f 

Thq Han’Me Mr. P. G. MiTTER: In accordance with views promul¬ 
gated by the Government of India in March, 1920, it is intended that, 
in future, 50 per cent, of the annual vacancies in this service will be 
filled by Indians and a selection committee has been appointed to advise 
the Local Government in this regard. A further resolution about this 
committee will shortly be published. 

With a few special exceptions the vacancies that have occurred in 
the service since 1914 have been filled by the promotion of Indian 
Officers of the Provincial Educational Service. 


P^ and proepeoto of registration ofltoers. 

*XIII. Mauiai A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: Will th^ Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement regarding the pay and prospects of the officers of the 
Ilegisiration Department under the revised scheme? 

ThO Hon*ble Mr. P. C> MITTER: The matter is still under the con¬ 
sideration of Government, and the required statement cannot therefore 
be furnished. 


Legislative Council Chamber. 

*XIV. MauNi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Buildings) be 
pleased to state what steps are being taken for the speedy consiruotion 
of the proposed new Council Chamber f 

’(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking up the 
matter at a very early date (if no steps have been ta^n) and of low¬ 
ing the estimated cost in the next annual budget? 

MINISTER in otHH^O Of DEPARTMENT Of FUBLIG WORKS 




Before the constraction can be started estimatee mnst be prepared, 
and for this purpose detailed drawings will be required. 

The next stage after the preparation of estimates is the provision 
of funds. 

(b) The question does not arise in view of what has been stated 
in answer to part (a). 

Gouit-he ratot in the High Court and the Subonlinete Court!. 

*XV. Mtuivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether there are any* distinctions as regards the rates and the maxi¬ 
mum amount of court-fees payable in respect of suits for money and 
title filed in the Original Side 'of the High Court and suits of the same 
nature filed in the mufassal courts of the Province f 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmatiTe, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what those distinctions are? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be plea^d to state whether there 
Bie any distinctions as regards the rates and the maximum amount of 
ccmrt-fees payable in respect of appeals filed in the Appellate Side of 
the High Court from suits for money and title decided in the Original 
Side of the High Court and appeals filed in the same Appellate Side 
from suits of the same nature decided in the mufassal courts? 

(<f) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state wliat those distinctions are? 

(e) Is it a fact that in certain cases of a first appeal, the litigants 
who have to originate their suits in mufassal courts have to pay 
Rs. 6,000 in court-fees; whereas the litigants who are entitled to and 
originate their suits in the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court 
have to pay only Rs. 20 in court-fees though in both instances the suits 
are exactly of the same nature ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the mufassal litigants in cases where a second 
appeal is allowed, have to pay the same amount of ad’^alotem court- 
fees three times over ? 

(ff) Are the Government contemplating taking any steps in order to 
place the litigants of the two classes on a footing of equality in this 
matter? 

Th! H0ll*bto Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (c) Tes; this is so. 

* (5), (d), («) and (/) The member is referred to the Court-fees Act 
of 1870 and the schedules of court-fees attached thereto, and to the 
tides ir^ed by the Full Court and sanctioned hy the Governor-General 


' (^) question «f increasing the existing rates of court-fees is 
under the consideration of the Government. 

Tax on imported liqiior. 

*XVI. Mr, 8. M. BOSEl (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Minister in 
oliarge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state separately the quantity of liquor imported into Bengal by sea and 
by rail dimng the year ending Slat March, 1921? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the foreign liquor imported by sea into Bengal pay a duty 
lower than that imposed on liquor in England?- 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of levying a 
small excise duty on the foreign liquor for the purposes of revenue? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hoifble the Namrab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur)! (a) The total import, by sea, of liquors into Bengal 
was as follows during the year 1920-21:— 

Ale, Beer and Porter end other fermented liquors, 740,015 bulb 
gallons; Brandy, Whishy, Gin and Bum and other sorts of Spirits and 
Liqueurs, 619,501 bulk gallons; and Wines, 117,154 bulk gallons. 
There are no figures to show imx>orts of liquor into Bengal by rail 
(5) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) Government are already considering the question. 

Supplementary answer to clause (c) of starred question No, XXI 
by the Hon^hle the Maha&ajadhibaja Bahadub of Buhowan 
-* regarding the transfer of the Cinchona Department in Bengal^ with 
its plantations and factory^ to the control of the Government of 
IndiOf ashed by Ms. B. M. Bose at the meeting of the Council, held 
on the 29th August, 1921. 

The Government of India in reply to a reference have intimated 
that they have abandoned the fu'oposal to take the Bengal Cinchona 
Department under imperial control. 


Uffistaired Quactioiic 

(MiMrars to wMob ware Mid oo tho tNUo). 

Quartan for oirola ollloan In mufaaaal villagaa. 

1, NawabiEada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Babadur: (a) wm tte 


Difltriot Adaunistaration Gonunittee's repcart, circle offiowe will coon be 
asked to liye in the mniassal TiUagesP 

(6) H so, is it in tbe contemplation of the Government to jurovide 
them with qiiarters befitting their position, prestige and dignity P 

(c) Is the Hon*ble the Minister aware that houses are not available 
for hire in mufassal villages, and that in many places, where the Hindu 
population predominates, it is impossible for a non>Hindu officer to 
get a house P 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH' BANERJEA: (a) and (6) 

It is the intention of Government that circle officers should reside in 
their circles and that, where these contain a subdivisional quarters, 
the circle officer should not reside there if there is a suitable place for 
his residence elsewhere in the circle. It is also tbe intention of Gov¬ 
ernment eventually to provide quarters for circle officers but this is not 
possible at present and they have consequently been given house allow¬ 
ances. It has been ascertained that all but eleven at present reside 
at district and subdivisional headquarters, and now that the Member 
has drawn attention to the matter, orders will issue that they should 
endeavour to secure without delay residences elsewhere in their* 
circles. 

(c) Government have no definite information. 

Muhammadan circle offlcere. 

2. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Departnxent of Local Self-Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state whether the percentage of the Muhammadan 
and non-Muhammadan population of a subdivision is taken into consi¬ 
deration in appointing circle officers P 

(b) Will tbe Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the numbers of Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan 
circle officers, subdivision by subdivision in each district, appointed 
since the introduction of the panchayati and union board systems, and 
also the Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan population thereof P 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing circle officers in proportion 
to tile percentage of the Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan popu¬ 
lation P 

The Hon’blc Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAi (a) The 

answer is in the negative. 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. The member is referred to 
pages 414-45 of the Census Tables of 1911 (Fart II of the Bengal 
Census Heport), for the Muhammadan.and non-Muhammadan popula- 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (6) of unstarred question 
No» 2, showing the number of’^Circle Offers appointed since the 
introduction of the Panchayati and Vnion Board systems. 
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Filtration in waterworks. 


S. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Baliadurt (a) It the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 8elf-OoT> 
ernment aware that in several water-works in Bengal the filtration of 
water is not properly and efficiently carried out P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of , taking 
any steps in the matter P 

(c) Is it a.ffiot that in the case of some of the water-works recently 
started^ the price of the filter used is paid to the Filter Companies with¬ 
out any examination of the filtered water in the Government Labora¬ 
tory P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry in the matter and of laying the results of such inqui^ on the 
tabl^ P 

(e) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, has 
expressed the opinion that the usual methods of starting waterworks 
are unsuited to Bengal as they are too costly P 

(/) Is it a fact that he has suggested to the Government the desira. 
bility of inquiring into the feasibility of introducing cheaper methods 
of water filtration? It so, what steps are the Government taking in 
the matter P 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what amount 
of money Government have spent during the past 5 years on rural water- 
supply in the province? 

(A) Is it the practice to examine bacteriologically in the Govern¬ 
ment Laboratory the Septic Tank effluents? 

(t) If so, what are the results of such examination during the year 
1930P 

(j) In how many cases arc the effluents sterilised? > 

(It) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
the record of such examinations undertaken during the year 1920 as 
well as in connection with the inquiry into river pollution? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) aiid^(6) 
Filtration is on the whole effectively carried out in the larger water¬ 
works but is sometimes defective in the smaller water-works. This is 
specially the case where the type of slow sand filter, known as the 
Faridpur filter, is in use. This filter suffers from a radical defect of 
design for, as there is no storage above the filter, the rate of flow cannot 
be kept constant, and when the discharge on to the filters from the 
pump is stopped the water in the 'fomer runs away unril the bed is 
exposed. This system is opposed to the correct principles of slow sand 
filtration, and in fact the analyses made throughout a period of many 


The results oi filtration in the smaller water-works are not xnzre- 
quently satisfactory owing* to the superintendents and znistris in 
charge being inexperienced and not yery idielUgent. The pay given at 
these works is not sufficient to attract well qualified men; and the remedy 
fur thfs lies in the hands of the local bodies themselves. When the 
8 Ui»eriiitendenls are better paid the works will be bettor managed. In the 
meantime^ however, an improvement can bo effected by more fi'equent 
in6i)ectious by practical experts in water-works management and filtra¬ 
tion. . The Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, has accordingly 
submitted proposals for an increase in his water-works insiMscting staff, 
which are under consideruiion. It should be added that inefficient fil¬ 
tration is also sofiietimes caused by bad management in the c>ase of 
larger works, and it will be within the memory of the member that a 
few years ago the water-works_at Hoogbly-C^ilnsuia were on the verge 
of a breakdown nwung to this cause. 

(c) No. Filters arc never paid for till the filtered water has been 
examined in the Bengal Public Health Laboratory. 

((f) No. 

(e) No such statement has been traced; but it has been ascertained ' 
.that, in a note which he laid before the Sanitary Board, Dr. Bentley 
I'omarked:—“ The question of capital expenditure on municipal water¬ 
works is very important, in view of the fact that the chief obstacle to 
l)ro\ndmg pure wutet-supplies is the high initial expeuditure usually 
roiiuired. ** He also observed in this note:—“ There is at present 
Tirgent need for extending the supply of pure water to municipal and 
other areas in Bengal. Bui finanrdal difficulties aiv the chief obstacle. ** 
(/) In the note above referred to Dr. Bentley advocated tho installa¬ 
tion of filters of the Faridpur type in combination wiih tanks. He added: 

Where tanks are cither not available or are not suited to the needs of 
the people, it might be possible to make use of shallow wells, in com¬ 
bination with Faridpur filters, and in other places deep tube wells, 
wkj^h have been recently found to afford in many cases an ample supply 
of good quality water at a relatively low cost may bo found to afford a 
solution of the difficulty. ** 

It is understood that this note was laid lief ore the Sanitary Board 
and that the Board did not accept Dr. Bentley’s views about the value 
of Faridpur filters. Proposals for the piii'chase of a boring plant and 
the employment of staff for sinking tube wells have been submitted to 
Government by the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, and are 
now under consideration. 

(g) The provision of water-supply in rural areas is a matter for the 
local bodies and Government do not spend any mon^y directly on this 
object, but they have given grants to the District Boards, and have 
nlort handed over to them the receipts of the public works cess for the 
improvement, among other things, of the sources of water-supply in 
rural arMS. 



\h) JSo. The efiBuents are only examined chemically. 

(i) This does not arise. 

(;*) The latest reports of the Iilbpectors of septic tank installations 
show that the effluents of four septic tanks are properly sterilised. 

(k) Government regret that they are unable to lay copies of the 
reports of the di^erent analyses on the table as an undue amount of 
labour and expense would be involved in copying and printing them. 


Quinine treatment for malarial fever. 

4, Rai LALIt MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadlfr! (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Hinister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernmept be pleased to state whether he is aware that opinions have 
from time to time been expressed that quinine has had no permanent 
curative effect in cases of malarial fever, and that it allays only tempo* 
rarily at the cost of the health of the patients P 

(6) Have the Government any recorded statistics showing the 
results of quinine treatment in malarial fever P 

(c) Have the Government experts expressed any ojunion on the 
mosquito theory of malaria? If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be 
ploaseil to lay the same on the table? 

((/) Has uuy other theory lieen advanced to account for this disease? 
If so, have the Government experts recorded an opinion on it? If so, 
what? 

(e) Will the llou’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the last three years the income from, and the 
expenditure on, the cul 1 i^atlon and distribution of quinine? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Tes. 

(&) The results of quinine treatment in malarial fever have been 
given in many publications and it would involve undue labour to com¬ 
pile statisticB from them. 

(c) Tbe member is referred to the brief summary of known facts 
regarding malaria issued by tbe Public Health Department of which a 
copy is laid on the table. 

(d) The member is referred to the last two sentences of the first 
imragraph of the summary. 

(e) The figures are as follows 

NatnfMitM. 

Rsi 

13,46,544 6 


ToMexptodttare. 

Hfc. A, 

11,78,236 6 


X«lMrplM> 
its. A. 

1,6B,.306 t 


1918.19 


Brief twtvmary of known foustt regarding malaria referred to in the roplg 
to clause (c) of unstarred question iVo. d. 


HittviOtl ■ummary. —^HaUrial disease was well-known to the ancienta. It is 
referred to by early Greek and Roman writers, and a descrip^n of it is to be found 
in one of the oldest Hindu Tantras. It was known even in those early days as 
a fever which often began with shivering and passed off with swMting, whidi 
tended to recur at fixed intervals and which was often accompanied or followed 
by splenio enlargement, ancemia and dropsy. And the earliest observers remarked 
the frequency with which it occurred in the neighbourhood of marshes and the fact 
that its prevalence diminished with the extension of cultivation. Uuntil com¬ 
paratively modern times no remedy for mularial disease was known and the extra¬ 
ordinary number of famous people recorded in history as dying from it is a striking 
commentary upon the powerlessncHR of physicians to treat it, prior to tiie discovery 
of cinchona bark about the year 1640. This drug, which enabled physicians for 
the first time to treat malaria with'-success, also helped them to dii^ose it and 
after its introduction fevers came to be divided into two classes—^malarial, those 
which yielded to cinchona, and non-xnalarial, those which did not. I>uring the 
18th and 19th centuries although there was much speculation about malaria and 
some research into its origin, and numerous observations relating to the epidemiology 
of the disease were recorded by medionl men in ull parts of the world, its exact 
etiology remained obscure until the discovery of the malarial organism by Laveran 
in 1880 and the working out of the mosquito cycle of the parasite by Ross in 
1897-98. As a result of these discoveries, tho old speculative theories which had been 
invented to account for malaria, and which ascribed the disease to maismata from 
swamps, bad water, or peculiar emanations from the soil, have now been entirely 
abandoned. 

The nature of malariai—We now know beyond a shadow of doubt that malarial 
disease results from the preseuce in the blood of a minute unicellular animal 
fiarasite much too small to be seen by the naked eye, and that this parasite is 
spread from infected to healthy persons by the agency of certain species of mosqui¬ 
toes. There are three distinct species of the malarial organism which are associated 
with quartan, tertian and malignant tertian fever, respectively. After 

having been introduced into the blood of man by the bite of an infected anopheles 
mosquito, these little organisms feed upon and destroy the red corifusclos and 
having attained maturity produce a new generation by fission, each parasite split¬ 
ting up into a number of small spores which, in their turn attack red blood cor- 
pusdes, enter them, grow to maturity and then divide up into spores. This cycle 
of developnihnt, which takes from 48 to 72 hours according to the species of parasite, 
goes on more or leas continuously in thq blood stream of an infected person. At 
first when the number of parasites is small no inconvenience is felt from their 
presence'; but when their number has greatly increased the patient is made aware 
of it by the train of symptoms which constitute an attack of malarial fever. In 
typical intermittent fever an attack is ushered in by a sensation of chill or sudden 
shivering; the temperature rises rapidly, remains high for a time, and then declines, 
the decline being accompanied with sweating. Thereafter the patient ronains free 
of an symptoms for a short period, which varies from a few hoars to as muoh as two 
days in the case of quartan malaria, at the expiry of which the symptoms reoar, onfy 
to pass off and recur again and again with almost dock-work regolarity anti! 
checked by treatment or subdued by the natural rallying powers of the body. 
By the blood during all sts^s in an attack of fever it has been found 

that the <mset of the symptoms corresponds with the splitting up of mature para- 
stes (of whidi there most prohab^ be many millioaa Resent in the body) into 



.by the Bodden setting free within them of mlUionB upon mflliooB of jouog pftr»> 
■ites causes them to shrink* or contract, the sensation of chiU or the 'shirerihg 
being the result of this, ^t^iile the young parasites are attacking and entering 
red blood corpuscles the ferer continues, but it subsides with profuse sweating 
ond the patient experiences much relief when the young parasites, each having 
settled down in the interior of a captured blood cell, are occupied with feeding 
on their prey and preparing for tho processes of reproduction. Although the 
parasites of malaria give rise to disease, we must disabuse our minda of 'Uie idea 
that they do so by intent. The malarial organism is an animal actuated by the 
same instincts which impel all living things to seek for f<KMl and to reproduce 
their species. And malarial disease ia really an accident in the course of a para* 
sitio invasion, the consequences of which may be as serious to the parasite as to 
its host; for a fatal attack of malarial fever leads to the destruction of the parasitM 
which cause it, as well as to the death of the patient; and if all acute attacks of 
malaria were to prove fatal, the malarial organism would soon become extinct. 
But for every case dying from a primary attack of fever there are thousands who 
suffer from a long sequence of relapse, and though a large proportion eventually 
recovers even without treatment, if conditions are favourable, many fall victims 
to some intercurrent disease. And in times of special hardship and privation the 
recoveries diminish and the mortality increases. 

TpIsrifiM or immunity. —In many cases of malarial infection a relative tolerance 
of the malarial parasite is established, and when this occurs comparative immunity 
from disease ensues. An almost complete tolerance of malaria is to be met with 
among the indigenous races in some parts of Africa, New Guinea, India and other 
countries. In the areas where this occurs nearly KX) per cent, of the young child¬ 
ren usually harbour malarial parasites, but in spite of this fact the majority 
show no symptoms beyond enlargement of the spleen and rarely suffer from malarial 
disease unless exposM to privation. The splenic enlargement also usually dim¬ 
inishes as they grow older and adults are generally free of it. But although the 
indigenous inhabitants of these localities suR’er very little, these places are always 
exceedingly dangerous for fnow-comers, who invariably contract infection very 
quickly, and suffer severely. Tolerance of malaria is not so easi^ established 
in places where the chance of infection is not excessive and in moderately mala¬ 
rious r^ions the inhabitants, both children and adults, often suffer from fever 
and its sequellee. It is most important to remember that communities may remain 
relatively free of malarial disease under almost opposite conditions; on the one 
hand because of the rarity of infection, and on the other hand by reason of infection 
being so common that almost every one becomes tolerant of it, 

Tlio moohanitin of infootion.-— In addition to the asexual forma of the malarial 
parasite which are directly associated with an attack of fever, other forms exist whose 
presence in the blood gives rise to no symptoms. These forms do not appear during 
a primary infection until after the cessation of the initial attack of fever. Bnt 
when once they have appeared in the blood they usually persist for a considerable 
time. Their exact significance was not at first understood. But Boss after pro* 
longed research showed that they were sexual forms of the parasite, now known 
as gametocytes; that when taken into the stomach of certain species of anopheles 
mosquitoes they pass through a complete cycle of development, the fem ale 
gametocyte being fertilised 1^ the male, encysting itself in the tissues of the 
mosquito and after some days producing myriads of minute siiores, many of which 
eventually find their way into the poison g^ndg of the insect, which then becomes 
able to inoculate malaria into anyone whom it may bite. It is by this infection of 
mnophelM mosquitoes that the malarial parasite perpetuates its species. For 
although it con exist for atony months or even veors in the VUtoA of mm-: i*. u 


The presence of gametoc^s in the blood of an infected person is evidMoe also of 
the parasites having suffered a partial, reverse, whidi has forced them to assume 
the defensive and prepare a line of retreat so that the species may escape destmo- 
tion. As long as they are in the blood of man gametocytes are quiescent, and 
owing to this they do not attract the same attention from the pbago^tes as the 
more active forms of the parasite do, and in consequence are not so often attacked 
and destroyed. They are thus enabled to remain for long periods in the circulation 
awaiting a chance of escape. And this chance occurs when a female anophelfs ipos« 
quito of a suitable species sucks the blood of the infected person. And because the 
mosquito has wings and is impelled at intervals to seek water in whiesh to lay eggs, 
it follows that by the time the malarial parasite has completed its development in 
her body and sporoaoits are present in her poison glands (a process which occupies 

at least 10 days) she is almost certain to have left the house in which she contracted 
infection. And as there is a good chance of her being brought into contact with 
a number of different people after she has become infected the gradual dissemi* 
nation of malaria is assured wherever there are infected persons among the popu¬ 
lation and susceptible species of anoplieles mosquitoes in the vicinity 

Malaria Pravantion. — Bonification .—“ Setting aside the great advance that 
•has accrued ta- our knowledge sinew the disewvery of the connexion between 
mosquitoes and malaria, yet even prior to this there were few infectious diseases 
so thoroughly under control in regard to their avoidance as malaria. It was the 
cultural activity of the race Uiat converted severely infetded, death-dealing malarial 
foci into salubrious, thickly jnhabitated territories, and it was the devastations 
of barbaric hordes that changed these fertile fields to their original condition. 
The general prophylaxis of malaria could, up to tlie discovery of the mosquito- 
malarial cycle, be stated in one word ‘ cultivation,* and this in a sense is still true. 
All these old and well-tried methods hud this common aim, the regulfftiun of tlie 
ground moisture so as to promote fertility. These regulations were to be accom¬ 
panied by cultivation without which the end was rarely attained .... The 
ground could not be left as a pasture but had to be systematically planted with 
grain, sugarcane, eucalyptus, etc. The special properties of the soil and the climatic 
conditions of the locality decided the choice of the plant. These hygienic regulations 
occasionally produced extraordinary results .... Ibe cultivatiou of the ground 
from this, the old standpoint might bo designated as a second important factor 
in prophylaxis. It was well known that when cultivation is neglected even healthy 
regions pay the penalty of Infection. The extensive trlearing of forests especially has 
drawn in its wake serious results for the neighbourhood. In swamps where drain¬ 
age was impossible a regular level was aimed at, especially during the summer 
months, by the regulation of the incoming and outgoing water, and by the building 
of dams, since it was not the surface covered with water, hut that which was 
alternately under water and exposed to evaporation whi<^ was (supposed to bo) 
dangerous. Exceptionally during severe epidemic radical measures were under¬ 
taken, as for instance, the copious flooding of malarial foci. This was first put into 
practice hy Empedocles, later hy Tiansisi.” 

This brief summary extracted from the pages of Professor Mannaberg’s well- 
known treatise on malaria gives in broad outline the principles which governed 
malaria—^prevention in the days before the discovery of malaria parasite and the 
mosquito-cycle of infection. This system of combining measnres for the reduction , 
of malaria with those for the improvement of agriculture has become known in Italy, 
where it has been. ezteneively employed, as Bonifioarione,’* but numerous and 
extensive opm«tions embodyiz^ the same principles have been brought to a sncoessful 
oondusion in every part of the globe. And although agricultural profit has been the 
immediate end in view more oftwi than sanitary improvement, the reduction of mala- 


lironght about b7 ** bonifloation/’ althongb it baa not beoi euatomary to qiaok 
of the work under that name. And in India the restoration of Tanjore and the 
Godarori delta areas, threatened at one time with min and depopulation, are 
equally deseiring of notice as examples of sucoessful bonification. 

Meoqufta rMtaotion. —^Tbe smecess pf bonification as an anti-malarial measure 
depends very largely upon the action of two factors—(a) increase of the htunan 
population, and (b) reduction of anopheles mosquitoes. But where conditions are 
Buitabto, as in most towns, and in other situations specially favourable to tiie success 
of such work, malaria may be attacked with good reeults by measures specially 
designed only for reducing the number of mosquitoes and aim^ solely at bringing 
this about. Sir Ronald Ross was the originator of this method of attaddng malaria, 
and he has never ceased to urge its adoption. It has been employed with striking 
success against malaria at Ismailia and with excellent results against yellow fever 
at Panama, Havana, Rio^e-Janeiro and other places. It is beyond question the 
best anti-malarial measure for towns; and it will sooner or later be adopted as 
part of the sanitary routine of all infected urban areas, 

QuiniVM. —^The proper treatment of cases of malaria with quinine, which is 
the most efiloient of the alkaloids extracted from the cinchona bark, 
the spread of infection among a population very greatly. Adequale quinine treat¬ 
ment may be considered therefore an effective method of malaria prevention. It 
has been found as the result of long experience also that people can protect them¬ 
selves from actual attacks of malarial fever with considerable suooesa by taldag 
small doses of this drug when they are obliged to risk exposure to infection in 
places where malaria is prevalent. 

Proteetlon from moaquItOM. —Before Boss's disoovery that mosquitoes carried 
malaria, experience had shown that the use of mosquito nets often diminished the 
chances of contracting malaria. And protection from mosquitoes either by the use of 
nets, wiregauze screens or specially designed mosquito-proof houses is now recognised 
as one of the most efficient means of preventing malaria. But, as in the case of quin¬ 
ine, the success of this measure depends very greatly upon the intelligence of those 
who use it, and it is not very successful among illiterate or poorly-educated classes 
unless they are subject to some sort of control. 


Administration of civil Justice in the Alipur Duars. 

6. M Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member iu charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on the 
table the reports made since 1900 by the District Judges concerned to 
the Hon*ble High Court on the administration of civil justice in the 
Alipur Duars in the district of Jalpaiguri, and also the memorial sub¬ 
mitted by the people of tho Alipur Duars subdivision to Hie Excellent^ 
the Governor of Bengal for placing the administration of civil justice 
in the hands of a regular munsif f 

Tho Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMl Relevant extracts from the 
reports for the years 1906 to 1920 are only available and these, together 


EMracU from the Reportt to the High Court, Appellate Side, on the 
aiminittraUon of CivU Justice in the District of Dinajpur during the 
years 1906‘20 referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. $, 

1906^.—^In the Oonrt of the Mtmsif at Al4>ur Duara 05 suits were instituted 
and 148 disposed of during the last seven months of the year, nnd 33 snits remained 
pendii^E at the close of the year. Of the suits instituted 75 a'ere suits for money 
or moveables, 8 were suits under the Kent Law and 12 were title and other suits. 

1907.08.—In the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 235 suits were instituted 
in the past as against 95 in the seven months of the year previous. Of the suits 
instituted 184 were suits for money or moveables, 30 were suits under the Rent 
Law, and 21 were title and other suits in the past as against 75, 8 and 12, respect¬ 
ively, in the seven months of the previous year. Two hundred and eighteen suits 
were disposed of in the last year as against 149 in the seven months of the previous 
year and 63 suits remained pending jtt the close of the last as against 33 at the close 
of the previous year. 

1908- 09.—^In the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 200 suits were instituted 
in the last as against 235 in the previou.s year. Of these, 144 were suits for money 
or moveables, 22 were suits xmder the Rent Law and 34 were title and other suits 
in the past as against 184, SO and 21, respectively, in the previous year. Two 
hundred and one suits were disposed of in the last as against 218 in the previous 
year and 64 suits remained pending at the close of the last as against 63 at the 
close of the previous year. 

1909- 10.—^In the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 201 suits were instituted in 
the last as against 200 in the previous year. Of these, 131 wero suits for money or 
moveables, 16 were suits under the Rent Law and 64 were title and other suits 
in the past as against 144, 22 and 34, re8i>ertively, in the previous year. Two 
hundred suite were disposed of in the last as against 201 in the previous year; and 
72 suits remained pending at the close of the last as against 64 at the close of 
the previous year. 

1910-11.—.Li the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 42 Oeuits were instituted 
in the last as against 201 in tho previous year. Of these 190 were suits for money 
or moveables, 43 were suits under the Rent Law and 43 were title and other suits 
in the past as against 131, 16 and 54, respectively, in the previous year. Two 
hundred and thirty-six suits were disposed of in the last as against 200 in the 
previous year; and 116 suits remained pending at the close of the last as against 72 
at the close of tho year preceding. 

1911'12.—In the Court of the Munsif of the Alipur Duars 426 suits were instituted 
in the last as against 276 in the previous year. Of these 282 were suits for money 
or moveables, 97 were suits under the Rent Law and 47 were tide and other suite 
in the past as against 190, 43 and 43, respectively, in die previous year. Two 
hundred and sixty suits were disposed of in the last as against 236 in the previous 
year; and 288 suits remained pending at the close of die last as against 116 at the 
blose of the year preceding. 

1912‘18.->Iii the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 453 suits were instituted 
ip the last as against 496 in the previous year. Of these, 269 were suits f<w mon^ 
or, moveables, 183 were suits under the Rent Law and 61 were title and other snits 
in the past ias against 982, 97 and 47, respectively, in the previcms year. Five 
hundred and seventy-seven suits were' disposed of in the last as against 260 in the 


1913-14.—^In the Court of the Munsif of Alipor Doftrs 440 suits were instituted 
in the Inst as sgsinst 453 in the previous year. Of these, 269 were suits for money 
or moveables, 104 were suits under the Bent Law and 67 were title and other suite 
in the post as against 268, 183 and 61, respectively, in the previous year. Five 
hundred and forty'seven suits were disposed of in the last os against 677 in the 

previous year; and 9d suite remained pending at the close ef Uie last as against 
185 at the close of the previous year. 


1914- 15.—^In the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duara 431 suite were instituted 
in the last as against 440 in the previous year. Of these, 296 were suits for money 
or moveables, 81 were suits under the Bent I^aw and 54 were title and other suits 
in the past as against 269, 104 and 07, respectively, in the previous year. Four 
hundred and fifty-three suits were disposed of in the last as against 647 in the 
previous year; and 110 suits remained pending at the close of the last as against 
96 at the close of the previous year. 

1915- 16.—^In the Oourt of the Munsif of Alipur Buars 446 suits were instituted 
in the last as against 431 in the previous year. Of these, 294 were suits for money 
or moveables, 106 were suits under tlie Rent Law and 46 were title and other suits 
in the past as against 296, 81 and 64, respectively, in the previous year. Four 
hundred and forty-two suite were disxMJsed of in the past as against 453 in the 
previous year; and 148 suits remained pending at the close of the last as against 
110 at the close of the previous year. 

1916- 17.—^In the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 644 suite were instituted 
in the post as against 446 in the previous year. Three hundred and sixty-three 
of these suits were for money or moveables, 231 under the Rent Tisw and 60 were 
title and other suits in tlie last as against 294, 106 and 46, respectively, in the 
prectnling year. Seven hundred and thirty-six were disi)used of in the last as against 
442 in the previous year, while 77 remained pending at the close of tho last as against 
148 at the close of the previous year. 

1917- 18.—In the Munsif’s Court at Alipur Duars 514 suits were instituted in 
the past as against 614 in the previous year. Three hundred and ten of these 
were suits fur money or moveables, 126 suits under the Rent Law and 78 were 
title and other suite in the past as against 303, 231 and 50, respectively, in the 
previous year. Five hundred and thirty-seven suits were disposed of in the past 
as against 760 in the previous year, while 89 suite remained pending at the dose 
of the past as against 77 at the cliwe of the previous year. 

1918- 19.—In the Munsif’s Court at Alipur Duars 499 suite were instituted in 

the past as against 514 in the previous year. Two hundred and sixty-two of these 
were suite for money or moveables, 178 suits under the Rent Law and 59 were 
title and other suite in the past as against 310, 126 and 78, respectively, in tiie' 
previous year. Five hundred and fifty-eight suits were disposed of in tlie past as 
against 537 in the previous year, while 70 suite remained pending at the close of 
the past as against 89 at the close of the previous year. ^ 

1019^20.—In the Mnnsif’s Court at Alipur Duars 629 suite were mstituied in 
the past as i^ainst 499 in the previous year. Four hundred and thirty-two of 
these were suite for money or moveables, 143 were suits under the Boot Law 
54 were title and other suite in the past as gainst 262, 178 and 69, respectively, 
in tile previous year. Six hundred and fmty suxts were disposed of in the nast a* 


the Munsif’s Court at Alipnr Duars 540 suitt were institoted in 
the pait ae againet 630 in the previous year. Three hundred and eighteen of these 
were suite for money or moToables, 167 were suits under the Rent Law sad 66' 
WMe title and other suits in the past as against 4^, 143 and 54, respeotively, 
in the previous year. Five hundred and two suits were disposed of in the past 
aa -against 640 in tl|p previous year, while 181 suits remained pending at the dose 
of the past as against 114 at the dose of the previous year. 


Memorial referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 5. 


His Excellbnot the Right Hon’blb 

liAWRBHOE John Lumlkt Dvkdab, Earl of ItoMALUSHAT, o.c.i.x., 

Governor of Bengal. 


The humble memorial of the^ undersigned 
inhabitants of the Alipur Duars subdivision, 
within the district of Jolpaiguri,' 


Most BBSPBOTruLiiT bucwbth : — 

That the vast population of the whole of India ore now enjoying many privi* 
leges and various sorts of advantages under t^e benign RriUHlt rule and the ^forms 
recently inaugurated. 

That your humble memorialists are labouring under a great disadvantage regard¬ 
ing the administration of civil justice. 

-That since the annexation of the Wesitn’ii Dunrs by the British Ruj, the sub- 
divisional magistrate of Alipur Duars alone for a long time and in recent years the 
subdivislonal magistrate and a sub-deputy magistrate have been trying civil suits 
(including title suits, small cause court suits, etc.), which are done throughout 
Bengal by raunslfs. 

That at the time of annexation from Bhutan, tliis part of the country Was 
almost covered with jungles and infested with wild animals, but since then, under 
the British administration, the condition has improved in every way. The population 
has increased considerably idmost all lands have been setihtd with tenants and 
brought unde^ cultivation, the value of lands lias necessarily increased to a great 
extent, the sanitary condition has also improved, the establishment of a high 
Eni^isfa school at the headquarters and primary schools in all localities in the 
mufassal have enlightened the people considerably; the hill tribes have migrated 
to other places, and people from Rangpur and Jalpaiguri Sadar have been settled 
here; the openings of railways and roads throughout the subdivision have afforded 
the people opportunities for easy communication and facilities for conducting 
all sorts of business and traffic; when in all directions this subdivision is maWwg 
improvements, there is no reason why civil administration of justice should lag 
behind. 

That owing to oonstant ebsu^a of the sub-deputy magistrate who is the second 
offioer here, a considerable number of civil suits remain in abqrance until the 
new offioer is vested with the poww to try civil suits by the Honourable High 
OoDii. 


Abdol Batter, snb^deputy matfiatratea, were anooeaairdj peated hare aa aecoitd 
offloera, and on erery change two or three montha elapac4 when the new inonntbent 
* was Mupowered by the Honourable High Oonrt to try oiril anita. 

That the practice of civil auita being tried by magiatratea baa been a ftdlnre 
for the following reaaona:— 

(a) That the aubdiviaional magistrate being toumig officer and being already 
overworked with criminal and revenue matters hardly finds time to attend 
regularly to civil matters. 

(h) That the second officer is also the treasury officer and he has to do lota 
of criminal cases. For these reasons civil cases are unneceaarily adjourn¬ 
ed and the parties harassed to their great inoonvenience and loss. 

(e) That a perusnl of the appellate judgments of the Alipur Duars subdivision 
for the last three years will speak for itself Low civil work is administered 
here. 

That Mr. K. N. Boy, late District Judge of Bangpur, inspected the Alipur Duars 
subdivision in 1903, and Mr. I. A. Eaechiel, District Judge of Bangpur, inspected 
in 1905; from the remarks of both these gentlemen it would appear that civil 
administratidn at Alipur Duars was administered in the most irr^ular way. The 
condition of tiie subdivision has considerably improved, since the inspections above 
referred to, in every way except administration of civil justice. That a perusal 

of the whole of the inspection reports above referred to and a consideration of the 
present circumstances will convince your Excellency that there is urgent necessity 
of posting a regular munsif here. 

That the Government income from the sale of oourt-fees used in dvil cases 
alone in the year 1920 exceeded Bs. 10,000. The number of civil suits (money, 
title, etc.) instituted in the year 1920 is 569, non-judicial misoellaneouB 51, and 
execution 226, total 846. Though, on the face of the record, the number seems 
small in comparison with the number of suits instituted in the other snbdivisiens 
of Bengal, the number is small not because for want of causos of action and not 
because the people of this division do not come to court for redress of real and true 
caiiBe.>i but for want of facilities and for want of speedy and l^al disposal of suits. 
Had an opportunity been given to them, your humble memorialists believe the 
number would have been at least four times that now in the record, inaamuch as all 

aggrieved people would come to court for redress which now they reluctantly 
abandon for want of facilities. 

That the same law prevails throughout the Western Duars which consists 
of twelve paiganas, five of which, vis., North Mainagnri, South Mainaguri, 
Ghengmari, Ambari-Falakata, and ‘Magrahat are within the jnrisdietion of 
Jalpoiguri Sadar and are thereby enjoying salutary privil^es of r^pilar munsifi 
administration while the other parts (of the same Western Daars), ris., paxganas 
Lukzipur, East Madari, West Modari, Chukubeti, Bnza, Bhatibari Yolka, thou|^ 
similarly circumstanced, are deprived of the above privileges, only ^oause they 
fall within the jurisdiction of this subdivision. That therefOTe your humble memo¬ 
rialists may l^itimately claim the advantagM of a munsifi along with the sister 
parganas. 

That your Excellency’s bumble memorialists most reapec^ully rater a strong 
protest against the system of civil suits being tried by magistrates, and pray that 
the same should cease at once, and a regular munsif be posted at aa eariy 
date. That your Excellency will be graciously pleased to allow your humble memo¬ 
rialists to enjoy a privilege which is being enjoired throughout Bragal and thus 



Pott and tolegroph offlcai in thanas ml unioni. 


6. Dr, JATINORA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the names of 
the thanas which have got no telegraph office, and the names of the 
unions, in the jnnsdiction of which there is not even a post office? 

Tht Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: A list of the police-stations 
in Bengal is placed on the library table. It shows at which police- 
stations there is a telegraph office. 

A statement is laid on the table showing the total number of unions 
and the number of unions in which there is no post office. It is not 
considered necessary to print the names of the 4,466 unions in whicli 
there is no post office, but the “names will be shown to the member if 
he desires. 


SHUmeni referred to in the reply to unstarred qtiestion No. d, showing 
the total number o/unions and the number of unions in which there 


ts no post office. 
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TOTAL NrxnKn op 
Unionh. 

NuMBIR op URIOKB 
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Unions. 

Uoloii 
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Unloiu. 

Union 
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Presidency Division— 






24-Psrgana8 

a 

289 


- 206 

• at 

Nadia 

eta 

336 

• •• 

211 

• as 

Maraliidabad ... 


187 


119 

• •• 

Jeeaore 


267 

• •a 

126 


Khalna 

• •• 

U2 

79 

87 

26 

Total for the Divtstou 


1,181 

79 

749 

26 

Bubdwan Division^ 






Bordwan 

• •• 

61 

166 

34 

47 

Birbhom ... 

••• 

3 

171 

3 

108 

Baokura ... 

•a# 

239 


158 

••• 

Midoapore **• 

•ee 

145 

227 

104 

172 

Hooghly ... 

•se 


207 

••• 

79 

Howrah ... 

ese 

••• 

82 

• as 

36 






Total mitubih or 

UXIOMB. 

-*_ 

Nn|iB«B4>r UvioM 
IN wmOB THBBB l« 

NO porr orrioa. 

^ — ___ 


(HiRDkldsri 

Dnlmu. 

UolOB 

Borrdt. 

Ob'mklA*ri 

Unioo*. 

U«1m . 
Boards. 

Dacca Divibiom— 





Dacca ... 

198 

130 

IOC' 

31 

Mymeiuitngli 

772 


558 


Faridpur ... 

248 

58 

180 

6 

Bakargatij 

489 


332 

• «« 

Total for tlie Divislnn 

... 1,705 

tS8 

1,176 

37 


CHlTTAaONO DlVtSIOM*^ 

Chittagong 


292 

• « a 

19H 

a a a 

Tippera 


• •• 

253 


133 

Noakhalt ... 


112 

37 

71 

23 

Total for the DivUion 

... 

404 

290 

2t'.9 

15G 


ItAJBIlAHl DlViHloN- 

Rajsliahi 

• a* 

241 


160 

a a a 

Dinajpur 

• aa 

323 

•« a 

267 

aaa 

Jaipaiguri 

aaa 

262 

aaa 

233 

■ • a 

Kuiigpur 

• aa 

359 

aaa 

278 

a«a 

Bogra 

a«» 

132 

aaa 

96 

aaa 

Pabaa 

aaa 

211 

aaa 

122 

• aa 

Malda 

aaa 

185 

« aa 

141 

aaa 

DarjoeliDg 

aao 

24 

aaa 

16 

... 

Total for the Division 

... 1,7.37 

aaa 

1,312 

aaa 



Pbovincial Totals. 




Total Boaber of 
Ualoea. 

NQBber of Uoioat Ic 
wbtoh tbaro ii no 
pottoAoo. 

(a) Chankidari UiiitinB 


... 6;476 

3,806 ‘ 

(5) Dnitin Boanis 

••• 

... 1,409 

661 





Calolitta Medical College: Houre of attendance of Surgeone and 

Phytieianfl. 

7, Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: WiU the Hen’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self<GoTernment be 
pleased to state— 

(t) the hours of attendance at the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital for the Principal, the Ophthalmic Sui'geon, the 
Obstetric Surgeon, and other visiting Surgeons and PhysL 
cians; 

(n) which of those medical officers are allowed * ^private practice’^ 
and which '‘consulting practice” only; and 

(m) what is meant by •^'consulting practice’* and how does it differ 

from ordinary private practice? 

The Hon'bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (t) The hours 
of attendance for all the teaching staff are 8 A;M. to 11 a.m. ; but they also 
attend in cases of emergency whenever asked to do so by the 
resident staff, while the Principal attends the hospital from 7 a.h. and 
again in the afternoon, as well as in the evening if required. 

(n) All are allowed private prkctilce except the Principal who is 
allowed consulting practice only. 

(m) In the case of ordinary juivate practice a doctor attends a 
patient at his request or that of his friends or relatives,'whereas in the 
case of consulting practice a doctor makes professional visits only when 
the physician in attendance on the patient asks him to do so for the 
purpose of consultation. 


Sale of quinine through post ofRoes. 

8. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self>Qovemment aweire 
that* the supply of quiuine through the post offices is inadequate to 
meet the demands of the people? 

(5) Is the Bon’ble the Minister aware that grave abuses are crop¬ 
ping up iu some places in the sale of quinine through the post offices 
inasmuch as many local dealers buy up quinine from some post offices, 
and sell them retail at exorbitant rates? ' 

(c) Is tbe Hon’ble the Minister aware that many petty tradesmen 
adulterate the post offipe quinine and sell them in separate tablets to 
the people in the mufassal ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the advisability of devising 






sealed tubes tbrougb the civil surgrons oi districta or througlt soine 
otlier agency P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No 

complaints about shortage of supplies have been received since the intro¬ 
duction of the present system under which every head office receives 
20 boxes and every branch and sub-post office 10 boxes as a permanent 
advance. Every box contains 10 '^treatments/* t.s., 20 tablets of 6 
grains of quinine in glass cubes. This permanent advanqje is replen¬ 
ished on the postmaster remitting the value of half the consignment 
allotted to him. Provided therefore that there is no delay on the part 
of the postmaster, he should have 5 boxes in hand continuously. 

(b) No such case has been brought to the notice of Government 
since the price of each treatment was raised, from 4 annas to 8 annas, 
in order to prevent practices of the kind referred to in • the question. 
The former price was below the market price and it was necessary 
to prevent profiteering on the part of dealers who were suspected of 
buying up the treatments for sale at a largely enhanced price. Now 
that the member has drawn the attention of Government to the possi¬ 
bility of a recurrence of profiteering of this kind, inquiries will be made 
and Government will consider the question of raising the price again 
if it is found to he necessary in order to prevent profiteering. 

(c) Goyeinment have no information hut will make inquiries. To 
safeguard the public against adulterated quinine being, sold to them as 
Government quinine, each tablet has a broad arrow stamped on it. 

(d) The answer is in the negative. The Civil Surgeons* offices 
were formerly the agency for the distribution of quinine, but this 
system was abolished owing to its unsatisfactory results, e.g., defalca¬ 
tions and thefts of quinine occurred, and there were continual com¬ 
plaints that the post offices did not get supplies regularly and that 
there were deficiencies in the quantities supplied. 


Tolls on Rangrom Gtwt bridgo in Kandi. 

9. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA; In continuation of 
my unstarred question with respect to the levy, by the District Board 
of MurShidahad, of tolls on the bridge of Bangram Ghat, in the Eandi 
subdivision of the Murshidahad district, at the meeting of 4th July 
lasf, will the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department 
liocal Self-Government he pleased to state— 

(u) whether the cost incurred by the District Board, for the 


(6) wliether tlie toll imposed on the bridge oi Rangram is for any 
of the pnrposes contemplated in section 86A, proTiao clauses 
(fl) to (d) of Bengal Act III of 1885; * 

(c) if not, under what circumstances authorised by what law or 

permission of the higher authorities, is the toll charged; 

(d) whether the Hon’ble the Minister is aware of the great incon¬ 

veniences, hardships, and troubles, the people in general 
and the cartmen in particular have to suffer owing to the 
restrictions put on them by the establishment employed on 
the bridge; and 

(e) whether it is in the contemplation of the District Board' to 

provide any permanent facility in the passage over the river 
hy the construction of a regular pucca bridge in the place of 
a temporary b&mboo bridge, and, if so, when is the scheme 
to be given effect toP 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The 

facts as reported by the District Board are as follows:—Up to 1917-18 
the Bangram ferry was a rainy-season ferry. In 1918-19 the District 
Board spent Bs. 10,459 on a pucca cu]useway at the ferry, and in order 
to recoup the outlay decided to declare the ferry to be a whole-year 
ferry and to realise tolls for crossing the temporary' bridge there. Since 
then tolls have been regularly imposed on persons using this bridge. 

(6) No. 

(c) The toll is realised under the Bengal Ferries Act in which the 
definition of a ferry includes a temporary bridge. 

{d) It is reported that no hardship or trouble has been caused and 
that no restrictions are put on traffic by the eNtablishment. In the 
dry season the river is fordable and tolls are realised only from i>ersonB 
who use the bridge and not from those using the foi-d. 

ie) No. 


Child mortality in Eden Hospital, Calcutta. 

M. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI^ (o) 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local S^« 
Government be pleased to state whether it is true that nearly one out of 
every six children bom in the Bengali Labour Ward died in the Eden 
Hospital during the last 3 years? 


(c) What aiTangemeut is there for taking postnatal care of the child¬ 
ren bom ^ in the Eden Hospital P 

The*Hoii*bte Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (&) 

The total ni^ber of births among Bengali wombn in the Eden Hospital 
during 1920 was 708 of which 107 were still births (29 premature). ^ The 
still births were practically all cases of women who had been many 
days in labour in the hands of midwives and others and who came into 
hospital as a last resort. The number of deaths among children bom 
alive in the Eden Hospital was 29 out of 601 or an infantile mortality 
of 1 in 22. Details of these 29 deaths are given below:— 

Living, but partially asphyxiated (not recoverable) ... 9 

Congenital syphilis ... ... 15 

Diarrhoea (from inanition) ^.. ... 5 

The labour cases admitted to the Eden Hospital consist mainly oi poor 
and homeless women, and the infantile mortality is due to the prevalence 
of syphilitic disease and to the poverty and insanitary surroundings of 
their lives. 

(c) There are at present no arrangements for the postnatal care of 
the children born in the hospital. Practically all the mortality experi¬ 
enced is the result of antenatal disease and neglect which postnatal care 
cannot do away with. The Principal, Medical College Hospitals, is 
now working out a comprehensive scheme for the establishment of an 
extern clinic in connection with the Eden Hospital whereby on the 
receipt of notification of a pregnancy, every possible advice and help 
will be given to the mother during the last few months of her term 
of gestation. 


Privilege leave to members of Bengal dudioial Barvioe. 

11. Matilvi FAZLAL KARIM S With reference to my uustavred 
question No. 61, asked at the meeting of the 29th August, 1931, will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state whether a final communication from the Government of India 
has been received on tbe subject referred tp in the aforesaid question? 

A 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM 8 The answer is in the negative. 


Appointment of membere of Bengal Judieial Sarvica to tha drat 0rada 

District Judgaship. 



wfll ihe Hon’Ue Member in charge of the AppoinisMi Bepartmeat 
be pleased to state vbetber the GKivemment contemplate taking any 
steps wbiob would enable a member of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) 
to obtain an appointment in the first grade of District Judges? 

The Hon>ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Promotions to the first grade 
of District Judges are based on merit and seniority, and Qovemment do 
not propose making any exception to this principle in favour of the 
Bengal Civil Service. 


The <«Hoq-Katha.” 

18. BMhi DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware of the publica* 
iion of a periodical entitled “Hoq-Eatha" ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the cost of its publication is borne by the Government? 

a • 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state— 

(«) how much has been sanctioned for the purpose, and under 
what head it is entered in the Budget; 

(it) the name of the gentleman who edits the paper, and the amount 
he receives as his salary or honorarium; 

(«u) the object of such publication; and 

(tv) whether the paper is sent free to any person by post, and if 
so, to whom? 

MEMBER in ohargs of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Cm Hon>blo 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. . 

(c) Does not arise. 


Lmryers suspending praotioe owing to non-ocM>peration. 

* 

14, BMMi JOQENORA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the 
number of lawyers in each district of Bengal and in Calcutta who have 
suspended practice owing to the non-oo-dperation movement? 




SU^tmBni refgrntd to the rojAy to un$tarred queition No* I4t showing 
the number of lawyere tn Bengal who are reported to have euep^nded 
practice* , 


Dtatrtotk. 

Bardwsn 

999 

Fomber of Jawyort 
who bore 
ed pnuAle^ 

... 1 

Birbham 

•ae 

999 

999 

999 

Nsdia 

• ea 

999 

999 

2 

Bankura 

« «a 

999 

999 

1 

Pabna and Bogra 

• ft 

999 

999 

19 

Jeasore 


999 

999 

2 

Khulna 

• «« 

999 

• 99 

7 

Faridpnr 

•ae 

999 

999 

12 

Bajaliabi 

see 

999 

• •9 

999 

Moraliidabad 

see 

9 as 

999 

• •• 

Chittagong 

• •• 

• 99 

• 99 

8 

Hoogbly (includiog Howrah) 

• 99 

999 

■6 

Tippers 


• 99 

• 99 

3 

Dacca 

• a# 

999 

999 

8 

Koakhali 

• •• 

• •• 

* waa 

6 

Midnapore 

a# 

999 

• 99 

6 

Rangpur 

999 

999 

999 

1 

Dinajpur(inohid>ng Darjeeling and Jalpalguri) 

1 

Bakarganj 

999 

• *• 

• 99 

10 

Mymenaingh 

999 

• 99 

999 

16 

24-ParganBB 

999 

999 

999 

1 

Calcutta 

• •9 

• •• 

999 

7 


Altafltd mault on • deputy magistrate by the subcHvisioiial 

olllceri NarayanganJ. 

15. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department aware that during the 
middle of last Jnne^ the European suhdmsional officer of Narayanganj 
assaulted a first class deputy magistrate in open court before subordinate 
clerks, members of the Bar and the parties in connection with the trans¬ 
fer of a criminal case ? 

(h) If so, are the Government taking any steps in the matter? 

(c) If no action is proposed to be taken in the matter will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) No. 

(e) The alleged incident is now several months old. If the officer 


t ol m iK for anfointing probationers in tho JiKMal f orvioa. 


le. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) WiU the Hon’hle the MemW 
In charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state when the schenii^ 
for appointing probationers in the Judicial DepuHment is likely to be 
given effect to? 

( h) What is the reason for the delay in the publication of the scheme ? 

Tho Hpn’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No definite statement can 
bs made as the matter is still under consideration. 

(b) The question of strengthening the cadre of the Bengal Civil 
Service (Judicial) is still under consideration, and until this is settled 
and sanctioned by the Government of India, the scheme for appointing 
probationers can not be drawn up. 


Living wago of ministerial offlcors. 

17. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether the ministerial officers are wbole>time servants of Government, 
and whether they are prohibited from entering into any other profession? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Salaries Committee of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam had two family budgets prepared by two eminent members of the 
society, vis., Nawab Khwaja Muhammad Yousuff, Khan Bahadur, and 
late Bai Kali Prasanna Ghose Bahadur, c.i.s., of Dacca? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
family budgets were accepted by the committee or not? 

(d) Is it a fact that the present values of the two family budgets 
prepared by the Salaries Committee of Eastern Bengal and Assam in 
1908 have been found by a member of the Committee of 1920-21 to Be 
Bs. 68 odd and Bs. 67 odd? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government intend fixing the minimum living wage of a clerk at 
Bs. 68? . 

{/) What is the reason that the minimum living wage of a cderk 
varies from office to office in this province, viz., in the Secretariat, the 
High Court, the Divisional Commissioners’ offices and the District 
offices, etc.? 

Thu Hon’Ua Mr, KERR: (a) Yes. 

(5) Tee. 

<e) Tee. The committee accepted them ae a reas<mable estimate of 


(a) No. 

(/) The minimum wage of the clerks in an oilice is d^rmined by 
the nature, status and situation of the office, all of which Tury. 


TravMiing aHowancet to deputy euperintendents of police. 

18. Nawabiada K. M. AFZALi Khan Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether orders have been passed by Goyemment 
sanctioning first class trayelling allowance for deputy superintendents 
in charge of subdivisions, as in the case of deputy magistrates in charge 
of subdivisions P 

(6) If not, will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
Government are considering the desirability of granting higher rates 
of travelling allowance to the deputy superintendents, and, if so, when 
orders are likely to be passed P 

The Hon'bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) No such orders have 
been passed. 

(b) The question is under consideration, but it is not possible to say 
U(^w what orders are likely to be passed. , 


Survey and Settlamont operations. 

19. Mr, BUOY PR08AD 81NCH ROY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Bevenue) 
be pleased to state whether the Government have decided to reduce the 
number of officers engaged in the Survey and Settlement work, t.e., 
by requiring that the work be carried on by two parties of officers 
instead of four P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleaffed to state what will be the amount of reductiqn in 
expenditure P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to name the districts 
of Bengal in which the Survey and Settlement works will be taken up 
in 1922-28P - 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon*bto the Maharajadbirpla Bahadur of Burdm): 

(o) Yes; in view of the financial situation Government propose to cany 
on the Survey and Settlement operations on a two-party basis. 


^c) It is not proposed to take up any new district m 1922-23, Irat settle • 
ment operattons will be continued in those districts only where they 
have already been started Nadia, Jessore, Fabna-Bogra, Khulna, 
Bankura, Birbhum). Operations in the liurshidabad district have been 
pos^ned indefinitely, although the traverse survey of one block had 
been completed. 


Promotion of sub-tfeputy oolleotors as deputy ooHeotors. 

20. Rai JOGENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: (a) Will tbe 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
leased to state whether there is a rule that sub-deputy collectors can 
ordinarily get promoted to the rank of deputy collectors before the age 
of 41 hut after that age are preluded ? 

(6) If so, are the Government contemplating the amendment of the 
nile in the interests of deserving senior officers over the age of 41? 

The Hon’Uo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The promotion of suh- 
deputy collectors is regulated hy rule 6 of the rules for the reciniiimoni 
of the- executive branch of the Bengal Civil Service, in which it js 
provided that an officer nominated under this rule should not ordinarily 
exceed 40 years of'age. ‘ 

(6) No. 

Compotitive examination for appointment in Provincial Exooutive 

Service. 

21. Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
KCemher in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state 
whether it is in contemplation to revert to the system of competition for 
appointment to the Provincial Executive Service? 

(h) If so, when is the system likely to he introduced? 

Tba Hon’Ue Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. , 

(h) It is hoped that the system will he introduced at the next annual 
recruitment towards the end of 1922. 


Dredgers for khal and waterways in Eastern Bengal. 

22. Mm JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Depariment of Irrigation be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the advisability of providing dredgers. 

. «« . _x_•(»_1 _a1. - ... 






MfMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION 
Hon'ble the Mahhro|adMro)a Bahadur of BunliMUi)i (^oTerament have 
considered the advisability of providing dredgers for the main¬ 
tenance of silted khals and waterways, and have already improved the 
Naria and Lower Kumar in the Faridpur District and the Burhani khal 
in the Bakarganj District, besides dredging shoals in the Madumsti and 
Atarbanka in the Khulna District annually and occasionally dredging 
the Doa Agra in the 24-Parganas District: two more large dredgers are 
on the stocks in England and will be available for the general main¬ 
tenance of the waterways after they have completed urgent work in 
Western Bengal: if the ** Alexandra ” dredger can be spared she will 
dredge the Sitalakshya khol near Dacca in the cold weather of 1923-23, 
provided it is found that dredging is likely to be of a permanent nature. 


Munsifs’ quarters. 

23. Maulsi FAZLAL KARIM: With reference to my unstarred 
question No. 62, asked at the meeting of 29th August, 1921, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a list of places where munsifs* residences are now 
under construction P 

The HOffl’Me Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM S Only residences for three munsifs 
at Bogra are under construction. 

Coolie ftffairo st Chandpur, 

24. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
wbat action ba$ been taken upon the resolution jwssed by the Council 
with regard to the Chandpur affair? 

The H 0 lt*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The member is referred to 
the answer given to starred question No. XXXIY by Babu Fanindralal 

De at the meeting of the 29th August, 1921. 

* 

Bhairab river excavation." 

25. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state how far 
the work of the excavation of the Bhairab river has i^roceededP 

The HoiFMe the MAHARAJADHIRA^A BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The excavation of the Bhairab river has not been com- 


Vrtpmti off ttio Bwigal Polioo AmwiiBioii to pmont on oMrm to 
Hit Royo^ HighiiMt tbo Prinot of Wolot. 

38. MaidYi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hoa’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Bengal Police Association, as representa¬ 
tive of the Police Force in Bengal, wanted to present an address to His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ? 

(6), Is it a fact that the. Government have not acceded to this 
request P 

The HofPMo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yea. 

(b) Yes. A copy of Government’s reply is laid on the table. 


Reply referred to in the answer to clause (b) of 
unstarred question iVo. 26. 

No. 766 P. D., dated Darjeeling, the 22nd September, 1921, 

From^^. Donald, Esq., o.i.b., t.o.s.. Chief Secretary to the Government 
« of Bengal, 

To—^The DiBpector<3eneral of Police, Bengal. 

With reference to your letter No. 8497A—A ^1-21, dated the 17th September, 
1021, 1 am directed to aay that the presentation of adressos to His Royal Highness 
the Prince of 'Wales is Iwing limited to a few very special occoaions. There will 
however, be a parade of the police forces before His Boyal Highness when he visits 
Calcutta. 


SubscriptiofiB retlised in registry offloes for oharitable purpooee. 

27, Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (1) Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education Ih* pleased to 
state— 

(a) whether the Government are aware that in many of the sub- 

registry ofifices certain fees or suhscriptionn are levied on 
every deed registered for the purpose of carrying on’ any 
local oharitahle works; « 

(b) if so, the names of the sub-registry offices in each district where 

such fees or subscriptions are levied for— 

(t) the maintenance of High Schools; 

(tt) the maintenance of Middle English Schools; 

(tu) the maintenance of dispensaries; and 

(tv) other charitable purposes; 

(c) whether accounts are kept of these fees or subscriptions; an4 


' ^ 

{%) Are the Ooveraiwiit considering i&e desirability oi dificontniu- 
inx the levy of snob fees or snbsoripticnw p r 

Tbe Hen’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERfl (2) (a) The is in the ajfinna- 
tive. The practice of raising voluntary subscriptions for carrying .on 
local <diaritable works is in existence in 14 offices of 6 districts. 

(^b) A statement showing the names of these districts and offices < is 
laid on the table. 

(c) and (d) The accouhta kept aie not duly audited end checked by 
any constituted authority. 

(2) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (6) of unstarred question 27, 

1. Kanfcura.>—At Kstra Toluutsry subscriptione not exceeding one anna are 
realised in aid of the .High Snglish School there, 

3, Jiakarganj. —^Voluntary subscriptions are raised in 6 Sub-Registry offices 
for educational purposes, vis., (1) Barisal Joint, (3) Barkarganj, (3) Galacbipa, 
(4) Bbola, (6) BadhabaUav, and (6) Barhanaddin. 

3. Dinajpur. —Voluntary snbscriptionB for schools are collected at Birganj, 

FirganJ and Gangarampur Sub-Hegistry offices. * 

4. Madia. — A. Charity box has been kept In the Mirpnr Sub-Registry office 

the local school authorities. 

5. Fabna.—At Dhangora and Serajganj subscriptions paid voluntarily are 
iied for local charitable dispensaries. 

6. Noakahli. —Subscriptions at a certain rate are realised from purchasers of 
lands in the Raipura office only. 

Requisition of Pir Shaheb’s land for Dacca Sewerage pumping 

station, 

2S. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the Hon’ble the Kiuis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that 
the municipality of Dacca has acquired a piece of land within the 
municipal limits adjoining the house of His Holiness Huhammad Pir 
Shaheh of Hunshikhola at 36, Sha Shahib Lane f 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the said piece'of land 
was originally acquired to be used as a pumping station for night-soil P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the municipality had to 
abandon the idea of turning the said piece of ground into a pumping 
station owing to the unexpected appearance of springs at the bottenn 
of the excavation P 

(d) le the Hon’ble the Minuter awetre that the said piece of land 
was originally acquired by the Pir Shaheb for religious purposes in 
oosnection with his mosque that stands dose byP 


TIm Hon>Mt tir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAx (a) and (ft) The 
Dacca Municipality acquired a piece of land, measuring a Uttie oter 
1 pigha 11 cottas for its sewerage pumping station. It adjoins the 
compound which contains Sha Shaheb’s (Pir Shaheh’s) house and 
nfosque, and is about 138 feet from the mosque. A plan showing 
the position of the land and the mosque is laid on the Library table. 

(c) When excavating the receiving well an underground spring was 
found which necessitated transfeiring the site of the well, and cons^ 
quently the pumping station building, to an adjoining'piece of land. 

(d) The land was purchased by the Shah Shaheb some time in July, 
1918, about 7 or 8 months before the declaration for the acquisition 
was published, but after the preliminary survey for the acquisition 
had been made. The object of the Shah Shaheb is not known to 
Government. 

(e) The excavations are being tilled in and when the original level 
of the ground is restored, the land, with the exception of a strip near 
the railway, required for an access road, can be restored to the original 
owner on refund of the purchase price. 

Boyoott of Fourth Judgo’s Court at Dacca by ploadM 

29. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge, of the Judicial Department aware that the court of Babu 
Pasbupati Basu, Subordinate Judge, Fourth Court, Dacca, has been 
boycotted by the pleaders of Dacca and that, as a result thereof, the 
litigant public are suffering inconvenience? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, are 
the Government taking to relieve the said litigant public of their 
difficulties ? 

The Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMX (a) Tes. 

(b) Proceedings have been taken under the Legal Practitioners Act 
against certain of the pleaders concerned and others have been reported 
to the High Court. The decision of the High Court is awaited. 

Wiiting-rbom at Barisal Steamer Statioii. 

aOb Maulvf FAZLAL KARIJIs With reference to my unstarred 
question No. 103 asked at the meeting of the Council on the 29th August,' 
1921, will the Hon'hle the Member in charge of the Marine Department 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the steamer 
authorities to piwide one or two benches for intermediate class passen^ 


MEMBER in Miarg* of MARINE DEPARTMENT (Dm Mili'Mt 
Mro Kirr)t It has been ascertained from the Bivers Steam Bavigation 
Company that the verandah which has been enclosed for male passen¬ 
gers at Barisal contains a suitable seat with back rest. The 
Company do not propose to bnild a urinal. • 

Tour of Chiirfflon of diitrict bomb. 

31. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of days spent 
on tour by the non-official Chairmen of the district boards in Bengal 
during the years in 1919-20 and 1920-21P 

Tho Hon'ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 

8tatm$ni referred to in the reply to unetarred question No, 91, showing 
Vie number of days spent on tour by the non-official Chairmen of 
district hoards in Bengal during the years 1919-20 and 1920-21, 


Nbiik e( dtotriol boArd. 

NUNBIH or DATB OX TODS IN 


1M04I. 

BurdwAn 

79 

95 

ffirtdiuin 

ese 

83 

Batikiira ... 


78 

Midnapwe 

•ee 

16 

Hooglily 

aaa 

35 

Uowrali ... 

••• 

14 

Sd-Pargaoaa 

20 

23 

Ifurahidabad 

16 

28 

Jeeaore ... 

23 

38 

Khulna ... 

• aa 

27 

Nadia 

ooe 

36 J 

Dacca 

ea« 

66 

llymeuringh ... 

• ae 

80 

. . 




BaiHArk.. 


I There were no noQ*6ftcitI Chair* 
S men io the diatriota of the 
Liviaion except Bardwao 
during 1919*20. 


No uOQ-offioUi Chairmen iu 
Khulna and Nadia dsriog 
1919.30. 


No ooii*offiolat Chairmen in 
Daooa, MymaDaingh and 
Farid^ daring 1919.30. 






KOlUIR OR DATS OR TOOR IR 



BakargRuj ... 21 138 

Tippara ... ... 53 The Distriot Magiotrate was ttie 

Chairman io 1919*20. In 
Chittagong and Moakhali 
dietrict boarda the Diatriut 
Magiatratea were Churinen 
j during 1919-20 and 1920>21. 

Bajahaiii ... ! ... 41 'I 

I lu theae boards there were no 

Raugpur ••• I ••• 128 I non^official Chairmen during 

V 1919-20. In the other diatiiot 

Pabna ... ... 72 boarda of the Bajahahi Divi- 

aioD non-offldal Cbairoien 
Malda ... ... 59 J . were elected during 1921-22. 


Kriulna famina. 

32. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: .Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Bexenue (liand Bevenue) be leased to 
state the sum of money that has been spent in the present year, month 
by month, by the Government up to this time for the relief of the 
villages of Khulna affected with distress ? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Bs. 13,022 has been spent on gmtuitous relief and 
Bs. 47,908 on agricultural loans as follows:— 

Gratuitous Belief, 1921 —^August, Bs. 1,919; September, Bs. 6,026; 
October, Bs. 6,076. 

Agricultural Loans, 1921 —May, Bs. 14,988; June, Bs. 6,000; 
July, Bs. 20,000; September, Bs. 7,920. 


Court off Fourth Subordinoto Judge off Doooa. 

33. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Is the Hon'ble ibe Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware of the situation that at present 
exists between the lawyers practising in the District Court at Dacca 
and Babu Poshupati Bose, the Fourth Subordinate Judge of Dacca? 

(6) Js the Hon'ble the Member aware of the deadlock craated there¬ 
by in the administration of justice in the Court of the said Subordinate 
Judge? 







(d) Wliat is the number of <»iginal suits and a^ieals ihat hare been 
tranpfeiTed to the said Court from other courts by the District Judife 
since the trouble began, and what legal help have the parties in these 
cases been able to obtain in the said Court? 

(e) How many times did complaints against the said Babu Pashupaxi 
Bose reachl the Executive or Judicial authorities, parti<^ularly during 
his incumbency as a judicial officer at Manikganj, Malda, Satkmua and 
PabnaP 

(/) Will Government be pleased to refer to unstarred question 
No. 2 asked by Babu Akhil Chandra Dutt in the Bengal Legisktive 
Council on the 1st September, 1920, and the supplementary question 
asked by him in connection thei'ewith and state whether any inquiry 
has been held by Government into the allegation made by the Pabna 
Bar Association to the effect that the said Babu Pashupati Bose made a 
witness mb his nose against the wall of the Court room? 

(g) Is it a fact that the said Babu Pashupati Bose came into conflict 
with legal practitioners while acting as a judicial officer at the above- 
mentioned {daces? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(i) the number of cases—original suits and appeals—taken up and 
disposed of by the said Subordinate Judge, Babu Pashu¬ 
pati Bose, from the 17th June to the 12th August; 

(tt) the number of witnesses examined in each case; 

(ttt) the number of folios covered by the depositions of witnesses 
thus examined; 

(tv) on how many days since the 15th June did the said Subordi-. 
nate Judge take his seat in court at 11 a.m. as required by the 
Higb Court circular? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) No. Litigants in the Court have been put to some 
inconvenience, but a few pleaders and the muktors are appearing beftira 
the Subordinate Judge. 

(d) Original suits, 1; Appeals, 124. The parties have been able to 
obtain the services of a few pleaders and the muktars. 

(e) Four in all. One to the Executive and*three to the District 
Judge. 

(/) The District Judge investigated the matter and the Sub-Judge 
was informed by Government that the summary method adopted by Um 
Sub-Judge in the case of Abbas Pramanik was undignifled in a Court 
of Justice. 

(g) At Pahna and Satkania only, 

(h) (i) Original suits, 42; Appeals, 9. Total 61. 

(ti} Witnesses examined in original suits, 72. 



MuhMMMdm m umtuit oomminioiim tf iMitoa. 

34. Khan BaMur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAMs (a) WiU tbe 

Hon’ble ibe Member in cbarge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state hov many assistant commissioners of police have been 
a]fi)omted in the city of Calcutta since the creation of those appoini- 
ments in 1916? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many 
Christians, Hindus and Muhammadans have been appointed assistant 
commissioners of police in Calcutta since then? 

(c) If no Muhammadans have been appointed as assistant commis¬ 
sioners of police in Calcutta, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased 
to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon^ble Sir HENRY- WHEELERs (a) Thirteen induding 
2 temporary. 

(h) Nine Christians, 4 Hindus and no Muhammadans. 

(r) There was no Muhammadan in the two senior g^rades of inspec¬ 
tors, from which promotions were made to the posts of assistant 
commissioners. 

Chargee for^the reserved and ^transferred departments. 

35. Babu K18HORI MOHAN GHAUDHURt: Will the Hon*hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing in detail for each of the departments 
reserved and transferred separately— 

(t) original recTirring charges; 

(ft) increments under the various reorganisation schemes—^how far 
they have been given effect to in the proposed Budget esti¬ 
mate, and what remains to be done and the likely amounts 
that are required for the purpose; and 

(m) the proportion of the increments for each department? 

The Hon’Me Mr. KERRs A statement, showing in detail separately 
for each of the reserved and transferred departments (t) the average cost 
of the services taken at their full strength before the most recent 
reorganisation, and (n) the increased cost during the year 1921-22 on 
Recount of the recent reorganisation of the services on the assumption 
that tile whole cadre is employed, is laid on the table. 

(ni) The average cost of the services before the reorganisations has 
been worked out on the existing formulee on the subject, Ho for- 
mulfe have yet been prescribed for working out the average cost under 
the time-scale of pay which is being introduced in every service in the 
recent reorganisations. It is not therefore possible to find out the 


SlaUment referred tn in the ^insurer id claueet (0 and («) of unetafred 

question No, S6, 

BE8BRVED DEPARTMENTS. 
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Ra. 

Ra. 

8.—Fomtf 

Imperial Porest Service ••• 

1,76,140 

2,33,000 

22.—Geoeral Adminiii- 

Indian Civil Service 

30,00.000 (a) 

38,00,000 

• tratioo. ' 

Rengal Civil Service *•« 

13,00,000 (a) 

20,76,000 - 


Subordinate CSvil Service ••• 

5,00000 (a) 

9,63,000 


Local Audit Departraeut ... 

44 916 

67,663 


Outside Audit Department 

15,084 

- w 

18,500 

24. '-Adinioiatratioa of 

Bengal Judicial Service ... 

IS,60,too 

22,94,000 (A) 

Justice. 




25."-JailB ••• 

Subordinate Jail Service ... 

1,03,688 

1,40,000 


Warders Estaldishment ... 

2,96,000 

8,74.000 

26.—Police 

Imperial Police Service, ... 

9,21,996 

11,31,000 (e) 


Bengal Police Service ... 

1,14,000 

1,39,000 


Frontier Police, Chittagong 

31,660 

66,000 id) 


Inspectors 

6,19,200 

7,67,188 


Sub-lnspectora 

14,47,800 

• 22,48,403 

• 

Sergeante ••• 

98,692 

1,09,116 




{ 6,26,140 


Assistant Sub'lnapectora 

6,74,740 

1 


and Head Constables. 


1 8,21,984 


Constables ... ••• 

26,47,668 

41,44,176 


Eastern Frontier Rifles 

1,67,316 

1,92,240 


Boat Establishment 

78,681 

2,66,906 


(«) llipntwiti Mtoal apMdltan eftlookt«d on tho toll ondn. 

nriMtllrt 
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CaicuUa Polkt .— 

Rs. 

Bs. 


AnsietAnt Comiuiesionera 

6ti,472 

64,664 


Inepeotore ••• 

1,11,600 

1,62,318 


Sergeants .*• ••• 




Sub-IuBpectora 




Awietant Sab^Iitapectora 
and Head ConatabieR. 

1,24,200 

• 

i 70,060 
i\ 1,38,872 


Oonatables ••• ••• 

7,62,316 

9,61,600 

37 —HiBcellaneoas .«• 

Inspectors of Factories .* 

32,360 

46,400 

A 

Certifying Surgeon of 
Factories, Borrackpore. 

8,400 

1 9,600 

1 + 600 (o) 

46.->StotiODery aod 
Printing. 

Bengal ' Sevratariai Prut 
Eetabl ehmtni."^ 


10,100 


Permanent ••• 

7,713 

14,826 

1 

Temporary ... ... 

1,003 

781 

1 

MinieUrial and ifenial 
EttablhkmeM.-^ 




Permanent ... ... 

1,838 

3,662 


Temporary ... •*. 

193 

261 

. 

Private Seeretary'e Office 
Preu Eitabliehment.^ 




Permanent ... ... 

488 

932 


Saerstoriat Pfeas, Dar^ 
Jeeling Branch.— 




Press Bstablishment ... 

996 

1,989 


Ministerial and Menial 
Bstablishaient. 

272 

478 

Varlcni headf of 
Budget. 

MiniftMrial Bitabliiment ... 

Menial Bstablishment ... 

62 , 06 ,qp 0 

81,66,000 

74,96,000(6) 

39,06,000 
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Ba. 

Bs. 


Ezciee Executive and I’ro- 
TeDtive itaff. 

6,67, V 76 

10,67,600 

9.—BegiatratioD «.« 

Regiatration Service ... 

3,50,600 

6,31,440 (a) 

31'Bdacation ... 

Indian Edueatiotial Ser- 
vice— 




' For Men ... ... 

For Women ... 

1 6,76,820 

f 6,99,.H00 

1 30,420 

4e 


Bengal Educatiobal Sor* 
vice.— 

» 


« 

For Hen ... ..* 

For Women 

1 6,44,196 

( 7,90,638 

1 64,094 


Subordinate Educational Ser¬ 
vice. 

12,79,932 

12,90,420(6) 


Lower Subordinate Educa¬ 
tional Service. 

1,28,616 

2,20,666 


Vernacular Teachers* Ser¬ 
vice. 

81,120 

1,61,^ 

32.—Medical 

Indian Medical Seirice ... 

8,86,800 

11,66,600 


Civil Asaietant Snrgeona ... 

4,01,300 

6,27 300 


MUitarjr Aeai^nt Surgeons 

88,200 

2,04,000 


Sub-Aariitapt Sorgeoos 

2,62,700 

3,26,200 

■ 

Keepers o£ Lunatic Asyloma 

17,750 

^6,000. - 

i 

OomponDdera ... 

9,180 

12,690 
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Ba. 

fia. 

33.^PuliKo HeaHh ... 

Saoitary Commipsiotier 

(Director of Public Health) 

20,400 

28,600 


Deputy Sanitary Commie- 
■ionera (now Aeaiataut 
Directore of Public Health). 

85,630 

90,000 


Inapeotor of Septic Tank 
iBStallationC 


7,800 


Butomologiat 

2,400 

2,700 

% 

Vaccination luapecting Staff 

46,425 

65,700 


Aeaiatant Surgeons ... 

13,800 

17,900 

34.—Agriculture ... 

Imperial Agricultural Service 

73,676 

1,06,600 


Provincial Agricultural« Ser¬ 
vice. 

80,300 

32,640 

» 


European Qardeiiers ... 

26,020 

40,380 


Imperial Veterinary Service 

40,440 

47,00C 


Provincial Veterinary Service 

22,092 

39,740 


Subordinate Veterinary 

Service. 

40,840 

40,392 (e) 

41.—CitU Worke end 
42.— Waterway* 
and Embank- 

Imperial Engineering Ser¬ 
vice. 

6,69,693 (n) 

4,70,220 

menta. 

Archi tecta ... ... 

29,440 

67,000 

* 

Bengal Engineering Service 

90,960 (e) 

8,94,680 


Upper Subordiuates ... 

46,920 

62,680 


Subordinate Engineering 

Service. 

43,800 

1.07,400 

- 

Lower Subordinatea 

68,200 

88.820 


Plumbing expert* 

9,600 

17,ICO 

•• 

• 

T. 
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ChargM fnoMmd f^r inorMMd iNty and aHawaiwat. 

de. Baba KItHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIs WiH the 

the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be {leased to lay 
on the table a statement showing in detail the additional charges 
inTolved' on account of the increment of and allowances of the 

employees granted, and proposed to be granted, in the several depart- 
ments of the Government of Bengal— 

(o) under the recommendations of the Public Services Commission; 

(b) on the introduction of the reformed Government; 

(c) for other economic causes in recent years P 

Tha Hofl’ble Mr. KERR: (a) An estimate of additional charges 
involved in 1921>22 on account of increase of pay and allowances of 
officers sanctioned hi accordance with the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission is laid on the table. 

(6) No increase of pay and allowances has been suictioned on account 
of the introduction of the reformed Government. 

(c) An estimate of additional charges involved in 1921-22 on account 
of increase of pay and allowances granted for economic causes to ser¬ 
vices other than those considered by the Public Services Commission, 
is also laid on the table. 

, m 

Estimate of additional chargee involved in 1921-3^ on account of incre^ 
ment of pay and allowaneee of ojfficera sanctioned tn accordance with 
the recommendations of the Public Services Commission referred to in 
tJie reply to clause (a) of unstarred qwstion No. S6. 
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1 
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Ua. 

—Excise 

« 

1 

Deputy Cominiwioiiera and SU{ferin- 
teirdeiit of Excise aud ^all. 

72,000" 

—General Admiuistra- 
UoQ. 

Indian Civil. Service 

Ssn^al Civil Service 

3,00,000® 

6,60,000* 


Otficere holding listed appointments 

26,000 

94,000t 

S4. — A^niniotration of 

Jnatioe. 

Provin^al Jitdluial Service 

9,504)00* 
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1 Bs. 

26,-^tP(4ioe 

Imperial Police Service 

1,28,000* 


Deputy Superintendents of Police ... 

49,000® 

81.-'-l£ducatiou ... 

Indian Educational Service and Pro- 

4,60,000® 


vincial Eduoatiopul Service. 


32.—Medical 

Indian Medical Service ... 

8,41,000® 

» 

Civil Aesietaot Surgeons ... 

2,80,000® 


Military Assistant Surgeons 

80,000® 

34.—Agriculture 

Imperial Agricultural Service ... 

19,000® 


Provincial Agricultural Service ... 

7,000® 


provincial Veterinary Service 

7,000® 

37.—MieceUaneous ... 

Inspectors of Factories ... 

14,000® 

41.—Civil Worka—Public 

Imperial Engineerihg Service ... 

40,000® 

Workb Departmeut 



and 42.—Waterways 


to 

and Embankmebta. 

Bengal Euginooring Service 

1,11,000® 


* Berliiim hM bwa Rim effeot to. 


EBtimate of (iddUumal charges involved in 1921-22 on account of incye- 
ment of pay and allowances granted due to economic causes referred 
to in the reply to clause (c) of unsiarred question No. 36. 
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6.— Excise 

Exdse Executive staff ... 

2,49,000* 

9.—Begiatration ... 

Sub-Beipstrara 

75,000 

22.—Oeneral Adminia^a- 
rion. 

Subordinate Exeoativo service ... 

1 

1 1 

4,00,000* 

-• • ■ 

Local Audit Batablishmeul i . . 

.W,ooo* 

S6..— JmIs —. 

Subordinate Jail servioe ... 

1,30,000 

. - 


• 
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Ba. 

26,—Police 

••• 

Higher eubordiuates of the Calcatia 
Police. 

1,38,000* 



inepeotora of Die Bengal Polioe ... 

2,76,000* 



Subordinate Executive force of Cal¬ 
cutta Polioe. 

2,66,000* 



m 

Subordinate Executive force of Bengal 
Police. 

4 

2,76,000* 



Boat EatablUhweiit of the Police 
' Department. 

40,000* 



Eaeterti Frontier BifleHf Dacca ... 

42,000" 



Frontier Police, Chittagong 

35,000 

31.-—Education 

... ; 

1 

ReorgaoiHatiOD of aervices below the. 
Provincial Educational Service. 

7,50,000 

32.—Medical 

• •• 

Sab-AeaisUut Surgeons ... 




Keepers of the Borhamporo Lunatic 
Asylnin. 

1,000* 



Demonstrators not in the cadre of 
Assistant Surgeons. 

4,000® 


! 

1 

Deputy Superintendent, Mitford Hoe- 
pits], Dacca. 

2,000* 

33.—Public Health 

••• 

1 

Director and Assiatant Directors of 
Public Health Department. i 

43,000* 



Vaccination InspeoDug Staff 

9,000 

34.—Agriculture 

• ee 

European Gardeners Service 

6,000* 



Superintendent and Asaislant Superin¬ 
tendent, Zoological Gardens. 

1,000* 

• 


Subordinate Veterinary Serrtoe Offioere 

16,000* 

36.—Indostrlea 

1 

•••! 

Staff of the GoTemtnent Gommeroial 
Inatitnte, Caloatta. 

6,000* 





MslorhMdflf AfloooBto. ^ 

Kbbm of artloH rooriMiied. 

FrovMMlatb*be4sto 
MttMto fM- Mi’ll 
to fin sflsto to tbs 
rsecfsatntioB. 



Rs. 

4t.—Works—Public 
Works Department 

Upper Subordinate-Service not eligible 
for Bengal Engineering Service. 

23,000» 


Creation of a new Subordinate En- 
gineeriug Service aud revision of 
pay of Lower Subordinates. 

2,33,000® 

1 


Electric Subordinates 

10.000 


Toll and Navigation establishment ... 

10,000 

46.—‘Stationery and Print 
ing. 

Press establishment ... 

1,76,000" 

47.—‘MisoellaneouB ... 

Ad'inUrim allowance to^ ministerial 
officers. 

10.98,000" 


Revision of pay of miuiaierial and 
menial estabHehtneut. 

46,61,000 


Herliiop liM been gli^aa efleot to. 


JamuiM bundSi 

37. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that for 
many years past up till 1918 there were cross bunds in the river Jamuna 
down below Kaliganj in the Satkhira subdivision of the Khulna district P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why and when 
those bunds were ordered to be removed P 

(c) Is the Hon*ble the Member aware that since the removal of those 
bunds a wide area comprising a large number of villages and hundreds 
of acres of land on both the banks of the Jamuna from Baipur in the 
north to Chingrreekhali in the south has been affected from economio as 
well as sanitary points of view? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether it 
is a ^ct that since the removal of the said bunds there have been 
repeated failures of cro]^ in the villages bordering on the Jamuna below 
Kaliganj F 

(e) Is the H<m'ble Member aware that those villages are suffering*" 
from scarcity owing to repeated failures of crops since 1919 P 

... _1..M 4-1... A. x«_ 










representation xnada^to tile fftiairtnan tiI- tim -ipiafaft 
dUtriet board by the people ol tbe.villages of Cbaltej^bata, Kosiinpar, 
Cbiiigmkhali, Mamudpor, Bansipur, «to. P 

t^h) Bid'tbe District He^tb Officer submit any report after an 
inspection of the said areaP 

(t) If BO, will tbe Hon’ble -tiie Member be pleased to a copy 
the inspection report on the table P 

(;) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Bengal, was of 
opinion in 1911 that the Jamuna was sure to silt up and that he did not 
rec(Hnmend the excavation of the Jamuna P 

(k) Is it a fact that three medical officers of the Public Health 
Dep^tment and thereafter the Assistant Director of PuUic Health 
visited the area towards the end of the month of SeptemberP 

(Z) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of their reports P ... 

(m) Are the Qovemment considering the desirability of re>erecting 
the old bunds P 

(n) If the answer to (m) is in the negative, what action, if any, 
are the Government contemplating to take in the matter P 

Tbe Hon’ble tbe MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN! (fl), (6). (c). (d), (e), (/), (/?), (h), (t). (;). (k), (Z), (m) and 
(n) The information asked for is not available in the Irrigation Depart- 
ipent and will take time to collect. Government are therefore unpble 
to reply to the questions at present but will make inquiries. 

• 

Ministerial officers in fleltf service. 

38. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 

tbe Member in charge of Uie Political Department be {deased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the names of all the ministerial officers 
who undertook, on deputation, any form of £eld service during the w^ 
stating therein the posts they were holding at the time of their deputa> 
tion and the posts they are holding at present? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what consit^ora- 
tion, if any, has been shown to such officers? 

Tbe Hoii>blo Sir HENRY WHEELER x (a) and <b) The infomatmb 
is not on record. 


aalarica* 


on tho reference made to the Attomey-Qoneral about the 
adl^sflobility of motions for the reduction of the salaries of Ministers!^ 

The Honnile Sir HENRY WHEELER: Yes. The member is 
referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 43 asked by Boi 
Badha Charan Pal Bahadur at this meeting of the Council. 

MMneporo Ztmindary Company. 

4S. Mautvi EKRAMyL HUQ: (a) Has the attention of the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department been drawn to the 
unrest among the tenants of the Midnapore Zamindury Company at 
Murshidabad ? 

(b) Are the. Government contemplating taking any steps in the 
matter? 

Tho H 0 fi<bto Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government have been 
informed of the existence of disputes between the MJdnapore Zamindary 
Company and its tenants in Murshidabad. 

(b) The local otficers are taking such steps as the situation demands. 

Bhda Municipality. 

41, Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Ijocnl Self-Governiupnt be jdeased to 
state whether Government have received a memorial from the residents 
of Bhola, a subdivision in the district of Bakarganj, praying that the 
sanction to establish a municipality in the said town lie withdrawn as 
the people there think it to be unnecessai-y and highly expensive? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the population of the 
said town is below 3,000 and parts of the flurrounding villages, vus., 
Alinagar, Char Nawabad, Bapta, Algi liave been included in the muni¬ 
cipal area to make up the requii-ed number of population according to 
municipal law ? 

(c) Is the Hon'blc the Minister aware that almost tho entire public, 
with the exception of very few, are against the establishment of a 
municipality at Bhola? 

(d) Is it a fact that many high Government officials have declared 
the town to be very healthy? 

(e) la it a fact that more thftn three-fourths of the annual income 
of the municipality *18 to be speiit for office establishment? 

(/) Have the Government considered the desirability of asking ik% 
Ghaiman of the Bhola municipality to submit an estimate of the 
pxpBC^ inoome and expenditure of the said municipality? 



(6) The town of Bhola consists of portions of Koiua Jamisstalo, 
char Jangla, char B'awabad, Chhoto Algi and Bapta. The boundaries 
of the municipality hare been fixed speciaUy with the object of exclud¬ 
ing agricultural areas. The area of the municipality is only three- 
fourths of a square mile and its population according to the last census 
is about 4,600. * 

(c) The municipality was established according to the wishes of 
the inhabitants of the town as expressed in their petitiim dated 28th 
May, 1919, a copy of which is laid on the library table. After its 
establishment two petitions were filed before the local officers, which 
were on inquiry found not to be bond fide, as many signatures were 
found to have been fabricated. 

(df) Yes; the town was formerly very healthy, but of late, there have 
been "repeated outbreaks of cholera, and the number of malarial 
patients who attended the town hospital rose from 499 in 1920 to 808 up 
to July, 1921. 

(s) No; the income of the municipality according to the budget of 
the current year is Rs. 5,513 and expenditure on the head office 
establishment ” is Bs. 576 only. 

(/) No; under section 76 of the Bengal Municipal Act, the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Division is the final authority in respect of municipal 
budgets. 

Ineome-tax on arreors of salary, 

42a Mulivi FAZLAL KARIMS (a) With reference to my unstarred 
question No. 57 asked at the meeting on the 29th August, 1921, will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to state what is at present the rule regarding the deduction of 
income-tax from arrears of salary when those arrears do not amount to 

Bs. 2,000 P 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the Accountant-General’s ruling on the subject? 

Tha HofFble Mr. KERR: {a) The rule regarding the deduction of 
income-tax from arrears of salary is that where the monthly amount 
of the arrears is such that reckoned at this rate for a period oi 
12 months the amount would not be less than Bs. 2,000, income-tax 
is deducted. If, however, the monthly rate is less than Bs. 166-10-8, 
income-tax is not deducted at source. It is, however, the dufy of the 
Income-tax Department subsequently to realise income-tax in all cases 
where the amount of the arrears together with the salary nmmally 
drawn brings the total income within^ the as^sable limit. 

(5) The Accountant-General has issued no ruling on this subjeot. 
The direction of the Government of India is contained in Note 1. to 


1 to Section 15 (i), A^endim B, Civil Account Code, Volume /, 
referred io in the reply to clauee (6) of unttarred quetUon No, 

'Hie pftTmeat in % lump ram of odditiona, warranted by orders having retrospeo* 
tire effect, to salaries of previous months which have already been drawn is not a re¬ 
curring** payment witiun the meaning of this section, so the rate of income-tax 
leviable thereon at the time of payment must be determined solely by the amount 
payable on tiie Bill regardless of the assessee’s other income during the period 
to whirii the arrears relate. 

Such additional amounts should, therefore, not be drawn on the same bill with 
current salary. 


Budget and Ministers’ salaries. 

43. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Has the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department received the 
opinion of the English constitutional lawyers as to the inclusion of the 
Ministers* salaries in the “ non-voted ** list in the Budget P 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay the same 
on the table P 

The Hon’bto Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The opinion of 
the Law Officers of the Crown was obtained by the Secretary of State 
who has communicated the following summary:— 

** The effect of the provisions of sections 52 (i) and 72D of the Act 
is that a vote of the Legislative Council taken before the presentation 
of the budget, to determine a Minister’s salary, does not preclude the 
Council from varying that salary by subsequent votes, and does not 
remove tlie salary from the control of the Council under section 72D.** 
Government are also advised that the provisions of section 72D (<?) (tit) 
are limited to ** amounts prescribed by or under any law,** and do not 
include amounts fixed by a vote only. 

Travellifig allounuioes to sub-deputy oolleotors. 

44. Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY : (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware that the sew rules 
about the travelling allowances of sub-deputy collectors have not been 
favourably received by the service P 

(5) Are the Government contemplating reconsidering their decision 
in the matter? 

TtM Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Several representations 
have been received regarding the fixed travelling allowances of suh- 
depa^ collectors employed as circle officers. 

(5) Some of the points raised are under cpnsideration, but the time 


Ptymant of penoiom tliroiigh tho poit 

45. Bobu JOGENDRA NATH ROYb (a) la the Hm’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance aware that Gbyemmont 
penaionera residing in the mufassal often find it inconyenient to nnder- 
take a journey to the headquarters to draw their pensions? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
arrangements for the payment of pensions through the Post Offices ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, KERR: (a) Yes. 

(6) Pensioners drawing Rs. 20 a month or less are already allowed 
at their option to have their pensions remitted to them by money order. 
The system has been introduced as an experimental measure for a period 
of one yeari after which the desirability of extending it will bo con¬ 
sidered. 

Destruction of villages in thanes Gheor and ManikganJ. 

46. Babu dOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Is the i^on’ble the 
Mein))er in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that numer¬ 
ous villages in the jurisdiction of thanas Gheor and Manikganj, in the 
district of Dacca, are annually destroyed by floods? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps 
Government are taking to remedy this state of affairs? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Government have no information as to the annual 
destruction of a number of villages in the Gheor and Manikganj thtinas 
of Ihe Dacca District. 

(h) The question docs not arise. 

Motor traffic in Darjeeling. 

47. Raja MANILDLL 8INGH RDY; Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charge of the police Department be pleased to state under what 
rules motor-cars are allowed to run on ihe roads within the ipunieipal 
area of the town of Darjeeling. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Attention is invited to the 
rules issued under the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914, especially to 
Part V containing additional and special rules relating to Darjeeling. 
A copy of the rules is placed on the Library table. 

Extension of servioe to Mr, Bwlnhoe, 

^ 46. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a)Wm the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of ihe Judicial Department be pleased to 

(t) whether it is a fact that Mr. Swinhoe, Chief!Presid^cy 


(it) whether it is a fact that Hr. Swinhoe has agiun been reisuni- 
mended for another extension for one yeur more;.and 
, (tit) if so, the reasons for the last extension of service P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Kember be pleased to state whether it is 
not laid down as a principle of public policy that an extension should 
rarely be granted to officers and only for very ** special reasons?” 

The Hon’Ue Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (i) Tes. 

(it) No recommendation has been received, but an application for 
•extension has been received from Mr. Swinhoe. 

(idt) Does not arise. 

(6) The principle laid down is as follows:—“ Officers, other than 
ministerial, who have attained the age of 55 should ordinarily be 
required to retire, and should not he retained in service except where 
unquestionable public grounds for retention exist, and there is no doubt 
ns to the physical fitness of the officer.” 

r 

Caloutta-Khulna chord line. 

49. R«i HARENDRANATH CH/tUDHURl: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he pleased 
to state whether the idea of a broad gauge chord line connecting 
Calcutta and Khulna has been abandoned? 

(5) If not, when is the construction likely to he taken up? 

i 

Ttie Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur! (a) and (5) In Octolw, 1916, the Railway Board sanc¬ 
tioned a reconnaissance survey by the agency of the Eastern Beugai 
Railway for a chord railway on the broad gauge from Khulna to Dum^ 
Dum. The line however was not surveyed during 1919-20. The T.ocql 
Government have no further information on this question. 


Communioation befaveen Calcutta and Hwvrah. 

50. Mr. D« Ga CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’hle the Member in charge- 
of the Marine Department aware of the need for more adequate means 
of communication between the city of Cadcutta and its chief Railway 
Station at Howrah than by the existing floating bridge over the 
IfooghlyP . , 

(5) la the Hon’ble the Member aware that the urgency of' the 
need for increased accommodation was acknowledged so far back as 

rnimr • 



Thft Hon’Ma Mr. KERR; (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(e) The member is referred to Goyemment Besolution No. 3541 Miie«, 
dated the 4tli November, 1921, wbicb appeared in the Calcutta Gazrtte 
of the 9ih November, 1921. 

PlatforiM on East Indian Railway (Tarakoswar Braneh). 

51. BMmi 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) lathe Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that incon* 
venienco and trouble are being caused to the passengers of the 
Tarakeswar Branch Bailway (East Indian Railway) owing to the 
absenoe of a second platform at the principal stations of the line like 
Dearah, Singur, etc., and to the total absence of any platform at the 
minor stations like Nasibpur, etc. ? 

(5) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that passengers are obliged 
to drop down from a height of about 6 feet to the ground level below f 

{c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking neces> 
sary steps to get this grievance removed as early as possible? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether this 
inadequacy or absence of platforms on the Tarakeswar Branch Rail> 
way was ever brought to the notice of the Government or the Bailway 
Board by any Commissioner of the Division or the Collector of the 
District ? 

(c) If the answer to (<f) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to lay the connected papers on the table? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; {a) and (6) The reply is in the negative. 

(r) The attention of the authorities of the East Indian Bailway will 
be drawn to this matter. 

(d) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negati%*e. 
Government are not aware whether this*subject has ever b^n brought 
to the notice of the Bailway Board. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

Tramways Btrika. 

52. Mr. BUOY PROBAD BINGH ROYs (a) Are the Government 

considering the desirability of interfering to settle tite strike of tlw 
tramway employees ? . ■ 

(6) n the answer to (a) is in the negative; will the Hon’U# the 


MEMBER in elM^ Of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (ttw 
Hon”Mo Mr. K«rr)t < a) and (b) The member is referred to the oommu- 
niqui issued on the 31st October, 1921, in which the position of Gorem- 
ment with regard to the Tramways strike is defined. 

MufiMfs’ quartart at Manikganl and North and South Raojan. 

88 . Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM; (a) WiW the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether he 
is aware of the fact that in Manikganj, in the district of Dacca, and 
Nqrth and South Raojan, in the district of Chittagong, munsifs have 
got to live in hutcha houses with mud plinth ? 

(h) If so, what steps, if any, are the Government taking to remedy 
this grievance P 

Tho HoiPblo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(b) As regards Manikganj, a project for building quarters for three 
munsifs has been administratively approved and will be taken up when 
funds are available. In South Raojan, the munsif has built himself 
a kutchehpucca house and its purchase is at present under consideration 
by Government. 

Ko proposals have been received fn regard to North Raojan. 


Court of Bobu Pashupoti Cosu, Fourth Sub-dudgo, Daooa. 

54. Nawobioda K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the fric« 
tion between the Bench and Bar of Dacca? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking steps to remove the hardship, 
incxmvenience and harassment caused to the litigant public? 

(c) Is it a fact that a criminal case has been instituted hy Bahu 
Rabindra Chandra Chatarji, pleader, Dacca, against the Fourth Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Bahu Pashupati Basu, on the alleged commission of 
offences under sections 352 and 504, Indian Penal Code, while praying 
for time for deficit coiirt>fee stamp? 

The rion'blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) Yes. 

(b) Proceedings have been taken under the Legal Practitioners 
Act, agpinst certain of the pleaders concerned and others have been 
r^mrted to the High Court. The decision of the High Court is 
awaited. 

(c) Yea. The case instituted by Babu Rabindra Cffiandra Chatarji 

» ... rt t. T—j__oen_J •n.... i ^ i 




Deputy InapcotorwCemral of PoHet. 

• V * • . * 

50. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : WiU Uie Hon’ble the Memhev 
in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state— 

(») what 01*6 the functions ordinarily exercised by the Deputy 
In8i)ector-Oeneml of Police stationed at divisional bead- 
quarters; and ^ ’ 

(it) in what respects the retention of these posts facilitates public 
business ? 

The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (t) The member is referred 
to the answer given to unsiarred question No. 90 at the meeting of tiie 
29th August. 

(it) A reference is invited to paragraph 70 of the report of the 
Indian Police Commission, 1902-0(3, a copy of which may be consiilted 
in the Council Library. 


Epidemic fever in Tippera. 

56. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is n fact that a kind of epidemic fever has 
been prevailing in certain villages within the jurisdiction of thanas 
Muradnagar, Daudkandi, Nabinagar, and Basullabad in the district of 
Tippera during the last two years ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether any inquiry has heen made as to 
the nature of the epidemic, and, if so, with what results f 

(c) What steps have been taken or are proposed to be taken by 
Government to combat the disease ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the mimber of deaths in the areas of the above- 
mentioned police-stations during the last 5 years? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) If by the 

expression “ kind of epidemic fever the member means kala-^zar the 
answer is in the affirmative so far as the villages in thanas Murad¬ 
nagar and Daudkandi are concerned. Basullabad is a police-station 
within the Nabinagar thana, where no cases of hala-azar could be found 
by the Assistant Director of ^ Public Health who conducted the inquiry 
in the Tippera District. ^ . 

(b) An inquiry was'made into the matter the result of which is 
contained in the report submitted by the Assistant Director of Pubiie 
health, a copy of which was hid on the Library table In answer to the 


(c) Tile inquiry shows that a severe stage of infection has not yet 
been reached. It rests with the distiici hoard to make a thorough 
survey and io arrange for treatment as suggested in the report of tlie 
Assistant Director of Public Health. A copy of the rexmrt, as 
already stated in reply to the member’s uustarred (ptestion Ho.. 80 <6) 
(ii), has been forwarded to the Chairman, District Board. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. * 

Statement elmoing the number of deaths referred to in tlie reply to clause 

(ti) of unstarred question No, S6, 


Mkaa g| ThMft. 


1916. 

1917. 

1018. 

1919. 

19IC. 

Huradnagar 

••• 

3,932 

4,543 

6,225 

6,287 

6,115 

Daudkandl 

••• 

4,800 

6,229 

7,128 

0,910 

6,474 

Nabioagar 

• •• 

5,040 

4,814 

8,300 

7,663 

7,472 


Medical certiHcates for clerks and menials. 

57. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI ; (a) Will the 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Dexmi'tmeni of Local Self* 
Government he pleased to state whether it is a fact that in accordance 
with the provisions of section 30 of tlie Bengal Medical Act, 1914, and 
in terms of the Government of Bengal, Financial Department (Medical), 
Besolution No. 1716 Medical, dated tlie 17th April, 1916, medical cer¬ 
tificates can he granted only by qualified medical practitioners whose 
names are home on the Annual Medical List and published by the Bengal 
Council of Medical Begistratiou ? 

(6) Is it a fact— 

(t) that the labouring classes and low-paid clerks are not able to 
pay for the services of such practitioners, in simple cases of 
illness for a day or two; 

(ti) that they do not ordinarily call in any kind of medical prac¬ 
titioner, qualified or otherwise, in such cases of illness; and 

(tit) that such labourers and clerks go in the first instance to out¬ 
door hospital dispensaries, hommopaths, kavirajes and hakims 
or depend on the charity of the allopath dispensaries? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
notice authorising aU Government, semi-Government aided institutions 
or institutions that have direct transactions with the State— 

(t) to forego a medical certificate from a qualified medical prac- 
^tioner in all cases where the person’s salary is aot over 
Bs. 100; 

(tt) to accept ordinarily all certificates given by those under whose 
actu^ treatment the person was; and 


TIm tir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJCAl (a) Section 30 

of the Bengal Kedical Act provides that no certificate required by law 
shall be valid unless the practitioner or officer granting it is duly 
registered. 

Medical certificates required by the heads of departments from non- 
gaaetted officers in superior service, are subject to the same restriction. 

(h) Glovemment have no information on these points. 

(c) In practice, except in the Secretariat, heads of departments or 
heads of Government institutions need not insist on the production of 
valid medical certificates even in the case of non-gasetted officers 
where, for example, casual leave on medical grounds is sought, and 
rarely do so in the case of menial employees. Government see no 
necessity to modify the existing procedure. 

SuttletiMfit operations at Assassuni, an area in Khulna afllioted 

with distress. 

58. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJIS (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is a fact that amins, kanuh- 
goes and other staff, numbering 400, have already arrived at Assasuni 
to commence settlement operations P 

(b) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
Government are considering the desirability of postponing the settle¬ 
ment operations in that locality P 

The Hon’Ue the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWANs (a) Settlement operations have commenced in Assasuni 
thana, but the staff does not consist of more than persons. 

(6) No. 


Vetsrinary Inspeotors. 

58L Bibu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: (a) WUl the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that, as sanctioned by the Bight Hon*ble 
the Secretary of State for India, the pay of an officer in the 
Provincial Veterinary Service of Bengal is Bs. 250—^750; 
and 

(n) whether the Bengal Civil Veterinary Inspeotors be||png to the 
cadre of the said Provincial Service since the creation of tiie 
appointments by Government of India letter to the Bight 
Hon*bIe the Secretary of State for India, No, 232, of 1907, 


(b) 11 the anawer to (a) ia iu the affirmative^ will the Hon’ble the 
hlinistor be pleaaed to atate why no effect has yet been given to the 
scale of pay referred to in (a) (t) aa regards the Veterinary Inspectors ? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating the grant of the benefit of 
the said scale to the Veterinary Inspectors and, if not, what increase of 
pay do they projwse to give ? 

(d) Is it tme that till now the said Inspectors have been granitnl 
no increase of pay or compensation in lieu thereof pending the grant of 
such increment? 

(e) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
memonals from the said Veterinoi’y Inspectors, dated the 10th February, 
1921, regarding the revision and increment of their pay have been 
received by him P 

(/) If so, whether the same have been disposed of and, if so, with 
what result? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) Yes. 

(a) (ii) No. 

(h) As the answer to (ri) (tt) is in the negative the question does 
not arise. 

(c) The answer to tho first part of the ^estion is in the negative. 
The question raised in the second part is under consideration. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The mejiiorials are still under consideration. 

Teohnioal Institute at Kanchrapara. 

60. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what progress, if any, has been made with the scheme 
for the establishment of a Technical Institute at Kanchrapara, and when 
the necessary buildings and teaching arrangements are likely to be com¬ 
pleted for the commencement of the work of regular training and 
instruction? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan BahadUCI The following arrangements have already been made in 
connection with the scheme for the establishment of a Technical 
Institute at Kanchrapara:— 

A.—A hostel for the accommodation of fifty resident Indian 
apprentices has been built at the cost Ooveroinent which 
is almost ready for occupaiioB. 



B.—A residence for an Indian Assistant Master has been built at 
Government expense and is nearly complete. 

G.—Government have agreed to purchase, for the use of the 
Technical Institute, the jiresent railway office building, but 
this cannot be handed over to Government until a new office 
building has been erected by the railway authorities. In 
the meantime classes are being held in other rooms. 

I).—A proposal for the opi>ointnient of a whole-time Assistaut 
Master for teaching the apprentices is under the consideration 
of Government. Instruction is at present being carried on by 
a part-time teacher. 

K.—A local managing committee has been appointed. 

The time required for the introduction of the complete scheme will 
depend chiefly on the financial resources available. 


Veterinary Assistants. 

81. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs (a) Will the nou’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a memorial, praying for 
a general revision and increase of their scale of pay and allowances, 
was submitted by the Veterinary Assistants of Bengal to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal some time about the middle of the year 1920? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken 'or is proposed 
to he taken on the said memorial ? 

The Hof^Ue the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) The memorials referred to were received by Govern¬ 
ment from the Veterinarv Adviser to Government on the 4th April, 
1921. 

(b) They are at prasent under consideration. 

“ Abkari ” shops. 

82, Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadurs Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of 
ahkari shops, district by district, and the revenue derived from them 
during the last three years P 


statement ehowing the number of abkari ** ehope^ dietritt by dietricf^ 
and the revenue derived from tfiem during the laet three yeare, 
referred to in the reply to unetarred question No, bfi. 
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statement siwwing the number of applicatiom for fresh licences and ihe 
number of fresh licences granted under the Arms Act for the 
poseeaeion and carrying of firearme as promised in the reply to 
unstarred question No, 64 asked by Babu Nalini Nath Roy at the 
meeting of the Council held on the 4th July^ 1921, 
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86 
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70 

62 
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24 

22 
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76 

98 

464 

Myrnensiiigh ... 


145- 

2.33 
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67 
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221 
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88 
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68 

180 
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73 
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82 

42 
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84 

82 
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46 

35 
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46 

.35 
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I2,31u 
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Motion for the adjournment of the House. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI;!. asked for leave to move an ad¬ 
journment of the Council for the purpose of discussing a matter of 
urgent importance, viz., how a recurrence of interference with business 
and traffic in the town of Calcutta such as took place on the 17th 














formal speech on the matter. The whole matter has been fully dealt 
with by His Excellency before the Council. Government means to 
maintain peace and order, and we are here to support Government in 
all its endeavours to maintain peace and order. T have not the least 
doubt that His Excellency will have the support of the House in all 
steps which Government may legitimately take to prevent a disturb- 
auce of peace and order. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; Has anybody any objection to this 
motion being discussed P 

No objection being taken, the Deputy-Pi'esident fixed 5 o*clock for 
the discussion of the motion. 

Government Bills. 

The Bengal Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1921, 

The Hon’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: This is a matter which I hope tlie 
Council will have no difficulty in passing as a non-controversial 
mea8ui*e. The Council will remember that when the Primary Education 
Bill was passed into law, the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919, was not on the Statute Book. Eor that reason the words ** or the 
Union Board ” was not included in the Act. This short Act only 
intends the inclusion of Village Union Boards in the Primary Education 
Act. Section 2 is the only substantive section. We ask that in 
section 1 of the Bengal Primary Education Act, 1919, after the words 
and figures “ the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1885,** the words 
and figures or under section 5 of the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, 1918,** be added; and after the words “ the Union Committee,*’ 
the words “ or the Union Board ’*, he added. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

The HoiPMe Mr. P. G. MITTER moved that the Bill he taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hofl’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER moved that the Bill he passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Aerial Ropeways BiH, 1921. 

The Hon’Me the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALl CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; I beg to move that permission be given to introduce the 
Aerial Bopeways Bill, 1921. 

The reasons for the introduction of this Bill are as follows. The 


Government any kind of control over ropeways is the Ijand Acquisition 
Act, since, under that Act, Government would have.to decide that any 
jiroposed ropeway was necessary for a public puipose before the provi- * 
(tions of the Act could be applied. Even aa regards construction this 
would appear to afford an inadequate degree of control, since it is pos* 
sibio that the promoters might acquire land necessary for the purpose 
of a ropeway by private negotiation, while, as regards working, the 
existing legislation affords no control. In these circumstances it 
appears that the time has aiTived to frame an Act on the lines of the 
existing Kailway Act for the control of ropeways. At first sight it 
might api)ear that a ropeway is more akin to a tramway than a rail¬ 
way, and for this reason the proposed Act might have preferably 
followed the lines of the Tramways Act; but it is considered that for 
the following reasons ropeways are more likely to resemble railways 
in the purpose for which they will be constructed, and in the /ictiml 
work wliicb they will have to i)ei*foim. Ko]>eway8 are likely to be 
constructed primarily for the conveyance of goods; the carriage of pas¬ 
sengers, if undertaken at all, being subsidiary to this line of business. 
They will also as a general lule be constructed with a view to connec¬ 
ting towns, villages and other centres of production with railway 
stations, or with centres from which other means of tiunsport aie avail¬ 
able. Ropeways will not in ordinary circumstances lie within the 
limits of a single municipality. 

In accordance with the original decision that there should preferably 
be an All-India Act for the Government control of ropeways a Bill 
was drafted hy the Railway Board; it incorporates the points which the 
Railway Board considered necessary to provide adequate administrative 
control over the working of ropeways. The position of the Govern¬ 
ment of India in the matter of ropeways has, however, been modified 
by the Reforms Act. Under the division of functions, ropeways 
which are not of military importance become a provincial transferred 
subject and are not, therefore, subject to the jurisdiction of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. In consequence of the altered situation, and in view of 
the recent transfer to local Governments of the control of ropeways, 
the Government of India are of opinion that the necessary legislation 
on the subject should now be undertaken by the individual local G<»v- 
emraents interested. In accordance with these views a copy of the 
bill drafted by the Railway Board was asked for and the instructions 
of the Railway Board regarding modifications in their draft Bill were 
incorporated in the Bengal Aerial Ropeways Bill now before the 
Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

Tfw Bengal Children Bill. 


taken into consideration, be postponed till the January session. I atn 
sorry to have to adopt this course inasmucb as this measure has been 
already very much delayed. It was under consideration ol the Ooyern> 
ment for the last 7 or 8 years and we thought that it was at last 
time, that it should be passed, but unfortunately, we find, that a Tery 
large number of amendments, as many as 193, haye been put in. Of 
these about 22 or 24 which are of a substantial character require the 
preyious sanction of the Government of India before they can be taken 
into consideration at all. This is by reason of section 80A (3) of tiie 
Government of India Act which says— 

The local liegislattire of any province may not, without the previous sanction of 
the Govemor-Oenoral, make or take into consideration any law regulating any cen- 
tral subjects or altering or repealing the provisions of any law which having beon 
made befpre the commencement of the Government of India Act, 1919, by any 
authority in British India other than that local Legislature, is declared by rules 
under this Act to be a law which cannot be repealed or altered by the local liCgis- 
Jature without previous sanction.. 

In Schedule I of the Devolution Kule we. find that the Central sub¬ 
jects include all criminal law including criminal procedure, and in 
tScbedule II we fi^d that the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure are laws which cannot be altered in any way without the 
previous sanction of the Govenimeut of India. These amendments have 
been put in very lute and we bad a great deal to do to have them in 
order and to see which of these amendments required the previous 
sanction of the Government of India, and which not. We have been 
able to go through them now and we find that about 22 or 24 or them 
require their sanction. Of course, one course that might have been 
open to us was to refuse to allow these amendments to be moved on the 
ground that they had not been sent in time to enable us to obtain the 
sanction of the Government of India, but it strikes us as possible that 
many members might not have known that these amendments required 
the previous sanction of the Government of India and I thought that 
it would not he right to shut them out from discussion especially as 
some of them might have the effect of improving the Bill. It is to be 
regretted that the Bill, after it has been passed by the Select Com¬ 
mittee and after the report has been so long before ike public, should 
have to be postponed again. The Bill has elicited considerable 
interest and if I am not mistaken, the public are anxious that it 
should be taken into consideration as early as possible and be passed 
into law. However, as matters stand I have to ask that the motion may 
stand over till the next sitting of the Council so that we may hear from 
the Government of India in time as to which of these amendmlents 
would be sanctioned by them. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I ask the permission of the Council ■ 


postponement of the consideration of this Bill to suit the conyenienee 
of the members of this Council as the proyisions of section 80A (3) of 
the Oovemment of India Act do not appear to be fully understood by 
the members. The report of the Select Committee on this Bill was 
placed in the hands of the members on August 29th. For more than 
two months after that, no motiop for amendment was sent to the 
•Legislatiye Department. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May I rise to a point of order? la it open to 
the Chair to giye expression to an opinion regarding the adjournment 
that has been prayed for ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: That is a cHticism of the Chair and 
not a point of order. 

It is not regarding the adjournment but about the procedure which 
will have to he followed by the Members of this Council with referencje 
to the sending in of amendments. I would ask the Members to take 
due steps in future in the case of any amendnients which may requii'e 
the previous sanction of the Government of India to send in notice 
of the amendment in time to get the previous sanction of the Govern- 
ment of India. Unless such previous sanction is obtained, the amend¬ 
ment is out of order and cannot be moved in the Council. It is 
unreasonable to ask the Governor-Geineral, who has to deal with the 
legislation of many Provinces, to take up and examine and sanction a 
large number of amendments without time for projier scrutiny. When 
members themselves have had ample time to put them in in time for 
examination and have failed to do so, the Chair will have no option 
hut to disallow such amendmenis before sanction is obtained to their 
being moved. 


Motion for the adjournment of the House. 

The » Hartal ” of the 17th November in CalcutU, 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It is now time to take up Sir 
Asiitosh Chaudhuri's motion ** that the House do now adjourn.*' 

The matter for discussion is as follows:—How the recurrence of inter¬ 
ference with business and traffic in the town of Calcutta suc^h as look 
place on the 17th instant may be prevented. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: I move that the House do now 
mljotim. 

I have already said that after His Excellency's speech to-day» there 
is nothing more for me to say bn the subject. Calcutta was anxious to 
know what was going to be done. Unlawful interference with business 


with i-egard to the action which the Government intend takin^^ or has 
taken to see that peace and order are not disturbed. So far as that 
is concerned, the House is here to support the Goveniment to main* 
tain ])eace and order. I have not the least doubt that His Excellency 
will have the support of every one here with legard to all legitimate 
methods adopted for preserving and order and for safeguarding 

the liberty and privileges of the subject. After His Excellency's* 
speech it is unnecessary to proceed with my motion, and I intend to 
withdraw it. I understand, however, that some members intend to 
speak on the subject and after they have done so, 1 shall withdraw the 
motion. 

Mauivi MAHAMMAD MADA 88 UR HU 88 AIN 3 I rise to a point of 
order. If the menil>er has decided to w'ithdraw the motion other 
members should not be allowed to siwak. 

The DEPUTY-PRE 8 IOENT: The discussion may l>e taken up by 
other members and tbe motion (‘annot be withdrawn except by leave of 
the House. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: The thing that has come up before us 
has come up all on a sudden and we have not had the opportunity of 
going through all the details in order to arrive at a proper coiiclu* 
sion and in order to find out to whui extent we should lend our support 
to Government. While we know that thci'e wa.s lawle.ssness, from Uie 
pa]iers we understand that thei'e W'as lawlessness on both sides. But 
if we are to give unbridled authority to pei’sons, it is quite likely that 
that authority may be at times abused to the detriment of i>ublic interest 
and safety of tbe public and as such 1 should think that instead of dls* 
cussing i^ in hot haste, we should have it iMstponed for a cluy in order 
to find out the best line we should all take in this matter. We know 
that difficulties have arisen out of varioiis causes and there is not one 
here who would not like that those causes should be removed. That 
seems to roe the first step which the Government ought to take in this 
matter and after that if there were to be lawlessness, or anything of 
the sort, the whole c^ountry will be at the back of tbe Government. 
So, I should think that the Icoi'ned mover should give us some oppor¬ 
tunity of considering the matter and it would be better if be would 
agree to the postponement of the motion till to-morrow. 

Tho DEPllTY>PRE 8 iDENT! It is a matter of urgent public import¬ 
ance and I do not think I can postpone it. Leave was granted only 
this aftei’noon because members wera anxious to discuss it this evening. 

Mfi Ri Ml WAT80M-8MYTHS I do not propose to take up the time 
of the Council at any length in supporting this motion. My object is 



in this 'City, and to protect those whose personal liberty of action ^ 
threatened by illegal organizations. I welcome this motion as an 
opportunity for loyal subjects to declare their sentiments. 

It is not necessary for me even to touch on the history of the last 
few months, and the rise to power of the Kon-co*opeiution and Khila* 
fat organizations, culminating in what may be called the debacle of 
Thursday last. Ijet it suffice to say that we have all watched it with 
apprehension, that we were lulled into security by the assurances that 
the higher authorities had the matter well in hand, and that we are all 
bitterly ashamed of what happened when the crisis came. Nothing in 
the history of Calcutta for many years lias stiired popular feeling to the 
extent which Thursday’s Jiarial stirred it. Public opinion demands 
that nothing should he left undone and untried to mot out these illegal 
organizations, and to restore Ute Government of this ('ity to the hands 
of those who ore recognized by Law. 

The object of this motion, as I see it, is not to criticize. It is no 
use trying to apportion blame for what has been done, or left undone 
ill the past, and which has resulted in the present state of things. We 
(^unot however fail to be filled with a mixture of two emotions—^indig¬ 
nation and pity. Indignation at a policy, which initiated thousands 
of miles from the centre of the trouble, has caused the pmsent crisis 
to lie possible, and pity for the victinis of that poli<\v, especially the 
Police who are sent out unarmed and uiisuptx)i*ted to face a howling 
mob, to be mutilated by brickbats and beaten to death by openly avowed 
revolutionists, in alliance with the scum of the Calcutta slums. 

1 said ** ojienly avowed revolutionists ” and that, Sir, is the cmx 
of the whole position. On the day after Thursday’s hartal^ one of the 
best known of the extremist paiiers wrote with satisfaction that even if 
G(»vei*nmeut refuse to realize it, it was patent to all that Thursday’s 
hartal was revolution. In this we nil thoroughly agree. Itevolution 
was indeed writ large over all Thursday’s proceedings. Revolution is 
wluit these things mean, and as revolution they must be dealt with. 
Por months, aye for years past, the public have l>een urged to be 
patient, and recently even in the highest quarters we have been told thnt 
the revolutionary movement is dying out, and we are invited to wit¬ 
ness the fruits of this policy of patience. On Thuraday last we did 
indeed taste these fruits, and we want no more of it. The steps which 
Government propose to take, and which have been so strongly out¬ 
lined by His Excellency, are only those which are necessary to put 
down these organizations. If they are not put down, the real Govern¬ 
ment of this country will most assuredly change hands as it did tem¬ 
porarily last Thursday, and this Legislative Council itself will become 
a farce. It is hardly necessary to emphasise that all loyal and law- 
abiding subjects will support the Government in every action they ^ 


Europeans, I say, if our serrices are required, we will ^hesitatingly 
and unconditionally pdace them at His Excellency’s disposal. 

Mri Hi Ai STARK: I think we all agree that we are faced this even¬ 
ing with a difficulty which cannot he said to have been sprung upon us. 
The trouble has been in our midst lor sometime, and I cannot conceive 
of anybody who has not had his thought compelled to consider what 
steps may be taken to combat the evil. Nothing much 1 think is 
required of this Council except to endorse what His Excellency the 
Governor said here, and to assure the Government of our entire, whole¬ 
hearted and energetic support in any action that they might take to 
meet the position which has been forced upon them. One cannot help 
recalling an expression, rather an apothegm of Hilton—“ When evil 
men unite, good men must combine.” This is what we are called 
upon to do. As law-abiding citizens and true, we feel it our duty to 
8 Upix>vt the measures which are about to be taken to suppress the 
anarchy that is rampant among us. Speaking on behalf of the com¬ 
munity to which I belong, I am glad to be able to assure the Govern¬ 
ment, that they will stand by Goveinment to a man. Indeed that there 
are a very large mimber of i>eople in this Province—almost the whole 
of lieiigal—^who are ready to range themselves on the side of Govern¬ 
ment in any measures that might be taxen. The services of my com¬ 
munity are at the disposal of Government. 

Dr. HA 88 AN 8 UHRAWARDY: In this ensis I feel it is the duty 
of tliis Council and of every law-abiding citizen to support the Govern¬ 
ment in all its legitimate efforts in maintaining law and order. Tiet 
the unanimous voice go forth from this Council which will reach right 
into the heart of the country. In the words of His Excellency let no 
one sit qp the fence any longer. liet us hope that a definite and peace¬ 
ful step will be taken and the Government in its turn will no longer 
sit on the fence. The present circumstances have resulted in making 
the imsiiion of the law-abiding population one of delicacy and difficulty. 
The evil can, if no check is put upon it now, and will, grow to fearful 
proportions. The Persian poet says [here the "speaker quoted from a 
Persian book of poems]. That is to say, it means that a small plant whicli 
has taken root just now can be pulled out with ease; hut if it is 
allowed to grow for some time, it will require the strength of an ele¬ 
phant to dislodge it from the soil. A small stem which takes its roots 
into the dust to-day will become irresistible with potentialities of sap¬ 
ping the foundation of an empire if allowed to grow on. 

B 181 U NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: As a representative of the 
town of Howrah where very recently a riot took place, I feel it my duty 
to say a few words. I sent notice of a motion for adjournment, hut 
as the matter is judice my motion was not admitted. 


whicH ^ve at last culminated into a riot. It is on tHe 17th Novem¬ 
ber when the great leader expressed his regret that the Government 
began to take action. I think it is the duty of every law-abiding 
person—every one of us—to assure the Government of our sincere help 
in restoring law and order on legitimate grounds; but beyond this there 
is one thing which the Govemment may be pleased to consider. The 
root cause of all this is the economic distress of the country. The 
country consists of a large number of middle class men, and there is a 
general dissatisfaction among them on account of this economic dis¬ 
tress. Before this economic condition came into being, these people 
were always on the side of Government, hut for some reason or other 
they came to hold themselves aloof. They were also afraid that they 
might not get sufficient help from Government even if they wanted 
to co-operate with Governmentthe act of restoring peace and order. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: There is no denying the fact that 
a serious situation has sprung up. It was only the other day that we 
witnessed the spectacle of the whole city of Calcutta intimidated and 
its peaceful citizens—most law-abiding citizens—^forcibly prevented from 
attending to their duty. Let the Government of Bengal know that in 
all measures that it might take it will hare the whole-hearted symi)athy 
of the Council. But at the same timey I venture to think that Govern¬ 
ment will consider the feelings of the people of the country befoi'e 
deciding on any iinal measure to ease the situation. Let not the mea¬ 
sure be one of repression; all other kinds of propaganda will have the 
whole-heai'ted sympathy of this Council. 

With these words I beg to support the adjourament. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: We are grateful to Sir 
Asutosh for 'affording us an opportunity to discuss the policy of the 
Government in this matter. It goes witliout saying that 'every one 
who is for peace and ordei' would support the Government in all 
that is required of them to suppress disorder and crime. But, Sir, at 
the same time, as a nationalist, and as a representative of the people 
in this Council, I must say that nothing should be done in a paT)i(\ 
Nothing should be done which would unduly interfere with our right 
as a citissen of a civilized country. In our desire to suppress disorder 
and crime we should be very careful that we do nut launch in an era 
of double-edged repression. Let not the so-called Goonda l^j ** be 
replaced by a terrible ** Gurkha Baj.** Sir, I do hope that in all that 
is dose in this connection the Government should not only consult its« 
hut also the representative non-officials even if they might hold 
extreme political views. 

Mr. H. BARTON S My colleague, Mr. Stark, has already given expres¬ 
sion to hia views and I heartily suppori all that he has said. Without 


question befoi-e us so clearly that no words of ours could add any 
greater force to what His Excellency has already told us. We have to 
face the facts; as they are. These facts are that attempts are being 
made by certain people to defy the Government of this province. We, 
as members of this Council, forming a part of the Government, dare not 
allow it to go any further. Speaking for my own community I wish 
to say that the Government ran always rely upon our ranging ourselves 
on the side of law and good order and anything that Govern- 
ment may see fit to require of us. 1 am prepared to say that my com¬ 
munity is ready to res^x)nd to any call that Govempient might make 
on it. Of course there will be other views before the Council but this 
is not the time to consider anything outside the x>osition as it really is 
to-day, but whether or not drastic measures are necessary to put a stop 
to it before it goes any further. No measure at this juncture can be 
considered too drastic in order to bring back normal conditions. 1 
should like to say something about the unenviable position in which 
we find the jiolice force. In this respect, I think the time has come 
vhen the police should be given a free hand. The police force should 
be protected, against being made targets of, assaulted and treated in 
the manner in which they have been, and it is time for the Council 
to consider whether or not the police force should be given a free hand 
ns the only means of securing peace for this city. T support the 
views expressed by the previous speakera in regard to any measures 
that may be found necessary to give effect to the wishes of His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Government will 
have to decide l>efore long what policy to adopt at the present junc¬ 
ture. There are two courses open: relying upon ite might, secur© ill 
tlie fact of its omnipotence and vast organisation, it may adopt towards 
the people a policy of repression; or it may approach the whole 
question in a sympathetic manner anxious to allay the fever of unrest 
and discontent befoi-e it finally resort-s to violent measures. Let not 
Government sit idle and allow events to take their course and then on 
the plea of preserving peace and order resort to violence and demons¬ 
trate to an exasperated and humiliated body of people tbeir weakness 
and their helplessness. To our mind the primary duty of Government 
is not so much to preserve order ns to create conditions so that the 
people do not feel inclined to agitate or expiess their views in a violent 
manner. The meml^er repi’esenting the Chamber of Commerce is not 
aware of the fact that this agitation is not confined merely to the 
scum of Calcutta hht is fiung far and wide and effects millions of our 
countrymen, millions of our brothers and sisters. But matters no 
doubt have gone too far, and the legitimate measures of the GOTem- 
ment to suppress lawlessness and disorder have alvrays had and must 
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the measures. Government must, stoop to understand the people* 
and then only will the people respond to the measures. Government 
must not suppress legitimate organisations and legitimate avenues of 
expressing the agitated feelings of the people, and they must not 
resort to too much violence. It is easy enough to arm the police; it 
is easy enough to take away the lives of the unarmed people; but we 
have found to our bitter experience that the police do not know how 
to use arms and when' to use aj'ms. We are appalled at the sentences 
which have been possed upon the iioii-co-oiierators; we have been 
appolled at the treatment meted out to the ])olitical prisohers; we are 
appalled at the way that the police have hiushed and shot the unarmed 
and helpless masses. On the other hand, the (leople—^the non-co¬ 
operating section of the i>eople—did not move. Again I say that in spite 
of the attempts of the police* on the 17th of this month to provoke 
the populace to fury—the results of which, if it had occurred, can 
better be imagined than described—the people remained quiet. Do 
not, I say, excite the people and then rush on them with your aim- 
oured cars, bayonets, your machine-guns and soldiers, and ti*y to allay 
the fury which you yourself have aroused. Do not refuse to give to 
India what is her right. The question of Khilafat for which the 
Muhammadans- 

Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: T call Uie member to order. The 
matter for discussion is to the effect ns to how the recurrence of 
interference with the business and traffic in the town of Calcutta such 
as took place on the 17th of this month may be prevented. That is 
the matter befoi'e the House. The question of the Khilafat is not 
before us. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to submit that 
what I have stated strikes at the root of it. The Government rights 
wrongs, and I ask the Governmeiii to right nil those things which have 
initiated the present impasse so that they might he prevented once and 
for all. Ijet the Government of Bengal represent to the Government 
of India, and let tliat Government represent to the Home Government 
in England- 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR: Order, order; that cannot be discussed. 

Tba DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT! That is not the question before the 

House. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I was merely suggest¬ 
ing a remedy for preventing these evils and I believe the resolution 
is with reference to wbat is to be done to secure that end. 

ThS DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT1 But the matter before the House is 


Mr, HUSEYN 8HAHECD 8UHRAWARDY; Let Uie Caliph rule 
once more in Conetantinople-^^ 

The HOft’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: I rise tu a ijuint of order. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I 1h>w to the Deputy- 
I’l'esideiit’s ruling. Perhaps the Qovernmeut ai*^ not aware of the fact 
that it is their duty to heal the desperate feelings of the people of Ben¬ 
gal which this movement has caused, and if Government can root out 
this piesent discontent, they will have the eternal gratitude of the 
party of co-operators. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs The question before the 
House, to my mind, raises a question of i)olicy which is not only applic¬ 
able to the metropolis but also to the mufassal under similar 
circumstances. Though 1 c-ome from distant district, I am equally 
and vitally interested in the proper solution of the question that has 
been inised. To my mind, instead of doing certain patch work in the 
shape of repressive measui'es, which perhaps underlies the idea of 
strengthening the hands of Government for the purpose of prevent¬ 
ing the recurrence of things raised in this motion, we ought to go a 
little deeper. Why don’t we discuss the root cause of this hartal? 
What is it that has led an important section, a powerful section of the 
peo])le, to lord it over, and, at any rate in tlie heart of the metropolis, 
to do things which are not palatable to the law-abiding citizens? Why 
do not you find out the remedy? If you can diagnose the causes, 
certainly there would be a remedy forthcoming; you will be able to 
know what should be the guiding policy in the matter. I have 
had experience of this sort of things for a pretty long time. In Ghiita- 
gong, hartals are very common and are always petty. Personnlly, I have 
been subjected to many inconveniences there, hut at the same time I have 
found out that instead of really trying to oppose these things, if you some¬ 
times allow the excesses of a certain party to go on, these very excesses 
themselves will estiange the feelings of the saner section of the people. 
With the advice of a certain political leader, at whose feet I learnt many 
things, I micceeded in gathering round and rallying perhaps the strongest 
section in my district. At the same time it is regretahle—^I will not 
mention any pai-iiculnr event—that sometimes some indiscretion on the 
part of the authorities the whole thing gets deranged. Therefore the 
policy which ought to guide Government in these circamstanoes 
should be carefully discussed and devised. It is not the repressive 
measures that will do, neither will too much patience on the part of 
Government do. Instead of adopting repressive measnrea—^neasures 


JJahadur or otherwise—we, who want to co-operate with GoTemment, 
should find out which is the best way to cope with the situation and 
remoTe the real cause of discontent and irritation of the people. 

Btfni NIRODE SENARY MULLICK: I^e situation has been 
closely analysed by seTeral speakers and I do not think that any words 
of mine are necessary to ^ive a fuller account of it. I have a feel¬ 
ing in my mind that •'the policy ushered by Lord Chelmsford is 
not a sufficient or an equitable policy. The present movement of non- 
co-operation is fast getting beyond the limits of non-violence although 
the leaders pretended that it was not. It is apparent as Mr. Gandhi 
himself admits that it is becoming* more and more violent. I there¬ 
fore congratulate the Government on its readiness to take action— 
although at too late an hour—to bring the situation in hand. Freedom 
of speech and liberty of the individual tixe the precious heritages of 
every individual associated with the self-governing countries. 1 would 
simply ask the non-co-operators: ** Does their movement guarantee all 
these?’* If it does not, I do not see why I should be called upon to 
part with these precious rights. 

Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: At the very outset, 
I must mention that T disagree with my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
when he said that the primary business of the State is not to keep 
peace and order and I also disagree with Mr. Barton when he said 
that no measure can be too drastic io put a stop to the present 
condition of things. Extremism on both sides must be avoided. His 
Excellency the Governor has called upon the members of this Council 
to induce their constables to stand against lawlessness. So far as my 
constituency is concerned it must have been plain to every body that 
the pleaders, teachers and other graduates of the province the great 
majority of them did not take any part in the events of the 17th of 
this month. The educated community of this country is surely for 
peace and order. Their education however casts a responsibili^ upon 
them, and that responsibility is that they should exert their influence 
to protect their less informed countrymen from being oppressed and 
hardly dealt with. They are grieved to find that their countrymen are 
shot by hundreds hy bullets. They are equally grieved to find that the 
guardians of peace are battered to death. This state of things has been 
brought about by many circumstances. I do not for one moment agree 
with my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, that Khilafat is the cry for Bengal at 
least. What have we to do vrith the Caliph at Constantinople? What 
have Bengal Muhammadans to do with the Khilafat at Constantinople? 
(Several voices: Order, order.) 

Tlw DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: The member is not entitled, ip make 
any references in that connection* 



Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am sorry 
indeed that Sir AsutoeK Ohaudlinri thought it fit to bring this ques- 
tion before the Council and to raise the feelings which ought not to 
have-been raised. I was going to tell you that this state of things 
has been brought about not by the Khilafat alone, but by many other 
causes—by the economic conditions and by the national aspirations of 
the people for higher dignity, for higher powers and for a higher place 
in the commcmwealth of the nations. Therefore, the educated com* 
munity to a certain degree, no doubt, sympathise with the efforts, 
misguided though they might be, which might lead to the improve¬ 
ment of their condition. That sympathy is quite natural, and I will 
not be false to myself if I say that that sympathy is not felt by me. 
But at the same time I must say that the country must be kept quiet. 

I do not believe for one moment that the Government is not able, with 
the law as it now stands and with the resources at its command, to 
keep order. Though His Excellency has said that he shall take 
drasti^c measures, I do not think that such measures are justified. The 
summary laws, the Bowlatt Act and others which were passed in a 
state of panic have all been repealed and therefore I eay that more 
drastic measures are not necessary but peace and order must be pre¬ 
served. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think there cannot be two 
opinions with regard to the motion of Sir Asutosh Chaudlniri. To 
put a stop to tratfic, to put to inconvenience people and the travelling 
public, to inconvenience women and children by stoppiug vehicular 
traffic is a serious matter and must be deplored by all. Is this the 
way in which we are to keep the peace and order of the country? The 
non-co-operators should not have interfered in these matters. Peo^de 
should not have been interfered within their peaceful avocations. They 
were put to all sorts of indignities. Is this a sample of non-violent . 
non-co-operation? The Rai Bahadur says that his constituency, t.e., 
the educated people, are not with them. But one ought not to mince 
matters. We ought to realise the gravity of the situation. There are' 
are many graduate non-co-operators in the mufassal. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: 1 do not think 
they are more than 26 per cent. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: It may be 25 per cent, or moie 
but there was a complete liartal on the 17th. It is the educated 
people who took part in closing the shops and not the hooligans—nor 
the Ehilafatists alone who are solely responsible for this grave situa' 
tion. Picketing was done mostly hy educated people and hooligans 
and we ought not to mince matters in this way. We ought to admit 


powdrleflfl to olieek their excesses. Had they any cosirol OTer the 
nnmly element—such outbursts of racial animosity as* occurred in 
Bombay would not haye been possible. Even Ifr. Gandhi could not 
prevent the hooligans of Bombay from inflicting such indignities and 
outrages on peaceful citizens. I think therefore it is the bounds 
duty of every one—educated and uneducated—that peace and order 
should be preserved everywhere—in this great city as also in the 
mufassal district towns; and with regard to this there cannot be two 
opinions. 1 am confident that the whole House will whole-heartedly 
support Government in their measures for restoring peace and order. 

Bibu 8URENDRA HATH MALLIK: I consider that this dis¬ 
cussion should not have been invited. It would naturally take away 
much from the effect of His Excellency’s forcible observations and par- 
ticxilarly that part of it where he appealed to those concerned to 
stop, consider and realise the effects of lawlessness if it comes to stay. 
There can be no doubt that it is the duty of every good and law- 
abiding citizen to join Government in its efforts to put down high¬ 
handedness and rowdyism. I would certainly associate myself with all 
such steps which the Government might be advised to take in order 
to attain that object, when things in this country are really so serious 
that it is required that steps should ^ taken in that behalf. I do not 
like to discuss political theories now, and this is not the occasion 
for it. The question now before us is whether we should effectively 
stop rowdjrism or lawlessness. So far as that question is concerned, 
there is not the slightest doubt that every good and honest citizen and 
every person who wishes to live peacefully does desire that this state 
of things should be put an end to. This is not a question of Ehilafat 
or any other political creed and that must be clearly and distinctly 
understood. There is no question of party in this matter at all. Dis¬ 
order is bad, bad for Hindus, bad for Muhammadans, bad for Euro¬ 
peans, bad for everybody, bad for men, bad for women, bad for my 
mother, bad for my wife and bad for my children. It must be stopped 
and there is no question about that. But what I fear is that as soon 
as steps are taken in this behalf there is every likelihood of 
oppression being committed in no time in the name of stopping hooli¬ 
ganism by over-zealous officers anixous to make a name. True it is 
that it is absolutely necessary to suppress hooliganism, but there is a 
great apprehension that when once on the move many things are likely 
to be done in the name of law and ^ order, the real objective of 
which is to check the legitimate expression of views and honest criti¬ 
cisms on Government policies at public meetings or otherwisev Put 
down hooliganism by any means and in every way—every good citizen 
will welcome it, but do not try to smother legitimate expression of 
national aspirations or national ambitions in words or acts on the part 
of the people by repressive measures, for in that case you would lead 



who can support the policy enunciated by my esteemed friend, 
-JCr. Barton, and his policy is, I take it, that the police should he given 
a free hand. I congratulate Mr. Barton on the fact that he is a Buro- 
peaii, white-^nned, the police would not therefore touch him. He 
can afford to say that; hut I am a dark-skinned child of the soil, and 
I cannot afford to say that. This ! strongly protest against, as it is 
an idea which is in the highest degree mischievous and fraught with 
all possible danger. The latest instances of that are to he seen in 
what the police did in the riots which occurred at Kalighat and 
Howrah. I need not go into the merits of these cases. I do not for 
a moment consider or ask you to consider as to whether they were 
right. The highest authorities have said that we always take it that 
the Government and the police are wrong. I take it upon myself to 
say that when I have positive facts to show that I am right, as I 
succeeded in showing some time ago in connection with some other 
matter, I am not prepared at the present moment to say that with 
regard to Kalighat or Howrah, as I have not got all such facts in my 
possession. Bnt this outstanding fact remains that shooting was 
resorted to in both those cases by the police. I am not one of those 
who are even prepared to say that on no occasion should the police 
shoot. Being a lawyer I am free to s^mit that there may be occa¬ 
sions when the police can do nothing hut shoot in order to repel an 
illegal force hy legally and lawfully constituted force to give protec¬ 
tion to people who require such protection—that is absolutely certain. 
But I do say, that this irresponsible use of firearms cannot be sufficiently 
denounced and in these two instances nobody took upon bimself the 
responsibility of saying that he gave the order to fire. 

The Hoii*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I rise to a point of order. 
Are we discussing the merits of the occurrences at Howrah on the 4th 
October or the merits of the occurrence on the 17th of November P 

The DEPUTY»PRE8IDENT: The matter before the House is to the 
effect: how the recurrence of the interference with public business and 
traffic snob as took place on the 17tb of November may be prevented. 
It has nothing to do with the occurrences at Howrah or at Kalighat. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK" Does it preclude me from 
referring to anything that happened previous to the 17^ either on this 
side of Calcutta or on tiie other side of the river? ITnder what rule has 
the objection been taken by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that while 
speaking on the incidence of the 17th at Calcutta, I am debarred from 
referring to anything that happened previous to that day or on aimilftv 
occasions. When one hon’ble member has suggested that the poUoe 
should he given a free hand and when I say that the police ought not 


The DEPUTY-PREUDENTs The only question before the House 
is bow to put a stop to the, recurrence of the interference with publics 
business and traffic in Calcutta and we bave nothing to do with the 
Kaligbat and Howrah incidents. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs I will not refer to these 
incidents by taking the names of ** Ealighat ” and Howrah.’* I 
would only say that in the history of some recent incidents the out¬ 
standing fact remains that the police officers had not the moral courage 
of taking upon themselves the responsibility of saying that they had 
given the order to fire. This is not the case in which the Indian police 
were concerned but the Etiropean police did it in Calcutta and Howrah. 

The Hon-Ue Sir HENRY WHEELERS The hon’ble member is con¬ 
tinuing his arguments about tiie incidents at Ealighat and Howrah. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: European poUoe did it 
somewhere and although they did it nobody had the courage to come 
out and say that he did it. Nobody has taken upon himself the respon¬ 
sibility of saying that under his orders the fire was opened. ‘ After all 
this I) on behalf of the people who have sent me here, am bound to 
protest against any sucb enunciation of sucb a dangerous policy as that 
of giving the police a free hand (hear, hear). The police does not 
deserve it anywhere in the world, not certainly at least in India, and I 
am not prepared to endorse tliis policy. My humble submission to you 
is thig ; by all means control hooliganism, but control hooliganism and 
police both with a strong hand and there the safety lies. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs It seems a pity that we have been 
asked to give our opinion with reference to an occurrence which took 
place in Calcutta on the 17th instant. I say it is a pity because 
although I happened to be in Calcutta I frankly confess that I have not 
been able to make up my mind as to how much of the stoppage of the 
traffic and stoppage of work was spontaneous and how much oi it was 
brought about by intimidation. I questioned a very large number of 
people and many oi them said that they willingly observed the harial 
because of the- hukvm of Mr. Gandhi and they were not inclined to dis¬ 
obey it. They also said that unless they closed their shops their 
property would be looted and destroyed. For this reason I have npt 
been able to form an opinion as to whether the actual stoppage of busi¬ 
ness, namely, the complete hartal as was observed that day, was the 
result of intimidation. Now there is no question that every sane 
individual desires that we must preserve law and order. Law and order 
must he preserved and hooliganism must be crushed. But I fail to see 
how, if Ihree-fourths of Calcutta were to close their shops and to refuse 
to run taxis or ticca^gharrieSf coercive measures would be of avail to 


to supiport Goyernment in the measures whioli Goyemment miglit think 
fit to adopt. If coercion is necessary I am sure eyery one of us will 
rise and support the Goyernment. But as it often happens the Goyem- 
ment may think that in a particular matter a particular measure of 
coercion is necessary, whBe others may reasonably think that such 
measure is drastic and unnecessary. Therefore, I for myself cannot say 
that I will support every measure of coercion which Government might 
choose to adopt, but I do certainly say that peace and order in C^outta 
and in Bengal has to be preserved. Unfortunately this non-co-opera¬ 
tion movement has ceased to be non-violent. If that movement had 
been confined within the limits of non-violence, it would have been well 
but unfortunately there have been cases where the principle of personal 
liberty has been grossly infringed. I am of opinion that the principle 
of compulsion is a very mischievous doctrine of non-co-operation if it 
is one of its doctrines. Mr. Gandhi has denied it, but his followers 
apparently seem to think—whether you are non-co-operatcws or not—you 
have got to obey their order even against your own wishes. That 
seems to be a very mischievous doctrine. The question I desire to ask 
is—^what are we to do if on the occasion of the Princess visit to Cal¬ 
cutta the non-co-operators celebrate the hartal on the 24th December, 
and how is that to be prevented P If three-fourths of Calcutta unreason¬ 
ably, as I say, were to observe hartal on that date and close their shops 
and stop all traffic, how will coercive measures help us ? That seems to 
me to be the real difficulty. I am willing to support Government in 
any measure for the purjrose of securing peace and order, but I do not 
think it advisable to get rid of the tyranny of Mr. Gandhi and come 
under the tyranny of Gurkhas, as has been well said by a member of 
this Council. 

Mr, KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: As a represents, 
tive of the working classes I have talked this hartal matter over with 
many Jute Mill Sirdars, to ascertain the workmen*8 attitude towards 
acts of intimidation openly practised last Thursday. The Jute Mill 
coolies have been led astray and used as pawns by Khilafat workers on 
Thursday. There is now a real feeling of repentance among them that 
they lost their day’s wages for joining a tamasha in which they had no 
real interest. They were practically coerced to take part in proceed¬ 
ings which in their heart of hearts they knew to be uo good to any one. 

I therefore appeal to the public and to the Government not to be carried 
away by panic but devise cool and calculating measures to wipe out 
the hooliganism of the city and reassure the public. I talked this 
matter over with a Khilafat leader about this hartal and pointed out the 
tremendous loss in wages to the poor working men. He said that 
hattal was a training for a national strike that is coming later on. I 


will be tbe fate of the industrial workers when British capital is with¬ 
drawn. He said that they will take to the ploug^h and till the soil and 
he eyentually confessed that workmen are meant to suffer. That is the 
attitude of the leaders of the hartal movement and sooner the workmen 
realise it the better would be their fate and they would discard them as 
enemies in the garb of friends and benefactors. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I am 

sorry to oppose the adjournment of the House for the discussion of the 
hartal of the 17th instant. No information has been given to this 
House of any occurrence of any violent action on the part of the volun¬ 
teers. As for mys^f, I know the hartal has been entirely voluntary, 
and it was not brought about by any violence. I am going to oppose 
the speech made by my friend, lUEr. Barton, who proposed that the police 
should be given a free hand. I know that if this policy be adopted, it 
will only lead to more serious results. With these words I protest 
against the motion for adjournment of this House. 

Mfi 8YED MA8IM ALIS I have listened to the various speeches of 
the various members of this Council, but as far as I have been able 
to gather, 1 find there is absolutely no difference of opinion on the 
question that law and order must be maintained. Some of them 
naturally differed as to what measures should be adopted. Some members 
have suggested that we should go to the root cause, the broader ques¬ 
tion. Others have suggested that the incident of that particular day 
has got no logical connection with the other broader questions which 
might be agitating the whole of India. But the point for discussion is 
a very short one. We are concerned with tbe question as to how we can 
prevent a recurrence of such hartals. That is the only point at issue. 
Now, it seems to me that the hartal of the 17th was rather, and in some 
way, an opener of the eyes of that class of the citizens of Calcutta who, 
in their heart of hearts, were in sympathy with the non-co-operation move¬ 
ment and with hartalSf but were not courageous enough to join that 
movement. It has really opened the eyes of the middle class who want 
to follow their legitimate avocations in life. 1 noticed one particular 
incident and that speaks volumes. A certain doctotri was travelling 
in a' motor car on that day. All over his car he posted the word 
** Doctor,*’ as if there was some sort of suggestion that doctors might 
he allowed to move about freely. As this gentleman 'was passing, 
some people came up and tried to stop him; there were no KhUafat or 
Congress volunteers about at that time. Almost immediately two 
Khiiafat volunteers came on tbe scene, and decided that as he was a 
Doctor he should not be stopped. These people would not listen and 
insisted that everybody, whoever he may be, should stop work on that 


changed his hat for a Gandhi cap. These things rather go to show that 
this is nothing hnt pure Bolshevism; and that non^oo-opeiratioii (xr 
hartal is absolutely impossible with the hooligans or lower classes, and 
I think Mr. Gandhi has also acknowledged this. Therefore, 1 think, 
the best method of preventing a recurrence of such incidents would b^ 
to make such urangements as would enable those who want to follow 
their legitimate avocations, to do so and to help them to carry out their 
wishes. 1 believe Mr. A. C. Butt said he was absent from Calcutta 
on that da y -' 

Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: That is not correct; I said 1 happen- 
ed to be present in Calcutta on that day, and I made inquiries—— 

Mr, 8YE0 NA8IM ALI: After inquiries my friend came to learn 
that most of the people joined the hartal voluntuily, and others because 
they were threatened that if they did not, their shops would be looted. 
Now, that is a question of fact. The question is how many people 
voluntarily joined, and how many were forced to. I also was present 
in Calcutta on that day, and I visited several quarters, especially in the 
southern portion of Calcutta. To me it seemed that most of the people 
were willing to open their shops hut did not do so, lest their shops 
might be looted. Therefore, I think, if Government take such steps 
to afford adequate police protection to those who desire to dissociate 
themselves from these things, that will be good enough, hut if very 
drastic measures are taken, which might cause indiscriminate loss of 
life, that would be too much. I think that when His Excellency has 
said that drastic measures will be taken to restore peace and order 
every member of the House will support him, because we have this 
much confidence in him, that when such measures are taken due regard 
will be had for the protection of the lives and property of innocent 
people, and also some sort of sympathy will be shown to the persons 
who have been misguided by people who are not here. Therefore, it 
is a question of limit, and I think we ought to support any measures 
taken by His Excellency to ibis end as be knows full well what 
measures should be taken and to what extent. 

The Hoii’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: I take it that the.ohject of 
a debate of this kind is primarily to afford an opportunity to non*offioial 
members of expressing their views on the subject which is thus 
brought before the Council, and for that reason partly, and partly 
because His Excellency has already to-day eloquently and forcibly 
explained to the Council the attitude of the local Government in this 
matter, I see no necessity for me to speak at length. If I speak at all 
it is rather in the hope of perhaps, towards the dose of the allotted 



In a discussion of this kind it is perhaps not unnatural that itre* 
levancies of various kinds should have been introduced. The subject 
lends itself to that course, and advantage has been taken of the fact. 
Into these irrelevancies, I do not propose to go. I do not propose to 
discuss the policy of the Secretary of State and the Government of 
India with reference to the non-co-operation movement in the past; 
that policy has been explained by its authors, and calls for n& justi¬ 
fication from me here, though I would ask those who so feelingly 
request Government to adopt a policy of forbearance, patience and 
sympathy, what has been, if they will look at it fairly, the policy of 
Government during the last three years? It has surely been one of 
unbounded patience, inexhaustible tolerance, and far-reaching 
attempts in every way to meet any real grievance that may be urged 
on the side of .the people. Another irrelevancy which I do not intend 
to pursue is the conduct of the police; though I cannot refrain from 
saying that when we heard from Hr. Suhrawardy that the attitude of 
the police on the 17th November was one of endeavouring to provoke 
a melee amongst innocent people, we were listening to a grotesque 
and mischievous travesty of the facts, which is' contrary to the evidence 
which is available—evidence which, I submit, is sufficient to convince 
any reasonable and fair-minded man. Also with regard to Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullick’s inevitable remarks, I cannot but regret that 
at a time when it is evident that the cause of law and order may 
have to depend in a large measure upon the willing assistance and co¬ 
operation of the police, remarks should be made in this Council which 
can only show that the inveterate prejudices of some members on 
tbia subject, are prepared to lead them to condemn the police even 
before action has been taken at all by that somewhat maligned body. 
Some members seem determined, whatever the police may do, to find 
them guilty of tyranny and repression in advance. To put it at its 
lowest, this seems to be a pity from the point of view of the law-abiding 
citizen. 

Let us come to what I understand to be the real issue. I take it 
that the real intention of this debate to-night is to afford members 
an opportunity—^which the majority have utilised—of impressing upon 
Government the dissatisfaction of the community at the state of law¬ 
lessness and disorder which arose in this town on the 17th of this month, 
and the wish of this Council, as representing the community, that 
Government should take measures to render impossible a recurrence of 
that state of affairs. Government is fully conscious of the grave feel¬ 
ing o/l apprehension that has been roused in Calcutta by the happen¬ 
ings of that day; Government is fully conscious that the reasons for 
that apprehnsion are in no sense insignificant or unreal; Government 
is fully conscious that they are faced with a position of considerable 



wisli that lawlesAnesa and disorder should be checked. This is only 
what one would expect from a body of the position and the respon¬ 
sibility of this Council. As His Excellency has explained, Goremment 
is absolutely at one with the Council in intending that so far as lies 
in their power, the state of tyranny, intimidation and molestation of 
law-abiding people which took place in this town the other day, must 
be stopped. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs 1 wish to make a 
few remarks in this connection. We are all under the protectiye wings 
of the British Government, and we like that lawlessness ought to be 
checked and peace and order maintained. We know to our cost that 
if the British Government will not maintain such peace and order the 
situation will be very serious. It is therefore necessary, as His Excel¬ 
lency has said just now, that some steps ought to be taken to prevent 
a recurrence of what took place on the 17th instant. .His Excel¬ 
lency has told us that he wishes to take the members of tbe Council 
into his confidence, and it is our duty to help the Government as far 
as possible. At the same time there is a conviction in the minds of 
many, that there may he excesses on the part of the agency—^the 
police—of the Government. This is a problem which weighs in the 
minds of many people, and consequently moderation should be exer¬ 
cised iu the maintenance of peace and order. His Excellency has told 
us that he will be obliged to take drastic measures, but if be does take 
such drastic measures, it is necessary first to see whether such mea¬ 
sures could not be avoided. I am not one of those who thinks 
that a free hand should be given to the police in such matters. I am 
one of those who think that if Government should think fit to take 
drastic measures, they should have an eye on the effect of such 
measures on the people. All that is necessary for us is to explain 
to the Government the real situation. Take drastic measures, but, at 
the same time, protect individual liberty, property and rights, and if 
that be done, 1 am quite sure there will be no divided cq>inion in this 
Council. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: At the end of the day, 1 have very 
littla to say. It is everybody's duty, and everybody will admit that 
we, as ciriseDR, ought to help Government in preserving law and order; 
take drastic measures and nobody will grumble if you put down law¬ 
lessness and disorder. But you have not taken into account tbe root 
causes of the unrest. I am not concerned with the big question of «the 
origin of Gandhism or the Ehilafat, but this movement has gained 
ground in tbe minds of the people. Is it not a fact that the people are 
ill-clad, ill-fed and they take to non-co-operation in despair? It is the 
hounden duty of Government to see that these causes are. removed. I 
find in this Conncil that increments have been given to the members 


xneastires, in order to preserre lav and order, but let Government do 
something to remove these root causes. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: Unlike Bnbu Surendra Nath Mallik, I am thank¬ 
ful to Sir Aautosh Chaudhuri for bringing up thie discussion. 
The proceedings of last Thursday were of a nature which no organised 
Government can be proud of. Peace and order were things unknown 
on that day. The liberty of the individual was trifled with, and 
everywhere the cry was for Government intervention. Personally, I 
am sure every right thinking man will support Government in its tak¬ 
ing upon itself the first duty it owes to the people, of enforcing law 
and order, by taking such steps as may be effective to combat this evil 
and will yet meet with the approval of reasonable people. In saying 
tbis, I do not desire the cure, to be worse tban the disease. It has 
been the inractice with a certain class of people to characterise every 
action of Government as repressive. Opinions may be divided on tbis, 
and some of us might consider that certain action on the part of Gov¬ 
ernment might well have been left undone, but wbat answer can the 
non-co-operators give to the events of last Thursday? As has already 
been pointed out by a previous speaker, a well-known extremist paper 
correctly characterised it as ** Bevolution ” and can any Government, 
having the interest of the people at heart, tolerate revolution? 

Sir ASUT08H CHAUDHURI: T beg We to withdraw the mo¬ 
tion before the House. The Government is taking steps, and we are 
satisfied that the Government intend to take steps to prevent a recur¬ 
rence of the happenings of the 17th. The resolution has been discussed 
at great length. 1 am not in the least sorry that I brought forward 
this motion; I did it from a deep sense of responsibility, feeling that 
the Government ought to know what was passing through our minds. 

It has been said that Government ought not to adopt drastic 
measures; drastic measures ought to be carefully taken; drastic 
measures are dangerous, and repression is a double-edged instniment, 
but we are not called upon now to sanction what Government has done; 
it does not require our sanction. Some people were anxiously inquir¬ 
ing if Government had abdicated its functions but Government has 
taken the matter in band, and we are satisfied that they understand the 
situation, and I therefore beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was by leave of the Council withdrawn. 

Adjournmaiit. 

The Council was tbeti adjourned to Tuesday, the 22nd November, 
1921, at 3 P.H. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Covernment of India Act. 

s 

The Council met in the Town Hallf Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 22nd 
November, 1921, at 3 p.h. 


Presents 

■ The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hou'ble the four Kembers 
of the Executive Council, the Hon*ble the three Ministers and 112 
nominated and elected members. 

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Closing of an outlet into the river Khousiki in Jangipur (Hooghly). 

*XVII. Baku FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the only 
outlet from the low lands about the Mondolika in Jangipur police* 
station (Hooghly) to the river Khousiki has been closed P 

(6) If so, is the Hon'ble tbe Member aware that the closing of the 
outlet is causing damage to the crops, inconvenience to tra£5c and injury 
to the health of the iuhahitants of about 25 neighbouring villages P 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government contemplate taking in 
the matter P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) Government 
is not aware that the only outlet from the low lands about the Mondolika 
in Jangipur police-station (Hooghly) to the river Elhousiki has been 
cdosed but has received a report of obstructions in a khal further to the 
south. 

(5) It is stated that some damage has been caused by the obstruc¬ 
tions. 

(c) Tbe matter is under inquiry. 

Recruitment of Excise Bub-lnspeotors. 

*XVIII. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (u) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state— 


(it) the numbers of Hindua and Muhammadans appointed as Sub- 
Inspectors of Excise and Salt in each of these five years by 
the Commissioner of Excise and Salt in consultation with 
the Collectors of Districts« as required by the rules; 

(itt) the number of Hindu and Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors 
appointed directly by such Commissioner without consulting 
the Collector? 

(h) Will the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to state wheUier it is 
a fact that the late Commissioner of Excise and Salt very often did not 
observe the rule requiring the recruitment of Sub-Inspectors from the 
Collector’s list of nominees? 

(e) If ^e answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to put 
a stop to the practice? 

((Q If no steps have been taken, will the Hon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

MINISTER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Kban Bahadur)! (a) (t) Mr. A. N. Moberly, I.C.S., from 1st April, 1916, 
to 7th November, 1918, and Mr. S. C. Mukherji, i.c.s., from 8th 
November, 1918, to 31st March, 1921. ‘ 

(tt) and (tit) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The statement gives the information required. 

(c) and (d) As the appointments are filled up by the Commissioner 
of Excise and Salt, no steps have been taken by Government in the 
matter. 

Statement tJiowing the number of Hindus and Muhammadans appointed 
as SuMnspeciors of Excise and Salt during each of the five 
financial years, referred to in the reply to clames {a), (H) and (in) 
of starred question No» XVIII. 
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Impeotort of Co-oporati¥o Sooiotiooi 


*XIX. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) WiU tKe Hon’Ue the Minis- 
ter in char^re of the Department of A^priculture and Industries he 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the total number of 
Inspectors employed in the Co-operative Department and how many of 
them are Muhammadans P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
scheme has been drawn up for the revision of the pay of the Inspectors 
of Co-operative Societies and the Divisional Auditors and the Auditors P 

r , 

(c) If SO, what scales of pay have been proposed for them and when 
will they be given effect to P 

(d) If the answer to (&) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in contemplation to revise their 
pay and prospects early as has been done in the case of several other 
departments P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the amount 
of audit fees collected from each district in Beng^ last year and the 
total amount of expenditure incurred last year on account of the pay 
and travelling allowances of the Auditors? 

TN Hon*ble the Newab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Including oiBcers on deputation from the Subordi¬ 
nate Executive Service as well as two sub-registrars the total number 
of Inspectors employed in the Co-operative Department is 65, of whom 
27 are Muhammadans. 

(5) and (c) Proposals for revision of the pay of Divisional Auditors, 
Inspectors, and Auditors, have been received, and are now under the 
consideration of Government. 

(d) The question does not arise in view of the answer to (h) and (c). 

(e) A statement showing the amount of audit fees collected from 
Co-operative Societies in Bengal, district by district, during the year 
1920-21, is laid on the table. 

The amount spent during that year on account of pay and travel¬ 
ling allowances of auditors and their peons was approximately 
Rs. 62,490. 

StaUment tkowing ike amount of audit fees collented from Oo-opstative 

Societies in Bengal in each district during the year 19S0-2U referred 

to in the reply to clause (s) of starred question No, 
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Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Financial deHoit. 

63. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: WiU tKe Hon'ble tbe Member 
in charge of ihe Department of Finance be pleased to state what steps 
ate being taken by the QoTemment to meet the threatened deficit for 
the next financial year ? 


MEMBER in ohtfge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 


Privilege to steamer oompaniee plying boats through the Ci r o ul ar and 

Eastern Canals. 

04. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) roference to 
the anewer f^iven to my unstarred question No. 101 of the meeting of 
the 29th August, 1921, will the Hon*1}le the Member in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation be pleased to state— * . 

(t) whether, when the privileg^ was granted to the BiTers Steam 
Navigation and Indian Oeneral Steam Navigation Companies, 
canal officers were directed to check occasionally the 
correctness of the manifests; and 

(ii) if so, why they have not been so checked since 1913? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing 
that manifests furnished by the employees of the said Companies should 
henceforth be regularly checked ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the report of Mr. B. K. Haidar, while he was Assistant Bngr* 
neer in charge of Calcutta canals, addressed to the Executive Engineer 
on this matter ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the Irrigation Department Notification No. 7, of the 15th duly, 
191«3, referred to in the answer to my nnstarred qnestion No. 101 (b) 
of the 29th August last ? 

{e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the directions to charge tolls on the vessels belonging to 
Bivers Steam Navigation and Indian General Steam Navigation Com> 
pauies were given before July, 1913? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Irrigation be pleased to state whether any Indian Company enjoy the 
privilege mentioned in the said answer? 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (a) (t) No such directions were issued. 

(it) The question does not arise. 

(b) No; the checking of manifests would nullify the reason for 
their introduction which is to prevent the detention of vessels. 

(c) Government is not prepared to place on the table a copy of the 
report referred to. 

(d) A copy of the Notification is placed on the table. 

(e) No such orders are traceable, but if issued, such orders were 



O^y of ih^ notification rc/orred to in the reply to eUawe (d) of 

unntarred quection No 64* 

No. 7, dated Calcattit, the 16th July, 1918. 

NOTIFICATION—the Deputy Secretory to the Goremmeut ot Bengei, 
.Public Works (Irrigation) Department. 

In exercise of the power conferred by section 11 of the Canals Act, 1864 (Bengal 
Act V of 1864), the Goremor in Council is pleased to make, with effect from the 
Ist August, 1913, the following amendmwt in the rules for the Calcutta Canals*’ 
and Tolly’s Nala, issued under that section and published under not'fication No. 39. 
dated the 24th Hay, 1904, at pages 744-46 of Part I o; the Calcutta Oazette of 
the 26th idem, namely:— 

For tiie last paragraidi of rule 3 of the said rules substitute the following 

For vessels of class 11, which are furnished with reliable way-biUs, the gross 
maundage of cargo shown the way-biUs or in the case of steamers ^e maundage 
obtained from multiplying the regiirtered tonnage of the steamer by twenty-feven, 
may, at the opinion of the employer ol the vessel or the steamer (as the case mi^ 
be), be taken as the maundage on which toll will bo charged: 

Provided tiiat firms or individuals who wish to make use of this rule must be 
approved by the Superintending Engineer of the South-Western Circle, and that 
such approval may be withdrawn for any Just cause. 


Assistant Seoretaryp Judicial Department. 

65. BldHi KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to the unstarred question No. 99, asked at the meeting of tiie Council 
on the 29th August, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Hemher in charge of 
the ‘Tudicial Department be pleased to state— 

(t) what was the special necessity which led to the creation of this 
new post; 

(ii) on what pay and terms and for how long the appointment was 
made; and 

(tit) on what special work this new officer is now engaged? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle the Hemher be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names and qualifications of Uie cuididates for 
the post referred to in reply to question No. (d) and noting the special 
qnalifications for which the officer appointed was given preference? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT Cths Hon'Ua 
Sir AbdHir-Rahlm)s (a) (s) The increase of work due to the Beforms 
Scheme and the need of freeing the Secretary from having to do purely 
routine work. 

(it) The appointment was made on a pay which the officer would 
receive under the time-scale in the regular line in addition to a duty 
allowance of Bs. 100 a month. The appointment ia at present 
iemnorarr. 



(tn) None. The member ia referred to answer (a) to the question 
of the 29th August. , 

(6) A statement of the members of the Bengal Judicial Service who 
sent in applications for the appointment is laid on the table. 

As to the qualifications of the present temporary Assistant Secre¬ 
tary the member is referred to the answer already given to (/) of the 
question to which he refers. 

Statement showing the names and qualifications of the candidates who 
are members of the Bengal Civil Seitwe {Judicial) for the post of 
Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal {Judicial Depart, 
ment), referred to in the reply to clause (6) of unstarred question 
No, 65. 

Htmab QiuJlflMUoiM. 

}. Baba Ananga Mohan Lehiri, ll.b. ... A sooior mumitf. 

2. „ Madlm SwlaD Ray, o.l. ... A munsif with an excellent record as 

a Settlement Officer. 

3. „ Ashutoah Mitra, H.A., s.l. ... An ofTiciatiog muueif. 


Appointment and suspension of munsifs. 

66. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) With reference to my unstarred 
question No. 60, asked at the meeting of the Council on 29th August, 
1921, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Depart¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether he is aware that some of the provisions 
of Act XII of 1887 have grown obsolete P 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Member bo pleased to state— 

(i) the number of ofSciating appointments of munsifs in Bengal 
made by District Judges acting under Act XII of 1^7 
during the last 15 years; and 

(n) the number of su8i)ensions of munsifs in Bengal under* Act XII 
of 1887 by District Judges during the last'15 years? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether he is 
aware that Deputy Magistrates are not liable to suspensions by 
District Magistrates under the Bengal Regulation IX of 1833? 


The Hon’bto Sir ABD-UR.RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) Six. 



KhulM dlitreit. 


67. Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; (a) WiU tlie Hon’ble 
tbe Member in charge of the Bepartmeut of Heyenuo (Land Berenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the measures under¬ 
taken to reliere the distress of the famine-stricken people in Khulna 
District f 

(b) What is the total area and population affected? 

(c) What is the present situation in regard to the scarcity and the 
effect on it of the relief operation ? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’blethe Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Copies of the Press Communtguijt, dated the 30th June and 24th 
August, 1921, placed on the library table will show the measures under¬ 
taken to relieye the distress. Rs. 15,000 has been sanctioned up to date 
for gratuitous relief and Rs. 50,000 for distribution as agricultural loans. 

(5) When the distress was at its height the area and population 
affected were about 250 square miles and 15,000, respectively. 

(c) The condition of tho standing crops is rexxirted to be favourable. 
The amnn paddy, which is the princix>al crop, is expected to be harvested 
by the middle of Decem^belr. Relief measures adopted by Govern¬ 
ment, the District Board and private organisations, whch have already 
alleviated the distress considerably, will be continued till that time, 
It is understood that the Khulna Famine Relief Committee is closing 
most of its operations at the end of this month. 


Trainiiig of cultivators in improved agriouKuro. 

68. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY; (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the Agricul¬ 
tural Department to bring to the doors of the cultivators the results 
of the researches and experiments carried on in the Government Farms ? 

(,5) Are the GovemmerAt considering the desirability of appoint¬ 
ing itinerant demonstrators to demonstrate to the cultivators in the 
interior the results of the scientific agricultures? 

Tho Hon'ble the NawMi 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) The chief means by which the results of the 
leeearohes and experimente carried on in the Government farms are 
brought home to cultivators may be Iniefiy summarised as follows 


(2) The establishment oi seed stores for the sale of improved agri* 
cultural appliances, improved seeds, fertilisers, and insecticides, etc. 

(3) The formation of small agricultural associations composed of 
practical agrioulturiats for small areas, for the purposes of testing and 
adjudicating on the improvements suggested by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, of discussing their successes and failures with each other and of 
bringing to the notice of the officers of that department their needs 
and wishes. 

(4) The establishment by such agencies as Court of Wards estates, 
Government Khas Mahals and private zamindars of small seed and 
demonstration farms or plots where agricultural improvements can be 
demonstrated. 

(5) The work of the district agricultural officers and demonstrators 
of the department. The main duties of these officers are to get the 
cultivators interested in agricultural improvements by personal discus¬ 
sion and visual demonstration. They show the people in their own 
fields and on demonstration farms the advantages of improved varieties 
of crops and new manures and suggest remedies for crop-diseases, 
insect-pests, etc. They are also responsible for organising village 
agricultural associations and seed stores which play an important 
part in introducing agricultural improvements of proved efficacy among 
the cultivators. 

(6) The appointment (as a temporary and experimental measure) 
of a travelling agricultural officer who will lecture on practical agri¬ 
cultural matters with the aid of lantern slides. 

(h) Government have accepted the principle that more demonstra- 
tevs are required, but the number of appointments is limited by the 
lack of funds. It is the aim of Government ultimately to* appoint a 
demonstrator for each police-station in Bengal. 


DaocfrArioha railway pro|eot 

89. Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the committee appointed to consider the 
Dacca-Aricha railway poroject has not yet met? 

(6) WiU the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
report of the committee is likely to be out? 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tM 
Hon’ble ttie Nawab Saiyid Namrab All Ghaudhuri, Khan Baliadur>f 

/V w rm. - _‘xi--!__xJ_xi_x_ x*- 



Tha Calcutta Munieipaf Bill. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOVERN¬ 
MENT (the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Baner|ea)s I crave the permia- 
aion of the House to introduce this Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal 
Act—Act m of 1889. An amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act 
has long heen overdue. Looking to the history of municipal legisla¬ 
tion it would appear that ordinarily the life of a Calcutta Municipal Act 
did not in the past extend beyond 11 or 12 years. The Act of 1876 was 
revised in 1888, and that of 1888 in 1899. The fact demonstrates the 
solicitude of the Legislature to keep pace with the administrative 
requirements if not the political needs of this great city. It was in the 
year 1876 that the Calcutta Corporation was constituted upon a repre¬ 
sentative basis, two-thirds of the members being elected and one-third 
nominated. That was a notable event in the annals of Calcutta, a red 
letter day in the evolution of our civic life, and it has borne golden 
fruits. I was a member of the Corporation in 1876 and my recoUect- 
tions of that body are fresh and distinct. There was no non-co-opera¬ 
tion in those days; and the most illustrious sons of Bengal, moved as if 
by a spontaneous and overwhelming impulse, were drawn to within the 
sacred precincts of this noble temple of civic freedom. Kri8to.Das Pal, 
Bajendra Lai Mitter, Krishna Mohan Banerjea, Digambar Mitter, 
Shyama Charan Sarkar adorned the benches of the Corporation; with 
them were associated younger men, unknown to fame hut inspired with 
the fervour of their civic spirit. They are now, alas! all* dead and 
gone. Two alone survive, your humble servant addressing you on this 
occasion and Bahu Kalinath Mitter, no longer young, but still retain¬ 
ing that superb intellectuality which was the rich possession of his 
youth. There were two distinguished members of the Civil Service 
who presided over the deliberations of the Corporation and guided its 
policy and its measures. Not the least distinguished among them was 
the late Sir Henry Harrison. X rejoice to have this opportunity of 
paying the tribute of my respect and admiration to the memory of an 
honoured friend, whose services, I fear, have not been sufficiently 
recognised. Sir Henry Harrison was a prince among men. Unrivalled 
in debate, incomparable in his grasp of jirinciples and in his mastery 
of the details of municipal administration, he anticipated with the 
insight of a statesman and the vision of a seer that equality of status 
between all classes of His Majesty’s subjects in India, which is now the 
accepted policy of the Government and the settled attitude of the Euro¬ 
pean community in India. It is a pleasure and a privilege to be able 
to recall those days and refresh oneself with their grateful and stimulat¬ 
ing memories. But let us proceed. The new Corporation thus con- 
sritated upon a popular basis and re-enforced by the patriotic devotion 


accordingly proposed to ea|cnd the sphere of it^ operations. The time 
for the reyision of the Act soon drew near, and when it was revised in 
1888 the Suburbs were included within the Calcutta municipal- area. 
The measure gave rise to some little agitation, but the boon was soon 
recognised. The Act thus revised remained in force till 1899 when a 
further revision took place involving constitutional changes of the 
utmost moment. Efficiency had now become the watchword of the hour, 
and the changes which were proposed and which were eventually carried 
out were dictated by that consideration, and that consideration alone. 
No one associated with the work of administration in any shape or form 
as I am, or responsible for it to any extent, as you are, can afford to 
under-estimate the value of efficiency. But at the same time it is 
possible to exaggerate its importance and to overlook considerations 
which have a special bearing upon the question of Local Self-Qo'Vem- 
ment in India, The great founder of liocal Self-Government, Lord 
Hi|K>n, observed in his resolution of the 18th Kay, 1882, in which the 
basic principles of the system were laid down, that the institutions of 
Local Self-Government were chieflly to be valued as instruments of 
popular and political education. He, indeed, fully anticipated a tern- 
ponury falling off in respect of efficiency, but be ivobably felt with 
Sir Henry Garapbell-Bannermau that good government was no substi¬ 
tute for self-government. Speaking of efficiency as an administrative 
factor, Lord Morley, then Mr. Morley, observed from his place in the 
House of Commons, I think it was in the year 1906: “ We are too apt 
to place efficiency' in the foiefrout of our administrative ideals, and if 
our Government in India were a trifling less efficient it would perhaps 
be a little more popular.’’ And I may add, if I may without irreverence 
that in the long run popularity must ensure efficiency by enlisting public 
opinion and securing its moral support in aid of the Government, for 
we cannot overlook the fact that in these days public opinion is the bul¬ 
wark of States and Thrones. 

However that may be, in the name and in the interests of efficiency 
drastic changes were engrafted upon the municipal system of Calcutta 
which in one sense revolutionised it; and we are now called upon to 
reconsider them in the light of modern conditions and the new require¬ 
ments which British statesmanship kas created in India and which for 
all. time to come will constitute its proudest monument. 

The changes made by the Act of 1899, to which I have referred, 
involved a substantial reduction of popular authority in the CorpcMa- 
tion. The elected element was reduced from two-thirds to one-half, 
and the Corporation was divested of its supreme authority by the crea¬ 
tion o| co-ordinate bodies. As might have been expected, changee so 
fundamental, so opposed to the growing popular sentiment, evoked 
bitter controversy and gave rise to an agitation which, so far as mimioi- 


promineat members, resigned tbeir seats, atfd for some time, the lead¬ 
ing Indian citisens of Calcutta abstained from all participation in our 
municipal affairs. The situation was not helpful to the civic interests 
of the town, and in 1913 the Goyemment felt constrained to consider 
the question of a revision of the Act. A Bill to amend the Act was 
introduced into this Council^in 1917. It was, however, withdrawn in 
1919 at the instance of the Chamber of Commerce and other public 
bodies, and mainly on the ground that as the Reforms would soon be 
in operation, a question of this magnitude and importance should be 
left to the Reformed Council to deal with. It was a decision which 
public opinion approved. And we are here to-day to give effect to it. 

In a matter of this importance I felt it my duty to consult public 
opinion at the earliest opportunity, and even before the Bill was 
framed. It was indeed a departure, but it struck me that it was a 
departure in the right direction and that a consultation at an eai’ly stage 
with the representatives of the different sections of the community 
would be belpfiil to the solution of the imixyrtant issues involved. 
Accordingly I invited in March last a representatiye Conference of 
Europeans and Indians, of officials and non-officials, to discuss the con¬ 
stitutional feature of the proposed legislation. The Conference met on 
the 8th and again on the 11th March last, and the Bill now before you 
follows in its main outlines the recommendations of the Conference. 

Before dealing with the constitutional provisions of the Bill, let me 
call your attention to a smpll extension of the municipal area which 
is contemplated. We propose to include a small area in Tcdlygunge, if 
you approve of the sections relating to this matter, within the munici¬ 
pal limits of Calcutta. The reason for it is chiefly sanitary. The area 
is small and its sanitary condition is so unsatisfactory that the only 
remedy left seemed to be to bring it within the jurisdiction of the 
Calcutta Corporation and the scope of its sanitary operations. Again 
and again has the Tollygunge Municipality been addressed on the subject, 
but to no purpose. To guard against any possible loss of revenue which 
the Tollygunge Municipality may suffer by the exclusion of this area, 
the Bill provides that for ten years a sum equivalent to the nett revenue 
which it derives from this plot of land should be made good to it by the 
Corporation. There were further proposals made by the Corporation 
for the indnsion of a considerable area in the Suburbs, consisting of 
Co8sip(n*e-Chitpnr, Maniktala, Garden Reach, and some other outlying 
municipal areas within the limits of Calcutta. I invited the Chairmen 
Vice-Chairmen of these Municipalities to the Conference to which 
I have referred and I ascertained from them that they and their con¬ 
stituencies were entirely opposed to this change. I explained to them 
at the Confm?ence and I repeat what I then said that the Government 
would not favour these changes if they went wholly and decisively 


a boundaries made against popular wisbes. I felt that in yiew of the 
opposition that was offered, we should abandon ihe proposals put forward 
by the Corporation save in respect of the small area in the Xollygunge 
Hnnicipality which I have already mentioned. 

The Bill may be divided into two parts, cohstitutional '^nd adminis¬ 
trative. One of the main objecrts of the Bill is to place the municipal 
administration of Calcutta on a line with the newly inaugurated 
Reforms. Tou cannot have an advanced modem system at the top 
with medieeval formula working vigorously at the bottom. Tou cannot 
have a golden turret mounted on a decaying and crumbling edifice. 
Our self-governing institutions must form ia compact, consistent and 
barmonious whole. The different parts must fit into and be adapted 
to one another, acting and re-acting upon one another and strengthen¬ 
ing one another by tbeir mutual interaction. Tbe Bill represents the 
first tangible effort to carry out the mandate of Parliament in regard 
to our local affairs, so that our growing parliamentary system, which 
in the fulness of its development, will place us amongst the self-govern¬ 
ing States of the British Empire, may draw its inspiration and its 
vitalising influence from our local institutions. Sir, we are on the 
threshold of a great task, and the Calcutta Municipal Bill will be the 
first of a series of similar projects of law wbo.se aim and object will be 
to liberalise our local bodies, and place them in conformity with the 
spirit and essence of the Reforms. It is the intention of Qovemment 
to follow up this Bill by tbe amendment of tbe Bengal Municipal Act 
and the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, both of which are anti¬ 
quated, and specially the latter, and run on somewhat obsolete lines. 
It is unnecessary for me to say that if the Reforms are to succeed our 
local institutions must be strengthened at the base. ** Municipal insti¬ 
tutions,*’ observed Mr. Gladstone, are the seed-plote upon which and 
around which are developed those habits of thought and that temper 
of mind which constitute the noblest heritage of a nation.” They form 
the basic foundation of all parliamentary systems. The Hontagu-Chebns- 
ford Report recognises them as a part of the Reforms; for the Report 
recommends that local bodies should, so far as possible, be {daced under 
popular control. This Bill seeks to give effect to this recommendation, 
so far as the Corporation of Calcutta is concerned. 

I now proceed to deal with tbe principles underlying the constitu¬ 
tional clauses. Under the provisions of the Bill the number of members 
of the Corporation has been raised from 50 to 80. This is in accord¬ 
ance with the reconunendation of the Corporation and has been endorsed 
by tbe representative Conference whieb I invited to discw the loon- 
stitutional features of the Bill. The number of OommissioDers fixed 
by the Act of 1876 was 76, and this number continued till 1899, when 
it was reduced to 50. The increase in the number provided in the Bill 


Calcutta and oi their multifarious interests in the government of the 
city. It means the creation of an organ of government for the admin¬ 
istration of the city more truly reflecting the voice and sense of the 
community than had ever existed before. 

But important as the increase in number may be, far more 
important is the determination of the proportion of the constituent 
elements comprising it. There could be no more difficult or delicate pro¬ 
blem tlian the adjustment of the different interests in the governing 
body of the city with the fullest justice to all, dominated by the spirit 
of the new policy which seeks to vest real power, subject to the neces¬ 
sary safeguards, in the hands of the representatives of the rate^payers. 
If the new policy demands, as indeed it does, that supreme authority 
should belong to the people, ^en it follows that their elected represen¬ 
tatives should guide and control the counsels of the Corporation, and 
that they should be in a clear and decisive majority. They are not so 
now. We bave, in pursuance of this i)olicy, provided in the Bill that 
nine-tenths of the members of tbe Corporation should be elected by the 
different constituencies, nearly tbree-fourtbs being elected by tbe general 
electorate. Tbe Conference recommended that four-fifths of the members 
should be elected. We have gone beyond this recommendation. The 
figures are as follows:— > 

(1) By the general electorate (including 13 


Huhammadan representatives ... 55 

(2) By the Chamber of Commerce ... 6 

(3) By the. Trades Association ... 4 

(4) By the Port Commissioners ... 2 

(5) By the Corporation (Aldermen) ... 5 

(6) By the Government ... ... 8 

Total ... 80 


It will be seen from tbe above that tbe Government nonunations 
have been reduced from 15, tinder the existing law, to 8 under the Bill; 
that the general electorate, which at present returns 25 members, will 
elect 55, more than double the existing number, and that all the elec¬ 
torates put together, which now return 35 members, will elect 72, which 
again is double the existing number. I claim tiiat this represents a 
considerable advance towards tbe liberalisation of the Corporation. 

Kow let us examine the different elements constituting the new 
Corporation somewhat more closely. The first point which will attract 
attention and which is a novel and notable feature of the Bill is the 
creation of Aldermen. Here again we follow the recoouneiidatioii of 



a community men who by their temperament and the habits of a life¬ 
time would be unwilling to face the trouble and the risks of a popular 
electioUi but whose presence in the Corporation would enhance its 
dignity and whose counsels would add to its deliberatire strength. I 
could almost name persons in our community who would answer this 
description, but personal references are unnecessary to add to the weight 
of this argument which stands confirmed by the most obvious considera¬ 
tions. Such men should find a place in the Corporation, and a system 
of co-option by a limited and select constituency, such as the elected 
and nominated members of the Corporation wonld secure this end. 

I now come to the question of European representation. Here we 
follow the system which lias been in vogue since the Act of 1876.' The 
Chamber of Commerce, the Trades Association and the Port Commis¬ 
sioners, which are mainly European constituencies, will continue as 
before to return members to the Corporation. It will further be open 
to the general electorate in any Ward, especially in the European 
Wards, to elect European members for tbe Corporatiem. It may, per¬ 
haps, be urged that this amounts to a special treatment of the European 
community. But the hluhammadan community are treated in the 
same way, and seats are reserved for them to secure an adequate repre¬ 
sentation of their interests. Nor should the fact he overlooked that 
European enterprise has had a large share in the development of Cal¬ 
cutta and that the European community have a great stake in the 
jntjsperity of the city. The details of the scheme providing for Euro¬ 
pean representation embodied in the Bill ore in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Corporation and were unanimously sup]x)rted 
by the Conference which consisted of European and Indian members. 

I now come to the very difficult and delicate question of Muham¬ 
madan representation. It must be admitted that the Muhammadan 
community is not represented on the Corporation as it should be and 
in a manner commensurate with its influence and its imporiancee. This 
is a state of things which should be remedied on the principle of equal 
justice to all parties which is the recognized policy of the Government. 
We haye, therefore, provided in the Bill that there should be a mini¬ 
mum number of seats to be reserved for tbe Muhammadan community. 
What is that number to be P And here I desire to apply the principle 
which is followed by Government in the nomination of municipal com¬ 
missioners in the mufassal. It is a triple formula that we adopt. It 
has worked well in the mufassal and has given satisfaction to the 
Muhammadan community. The voting strength, the rating strength, 
the numerical strength of the local Muhammadan residents in propor¬ 
tion to the whole community enter into the calculatioin and determine 
the nnmher of Muhammadan members to be nominated by the Gh)Tem- 
ment in any given municipality. We ascertain the sum total of the 



of nominated CommissioDers upon this basis. Applying this principle 
we should have in the Calcutta Corporation a little over 12 seats for 
the Muhammadan community. We have reserved for them 13 seats—* 
a number slightly in excess of that to which they are entitled in accord¬ 
ance with Uie calculation to which I have referred. It is slightly less 
than one-third of the seats in the general electorate. Hiere are some 
other facts in this connection which I feel 1 should place before the 
House. The figures of the last twelve years from 1910-11 to 1921-22 
show that the Muhammadan community never had more than 5 members 
on the Corporation; and in the Bill of 1917 the number of seats reserved 
for the Muhammadan community was 9. The Conference by a majority 
fixed the number at 11. We have reserved 13 seats. I venture to 
submit. Sir, that the representation of the Muhammadan community 
which we have provided is fairly strong and is in excess of anything 
they had before. 

Now how are these seats to he filled ? By communal representaiiou 
or through a general electorate of a mixed character consisting of 
Hindus and Muhammadans and members of other communities. The 
Bill provides for the latter. The Bill embodies the views of the Qovem- 
ment as a whole. The arguments against the introduction of the com¬ 
munal system are to my mind convincing, and I am sure they will 
appear so to the Council when I have had the opportunity of stating 
them. I oppose communal representation on principle. Every lover 
of his country must do so. What are we here for? What is one of 
the primary duties—the main duty, might I not add—to which this 
Council has to address itself ? We are here to ensure the success of the 
Reforms, to secure complete self-government, culminating, as I hope it 
will in the fulness of time, in the upbuilding of a united Indian nation- 
aility. If this be the right conception of our fundamental duty here, 
and I cannot think that it could be otherwise, then it is obvious tlmt 
it is incumbent upon us to resist any proposal which may interfere with 
the growth of Indian nationhood. Communal representation certainily 
does so; and therefore we should not have it. It divides our ccmi- 
munity into water-tight compartments and makes jus think and act 
as partisans and not as citizens, as Hindus or Muhammadans or 
Christians, not as Indians, and it must therefore interfere with the 
evolution of that citizen spirit which is the fundamental condition of 
nationhood. Let us hear what the authors of the Reform Scheme have 
got to say about the matter. The Montagu-Ohelmsford Report 
observes:— 

Indian lovers of their country uould be the first to admit that Indian generally 
have not yet acquired the citiaen spirit, and if we are really to lead her to self 
government, we mnst do all that we possibly can to call it forth in her people. 
Bivirion by creeds and dasses means the creation of political camps organised 
Aonb Atbar. anil tMiches men to think as nartiaans anJ nnt aa mfiaana* 



And again:— 


We regard any lystem of communal electoratea, therefore, aa a very eerious 
hindrance to the development of the 8elf*|p>venung principle. The evils of any 
eztennon of the syBtem are plain. 

In their own interests, I would ask the representatives of the 
Muhammadan community to discourage the system. Its effects, moral 
and material, are baneful. Again I quote the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Beport;— 

A minority whidi is given special representation owing to its weak and backward 
state, is positively encouraged to settle down into a feeling of satisfied security; 
it is under no inducement to educate and qualify itself to make good the ground 
which it has lost compared with the stronger majority. On the other hand, the 
latter will be tempted to feel that they have done all ^ey need do for their weaker 
fellow countrymen, and that they are free to use their power for their own purposes. 
The give-and-take which is the essence of political life is lacking. There is no 
ihdacement to the one side to forbear, or to the other to exert itself. 

But apart from the question of principle, the system would be an 
inncfvation in the municipal legislation of the Province. It is a new 
thing, foreign to our municipal system which has grown during the 
last fifty years without the adventitious aid of communal representa¬ 
tion. Despite all its faults and failings, it has attained a measure of 
success which is full of promise for the future. Should we then make 
this new departure P The matter requires the most careful considera¬ 
tion. The gravity of the problem is enhanced by >the consideration 
that if it is adopted in the municipal system of Calcutta, it will have to 
he extended in the near future to the mufassal municipalities and 
perhaps to the District Boards of the Province; and the amendment of 
the Bengal Municipal Act is imminent and that of the Local Self- 
Oovemment Act is not distant. You cannot, indeed, stop with com¬ 
munal representation in the Calcutta Corporation. You will have to 
extend it to the local bodies ouside the capital. You will he driven to 
it by the growing strength of accumulating forces which you will not 
be able to resist, if you do not resist them now. One step will lead to 
another. One precedent will prepare the way for another, and these 
are precedents not indeed broadening the bounds of freedom, but mak¬ 
ing for narrowness and restriction. I ask—^Is the House prepared to 
commit itself to this grave and fundamental change fraught with 
consequences, which it is impossible to anticipate P Lei the House 
pause and consider. I remember to have had a conversatioD with the 
late Sir Edward Bc^er when he was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
almost immediately after the introduction of the Minto-Morley scheme, 
and he said:— 



And Sir Edward Baker was no mean authority on municipal affairs. 
For«Bome years he was Secretary to the Mtinicipal Department in 
Bengal, and was in charge ol the Calcutta Municipal Bill which is now 
the law in force and which he helped, so far as he coiQd, to liberalise. 

There might haye been some show of reason for communal leine- 
sentation, if we could not deyise a method for the effectiye representa¬ 
tion of the Muhammadan community. But we haye been able to do so 
by reserving a minimum number of seats for them; and I claim, and 
I think the House will agree with me, that it is a better method of 
representation than any that the communal system could proyide. The 
member returned by the mixed electorates would share the confidence 
of both Hindus and Muhammadans, and it is yerv obyious that he 
cannot be either a Hindu or a Muhammadan extremist, for any element 
of fanaticism would depriye him of the votes of the one or other section 
of his electors. Do you want extremists or men of moderate views in the 
Calcutta Corporation, men who would make our local bodies worthy 
adjuncts to the Beformed Councils and a suitable training ground for 
the future legislators of the Province I' Let the Council answer. I 
have no doubt as to what the answer will be. 

There is a yet fiirther and to my mind a convincing argument iiom 
the Muhammadan point of view in favour of the mixed electorates that 
we propose. If the Muhammadan community had communal repre¬ 
sentation, they must, so far as the elections are concerned, be satisfied 
with the 13 seats reserved for them; for they could not stand for any 
ward in the general dectorate. They cannot have communal repre¬ 
sentation and at the same time vote in the general electorate. If, how¬ 
ever, they were to be returned through the general, electorate by mixed 
constituencies, they could stand for any of the wards in the general 
electorate. They would have the 13 seats reserved for them pluf any 
seat which they might secure in the general electorate. They would 
have no such prospect before them if they had communal representa¬ 
tion. Is the community going to be satisfied with 13 seats and no 
more, or have 13 seats plus any other which they miglU. be able to 
capture? Let them decide. Commonsense and reason dictate that 
the decision should he in favour of the mixed electorate in preference 
to communal representation. It might be said that this prospect means 
nothing; for the Muhammadan candidates will never be able to secure 
seats in the general electorate. I do not share this view, I have much 
greater faith in the potentialities of the Muhammadan community. 
What a marvelloas progress they have made in Bengal and elsewhere 
during the’last ten years. They are advancing by leaps and bounds, 
in culture, in enlightenment and in all that makes fcnr progress; and 
we Hindus, who look forward to a united nationhood, rejmce that it 
should be te. Ijet not the pest in this matter blind us to the prospects 


were by a change which we provided in the Bill. Hie voting qualifica¬ 
tion is to be reduced from Us. 24 to Bs. 12. This will qualify a large 
number of Muhammadan rate-payersj considerably in excess of the 
number of Hindu voters who would be thus enf^cbised. For it is 
notorious that the Hindus are a much richer community tiian are our 
Muhammadan fellow countrymen. Thus we have a‘substantial ground 
for hoping that the voting strength of the Muhammadan community 
in the general electorate of Calcutta will be increased under the pro¬ 
visions of the Bill, considerably in excess of that of the Hindus. 

I now come to the question of the franchise. Here again we pro¬ 
pose an advance. Under the existing law the payment of Rs. 24 a 
year as rates and taxes is the qualification for a voter. We have 
reduced it to Bs. 12. Further, we have brought in a large number of 
intelligent voters by providing thaij the payment of an annual rent 
of Bs. 300 for the occupation of a holding shall be a qualification. 
Both these provisions of the Bill were recommended by the Corporation 
and supported by the Conference to which I have more than once 
referred. One more change we have introduced which must be gratify¬ 
ing to popular sentiment. We have not altogether done away with 
plural voting, but have reduced the number of plural votes from 11 to 
1 in every ward in which the voter has jn'operty qualifying for the vote. 

We now proceed to discuss the powers and functions of the author¬ 
ities of the Corporation. Under the present law, there are three 
co-ordinate authorities, the Corporation, the General Committee, and 
the Chairman, all exercising independent jurisdiction in their several 
spheres. The Bill provides for their abolition and the restoration to 
the Corporation of its supreme authority over municipal affairs. We 
thus revert to the form of municipal government which prevailed from 
1876 to 1899. The system of co-ordinate authorities was borrowed 
from the Bombay Corporation where it has not proved much of a success. 
If you read the debates preceding the enactment of the present law, 
you will find that there was the most strenuous opposition offered to 
this change. The view of the leaders of the opposition of 1899 was 
upheld by the verdict of the Decentralization Commission and has now 
prevailed. The Corporation will be supreme; but it will have the right 
to delegate its powers to Standing and Special Committees and to the 
Chairman and to withdraw them at its discretion. 

The Bill makes an important change regarding the powers and 
functions of the Chairman and even a more signal departure in the 
manner of his appointment. The Chairman under the existing law 
exercises a dual function. He is the Speaker of the House, presiding 
over the meetings of the Corporation and of its Committees; he is also 
the head of the Executive. The strain entailed by this doable func¬ 
tion has taxed the energies of even the strongest and the mdd[t oapaUe 



here again we follow the recommendation of the Decentralisation Com* 
mission. Both the President and the Chairman will now be elected by 
the Corporation, the election of the latter being subject to confirmation 
by Government as in the case of other local bodies. The President will 
be called the Mayor. Whether a growing convention will designate 
him as Lord Mayor of Calcutta and decorate him with the usual golden 
chain is in the womb of the future, and 1 will not venture upon a 
pn^ecy; but in any case the Bill has made no proYision for his golden 
chain. (Laughter.) The designation of Cairman will disappear, and 
he will henceforth be called the Chief Executive Officer, and apart from 
general executive control he will exercise delegated authority, and 
independent powers only in resjiect of assessments and the preparation of 
the electoral roll and the conduct of electoral proceedings. 

^ 1 have not touched upon the administrative provisions of the Bill. 
With one impOTtant addition, they substantially reproduce the existing 
law, subject to such modifications as experience and the exigencies of 
new circumstances have necessitated. The addition to which 1 have 
referred relates to the provisions of an emergent Bill which the Corpora¬ 
tion submitted to Government and which are embodied in the present 
Bill. They vest in the Corporation new powers for the im^ovement of 
the milk supply, the more effective prevention of food adulteration and 
the con&olling and licensing of theatres and places of amusements. 

1 do not think I should'be justified in trespassing further upon the 
patience of the House. 1 have tried to explain the principles of the 
Bill and the more important changes which it proposes to make in the 
present law. I am sure the provisions of the Bill will in the main com¬ 
mend themselves to the approval of the House. 

Sir, may I at this stage be permitted to sound a personal note? 
To me, Sir, it is a matter of great personal gratification that it has 
fallen to my lot to introduce this Bill which proposes to restore to my 
native city its lost civic freedom. I well remember the cixcumstances 
which led to that unhappy consummation. For 1 was a member of tbe 
Bengal Legislative Council when the Municipal Act which we are now 
revising was passed. I opposed it. The Indian citizens of Calcutta 
condemned it. There was a general outcry against it. But ncme the 
less, it was placed on the Statute Book. But, Sir, even amid the 
darkness of despair and defeat, and when all hope was lost, my faith 
in the ultimate triumph of the principles of Local Self-Government never 
for a moment forsook me. 1 believed in the justice of British rule, and 
despite its lapses, in its steadffy growing progressive tendencies. 
Above all, my faith was unshaken and unshakable in the dispensa¬ 
tions of a God of Kighteousness, shaping and moulding the destinies 
of natiois, leading them upwards and onwards in His own insmutable 


scenes of the debate on the fateful day when this Act was passed which 
I desire, with the leare of the House, to repeat, I said:— 

Sir, most esraastly sod most emphstiesUy do I reooonoe all re^ponsibfltty 
in oonnsetkm with this measure; and I will oontinue to live in the hope, the fenst 
and the confidence, based upon my unswerving faith in the di^ensatkms of a 
God of Bit^teousness—will live in the hope and the trust that better days are 
yet in store for my native land, that the wisdom of the past will soon be vindicated, * 
and that the inestimate boon of Local Belf>Qovernment will, within a measurable, 
distance of time, be restored to the city of my birth, the home of my eiree, the 
destined home of my children and my <fi'’Idren’B childiwn, round which cluster my 
dearest, fondest and tenderest associations. 

These were my last words on the 27th September, 1899. Twenty- 
two years have come and gone. I expressed the hope and 1 ventured 
to indulge in the prediction that the inestimable boon of Local Self- 
Government would within a measurable distance of time be restored to 
the city of my birth. The time has come. The day has arrived. I 
have lived to see it. I thank God on my knees. 1 will not cry nunc 
dimittitf for 1 feel that my work in life is not yet over. But I claim 
that the faith that was in me (and which still glows with an inextin¬ 
guishable flame) has been justifled by the proceedings of to-day. May 
that faith i^netrate among the millions of my countrymen and inspire 
them with the patience and the passion to work on constitutional lines, 
wiUiout disturbance, without dislocation of the existing social and 
political machinery, for the attainment of that freedom which has been 
guaranteed to us by our Sovereign and the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom and which under the Providence of God is our destined inherit¬ 
ance in the evolution of the human race. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill which I have introduced is an obj^t- 
lesson in patience and in the triumph of the spirit of patience, whufli 
a section of my countrymen may well profit by. We have waited long. 
We have waited for nearly a quarter of a century. But we have waited 
in the firm conviction that the cause of justice and liberty must ulti¬ 
mately prevail. And now, the clouds have rolled away, and from amid 
the deep and depressing gloom which overwhelmed us and oppressed 
our souls in the closing year of the last century, there has emerged the. 
sunlight of hope which, if the House so desires and wills, will, I am 
sure, fructify not only in the re-establishment, hut the enlargement on 
abroad and enduring basis of our ancient civic freedom, thus setting 
an example of municipal self-government to the rest of India, and 
pointing out, us if with the index-finger, the future of our local insti¬ 
tutions which, following the precedent of Calcutta and free to work out 
their destinies, will be the nurseries of our public life, strengthening, 
fostering, developing among us and around us that citisen spirit, which 
is the truest safeguard and the strongest bulwark of all parliiunentary 



After the Hon’tie Sir Sorendn Nath Banerjea had ashed lor leaYo to 
introduoe ihoCalootta Hnnicipel Bill, 1921, as no members rose to speak, 
the Deputy-President' put the question. 

KImm BalMdHr Mllilirf ABDUS SALAM11 rise to oj^pose the motioa. 

Tht DEPUTY-PflEIIOENX^CBabu Surandra Nath Ray)i As I hare 

alre^y put the question, the Khan Bahadur is too late and cannot now 
addrMs tiie Council. 

On a diTision being asked for, it was taken with the following 
result: 


AYEa. 


AMy, isSa AimSya DImim. 

AAiMS, ■sNlvl AalisruSSIa. 

AH. MaMlvl A. H. M. Wsilr. 
am; MamMi Amir. 

*Atl, MHfMhi Aywb. 

SsntrHs, tiM Hm*M« Sir Surtmlra Nath, 
■aMrjM. Rai Rahasur AMiiaiH onanara. 
■artM. Hr. H. 

Rta, Hr. C. E. 

Garay. Br. w. L 
Cathaart. Mr. M. 

ChausfcaH, tafea Kiiharl Nahan 
ehauMburi, nal Naranaraiiath. 

GhuaShari, Sir Aihutaih. 
eahtiv Mr. D. S. 

Garria. Mr. W. 0. 

Oaa, Rabv ihlihaiaStv. 

Oaa eupta, Saha Nlbaraa GhanSra. 

Da, labu raaiaSralal. 

Day, Hr. 0. a 

Data, Rai sahadar Pyari UU 
DatC Hr. Ajay ChaaSar. 

Datti^ai iahaSur Dr. HarWhaa. 

DBtta, iaha Aaaada Oharaa. 

Daval, Hr. H. f, 

PraaMi, M^ P. 0. 

Qhaaa, Mr. D. 6. 

eh••^ Rai Rahasar jasMiSra ObaaSar. 
OaaSai Mr. t. W. 

Oardaa, Mr. A. D. 

Ha« ibah syas Eaisaial. 

IW aS l iy, Lt4aL 0. D. H. 

Haphyai^ Hr. W. I. 

Has, HaaM Ihranal. 

Haiaaia. HaaM HahaaMiaS HaSaaaar. 
Karia^ Haaivi AMal. 

Karr, tba Hairhla Hr. 4. H. 

Khan, iaha P aaa aSra Lai. 

LMft H^ S. 

Laraitar, Mr. P. A. 


Maharajashiraja lahadpr af Rarsinn, 
tha Han'hla. 

Malllli, tabH GaraaSra Nath. 

Narr, Hr. A. 

HaKanNa, Mr. D. p. 

Mitra, Rai iahadur Mahandra Ohaadra. 
Millar, tha Haa’bla Hr. P. D. 

Maltra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Mukbarjaa, Dabu Nitya Dhana. 
Mukharji, Prafaiatr G. a 
Malllak, Daba Nirada Dahary. 

Naakar, iaba Nam Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Rahadur Radha Oharaa. 

Payna, Mr. 0. P. 

Raa, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tha Han’bfa Sir Ahdmr. 

Raikat, Mr. praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar Chib ShakharatMr. 

Ray, Rai Rahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray Chaudhurl, Sabu Rrajandra Kiahar. 
Ray Ghaudhuri, Mr. Kriihm Chandra. 
Rahhiaan, MajaMMnaral, W. H. i. 

Ray, Dabu Nalini Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Sljoy Praaad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit shutan. 

Ray, Raja Mantlall Singh. 

Ray Ghaudhuri, labu Sallaja Nath, 
•arkar, labu Riahindra Natii. ' 
linha, labu lurandra Narayan. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stapbanaan, MP. H. L 
Subrawardy. Dr. A. 
suhrawardy, Dr. Haaaan. 

Swan, Mr. 4. A. L. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wataaa4myth, Mr. R. M. 

Whaalar, tha Htn'Ma Sir Hanry. 
WffllaiM, Mr. e. Addama. 

Wa r d a warth, Mr. W. 0. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Rhan.Raliadur Mauivi waMawddln. 
Ahmad, imaiud^ 

MHRid, Mvl 

lami, ■amM vekuliiiNMR. 

AInmA WmmM 4M. 

AMfclfc»A. 


Arhamuddin, mauivi KMUidahar. 
Ghermaktr, Rahg RtHh GMiirs. 
OhaitShuri, Khan lelrndgr MmM Nesar 
RSIHRSH. 

Gheuiligrii Eiulvl MMh MDRimmM.* 
PSrpRsH Mr.. K. ■* 



KarlNii MmiIvI ratlal. 

KiMIfl, MMlvi HUHM'VMIfk 

Khaii, MMivi pi. UMIn. 

KhM, Mr. RusMr Ralunan. 

KKm Cliayiharii PlaluiiHr Mtulti 

MHlMuniiMi EnliM All. 


HAferaiMlii Miimi. 
llAlwy, Mina pyluuiiiMi All, 
PalilMrMi, Maiilil Mi. AM«I 
RAHf, MMl«i iAali AMir. > 
•yferaaariy, Mr. HuMam tl iyfcyt i . 


The Ayes being 78 and the Noes 21, the motion .that leave be given 
to introduce the Bill was carried. 


The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. r 


Non-oHloial Member’s BilL 

The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Registration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1921. 

SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ introduced a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Registration Act, 1876.. 

The member addressed the Council in Bengali in support of his 
Bill. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENTS I.will now ask the Secretary please to 
read the title of the Bill. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 


Reeotutione 

(under the rules for the disouseion of motters of general puMie intereet). 

Ministers’ Salaries. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DEl ** This Council recommends to the Oot- 
emment that the Ministers’ salaries be henceforth placed in the 
voted list of the budget.” 

s 

I do not think that there is any necessity for making a long* speech 
on the subject of this resolution. The history of the contest on tbis 
point, during the various stages of development of the Reforms 
posals is well known Mid ^though the wording of the GovemmMit of 
India Act on the subject caused a gtk>d deal of controversy here, we 
h<^ there will be an end of it tbis time. As is. well .kaown, the 
Montagu-Cbelmsford Report projposed that the Minister sbpuM! hold 
office not at the will of the Legislature but at that of tiuor ocMtftHde&cy 



yean’ expermient to {dace their salaries in the voted items oi the had- 
get,; OT for the Oovemment of India to require that the salaries 
should be so treated. All these were rejected in the'^first Beform 
Despatch after 'closer examination. Its authors found that in view oi 
the inexperience of the electorate and its communal character, the idea 
of responsibility to the constituents, rather than to the Legislature 
was not expected to bear much fruit in practice. Several local Gov- 
enunents also pointed out that whatever the initial position of the 
Ministers might be in theory, it co\ild not in practice but be one of 
amenability to the Ijegislature, whitdi has power to grant or withhold 
sulkies. They concluded— 

. . . we feel bound at all eTonts to proceed on the assumption that a Minister, 
who finds himself at rariance with the views of those who are in a position to control 
his legislation and his supply and to pass votes of censure upon his administration, 
will recognise that he must make way for a more acceptable successor. That being so, 
we think the Ministers must be assumed from the very outset to be amenable to the 
liOgislatare. ft fellows that they would not be appointed for the life-time of the 
LegisUtare, bat at pleasure they would be removeable by an adverse vote of the 
Council. ... 

The joint Select Committee also recommended that the Ministers* 
salaries should he fixed hy the Legislative Council; that is the only 
way of making them responsible to it. < 

Section 52 (1) of Government of India Act states— 

There may be paid to any Minister, so appointed in any province, the same salary 
as is payable to a Mwber of the Executive Council of the province, unless a smaller 
salary is provided by vote of ^e Legislative Council of the Province. 

The motive of the section is quite clear; unless the Ministers* salaries 
be placed as a voted item, there can be no meaning of the qualifying 
clause to it. After such authoritative and explicit expression of 
opinion on th^ subject, it is difficult to understand why in the Bengal 
Budget Ministers* salaries were placed amongst the non-voted items. 
The Council was told when a dissenting voice was raised, that the 
Advocate-General of Bengal had expressed his opinion that the salaries 
should not be voted. Now we learn that a still higher authority, I 
mean the Attorney-General of England, has advised the Secretary of 
State that the Ministers* salaries in the Indian provinces should be on 
the voted list. This was exactly the view taken by most of us and 
the only natural one, consistent witb the spirit of the Beforms. The 
control of the transferred departments by the T«egislature and the re¬ 
sponsibility of. the Miiusters to it are re^^ed as two of the best fruits 
of the Beforms, and it is a juty that in the budget there was an attempt 
to deprive the Council of these fundamental rights, by a reading 
of tbe Act, which the words do not really hear. A resolution for the 
feductmn of the Ministers* salaries was brought before the Council of 
« sister province and was rejected, but the heed of th0 Government 


pat the Kiniiten’ salaries on the voted list. Bnt hm ^.oase;wM 
different. However we hope that the mistake will be rectified now, as 
it is better to be late than never. 

With these words* I commend the resolution to the acceptance of 
the Council. 

Tfw Hon’Me Mr. KERR: I think the Council will have gathered 
from the reply which was given yesterday by the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler to a question on this subject that Government are prepared 
to accept this resolution. The account of the matter as given by the 
mover is, I think, not quite accurate, and I will, therefore, just take the 
Council very briefly over the history of the case. On the 14th March, 
Sir Henry Wheeler made a statement in this Council in which he 
explafned the legal issues involved. I need not repeat those legal 
issues. Sir Henry Wheeler said that the view of the Advocate«General 
was that the Ministers* salaries, a dehate having already taken place 
under section 52 of the Act, should not be placed upon the voted list. 
That was the view of the Advocate-General, but Sir Henry Wheeler 
added that the Bengal Government had not the slightest desire to 
impede the Council in the exercise of any statutory rights which it 
might possess. He accordingly said that we were prepared to obtain 
tbe opinion of constitutional lawyers in. England on the debated point. 

We made a reference to the Secretary of State and^ as Sir Heniy 
Wheeler said yesterday, the opinion of the lawyers consulted is that the 
effect of the provisions of sections 55 (J) and 72D of the Government 
of India Act is that a vote of the Ijegislative Council taken before the 
presentation of the budget to determine a Minister’s salary does not 
preclude the Council from varying that salary hy subsequent votes 
and does not remove the salary from the control of the Council under 
section 72D. Accepting that rule, it will be necessary to place 
the Ministers* salaries under the voted heads in the budget to be in«- 
sented in this Council, and I need not say that we have arranged to 
do this next year and in future years. I am therefore prepared to 
accept the resolution on behalf of Government. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


PottpommenC of Rasolutionw 

Bobu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKARs With regca’d to the following 
resolution standing in the name of Babu Surendra Nath Bay, I beg 
leave to suggest that it he postponed till the next session:— 

*' This Council reconunends to the Government that early steps be 
taken for the establishment of a city civil court for Calcutta.’* 



^ ^oiCpMiMMnl of tht Bengil Villago Mf-GowmiMit Aot 

bf. Ai SUHRAWARDYl “ This G6uacil recommends to the 
GoTemment that the operation ol the Bengal Village Self-Goremment 
Act', 1919, be suspended in suck* areas where it has been subsequently 
found that local conditions are not at present favourable to the growth 
of MH-goveming institutions ** 

At the very outset, I desire to dispel the apprehension of some 
members of the Council by making it clear to them that although the 
resolution which I have moved is so worded as to include many'areas 
in the Presidency of Bengal, it has special reference to the conditions 
which prevail in the district of Midnapore with which I am closely 
associated. I believe it will-be in your recollection that the Bengcd 
Village Self-Government Act was regarded by its authors as an impor¬ 
tant advance in Local Self-Government, and an etcperiment of supreme 
importance with beneficial and far-reaching results. It was designed 
to combat the evils of diseases such as are rampant in the villages of 
Bengal. The Bill came into being with high hopes and the best of 
intentions. The people eagerly looked forward to it as a measure which 
promised them health and happiness. Not long ago, I myself 
received numerous petitions from the'villagers in the Sadar subdivision 
of Midnapore praying for an extension of the Act to certain groups of 
villages. But in less than a year a great change has come over the 
people of my district. Instead of praying for the extension of the Act 
they are now clamouring for its withdrawal. A tense situation has 
been created in the district of Midnapore, notably in the subdivision of 
Gontai. In a series of articles in the Avirita Bazar. 'Patrika^ 
Mr. B. N. Sasmal of Contai criticised at length the provisions of the 
Act and deidored the hardships of its operations. He put a number 
of questions for the members of the Bengal Legislative Council to 
answer. I do not desire to. take up the time of the Council by repeating 
those questions here, or recounting the causes which have led to the 
situa^on in Midnapore. I am not here to apportion the blame or 
determine the responsibility for the failure of the Act. Whether the 
unpopularity of. the Act is due to its inherent defects, or whether it is 
due to the inexperience of the of&cers who administer it or to the non- 
co-operation movement, I need.not consider at present. It is sufficient 
for my purpose here to tell the House that the people of Contai are 
con demni ng the Act, the operation of which they say is neither bene¬ 
ficial to them nor designed to cure the evils they suffer from. Hun¬ 
dreds and thousands of villagers , in the Gontai subdivision have 
.r^sed to pay their dues under the Act, whilst they cheerfully submit 
to the attachment of their property which is ten times more valuable. 



idea af ony meases, however beneficial, being tbrast «pon an nhwiU* 
ing people. These are my reasons for moving that the Bengal Tillage 
Se^>Govemment Act be suspended in such areas where it has been 
subsequently found that local conditions are not at present favouraUe 
to the growth of self-governing institutions, in other words, where the 
people are not sufficiently advanced to appreciate its benefits. I 
earnestly trust that the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government 
who has done so much for the growth of self-governing institutions 
will rise to the occasion and give one more proof of his strong and 
fte-sigbted statesmanship by accepting my resolution, and directing, 
on the advice of the Divisional Commissioners and District Officers, the 
suspension of the operation of the Act in such areas where it is desir¬ 
able that it should be suspended. By asking him to do this, I do no 
more than ask him to give effect to the provisions of the Act. 

THE DEPUTY<*PRE8IOENT: The next resolution being analogous 
to the one already moved, I now call upon Maulvi Bafi Uddin Ahmed to 
speak to the present motion. 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED being absent, the following resolution 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that in view of the 
financial crisis in Bengal the ojieration of the Bengal Village Keif- 
Government Act, 1919, be postponed for the present.” 

The discussion then proceeded on the resolution moved by 
Di’. A. Suhrawardy. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I am afraid the 
resolution which the learned mover, Dr. Suhrawardy, proposes for re¬ 
commendation to the Government, if adopted, will not help the situation. 
It is not that the people of the locality where the Village Self-Govem- 
meht was introduced do not or did not want it when it was in^duoed, 
but that they do not want it now as a result of the non-co-operation move¬ 
ment. What happened in Contai in the district of Midnapore where the 
mover of the resolution is the Chairman of the District Board is just 
happening in Birbhum. If the mover of the resolution thinks that after 
ihe introduction of the Act in a certain locality it has been found that it 
does not suit the conditions of the place, I do not know how far he is right. 
It is not that it does not suit the conditions of the place or that the people 
cannot pay the tax; the thing is that the people do not want to pay now. 
It is entirely within the power of the union board to revise the assessment. 
If it be found anywhere that the union board assessment has been morb 
than what the people can pay, it is quite within the power of the uniMi 
board again to revise the assessment. I will quote an^exunide 'di ia 


the union board wera ilsaessed at Re. 31 more than the totd amount oi 
the/^ old cbaidudari tax, - that is to say, all the other 
)>eople had to pay the chaukidari tax only, and then there was no 
objection. But the circumstances have.now so changed that when the Die- 
triet Magistrate went in conference with the'people, what they said was 
most surprising and shocking. It was not that they could not pay but 
that they would not pay even the chaukidari tax. When the Collector re¬ 
marked that if they did not care for the union board there was no reason 
why they should not pay the chaukidari tax, the people said that they 
would not pay the chaukidari tax even. This spirit is catching contagion 
in the other parts of the district. In all other union boards where the 
people are working very peacefully, going on with their works of deve¬ 
lopment and adopting many schemes for improvement and have paid al¬ 
ready half the year’s taxes—they, too, have been coming forward now 
with a statement that they would not pay because they find that a certain 
union of the very same district can afford without paying any tax what¬ 
ever. So if this resolution is adopted, the mere suspension of the opera¬ 
tion of the Act will not meet the sdtuation. As soon as the operation of 
the Village Self-Government'Act has been suspended, the people will 
demand something else in its stead and will decline to pay any tax at 
all. If that be the position, is it advisable to accept the resolution P 

Mr, BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: I do not think I have much to 
say after what we have heard from the Rai Bahadur. But I must say 
that it is a matter of regret that the mover has thought it necessary to 
bring forward such a resolution at all—a resolution which goes against 
the general trend of public opinion which is all for the introduction and 
development of the self-governing institutions in the country. It is our 
supreme duty in this Council to foster and do all we can to help the' 
growth of self-governing institutions. I am afraid there have been some 
misunderstandng and misgivings in some quarters—we should punish the 
whole nation hy striking at the very root of self-government. Under the 
Act, the Divisional Commisioners have got the power to restrict its 
operation in any union, and I think it would be much better if we leave 
it to the discretion of the Commissioners without ourselvps interfering 
wi^ the ordinary duty of supervision, which they have over the union 
boards, by passing a resolution in this Council to this effect; because in 
doing so we shall be only giving prominence and stability to feelings 
which would otherwise have their natural end within a short time. 

Wttii these words, I beg to oppose the resolution. 

MfUtvi tHAH ABDUR^ RAUF: I rise to give my whole-hearted sup- 
prat to the resolution moved by Dr. Suhrawardy. There are nipre reasons 
than one why I support this resolution. Perhaps my learned friends who 
on the other side are not aware of the financial distress that is 
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wliere the Village 8elf-Gh)Terninent Act is applicable. No doubt a per- 
ueal of the Act shows that it is meant for the benefit of the Tillagers. No 
doubt if it is applied properly and if funds are available to carry put the 
projects that are intended thereby to be carried out, it will improye the 
condition of the villages; but there are many villages.and many unions 
where this benefit is not at present wanted by the 4 )eop.le because of the 
financial distress. I speak from my personal experience as a mmber 
coming from, the district of Bangpur. I have on several occasions moved 
^e Collecor on behalf of the people of many a union to put a stop to the 
operation of the Act long before the non-co-operation movement fixed its 
root at Bangpur. I do not agree with my learned friend, the Bai Baha¬ 
dur, that the people do want it, but it is the non-co-operators who are at 
the bottom, and if the resolution is passed it will be giving a helping hand 
to the non-co-operators. 1 am sorry I have to difier from this point. As 
1 have already said, long before the non-co-operation movement found its 
way into Bangpur, 1 had received complaints from several persons against 
the introduction of this Act, which I laid before the District Collector. I 
fail to understand why a benefit is to be thrust upon the people who are 
unwilling to,receive it; if the people themselves do not understand the 
utility of the Act, if they do not like to take the advantage which the Act 
proposes to confer, it is no use thrusting it upon them. I know on many 
occasions there have been many cases of repression on account of the 
Realisation of the union taxes and there have been serious breaches of 
the peace in several places. The resolution does not say that the opera¬ 
tion of the Act, should be entirely suspended, but that its opera¬ 
tion should be suspended only in those areas where the local conditions 
are not at present favourable. 1 submit therefore, that this House will 
be well advised if it passes this resolution. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

B«bu AMULYA DHONE ADDYt I am astonished to find this reso¬ 
lution moved by one of the leading members of this Council. 1 am 
strongly of opinion that the operation of the Bengal Village Self-Govern¬ 
ment Act, 1919, should, instead of being suspended, be extended to all the 
villages in Bengal as early as possible. It was only in 1919, not more 
thmi two years ago, that this Act was enacted by the Council. We must 
give a fair trial to the operation of this Act before we express our opinion 
on the subject. We all know the high rate of mortality in villages and I 
understand that this is due to the absence of water-supply; and that is oee 
of the reasons 1 understand why a Board has been authorised tp jouvide 
water-supply within its jurisdiction. We all know how deidorable is the 
condition of the roads in the villages and I understand that is one 6C tiie 
reasons why the Board has been entrusted with the repair of ibe.Toads 
in their respective villages. We also know that mpet of the villagen 
mn illiterate; that is one of the reasons why the Board hiu been authoffsed 


m the duties which haye been entnisted to Board and the sooner they 
discharge these duties the better for thems^yes. ' That requires money 
and they must pay for it. 1 am really astonished to find that the villagers 
of Contai have refused to pay taxes—the pa 3 rment of toxes is not to the 
Qoyemment but to themselves for their own good, for the improvement 
of the roads and for the improvement of the water-supply. 1 am sorry to 
say that it is due to non-co-operation that they refuse to pay the taxes and 
tlmt ‘ should not be encouraged. It is noting but an introduction of 
a system, 1 m^n Panchayat system, which was in vogue some years ago. 
On the contrary we shall thask the Oovevnmcnt trn* the introduction 
of this system amongst the villagers themselves. The object is not to 
encourage litigation but to have their disputes amicably settled at the 
least cost to the parties themselves. 

With these remarks, I strongly oppose this resolution. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This is not a 
Hindu-Kuhammadan question. I have therefore much pleasure in 
supporting my friend, Dr. A. Suhrawardy, with whom I very much dis¬ 
agreed yesterday. This resolution is on the very face of it very in- 
(^ensive. It says; that the Village Self-Government Act be suspended 
in such areas where it has been subsequently found that local conditions 
are not at present favourable to the gro;wth of self-governing institutions. 
It leaves to the Government the power of withdrawing any area from 
the operation of the Act. So, I cannot find any ground for opposition to 
this very simple and inoffensive resolution. The Government has full 
power to extend or to withdraw the operations of the Act. He does not 
mean to say that Government had no power to withdraw under the Act! 
He simply suggests that Government should have the power of withdraw¬ 
ing any area from the operation of the Act, that is the whole resolution. 
So far as I am concerned, I would have been prepared to support the next 
and more general resolution. The objections to the present Local Self- 
Government Act are many. They have been detailed in the newspapers. 
No doubt they have been detailed by Hr. B. N. Sasmal, a non-co-operator, 
and in the non-co-operating newspapers, but that does not take away 
from the strength of the arguments. The facts mentioned by him are 
patent to everybody. The objections mentioned by him must be met and 
not whittled away. 1 cannot for a moment, 1 certainly do not and 1 will 
not give way to any agitation or non-co-operating activities, but when 
1 find there is reason for a real grievance, when I find that thousands of 
men are giving away their cattle and every movable property, it makes 
me pause. I say there must be some very grave and serious grievance 
which makes them do this. Mr. Gandhi alone could not do that. There¬ 
fore, I would very much desire the Minister in charge of Local Self- 
GcTemment Department to reconsider and redraft the liooal Sell-Govem- 
laent Act and place it before this enlarged and reformed Council. The 


KhM ■•hMliir ABDUt SALAM l The aubjeot o< duouaaion bamg the 
ViUage Self-QoTemment Act, I rise to ft point 6f order. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; The speaker ought to confine himself 

fte much as possible to the resolution before the House. 

«• 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The resolution 
prays that the operations of the Act be suspended, and in supporting, it, 
I say that when you ask that the Act should be suspended, it must-be on 
the ground that this Act is defective. Not upon any other ground can 
I ask you to suspend it. Therefore I appeal to the Minister in charge to 
amend the Act and to make it popular. 

Raf MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; 1 beg to oppose the 
resolution. Being connected with the district board for a long time I 
think I can explain to the hon^ble mover that he is not jnstified in press¬ 
ing this resolution to the Council. The resolution itself appears to be 
very vague. Although he refers to the “ local conditions which are not 
at present favourable to the growth of self-governing institutions, he 
does not'define what these conditions are. Nor are we in a position to 
understand what the hon’ble mover means by local conditions as he has 
not explained them. The expansion of self-governing institutions 
dei>eud8 entirely upon the growth of the unions themselves. The unions 
are the units of the success of local self-government and when the unions 
were catalogued by district boards they inquired into the capacity of 
those unions who could stand the growth of self-government. If rate¬ 
payers of these unions are poor and are unable to pay the tax, they are all 
free from the law and from the operation of the Act itself. The mover 
suggests that some unions should now be exempted from the operations 
of tbis Act, but may I ask what was the state of things when they were 
included in the list? Then, again, if there he any difficulty it cau be 
settled by tbe Commissioner of the Division in consultation with the 
Chairman of the District Board. There is that prorision under the law 
and I remember very well that when this Act was on the Legislative 
anvil the question was raised and discussed by the old Council. FoWefa 
were given to cei-tain officers who could settle disputes; the district board 
has tbe authority to interfere in the matter and consequently there is ft 
harmonious settlement of the whole question. Therefore, what is the 
necessity of referring this matter to the Council P It is a vague reaolutitm 
not based upon any proper idea of the question that has been raised. 1 
am not justified in entering into the ulterior motives, but I can say that 
if there be a dispute between the'Gircle Officer and the nte-pftyers that 
question can be settled by tbe district board and the Commissioner of 
the Division. If the decision of the Commissioner of the INrision be 
iagainst the interest of the rate-payers, that particular matter may bb 
bronghi to the notice of Government. Supposing the Council allows 


ttot tonc^ ^ose who are moving thie resolution and even if aeoepted it 
will not have a salutary effect. I, therefore, submit that we must have 
oonorete casea to deal with and this can be done by thosei in whom the 
authority is vested. These are the grounds of my opposition to the re- 
solution itself. Sir, I have no quarrel with the co-operator or n<m«>od- 
pperator in discussing this question. I am much concerned with the 
growth of local’ institutions and note that the unions are the important 
units of self-government. I stand upon legal grounds, upon the inter¬ 
pretation of the section itself and upon the spirit of the Act. If you 
allow this resolution to be passed, I am sure that local institutions in the 
unions will be at an end. 

The Council here adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. - 


Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDS In theory the ViUage Self^Iovem- 
ment A,ct has been found to be of good use to the people but in practice, 
however, a good d^I of difference existed. Of course, we have no 
ambition to live in palaces and to be drawn in a cbariot of four borses; 
no theories will help us to do that. But people are unable to pay 
even the chauhidari taxes and if the i taxes be further increased they 
would be unable to pay them. It would be impolitic to impose further 
taxation on them. Any fresh taxation will simply help the non-co- 
operation movement. It is no good forcing the Village Self-Government 
Act on the people who cannot afford to pay the taxes. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I have some sympathy 
with the resolution moved by my friend Dr. A. Suhrawardy. The intro¬ 
duction of Local Self-Government to any area must be optional; if the 
X)eople do not want it, it should not be introduced. In the resolution it 
is suggested that though the Village Self-Government Act h^ been 
introduced, the operation of the Act should be suspended if the people 
subsequently cluinge their mind. If I remember aright, there is a pro¬ 
vision in the law that the operation of this Act may be suspended by the 
Commissioner. If the Village Self-Government Act is not to the lik¬ 
ing of the people concerned, I think, the Commissioner would not be 
unwilling to suspend or withdraw it. We are not to think of the co- 
operator or the non-co-operator; we are concerned with the operation 
of the Village Self-Government Act. It may be Giat under the persua¬ 
sion of the Circle-Officer or some pressure exerted by the District 
Officer people agreed to the formation of a union Imrd, but if subse¬ 
quently they find that for some reason or other tiiere difficulties 
in tho way of realisation of the taxes, the Act should be suspended or 



• -So far as 1 remember there ia proTiiiott in the law for aome taxation. 
Bai Mahendra Chandra Kitra Bahadur points out there may be aome 
difficulties in the beginning, but is there any knowing how long these 
difficulties will continue f In this view of the matter 1 am in faTOur of 
the proposition made by my friend Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

Matilvi EMADUDDIN AHMEDs 1 beg to oppoM this resolution and 
my reason is this: If we study the history of British rule (I think I 
may say without fear of contradiction) we find Uiat tiiere has been a 
little amiss in not spreading education among the masses. The Village 
Self-Gbvemment Act is the first principle upon which the education 
of the masses in self-government is to be taught and not on the amount 
of tax realised from any particular area. The masses must be educated 
in the principle of Local Self-Government, but individual cases may 
come forward in which it is impossible to meet the cost; in that case 
the district board may help. But to suspend the operations of the Act 
would be to strike at the root of the very principle of Self-Government. 
On this principle and not on monetary consideration I am opposed to 
this resolution. 

The incident at Gontai is no doubt due to the non-co-operation move¬ 
ment. In my district some people came forward to get the benefit of 
the Village Self-Government Act. They find that by paying a little 
tax they can improve the water-supply by excavating some wells, 
improve sanitation and even education; certainly there are other consi¬ 
derations and difficulties, but that is no reason why the operation of the 
Act should be suspended. It is the duty of the District Officer, the 
Chairman of the District Board and all members of the District 
Board to educate and enlighten the people as to the benefits of the Act. 
The taxes may be lowered down but the suspension of the operation 
of the Act is unthinkable. On the above ground I am opposed to 
resolution. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED >MADA88UR HU88AIN: I rise to oppose the 
resolution which has been moved by my learned friend Dr* Suhrawardy. 
Sir, I think that if there is to be no self-government in villages, there 
should be no self-ffovemment in the province. The only objection that 
has been Taised by some of the supporters is that the villagers are poor, 
that they are unable to pay the union board tax, and that therefore the 
operation of the Acts should be suspended— 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Please put on your head-dress. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Ufay I rise to a point of orderf Is it the 
rule that only Muhammadans should put on their head-dress P I must 
frankly tell the House that we are rather sensitive about this point. 




Mwivi MAHAMMED MADAMUR HUMAINl The Depaty- 
Preeident ie quite correct. I should haTe had my head-dress on. 

The only objection which has been raised by some of the supporters 
is that the Tillagers are poor, that they are unable to pay the union 
board tax and that therefore the operation of the Act should be sus¬ 
pended. 

If t^e carefully consider what the functions of the Tillage union 
boards are, we will find that these functions are divided into two classes. 
The first is the maintenance of chaukidars, and the second is the 
improrement of sanitation, water-supply, village education, etc. Now, 
by the operation of the Village Self-Government Act, the Village 
Chaukidari Act is abrogated. Even if we suspend the operation of the 
Village Self-Government Act, atill the Village Chaukidari Act will be 
there, and for the purpose of maintaining the chaukidars you will have 
to raise taxes and find money, and how can you find money without 
taxing the people? If you propose to suspend the operations of the 
Village Self-Government Act, you must be prepared to raise taxes for 
the maintenance of the chaukidars, because you cannot do away with 
chaukidars; the chaukidari lands with the help of which previously the 
chaukidars used to be maintained, have been alienated by the Govern¬ 
ment. That is a big question; I am not dealing with the point whether 
Government is right or wrong in alienating the chaukidari lands, and 
frittering away the resources of the village. The simple question 
before the Council is whether you shall suspend the operations of the 
Village Self-Government Act in some of the districts. We cannot 
abolish chaukidari taxes; it is not within our power to abolish chauki¬ 
dari taxes. Then why do you suspend the operations of the Village Self- 
Government Act? Even in those places where you think that the 
people are very poor, where you think the people cannot or are not in 
a position to pay taxes, you should raise only so much in taxes as will be 
sufficient for the maintenance of the chaukidars. If you like to im- . 
prove the sapitary condition of the villages or improve roads or the 
ireter-supply, you may ask the district board for funds, or you may 
a^ Government for a grant and they will help you, and in fact, you may 
do so much good as will be compatible with the money that may be at 
your disposal. 

With these words I beg to oppose the resolution of my friend 
Dr. Suhrawardy. 

My friend the Bai Bahadur says that it is owing to non-co-operation 
that the people are raising objections to the maintenance of these iqiion 
bo^ds. I say it is not; I come from the same district—Birbhum— 
^m which the Bai Bahadur comes. Hr. Lamboum, the District 
Magistrate, requested me to go to some places and explain to the people 
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to &OB-<H>.operatioii that the people refoaed to pay taxes or refuel to 
hare anything to do with union boands. It is for other reasons. ' When 
1 go to the union boards, the people ask me how it is that (he Oov^n- 
ment have alienated the lands by which the chaukidars used to:be main- 
iained and have now given them over to the samindars; they further 
Bay that if these lands had been left to the Tillage, there would haye 
been no need to raise taxes for the purpose of maintaining the chauki¬ 
dars. I am a lawyer and know something of the law, and I know the 
reason why Ooremment have made over the chaukidari lands to the 
landlords. I tried to explain the reason, but they were not at. all con¬ 
vinced. They only repeated the request that I should move the Govern¬ 
ment to let them have their chaukidari lands back, and after that they 
say they will themselves raise taxes for the improvement of sanitation, 
water4upply, village education, and things like that. All this is not 
due to non-co-operation. Non-co-operation in our district has not 
found any place. It may be that during the recent settlement opera- 
iions, non-co-operating agitators may have tried to accelerate the 
unrest which was there before. 

It is fpr these reasons that I beg to oppose the resolution of my 
friend Dr. Suhrawardy. 

i . . 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am very sorry I have 
got to oppose the motion of my friend Dr. Suhrawardy. I do not think 
that he, of all men, should have-pi:opo8ed*a resolution, which, to my 
mind, is an almost suicidal character. The Village Self-Government 
Act is the seed laid in the village out of . which our future life has got 
to grow. Do you want to smother that growth? Thai is what is 
proposed. If it is thought that there are defects in the Act, that there 
are certain sections which are working in a way which is very hard 
for the people over there, by all means suggest improvements. The 
present Council is somewhat different-from the Council of 1919 which 
passed the Act. You have now your own men, who can bring yonr 
grievances to the front, and you can ask your friends to help you to 
get the Act amended on the right lines, but pray do .;noi for one 
moment try to smother this institution out of which our future village 
life, our social life, even our national life has got to grow. I do not 
know if my friend has thought over this matter from this point of 
view, and I think I would ask him to reconsider the situation and 
withdraw his motion, and to help the Hon’ble Minister to see what 
can be done to better the Act, and .to make it mote suitable to, the 
need^ of the country. It has been said that onrs is a poor country; 
it is so, we are a poor' people indeed, and it is for this reason that 
people cannot do things by themselves. Poor people must, combine, 
they must co-operate; that is the only me&od by .which poor pebide 


TiUagen; we have to join to'getlier, fnd iKen I can do some good 
bo^ ior myself and my fellow villageTs. Hy ancestral borne is it 
Singbnr. Last year, tbe. President of tbe Union Board, who i) also 
the Secretary of the'School Committee of which I am the Prudent 
brought to my notice a serious and determined opposition to this, as 
the people were coming to him and saying that they would not pay 
taxes and were seriously opposing him. I asked him to call a meeting 
of all' these tiUb^tb and the neighbouring villagers and have a' talk 
with them. I went down about s fortnight ^ter, I met these people* 
discussed the matters with them at two or three meetings and now, 
after eight or nine months, they hare appreciated the good work done 
hy the President, with the result that we have been able to carry out 
some improvement in the locality. Last week I went there to hold a 
meeting of my school committee. I have no magnetic personality, or 
attractiveness like some of my young friends here, hut I found there 
that things are taking shape and matters are improving. I ftm pe^ 
fectly sure there are' very few unions which have made better progreia. 
witiiin this short time in the matter of drinking water, sanitation, 
imiwovement of roads, etc. The young President does everything 
himself. In fact he asked me, on the last occasion on which I went 
there, to bring to the notice of the Minister in charge, that the district 
boards and loc.al boards and the Bailway Boardr were not doing their 
duty in keeping their roads clear of jungle and in order. If you 
explain these things to the people, they will soon find tliat it will paiy 
them to look after things themselves. That is the only way in which 
we can teach the people, and we can learn ourselves what communal 
life is; our own vHlage and national life. Do not .{dease smother this 
Act; it will no{ he the proper thing to do. <If there are hardships in 
a locality, you should go to the Chairman of the District Board or the 
President of the Village Union Board; take them into your confi¬ 
dence and use your influence with them. It is said that the people are 
unreasonable; they may be so, but they are our own people and we have 
got to workVith them. 

I do not think that this resolution ought to be accepted at all, and 
1 hope my friend will take all these facts into consideration and see 
his way to withdraw the motion. 

HI BAR AH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: It has been said 
that we are on the highway to national progress, but if this Council 
Adopts the resolution iQOved by Dr. Suhrawardy it will be described as 
A hoflse of masons who are clever enough to bridal the apex of ihie 
pyramid without laying the base. We are striving for aelf-deteraun- 
ation and self-government, but at tbe 'same rime, we ignore the 
has been stated, times without number, that without soli- 


there are people • who do noi like this place of legiilaiion. As regards 
these Tillagers, if you look to the psychologioal aspect of things^ you 
will find that they are mostly agrionltnristsi and any measnre which 
you introduce for their benefit and utility, may be difficult to carry 
out, particularly when there is a question , of taxation inyolTad. 
They are taxed by the Supreme Q-oyemment, they are taxed by tie 
Proyincial Goyemment, they are taxed by the District Administration, 
but they do not like to be taxed by themselyes for their own benefit. 
That is what my friend suggests by his resolution. Here, under the 
, proyisions of the Village Self-Goyemment Act, they haye to tax them- 
r selyes, for their own benefit, in order to improye their own conditions. 
How, the Villa^re Self-Goyemment Act was passed by the Goyemment 
and it is not proposed to amend the Act, nor is it proposed to annul 
that Act, but it has been proposed by Dr. Suhrawardy that under 
peculiar circumstances, in particular areas the operation of the Act 
should be suspended. Goyemment did not extend the operation of the 
Act, all at once to all parts of the proyince. The Act is being gradu¬ 
ally extended. I do not know tbe conditions of Hidnapore, but I read 
in' the papers that certain non-co-operators are trying there to imxness. 
upon the people that the Act is not for their benefit, bnt meant simply, 
for raising money by taxation, and whenever the question of taxa¬ 
tion is raised, there is no difficulty in inducing people to oppose it. 
But at the same tme, taking into consideration the illiteracy, the 
want of intelligence and other conditions of these villagers, they have 
to be taugbt the art of self-government. By speeches either in the* 
Legislative Council or the Jjegislative Assembly, I do not think it will 
be possible to teach them the rules of sanitation or the utility of other 
measures which go for their improvement. For instance, take tiie case 
of co-operative societies. Are the villagers even now impressed with the 
utility of these societies? I do not think so; we have got to teach 
them. If the provisions of the Local Self-Government Act are properly 
followed and properly applied, there will be no difficulty in carrying 
them out. 

Then as regards taxation, I submit to this House, that there is 
already the chaukidari tax in existence, and where the union boards 
are formed there will not be any chaukidari tax, and when any {nroposal 
for important sanitary improvements comes forward, why should 
people refuse to pay taxes? Of course the non-co-<^>eTator8 hy ieOmg 
the people that the taxes are too high and that it. will.be an i4di- 
tional burden on the people and so they must not pay the tax, 
poison the minds of the villagers and they reforo to pay. ^We msat do' 
our best to try and remove that idea by teaching the peo^e that it is ' 
for their own benefit that they are asked to tax themselves and 
pie so realised will be spent for their own benefit,. Then 


If they raise taxes for their 6wn benefit and get a portion of the cesses 
from the district boards, I think they will Tory much appreciate the 
(voTisions of tile Bill and the object of the Legislature in passing the 
Bill, will be achieved. 

*Wiih regard to the peculiar circumstances in Midnapore, I think this 
Ckiunril should be the last to adopt the procedure recommended in 
the resolution. Let not the idea get abroad that we are divided in 
*our own House as this will give a fillip to the spirit of non-co-operation. 
Further, as has been pointed out by Bai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra, the resolution has been very indefinitely worded. It is 
I^oposed in the resolution to suspend the operations in such areas, 
where it has been subsequently found, etc.*' Who is to find that out? 
Then, again, ** local conditions we not at present favourable, etc." 
What are the local conditions? 

It may be said that the country is not prepared for the Beforms 
or for iSelf-Qovernment. That kind of talk should not be tolerated. 
That will he really laying the axe at the very root of self-government 
itself. 

The Hoil>ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Let me con¬ 
gratulate the House on the public spirit, if I may say so without imper¬ 
tinence, and the capacity which it has displayed in connection 
with the question of local self-goveiument which it is my privilege to 
control. The debate has disclosed the fact tiiat there is a strong 
cleavage of opinion in the House as to the merits of this particular 
resolution. There is a strong feeling against it; there are also some 
who are in favour of it. The feeling against it is founded on the love 
of self-government which a Council like this must necessarily cherish. 

In 1919 we passed the Village Self-Government Act and now, under 
the shadow of the Befonus in 1921, when we are working the , new 
Befoims, we are called upon to suspend the Act in such areas where the 
local conditions are not favourable. Naturally the sense of the House 
revolts against a proposition of this kind. There may he some, familiar 
with the local conditions in x^ticular areas who may favour a 
resolution of this kind, but the House must realise that in the abstract, 
a resolution of this nature must appear to he reactionary and that accounts 
for the general opposition which has been offered to-night, and 
X must say that, as Minister in charge of Local Self-Government, 1 
do not like any retrograde step to be taken in connection with anything 
with which I am entrusted. If circumstances compel me in any par¬ 
ticular area to take such a step, I may have to do so, but with the 
utmost reluctance, and with the greatest hesitation. Therefore, I am 
in e.ntire sympathy with the House in the.attitude which.it has 
assnined with regard to the general aspect of the question. This is a 
i»ik)j|ionary proposition whndi miliiates against the vital principles ol 


We introduce local eelf-goyemment in an area; the union boards ard 
not established at once; after*a considerable time. We send round 
our circle officers; they go about making inquiries and talk to the 
people, and when they find that a certain body of public feeling has 
been created, union boards are established. Therefore, we start at 
the very genesis upon the assumption that this institution is sui>- 
ported by local public opinion. Suppose in the course of events, a 
body of public opinion is created against the continuance of ^ 
such an institution, what are we to do P The institutions of Ictoal 
self-government are based upon popular feeling, if the people 
do not want them, we cannot thrust them upon them; if they want 
them, we rejoice. What I desire to say on behalf of Government is 
that ^e are most anxious to extend the union boards throughout Bengal 
and our solicitude in this matter has been evinced by large number 
of local boards—the number is over 1,000—which have been created all 
over Bengal within the last two or three years, and the number is 
steadily increasing; not long ago, I circularised the District Magistrates 
in order that they should take a x)articular interest in this matter, 
and hiirry on the establishment of union boards within their areas. 
Thus the sympathy of Government is entirely in favour of the extension 
of the movement and in favour of the creation of union boards. 
But, Sir, through whatever causes if in any particular locality circum¬ 
stances are unfavourable and public sentiment demands the discon¬ 
tinuance of these union boards, then in accordance with the 
spirit of local self-government, we must give the utmost consideration 
to the circumstances and take note of them, and deal with them in 
accordance with the principles of local self-government, however 
reluctant we may be to do so. Therefore, it comes to this, that if 
despite the sympathy and solicitude we feel to add to the number of 
these union boards, if we feel that circumstances are so unpropitious 
to the continuance of these institutions, we shall have to take note of 
the fact and, if necessary, with great reluctance, suspend them. 

That, I think, is the true principle of local self-goyemment which I 
am charged to enforce. Therefore, I want to tell my friend, 
in view of the attitude of this House, with which I am in deepest 
sympathy, that he should withdraw this resolution with the assurance 
that I desire to give him that in any particular case that may be 
brought to my notice, in which the unfavourable conditions are of an 
acute character, that case will receive my careful consideration. I 
trust that after this assurance my friend will withdraw his motion. 

Dfi At SUHRAWARDYt In view of the pronouncement of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge, and the assurance that he will give the 
utmost consideration to particular cases, I beg leave to withdniw thiq 


Looation pf Prasideney Magistratet’ CourUi 


Rai Dl*« HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs ** This Oouuoil recomiuends 
to the GoTernment^ 

(i) That the present arrangements o{ having the courts of the 
Presidency Magistrates in the same building, for the trial 
of * serious * as well as * petty ’ cases, but at different 
places, in Calcutta, be abolished; 

(it) That hencefoi’th all courts for the disposal of * serious ’ 
criminal cases, in Calcutta, be located in one and the same 
building or in detached buildings in the same compound, 
in some central place in the city; and 

(ut) That all courts for the disposal of * petty criminal cases * in 
Calcutta, be located in a building or buildings which is or 
are detached from, but close to, the court for the trial of 
* serious * criminal cases.” 

This is the third occasion on which a proposal is being put forward 
in this Council, on the subject of the location of the police courts in 
Calcutta. I have been induced to move in the matter in consequence 
of facts which have come within my own observation as an Honorary 
Presidency Magistrate. 

In days of yore, the Faujdari Adalat was situated in Faujdari 
Balahhanay in Calcutta. But, with the introduction of the British sys* 
tern of Administration of Justice, the Criminal Court of Calcutta came 
to be located at Lai Bazar and there it remained for more than a 
century. It may, however, be mentioned that, in 1845, Calcutta was 
divided into two Magisterial Divisions, viz., ” Nwth ” and ** South,” 
but the courts of the Magistrates of both the Divisions continued in 
the same building at I^al Bazar. The system worked well and the 
public were never put to any great inconvenience in coming to the 
centrally-situated police court at Lai Bazar and there was ** no cry 
from any section of the public to break it up into sectional courts 
located in different parts of the town ” {vide Bengalee, ISth May, 
1913). 

It appears that, in 1913, ” all the available space and buildings ” 
within the Police compound at Lai Bazar were ** urgently required by 
the Commissicmer of Police for his own purposes ” and a cry was raised 
that Calcutta was too big for one Central Police court and that the 
accommodation in the police court building at Lai Bazar was inade¬ 
quate and that the then existing arrangements were ** seriously incon¬ 
venient to all concerned and rendered the orderly and prompt despatch 
of business a matter of great difficulty ” and it at once became ** the 
subject of the most anxious consideration by the Local Gorenuneni.” 



lay in the entire removal of the police courts to another site ” (vide 
Calcutta Gazettef 9th April, 1913, Part IV—A, p. 468), 

“ To relieve the jAysical congestion ” of the police oonrts at Lai 
Baser, His Excellency in Council, however, decided as an experi¬ 
mental measure to create two new courts in the Northern and South¬ 
ern portions of the town, respectively, and effect was given to 
the same from the 16th January, 1914 (vide Resolution No. 1663 F.—^D,, 
dated June 4th, 1913, p. 709, Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette, dated 
June 11th, 1913). 

But, shortly after the partition of the police courts was effected, the 
old promises occupied by the offices of the Commissioners of Police, 
Calcutta, was demolished and the Chief Presidency Magistrate was asked 
to make room for the Commissioner of Police and had to remove 
himself from IjoI Baear to that old and dilapidated building at Banksholl 
Street. And it at once became apparent that it was really, for the 
convenience of the police that ** the makeshift remedy was resorted 
to. 

With the partition, however, there was a considerable increase in 
the recurring and non-recurring charges (as the statement placed in 
the Council table on the 4th July, 1921, in reply to an unstarred ques¬ 
tion of mine bearing No. 24 would show) and the measure instead of 
producing any benefit to the public put them to serious inconvenience 
and hardship and delayed the prompt despatch of business. Upon 
this, the Hon’ble Maulvi A. E. Fazl-ul Haq moved a resolution, at ft 
meeting of the Bengal liegislative Council, held on the 13th December, 
1915. 

The Hon*ble Mr. Lyon, on behalf of the Government said— 

. . . while opposing the resolution and leaving the decision to the Council, I 
would say that we shall be very glad indeed to receive any advioe in the matter. 
We have definitely taken up this change of courts as an experimental measure, 
and we do not wish to come to a final determination in too great a hurry. . . I 
would suggest, therefore, tiiat the resolution be not accepted by hon*ble meihbers 
until wo have gained farther experience which will mable iia to arrive at a decision 
on more adequate grounds. 

Though the resolution was put and lost, it'did not meet with an 
absolutely direct negative. All that was said about the Eyd* Street 
Police court was considered and the Gtivemment, after carrying eii 
the experiment for more than two years, at a cost of a few Inkha of 
rupees, at last realised that **' the Eyd Street Police court had not been 
an entire success, as there was not sufficient work for it at the time 
hut, curiously enough, embarked on another piece of experimentatiim. 
The Eyd Street Police court was abolished and, in lieu of tiiree, two 
police courts, with altered jurisdictions, were called into existence 



Tbe Hon'ble Hr. A* K. Fasl-ul Haq—after the expeiimeni^*’ had 
a further trial for about four years—again moyed a resolution at a meet¬ 
ing of the Bengal LegislatiTe Council, held on the 4th July, 1919. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan stated that 
** it was a distinct advantage to bring justice nearer the people ” and ‘ 
there was nothing to show that the present arrangement was not 
working satisfactorily.” 

As an Honorary Presidency Magistrate I am in close touch with the 
working of the police courts. From what 1 have seen myself and 
from the numerous complaints which have reached mo from time to 
time, I should say that the present arrangement is not working satis¬ 
factorily. The present system of having the courts of the Piesidency 
Magistrates at different centres caused great haidship to the public. 
It is only a truism to assert that the ** public are benefited by the dis¬ 
posal of their cases much nearer their homes.” It is quite obvious that, 
during the working hours of the courts, most of the people (for whose 
alleged benefit the new courts have been called into eiiistence) do not 
remain at home but go either to the office-quarters or to business areas 
of the town and that the centre of their gravity lies near about the 
Dalbousie Square between 10 a.m. and 5 r.u. It does not tend to the 
convenience of either the parties or t^eir witnesses by the holding of 
a court nearer their homes at a time when most of them are far away 
from their homes. -Great inconvenience is also felt by the commercial 
people and the public officers in attending the Northern Division police 
court at Jorabagan, which is far away from the commercial and busi¬ 
ness areas and office-quarters of the town. Most of the Honorary 
Presidency Magistrates, I may say, feel gi'eat inconvenience in attend¬ 
ing the Jorabagan court and a far larger numlwr of them express 
unwillingness to attend the Southern Division court than tlie Northein 
Division court. So far as the people in the Southern Division of the 
town are concerned, they have not been benefited in any paHicular way 
by the location of the Southern Division court at Bankshall Street, 
which is only at ,a short distance from the old Lul Bazar Police court 
building. But tbe location of tbe Northern Division court at Jora¬ 
bagan has greatly inconvenienced the public. Judged from tbe point 
of view of public convenience, the Jorabagan court does not suit the 
public as the majority of the litigants are poor men and a court cen¬ 
trally situated and easily accessible by tram cars is more convenient 
than ^urts situated at places out of the ti*amway route and only acces¬ 
sible through tbe more costly agency of hackney-carriages or motor¬ 
cars. 

So far as tbe court buildings are concerned ” it baa always been a 
source of complaint by the public that the accommodation provided for 


A.college building and an old office premises were converted into 
courts at Jorabagan and Banksball Street respectively. Tbey are in 
many respecte unsuitable for police courts. The Banksball Street 
court building is very old. It was long ago condemned as unsafe. The 
rooms on the gi'ound-floor are dark and unhealthy. The main stair¬ 
case is enveloped in such darkness that one is always in danger of hreak- 
iiig his shins. The rooms on the first floor are small, rather dark, ill- 
ventilated and quite unfit for use as court-rooms. The accommodation 
is highly insufficient. The flrst floor becomes so much crammed with 
men, that one can pass and re-pass with considerable difficulty. The 
** physical congestion ** is Worse than that at Lai Bazar. The rooms 
on the second floor are not used as court-rooms, for fear that the whole 
building may tumble down. There is every now and then a stampede 
in the court as soon as a little sand-plaster peels off from the ceiling of 
any room. The building have, however, one redeemiag feature, viz., 
that it has a spacious compound attached to it. 

The Jorabagan bnilding is unsuitable in many respects for use as a 
court. Tbe greater part of it is occupied by the police and the housing 
of the Police and the Magistracy in the same enclosure is certainly 
undesirable. The number of rooms is insufficient and does not afford 
suitable accommodation to the Honorary Magistrates who are requii'ed 
to attend. The different departments of the office have been crammed 
into one small room. There is no loek-np attached to the court-rooms. 
The under-trial prisoners are taken up and down from floor to floor 
admlst the vast crowd assembled there. There are no waiting rooms 
for the witnesses. There is no covered spiw^e outside where people 
could gather and consequently every body has to wait in the confined 
verandahs of the court to the great inconvenience of all concerned. 
'I'he noise created in the confined verandahs and the incessant rumble 
of passing ticca-gharris^ motor-cars, laden carts and the cry of hart- 
hole make it difficult at all times to hear what is going on in the courts. 
A gi'ave error has beeu committed in attempting to accommodate the 
Northein Division courts on an inadequate and undesirable and incon¬ 
venient site. 

The partition of the Calcutta Police coxii*tB has not produced the 
l>enefit8 that its official sponsors claimed for it. There has been an 
uneven distribution of work between the Magistrates. 

At lial Bazar, all the Presidency Magistrates sat in one building 
and the Cliief Presidency Magistrate took cognizance of all casef and 
transferred them to other Magistrates, regard being had to the state 
of their files and there was a fair distribution of work. Now the Magis¬ 
trates sit in different parts of the town, exercise limited jurisdiction, 
take direct cognizance of cases arising within areas allotted to them, 
and tbe distribution of work amongst them is not even. This is as it 


based more on considerations of ^eograpbical area than on tbe quantity 
pf work actually arising within their jurisdictions {vide the statements 
placed on the Council table on the 4th July 1921, in answer to unstar- 
red question No. 247). The result of the present arrangement has been 
that one Magistrate rises at 3 p.h., and another goes on holding court 
till 6 p.H. 

It was stated that the partitions would lead to a prompt despatch of 
business. But events have turned out different from what the aiithori- 
ties expected. The Hon’ble High Court had only, of late, to complain 
more than once for a general delay in the disposal of the cases on the 
files of some of the Magistrates. A careful observation of the working 
and effect of the measure shows that several cases have to be kept back 
and* adjourned on account of the prosecuting officers or material wit* 
nesses being engaged in one cpurt, while their cases are being called 
out in another. Delay is thus caused in several Public Prosecutor’s 
cases. Police cases, Bxcise cases and prosecutions under some of the 
minor acts, Licensed Warehouse and Fire Brigade Act, Smoke- 

Nuisances Act, Tramways Act, etc. 

At Lai Bazar, an Index was preserved of all convicts and the ante¬ 
cedents of the accused persons, sent up by the police for trial before the 
Magistrates, were traced, in most cases, in course of the day. But, 
sinc« the partition, several cases have to be adjourned in the Jora- 
Imgan court, and accused persons remanded to hajat, for verification of 
their antecedents. 

In several matters (e.g., Press Act, Extradition Act, several sec¬ 
tions of the Criminal Procedure Code) the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
exercises exclusive jurisdiction. Suitors in the Northern Division of 
Calcutta have to go to the Bankshall Street court (which is presided over 
by the Chief Presidency Magistrate) for matters in which the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate exercises special powers but, for other purposes, 
they have to go to Jorabagan. This ** douhle-uourt ” arrangement 
neither leads to the convenience of the public, nor to a prompt despatch of 
business, nor to efficiency of the coui'ts. 

In matters of corresimndence with the public and the various Gov¬ 
ernment Departments and Public Bodies, there is often considerable 
delay, as, in the great majority of cases, there is coiTesirandeuce between 
ibe Chief Presidency Magistrate and other Magistrates before a letter 
can l>e answered by the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 

In the matter of all orders of the High Coui*t, there is delay in com¬ 
municating the orders to the other courts, as all such orders are addressed 
to the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 

Delay is caused in the Northern Division couH at Jorabagan in tbe' 
matter of transfer of cases from the file of one Magistrate to that of 
another, with a view to regulate the pressure and distribution of work 



Procedure Code, to transfer any case of which he has taken cognisance 
of from his file to that of any other Hagistrate, but he has to refer each 
individual case to the Chief Presidency Magistrate, who alone has. the 
power under the existing law. There is some delay experienced in the 
matter of putting up of old records in connection with the pending cases 
in the Joiabagan couHs, for all records find their way to the Bankshall 
Street court at the end of the month of their disposal and inconvenience 
is felt by parties who, after having,come to the court in which their cases 
were tried are told to proceed to the Central court to apply for and obtain 
copies of proceedings of tbeir cases, which were only disposed of in the 
previous month. 

Since the partition, the supervision of the Chief Presidency Magis” 
trate has become merely nominal. Formerly the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate kept a daily watch on the files of all the other Magistrates and 
on the order-sheets of the cases pending in the courts of the Honorary 
Presidency Magistrates, and exercised a certain amount of administra¬ 
tive control over the Magistrates subordinate to him, but now be has lost 
touch with them. Besides, the partition, instead of giving the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, ** a substantial measure of relief as was claimed 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson-Mooro, the then Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal (vide Calcutta Gazette, 9th April, 1913, 
Part lY—^A, page 463) has embarrassed him with a good deal of unneces¬ 
sary work and has hardly left him time for iuai>ection of the courts and 
offices. The result of all this has been that the Cashier of the Northern 
Division Court and a Bench Clerk of the Southern Division Court were 
prosecuted and convicted and sentenced to various terms of imprison¬ 
ment. Besides some other Bench Clerks were either prosecuted or 
departmentally dealt with for grave dereliction of duties on their part. 

Under section 21 (1) of Criminal Procedure Code, the Chief 
I’residency Magistrate framed a Rule, with the sanction of the ]«ocal 
Government, that complaints and cases arising in the thanas of Sham- 
pukur, Jorahagan, Burtolla, Burra Bassar, Jorasonko and Sukes- Street 
shall be ordinarily tried at the iTorahagan Police Court. But the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, without any sanction of the Local Government, 
ordered that ** all motor-car cases and all petty cases take cognisance 
of by the Traffic Police, arising in any part of Calcutta, shall be beard 
at the Bankshall Street Police Court.” Since the 11th November, 1921, 
a new court bas been set up in Radha Bazar Lane for trial of all motor¬ 
car and traffic cases arising in any jnrt of the city. Besides a lot of 
cases of the Criminal Intelligent Department arising in the Northern 
Division Court were sent up to the Southern Division Court. 4Yhat i*s 
the good of having a i)artition of the Courts, if cases arising within the 
jurisdiction of one are tried in another P 

The public have not been benefited by the measure of partition. 


be incurred by parties in securing legal assistance. As wa^ ifell observed 
by my friend Mr. A. K. Fail-ul Huq:— 

The parties can not get the assistance of lawyers of their own choice. TIm 
field of selection has been considerably narrowed. The lawyers, who hare establi^ed 
their reputation, hare mostly stuck to the Central Clourt and now choige increased 
fees for their serrices in the other courts. The parties have to pay heavily for 
carriage and motor hire to meet the travelling expenses of lawyers who are taken 
from one court to another. The vast pisiority of pleaders have raised thmr 
fees, because they Have got to earn their income by doing a far lesser number 
of cases at one place than formerly. Even the charge of the Public Prosecutor 
has gone up. It is a mistake to suppose that the partition of the police court 
can affect the pleaders at all adversely, for the members of the legal profession 
know how to make clients pay. You may cut off the jurisdiction of the courts 
into a hundred slices if you like, but the pnining-knifo will toudi everything else 
but the pockets of the lalt^ers. It is after all ike poor litigants who have got to 
suffer .—{CaUutta Baztitty 22nd December, 1915, Fart IV—A, pp. 502'503.) 

With the partition, there has been a considerable increase in the 
recurring and non-recurring charges. A statement placed on the Coun¬ 
cil table on the 4ih July, 1921, in answer to my unstarred question 
Ko. 24, shows that the ministerial and menial establishment has been con¬ 
siderably increased and that the charge on the establishment has increased 

from Rs. 30,659 in 1913 to Bs. 41,577 in 1920. The contingent expenses 
have increased very much. The rates,and taxes, hot weather charges, 
office exjmnses, liveries to peons, telephonic charges, and tho like 
have gone up considerably. The charge on contingency iucreasfMl from 

Bs. 7,662 in 1913 to Bs. 16,603 in 1920. 

The Police establishment attached to the courts has also been augu- 
mented aud tho cost thereof has increased from Bs. 39,061 in 1913 to 
Bs. 57,123 in 1920. The Public Prosecutor’s staff has also been 
strengthened and the cost of the establishmeut of the Public Prosecutor 
has increased from Bs. 2,136 in 1913 to Bs. 3,360 in 1920. Besides the 
fees paid to pleaders for assisting the Public Prosecutor in conducting 
Crown cases rose from Bs. 9,265 to Bs. 17,374. Besides a huge sum 
(Bs. 1,74,597) has been spent, between 1913 and 1920, in the shape of 
additions. and alterations, electric fittings, sanitary plumbing works, 
etc., in the Joiubagan, Kyd Street and Bankshull Street court buildings 
and in the shape of furniture and equipment of the new courts. 

There has been no justification for a partition of the courts. There 
has been no appreciable increase in the number of serious cases which 
really indicate the criminal activity of the people. The area of the town 
lias not also increased. The jurisdiction of the Presidency Magistrates 
remains unaltered. The population has already shown a centifugal ten¬ 
dency to move to places outside it, and which, ^th the operations of the 
Improvement Trust, is bound to increase more and more. Besides the 
cheap &cilitie8 of locomotion and communication have practically auni- 


contained ihiee criminal courts at Lall Bawr, Sealdah and Alipore, and 
was never in any way behind Bombay or Madras. Besides the area, the 
character of the population, the physical features, the facilities of loco¬ 
motion and communication, the growth and past history and various 
other considerations might have justified the existence of more than one 
criminal court in the other Presidency towns, but the local conditions of 
Calcutta have been altogether different and there is no justification for 
multiplying the number of courts in Calcutta. 

If it has been the intention of Govemment-to increase the ''efficiency** 
of the courts, the end has certainly not been achieved by means of a part¬ 
ition of the courts. The new courts have enormously increased the ex¬ 
penses. There has been an uneven distribution of work; there is delay in 
despatch of business; there is inadequate supervision of the courts by the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate; there is considerable inconvenience and 
h^dship to the public; there is increase in the fees of lawyers; in short, 
justice is not at present cheaply and easily accessible to the public. It 
is highly desirable that steps should be taken immediately to remedy the 
present state of things. 

The public were never put to any inconvenience in coming to a Central 
Police court at Lall Bazar. It would be highly convenient if all the 
courts he located in some central place in the city. The Dalhousie Square 
forms what is the natural centre of the City {vide page 12, of the Joint 
Report on the City and Subarban Main Road Projects, by J. Madan, 
Engineer, and AlWt J)e Bois Shrosbee, Chief Yuhier, Calcutta Im¬ 
provement Trust). The Bankshall Street court (whitjh lies in the vicini¬ 
ty of the Dalhousie Square) is centrally-situated. It is also in the very 
heart of the commercial and business areas of the town and in close 
proximity to the office quarters and the police head-quarters. The 
l^llectric Tramway has made it a cheap place of access from any part of 
Calcutta. There is plenty of accommodation at No. 2, Bankshall Street. 
Besides "there is some vacant space available** in the New Opium 
Range, which is just to the west of the Bankshall Street compound {vide 
the answer given to ninstarred question No. 101 at the meeting of the 
Bengal Legislative Council held on the 4th July, 1921), 

I should suggest that the present Bankshall Street court building be 
immediately demolished and a new up-to-date, well ventilated, sanitary 
and commodious court-building be erected there, as early as possible, for 
accommodation of the Presidency Magistrate for trial of all "serious 
criminal cases.” And in “the vacant space available’* in the attached 
Opium Range, a suite of court-rooms for trial of “petty cases** may be 
easily constructed and tj^e newly established Traffic court may be shifted 
there from its incommodious site at Radha Bazar. It is, however, quite 
possible to maintain the present division in the jurisdicion of the courts 




Second Presidency Kagistrates exercise their jurisdiction over the South¬ 
ern Division and Northern Division of the town respectively. Let them 
divide amongst themselves the work of hearing the petitions of complaint 
and the distribution of cases to the file of the other Presidency Magis¬ 
trate. But let them sit in two wings of one building. This would be 
no innovation in Calcutta. This system obtained in Calcutta since 1845, 

and had a fair trial for more than half a century and it worked well. 0 

• 

In answer to a question of mine (unstarred question No. 14) the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur^Rahim stated at a meeting of this C/Ouucil oi' the let 
April, 1921, that he was **aware that the Southern Division Police court 
building at No. 2, Bankshall Street, was dark, ill-ventilated, insanitary 
and unsuitable for court purposes and was also unsafe’* and that 
^'Government proposed to demolish the existing building and to erect a 
new one in its place. No plan and estimates have yet been prepared and 
no provision had therefore been made in the Budget. A sum of 
Rs. 24,000 Imd, however, been shown in tbe Budget for hiring a house for 
the accommodation of the courts before demolition was taken in hand.” 

At the meeting of his Council of the 15th July, 1921, a supplementary 
" demand lor grant ” of Rs. 22,400 was made for etsablishment of a 
special court for the trial of traffic cases ” and also for a grant of Rs. 6,082 
for ^Tolice staff required for the specialjStipendary Magistrate for the 
trial of traffic cases.” 

Now that the Government propose to erect a building for tbe Banksball 
Street Police court and establish a special court for trial of traffic cases it 
is high time that serious consideration should be bestowed by this Coun¬ 
cil on the present arrangement of having the courts of the Presidency 
Magistrate in different parts of the town and, with this end in view, I 
have moved this resolution. 

In answer to some of my questions regarding police courts statements 
have been furnished which show that there has not been any marked in¬ 
crease in the number of "serious” cases—which really indic4ite the crim¬ 
inal activity of the people—but that the "petty” cases have gone up by 
leaps and bounds during recent years. The "physical congestion," which 
has become evident, of late, in the Calcutta Police courts, is due to the 
rapid increase in the number of "petty cases." The existing arrangeineut 
of having, in one and the same building, the courts of the Presidency 
Magistrates, for trial of both^serious” and "peUy”ca8es is objectionable. 
The best way to relieve the "i)hy8ical congestion” woud be to hold all 
courts for trial of all "petty criminal cases" in a building or buildings, 
which is or are detached from but close to the court for trial of "serious” 
criminal cases. 

The court for trial of all ”petty cases” should be situated centrally 
with reference to the ont-post from which the great majority of these cases 
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of tho total niuuber of 79,108 petty cases tried in both the police courts, in 
1920, the number tried in the Bankshall Street Pc^ce court has been 
48,062. 

Now we should take into consideration the fact that the Bankshall 
Street court site is closer to the two out>post8 at Golootolla and that the two 
out-posts attached f-o the Sukea Street Thana and the Uambagan Out¬ 
posts of Burra Bazar are almost equidistant from the Jorabagan and Bank- 
shall Street courts. The total number of cases which were sent up from 
those out-posts in 1920 was 12,771. 

If these cases are tried in the Bankshall Street court (instead of at 
Jorabagan), the parties would not be inoonyenienced in any way. Prom 
the geographical distribution of the **petty cases,” I should think that 
the coprt nr courts fur disposal of all petty criminal cases, in Calcutta, 
should be located in a building or buildings which is or are detached from 
but close to the court for disposal of “ serious ” criminal cases at Bank- 
shall Street. 

I may, however, bring to the notice of my colleagues that to the west 
of the present Bankshall Street court building there lie the highly 
commodious Opium Range and it extends right up to the Strand Road. 
In answer to a question of mine (unstarred question No. 101) 1 was told 
at the meeting of the 4th July, 1921, as follows: — 

The New Opium Ranae at No. 14, Strand Road, Calcutta, which is situated 
on the west of the Bankshall Street Police court building is at present used for 
storing opium. 

The building is at present used solely for the storage of opium, office accommo¬ 
dation and peons' quarters. There is some vacant space available and a proposal 
to use this as a forms godown is under consideration. 

The building occupied by Messrs. Cox's Shipping Agency is to the south of the 
Opium Range and has been leased by the firm from the Committee of the Sailors’ 
Home. 

I should suggest that the vacant space available in the Opium Range 
should be utilised (with additions and alterations if necessary) for the 
purpose of holding court or courts for trial of all '^petty cases.*’ If the 
vacant space available in the Opium Range is not sufficient, the building 
occupied by Messrs. Cox’s Shipping Agency may also he utilised. If 
this be done, there would be not only considerable saving under the heads 
of “Establishment of a Special Court for the trial of Traffic ca8e8”and 
“Police staff required for the Stipendary Magistrates for the trial of 
Traffic cases ” for which supplementary “ Demands for Grant ” of 
Ra. 2,400 and Rs. 6,082 were made at the meeting of this Council of 
15th July, 1921, but the incommodious and unsatis&ctory arrangement 
at Radha Bazar would be done away with. 

If, however, the Bankshall Street site be considered too valuable for 
rebuilding the police court thereon and the vacant space in the Opium 


fetcli) will be eDougb not only to enable the Oovernment to sronre another 
site in the central part of the city but also to meet the cost of the erection 
of a suitable building. Here I venture to suggest, that u site to the south 
of the crossing of the Central Avenue and Bow Bazar Street will be no 
less convenient to the public and the requisite area of land may be easily 
acquired there now. 

At this stage the member reached the time-limit; but the Deputy- 
President allowed him to go on for two minutes more. 

Ral Dr> HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs Since my resolution has been 
before the public it has met with considerable public approval, as would 
appear from the resolution passed by the Indian Association and a public 
meeting and the editorial notices and comments appearing in most of the 
Calcutta dailies. 

If my resolution be carried, there would be considerable reduction 
in recurring charges under the following heads: — 

(а) Ministerial and menial establishment. 

(б) Police establishment. 

(c) Public Prosecutor’s establishment. 

(<2) Contingencies. ^ 

(s) Fees paid to Pleaders for assisting the Public Prosecutor in 
conducting the Crown cases. 

if) Telephonic charges. 

(p) Bent and Taxes, and the like. 

I, therefore, hope that this Council will give this matter their serious 
consideration and “ bring about a change in a system for which there was 
initially no justification and which has only led to an enormous waste of 
public money without bringing about any desirable results.*' 

With these words, I commend the resolution for the acceptance of the 
House. 

BifilU JATINDRA NATH BABUs I rise to support the resolution. 
It vitally concerns the administration of justice in criminal cases in this 
city. The citizens of Calcutta want the justice that is administered to 
them to be good, efficient, expeditious and inexpensive. The division 
of the courts by locating them in different neighbourhoods is a system 
which was introduced about seven years ago and it superseded the 
system that had prevailed for over half a century. We have to remem* 
Imr that municipal Calcutta is different from what is known as the city 
of Calcutta. The city of Calcutta has the Circular Road on the one 
side and ike river on the other. The criminal courts that are located 
in Calcutta have jurisdiction only over that area; and a very large part 


eerred by courts some of which are located within and some outside the 
city. When the subdivision of these city courts took placsi it did not 
take place in response to any demand on the part of the public. There 
arc many public associations in Calcutta. The commerce and trade of 
Calcutta have organisations of their own and there are political bodies 
representing zamiudars as well as other sections of the community; 
they did not approach the administrative authorities with a request that 
there should be a subdivision of the city courts. As the location of the 
courts in the same building was causing some inconvenience, the 
Government introduced this systSm as an experiment. The experiment 
has now lasted for some years, and the Council has to consider whether 
in their opinion it has been a success. One thing is patent from the 
facts that have been laid before us by tbo hon’ble mover that there has 
been a considerable addition in expenditure. The ministerial staff and 
the police staff in the courts have had to be duplicated; then there are 
electrical and other charges which have also been doubled. These extra 
charges would not have been necessary if the cotirts have been located 
in the same building, or, as the Bai Bahadur states, in different buildings 
in the same compound. The courts could have been worked by the 
same ministerial staff. From the point of view of the litigant public, 
that there have been serious complaints that the administration of jus¬ 
tice has been rendered more expensive. Lawyers now charge a larger 
scale of fees than they used to charge when the courts were in the same 
building. One regrettable and particular feature of the police courts 
of Calcutta which has been noticed by the High Court, namely, the fre¬ 
quent postponement of cases before they are finally disposed of has 
been more aggravated, and the reasons has been either that the lawyers 
engaged in those cases are absent in another court in a different 
locality or that the police officers concerned in the conduct of cases in 
one court in one locality are engaged in another case in another locality, 
or that the Public Prosecutor who is charged with the conduct of a 
^rticular prosec^ution when required at the Jorahagan court is engaged 
in the Bankshall Street court. In this way there are frequent postpone¬ 
ments such as never took place when the courts wore situated in the same 
building. From the point of view of the litigant public the location 
of the courts in different l(»calities with an intervening space of nearly 
three miles has been a serious grievance. The convenience of the 
public and the nioro efficient administration of justice could be the 
only two grounds upon which the change could be made, and the expe¬ 
rience of these years has shown that these two groqpds have failed. 1 
would, therefore, urge upon the Council to consider the matter seriously 
from the iwint of view of economy, from the point of view of public 
convenience, and from the point of view of more efficient administra¬ 
tion of justice. 



Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROYS 1 rise tu support the resolution which 
has been commended to the acceptance of tiie House by Bai Haridhau 
Dutt Bahadur. It has been pointed out that the bifurcation of the 
criminal courts of the city was introduced as an experiment and the seve¬ 
ral years during which it has worked Have shown that it has proved 
a failure on the ground that it has caused additional expenditure of pub- 
‘ lie money. From my experience as an Honorary Presidency Magisrate 
at Jorabagan court, I can say that there is a complaint amongst the 
litigant public of that court that they^ave to pay more to lawyers and 
pleaders at Jorabagan than would be the case if all the courts had been 
situated in one and the same building. The complaint generally appears 
to be that a senior pleader, if he happens to be in ilie Bankshall Street 
court, if asked to attend the Jlorabagan court, invariably charges his 
client double fees on the ground that he is practically going from iho 
Sadar to the mufassal court«and then he has also to pay for the motor-car, 
etc. There is also another ground of complaint and it is this. Before 
the Honorary Presidency Magistrates—1 do not know what is done before 
Stipendary Magistrates—at the Jorabagan (;ourt frequent applications 
are made for postponement of cases on the gi'ound that senior pleaders 
are engaged in the Bankshall Street court and that their services are 
not available. < 

I do not know how far the ground of ec^onomy which has been urged 
by the previous speakers holds good. Because, if it is a fact that the 
Bankshall Street court building has got in be demolished and if an 
entirely new structure has to spring up sufficient to accommodate both 
the courts, it will certainly mean additional expenditure, T do not'think 
that there is very much force in the argument for economy. 

7 would support this resolution only on the ground of public conve¬ 
nience. I believe it is a fact that Government introduced this system 
as an experiment in order to suit the convenience of the litigant public. 
If, as a matter of fact, the litigant public do not consider a second C/Ourt 
at Jorabagan as conducive to their convenience, I see no reaison why 
this system should be perpetuated. There is considerable force in tbe 
argument advanced by Babu Jatindra Hath Basu regarding the differ¬ 
ence in the area of the city of Calcutta and the municipal area under the 
jurisdiction of the criminal courts. 

With these few words I support the resolution. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN S I strongly support the*resolution moved by 
Eai Br. Haridhan Butt Bahadur for the acceptance of the House. My 
firm opinion, gained from my experience us a Magistrat^i is that the split¬ 
ting up of the courts has not achieved its object. It 

does not by any means conduce to efficiency. It is much 

more expensive 7>oth to Government and the litigants and 


oonnideration f Nobody can deny tbo right of litigants to (dioose ihair 
lawyers, and, as a consequence, these people ai’e put to endless incon> 
venience to take lawyers from one court to the other—^not to speak of the 
heavy fees they are required to pay them in these cases. Another serious 
objection to the existing arrangement is, it renders extremely difficult 
and almost impossible for the Chief Presidency Magistrate, an over¬ 
worked officer, to see that all of them are guided by a uniform and con- * 
sistent policy and that the tone of the administration is maintained. 

1 will now ^lass on to another most important question. It is the 
question of costs of the various courts; this has enormously inci'eased 
owing to the division of the courts. The costa of the police courts are 
increasing day by day—mainly for the reason of the division and addi¬ 
tion of courts; if there was one central court, work could be done with 
greater economy, promptitude and efficiency with a less number-—say 
four—of Stipendiary Magistrates having regard to the large volume of 
work done by the Honorary Presidency Magistrates, because work could 
then be evenly distributed among them and make the reduction in their 
number possible without loss of efficiency. The ministerial and menial 
establishments and other expenditure now necessary for the three courts 
Northern, Southern and Traffic would then be reduced very much and 
we shall also effect a saving in not being called upon to pay heavy houso 
rents. It may be asked where the court should l)e located. My friend, 
the mover of the resolution, has explained how more ground can be 
secured alongside the present site of the Baukshall Court and as Gov¬ 
ernment has already agreed as to the necessity of constructing an entirely 
new building there, there can be no objection to this preiwsaL Next to 
our present central courts, wo have the court of Small Causes. We have 
never received any complaint either that that site is unsuitable or that 
litigants are inconvenienced because of this central court. If this be so, 
then why should we continue the division of the police courts in spite 
of the enormous costs—aud at the sacrifice of efficiency—and endless 
inconvenience to all parties? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTS 1 accord my support to the resolu¬ 
tion moved by Dr. Haridhan Dutt. In his very lucid speech he has 
clearly explained the reasons why the present system should not con¬ 
tinue and why the |>olice courts should be housed in the same building 
or in a number of buildings iii the same compound. Mr. Cohen, who has 
considerable experience of police courts, has also supported Dr. Dutt. 

I do not possess very much experience of police courts, but I have, on 
a few occasions, found that the working of the police courts is not v e ry 
satisfactory. As for instance,, in one case when I went down to the 
Jorahagan court, I was told that the case would be taken up withiif half 
an hour. Then when the Magistrate was ready to take up ^e case the 


same case, tlie gentleman appearing on tbe other side had forgotten to 
bring the connected papers from the other court and so the case could not 
he taken up. TheM things, I believe, are very fi'equent. 1 am not 
speaking from the point of view of lawyers alone but also from the point 
of view of the litigant public. 1 think it is quite clear that the most 
central part of Calcutta between the hours of 11 and 5 o’clock is Dal- 
housie Square. Everybody is at office during this time and all the 
offices are very close to Dalhpusie Square. A person who has no office, 
can get a six pice or eight pice tram ticket to take him to Balhousic 
Square within a short time. Now it is said that the litigant public 
would suffer inconvenience if oases which are now disposed of at the 
Jorabagan court were taken up at the Banksball Street court. I say 
No.” T.ake the case of a nmn who has got to go to the Jorabagan 
court from the Cornwallis Street side where he lives. He can of course 
take a ticket by tram vidt Grey Street and go to Jorabagan, but it will 
take him less time to go to Dalbousie Square. So from the point of 
view of the litigant public it is very much better that the two courts 
be abolished and one take its place. The present building at the Bank* 
shall Street has got to be demolished and if it is to be demolished, and 
a new one has to be built, I see no reason why such a building should 
not be built as would accommodate all, the criminal courts in Calcutta. 
This arrangement would certainly bo more convenient to the public not 
to say to the profession to which I belong. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: T have listened 
to the lucid speech of Dr. Haridhan Dutt and we have been told that 
from the point of view of public convenience there ought not to he two 
police courts in Calcutta, so the mover has argued for the amalgamation 
of the two courts. Ki'om the lawyers’ point of view it may be argrued that 
the Banksball Street court may be convenient to them. From the point 
of view of the litigant public it is contended that the two courts should 
not be located in different places. Facts have been brought to the notice 
of the Council that on the ground of public convenience the two courts 
should be amalgamated. But what have the public to say is a matter 
which requires the consideration of the Council. I am not persuaded to 
accept the proposition or the fact that it would be convenient to the liti¬ 
gant public. If the two courts are situated in different places will it be 
inconvenient to the litigant public or to the people in distant quarters? 
It is a question of fact and I ask the Council to consider it. It has been 
argued that there are irregularities in the arrangement for the disposal 
of cases'. That may be remedied. There are certain sections in the 
CMminal Procedure Code which justify the presiding officer to take 
action in the matter. It may be said that when cases are transferred 


ment? It is also stated by the doctor that there has been an increase 
of fees by the lawyers. I do not understand that, because the legal 
profession is too much crowded. It has also been argued that expendi¬ 
ture for prosecution of cases on behalf of Government has also 
increased; the salaries of the staff of the Presidency Magistrates have 
also been increased. I ask the Council to consider if it is diffi¬ 
cult to engage two Public Prosecutors to go on with the work. 
These arrangements can easily be made in order to put everything in 
order. It has been argued that on the ground of public convenience' 
the two courts should be amalgamated. May I ask the Council to con¬ 
sider what are the facts which justify the learned mover to move the 
present resolution in the Council? 

We know very well that the Jorabagan court building belongs to 
Government. It was purchased by them—I am not sure as to the exact 
figure—at about Bs. 8 or 10 lakhs. The Bankshall Street court-house 
is also the property of Government and it is a valuable property also. 
No doubt it is in a very dilapidated condition and the suggestion is put 
forward that a new and commodious building should be erected on the 
spot. We should not lose sight of the chief point for the discussion 
which is whether it is necessary on public grounds and for public inter¬ 
est that there should be two courts or one court in one and the same 
building. This is a matter in which the public are vitally concerned 
and I think they have a right to be consulted. The Council should know 
what is good for the people both in theory as well as in practice, and 
I cannot be persuaded to believe that two courts being situated in 
different places cause inconvenience to the litigant pubUc. 

Mr< TARIT BHU8AN ROYS May I invite your attention to the 
fact that there is no quorum. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENTS There are 26 members present: so 
there is a quorum. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: If offences are 
committed within a certain area is it not just and proper that they should 
be tried within that place and within its jurisdiction? As regards 
irregularities owing to the transfer of cases these can be obviated. So, 
under these circumstances, it behoves the Council to consider very care¬ 
fully whether the criminal court should be located in one and the same 
building or in different buildings as at present. 


Adjoumment. 


P r ooaedingt of the Bengal Legislative Council iseemhleri under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Oouncil met in tlie Council Clmmber in the Town HaU» CiUcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 23rd Novemher, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hoii’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 103 
nominated and elected members. 

Starred ~Guestions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Indian Medical Service offloers. 

*XX. Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the appointments of members 
in the Indian Medical Service in the Bengal Presidency are made by 
the Government of India, though their salary is paid by the Govern¬ 
ment, of Bengal? 

(6) If so, what action, if any, has been taken in the matter? 

(c) If any communication has been sent to the Government of India 
on this subject, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay the 
same on the table ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’Me Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a), (b) 

and (c) The Government of India have recently stated that, subject to 
gener^ supervision, direction and control, the local Government can 
appoint any Indian Medical Service officer or any other officer holding 
a post borne on the provincial cadre of the Indian Medical Service to 
any posts in the Medical Department in Bengal. Buie 12, however, 
of the Devolution Buies provides for the appointments in which Indian 
Medical Service officers are employed and the terms and conditions of 
those appointments, being prescribed by the Secretary of State in 
Council, and pending the action to be taken under rule 12, it has been 
decided that the appointments made by the local Government (Ministry 
of Local Self-Government) sliould be communicated in ^ch case to 
the Government of India for its formal approval. 

The correspondence is demi-official, and pending a formal decision 
of the whole question, Government is not prepared to publish the 


Indian Modical Service Oflloere. 

*XXIi Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
chui-ge of the Department of Local Self-Qoyemment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that appointments of members of the Indian Medical 
Service to posts in Bengal are made by the Government of India, 
although the Government of Bengal pays the salaries of officers holding 
such posts ? 

(6) Have the Government taken any action in this connection? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay all the 
papers on the table ? 

The Hoffblc Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a), (b) and 
{c) The member is referred to the reply given in answer to a similar 
question put by Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui at this meeting. 

Damage to roads by motor lorries. 

*XXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in chai ge of the Police Department aware that damage is 
being done by the heavily loaded motor lorries to the public roads in the 
Presidency ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a special tax on sucb lorries to meet repairing charges? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) Government have received specific complaints 
to this effect, though it is obvious that such heavy traffic places a severe 
strain upon the average road. 

(b) The imposition of such a tax under the Indian Motor Vehicles 
Act, 1914, is not at present contemplated. No such tax can be levied 
by municipalities or district boards under their respective Acts. 

Dahuka Khal in Howrah. 

*XXIII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of thfe Department of Irrigation aware that the 
Dahuka Ehal, in the sadar subdivision of the district of Howrah, has 
been dammed by the Public Works Department in connection with a 
certain irrigation scheme ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Dahuka Ehal has 
answered formerly the purpose of a natural drainage in that part of 
the district and provided the people with drinking water? 

(c) Is it a fact that the khal has become filthy and insanitary? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that sevend visits of inspeo- 


(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Goveniment are contemplatinf? taking any action in the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); (a) The Bahuka 
Khal appears to have been closed some 40 years ago in connection 
with the Barajolla Drainage Works for the purpose of excluding tidal 
water from the basin. 

(h) Before closTire the khal was a natural drainage channel but 
was no louger requued for the piirpose when the new Barajolla Works 
were brought into operation: the khal probably formed a supply of 
drinking water except when the water was brackish in the hot weather. 

(c) The khal appears to be in an insanitary condition, due to refuse 
being thrown into it. 

(d) The khal has been inspected by the Sanitary Department 
officers and their report is being considered. 

(e) Tbe matter is under inquiry. 

Commissions for local investigation in Hooghly. 

*XXIV. Babu FANINORALAL DE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state the 
number of survey-passed and otherwise similarly qualified pleaders who 
are practising in the courts in the district of Hooghly P 

(&) Will tbe Hon’hle the Member bo pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the commissions for local investigations and partitions are 
issued in that district to pleaders practising outside it, such as at 
Kusthia and Alipore ? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state how many of such commissions have been 
issued to outsiders during the last two years and the reasons therefor P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the litigant public are 
put to trouble, inconvenience and extra cost in having such commis* 
sions executed by commissioners from outside the district P 

(e) Are the Oovemment considering the desirability of taking steps 
to ensure appointments of local gentlemen as commissioners in such cases 
instead of outsiders? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir AbiLur-Rahiih): (a) Twenty. 

(6) Commissions for local investigations are occasionally issued also 
to pleaders practising outside the district. 

(c) Thirty-five commissions were issued during the last two years 


practice aud cannot therefore attend re^larly and promptly to the 
execution of commissions. Sibme of them have expressed their 
unwillingness aud inability to attend to this duty. There has thus been 
delay in executing commissions, and to aToid delay suirey^passed 
pleaders of oUier districts have been employed. 

(d) No. 

(e) The answer is in the negative. 

Administration of civil Justice in the Alipur Duars. 

*XXV. BldHi KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: (a) Is the 

Hoii’ble the Member iu charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
inconvenience is felt hy the people of the Alipur Duars in the Jalpaiguri 
district owing to the fact that the administration of civil justice of 
fbat subdivision is being caiTicd on hy an executive officer P 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing the 
adniinistrutiou under a munsif P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) A memorial has been 
received from some of the inhabitants of Alipur Duars. 

(6) The matter is under consideration. 

Indian patients and Presidency General Hospital. 

*XXVI. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister iu charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
ple.ised to state whether the Go^ei-ninent are considering the desirability 
of making any provision for the admission of the Indian patients into 
the Presidency General Hospital, Calcutta? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any other Government hospital in the Presidency which is reserved for 
any particular section of the people P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Indian 
patients who live in European style can be admitted into the Presidency 
General Hospital at the discretion of the Superintendent. The accom¬ 
modation is at present barely sufficient, aud if it were desired to 
increase the number of patients to any large extent, new buildings would 
be uec-essary. 

(6) There is no other Government hospital in the Presidency which 
is reserved for any particular section of the public except the Esra Block 
iu the Medical College, which is a Jewish foundation and reserved for 
the treatment of Jews. 


Price of quinine. 





Revenue) aware that the poor in the villages have been put to difficulties 
owing to the increase in price of Government quinine? 

(h) Hflive the Government considered the possibility of reducing tbe 
price P 

MEMBER in charge of> DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhtraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) No report to this effect has been received, but a complaint was 
received from one district board about the price of quinine supplied to 
hospitals. 

(5) The question of the price has been considered. The price of 
Cfovemment quinine is fixed with reference to the market price. The 
quinine sold through post offices, however, is sold at less than the market 
price. 


Effect of non-o(Mhieration on schools and oolleges. 

*XXVIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
aware that a large number of students belonging to the Calcutta TJni- 
versity have left their schools and colleges owing to the non>co-operation 
movement as announced by the Hou’ble the Vice-Chancellor? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the finances of the 
University have been crippled and that the authorities have been com¬ 
pelled to reduce the salaries of the professors and lecturers? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
immediate financial help to save the University from the present finan¬ 
cial crisis? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desimbility of taking such 
steps as may he deemed expedient to protect the young students from 
falling into the hands of agitators? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of opening some 
departments to give practical education to those students who are willing 
to serve as mechanics, draughtsmen, or clerks in factories or in com¬ 
mercial houses ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Hitter): (a) The Minister has read the Vice- 
Chancellor’s speech and seen the figures that accompanied it. He is 
aware that there has been such a movement in many parts of the province 
but he is not prepared to say that all students who are said to have left 
educational institutions did so because of the said movement. 


(c) The Calcutta University only on the 11th November last ap|died 
to the Government for a substantial contribution from the public 
revenues. The matter is under the consideration of the Government. 
As no application for giving immediate financial help was made 
earlier. Government are not in a position to make any pronouncement 
at the present moment. The only other application for financial help 
which this Government had was one for Ks. 21 lakhs odd, not for the 
purpose of saving the University from the present financial crisis 'but 
for expanding the activities of the University and committing it to 
further expenditure. 

(d) Government have done in the past and are doing what is pos¬ 
sible to this end, but success does not mainly depend on the vigilance 
of Government. In localities where parents, guardians and the public 
generally were alive^to their responsibilities and co-operated with the 
Government in this matter very little impression was made. Although 
Government are prepared to do all they can, they feel it is primarily 
a matter for the parents, guardians and the public. 

(c) The development of vocational, technical and industrial educa¬ 
tion is receiving attention from Government, the Universities of 
(Jalcutta and Dacca and the Dacca Intermediate Board (where some start 
has already been made), but progress must depend largely upon the 
resources available. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Segregation of lepers. 

70. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Dej^rtment of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether the Government are contemplating taking early 
measures to segregate lepers in Calcutta P 

The Hon>ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The scope of 
the licpers Act has been extended by the Amending Act of 1920, but 
Government is not in a position to enforce the segregation of lepers 
until further accommodation in the form of a leper colony or settle¬ 
ment is available. A scheme has recently been prepared in consulta-. 
tion with the Mission to Lepers for establishing a settlement of this 
kind in the Midnapore district. Some private donations towards this 
scheme have already been received by the Superintendent of the Mis¬ 
sion, and steps are being taken for the acquisition of land. The capital 
outlay on buildings wiU, however, be heavy, and the scheme in its 



Bhukailas Wards’ Estate. 


71. Mr, RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) WiU the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that on the Kazi Estate coming under 
management jointly with the Bhukailas Wards* Estate in 
the district of Tippera, the pay of the Manager was raised 
from Bs. 200 to Rs. 280, and that of his ofSce establishment 
also was increased; 

(») whether it is a fact that the cost of the management staff at 
sadar used to be apportioned to the two estates rateably to 
the rental of each; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that on the separation of the Eazi Estate 
in 1917, the Manager of the Bhukailas Estate and his estab¬ 
lishment continued to draw their pay at the increased rates ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the afBirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for not reducing the 
increased expenditure upon the encumbered estate ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the debt 
of the estate at the close of the year 1^27 B.S. ? 

(d) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is not a fact that two new posts, viz., one Assistant 
Manager on Rs. 110, one Inspector on Rs. 75 a month have 
recently been created on the joint management of the 
Bhukailas and three other estates, and that the Manager's 
pay has been raised from Rs. 280 to Bs. 450 and his house 
allowance from Rs. 25 to Rs. 40 per mensem simultaneously; 

(it) whether the cost of the joint management staff is debited to 
the four estates in proportion to the rental of each; 

(ut) the reasons if not so debited; 

(ti;) whether it is not a fact that the proprietors of the Bhukailas 
estate, previous to the raising of the Manager's pay and the 
strengthening of his establishment, applied for increased 
maintenance allowance on the ground of the present economic 
conditions but that their applications were refused on the 
plea of the financial stress of the estate; 

(v) whether it is not a fact that the management staff of the four 
estates managed jointly in Tippera is larger compared with 
that of the eight estates in Chittagong; 

(ei) if so, the reasons for this disparity; 


(viii) what are the strength and pay (including local allowances) of 
the Sadar management staff of the estates managed jointly 
in Chittagong, Tippera and Noakhali; and 
(t<r) what ore the names and places of the different collection offices 
under the General Managers of the Wards’ Estates in Ghitta> 
gong, Tippera and Noakhali ? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Government do not consider the matter of such public 
imjuTrtbnce as to institute an elaborate inquiry. The attention of the 
Board of Bevenue will however be drawn to the case. 

Uition boards. 

72. Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Tjocal Self-Government be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of union boards which have been 
formed in each district and the steps that are being taken to increase 
their number P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A stateTqent 
and n copy of Government Circular No. 2501-05 L.S.-G., dated the 2nd 
September, 1920, stating Government’s policy in regard to the creation 
of new union boards are laid on the table. 

Statement showing the numher of union hoards estahlished under iht 
Bengal Village Self-Oovemment Act referred to in the reply to vn- 
aiarred question No. 72. 


Name of dirtrlcfe. 





Kamber of nnlon bo»ri1:> 
oaUbllHbod. 

Burdwan 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

laa 

165 

Birbimm 

• *a 

aaa 

aaa 

a a • 

172 

Bankura 

• aa 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

228 

Midnapore 

• aa 

aaa 

a aa 

• •• 

228 

Hoogbly 

«aa 

aaa 

a aa 

• •a 

125 

Howrah 

aaa 

aaa 

••a 

• •• 

82 

Mnrahidabad 

eas 

aaa 

• aa 

•aa 

91 

Nadia 

aaa 

aat 

aaa 

••a 

140 

Ehalna 

aaa 

aaa 

• aa 

• •• 

79 

Dacca 

aaa 

aaa 

•aa 

•aa 

224 

Faridpur 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

• •a 

80 

Myrnenaiogh 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

a a a 

164 

RajHbahi 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

28 

Bogra 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

a •• 

40 

Noakhali 

aaa 

• aa 

• aa 

a •• 

37 

Tinnsra 

aaa 

aaa 

• •• 

aaa 

254 






Circular referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 72. 

No, 2601—2505 L.S.<G,, dated Calcutta, the 2nd September, 1920. 

From—The HoN’aXia Mr. L. S. 8. O’Mallbt, c.i.n., x.o.s., Secretary to 
the Goremment of Bengal, Municipal Department, liocal 
Self-GoTemment, 

To—All ComnuBBionera of Divisions. 

In continuation of the correspondence resting with this Department circular No. 
4092—^96 L.B.-Q., dated the 3rd December, 1919, regarding the formation of Union 
Boards under the Village Self-Government Act, I am directed to say that from 
proposals that have been received it appears that some District Officers are not 
aware of the polipy of Government and think that it will bo sufficient if a few Union 
Boards are created experimentally. 

2. I am therefore to explain that the Goveruor in Council has a forward policy 
in this matter and desires to have progress in the creation of Union Boards 
accelerated. He is opposed to the creation of isolated miions and considers it 
necessary that they should be established in compact areas each adequate for the 
charge of a circle officer. The Governor in Council is aware that District Officers 
may in some cases be nervous of establishii^ Union Boards unless they are assured 
that they will be successful, but he considers that it should bo left to the people 
to prove their capacity for village self-government. Tlie risk of failure in indivi* 
dual cases should be faced in view of the general benefits which may be expected 
from a wide extension of the ^stem. 

3. I am to request that a copy of this Iptter may be sent to District Officci ^i, 
District Boards and Local Boards in your division. 


District Judge of Dacca. 

73. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state how 
raany ministerial officers, orderlies and peons, attached to the civil 
courts at Dacca, were fined during the period of Mr. Delevingne, the 
Di.strict Judge of Dacca ? 

(h) What is the pay of these officers, and what was the amount of 
fine in each case P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the District Judge of Dacca on the Ist of March had 
appointed a Muhammadan officer of the civil court of Dacca, tempo¬ 
rarily to act as Nazir of the Judge’s office, on the retirement of Babu 
Chandra Frokas Das, the permanent Nazir P 

(d) Is it a fact that the said Judge appointed Bahu Phani Bhusan 
Ray, a junior officer of the Sylhet civil court, on the 11th March last, 
as Nazir of the Dacca District Judge's court, and the said Muhammadan 
officer had to revert to his own post P 

(e) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state the respective 



(f) Did the said District Judge of Dacca invite applications for 
filling up the said vatiancy and, if so, will the Hon'hle the Member be 
pleased to lay on the table the names of all applicants with their res* 
pective qualifications and period of service ? 

The Hon’Ue Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Ministerial officers, 22; 
peons and orderlies, 16. 

(b) The information will be found in the attached statement A. 

(c) Yes. Maulvi Wahed. Bakht, officiating Sheristadar, Sub- 
Judge’s court, Dacca, was appointed temporarily to act as Nasir till a 
suitable officer could be appointed. 

(d) Yes. Babu Phani Bhusan Hay was selected as the most suit¬ 
able candidate lor the post after the applications of all the candidates 
and their testimonials had been carefully considered. The claims of 
clerks nn the offices under the District Judge of Dacca were duly con¬ 
sidered by him, but from what he had seen of their work and from 
the remarks made by the previous District Judge, he was of opinion 
that none of them was competent to control the process-serving staff 
or likely to discharge the duties of Hazir with efficiency. It was there¬ 
fore decided to take in an outsider, and the candidate Babu Phani 
Bhusan Ray, who was very well spoken of, was given a trial for six 
months. Babu Phani Bhusan Hay having worked very satisfactorily 
during the period under trial, was confirmed on the 19th September, 
1921, when the permanent Nazir retired, 

(e) Maulvi Wahed Bakht after having passed the Entrance Examin¬ 
ation entered service in June, 1898, as assistant comparing clerk in 
the court of the District Judge of Dacca. Since then he has served in 
the capacities of Naib Nazir, Pesbkar of Small Cause Court, Muharrir 
of Judge’s Offio.e and Sheristadar in Courts of First Munsif, First Subor¬ 
dinate Judge and the First Additional Judge. He acted for Nazir in the 
District Judge’s office for a while during this period. 

Babu Phani Bhusan Hay appeared at the First Arts Examination. 
He entered service in March, 1909, as a clerk in the office of the 
Superintendent of Police, Sylhet, and was employed there till April, 
1914, when he was transferred to the office of the Superintendent of 
I’olice, Darrang. During this period he acted twice as Head Clerk 
of the office. At Darrang he acted for a short period as Accountant 
and as Confidential Clerk for a while. In December, 1916, he was 
appointed Sheristadar in the court of the Second Subordinate Judge, 
Sylhet. 

(/) Applications were invited by notification published in the daily 
newspaper, The StatesTnan. The attached statement B will show the 



StaUmmi A, re/errsd to in the reply to nmtarred qnedion No. 7S (b). 


H»iM d etark. 


Pay of ofBoerp 


1. Abdul Halim 

2. Ramani Mohan 

Chatter^. 

Ditto ... 

3. Abdul Bohoman 

Dhali. 

4. Mohendra Lai 
' Basak. 

5. Proo Nath Mitter 


6. Jogendra Nath 
CbakraTarty. 


Ditto ••• 

7 Basik Lai Mu- 
kherji 


6. Joyotiah Chandra 
Kay. 


Bo. 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

50 

30 

30 

40 


30 


anoant of flnO 
Id OMh cue. 


Bo. 

10 

10 

10 

5 

5 

20 

10 

I 

5 

5 


10 


Omoda. 


For gross and wilful nvglig^ucu. 
Ditto. 

For groHH neglect of>duty. 

Fur gross and wilful negligence. 

Ditto. 


For gross and wilful neglect of 
duty. 

Clerk hag been warned and cen* 
Bured before. 1 6ne him Rs. 10 
for gross neglect of duty. 

For gross neglect of duty. 

The clerk was fined in 1916 
and transferred in 19l7 as a 
punishment. 1 have ceneured 
him twice recently, once for the 
disregard of the rules relating 
to the table of contents and for 
failing to return a considerable 
number of records that bad 
been called for from Becord 
Room. 


9. Saahi Kumar Bay 

10. Gobinda Chandra 

Ohar. 

11. Parikshit Chandra 

Das Gupta. 


12. Anwarali 

IS. Mahammed Muluk 

nVtBnil 


30 

30 

40 


SO 

30 


10 

10 

10 


10 


For gross neglect of duty. 

For wilful or continued neglect 
of duty. 

For leaving the station without 
making the arrears. The clerk 
is guilty of flagrant disobedi* 
ence of the order. 

Ditto. 


5 


For gross negligence. 





M»im of ckrk. 

Par of oflleer. 

Amoaotof Am 

inOMhOMB. 

Qtoands. 


Rb. 

Ra. 


14. Surendra Kumar 
Dutt, 

30 

10 

For groM neglect of duly. 

16. Debendra Chandra 
Chakravarty. 

40 

10 

For gross and wilful neglect. of 
duty. 

16. Abdul Hakim ... 

« 

30 

10 

For gross neglect of duty wliicli 
he has endeavoured to conceal 
by submitting a false explana¬ 
tion. 

17. Kaiaeruddin Ah¬ 
med. 

30 

10 

For grOBB and wilful neglect of 
duty and for aubmittiug a false 
explanation. 

■ 

18. Surendra Chandra 
Baaak. 

30 

15 

The clerk wilfully disregarded 
the District Judge's express 
order. For this there can be no 
excuse. It amountu to iu- 
BUbordination. 

19. Riaweawar Ray 
Clioudhiiry. 

40 

10 

For gross neglect of duty. 

20. Dharunl Nath 

Basak. 

! 30 

5 

The clerk has been warned once 
and was recently censured 
otherwise bis record is good and 
[ shall deal leniently with him. 

21. Rsjendra Kumar 
Oaa. 

30 

Half a 
mouth 'i 
pay. 

Tho Naib Noair lias mode false 
statements, sabmitkd false ex- 
plaDHtum and exhibited a spirit 
of insubordioatioo. 

22. Pran Ballabh 

Baaak. 

30 

Do. 

Ditto. 


Pbons. 


Nsme of Pmd. 

Qrad«. 

ImeaBt ef floe. 


Rs. 


2. Sahedali Uir 

16 

Rs. 3. 

14. Oorga Cliaran De 

15 

1 

Seven days’ pay. 

30. Harau Chandra De 

16 

Rs. 2. 










Hum of Fwn^ 


Qrodo. 


Amoont of floo. 


I 



Bb. 


53. Akshoy Kumar Raut .•» 

16 

Be. 1. 

64. Haran Chandra Das 

15 

, Ra. 3. 

81. Rajani Kanta Bepari ... 

14 

Re. 1. 

123. Boiueali Chandra Pal ... 

14 

1 

Rb. 3. 

124. Muhammad Uoodou 

1 

14 

a 

• 

128. Tahwuddin ... 

^3 

„ 3. 


Obdbblibs. 



Koino of orderlj. 


GriUle. 

Amoont of Bim. 




Rs. 


1. 

NAUm ... 


10 

in, 5. 

2. 

ShiHhu 


10 

« 2. 

3. 

Gopi ... 

0 BO 

10 

« 3. 

4. 

Akloo 


11 

Rb. 2, Itfi. 4, Rb. 2 

5. 

Ganga 

• •a 

11 

Rb. 5-8, Rc. 1, Bs! 3, Rb. 5-8, R^. 5 8. 

6. 

Makmal 

• at 

10 

Rb. 4. 


Statement B referred to in the reply to unstarred 

question No. 73 (J). 


Mo. 

ManM et opfdloonto. 

Qnoliacotieni ond proMot oppolnt* 
meat, if eny. 

Dote of ant appoint- 
moot end perM 
ofaerrloo. 

1 

Wahed Bakht ... ^ 

i Passed the Entrance Examina¬ 
tion, SUerietadar, First Sub- 
Judge’s Court, Daooa, offi¬ 
ciated as Nazir before. 

25th June, 1698, 
nearly 23 years. 

2 

Pbani Bhutan Kay 

Passed the Entrance Examina¬ 
tion and appeared at F. A. 
Examination. Sheristadar, 
Second Sub-Judge’s Court, 

4th March, 1909 
nearly 12 years. 




















He. 

ll*iDe o< ^(Atautb 

QittUamtlou and pnmt appolat* 
mratt If aap. 

DMa of Aral oppotna* 
iiMB( ud period 
of nrvko. 

3 

Krishna Chandra Boral ... 

Studied up to M.A. 


4 

Bireodra Cliandra Boy ... 

Bead up to B.A. Served as an 
o£Bciating clerk, in the Com* 
miaaioner'a office, Dacca. 


5 

Kabotra Mohan Ohoah ... 

■ 

A B. L. pleader of the Munahi- 
gauj Bar. 


6 

j 

Siair Knmar Mukharjee ... 

Bead up to I.A. Serving aa an 
Inapector under Meaara. Bird 
& Co., Chandpar. 


7 

Bimola Prasaiina Sen 
Gupta. 

Bead up to I.A. Now a Naib 
Nazir, in the District Judge’s 
office, Mymensingh. 

1906,14 yeara. 

B 

Nawab Ali 

BcaduptoF.A. Now Sheria- 
tadar. Second Sub-Judge’a 
Court, Dacca. 

25th September, 
1896, about 24 
yeara. 

9 

8}iyam Baiidha Baaak ... 

B.L. Pleader of the local Bar. 

1 


10 

Akhil Chandra Gangali ... 

Civil Suit Clerk, Dacca Col- 
lectorate. 


11 

Baaanta Kumar Ghoah” ... 

Sheriatadar, Fourth Sub- 
Judge’s Court, Dacca. 

9th March, 1889, 
32 yeara. 

12 

Anil Kumar Ghoah ... 

Appeared in the I.A. Kxaniina> 
tion. At present drawing 
Ba. 75 aa an Auditor of tbe 
Co-operative Speietiea, Dacca. 


IS 

Jamini Mohan Seal ... 

Sheriatadar, Fifth MuDHiFa 
Court, Dacca, 

22nd December, 
1890, about SO 
years. 

14 

Akahoy Kumar Boy Ghow- 
dhuri. 

Appeared at the Fin^ B.L. 
Examination thie year. 

Sheriatadar, Sixth &ib- 

Judge’s Court, Dacca. 

lat June, 1917, 
about 4 yeara. 

13 

Rajani Chandra Boae 

Sheriatadar, Fifth Sub-Jndge’a 
Court, Dacca. 

4th Hay, 1892, 
about 29 yeara. 




Ho. 

Hosm of oppUeuti. 

QoolUooUoiM ood prMant oppolat- 
aont. i( ony. 

Dsto of opfMlBV 

neaload parted 
of aarTtea. 

16 

halit Mohan Bauerjee ... 

Accountant, Judge's oflBce, 
Dacca. 

ISth August, 

1896, about 24 




years. 

17 

Bajetidra Nath Cliatterjee 

Sheristadnr, Third Sub-Judge’s 
Court, Dacca. 

' 1 

8th July, 1889, 
about 3*^ years. 

18 

1 

Phatii Bhusati Roy ... 

An undergraduate. 


19 

Moh«tt)(lra Chandra Chak- 
rabarfcy. 

Accountant, Judge’s office, 
Alipore. 



Nursae in the Medical College Hoepital. 

74. Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROYx (a) WiU the Hon*ble the 
Sfinister in charge of the Department of Local SelLOoyemment he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact thdt all the nurses in the Calcutta 
Medical College Hospital are either Europeans or Anglo-Indians? 

(&) If so, are the Oovemment considering the desirability of appoint¬ 
ing Indians as nurses in the Medical College Hospital? 

The Hon'ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The nurses 
of the Medical College Hospitals who are supplied by the Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses’ Institution and are i)oid from tlieir Funds are Euro¬ 
peans or Anglo-Indians with the exception of 21 employed in the Eden 
Hospital who are Indians. 

(&) There is no proposal to appoint Indian nurses in these Hospitals 
at jnesent but when the new block of quarters for nurses is ready and 
working, an extension of the employment of Indian nurses is 
contemplated. 


Assessment of ohaukidari-tax in village unions. 

78. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that 
on account of the introduction of the Village Self-Government Act in 
Bengal, chaukidari taxes have been increased and that it is causing 
dissatisfaction among the people ? 







Tlw Hon’bU Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The ase^ 
ments made by union boards on account of chaukidari establishment 
renaain much the same as they were under the old Chaukidari Act. 
Union boards are empowered to impose additional taxation under 
clause (6) of section 37 of the Village Self-Government Act. These 
powers are vested in the union boards themselves and Government have 
no intention of interfering with their discretion in this matter. Gov¬ 
ernment are not aware of any general dissatisfaction owing to taxation 
being imposed under the Village Self-Government Act. 

(b) As already stated, Government do not propose to interfere with 
the discretion of the boards. 

Strikes of working classes. 

76. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l>epartment of Commerce be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of strikes of the working 
classes in Bengal during the last ten months ? 

(b) Have the Government considered the desirability of finding out 
a remedy to put a stop to these strikes in future? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps are the 
Government taking in this direction? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 

Mr. Kerr): (») A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The member is referred to (t) Government Resolution 
Ifo. 2165 Com., dated the 18th June, 1921, publishing the Report of the 
Industrial Unrest Committee, and (ii) Resolution No. 3268 Com., dated 
the 29th August, 1921. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clavee (a) of unetarred 

question No, 76 (a). 


Number of etrikea in progress in Bengal from 1st January, 1921,^tu 

3 Ist October, 1921. 



Otrrlod forward from 
Deaembor, 19S0. 

Now. 

Total. 

January 

••• 

••• 

11 

12 

1 

23 

February 

••a 

• as 

• S« 

U 

' U 

March 

••• 


esa 

1 

1 fi 

ft 







• 

OfttrM (wward from 
DeoMDlwr. 19 M. 

Mew. 

Tetek 

April ••• .M 

• •• 

11 

11 

Hay 

• ea 

13 

13 

Joiio *••• 


7 

7 

July 

• •• 

14 

14 

August 


5 

. 5 

September ... ... 

eae 

8 

8 

October ... ... 


5 

5 

Total 

11 

97 

108 


I 

Price of Coke. 


77. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Ir the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the 
price of coke for domestic consumption in and around Calcutta has gone 
up excessively high, and that the present high price has been causing 
great hardship to the public particularly to tbe poorer section of it? 

(6) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact 
that owing to the excessive high price of coke the poorer people in 
Calcutta, particularly the labouring classes, have been obliged to avoid 
cooking their food as much as possible, and that they are gradually 
resorting to those kinds of food which require no cooking? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that owing to high prices 
of coke the habit of cooking tbeir food twice a day is fast falling 
into disuse amongst the families of the poorer hhadralok class? 

(d) Are the Government aware that the supply of wagons for carry¬ 
ing coke for domestic consumption in Calcutta is most indifferently 
given by the Coal Transportation Officer? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state how many 
wagons on an average per month were supplied for this purpose last 
year, and how many were supplied this year in the months of January 
to May, respectively? 

(/) Is it a fact that according to the Coal Transportation Officer’s 
rules, the Town could get wagons for soft coke for domestic use only 















{g) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Member been drawn to 
the resolution (No. 42, dated the 27th April last), of the Corporation 
of Calcutta on this subject requesting the Government to come to the 
relief of the sufferers by the adoption of immediate measures to ensure 
an adequate, regular and uninterrupted supply of wagons for the traffic 
of domestic coal for the city similar to Royal Indian Marine and Loco 
standard f 

(h) If so, what steps have since been taken by the Government to 
give effect to the said resolution P 

The Moil*ble Mr. KERR: (a) The price of coke in Calcutta shows a 
tendency to fall and is considerably below the level reached in April 
and May, 1921: It is still, however, considerably above the price 
which prevailed three years ago before the coal shortage began. 
Government have no doubt that the high price presses severely on the 
poorer sections of the community. 

(6) Government are aware that statements to this effect were made 
in the course of a debate in the Calcutta Corporation meeting on the 
27th April, 1921. 

(c) llie Government have no information on this point. 

(df) A com]daint of this nature was brought to the notice of the 
Government. 

(e) A statement giving the particulars required is placed on the 
table. 

(/) All authorised suppliers of soft coke for domestic use are placed 
in X (c) class and supplies may be had on any day that this class of 
special supply comes under the daily allotment, provided the colliery 
submits the necessary indent.- As this class of special supjdy, t.e., 
* C ’ class, was not frequently met, instructions were issued by the 
Coal Transportation Officer to the East Indian Railway to meet all 
authorised indents for soft coke in full on Sundays after indents for 
Loco coal had been met in full, thereby raising the position of these 
supplies from the ordinary ^ C * class and placing them next to Loco 
coal. This was done to ensure better supplies and, since these orders 
were issued, indents have been met accordingly every Sunday and, if 
collieries indent regularly and correctly on Sundays, their supplies 
will be met. 

(p) Yes. 

(h) The matter was brought to the notice of the (Government of 



Statemefit ihowif^ the supplies of soft coke to ColcutUt tefetred 

to in the reply to unstarred question No. 

77 («). 


(A)- 

-During 1920. 







yfttgOBM. 

January, 1920— 




160 

East Indian Railway 

see 

• ee 


Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

• •a 

• •• 

• se 

Nil 



Total 

• ee 

160 

February, 1920— 




297 

East Indian Railway 

• •• 

eee 

••• 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

•as 

• ee 

090 

3 



Total 

OmO 

300 

March 1920— 




237 

East Indian Railway 


• •• 

OOO 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 


• »« 


19 


I 

Total 

ee* 

256 

April, 1920— 

1 



131 

East Indian Railway 

• as 

• • a 

••a 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

• •• 


ooo 

2 



Total 

moo 

133 

May, 1920— 




612 

East Indian Railway 

• •• 

• ee 

ooo 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

eee 

• •• 

• 00 

5 



Total 

ooo 

617 

June, 1920— 




487 

East ludian Railway 


aae 

• •0 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

• sa 

• es 

ooo 

Nil 



Total 

• •• 

4H7 

July, 1920— 




562 

East Indian Railway 

at* 


ooo 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

aea 

••• 

ooo 

Nil 



Total 

ooo 

562 

August, 1920— 




453 

East Indian Railway 

••• 


ooo 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

••• 


• •0 

2 



WMgoaa. 


September, 1929^ 

Eut [adiAt) BailwAy 
Beogal-Naispur Hailway 

Octobei, 1920— 

East Indian Railway 
BengabNagpur Rulway 

November. 1920— 

EoHt Indian Railway 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

December, 1920— 

East Indian Railway 
Ueiigal-Nagpur Railway 


««• 9 

Total ... 152 

... ... 462 

... ... 11 

Total ... 463 


... ... 17 

ToUl ... 278 


... ... 219 

... ... 24 

Total ... 243 


(B)— During 1921. 


January, 1921— 


East Indian Railway 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

270 

Beiigal’Nagpur Railway 

«•« 


• •• 

20 



Total 

• •• 

290 

February, 1921— 





Kaat Indian Railway 


••• 

• •• 

181 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

• •a 


••• 

1 



Total 


182 

March, 1921— 





East Indian Railway 

• as 

999 

44a 

300 

Beiigal-Nagpnr Railway 

• • I 

999 

• 44 

13 



Total 

• 44 

SIS 

April, 1921 — 





East Indian Railway 

• •e 

999 

• •4 

810 


Beniral.Nafl’nnr Railwav 


Wl(OIM> 


May, 1921— 

Eaut Indian Railway ... ... 477 

Bengal'Na^ur Kailway aaa S 

Total ... 483 


Effect of noffi-oo-operation on schools and colleges. 

78. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL BahadW. (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister-in chargee of the Department of ^diication 
been drawn to the statement made by the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University regarding the effects of the non-co-operation 
movement on the school and college students of Bengal? 

(h) Are the Government proposing to render any financial assistance 
to the Calcutta University in its present crisis? 

Tho HoiPble Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) and (&) Beference is invited 
to the reply given to a starred question asked by Bai Lalit Mohan 
Singh Boy Bahadur at this session. 


Indigenous modes of treatment. 

79. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARdI: WiU the Hon’blo 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to say whether the Govei nment are considering the desirability 
of appointing a standing mixed committee of allopathic and indigenous 
practitioners to devise means for encouraging indigenous modes of 
treatment? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The reply is in 
the negative. 


Additioml Presidency Magistrateship. 

80. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether, in view of the reduction in work caused hy the recent with¬ 
drawal of the Munitions Board cases from the court of the CSiief Presi¬ 
dency Magistrate of Calcutta, it is contemplated to abolish the additional 
Presidency Magistrateship? 





Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

81. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURt: (a) WiU the Hon*ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to state whether they haye received a copy of the representation made 
by a large number of the inhabitants of the Basirhat subdivision to the 
President, Railway Board, setting forth the numerous public grievances 
with regard to the Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
instituting an inquiry to ascertain whether the grievances and mis* 
management complained of are true ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of seeing that 
the present lease is not renewed unless and until the grievances c^om- 
plained of, and found true are remedied? 

MINISTER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hoii’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur) s 

(a) Yes. The original petition has been forwarded to this Government 
by the Railway Board for disposal. 

(6) The Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Circle No. 2, 
Calcutta, has been asked to make the necessary mquiry and submit 
his report to Government. 

(c) This question does not arise as no lease has been granted by 
Government to the Railway Company. The Railway is subsidised by 
the District Board of the 24-Parganas and its construction was autho¬ 
rised by Government by on order, dated 15th May, 1903, under 
section 5 of the Bengal Tramways Act, 1883. 


Second Presidency Magistrate^ 

82. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of the notification No. 43 J., dated the 4th January, 
1918? 

(6) If that notification is not in force now, will the Hon’hle the 
Member he pleased to lay on the table a copy of the notification by 
which it has been superseded ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to statfr^ 

(t) whether it is a fact that under the rules framed by the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate under section 21 of the Otiminal 
Procedure Code, 1898, with the sanction of the Local Gov- 


^n) whether it is a fact that, since the repartition of the Calcutta 
police courts, in April, 1916, Mr. E. H. Eeays, Second 
Presidency Magistrate, had been sitting in the Northern 
Diyision police court at Jorabagau till he went away on leave 
in April, 1920; 

(iu) whether it is a fact that the pay of the Second Presidency 
Magistrate was considered inadequate by the Local Govern¬ 
ment and has recently been raised from Bs. 1,250 to 
Es. 1,500; and 

(tv) whether it is a fact that since Mr. Eeays has returned from 
leave in October, 1921, Mr. Swinhoe has net allowed 
31r. Eeays to resume his duties at J'orabaganF 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state why rule 2 as framed by him under sec¬ 
tion 21 of the Criminal Procedure Code with the sanction of the liOcal 
Government has not been observed? 

(c) Did the Chief Presidency Magistrate take action in this matter 
with the sanction of the Government ? If so, why ? If not, why not ? 

The Hofl*ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMS (a) A copy of the notification 
is laid on the table. 

(6) The notification is still in force. 

(c) (i) and (n) Yes. 

(itt) Yes. 

(tv) Mr. Swinhoe as Chief Presidency Magistrate asked Mr. Eeays 
to sit at the Bankshall Street Court. 

(d) Mr. Eeays was asked to sit at Bankshall Street in the interest 
of public service as it was not thought desirable to disturb the arrange¬ 
ments at Jorabagan. 

(e) No. The rules do not debar the exercise of discretion by the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate in cases when such departure for a time 
is clearly in the interest of public service. 


Notificai/ion referred to in the reply to clause (a) of the unstarred 

question No, 82 (a). 


NOTIFIOATION. 

No. 4SJ,—The 4ih January, following rules which have been made 

by the Chief Presidency Magigtrate under suhseetion (1) of section 81 of the Code 





Notification No. 602dP., dated the 17tli ilpril, 1916, hare been lanctioned the 
OoTernor in Council and are pablished for general information:— 

2. The Chief Presidency Magistrate shall ordinarily sit at the Southern Police 
Court and the Second Presidency Magistrate at the Northern Police Court. The 
o^er Presidency Magistrates shall sit where the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
may direct them to sit. In case of emergency any Presidenc}* Magistrate may 
hold his Court at such place and hour as he may consider best suited to meet the 
requirements of the public service. 

3. Tlie Second Presidency Magistrate will divide the work at the Northern 
Police Court between himself and the other Magistrates, Stipendiary, or Honorary, 
assigned to^that Court. Tlio Chief Presidency Magistrate will distnbute the work 
at the Sou*them Police Court. The Honorary Magistrate^ shall take cognisance 
of such complaints and cases as may be made over to them by these Magistrates: 

Provided that, during the absolute of any Magistrate, or in the event of any 
piPff>i:re of work occurring in any Court, or for any other special reason, the CSiief 
Presidency Magistrate may arrange for the distribution of the work among other 
Presidency kfogistrates, 

J. H. HHHlti, 

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Liquor shops in RaniganJ. 

83. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are seven 
licensed country liquor shops within the small municipal area of Rani- 
ganj in addition to six more similar shops within a radius of five miles 
of Raniganj, a tract which is mostly inhabited by coal miners f 

(h) What is the total number of licenses for sale of country-spirit 
and pach-wai in the subdivision of Asansol covering the coal mining 
area of the district of Burdwan, and what was the total value of the 
sale of spirit and pachwai in the above subdivision during the year end¬ 
ing Slst March, 1981, and the quarter ending 30th June, 1921, also 
stating the population of the subdivision? 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All 
Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); (a) There are one licensed country-spirit, 
and three licensed pachicai shops in the municipal area of Baniganj and 
two country-spirit and seven pachwai shops within a radius of five miles 
of Raniganj. 

(6) The total mimber of licenses for sale of country-spirit !and 
pachwai and the total value of the country-spirit and pachwai sold in 
the subdivision of Asansol are as follows 



Ut Quarter — 

1921-22—26 country-spirit shops and 121 pachwai shops. 
Value—Country-spirit, lU. 81,984; pachwai, Bs, 3,60,216. 
The population of the Asansol subdivision is 403,964. 


InconvenieiKM to passengers on the Murshidabad branoh 
(Eastern Bengal Railway). 

84. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQs (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Bepariment of Public Works 
been drawn to the inconvenience of railway passengers on the Murshida¬ 
bad branch of the Hastem Bengal Railway owing to the stoppage 
of the running of the local trains during the war? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of moving 
the railway authorities to provide a fast train on the Murshidabad line 
at the earliest opportunity? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(6) The attention of the railway authorities will be invited to this 
matter. 


Secretariat establishment. 

85. Or. A. SUHRAWARDYs (a) Will the Hon*ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of assistants and head assistants in the different 
departments of the Civil Secretariat; 

(ti) the number of Deputy Secretaries, Under-Secretaries and 
Assistant Secretaries in each Department; and 

(m*) the pay and allowances attached to each of the posts P 

(6) Where there is a Deputy Secretary, or an officer doing the work 
of Deputy Secretary, as well as an Under-Secretary or Assistant Secre¬ 
tary, is the work of the Department divided between the two? 

(c) If so, the work of how many assistants approximately is each 
required to pass and supervise ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Department of Local Self-Government 
and Education and the Revenue Department the Assistant Secretaries 
have merely taken the place of the old Under-Secretaries? 

T« .ri. .. -...A_ : _ 



MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'Me Sir Honry WhOBlor)s (a) (i) The memher is referred to the 
figures in paragraph 21 of the Ministerial Salaries Committee’s Report, 
Volume I. 

(n) and (in’) A statement giving the information is laid on the 
table. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) As Uie distribution of work among assistants does not correspond 
with that among officers, no answer can be given. 

(d) Yes. 

(«) Yes. 

(/) The remuneration of the old TJnder-Seoretaries was fixed with 
reference to the pay drawn by other members of the service to which 
they belonged, that is, the Indian Civil Service. Assistant Secretaries 
are appointed from the Bengal Civil Service or from services of similar 
status, and they receive a duty allowance in addition to the pay which 
they would draw in a regular line. The desire to effect economy was 
ooe reason for the change being made. 


Statement referred to in the reply to (a) (it) and (ttt) of unstarred 

qaestion No, 85 (a) (t*) and (m). 


DrtMUtnent 0 r Ofllot. 

Dopotj 

Baoretaiy. 

SpeeUI Offleu 
dolox tbs work 
of Depotj 
SacreUr^. 

UndwSMntvj. 

AniatKDt 

Stctalftrjr. 

Cliief Secretary’s office 

1 

1 

see 

1 

1 

Local Self-Govermnenl and 
Education. 

1 

eee 

•ee 

1 

FiaaDCA, Commerce and 
Marine. 

•ee 

1 

1 


ReveDue ... 


e 

• ee 


1 

Agriculture and Industries 

• ee 

•ee 

aee 

1 


Pay and allowances attached to the posts. 
Chief Secretariat 
Deputy Secretary. 

Rs 

P*y ••• ••• ... 1,600 

Oventeaa allowaDce ... ... 260 

Duty ellowauce ... ... 200 









Under-SMreUry* 


Pty 

Ovdrfleaa •llowaDce 
Duty allowance 


Ra. 

760 

200 

200 (a) 


Total ... 1,160 


Asaiatant Secretary. 


Pay 

»e« 


• 

eoe 

Ra. 

660 

Duty allowance 

• •• 

• •• 

• • • 

100 (o) 



Total 

see 

650 


Itooal Btlf-Govemmeni atnl JBfiueaiian 7Japartm«»fji. 
Deputy Secretary. 


Pay 


Pay 


Aaaiatant Secretary. 


Bs. 

2,500—100—3,000 ^b^ 

Re. 

600 (e) 


Fina»cf, Commerce and Jlfariue Departmemie. 


Pay 

Overseas allowance 
Deputation allowance 
Charge allowance 


Special Officer. 


Total 


Rh. 

1,350 

200 

310 (d) 
126 (e) 


1,985 


Pay 

Overaeaa allowance 
Duty allowance 


Under-Secretary. 


Total 


R««. 

650 

150 

200 


1,000 


(s) Pltu PntiaaDey baon sSDwanw. 

(t) The Dliaeter oC PobUo loifenietloa U fetM te-oJMo Depot; Beotetsr; la the BdoestloB Department. 

/.V — ■ • ~ -* inn mIk. PpmISmia* hoBM^albiMiuM. 



Bevemte Department, 
AssUtaiit Secretary. 


Pay 


Be. 

600(a) 


A griculture and Tnduatriee Department. 


Pay 


Aeeietant Secretary. 


«#• 


• •• 


Ri. 

600(6) 


Pay aud allowances of aeaistante and head assistants are shown in paraj^rapb 21 of 
the Hinietetial Salaries Committee’s Report^ Volume 1. 


Secretariat estaMiehmenti 

86. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state— 

(t) the number of assistants and head assistants in the different 
Departments of the OiTil Secretariat; and 
(it) also the number of Deputy Secretaries, Under-Secretaries and 
Assistant Secretaries in each Department, and the pay and 
allowances attached to each of these posts P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how the work 
is divided betu'een the two officers where there is a Deputy Secretary 
or an Officer doing the work of a Deputy Secretary, as well as an 
Under-Secretary or Assistant Secretary and the work of how many 
Assistants approximately each is required to pass and supervise? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the Departments of Local Self-Government, 
Education and Kevenue the Assistant Secretaries have taken the place 
of the old Under-Secretaries? 

(d) Is it a fact that they do not receive the same remuneration ? 

(e) Is it a fact that one of the Under-Secretaryships which was 
treated as a listed post,” has been abolished? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of throwing 
open a Deputy Secretaryship or Secretaryship to the Bengal Giv^ 
Service? 

The Hon>ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (&), (c) and (<Z) The 
member is referred to the reply given to a similar question put at this 
meeting by Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

'(e) Tea. 

(/) 





Biriiii-PatuaklMli steamer service and ether services. 


87. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) WiU tHe Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of the fact that second class tickets are not issued from Vatua- 
khali to Barisal by the mail steamers, although there is second class 
accommodation on board such steamers P 

(h) If 80 , what is the reason for this procedure? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
in contemplation to address the Rivers Steam Navigation Company on 
this point? 

(d) Is the Hon*ble the Member aware of the fact that there is no 
second class gentlemen’s b&tluoom on the Barisal-Khulna Express and 
Narainganj-Shulna mail steamers ? 

(e) Is it a fact that on the Goalundo-Narainganj and Uoalundo- 
Chandpur steamers such bathrooms aie provided? If so, what is the 
reason for this differentiation? 

(/) Is it a fact that there are electric fans in the second class 
cabins of steamers running between Goalundo and Ohandpur and that 
there are no such fans in the set^ond class cabins of steamers running 
between Ehulna and Barisal ? If So, what is the reason for the differ- 
entiation ? 

(y) Is it a fact that cushions are provided on the seats in the second 
class cabin of steamers running between Goalundo and Chaudpur and 
Goalundo and Naraingaaj and that no such cushions are provided in the 
second class cabin of steamers running between Ehulna and’Barisal? 
If so, what is the reason for this differentiation? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr), (a), (h) and (c) It is a fact that second class tukets were 
not being issued on the mail steamers from Patuakhali to Barisal although 
there was second class acjcomniodation on board such steamers. The 
Joint Steamer Companies who were addressed in the matter state that the 
reason was that their Sub-Agent at Patuakhali had no supply of second 
class tickets and that the matter had not previously been brought to their 
notice. The Sub-Agent at Patuakhali has now been instructed to indent 
for second class tickets. 

(d) Only one of tbe steamers on the Barisal Express service has 
a separate gentlemen’s bathroom on the lower deck for second class 
passengers. 

(s) On the Ooalundo-Narainganj and Goalundo-Ohandpur steamers 
second class bathrooms are provided for both ladies and gentlemen. 
This is possible because the steamers on the Padma are larger than 


(/) Only one of the six steamers on the Padma has electric fans 
in the second class cabins. 

(g) Mattresses are provided in second class cabins of the Padma 
steamers bat not on the Barisal steamers. This is beoaose the number 
of passengers using the second class on the latter service is very small 
and there has been no request for cushions. 

European police oflloerB. 

88, Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED; WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the total number of European police officers 
of tile Indian police in Bengal and also note their names with the 
University examinations that each of them has passed? 

The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: The total number of 
Buropean police officers together with their names will be foipd in the 
Civil List. The following officers hold University degrees:— 

Lieutenant'Oolonel P. A. B. Pritchard—B.A. 

Mr. C. E. S. Fairweather—M.A. 

Mr. O'. B. MacDowell is a Barrister-at-Law. Information regard¬ 
ing other university examinations, e.g.^ Matriculation, is not readily 
available. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The debate on the resolution of Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur 
regarding police courts was resumed. 

Location of Presidency Magistrates’ Courts. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Yesterday I 
brought to the notice of the Council the various points which the resolu¬ 
tion suggests. It appears to me that the resolution is divisible into three 
parts. Firstly, with regard to the alleged inconvenience of the litigant 
public; secondly, with regard to the irregularity in the conduct of bud* 
ness which the mover traces to the location of the courts in several places, 
and, thirdly, with regard to the high charges which are incurred on 
account of the courts being scattered over different localities. 

With regard to the first, I beg to submit that, taking a commonsense 
view of the question, it appears to me that the two courts oiight to be' 
located in different places; it would be convenient to the litigant parties. 


Sir, I take to be the oommonseitc&Tiew ef the queetion, and I advieed the ^ 
Hon*ble Sir Abd*iir>Bahim to accept it when he consulted me, and that 
was also the adyice of other members of the Standing Committee. Now 
I say tkat I have taken a ccmunonsense view of the case, but if the con¬ 
venience of the public is looked to, I am sure that that view may nut be 
considered as a wrong one. But an inquiry or investigation is necessary, 
and it should be made by responsible men. The learned mover ought not 
to objecti^ iti He has suggested the amalgamation of the two courts 
on the ground of convenience. That is a question of fact and 1 am not 
told whether any investigation has already been made. 

Then with regard to the second question, 1 submit that these irregu¬ 
larities can be obviated, but it is not a question which affects the point at 
issue. The primary issue irwhether the two courts should be located in 
one place; it ought not to be clouded by extraneous matters : whether the 
Public ProsMutor gets laerger fees than he ought, whether his assistants 
and staff get large sums of money, whether the pleaders charge very high 
fees, and whether the magistrate likes to postpone cases on account of 
the absence of senior pleaders—these irregularities which have been 
.brought to the notice of the Council can be easily settled. 

Thirdly, with regard to the extra charges and the expenditure tlmt is 
incurred on account of the trtinsfer'of cases from one court to another^ 
My answer is, that we must look to efficiency. I have always urged the 
practice of economy as far as possible, but with an eye on efficiency; that 
is a vital point for consideration. 

It has been said by one of the speakers that the location of the Small 
Cause court in the centre of the town is a proof in favour of the resolution. 
That is true, but we are dealing with criminal offences, and my submis¬ 
sion is that these offences may be conveniently tried in the place sphere 
they are committed. X submit that a proper inquiry should be made into 
these matters. There is also no proper scheme before the Council. 

Dealing with the question of the disposal of these court buildings, I 
have already brought to the notice of the House that the Bankshall Street 
court building is a Government property. I have seen the house. It is a 
condemned one- 

Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat. 

08bll FANINDRALAL DE: I,heartily support the resolution moved 
by my hon*ble friend. The hirftory of the partition of the police courts, 
its modification and 4;he debates in the Couneijt on this point are well 
known to every member and need no repetition. 

I have had some opportunity of studying the situation first-hand and I 
can say hum my experience that the increased fees of lasers and delay 
in despatch of business are some of the defects in the present arrange¬ 
ment. Another very important point in this connection is the ineffect- 


the financial consideration. The partition has caused considerable in¬ 
crease in the recurring imd non-recurring charges. There was a time 
when the OoTemment could spend a few lahhs of rupees in an experiment 
to hare a police court at Kyd Street and then give it up saying that **it 
had not been an entire success. The case is difierent now. The finan¬ 
cial crisis has made it imperative to cut down all unnecessaiy ex¬ 
penditure. If the suggestion in the resolution be accepted and givMi 
effect to, there will be considerable saving without impairing 4he effici¬ 
ency of the department. It is high time that the matter should be taken 
in hand as the Government proposes to erect a building for the Bankshall 
Street police court. There is enough space in the plot in question and 
with suitable plans all the different courts can be housed there properly 
togetherVith the newly established court for traffic cases. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLiKS I beg to support the motion 
of Dr. Haridhan Dutt. After all, I am glad it is not a man of my caste, 
that is, a lawyer, who has brought it forward. He is a doctor and an 
Honorary Magistrate. If it had been brought up by a man of my caste, 
i.e., a lawyer, I am sure it would have been treated with the greatest 
possible suspicion from the start by those in whose haitds the decision 
lies. I am not sure whether the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judi¬ 
cial Department holds the same view of the lawyer. 

With regard to this resolution, I find there are three parts in it; the 
first is, that the present arrangements of having the courts of the Presi¬ 
dency Magistrates in the same building, for the trial of ^'serious*’ as well 
as *^petty” rases, but at different places in Calcutta be abolished. 

Anybody who has ever had anything to do with any of these courts, 
will be able to say what a pandemonium it is for the first two hours when 
these petty cases are being tried. It is absolutely impossible to go on 
with any business there—large crowds, almost suffocating, and tremend¬ 
ous noise all the while. If any gentleman doubts this, let him run to any 
of these courts and see for himself if any business can be done. I have 
seen the Magistrate shouting, the police shouting, peons shouting, people 
shouting, everybody shouting. (A voice; “Pleaders shoutinjgP”) Yes, 
pleaders do shout, no doubt, but they have a right to shout, and those who 
are jealous of them, they also shout. Therefore, there is no question that 
these petty cases ought to be tried in a different house altogether. - 

With regard to a more serious matter, vis., the two courts being 
located together—^the Bankshall Street court and the other one in the 
northern part of the town—^I respectfully submit that a very strong case 
has been made out with facts and figures liy my learned friend. I sup¬ 
port it, first b^ause it will be cheaper, it will involve less expenditure. 
My friend, the doctor, has given the figures, and I do like to go over them 
again. There has been a very great rise in the expenditure on the min- 



np to Bb. 67,000. Th# Public Prosecutor's expenditure from Bs. 9,000 
went up to Bb. 17,000, and contingencies rose from Bs. 7,0Ci0 to 
Bs. 16,000. Do you know wbat theBe contingencies are forf They are, 
most of them, for policemen moTing about from court to court. Orer 
ukd above that, there is the raotOT>car allowance for my friend Bai Tarak 
Nath Sadhu Bahadur. 1 do not grudge him this. These are roughly 
the expenses. I am not one of those who think, unless you always quote 
figure's to several places of decimal, your arguments are not correct. But 
the Bi^Qple fact remains that two establishments are bound to be more 
costly than one. On that g^und, first of all, I support this motion. 

The next ground on which it ought to be supported is the matter of 
convenience to the public. It may be asked why I am anxious about the 
public. Ky friends of ths"service for which we all have a very high re¬ 
gard may look upon me as a crocodile. I know that if you keep these 
courts apart it is better for the lawyers than anybody else. The people 
have got to pay more. I can say from personal experience, that the law¬ 
yers there do charge, and particularly the senior men, charge higher fees 
as these courts are situated in different localities, for the simple reason, 
that they make up*for the loss of time which is entailed in going from one 
court to another. Most of these men spend a large portion of their time 
on the Strand Road with the result that when the pleader arrives at the 
court his case is almost half-finished. It means loss to the people, who 
have got to engage pleaders, who are a very troublesome body in their 
difficulties. This is a ground on which I certainly support this motion. 

The third reason is, there is tremendous loss of time in doing business. 
For instance, if records are wanted from one coui*t for another, they can¬ 
not be got the same day; you have to send a man down, often in a motor¬ 
car; he asks the court for permission to take the records; the same papers 
are perhaps exhibited in another court, then he has to go back. There is 
a serious difficulty when the papers are exhibited in both the courts. 
Then another difficulty is that when cases are transferred by the Second 
Presidency Magistrate to Honorary Magistrates, they cannot be sent to 
the latter at once. They must go through Mr. Swinhoe who will have to 
put his initials before the cases go to the particular Honorary Magis¬ 
trates. This means that a whole day is lost, and it means extra money to 
the pleaders. I have earned much money myself in this way. There is 
an idea that my friend has beep put up by pleaders. This is absolutely 
wrong. It is to the interest of the litigants that these two courts should 
be in one and the same building. No case has been made out except the 
convenience of the Government officers who want to bring justice nearer 
home. In that case , why do you not break up the High Court, or the 
Sessions Court at Alipore, that is a ridiculous idea. Then there is the 
argument that in London there are four courts. Weil, if you take the 
suburbs of Calcutta intd account, you will find that already there are 
several courts here—one at Alipore, one at Sealdah, excluding, cen- 


Another reason why 1 should support this resolution is this: formerly 
there was one police court, as we all know, at Loll Bazar. The reason 
why this was removed is not very clear, but it was said its very close 
proximity to the police compound and the Commissioner’s office was not 
desirable. Afterwards it was divided into three courts. One court was 
set up at £yd Street, but this had to be abolished. You cannqt set up a 
police court in every man’s house. 

Then, Sir, as regards some remarks made hy my esteemed friend, Hai 
Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, that there would be loss of efficiency. 
With the greatest deference to him, which is almost unlimited, 1 say that 
this fetish of efficiency should not be carried too far. Therb is a limit to 
the constant cry of efficiency. Everything which is not suggested by 
Government is not efficient. That is an idea against which I strongly 
protest. His second objection was that there was no scheme ready. Ai’e 
we the persons to make schemes? We make proposals, if they are accept¬ 
ed we have got highly paid officers to work out schemes, lam not here 
for the purpose of making schemes. That is idle talk. We have our 
land surveyors, we have our engineers, it is for them to make schemes. 

Therefore 1 say—do not have a fetish of all that. If it appears 
to you that there should not be two courts but one and that is more 
to the convenience of the public, by all means have it done. If it 
is not so, and if the facts and circumstauces show that it is less costly 
and more convenient to have two courts and that is calculated to cause 
less delays, by all means have it. 

Then, as -regards the present court at Bankshull Street, I submit 
that this house was built before Lord Olive came to ibis country. It 
is a very old dilapidated building and I do not know whether Govern¬ 
ment will be responsible for the los.s of limb or of life that may be 
caused if it tumbles down. It is a very wretched old building and 
perhaps the oldest building in, Calcutta. It has got to be demolished 
in any case, and if it is to he demolished, may I ask whether it would not 
be a sensible course to sell this plot and out of the sale-proceeds to have 
the police courts at the heart of the commercial part of the town f Just 
opposite the Central Avenue or near about it, you can have a fine build¬ 
ing for the accommodation of the courts out of the sale-proceeds of 
the land in Bankshall Street. ' I think you can now acquire some lands 
at the site just opposite the present Central Avenue and which is, I 
believe, projected to be extended up to Dharumtala. It will indeed 
be a splendid building and there you can have ample space and compound 
and something more for some other things which you might require. 
You can put even your court for traffic cases there: of course you must 
have the children’s court in a quite separate building but it is quite a 
different matter. 


away from the tramway service and one attending there has to walk some 
distance- 

At this stage, the member having reached the time>limit, took his 
seat. 

Rai JOGENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs I beg to support 
this resolution but I must say that there are two sides of this question. 
I have heard some strange observations made to-day. One of them 
is that justice should not be brought near to the homes of people and tiiat 
it is absurd and nonsensical. This was too much for me. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is the expression ** non- 
sensicaT' a parliamentary ^pressionP * 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT <Babu Surendra Nath Ray); I think it 
is unparliamentary. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Hay I ask—^was 

the word ** nonsensical ” used by the last speaker parliamentary? 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Tou are not to put any question to the 
Chair. You had better go on with your speech. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: To say that to bring 
justice to the doors of people is absurd is a proposition which will take 
a man’s breath away and I wonder that a member of this Council could 
have seriously made it. Justice ought to be brought down to the 
homes of people whenever it may be possible. When it is possible 
to do so the coqrts shotdd be duplicated. It is a question of finance 
to the people. When the Government was pleased to divide the police 
courts into three courts it was guided by the best of motives. It divided 
the police court into three courts—the Kyd Street, the Jorabagan 
aud the Lall Baear where they are now.. It was thought that it should 
be to the benefit of the people, hut, unfortunately, their intentions have 
been falsified and they were obliged to close up the Kyd Street court. 
Kow the question is: Is the Jorabagan court a convenient place for the 
police to be located? A gentleman says, “ no.” Surely if it is not 
it ought not to be there and that is one reason why I support this resolu¬ 
tion. If you can go to a central position and bring justice ne^r to the 
homes of the people, it would be a good thing to do.. 

Then comes the question of expense. This is a serious matter. We 
are not financially very well off and if this leads us to a large ei^nditore, 
I shall be the last man to support a change; but so far as 1 can see 
it will not lead to a large expenditure. This is a question which must 
be decided by the Government authorities; it is for us to say that U 
is the desire of the Council that the Jorbagan court should be abolished 


repreaentatiye* of Calcutta in this Council hare all supported the resolu* 
tioii. That being so, (loveiuinent is bound to consider the wishes of 
the population of Calcutta as expressed through their representatiyes. 
If there were any man here who represented the people Xfi Calcutta and 
said ** no, we do not want it,^’ I, for my part, would haye thought 
twice before supporting this resolution. As no such man has come 
forward and said it would not be right, we cannot but support the resolu¬ 
tion. A mufassal pleader has opposed the resolution. I say he has 
got no locus standi in the matter. 

I submit that taking all sides of the question into consideration, the 
resolution should be supported. Of course, the question of cost still 
remains. .We express our desire that the resolution should be supported 
but when Goyemment should bring forward proposals as to the cost 
then we would finally decide the matter. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZLUL HAQ: I feel an almost irrepressible desire to 
speak on this resolution because the suggestion now under discussion is 
one of my old fayourites. Twice in the old Bengal Legislatiye Council I 
bj'uught similar resolutions for consideration, and on both the occasions 1 
was taunted with ihe remark that I had brought forward the resoluiious in 
the interests of the members of the legal profession. I am glad that on 
the present occasion the resolution has been brought forward by a mem¬ 
ber who does not belong to my profession and to whom, therefore, the 
charge can neyer apply and whose experience of the matters under dis¬ 
cussion is as wide and yaried as his motiyes are beyond question or 
criticism. 

1 haye not had the adyantage of listening to the debates of yesterday 
and 1 am at a slight disadyantage in consequence. I will, howeyer, try- 
to recapitulate the arguments which, to me, appear yery strongly in 
faTour of the suggestions now before the Council; and I would ask 
hon'ble members to excuse me if, in doing so, I repeat the arguments 
which might haye been brought forward by members who haye spoken 
before me. 

The first point that 1 would submit for the consideration of this 
Council is a sort of admission that was made by the Hon’ble Mr. Lyon on 
the first occasion in reply to my resolution that the location of three 
courts at three different places was nothing more than a mere experiment. 
Well, if it was admittedly an experiment, the question whether that 
experiment has been a success or not must necessarily he judged by the 
results. Now, on the first occasion, although my resolution was not 
accepted by Goyemment, the Hon’ble Mr. Lyon promised that he would 
make certain inquiries, and, as a result of the inquiries, he was conyinced 
that one at least of the courts ought to be abolished. The net result was 
that the three courts were reduced to two. To that extent admittedly 


considered to be anything like a success. In judging that matter 
certain facts haye to be kept in mind. 1 have heard a great deal about 
justice being brought home to the people; but people forget that a court 
is not constituted merely by setting up « bench of magistrates, either 
stipendiary or honorary with certain official paraphernalia to help the 
court in its work. It is also necessary that there should be lawyers 
attached to the court to help the court in canying on its business, because 
although lawyers do constitute a sort of unmitigated evil, they arc, to 
say the least, a necessary evil under the present system of administiation 
in this country. If you set up courts at every street corner you also 
invite pleaders to set up practice, and the result necessarily is that litiga¬ 
tion is fostered; and whereas you want to bring justice to the dour of 
the people, all that you succeed in doing is that you induce the people to 
indulge in unnecessary litigation. The multiplication of courts leads 
to this disadvantage, that it increases litigation which at least is an evil 
and has got to be condemned. 

Secondly, my friend, Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, who has 
opposed this resolution, forgets the fact that, when pleaders have got to 
divide their time into two courts, they get an opportunity of charging 
exorbitant fees from their clients. My friend is a member of the legal 
profession himself, hut I doubt if he^has experience of the work that is 
being done in the two courts in Calcutta. I can, however, claim to have 
some practical and personal experience of the business that is conducted 
in these two courts. On one occasion, if my memory does not fail me,, 
I had one case in the Jorahagan court, two cases in the Bankshall Street 
and a case in the High Court, and the Council will be surprised to hear 
that on that day my clients between themselves, had to pay something 
like Bs. 30 as taxi hire. I had to take a taxi to the Jorahagan court and 
as taxis are not ordinarily available there, I had to keep it waiting there 
and the charge was enormous. These little expenses which clients have 
to undergo can he obviated if the courts are located in the same building. 

Then, there is the question of fees that is paid to the pleaders. Tou 
cannot ignore the pleaders; you have got to engage their services and you 
have got to go to them; and if 160 pleaders separate themselves into two 
different buildings and on an average there are 75 in each building, these 
75 persons get an oppovtunit;., in most cases, of dictating their own terms. 
Yon must not make the mistake of thinking that because tbe number of 
pleaders is decreased tbe iiumhei of cases in tbe two buildings i*emains the 
same. It is" not merely the half of what it was at each ploce; so that, 
while the work is appreciably diminished the number of pleaders practis¬ 
ing at the place is reduced to half and the pleaders get an opportunity of 
chaining exorbitant fr«s. I av.t saying this from personal exp<u*ience 
althon^ I have not been there as a litigant in either of these places; hut as 
a matter of fact I |tave come across cases in which litigants have had to 


place. The question of expenses to the litigants has certainly to bq 
considered and it is the most important factor for consideration of this 
Counoil. 

*Then, there is the question regarding houses in which these courts are 
at present located. The Jorabagan house itself is unsuitable and un¬ 
desirable. So far as the Bankshall Street court is concerned the site may 
be a good one but the building has been repeatedly condemned. And the 
Oovernment hare admitted that they are going to rebuild tbe house in 
Bankshall Street on the site on which the court is located. If the build¬ 
ing is really going to be rebuilt, cannot the Qoyernment take steps to 
make it spacious enough to accommodate the two courts—the one at 
Bankshall Street and other at Jorabagan in one building? There is 
another point which is more or less of a sentimental character, hut which 
ought not to be ignored. It is ibis; that in Jorahagan the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner sits with all his police paraphernalia and there are also the 
Magistrates holding the courts. I haye heard complaints from the 
ptihlic that this is a most undesirable arrangement that can be conceiyed. 
As a matter of fact, one of the reasons why the Police Court was remoyed 
from Lall Bazar was a general complaint of the public that the Police and 
the Magistrate ought not to be located in tbe same building. Is it con- 
duciye so much to efficiency that you should ignore public feeling and 
public criticisms in this matter and persist in locating in the same build¬ 
ing the Deputy Commissioner and all his police as well as the Magistrates? 
The reason is that the public say that the presence of the police in the 
court building terrorises the witnesses and they get so much frightened 
at the sight of the police that they really feel loath to speak the truth. 

Then, there is the question of the unequal distribution of tbe work. 
If the Magistrates are located in the same building, when one Magistrate 
has got his hands free some cases can be transferred to him. Suppose 
that the Magistrate at Jorabagan finishes his cases by 2 f.m., but before 
he can send word to the Chief Presidency Magistrate to get some more 
cases to try, the court hours are over. But if the Magistrates are located 
in the same building, immediately a Magistrate has his hands free, he 
can get some cases transferred to his file; and this might lead to an 
expeditious trial of cases. This question has been already discussed and 
I might remind the Council that under the provisions of section 192 
of the Criminal Procedure Code it is the Chief Presidency Magistrate who 
can directly transfer the cases; and the fact that the Magistrates are 
holding their courts in two different places greatly impedes in the way of 
the expeditious transfer of cases by the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 
Instances are not uncommon in which delays have occurred simply 
because the Magistrate is sitting in one building and tbe Chief Presidency 
Magistrate is sitting in another building and the latter is not Able to 
quickly transfer the cases to the Magistrate who has his hands free. 


how these charges haye gone up in one case from Es. 30,000 to Bs. 41,000 
and in another from Rs. 7,000 to Bs. 16,000. Of course, I am speaking 
subject to correction. At any rate, it must be admitted that there has 
been a grreat increase both in the establishment and in the contin¬ 
gent charges. 

Lastly, comes the question whether the suggestion that has been made 
in this resolution should be really accepted by Goyemment. Goyernment 
can always find grounds for rejecting proposals. Goyemment members 
can always put up the most gallant defence in defence of a yery bad case. 
1 would ask hon’ble members to consider the suggestion on the merits 
and from the point of yiew of litigants and litigants alone and not to 
yield to the clamour of the official defence. The Goyemment has defend- 
ed the system. There is iirtbis Council, and, if I mistake not, a public 
outcry against the system which has gone on increasing since I discussed 
this question in Council in the year 1915. During these six years, we 
haye been repeatedly approached not by pleaders but by members of the 
litigant public to bring up this resolution in the Legislatiye Council. 
This year, fortunately, a non-lawyer member has taken up this question; 
and I hope the Council will disabuse their minds of the suspicion that this 
suggestion is being made in the interests of a certain profession and not 
.in the interest of the general public^. 

With these few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Coming, as I do from a mufas- 
sal town, I may be considered to be a person who could not speak with 
any amount of authority on this subject. But I can speak something 
about Chittagong, where I reside. There we haye all the courts—civil, 
revenue and criminal—located in one and the same building. It is a 
great convenience to the litigants and the lawyers. Supposing in the 
midst of a case, complicated questions of law arise and the pleader who 
is acting in the case is not considered strong enough to meet the points 
and the party has to fetch a senior pleader. This is possible only if he 
is available on the spot. But if the courts are situated far away from 
one another, one cannot with convenience get a pleader from another 
court. This is a convenience which is very often felt in Chittagong 
where we have all the courts located in the same building—sometimee it. 
so happens that a pleader is required who can humour a particular 
court. I do not like to dwell much upon the convenience of having all 
the criminal courts in Calcutta in the same building as previous speakers 
have already done so. 

I would request those members who are opposed to the proposal 
to consider whether it would at all be convenient for parties if tbe High 
Court were split up and the Original and* Apjmllate sides located in 
buildingfi two miles apart. One central house for all the courts is a 


The Hon'bto Sir A9D-UR-RAHtM: 1 must say ob behalf of the 
OoTerament that we have no particular feeling in the matter and would 
not like to be considered obstructive to any scheme which is really 
conducive to public convenience. I wish to make it clear at once that 
if the Government be satisfied that it is desirable in the interests of public 
convenience and for the efficient administration of justice to have only one 
court for the whole town of Calcutta, we will have no hesitation to accept 
such an arrangement. I have listened very carefully to the arguments 
that have been adduced on this point, but I must confess that I am not 
quite convinced that it is in the interest of the public that there should 
be only one police court for the whole of Calcutta. I remember the Lall 
Bazar polipe court and very few of the gentlemen, who Have spoken on 
this subject, including the thi’ee Honorary Magistrates, can claim to have 
been very familiar with the business of that court. I may state that 
every Magistrate and even the lawyers were not satisfied with the arrange¬ 
ments that prevailed there. It was extremely inconvenient for conduct¬ 
ing the husiiicHs there owing to the large crowds that assembled. You 
know that at least for a good portion of the morning petty cases are 
brought up which bring in a very large crowd of people, and it becomes 
very difRoult for the court to conduct the business. Now if you have all 
these cases, which have gone on increasing since then and if all the other 
criminal business be centred in one court, I have no doubt that ptirnd 
facie it would be very difficult for the Magistrates to do their work. 
When 1 was a Magistmte I knew it was the general feeling that the liall 
Bazar police court was not at all convenient, it was too small and it was 
desirable that there should be better accommodation for tbe Magistrates. 
I am sure many people felt at the time that it would be better and more 
conducive to a proper conduct of business if there were more than one 
court in the town of Calcutta. If this resolution were given effect to, 
Calcutta would be the only large town of its size that had one police court 
for the entire city. From a very long time Bombay had more than one 
police court—I believe two police courts—and Madras had three police 
courts. . I am not sure that Madras has not got four police courts, but I 
am certain of three. To say that it would be more convenient to the 
litigants who resort to the police court to have one court is, I say, primd 
facie, a bad proposition. I conflmi this from my own experience of the 
working of the police court for quite a number of years; sind business 
has iurreased since then considerably. Can there be any doubt that it 
would be especially inconvenient for the poorer litigants if there be only 
one court again? We have in a matter of this sort primarily to look to 
the convenience of the poorer classes of the people who attend the police 
court from day to day. They are to be found dispersed all over the town 
of Calcutta. It. was suggested by one of the speakers, I think 
Hr. Haridhan Hutt, that it is a fallacious idea that people have to go to 



Rfti Dh HARIDHAN DUTT Bihadiirs 1 did not mean everybody. 

I meant only tboee who go to the police court. 

Tlw Hon’Ut Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I know that you did not mean 
either yourself or myself but those who resort to the police court. Dr. ' 
Haridhan Dutt has argued that most of the people who attend the police 
court are centred somewhere in Dalhou'sie Square on business. I think 
this is an absolutely unfounded suggestion. Do people give up their 
occupations at Bara Bazar, Jorubagan and other places? Busiuess is 
carried on all over the town and I think the northern division of the town 
can claim as large business centres as Dalhousie Square or Fairlie Place. 
It is difficult to make an accurate estmate in a matter of this sort, but 
r should say without hesitation that much the largest number df people 
who resoi’t to the police cou^s are from localities other than Dalhousie 
Square. These divisions of the town for police, administration—northern 
division and southern division—^have existed from a very long time. Is 
it not more convenient to the people of the southern division to have a 
court to which they can have easy access in their own midst . The same 
consideration applies to those who live in the northern division. Until 1 
came to this Council and heard the debate I admit that I had never heard 
any complaint as regards the situation of the Jorubagan police court. 
Only the other day the Chief Presidency Magistrate and a number of 
Honorary Magistrates—^most of the leading Honorary Magistrates— 
about fifteen in number saw me in connection with some other matter and 
I asked their opinion as to whether it would be more convenient for the 
despatch of business to have only one court or to have the present arrange¬ 
ments continued, t.s., one court for the northern division of the town 
and another for the southern division. They all unanimously and em¬ 
phatically said that it would be more convenient to keep the present 
arrangement. * 

There is another consideration to which the House ought to pay 
considerable attention and that is this. We have at present got two 
courts, one in Bankshall Street in the southern division of the town and 
the other in Jorabagan. The Bankshall Street building is in a dilapi¬ 
dated condition and has been condemned by engineers. So we are consi¬ 
dering what are the best arrangements to be made as regards the 
location of the Southern Division police court. The Bankshall Street 
court we have to give up very soon and I need not remind the members 
of this Council that it is not a very easy matter at the present day to 
find sites for any large building which would be suitable for the location 
of the police courts. We are trying hard to find a suitable site where a 
proper court can be built for the purpose of the southern division. We do 
not wish to scrap the Northern Division court. We bought the building 
there at a considerable expense, I think, running to several lakhs erf 
rupees and it would not be easy to dispose of a building of that character 


very, very expensive and difficult affair, and I think it ought to be left to 
the Government to ascertain which would be the best means for acoommo* 
dialing the criminal courts, which course would be economical and at the 
same time also most convenient to the people. I have no information‘ot 
any available place which will accommodate all the courts. These are 
obvious practical considerations to which the greatest weight ought to be 
attached by the members of this House. Then some complaint has been 
made of irregularity in the conduct of business in Bankshall Street and 
Jorabagan courts. Well, Sir, if there are irregularities of this sort, one 
would have thought that they would be brought to the notice either of the 
High Court or of the Government. So far as I am concerned it has not 
yet been bi^ought to my notice that there was any serious difficulty caused 
by the present arrangements, leading to delay in the disposal of cases. 
Sometimes delay is absolutely inevitable and it is impossible to piovent it. 
Cases have to be adjourned because records and documents-that are 
wanted in a particular case are in use in another trial. This happened 
frequently in the Lall Basar court when there was only one court. That 
is a contingency which cannot be avoided even if we have only one court. 

Then as regards supervision by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, I 
do not know what idea the member who talked of the necessity of greater 
supervision has as to the power of control of the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate over other Presidency Magistrates. All Presidency Magis¬ 
trates of Calcutta have plenary powers. Once cases are made over to 
them, they are in sole charge of them and the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
cannot interfere in any way. He can, how'ever, for good grounds transfer 
a case. But transferring a case means that application has to be made 
to him, notice has to go to the parties, he has to hear the parties and then 
only can transfer be made. Even though the courts be in one place, 
transfers cannot be had then and there. I speak in the presence of many 
lawyers and I am sure they will all admit that this is the law. If the 
idea he that the Chief Presidency Magistrate, so far as the siipervision 
is concerned, should guide the other Magistrates in the trail of cases 
surely the members of this Council will he the last persons to countenance 
any such idea. I submit that there is no substance at all in an argu¬ 
ment like this. Complaint has also been made that the present arrange¬ 
ments have led to a considerable expenditure in the contingent charges. 
As you know, the number of Magistrates had to he increased and neces¬ 
sarily the establishment bad to be increased also. The cost has been 
increasing not only in the police courts but in other courts and Govern¬ 
ment office establishments had to be increased everywhere, and increased 
pay had to be given. That is how the cost has gone up and not because 
there are now two courts instead of one. So far as the repairs of build¬ 
ings are concerned, the cost has increased to a certain extent. Here and 
there a few additional clerks and peons might have been entertained, 
hut that is a small item. The real consideration is that, if you have 



I must again make it clear to this Council that. we are carefully 
considering what we should do with the Bankshall Street building and 
how we are going to replace it. The most important question is of money 
—a question which is always with us. We have at present no money for 
building any new court and it will depend greatly upon what amount of 
money we have as to what sort of arrangements can be made. The 
question of principle inToived is whether it will be more conyenient to the 
public of Calcutta to have one or two courts. On that abstract question, 

I submit that there ought to be no doub^. What practical effect can be 
giyen to that proposition is another matter. 

I ask this House not to pass this resolution. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs In replying to the obserya- 
tions I must start by thanking those of my friends who haye been kind 
enough to support my proposal. I find that including myself 12 members 
of this Council haye taken part in the discussion, of which, leaving myself, 
out of 11 members 9 have given their whole-hearted support to me and 
two gentlemen have opposed this motion. Of the two, one is Rai 
Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and the second is the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Bahim. I should in my reply confine myself to the two members 
who have thought fit to oppose my resolution. 

\ I 

Coming first to the Bai Bahadur, 1 would say that his opposition is 
half-hearted. He has not actually opposed my resolution but all that 
he has said is that he would like to have more facts and figures before 
he Could come to any decision. He has asked that there should be an 
inquiry and so forth. So 1 think I am justified in saying that his Opposi¬ 
tion is half-hearted. 

I think my friend is labouring under a false impression that this 
resolution has been moved by me in compliance with a request made by 
persons, who are interested in this question. Before I proceed I would 
assure him and my other colleagues that I brought forward this resolution 
not from any desire to help the legal profession. It was never suggested 
to me by the members of that profession nor have I been influenced 
in any way by them. It is only fair to them that I should assure this 
House of that. 

' The Bai Bahadur asks if there is any public demand for it. I am 
really surprised at this. Hoes he expect that the public should be 
clamouring against this 'question like tbe Khilalatists or the Non-co- 
operationists ? The public did cry against it when the proposal was first 
mooted ; that was several years ago. On two previous occasions this 
Council heard an echo of that. We come here as representatives of the 
people; we are ventilating the feelings of the people. Are we not 
entitled to stand here and speak on behalf of the public? If, out of 11 
persons who have spoken on my resolution, 9 have been able to support 


consider this. If my friend says that he is not prepared to accept that, 
I find myself in a very unfortanate situation. 

In my speech, to deliver which it took me nearly half an hour, I tried 
to give as many facts as I possibly could collect. I was afraid that 
I might be tedious but even at the risk I tried to place almost all the 
facts before the Council. 

Before I brought this matter here, I elicited certain information from 
the Government by putting a series of questions which undoubtedly must 
have annoyed some of the Government executive officers for which I 
hope to be excused. I collected all these facts and figures, tried to 
analyse them and put them in my speech. What my friend wants 
further h am unable to understand. 

3fy friend says that certain sections of the existing law which stand 
in the way of efficient administration of the police court may be amended 
and the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim bas also referred to this.* I do not 
understand why we should proceed in a roundabout way and not take 
a straightforward course. 

My friend further asks why there should be any increase of pleaders* 
fees, when there is a crowd of lawyers. My friend is rather old and 
he does not know what is going on amongst the youngsters. There 
has, no doubt, been an increase in the number of lawyers both at 
Jorabagan and Banksball Street courts; and it is also a fact, which 
cannot be gainsaid, that the pleaders have also increased their fees. 

My friend suggests the appointment of two Public Prosecutors— 
extremely good of him. We are already sick of the increase in expendi¬ 
ture for providing one. My friend Babu Surendra Nath Mallik referred 
to the grant of a motor-car allowance to the Public Prosecutor in order 
to enable him to run from one court to another. If the Council accepts 
the suggestion of the Rai Bahadur that two ^Public Proseoutdrs will solve 
the difficulty 1 have nothing to say. 

Since I have moved my resolution, a gentleman has placed before 
me a collection of newspapers favourably commenting on my resolution, 
which it is not possible for me to place before this Council. 

Now I come to my friend the Hon*ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. He has 
very little to justify Ms opposition to my motion. He says that if the 
Government be satisfied that it will lead to economy and efficiency then 
he will consider my scheme. I am greatly .obliged to Mm for that, but 
if the trend of the discussion on this motion has not satisfied my friend 
1 do not know what will. My friend wants to be convinced that it is to 
the interest of the public. I again say that here I stand as representative 
of one-sixth of Calcutta. Have I no right to speak on behalf of those 
whom I represent ? If that is not so, why are we here P If we have 
not the right to speak on behalf of the people then I think this Reformed 


are mostly liTiBg in Calcutta and who are associated with the life ^ 
Calcutta have favoured their expression of opinion. If this does not give 
any idea of public feeling I must say that the Reforms Scheme, as the 
people outside this Council think, is perhaps a myth. 

Then, my friend said that most of the Presidency Magistrates and 
lawyers were not satisfied with one court. I think this is not a fact; any 
one who happens to go to the Jorabagan court can ascertain what the truth 
is. The Magistrates who are in the pay of Government dare not say what 
they actually feel, but if you give them the scope to speak out their 
mind freely a different story will be told. If my friend will look inlo 
the file of Mr. Swinhoe, he will find a large number of letters from the 
Honorary Magistrates asking him to be relieved from Jorabagan and 
transferred to Bankshall Street court. 

Then, Sir, my friend says there is a large increase in the number of 
cases. Who has denied that? I have begun my speech hy saying 
that there has been a large increase in the number of canes; perhaps 
he did not listen to me. I said the petty cases have gone up from 70,000 
in 1914 to 83,000 in 1920 and serious cases from 9,300 in 1914 have gone 
down to 7,800 in 1920. I have got these statistics for the last seven 
years from Government. There is thus a decrease in the number of 
serious cases. My proposal is to separate the petty cases and put all 
serious cases in one building. He speaks of the physical congestion 
owing to the large number of cases without taking into consideration 
the proposals I have made. My friend says that it would he very difficult 
if all the officers are put in one court building. It is not clear to me. 
It seems that he has not read my resolution carefully: it speaks of locat¬ 
ing all the courts in one compound, but I have never suggested that 
petty and serious cases should be tried in the same building. My resolu¬ 
tion speaks clearly that serious cases should be brought into one build¬ 
ing and theft petty cases would be tried in a different building though 
in the same compound or close to one another. 

Then, my friend has pointed out to me that in Bombay there are two 
Courts and in Madras three. He certainly knows that Madras is a city 
of long distances. If a man has to go from one portion of the city to 
another he has to travel several miles. Here what is the fact f Bankshall 
Street is midway between the nqrthem and southern parts of the city. 
•If one has to go from Shamhasar he has to go the same distance as a 
man from Dharamtala or Taltala. So the analogy of Madras does not 
hold good. If you waut to take pride in having as many police courts 
as in Bombay and Madras, that is a different thing. 

It has been said that it is necessary to look to the convenience of 
the poor people who are dispersed all over Calcutta. I have never sug¬ 
gested that only the convenience of the hhadraloks who have to go to 
the police court need be considered. What I meant was that we should 



A large nnmber of people wko have to go to the police courts are not 
litigants. In fact, some of us have to leave our work and attend these 
courts as witnesses. What 1 meant hy suggesting to have all these courts 
located in the centre of Calcutta was that most of us had to work either' 
in courts, offices or similar other institutions which are mostly situated 
in or near the Dalhousie Square and' if a man had to attend the police 
court for 10 or 20 minutes he could easily do so by leaving his.court or 
office, as the case might be^ for the time being. But if he has to come 
from a distance, it is not possible for him to do that. What I suggesteid 
was Uiat the northern and the southern courts should be located as before 
in one and the same building or in detached buildings in the same com- 
pound in some central place in Calcutta. My suggestion is that both 
the courts should be located in the same compound as we used to have 
previously at Lall Bazar. 

Then, Sir, my friend. Sir Abd-ur-Bahim has said- 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the member justified in calling a Member of Government as 
"my friend” instead of as “the Hon*ble Member” P 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I think he is in order. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: He has said that the Bank- 
shall Street building is condemned- 

1 admit that, and that is one of the reasons for my coming with this 
proposal. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble 8ft ABO"UR*RAHIMs May 1 ask for a division? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: After it is declared from the Chair that 
the '^Ayes*' have it, I do not think the Hon’ble Member can ask for a 
division. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I think ample.time was give^ 
to ask for a division. But if the Hon'ble Member wants to claim it now, 
I do not mind. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENTE''The time for asking a division is, 1 
think, before the final declaration is made from the Chair. 

Mr. D. G. CH08E : But, Sir, yesterday after you declared with regard 
to a particular resolution that “ the Ayes have it, ” you allowed a division. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED BUHRAWARDYl I am afraid there is 

some misunderstanding. May not a member claim for a division after 
the Deputy-President says “ I think the Ayes have itP** 






MEMBER In OliargEOf LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tlM Hon’SM 
Sir Hanry WhMiar): If I may say 8o» it is perhaps a case of misunder¬ 
standing. My recollection is that there haTe been instances at previous 
meetings when after the Ayes and Noes have been called for, as has been 
done on this occasion, and the President has remarked that the Ayes or 
Noes have it, as the case may be, members have jumped up and asked for 
a division, and it has been allowed; that is my recollection. Therefore, 
all members are possibly not aware that they have got to claim a division 
before the final declaration is made from the Chair. TTp till now there 
may have been some slackness in enforcing the lule that members must 
make their request before your final decision and this point was possibly 
not clearly understood till now. 

The DEPUTY>PRE8IDERTs I think, under the circumstances, 1 
should allow a division. 

A division taken with the following i^esult:— 


AYE8. 


Afisl, Nawabssda K. ■. Xliaii Bahadur. 
AhiMdi Mauivi Ran Uddin. 

Al«y, Mr. t. Mahboab. 

All. Mr. dyad Erfan. 

Arhsmuddifi, Mauivi Rfiandauar. 

Atam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mabamad. 
Barma, Rai Bahib Panehanan. 

Bartan, Mr. H. 

Bhattaaharji, Baku Ham Chandra. 

Bata, Mr. t. M. 

Garay, Mr W. L. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishari Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBmr 
* Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chuadhuri, Sir Athutoah. 

Caohran, Mr. A. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 

Oaa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

Oaa Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

Data, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Quit, Mr. Ajay Chundar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Faroquiy Mr. K. Q. M, 

Parraatar,' Mr. d. Campbtll. 

Qhaaa, Rai Bahadur doRi n dra ohundar. 
Hao, Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Hutaain. Mauivi Mahammad Madaaaur. 
Karim, Mauivi AbduL 


Karim, Mauivi Failal. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raflqua Uddin. 

I Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Muhammad Crahad Ali. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, MunaM. 

MalHk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhana. 

Mukharji, Prafaaaor 8. C. 

Mullick, Babu Nirada Bahary. 

Nakoy, Mina Muhammad Ali. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shtb Shakharaawar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra LaJ. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brejandra Kiahor. 
Ray, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIjoy Preaad Slngli. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath, 
sarkar, Babu dotaah Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Riahindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. HaMan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Shahaad. 


N0E8. 


Ahmad, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

Ahmad, Munthi datar. 
an, Mufiahi Amir. 

Ail, Munahi Ayub. 

•MMrjaa, tha Hon'Ma Sir BvroiidrB Nath. 


Bompaa, Mr. 0. H. 

Chaudhuri, tbo Hon'blo tho Nawab Saiyid 
Navab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Currio, Mr. W. a 
Ooy, Mr. Q. a 

Dtttta. B^u Anaada Aliapaa. 



Qnval, Mr. H. f. 

FrMioli» Mr. f. C. 

OMtft, Mr. t. W. 

Gardwi, Mr. A. D. 

HlfiAMy, Lt<C«l. C. a M. 

Hophynt. Mr. W. t. 

Ktrr, tht Hmi’PM Hr. J. H. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

MaharajagAiraJa BaHadur af BurdMan, 
tht Han*bla. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKaniia. Mr. a F. 

Hitra, Bahadur Maiiandra Chandra. 


Mitttr. tha Ha«*Ma Hr. P. a 
Pahlamn, Hautvl Ha AMid dubhdr. 
RahiMt tha HannMa Mr Ab««r. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Hr. Kriahaa Chandra. 
Rablnaen, HaJai^Qanaral W. H. a 
•taplMnaan* Mr. a L. 
twan, Mr. 4, A. L. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Wat»Mi*Bmylli, Mr. fl. M. 

Whaalar, tha Han'bla Sir Hanry. 
Wtlllama, Mr. C. Addama. 

Wardaararthi Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 58, and the Noes 35, the motion was carried. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: There seems to be some doubt in the 
minds of members as to the proper time to call for a diyision. The 
procedure in putting the question from the Chair is as follows:— 

The Chair reads out the motion to 'the Council and then adds the 
direction—‘‘As many as are of that opinion will say ‘Aye*; those of the 
contrary opinion will say ‘No.’ ” 

The Chair then gives its opinion either way according to the volume 
of voices, thus—“I think the Ayes have it,” or “I think the Noes have 
it.” If a member desires a division he should claim it within a reason¬ 
able time at this point. If no one rises, the Chair declares the dei'ision 
of the Council accordingly and after that no division can be claimed. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: What does the Chair 
consider a reasonable time ? 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: That is a matter in the discretion of the 
Chair. If a member wants a division it should not take him more than 
a few seconds to rise after the Chair has given its opinion as to the sense 
of the House. 


Pensions to Kanungoes. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: “This Council recommends to the 
Government of Bengal that the’posts of Kanungoes he made pension¬ 
able and be absorbed in one or other of the Government services.” 

Those who have actually seen the Kanungoes work in the fields must 
admit that they are the most hardworking servants of the Government. 
They have to undergo all the severities of climate in the open air, in the 
extreme cold of winter, in the scorching rays of the sun in summer, and in 
the rains during the rainy seasons. They are educated men, brought up' 
in a fashion quite unsuited to these conditions of life. Some of them lose 
their health and die an early death. 

Indeed no other educated servants of the Government are so hard- 
worked as these poor Kanungoes. They have to work in the jungles, in 


than this. These Kannngoes are a band of faithful serrants of tha 
OoTenunent, as good as any others. Yet they are to be driven away from 
the benign protection of the Government when they are old to die of 
starvation. This is hardly fair and does not justify the great name of 
Government. 

Of course there is the question of finance. But they are not to be 
pensioned oS now. It may be necessary to do so after 10 years. 

These Eanungoes are paid by the people of the district where the 
settlement operations take place. But some money is always left in the 
hands of the Government from every district at the end of the settlement 
operations. They may be pensioned off out of this fund. And every 
Kanungo is not to be pensioned off. * 

The resolution asks for "absorption of the service in other services. 
Government in their Administration Beport admit that they furnish a 
particularly fair field for the recruitment of sub-deputy collector for circle 
system. However, very few of them have been thus promoted. By 
promotion Government will get a band of experienced ofBcers on the one 
hand, and would induce a better class of people for the post of Kanungoes 
on the other. So all that is demanded is that the ablest of them should be 
promoted to some other Government service and the remaining few, if 
there are many, may be pensioned off. 

I dare say that very few will get pension as very few of them will live 
beyond 26 years’ service if they are to sei've as Kanungoes. So Govern¬ 
ment will not have to spend much money for them. 

So I humbly pray that Government will kindly accept the resolution. 

With these words, I beg to commend this resolution to the acceptance 
of the Council. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTAs The Settlement 
'Kanungoes are a class of very useful public servants. Government 
members know very well, the amount of work these Kanungoes do in the 
mufassal. They have to do the spade work when any settlement opera¬ 
tions have to be carried oiit in any part of the district, and often times 
very responsible and arduous duties are imposed upon them. So it is only 
the barest act of justice that is asked for these hard-working officers in 
this resolution. They have to work as ticca labourers and are liable to 
be.discharged at the end of the settlement operations. I do not think 
it conduces to contentment in them. I think it may not be difficult to 
absorb them into a permanent cadre; if that is done they will have no 
grievance. We know that settlement work lasts for only a few years 
and if may he necessary in the interests of the Treasury or Public finance 
that these officers should be discharged; but considering the valuable 
work these public servants render to the State, it is desirable, if we want 
to recruit such public servants froip among deserving and qualified 
young men to give them some kind of help by absorbing them into a 
MimAAvtATif. Aftdwk oi* iiit/k Athftr GovAmwiATit nffiftAA. Tf iliav 



made permanent, those Kannngoes who have given the best part of their 
lives to Government service should not be thrown overboard in their old 
age, without any prospect of pension or chance of getting into any other 
service; and, as I said at tbe very beginning, it would only be an act of 
the barest justice if Government makes their posts permanent. I do not 
think Government will find it at all difficult, considering the number of 
Eanungoes, to absorb them into a permanent cadre. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I cannot 
understand the spirit of the resolution. When the Government is unable 
to protect the lives of the people from the attack of such serious diseases 
as cholera, malaria, etc., when such important items of work as are most 
essential factors to build a nation are left aside for want of funds, and 
when there is a cry, in and outside the Council, for retrenchment, is it' 
advisable for us^to burden the Government with additional expenses f 
And if we do so, will not our cry for retrenchment be taken as a false one ? 

With these few words, I oppose the resolution. 

The Hon'bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN S It is refreshing no doubt to Government to find that a 
class of people whom they employ should receive sympathy from some 
of the members of the Council. But I do not think that the position 
of ihe Kanungoes has been properly visualised. As regards the health 
of the Kanungoes we are told by one gentleman, the mover of the 
resolution, that they are so hard-worked that they are not expected 
to last 25 years, whereas my friend on my rightr—I hope Mr. Stihrawardy 

will have no objection to my addressing an M. L. C. as “ my friend **_ 

who supported tbe motion, said that he hoped some comforts would 
he given them in their old age. So here we have two conflicting opin¬ 
ions : one party thinking they will die in theifi youth and the other 
advocating comfort for their old age. 

But the point at issue is that the posts of the present settlement 
Kanungoes are only temporary and that is our main objection why we 
cannot give them pension for they may be discharged at any time. 
Recently the settlement programme as it stood before has now been 
reduced to a two-party basis. In consequence, district settlement 
operations are likely to continue till 1933 or it may go on longer; but 
li may also happen that owing to tbe reduction of work it may be neces¬ 
sary to discharge a part of the staff. It was owing to these considera¬ 
tions that Government in 1914 decided to grant an increase of pay to 
the settlement Kanungoes. It was expressly on the ground that their 
services were temporary and non-pensionable that 'this increase was 
justified. There are now five grades of these Kanungoes with salaries 
nsinjg from Rs. 100 to 2TO. JRecently it has been decided to give 


Kanungoes, wbicli, since 1914, has been Bs. 60 rising to Be. 120 by 
quadrennial increments of Bs. 10. 1 beg to mention one other fact. 
In 1911 the Eanungoes with other temporary officers became eligible 
for subscription to the General Provident Fund. In 1920; it was decided 
that it should be made a condition of appointment that the Eanungoes 
should subscribe one and a half annas per rupee of salary to the General 
Provident Fund. Officers already appointed could not, of course, be 
compelled to subscribe, but settlement officers were asked to endeavour 
to persuade them to do so. At the present moment 38 per cent, are 
subscribing. It may l)e urged on behalf of the Eanungoes that the 
Settlement Department makes no contribution towards their Provident 
Fund, and Government merely pay interest at per cent, •which is 
less than what can be got in the market. But what I would like to 
point out is this: that in 1920, it was considered to give some form of 
gratuity or contribution to pensions, but it was decided that Eanungoes 
must in future contribute to the General Provident *»Fund. The only 
reason that has been given so far is that they are a deserving body of 
men. I do not for a moment question that. But we have got to con> 
sider the broader principle, viz.y that we cannot grant pensions to tem¬ 
porary hands and it is on that principle, I think that Government say 
that pensions are not possible. As regards the question of absorbing these 
Eanungoes into other services, there are at the present moment something 
like 300 Eanungoes, therefore, it must be obvious that only a limited 
number can be promoted to the Subordinate Civil Service. Since 1916 
24 have been promoted. It is not easy to absorb them into other ser¬ 
vices without arousing strong objections in those services. 

It is not therefore possible to accept this resolution—firstly, on the 
ground that we cannot depart from the principle of not granting pensions 
to temporary hands, and secondly, we cannot give a promise to absorb 
these Eanungoes in other services in view of the fact that their numerical 
strength makes it impossible to do so. I think the best way in which 
this Council can assist these Eanungoes would be to adhere to a steady 
programme of settlement work for in that way they will be employed 
as long as settlement lasts, and will give them better opportunities of 
coming into permanent service. For these reasons I am unable to 
accept this proposition on beiialf of Government. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDS I have nothing more to add. 

The moton was then put to the vote and declared lost. 

Provinoial Picketing Bill. 

Mr, KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURIS ** This Council 

recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to introduce 
B Provincial Picketing Bill on the of the British Act which recog- 



The word ** picketing ** has within the last few months figured pro¬ 
minently in newspaper reports in connection with boycott of liquor shops 
and the peaceful persuasion practised by yolunteers in their campaign 
against sale and purchase of foreign clothes. It has also been a part 
of the actiyities of strikers who struck work during the last strike-epide¬ 
mic and strongly opposed employment of **recrmts and strike-breakers’’ 
nicknamed “blacklegs.” “Picketing” has, howeyer, come into greater 
prominence duiing the present Tramways strike which has led to 
incidents which we all deplore and which 1 am glad are now oyer. I am 
not concerned with political picketing at all. liy object in bringing this 
motion before you is, firstly, to place certain facts before you and the 
Goyemm^nt regarding the position of the strikers in this country as 
compared with other countries, and to indicate to you and the Ooyernment 
what protection should be giyen to our workmen who haye withdrawn 
from work with grievances not listened to by their employers. ,In fact 
every one of us do want to see a fair and square fight between the masters 
and the men when disputes are inevitable. After all, attempts in great 
industrial and democratic countries to do away with strikes and lock-outs 
have failed miserably. Great men have denounced strikes and lock-outs 
as anti-social and barbarous, and the mass mind teaches that they bear 
an ethical relationship to those non-logical and non-analytical modes of 
thought and action that have brought the community to its present stage 
of disorder. The soul-destroying monotony of the workshop, the absence 
of op|X)rtui)ity for development and the exendse of merely the mechanical 
attributes by the manual workers must lead to intermittent stoppage 
of work and occasional strikes. In fact the uso of the strike-weapon 
emanates from a deep-seated emotion of the human heart and is in keep¬ 
ing with those tribal instincts which in the past have been the only 
guarantee of human progress and high endeavours. 

An 3 rway we cannot do away with strikes by legislation or force of 
public opinion but it is the duty of the State to see that the fight 
between Capital and liabour, as I have said before, is fair and square 
and each side is provided, as far as the State can help, with weapons and 
tools to make it a real tug-of-wnr and not a one-sided farce. I maintain 
Sir, that the masters in this country—^both Indians and Indo-British—are 
not only well fortified because they possess Capital but they have much 
stronger weapons in their armoury than their workmen can even dream 
of having. One of their destructive weapons against strikers is an 
abundant supply of ordinary labour and their free employment to break 
strikes as we have seen in dozens of recent strikes. The employers of 
India have unions of their own stronger than any Masters’ Unions, I am 
advised, anywhere in Europe. Their Chambers of Commerce with all the 
sister Associations attached to it are federations of capital which are indeed 
a menace to the economic improvement of the Indian labouring classes. 
Their colossal wealth is not merely an outcome of enterprise and 



Trade Unions impose on the employers an atmosphere of dictatorship 
not only commercial and industrial W political as well. They can set 
several sections of the Indian Penal Code in motion to penalise the 
strikers if they so desire. They can enforce almost all the laws I'elatinj? 
to crimes against persons, properties, and public peace if the strikers are 
agitators and rowdy and are not easily subdued or they can give the 
h-vkumf as was done in case of a strike in Kanigunge, that so and so 
budntfuheg, who caused the strike, must not be found employed any¬ 
where in the district. Above all they can almost dictate to the State 
with their present strong combination what should be done and what 
should not be done during a strike and what armed force should be 
detailed during a strike. 

I have not in the least overdrawn the picture and members are request¬ 
ed to ask me for actual facts in support of my statements, facts which I 
have gathered by personal investigation. Can any of you deny the fact 
that the Employers’ Trade Unions, specially in Bengal, are comparatively 
as strong as a howitsser against a toy-pistol—I mean the new Trade 
Unions in Bengal? Talking of Bengal the number of Workers* UnioiiH, 
which technically go by the name of Trade Unions are now considerable 
but their strength so far as money and brain are concerned is indeed 
very insignificant compared with the icolossal funds and strong leadership 
which characterise the dreadnought strength of the British, American 
and Colonial Trade Unions. It is true that our Workmen’s Unions 
derive material assistance from outside volunteers and philanthropists, 
who help them as leaders and guides and keep up their agitation; hut I am 
afraid this outside assistance has every chance of being eliminated as 
soon as the ground on which the unions stand is made a little finner 
both by public opinion and legislation. The funds of these unions are 
not at aU safe without special legislation and liable to pay damages to 
any employer who cares to prove to the satisfaction of a court that he 
has suffered loss through the action of any agent or official of a Trade 
Union. Withdrawal of labour, viz., strike, which involves a breach of 
contract of service and persons prompting or inducing the men to strike 
are according to the Civil Procedure Code not only liable to be legally 
restrained but also liable to pay damages. In fact the engine of law was 
put in motion in Madras a few months ago against Mr. Wadia, Editor 
of Nev India and President of the Madras Labour Union. He was 
prosecuted and civil injunction was issued against him restraining hixd 
from Trade Union activities at the instance of the Directors of the 
Buckingham Mills. The judge held that his action was wrongful and 
his activities were actuated by malice. The Government of India, how¬ 
ever, on the motion of Mr. Joshi in the Legislative Assembly, has decided 
to introduce early legislation to protect the fxmds of unions and to 
encourage registration of unions. In my humble opinion mere regis- 


The Council here adjourned for 15 minutes. 

The Council re-asseiubled at 6^0 p.h. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURIS ** The Gorem- 
ment of India feel/’ I quote the circular of the labour department, 
** that it would be most undesirable in the present stage of the labour 
movement in India to countenance picketing in any form.” I fancy 
thin nervousness on the part of Government is due to the present political 
unrest which is undoubtedly very grave. I am, however, inclined to 
think that the unrest is a passing phase of the world unrest and let 
us hope that it will nut be long before peace is restored. Tbe fury and 
ez<dtement of oui* working classes due mainly to the activities of the 
politico*religious agitators should, on no account, be considered as an 
excuse for withholding legislation to protect the rights of our workmen 
to resort to non-violent picketing during a strike. I have already 
mentioned tlmt activity or agitation on the pari of a striker is, as the 
present penal laws stand, punishable by fine and imprisonment. The 
Workmen’s Breach of Contract Act makes it criminal to break a civil 
contract and hundreds of workmen have been fined and imprisoned 
for refusing or failing to continue service. 

Picketing or peaceful persuasion practised by strikers is recognised 
and legalised in all civilized countries and especially in England by the 
Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Act, 1906, but is, according to the 
Indian Penal Code, not lawful if there is any vestige of intimidation. 
Sec'tion 2 of the British Act of 1906 says— 

It ^all be lawful for one or more persons acting on their own behalf or on behalf 
of a Trade Union or of an individual employer or firm in contemplation 
or fur^erance of a trade dispute to attend at or near a bouse or place where a 
person resides or works or carries on business or happens to be, if they so attend 
merely for purpose of peacefully obtaining or communicating information or of 
peaceful^ persuading any person to work or abstain from working. 

John Walton, the Attorney-General in the Campbell-Bannerman 
Liberal Ministry, introduced Trade Unions and the Trade Disputes Bill 
in 1906. He said in Parliament— 

I propose to say a few words on peaceful picketing which I prefer to call the 
right of peaceful persuasion. What is ihe right of peaceful persuasion P It is an 
essential part of the right to strike. How is it possible to strike nnless you can 
persnade your fellows to join yonP How is it possible successfally to conduct a 
strike unless yon may persuade men who are introduced from a distance to interfere 
between the strikers and their employer P Tbe right to persuade those who would 
naturally join and swell your ranks and the right to dissuade those who are brou^t 
in with a view to prevent the success of a strike is absolutely essential for the effeo* 
tive conduct of an operation of that kind. The law at present is in a condition 
that, 1 think, I may fairly describe as impracticable if not absurd. How does it 
stand P It is held to be perfectly lawful to point out to the men what are the points 
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Sir, my point Ib that even peaceful persuasion in its strict legal 
sense is not lawful in this country, e.p., a striker says to a recruit, 
employed or about to be employed in his place, that he should not or 
must not join service and if he does, he will be socially boycotted. The 
master can have the man prosecuted for “ intimidation although a 
mere threat of social boycott is, as we understand in this country, non* 
violent persuasion. Take another case. A striker may inform a 
recruit that the master is a bad paymaster and very zuberdwt. He is 
liable to prosecution for criminal libel although his statement may be 
perfectly true. Yet the Government of India says, that it will not 
countenance picketing in any form. What is declared lawful in England 
is virtually unlawful in this country, that is, if employees care to set 
the law in motion. I maintain, Sir, there should be a distinct statute 
regarding Trade Disputes with clear provisions about picketing. So 
that strikers will know exactly where they stand and naturally refrain 
from acts of violence and extreme intimidation which have been to a 
certain extent practised during one or two recent strikes. A statute 
or a provision of this kind will create a moral effect on the mind of 
employers who will think twice before advertising for and admitting 
wholesale recruits as substitutes for strikers. In my humble opinion 
a statute of this kind will Have d^telTent effect both on the strikers, 
and the strike-breakers and the employers, and the public which has a 
very vague idea of picketing will also realise how far picketing can go and 
will naturally either co-operate with strikers or non-co-operate if vio¬ 
lence is committed. Sir, I wish ** labour ** was purely a provincial 
subject as it should be and sooner or later, I think, the Deforms Act will 
have to be so modified as to make it a provincial subject. Simla or 
Delhi can hardly be expected to enter into the spirit of the industrial 
conditions of Bengal and neither is it safe to leave the discilssion of a 
point arising out of industrial disputes to the Imperial Councillors whose 
knowledge of labour matters in Bengal is not only limited but whose 
chances of acquiring first-hand and reliable infonnation is indeed very 
limited, ^ir, I take the liberty of quoting an Hon’ble Member of the 
Assembly— Yhun Bahadur Zahidudin Ahmed of Bengal—who opposed 
Hr. Joshi’s very modest resolution on Trade Unions in India -said— 

This resolution, if accepted by the House, will mean that tiie Government is 
going to take the responsibility of organising strikes against Capitdists. In our 
place there are no Trade Unions but attempts are always being made by agitators 
to come among the men and create trouble. 

Mr. Joshi’s resolution was— 

Thia Assembly recommends to the Oovemor-General in Counril that he should 
take steps to introduce at an early date in ^e Indian Legislature stt<di legulation 
MM iMAv TiAMMAArv for th* veffistration of Trade TTniona and #%< 


The Government accepted the resolution slightly amended, vis.— 

This Assembly recommends to the Governor^^eneral in Oonitdl that be should 
take steps to introduce as soon as practicable in the Indian Legislatnre such l^isla> 
tion as may be necessary for the registration of Trade Unions and for the protection 
of Trade Unions. 

Admitting that nobody will find fault with peaceful persuasion, the 
question is—^What is peaceful persuasion and how far can it be tolerated P 

It is no use taking the British model as definition of picketing as 
social conditions are very different out here. In England most of the 
workmen are self-respecting and keenly appreciate the value of trade 
oomhinations and will not easily accept jobs in place of strikers. A 
British workman knows that it is morally wrong to be a black leg and 
a strike breaker and will naturally think seriously before he jumps 
into any bargain. Out in India where there is plentiful supply of ordi¬ 
nary workmen who desert the plough for the glamour of the city or 
its suburbs, no matter whether wages are at all attractive. Out in 
Bengal we have thousands of up-country workmen who are not friendly 
to the Bengali workmen and vice vend. In case of a strike the feeling 
of unfriendliness will lead one to take the place of the other and 
companies take advantage of this and substitute Bengalis for up-country¬ 
men and vice vend. I say that the social conditions are entirely different 
out here. Peaceful persuasion requires more clear definition. I would 
include social boycott, such as, stoppage of barbers, stoppage of supply 
of foodstuffs by shopkeepers, as peaceful persuasion. Sir, this weapon 
o^ social and religious ostracism what we call in Bengali hooka pani hund 
or stoppage of hooka and water and ok ffhorey, viz., cornering a man and 
cutting all social connections is indeed effective and non-violent. I 
plead, Sir, that it is the genius of our race to adopt this extreme measure 
against and inflict this penalty on a bad man or an evil-doer. Sir, in 
my opinion there cannot be any worse moral offence than any attempt 
to snatch the bread of his comrade specially when the latter is engaged 
in fighting not for himself but for the whole community of his class. 
Indian public opinion is always on the side of honest strikers and should 
stand firm for protection of wage earners and elevation of the economic 
position of the helpless, thoughtless and friendless Sraviajibee Sampre^ 
adaya, viz., the working classes of Bengal. 

In conclusion, I maintain that unless you confer a special right of 
this description to our workmen who have neither funds nor brains nor 
true friends, all strikes in favour will be, as soon as tbe present political 
unrest dies out, unsuccessful and subdued by starvation. Wages will 
not rise, standard of living will remain abnormally low, workmen will 
remain inefficient and eventually revolt against social and economic 


Mr« Rt Ma WAT80N«8MYTH 8 After the somewhat gruesome picture 
which the hou’hle member has drawn of me and of my colleagues from 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, describing us as the great 
dreadnought Jaggernaths of capitals rolling over and crushing out the 
life of the poor workers, I am rather diffident even to rise before this 
Council to give my side of the story and I can only assure hon’ble 
members that we are not nearly as black as the hon'ble mover has painted 
us. 

I think that it is incumbent on all to recognise courage when they 
see it, but courage that is tempered with discretion is in all cases prefer¬ 
able to courage by itself. I do not think that any one will doubt the 
courage of the hon’ble mover in moving a resolution to legalise picketing 
just now, but his discretion igopen to doubt. Picketing after the recent 
occurrences, and I use again the expression of Mr. Gandhi, stinks in the 
nostrils of law*ahiding and peaceful citizens, and yet this is the time 
selected by the hon’ble mover for asking this Oouncil to recommend that 
picketing shall he made legal. We have heard a great deal from the 
lon’ble mover about the English law of picketing, bnt may I suggest that 
you look at the English law a for moment through my spectacles ? As you 
all know, the question of picketing was dealt with by the Trades ^Dispute 
Act of 1906 and although I haVe here a note of the exact clause, it has 
already been read to you by the hon’ble mover and so I will not repeat 
it. It has been recognised in England, for many years now, that this 
clause is most difficult either to construe or to observe. Persuasion covers 
a multitude of methods and the dividing line between persuasion and 
intimidation is extremely thin. Even in England, after all these years, 
there is a considerable amount of doubt as to what a picket may do under 
this clause and what he may not do. Picketing as is usually understood 
can he effected by various methods and I do not think that thbre is any 
doubt that now-a-days it is understood that picketing would he ineffectual 
unless accompanied either by intimidation or restraint. Actual violence 
of course is not necessary to establish restraint or intimidation. I feel 
quite confident in saying that had this clause in the English Trades Dis- 
pu^ Act not been inserted in 1906 it would not be inserted now. It 
must be remembered that before 1906 a certain well-known legal deci¬ 
sion was given which seriously affected' the financial position of certain 
trade unions and which aroused a considerable amount of sympathy even 
amongst those who by circumstances were not inclined to sympathise 
with those unions. A Liberal Government was in power and was anx¬ 
ious to bind the labour party close to them. The swing of the pendu¬ 
lum was taken advantage of to a full eittent by the labour party and 
the Trades Dispute Act was passed in a form in which I feel confident 
it would never have been passed at any other period. In England 
picketing has proved a very great difficulty and it is never effective 


it both with the police and, if necessary, with the armed forces of the 
Crown. The general public at home haye a great sense of right and 
wrong, and though they are prepared to allow a man to strike if he 
wants to, they are equally determined that he shall haye the right 
to work, if he wishes to work. Two yery good instances haye occurred 
during the last two years. In the railway strike of 1919, picketing was 
quite peaceful, except perhaps in the case of one or two large cities, and 
the whole strike was carried out with absolute order. The result was 
that, from the strikers’ point of yiew, pickets were entirely ineffectual; 
they were most unpopular with the general public who demanded that if 
any railwayman wanted to work he must be allowed to work. The result 
was that^ owing to public opinion, pickets yanished and after the second 
, day of the strike there was scarcely any eyidence of picketing at all. 
The coal strike, howeyer, was entirely different. It was carried out with 
grave disorder and the pickets consisted chiefly of large bodies of men 
armed with sticks and other weapons whose intention was not only to 
intimidate but drive out by force those who had gone back to work. It 
must he remembered that it was* chiefly directed against those men who. 
manned pumps and they were successful to a great extent in driving 
them out, with the result that many mines were ruined. These pickets 
although to start with they were effectual in an illegal way, became 
ineffectual because they were dealt with by the Government as breaches 
of the law. 

Now the hon’ble mover wishes to transfer this unfortunate law to 
India. Jf it can be truly said that peaceful picketing in England is 
ineffectual, I do not think that any one, unless blinded by prejudice, 
will deny that peaceful picketing in India is an impossibility. The 
Indian of the working class, as a good many of us know from experience, 
has taken* very kindly to picketing but he has only one method of doing 
it. It is no use talking to him about persuasion and soul-force. His 
only idea of soul-force is what "Mr. Sarkar of the Bar Library wittily 
described the other day as a thing about three feet long and studded with 
brass nails. Then, again, if this law is transferred to India, employers 
also will have the right of picketing. That has never been done so 
far out here hut they have the right under the English Act and no doubt 
would use it here as far as the Act allowed them. This is what would 
follow. In the case of a trade dispute the willing workers would be 
picketed by the strikers and the strike pickets would be picketed by 
the employers. Can anything shape for a better row than that ? What 
is the use of talking about peaceful picketing P You might just as well 
shut up two Kilkenny cats together in a room and tell them to lie quietly 
before the fire. No, Sir, picketing is a thing that should be discouraged 
and not legalised. It is a system that has had a fair trial and has 
proved either ineffectual or disastrous. Picketing in In£a is not confined 
as we all well know to trade disputes, nor, I suppose, will it ever be 



should it not trespass into the field of elections P How will members 
of this Council like it if picketing is encouraged P How will they like to 
fight for an election with themselves and their supporters carefully 
picketed by the other sideP 'And why stop at the elections, why not 
carry it right into this Council itself? And here, I admit that we 
Kuropeans might gain something to our advantage in that. We, officials 
and nonofficials, are in a hopeless minority in this Council when it 
comes to voting, but if peaceful picketing were allowed, perhaps some 
of the gentlemen of this Council would find it rather difficult to get to 
their seats in time to register their votes if they had to pasvs a peaceful 
picket, which peacefully but finuly opposed the entrance of this Council 
of anybody who disagreed with their views. • 

But seriously, Sir, I say^gain that picketing should be discouraged 
and not legalised. Picketing is nothing more or less than tyranny. It 
is the attempt of certain men who think one way to coerce all who differ 
with them and force them to do what they do not want to do. It leads 
to nothing but riot and disorder and surely we have had enough of 
.that. This is a democratic age and can you imagine anything more 
undemocratic than picketing? Democracy preaches self-determination 
and the right of every man to think for himself and to do as he likes 
within the limit that the law allows* If a man wishes to strike, I and 
my colleagues all admit that he has the right to do so, but if a man 
wishes t(gwork, I maintain that no one should have the right to attempt 
to interfere with him. 

Of course, as the hou’ble mover has said, legislation of this kind must 
be Imperial and not I’rovincial, and I have no real anxiety as to whether 
this will be undertaken or not by the Imperial Government. At the 
same time I trust that this resolution will not he passed by this Council. 
In fact, I hope that the hon'ble mover will not oven go so far as to push 
it to a division. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I rise to oppose the resolution which has been 
moved by the hon’ble member who has been nominated by Oovemment 
to represent the interests of Labour in this Council. He will forgive me, 
I trust, if I venture to characterise his resolution 's an audacious propo¬ 
sal. And the reason why I so characterise it is because he, with a fine dis¬ 
regard of the circumstances under which many of tlie strikes arc taking 
place and the methods by which they are continued, has actually come 
before this Council to ask for legislation so that picketing on the part of a 
striker may be made lawful. The ground upon which he urges us to 
accept his proposal is that there is in existence an English Act which has 
made picketing lawful on the part of a striker and, therefore, ip9o factor 
there must be an Indian Act upon similar lines. His argument, therefore, 
reduces itself to this that because a particular legislation or policy is 
expedient and vital in certain definite circumstances in England, there- 



of this resolution if he has seriously considered the dire consequences 
which might result from Cur acceptance of his doctrine. Are we to 
ignore altogether facte, circumstances, conditions and all the other 
important, factors nieesfery in, the consideration of a subject and only 
apply by what has been described as ** mere untempered and cast-iron 
logic,** conclusions that haye been found suitable elsewhere P If such 
be the- object and intention of the hon'ble mover of the resolution, as 
I am afraid it is, thei^the only answer we can and ought to give is to 
say that we repudiate his doctrine. 

Sir, I am surprised that the hon*ble member, the mover of the 
resolution, should ask us to blindly copy English legislation. Let the 
Council consider for a moment the recent strike of some of the employees 
of the Calcutta Tramways Company. What was the issue in that 
strike? The issue, so far as T could gather, was that the Tramways 
Company'were not entitled to dismiss or otherwise punish their employers 
even when there was evidence which satisfied the Company that they 
were dishonest. .That was the issue, that was the cause of quarrel 
between the Company and the strikers. Now I ask the hon’ble membe 
the mover of the resolution, if it is his desire and intention to aid, asnist 
and support strikes of this kind based upon the flimsiest and most absurd 
grounds by securing legislation which will enable strikers to resort to 
picketing with impunity? Does he realise that strikes of this nature, 
if they aro encouraged and supported by the legislature, will seoii reduce 
the existing social order in this country iuto a slate of utter confusion 
and chaos? Is the bon’ble member unaware of the amazing disclosures 
by some of the strikers in the Assam-Bengal Railway strike? Are not 
those disclosures, supported by documentary'^ evidence which has neither 
been contested or disproved, a great eye-opener for all? And is he 
prepared' after all those disclosures, with full knowledge of hideous 
fads, to recommend to us that we should pass legislation which would 
have the inevitable effect of enormously strengthening the hands of 
mischief makers and revolution mongers? Sir, T am somewhat ainused 
at the terras of this resolution. The hon*ble mover has asked ug to 
legalise what he is pleased to describe as ** non-violent picketing.” 
Well, to speak of non-voilence in connection with the picketing by a 
striker is to use the words of His Excellency the Governor ” a pitiful 
travesty of language.** We have had so many instances lately of what 
is called non-violent picketing, that it is quite unnecessary for me to 
bring home to this Council, the truth of what His Excellency has said. 

Sir, the time may come when Labour in ibis country may be so 
organised and so controlled by wisdom and commonsense that a propo¬ 
sition of this kind may be considered—I will say nothing . about its 
practicability even then. But that prospect is remote and ibe present 
time, I venture to think, is most inopportune for broaching this question. 


of coercion and disorder. That is the danger which looms before ns 
in the eyent of the adoption of this resolution and I deyoutly hope the 

Council will set its face against this proposal. 

# 

Dri HAMAN SUHRAWARDYs 1 have every sympathy with the 
working classes and will most gladly support recommendations to 
improve their social and economic condition and to develop. labour 
unions in right direction. 

I had the pleasure of being associated at work on the Industrial 
Unrest Committee with Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri." and have 
much regard for the hon’ble member representing liabour. But 1 am 
afraid, 1 have to oppose this resolution because 1 atn satisfied, it will not 
advance the cause of the woi^ing classes. « 

I come daily in intimate touch with large number of workmen and I 
have not only acquired some knowledge of their physical disabilities 
but also have had opportunities of watching their mental and intellec¬ 
tual condition. In my opinion neither the unions nor the labouring 
Classes in India have at present advanced far enough to put on the lines 
of their British prototypes. The foreign plant requires careful accli¬ 
matising in its new surroundings and altered conditions of life. If we 
try to rush matters, it will either wither and fade away entirely or cer¬ 
tainly result in a stunted growth. 

The hon*ble mover oi the resolution will agree with me that in the 
British Isles the conditions are different to what obtains in India. The 
Labour member in England is elected by a Labour constituency, but our 
members in this country are nominated by Government and one of them 
at least is not strictly a “ working man.** This altered condition has 
been thought expedient on account of the different conditions bf the two 
constituencies. It is thought that a large majority of them in India 
will not use the franchise in the best possible manner. Therefore, 
picketing, which might have been successfully used as a non-violent 
weapon by the labourers of European countries, will not be an unmixed 
good in this country. The broken legs, cracked skulls, black eyes and 
swollen faces that have been treated early this year in the hosp'itals 
under me at Liilooah and Bamangachi and elsewhere are proof positive 
of the violence that is invariably resorted to by our uneducated 
labourers. 

' Indeed, Sir, violence to them is the only effective weapon of convic¬ 
tion. Intimidation their strongest argument. 

During the beginning of the recent tramway deadlock we heard 
much of the non-vicdent nature of the strike; but like all other strikes 
there has been violence and intimidation.. La%hi blows, and hurlintr 



. ** strike ** the Indian workmen translate in tkeir TemftoolaT as 
meaning to Tnaro (beat) and strike without the priyilege of hB|tiBg those 
that do not agree with them is an absurdity in their mindkV 

The so-called Labour leaders have so far been led by Labour and do 
not lead them. The vit a tergo is too-sirong 'for them,^ and %be back 
pressure of their so-called followers pusly^s them into any alley which 
line of least resistance chooses. I have not yet come across the LfliboUr 
leader at whose word of command they will stay their hands when they 
are out for an affray or mar^it. To mislead is easy, but to lead them is 
a very difficult work. A child can put a match to a gimpowder megaainei 
but to stop the effects of the inevitable explosion is a different matter. 

The Qon-yiolent doctrine of satyagraha preached by so greats a 
personality as hfabattna Gandbi fell absolutely ^t; on the ignorant 
masses; and their inordinate violence was condemned in no mild terms 
by ^<**Mahutn)a himself. The propaganda of non>violent non-co-ppera- 
tion comi’ig''eyen after the lesaou taught by the mtyagraha movement 
has unfortunately assumed a most \iolent form of interference with 
Peoples’s right of free thinking and liberty of dress. The Habatma i 
now as a penance Ipeping fasts and shedding tears and praying for his 
sinning followers. When passive resistance preached by a great leader 
with the halo of religious sanctity round him« can degenerate into a most 
active form of meddlesome violence, does the Labour member think that 
he or any Tjabour leader, he knows of, will perfoim the miracle that the 
Mahatma himself has failed to demonstrate? ^ 

The hon’ble member is a sound practical man and I am sure he will 
agree with me that the proposal at present premature end can wait 
a little longer and this resolution should be withdrawn. 

While Khilafet volunteers arc declared illegal, can Ijabonr volunteers 
be legalisbd by Government? 

The mover has said that the Trade Unions in India are on a better 
standing to-day than those of England. The Government member ie in 
possession of facts and bo will say what their relative position is. 

At the present moment a memorandum from the Government of 
India, D^artment of Industries, regarding the subject of registratiotf 
and protection of Tradb Unions is engaging the attention of local Governi 
ments and Administrations and the Board of Industries for Bengal, oh 
which I have the privilege of serving, is now considering this and in this 
memorandum there are extracts from the Trades Union Act of 1871, 
Brotectiou of Property Act of IStb, and Trades Dispute Act of 1896. 
These disclose that picketing, ws ^ar as India is concerned, is under 
present conditions undesirable as it invariably leads to violepce. I there* 
fore oppose this resolution. 

Bhbu HEM CHANDRA BHATTAOHARdI addressed the OonncQ in 



. J||R,W.IUTllAVKMl I rise to oppose the resolution. Many of the 
whiqh I intended to use have nlreadjr been employed—far 
ttan lies ta my narrow compass—by the prcyious speakers. Bui 
there are mie Of two arguments on which I deelre to lay some stress. 
First all,* if this resolution is carried into law, it 

'wdttld mean the loss of individual personal liberty. , At present 
4 i this oountQT.the individual working man bns the ri^ht to 
sell his services where and to whom he pleases. Tjegislation has 
tfjcen away from the working man at home all that right 
and gutny thinking men among the Labour leaders are not at all certain 
tiiat they have gained any advantage therefrom. This year I have been 
aiAome and 1 have had the opportunity of observing the situation dtiring 
themiiung strflces and have seen some of the so-called peaceful picketing. 
JThe mmert’ peaceful picketing consists either of a large lump of coal 
or a big lump of granite, which he uses invariably upon anybody who 
wishee xo work at the mines which the TTnion has closed down. For 
Sl^-yuara } have been a planter in noitbern Bengal and for the past 11 
^Jjears 1 have resided upon one estate and I can say honestly and with all 
sincerity that f|^ my point of view, and it is the point of view of every 
person living ilrthe Duars, that the relations between ourselvds and our 
emjiloyees are of regard and afFection,. We do everything that we can— 
much more than we should do from a purely business point of view— 
to improve their welfare. From a more general point of view also the 
tea industry does its beht for its employees and now that the tea industry 
is improving it is giving coolies more opportunities for earning money. 
There will cornu shortly before the Council a Bill for the constitution 
of a Board of Health to which tea-gardens, will contribute in order to 
improve the sanitation and health of their people. All this is being 
done without unini)# and without picketing; but should there come, 
which God forbid, trade unions and picketing among tea-garden labour, 
I say, the coolie will be far worse off than he is at present and hard 
business will then contrtA the relationship between tea-garden employers 
and employees, Th|gefore. I beg, with all the emphasis at my command, 
hnplore the membeiv of this House to refuse this resolution. 

Mfi SYED ERFAN ALIS I have the pleasure to support the resolu¬ 
tion moved by my friezkd, Kr. Krishna Chandra Bay Chaudhuri.' I think 
Hr. Chaudhuri has made it perfectly clear that the position of the, 
> membra of Trade TTnioifs and of strikers in the eyes of the law is 
\|ndeed very unsatisfactory.'' As the President of the Tramway Employees 
'tWon, I ^ve realised t^t it is terribly risky for any set of workers to 
even if they have real grievances. So far out of the poor wages 
.receive, the members ajh^jade TTnions are unab le to^subsorftMi to 
for strike pay. Ju^e'with my frienM|lfo6b|cUdk^/wko 
irieaoe of strikes not only in eoimtqRB^also«iw 



woricera in tliis country arc helpless, friendless and fundless just .as the 
raiyats in this country. The Government have thought fit to pass such 
beneficial Acts as the Co-operative Credit Societies’ Act for the protec¬ 
tion of the raiyats against the money-lenders and it is equally incumbent 
on the part of the Government to protect the workers who are exploited 
by capitalists just as much as the raiyats by the makajant. It is 
therefore necessary that there should be legislation on Trade Unions 
and Trade Disputes on the lines suggested by Mr. loshi in the Tjegis- 
lative Assembly and Mr. Chaudhuri to-day. The British Parliament, 
ever since the advent of the Labour party, has repealed the several 
penal laws passed with connivance of the capitalists to penalise British 
workmen and it has enacted several protective laws for the preservation 
of Trade Unions and Associations. I therefore appeal to^Govemment 
and the members of this Council to consider this question from the 
T/abour point of view. I strongly support this resolution. In reply 
to my friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, I only ask him to learn the grievances 
of the tramway employees. I am not going to deal with this subject * 
juht now, but my friend will know tbem later on when he will read 
grievances of the tramway people. ^ 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: This is the first time that'^i^ 
hon’hle member of this House has thought fit to introduce an English' 
law into Bengal, and it is most unfortunate that, of all the laws, he has 
chosen one which proposes to give a license to goondaism. in Bengal 
My friend, the mover, has defined picketing as a sort of non-violent 
persuasion. Picketing pre-supposes non-violent persuasion.* The 
■word ** persuasion ” pre-supposes an active part on the part of the man 
who persuades. The resulf of non-violent and inactive persuasion has 
already been felt throughput the whole of India and I am sure that every ' 
one ia sorry for it. Whoever will support this resolution will have after¬ 
wards to express sorrow if this motion be carried at all. I am a resident 
of Howrah and had the honour of presiding at a meeting of strikers at 
Howrah, consisting of about 5,000 men, and told them not to interfere 
with those who go to work against their wishes and not even to apeak 
them who have not joined the strike, hut to live quietly and to let then 
employers do what they liked. After the meeting was over some of thVs 
leaders of the strikers approached me and said— Bahu Saheh^ hamlok 
k'ich nai holega, lahen jp koi kamme jaiga oska pau tor daga, Thnt 
wan their idea of non-violence, and in fact the very next day some , 
lorries were reported to have been looted of their contents in front of- 
the Magistrate’s honse. That strike, however, has come to an end noW' 
and I mentioned this incident as a specific exam^e of non-violent periral^ 
sion. ^ ** 

Then my hon’ble friend talked of ike Werkingman’s Act as special 



8|>plieR only to cases in whicb certain persons taking: some advance frM 
the employers, enter into an ag^reement with them to do certain work 
within a certain period at a certain rate. If he breaks that afpreement, 
he is liable to pnniahment or in the alternative he is liable to do the work 
accordinfp to the terms of the agrreement. Therefore, tnat ari^ument d4>es 
not apply to the present case. 

Then, ray friend has said that the funds and the brain of the 
Chamber of Commerce are .very ?reat, but unfortunately both the funds 
and the brain of the Trade Unions are very small. He ^rther argued 
that time may come when either by legislation or by strong public 
opinion the sources of income may be stopped. 

The qu^tion of legislation does not arise as there is no such propo¬ 
sal. If my friend thought that the public opinion may be so strong 
in time that the sources of income may be stopped, in that case ti c 
best course would be for my friend to withdraw this motion. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: Kay I rise, to 
^plain that the funds are not 8ubscril)ed by the public, but by the mem¬ 
bers of the Unions ? 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE; Then my friend, Kr. Chau- 
dhuri, has said that by peaceful persuasion he meant social punishment 
which the strikers may resort to if others go to work against their 
wishes. He has also argued that, now when the employees of Bengal 
go on strike other employees from the United Provinces or other parts 
come forward to take their places, and that this legislation is necessary 
to stop that sort of thing by legalising the picketing by the strike'%9. 
That argument goes against the theory that social punishment will he 
used as peaceful persuasion, because the strikers in Bengal cannot use it 
against the workers from the United Provinces or other parts of the 
country. I, therefore, earnestly hope that my friend, in order to save 
the heads of those who live amongst tlie coolie population, will withdraw 
his resolution. 


BabuBURENORA NATH MALLIKS I congratulate the labour 
member for the courage of his conviction and the anxiety for the 
labouring classes that he has shown in bringing this resolution before 
the House, being himself a nominated member. I do not know whether 
ha will be nominated again after this. But I must confess that I must 
give my verdict absolutely against the propriety of his bringing the 
l^aeent proposal in these troublesome times. He is, I am afraid,*reck- 
lesaly trespassing on dan^rous ground. The name of picketing itself 
should have acted as a red flag to him to show that he ought not to 
moceed in that directSlih particularly in these days. I am quite sure 
that he is very sincere in his anxiety for the class whom he i^resents 







my good friand, 1&..D. <X OhoMi haa giyan him too much coa6oid. 
But I think that aftOT the opportunity he ias had of listening to the./ 
speeohea of these gentlemen who are primarily concerned with the Tjabtiu^' 
question, I haye not the slightest doubt that he will find his way tq 
withdrawing the proposal. I would like to point out a few things whioh^-- 
I hope, will not be repetition of anything already said—and these things 
he should have considered before bringing this resolution before this 
House. The first is the gross ignorance of the labouring classes and'|neiT 
inability to form correct judgment in many cases. India is not ^^land 
where all the labourers are educated. This is not a place you 

can bring down every idea and try to engraft them in the miij&'of your 
countrymen. First educate your labourers and. then tell tg;^ to com¬ 
bine and put down these capitalists in no time. The lab^i^ng classes 
have my earnest sympathy. I feel for the'man who gom^own. 400 or 
4,000 feet below the surface of the earth and does not geuehough for his 
food. I do not like that sort of man who practcally does nothing 
but walks abont*-I have no sympathy for them; but nri^eart goes with 
those men who cannot get a good square meal aften' 
night even below 400 feet in a mine. Therefore, I sayjt , e^ucate^ 

them; qualify them for it. Your duty as a member representing the^ 
labouring classes is to constantly agitate for the education of these men 
bring them up to your own level and then only and not till then can you 
rest assured that they will do nothing which you would not like them to 
do. Go on fightng with the Government for their education and with 
these gentlemen (employees of labour) for more food for them. 


I do not think that it is proper to discuss this matter in this Council 
in these days. You do not know what view the people outside in their 
imagination will take of your conduct in this connection: it is no good 
discussing these things now. Surely, you must remember that India 
is not England and the difference between India and England is that 
in England the employers and the labourers are both Engraj and they 
are of the same jat, they are of the same religion and of the same com¬ 
plexion even; and that makes a world of difference; in England th^'is 
not the slightest chance of a clever man somehow or other bringing iw 
tbe question of race hatred; whereas here there is always the danger uij 
there are places where you cannot avoid it. Here in India you have one 
caste as the employers and the labourers are quite a different caste frem 
all conceivable points of view. Ho not try this experiment, do not play 
with fire; do not go with a lighted cigarette in your mouth into n gun 
powder vault—^that is not at all proper. I say, please do not import 
everything that is English. I do not like that. They have almdy 
imported many bad things for us—have they not P Hrinldng for instance; 
gambling for instance. If I bad tbe power to put a stop to these things 
I would do it in no time. These are Englirii habits and do not {tleaSe in- 


particularlj at this time we ought not to discusa the matter. I ht^ 
Lthat Mr. CSiaudhuri will withdraw this resolution. 

\ TheHofi’btoMr. KERRil am sure that the Council will agree with 
^^e that we have had a very interesting discussion this evening; but 1 am 
^raid that there has been a tendency for the discussion to wander some¬ 
what from the direct issue before us. This resolution recommends that 
legfe i^on should be undeHaken on the lines of the. British Act which 
repolyyeB the right of a striker to resort to non-violent picketing while a 
gtrike^ytfinuea. Whether we should have legislation on the lines of the 
Britislnk!^ is the issue on which this Council will have to give its deci¬ 
sion in a^S\ minutes. 

' Now, fn\ the speech made by Mn Chaudhuri and several other 
speakers, theu would seem to he an impression that the British legis¬ 
lation is confinud to a few lines in the Act of 1906, but that is not the case 
at all. The iroiu English legislation on the subject of picketing is con¬ 
tained in th.e 1875. That Act is still the law of the land in Eng- 

I uas b5en supplemented and somewhat modified by the 
provisions of tnl^ct of 1906. Now, the Act of 1875 definitely makes it 
a criminal offence for a workman or a striker in the course of a strike or 
in furtherance of a trade dispute to do certain acts.. Among these actions 
are included the use of violence or intimidation whether towards the other 
person directly or to his wife and children, or injury to his property; 
persistently following another person about from place to place; or hid¬ 
ing his tools or other property or depriving him of the use of them, or 
hindering him from using them; watching or besetting the house or other 
place where such other person resides or works or carries on business or 
happens to be, or the approach to such house or place; or following such 
other person xcith two or more persons in a disorderly manner along any 
street or road. 

That is still the law of the land in England, and I say that that law is 
very much more severe than any law that we have at present in this 
^untry where picketing is mainly governed by the abetment provisions 
the Indian Penal Code. If Mr. Chaudhuri wants us to introduce the 
Dnglish law, he will have to introduce the provisions of the Acd. of 1875 as 
well as those of the Act of 1906. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; Kay 1 point out 

that the section- 

TIM DEPUTY«PRESiDENTB You should not interrupt the Hon'ble 
Member. You will have your right of reply. 

. •• 1 

Tilt Hon’bto Mr. KERR; I may say that the actions 1 have already 




I liSTe of coarse omitted the repealed portion from the sommary 1 hava 
giren. 

The Act of 1906 was a curious Act, and Mr. Watson-Smyth has allud-; 
ed to the circumstances in which it came to be passed. 1 do not 
that 1 need! worry t&e Council by going into English political hist 
relating to this Act, but briefly it was the result of pressure which 
Labour Party in Parliament was able to bring to bear on the 
Gh)Temment in 1906. 

I hare here some remarks made by distinguished authoritiJ^4n the 
Act of 1906 f and 1 think 1 had better tell the Council briefly they 

say as that has an important bearing on this proposal that theki^tish Act 
of 1906 should be introduced in India. 


economist 
rative study 
calls the Act 
be called a 


My first authority is Dr. Shadwell. He is a distingui 
and in his book on industrial efficiency, which is a co 
of industrial life in England, Germany and America 
of 1906 a flagrant piece of class legislation which ca 
gross abuse of power. He says that the Aot was 
political pressure brought to bear upon a weak Prim 
it violates all principles of justice and equity, and is 
aide and undemocratic. He gives various instances showing how trade 
unions have misused the powers thus conferred upon them to the detri¬ 
ment of their own members as well as of non-members, and in disregard 
of the advice of their own officials. This is the testimony of a distin¬ 
guished economist. 


lister and tha't' 
unjust, iuequit- 


My next authority is Lord Askwith who is, I believe, regarded by 
Mr. Chaudburi with as much admiration as by me. He says that the 
Act " has been used to shield some acts by individuid officials whuffi, 
in the interest of the community, might well not be shielded under the 
cry of proposed infringement of privileges of a trade union. It has 
also caused a bitterness of feeling against many actions of trade unions 
which sensible' laws would not have touched, in the belief that, but 
for the Trade Disputes ,AM, they ought to have and would have beeij 
made amenable to results every one else had to risk. Class feelina 
on the part of employers has been increased by suspicion and anger 
at its supposed effects, often quite irrationally. The people as a whole 
have a grudge against presumed privileges being accorded to one-sec¬ 
tion of the community.*’ Therefore, according to Lord -Askwith the 
result of the Act of 1906 has been to increase bitterness 8f feeling in 
England. - - . • 

My next authority is Mr. Sydney Webb whom nobody will suqieoi 
of being prejudiced againat trade unions. He says that the Act 
confers cm trade unions an extraordinary and. unlnbited imin^piity, 
however great may be the damage Caused aUd howevio’ unwairahied the 



monstrous.” He also adTises trade unions not to presume too much on 
their apparently absolute immunity from legal proceedings under the 

8 s is the testimony of three distinguished and impartial authori* 

;he result of the Act of 1906 in Kngland. This is the Act which 
ilhuri comes to the Council and asks us to introduce in India. • 
aony is such as should make us extremely bautious in apply- 
oglish law to India. 

the merits of the case in its application to Bengal I need not 
It is obyious that the general sense of the Council is that 
it be in the highest degree inappropriate to legislate 

at the^^sent time on the lines suggested in the resolution. 
iMr. ChamVuri has been supported only by Babu ITem' Chandra 
Bhattarha^n and Mr. Syed Erfan AU, the distinguished Presi¬ 
dent of the^Tramway Union who lately led his men up a very 
steep hill an then led them down again. I should like to hear 
Mr. Syed Erf|K AH's ideas as to the application of Mr. Chaudhuri’s 
principles t^el^onduct or misconduct of the tramway strikers during 
its oflt As a matter of fact this question of picketing is 
being considereensy Government at present. The Government of India 
has sent us a long letter on the subjeet of the law applicable to trade 
unions in India or rather the law^ to be introduced in India. In that 
letter thei‘e are various references to the question of picketing. We 
have circulated.the letter not only to Cliambers of Commerce but also 
to trade unions and other public bodies in Bengal. We have not yet 
gut replies from the bodies who have been consulted and we have not, 
therefore, made up our mind exactly what line we are going to take 
on the question of picketing. But 1 think there c.an be no question 
that the reasons which I have given this evening clearly show i;hat legis¬ 
lation on English lines would be entirely unsuitable. Whether legis¬ 
lation on other lines in extension or amplification of the provisions 
of the Penal Code in regard to the question of picketing is desirable, 
is a matter on which I desire to reserve my opinion for the present. 
But the Government is distinctly of opinion that legislation on the linos 
proposed in this resolution would be unsuitable, and we are, therefore, 
^unable to accept the resolution. I would only ask the Council, in con¬ 
clusion, to consider very seriously the effect which would be produced 
upon the Indian Legislative Assembly and other bodies of the kind, 
if the Bengal Council at the present time deliberately recommended a 

proposal tqinndertake legislation on the lines of the British Act of 1906. 

$ 

Hr, Ri H« LANGFORD JAMES: I move that the question be 
now put. 

TIm DEPUTY*PRES1DSNTs I think it is fair ^ give the mover a 
chance of renly. 



Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURII In deference to , 
the wiehen of Baba Surendra Kath Maliik who is a great friend of the / 
working class, Dr. Suhrawardy and the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, I beg leavc^' 
to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by the leaye of the Council, withdrawn. 


AdJoumiMiit. 

At this stage, it being 7 p.u., it was found, on a count of th 
that there was no quorum. The Council was accordingly adj 
the next day at il f.m. 




^VrooMdings of the Bongol Lfgiolottve Counoil UMinhlid undor tho 
provisiOM of the Covarnment of Indio Aet. 

^The Conncil assembled at 3 p.m. ou Thur 8 da>, tbe 241b November, 
I, in tbe Council Chamber in tbe Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Present; 


*^^puty-President in the Chair, the lIon*ble the four Members 
^ Th^tive Council, the Hon’ble the lliree Ministers, and 92 
at the^^^ elected members. 

•Mr. Ch^ 





Bhattarhai 
dent of t 
steep bill ai 
Mr. Syed Erfs 


Starred Queationo 
;to which oral answers were given). 


\ principles 




of oenrioe to Rai Sahib B. M, Gupta. 


] *XXIX. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI; (a) Wbut were the reasons 
which led tbe Government to refuse exteusions of service to Messrs. 
Young Craig and H’Santos, lately Registrars in the tSecretariaty 

(b) What were the reasons which led the Government to grant three 
extensions of service tcOilai Sahib B. M. Gupta, Begistror of the Chief 
Secretary’s Office? Is it a fact that he is being given a fourth 
extension ? 

(c) Is the grant of three extensions cuntj'ory to the circular orders 

of Government f • 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member in ehai-ge of the Appointment 
Department aware of the feeling that exists that the granU^l.^*}f]^{f|lft ^1 
extensions mar the prospects of junior officers and create disaffectloir'*- 

ong them? 



MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT«DEPARTMENT (tha 

'on’bla Sir Hanry Whealcr); (a) Hudor article 459 (6) of the Civil 
Service Begulations retirement at the age of 55 is the normal course. 
It 18 not necessary therefore to assign reasons in Ihe cases cited. 

(h) The B^^^hib possesses special knowledge and experience in 
ceremonial jafnent and in view of the visits of their Boyal Highnesses 
the Duk^ild^TTonnaughi and the Prince of Wales, his retention in the 
service ^ if oonsidei^ advisable on public grounds. For the same 
further short extension is being allowed him to enable Him to 
enjoj^uie privilege leave which he hac earned, since it has not been 
found possible to grant him this leave before the conclusion of the 





(e) No. 

(d!) The possible effect cm the prospects of juniOT officers is alwai 
giTen loll consideration before an extension is allowed, and as a mat< 
of fact extensions are now very seldom allowed and not unless excel 
tional reasons exist. 
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Murshidabad SatUamant 


ush 


noj 


itish Act 


economist 
iaratiye study 
calls the Act 
be called a 


set 




realized withinj 


*XXX. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQt (a) Will the 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land 
pleased to state whether the Standing Committee on Land 
consulted before the order for stopinng the Murshidabad 
passed? • 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negatiye, will 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
Committee ? 

(c) Will the Hon!ble the Member be pleased to 
have been made in connection with the Nadia^Muri 
from January to June, 1921, and how much has 
the period ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of y^EVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’bla the Maharajadhirajc Jiifiadur of Burdwan); 

(a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) It is at the discretion of the Member in ^niarge as to what matters 
should be brought before the Standing Co^iditteeit was not thought 
necessary to refer a matter of such detaih^ the Standing Committee, 
especially in view of the fact that the qimstion of retrenchment had to 
be decided immediately and orders issi^ without delay to the Settle- 

lent to enable them t^^-dvtribute the staff for settlement 
ions in. the most important 

(c) The expenditure from Janua^l^jto June, 1921, has been aA 
follows:— 

Survey—^Nadia, Be.* 6,638; Murshidabad, Bs. 32,796. 

Settlement—^Nadia, Bs. 3,30,892; Murshidabad, Nil. 



Nothing was realised during this period. 


Bengal Cadets in Sandhurst CoUsga, 

*XXX1. Mr. BUOY PR08AD CINCH ROYl Wm thtrfi^^ tlm 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to A^khow 
many cadets from Bengal were secommended by the OoreinmeiiT^nd' 
bow many joined the Sandhurst College in since 19|.d,. ^ving' 



\ MEMBER In tlMrE* of POLITICAL OEPARTMENT <tlM Hen'bit 
Htnry WhMltr)t KeoommendationB were made not by Qovernment 
^ At by His Excellency tbe Governor persoiiHlly. Six candidates were 
*<^miiiated in 1918, four in 1919, five in 1920, and two in 1921. Of these 
one entered Sandhurst; entry is conditional on the passing of % 
.^luifying test and the occurrence of vacancies. His Excellency does 
u^S^pose to publish the names of the unsuccessful nominees. 


MHIdIa oltM uMinphwiMiit, 

It wd^V 

at the>|\ Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY BMuMlliri (a) Is the 

•Mr. Chal^Miiiister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Bhattachan^^ of the question of unemployment among the educated 
dent of thw^ngol ? 

steep hill ni^Govemment considering the desirability of holding an 

number of the unemployed in each district? 
■P^yjP^®®JS /e^vflrament taking any other steps to deal with the 
il^^h^state^ft °^iirsP 

^ MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (th^Hon’blo the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali ChaiidNDri, 

Khan Bahadur)! < ^^ovemment are aware that a certain amount of 
unemployment exist^^Nnong the educated middle classes of Bengal. 

(&) The answer is lyljhe negative. 

(c) The policy of thff\pvernment is to deni with the problem by 
opening up new fields of (w)loyment for the educated middle classes, 
and with this object Gbver«ent have given, or' are giving, effect to a 
number of important schem^ such as the creation of tbe Department 
of Industries with a permane^ director at its bead, tbe establishment 
of technical schools for the tra*0^of apprentices at 
^Calcutta and the establishment t^^^gJ^cuUural Institute at DaccaT ■ 

Edos Hindu HoctM. 

*XXXIII. M’autvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI; (a) Is the Hon^ble the^ 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that recently 
each boarder^ the Eden Hindu Hostel, Calcutta, was supplied with a 
new chair a new half'Secretariat taUe P 

^5) yiUffa. fact'^at the contract ityt the supply of the said articles 
^ fun^^ was given to Mr. S. Roy, of 42, Sikderbagan Street, 
what was his charge for each chair and each table; and what 
wafjfTOe market price for each chair and for each table? 


(6) Yes. The charge for each choir was Be. 10 and for each*tabU 
Bs. 20-8-0. iSeveral firms were asked to submit tenders: the estim^ 
of Messrs. 8. Boy and Co. was lower and for better articles than the 
of other firms that tendered. It may therefore he assnmed that 
^ces paid were fair market terms. 


UnsUrrad Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the taUe). 


Sub-assistant surgeons. 


>n the 
they 
itish Act_ 


(t 


appointed as pro-| 
ten years* bonds; 


Nawabzada K, M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department ojP^ economist 
Government be pleased to state— ^arative study 

(i) why the term of the Declaration Bond to be iw caUs the Act 
assistant Hurgeons in Bengal has been in/. he called a 
to ten years; 

(it) since when have these bonds been issued; 

(tit) how many sub-assistant surgeons have 

bationers since the introduction of the 
and 

(tv) how many had been api)ointed before 

(h) Is it u fact that there is a great deman^^ sub-assistant surgeons 
ill the province P 

(c) Is it a fact that many of the 8ub-/^stant surgeons have not 
signed the i^^w bonds on account of the anditions of the bondP 

(d) Are the Gbvemment considering^he desirability of reducing 
nftti^Apiat^ n years to five years asdWviously f 

the answer to (c) is inetn^^ fhe Government con-^ 

templating permitting those probaudnu^^f^eady in service to execute 
bonds for five years only ? * 


sh introduction? 




MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT cf LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hoffi'bleSir Surendra Nath Banerjaa): (a) (t) In 

paragraph 84 of their report, the Medic^ Services ijommittee recom¬ 
mended that, in the case of Civil sub-assistant surged^L ' the period 
of liability to remain in Government service should tended to 

10 years, and that the penalty in case of default should GP^noreased 
from Bs. 400 to Bs. 1,000, in order to ensure that a sufficie^^^^ber 
of sub-assistant surgeons could be made available as a war for 

service, not only in India, but also ov^seas. The Qovenunml^ of 
India, after consulting the opinion of local govemments, decide 
cofppt tiiis recommendation, and amended the form of the bond accord- 



(it) The order of tlie Goyerament of India introduoing the revised 
'^orm of the bond is dated Slat of Angust, 1920. . It was communicated 
6 the Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal on 27th 
.Wtember, 1920. 

\^(tn') Only one has been admitted into the service, since the intro- 
)n of the new bond. . 

). The question gives no time-limit and cannot therefore be 
»d. 



J^vemment have no difficulty in obtaining all the candidates 
it w( 

at theW^s^®^ the negative. 

•Mr. Chai 

Bhattachanbuy sub-assistant surgeons who entered the service before 
dent of tmq of the new Fond asked for permission to sign the old 
steep hill ad^cessary permission was given. 

. Mr. Syed Ihfi * 
principles to^/A 

'lETaTslSSt; oJ Wordsworth Committee. 

CHANDRA MITRA Bahedurt Will the 
lon’ble the Ministemn charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
o state when efFey^s to be given to the recommendations of the 
iVordsworth Comnicr^ for increasing the pay of the clerks of the lower 
lubordinate and those^tside the grade section of the Educational 


service? 


The Hwt’bla Mr. P. dfhlTTER: With the exception of a number 
rf definite posts in that seilice it was decided to defer a (fccuion with 
■egard to the recommendatilks of the Wordsworth Committee for the 
evision of pay of ministeria^fficers until the report of the McAlpin 
j^romittee had been examineqll^'^hat work is prof^din;. 
lossible at thi.s stage to raenty'l for the issue of final oniei^ 

m the subject. 


Canoellation of lioensot for haokney«oaiTiages, shops, eto., 

abrupt alosure of their businesa. 


•1. Rti > IfRENDRANATN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
:he Minis^^ charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
^leased Jca 



lich of the municipalities have expressed‘their inability to 
comply with the suggestions made in the Government letter 
No. 229-33 T.^L.S.-G., dated the 13th June, 1921; and 


(tt) the names of the munic^mlities that have adopted the sug< 

___ it- —i-ii-.o 





like to see disappear. You accenttiate a differ enee, an d then wish it was 
not there. There are diiferences-;;;:Xfiufc«^ BecaSfe ther^ aro^Bifferences, 
Government has jfiven u^wdi^Hfent^oonatituencies, We know very well 
that the framers of the Gnverimient of India Act, 1919, desired, possibly 
more than desired, that there should be no cromraunal representation; 
but they were obliged to yiel<l to the logic of facts, and they yielded to 
it by constituting different constituencies corresponding to the different 
classes and claims in the provinces. If it were not so, we should not 
have an Anglo-Indian constituency on the one side with an Kuropean 
constituency to whi(*h it is allied on the other side; nor should the Hindus 
have been separated from the Muhammadans. Within these walls I 
once heafid it said that it is u Temple of Justice, and I come here to ask 
y<m in this very Temple of Justice whether my community is to be 
deprived of Justice simply because it is small. Because it is small will 
it be bullied by those that are stronger? We talk glibly of the protec¬ 
tion of minorities, and is it in the way that my opponents propose that 
minorities are going to be protected in this Temple of Justice? Are we 
Anglo-Indians going to be swamped for no better reason than that^ 
numbers are against us ? 

Here is a ({ucstion laid before the Council which in no way affects or 
concerns the home interests, the political interests, the social interests 
or any other interests or any constituency. It conceims only the interests 
of the Anglo-Indian constituency which I represent along with my col¬ 
league, Mr. Barton. You are culled upon to accord the privileges which 
you have deliberately refuseil to the women of India. And because jfchis 
House has refused this privilege to the women of India, that has been 
used as an argument why this privilegt* should be denied to my communi¬ 
ty also. The Refoiins Bill veiy distinctly says that no class of women 
shall be disqualified for registration as voters by reason of their sex.j 
What is tjm object of making this provision in the rules unless it is mean] 

take advantage of it ? 1 cannot understand tbi 
point of objection. Why should the privilege be refused to those whoi 
it benefits? We are not forcing the finnchise upon all women, but on 
those only who desire it. I may say honestly that we do not desire'what 
wc do not deseive. To apply one common measurement to the woman¬ 
hood in India is ridiculous. One $tection will be always more advanced 
than another; and because some are not so advanced as others, is that an 
objection that should stand in the way of those that are advanced? WilL 
a community which, owing to the circumstances of its social life, and# 
through the more favourable opportunities which it has enjoyed, an^ 
which has established itself as a literate community, be deprived of the 
privileges that have been declared impossible to grant to Indian women? 
It bas been said that it is a great pity that I have moved this resolutibn 
on racial considerations. T can tell you that it is not in that spirit that I 
have introduced ft.. The Reforms Scheme that has brought us into eziet^ 


copsiderationsr Are we wroni? iu claiming privileges which it was an> 
ticipated t^t one community or another would claim ? Should we apply 
one uniform measurement, adopi^^jgftatrttt^e standard and that the lowest 
and Insist that every body should decline low level P Because 

unfoilu]iatel>\the majority of women of Indiu have not the same stand¬ 
ard of education either in quality or quantity as.the women of the Anglo- 
Indian community, is it any atguiuent why these should be relegated to 
a status which the members of this House think sufficient for the general 
womanhood of thh province P If this ('ouucil has mode up its mind to 
deprive my community of what 1 feel is their just due, I am perfectly . 
satisfied in my mind that w'hatever I may say will make no impression 
on those who are determined not to he fair. But I may tell you that this 
is a test case, and by it will be proved whether those who all along have 
told us that they will look after our interests and protect our minorily 
and see that justice, equity and fair treatment are meted out to us, 
sincerely meant what they said. Tlie very fact of our being a minority 
should inspire the great majorities to look after our interests and to see 
that we do not suffer. ''Trust us*' you have said. 1 appeal to the 
'sense of right in you, and hope what is of no benefit to some should not 
be denied to others to whom it is essential. 

On the motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result:— ' 


AYES. 


Ahimd, Maalvi Yakuinudfin. 

BaiMriMt tti* Hon'M* Sir turandra Nath. 
BamrjM, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra, 
tartan. Hr. H. 

Batu, Babu 4atindra Nath. 

Biu, Mr. E. E. 

B«Mi Mr. a. M. 
f o«y, Mr. Q> G. 
vorrMtar, Mr. J. Campball. 

BhbM, Mr. D. C. 

Saada, Mr. 4. W. 


Hlndiay, LL-Cal. C. D. M. 

Karim, Maufvi Abdul. 

Lang. Mr. J. 

Malllk, Babu turandra Nath. 
Noitra, Br. Jatindra Nath. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 
Rabinapn, Majer^Sanarai, W. IV B. 
Roy, Raja Manitoll Sinth. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Saran, Hr. 4 , A. L. 

Wordsworth, Mac^NcAMCs^^A^^ 


NDE8. 


Afsal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waaimuddin. 
Ahmod, Mauivi Emadud^in. 

Ahinsd, Mauivi RaS Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munahi Jafar. 

Achamuddia, Mauivi Khandakar. 
Bhattaoharji, Babu Horn Chandra. 
[Charmakar, Babu Raaik Chandra, 
^haudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mohan- 
■aa, Babu Bhiahmadov. 

^Ba CuptB, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
Oeasillal Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Dutt» Ral Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Outta. Babu Annada Charan. 

Niioaaln, MauM Hahammad Madaaaur. 
Karr, tha Han'Mt Hr. 4. H. 

KhAB, BBbu Oavtndn lbi. 


Khan, Mauivi Hamid-u44in. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla. 

MItra, Rai- Bahadur Maliaadra Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Niroda Bahary. 

Naakor, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharoawar. 

Ray Chaudhuri; Babu Brojondra Kithar. 
Roy, Babu Bijoy Pratad SinBh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Natb. 
linha, Babu Surondra Narayan. 
Steptionaon, Mr. H. L. 
tuhrawardy, Mr, Huaoyn thahoad. 
Whotlor, tha Hon'blo Sir Honry. 


Pabna Taohnioal Sohaol. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WABJU^^DIH AHMED: ** This Connca 
reoommeiids to the Govgjjftudfifthat the Pabna Technical School, which 
18 now maintained by the Pabna District Board, be proyincialised.’* 

Mine is a very humble resolution. It entails no very great expendi¬ 
ture to Government but it would give Substantial relief to a poor district 
board like Pabna. The Pabna District Board has an annual revenue 
of Bs. 2,71,283 and its place on the list is third from the bottom in 
the Division. In the Bajshahi Division there are only two district 
boards which maintain technical schools, one in Bajshahi and the other 
in Pabna,. Bajshahi with an annual revenue of Bs. 4,93,778 expends 
for Technical education Bs. 8,816 only, whereas Pabna with a revenue 
of Bs. 2,71,283 expends for the maintenance of the Technical School 
Bs. 15,472 annually. The question of the provincialisation of the 
Pabna Technical School has bceti hanging fire for the last eight or nine 
years. During the administration of the Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government almost all the schools of Eastern Bengal were provin-i 
cialised save and except the Pabna Technical Schbol. It may be that* 
be(;au8e Pabna was situated on the south-western comer of the province, 
it came lust, and before the institution could be provincialised the 
province of Eastern Bengal was amalgamated with West Bengal. 

Along with the above fact there is another thing which I ask the 
Couuoil to consider. Formerly thi.s school received from Government a 
grant of Bs. 1,400 annually. Since 1913 that grant has been stopped. 
The District Board (»f Pabna has been trying its utmost ever since 
for the provin<'ialis;ition of the school, and Government in its i’<q>ort 
always said that the scheme was under consideration. I humbly submit, 
that if this resolution is accepted, it will entail no greater cost thai||| 
Bs. This school has a special claim to be provincialised becAuv 

'^'s^S^nts iflnavr npper classes come md only from Pabna alone but frojlT 
various other districts; therefore it has the first claim on the proviucic^ 
revenues. 1 shall (juote here some remarks of the authorities on industrial 
education. The Inspector of Schools, Bajshahi Division, remarked on 
the 11th June, 1913—“ I beg to propose that the Pabna Technical School 
be provincialised.” Mr. Henderson, who also inspected the school, also 
opined “ 1 may mention that the new Pabna Tecbnical School is one of 
the largest schools. It comes next to Shibpur and Dacca in importance! 
If any of these institutions is to be provincialised, Pabna has the beA 
claim.” Then there was a conference, held at Bangpur in Februai^ 
192(1, of the Managers of all the Technical Schools of the Bajshahi 
Division. This conference yas presided over by Mr. D. H. Tiees, 
Commissioner of the Division, and Mr. Heaton, Principal of the Shibpur 
College was present there. I laid all the papers regarding Pahna before 
them, and Mr. Heaton in his note on the nrooAAdinM nf fhe n.nn f aT- 


stated that he would advocate that Government grants for suh-overseer 
classes for the Kajshahi Division should be devoted to the Pabna Techni¬ 
cal School. The idea was that at class in these schools should 

be kept for training sub-overseers and Pabiia-^s considered to be the 
best for the purpose. 

The Pabna school is situated on a very good site with a nice building ^ 
costing about Bs. 89,000 of which Government paid Bs. 60,000, the 
balance being contributed by the disiric^t board. I may assure Govern¬ 
ment that if the school is provincialised, the district board is ready to 
forego all claims to the existing site and building of the inKtitution. 
So X submit that the. Pabna Technical School has the best claim to be 
provincialised. Mr. Lees, Commissioner of the Bajsbuhi Division, in 
his letter to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the Municipal 
Department, dated the 20th August, 1920, said, that the Pabna Schtad 
was maintained by the district board, that the question of the provin- 
cinlisatioii of the scliool was still under cunsidcrutiun by Govevnineni, 
that the Government grant had since been withdrawn, and that the 
district board’s application for the provincialisalion of the school had 
meen forwarded to the* Director of Public Instruction. 

Of course after the surrender of the public works cess, the funds of 
the district hoard have swelled a little, but the demands are so very 
numerous and great that the funds are considered to be too small. In 
this year’s budget wc are confronted with a deficit of not less than 
Bs. 45,000 and we do not know how to meet it. There is no denying 
the fact that if the Pabna Technical School is brought under the control 
of Government it would serve many useful purposes. I may mention 
here that the existing building of the school is admired by all the visi¬ 
tors. The Hon’blc Minister in charge of Agriculture visited .tbe insti- 
itiou in September last, and I can fairly hope thiit he was favourably 
ipressed both with the site as well as the building. I can, boldl y say 
mt this school, if provincialised, is sure to prosper alrofterve nu^i^ 
seful puiposes. 

With all these remarks, I leave this matter to the Council with the 
hope that it will receive favourable consideration. 


Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURIS I strongly support this resolution. 
1 have been to this institution and have aeon it, it is one of the finest 
types of buildings in Bengal. The building cost Bs. 90,000; Govern¬ 
ment contributed Bs. 60,000 and the balance, namely, Bs. 40,000 was 
mbscribed by Pabna. There was a grant of Bs. 1,440 a year which has 
since been stopped, and tbe district«board arc finding it difficult to main¬ 
tain it. Most of the members are aware that Pabna is -a great centre 
of weaving. But at the present day a very large number of men have 
unfortunately given up weaving altogether. Pabna is trying to revive 
^lis industry again. The school has carpentry classes, weaving classes 



and flurrey classes. So far as the laboratory and the necessary appara* 
tus are concerned it is a great pity that it does not get any support. 
Since 1913 attempts have^egi^ O- **'8? o** to provincialise this institution 
but nothing as yet^ass.’ .*een done. I feel that the Hon’hle Minister is 
re.sponsible for carrying on these technical classes in Bengal, and if he 
gives his support I do not think there will be any difficulty in getting 
this institution provincialised. 


Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to suppoii; the 
resolution. I'eehnical education should be developed to the utmost but 
for its growth the resources of a district board can not be relied upon. 
In provincialising technical schools no contribution can be insisted upon 
from the district boards. I think for the gradual development and 
growth of technical education in general it is net'iessary that a compre¬ 
hensive scheme should he prepared and all technical schools, wherever 
they may be, should he provincialised. Now the question has arisen 
in Pabna and there can not be any doubt that this institution ought 
to be provincialised. 

RaJaMANILOLL SINGH ROY: I am ^Fery glkd that my friend th^ 
Khan Bahadur, Chairman of the District Board, Pabna, and a member 
of this House, has brought forward this resolution. We, too, in Burd- 
wan, have got such H.school, almost entirely run from the funds of the 
district hoard, and I think there are similar institutions in other dis¬ 
tricts finamted by district boards. I know very well the difficulties in 
doing so for want of funds. But the question is whether the Govern¬ 
ment should take into its hands the existing schools or should start new 
schools where there is a need for them but none exi.sts, aud 1 hope and 
trust that this question will be e!onsid<*red first, as the fund in the hands 
of the Hon’hle Minister is not unlimited. 


.Rai AB^NASH CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: The questic^ 
3^diat has been raised is a very important one. But it remahts to bf 
derided and found out l)y the Goveriiuient whether a technical school 
should be provincialised or not. Of course, everybody admits that there 
is a gj*eat demand for technical education in the province. Well, 
^rhaps, a suggestion might he made in this respect and that is this— 
one technical school situated in' a central position in West Bengal and 
another in Kast Bengal would serve the purpose for the present ami it 
should be left to the Minister to consider it. So, to adopt a resolution 
like the one that has been moved by my friend on the other side to 
provincialise a certain district board technical school is out of' the 
question. 


Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDs I heg to support the resolution 
moved by my hon’ble friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed. The Pabna District Board is not a verv rinb 



and every case sliotdd be judged on its own merits. Of course, Govern¬ 
ment may say that if one teohnioal institution is provincialised the other 
technical institutions supported by boards shall have to 

be provincialised, but Government ought to see the resources of the 
Pabna District Board and other district boards, such as Burdwan. 
Burdwan is a rich district board of which my friend, Baja ManiloU Singh 
Roy, is the Chairman and I think the Baja will not giiidge the support 
that is asked for, for the Pabna District Board. Then there are other 
district boards. My friend behind me, Matilvi Emaduddin Ahmed, also 
has got a technical institution in Bajshahi that is supported by the dis¬ 
trict board there, hut my hon’ble friend, the mover of 4;hi8 resolution, 
has already said that the Bajshahi District Board has an income \)f nearly 
Bs. 5 lakhs, whereas the Pabna District Board has an income of Bs. 2 
lakhs. Therefore, each case should have to be judged on its own merits 
and so I do support what is urged for, because the proposal of tbe 
Pabna District Institution is a reasonable one and Government should 
accede to it. 

BiUIhi SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs I beg to support this motion. 
This technical school has an excellent reputation and it is said that it is 
doing very good work. The position of affairs is this that the district 
board cannot very well maintain it in that efficient condition in which it 
ought to be maintained; and, therefore, in order to keep it going in 
proper condition, it ought to be taken up by tbe Provincial Education 
Department. As regard technical education, it may be urged that it is 
a matter of funds, hut funds, so far as it is concenicd, the Pj'ovincial 
Government will have to find. We cannot remain like this. If there 
is no fund, something must be done to find it out. We have^been told 
by the Kon’blo Minister that a big loan will be the panacea for oil the 
evils. Let us try and have a loan and lei us take these technical schools 
.*^d put them on a sound basis. Tn these days, so far as vof^tional 
lotion is concerned, we must try to help them. There has been a good 
deal of neglect in regard to technical training, and I remember that 
Mr. Gokhale, in crying for it in 1009 in the Imperial Legislative Council 

said *‘we should spend so much for Technological Institutions_ 

five millions—^we want a large sum for capital expenditure, somewhere 
about 12 lakhs, and also a recurring grant for running expenditure every 
year hut nothing has been done hy the Government yet.** Government 
has got to spend money in everything and can find money for any purpose 
that is required from the Government point of view, but when the 
question arises as regards technical education or things of that kind, the 
cry is that they have got no money. We hhve got to put an end to this 
state of affairs and we must ask the Government to take up the responsi¬ 
bility of giving the Education Department relief. If there is no money, 
we do not know whose fault it is. That we have got money remains 
^ he seen. We have not oonsidered that question at all vet and this 



queation which is of vital importance ought not to be allowed to be 
destroyed for want of funds, be caus e the district board is no longer able 
to maintain it efficieutl] 


Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMEDs In this connection all I have to say 
is that I cannot grude that the school be provincialised, but what my 
friends on the other side have said ought to be taken into consideration. 
It is not a single question, as they have pointed out, in the Bajshahi 
district, there is a technical school. The whole question and the condi> 
lion on which contributions which the district boards are going to 
make ought to be taken into consideration and then only the question can 
be solved. The question is not to bo solved piecemeal. 


Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support this 
resolution but it should be clearly understood that technical schools of 
our district towns have been found wanting and useless by the Industrial 
Commission. They simply train up amins. The fact must be looked in 
the face. There are ceHainly carpentry and smithy classes but they are 
of not much use. All boys that came out from the technical schools take 
to 8 urve 3 ring as a profession. Therefore, by all means, have one techni¬ 
cal school in each division, but let it ho a properly equipped technical 
school and for that reason if money is required, the money should be 
provided for. It should not he a mere survey school. If you want to 
spend money—Its. JO,000 each upon Pahna, Bajshahi, Birbhum and 
Burdwan, in this way—Its. 23 lakhs for a survey school alone, I say this 
will he a sheer waste and frittering away of money. Therefoj-e, I say 
have one technical school properly equipped in each division and let it be 
a technical school, that is, industrial school and not a mere survey 
school. • 


The Hon’ble the NAWAB 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDRURI, 
MChan Bahadur: This resolution raises a question of policy on which tM 
should like to have the views of the Council. There are at present seven 1 
technical schools in the province of which foiu* have been provincialised 
and are under the direct inajiagement of Government; the remaining 
three are managed by district boards. It may be urged with some force 
that the schools would be more effituently and better managed if they were 
all provincialised. If this is done, Government can rightly insist on a 
contribution from the dinti ict hoards. But the question, is at present 
mainly a financial one, because it is clear that if we provincialise this 
school, it will not be possible to resist the claim of other district 
boards that their schools should be provincialised also. We shall only be 
able to spend a limited amount of money on technical and industrial 
education in the near future. We can spend it either in establishing 
new schools or in provincialising the existing schools. In view of 
the great demand now existing for vocational education, though I sympa- 
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item of expenditoret my own view is tKat we should spend such funds as 
become available on new schools rathe r Jhan on provincialising the exist¬ 
ing ones. I may add that the Pabna is already receiv¬ 

ing the attention of the Director of Industries and he proposes to sanction 
for it a grant of Be. 200 a month. 

With these remarks, I leave it entirely to the consideration of the 
Council whether the funds at our disposal should be spent on establishing 
new schools or we should first provincialise the existing schools. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: My hon’ble friend 
first raised the question that, if the Pabna Technical Scohol be provin¬ 
cialised, Bajshahi would also claim such a .chance. With regard to 
that, I can remind the Council that the Pabna Technical School is the 
oldest of its kind in the Province. Government has already expended 
Bs. 60,000, though the original contract was that the district board 
should spend Bs. 30,000, but owing to the outbreak of the European war, 
the prices of all materials went up and it had to proTide another 
Bs. 9,000 thus spending Bs. 39,000, whereas Bajshahi with a revenue 
lof nearly Bs. 5 lakhs has not expended more than one-tenth of what 
^Pahna did. I do not grudge that Government will find its way to 
provincialise the Bajshahi Technical School. I have already quoted 
the opinions of the experts on technical education. Mr. Heaton as 
well as Mr. Henderson are the authorities on the subject. They are the 
best persons to say which of the schools should be taken up first; 
and they, in unequivocal terms, have exprevssed that of all the schools, 
as I have already quoted, the Pahna Technical School has the best 
claim and the first claim. The represeniafive of the llajsbahi Techni¬ 
cal School pressed the claim for his instiiution at the Bangpur Confer¬ 
ence and Mt. Heaton in his note oti the proceedings of that cohference, 
distinctly .stated that so far as the Hiib-ove?'soer classes wore concerned, 
f Bajshahi had no claim and that Pabna was the only institution which^... 
Ldonhl he provincialised and which could maintain sub-overseer classes, 
xhat (Usposes of the question as to which of the schools has the best 
claim and car. be taken up first. Tn future Government may find it 
difficult to provincialise all schools but at the same time Government has 
to consider, as my friend has said, not only to dt) justice hut to show 
benevolence and make some consideration for tbe weak and also to take 
into, consideration whether the Pabna District Board with its present 
finance is able to maintain the school or not. Bai Jogendra Chunder 
Ghoae Bahadur has said that the carpentry in the mufassal is nothing. 
There he has commlited a mistake. Our carpentry class is not for teach¬ 
ing amins; it is intended for the artisans. There is a four-year course 
and the students are taught carpentry. They take of course sub-over¬ 
seer course students and the zilla school boys also receive their educa¬ 
tion there. As to Burdwan—of course I am subject to correction—the 
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carpentry in the sub-oTersoer classes wbicb Burdwan School refused to 
do, whereas the Pabna District Board Technical School without raising 
the question whethe^J^swiitflSent would make any grant or not, and 
without any grudge, imx>art education, expend money, purchase wood 
and everything and the zilla school^boys are taught there. Moreover, 
I am proud to say that the Pabna District Board is the only board which 
expends a large amount of money. It gives scholarships to students for 
studying at the veterinary college and other technical schools also such 
BH the Sibpur Engineering College. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I rise to a point of order. Is there a quorum 
present P 

Adjournment. 

There being no quorum, the Council was adjourned to the next day 
at 3 p.M. 



ProGaedingt of tho Bongal LegitUtivo Council assamblod under the 
provisions of the CovoriSiRbNwd^^ta Act. 

Tub Council met at 3 p.m. on Friday» the 25tb November, 1921, in 
the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 

Present: 

The Deputy-President in tho Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three MininterR, and 85 nomi* 
nated and elected members. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The discussion on the resolution of Khan Bahadur Manlvi Wasim- 
uddin Ahmed recommending that the Pabna Technic^al School be pro¬ 
vincialised was resumed. 


Pabna Technical School. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: In my statements 
yesterday, I am sorry to say that I made certain mistakes. With regard 
to Burdwan 1 said that it refused to give instruction to Government 
school-boys in carpentry. On inquiry I learnt that it is not true. With 
regard to the Hajshahi district board, I made a mistake. As a matter 
of fact I hear that scholarships were given to boys of several inslStutions. 

However, now the only point before the Council is this. It was 
argued yesterday that if any particular school is to be provincialised, the 
whole scheme should be considered. Of course, that is a good sug¬ 
gestion no doubt, but tbe one important thing that must'be taken into 
consideration is that this school is the oldest of its kind in the Bajshalii 
division and also the income of the district board is very limited. Re- 
i;eutly by the appointment of the health officer and by the re<^ent extension 
of the Vaccination Act to that district, the district board has been called 
upon to supply additional sums for these purposes. It has to provide 
for the entire expenses of vaccination as well as half the cost of health 
officer’s pay and other fticidenial cost. So, it has become almost impas¬ 
sible for that district board to maintain the technical school with 
efficiency. I said yesterday that this year we have been confronted with 
a deficit of nearly Rs. 46,000. I beg.that this Council will consider that 

on this institution Government have already expended nearly Rs. 50,000 
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'J'here is a big boardiiig house attached to the school. It will be a matter 
of great pity if, owing to the shortness of funds, such an efficient insti¬ 
tution, as tho Pabna T|f;tmi#ri*^chool is, were to be closed. All the 
authorities of the technical school have with one voice said that this is the 
best institution of its kind and that it deserves to be provincialised in 
every way. Mr. Heaton and Mr. Henderson who are authorities on this 
subject have said that this institution should get the first consideration. 
The Pabna District Board has only an income of Rs. 2,71,000. This year 
we have got another difficulty to meet owing to the non-realisation of 
cess to the extent of Ka. 10,000. Considering all these various difficulties 
and also the fact that we have opened last year two new dispensaries and 
subsidised some doctors, it deserves special consideration by this Council. 
The suggestion, if accepted, will not entail a very heavy expenditure on 
the provincial revenues. It is a very insignificant figures in the eyes of a 
provincial financier, but it will afford substantial relief to a poor district 
board like Pabna. The amount involved is only Bs. 10,000 a year. So, 
I hopefully leave the matter to the consideration of this Council and hope 
that they will pass it. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Medical School in Chittagong Divisiom 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: *^This Council recommends to the 
Government that immediate steps be taken to open a medical school in 
the Chittagong division.*’ 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq addressed the Council in Bengali in support 
of his motion. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: This is a matter which is 
uppermost in my mind. At the .same time in order to give practical effect 
to it, I saw the Hon’ble Minister in charge of sanitation and as a meet¬ 
ing of the Medical Committee has been fixed practically for discussing 
projects like this on Monday, I gave him to understand that 1 would 
withdraw this resolution for the present. 

It was as follows:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a medical school 
be immediately started in Chittagong.” 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Are you not a member of that Committeef 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Yes. I requested my friend, 
Shah Syed Emdadul Haq to that effect. Under the circumstances, I 
would ask your permission to allow this to stand over till after the dis-, 
cussion of the subject at the meeting on Monday and if that is not 


Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: After what Uan fallen from 
my friend, I think that it will not be necessary to make any len^irthy ob- 
serration on this matter. As Babu Ainla4aMC}u^n Dutta has informed 
the House, the committee will meet next Idi^raay and probably will 
make their final recommendation after havinfi^ discussed the matter fully. 
If that is so, 1 do not think that the House would like to force their hands 
nt this stage. I am sure that the eifeot of this resolution will bo that the 
committee will expedite their proceedings and conchide their laboure 
long before the budget so that some provision may be made in the next 
budget. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea)'. T think 
that it is quite clear that the discussion of this resolution at this stage 
would he inopportune. The hon’hle member to my right, Bahu Aiinuda 
Charan Dutta, has made an observation to that effect. The nialtor is 
now pending before a committee. It meets on Monday next. We have 
received only an ad interim report. The matter being in one sense suh 
judice, the resolution will, I hope not be pressed. I therefore associate 
myself with the request made by my friend that this i-esolution should 
be withdrawn for the present pending the decision of the committee and 
when that decision has been arrived at, there will be time enough for the 
discussion of the subject. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: May we know how long the 
committee will take to come to a final decision ? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is very diffi¬ 
cult to say. What I feel in the matter is this: either the proposition 
before the House should be withdrawn or the discussion should be pro¬ 
ceeded with. I do not know whether under the rules it is possible to 
withdraw a resolution subject to a condition. It must be withdrawn or 
placed before the House for discussion. The proposal of my friend to 
my right is that the motion be wilhdraw'ti, but my friend, Shall Syed 
Emdadul Haq, adds a proviso to the effect that he is quite willing to with¬ 
draw provided the matter is taken up for discussion at an early date. I do 
not think that under the iniles we can attach a provision of that kind to 
a motion for withdrawal. It must be a simple motion for withdrawal. 

The DEPUTY-PREBIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): There are 

two resolutions before the House—^the first resolution is of Shah Syed 
Emdadul Haq and the second of Babu Annada Charan Dutta. Bahu 
Annada Charan Dutta has withdrawn his resolution with the leave of the 
House. The discussion on the first will continue. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Some time ago, at an early meeting of this 


medical sciool in a certain district in Bengal. Towards the close of 
that debate the ilun’ble Minister announced the policy of GoTemment 
which was, if I remcmibe^ygh^ that a medical school would be estab¬ 
lished in every divisiS^m^engal as funds were available and voted 
by this Council. 

Now, Sir, I sympathise most sincerely and deeply with the mover 
of the resolution and with the people of Chittagong for the establishment 
of a medical school at Chittagong. I have lived many years in the 
mufassal in Bengal and I have seen from time to time the visitation of 
epidemics which sweep across the country-sid^—cholera, small-poz, 
i^uenza and malaria take a dreadftil toll from amongst the labouring 
classes of the population. Any one, who loves this country and her 
people as 1 do, cannot fail to be deeply moved by an experience of one 
of these epidemics and cannot fail, moreover, to form a determination, 
each in his own humble way, to do what he can to mitigate the suffering 
caused by these epidemics in every way. Therefore, I am prepared 
to support anything which would deal with these epidemics. In my 
experience, I have always found that the district officers and the civil 
surgeons have done their best but have been prevented from doing their 
very best for want of medical attention. Although I sympathise so 
deeply with the mover of the resolution, there is one point to which I 
think it is my duty to call the attention of the members of this Council. 
The hon’ble mover must, 1 presume, be aware of the policy of Govern¬ 
ment. Why then, I ask, has he brought this resolution? Is it not 
with a view that tlie Chittagong division may obtain priority in the 
order of estabKsbmeiit of a medical school? Every argument that lias 
been used by the hon’ble mover can be applied for the formation of a 
medical school at lalpaiguri, the headquarters station of the Kajshahi 
divisoin! * I can produce many more, each one worthy of deep considera¬ 
tion by the members of this Council. Hence I would suggest that the 
whole order of priority at any rate be left to the deliberations of a 
committee and that the members of this Council agree to abide by the 
decision of that committee. I beg to suggest, with all due deference 
to the lion’ble mover, that if he would add one sentence to his resolution 
such as this ** in order of priority of establishment in regard to the 
other divisions as may be determined by an unbiassed committee then 
his resolution would, I am sure, obtain the unanimous consent of the 
members of this Council. '* 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I have every sympathy with 
the object of the learned movec of this resolution, namely, that a medi¬ 
cal school may be opened in the Chittagong division, hut why this hot 
haste, I do not know and cannot follow. It has just been stated by the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govem- 


member of that committee. Thus Chittagong will be fully aod thoroiigiily 
rapresented on it by Aunada Habu who is an able speaker. Chittagong 
cannot say that it is not represented on^i'j^^^ijimittee. The mover of 
the resolution also cannot say that as Chitlago^ is not represented, 
its needs will not be properly represented. If Annada Babu can satisfy 
the committee, I am quite confident that a medical school will be opened 
in the Chittagong division. Then, again, we have come here not to 
consider the needs of any one particular district. The money that is 
provided in the budget is for the whole of Bengal and the iieods of one 
district after another should not be considered separately. We should 
consider Bengal as a whole. Let the needs of the whole of Bengal come 
before us. liot the committee report that medical schools should be 
opened in so inany districts and we may consider the needs of the other 
districts afterwards. Let the'report of that committee be considered 
by the members of this Council. The hot baste that this matter must 
be disposed of to-day is not at all reasonable especially in view of the 
fact that, as I have already submitted to this House, Chittagong is fully 
and properly represented on the committee. I therefore have every 
sympathy with this motion, but 1 strongly oppose t^e idea that this 
matter should be disposed of to-day. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I suppose that the 
consensus of opinion of this Council is that a medical school in Chitta¬ 
gong is an urgent necessity. The question is—shall we pass the resolu¬ 
tion to-day or shall we wait the pleasure of Government? We know 
that we have passed hundreds of resolutions this session to which iiu 
effect has been given, and this may be one of them. There is no reason 
whatsoever that because a committee is sitting or that Government is 
considering the proposal that we shcmld postpone the matter. ’We shall 
do our duty now. As matters stand at present, we are absolutely 
powerless. A resolution means merely an expression of opinion on the 
part of the Council. Until we aiv in a position to enforce our decisions 
on Government, these resolutions are practically useless except as 
expressions of opinion. The previous speakers have spoken in favour 
of the establishment of a.medical school at Chittagong: so why not have 
vit passed to-day? By merely passing this resolution we cannot force 
Government to give effect to it. Therefore, there is absolutely no harm 
whatsoever in passing it to-day. It is said that the committee's report 
will come before Government; you may be sure that it will not come 
before us. The fact that the committee is to consider the priority of 
other divisions is no reason why we should not express here our emphatic 
opinion that there should be a medical sc^hool established at Chittagong. 
How we should remember that Chittagong is a frontier district. If any 
division requires a medical school at all, it is Chittagong before any 


Mr. PRA8ANNA REB RAIKAT: I feel it a great pleasure to rise to 
support the resolution which has just now hepn moved by Shah Syed 
Emdadul Haq. My e|^^iaA^^cnd has traversed the whole ground 
very lucidly and I donot think that I have got anything else to add. 
Moreover, this siibject has been discussed, debated and laid threadbare 
from time to time both by the press and on the platform, and I believe 
Government has by this time realised the need and utility of the opening 
up of such institutions all over the province and is taking steps to bring 
about the desired end. 

But yet I cannot but add a few words to wbat has been said and 
done along this line considering the importance of the subject and tbe 
slow and* indifferent way it has so long been dealt with. In iny bumble 
opinion the question of sanitation is closely connected with and inter¬ 
dependent upon the establishment of medical institutions in the country. 
The Government being the custodian of public health must first of 
all, above all others, look to this matter. Here the question of finance 
should not stand in the way as far as possible, as it affects tbe health 
and life of the people. Is not the Government aware of the fact that 
thousands of our brothers and sisters are being carried away every year 
due to the prevalence of malaria, cholera and other such fell and conta¬ 
gious diseases in Bengal villages, to combat which no adequate arrange¬ 
ments have up to this time been made by the Government? Another 
point which I want to impress upon the members of the House and tbe 
Government is this; there are many villages in Bengal where we cannot 
find a single well-trained doctor and medicine eycopt illiterate village 
Kavirajes and self-made physicians. You can well imagine what harm 
is being done by these quack doctors. Is not the public morally respon¬ 
sible for j;his sort of lamentable things in villages, where so many inno¬ 
cent lives are being removed prematurely due to the ignorance of men 
under whose care they are delivered? One cannot fail shedding tears 
looking at the horrible scenes in villages where so many poor people 
meet death simply for want of proper treatment and medicine. Now, 
as malaria, cholera and other diseases are eating into the vitals of our 
community and there is not a sufficient number of doctors to combat and 
cope with these diseases, it is desirable that Government should take^ 
early steps to establish medical institutions all over the province. On 
behalf of my constituency, I wo\iJd most emphatically urge the Govern¬ 
ment to establish such a school at Jalpaiguri also as early as possible. 
I would ask the Government to pay special consideration to my district 
as it is well-known that Jalpaiguri and the neighbouring places known 
as Terai and Alipur Duars are hot-beds of malarial and blackwater fever 
and there are not sufficient doctors to combat them. 

Many of our boys, though strongly desirous of going through medi- 


situated too far from one another. Instead of establishing^ secondary 
schools of the present day for manufacturing clerks, if more medical 
institutions are established then, I thinkjp-lq^iog benefit would be done 
to the community. 

I resume my seat with these few words. 

Mfi Da C* CHOSE * 1 cannot help thinking that my friend, Bai Jogen* 
dra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, has made a most unjustifiable attack upon 
Government by insinuating that while we are crying for more medical 
schools, Government are doing nothing in this direction. Nothing can 
be farther from the truth than to suggest this. What are the facts 
regarding this question ? In the month of Februaiy or March last—1 for- 
get the exact time—1 moved a resolution in this Council drawing the 
attention of Government to the very small number of qualified medical 
men in the province and asking Government to establish medical scrhooU 
for training doctors intended mainly for the rural areas. The Hon’ble 
the Minist|f in charge of Bocal Self-Government took a most sympathetic 
attitude towards my resolution and it was passed by the Council. Within 
a fortnight or three weeks of the passing of the resolution, Government 
appointed a representative committee to go into the whole matter, viz., 
where these schools should be established, what should be the curriculum, 
who should be the teachers and what should be the initial and recurring 
expenditure. The committee were asked to go into (he question thor¬ 
oughly. The committee met four of five times; and 1 must bring it to 
the notice of the Council that while my friend, Babu Aunada Charan 
Duttu, is moving resolutions asking for medical schools here, there a*id 
everywhere, he is doing his duty us a member of the committee for 
he has attended only one meeting, so far. The committee hayc come to 
some tentative conclusions. These have been sent to tbe Minister who, I 
am sure, is giving his best consideration to them. 

The Committee meet again on Monday next and will reconsider their 
tentative conclusions. Under these circumstances, I am surprised that 
Bai iTogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur should say that Government are 
doing nothing in the matter. Surely, it is a travesty of language to say 
so. h'rom what I have stated 1 am sure hon’ble members will realise 
that it is no good going on with this resolution. As a matter of fact, I 
know and I can say to members of this Council that the Hon’ble Minister 
himself is anxious to give effect to the recommendations of the committee 
so far as it lies in his power to do so. In fact he had asked the committee 
to hurry up and submit an ad interim report and that is why the committee 
had submitted some tentative proposals. 


Khan Bahadur MtulviWASIMUDDIN AHMED: What I intended 



Tha Hon’Iila Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAS I jtist want to 
make one or two observations witb regard to this resolntion. My task 
has been very much lig^ter^diiy one of my friends on the left. The 
committee which is sffSg at present was appointed at his Instance and 
my hon’hle friend has been taking a leading part in its deliberations. As 
my friend himself has informed you, an ad interim report has been sub¬ 
mitted and I think it is right and proper here to state that Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawardy, a member of the committee, has been taking very great 
pains in connection with the work that is before the committee. He has 
gone very thoroughly and very carefully into the whole question and has 
submitted an elaborate and carefully thought out report. I have gone 
through it and have rend the tentative proposals which have been sub¬ 
mitted to Government. I have asked the Public Works Department to 
test the estimates of Dr. Suhrawardy with regard to the building opera¬ 
tions of these schools. There is another part of his recommendations 
which affects the teaching in these scJiools, and I have asked the com¬ 
mittee to reconsider this matter, as the committee consists of a number 
of distinguished medical men. Therefore, a.s my friend has ^hinted out, 
it is a travesty of language and an act of gross unfairness to Government 
to say that they have been remiss and idle about this matter. I am most 
anxious to present to this House the report of the committee and to put 
the financial proposals for giving effect to those recommendations in the 
ensuing budget which will he laid before you. My friend, Mr. Travers, 
has just pointed out that it is the policy of Government to establish medi¬ 
cal schools in each division. He has suggested Hajshahi and my friend 
over there has suggested Jalpaiguri as the proper .place for the establish¬ 
ment of a medical school in the Rajshahi division. Government will 
have no objection to having two schools in the Bajshahi division, if the 
people wotild come forward with sufficient local support and hospital and 
other equipments. The more medical schools we have the better for 
the country. There is a deplorable lack of qualified medical practition¬ 
ers and Government realise the fact fully. They are anxious to remove 
this complaint or minimize it, consistently with its financial resources. 
Tlierefore, the position is this—here is the ad interim report of the com¬ 
mittee which in its two branches is being considered by two departments 
of Government. Financial proposals will be made with regard to that 
report, and I am most anxious to include them in the budget of the ensu¬ 
ing year and ask this House to vote a grant. As the matter is under con¬ 
sideration, it is obvious that it would be premature for this House to come 
to a decision. My friend, Rai Togendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, has 
observed: “Why should we wait on the pleasure of GovernmentP** 
Nobody asks him to do so. As a matter of fact, the question is not now 
under the consideration of Government; it is in the hands of the com¬ 
mittee ; and I say it would be an act of discourtesy to the committee and a 


to come to a decision at tlus stage. I would ask the House to reject this 
motion; and if my friend will not withdraw, I, on behalf of Goyemment, 
must oppose it. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; l confess we have been 
placed in a very awkward situation. I also come from the Chittagong 
division. As the mover of the resolution who wants a medical school to 
be established at Chittagong- 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; I rise to a 
point of order. You were about to put this motion before the House 
when I got permission to say what 1 had to say on behalf of Government. 
You now ask another member to speak on the resolution, hut'I thought 
that after 1 had spoken no body would rise up and speak; that was at 
least my impression. I subrnFi that that is not the practice. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I move that the question be now put. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Bai Bahadur, 1 think you may go on. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; As the mover of the resolution 
does not intend to withdraw his motion, what will happen it it is passed? 
Will it not bind the committee which w going to sit on Monday next? 
Will it not hind them hand and foot? If the motion be rejected by 
the Council, the result will be that the commitlee will not be able to 
discuss it with reference to Chittagong. No doubt there is a necessity for 
such schools in Chittagong and other place.s, and the question of 
priority has to be discussed. But if we decide the point here, I doubt 
whether the committee will he able to disucss it again and their position 
will be very awkward. For these reasons I appeal to my friend, the 
mover of this resolution, to withdraw it for the present. 

ThO DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I understand that Bahu Annada Charan 
Dutta wants to make a personal explanation in this connection, and I 
accordingly give him leave to do that. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: My friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, has 
had a fling at me for my absence from the meetings of the Medical Com¬ 
mittee. The only thing which I want to state here in this connection is 
that when I got the notice of the first meeting of the committee, it was too 
late and physically impossible for any man to come from Chittagong to 
attend that meeting. The last meeting was held without any notice being 
sent to me, for this I sent a formal complaint to the Hon*hle Minister; I 
believe Mr. Ghose knows this, and, if in spite of that a polished speaker 
like him blames me for my non-attendance at the meetings of the Com¬ 
mittee, I cannot help it. 





Mr. W. L. TRAVBR8: May I suggest that the following words 
be added at the end of the resolution ?— 

"in order of priorit^^f establishment to be determined by an 
unbiased and impartial committee." 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : I allow you to do that. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May I know under whai rule this amendment 
may be allowed P 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I am permitting Mr. Travers to 
move his amendment under the proviso to section 37 (2) (Standing Order 
30) of the Bengal Tiegislative Council Manual, which provides ** that 
the President may, in his discretion, admit at any time any motion at 
shorter notice than that prescribed by any order, or may admit a motion 
without notice." 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: May I inquire whether 
an amendment can be moved if it is objected to by any member of the 
House? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Ordinarily it cannot be. but I would 
draw the attention of the Kumar to section 77 (7) (Standing Order 68) 
under which the President can suspend the order and allow the amend' 
ment. I, therefore, allow the amendement to be moved. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I would ask my friend, 
Mr. Travers, to remove the objectionable word "unbiassed" from the 
amendment. I am sure the proposal is under the consideration of the 
coinmitlep which is, T presume, unbiassed, and it is bound to be so. As 
there is only one member on the Committee who is biassed for Chittagong, 
it cannot be said that the committee as a body is likely to be biassed. I 
would therefore suggest that the word "unbiassed" be removed and the 
words "Standing Committee " anhslitiited in its place. 

Mr, W. L. TRAVERS: 1 agree to the omission of the word 
" unbiassed " only. 

Professor 8. G. MUKHERJIS What about the word "impartial"? 
Will it not reflect on the committee? 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERSs I do not see any necessity to remove ^hi^ 
word. I DOW move that the question be put. 

MEMBER in ehtrge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 

Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler): The amendement adds to the confusion. 
I would draw the attention of the House to the. fact that the amendment 



Th« DEPUTY^PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
** this Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps be 
taken to open a medical school in the Chittagong division.** 

Since when an amendment has been moved "^at the foll</’^1ig^1»e 
added at the end of the resolution, viz.f ** in order of priority of estab¬ 
lishment, to be determined by an impartial committee/* the question 
1 have to put to the House is that that amendment be made. 

A division was then taken with the following result 


AYES. 


Ahmstf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watimuddin. 
AH, Munthi Amir. 

Ali, Munihi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandskar. ' 
Charmakar, Baku Raalk Chandra. 

ChoM, Rai Bahadur dogtndra.Chundsr. 
Haq, Shah Sy«d Emdadul. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 


Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi FazluL 
Mukh«rji, Profvtsor a C. 

Nakty, Mirza Muhammad Ali. 
Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan, 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lab 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdua. 
Travars, Mr. W. I.. 


NOES. 


Addy, Baku Amulya onana. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Emaduddin. 

Ahmad, Munthi dafar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tba Han'bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Batu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Bhattaaharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Biat, Mr. E. C. 

Bompaa, Mr. C. H. 

Boaa, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ati, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohan, Mr. D. d. 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Day, Hr. 0. C. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Duval, Mr. H. F. 

Franoh, Mr. F. C. 

ChOM, Mr. D< 0. 


Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Karr, tha Hon'bla Mr. d. H. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Muhammad Erthad Ali. 

Malllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mftra, Rai Bahadur Hahandra Chandra. 
Mittar. tha Hon'bla Mr. P, C. 

Mukhorjaa, Babu Nitya Dhen. 

Naskor, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlewan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd«ur. 

Robinson, Majer-Contral W. H. B. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. • 

Roy, Mr Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Burandra Narayan. 
Stophonson, Mr. H. L. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Wllilami, Mr. C. Addama. 


Qooda, Mr. t. W. | 

The Ayes being 16 and the Noes 4.3, the inofion was lost 


Ths DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I now 2 )nt the original motion to the 
House. It nms thus: *^This Council recommends to the Government 
that immediate steps be taken to open a medical school in the Chittagong 
division.” 


Tha Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA:Thi8isnot, Isub- 
mit, correct procedure. The mover having accepted the amendment, the 
proposition before the House is the original motion with the amendment 


Til# DEPUTY-PRESIDENTs No; that is not correct. The motion 
was that the amendment be made. That was lost. The original motion 
still awaits the decision of the Council. 

■^^dyHsionnan A’'i^l?iginal motion was taken with the following 
result 


AYES. 


Afni. Nawcbtmda K. M. Khan eahadur. 
AhmM, Mselvi Rat UMin. 

Ahmtd, Munthi dafar. 

AHi Munthi Amir. 

Ali| Munthi Ayub. 

Amamuddin, Maulvi Knandakar. 
Bhattathafji, Babu Htm Chandra. 
Charmakar, Babu Ratik Chandra. 
Chaudhurii Rai Nartndranath. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadtv. 

Oats, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

OhoM, Rai Bahadur Jaetndra Chundtr. 
Mae, Shah ty«d EmdaduL 


Huq, Maulvi Bkramul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi FastuL 
Nahty, Mina Muhammad All. 
Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Otb. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shtkharttwar. 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lak 
Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Blnsh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu taitaja Nath. 
Saiam, Khan Bahadur Abdut. 
•uhrawardy, Or. Nattan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huatyn Shahood. 


NOES. 


Addy. Babu Amulya Dheno. 

Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watimuddin. 
Ahmod, Maulvi Ataharuddin. 

Abnwd, Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mehamtd. 
oantrjta. th« Hen'blo Sir lurtndra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bitt, Mr. E. E. 

Bompat, Mr. C* H. 

BotOi Mr. S. M, 

Chaudhuri, tho Hen’blo the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, 
eohon, Mr. O. J. 

Oat Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

00 , Babu Kanindralal. 

Ghoto, Mr. 0> 0. 

Qoodf, Mr. t. W. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Korr, tbo Hon'Mo Mr. d. H. 


Lang, Mr. 4 , 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burd van, 
tho Hon’bio. 

Malllk, Babu lurondra Nath. 

Narr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahondra Chandra 
Mittor, tho Hen'blo Mr. P. C. 

Mukharji, Babu tatith Chandra. 
Mukhorji, Prefotsor S. C. 

Naokor, Babu Horn Chandra.' 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. . 
Rahim, tho Hen'blo fir Abd-ur. 
Robinten, Major41onoral W. H. B. 
Sarkar, Babu Riohindra Nath. 
Stophonson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Whoolor, tho Hon’bio Sir Henry. 

WiHlamt, Mr. C. Addamo. 


The Ayes being 27 and the Noes 36, the motion was lost. 


Allotments to reserved and transferred subjects. 

Babu .8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: ''This Conncil recommends 
to the Gowernment that at least 40 per cent, of the total revenues of this 
province be allotted for being spent by tbe Hransferred’ departments, 
excluding sucb sums as might, have to be allotted to tbe Public Works 
Department for works of construction and maintenance in connection 
witb the 'reserved’ departments.” 

I have no doubt that very little argument is required for its acceptance 
by the non-official members of this House. T have also equally no doubl- 
that no amount of argument will be sufficient to convince tbe Govern- 


importance to ns, I do not propose to make any very lengthy speech by 
making long quotations from Beports and lllnc Hooks. SiifBco it to 
say that neither the Government of India Act, y> ^he Devol ution R^ es, 
nor any of the holy codes of officialdom lays down anyTlSWWlfSBfirtule as 
to in what proportion should the entire revenue of the province be divideH 
between the two departments of the Government, viz., the reserved and 
the transferred. The matter is absolutely open. 

During the last budget discussion, I drew the attention of the House 
to the most unjust and inequitable division of the revenues between the 
two departments. I am sure there was not one Indian who did not feel 
this injustice just as keenly as myself . We were t^en new to the situa¬ 
tion’, and so, I must frankly confess, the menihors here could nof do much 
nor could we expect much from our Ministers then, to remedy this 
grievous wrong done to us. According to figures supplied to me by my 
bon’ble friend Mr. Man* (I do not kn«)\v whether he will rise to a point 
of-order for calling him my friend), I find that the total revenue of the 
province budgeted for this year was Rs. 10,47,95,000. Out of this total 
only Bs. 3,98, 67,000 or about 3Tper cent, was allocated to the transferred 
departments, t.c., the departments transferred from the tender care 
and love of the Government which have been kept reserved only for the 
other. But, Sir, this amount of Ba.’3.98,67,000 is not really what this 
God and Government forsaken departments actually got. From it you 
have to deduct Bs. 75,20.000 that is the rough figure Mr. M.arr has given 
me which was smuggled into it through the Vublic Works Department— 
a branch of the ti*.ansferred—with the aid of a questionable fiction, vie., 
that the monies allotted for buildings for the reserved departments are 
to be considered as monie.s allotted to the transferred departments because 
they have only got to be spent through the latter. This artificial method 
of angmeniing the total amount is only an eye-wash. Actually, there¬ 
fore, only Bs. 3,23,47,000 was allotted to the transferred departments 
out of the total of Rs. 10,47,95,000. By a simple rule of arithmetic in 
which, I fear; I am not proficient T believe this works itself out to only 
30 per cent, of the whole. As this is unquestionably unjust and impro¬ 
per, T have taken it upon myself to move this resolution by asking for 
40 per cent, only in place of 30 per cent. I* do not think that regard 
being had to the vast amount and urgent character of our present-day 
necessities, any claim could have been moi*e modest and more considerate. 

This is a demand which I am making, for what ihe Hon*hle Minister 
in charge of Sanitation and Self-Government has so aptly styled as the 
nation-building department. Our necessity for materials for building 
up this vast national edifice is unquestionably great. No Reformed 
Government is worth the name unless there is any 'desire on its part to 
pay greater attention to the acute necessities of the people in the shape of 
better sanitation, broader education and better facilities to the people 
for having at least one square meal a day. I therefore think that there 
be nn queetinn'nbout the propriety of demand which has to be 



met from the very taxes paid most largely by those very suffering, 
ignorant and starving people themselves. 

It cannot be questj^'^ed that the poorer sections of the agricultural 
pcople^W7fll9ltifl?u'ffio^^argely to the finances of the State. This is“not 
merely my own assertion, but is the deliberate opinion of Mr. O’Connor, 
late Uirecitor-Ueiieral of Statistics, as given in his note. The question 
therefore net^essaiily arises whether they get back sufficient value for 
the money they pay. 

The answ’er to this question I do not propose to give on my own 
responsibility. It is best supjilied by the admissions of the Governn)ent 
itself made in their own reports in these departments of popular service. 
Let me take item by item. 

Regarding Sanitation: At page VII of tbc Annual Administration 
Report for 1918-19, T believe every one lias becu supplied with a copy, 
there is this unavoidable admission, viz.^ “Malaria of a severe”—we call 
it a deadly type—“also prevailed causing a largely augmented death- 
roll.” This is an admission of the Government itself. As a result 
mainly of these adverse factors as well as of unfavourable economic con- 
■ diiions, the death-rate for the Presidency rose from 20 to 88 per 1,000, 
7.e., 50 per cent, increase. Let us pause and think over this. Sir, 
during the last 80 years the officially recorded ’death-rate in India shows 
an increase from 28 to 8G per 1,000 and in Bengal according to that 
report it bas gone np to 38 per 1,000 in 1918-19, but it is significant 
that during those 80 years, England has succeederl in bringing down her 
death-rate from 20 to 15 per 1,000 and it is certainly less to-day. 
These fa(!tH give a clear answer to the question whether sufficient efforts 
have been made and whether sufficient money has been spent by the’ 
Government for better sanitation in a province in which in 8 out of 26 
districts the death-rale is very much larger than the birth-rate and where 
the people have justly been called a dying race. In this connection, I 
ndght say that the only practical work that the Government does is to 
give quinine to the people to sell it. It is a shame to Government that 
by selling quinine in such a lamentable country and to such a dying race 
it is getting increased profit eveiy year and in the year 1918-19 the net 
profit was Rs. 10,68,000 by the sale of quinine, in 1919-20 it rose to 
Rs. 5,39,000, in 1920-21 it rose to Bs. 7,62,000. This is efficiency indeed. 
Even a national calamity has been made a paying business and blood is 
being squeezed out of dry bones. This is unquestionable efficiency of 
a high order! 

I come to the next subject—Education—again depend on Govern¬ 
ment Report, namely, the report of Mr. Biss on primary education 
which is a very worthy and instructive document. In this report, a copy 
of which I am sure has been supplied to all members, you will find at 
page 58 that Bengal is very far behind Madras, a province which 


and local bodies in providing* schools for people. The percentaj^es of 
public institutions are—Bengal 6*9, Madras 2G *9 and Bombay 80*7 
per cent. Facts speak for themselves, no amouiii^^^i^niieiitcunsti^id 
in face of them. Even the most able and oloqiientimiinfWf^Winiot be 
able to get out of this difficulty when the facts are so inconvenient to 
them. 

The report further says “that the existing expenditure on primary 
education, low though it is in India as a whole, is deplorably low in 
Bengal as compared with other provinces.“ While in Bombay Rs. 12*9 
is the average annual amount spent for educsiting a boy it is c>iily Rs. 3 *5 
in Bengal. Then, again, the expenditure from provincial resources, is 
distvihiited over the whole of the po 7 )ulation (hen it averages ’*029 per 
head in Bengal and •2(>5 in B()mbay, /.c., 9 limes more. Is it not clear 
then in all conscience that moi'e money has to be spent in Bengal by 
Government for educating. 

Then, Sir, I come to the questi»>n regarding Agriculturo, Irrigation, 
etc. The facts are still more disappointing. In these departments 
everything remains to be done while tlio ecoifoinic conditions arc getting 
more distressing every day. Jjet the Government say with its hand on 
Its heart (if it has any) how much has been spent by it during the last 
25 years on irrigation, drainage and imitective embankments. The 
Administration Bej>ort of 1918-19, at page VI, frankly admits that as 
regards irrigation the work is rather defensive than irrigation proper. 
Excellently evasive phraseology has no doubt been very cleverly invented 
for the purpose. “Defensive*^ in this case means negative which means 
“ inactive “ In that report and there it has been said that “ drainage 
and control of river courses are the main linos of activities.^ May T 
ask, what has been done in this direction during the last 20 yvarsP I 
answer this que.stion. It is very, very little, if nothing. Eet the 
Government contradict this by giving facds and figures. T am sure they 
will not find the task to be at all encouiuging. 

Regarding Industries: What has been' done? A remarkable pro¬ 
gress has been made, indeed? In the face of the fact that there is little 
or no industry in the country worth the name a number of officers, six 
or more on fat pay, enjoying good travelling allowances and with no work 
to do have been appointed and a house has been hired in Free School 
Street on Ra. 4,000 a month and for the partitions and fans of which over 
Rs. 3,000 was sanctioned this year. Really a worthy successor of the 
now famous Munitions Board. Considerable industry has been spent 
indeed in making this busy beehive which requires ruthless destruction. 
Is this the method of helping a poor country for its industrial regenera¬ 
tion P 

Sir, I do not like to take up more time by going into further details. 
It is abundantly clear that we must have more money for the transferred 


the Government can refuse this demand —** ourselves first must be 
our watchword and battlecry. 

c*^i£j^QLthis com^jgi^^a I must say that I expect the Hon'ble Ministers 
to throw^o9*'Snheaitatinffly their official mask and suppoi-t us with all 
the weight of their position. It is for giving them facilities for their 
respective works that I am moving this resolution. If they get more 
money, they will he able to justify their existence better. They will 
be able to be of more use to their motherland to secure more co-operation 
from the public in tbeir work. If we get this demand we, on our side,, 
shall also be able to get more value out of them and our attachment to 
them would naturally increase. Tjet them therefore decide their correct 
course of action and support the demand. They are here to fight our 
battles and I am sure they would not be found wanting. My intention 
is to strengthen the hands of our Ministers who must insist on getting 
more money for us if they really mean to represent onr interests and 
serve the cause of our motherland. Sir, during the last budget discus¬ 
sion, I expressed my regret (this very regret) that the budget was framed 
on the old traditional lines in the matter of the allocation of the provincial 
revenuee. The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr in reply to that was pleased to point 
it out (and I iiuote his words) that “the Beformed Government had to 
deal with the budget in less than a week and the Ministers, as sensible 
men, bad to accept the situation; they could not raid the reserved 
departments and grab money for schemes on the transferred side.*' Ex¬ 
cellent plea, indeed! It is for this reason that we, as sensihle men, did 
not find fault with our Ministers then. On that occasion they were new 
to the office; the ropes were not in their hands. Why should we quarrel 
with our own men, our own trusted leaders? That is the reason why I 
have givon notice of our demand in sufficient time and months before to 
signify our desire as regards this matter, so that there might be no ques¬ 
tion of delay or any misapprehension about it: and we ask our Ministers 


not to be so sensible or modest this time. They must be prepared to raid 
the reserved departments, if necessary, when the time comes and if they 
fail or hesitate to do that then they will be wanting in their duty and lose 
our support. And it will be then for us to lend our support to them. 

With these words, I beg to place this motion before the House 
for its acceptance. I have made a very modest demand of 10 per cent, 
more than we have given, namely, Bs. 323 lakhs; and that is all I earnest¬ 
ly hope that the members who have got the true interests of the mother¬ 
land and of the broken-hearted and dejected people suffering from malaria 
and in every way almost in a wretched condition who require uplifting. I 
hope you will lend your helping hand to your suffering brethren in the 
struggle for existence, so that our Ministers^may spend more money. 
With these words, I commend my resolution. • 


Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I whole-heartedly sup- 


departments. Without funds nothing can be done. We must exist 
first and then think of other things. Yesterday’s debate showed what 
amount is necessary for effecting sanitary improvements. The improve¬ 
ment of the natural drainage of the province rS!l(Rl«PwbApn(fff8&nt 
of money and there are projects ready. We must be prepared to spend 
a large amount for the improvement or rather the lestoration (if the 
natural di’ainage of the counti*y. Then we require a very large amount 
of money for the supply of good drinking-water. Yesterday my friend, 
Br. Moitra, asked for a grant of Rs. 13 lakhs; and we see that that amount 
will be necessary if we really are determined to improve tlie supply of 
good drinking-water. Can that be denied? Then (’omes the question 
of medical relief; the eradicating of malaria and the taking of aneasures 
for suppressing proventible diseases are matters which require a large 
amount of money. Then comes agriculture—^though I do not place 
much importance on theoretical education as regards agriculture. 
In other civilised countries, much has been done by the introduction of 
scientific agriculture; but in India, though she is under the Govern¬ 
ment of one of the most civilised nations on the face of the earth, agri¬ 
culture is still in its primitive state. Over 9 per cent, iu India live on 
agriculture, hut what have we done for them? We have done nothing 
practically. Though in Bengal we Spend some amount of money still 
a greater proportion of it is swallowed by experiments and travelling 
allowances and high salaries of officials; but nothing is spent for the 
practical improvement of agriculture. As regards education, whether 
we should spend much fur theoretical education or not or whether we 
should introduce compulsory education or not, are open questions, but 
what is certain is arrangements for imparling vocational education are 
urgently needed. The question of unemployment and the difficulties 
of the middle classes stare us in the face. For these purposes ve 
require much money. It will not do to say that the transferred depaii- 
ments are getting 30 per cent, as, of this, a crore or more is spent by 
the Public Works Department. It is only mythical and of no practical 
use. For various departments, building works are necessary and all 
these things taken together are shown as an allotment of a very heavy 
sum for the Public Works Department. I do not care if a large amount 
is spent by the Public Works Department. But what I C/are for is that 
arrangements should be made for our existence. If these things are to 
be done, the question arises how they can be done. My friend, 
Mr. Mallik, demands a very modest proportion, viz., 40 per cent, which is 
not much. Out of 10 crores he wants a little over 2 orores for education 
alone. Under the present arrangement, it would require over a crore. 
Again, *a large amount of money was set apart and was granted by the 
Government of India for. the improvement of sanitation—^I believe it 
was about a crore or so. This year we have, however, spent everything 


money should be frittered away, and nothing should be done for matters 
which are necessary for the very existence of the people. 1 congratu¬ 
late my friend, theu^er, that such a proposal has been brought at 
this budget is prepared, let there be a division: let 

us know what amount can be spent in this way, and then we can formu¬ 
late our proposals, and think cif some pi’actical measures for sanitary 
improvements, agriculture and so forth; but do not at the last moment 
say that so much is necessary for police, justice and other things and 
that practically nothing can be reserved for the improvement of educa¬ 
tion, agriculture and sanitation. Bo, 1 think, it is high time that defi¬ 
nite arrangements should be made. We should know what we can 
expect for purposes of sanitation, agriculture, education and especially 
for vocational education. Then only can we proceed smoothly and we 
can be of some use to the public. Often we are asked for wbat eartbly 
purpose we have come to the ('ouncil. I confess that we can* give no 
proper rejdy. We are always faced with a heavy deficit aiid we are 
always pressed for making arrangements for additional revenue, but 
we C4in do nothing for measures which can be of real benefit to the 
people. 

With these observations, 1 whole-heartedly support the resolution. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: When I first went 
through the long list of resolutions on the agenda, it stnick me, that 
most of them, or at any rate the major portion of them, were inopportune 
and untimely; and 1 included the resolution under discussion amongst 
them. That is to say, I considered it rather inopportune, because I 
thought that the proper time for considering the ratio of expenditure 
of public‘revenues, by the different departments, would be the budget¬ 
time. Ilut I confess, I have changed my mind and my reasons are these 
for doing so: First of all, we have no hand in preparing the budget- 
estimates, and further, we have to grojic in the dark in discovering the 
principle on wliich the ratio of expenditure between the transferred 
and reserved departments is fixed. Last year we were told by the 
Hon’ble the Finance hfemher that the ratio of expenditure between the 
transferred and reserved departments was 36:66. I remember to have 
said in my budget-speech, that there was nothing to show on what prin¬ 
ciple that ratio was fixed and the Hon^ble the Finance Member had 
nothing to say with regard to that point. Then, it strikes me, that it 
is really the transferred departments with which we are most concerned; 
they have been described either seriously or sarcastically as the '*nation- 
building departments.” Whether we shall be able to build up an 
” Indian nationality ” or not, it is certain, that we must live as a race, 
and we cannot allow our people to be decimated by the scourges of 
malaria, cholefa, kala-azar, etc., or to allow our people tb die like flies. 



and it is time we should put forth all possible efforts to save this race. 
Then, the second point is, that if we have to live like men, i.e., civilised 
human beings, we must have to spread educatipn and to combat the 
dense illiteracy of the masses. With regard to^^^?(lSI063K^*^our 
position is very ludicrous. I can mention one instance. You all know 
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of ICducation is an amiable and 
accommodating gentleman. With regard to a village school, with 
which I am connected, 1 brought to his notice that the school was in 
a very bad financial position on account of the falling-off in the number 
of scholars due to the non-co-operation movement and told him that 
it would not at all be difficult for him to help the school with Ks. 1,000 
or even Rs. 500. Do not you think, geuilemeii, tluii it is extremely 
ridiculous that the Minister-in charge of Education of a province like 
Dengal could not spare even B-s. 500? I approached the Director of 
Public Instmction and also the Inspector of Schools and th\is through 
the whole rungs of the ladder, with no hetter result. That is the posi¬ 
tion of ** Education ” and with I'cgard to “ l*riniary Education,” the 
learned mover has pointed out our position and I do not think it requires 
repetition. Our position is ridiculous in another way. We have got 
our popular Ministers, but are these Ministers really popular? What 
work can they initiate? What new projects can they take up which 
are c^alculated to improve the sanitary, educational and industrial needs 
of the people? What tangible good cun they render to the people, 
to justify themselves P Really their position is pitiable. Oui* popular 
Ministers have become unpopular. If they had funds, if they could 
initiate projects, which might be appreciated by the pe{)ple; they 
could capture the imagination of the people, and this outcry against 
the ” Reforms ” would have been silenced to a great extept. It is 
said that we have control over the purse; hut what kind of control have 
we over the purse? Now the purse is empty so our control is nil. If 
the reserved subjects swallow the main portion of the revenues over 
which we have no control and if item after item goes to the non-voted 
list of the budget, if our Ministers have to put their demands at very 
low figures, what is the meaning of our voting the “supplies”? No 
doubt tlmt becomes meaningless. We are fully alive to the good 
intentions of the Government, hut unless thoso good intentions are 
translated into action, they never catch the imagination of the people 
and such intentions are never appreciated. You are aware, Sir, and the 
whole House is aware, that when these popular Ministers are 
approached by the people for removing any grievance, the only answer 
that the Minister can give is this: You have to tax yourselves and raise 
loans. (“ Here,” “ here.”) Wemust raise taxes, if necessary, and we 
are prepared to incur loans, if such loans are needed, but not before we 
have spent the last available pie of our revenues for the good of the 


concerned with the available revenues, and the question is how the 
available revenues should be disposed of. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Member has got to m^e provisions for maintaining the reserved depart* 
mems HUil' ityti iiArifliyTney have to be kept up that is also necessary 
for good government and administration of the country. There is a 
good deal of force in that, but it is absolutely necessary, that there 
should be retrenchment all round. The other day His Excellency 
referred to certain items of retrenchment, but 1 think they do not go 
too far. There should be ruthless retrenchment in all departments, if 
we are to save the situation. We are faced with a huge deficit and 
unless we set ourselves about the task of retrenchment and avoidance 
of wastage, 1 do not know where we should stand. It has been pointed 
out by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri that last year or rather this 
year, a large amount of money which was earmarked for the nation¬ 
building departments, such as education and sanitation, was eaten up 
or swallowed up by the reserved departments. It is for that reason 
alone, that I find that during this session, and the last two sessions, 
motions were proposed with regard to the formation of a retrenchment 
committee. But those motions never came up before the Council for 
discussion—unfortunately they were balloted and placed at the bottom 
of the agenda. You know full well that even in England after the 
war, there was a great outcry against wastage, and there was an anti¬ 
waste campaign. Such a campaign should be organised in the province 
of Bengal and after applying the pruning knife to all the departments 
we sliould see where we stand aud then and then ouly can we resort to new 
taxes and loans, if necessary. But if you allow the present, state of 
things to continue, we will starve the nation-building departments, and 
we stop the beneficial projects which are appreciated hy the people and 
which will do real good to the people. If we can carry out those pro¬ 
jects then and then only can we justify ** ourselves ” before the people 
and say a few words in favour of the Beforms, which have been depre¬ 
cated by a certain section of the people. In my humble opinion, as Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has pointed out, my friend, the mover of the 
resolution, has placed the ratio rather at a very modest figure. He 
demands 40 per cent, for the transferred departments; I think 60 per cent, 
would be the proper figure. However, as in the last part of the reso¬ 
lution, he has put down that the expenditure under the reserved depart¬ 
ments, which are in the hands of the Public Works Department should 
be excluded and after excluding that amount, the available revenues 
should be divided into this proportion of 40 and 60 per cent. 

I think that if this is done, then what I am going to suggest comes 
to this, the transferred departments will have about 60 per cent, and the 
reserved departments a little over 60 per cent. I cannot vouch for the 



Then, Sir, it ie very curious that not only the country but this 
House too demands more money, on every conceivable subject. I ask 
you to go through the list of resolutions—1 am sure that most of them 
will not come up for discussion—and you will 

resolutions demand a large amount of outlay; the rest being about 
miscellaneous subjects or subjects dealing with retrenchment. That 
being the case, I would submit that this resolution, which has been 
moved so eloquently by my friend, Mr. Mallik, should be accepted 
whole-heartedly by the House. Of course, I do not know the mentality 
of the official members with regard to this subject. 

Here the member having reached the time-limit had to resume 
his seat. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS This is really a resolu¬ 
tion which should have been moved by our responsible Ministers them¬ 
selves in the sanctum sanctorum of the Bengal Cabinet and perhaps 
there would have been no occasion of moving it here if we could be 
certain that our own Ministers have properly represented the case of 
their departments. Even this debate they find uninteresting and honour 
us by leaving the Council for perhaps a smoke outside. (Cries of 
“order,*' “order.") It is already the end of November and the budget 
must have already been drafted. But have the Ministers discussed with 
their Standing Committees or with any other member even informally as 
to what amounts are likely to be available for their departments or is it 
more likely that they have settled down to that placa'd slate of content¬ 
ment that the reserved subjects should have priority and they must he 
satishod with the crusts and crumbs, the refuse of the high table of the 
reserved subjects? May be the hobby of n united front has cart’icd them 
SO far. Our Ministers are our representatives and very able representa¬ 
tives and we sincerely hope that their ability would not consist in mere 
acquiescence. We expect them to strive to secure adequate funds for the 
long-neglected departments which for us hold in trust. Whenever 
proposals for retrenchment emanate from the innermost circle we have 
always found that education and sanitation suffer the most, while 
expenses over the police and genei-al administration go on as merrily 
as ever—^rather more merrily. Even under the ancient regime in the 
pre-war days, the present transferred departments used to get over 
30 per cent, of the total money available. But when war broke out and 
retrenchment was the cry, what did we find? What were the depart¬ 
ments most retrenched—education and sanitation. The proportion 
allotted fell to about 20 per cent., while the money spent on the police 
went on mounting. It is a sad lesson we have learnt. And we are 
afraid that now again when .money is scarce and retrenchment must be 


the Teiy wording as their import. It is quite possible that the allooa* 
tion of the exact proportion may not be feasible or practicable. More 
may be giren or a little less. But the principle underlying must be 
aifflVlAjii. funds must be made available for the depart¬ 

ments which have been transfeiTed to our responsible Ministers. 

Mr, BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: First of all I must congratulate 
the hon’ble member for placing this resolution before the House and I am 
sure that in doing so he voices the opinion of the whole country. It is 
no use denying the fact that tlie most unnatural and injudicious distri¬ 
bution of the departments of the Oovernmtmt into transferred and 
reserved subjects has been tlie most vulnerable point in the constitution 
and the opponents of the new constitution have directed their strongest 
criticisms against this system. The most important departments of the 
Government such as the departments of sanitation, education, 
industries and agricultnre have been transferred lo our Ministers. These 
are nation-building departments as the hon’hle nionibers more than once 
repeated, but these are the departments which have been most neglected. 
We, thq representatives of the people, demand in their name that this 
indifference must not bo (joniinued. I am glad that reaction has already 
set in. Whenever the Minister in charge of the Department of Sanita¬ 
tion is approached with any proposal to take any step against malaria, 
he at once says—“Let me have money and I shall drive out malaria.” 
We are not prepared to listen to these sorts of answers any more. Money 
must be placed at bis disposal. It is no use talking of schemes and of 
preventive measures without money. Money must come, hut where 
sliall it come fr-om? From the nation ? “No, we are already over¬ 
taxed.** We are an impoverished nation. We must not he taxed 
again. The next alternative is the retrenchment of our expenditure or 
a judicious distribution and readjustment of our revenues. Money must 
come from the favourite departments of G{>veniinent—the reserved 
departments. If the Government wants to make the Reforms Scheme 
a real success, they must join hands with us, the repre.sentative8 of the 
people. They must help us in strengthening the nation-building depart¬ 
ments and convincing the people outside that the aim of the Legislative 
Council and of the Government is one and the same—the moral and 
material advancement of the people of Bengal. 

With these words, I beg to support this resolution, which I do think 
is not feasible in practice but I support it on principle. 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is with feelings 
almost akin to a pang that I rise to oppose the resolution which has been 
moved by my hon*ble friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. Everybody 
realises the urgent necessity for education, sanitation, medical relief, 


more and do with much more—and there remainn no doubt in any con> 
science that we require all the money we can swallow. But it seems to 
me that the remedy does not lie in our pussiu^ resolutions hxing a per> 
centage, but showing where too much is being spehYv^adbsd:2SB!nv*^Rn 
retrench so that more money may bo available for the Ministers. I am 
only too sure that the Ministers will be prepared to raid ibe leserved 
departments, and I am not so certain that they have not attempted to do 
so already. But while we ask for money for the tvaiisferred departments 
and for irrigation and famine relief, which by some freak still remain 
reserved subjects, while we demand moTiey for what we call “ourselves," 
I cannot imagine how we can choose to forgot that the cost of genenil 
administration and adminisiration of justice, jails, police,, forests, 
stamps, land revenue, pensions, stationery, etc., have still to he met and 
the work in these departments has still to be carried on—and I cannot 
bring myself round to consider that these dt^partuieiits do not form part 
of the great “ourselves.” Moreover, among the items of expenditure 
on the side of the reserved departments there are pensions to the tune 
of 44 lakhs and the assignment to the (lovornment of India to the tune of 
a crore and a half which imturally raises the percentage and which, I take 
it, we have to submit to, whether we wish it or not. I need not quote 
facts and figures, but it may not be out of place to point out here that 
there has been an increase of expenditure on education, medical relief, 
public health, industries and agriculture of the sum of Rs. 19 lakhs, 
18 lakhs, 10 lakhs, 7^ lakhs and .‘1^ lakhs, r<‘spcotiv<dy—iufiuifcsimnl, no 
doubt, for our needs but such as speak well for the grabbing tendencies 
of the Minister evinced so soon after the app(»in1ineiit to their offict*. On 
the side of the reserved departments the jnain increases are lls. 7A laklis 
on watei-ways which we welcome, of R.s. 27 laklis on the police that we 
deplore, condemn and otherwise suspect and to investigate which a com¬ 
mittee is sitting, and on the miscellaneous side of Rs. 64 lakhs which 
represent the increase of pay to ministerial officers and that mysterious 
term—Home Charges. The department of the administrutiun of justice 
also comes in for its share of Rs. 6 lakhs on a general expenditure of 
Rs. 1,38,40,000. The figures alarm us and with our waning confidence in 
the principles of justice as administered in Bengal, it is a sum that 
scarcely seems commensurate with .the advantages we desire from it. 
Nevertheless, it seems to me that the sole way to solve the problem is*to 
suggest retrenchments by means of responsible committees and confer* 
eiices on the side of the reserved departments and even of some transfer¬ 
red departments and take hold of all the surplus that we can possibly 
rake in—we may even try our best to apportionate the surplus which is 
not yet ours, hut which we are eagerly looking forward to. This may 
give even more than 40 per cent, or may give us less. We cannot pos¬ 
sibly fix a percentage without onr making definite allegations and showing 


not be able to feed departments already overfed and tbe Ministera them¬ 
selves on the pain of a vote of censure will be on the watch to protect our 
interests. Therefore, Sir, much as we sympathise and ardently sym- 

of the resolution, much as we should like to 
increase tbe percentage, if possible from 40 to 80 per c^ent., and yet find 
and say that that is not enough, we cannot possibly support the resolution 
as it stands. 1 only wish that this resolution had been of a nature of a 
recommendation, and a strong recommendation to Government so to 
adjust finances that more is given to transferred departments than has 
been accorded to tliem bitberto. Members have acknowledged fhat it is 
not feasible—in fact, I am not far wrong if I consider that Babu Surendra 
Nntb Mallik is one of the very few wIjo believes in it whole-beartedl(y 
and it is scarcely up to us to pass a resolution which we feel cannot be 
put into practice. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK:! rise to a point of order. He 
has absolutely no right to say that I do not believe in it. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I am afraid be has 
not followed me. I said that he is one of the very few who believes in 
it. To those members who think like me that we ought to pass only, 
such resolutions as can be put into practice and that we are prepared to 
back those rcsolulions with our whole might, if indeed the Beformed 
Council possesses any might at nil, such as might force the Government 
to actept them, then, Sir, to such of ns as are prepared to vindic^ite the 
honour and prestige of the Council and to see that its mandates are 
obeyed, there is no course open but to oppose the resolution regretting 
intensely all the while that we have to do it, as we are in entire sympathy 
with the spirit which underlies it. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I welcome this 
resolution. It is a very important one and ought to be dealt with very 
carefully. When we come to the Council, we formulate our resolution, 
press them upon the attention of the Council with a hope that they should 
be carried. Many resolutions have been accepted by Government and 
also carried in this Council, but in the terms of the Calcutta Review, 
they are so many pious wishes and nothing more than that. What is 
the reason of this? We ascribe it to one fact only, namely, that the 
finances of Government are weak, and therefore, these resolutions are 
of no weight at all. I had been in the old Council and I am also in this 
Council, Over and over again we are bringing to the notice of the 
Council and to that of Government that some effective steps should be; 
taken when we put forward our resolutions. The resolutions themselves 
are many in number and what do they mean P They mean so many 
grievances on the pai’t of the people and they are not likely to be redress¬ 
ed unless there is sufficient money in the hands of Government. Two 



several difficulties. In preparing our budget, we experience them most. 
But may we not at tbe same time ask Government to find some money as 
has been suggested by Babu Surendra Kath Mallik ? Let us consider for 
one moment where the difficulty lies in meeting his 

are framed on the traditional lines, but cannot some improvement be 
effected by adjusting qur finances in a proper way ? Can we not provide 
for 40 per cent, as has been suggested P Is there any difficulty in the 
way? If we look to the budget of expenditure one cannot disagree with 
me that the object can be attained by a little careful adjustment of esti¬ 
mates. 

The other day I moved in the Council a resolution for the encourage¬ 
ment of vocational education; it was accepted very kindly by the learned 
Minister in charge of Education, but what effect has been given to it? A 
mere pious wish on the part of a Minister or on the part of Government 
will not be sufficient for that purpose. Every one knows that it is 
highly necessary that vocational edticaiion amongst the people should 
be encouraged but there is great difficulty (as I find from practical 
experience) in meeting the money that is required. So the resolution Las 
ended in a pious wish and nothing more, but if money can be secured by 
an appeal to the Minister, the wish would have been materialised. When 
I put the resolution before the Council, I was told that effect would he 
given to it. My friend, Babu Amulya Bhone Addy, asked tbe learned 
Minister whether effect would be given immediately or not, the Minister 
was not'in a position to answer the question, and simply said as soon as 
funds were available. Why did he say so? I do not blame him for it. 
I sympathise with him. 

Now, Sir, look to the question of irrigation. Ton will be surprised 
to hear from me that only 83,739 square miles are under canal irrigation, 
but compare it with the figures in other provinces. What is the reason 
for the great difference ? 

In Government resolution we notice that improvements are needed 
in the Agricultural and also in the Sanitation Department. Nothing 
practical has been done. I must thank the Hon’ble Minister for taking 
steps in this direction, although those steps are only on paper, and nothing 
more than that. Communication to the subordinate officers or a lecture 
on the subject will not satisfy the people or will not satisfy us. What¬ 
ever subject I am to touch upon I find that no improvement has yet 
been effected and what is the chief cause? Want of money. 

Every member who has spoken was in favoui* of more money being 
set apart for tbe use of tbe transferred department. What is the 
universal complaint? A want of money. I need not dilate on the 
subject, but I can say emphatically, categorically and affirmatively that 
Government should take immediate steps in this connection to meet 


Council, boih officii and non-official, to give their best attention to his 
resolution and to consider whether his suggestions are acceptable or 
not. Are we to be told that this very modest amount of money cannot 

on the nation-building departments? Unless 
you do that you can have no chance of satisfying the public. 

Now, let UH look to the most important of alUquestions—Education. 
Cun it be said that everything possible is done for the furtberance of this 
great object? People complain that the salaries of high officers, who 
least need it, have been raised, but was it not your duty to increase the 
pay of the junior ministerial officers proportionately to the increase of 
the pay of the superior officers? There is a universal complaint that 
Goverinnent cannot find money inasiimch as money has been diverted 
to iiHirease the pay of the members of the Indian Civil Service. I am 
sinniking frankly in this Council and slating what is really the popular 
belief. This Government did its best to explain our financial position to 
the Goveniment of India, but what came out of it? The result has 
been very disoouraging hideed, and, in consequence, you cannot move 
an inch, liut that does not help mutters at all. When wc go back, 
what shall we say to our constituency in the district? The universal 
e.omplaint is that the Keformed Council is doing nothing, and our inabil¬ 
ity to finance the schemes which are approved of and passed by the Council 
lends a countenance to this accusation. 

It is for these reasons that I have spoken rather warmly before the 
Council to-day, I whole-heartedly support the resolution which hag 
been moved so eloquently with facts and figures by my fnend, Jhibu 
Surendra Nath Kallik. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): r am afraid 1 must begin by describing Mr. Mallik’s resolu¬ 
tion as gravely unconstitutional. I do not su))pose the adjective will 
frighten him, hut I shall go on to show that it is so unconstitutional 
that it would be impracticable to carry out under tbe constitution as 
it stands. In effect this resolution is a proposal for a separate purse 
aud I need not remind the Council that tlie proposal—^the members who 
have read the discussion in conneclion with the Reforms Scheme know— 
for a separate purse was considered very carefully by all the authorities 
which dealt with the drawing up of the details of the Reforms Scheme 
and was eventually rejected by I’arliament. The separate purse scheme 
was based on the theory that the Ministers should be given a certain 
share in the revenues of the province and then told to do as best they 
could with it; the rest of the money was to be reserved for the reserved 
departments. That scheme was rejected mainly owing to the opposi¬ 
tion displayed towards it by Indian opinion, and Parliament, in its 
wisdom, has started us off on a joint-purse system under which the 
money required, for the various departments, whether transferred or 


Devolution Buies—under which we are working, the framing of the 
budget proposals for expenditure in regard to irausfened and 
reserved departments is a matter for agreement between that part of 
Government which is responsible fur the admiuisti’a^tne*v£rJj3C-^^^?rB> 
ferred subjects and that part of Government which is reH|X)nsib1e for 
the administration of the reserved subjects: and, hitherto, in 
the Bengal Govemincnt we have been able to work in accordance 
with the provisions of those rules. When we were framing the 
budget last year and when wo have been framing the supplementary 
estimates from time to time we sat together—the Members of the 
Executive Council and the Ministers—and discussed the relative urgency 
of various schemes for which demands were put forward by the various 
departments. We adjusted the demands to the money available and 
then we come to a decision ns to the demauds which wei'e to be placed 
before the Council for provision of funds. XTuder these circuiustances, 
1 was astounded to hear Bahu Nibarau Chandra Das Gupta say that 
tlie Mijiisiers had no hand in the preparation of the budget. The 
functions of the Legislative Council in regard to the budget are also 
governed by tlio statute. No member of the Legislative Council, no 
member of the House of Commons is able to initiate any proposal for 
expenditure. The function of a member of the House of Commons and 
a member of this Council is to decide wliethcr the demands that are 
put before them by Government are to bo granted or not. Well, as 
1 said, that is the way we have framed our budget hitherto by discussing 
the demands of the various departments at a joint meeting of Members 
and Ministers. This is the procedure which the Devolution Buies 
contemplate. There is, of course, a further rule that if tlie Governor is 
satisfied that there is no hope of agreement within a reasonable time 
between the Members of his Executive Council on the one hand, and 
the Ministers on the other, as to the allotment of funds between 
reserved and transferred departments, the Governor may allocate the 
revenues and balances of the province between reserved and Iranaterred 
subjects by specifying the fractional proportions of the revenues and 
balances which shall he assigned to each class of subjects. I 
do not know whether Mr. Mallik has any proposal of that kind in 
his mind, hut I imagine that a Governor who had to take action 
under this rule would find himself in a somewhat difficult position. It 
would not be x>ossible for him at all events to take 40 per cent, or any 
other percentage a priori^ but he would have to judge on their merits, 
the relative needs of the various departments just as the Members and 
Ministers do at present at a joint meeting presided over by His 
Excellency the Governor. 

My first point then is that this resolution contemplates a procedure 


Hj next proposition is that this system of working by percentages 
as between the reserved and transferred departments of Govemment is 
not only unconstitutional but also unsound. I think it was Lord 
itauuv^iMi a former Chancellor of the Exchequer; who suid 

that he hated decimals) because he could not understand the dots. 
Well) 1 hate percentages because it seems to me that they are very 
misleading and tend to take us away from actual facts. That is parti¬ 
cularly the case in regard to the percentages whicdi have been quoted 
in reference to the allocation of funds between transferred and reserved 
departments. The Hon’Me Sir Henry Wheeler dealt with that point 
very fully in his speech during the budget debate. I would only renaind 
the Council that Government as a whole is one, and the finances of the 
province as a whole are onb) and it only confuses issues and raises false 
issues if we talk of arbitrary proportions and percentages between 
reserved and transferred subjects. As Sir Henry said— 

The fact remains that the reserved subjects are those upon which very largely the 
whole structure of Government rests and that they are of as equal importance to 
those in charge of the transferred subjects as to the Members of the Executive 
Council and indeed to all members of the Tjegislative Council also. 

He went on to deprecate the tendency to view the question uf finance as 
one of distinct sides. Tt will be admitted that there are certain items 
of expenditure which it is essential for any civilised Government to 
underiako. There is the question of police, the courts, the magistracy, 
and so on. These, it is inevitable, must have the first claim on the 
revenues of Government. Whether Government have provided too much 
for objects of that kind is altogether a different matter, but it must be 
admitted that in allocating revenues, we must provide for the elementary 
duties of a civilised Government. 

Mr. Mallik calls our existing allocation unjust. I went into that 
question during the last budget debate, and I showed that we had to 
take over the administration as it stood on the day when tfie new Govern¬ 
ment was formed. We could not at that time begin by cutting dtown 
the items of expenditure on the reserved side of Government and starting 
a whole lot of new schemes on the transferred side. We took over the 
Goyemment as a going concern, and we had to keep it going. That is 
the basis on which the budget of the current year has been framed and is 
being administered. I would only notice one other remark of Mr. MaDik 
that the budget is all eye-wasb in regard to the treatment of Public Works 
expenditure. It is not eye-wash at all. The budget is built up on 
certain heads which are prescribed by the Comptroller-General. The 
Public Works Department is administered by a Minister who is respon¬ 
sible for tbe oxi^enditure—whether that expenditure is incurred on 
police buildings or on schools or on hospitals or anything else. It is 
expenditure on the transferred side and must appear on the transferred 


tbat it is rather drawing a red herring across the trail to call our simple, 
honest budget eye-wash. 

Now, what are the arg^uments to which we hav ^ lis tened to-night 
from nearly every speaker who has dealt with the ’t*nink 

they may ^ very briefly boiled down into two propositions. The first 
is that the transferred departments want more money. With that I 
heartily agree; no one knows it better than I do: for owing to our 
present flnancial stringency, I am constantly compelled to turn down the 
demands of Ministers for mo^t excellent schemes in the transferred 
departments. The second proposition, however, is that the money 
which is required can be found by reducing the grants of the reserved 
departments. To that proposition, I am afraid, 1 am unable to give my 
assent and I shall endeavour to'give my reasons to the Council. As to one 
of the main reasons why we find it diflinult to agree to this projiosition, 
Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has supplied very good illustration. 
He demands in the first place 13 crores for sanitation and then goes on to 
ask for unnumbered crores for agriculture and industries, unemployment 
of the middle classes, and so on. Looking into the budget you will find 
that the 13 crores which he wants for sanitation considerably exceeds our 
annual income. So it is obvious that at any rate we cannot find the money 
that Kishori Bahu wants by raiding the reserved departments. Conse¬ 
quently, the remedy suggested in the resolution is of no use to Kishori 
Babu and to people who think like him. The Council may ask me what 
we c.an do for people who feel honestly that they arc not doing their duty 
by the country owing to the want of funds. I am afraid, I can only quote 
the authors of the Reforms Scheme and refer such people to the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Report where this point was discussed. The authors of the 
report said that they looked forward to an enormons expansion of the 
activities of Oovernmeht in all directions when the Reforms Scheme came 
into force, but they added— 

We are bound to recognise that in time new taxation wiM be necessary, for no 
conceivable economies can finance the new developmoiits which are to be 
anticipated. 

That I am afraid is the only answer that can be given to the views which 
have been expressed by the majority of the speakers this evening. 
Mr. Mallik is more modest. He has only asked for a little trifle which he 
thinks will come to about 95 lakhs, but which I think will really come to 
more—^probably li crores; However, that is a matter of detail. Anyhow, 
I want to get away from these annoying perc^entages. In hard figures 
Mr. Mallik wants the reserved side of Government to be cut to the extent 
of a crore or a crore and a half and that amount to be placed at the dispo¬ 
sal of the transferred departments. Now Mr. Mallik has had some expe¬ 
rience of retrenchment committees and he also had some opportunities, 
during his visit to Simla, of studying the details of our financial position, 
and I should he surprised to learn that he is prepared to'ju^fy an imme- 



diate retrenchment of one crore of rupees or so in the reserved depart¬ 
ments. 1 think he understands, as well as any other member of this 
House, that retrenchments in large and important services such as the 
pSRSS^ Tto VAiogiBbfecy, and so forth, cannot be effected by a stroke of the 
pen. Mr. Suhrawardy has indicated the proper measures for dealing with 
questions of retrenchment of this kind, and it is a fact, us is known to 
the Council, that these measures have already been initiated. There is an 
important committee sitting at the present moment dealing with 
questions of retrenchment in the Police Department, When that com¬ 
mittee are going to produce their report I do not know; but if they can 
effect any retrenchment in the Police Department, the money thus 
saved will be available for other departments. But that money is not 
yet in sight. On the other hand, we have been doing some retrenchment 
work ourselves. As His Excellency told the Council the other day» ve 
have been driven to the course not merely of considering but of actually 
bringing retrenchments into force ourselves. He told the Counml that 
we have decided to cut the budget of next year by Ks. 89 lakhs as 
compared with the budget of the current year. The Standing* Com¬ 
mittees will have an opportunity of seeing the departmental budgets 
according to the rules, and it will be open to them to make any suggestion 
that they can for further retrenchments, and I, for one, would be glad 
to have suggestions foi* any feasible measures of retrenchment 
that the Standing Committees or anybody else may put forward. Out 
of this sum of Ks. 89 lakhs which we have already decided to retrench 
next year, it may interest the Council to know that no less than 71 per 
cent, is made up of retrenchments in the reserved deparments, .that is, 
treating the Public Works Department on the lines indicated in the re¬ 
solution. The retrenchment of Ks. 40 lakhs which we are making owing 
to our decision to take up no new buildings next year would be divided 
between the transferred and reserved departments according to the 
programme of buildings. Leaving out the programme of buildings 
altogether, 83 per cent, of the retrenchment is on account of reserved 
subjects and 17 per cent, on account of transferred subjects. I think 
the Ministers will agree that we are treating the transferred depart¬ 
ments very liberally in the matter of retrenchment next year. I further 
claim that we treated them as fairly as we possibly could in framing 
our original budget and in framing our supplementary estimates in 
the course of the year. That, I think, shows our willingness to accept 
the principle that the transferred departments do require more money 
and that it is our business to p]*ovide more money for them if we possibly 
can. I claim that we have taken action to help the transferred deparV 
ments as much as we possibly can, and that is probably the principle for 
which Mr. Mallik is contending. But I cannot accept the resedution as it 
stands, because in the first place, it is unconstitutional and oimnot be 


on certain departments, wKicli are technically reserved departments but 
which 1 should prefer to call essential departments, to a much greater 
extent than we can undertake or than it is reasonable to expect us to 
undertake. For this reason, I am sorry I cannot aco^f" iflS'i^Sbiution. 

Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: At the outset, 1 desire to 
say that 1 welcome this resolution and welcome the discussion that has 
ensued on it. I have just had the great pleasure of listening to the inter¬ 
esting observations that have fallen from the Hon’^ble Mr. Kerr, the 
Finance Member. As far as I have been able to follow him, 1 find him 
to be of the opinion that the proposal of Mr. Mallik is gravely unconsti¬ 
tutional. I do not know whether this resolution in any way militates 
against any principle that has been laid down in the report of the Joint 
Committee of Parliament, which must be taken as the basis of our consti¬ 
tution. Then he thinks that we should consider the Government purse 
as a whole, and not divided in two parts. I do not think that this pro¬ 
posal in any way suggests that wo should have two purses, or that the 
Government really thinks it is really divided into two parts,—one a 
popular Government ond the other bureaucratic Government. It is not 
perhaps good to divide the purse in that way. The purse still remains the 
same, but there will be the allocation, and an allocation has been made 
in the budget that so much is for expenditure on the transferred depart¬ 
ments and so much for the reserved departments; and I do not think 
lhat if we ask for a certain amount of increase or the transfer of ^ certain 
sum fi’ora the reserved departments in order to replenish the funds of the 
transferred departments, that in any way suggests the division of the 
purse into two for the two branches of Government. I take it in this 
way. Suppose there are two brothers in a joint family they have»to meet 
their expenditure separately, the head of the family allots a certain sum 
to each brother separately, I do not think it can be contended that there 
are two purses from which the money comes. As far as I understand the 
position, we have at present Ks. 3 crores 27 lakhs allotted to the trans¬ 
ferred departments; added to this is Rs. 60 lakhs for Public Works which 
is spent separately by the Public Works Department in connection with 
items relating to the transferred subjects, that comes to Rs. 4 crores 
78 lakhs and if a further 10 per cent, of the total revenue be added to it, 
it will be about Rs. 1 crore, though I understand from the Hon*ble Mr. 
Kerr that it may come to Rs. 1 crore 50 lakhs—that comes to Rs. 6 crores 
78 lakhs. Taking the revenue at 10 crores 47 lakhs, it comes to a little 
over half the sum, hut I think having regard to the fact that the Govern¬ 
ment is divided into two, even if we have half the sum allotted, no 
injustice will be done to the reserved departments because I think it will 
be admitted that it is the intention that the two departments should be 
run successfully.. The transferred departments, which have been brought 
into existence for, and which, it is the intention of the Gdyemment should 


in the same position as the reserved departments. It seems to me .that 
40 per cent, which Babu Sureudra Nath Mallik has proposed, is not the 
sum to which we should definitely commit ourselves, although I welcome 
the pfo/teitel sense that it has raised this question for the considera¬ 
tion of Government and it will ultimately lead to fair and equitable dis¬ 
tribution of the money at the disposal of the common fund. I think we 
might consider the financial position of the country and of the Govern¬ 
ment from another point of view, and that is this: that this Ks. 1 crore 
for sanitation will not be at all sufficient for the work which has been 
entrusted to the Hon’ble Minister. All that is now required is that a 
certain sum of money should be placed at the disposal of the transferred 
departments in order to enable Government to raise loans to finance 
projects of sanitation, education, irrigation, etc. The Hon’hle Mr. Kerr 
has adumbrated the idea of extra taxation; if this suggestion is accepted 
—but I am afi'aid that the whole country will raise the utmost opposition 
to this proposal, as it will make the lleforms most unpopular—there is 
sure to be some surplus. Nothing will n)ake the Hefonns more un¬ 
popular as the proposal for the imposition of additional taxation at the 
present moment; that is the very thing which the opponents of the 
■Reforms have been harping on ever since the Reforms Scheme was pro¬ 
mulgated. It occurs to me that the Government should seriously consider 
the proposal that has been made not only in some commercial quarters, 
but also by the non-official members regarding the feasibility of raising 
loans—not for the purposes ' of ordinary administration but for 
reproductive schemes of development and improvement and discard the 
idea of additional taxation. 

I think the financial stringency may be to some extent overcome by 
this method and ample funds placed at the disposal of the Ministers. 
How that can be done Is a question which requires the very careful consi¬ 
deration ol Government and I am sure that, in this matter, the Hon’ble 
Ministers will heartily co-operale with the Government and bring for¬ 
ward proposals as early as possible before the Council, Before I sit down, 
I desire to say that the opposition of the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr to this propo¬ 
sal, as far as I understand it, is due to the fact that he will be unable, as 
he himself says, to meet expenditure in connection with the police, the 
magistracy, the courts and other necessary expenditure, in order to 
maintain the administration of Bengal. All that I can say with reference 
to this is that the Government has already accepted certain resolutions 
for the purpose of scrutinising the expenditure and to reduce it and to 
effect economy as far as practicable. X hope that the report of the com¬ 
mittee will show that a substantial reduction has been made in the police 
budget, and that the committees which httve been ai^ointed, and which it 
is also proposed to appoint with a view to scrutinise expenditure in other 


at the disposal of the Ministers, who will then be able to embark on Ta> 
rious schemes which have been suggested from time to time in this Coun¬ 
cil during the last 10 months. I do not know whether we can get any 
information on this point at the present time, but there are only* four 
ihonths left for the budget to come up before this Council and the Council 
ought to be in a position to know before that time what reduoiioQ the 
Committees have been able to effect under the various items which have 
been entrusted to them. 

With these words, I most heartily support the resolution of Bahu 
Surendra Nath Mallik. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: As I am anxious that this 
matter should be finished I do not propose to reply at length. I will only 
reply to the Hon’ble Mr. Ken* when he says that this measure is gravely 
unconstitutional. I do not accept this as it is not supported by any 
authority; except his own ipse dixit. 1 have read the section many 
times over, there is nothing in it which reveals that this motion is in 
any way repugnant to the section. The section says that the Members 
and Ministers at a meeting will come to an agreement regarding the 
allocation of funds between the resei'ved and the transfen'ed depart¬ 
ments, and if they fail to agree, the Governor will do it. How can this 
suggestion of giving 40 per cent, to the transferred departments con¬ 
travene the section P If you cannot find out a better argument against 
me, do not cloud the issue by saying that this is unconstitutional. This 
is merely raising a cloud, nothing more. Supposing that the Ministers 
and Members sit together and there is this allocn-ton before them to 
guide their deliberations, is there anything unconstitutional in that? 
Supposing they cannot agree, it goes to the Governor and he has this 
suggestion before him, and if he wants to give effect to it, is th^rc any¬ 
thing unconstitutional in that? Why, then, raise an is(||ie which ought 
not to be raised? The fact is, you do not like to give money. I did 
not expect to hear from a gentleman of the Indian Civil Service for’whoin 
I have the highest respect, who, apart from his ability, has, I hear 
always maintained a sympathetic attitude, that the police and the magis- 
ti*acy have the first claim on the revenues of the State, and that this is 
so in every civilised Government. I do not for a moment accept this, 
that the question of the prevention of a high death-roll is not one of the 
first duties of the State—only the police? Only repression? Is this the 
first duty? We require more money, on the admission of th<‘ grand old 
man of Bengal, to help us in our death struggle; we are a dying race, 
and yet you want more money to put into the pockets of the police ? Is 
that the proper view to take P Are the police and the magistracy, the 
first thought of the Government? You must allow us to live and then 
repress us by the police or increase the number of magistrates who will 
send people to jail for one year for offences under section 504. Is that 


in all piarts of the provinoeP Gome down from your superior attitude, 
help us in our difficulties, be our elder brothers; by this means, not by 
a bureaucratic attitude, will you gain the love and esteem of the people. 
I do not want to say anything more; I leave it to the good sense of the 
Council. 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR: May I say one word in explanation of my 
remarks about the police and the magistracy? 1 said nothing at all 
about repression. What I meant was that the elementary duty of a 
civilised Government is to maintain law and order, and it is only when 
they have secured that object, that they can afford *to consider schemes 
possibly of a very beneficial iiaiure, but not possessing the same element 
of essentiality. 

The resolution was then put to the Council and declared carried. 


Nautical Institution for Bengal. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I beg to move this resolution 
with a slight verbal change which, I take it, I have got your permission 
to insert, and which runs thus:— 

^‘This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken by Government to start a nautical institution for Bengal at Chitta¬ 
gong, or some other suitable place in Bengal for the training of seamen 
and officers.’’ 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I ask the House whether there is any 
objection to allowing this alteration in the resolution. 

As no objection was raised, the Deputy-President called on Babu 
Annada Charan Dutta to continue. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: In moving this resolution, 1 
do so with a sort of sad feeling that, after practically 200 years of rule 
under the British Government, one has got to move such a resolution only 
for a very modest beginning in order to start the people of Bengal in the 
line of a maritime career. Time was when Bengal with its natural 
facilities always was in the forefront of maritime activities. Bengal 
with its sea coast, its majestic rivers and safe harbours has, from time 
immemorial, always induced its people to be sea-faring. Imagination 
need not be stirred by the brilliant deeds of Prince Bijoy who founded a 
kingdom in Ceylon—nor to the colonisation ol Shubarna Dwip (Java- 
Sumatra) by the Bengalis—nor even to the Bengal merchant marine fur¬ 
rowing the deep and establishing trade relations with Home and other 
places in the West and China and Japan in the East, nor to the shipping 
activities during the Morya period. As late as 1664-65, Saistakhan, the 


won the nayal battie of Kattoli at the motith of the Kamafulli off Chitta¬ 
gong, as a result of which the port of Chittagong, known then as Orande 
Port, passed from the Arracanese and his ally, the Portuguese, to the 
kfussalmans. Captain Heath with a fleet of 10 or 11 ships could not 
seize Chittagong in 1689, as the place was strongly held. About a 
century after in 1760 the district was ceded to the English by Mir Easim. 
Our present masters were and are the foremost in the art of nayigation, 
and the yery secret of their b^ing the holders of the first and most 
powerful Empire on the face of the globe on which the sun neyer sets 
is to be found in the same factor. 


Adlournment. 

There being no quorum, the Council was adjourned till Monday, the 
28th Noyember, 1921, at 3 r.M. 



Proc60ding8 of the Bengal Legislative Gouneil assembled under the 
provisions of the Governibdnt of India Act 

Thk Council assembled at 3 p.m. on Monday, tbe 28tb November, 
1921, in the Oouifcil Chamber, in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 

Present: 

The Deputy*President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 91 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answer^were given). 

Ministerial oflloers. 

*XXXIV. BMiu FANINDRALAL DE: WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in chur^^e of the Department of Finance be pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been taken in connection with the resolution of the 
last session on the revision of the pay of the ministerial officers P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Kerr): The member is referred to the reply to a similar question 
asked by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta at this session. 


Deputy Director of Agriculture. 

*XXXV. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the tour programmes 
of the Deputy Director of Agriculture for the Presidency Division for 
the months of June, July, August and September, and also the amount 
drawn by him as tour allowances in each of these months? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the total 
amount spent on tbe Agricultural Depaitment from the year when the 
Department was started up to the year 1920, specifying the expenses 
made in the year when the Department was first started and in the years 
1910 to 1920? 


MINISTER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 



(6) The Agricultural Deparinieut in Bengal was established in the 
year 1884. Since then the constitution of Bengal was changed in 1903 
and 1912, and Bengal as now constituted is different from what it was 
before. In the circumstances the figures for the years anterior to 1912 
will be misleading; nor are they readily available. The figures from 
1912 onwards are as follows:— 


1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 


Rs. 

3,49,731 

4,62,064 

5,09,606 

6,90,583 

6,74,480 

6,17,376 

7,62,099 

8,36,169 


Tour Programme of the 
referred to in 
No. 


Deputy Director of Agriculture^ Western Circht 
the reply to clause (a) of starred qxiesti&n 






JuMB, 1921. 




6tU 


Leave Sealdah, - 

IMI A.H. 

Arrive Baraact 

1]>51 A.M. 




Barasot 

12-25 p.M. 

II 

Sealdali 

1-9 p u. 

7th 

4 ••• 

I* 

Howrnh 

4*20 F.M. 

11 

Suri 

9-54 p.M. 

8th 


»i 

Siiri 

9-24 A.M. 

11 

Howrah 

4-15 P.M. 

12th 


11 

Howrah 

4-20 P.M. 

11 

Suri 

9-54 p.M. 

iSth 

• •• 

It 

Suri 

9-24 A.M. 

II 

llowrab 

4-15 p.M. 

14tl> 


Leave Howrah. 


Arrive 

Makalpur. 

• 



1) 

Makolpur. 


11 

Howrah. 


16th 

• •• 

n 

Calcutta. 


11 

Chinan ra. 




11 

ChiuHura. 


11 

Calcutta. 


16th 

• •• 

11 

Calcutta. 


11 

Haraaet. 




11 

BaraaeL 


11 

Calcutta. 


17th 

• •• 

11 

Howrah 

6-24 A.M. 

11 

Burdwan 

9-28 A.M. 



11 

Burdwan 

3-1 p.M. 

11 

Howrah 

4-89 p.M. 

18th 

• •• 

Calcutta to Toliyganj, Rusaa, Bostarnghata imd back. 

19th 

• •• 

Calcutta to Kaaba, Mullahati and back. 

9 


20th 


Calcutta to Barui, 

Goragachi and back. 



2l8t 


Calcutta to Bariaaa, Sodepur and back.' 

1 


22 nd 

••• 

Calcutta to Biuthi, 

, Bou Hooghly and back. 


27tb 

• •• 

Leave 

Sealdah 

1-42 p.M. 

Arrive Banaghat 

8-36 p.M, 



11 

Banaghat 

5-41 P.H. 

11 

Sealdah 

7-23 p.M. 

28th 

••• 

Calcutta to Panihati and back. 













Jolt, 1921. 


Slid 


Leave Calcutta. 


Arrive Manoharpar, Jadabpiir aud 
back. 

3rd 


- »» 

Howrah 

6-40 A.H. 

tl 

Aniarpur. 




'« 

Aioarpur. 


tl 

Howrah 

7-46 P.M. 

4th 

• • • 


Sealdah 

8-36 P.H. 

It 

. Berhampore 3-27 A.M. 

5tl) 

• •• 


BerliHtnporc 

8-57 A.M. 

11 

Sealdah 

3-31 P.M. 

9tli 



Howrah 

5-40 A M. 

tl 

Chinsura 

7-36 A.M. 



M 

ChiiiBura 

10-7 A.M. 

11 

Howrah 

n-44 A.M. 



It 

Howrah 

7-6 P.M. 

tl 

Suri 

6-.35A.M.(10tli), 

10th 

• •• 

tl 

Sari 

9-11 p.if. 

II 

Howrah 

7-0A.M.(inh). 

12th 


Calcutta to Keorapukur via Old Ballyganj, Sodepur 

and hack. 

13th . 


Leave Howrah 

12-14 P.M. 

Arrive Chiiisuro 

18-26 P.M. 

14th 

• •• 

Calcutta to Naldaria and back. 




15th 


Calcutta to Bnrrackpur aud back. 



16th 


Calcutta to Uudge-Budge and back. 



17th 


Calcutta to Jagatdal, Araclii and back. 



18th 


Calcutta to Baranagar, Dakahmeswar, Bolgharia and back. 

20th 

• •• 

Leave Howrah 

12-14 P.M. 

Arrive Chinsura 

13-26 



a 

Chinsura 

16-41 

11 

Howrah 

18.36 

2lHt 

• •• 

n 

Howrah 

6-0 A.M. 

It 

Bolpiir 

1U.42 A.M. 



tl 

Bolpur 

16-20 

tt 

Howrah 

21-25 

22nd 


11 

Howrah 

9-36 

«i 

Bankura 

16-33 

23rd 

• •• 

»» 

Baukara 

23-25 

11 

Howrah 

V-0 A.H. 



tl 

Howrah 

9-36 

II 

Burdwan 

13-43 



tt 

Burdwan 

14-37 

tl 

Howrah 

16-15 

23rd, 24th 


Leave Soaldah 

20-36 

Arrive Borhampore 

1 3-22 A.M. 



tl 

Berhamporo 

8-5? A.M. 

II 

Soaldah 

15-7 

24tli, 25tli 

• 

II 

Sealdab 

21-10 

It 

Khulna 

3-52 A.M. 



!♦ 

KImliia 

16-51 

tt 

Sealdah . 

22-67 

26th 

• •• 

It 

Soaldah 

14-15 

11 

Krisliiiagar' 

16-55 



11 

Kriahiiagsr 

20-19 

II 

Sealdah 

0-21 

27th 


It • 

Howrah 

10-0 A.M. 

11 

Midnapur 

13-7 



It 

Midnapur 

15-9 

It 

Howrah 

19-5.5 

29th, 30tli 


II 

■Sealdab 

10-12 P.M. 

II 

Dacca 

14-0 

3Ut 


Halt at Dacca. 

9 








• Acoust, 1921.' 




lilt to 4th 

999 

Halt at Dacca. 

t 


Halt cotumenced on 
1921. 

the Slat July, 

6th, 6tU 


Leave Dacca 

1 1-69 A.H. 

Arrive Sealdah 

6-55 A.M. 

8tb 


It 

Howrah 

7-81 

tl 

Chinsura 

3-6 



It 

Chinsura 

10-7. 

II 

Howrah. 11-20 

10th 

• «0 

It 

Howrah 

7-31 

tl 

Chinsura 

9-5 



August, 1921. 


12t)i 

... Leave RaiiaKimt 

9-51 

„ Sealdah 

11.4 



Howrah 

13-6 

Chinsura 

14 40 


11 

Chinsura 

16-41 

„ Howrah 

19-0 

I7tb, 18th 

... „ 

Howrah 

21-30 

„ Bankura 

3-46 A.H. 

18th, l9tli 

... „ 

Bankura 

23-49 

„ Howrah 

7-30 A.H. 

22nd 

... „ 

SMidah 

14-49 

„ Ranaghat 

16-31 


11 

ilauaghat 

18-17 

„ Sealdah 

19-3.3 

29th 

... „ 

Howrah 

7-5.5 

„ Ohinsura 

9-29 


11 

ChioBura 

14-4 

„ Howrah 

15-45 

29th, Both 

... ,, 

Howrah 

21-30 

,, Chandrakona 




Road 

1-47 


11 

Chandrakona 


„ Howrali 

15-aO- 


Road 

9 A.H. 




Srpi’emueu, 1921. 


1st 

• a 

Sealdah 1-0 

• •• 

Bethuadahari 

• •• 

8-36 (Nakasipara 



(Nakssipara) Bethua- 






dahari 18*31 

• •• 

Berhampore 

s •• 

20-9 

2iia 

aoa 

Berhampore 1-32 

• so 

Sealdah 

• •a 

7-28 

5th 

a at 

Sealdah 7-6 

as a 

Kushtia 


10-31 



Kushtia 15-51 

• as 

Sealdah 

• •• 

19-9 

6th 

• ea 

Howrali 15-66 

aaa 

Suri 


21-22 

7th 

• •• 

Sun 9-26 

aas 

Howrah 

• •a 

16-15 

9th 


Sealdah 13-18 

aaa 

Kushtia 


19-8 

10th 

a •• 

Halt ot Kushtia. 





11th 


Kushtia 0-28 

• •• 

Sealdah 

* •• 

6-31 

14th 

• • a 

Howrah 6-55 

• aa 

Ohitisuru 

• as 

7-26 



Chinsura 10-7 

• • a 

Howrah 

••• 

11-20 

15th, 16th 

a • 0 

Sealdah 21-10 

• aa 

Khulna 

• ss 

3-62 • 



Khulna 16-51 

aaa 

Sealfah 

■ s* 

22-57 

17th 18th 

• •• 

Sealdah 20-36 

• a • 

Berhampore 

• •• 

3-27 



Borhampore 8-57 

••a 

Sealdah 

• ss 

15-31 

l9tU 

• •e 

Sealdah 14-24 

■ • ■ 

Barrackpur 

s«a 

14-48 



Barrackpur 17-10 

« • • 

Sealdah 

•ss 

17-62 

22 nd 

• •• 

Sealdah 5-0 

aaa 

Jessore 

• as 

9-18 



JesBore 13-11 

aaa 

Sealdah 


17-40 • 

23rd 


Howrah 6-24 

aaa 

Burdwan 

aaa 

10-6 



Burdwan 15-1 

aaa 

Howrah 

aaa 

16-39 

24tU 

• •• 

Howrah 5-40 

a aa 

Chinsura 

aaa 

7-36 



Chinsura 9-45 

aaa 

Howrah 

• aa 

10-58 

25th 


Howrah 5-40 

aaa 

Durgapur 

aaa 

12-32 



Durgapur 15-12 

aaa 

Howrah 

a«* 

19-46 

29th 

••• 

Howrah 5-40 

•aa 

Chinsura 

• •• 

7-86 



Chinsura 8-46 

aaa 

Howrah 

aaa 

10-58 





Statement showing the travelling allowance drawn by the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture^ Western Circloy for the months of June, 
July^ August and Septemhery 1921y referred to »n the reply to 
clause (a) of starred question No. XXXV. 

Ainoaat dnirn 




RsT 

A. 

June i92t 

• •• 

286 

12 

July „ . 

• •a 

G25 

0 

AufiUbt „ 


3l2 

5 

Sopteiidter „ 

• • • 

482 

0 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Mr. Das Ouptai Deputy Director of Agriculture. 

95. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; {a) WiU llie Hoa*ble the 
Minister in charge of the department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state how many Deputy Directors of Agriculture there 
are in the Department of Agriculture in Bengal, and what are their 
respective duties ? 

(b) What are the qualifications of Mr. Das Gupta, Deputy Directof 
of Agriculture? Did he receive any special training? 

(c) What is his pay and what is the monthly average of his traveh 
ling allowance? 

(d) Is it a fact that he is an honorary manager of some Calcutta 
Theatre P 

The llon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Three. They are in charge of experimental work 
on Government Farms in their respective circles and are also respon¬ 
sible for demonstration work connected with the introduction of 
improved seeds, manures and implements and better methods of culti¬ 
vation. With this object they are responsible for the supervision of 
the demonstration staff of the department in their circles and are also 
expected to organise and encourage such bodies as Agricultural 
associations. 

(b) Bai Bajeswar Das Gupta Bahadur completed the higher agri¬ 
cultural course at tlie Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, though he 
did not pass the final examination. He has had more than 17 years’ 
experience in the department. 

(c) His pay is Bs. 550 per mensem. The monthly average of his 
travelling allowance is reported to be Bs. 324-8<^ for the last six 
months, during which time he has been in charge of the Western circle; 


Dr. Holt in the Daoea University. 

96. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister iu charge of the Dei>artinent of Education be pleased to slate 
what is the pay of Dr. Holt, and what are his duties in the Dacca 
University? 

(b) Was no Indian available on a lesser |»y to give physical 
education ? 

MINISTER in charge Of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’blo Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Dr. Holt is no longer in the service of 
the University and draws no pay from the TJiiiversity. 

(b) (j-overnment have no information whether at the time when 
Dr. Holt was appointed, any Indian candidates offered themselves for 
appointment on a less salary. • 

Rates of allowances to apprentices in Kanchrapara workshops. 

97. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 
Hon^hle the ’Minister iu charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to state whether there is any difference in the rates of allow¬ 
ance granted to Enrni)ean or Anglo-Indian and Indian apprentices in 
the Kanchrapara Workshop? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
such rates are for each year during the period of their training? 

MINI9TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(а) Tes. 

(б) The present rates of pay are as follows:— 






FOR iKOtAR APPRRirTICBS. 




For BonoraAir 






i 

OR A.XQTiO<lNmAlt 
APPRBNTIORS. 

Isb OlaiH. 

Sod Olaos. 

Inl Oka. 
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8 
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60 
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11 
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70 

30 
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80 

34 

22 

17 
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• •a 
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38 

26 

20 




• A A 
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Khulne famine. 


98. Babu HCM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) WiU the 

Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jjand 
Bevenue) be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that 
Aesasuni and its neighbourhood are the worst affected parts of the 
famine-stricken area in the Khnlna district with 18 relief centres 
rendering help to 20,000 persons regularly and that the expenses are 
met from public subscriptions? 

(b) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of a complaint that has been made that relief centres opened by 
the District Board, Ehulna, are managed in a way not helpful to the 
distressed people? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter and laying the result of the inquiry on the 
table? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Assasuni tbana contains some of the worst affected areas in the 
^strict. The Collector was informed on the 14th instant that 22,000 
persons are being fed weekly by Sir P. C. Boy’s organisation, which 
derives its fund from subscriptions. 

(h) Government have seen statements in the Press that the relief 
given by the District Board is not adequate, but do not consider that 
thovse statements are well-founded. The Collector reports that the relief 
given by the Board has been adequate and well administered. 

(c) Gnrvernment do not consider that any inquiry is necessary. 


Calcutta Police Court 

99. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the J adicial Department he pleased to state— 

(t) whether a representation was submitted by certain pleaders of 
the Calcutta Police Court about the aUeged iUegal exactions 
of the staff of the Calcutta Police Court; 

(ti) whether the pleaders offered to adduce evidence before 
Mr. Swinhoe in support of the charges if indemnity "was 
offered to the witnesses; and 

(in) whether in consequence of no indemnity being offered, the 
inquiry became infructuous ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 


MEMBER in chargo of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HoiPblo 
Sir Abd-Ul^Rehini)S (a) (i) In June last a representation signed by 
one B. N. 'Kaitra was received. Tbe representation was found on 
inquiry to be pseudonymous. 

(it) Tbe Chief Presidency Magistrate made inquiries from a number 
of Readers, senior and junior, of both Courts. Ko one offered to 
adduce any evidence before him, and the question of giving indemnity 
to witnesses did not arise, nor was it suggested by any one. 

(in) Boes not arise. 

(b) No. 


Preeitfenoy Magistrates. 

100. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Bepartment be pleased to say whether 
he is aware that there is a dearth of work at the Calcutta Police Court, 
th*» increase, if any, being in petty cases only? 

(?j) If so, are the Government considering the advisability of reduc¬ 
ing the number of stipendiary magistrates in Calcutta? 

The Hoil’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM. (a) and (6) The answer is in 
the negative. 


Extension of Reforms to Darjeeling. 

101. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Bepartment be pleased to 
stale whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the 
reply given by Mr. Craik to the question by the Hon'ble Baja of Bigha- 
palia in the Council of State on the 16th September last, about the 
extension of the Beforms to the district of Darjeeling? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have moved the Government of India to give effect to the 
resolution of this Council, regarding the extension of the Reforms to 
the district of Darjeeling ? 

(c) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have taken any steps to give effect to the resolution of 
this Council for the inclusion of the district of Darjeeling within the 
Reforms Scheme ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state tbe reasons? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tbs 

■ • a !.. ■ ■- /jt\ 


{d) The printed proceedings of the Council meeting at which this 
resolution was passed have only recently been received. Qovemment 
will take into consideration what further action is necessary or desir¬ 
able, and their decision will be made known in the usual way. 

Polioe arnuigements in Nimtola Chat Street and Beadon Streg^ 

102. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that some constables are daily posted in Nimtola 
Ghat Street, and Beadon Street, Calcutta, between 10 A.v. and 12 noon, 
so that do carter may ply his cart, when the Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, North District, Calcutta, proceeds from his quarters along ^ose 
roads to bear reports at Jorabagan and return therefrom? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that inconvenience is being 
caused to the carters by the practical closing of those thoroughfares at 
that time? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that some constables have, of late, been defaulted by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Northern Division, Calcutta, for their inability 
to keep those streets clear of carts at the time when he passed along 
those roads? 

MEMBER in charge Of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Owing to abnormal vehicular trafiBe, special 
police aiTangements for the control of such traffic are made in Nimtola 
Ghat Street and Beadon Street between the hours of 10 a.m. and 1 P.M., 
but the plying of carts is not prohibited. 

(6) No such complaints have been made. 

(c) No, but a head constable has been punished for systematically 
allowing hackney carriages to stand for hire elsewhere than at a hackney 
carnage stand. 


Provincial Judicial Sarvica. 

103. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the new system of re-organisation of the Pro¬ 
vincial Judicial Service requires the appointment of probationers? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that none of the officiating munsifs has yet been made a pro¬ 
bationer, and that, as a consequence, some of them have to be kept out 
of employment for considerable periods of time? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that this procedure acts pre- 


(<2) Are tlie Government considerinfr thesdesirabilitT of appointing 
all officiating munaifs as probationerti 

The Hon-Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHlMs (a) to (d) No new rules ha^ 
yet been framed and tbe whole matter is still under consideration of' 
Government. 


SuiKferbane. 

104. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will tbe Hon’ble 
the hfeinber in charge of the Department of Revenue (liand Revenue) be 
pleased to state— - 

(t) the number of acres of lands in the Sunderbans that could be 
brought under cultivation, and the probable ezi^enses for 
doing BO, and the amount of rent that could be collected 
when such lands are brought under cultivation; and 

(tt) tbe forest area that has not yet been brought under Government 
supervision, and the probable exx>en8es that would be neces¬ 
sary to develop the area and the probable yield that would 
accrue after the development ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (t) It is not possible to give accurate figures. Of the 
three districts, 24-Parganas, Khulna and Bakarganj, survey and settle¬ 
ment operations have been completed in Bakarganj only. In that 
district the area which could be brought under cultivation is believed 
to be 35,840 acres; the cost of doing this is estimated at Rs. 3,58,00(^ 
and the amount of rent that might be ultimately collected at 
Rs. 81,200. Only conjectural figures can be given for the other two 
districts, as it is not known how much of the uncultivated area is 
cultivable, and the question is complicated by tbe necessity of main¬ 
taining forests and spill areas. The Collector, 24-Pargana8, thinks that 
16,000 acres might be found to be cultivable; that it would cost about 
Rs. 2i lakbs to bring this area under cultivation, and the gross rent 
might be Rs. 81,000; but be emphasises the fact that these are merely 
conjectural figures. The area of the Sunderbans reserved forest in 
Khulna district is 2,297 square miles, including rivers and khals. It 
is not .possible to say bow much of this iA cultivable nor what rent 
would be realisable* 

(u) It is not clear to what forest area the question refers. All 
Government forests are under supervision. There are also large private 
forests, the area of which is not known. The cost of development 

m m n . >1. .. ._J il--_ ^.11_J_J_ ‘a. .1 


Police guard in tramway servioe. 

105. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY GHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to state— 

(t) the number of constables and sergeants employed to assist in 
the resumption of the tramway service on the 3rd November, 
1921; 

(ii) the hours of their duty on that day in connection with the 
tramway service; 

(«t) whether the Tramways Company have agreed to pay for the 
, service of the parawallahs who travelled on the cars for the ' 
protection of tramway properties; and 
(tv) if BO, the terms of the agreement 

The Hon*ble Sir |1ENRY WHEELER. (?') and (it) One inspector, 

2 sub-inspectors, 7 head constables and 100 constables from 8 a.m. to 
1 I'.M. and the same number from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Two sergeants and 

3 sowars every 4 hours from 7 a.m. to 6-30 p.m. Twenty sergeants 
evei-y 6 hours from 8 a.m. to 6-30 p.m. Nine head constables and 
80 constables every 6 hours from 6-30 a.m. to 6-30 P-M. Three head 
constables and 9 constables during the night. 

{Hi) No. The police were employed in the interest of, and for the 
protection of, the public. 

{iv) Does not arise. 

Mr. Turner of Dacca University. 

106. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED; {a) What is the pay of 

Mr. Turner, the Librarian of the Dacca University? 

(6) Was no Indian available for the post of the Librarian on a less 
salary P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) Mr, Turner’s pay is 
Ha. 1,750 for the duties of tho two posts of University Librarian and 
Provost of Dacca Hall. 

(ft) Reference is invited to the reply to question No. 86 asked by 
Babu SurcTidra Nath Mallik at the Council meeting of 29th August, 
1921. As the appointment was not advertised no question of the relative 
claims of candidates arises. 


Oeoretariat Preee. 

107. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI; (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing— 


(m) the war allowances; 

(tt;) the percentage of increment; and 

(i;) the daily working hours in every case of the following 
employees of the Bengal Secretariat Press, namely, (1) Super¬ 
intendent; (2) Deputy Su];>erintendent8; (3) Overseers; 

(4) Section-holders; (6) Assistant section-holders; 

(6) Checkers; (7) Keaders (senior and junior); (8) Revisers; 
(9) Copy-holders; (10) Jamadars (press and machine); 
(11) Press-order clerks; (12) Press correctors; (13) Com- 
putors (senior and junior); (14) Heading type keepers;. 
(16) Type suppliers; (16) Rulemen; (17) Leadmen; 
(18) Standing forme keeper; (19) Typecasting type examiner; 
(20) Typecasting headman; (21) Binding jaraadar; 
(22) Impositors; (23) Forme carriers; (24) Section coolies 
and other coolies; and (25) Standing matter keeper and 
others P 

(6) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state the number 
of salaried men, temporary men and piece-workers employed in the 
Bengal Secretariat Press? 

(c) Will the ITon*ble the Member be pleased to state when a pro¬ 
bationer is made x>ermaneut in the case of a salaiied post and what are 
the conditions in case of a piece-worker? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that if a man in the Press takes medical or other leave which is 
to his credit he is considered irregular and is liable to dismissal in case 
he continues to do so? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hdn'ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether the same rule applies to all grades, 
high or low, of all other Dei)artmentsP 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that all the employees of the Bengal Secretariat Press were given 
an increment more than a year ago except the section coolies and other 
coolies ? 

(g) Is it a fact that these people are at present paid at a decreased 
rate? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state the cause 
of this decrease in their pay? 

(i) Will &e Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
comparative statement showing the total number of men. Overseers and 
Superintendents, employed in the Bengal Secretariat Press at present, 
as compared with the year 1875 when the piece system was first intro¬ 
duced there ? . 

(;) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 


India Press to investigate the alleged grievances of the employees of 
the Bengal Secretariat Press ? 

(k) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state wh^her it 
is a fact that when Mr. Norton joined the Bengal Secretariat Press after 
the strike was over all the employees applied to him to appoint a per¬ 
manent works committee and he promised to grant the request? 

(2) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on the apfdication? 

TIm Hon^blo Mr^ KERRS (a) (t) and (ii) A statement is laid on the 
library table. 

(tit) Menials Rs. 4 per mensem. Others—^nil. 

(iv) Men drawing Bs. 70 and below—10 per cent. 

Men drawing from Rs. 71 to Rs. 300—6 per cent. 

{y) Ordinary office hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 r.ic. the working 
hours of the Press are from 9 a.u. to 6 p.m., except on Saturdays when 
the office and Press may close at 2 p.m. 

(b) The numbers are as follows:—Salaried men 315; Temporary 
129; Piece-workers 446. 

(c) In the case of salaried posts, a probationer is made permanent 
provided he is certified medically fit, on his being found to be regular 
in attendance, of approved qualifications and general good conduct. 

Piece-workers are made permanent after giving jnroof of competence 
in their work, and of good conduct and regular attendance. Length of 
service in the temporary piece establishment is also considered. 

{<1) No. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) Yes; the coolie.s are still drawing war allowances. 

{g) wd (h) As the result of recent orders increasing the number 
of working hours per day, their overtime earnings have decreased. 
Orders revising their imy are under issue. 

(t) The figures are as follows:— 

1921—Men 888, Overseers and Superintendents 5. 

1875—Men 671, Oversers and Superintendents 6. (The men 
doing Overseer’s work were then designated ** section-holders 
in charge.”) 

(;), (it) and (2) A request for a permanent works committee was 
recently made to the Superintendent, but has not been pressed and the 
matter is at present in abeyance. Employees have been assured that 
their grievances will receive full consideration by the Superintendent. 

' Caloutta University, 

108i Btbu HEM OHANDRA NASKERs (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 


(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say who diafted the 
letter and was the draft placed before the Syndicate or the Senate or 
both and sanctioned by themP 

(c) What steps, if any, are the GoTernment taking against the 
person or persons responsible for the draft P 

Tho Hen’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(5) In reply to a reference made on these points the University 
authorities have informed Government that ** the letter was placed 
.before the Syndicate and subsequently circulated to the members of the 
Senate.*' Government have no further information. 

(c) Government are taking no action in the matter. 


Removal of dead bodies from Jail hoepitalSi 

109, Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; (a) Is the Hnn’ble 
the Member in* charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jails) aware that 
the dead bodies of both Hindu and Muhammadan prisoners who die in 
the jail hospitals are removed by night-soil ejection trucks P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of putting an end to this practice without 
delay ? 

MEMBER in char^ of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’blo Sir Abd-ur-Rahim); (a) It has been ascertained 
that in six out of tbe twenty-nine jails, it was the practice to use Ihe 
trolley, which at other times was used for remo.vings night-soil tubs, 
for passing dead bodiesytbrough the wall. 

(h) An order has already been issued by the Inspector General of 
Prisons, stopping this practice and directing that b(xlie8 shall he 
taken out through the main gate of the jail. The use of trolleys for 
this purpose will be forbidden. 


Vioe-Principal, Dacca Law College. 

110. Mauivi' YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: ( 4 ) Will tiie Hon’bte 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to 
state why the Vice-Principal of the Dacca Law College has been made 
a Provost? 

(h) Has he any special qualification for the ProvostshipP 

The Hon’blo Mr, P. G, MITTER: (a) He was appointed by His 
Excellency tbe Chancellor under statutory powers, on the recommenda¬ 
tion of the Vice-Chancellor. He was formerly Vice-Principal of the 


(h) His previous'experience and his personal qualifications may be 
held to constitute special qualifications for the post. 

Health of school children. 

111. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARdlS (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
of the opinion expressed by the Calcutta University Commissioners in 
regard to the ‘health of students in their Keport, Volume IV, Part II, 
])age 450 ? 

(b) Are the Dovernment contemplating instituting an inquiry into 
the whole question of the health of school children P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of having a 
compulsory, graduated curriculum comprising elementary knowledge 
of Anatomy, Biology, Physiology and Sanitary Science in all'^rimary, 
middle and liigh schools in Bengal? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the names of the schools affiliated to the Calcutta 
University in Hygiene ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, G. MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(b) A Committee was appointed by the Government of Bengal in 
1913 to inquire into questions connected with school and college hygiene. 
The Committee’s report was carefully considered and it is not thought 
necessary to make a further inquiry as now suggested. The question 
is not so much one for inquiry as of provision of adequate funds which 
can only be provided by the Jjegislative Council. 

(c) Some hgyieue is now taught in upper primary and middle 
stages of all schools in the Presidency and suitable text-books are 
recommended. It is also an optional subject in the Matriculation 
course. It is not possible to lay down a suitable cumculum limited 
to the primary and middle school stages, and as the curriculum for the 
Matriculation examination is in the hands of a Statutory Body (the 
University of Calcutta) it is difficult for Government alone to take ade* 
quate steps in the matter. 

Government have not yet received particulars of the schools 
affiliated in the subject—it is understood that they are very few. 

Public Works Department Roaiis. 

112. BMhi TANKANATH CHAUDHURl: Will the Hon’Ue the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state the amount spent by Government (Public Works Department) 
for the maintenance of roads in each district for the years 1911>20? 



statement shewing the amount spent by Government {Public Works Department) for the maintenance 0 / roads 
in each district for the years 1911-12 to 1920-21, referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 112. 
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Babu TANKANATH GHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble tbe 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state if those districts for which no expenditure has been made for 
roads by the Public Works Department can hope for better treatment 
in future? 

Tha Hon’bla the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadurs It is not a part of the policy of the Government to 
build roads within the jurisdiction of the district hoards. 


Police Gourts. 

113. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the'Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Depai'tment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showingi year by year— 

(t) tbe total number of motor-car cases disposed of in the Calcutta 
police courts between 1916 and 1920 and the total amount 
of the fines imposed in those cases, during the said period; 
and 

(n) the total number of motor-car cases disposed of by each stipen¬ 
diary Presidency Magistrate and by the honorary Presidency 
Magistrates between 1916 and 1920 and the total amount of 
the fines imposed by each court, during tbe said period? 

(b) Will tbe Hon’ble the Member be pleased to slate— 

(i) what is the pay of the iiew'ly-appoinled stipendiary Presidency 
Magistrate in charge of the newly created motor-car court 
and what are the terms of his appointment; 

(it) what is the rent of the building which has been recently hired 
in Radha Bazar for the trial of motor-car and traffic cases; 
and 

(m) what menial, ministerial and police establishments have been 

sanctioned for the motor-car court? 

(c) Is the Hon’Ue the Member aware— 

(i) that tbe new motor-car court is situated in dark, ill-ventilated 
rooms on the ground floor of a very old building in Radha 
Bazar and that there is no compound there, able to accommo¬ 
date the number of people involved in ** petty ** and 
** motor-car cases; and 

(n) tbat^tbe capacity of the rooms of tbe traffic court in R-^db a 

Bazar is smaller than that of the rooms for the trial of 
petty ** and ** motor-car ** cases in the Bankshall Street 
police court ? 



(b) (t) Fay Bh. GOO a month. The post is temporary at present. 

(it) Rent Rs. 500 a month inclusiye of taxes. 

(in) Establishments sanctioned 

Minuterial —One Bench Clerk; two Process Clerks; one Assistant 
Cashier; one Assistant Accountant. 

Menial —Three Peons; one Duftry; one Sweeper; 

Police —One Sub-Inspector; one Assistant Sub-Insj)ector; four con¬ 
stables. 

(c) (i) The ^ound floor of premises No. ll/l, Radha Bazar Lane, 
has been secured only temporarily for want of better accommodation 
at any other convenient place. The building: is no doubt very old and 
not Tery well ventilated, but in its front compound there is suflicient 
space for litigants and witnesses unless the number of cases is unusually 
large owing to any special reason. 

(ii) Yes; but the rooms where the petty cases are tried taken together 
have larger space than the room used for the same purpose at the central 
court. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clamee (a) (i) and (ii) of 

%in»tarred question Ko, Ji5. 
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Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware of the existence of a priyy or latrine just behind the place where 
the newly appointed stipendiary Magistrate holds his court for trying 

petty cases ? 

\ * 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of it. If the 
hon’ble member assures me that this is so, I have no reason to doubt it. 


Presidency Magistrates, Calcutta. 

114. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Meinber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a copy of the circular in pursuance of which the Deputy 
Magistrates and other gazetted ofEcers ore not allowed to remain at a 
station for more than three years and are transferred from time to time P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state:— 

(t) how many members of the Provincial Execntive Service are 
there now holding appointments as Presidency Magistrates 
in Calcutta; 

(it) for how many years have each of them been in Calcutta; and 

(tit) in cases where officers have been more than three years in 
Calcutta, why they were not transferred at the end of three 
years ? 

The Hon'bIC Sir HENRY WHEELER: <a) There is no such 
circular. 

(6) (t) Three, including one occupying a temporary post. 

(it) One has been in Calcutta for eight years and 
the posts of Fourth and Third Presidency Magistrates. Another has 
been in Calcutta for eight years and ten months, of which three years 
and eleven months have been spent in his present post. The third has 
been in Calcutta a little over a year, including over three months in his 
present post. 

(iii) The period for which an officer is hept in a post is at the discre* 
tion of Government and depends on the nature of the post, the qualifica> 
tions of the officer, and the interests of the public service. There is no 
ground for the assumption that three years is a maximum. 

Deputy Director of Agrioulture, 

115. Mulivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon'hle the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what sums have been drawn by the Deputy Director of Agri- 


Tiw HvnfbH ilM Naw* 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur i The member is referred to the reply to a starred question 
asked by him at this meeting. 

Appointmant off munaifs. 

116. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) WiU the 

Hon*ble the Kember in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state whether new. officiating appointments in the Bengal Judicial 
Seryice have at present been discontinued ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the period since when no officiating appoint¬ 
ments as munsifs have been made and for how long no such appoint¬ 
ments will be made? 

(c) Are the) Government contemplating the promulgation of new 
rules for the recruitment to the said service P 

(d) If so, when are the rules likely to be published P 

(e) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to state whether it has 
been decided not to make any new officiating appointments till the 
publication of the new rules P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
candidates for munsifships who have been enrolled after their interview 
with the Hon’ble Judges in charge of the Department in the Hon’ble 
the High Court and also who have not, as yet, passed the requisite 
age-limit of 27 years P 

(g) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
existing rules make it incumbent for a candidate to complete full three 

enrolment in the listP 

{fi) It so, has any departure been made from this rule?* 

(i) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
the candidates exempted from this ruleP 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of making any 
change in the age-limit of future candidates? 

(i) If so, wiD the Hon*ble the Member he pleased to state whether 
the proposed change will affect those candidates who were enrolled 
after three years’ practice? 

(1) II the answer to (k) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge be pleased to statie whether the Government con¬ 
template considering the cases of those who have been previoudy 
enrc^ed after complete three years’ practice at the Bar? 

Tlw Hofi>blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIIff : (a) Yes. 

(b) The number of members of the legal*profession who are officiat¬ 
ing or have officiated as munsifs being greater than the number of 
vacancies likely to be available when new rules come into force no new 


munsifs in permanent appointments will necessitate the appointment oi 
other gentlemen to officiate. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) The rules are under preparation. 

(c) No. 

(/) Seventeen. 

{g) No. The High Court has the power to exercise its discretion in 
the matter. 

(h) and (t) The questions do not arise. 

(;), (k) and (I) Government is not in a position to make any state* 
ment at present, as the rules are still under consideration. 


Honorary Presidency Magistrates. 

117. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will the Hon'hle 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the names and the educational and other 
qualifications and occupations of all the Honorary Presidency Magis¬ 
trates of Calcutta? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state— 

(i) how Honorary Presidency Magistrates are appointed; 

(it) on whose recommendations are the appointments made; 

(tit) on what principles are the selections made; and 
(iv) whether it is a fact that a confidential inquiry ” is made by 
the Criminal Investigation Department as to the ** ante¬ 
cedents ” of any candidate, before he is appointed as an* 
Honorary Presidency Magistrate? , 

4il n . 

(c) Will t)ie Hon’hle the Member he pleased to place on the table 
a list of the Honorary Presidency Magistrates who have been invested 
with single sitting power, in the Calcutta Police Courts, while they 
exercise only the powers of the Magistrate of the second or third class 
outside Calcutta? 

The Hott’ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIMS (a) A statement giving infor¬ 
mation as far as possible is laid on the table. 

W (^0 Honorary Presidency Magistrates are ordinarily 

appointed by Government once a year on the report or recommendation 
of the Chief Presidency Magistrate who considers the merits of candi¬ 
dates and also recommends how many should be appointed. Occasion¬ 
ally Government receive applications direct from candidates and these 
are ordinarily forwarded to the Chief Presidency Magistrate for his 
remarks before appointment is made. 

(tv) The answer is in the negative. 


Statment referred to in the reply to elauee (a) oj unetarred 

qiwtion No. 117. 
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OooupMton. 


SoirrHiBH Division. 

1. Mr. Rustomji Hiri- 

jiblisi Manekjl 
Bnstomji. 

2. Mr. Jogen Cbandra 

Dutt. 


3. SirKailashOiaodra 
Bobo, k.c.i.e. 


. Coinmiflaoner, Calcutta Merchant. 

Corporatiou, 

n^, Sometime examiner in Attorney, Calcutta 

Jaw of the Calcutta High Court 
University. 

Graduate, Calcutta Sometime President of Medical practi> 
Medical College. the Faculty of Medi- tiouer. 

cine in the Calcutta 
University. 


4. Dr. Satya Pronad 
■ Sarbadhicary. 

5. Mr. Alexandra 

Benjamin Wea- 
terhout. 

6. Maulvi Ghulam 

l',aeain Oassim 
ArifE. 

7 Mr. Francis Au- 


8. Babu Narendra 

Nath Mitter. 

9. Babu Atal Kuinur 

Sett. 

10, Bai Jogeah Chan¬ 

dra Mitra Baha¬ 
dur. 

11, Bai Badba Charan 

Pal Bahadur, 
H.L.C. 


Ditto. 


Mercliant. 


Late a member <if the Landholder and 
Bengal Council. merchant. 


Proprietor of 
Messrs. Lazarus 
A Co. 

. Zaniindar and 

I banker. 


Baiiiau of the Bonded Zamiodar and 
Ware House. merchant 


Graduate-in-Law 


Retired District 
Sesnons Judge. 


Comiuissioner, Cal- Zamindar 
cutta Corporation; Banker. 
Member, Bengal Leg¬ 
islative Council; 

Member, Improve- 
meet Trust. 


and 


Bai Mali U1 Hal- Graduate-in-Law 
dar Bahadur. 

















k 

MbmUowI qoftliaow 
tloea j(wb«re known). 

Olhw qiuliaenttenn. 

Oem^nMoe. 

■ 

14. llr. B ti • t o mj i 
D h u n j i b hari 
Melita, O.I.E. 


Late Persian Consol 
General; late a 
Sheriff of Galcotta. 

Merchant and 
banker. 

16. Babtt Eedar Eatb 
Bom. 

Graduate ... 


Publisher of books 
and landholder. 

16. Babu Paeapatinftth 
Deb. 


Late Municipal Com¬ 
missioner, Calcutta 
Corporation. 

Zamindar. 

17. jBabu Satis Cliar- 
dra l^al Chau* 
dhury. 

Attorney-at'Law 

Belongs to the Pal 
Cliaudhury family of 
BaiaghaU 

Landholder and 
Attorney, Cal¬ 
cutta High 
CiMirt. 

16. The noD’ble Mr. 
Saytd Altaf All. 

A soholnr in the 
Aligarh College. 

Elected member of the 
Council of State ; 
Honorary Magistrate, 
at Bogra. 

Zamindar. 

a 

19. Prince Afear-ul- 
mulk Mirja Mii> 
liammad Akraiii 
HoHsain Bahadur. 


Late a Sheriff of Cal- j 
cutta ; 80 H of the 
ex-King of Oudb. 

Political pen- 

oioner. 

20. Babu Promotha 

Natb Parama- 
nick. 


Grandson of late 
Tarak Natb Para- 
manick. 

Merchant a 4i d 
landholder 

21. Mauin Abdur 
Rahim, h.l 0. 

4 


Membe*’ Beneal Legis¬ 
lative Couiik,., }«te. 
member of the Indian 
Legislative Council ; 
nominated Commis¬ 
sioner, Calcutta 0or> 
poratiun. 

Zamindar and 
^Merohant.^. 

22. Mr. I. J. Coben 


Commissioner of Cal* 
cutta Municipality, 
Honorary Magiatrate, 
Sealdob, with first 
class powers. 

Landholder and 
and Merchant. 

23. Bu Dr. Haridbau 
Dutt Bahadur, 

M.L.C. 

Otaduate-iD'Med* 

icine. 

Member, Legislative 
Connell; &>Dimis- 
sioner, Calcutta Muni¬ 
cipality. 

Medical practi¬ 
tioner. 

24. Mr. J. H. ^mpeon 


^aeewee 

Merchant. 

25. Mr. Birendra Nath 
Sirkar. 

••••V 

Member of the Ear 
Tarak A Co. 

Ditto. 

26, Komar Sureudra 
Nath Law. 


Eldeat aon of Baja 
Beshi KMh Law, i 

Zamindar and 
merobaot. 
















■dnoatloul qulUe*- 
tloDi (irtM* kaewn). 


27. Mr- 6. P. Shellou 


28. Rai Haoi Lai 
Nabar Bahadur. 


29 Uabu N i b a r a D 
Chandra Qliatuk. 



OoeapatiDB. 


Partner of Mesara 
Lyon and Lyon. 


Honorary Magiatrato Zairiindar. 
with first class 
powers at Sealdah. 

Retired Presidency Governroeiit pon- 
nnd Municipal Mag* sioner. 
iatrate. 


30. Mr. J. Henderson 
Grey. 


31. Bobu Goknl Chan* B.A. 

dra Mondal. 

32. Mr. Panne Lai 

Banerjee. 

33 Mr. David Jacob 
Cohen, M L.C. 


C 0 r 80 ti“ Wawpi'An. 


Rustomjee. 


36. Dr. Nogendra Nath Graduate-in- 
Chakravarty. Medicine, 

Calcutta 

University 


36. Mr. Jogesh Chan¬ 
dra Sen. 


Merchant; Part¬ 
ner, Messrs. 
King, Hamilton 
& Co. 

Attorney, Gatcntta 
High Court. 

Merchant. 


i 

Member, Bengal Landholder 

Legislative Counoil ; Merchant. 

Honorary Magistrate 
with first class 
powers at Sealdah ; 
Commissionerj Cal¬ 
cutta Corporation. 


Mcrchan^. 


Medical 

tilioner. 


Landholder and 
inerchaiit. 


37. Mr. Jogesh Glian- 
idra Sinha. 


38. Priuoe bare Jah 
Miraa Muham¬ 
mad Abdul Ali 
^hadur. 


A ineiiiber pf the Landholder, 
family of late l\. P. 

Singha of Jorusatiko. 

Belongs to the family political pensioner, 
of the ex-King of . 

Oudii. 


89. Mr. 0. A. K. Hutton 


Merchant; Mana¬ 
ger. Walker, 

























46. Babu Satyendra U.A., H.L. 
Nath Roy. 


NOBTITSaM DITI8ION. 

1. Babu Jogendra 
Nath Bay, m.l.c. 


2. Bai Pran Kieeen Graduate-in'LAw 

Biawau Hahudur. 

3. Babu Jadopati Ditto 

Banerjoe. 

4. Babu Jogendra . 

Nath Deb. 

6. Jogendra Nath Qraduate-in-Law 
Chakravarty. 


6. Boi Satyendra Nath 
Sen Bahadur. 


7 Babu TroUakbya 
Nath Goiain. 


8. Babu Tarit Bhaaan 
Bay. 



Oponpatloa. 


Merchant. 


Member, Bihar and Ditto. 
Orissa Legislative 
Council. 


Ditto. 


Manager, Tagore 
Trust Bstato. 


Member, Logialative Zamiudar. 
Coutioil, Bengal; 

Honorary Magistrate 
of Barsnagore. 


Vakil, High 
Court, Calcutta. 


Member, Bengal Zamiudar and 

Legislative Council; banker, 

belongs to the 
Bhngyakul family of 
Dacca. 


Betk. 

Sessiona ouu 


District Government pe^ 


Betirod Sub*Judgo . 


Ditto. 


Landholder. 


Retired Sub.Judge ! GoTeriimont pen* 


Stoner. 


Editor, Indian Attorney, Calcutta 

Mirror" ; Registrar High Court, 
of Brahmo Marriages. 


Retired Interpreter, Goyemment pen* 
Calcutta High sloner. 

Court. 


Member, Bengal Attorney, Calcutta 
Lepllative Council ; High Court. 
Secretary, Mahjan' 

Babha. 



















OeoDPfttlon. 


9. Babu Hem (Jhandra 
De. 


10. Babu Jotindra 
Nath Seo. 


n. Kumar Bajendra 
Narayan Ray. 



12. Babu Borondro 
Nath Mitra. 


13. Babu Jaladhi 
Charan Mukerjee. 


14. Babu PancbanoD 
Mookerjee. 


15. Pandit Sunder Lai 
Missir. 


16. Rai Sahib Makhati 
Lai Ghoali. 


Babu Baneahid 




18. Babu Jado Rath 
Ray. 


19 . Babu Mural! Dhar 
Ray. 


20. Mr. P. N. Seu ... 

21. J. W. Chippendale M.A-, B.L 


22. Babu Ajit Nath 
Das. 


23. Badridaa Goenka | B.A. 

i 

24. Bohari U1 Mullick 


26 . Shahibsada Abmed 
Hosaain Khan. 


Sometime Ghairinau, Attorney, Cal* 
Cossipore-Chitpur cutta High 
Uunioipality. Court. 


Landholder 

kaviraj. 



Son of Raja Dlremlra Zatnindar. 
Narayan Ray of 
Joraaanko Raj Bati. 


Ditto. 


Qraiidaoii of Maharaja Iiandholder. 
Buhadur Jafindra 
Molion Tagore. i 


Zamindar 

merchant. 


Landholder and 
merchant. 



Late Head Assiatanl Government pen* 
in the Foreign sioner. 
Department of tiio 

Government of 

India, also Honorary 
Magistrate of 

Barasat. 

. Merchant. 


Zamindar and 
banker. 


Ditto 


Attorney, Calcutta 
High Court. 


Hospital. 


Vakil, 

Court. 

High 

Zamindar 

banker. 

and 

Zamindar 

nterehant. 

and 

Landholder. 


1 Ditto. 

























CakHitta University oonetitumy. 


118. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appoinhnent Department aware that influences 
were exercised on the iH'ofessors and other ofEcials of the Calcutta 
University by its authorities to vote for a particular candidate at the 
election of the member for the Bengal Legislative Council from the 
University constituency P ^ 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee 
canvassed for Sir Nilratan SarkarP 

(o) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
are any rules to prevent the I^esident of the post-graduate teaching 
from canvassing for the Vice-Chancellor for election as a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council from the University constituency P 

The Hoii*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) No. 

(6) No. 

(c) The post of President of the post-graduate teaching is not one 
in Government service, and the Government service rules do not apply. 
There are no other Government rules on the subject. 


Post-graduate Department of the Calcutta University. 

119. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the post-gra/^vate teachers of the Calcutt^ 
University who are attached to the, Pre8idency"tA5r>- 
to draw the honoraria paid to them by the University P 

(h) Will the Hon’hlo the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the post-graduate teachers who are attached to other Gov- 
erument colleges are allowed to draw their houorariaP 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this differential 
treatment P 

(d) What is the total amount which the Government get annually 
as honoraria of these Presidency College teachers P 

(a) What is the amount annually granted by the Goveimment to the 
Calcutta University for the pay of post-graduate lecturers of the Cal¬ 
cutta University? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble tbe Minister be pleased to state what is the 
approximBte annual expenditure of the post-graduate department in the 
■ Calcutta University— ^ 

/aviil 


{g) Wliat is the total annual Government grant for this departments 

(A) What are the sources of income out of which the expendifare 
of this department is met and what ai^e the approximate revenues under 
each head P 

(t) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in a position to say what will he 
the probable deficit in the current year on account of the fall in the 
number of candidates and students? 

(;) How does the University propose to meet this deficit? 

(it) Are the Government contemplating making any sixicial grant 
this year to meet this deficit ? 

The Hoii>bie Mr. P. C. MITTERi (a) It is a fact. 

(6) Yes, 

(c) Reference is invited to the reply given to clause (/) of 
unstarred question No. 217, put by Babu Surendra Nath Mullick in the 
last session of the Council, a copy of which is annexed. 

(d) In return for the services of certain professors of Presidency 
College as University lecturers. Government received from Calcutta 
University, Rs. 34,200 for 1917-18, Rs. 34,998 for 1918-19 tmd 
Rs. 33,460 for 1919-20. 

(e) Rs. 43,000 including the cost of the Chairs which Government 
maintain. 

(/) (i) Rs. 4,69,666. 

(it) Rs. 5,67,258. 

(^) Rs. 65,000 excluding the Government grant for the University 
JiSW College. “ 

For 1920~21, 

(h) (I) Government grant, Rs. 55,000. 

(2) Fees from students, Rs. 1,05,000. 

(d) Fees from students attached to Presidency College, 
Rs. 20,000. 

(4) Share of examination fees, Rs. 2,36,416. 

(5) Contribution from the fee fund, Bs. 1,67,342. 

(t) No. . 

(j) Government is unaware whether the University has framed its 
intentions. It has however, applied to Government for help. 

(it) The situation is receiving attention. 


Reply referred to in the anrwer to claute (c) of unstarred gnettion No. 119. 
(/) The'PresideBcy College was affiliated in M.A. and M.'fie. in most sohjeots 



been appointed to meet the reqairements of the college in this respect. The new 
arrangements threw no extra worl^ upon them, as post-graduate teaching was 
already part of their duties, tor which they are paid by Government. The situa¬ 
tion is different with regard to other Government colleges, which had no M.A« 
or M.So. affiliation: the members of their staff who take part in post-graduate 
teaching do so in addition to their ordinasy duties, i. e., in addition to the 
duties for which tliey are paid by Government. 


Taxi-cabs and motor-lorries. 

120. Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will tlie Hou’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police l>epartment he pleased to state the 
nunjiber of taxi-cabs now running in (Calcutta, indicating the numerical 
increase during the current year in comparison with the figures for the 
last four years? 

(5) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of accidents, and prosecutions with 
results arising out of rash and negligent taxi-driying, during the last 
five years including the present, as compared with those on account of 
private cars? 

(c) What steps are the Government taking in order to minimise 
accidents ? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement, showing the ntunber of motor-lorries now plying in Cal¬ 
cutta, as well as the number of owners thereof ? 

(e) What steps are the Government taking to regulate transport 
traffic by lorries? 

(/) Are there any rules fixing the maximum numiS?^- * pc 
missihle to be attached to a single lorry ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The approximate 
numbers are— 


1917 

9 0 9 

... 688 

1918 

9 9 0 

649 

1919 

♦ « • 

893 

1920 

« « • 

... 1,460 

1921 up to October 

• • 1 

... 1,400 


(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Revised rules to ensure greater control have been issued with 
effect from the 1st of November last. These include provisions for the 
.strictei examination of applicants for licences to drive , and for the can- 


been strengthened within the last year, and a Magistrate’s court foi- 
the trial, of traffic cases has been established. 

(d) The number of motor-lorries is roughly 660, and the number of 
lorry-owners is about 190. 

(e) Rules regulating the use of motor-lorries are contained in 
Part VI of the rules issued under the Motor Vehicles Act. Under 
rule 8 of Part III of these rules, the use of 'certain streets by heavy 
motor-cars is forbidden or restricted. The revision of this rule is at 
present under consideration. 

(/) Under rule 9 (2) of Part III of the rules, only one trailer is 
allowed. A copy of the rules is placed on the library table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (6) of unslarred question 

No. 120. 


Taxi-Cabs. 


Tcarh. 

l 

Nnmbor of toci- 
dooU. 

FrOMODtlOtM. 

Panithod 
with floe. 

I'uniihcd with 
lutprlaonowiii. 

1917 


225 ' 

187 

157 

1 

1918 


367 

246 

114 

176 

< 

QQ 

1 

a 

1920 


uuu 

996 

i4i) 

.316 

180 

30 

1921 (up to September) 


704 

28Q 

174 

6 


Private Motor Oars. 


1917 ••• ••• 

211 

31 

24 

1 

1918 ••• ••• 

252 

S8 

27 

1 

1919 ••• ••• 

243 

36 

25 

1 

1920 ••• ••• 

468 

113 

77 

G 

1921 (up !b September) ... 

398 

142 

77 

s 

4 
















Fourth 8ub^udgo*t Court, Daoea. 


121. Bobu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Is the Hen’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that on account 
of some misunderstanding, the local pleaders are not appeuing in ibe 
court of the b'ourth Sub-Judge of Dacca, and, though this state of 
affairs has continued for more than three months, no settlement has 
been arriyed at as yet ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the endeavours of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra 
N’ath Banerjea and Mr. Gourlay to bring about a settlemeut have failed? 

(c) it a fact that cases are being transferred to the file of this 
Sub-Judge, though no pleader appears before himP 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state, since the 
decision of the pleaders not to appear before this Sub-Judge— 

(t) how many cases in which no pleader appeared have been 

dismissed; 

(u) how many cases have been disposed of in the absence of the 

pleaders; 

(m) how many cases have been postponed; 

(iv) how many times have most of the cases been postponed; and 

(u) how many cases have been decided ea: parte ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the Sub- 
Judge has not been transferred ? ' _ 

(/) Are the Government considenng the desirability of tmnsferring 
the Fourth Sub-Judge of Dacca to some other place? 

Th6 Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The member is referred to 
the answer given to the unstarred question No. 29 asked by Maulvi Hafi 
Uddin Abmed at tbis session. 

(b) It is understood that the Hon’ble Minister Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea endeavoured to bring about a settlement and failed. 

(c) Some cases are being transferred to the file of the Fourth 
Subordinate Judge. The parties have been able to obtain the services 
of a few pleaders and the mukhtears. 

(d) The information will be found in the appended statement. 

(s) and (/) No answer can be given unless the demsion of the High 




StaUmeni referrei to in ttie reply to claute (d) of tfte unstarred question 

No. m. 


Satan irf CMS. 

O' 

M amber 
otoaws 
lU.miMtirt in 
which no 
phrnder 
Appeared. 

Number 
of cawa 
diapooBd ot 

In the atnence 
of the 
piesdiir. 

KumiMr 
of Ounce 
postponed. 


Nnrobor 
of timoe 
nxMt of the 
caaes postponed. 

Nomber 
of cases 
decided 
txparte. 

Original Suits- -'Title... 

9 

46 

166 


f 

r 

o « 

19 

„ Money 

5 

22 

28 


<e 

e 

eeta 

hr. M 

5 

,, hent... 

1 

2 

• •• 


« o 
^ i: • 

^ 11-? < 

* •«* 

Appeal—Title 

16 - 

41 

22 



2 

Money 

... 

14 

13 


Q the 
times 
and rou 

2 

ucnt ••• 

G 

22 

11 


\ O 1 

2 

Total 

36 

147 

240 



30 

( 


Circle cffloers. 

122. RatIcMANILOLL SINGH ROY: WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Bepaitment be pleased to state— 

(t) whether he is aware of the Accountant-General Bengal’s Cir¬ 
cular No. 364 T.M./G.A.D., dated 21st .Inly, 1921, addressed 
to all Treas ury Officers, on the Government Resolution 

the 9th July, 1921; 

the intention of the Government to grant the locaJ 
allowance of Rs. 50 in ** dry ” and Rs. 76 in “ water ” dis¬ 
tricts to those Circle Officers only who might be out on tour 
for at least 20 days in a month; 

{tit) whether it is the intention of the Government not to grant 
the local allowance to the Circle Officers during the Durga 
Fuja and Christmas holidays when offices remain closed for 
about 12 days on an average, the officers availing them¬ 
selves of the holidays; 

(tv) whether it is the intention of the Government to disallow the 
local allowance to those Circle Officers who may be out on 
tour for most of the time, but are prevented from illness from 
completing the full number of days; and 
(v) whether income-tax deduction is made from the fixed local 
allowance of Circle Officers given in lieu of travelling 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (i) and (U\ Tea 
















Darjeeling Munieipality. 

123. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROYt (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
(Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the seats on the Municipal Board of 
Darjeeling ore distributed as follows 

1. Ghum Ward—One Commissioner for 167 voters. 

2. Woodland Ward—Two Commissioners for 16 voters. 

3. Chandmari Ward—Two Commissioners for 165 voters. 

4. RockviUe Ward—Two Commissioners for 38 voters. 

• 5. Bazar Ward—Two Commissioners for 149 voters. 

G. Birch Hill Ward—Fotir Commissioners for 56 voters. 

(u) whether it is a fact that the Woodlands, Rockville and Birch 
Hill Wards have invariably been, and still are, represented 
by Eurot^eaii and Anglo>lndiaji Commissioners since the 
introduction of the elective system in the Darjeeling Munici* 
polity? 

(ut) whether it is a fact that the Chairman of the Darjeeling Muni¬ 
cipality admitted in his Annual Administration Report of the 
MunicijHility for the year 1920-2^ that the distribution of 
seats on the Municipality required revision? 

(5) If so, will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been or are being taken to remove the inequality in the 
distribution of seats ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJAPHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDV^ANS (a) (i) No. There are 18 seate’ 
among 10 wards as follows:— 

No. I (Ghum Ward)—One elected Commissioner. 

No. II (Colinton Ward)—Two elected Commissioners. 

No. Ill (Woodlands Ward)—^Two elected Commissioners. 

No. TV (Chandmari Ward)—Two elected Commissioners. 

No. V (Butcher Basty Ward)—One elected Commissioner. 

No. VI (Rockville Ward)—Two elected Commissioners. 

No. VII (Bazar Ward)—Two elected Commissioners. 

No. Vni (Birch Hill Ward)—^Four elected Commissioners. 

No. IX (Bhutia Batsy Ward)—One elected Commissioner. 

No. X'(Cutchery Ward)—One elected Commissioner. 

The number of voters in the Bazar Ward is 203 and not 149. 

(ti) Yes; the elective system was introduced in 1916. 

(ut) Yes. 

(5) A memorial on the subject has been received from tbe Rate- 



Sanskrit College. 


124. Baku RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR; (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether Government have decided that the Sanskrit College should 
be as far as possible an exclusively Brahminic Institution and that 
both teachers and students who do not belong to the Brahminic caste 
should be as far as possible excluded from the Sanskrit College even 
in its English Department and its attached school? 

(b) Is it a fact that the present Principal of the Sanskrit College 
openly avows a prejudice against teachers and professors who do nut 
belong to the Brahminic caste P 

(c) Is it a fact that theJ^aching staff of the Government Colleges 
enjoy the privilege of electing a number of representatives from among 
themselves to be members of the Governing Body? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Principal of the Sanskrit College has 
declared, and is seeking to prove in practice, that all members without 
exception of the Governing Body including those representing the staff, 
are to be appointed through the Principars nomination? 

(e) Is it a fact that in order to get rid of a representative of the 
staff on the Governing Body who is now on leave and before leave 
was actually granted to him and a vacancy occurred the Principal of 
the Sanskrit College has elected another member in liis place? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Principal of the Sanskrit College soon after 
he took charge of the College proposed the transfer of a professor befoie 
the Governing Body whichi^jected the proposal ? 

Principal of the Sanskrit College.interfercd 
with the work of the said professor when he was delivering lectures 
and examined his competency before bis students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) No. 

(b) Government has no information and think it not possible. 

(e) Such election has not been authoritatively introduced into Gov¬ 
ernment Colleges, but has been experimentally introduced into some. 

(d) The practice of nomination jn^vails at the Sanskrit College for 
representation of the staff. Government has no information enabling 
it to answer the rest of the question. 

(e) The question is not understood, as the right of nomination reste 
with Government, not with the Principal. 

(/) Tes. 

(^) The Principal, port of whose duty is to make an annual report on 


Mmbers* Speeches. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): Orderf 
order I I am asked to mention that some members delay in returning tbe 
corrected portion of their speeches to the Legislative Department. This 
causes much inconvenience in the department and delays the publication 
of the proceedings. I am asked to inform members that the rule will be 
strictly obsei'ved in future and that, if proofs of speeches are not returned 
on the day fixed, the report will be printed as it stands and no further 
time will be given for correction. In the case of members leaving Cal¬ 
cutta, they should arrange with the Legislative Department so as to allow 
of their speeches being corrected before they leave, as it will not be 
possible,* in future, if we are to expedite the publication of our proceed¬ 
ings, to send speeches to members in the mufassal. I hope members will 
kindly remember this. 

Resolutions 

(undor the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT. We were discussing Appendix 16, when 
the Council rose on the 25th instant. Members will remember that Babu 
Annada Cbaran Dutta was permitted to move his resolution in the 
following altered form:— 

**This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken by Government to start a nautical institution for Bengal at Chitta¬ 
gong or some other suitable place in Bengal for tbe training of seamen 
and officers.” I now call on Babu Annada Charan Dutta to proceed with 
his speech. ., 

Nautical Institution for 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: On the last occasion I referred 
to the past glory of Bengal in the matter of the art of navigation which 
has now died out. What the present state of affairs is should be looked 
into. Why is it that such a tale has to be narrated that the art of navi¬ 
gation dating from centuries and centuries, which testified to the natural 
instinct and aptitude, courage, fortitude and stamina of a whole people 
for sea-faring life, under circumstances hundred-fold more risky, hazard¬ 
ous and troublesome than at present, have now well nigh become extinct ? 
How is it that it is now only confined to a few Mussalmans of Chittagong, 
Bakarganj, Noakhali and Sylhet (and portions of Calcutta, viz.^ Kidder- 
pore) and that even in regard to them it is confined to medical posts 
like khalasis, the highest being a serang in charge of vessels plying in 
inland waters? Even as late as the 'seventies and the 'eighties of the 
last century, hereditary knowledge had not fully died out, at least in 
Chittagong, and instances there were, when the owners of Chittagong 


of past liistory I During the strained times of the last war, when short- 
age of tonnage was keenly felt the art of ship-building and of navigation 
were revived at Chittagong, and about two dozens of new ships were built 
in the Chittagong Dock by some old Jugi mistries of the locality who had 
not forgotten the art. One of the vessels was large, over 1,000 tons, and 
is it not a deplorable thing that it could not be captained by any Indian 
and a foreigner had to be engaged at a great cost? Bengal, specially 
Eastern Bengal, may even now boast of supplying a large number of sea¬ 
men and even their hardest critics could never find fault with their 
natural stamina and fortitude for sea-faring life. But they only belong 
to the lowest rung of seamen who pick up some empiric knowledge and sit 
for some sort of examination under the Board of Trade; and when success¬ 
ful they get only a second class certificate which enables them to ply in¬ 
land river steamers and not higher than that. This cannot be sufiicient 
for the best material of Bengal, and it is no wonder that the higher class 
of people are not to be found among them. Why should they consent to 
serve only on the menial stafi when they know that they have no higher 
prospect of becoming captains of sea-going vessels? It would not be 
quite profitable to discuss why this is the present state of affairs. Bengal 
has got hundreds of miles of sea coast and is fitted by nature to be one of 
the best maritine countries. 1 will,not mention here in particular the 
reason for it. Possibly, it is that our Government is too peaceful, or the 
solicitude of a too much ma-hap Government may have allowed the unsus¬ 
pecting people of Bengal to forget their knowledge of navigation or it 
may be that the people who had come here to become rich in whatever 
possible way they could, finding that the people of Bengal were under a 
foreign Government and wer^ractically helpless, managed to steal away 
^hewhoIe^ihi^^^^^^^^gatioD and the people themselves have for- 
*gotte!r^^^^!imgr One thing that strikes us is that for becoming an 
officer of sea-going vessels you have got to obtain a first class Board of 
Trade certificate; otherwise, under the law that obtains here, one is not 
allowed to be an officer of a sea-going vessel—that is the first point. The 
second point is that in no sea-going vessels manned by European captains 
or where there are European apprentices, would they agree or condescend 
utely closed and closed to the knowledge of our Government. That has 
to take an Indian lad as an apprentice. Therefore, that opening is abso¬ 
lutely closed and closed to the knowledge of our Government. That has 
brought about a state of affairs that no Bengali is now fit to be a captain 
of a vessel of over 1,000 tons, though they could do so in the 'seventies and 
'eighties so far as Chittagong was concerned. The result has been that 
in the race of national life and competitions with perhaps their own mas¬ 
ters and the people of other countries, the unbacked people of Bengal are 
now nowhere, and the fact remains that, after a rule of over 150 years 
under the civilised British GN)venunent, which is a foremost maritime 


direction. I would not say it was case of strangling to death like the 
textile industries but it was the chopping aft of one Tital limb necessary 
for the material progress of the country when the patient is under 
chloroform. The has now come when this should be remedied and, if 
it was a mistake, it should be rectified. Notice of this state of affairs 
was taken, first, by the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhuri in the now defunct Eastern Bengal and Assam Council in 1908. 
Were it not for the annulment of the partition of Bengal, perhaps this 
proposal would now have fructified in some shape or other. 

In February, 1920, a committee was appointed by Government in 
Calcutta to consider the question of a nautical institute in Calcutta, 
consisting of 6 Europeans and 1 Bengali, Mr. P. N. Guha. They sub¬ 
mitted their report in March, 1920, which Government was pleased to 
publish with their Besolution No. 2772-Marine of the 8th August, 1921, 
after my resolution on this subject went through ineffectually through two 
sessions of the Council. The resolution is, however, very disappointing. 
The matter has been shelved following the majority report. The 
majority report objected on the main ground—am quoting their words: 

would not be feasible to carry Indian lads in vessels carrying 
European apprentices with whom the Indians would have to associate*^ 
and as if this was not sutficieni, an insult was added in the suggestion that 
the Indian lads may not perhaps realise the difficulties and risks of 
sea-life and the Hindu lads might raise also the question of food and water. 
Mr. P. N. Guha, of course, dissented and suggested rather a mild course. 

To his credit it must, however, be said that he succeeded in ascertaining 
the cause of the refusal of his European colleagues to carry Indian lads 
in European vessels; and in his words, colleagues to admit that A 

it was the question of prextiye that stood in 

aspirations of the Indian lads might be sympathised with,TKey coulonot^ 
be allowed to mix with European lads who were apprentices on board 
the steamers on equal terms. When further tackled they said, ** they 
would not even care to carry mails if required to take Indian lads as 
apprentices on board tbeir steamers.” A mere recital of these facts is 
quite sufficient to show to what a sad plight we have been reduced. 

It is also quite sitfficient to show that, not only in this direction hut in 
almost all directions, our status is that only of carriers of water and 
hewers of wood and nothing higher than that. People who are very 
liberal in their profession would not even allow lads of respectable 
society to mix with European lads on equal terms as apprentices on board 
the vessels. 

I had a casual talk with the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr in the lobby on this 
subject. T’thank him for the sympathetic attitude, but I could not appre¬ 
ciate his remark when he said that Government was powerless in this 
matter. Is a powerful Government like that of Bengal backed by the 


If so, wHy is it so powerless P Is it a voluntary powerlessness or an 
assumed one to continue sweet patronage to ascertain favoured classes P It 
is really a sight for the gods to see that our Government pleads puwerless- 
ness when it is asked to help the poor people in ^getting a start in a matter 
material to the development of the whole country and a matter which has 
died out owing to its direct or indirect neglect. 

Again, the word prestige accounts for the unwillingness of the whites 
to afford opportunities to Indian lads of family, culture and character 
to an opening in sea^life. I may not blame those people who want to 
take stand on prestige and shut out others from their monopoly. Hono' 
poly there is and at least our Government, if it is really our Government, 
should take a note of all that and try to find out some means ip remedy 
this state of affairs. I have^every right to accuse our civilised Govern* 
ment that it has brought us to such a plight—a respectable people of a 
respectable country like Bengal— into such a disreputable position that 
their lads would not be allowed to associate with European lads on board 
the vessels. It may be excused in the persona who have come here to 
make riches, hut can it be excused in a GuvernmentP If the policy of 
Government has rendered us so, that nothing but menial functions 
remain for us, can that policy be tolerated? If the Government pleads 
incapacity to induce people who arp thriving upon us at our expense, 
I shall not say exploiting, ^oes it not sound rather insincere not to say 
verging upon ludicrous The bogey of caste or the want of stamina or 
of health has now been fully exploded by the Bengali Begiment. Their 
reception in societ^”^ by all—from the high caste Brahmins to the lowest 
class of Sudras—after their return from overseas is a complete answer to 
this insincere urgument.^Ii^act, Hinduism discards only the disloyal 
its at all arise regarding Mussalmans and 

1 am convinced that tho State has allowed the art of navi¬ 
gation to die out and it is now the duty of the State to restore the same 
and find out the means. 


In no other way can the injury done to Bengal in this matter be 
remedied. 

Navigation is no longer a more art—it is now a science—almost 
a perfect science controlling and regulating the art. All free and 
civilized countries have developed their knowledge of navigation by 
State backing in practical training at State cost and patronage and 
in public institutions. Even the laws Have been enacted on that 
policy. Of course it was necessary to do so for the development of 
their commerce and industry so that there would be sufficient trained 
men who could hold their own against any other people. The series 
of English Navigation Acts from 1381—1390 down to the Customs Con¬ 
solidation Act of 1876 will show the imlicy of England. Other countries 
have followed suit. But India—^Bengal—^has been sacrificed. Is it 


Without a proper institute, there is no other means left. There 
seems to he some sort of idea that what we ash for is something like a 
school as we understand by that term. But the institute or institution, 
which we want, is not such a school. It must be at once understood that 
a man cannot be fit for a 8ea>&ring life unless he has got training on 
board vessels for some years. Therefore, what we want is not a theo* 
retical school only but training vessels as well, properly manned at or near 
a sea-coast, so that the vessels can go out with the cadets into the deep 
sea and come back to safe harbour thus enabling the cadets to obtain a 
certain amount of practical training. With the development in sice 
and speed of modem vessels the responsibilities of navigation have also 
increased. The knowledge of the deep sea has also increased, well- 
written text books—^well-managed nautical institutions are all over tbe 
world. Can Bengal afford to remain indifferent? If you bave really 
put Bengal in its way to autonomy, if all the professions we have heard 
recently are not mere cant, glorious visions, which are said to he visible, 
will vanish like dreamlands unless prompt and practical steps are taken 
to develop the nation all round. Wise statesmanship consists in consi¬ 
dering the people and its requirements as a whole and then set to 
work out the parts in a manner as may, in the end, certainly go to con¬ 
solidate one whole nation and contribute to one great nationbuilding 
as a full organic growth. 

May I ask if absolute neglect of tbis line of development of Bengal 
is consistent with this sort of statesmanship? I am aware that recently 
there was some sort of notification issued by the Marine Department 
inviting candidates, but there was no one forthcoming. I should think 
the condition precedent being four years* 8 (W * i i g £i !^ing on board sea-going 
vessels oui* people were shut out. So it is a beatfCiS^Qt^ 
which all the doors are closed against us, as our youths do not now 
possess the requisite training. I have particularly mentioned Chitta¬ 
gong because, so far as T know, it is situated on the Bay; it has got its 
majestic rivers, safe harbour and the different clan line steamers, both 
tbe deep sea-going and coasting line steamers. At Juldah there is a 
beautiful bungalow which is used as a sanatorium and there is an exten¬ 
sive piece of Government land which does not require acquisition. 
Training vessels can go out to sea even within 30 minutes. I think that 
none will object to Chittagong because instead of having none, it is 
better to have one institution at some place in Bengal if such a suitable 
place cannot be found. 

The final obstacle raised is tbe poverty of Govemment. The poverty 
at the present times will he a very good argument to strangle very many 
noble projects, but it should be remembered that poor people always 
appeal to Government and the latter, I mean the Government, who'are 


ceUb, calls for material and moral development of the country. I nm 
aware of a certain scheme which has been formulated by a GoveriimeDt 
officer. Commander Withers, b.i.m., Chittagong, which, at the outset, 
will unt cost more than a lakh of rupees and which, I believe, at the 
present rate of low prices of vessels, will still come down, as everybod^f 
knows the price of the tonnage has been reduced a great deal and a 
vessel which could not be bought for Bs. 2 lakhs last year can be got 
for Rs. 76,000 this year. To the credit of those gentlemen, whom X 
had the honour of seeing in this connection, it must be said that they 
seemed to be very enthusiastic over it and they promised to help. Tf 
Government be pleased to place a training vesstl, Commander Withera 
said that he would himself try and make it a success with the* help of 
some other officers who will always he available in the port. I believe 
that if the institute is started somewhere else in Bengal, the same 
advantages will he forthcoming. T have very liitle to add now in urging 
this resolution to the acceptance of this Council. As my time is past, 
I move the resolution hoping that the Council will kindly accept it. 


Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs I heg to move, on behalf 
of Babii Indu Bhushan Butta by way of amendment tbat in motion 
No. 16 for the word ** vessels ** at the end the words ** sea-going steam 
and other vessels ** he substituted. T am sorry to say that Babu Indu 
Bhushan Butta is laid up and I have been asked, with your permission, 
to move this amendment. I do not wish to add anything to what has 
fallen from Bahu Aunada Charan Bntta. He has placed the case so 
fully and lucidly that I neel not dilate on this subject at great length, 

tout what I should point ouH^his, and that is an outstanding fact that 

is so much in the air, it jrill he a , 

*TSigna^prom Sf co-operation on the part of Government with the people 
if they accept this resohition whole-heartedly. It has been said—I do 
not know whether it is actually the opinion of Government—that the 
prestige of Krtropean officers will snffer especially if they are associated 
with their Indian fellow-suhjects in the nautical service. I think that 
the fetish of prestige ought to be put an end to and ought to he demo¬ 
lished and we and the Government, Europeans and Indians, ought to 
show by a practical demonstration and by a practical proof that we are 
all determined to co-operate with each other for the advancement of the 
people of India and that will he the most effective answer to the non- 
co-operators. Here is a resolution which I may say serves as an acid 
test of the intention of Government and of the European community 
to associate with their fellow-subjects in India in all matters connected 
witb tbe welfare of India. We all know that our countrymen have been 
demanding admission into the army and also into the naval service 
and this will be a beginning of the naval service. My countrymen, as 


they 'iiaye in the past rendered splendid service and had their own mer¬ 
cantile marine. They did not in any way fall short of the requirements 
of that service. 1 hope that this resolution will be accepted by my 
European fellow-citizens. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The next resolution ^stands in the 
name of Babu Aniulya l)hone Addy but it is covered by the motion of 
Babu .Aniiada Charan Dutta. I would therefore ask Babu Amulya 
phone Addy to speak on the resolution as altered. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in second- 
ing the resolution which has been moved by Babu Annada Charan I)utta 
as modified by Rai liadha Charan Pal Bahadur. It is my personal 
opinion that the proposed nautical school should be located in Calcutta 
because Calcutta is not only the centre of trade in Bengal but, if I may 
be allowed to say so, the centre of trade in India. Whatever my per¬ 
sonal opinion might be, there is not the slightest doubt that there should 
be a nautical school in Bengal, be it located in Calcutta or in Cbitagong. 
In connection with the question as to whether there should be a nautical 
school or not, I beg to draw the special attention to the note of Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malavya in the report of the Indian Industrial Commis¬ 
sion. The following appears in his note— 

{Shipbuilding is an iincieiii industry in India and Indians carried on navigation in 
far distant lands, east and west; this has been fully established by Professor 
Uailha Kiimud Mukherji in his vnluublo history of Indian Shipping. Both Darius 
and Alexander had hundreds of vessels constructed in India. Indian river-craft 
went 80 far as Mexico. 


Then it appears further from that note the Governor-deners 

liOrd Wellesley, reporting in 1800 to his masters'iu'A'-!?!?'.! 

London, said— 



The port of Calcutta contains about 10,000 tons of shipping built in India of a 
description calculated for the conveyance of cargoes to England. 


It further appears from that report that— 

... there is no reason why India should not be allowed to man her own ships 
when they are built. She has already for many years past provided excellent crews 
for the ships of other nations and given facilities for education in nautical sahjects 
and‘marine engineering. She should in course of time be able to supplement these 
>cfews; at any rate in the coasting trade, with capable officers and engineers. The 
supply of such men from Britain must be very short for many years to come, and 
facilities for recruitment in India would do much to render her self-supporting in 
case of another great war. 

;It is clear-that there was a time when ships used to be constructed by 
Indians and that these ships used to be provided with Indian officers. 
But times have altered. We are now dependent on foreigners for the 
constnietion- of ships and steamers. We are now dependent on foreign.- 


tliere should be at least one nautical school in Bengal. We find one 
in England and we find a number of them in all the civilised countries 
oi the world. It is must regrettable that we have-not even one in 
Bengal. This is one of the reasons for discontent in Bengal. The people 
are anxious fur technical education; they are anxious to enter nautical 
service but no facilities have as yet been given by Government. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the resolution as amended. 

llai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: I rise to support this resolu¬ 
tion with the amendment proposed. Attempts have from time to time 
been made to impress upon the Government the necessity for starting 
a nauticah school with the object of qualifying the young men of Bengal 
for higher appointments in the marine service. I gave notice of*a simi¬ 
lar resolution in or about the_year 1914, but do not know why it was 
not allowed at the time. The last attempt was made by me when His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal vislied Obittagong in July last. In 
a deputation of the Port Commissioners, amongst other subjects, I 
referred to the establishment of a nautical school in Chittagong and His 
Excellency’s reply was to this effect— 

The fact that we appointed a committee to couaider the question some time ago 
shows that there is uo lack of goodwill on the part of Government to I'onsidor a 
feasible scheme. 

k 

This shows that the Government realises the importance of the subject. 
But it has to be seen how far the Government is keen on giving effect 
to this pious wish. A committee was appointed consisting of seven 
meiiibers ol whom two were Indians. One of the latter Mr. Abdool 
liahmun Dubash, a ship-owner of Chittagong, absented himself through- 
the proceedings and no part in them. The other Indian 

.• 4 ^J ^1 y a note of dissent but expressed hia.views in 
a manner which showed his pessimism about the success of the scheme 
under present conditions. 

Babu Annada Charon Biitta has explained the summary of the 
recommendations of the committee and I need not repeat them. The 
conclusions which the Government arrived at after the report had been 
submitted may be summarised as follows:— 

The Government are not prepared under the present state of the 
provincial finances to embark on an expensive scheme of doubtftil 
utility referring, I believe, to the suggestions about the provision of a 
nautical school for iheoreti<’.al training and of a training ship for service 
at sea. The European members of the committee wore of opinion that 
there would not be sufficient numbers willing to go to sea. I fail to see 
what made them arrive at this conclusion. T know of a good many 
men in Chittagong anxious to get a master’s or male's certificate but 
where is the opportunity? The arguments put forward will not stand 
the test of scrutiny. They are afraid that the shipping companies 



while there were other Europeans on board with whom these Indians 
would have to associate. To what extent this is the outcome of any 
goodwill it will be. for the public to judge. Why, Sir, should there 
be such a feeling amongst the shipping companies? Are they deter¬ 
mined to keep Indians down as lascars and menials only? Is it not a 
fact that the coasting steamers of the British India, Asiatic and other 
steamship companies are manned by Indian lascars mostly, if not 
exclusively? Have they not got Indian clerks even Brahmins on board? 
Why then should they stand in the way of taking Indian apprentices for 
training in the higher grades? Does it mean co-operation of which so 
much is now said ? Turning to the inland steamship companies, I may 
inform *tbe House that long ago before these companies opened their 
services on the Padma, Dhaleswari, Megna and other rivers the Govern¬ 
ment had a passenger and mail service in which steamers in charge of 
European captains were engaged. When the India General and River 
Steam Navigation companies started in opposition, the Government 
withdrew the service and steamers bigger in size and capacity are now 
plying on these waters. And who are the captains or serangs in charge? 
They are all Indians. What does this show? Does it imply that 
Indians would be unwilling to go to sea if opportunities are given to 
them? Why presuppose a thing? Give them opportunities first and 
then form your conclusions. I regret 1 cannot agree with the members 
of the committee who say that a number of lads would probably be 
Hindus and the questions of food and water would arise. Nothing 
could be more illogical than this. If Hindus can go out to sea for other 
duties, can they not do so for qualifying themselves for the posts of 
masters and mates in ships also? If to our Muhammadaijl 

brethren we can speak of hundreds of them worXiJi^i mi steai^Mbefsayllll*' 
ing all over the world. 

Unfortunately there are not many shipping concerns owned by 
Indians and, of all the presidencies, Bengal is the most backward in this 
respect. There are a good many men hailing from the Bombay and 
Madras presidencies who possess master’s and mate’s certificates with’ 
certain restrictions. I am not aware whether there are nautical insti¬ 
tutions in all these places, but I would urge the opening of such an insti¬ 
tution in this presidency without any further delay. I understand the. 
Port Officer of Chittagong has pifepared a scheme which is not very 
expensive and effect to which can be given without much loss of time. 
There are already several big sea-going sailing ships in Chittagong and 
training for sea-going life would be quite easy in them. The only 
other requirement is a nautical school where theoretical knowledge can 
be imparted, and if opportunities are given in this direction apprentice¬ 
ships on sea-going vessels would follow. I appeal to the members of 
the Chamber of Commerce, some of whom are interested in one or other 


for these higher appointments in their own steamers. Would it not be 
cheaper for them if they could get qualified young Indians to work on 
their steamers on salaries much less than those paid to men recruited 
from England and other places. If they have such a desire the question 
becomes a very simple one. I am sure the Port Commissioners of Cal¬ 
cutta and Chittagong will also benefit by this arrangement as in that 
case they would get for their pilots and harbour musters men on wages 
much below the average they have now to pay. 

I do not know whether my friend, the mover of this resolution, con¬ 
templates by the term nautical institution a training ship alone or a 
training ship and a school for imparting theoretical education on land 
also. In either case, I believe the costs will not be very great aztd in the 
interests of all concerned it is desirable and necessary that Govern¬ 
ment should no longer shelve this question of immense importance to 
the people of this presidency. From the reports of the committee as 
also from the resolution of the Government No. 2772-Mariiie, dated the 
8th August, 1921, on the subject, one cannot have any idea as to what 
the scheme, taking both sides of it, would cost. In the absence of parti¬ 
culars or an approximate idea of the cost both recurring and non-recur¬ 
ring, we should not throw the project aside. If it does not involve pro¬ 
hibitive expenditure it should be taken up immediately. If, on the 
other hand, the expenditure is rather heavy, there is no reason why the 
principle should not be accepted and the scheme taken in hand when 
funds are available. Prices of all classes of vessels have gone down to a 
great extent and this appears to be an opportune moment for taking up 
the project. 

^.IBabu TANKANATH OtfAUDHURI; I beg to support the resolu- 
JSfrnttOved by Babu Annada Charan Putta as well as the umdndmenfe 
which have been made on the original resolution. The previous 
speakers have alluded to the past history of seamanship in Indja, but we 
need not go into the details of what we had. We should consider only 
one thing and that is this that when the people of Bengal want to learn 
seamanship now the Government should help thi* people in learning it. 
It is a legitimate demand from the people and I hope that the Govern¬ 
ment will try its best to have that hoi>e realised as early as possible. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support the resolution. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY GHAUDHURI: In connection 
with this resolution all that I have to say is that I have some personal 
experience of the kind of seamanship training the want of which stands 
in the way of Indian seaman getting into better nautical service. In 
fact in my evidence before the Industrial Commission I pointed out this 
fact and asked for the opening of a nautical school at Chandbali. But 
of course we are now discussing the subject as it affects Bengal and, I 


England (an honorary office), I met'with a large nuroher of lascare and 
firemen whom I found to be quite competent to go through a course of 
nautical training. In fact 1 took one of these men to a nautical school 
in Poplar and explained to him how training is offered at this institution. 
An institution of this kind is worth having here and I think that if funds 
are forthcoming and on inquiries being made as io the number of people 
who would be willing to go througili this course of training, and we 
find that a sufficient number of people are likely to come in, it wouldr be 
a good case for establishing a nautical school. I, thei'elore, support 
the resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Ketr): 1 am sure that everybody will have a good deal of sympathy 
with those who desire to afford a career in the mercantile marine to 
the youths of Bengal, hut the question before the Council is whether 
this particular proposal in the resolution is the best way to set about 
that business. I would point out, in the first place, that this resolution 
is far from being clear. The idea of Babu Annada Oharan Butta 
about a nautical institution seem to vacillate between a school with land 
and buildings and a steamer going out on the deep and coming back at 
intervals : or a combination of both. That is a matter of detail perhaps, 
but it would certainly affoct the esx>ense, and I shall show later on that 
we cannot afford to disregard the question of exi)ense at the present 
moment. An even more troublesome question is that the resolution 
proposes that this institution should l>e for the training of both seamen 
and officers, I veuiure to suggest to the Council that this is an imprac¬ 
ticable proposition. In England where there are these facilities for ^ 
both seamen and officers, I think T am ri^-tht in saying that they nre( s 
never in. the some institution. The officers’ training ships whiclut^il^ 
in England are intended for youths of the educated classes, and that, 

I take it, is what most of the members had in view when they referred 
to the desirability of throwing the mercantile marine open to the youths 
of this country. That is one class of institution in England. The 
other class is the institution at Poplar mentioned by Mr. Cbaudhuri, 
where men of the seamen class go for short training in the intervals 
between their voyages. Before we can make any progress with the 
proposal in the resolution we should have to he very clear as to what we 
really want. Taking the case of the educated boys, I should like in the 
first place to clear up k>me misunderstanding that appears to exist 
regarding the committee on the nautic^ school. The committee was 
appointed at the instance of Sir John Camming, who took a great 
interest in this matter. It was not a representative committee, it was 
hot intended to be representative of public opinion or anything of that 
kind. It was practically a committee of ship-owners. Sir John 
Cuinming invited three British firms, idz., the British India Steam 



and these 6rins nominated their marine superintendents.- Then ■ be 
asked two Indian firms, Sonatan Nityananda Bay and Muhshi Abdul 
Itahman Dubash of Chittagong?, to nominate representatives of -the 
Indian ship-owners. That is to say, there were three British ship-^ 
owners and two Indian ship-owners on the committee with the Port 
Officer as the President. The functions which were assigned to 'that 
committee were to ascertain whether there was any scope for an insti¬ 
tution to give theoretical training in the art of navigiitiou in Bengal. 
The first thing the committee set themselves to do was to intjuire whether 
there was any Bengali lad who really wanted this natitical training. In 
response to their invitation six youths put in a memorial. 
They were asked to t^ome and meet tlie cninmittee but 
they never tuimed up.- Consequently the committee had 
no evidence whatever that there was a reiil desire for a 
career at sea on the part of that section of the community who^e interests 
they were specially considering. That has been my own experience also. 
I have been in touch with a considemhle number of people during the last 
eight or nine months in connection with this question and I have often 
asked them to bring me a boy who would be willing to go to sea. I have 
not seen that boy yet. It is no good bilking about a nautical career in 
this Council. What we want to get at in the first place is whether there 
are really any boys who want a nautical career. When wc find tluwe 
hoys we want to ascertain whether there is going to be any norf. of 
career for them and who is going to employ them. That will he the 
second stage of the inquiry. Bubu Aimada Clmran Dultu has pointed 
out that there are difficulties in the way of getting employment under 
»European ship-owners. It is not the case that the Government have ever 
the word prestige in this ronnection hut that was, I think,^the word 
used by Mr. Guha in his note, in wliich he described the actual views of his 
colleagues on the committee. We have to face facts aTul when we got 
the committee’s report we began to inquire on the lines indicated by 
Mr. Guha whether any Indian firms were willing to take these youths as 
apprentices. The Indian firms consulted were not enthusiastic, and that 
I think will he admitted by everybody who has practicjil experience 
of the shipping trade. But the firm of Sonatan Nityananda Kay have 
told us that they are thinking of ordering new vessels and of remodelling 
some of their present vessels with a view to provide accommodation for 
Indian apprentices on these vessels. I think it was in August or 
September last that we heard last from a representative of the firm and 
we have heard nothing since then, but we have told the firm 
that 'when their scheme matured wo should he very glad 
if they would let us know particulars and anything that 
we could do to help them. That brings me to the third 
point which is of importance in connection with the ■ proposalj 




which no very definite opinion has been expressed. A\ any rate the first 
bateh of Indian boys to take to a sea-ihring^ life would probably have to 
go to sea without training in a nautical institution and obtain their train- 
ing, theoretical and practical, on the sea. There would be no hardship 
in that. It is quite clear from the committee’s report and from our 
general knowledge that a theoretical course of training is in itself of ho 
use at all. Even in Englandi theoretical training at a training ship or 
nautical academv is not considered sufficient to start a lad on his sea- 
faring career. The qualifications prescribed by the Board of Trade as 
necessary for a male’s certificate—a mate being the lowest class of officer— 
are four years’ service at sea or, in the alternative, two years on a training 
vessels and three years’ service at sea, so that the only advantage the naval 
school cadets in England get from service in a training ship is that their 
actual training service at sea is cut short by one year. But actually the 
training period of a cadet extends to five years instead of four in the case 
of a hoy who goes straight to sea. What we want to know—the pro* 
posal to take Indian boys as apprentices matures—is whether it is likely 
that there would he any demand for theoretical training on the part of 
such hoys. The situation being somewhat uncertain as I said we are pro* 
ceeding on the lines indicated by Mr.^uha in his valuable note appended 
to the committee’s proceedings. Mr. Dubash who, as a ship-owner, could 
have given us a very valuable o])inion ns to the requirements of ship’s 
officers was unfortunately not able to take part in the proceedings of the 
committee and we have not been able to get any opinion from him so far. 
What Mr. Guha said was that the problem could not he solved by Govern¬ 
ment alone and that he was afraid it was not possible for Government to 
do much in the present circumstances for the younger generation of 
Bengal unless and until there were a sufficient number of ships owned 
run by Indians. We are ready to do our best to help in every way we can 
the Indian firms that feel inclined to take Indian lads as apprentices and 
we do not see that we can do much more at present. 

Another step that we are taking is to popularise the examination for 
certificates of competency as masters and mates of vessels not exceeding 
1,000 tons. This examination was started during the war. Owing to 
the lack of masters of small vessels and coasting steamers during the war, 
there was considerable risk of the coasting trade ceasing to ply ; so the 
examination was started during the war and we had a certain number 
of candidates. The examination is quite easy for anybody to pass who 
has served in a coasting vessel provided he is literate in English or the 
vernacular. A coastal vessel is quite sufficient to give a man all the sea 
training that is necessary for the purpose. We are trying to do our best 
to popularise this examination. Recently we published rules for that 
examination, and we asked the Port Officers at Calcutta and Chittagong 
to do all they could to induce serangs and people of that kind to go up for 


direction. But as I have said, at the present time, the need for a nautical 
institution is not certain. As the Council well know we are absolutely 
on bed-rock in the matter of finance, and 1 do not see how we can launch 
upon an expensiTe scheme of doubtful necessity. Expensive it will 
certainly be even on the estimates of Babu Aunada Charan Butta and I 
do not know how far these estimates are correct. So I any that it 
would be wrongs for us to launch upon ah expensive scheme of this kind 
before our financial situation gets straight. Babu Annada Charan Duttu 
on Friday supported a resolution which would have the effect of reducing 
the budget grants on the reserved side by a crore of rupees or more. He 
comes to-day with a proposal to spend a large sum of money out of our 
reduced grants on a scheme which can hardly be classed as urgent. I 
must ask the members of this House to have some regard for the diffi¬ 
culties of our financial situation and to consider carefully whether we 
should really be justified in launching upon a scheme of this nature at 
the present time. As I said we are taking steps to do what we can 
to open up the mercantile marine as a career for the Bengali lads, but 
we do not know whether a sufficient number of lads would be forthcoming 
to adopt such a career. At the present time we are unable, for financial 
reasons alone, to accept the proposal in the resolution. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUtTA: I shall try to reply to the 
Hon’ble Member seriatiin and he short. What the resolution wants is 
an institution for training both the khalasis and the seamen which also 
seems to be the object of Government. 'J'hey are trying to popularise 
the examination recently started for the sernngs of vessels below 
1,000 tons. But that is something like an annexe to the original insti¬ 
tution proposed in the resolution. In my opinion there, should not bo 
^any difficulty over the matter. We may make a modest beginning and 
keep the training of these two classes separate. For all practical 
purposes there would be no confusion between the two, and if, by sub¬ 
sequent natural growth, it becomes necessary to start two different 
nautical schools at two different places, ibis can easily be done, although 
an amalgamation of the two schools in one and the same place would 
be rather more economical. 

The next point that has been put forward is whether really there is 
a demand for such a school. It is a very important point. 1 am sorry 
and surprised too that Government do not seem to be aware of the needs 
of the time. In Chittagong there is a small workshop in which young 
boys of 16 who have just matriculated and belong to good family are 
trying to enter with the hope of getting into some job as a mistt 7 on a 
ship. If you can give them opportunities, there will be any number of 
young lads of 16, and I am told that boys between the age of 16 and 18 
are of the right type; for this purpose graduates and people of that kind 
will not do. Our idea is that it is only the matriculates and such people 


Lai Bay Bahadur, who is a ship-owner at Chittagong, that he can give 
fire such young lads within seven days provided you can give thetn open¬ 
ings for their future life. I can assure you also that from Chittagong 
1 cun give you more than 100 boys—^matriculates of all classes and some 
of them graduates even—who will be very eager to go into a sea-faring 
life provided they are assured of a respectable position later on. This 
will show that there is a demand. You will be surprised to hear that 
people who have watched the non-co-operation movement are struck by 
the fact that young lads—matriculates, under-graduates and sometimes 
graduates—have taken to any sort of {profession without thinking it 
derogatory. The caste distinctions are perhaps going away very rapidly, 
and if yo\\ give them good openings, there would be plenty of such people 
coming forward. 

There is a further argument that if you can satisfy the Government 
that there is a real demand, the Government will give you opportunities. 
Every body knows that the Government is very slow in moving. If 
many people come forward and put in applications to take to sea life 
the Govcrnuient will think over the matter, and half a dozen years may 
elapse before they decide to take any action, which will be too late for 
the demand. Ky idea is that where the interests of the people as a 
whole are concerned, at least there will be an appreciable number who 
will come forward to avail themselves of the opportunity for maritimo 
education. At first there may be prejudices just as in the case of the 
first Hindu lad who took up the dissecting knife at the Medical College 
and was honoured by some sort of bomb fire or cannon fii'e, but it will 
vanish in time as is apparent from the fact that so many people rush in 
for admission into the Medical College at the present day. When the 
first constable was given a leather belt people thought that he would lose ^ 
his caste, but what do we find now ? 

You can get any number of constables, you can get any number of 
men—Hindus or Muhammadans—in that line. So it is evident that if 
you first give them opportunities, the people will come by scores to take 
to that line. If they do not come forward, then, and then only, can you 
say that they are absolutely useless. I have already shown that it is 
unsound to say that the Bengalis can never be seamen in their life. 

Then as to the cost, it is no doubt like the pathetic appeal of a defence 
Counsel in the most indefensible of cases for the accused. The position 
is that he being the Finance Member, everybody will try to take some¬ 
thing from him. My personal opinion is that this maritime education 
can well be tried in the whole of Bengal, and Government should take 
steps to give us some modest opening, at a cost of, say, one lakh of 
rupees. If the scheme was likely to cost more, I would not have brought 
this proposal forward. Lakhs and lakhs of rupees are being voted year 
’ after year for things which cannot and should not be mentioned in the 


in regard to this particular subject at all. The real idea is th^t when the 
training vessels on their return to ports will liave to be afforded u safe har¬ 
bour, certainly there should be some residential quarters for the cadets 
also. The Hon’ble Hember will find in the scheme submitted to Govern¬ 
ment some years back the object of mentioning this fact. The difficulty is 
whether and how ^we can procure sea-going vessels. Here I appreciate 
the difficulty of the Hon’ble Member; he practically concedes the point 
in my favour when he says that he is trying to induce Indian ship-owners 
to make some sort of arrangement. At present European firms absolutely 
decline to take in Indian lads as apprentices. 'Ihe solution of the 
difficulty lies in the fact that these firms must be made to take in Indian 
lads. 

The examination recently decided upon will not, I am sure, satisfy 
the aspirations of the people of whom I have tiilked so much. I have 
seen the very text book for the examination in the vernacular; it is 
something which will qualify a man to bo a serang or something kindred 
to be put in charge of an inland river steamer only. It does not g«) 
further. 

Therefore I hope and tmsl the Council will agree to accept my 
resolution. 

The motion that the following amendment be made in the resolution 
was put first, viz.^ ** that in motion No. 16, for the word ‘vessels’ at 
the end, the words ‘sea-going steam and other vessels’ be substituted.” 

On tbo motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result:— 


AYES. 


Atfdy, Babu Amulya Dbene. 

Afial, NAwabcada K. M. Khan BAhadur. 
Ahmtd, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Aiaharuddin. 

AH, Munthi Amir. 

All, Munthi Ayub. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
BantrjM, Rai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Bhatueharji, Batou Ham Chandra. 

■eta, Mr. t. M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafliar 
Rahman. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadav. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Data, Rai Bahadur Fyari Lai. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Chata, Rai Bahadur dOBOhdra chundar. 
Haa, Bhah lyad Emdadul. 

Karim, Maulvi AbduL 
Karim, Maulvi PaMal. 


Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftaua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman.* 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Erthad Ali. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu datith Chandra. 
Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhona. 
Mukhepadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nakay, Mirxa Muhammad Ali. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra, 
pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharatwar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Kriahna Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. BIJey Pratad tingh. 

Ray, Raja Manllall Singh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu tailaja Nath. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdua. 

Sarkar, Babu Riahindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surandra NMyan. 
guhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 





D«y, Mr. 0. a I MilMr, tilt Htii*Mt Mr. P. 0. 

DttVftl, Mr. H. P. 

PrtfMh, Mr. F. 0. 

ForrMltr, Mr. 4 . Oampbtll. 

OooPt, Mr. t. W. 

Oordtiit Mr. A. O. 

HopkyiM, Mr. W. A. 

Kerr, tht Hen'bit Mr. 4 . H. 

Ltng. Mr. 4 . 

Larmoiir, Mr. F. A. 

HAhtrajadhiraja Bahadur tf Burdwan, 

tht Htn’blt. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 29, the motion was agreed to. 

The amended resolution in the following form was then put and agreed 
to:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken by Government to start a nautical institution for Bengal at 
Chittagong or in any other suitable place in Bengal for the training of 
seamen and officers for sea*going steam and other vessels. 

Distress in Khulna. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROYs “ This Council recommends to the 
Govevunient that the> may be pleased to subscribe a sum of money not 
l)elow one lakh of rujiees to supplement the efforts of voluntary organi¬ 
sations now working for the relief of the distressed people of Khulna and 
that a supplementary estimate be presented as soon as possible for the 
vote of this Council.” 

Only about four months ago there was a discussion in this Council on 
the scarcity prevailing in Khulna, and a resolution was phased recom¬ 
mending tW “Government be pleased to take necessary steps to 
supplement the efforts of local relief committees with a view to mitigate 
the distress caused by the prevailing scarcity in Khulna.” I am sorry, 
so soon after the previous debate, to stand up and again bring this matter, 
before the Council. But I can not help it. 

hlv resolution is not the same as that passed on the 12th July last. 
The difference is this—the previous one was not definite, as regards the 
amonnt to be spent; while my resolution is definite on this point. 

Thai there was acute distress in the affected area is admitted by all 
parties. What makes me take up the time of the Council for the second 
time, is the fact that not only there was acute distress but there is 
acute distress and the prospects is still gloomy. 

This severe scarcity has not been caused by the failure of the crop 

of one year but of three or four years in succ-ession. The people of this 

area have sold their all, including household utensils, Hindus in 

• this part of the country—as almost evm where else—do 

_ _- _ .1 « • ... 


FAmmn, Maulvi Mi. ABShI SBBBar. 
Fayna, Hr. C. F. 

Rat, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tht Htn'blt Sir Abd*iir. 
RoblRMn, Majtr^ntral, W. H. B. 
Sttphtnsen, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. 4 , A. L. 

Travtrt, Hr. W. L. « 

WhMitr, tha Han'bla Sir Hanry. 
Wliiiamt, Mr. e. Addamt. 

WerdHvorth, Mr. W. C. 




it beooznea unclean and cannot be cleaned by washing. But it is a well- 
know fact that, in the absence of metal vessels, the people of this nffecied 
area are doing this, altbougb it is against the custom. 

This is the state of things as regards goods and chattel. As to the 
housing problem, most of the huts have .tumbled down for want of means 
to repair them; and the few that are still standing, are without walls and 
thatch. 

As to clothing required for ordinary decency, the scarcity is of a 
grievous character. 

Warm clothing has vanished altogether and winter is coming. What 
the condition of the people will be, can be very well imagined. 

The spring of charity that has so long kept the people alive and 
mitigated suffering, has almost dried up. The voluntary organisations 
for* relief are without fuuds; and the Khulna Famine Belief Committee 
is closing down finally on the 80th of November. 

The bright side of the picture is afforded by the fact that a six-anna 
crop has been grown in parts of the affected area. But the men of the 
zamindars and mahajans are already on the spot and will take away the 
larger share of it, if not all of it; for they have not been paid their dues 
for years. > 

I would mention the fact that in some cases the weekly dole of rice 
given to these people has been attached for their dues and taken away. 
The present condition of the people, with the partial crop in prospect is a 
little better, hut my purpose in pressing this resolution, at a time when 
the distress is not acute, is this. If we build up much hope on the crop 
in prospect we are likely to meet with a sad disappointment. Even if the 
whole of this crop goes into the pocket of the raiyats, that will not be 
enough to solve the problem for any length of time, because the six-anna 
crop, in the present state of the people, is a mere drop in the ocean. 
Besides, eery one of the affected areas has not got the six-anna croji. It 
is a six-anna crop grown on a prehaps 25 per cent, of the area, I asked 
for, but the exact figure is not in my hand. So I ask the question how will 
the present crop relieve those on whose land the crop has not grown? 
And what is of more importance, as charity is no longer coming in 
abundance, the voluntary organisations are compelled to shut up for want 
of funds. The distress of the people will not grow less in future but will 
assume alarming proportions inspite of whatever crop they may have 
grown. If voluntary relief is stopped for one month the result will be 
acute disuse. 

So the members of the Council can very well imagine to what extent 
the people wall be benefited by the present crop. 

To complete the picture, settlement operation is going on. Whatever 
the beauty of this operation may he, it does not conduce to the relief of * 


^ve them to understand that Uovemment wiU watcn things till the 
next crop and then take necessary steps. I will now place before the Coan> 
cil the amounts that hare been spent for relief by Government and the vol* 
untury organisation. Government have spent the sum of Bs. 13,022 on 
gratuitous relief and Bs. 47,908 on agricultural loans. The voluntary 
organisations have spent more than Bs. 1,36,000 on gratuitous relief only. 

As charity is almost at an end I now call upon Government to take 
proper steps to see that not only death through actual starvation is averted 
but something more is done for suffering humanity; that death through 
dysentery and other digestive disorders, brought on by devouring unsuit* 
able stuff to satisfy the gnawing of hunger, is averted; that the one indis* 
pensable food for the raiyats of Bengal, rice, is distributed liberally; as 
well as the people supplied clothes to wear and to cover themselves against 
the rigours of winter. 

It should be remembered that though people may not he dying through 
actual starvation, very often they may be dying in shoals through diseases 
brought about by the conditions 1 have described. 

I have been an eye-witness to this suffering and I call upon the mem¬ 
bers of this Council and all concerned to meet the situation with liberality 
and promptitude, otherwise we, including this Council, may be failing in 
our duty before God and man. 

Before I close 1 should say that 1 do not suggest that a sum not less 
than a lakh of rupees should be handed over at once, hut it may be given 
by monthly instalments according to the necessity of the season disii ibuied 
over a period of one year. Nor do T suggest that this lakh of rupees 
should be spent on giving charitalde doles, but a portion of it may be 
spent in wages for the able-bodied men on works of permanent utility. 
ITie Khulna Famine, Relief Committee, as I was given to understand, will 
be pleased to accept some money. We con give them something. But 
the first claim is of course of those who are helpless and unable to work, 
the number of such people is legion. 

With these words, Sir, I move my resolution. ^ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The object of the mover of this resolution is no doubt very 
laudable, and of course when he says that he has been an eye-witness 
to some of the sufferings, I do not wish to challenge it, because nobody 
wishes to challenge the fact that there has been scracity in parts of 
Khulna, but wbat I wish to lay before the members of this House is 
what the real facts are at the present juncture, and whether in view of 
those facts, the Government would be justified in spending a lakh of 
rupees in gratuitous relief. I take it that the mover himself does hot 
suggest that the Government should declare the area concerned under 
the Famine Code, which would undouhtly be tbe proper step for Govern¬ 
ment to take if they considered that there was famine in the portion 



of Khulna under discussion. Well, we have heard that the famine relief 
fund is coming to an end because the flow of public charity has ceased. 

1 venture to say that this is not the trae fact of the case. 

I have, after visiting the area, been constantly in touch with the Com¬ 
missioner of the division, and my department has had constant com¬ 
munication from* the Collector. Writing on the 7th November last, 
Mr. Fawcus said— 

It is worth noting that the organisers of Sir P. C. Roy’s fund have informed 
me that in view of the improved conditions caused by harvesting of early paddy 
and earth works tor roads and embankments now available, the committee propose 
to close the majority of their relief works by the 30th November. I have inspected 
the areas and consider they are justified. 

Writing again on the Jl2th Noveniher to the Commissioner, the 
Collector wrote as follows— 

Tn reply to your telegram just received, I have jost visited all the affected areas 
and I found the conditions so much improved that I am closing down the Syedpur 
estate relief at once and propose to close down other centres by the 30th November. 

1 am sure that there is no justification for declaring the area under the Famine 
Code as the price of new rice has come down to 6 pice a seer in many places in 
the affected area and is expected to come down to 4 pice a seer. It is a long time 
since the price has been so low. There may be a few isolated areas where condi¬ 
tions are still the same as before, but we may take it that even in Pratapn^ar, n 
place T visited, there is no longer any famine, and the situation can be adequately 
dealt with from the district relief fund for the present. 

These two extracts go U) show that the relief funds started by Sir P. C. 
Koy and by tbe Kam Krishna Mission and others have now been closed 
down, and are not being closed down simjdy for the fact which has been 
mentioned by the mover of this resolution. He may be more in tbe con¬ 
fidence of these gentlemen, and it may be true that their funds are low, 
but whether their funds are low or not, what we have to •consider is 
whether the funds necessary to maintain and keep up tbe amount of 
relief at present required are adequate. From the Magistrate’s report 
it is amply clear that this is so. From that point of view it seems to me 
to be unnecessary to spend money on gratuitous relief when tbe con¬ 
ditions have so far improved as to necessitate tbe closing down of these 
funds, and the organisers themselves think that the conditions have 
improved. Sir P. C. Roy also wrote to me the other day on the subject. 
Well, of course he has mentioned other matters which have no connection 
with the present discussion. He says— 

I am directed by my committee to state for your information . . . that my 

committee have decided to stop relief operations with effect from tbe 30th Novem¬ 
ber next after distributing doles of rice to helpless women and orphans for the 
first two weeks of December . . . 

The next point is this: that the mover of the resolution has asked 
the members of this Council to vote a lakh of rupees for further relief. 
I may tell him that if in the places where even this year crops have not 


budget we bate adequate funds for famine relief, and as in tbe budget 
that amount is not ear-marked for any particular area, it might be made 
available for Khulna or any other place during the current year. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: How much money may I 
ask have you got in the budget? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I am coming to that, Kumar SaHIb. In the budget we 
have under famine relief and insurance a sum of Its. 50,000 for famine 
relief, including gratuitous relief, and a sum of Its. 1,60,000 for transfer 
to famine insurance fund which can be made available if circumstances 
demand.' Out of this fund for gratuitous relief, we have still got Bs. 25 
to Bs. 30,000. We have spent about Bs. 15,000 so far, and we can 
spend up to Bs. 1,50,000. Therefore, it seems to me quite unnecessary 
to ask the Council to budget one lakh of rupees especially for the Khulna 
famine; for in the first place, there is no famine there at the present 
moment, secondly, if money was required we have got more than the lakh 
of rupees that the mover wants. For these reasons it seems to me quite 
unnecessary to vote for the amount over and above the Bs. 1,60,000 we 
have in the budget for this purpose. 

* Then, again, there is only one question that remains to be answered, 
viz.f the condition of the people generally. As I said in the communigui 
which was issued after my visit, there is no 'doubt that where the real 
scarcity lay was in the insufliciency of wearing apparel for the people 
of the locality. Even that has been met, and at the present moment we 
have had no further complaints; if there are, I am sure the organisation 
still kept open will have no difiiculty in dealing with them. 

The Collector's view that the situation has improved has been confirmed 
by a report of a gentleman of the Salvation Army who came to see me 
and gave valuable information which was published in the Statesvian of 
the 6th November. He noted that there was a marked improvement in 
the physical condition of the people he visited. He inspected about 
4,000 men, women and children and only about five could be said to he 
in a poor condition. Of these three proved to he suffering from malaria, 
one baby with chest trouble, and a case of neglect by a half-witted mother. 
As regards Government’s contribution, I need not go into the question, 
as I believe the mover of the resolution has practically mentioned the 
figures. All I need point out is that there is no need to take an alarmist's 
view of the position. I may have to say something when the next two 
resolutions come up regarding tbe settlement operations in these areas. 

I do not propose to answer him because there is sufficient time for me to do 
so when the next resolution comes up. It will suffice for the preseat to 
say that if in any of the areas crop is not grown this year, and the con- 


meKsnres M may be neceesary. For these reasons, I would not recom¬ 
mend the acceptance of this resolution as there is no need to provide for 
this amount of money in the budget, as we find that m the budget we 
haTe more money than is demanded by the moTer. 

a 

Bvbll NALINi NATH ROYS I have heard what the Hon’ble Member 
has had to say. It is not likely that I should know what amount has 
been budgeted, but I know that the distress is there and will be acute. 
1 will read the letter, the first porticm of which the Hon'ble Member has 
mentioned, and will show to the Council that there is distress at present, 
and there will be distress later on. That letter which he has read to the 
Council is from Sir P. C. Roy, to the Hon’ble the Maharajadhirajp Baba« 
dur of Burdwan. Sir P. C. Roy says— 

In this connection I may remind you that at a ronnd-table conference in tbe 
bungalow of the District Magistrate of Khulna, we were given to understand 
that Government would keenly watch the position. 

Thtt Hon’bto the MAHARAjAoHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I rise to a point of order and say that Government 
are watching the situationand there is no need to read that |>oHion of 
the letter? I have read out the portion of it that concerns this resolu¬ 
tion. 

BiUhi NALINI NATH ROY: I want to show from the letter that it 
states that there is distress^. I do not know what money has been 
budgeted for its relief and I am quite justified in bringing this matter 
before the Council. 

The motion was-put and declared lost. 

The mover asked for a division, but the Deputy-President ruled that 
he was too late, as the decision of the House had been announced. 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: In regard to the next motion 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri saw me and asked permission that 
Babu Sailaja Hath Roy Chaudhuri may be allowed to move it for bini. 
I granted him this permission. 

Survey and Sattlemant oparations In Khulna. 

Babu SAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI; ''This CouncU 
recommends to the Government that the Survey and Settlement operations 
in the district of Khulna be stopped for the present.*’ 

The apprehension of a 'distress in Khulna was brought to the notice 
of the Council and the Government in March last, during the discussion 
on the budget; but, unfortunately, it failed to attract such attention as 
it ought to have. I need not take yotir time in discussing here all 
that happened since and is etiU happening as it has been fully discussed 



want to make kero a few observations regarding the Survey and Settle¬ 
ment operations and submit bow it is desirable to suspend tkem for tbe 
time being. ' ^ 

During the voting of grants motions were brought forward by various 
members to suspend or at any rate to curtail tbe grant of Survey and 
Settlement operations in Bengal and at least one member prayed for the 
suspension of these operations in Khulna considering the fact that Khulna 
could not yet recover itself from the disastrous effect of the cyclone ol 
1919. The Hon’ble Member in charge, as usual, very eloquently pleaded 
how the reductions, as demanded, were unthinkable and tried 
to explain away all the objections raised, point by point, but 'curiously 
remained silent as far as tbe ’distressed conditions of Kbulna were 
concerned. This only went to show that either he had no sensible 
objections to make or the facts were so misrepresented as could he safely 
ignored. As far as I know the facts quoted by the learned mover were 
taken fi'om the Government reports and, therefore, they could not he 
contradicted. Tbns there was only one conclusion which the Government 
was loath to admit. Certain observations were also made which require 
a careful scrutiny and I want to meet him on the very questions raised by 
him in support of these operations. Perhaps he too, believed, with a few 
other members of the Council whose hearts were found to overflow with 
sympathy for the voiceless millions, that these motions were brought by 
the much maligned jsamindars and their friends in this Council. 

The primary objection, it appeared, which the Hon'ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur had against the suspension of these operations 
in districts where the traverse survey was completed, as in Khulna, was 
that the Government would have to spend the sum over and again for 
making .bouYidary lines and building pillars—tbus it was thought not 
desirable to thrust an extra burden on a district or districts concerned. 
Frankly speaking, I fail to follow it. Is it to be understood that the 
pillars which have been built, the boundary lines which may have been 
marked are made of sand to disappear as soon as they are made? The 
rules lay down for a register of these pillars and marks and thus charge 
given to the chowkidars. Are we to understand the map or the hooks 
that may have been prepared are also lost ? It will be interesting to see 
how the Hon’ble Member consistently reconciles his policy with his 
subsequent action specially in referpnee to the suspension of these 
works in Murshidahad. The people have a right to know why and'^ow 
these operations were suspended in Murshidahad and so .vigofti^sly 
taken up in Khnlna—and further why of all places in the district the 
affected area taken first? 

Do the Government think that the people of this area are bettsr,.off 
than their brethren of Murshidahad? Are we to understand that the 
Government do not b^eve that there is any dishes Ihere? Or is it 


ikey l>ee& thrown ont of employment or their eerricea utilised elsewhere ? 
Sir, 1 submit, these are questions which oppress the people and the 
seeming indiSerence of the Goyemment to their grieyances, the' cold, 
calculatings and callous replies to their queries exasperate their feeling. 
It is no wonder that there prevails as widespread a discontent as you 
can possibly imagine even among the masses. Why blame the non- 
co-operators? Tou yourself drive the people to non-co-operate. People 
at least e:q>ect you to be consistent, but 1 forget consistency may be a 
virtue but inconsistency is no crime. The people wanted relief and 
you have been giving it with vengeance. Surely it is another proof, 
if any proof is needed at all, that the Hon’ble Member has been doing 
all that could be possibly done tb mitigate their suffering. • 

Next, Sir, we were told that no appreciable reduction was possible 
under ^^ese grants. It appears from His Excellency’s speech on the 
opening of the session of the Council, that it has now been found possible 
to a certain extent. Are we to understand that this has been made 
possible at the cost of efficiency? Is it why the Eanungoes are 
empowered with revenue powers to conduct these proceedings? I would 
only say the settlement operations as are now being carried on in Khulna 
is a mere farce and the oppression and the zulum of the underlings— 
the less said of their notoriety the better—^will be greater than before. 
The Hon’ble Member himself observed, I am quoting his own words, 
that ''if the record-of-rights is to be prepared at all, it is best to have 
an accurate one because a bad and inaccurate record is worse than no 
record at all.” I put it to the Hon’ble Member if the present arrange¬ 
ments will help him to have the records prepared as indicated by him. 
My submission is—^it is far from so. 

Much has been made of a remark made by a certain membei: that the 
long delayed pledge to the voiceless millions can not be deferred. These 
measures, it is said, will confer untold blessings on the raiyats and their 
landlords in the peaceful enjoyment of their rights. Every one knows 
how costly and troublesome litigations follow the settlement proceedings. 
Well, nobody wants to lose what he has gdt. Contests are inevitable 
between the landlords and their tenants. How can you expect the raiyats 
to fight with their isamindars when they have to depend on others* 
oharity for "their livelihood. Certainly, it is not the time to thrust upon 
the people a measure however beneficial its effects may be. As to the 
unfulfilled pledge—^t appears as if this is the only pledge remaining to 
be fulfilled. Please do not talk of pledges—^we have had enough. 

I cannot but refer to another stock argument that the people have 
got to pay nothing for costs just at present and, as such, how could* 
there be any objection ? I like to be enlightened if they have to supply 
all the necessities from fuel to food to the settlement officers under 
penalty, and if any payment is made for tb^ supplies. How would you 
exphct from a people—distressed as they are by want 6f food:-^n''ded 


proceedings, to co-opomte with and take directions irom the settlement 
officers at every step as contemplated by the settlement proceeding!^ 
specially when their services are more urgently lequired for the harvest f 

It is maintained by some that these operations will help the affected 
people to earn a living. To them I would say they have no knowledge 
of the things as they stand and I pity their ignorance. 

If you %re really anxious for the welfare of the raiyats, why do you 
not show that zeal and earnestness which you have been showing to push 
on these operations for protective works P I submit and I believe the 
Hon’ble Member himself will bear me out that protective works in this 
part of the district are essential not onl^ for a good harvest but also for 
human habitation. It is known to the Oovernment that almost all the 
protective works and dams were destroyed or seriously damaged by the 
cyclone of 1919 and the root cause of the distress lies in it. I ren^ember 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr once pointed out to me and the Hon’ble Member 
lias just also made a reference to it that there was a fund called famine 
insurance fund and its object was either for actual relief of famine or for 
protective irrigation works or similiar works. I want to know if the 
Government had to spend any sum out of it for the distressed people of 
Khulna either for actual relief or for any protective works as contemplated 
by the fund. Sir, a large number of people have left tbeir homes for a 
shelter elsewhere and the lands lie flat and barren. First make the 
lands fit for human habitation and then think of settlement. It will not 
be too much to say that these tracts will be depopulated at no distant date 
if the present state of things are further allowed to continue. Ask any 
one you like in these places and record what he says. 

I would ask the Hon’ble Member to compare the condition of Khulna 
of 1897 with the present. The distress of 1897, when the people, as the 
Government report says, were found unwilling to come to relief, was 
treated as a famine. What do we find nowP instances are not rare of 
hundreds of people: men, women and children—old, infirm and sick— 
huddled together in small clusters coming from a distance of 40 miles or 
more to receive a handful of rice for relief. I challenge contradiction. 
It passes my comprehension how you can still treat this so lightly. 

I therefore pray for a suspension of settlement operations as a relief 
measure and I believe the settlement operations cannot be carried on 
and a correct record>of>rights prepared* under the existing conditi<ms. 
In the name of the suffering humanity, I appeal to^ your hearts and 
commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 16 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Mauivi A. K, PAZL-UL HAQi I have given notice of a similar resplu- 
iion, but instead of movingit by way of a separate motion, I wish to uj 


knowledge. 1 have received several letters from various parts of the 
district in which influential gentleman well ac^iuainted with local condi¬ 
tions have urged upon n^ to bring forward this resolution in deference to 
the wishes of a large section of the district. We all know that when 
settlement operations begin in any district, some minor survey operations 
have got to carried on and the visits of amim and others, who carry on 
these operations, are in many instances rather unwelcome to the people of 
the locality which they visit. When there is a scarcity prevailing in any 
part of the country, the people are in no mood to attend the operations, 
however important they may be, and for various reasons it is just 
and proper that the feelings of the people shotild be resi)ected in this 
matter. I understand that minor survey operations have beep carried 
out in other districts and it is inst possible to leave Khulna alone for the 
present till better conditions prevail, and to carry on settlement operations 
in other districts where survey operations have been completed. I would 
join my friend, who has moved this resolution, in the appeal to the 
Hon’ble Member in charge to see his way to afford the people some relief 
by suspending setllement operation for at least a short period till better 
conditions prevail in that district. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am son-y that 1 hove to oppose the 
resolution which has been moved on the suspension of Survey and Settle¬ 
ment operations in the district of Khulna. This question was raised 
when the budget was under discussion. Several amendments were moved 
for the reduction of the budget grant for the Survey and Setllement opera¬ 
tions in the district of Khulna and the other districts and there wag a hot 
discussion on that subject, but notwithstanding the strong support of some 
of the members of this Council, all the amendments were lost. Since 
then. Government has appointed a numlier of officers and amins for the 
survey of the districts of Jessore and Khulna and I may be allowed to say 
that the samindars interested bnve also appointed a number of their 
officers for this work. It would be too late to suspend the suivey and 
settlement work in tbe district of Khulna. If we do that, the Govern¬ 
ment as well as the samindars will he placed in a false position. The 
Government may transfer these officers to some other disti-iets, but what 
about the officers appointed by tbe zamindarsf Are their services to be 
dispensed withf Then what is the object of this survey settlement? 
I understand it is to protect tbe legal rights of the raiyats and, by this 
operation, a number of disputes will be avoided. 1 know as a matter of 
faift there are several disputes between landlords and tenants in connection 
with boundaries, in connection with the increase of rents and in connection 
with the rights of the tenants. Some of the raiyats have alleged that 
they have got permanent leases hut the zamindars say that the raiyats Are 
merely tenants-at-wiU. It is the best opportunity to settle those disputes 


raging in the district of Khnlna. But, Sir, I may be allowad to atata 
that the cost is realised not before this work is taken in hand nor during 
the progress of this work but after the final publication of the record-of* 
rights, and therefore, at least during the next 12 months, there is no 
possibility of the realisation of this cost from the tenants. Then what 
is the cost as it appears from the budget discussion on this question f 
It is not more than one rupee per acre. 1 do not think it would be too 
costly to take up this work having regard to the advantages of survey and 
settlement work, but I‘would take this opportunity of requesting Gov^n- 
ment to reduce the charge so far as it would be practicable. It has been 
stated that it will be a source of great hardship on the raiyats, but it 
appears ,to me that 75 per cent, of the total cost is realised from the zamin- 
dars and not from the raiyats. It has also been stated that there is a fam- 
ine but it appears from the report of the Government that at present there 
is no famine. I admit that in the Asasuni thana there is scarcity still. 
I, therefore, suggest that the settlement work in that thana may be ad¬ 
journed for the time being. But that is no reason why the survey and 
settlement work in the whole district of Khulna should be suspended. 
It appears from the Calcutta Gazette that the price of rice has materially 
come down in Khulna where it is being sold at 8 seers per rupee. But as 
a rice-trader I may be allowed to say that rice is selling at 10 seers per 
rupee in the interior of the Khulna district. It appears from the official 
report, and I know it is a fact, that the hhadoi crop is very good. I there¬ 
fore submit that my friend is labouring under a misapprehension. This 
resolution appears to be a vague one. It has been su^ested to postpone 
the settlement operations for the present. For what period and how long 
the officers are to be kept in abeyance without any pay, 1 fail to under¬ 
stand. 

With*^theBe remarks, I strongly oppose this resolution. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: I would not like to add much. I only 
say this much that the people of Khulna have already got enough of 
adverse factors to attend to, and I do not know why Government should 
add another in the shape of settlement operations at a time when the 
people are in a bad plight. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: The settkmeni 
operations in certain districts are sometimes ruinous—^ruinous net cmly 
to the Government but also to the raiyats. I know this from experience 
and I say confidenUy that the settlement operations should be takeA^p 
in, prosperous times. The reasons suggested by the moYer is this, that 
in Khulna the people have been suffering from the acute distress. We 
have got information just now from the Hon’ble the Kaharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan that the state of affairs is now clearing up and that 
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■UBpend^d for some time. Tke resolution lays down that Khulna diatriot 
is to be relieved from the operations of the settlement proceedings. I 
do not go so far. I say that Goverlbnent would be pleased to take such 
precautions that the settlement proceedings may not aifect the portions 
where the people are suffering. These are the points which I submit 
to the Council. Government 'may be pleased to take such precantions 
as will ensure stoppage of survey in that quarter where the people are 
affMted by ibe distress. 

'Witb these observations, I resume my seat. 

BtiHl 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs 1 beg to support this motion, 
and in doing so I do not think that anything need be added to wbat has 
been said by the mover and Idaulvi Fad-ul Haq. But I think Pmust tzy 
to remove some misconception that is in the mind of my friend, Babu 
AmuJya JDhone Addy, as he opposes this resolution. What the lesolu- 
tion asks for is that the Survey and Settlement operations be stojtped 
for the present. It does not want that it should hjs stopped in all the 
districts. The whole of my friend’s argument is based on the fket that 
there was a discussion on the matter at the time of the budget, hut sucb 
a question does not arise. The question is whether, in this particular 
district, the operations should be continued for the present, owing to 
the specific reason, namely, that a famine prevails there. Therefore, 
I think that there is not much of sense in the first argument. Then, 
comes the second question that there is no famine. Why?—because 
the Government has told us so. I say there is a famine because the 
people have said so. (“ Hear/* “ hear.”) He may be one of those men 
who think that the highest credit should be given to the Government 
reports and when the people of the country from Sir P. C. Roy down- 
wards—a hand of selfless workers—have said that there is siill famine, 
their evidence is nothing. There are Subdivisfonal Officers, the Dis¬ 
trict Magistrate and on the top oi' them the Divisional Commissioner; 
and my friend, Mr. Amulya Dhone Addy, is one of those men who think 
that when these officers choose to write that there is no famine, it must 
be taken as absolute truth. 1 am not one of those jnen uho would 
not trust my own countrymen. 

Government says that there is no famine and Babu Amul 3 ^ Dhone 
Addy thinks that there is no famine. Pray why did some of the high¬ 
est officials of Government subscribe handsomely, if there is no famine? 
Only a month and a half ago Rs. 1,000 was subscribed by a high Govern- 
mbnt official. Why did he send that? Just about a month and a 
half ago, why did some of the Hon’hle Members send down clotbes, 
money and all that? One of them is sitting in close i»ozimity.to Babu 
Amtdya Dbone Addy and he might put that question in a wldsper. If 
there was no famine, why was that done? It is idle to lay that becauae 


working under the leadership of Sir P. C. Hoy, who is a good^ worker, 
never given to ostentation, political discussion or anything of the kind 
an.l who is doing solid good work thikre, are we to brush this aside f liabu 
Amulya Dhone Addy says that since Government says there is no 
famine, there must be no famine—^that is a preposterous idea. Of course, 
1 do not know what he would call a famine. 1 do not know if the rise in 
prices means a famine to him or just a profit to hiifi. 1 am not in the 
trade, so I do not know, but this I know that my countrymen there'are 
suffering a great deal; that there is tremendous trouble over there 
and that people are so very badly suffering, that they have very little 
food to eat and no clothes to wear. Even women cannot come out of 
their homes for want of clothes. Because all these facts are not 
mentioned in a Government note, are we to disbelieve what appeared 
in the papers P I am not going to do that. I do not think that I need 
say more than this. Under the circumstances, it is only proper that 
these settlement operations should not be continued at least for some 
time till better days prevail. My friend says that there is no famine 
in Khulna. Supposing I had typhoid and the doctor says that there is 
no fever now, b this the time when 1 should be troubled with summons, 
%tcP There was famine a month ago. Because the famine stopped 
yesterday, is it a reason why these settlement operations should go 
onP There is no sense in it. It is always better to take a sensible 
view of these things. There was a famine, everybody knows includ¬ 
ing the Government. Princely donations were paid by Government 
officers. We,have heard of it and read of it. The whole country has 
paid subscriptions. Men from Bombay and men from distant Madras 
also subscribed. But my friend does not believe all that. He says that 
there is no famine. Since the famine has stopped, the settlement 
operations must go on, as if the only remedy for the famine is settle¬ 
ment operations, that is to say, settlement operations are to be the 
quinine of famine. As soon as the fever is gone, as soon as the famine 
is gone, the quinine of settlement oi>eratioDs must be given. This is 
absurd. 

Th« Hon’ble the >MAHARAJADHmAJA BAHADUR of 

BUROWANs So far, the debate on the resolution of Bai Harendra- 
nath Chaudhuri moved by Babu Sailaja Nath Hoy Chaudhuri 
has been healthy in this sense that the discussion has centred round 
the question of the distress that has been prevailing and still to certain 
extent prevails in parts * of the Khulna district. Now, from that 
point of view, I must say that I have welcomed the discussion for it 
makes it easier to reply than if an attack had been made with regard to 
settlement operations in general. The main objections raised most 
of the previouu speakers, especially those who are conversant with the 
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undergo^ muck suiferiug, that furtker suffeHng in tke way- o£ settle¬ 
ment (^rations now started there may not be inflicted upon them. Ou 
that point my answer is this that Government are well aVare of tke 
conditions in those parts of tke district of Khulna and m view of that 
fact I have alreculy passed orders that in areas where there had been 
distress^ the cadastral survey that U now going ou in the Khulna dis- 
taipt is not to take place until the harvest has been gathered in and 
theie are no crops on the field. I consider that to be a sufficient remedy 
for the present for this reason that if we had arrived at a stage in the 
Khulna settlement operations that we were likely to begin recovery* 
certainly the conditions of the tenantry would be far worse than if we 
had decided to carry on the cadastral survey in areas where there had 
been distress; but the recoveries are not likely to begin till the year 
• 1924-25, and therefore, we mfly safely say that by that time, Providence 
being kind, conditions in Khulna may so improve that it would not be 
puch a hardship as it would be the case if the recoveries had to be 
pressed at the present moment. 

Now, so far as the area in which there has been distress*is concerned, 
I have already mentioned that orders have issued that there are to be 
no cadastral surveys until the harvest has been gathered in and the 
fields are bare, for it is a well-known .fact that in the Settlement Depart¬ 
ment we try to finish our programme within a f^cified time, and have 
to start this cadastral survey when paddy is still on the land which does 
cause a certain amount of irritation to the tenants, although when there 
is a bumper crop there is sometimes an aggravated or rather exagger¬ 
ated idea of this irritation. We admit that in the affected parts <»{ 
Khulna, it would be more judicious and more humane to postpone the 
cadusiral survey until the harvest has been gathered and the fields are 
bai'e and little harm can be done to any crops there. That being so, 1 
say that we have met fair and square the argument that we should 
not harass the people in the localities where there has been distress. 

As regards the accusation made by the mover of this resolution 
(it is ^difficult for me*to say whether he was really expressing his own 
views or those of the gentleman on whose behalf he was moving this 
resolution) that as we had decided to go back to a two-party programme 
why Khulna had been included, I will meet the points by mentioning 
what are the two reasons for which Government even when deciding 
to reduce the settlement operation to a two-party basis included 
Khulna. It is perfectly obvious that it was not included to harass the 
people nor is it true to qf^y that Government knowing full weU that in 
parts of Slhulna there is a chronic state of failure, or chronic state of 
scarcity of crops the Government are still pressing the settlement 
operations? Government are fully aware of the state of affairs but the 


tile two reasona why Qoyerxunent decided to pnah on the xupnkiixmm 
were as follows: the Goyemment thought that, in tiie first place, so 
far as Goyemment estates in the Klhninft. district were concerned and 
so far as my information goes, as tiiere had been no famine or scai’city 
of any kind, there would be a definite increase in reyenue. The second 
reason why Goyemment decided^ to carry on was this that when we 
have a large staff to go into the question of settlement operations^ it 
is a good opportunity of haying a general suryey of the embankments 
in that district, for we know that owing to certain defects in a good 
number of these embankments (some of them small ones) saline water 
gets in and yery often we find that that is the reason for a chronic 
state of failure of crops in certain areas in the Khulna district each 
year<^ What we want to get at is (we have already started that work 
in the Irrigation Deparment, namely, of placing a special officer under 
the Settlement Officer at Khulna) to make a general survey and to 
report to Goyemment as to the condition of these embankments. This 
information will be collected, during the settlement operations and, 
whpji we have that before us, we hope to be in a position to consider some 
practical steps to remoye at any rate one of the causes of the failure of 
crops, vie.f inundation by salt water. The question remains to be seen 
as to what the Irrigation Department recommends. It is possible that 
we may haye to make use, when we get the information, of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920, in order to restore and 
construct embankments and sluice-gates. Instructions have been 
given to settlement kanungoes to inquire and report in wbich villages 
the crops have been lost owing to the failure to maintain embankments 
and in which villages they consider the question of new embankments 
requires investigation. Tben again, the survey maps will be of help 
to us as they will show the existing channels and embankments, and 
all information that we require for dealing with the protection of cul¬ 
tivated lands from inundation wHl thus be collected. It is for these 
two reasons mainly that we decided, even when we curtailed our pro¬ 
gramme owing to the general financial position^-of the province, to a 
two-party basis to go ahead with the Khulna operations. As'l say, 
the reasons why wa want to proceed with the cqierations at Khulna 
are in the first place that in the Government estates, where fortunately 
the conditions of crops are good, there will be an increase in revenue, 
and secondly, in places where we know tbat owing to inundations end 
to a chronic state of partial failure of crops it would be possible for us 
to collect very valuable materials on which we could take action regard¬ 
ing embankments^ or sluice-gates as may b# found necessary. It is 
with these two objects alone that we have proceeded with the KKnlu e 
operations. * « 

I may’say m this.connection that when I consulted my Stnndihg 


on tlu rabjeot and they agreed with me and also approred of the 
action of Oorernment, namelyj to stop the cadastral survey in areas 

where there had been distress until the crops had been gathered. 

• 

I think I have said sufficiently to convince the Council that we 
.proposed to proceed with the Khulna operations with the best of 
motives^ and, for protecting those who have suffered much, luckily in 
small areM, and that we propose to delay the cadastral survey until the 
harvest has been gathered in those places. I think, therefore, that under 
all these circumstances, the mover of the resolution would be well 
advised to withdraw his resolution. On behalf of Government, fur the 
reasons 1 have stated, I am sorry for not being able to accept it. 

e 

Babu KIBHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: I expected a very 
sympathetic reply from the Hon'ble the Mahaiajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, But I was sadly disappointed. 1 do not know whether I 
could claim that amount of knowledge which the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur, as head of the Kevenue Department possesses, but from what 
1 have known in my own district I can safely say that the delay of 
cadastral operations for a month or two—until the crops are gathered— 
is no relief at all. It is not that the people suffer most when the cost of 
settlement operations is realised from, the tenants, but they suffer most 
by the operations of the cadastral Survey Department, I mean, of the 
aminSf of the kanungoes and of the officers when the attesting business 
is done and when the final khatians are published. The aamindars willing 
to enhance rents will institute thousands and thousands of cases for 
enhancement of rent under section 105 of the Bengal Tenancy Act and 
the raiyats will institute as many cases under section 106 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act to have a declaration that the rents'are not to be enhanced. 
It is in this way that the people suffer most. We loam from private 
sources that there is distress in many parts of Khulna, but the Govern¬ 
ment are not willing to accept that suggestion or to admit that there is 
anything like a real famine. Even if there be distress, though not actual 
famine Imt only distress on account of failure of crops or, as we just heard 
from the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, on account of inundation in certain 
parts where there has been a chronic failure of crops—^if that is so, 
if there be distress, I think it would not be politic to proceed with the 
survey operations for the whole district. It is very difficult to keep 
work in abeyance for one pai't and to proceed with the operations in 
another part. It il not that these officers have been appointed for this 
district alone. There are other districts, l/^ there is distress among 
ihe people, I think that, instead of oppressing the people by proceeding 
with the operations, the officers should be sent to some other district tor 
work. In that -Government would not suffer any serious loss. It may 
be thaj; some W(8k has been done but the remainder may be done after r 


whether any improvementg in the existing embankments dionld be made 
and we hear that this is to be made under the superrision of the Settle¬ 
ment Officer. I cannot understand why this should be done. 

The Honlile the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I just mention one thing? Evidently Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri did not hear me. I did not say that I have placed 
an officer of the Irrigation Department to assist the Settlement Officer 
but what I said was that an officer of the Irrigation Department will 
advise the Government. The settlement kanungoes when they go round ' 
will of course give Information as tliey see it, but it is the officer of the 
Irrigation Department on whose report finally the Government will 
have to act. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If this thing should be 
done by the Irrigation Department, it should be done entirely by that 
Department, if necessary with a special officer deputed for that purpose. 

I object to the Settlement Department being engaged in that work 
because thereby the cost of the settlement operations will be increased 
and the people will suffer- 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: May I once more rise to remove the misconception of 
my friend? There is no question of increasing the cost of the settle¬ 
ment operations. Of course when these settlement officers go on making 
the survey they will be in a position to say what the conditions of these 
embankments are. It would be tbeir ordinary duty. As a matter of 
fact it is for the purpose of saving money that wo have placed an officer 
of the Irrigation Department on deputation. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I cannot understand 
why the Settlement Department should undertake this inquiry. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN:! am sorry to have to interrupt once again. The inquiry 
is not being made by the Settlement Officer, nor will there be any 
additional cost involved. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: However, 1 have no dis¬ 
pute with the Maharaja for these things. I only say this, that when the 
people say that they are in distress and that the settlement operations 
should not be proceede<| with, I cannot nnderstand why Goversmeiit 
should not arcedq to this request. It is only a temporary cessation of 
work and there is no special urgency about it. The Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur admits that orders have been issued that cadastral survey should . 
not be proceeded with, but that is only foi a month or .so. If there waa 
distress you must surely take time to recover. Government havg eft npsrt 


to the cultiratora to tide over this difficulty. These show that there 
has heen^real distress, if not actual famine. It is a pathetic ^peal on 
behalf of the sufferers to Government. 

In my i^trict the road and public works cesses have been increased 
by about Bs. 50,000 that is, not less than 26 per cent, and the whole 
of this amount has to be recovered from the tenants, because, under 
the Cess Act, every tenant is taken as a tenure*holder and the increase 
is adjusted according to the income of the tenancy. At present where 
a tenant pays rent of Bs. 20, he pays only ten annas for road and public 
works cesses. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENTS You need not enter into details. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN^GHAUDHURI: Very well, Sir, 1 am 
simply associating myself with the appeal. The operations are going on 
and at present two special officers are dealing with objection cases whicdi 
are numerous in number and many of which are pending. So 1 join 
in the appeal to Government that, considering the difficulties involved, 
they should wait for some time before proceeding further in this matter. 
I, therefore, hope that Government will see thein way to accept the 
resolution. 

Rai RADHA CHXrAN PAX Bahkdurs 1 have had the good fortune 
to listen to the reply of the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan and I must say that we appreciate the sympathy with which 
he has received the resolution although he has not accepted it in practice 
and shown that amount of sympathy which he has expressed in words: 
hut he has given us an assurance that in the affected areas he will stop 
further progress of cadastral survey. If the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
yielded a little further and made a little more concession by postponing 
the cadastral survey in the affected areas for one year, he would he 
giving’ breathing time to the poor people who are sorely affected and this 
act of his would meet the requiremenis of the situation. I hope the 
Hon’ble Member will kindly consider the suggestions 1 have made. 

I do not know whether I shall be permitted to move an amendment 
to the resolution moved by my friend from my right, but if the Hon’hle 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan gavej an assurance to the 
effect as desired by me, the House, at least the non-official side of the 
House, will be satisfied. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It apjM^ that the 
discussion has been carried on an ignorance of facts. I find that those 
gentlemen who opposed settlement operations in general on a previous 
occasion in the interests of the landlord are the men who now oppose'it. 
Therefore, I suspect that this resolution has been brought in the interest 
of the samindars and ghantidart and not in the interest of the tenants. 


Do tKe gr^ntlemeii vlio ifazed so eloiiueni in their speechei know thnt 
Khulna is one of the largest dutricis in the province and &at 0^7 
one>tenth of its area has been affected and that nine-tenths of the area hat 
produced bumi^r crops? Surely on this i^und alone settlement opera¬ 
tions cannot be stopped for the whole area of Khulna. Is there asy^reason 
in such an argument? The utmost that some of the leaders and office¬ 
bearers of the Famine Committee of Khulna told me was that in part of 
the Asasuni thana there was famine^ but as 1 told you in the nine-ienih 
part of the whole area of Khulna bumper crops were grown. They told 
me that it was not reasonable to stop settlement proceedings at the 
Bagerhat subdivision; they would never ask for it and I do not believe ' 
that those gentlemen who have supported the resolution will themselves 
ask for it. This is apparent from what fell from Rai Hadha Charan Pal 
Bahadur Uiat they are prepared to accept an amendment to the effect that 
portion of the Asasuni thana which is affected by famine, should be 
excluded at present, but to propose to exclude the area which is unaffected, 
from settlement operations is, to say the least, unreasonable. 

As regards the parts affected, I am much impressed with the reasons 
put forward by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur and am convinced that no 
impartial person here will go against his view. The Hon’ble Member 
has himself been to the affected areas and has seen thfhgs with his own eyes 
and believes that famines there are chronic because of tha condition of 
embankments, and therefore, he says that he will see that embankments 
are properly kept, and with that object he^'says that survey proceedings 
should continue. I do not think that he is wrong. In the interests 
tenants I say that survey proceedings must go on. I find that there are 
certain well-meaning gentlemen who are very eloquent on theoretical 
subjects, but when they come to concrete objects of public good we find 
them equally eloquent in opposing them. As regards the affected areas, 
there are other reasons than what the Maharajadhiraja Bahadpr has 
given us which should induce us to continue the*settlement operations. 
The settlement officers, the survey amins will require a number of aervauts 
and attendants and many a poor man will he able to obtain employment 
and means of livelihood thereby in these hard days. It will benefit the 
poor as well as the tenants. The landlords, I might say^ have been a little 
remiss. If they would give the poor some employment, probably it would 
not have been necessary lor the Government to intervene; but they.did 
nothing in that direction. 

Pratapnagar so often repeated in to-day^s discussion on the subject— 
eight annas of the village heldngs to one. D^nfortunately it is one of 
those villages in which there is chronic famine. It belongs to several 
co-sharers and there is a confusio|i in the matter of rights between thd 
landlords and tenants. The Famine Committee wrote to ane to set the 
I embankments right and threatened me that unless 1 did so Government 




am quite prepaired to do so, but there are so many co-sharers and so many 
ghgntidart. What of them. Let there be settlei&ent and survey proceed- 
infs and I shall do the needful. That applies to every village, tlutil 
the settlement operations are made, landlords will find it difficult to 
make proper embankments. So far as my little property is concerned, 
1 require no Oovernment help. The causes of famine lie in the confusion 
of the record-of-rights and the division of the village into 100 shares and 
as a result the tenants suffer much more than the landlord. Therefore, in 
the interests of. the tenants themselves, these proceedings should not be 
stopped. 

1 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: As I was associated wiih the 
Bevenue Committee in which it was deliberated whether settlement 
operation should continue at Bhulna or ahould be stopped, it was my 
humble suggestion that in the affected parts it should not be begun so 
long as harvests were not gathered. And as it was reported that the 
hanrest was a good one and as there was the communication from Sir 
F. C. Boy's Committee as well as that of Bam Krishna Mission Society 
that the relief operations which they had started were going to be 
closed by the SOth of November, it was apparent that the distress of 
which a cry was raised for some t^me past no longer existed, and 
especially when there was a good crop there was no apprehension that 
famine would again stalk over the land and, therefore, survey opera¬ 
tions, excepting the area affected, should not be stopped in the whole 
of the district. We are told that a state of famine exists in Khulna, 
but as my friend, Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, says from his 
personal experience that the famine is confined to a very small area, 
to say that Khulna is famine-stricken is to make use of a misnomer 
when the famine does not stalk over the land and to a great extent; 
and as the concession has already been made by the Hon'ble the Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan that operations will not be taken up 
until after the harvest is gathered, it will give us a respite of at least 
four months and besides when operations will continue it will take 
about a year. 

With these words, I oppose the resolution.' 

RM JOGENDRA GHUNDER GHOSE Bahadur: 1 move ihat the 
question be now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

BlbU BAILAdA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: Kay I not have the 
right of reply f 







On tlie original motion being put, a diyision was talcen wi& tke 
following result:— 

AYES. 


ihatiMiwrji, a«tei Mm OiiwiM. 
dwuShvri, Baba Kitlisri Maliam 
ChauShurl, Baku Taafcaiuth. 

Oai, BaBii Bhlfthmatfsv. 

Dat Qttpta. Babtt Nibaran Chandra. 

D«i BabH SanindralaL 
Farmml, Mr. K. Q. Il» 

Has, Mauivi A. K. PaiHil. 

Has, Shah Syad Bmdadul. 

^Hu«b Maaivi Ckramiri. 

Karim, ■ Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Oavtndra Lai. 

Khan, Mr.' Raiaur Rahman. 

MaHIk, Babtt Burtndra Nath. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 


Mttkharji, Babu Satiah C handra. 
Nakay, Mina Muhammad AH. 

Naafcar, Babu Ham Ohaiuhv. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Ralkat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Biub Bhakharatwar. 

Ray, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Prasad Singh. ' 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Ullt Malian Singh. 
Ray Ohaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath, 
sarkar, Babu RiaMndra Nath. 
Suhravnrdy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Humim Shahaad. 


NOES. 


Addyt Babu Amulya Obana. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Yakulnuddin. 

Banari^ tha Han’bia Sir Surandra NaOi. 
Biria, Babu Chanaahyamdaa. 

Chaudhurl, ttia Han'Ma tha Nawab Salyld 
Nawib All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cuban, Mr. O. d. 

Day, Mr. Q. Q. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Fransh, Mr. P. 0. 

Ohaaa, Mr. 0. 0. 

Chaaa, Rai Bahadur dagandra Chundar. 

Hapkyna, Mr. W. S. 

damaa, Mr. R. H. L. Langfard. 

Karim, Mauivi FaMal. 

Karr, tha Hon’bla Mr. d. H. 

Lang, Mr. d. 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

tha Han'Ma. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

! Mittar, tha Han*bla Mr. P. o. 

Pugh, Colanal A. d. 

Raa, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tha Han'Ma Sir AbiHir. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Ifpandra LaL 
Rablnaan, Maja r -Oanaral, W. N. B. 

Ray, Raja Manllan Singh. 

Sta^anaan, Mr. H. L. 
swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Travsrs, Mr. W. L. 

Wbaalar, tha Han'bla Sir Hanry. 
WiNlama, Mr. C. Addama. 

Wardawarth, Mr.^KgA* 


The Ayes being 29 and tbe Noes 31, the motion was lost. 


Employmsnt of Militsry Polios si Cbittsgoiig. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA being absemt, the following reso¬ 
lution standing in his name was, by leave of the Deputy-President, 
placed at the bottom of the list:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the, recent 
method of application of section 17 of the Police Act, 1861 (appoint¬ 
ment of special constables), in Tippers and in some other places in 
Bengal, and of utilising the services of the military police in the^ 
Chittagong division, be discontinued.’’ 


Ths Mstor Vshiolss Aot 

Rsjs MANILOLL BINOH ROYl This Council recommends to 
the Government that fresh rules under the Motor Vehicles Act be framed 
authorudng the di^rict boards of Bengal to levy taxes on motor 
vehicles when using the district boards loads for tiaffic or to mfiks 



At the outset let me say that my resolution is not aimed against 
priyate cars of persons either Hying in or out of the districts, but 
against cars which ply for hire and lorries especially. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 11 of <he Intlian 
Motor Vehicles Act, 1914 (VIII of 1914), the Governor in Council was 
pleased to make rules regulating the use of motor vehicles in places in 
the Presidency of Bengal other than Calcutta (including suburbs) and 
the Municipality of Howrah and the rules were published in the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 3rd October 1917. 

Though these rules were framed for mufassal areas, certain import¬ 
ant points in my humble opinion were left out of consideration and these 
omissions are causing a great deal of inconvenience to the district 
boards and mufassal municipalities. 

The district board roads even when they are metalled are generally 
intended for ordinary bullock carts, carriages and for cars used by 
private persona, and not for lorries whether classed as light or heavy 
and the bridges on them are totally unfit for passage of lorries whether 
classed as ** light motor oars ** or ** heavy motor cars ” as defined in 
rule 1 (2) and (*3). And some of the bridges on them are not capable 
of hearing their weight and the heavy load they carry, even the big 
bridge on tbe river Barakar wbicb joins the Grand Trunk Hoad on the 
Bengal side with the same on the Bihar side and is under the Bihar 
Government, has been closed to motor lorries without any distinction. 
Some culverts on the Asansol-Domohani Bead (under Burdwan District 
Board) on the 5th mile have lately been damaged by lorries passing 
over the same. If my friend, Babii Satish Chandra Mukharji, the Vice- 
(Jbairman of the Hooghly District Board, who is a member of this 
Council is present here, he will tell you, T hope, how a bridge of theirs 
was damaged by a lorry on going over it. I am creditably informed 
that some culverts on the Grand Tnnik Bond were damaged by the 
lorries in passing over them. 

Now companies are carrying on traffic over district board roads and 
often to the annoyance of the district board authorities as the rules have 
not even provided that any permission of the hoards would he neces¬ 
sary for plying motor vehicles over district board roads. Owing to the 
bumping under the heavy pressure of a lorry, the bridges and roads 
are being heavily damaged and poorer district boards are quite unable 
to maintain their roads in good repair. Tn some cases especially dur¬ 
ing the rains the solings of roads are shot out under heavy pressure 
and the roads become dangerous even for ordinary traffie. 

Of course rule 19 provides the local authorities with powers to pro¬ 
hibit the use of motor vehicles in particular places or streets and rule 
30 nrovides the local authorities with power of declaring particular 
bridges closed to heavy motor cars and rule 29 provides for closing 
of traffic over a bridge when under repairs. But these ft re all negative 



municipalities have to exercise them as they are and they are available 
for closing traffic absolutely without any distinction. They can 
either allow traffic without any condition attached to it or close it alto¬ 
gether. Instead of these two extreme measures it may be convenient 
for the district boards and companies or individuals intending *to have 
motor traffic over district board roads to come to an arrangement that 
the district boards on getting substantial contribution from the owners 
of motor cars, may improve the roads and bridges and keep them well 
under repairs and prohibit any other individual or company from using 
tliese roads without paying adequate compensation. "So 8-feet wide 
road could bear constant heavy lorry traffic, so that improvement 
would mean widening the road crest from 20 feet to SO feet and the 
metalled surface from 8 feet to 12 feet. Nothing short of such 
improvements could be of real use. Culverts would require strengthen¬ 
ing and widening, too, with widening of the loads. Considering the 
above and other things mentioned, the lorry cesses, contribution or 
compensation, should he adequate for the purpose. 

The rules have provided for realising registration fees which goes 
to Government (and that is also very little), hut have not provided the 
local bodies with any authority for levying fees or premiums from the 
owners of motor vehicles though their roads and bridges are spoiled 
and district boards have to incur heavy expenses for their maintenance. 
8 o it is highly desirable to amend the existing rules and frame new 
ones in order to authorize the district boards to levy premiums and fees 
from people who intend to have motor traffic over district board roads 
and none should be allowed to have traffic with motor vehicles plying 
for hire especially lorries over board’s roads without special permission 
of the district board concerned. As it is often difficult to ascertain 
the strength of a bridge all lorries irrespective of their weights should 
be classed as heavy motor cars by adding definitions of a lorry and by 
amending clausa (2) of rule 1. Moreover, authority for providing 
safety to the public may be entrusted to the district magistrate, but 
exercise of powers under rule 30 regulating the use of trailers, and rules 
31 and 45 should be entrusted to the district boards or other local 
authorities concerned. The use of trailers on narrow district board 
■roads, as they are not as broad everywhere as the Calcutta main roads 
or the Grand Trunk Road, is very unsafe and dangerous to life and to 
other users of the roads, such as, carts, etc. Without such provisions 
in the rules the friction between local bodies and the owners of motor 
VQhioIes plying in the mufassal for hire are unavoidable. So I earnestly 
hope that considering all the circumstances the Council will accept the 
resolution. 

Balm TANKANATH OHAUDHURM I heg to support this resolu- 


are constant sonrces ol damage to the roads, and there should 
be a provision in the law that adequate taxes nay be levied on the 
owners of these lorries. The mover has referred to cases of friction 
between owners of lorries and district boards. If 1 remember aright,, 
there was such a friction in the Pabna district not long ago. I would 
ask the House to approve of this principle that those who derive l^nefit 
from the district board roads, or rather those who use these roads, ^ould 
pay for their maintenance. 

Khtn Bfthwlui’ Muilvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMEDs I strongly support 
this resolution so ably moved by Haja ManiloU Singh Roy. The resolu¬ 
tion aims at two things: amendment of the existing rules, and framing 
of new rules. Amendment in the direction that the power of giving 
licenses and general control as-to the drivers, and other matters should 
be left to the district magistrate^ but as to the weight of the lorry or 
vehicles that happen to pass over district board roads, should be left 
in the hands of the chairman, who is responsible for the maintenance 
of the roads and bridges. These things can not be determined by the 
magistrate. Under rule 30, of course the district board can close a 
bridge or a road to heavy lorries with the permission of the district 
magistrate. I consider that this permission of the district magistrate 
is quite unnecessary because the district magistrate has not got 
sufficient material, sufficiently qualihed officers to determine the 
strength of the bridge. For these purposes, the district engineer 
will be the hest person to say what weighf a particular bridge can bear. 
So the district board ought to be the real authority. Rule 46 lays down 
i*egulatioiis as to the weight of vehicles. There also, power is given to 
the district magistrate. On the same ground.^, he is not the proper 
person to determine this. 

Then as regards the new rules suggested by the mover. Onder the 
rules, fees aw levied by Government for registration. Though these 
lorries spoil the district board roads or municipal roads, no power is 
given to the municipality or the district board to levy any taxes or fees 
from persons driving motor cars or lorries. Of course when these new 
vehicles have come into vogue and they also save time and money, 
people in the mufassal want to have the luxury of driving motor can, 
but the mufassal roads are not in such good condition as to allow of the 
driving of motor cars over them. It so happens sometimes that owners 
are willing to contribute, but there is nothing in the present rules to 
permit of such contributions being received. The only power which 
the district board has is to close a road entirely under rule 17 to all traffic. 

So, I submit that this is a highly desirable resolution, and I think 
the House will accept it. 

,Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I rise to support the motion 
which has been' so ably moved by Baja ManiloU Singh Roy, but I want 



to the Government ... for securing the interests of the district 
boai'ds.** 

I can quite understand that the traffic so far as motor lorries are con¬ 
cerned, is for commercial purposes and if motor cars are also used in any 
paritcular district, the district board should be in a position to impose 
some taxation on those using them. I do not know whether my friend 
will’agree to alter his resolution so as to include municipalities as well. 
There is one other point. . Supposing a car is driven from Calcutta to 
Burdwan or to Chakdighi is tax to be paid in each district through which 
it g^s ? Some practical suggestions should be made regardingothis by 
my friend; I do not think this is meant, although the resolution as worded 
implies ’this. The point should be made clear. License fees are levied 
in Calcutta. I have nothing more to add, but to support the resolution 
that has been moved by my friend on the general ground 
that there is a section of the people who are quite able to contribute, 
and who should contribute to the district board for the maintenance 
of their roads. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT off LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon*ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); I think 
my inteivention at this stage will be useful, and perhaps shorten this 
discussion. I am in strong sympathy with the object of this resolution, 
and in fact, we have incorporated in the Calcutta Municipal Bill, a 
provision similar to the one which the mover now asks the House to 
accept. 1 may state for the information of the mover that it would 
perhaps be difficult to apply the rules under the Motor Vehicles Act for 
the purpose of taxation. The object of that Act was to regulate traffic, 
to register the names of the driver s 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASrMUDDIN AHMED; May I point out 
that clause (s) empowers taxation? 

The HoiPblo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; Therefore it wiU 
be necessary to amend, for the purpose that my friend has in view, the 
LocaI Self-Government Act so as to empower the district boards to levy 
taxes on owners of motor vehicles regularly using their roads. My friend 
made it quite clear that he wanted to apply a rule of this kind to motor 
vehicles on hire, but these are details which might easily be settled after¬ 
wards ; the resolution I would ask my friend to accept in place of his own 
is this: ** That this Council recommends to the Government that legisla¬ 
tion be undertaken as early as possible with a view to enabling district 
boards to levy taxes and exercise control over motor vehicles which regu¬ 
larly use their roads.'* 



The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAl I do not think 
we should complicate the matter by this addition. We ai ‘0 drafting a 
Bengal Municipal Bill, and we can see to this in connection with that 
Bill. 

The amended resolution was then put to vote. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Has the mover accepted 
the amendment? 

The DEPUTY.PRESIDENT: Tes. 

The amended resolution was then carried. 

Grant of road-cess to union boards. 

BabU TANKANATH CHAUDHURl! I have asked for certain infer- 
mation with regard to union hoards. This information has not yet been 
received, so I beg to withdraw the next resolution. 

It was as follows:— 

This Council recommends to the Government that SO per cent, of 
the road'Cess realised from the villages comprising an union be made 
over to the union hoard for carrying on the works entrusted to such 
boards.** 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the 29th Novembt^r, 
1921, at 3 F.ic. 



Prooetdingi of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

Tub Council met at 3 f.k. on Tuesday, the 2dth November, 1921* 
in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 

Presents 

The Heputy^President on the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 97 nomin¬ 
ated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given), 

Mr. Hartog of the Dacca University. 

*XXXVI. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state the amount of. salary Mr. Hartog used to receive 
immediately before his appointment as Vice-Chancellor of the Dacca 
University ? 

(b) Had Mr. Hartog any administrative experience prior to his 
appointment at Dacca as Vice-Chancellor F 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state-^ 

(t) the approximate annual cost for the maintenance of the Dacca 
University under the existing arrangements; 

(it) what part of the total expenditure is consumed by the Vice- 
Chancellor; and 

(tit) the present financial position of the Dacca University P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (Qw 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Mr. Hartog was not in the employ of 
Government and the information is not available. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) (t) The estimated cost for the year ending 31st March, 1922, is 
Rs. 6,23,300. 

(it) Rs. 62,800, vis., Rs. 4,000 per mensem salary and Rs. 400 per 
mensem Provident Fund contribution. 



Subordinate Edueational Service. 

•XXXVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURU (a) WiU 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the reorganisation of the higher 
branches of the Educational service in Bengal took effect from the 
Ist December, 1919 ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the meml)erR of the 
Subordinate Educational Service have suffered more by the present 
economic crisis than those in the higher branches of the service P 

(c) Is it a fact that the members of the ministerial departnfents 
have for nearly two years been drawing an a4l interim allowance 
granted to them to tide over'-the difficulties arising from the existing 
economic situation ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the members of the Subordinate EduoationeJ 
Service have hitherto received no relief whatever on account of the 
existing economic difficulties? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Wordsworth Committee submitted their 

final recommendations for the improvement of the Subordinate Educa* 
tional Service over a year ago P ' 

(/) Why have no steps been taken to give early effect to the recon¬ 
stitution of the service? 

(ff) Who is responsible for the delay? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. G, MITTER; (a) Tt is a fact. 

(b) The Minister is aware that present economic difficulties mean 
general suffering. 

(c) It is a fact. 

(d) Ministerial officers in the Subordinate Educational Service have 
received this ad interim allowance. Other officers of that service have 
not received that relief. 

(e) The Committee reported in February, 1921. 

(/) and (ff) The details of the reconstruction proposed in the report 
have been under the consideration of Government for some time, 
and it is hoped that orders will soon be issued, granting relief with 
retrospective effect from let September, 1921, as stated by the Minister 
in moving the necessary grant in this Council on the 15th July last. 
It would have been possible to grant relief by an ad interim allowance 
with lees delay, but deKitations of officers that waited on the Minister 
made it clear ^at .the services would regard this course as a palliative 


Anti-malirial operations. 

*XX3CVIII, Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: (a) WiU the Hon*hle the 
MinisteDkin charge of the Department of Local Self-GoTemment be 
pleased to lay on the table the scheme on anti-malarial operations which 
he has received from district boards? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is pro¬ 
posed to be done in this connection and how the proposal is to be 
financed ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) 

Proposals have so far been receiA^ed only from the District Boards of 
Jessore and Faridpur. Qovernment will lay the papers on the table> 
if this is so desired, when replies from, all the district boards have been 
received. 

(b) The question of anti-malarial operations will be discussed at a 
conference to which representatives of the district hoards are being 
invited, and the proceedings of this conference will subsequently be laid 
before the Sanitary Board. Government are not in a position to give 
more, definite infoimatiou on the subject at pi'esent. 

Daooo University. 

•XXXIX. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY; Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Kducation be pleased to 
stale— 

(t) the number of boys who are now in the Dacca University; 

(ii) its present monthly expenditure; 

(iii) .the names and pay of the staff of the University; and 

(tr) the pay djuwn by each of them, before employment in the 
University? 

The Hon'Ue Mr. P. C. MITTER; (i) The last figure that Govern¬ 
ment has is 724. 

(u) The estimated expenditure for the year 1921-22 is Bs. 5,23,300. 

(m) lleference is invited to the reply to question No. 189, asked by 
Bai Badha Oharaii Pal Bahadur at the meeting of August 1921. 

(iv) Beference is invited to the statement accompanying the reply 
to an unstarred question asked by Babu Kishori Mohan Ohaudhuri at 
this meeting. 

Diqiensaries and hospitals. 

•XL. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY; Will the Hon’hle the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be jd^tsed to 
lay on the table a statement showing— 


the last five years and how many of them were charitable; 
and 

(u) what was the total amount of contribution made by*^e District 
or Local Boards in aid of dispensiu'ies or hospifiJs during 
each of ^ said years in the said district? 

The Hon'Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: <») A state, 
ment is laid on the table. 

(n) The amounts of contribution paid by the Dacca District Board 
in aid of hospitals or dispensaries during the last five years are stated 
below:— 


(Beflidet these the 


Teur. 


District Board spout additional aiQouuta on hospitals and diKpim' 

saries vested iu them.) * 

Araoant of oontribatlou. 


Us. 


1916- 17 ... 

4 

1917- 18 ... 

1918- 19 ... 

1919- 20 ... 

1920- 21 ... 


... 8,064 

... 7,963 

.. 8,420 

... 12,913 
... 8,134 


StatemBnt showing the nuinher of dispensaries in the district of Dacca 
during the last five yeare^ referred to in clause (t) of starred question 
• No. XL. 


w 

OlMB. 

Dlipunniicfl cmMde thu town of Dscoa. 

19IS. 

t 

1 iDir. 

4 

ISIS. 

1919- 

1020. 

Noii-eharitable. 

I.—State Special 

1 

1 

1 1 

• 

1 

1 






Charitable. 






lI.^Local Fond Municipal Town ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

III.-—’Local Fond District Board 

16 

18 

19 

20 

20 

IV. — Private aided ... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

V.—Private non-aided— 






(i) Under Government snper- 
vision. 

7 

8 

8 

8 

9 

(u) Not nnder Government 
supervision. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Total ... 

31 

34 

35 

36 

37 
















Primary Edueation. 

•XLI. Mr. H. A. STARK: {a) WiU the Hon^Ie the Minister in 
charge the Department of Education be pleased to say whether in 
its capacity of Zamindar in the kkeu malutU Government contributes 
one per cent, of the revenues derived from these nhahaU for expendi¬ 
ture on the primary schools within such mahah over and above the 
grants-in-aid given to the said schooils by district boards or the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Instruction, vide Government Order No. 550, dated the 
21st June, 1888, General Department, Bengal, to the Director of Public 
Instruction, page 163 of the Rules and Orders of the Education Depart¬ 
ment, Bengal, Fourth Edition ? 

« _ 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased— 

(t) to state what amount Government paid, out of khas mahal 
^ revenues, to primary schools in khas estates, during the 

financial year ending on the 31st March, 1921; and 
(ti) to state what number of primary schools benefited by this 
special grant P 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(5), (t) and (it) Reference is invited to the statement below. 


Statement refetred to in the reply to claxiee (6) of starred question 

No. XLI. * f 


Dlitriota. 


Arooant. Xnmbar of r i imar; 

•ebools benefited 
by the rrnnt. 


Bubdwan Division. 


• 




Rs. 

Its. 

Burdwao 

••• 

aaa 

aaa 

221 

2 

Birbham 

•a* 

aaa 

• •• 

32 

4 

Banknra 

a aa 

aaa 

aaa 

49 

2 

Midnapore 

• •• 

aaa 

aaa 

6,607 

673 

Hooghly (incloding Howrah) 

a aa 

aaa 

826 

26 



Total 

• 

aaa 

7,636 

707 


PRUIDKNOT Division. 




24.PargaDaa 

eaa 

aaa 

aaa 

3,343 

169 

Nadia 

aae 

aaa 

a at 

429 

14 

Hursliidabad 

• aa 

aaa 

aaa 

403 

14 

Jeaaore 

aaa 

aaa 

aaa 

86 

13 

Khulna 

aaa 

aaa 

•eee 

1,924 

34 




ft IflR 





DbteieU. 

Dacca Division. * 

Dacca 

llymeDaingh 
Faridpur . 
Bakarganj 

•«e «oa 

••• 

• •a o ««a 


Totat 

Cliittagoog 

Tippers 

NoakhaO 

GBiTTaooKO Division. 

saa ••• 

••• 


Total 

Bajababi 

IHnajpar 

Jalpaiguri 

Rangpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 

Darjeeling 

RajBHaBi Division. 

• as 

« o • 

• •• 


Total 


OsaNO ToTaL 


aOKHint. 

Nonber of Prinwrj 
Mhoola bamSiad 
br tba grant. 

Ra. 

U^. 

96U 

58 

487 

40 

... 2,195 

160 

... 10,919 

989 

... 14,561 

647 


... 8,192 

255 

... 1,246 

120 

... 3,545 

187 

... 12,983 

562 


aaa 

126 

3 

0 • • 

• as 

aaa 

8,185 

aaa 

95 

• •• 

26 

1 


609 

20 

• • • 

585 

82 

•aa 

276 

N 

4aa 

1.842 

6* 




aaa 

11,648 

214 

• as 

63,012 

2.374 


• BflUMtbOM Si^hiM^ It Hbooliliudaillog night loliools war« allowed to portiolpoto in (be urMt lot out 
mODtb (nl7« 


Uttstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Daooa University Honours students. 

128. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED; (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
how many Honours students there are in the Dacca UniTersity, and 

liava foVon TTn-nnnra in PliilnenTiiKirP 






Tho Hofl’bto Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) Two hundred and forty-nine 
students have taken up Honours courses in the University, of whcs^ 
five are Honours students in Philosophy. 

(b) Mr. Langley teaches Philosophy. ' 


Vagrancy in Galeuttai 

126. Babu JATIHDRA NATH BASUi Will the Hon’hle the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of .Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether the Government are contemplating taking early 
measures to deal with vagrancy in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The member is 
referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 100 on the same 
subject asked by him at the meeting of the Council which was held 
on the 4th July, 1921. The matter is still under the consideration of 
Government. 


Reconatituticn of Calcutta University. 

127. Babu JATINDRA NATH BABU: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether there ia any early prospect of the University of Calcutta and 
the Colleges affiliated to it being remodelled on the lines suggested by 
the Sadler Commission ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the adyisahility of reconstitu¬ 
ting the Bodies regulating the administration and studies of the 
University of Calcutta on a jwpular basis, and of introducing early 
legislative measures to alter the constitution, if there is no prospect of 
giving early effect to the recommendations of the Sadler Commission 
in their entirety? 

The Hon’Mc Mr. P, C. MITTER: (a) The matter depending largely 
on financial considerations, early action is not considered probable. 

(h) Government are not unmindful of the representations that have 
been made, in this Council and elsewhere, of the advisability of making 
changes as suggested and have the matter under consideration. 

Officers of Dacca University. 

128. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURl! WiU the Hon’hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing— 

(i) the names of officers receiving over Bs. 200 a month, appointed 



(ti) the preyious posts held, and the salaries and allowances, if 
any, actually drawn by them immediately before their 
present appointment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MiTTER: A statement furnished by the 
University is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred question No. 128. 


Mamea of toaohera and tltlea. 

Pay or allowance 
nnder the Daooa 
UniTonity. 

i’ay drawn before 
cinploymaut under 
Mw Daoon 
XJtiireralty, 

• 

Prerioua empkiymeut. 

e 

BMQIjIIH. 


1 


0. L. Wrraiti M.A.i Bonder and 
Acting Profaowr of XngUili (a). 

Ra. 1.000 (as.850 
pint acting allow* 
nnoe Ha. IM). 

Ra. BOO aod freo 
houae. 

Priuc4>al. Pacbaiiappa'a College, 
ICudrM. 

8. U. Bhadra, n.a.i H<KK>rary 
Beadtir. 


oaa*oo 


A. K. Ohanda. B.A.f Honorary 
Reader. 

oao 

1 

: . 


UanloiCopal Bbatlaebaryya, K.a.. 
Leoturer. 

Bungal Kduoallonal 
Sorrhn. Pay not 
aettlad. 

! Bcnaal Bduoatlonal 
1 Servioc. 

Bengal Bduoatioiial SerTice. 

S. K. Oboadburyi U.A. 

Ra. MO . 

1 

1 MOoai 

Notenipluyni befoie. 

P. K. Uuba. XA. 

.. :IOO . 

[ Ka 960. Would 

1 bare drawn 

1 Ra. 170 In July, 

J 

4 . U. OoH««i>, MynwialiiRli. 

Ifahnood ITaaan, ILA. . 

„ MO . 

r 

Not employed befoia. 

U.O.Na(t, XU. (») - 

lU. 900 plu$ Ra. 70 
and frou'.guartora 
as Honae Tutor 
of Jagannatb 
Hall. 

: W ee. ewe 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Oatmicbnii] OulbigR, Ranmnir* 

fie Ki Bojt MiAi ••• ••• 

Ka. 900 ... j 

196 . 

T»jt»rwy Leoturer, Itajalinbl 

Oollogo. 

Sakharanjan Boy. X.A. • • 

If 950 aaa j 

} 

1 

tl 169 a.* 

Profcaaor. Jagannatb OoUege, 
Dacca. 

HATBSWATIC8. 



, • 

B. M. Sob. M.ac. B.A.t Profeaor ... 

Indian Bduoatlonal 
Serrloe , pay 
Ra. 1,000. 

Indian Bduoatiooa) 
Serrice pay. 

Profeaoor, Dacca College. 

N. M. BOK, X.nc., Bander ... 

Ra. 400 ... 

Ra. 960. Would hare 
drawn Ra. 976 
in July. 

Leotorer, Oaloutta Cnlreralty. 

M. 0. Ohoah. X«a.. Bander 

Beogal Bduoatlonal 
Sarviea pay 

Ba. 100. 

Bengal Bduoatlonal 
Surrloe pay. 

Profaeaor. Dacca OoUage. 


TJmd to dnw ataoat Si. SOO a moBth for othar work. 










lTuB?t of UMlMn *na feltiM. 

Pey or ellowAMe 
onder the Deooe 
Jnlrenltya 

Pey dram before 
smidojinaDt under 
tbaDaoM 
Vnlraiitty, 

Prarioaa acnpioiraaae 

Atsol HftktiDi 1 I.A.« Leetam (with 
ffMoial referMM to the deTbkip* 
ment of MotbenioliM b> too 
Aroba) (■ . 

Ba. 8 M> ... ... 

OlBeletlog. Bangui 
Rdnoutlonel fir* 
Tke pey Be 106 

Profanor, Chlttagoog Ooltage 

D. M. Qu^U. ll.A., liwstanr >.• 

Ka. (MjrfwJU. 7» 
ea Hone Tutor. 
Janoaeth Bell, 
end (roequertan. 

Ba.S70^H*IU. 60 
ydw 1m quertera 
ea Buperlotendont 
of Bu^L 

^rofesaor. Jagaanatb 
Daooa. 

OoQegat 

JyotlrniQjr Ohodi. 1 I.A., X<Mtanr(ft) 

Ua. SM ... .H 

•aaoe* 

Hot enployed before 


PBiLosornto 

• 


i 



0. M. Uoa^a?! M.A« Profeaor ^ 

Indian BdooeMonel 
SerrloB pay 

Ra. I.IM. 

1 

Indian Bdooetlonel 
Bwrlce pey. 

j 

Profawir, Daooa Collage 


BaridM BhoUMbotjTa. N,A.. B.b, 
Rwdfr. 

Ba. »00 . 

1 Be 800 ... 

Laotunc. Oalontta UulTeialty. 

B. 0. Iloy. lf.A.> UeftOer 

»| (00 eae »%• 

I. 666 an M. 

Frlncipol Dyahdng 
Labors. 

OolleMO. 

U> 0. BliatiMharjrya. M.A., 

Leotorar. 

Bobordiute ^a> 
eetlonel Betvlrv 
ny Be S(0 ptut 
till. 76 ea House 
Tator. Deoee 
Belt. 

Bnbordlute Bdo> 
oatlnnel Serrloa 
pey Be 860. 

Laotnieri Daooa College. 


U> M. OaptB. X.A«i Leotnrar 

Be tM ». 

Rs. 161 

Profmor. Jagenuath 
Daooa. 

CuUegs. 

H. Ni XBkberJw, M.A>> Lecturer 

Bengal Kduoatlonet 
Se^oe pey 

BekOO. 

Bengal Bdooetlonel 
Berrlco pay. 

ProfsauH-. Dacca fVillegr. 


UtiTORT. 





B* Oi Mojamdori M.A.t Ph.o>« Pnr 
leimr auA the Head of History 
HepRitmeBt (c). 

Be 800 atu$ Re 110 
ea Head of De- 
Dement of 

nistory. 

fiM« ((0 sea aae 

Adatant Trofeasor of 
Oaloutta Unir^ty. 

History, 

A. F. Rebnun. B.A.. Boeder end 
Prorost, Mosllra HeU. 

Ra.800 . 

Rs. 660 ... M 

Profantr. KnaUn Uiiiraralfeyt 
Aligarh. 

SeOesh Obendn Bbnerjeei i(.Ai, 
LooUiror< 

•• 260 ... M. 

Be I 66*11 

ProfoBor, Jagunnutb 
Daooa. * 

College, 

Sndbtndre Metli Bbetteoheryye> 
it.A.a loetnrer. 

M S60 

Be S80 ... 

Profaraor. Be Andrew's 
Qnakhpor. 

Omirge. 

P« Oa Kukherjee. It.A. Leotomr — 

Bengal Ednoep 

tiooel Serrioe 
pey Be 160 plut 
Be 76 end 
free quartets ea 
Bouse Tutor. 
BeeoaHAlL 

Bengal Bduoa* 
tlonel Serrloe 
pay Ra. 880. 

Ptofeaw, Deeoa OoDege. Daoee 

BCOXOIUOB AMD POUTIOB. 


»' 



. Q. Peneodlker. IC.A .1 Ph.D., 
PiefsMor (d). 

Be 800 

•♦a«oa 



PeWto. 





Deeendie Netb Beaor|ee, ILA.i 
Lee(anr« 

Bengal Bduoa* 

tiooel Barrios 
pey Be 860. 

Bengal Bduoa* 

tlonal Berrloe 
pay. 

Tatn^eyy Pnfnor. 

Daooa 


(«> PoattaiimonruraiKlomd bj Kon'btoKr. AJtafAli. . 

(t) V^tomw H tbs OoTmmen^BMMrah 8 obolu« PraUtM^fTnlhp. On Wtta 





Nmdh of tooehm ud UUm. 

Poj or oUowoDoe 
ander tbe Ooeco 
Univenlt;. 

Vmj drown before 
employment noder 
the Oaeoo 
Unlreralty. 

1 

Prerfanu omploymaot.^ 

AJconoMte*. 




S. Toldhjruottu Myju, u.k>, 
Leotoror. 

fin. SM . 

1 

Ba, 140 ... 

I’eadcr, ICadraa Unlraralty. 

Krtkhm Blnoda Soho, il^.> I^e> 
taror. 

soo 

a.. ; 

1 

liKstnrer, (%leutUi Univareity. 

SOSSUIT. 




H. P. Boitrl, 11 . 0 .. Pro* 

fcMOr. 

Be. 800 ... M. 


Government peualonai'. 

6.0. Obokrorirti, B.!.. Boodor m. 

Bmgol Bdneo- 

tloQol Serrloe 
po>te ADO. 

Bengal Bduoft- 

tlonal Borrlee 
W* 

Professor. Dacoa College. 

Bodho Gobiodo Boaok. M.o.. Leo* 
torer. 

Beogol Ednoo* 

tloDol Sorrlce 
pojr Ba. 100. 

Ditto ' ... 

Profsasor. Hafshabl College. 

G. P. BhoUoohorjryoi M.A.. Le^ 
turer. 

Bs. ISO . 

Ba. SOO ... 

Lecturer. Bmarrs Uliidn Uni* 
veniity. 

Knboounod Sbobidallob. M.o.i B.!... 
Leotnnr. 

lie. ISO plui Bh. 70 
end freo quitr- 
ten oa Ilouae 
Tutor, ttiulim 
Hall. 

Ua. 300 ptui Hm. »i 
aliowetiee and 
tree quartora. 

Keaearoh ANdafaant, Calcutta 
Unlvenlty. 

> 

iRbOMlO BTODIBO- 


t 


S>iom»-itl-UloflM N. Wolioedi 

M.O. (A). 

Ha. 800 oUownnoe 



A. Abdnl Wobbob, M.O., b.l.. 

Reoder. 

too ••• M. 

Woa a idoader. 


Eliolil bin XuUoniinad Arob. Lee* 
tarer. 

.. 8M> .. 

Hs. 100 . 

Nadwatui Clania Madraamh, 
Lnoknow. 

Abn Utnnou KhoUd, m.Om Leoturer 

St S^O eaa 



Monwor All. Lcotarer .« 

SI s§0 a«a ••• 

aee er 


Pbuiia:( AMD Uruu. 


1 


Pldo All Kbon. M.A.> Header ood 
Aotlog Proctor. 

Bengal Rdnoo* 

tlonal Sorrioo 
pojr lU. 400. 

Bengal Rdnoo* 

tlonal Service 
l»y. 

ProfosHor. Dsooa CoUogo. 

Hnbommad fiarboii addin. Pokbnil 
Ifoboddeoln. Leetnrer. 

lU.860 . 

Bs. ISO. ... 

Frofeasor, H. U. GoUege. 

PHTB106. 


! 


W. A. Jeaklni, M.Be., Profemor ... 

Indian Bdnoa- 

tloual Serrlee 

pig plui Ba. 100 
a Ba. 1.0S0. 

Indian Rduoop 

tlonal Servloa 

i»y- 

Profeaur, Daoca CoDega. 

8 . H. BOM. U-ao., Boeder (A) 

Ba. 400 . 

Ba. ISO. Wonld 
have drawn 

Ra. S7I in July. 

Leotaier, Oalontta UnlTerat^. 

B. N. Gboeh. 1I.A.. Reodn 

Bengal Kdoao. 

Uonal Serrloe 
pay Ha. 100. 

Baagal Edaea- 

tlon^ Servlee 
pay Ba. SOO. 

Prof amor. Baooa OoOege. 

< 

B. 0. Onho, il.Be., Leotorer m. 

Ba. IM ... 

Ba. IM ... M 

Praf—er. SletfepeUtoo OoDane, 
Oatoutto. 


(m) Dr»m ui ftltowknoe of Bi, MO from Dtooa Uoivonlkr u ooUiig H«»d of tbo Deptrtawoi In nddlUoii to bi« 
.deUM M PrljM>b)tU. Soooft Modnmh. 











NamM of teadMce and tttlee. 

Pay or aOowanoo 
nndortbe Daooa 
DnlTerS^, 

nv drawn befoca 
‘ omployDieat nador 
the Daooa 
Dalverelty. 

i 

nmrloM employawnt. 

OUBMIBTHV. 

J. C. Obadi> IKBO., ProfeMor (a) 

Be. BOO 


aea 

Rs. 919 

Leetareri OMoutta CniverMty, 
1919. 

At Ot Samar, Fb.l>.i Beader 

Bengal Bdnoa* 

tlonal Barrloe 
pay Be. MO. 

Bengal Bdaoa* 

tlonal Serrloe 
pay Be. MO. 

Profeewnr. Dacca College. 

P. 0. Ooha, MtSOtt Leotonnr 

BhlM 

•9* 

••• 

BtoSOO^ni allow* 
anoe Be. 10 pfw 
free quartere. 

Leotarert OatootU UnlT9Cilfey. 

Bajendra Lai Do. Xtto.. LMtomr ... 

.. 990 


*** 1 

1 

Be. 900. Wonld 
have reoekved 
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tomber. 
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M.O. Ben Oupta. n.a.. 
tmor and Provoat. Jagaonath 
HaO. 

Ba 1.000 and 
quartere. 

free 

Be. 790 ... 

1 

Ylfl^Prlnelpal, Deoea Law 
Otdlage. 

J,lI.Da«Ca|ito,ll.L.,Leotarer ~ 

Be. 400 

eoa 

aoe 
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Part-tlne. Praotieod aa vakil. 
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U. P. Wott, D.A. Honorary Header 

NU 

••• 

a«a 

eaoaee 


p. S. Kntfci, MtA., Reader 

Be. 700 

eee 

nee 

Ihi. 990. free quar* 
ten and allow* 
anoo. 

Prloolpal. K. E. Otdlm, Uhar* 
war. v9) 
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Jnan Banian Mitrm, PereonaJ Aaeie- 
tant to YksoCbanveUor. 

Be. 890 to) 

Oet 

Be. 190”^“190 

Stenograpber. cdDoe of UlroOtor of 
Puule liMtrnatiOD, Aeaan). 

P,0. Turaer. U.A., Librarian and 
ProToet, Dacoa Hall* 

Indian Kduoa- 

tiooal Serrloo 
pay Be. 14790. 

Indian Bduoar 

tloual Service 
pay Bs. 1,900. 

Indian Bducational Barvlco, Prin* 
eipali Dacoa College. 

Naairuddln Aljinad, M-t., Khan 
Bahadur, n.O.e.1 fto^rar. 

Re. 790 

ae» 

...1 

1 

fiSt ft&O 00* ••• 

Bengal OItU Sorvloe (Bxeoutiva). 

MoBonwhan Ghoeb, Steward 

.. MO 

oaa 

oao 
, ' 

NU ... ... 

Not employed before. 

Fakbroddln Ahmad, X.A., Bub* 
Librarian, 

M MO 

eee 

e«« 

1 

1 

Be. 390 ... ... 

Librarian. Daooa Oolto^ Waa 
•ome time maeter at llaitknge 
Uonae, AUpore. 

8. K. Dae Oupta. 19.0.. Medical 
OS^r. 

M 400 

eoo 

*"i 

1 




to) Durloff 1917 to 1919 h« owd to e«t Ba. 989 a montb u Laoturer, Oaleutto UolTanttr* Daring 191»>198i 
ha m on kaTO for rtody aud tra»al In Buropa. Total allowanoo was ^ 919. 

A) The InatlMtlon mw run on a tow soato of aalarl«a an tha Una of tjw Fergnaaon OODm, Peon^ 
to) Par ofland at the VniTaraity being the aama an that offered by th» Oorernment of Aeaam for a Baporter- 
■blp in the Aa»m Legl^lre OonooU. ria., Be. 990—10—SSO. 


SoATOity of drinking water in parts of Khulna. 

120. BabuSAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) la the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
GoTemment aware that heaxdea the scarcity of food and doth there ia 
an acute scarcity of drinking water in certain areas of the Khulna 


^ • i 


1 n 






(^) Wni the HoD*ble the Minister be pleased to state the amount 
spent by the Distiict Board during the last three years for the provision 
of drinking water in excavating new tanks and reclaiming old areas P • 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) It is pre¬ 
sumed the question refers to thanas Paikgacha, Assasuni. and Kaliganj 
including Shyamnagar and Fratabnagar beat house, in which there 
have been repeated failures of crops since 1919; there is a great scarcity 
of drinking water in these parts. 

^(b) Two statements are laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause {b) of unstarred question 
- No, 129 showing the number of District Board reserved and grants 
in-aid tanks and wells in thanas Paikgacha^ Assasuni and Kaliganj^ 
including Shyamnagar and Pratahnagar Beat House, 


Kama tean*. 

1 

Nnmbar ot •stating 
Dlftrlot Board re- 
■emd tonka. 

Nomber ot gtsia>ln* 
old Unfcs. 

Knmbfr Of tonfco ■nee- 
tioD«id Mtd propel 
to bo otonvotM In 
tba onrroot nod 
fotarajMi*. 

1 

1. Paikgacha 

7(a) 

10 

5 (A) 

2. AsaaBani ... 

16 

3 

31 

3. Keliganj, mclading 
Sliyaiunagar and 

Pratahnagar Beat 

Hontie. 

27 

6 

44 

• 

Total ... 

49 

! 18 

80 


(«) BnUM OM mMMiry ud one rins wdL 
ih) Botdrt em mMoarj wd propoMd. 







Statement referred to in the reply to clauee (6) of unetarred question 
No. 129 showing the amount spent by the District hoard of KhiUna 
during the last three years for the provision of drinking tvater in 
thanas Paikgacha^ Assasuni and Katiganf including Syamnagore 
and Pratapnagar Beat House. 


YMr. 

Amonot apunt oa the 
cxoaraUoB of toaka 
and wella. 

AmoBDt apeut oo ro* 
pair of tanka and 

mu*. 

ToUL 

Paikqacha rOLlOB- 

» STATIOH. 


Km. 


Um. 

11m. 

1918-19 



1,802 


Nil. 1 

1,802 

1919-20 


1 

204 


Nil. 

204 

1920-21 


• •• 

Nil. 


10 ! 

1 

10 


Total 

1 

1 

2,006 

10 

2,016 

Assasoki 

pouck-station. 


1 



1918-19 


• •• 

1,682 


87 

1,769 

1919-20 


a*# 

Nil. 


148 

148 

1920-21 ^ 

••• 


1,448 


103 

l,fi5i 


Total 


3,130 

338 

3,468 

SAUGANJ POLICB-BTATION. 





1918-19 


• aa 

6,370 


359 

6,729 

1919-20 


• aa 

2,013 1 


191 

2,204 

1920-21 

««• 

aaa . 

i 

1,499 


203 

1,702 


Total 

••a 

8,882 

763 

9.636 

Grand Total 

• aa 

' 14,018 


1,101 

a 

16,119 






















Panehayati Union Schools for boys and girls. 


130. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) WiU the Hou’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
the amount paid to eaidx district out of the total grant of Rs. 29,434 
during the (Arrent year 1931-32 for the maintenance of the panchayati 
union primary schools? 

(6) Has there been an even distribution of the money to all the 
districts P 

(c) If not, on what principle has this distrihution been made? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (n) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(h) No. Each girls' school receives Bs. IG per mensem each, boys' 
school receives Bs. 10 per mensem except in Bakarganj, Tippera and 
Noakhali where the rate is Bs. 11. 

(c) The principle of distribution is this. Of the Bs. 10 for a boys* 
school, Rs. 7 was intended for the Head Teacher and Bs. 3 ft>r a monitor. 
It was presumed that the total receipts of the Head Teacher with fees 
would be about Bs. 13 per mensem except in the three districts named, 
where they were expected to be less, and a higher tate of Rs. 11 per 
mensem was accordingly sanctioned. Of the Bs. 16 per mensem for 
girls' 8ch(M)l8, Bs. 12 was intended for the teacher, Bs. 4 for contin¬ 
gencies, including a woman-servant. 


Statement showing the funds to he allotted to District hoards during the 
year 192U22 for the maintenance of PancJuiyati Union Schott!s for 
boys and girls referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred 
question No, IBO. 

PRRSiDKNcy Division. 


Kt. 

1. ^4.HfirgAnss ••• ••• ••• .•• 1,000 

2. Nadia «aa »•« 2,3U 

3. Muraltidabad ••• ••• 084 

4. JcHBor© ••• ••• ••• 1,114 

6. Khulna ••• ••• ••• ••• 1,784 


ToUl ...' 8,108 











Bubdwam Division. 


6. Burdwan 

7. Birbhum 

8. Baokora 

9. Uidnapore 

10. Hooghiy 

11. Howrah 


Ka. 

765 

1,320 

. 1,104 
762 
240 
984 


Total 


6,165 


Daooa Division. 


12. Dacca ••• 

18. Mymeiiaiugh ... ... 

14. Faridpor ••• ••• 

16. Uakarganj ••a ••• 


1,712 
1,224 
1,51)0 
. 720 


Total ... 5,166 


Chittaqong Division. 


16. Chittagong 

17. Tippera 
1>8. Noaktiali 


Total 


1,411 

2,160 

984 

4.556 


Kajshaui Division. 


19. Rajahahi 

20. Dinajpur 

21. Rangpnr 

22. Bogra 
23.. Pabna 
24. Jalpaigari 
26. Malda 




744 

312 

1,920 

1,176 

672 

864 

704 


ToUl 6,392 


Obano Total ,. 


‘ 29,424 






Brahmo boys «nd Sanskrit Collogiato Sohool. 

181. Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTAs (a) Is tlie Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Education aware that a 
Brahmo hoy has recently been refused admission into the Sanskrit 
Collegiate School because of his religion P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that the Brahmos bare 
called themselves Hindus in the census returns and that the Hon’ble the 
Brivy Council has decided that the Brahmos are to be regarded as Hindus 
in the law of inheritance ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to slate whether Brah> 

mo boys had formerly been admitted into the Sanskrit Collegiate 
School ? • 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 

so that Brahmo boys may be admitted into the Sanskrit Collegiate 
School ? "" 

The Hoit>ble Mr, P. C. HITTER: (a) It has been ascertained that 
such an incident took place in January, 1921. 

(6) It is understood that many have so described themselves. The 
Privy Council has so decided. 

(c) Government are informed that there are records of the admis¬ 
sion of some boys of the adi Brahmo' Samaj but not of boys of any 
other branch of the Brahmo Samaj. 

(d) Government have the matter under consideration. 

Government Bill. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill. 1921, 

The Hen’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I beg to move 
that the Calcutta Municipal Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion there¬ 
on. 

On the last occasion, when I had the honour of introducing the Bill, 

I endeavoured to explain as fully as I could the principles underlying 
that measure, so far as its constitutional aspects were concerned. On the 
present occasion, it will he my duty to lay before the House those ' 
features of the Bill which deal with the administrative arrangements 
of the Corporation. Before I address myself to this matter, I think 
it is only right and proper that I should express my sense of warm 
appreciation of the industry, the care and the thoroughness which has 
been displayed in overhauling and reconstituting the Bill. It is a work 
of great magnitude and the credit of it all belongs to Mr. Payne (“Hear, 
hear”), the Chairman of the Corporation, in which, no doubt, he was 
aided by the officers of the-Corporation and of the Ijegislative Department 
of this Council. It is only right and proper that the thanks of the Govern* 



The Bill dividea itself into four parts. 1 do not say that it is a 
scientific classification; hut for all practical pui-poees this classification 
should suffice. In tfie first place, there are, what I may call, the drafting 
amendments, t.e., those which are merely matters of language and draft* 
ing. Secondly, there are obvious omissions in the existing Act, which 
require to be rectified. Thirdly, the Bill provides for important powers 
conferred and abligati«)Ti8 imi)oscd upon the Corj>oration. The i>rivileges 
and obligations of the ratepayers have also been added to. The Bill vests 
in tlie Corporation much larger powei s than what that body now possess 
in respect of the regulation and the control of bustees and buildings 
including repairs. The functions and the powers of the Corporation 
have been very considerably enlianced in respect of qnestions relating 
to sanitetion and public health. I think it will be within the recollec¬ 
tion of this Council! that sometime back the Corporation submitted what 
they called an Emergency Bill which they wanted to he speedily passed 
into law. The provisions of this measure are embodied in this Bill. 
These provisions vest in the Corporation’s new powers for the improve- 
7nent of the milk-supply, the more effective prevention of the adul¬ 
teration of food-siiiffs, such as gliee, mustard oil, etc., and lastly, for 
the controlling anl licensing of theatres and places of amusements. It 
will be admitted that the milk-supply of Calcutta is a very important 
question, in view of the fact that our people very largely depend upon 
vegetable diet. The Corporation is invested with the power of opening 
depots for the sale of milk and dairy produce, and there is even some¬ 
thing more. On emergent uccasions, and subject to the sanction of 
Government, the (^nporation is authorised to maintain depots for trading 
(marl; the word) in food-stuffs, (doth, and other necessaries of life. This 
represents a very impoj-tant departure in our municipal law. I am 
partial to this piece of legislation, for I feel that in such ciisis as this, 
when prices have gone up so high, if we had such a provision it would 
have been effective in checking the evil of profiteering and affording 
relief to the poorer classes. 1 feel certain that when a provision of this 
kind has been placed on the Statute Book and has been made a pari of the 
Municipal law in Calcutia, our friends in the rural areas will eagerly ^sk 
for its iutroductiou into the law affecting our local bodies in the mufassal. 
I shall welcome such a demand, and, [ think, that our local bodies ought 
to have powers in this respect. They are the custodians of popular 
interests and when the spirit of profiteering is abroad, it is necessary 
that legislation of this kind should be resorted to and enforced for the 
pui^se of checking it. 

Then, we have a provision for the purpose of controlling and licensing 
theatres and places of amusement. The necessity for a law of this kind 
has long been felt. It will enable the Corporation to fix and regulate 
the hours during which these places of amusements may he kept open. 


present here—but as be is very mucb interested in the question of tbe 
overloading of bullock-carts, 1 may tell him that we propose to take 
powers under the Bill for prescribing the maximum load for bullock-carts 
and the width of tyres. The first of these provisions will prevent cruelty 
to animals and the second will protect tlie roads. 

There is a small provision for the licensing of dogs. I do not know 
whether it will be acceptable to those who keep dogs, but I may point out 
that it is not intended to make any revenue out of this, but to i»revent the 
nuisance of ownerless dogs. 

Then, there is another matter of some iroporunce. The four funds of 
the Corporation will be amalgamated and they will fonn one fund. 
There is not the slightest desire on the part of the authors of the Bill to 
enhance the consolidated rate beyond 23 per cent. * 

We have taken power to compel markets, which were registered 
under the Act of 1871, to take out licenses. These old markets were 
exempted from taking out licenses, but it is necessary that they should 
do so in the interests of sanitation. 

Then, again, there are places and shops which sell indigenous drugs 
and they must be registei’ed, because complaints have been made that in 
some of these places poisonous and non-poisonous matters get mixed up 
together. These are some of the provisions and these are some of tlie 
powers which have been bestowed u]^on the Corporation. But there are 
also furlhor obligations which have been imposed upon the Coipnration. 

In the first place, in the matter of water-supply, the Corporation will 
be compelled to keep up a minimum prassure of 40 feet in their mains 
whicih, in the case of extreme necessity, may be reiluced to 20. The 
quantity of free water-supply is increased, and no matter what the amount 
of the rates a man may pay he will, in any case, l>o entitled to a free 
allowance of 20 gallons of filtered water—that is not the law at present. 
The allowance is now fixed upon the basis of the rates that a man pays 
and in no case should the free allowance exceed 50 gallons per head. 

There is a provision which, T think, will be beneficial to the poorer 
classes. Tbe Bill provides that water connec^tions in the case of poor 
people who cannot pay for them will be defrayed out of the municipal 
fund, if the Corporation thinks fit. My information is that cases of this 
kind frequently occur, and the Corporation has not been able to afford the 
necessary relief. These are the principal points to which I would draw 
the attention of the Council. I have no desire to detain the House much 
longer. I want to point out to the House that though some of the provi¬ 
sions may seem to be drastic, there is this safeguard provided that the 
constitution of the Corporation will be an exceedingly popular one. The 
representatives of the ratepayers will be in a decisive majoiity, and they 
may be relied upon to safeguard the interests of the ratepayers and to 
prevent proceedings that are likely to be inequitable, harsh or oppressive. 


must be differences of opinion. I bope and pray that tke spirit of charity^ 
and tolerance, tbe spirit of cfiye>and-take may be tbe dominant note of 
this Council. We may baye our differences, but let no bitterness be intro^ 
duced into our deliberation in reg^ard to matters where we cannot see eye 
to eye. 

In asking tbe House to give me permission for tbe circulation of tbis 
Bill, let it be understood that tbe House is not required to yote on any 
section or any provision of tbe Bill. All tbat we ask tbe House to do is 
to give its permission to circulate tbe Bill for opinion and when tbe 
opinions baye been received and when tbe select committee have con¬ 
sidered them, then tbe import of tbe select committee on tbe whole Bill 
will be laid before tbe House; and tbe House will bave tbe opportunity of 
discussing tbe provisions of tbe Bill, clause by clause, section by section 
and re(»>rding its vote thereon. They are not now called upon to discuss 
or vote on any provision whatsoever. It is a general permission which we 
desire to obtain from tbe House in order tbat we may circulate tbe Bi^. 
There will be a full discussion after the report of tbe select committee 
has been received. 

With these words, 1 beg to move tbat tbe bill be circulated for 
eliciting opinion thereon. 

Mr* Di C« CHOSEs In tbat moving peroration with which the Minis¬ 
ter for Local vSelf-Clovernment concluded bis great speech in introducing 
tbe Municipal Bill, be said— 

Tke Oalcutia Municipal Bill wkich I have introduced is an object lesson in 
patience and in the triumph of the spirit of patience, which a section of my country¬ 
men may well profit by. 

This was intended, as I understand it, to convey a moral, much needed 
in these days, to those of our countrymen who seem to believe that it is 
possible to secure the millenium by mere impatience and anger. But, 
Sir, the moral was equally needed by those of us who, without being in 
any sense impatient idealists, were beginning to ask in despair whether 
the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act would ever come. The work 
of amending the Act was taken in hand in 1912 and it is in the year of 
grace 1921, that the legislature is asked to consider the amending legis¬ 
lation. Surely, Sir, in these circumstances, the lesson of patience was 
needed, very badly, by everybody concerned with the fuller development 
6f municipal polity and wider recognition of popular control in the 
affairs of the premier city in India. But, Sir, the great delay on the 
part of Government in finally submitting to the Legislature their pro^ 
posals regarding the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act has not 
been without any compensating advantages. Perhaps tbe greatest of 
siiob'advantages has been this tbat our veteran leader. Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea, has got an opportunity to shape and mould the amending 


charge of the Municipal Bill. The leader of the forlorn hope of 1899 
U to>day the accredited exponent of the policy, which he h^d advocated 
in vain, 22 years ago. He was in the foremnt of ' the struggle 
against any diminution of the authority of the Corporation and his 
passionate plea in the closing debate on the Calcutta Municipal Bill of 
1899 is still ringing in our ears. He then said in language which he 
himself alone can coin— 

You will neyef be able to roll back tbe tide of progreaa whit^ baa set in with 
such irresistible force in Ihis country. The forces of progress will triumidi over the 
forces of reaction. I was associated with the birth of Local Self-Oovemment in 
this city. 1 watched it at its cradle. 1 ministered to ite growing wants. I rejoic¬ 
ed at the exuberant vigour of its manhood. 1 will live in the hope and trust that 
the wisdom of the past will soon be vindicated and the inestimable boon of Local 
Belf-Govemment will, within a measurable distance of time, be restored to the city 
of my birth. ** 

These were, indeed, prophetic words. He has lived to see that time and 
events have vindicated his policy and his principles. 

This is not the stage when we can enter into a detailed examination 
of the Bill. There will be time enough, Inter on, for doing that work. 
Besides, those of us who are also municipal commissioners will have an 
opportunity, before long at the Corporation,' to critically examine not 
only the constitutional clauses but what are far more important in some 
respects at any rate, the various administrative provisions of the Bill. 
But there are one or two provisions of the Bill regarding which I deem 
it my duty, at this stage, to enter my humble but emphatic caveat. Sir, 
I cannot help thinking that the decision of the Minister not to include 
within the municipal limits of Calcutta, Cossipore-Chitpur, Maniktala 
and Garden Reach is a retrograde step. This inclusion was specifically 
urged and recommended by the Calcutta Corporation and the reasons 
which were advanced in its support are, to my mind, absolutely conclu¬ 
sive. Against those weighty reasons, what do we find in support of the 
step which the Minister, unfortunately, has taken? It is the fear of 
agitation on the part of the people inhabiting those areas. Now, Sir, 
to this plea, it so happens that I have an answer, a complete answer, 
framed in the language of the Minister himself. Referring to the 
revTsion of the Act of 1876, he says thus in his speech in introducing this 

Bill— 

The time for the revision of the Act soon drew near, and when it was revised 
in 1888, the subarba were included within the Calcutta municipal area. Tht 
«MO*ure oav% rut to $ome UttU agitation, but the boon vxu §oon reeognited, 

I venture to think that in this case also, if the areas are included within 
the municipal limits of Calcutta, any agitation that might arise will 
soon subside and the boon will be universally recognised. 1 hope, there^ 
fore, that the Minister will revise and reconsider his decision in Hght 


There is another provision in the Bill regarding which I have soiue 
criticism to make. The Minister has proposed that a part of Tollygunge 
will be included within the iminicipal limits of Calcutta. This is what 
h<‘ has said in his speech— 

We propone to include a small area in TollyKungo, if you approve of the sections 
lolatinK to this imitLer within the iiuinicipal limits of Calcutta. The reason for it 
is (hiefly .sanitary. The area is small ainl its sanitary condition is so unsatisfactory 
that the only remedy lelt seemed to be to bring it within the jurisdiction of the 
Calcutta Corporation and the scope of its sanitary operations. Again and again 
has the Tollygimge Municipality been addressed on the subject, but to no purpose. 
To guard against possible loss of revenue which the Tollygunge Municipality may 
suffer by the exclusion of this area, the Bill provides that for 10 years a sum 
etiuivulcnt to the net revemio which it derives from this plot of land should he 
made gojufto it by tho Corporation. 


T amfe-ss, I cuiinot, understand why tlio Minister should have this tender 
solicitude for the Tollygunge Municipality. That municipality has so 
neglected its duties that the (luh-utta Corporalbui has to come to its 
rescue and, out of tiie Calcutta ratepayers’ money, has got to improve a 
gros.sly insanitary imrt of Tollygunge. However, I do not complain 
tiiut the (hxlcutta (>'orpotaiion has to take upon its shoulders i\ui burden 
of improving a portion of Tollygunge. But what sliall I say leg.ndiug 
the Minister’s projiosal that for 10 years the Calcutta Corporation shouid 
pay to the Tollygunge Municipality a sum equivalent to the net revenue 
which it derives from that portion of Tollygunge which will be included 
within lire municipal limits of Calcutta? By wliat logic or justice oi 
e(|uity is this going to be urged or defended, I confess, 1 cannot compre¬ 
hend? 'I’here is no reason given in the .speech of the Minister excejit 
this tiiat “ again and again has the Tollygunge Municipality been 
addressed on tlie subject, but to no purpose.” I do earnestly ho^ie, the 
Minister will seriously consider whether it is fair to ask the Calcutta 
(!mpnralion to take upon its shoulders not only the burden of in.proving 
a portion of Tollygunge but also the extra burden of providing tlie Tolly¬ 
gunge Municiiiality with money equivalent to the loss of revenue from 
the (I’ansferi'ed iiovtioii of its jurisdiction. 

Now, Sir, turning from the disagreeable task of criticising some of 
the provision's in the Bill, I join my humble voice to the chorus of praise 
and appreciation of many important features of the Bill. Especially do 
*1 appreciate the statesmanlike method of the Minister in dealing with the 
question of Muhammadan representation in the Corporation. The 
reasons he has given in support of the provision he has made in this 
behalf are, to my mind, conclu.sive. Let me say this to our Muhuinmu- 
dun fellow-members, both official and non-official, who are opposed to the 
Minister’s proposals, that the action of the Minister regarding this 
question and the support of the same by the Hindu members generally 
and also by some of the Muhammadan members are actuated by the 
highest and purest motives of patriotism and citizenship. Let there be 
no mistake about our motives. They are, I can honestly say. above sus- 
nicion and renroach. What, after all, is the primary object that the 
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Minister has in view ? It is to secure such rej)resentation as will be 
adeiiuate and will voice the wislies and interests of ratepayers in 
general. Anri 1 venture to think that the Minister has achieved this 
object by the ^provisions he has made in this behall in his Bill. If these 
provisions are given effect to by the Council, then the Muluiniuiadan 
commissioners as well as tlie Hindu comtaissioners will come to the 
Corporation returned by the joint vt)tc of MuhanintadaiKS and Hindus 
and will thus be in a position to reiirosent the wishes and requirements of 
practically all ratepayers. What danger some of our Muhammadan 
fellow-members apprehend will result from the arrungiunent icgarding 
Muhammadan representation, namely, roscuvation of seats and mixed 
electorate, 1 confess, I altogether fail to understand. I have never been 
able to discover any real divergence between llimlu and Mufiammadan 
interests so far as muuicijial affairs arc. concerned. After luriiirig this 
(luestion in my mind over ami over again ami discussing it with various 
Muhammadan friends uf mine, 1 have be(Mi able to get nnly one suhjc'ct 
upon which there might be difference between Hindu ami Muhammadan 
opinion. And that subject is the (piestion of the jtiohibition (f the 
slaughter of cows. Now- this is a matter regarding which Hindus hold 
one view and Muhammadans hold amilher (piite dilferenl view and this 
is well known to ail. 'I'herefore, Muhammadans, no mailer how they 
are returned to tlie (.'(niunatioTi, whetlier entirely by Hindi voles or 
.■ntircly by Muhammadan votes, will only voice that view legarding 
this ([iiestion whiidi their religion ditdates. 1 cannot umlerstaiid, tUeie- 
fore, ho\v there can be any cmbarra.ssment or misumlerslanding H'gard- 
ing this question. And this is the only subjecl wiiich one can distaiver 
upon which there might be difference between llimlu and Muhammadan 
opinion. 

But, Sir, it will b<^ urged, 1 suppose that since separate communal 
repre.sentation is one of the recognised shiblxiletbs of the jMtlitieally-mind- 
ed Muhammadans, thei-efore, ipso facto, it. must he demanded at all places 
and in all i-ircumstances. I have lieavd it said that tli(^ ties of party are 
dithcult to disregard and, therefore, much agaitist llieir conviction, some 
of our fellow Muhammadan members, will vote against this Bill. May 
1 venture to appi^al to them ami say, in the language not my own, but 
of a distingui.shed English statesman, tliat—“Man was not made for party, 
party was made for man; and there are objects, aims, goals in our poli¬ 
tical life by the side of which the names and the ties of parties are 
subordinate indeed”. And in this connection, may I (|iiote and remind 
our Muhammadan feliow-memhers of the noble wnrtls wJiich Burke used 
■when he flung away a .safe seat which meant much to him at a cri.sis of 
his political career. lie said— 

If I go into the House of Ciimmons at all, whatovisr eonstituoney I represent, 

1 sit there as a free man taking no orders from any one—not the mouthpiece of the* 
constituency,* but the free representative of a free constituency in a free House 

nf P.rtfntnonfl. 
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Ihese are deep, prejfnant words. I only ask that our fellow-inember.s, 
who are distracted by doubts and difficulties, should ponder over them 
before they cast their votes. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I oonj^ratulate the Hon’ble 
Sir Surendra Nath llanerjea on the satisfactory Bill he has placed before 
the Council and for the publication ol' which he has sought our permission. 
It is not often that public men have the good fortune to see the fulfilment 
of their hopes and the realisation of their dreams. Very gratifying it 
is that the principles and the cause for which the hon’ble gentleman 
fought throughout his life unsuccessfully should have triumphed at last 
and that he should be in a i)osition to carry out the reform. The cause 
of local self-government and the interests of this city could not be in safer 
and better hands. For to use his own words he was associated with the 
earliest municipal government of Calcutta, nurtured it in its cradle and 
ministered to its growing wants. 

The Bill embodies most of the recommendations that have been sent 
to Government by the Corporation of Calcutta. We, the members of the 
Corporation, who had much to do with those recommendations cannot 
but be gratified with the success which has been achieved. We all 
sincerely hope that the Bill will be passed without any undue delay. The 
deliberation have already taken too long and the first proposal for the 
amendment of the constitution of the city of Cahiutta was published in 
1913. The amendment of the Act has long been overdue and any further 
delay particularly in the matter of the provisions relating to food and 
drug adulteration, milk-supi>ly and various other tilings should be laken 
up at once. It is doubtful, however, whelher the Bill can be passed as 
quickly as we desire. The Bill for 1898 was introduced in March. 1898, 
was referred to the select committee in April, 1898, the select committee 
reported in ’April, 1899, was again referred back to that committee in 
August, 1899, and was discussed in Council in September, 1899, and took 
12 sittings and was finally passed in 1899. Between the first introduction 
and the final passing there was an interval, T find, of 18 months. There 
were altogether 565 amendments, and although the criticism stage 
mav not take so long now, the discussion in Council here will probably 
take longer, having regard to the present constitution of the Council 
and its size. 

It is gratifying that the Bill aims at liberalising the 
constitution of the Corporation and placing it on a popular basis and 
that it is proi)osed to reform the constitution of mufassal mnni(“.ipaliti€s 
in due course. The abolition of the system of co-ordinate authorities 
which has always been an anomally and is now an anaebronism, the 
enlargement of the Corporation and the vesting of all power in it, the 
election of the executive officer subject to the approval of Government, 
<tbe lowering of the franchise, the introduction of the system of aldermen, 
and the curtailment pf Government nominations could not but command 
{TAoeral assent. 
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Tke controversy regarding communal representation for the 
Muhammadans is likely to be actively taken up by my Muhamiuadan 
friends. I find that the Muhammadan population of this city is only 
221,0(K) out of 801,000 or one-fourth according to the census of 1911, 
and that out of 49,000 voters only 5,000 voters or less than one-ninth are 
Muhammadans. The disparity between the numerical strength and the 
voting strength is the chief difficulty. Anotln'r facOn- is that Ihey are in 
a hopeless minority everywhere in the matter of voting strength being 
about one-half only in ward 20, one-third in ward 8, one-fo\irth in wards 
13, 14, 15 and 24*, and an insignificent fraction of the total number of 
voters in other wards. 

I find that under the Act of 1888, when every ward returned two 
commissioners, and there were 50 commissioners the result of the election 
was as follows:— 


Elected odt oj 50. 

let election, 15tli March, 1889 ... 

2n<l „ I5th March, 1892 ... 

.HnJ „ l5th March, 1895 ... 

4 tli „ 12th March, 1898 ... 


5 Muhainmadans 


9 

8 

G 




11 


Wards. 

9, 13, 14, 15 and 19. 

8, 9, 13, 14. 16, 19, 20 and 21. 
8, 9, U, 15, 19,20 and 21. 

8, 9, 14, 15 and 20. 


Under the present Act the result 

was— 






Wards. 

Ist election, 

1903 

2 Muhammadans 

... 8 and 14. 

2nd 

1> 

1906 

2 

Do, 

3rd 

11 

1909 

2 

Do. 

4th 

11 

1912 

1 

... 8. 

5t}i 

11 

19ir> 

nutie „ 

* ■ • • « • 

6th 

n 

1918 

1 

... 14.. 

7th 

• 1 

1921 

iiotie ,, 

• • 4 • » 4 

The total number of Muhammadan Couiniissionors, including Govern- 

ment nomination during the last twenty years, was us 

follows :— 


1901 

7 

»• •• • 

1912 

... 5 


1903 

... 4 

1915 

... 5 


1906 

... 3 

1918 

... 6 


1909 

... 5 

1921 

... 3 


From the figures given by me it would be clear that the Muhammadans 
never enjoyed a large number of seats. The present Hill provides for 
13 seats to them. That is certainly a great advance. 

Now Sir, I will say a few words about the different methods of 
securing an efficient representation and an adequate representation of 
Muhammadans. There are thiee methods possible, viz.— 

(1) by communal electorates; 

(2) by Government nominations; and 
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Regarding the first from the Montagu-Chelmsford Report we find— 

(i) The division by creeds and classes means the creation of political camps 
organised against each other; 

(it) it teaches men to think as partisans, and not as citiKcns; 

(iii) it encourages the minority to settle down to a feeling of satisfied security 
and takes away tlio interest for the minority to qualify itself like the 
majority; 

fiv) the majority will be tempted to feel that having done all they need do for 
their weaker fellow countrymen they are free to use their power for 
their own purposes. It destroys the spirit of give-and-take which is 
the essen(!e of political life; 

(v) it stereotypes existing relations; and 

(in) the last objection is. if you introduce it in the Corporation, you will have 
to extend it everywhere. 


Tlie weight of opinion ugain.st ronnnnnal electorates is very great. 
The next meihod is the method of nomination, the objections to which 
seetn to bo ohvions to everyone (»f us. 

The third alternative, namely, earmarking the seats, has been found 
to be the only possible and desirable solution of the most difficult question. 
The only objection that can be urged against it is that it will enable the 
majority, which is prcponderalingly Hindu, to return a Muhammadan 
who may not he accei)tal>le to his ro-religionists. But we do nol re(|uire 
fanatical Muhammadan nr religions bigots but sound, wise and patriotic 
representative of the groat Muhammadan community. 

In the Calcutta (kirpovation. from my own experience now extending 
over 10 years, f may most emphatically say. that we never came across 
a ca.se in which the interests <if Muhammadans and Hindus were 
antagonistic. Indeed, municipal intere.st.s of both the communities are 
quite identical. T am glad to find that my friend, Mr. B. C. Chose, also 
hinted at this matter. Secondly, the jireponderalingly Hindu ohM-torates 
returned Muhammadan councillors itnder the Act of 1S8S. What 
ha]>pened then will happen again if good Muhammadan candidates are 
forthcoming. Thirdly, it is only a compromise between communal 
electorates and Government nominations, and in these days when we 
are resolved to go hand in hand for political reforms T beg of my 
Muhammadan friends to take into their consideration the desirability of 


having a compromise in this matter. 

As regards the number of seats for Muhammadans I may say that 
after a good deal of discussion and inquiry by a committe.€ of the Corpo¬ 
ration it was decided that they should have 11 seats out of 55. Now the 
present Bill gives them 18 seats. We do not grudge them two extra 
seats, if that would please our Muhammadan friends. 

In this connection of communal representation the one thing that I 
cannot but mention is the position of the Marwaris in Calcutta. The 
* Corporation of Calcutta in their recommendations mentioned that four 
seats should be earmarked for the Marwaris community. Although they 

from fhe ordinarv 
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Hindu population of Calcutta and after an extensive investijfation into 
this matter and debate in the (Corporation the (Corj)orution passed a 
resolution to allow four .seats to the Marwari coninuinity. I hope, Sir, 
the claims of that community would not be for^oitcm. 

Another point, before I resriine iny scat, is to ('xi»rcss luy repret that, 
the Government have not thought it fit to a(‘ce])t the Tecomiuendation ol 
the Corporation for bringing Cossipore-Chitjiore and Manlktala into the 
town of Calcutta. Maniktala and (\)sslpore-('lntporo are virtually an 
integral part of the city and in our opinion sliould l)e included in the city 
boundary. Maniktala would by its situation receive the surplus 
population of Calcutta and help to relieve the ]>ressure which prevails in 
the northern part of the city. The area of that municipality is 2,100 
acres and the population is only 5d,000. The income of the municipality 
is Rs. 1,80,000 and the expenditure i.s Rs. 1,75,000. The total rates 
levied work out to 19 per cent. It that area is incUuh‘d th(' rat<>payers 
of Maniktala will have very little extra to ])ay. 

As regards Cossipore-Chitpur they are already a part and parcel of 
Calcutta and resemble the city of (hvlc.uita in its characteristic features. 
It is not a purely rt^sidential area which can be hd't to itself but it is the 
trading and commercial area of (/alcutla and is in (dose and constant 
touch with the city. Us filthy and insanitary condition is a serious 
danger and menace to the city of Calcutta. The ivsoinres of that 
municipality and its powers under the Bengal M\ini(!i])a1 Act, as already 
known to many of us, are too limited to expect it to effectively grai)i)le 
with the nmnicipal problems. Without a complete system of 'drainage 
and sewage in that area the sanitation of (’alciitta is always in danger. 
We helieve the portions hetwi^eii the Banackporc 1’runk Road and the 
river is only an elongation of the existing nmnicipal boundaries of the 
city, (.ailcutta’s wab^r pnmjnng-station and the elevated reseivoir are at 
Tallah and should he within the Corporation coiit?ol. The anui of 
Cossipore-Chitpur is about 2,000 acres and impuhition 48,000. The 
present income is Rs. 8,75,000 and expenditure about the same. The 
total rates are about 17^ per cent. The addition of Cossipore-Chitpur 
to Calcutta is sure to be advantageous to both. So I think it is desirable 
that these should he included within the (k)rporatinn of Calcutta. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Allow me first to con¬ 
gratulate our Minister for Local Self-Government on the stupendous 
work he has done, on his achieving in the fulness of his manhood this 
the fondest hope of his youth. We join with him in praying that may 
he never cry nunc dimittis, may he remain long our Minister and 
Mentor, to guide us in our deliberations and cheer us with hope. Sir, 
I must deplore that T had not had time enough to go through the various 
clauses and provisions of the new Bill. But our Minister has very 
ably and sut^cinctly summed up the main changes,- and the one that 
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may all agree with, our Minister when he says: “ I oppose communal 
representation on principle ” and also when he says “ communal repre¬ 
sentation certainly interferes with the growth of Indian nationhood; 
and, therefore, we should not have it.” We may all agree with him 
in the principle; but I ask do we always act on such abstract principles? 
Do we in politics follow abstract justice or do we do what just and 
proper, taking into account all the conditions and circumstances? 

In the very breath in which our Minister wants to seciire complete 
self-government he asserts we are here to ensure the success, of the 
Reforms. He forgets that he did not stick to the attainment of com¬ 
plete self-government, when the present Reforms were offered, but that 
he had to temporise, and considering the circumstances, acted on the 
expediency that half a loaf is better than no bread. He did not sit 
tight on his abstract principle, principle of “ good government being no 
substitute for self-government.” Sir, our Minister has accepted 
dyarchy knowing full well that it is indefensible on principle, and I for 
myself think that he has rightly accepted it. Whatever might be the 
merits of communal representation and I do not defend it, we have first 
got to see whether the Muhammadans do at present want it or not. If. 
they consider, even wrongly, that their intere.sts would be ignored if 
they have no special representation are we, because we are in :i majo¬ 
rity, to thrust a boon on them, unprayed for and unwished for and 
under which they would smart, simply on the ground that it will help 
us in the remote future to have a perfect Indian nation? Our Hon’ble 
Minister himself acknowledges that in the Moniagu-Chelrasford liepcrt 
this matter had been considered and terms of disapproval expie.ssel, 
b\it ?it the same time the joint authors being pra{^tical men granted 
communal representation. 

This new principle which has been introduced in the Bill and on 
which our Hon’ble Minister has waxed so big was known to them too. 
Tliey had also considered all other possible and impossible schemes. And 
there is nothing new in the proposed method^of reprejsentation as has 
been suggested by the Hon’ble Minister. In the Home Rule I-eague 
memorandum submitted for the consideration of Mr. Montagu and 
Lord Chelmsford, a very similar method of representation and the joint 
authors after due consideration had rejected that, and preferred the 
present method of having separate electorates. They found that in spite 
of its defects in abstractions the Congress League scheme was the best, 
had the largest approval and commanded the greatest respect. And the 
Franchise Committee of which our Minister was also a member in unanim¬ 
ously adopting this scheme remarked as follows— 

That a great majority of Indjan masses, and the representatives of the Associa¬ 
tions. political and non-political alike, not excluding those in which Hindu interests 
preponderate adhered to this compact and it seems to us that any departure from 
its terms would revive in an aggravated form a controversy which it has done mu'^ 
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< ThrHoii’blO Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May 1 just 
ii^^aterrflne in order to correct a misapprehension under which my friend 
l iqJwtiwP I should-not have intervened hut for the personal reference 
hecinahj^ to me as a memher of the Franchise Committee. What we 
w^re diacT^j^ll^'Wfl^'C^mkmunal representation in regard to the Jjegis- 
Ifttiygthe local bodies. That makes the 
whole makes that remark wholly inapplicable to the 

present’case. . My friendiias also referred to the, Congress League 
scheme and so on. I was the Chairmen of the joint committee of Hindus 
and. Muhammadans which discussed this scheme. We exchided 
the local bodies. The local bodies were not thought of. The whole 
scheme referred only to the Legislative Councils. • 



I 




Rumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: This is a very important 
problem and when a certain principle* has been approved by a great 
body of public men, I think that it was applicable everywhere, whether 
it'was Council or local bodies. 

I fully agree with our Hon’ble Minister when he says. “ let not the 
past in thi.s matter blind us to the prospects of the future,” but T should 
also add, “ let not the vision of a glonous future blind us to the realities 
of the present.” This matter of having a separate communal represen¬ 
tation should be left wholly in the hands of the Muluimmadan members, 
a.s even in the Congress League scheme—one of the authors of which 
was perhaps our Hon’ble Minister— it was stipulated in the second 
proviso to clause 4, that communal questions should have the approval 
of at least three-fourths of the members of that community. And we 
have already seen that on the day this Bill was introduced fully 20 
Muhammadan members out of about 25 present, opposed th^ introduc¬ 
tion of the Bill on this very question. 

In this connection, I cannot help mentioning that perhaps the 
Muhammadans are right in saying that their inlerest.s are not properly 
safe-guarded without .^ipecial representation. I am reminded of a 
speech in the last Council of oiir late lamented friend, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Ra.sul, a man whom all communities loved and respected. On the 
5th of March, 1917, while commenting on a municipal matter, he 
pointedly drew attention to the fact that owing to the inadequate 
representation 6f Muhammadan members even in the Calcutta Corpo¬ 
ration, there was no provision for ftinds for the burial of Muhammadan 
paupers, while Hindu paupers were cremated at municipal cost. 
Mr. Rasul said— 

My friend Rai Radha CSiaran'Pal Bahadur baa said that every member of this 
'House well knows that there is no distinction between Hindus aud Muhammadans 
in these municipalities. I should not go so far as to say that the Hindu members 
of the municipalities have deliberately neglected the interests of the Muham- 
n^ana, but I must say that they^ have been—I dare say—uhwittingly indifferent 
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He then continues— < 11 ++ 

Well we need not discuss the various municipalities, but 

are also burnt there being no provision for their suitable burial. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: But the question is that Muham¬ 
madan dead bodies are never burnt. 

euci^MARESWAR RAY: Well, I do not say that; 
w 1 1 said that When Mr. Kasul made that state- 

• -i. \ .' In mv mind how for want of special electoiates, ininou 

again it brings y KJwhtv ner cent of the population of 

ties go absolutely unrepresented. Lighty p(i ^ \ . ^ 

minority. 

Rai Dr. HABIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the member in order in referring to all these details? 

The deputy-president (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I tbink he 

is quite in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am discussing the Eaj- 
shahi District Hoard, and I hope no body urill challenge me because I 
ocmK from Raishahi Sir, minorities must be represented, and for this 
even rnfw Coicss constitution has adopted the system of single 
tiZfe^hk votes." And for this, have the few munic.pa ities m the 
mill area near Calcutta been given a separate electorate, and it 
lie in our mouth to disavow the policy of having special electoiates? 
Ld small separate electorates based on purely communal lines have 
been actually provided for in this very Bill.., Chamber o Commerce, 
Trades Association and Port Commissioners, all very small bodies, can 
send fully 12 members in addition to other seats which a Enropean may 
good enough to capture. I wonder at the value of a 
is adopted in one paragraph and abandoned in the next. I 
that dL consideration would he given to the question of communal 

representation. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; I welcome the new Munici¬ 
pal Bill which has been introduced here the other day and I ag^e that 
it be circulated for eliciting public opinion. I congratulate the Hon ble 
Minister who is fortunate enough to introduce the Bill because he 
happens to be one of the “ Brave 28 ” Commissioners. U this con¬ 
nection, I must sav that the thanks of this Council are due to those 
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But I find there are several grave objections, particularly in the 
matter of the constitution of the Municipal Council. I cannot under¬ 
stand why special seats are reserved for one community neglecting the 
interests of other (Sommunities. Wliy should not seats be reserved 
for the Marwaris who perhaps pay a large amount of tax to the Corpo¬ 
ration? Their number is not very insignificant. Why should not 
seats be reserved for our Anglo-Indian and other brethren? I do not 
agree with Rai Ur. ITiiridhan Uutt Bahadur that sejjarate seats are to 
be reserved for the (iominunities interested, and T do not agree with him 
that the interests of separate communities who are in the minority can 
be safeguarded only by three ways viz. —either by nomination, or by 
communal representation, or by the method now adopted by the 
Hon’hle Minister. I think their interests can easily he safeguarded 
if th(* method of proportionafe representation in election bo adopted. 
Tlio interest of the Tnijioritie.'s cun be proiecit'd in this way, and bonco 
I fail to see why separate seats should be reserved Muhammadans 
only. We all know that there was a strong feelipg expre.ssed by some 
of my Muhammadan friends the other day at the time when the Bill was 
introduced in thi.s Council. They opposed the introduction of the 
Bill on the ground that commuiial representation for them by separate 
elecdoraie was not included in the Bill. I like to know whether they 
would prefer to remain under the old Act or accept the present Bill. 
However, I appeal to them to reconsider this matter very carefully. 
If they want the success of the Reforms as well as of Ijocal Self-Oovern- 
ment and desire that Hindus and Muhammadans, Cliristians and non- 
Christians should move side by side towards national . progress, 

I request my Muhammadan colleagues to consider this matter care¬ 
fully and stand by the side of their Hindu brethren and say that there 
should be neither any communal representation nor any reservation of 
seats for them. Then even if I concede to the view, as laid down in 
the Bill that separate seats should he reserved for Muhammadans, 
I fail to undertsand why 13 seats .should be kept reserved for them. 
Is it in proportion to the number of electors that are in the electoral 
roll now? No. Is it because the number of electors will he increased 
in the event of the reduction of the minimum qualifications of an elector 
that 13 .seats are given, hut even then the mnnher should he in pro¬ 
portion to the number of electors in the new roll ? 

There is another objection in the constitution of the Council, seats 
are reserved for certain bodies, such as the Bengal Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, and other .such bodies. But I do not find the names of bodies 
like the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, the Marwari Associa¬ 
tion and the Bengal Mahajan Sabha. 

Further, T understand that the municipal authoritie.s are “'going 
to take active steps in the propagation of primary education in this 
Aitv Tf that be one of the obiects of the Comoration. T think tkot 
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should be at least some seats reserved for the Calcutta University and 
educational institutions. 

There is one thing more and I have finished. I suggest that in the 
new Bill provision should be made for the purchase and control of the 
stores in a proper manner. In view of the criticisms made about the 
management of the stores at the present time, I think it is desirable that 
there should be some provision in the Bill in that direction also. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: As I rise to say a few 

w'ords on this historic occasion, the thought strikes me and I believe 
that it will recur to the memory of mamy old citizens of this great city 
how oir an ill-fated day in the month of November 1896, a great pro- 
consul, in prf'sidiiig over a Corporation cerenumy as our honoured guest 
turned round in violation of all canons of decency and hospitality, and 
hurled wild anathemas upon our devoted heads and sounded the death- 
knell of tlie Coi-poratiou and dug its grave. Tlie whole city was thrown 
into a paroxysm of grief and consternation. The mighty pro-consul in a 
fit of anger or rather in a fit of distemper accomplished what he desired. 
Blank despair and disappoinmoiit filled every heart in this city, and 
despite the unanimous and vehemetil o]>po8ition of every section of the 
commxinity the notorious Mackenzie Act was pa.ssed into a law of the 
land and the great edifice of self-government which was built up by his 
predecessors in office was dashed to the ground. Of that memorable 
occasion, I remember—and I remember with pride and pleasure—the 
gallantry and patriotism of a great band of non-co-operators, headed by 
the valiant Tribune of the people, the JTon’ble Minister, who now adorns 
the Government bench as a ro])resentative of the people. Round him 
clustered the stalwart figures of Kalinath Mitier, the Nestor of the Cor¬ 
poration, Bhupendra Nath Basu, Narendra Nath Sen, Nalin Bihary 
Sarkar, and last, though not the least, Nawah Syed Shanis-ul-Huda, the 
President of this honourable Council, followed by a band of young workers 
of the Corporation. It is a happy achievement of statesmanship—I 
.should say it is a tribute to the genius of the freedom-loving British race 
—that what an autocratic pro-consul snatched away in a fit of anger 
should now be restored or be proposed to be restored to us with the sanc¬ 
tion and approval of the Reformed Government, which presides over our 
destinies to-day. When we look back to the history of the foundation, 
and the expansion of the Calcutta Coiporation, we cannot but be filled 
with pride and also reflect upon the fact as to what a world of differ¬ 
ence there has been between the glorious band of Hailcbury men and 
the competition-wallas of the present day. It was the band of Hailebury 
men, who presided over the destinies of the country at that time and 
who conceded the supremacy of the Corporation in all matters relating 
' to the city. Wken I read the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative 
Council of those days, I find that during the Lieutenant-Governorship 
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Secretary, introduced a Bill, giving the most complete and fullest con¬ 
trol over civic affairs to the Justices of the Peace. Sir Ashley Eden in 
proposing legislation observed that the Corporation, vested in the 
Justices, should be the supreme authority in all matters concerning the ” 
city. Perhaps it is not known to many gentlemen here—and so I may 
disclose the fact on this occasion that the principal concession, which 
the Hon’ble Minister is now making to the people of Calcutta, uiz., the 
concession of the election of the head of the executive was actually con¬ 
ceded by Government in 1862. I find in the old Bill of 1802, as drafted 
by no less a person than Sir Ashley Eden, that the appointment of the 
chief of the executive, his salary and his removal was to be left to the 
Corpoi'ation; that was in the original Bill; this was a foretaste of demo¬ 
cracy in those days. But in the select committee, however—tben the 
Indian element in such a body was microacoj)i(^—this generous provi¬ 
sion was deleted, and yet the fact is there that the Government of that 
day conceded the princijde that the Corporation should be the supreme 
authority in every thing, and from 1868 to 1876, if the history of the 
(Corporation is read, it will bo seen that it was a strenuous life on the 
part of those who represented the city. Stormy debates, unsparing 
criticism and remorseless scrutiny of the executive policy marked every 
stage of the Corporation proceedings. There was a happy coalition 
between the British Indian Association and the Calcutta Trades 
Association; there was also the clicjue, which sat almost every week 
before the Corporation met in the chamber of the British Indian Associ¬ 
ation where Europeans and Indians confabulated before coming to the 
Corporation meeting to make a concerted attack upon the policy of the 
executive where necessary. Those were the days when Europeans and 
Indians ungrudgingly worked hand in hand for the common cause; 
and I do not deny that even afterwards they continued in the same way, 
although I must say that there has been in evidence a certain amount of 
lethargy on the part of the European comniuniiy of the pre.sent day. 
When we come to the year 1876, we find that a partial system of elec¬ 
tion was granted by Sir Richard Temple. In the present Bill the Ilon’ble 
Minister has reduced the number of nominated commissioners to a very 
insignificant figure. This, again, is a reiteration of the policy of Gov¬ 
ernment in bygone days. If you read the speech of Sir Richard 
Temple in the Bengal Legislative Council in J876, you will find him 
recommending that there should be as few Government members as 
possible; and be suggested that the number should be one-fourth of the 
75 commissioners and it might be even less; but in the (^ouncil it was 
made two-thirds elected and one-third nominated. Sir Richard Temple 
■was a Hailebury man—mark the distinction between a competition-walla 
and a Hailebury man. In 1876, the partial electorate system was intro¬ 
duced, and about the close of that year in the month of November—. 
I remember aright—the great Tribune of the people entered the port«|i . 

Comoration and from that day onwards fill Sir Aleyjfjliin^ 
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Mackenzie sealed the fate of the Corporation, he continued to fight side 
by side with the gladiators of the past the battles of the people. From 
1876 to 1888 the Act continued as it was framed, and in 1888 suburban 
areas were amalgamated, with the Corporation, but the main principle was 
retained all through that the Corporation should remain the supremo 
authority. In 1899, unfortunately for the citizens of Calcutta, as 1 have 
said, what was given with one hand was snatched away by the other by 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie who—I may be pardoned for claiming to have 
some personal knowledge of the ancient history of this city and I can 
assei t that Sir Alexander could hardly be aixused of any love for the 
hjintling t)f his former chief—was slioved by Sir Richard Temple from the 
Secretariat to the district of Murshidabad. But T do not wish to say 
a great deal too much on the past history of the Corporation. 

Now, coming to some of the main features of the Bill, what I find is 
this, that the number of members in the Corporation has been consider¬ 
ably increased, and I appreciate tbe conce-ssion that has been made and 
Ihc gift that is offered to the people of Calcutta. But I, as an old mem¬ 
ber of tbe Corporation, who has consecrated his whole life to the affairs 
of the city, may venture to submit that we ought not merely to look to 
the number of seats but also to the efficiency of the 
work of the Corporation. Tberefni’e, I believe, and it is 
my honest conviction born of experience that , unless this growing 
and ever-expanding city is divided into different districts, the admin¬ 
istration of the city will not be so efficient as every body desires. 
Before 1862, when the Act creating the Coriauation was framed, the 
city was divided into four districts. The city wa.s then a “jungly 
city and a vast mar.sh, but it was still divided into four districts, which 
were called upon to elect their own commissioner.s. Kach commissioner 
was to administer his own district. In 1862, in order to develop the 
system further, Mr. Seton-Kerr introduced a Bill for the incorporation 
of the district councils into a central body and he divid(‘d Calcutta into 
six districts, but it was found that the expeiises would be very heavy 
because municipal commissioners would have to be appointed in every 
district and the head of the district staff would have to be paid a hand¬ 
some salary; and this they could not afford. We find that the Hon’ble 
Mr. Schalch, who was the first Chairman of the Oorpoiation from 1862 
and continued as such for seven years, when Sir Richard Temple’s Bill 
came before the Council, suggested that a growing city like Calcutta 
would be much more efficiently managed if it were divided into separate 
districts. This view, however, Sir Stuart Hogg was not in a mood to 
accept. Then I come to Mr. Greer and Sir Andrew Fraser, who were 
the fathers of the district system. It was definitely promised and 
publicly declared by them that legislation would be taken in hand to 
give effect to this system. 

the DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Your time is up but I allow you 10 
minutes more to conclude. 
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Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: But, unfortunately, no legis¬ 
lation has yet been taken up since that date. What I find is that the 
district councils exist merely on the sufferance of the cUairmau and the 
Corporation. I am inclined to think if the people of Calcutta are to he 
attracted to the work of the municipality, if they are indeed to be per¬ 
suaded to devote theii time and energy to the improvement of their own 
areas, the district councils ought to he given a legal status. 

Then I come to the next question, viz,, Communal representation 
and this is a knotty point, indeed. 

However, let me point out one obvious facd and amidst the distrac¬ 
tions of wrangle and debate it is this, that coinmunol representation will 
be disastrous to the solidarity of the nation. Tf we are Itidiatia first, 
Hindus or Mu.ssalmans next, how can we conscientiously give counte¬ 
nance to communal representation, which kills the sense of citizenship and 
promotes partisanship in the sphere of public lifeP Uor the last 29 years 
I have been a representative of a certain ward in Calcutta on the (.or- 
poration; I have a considerahle numbei; of Muhammadans in luy ward, 
and I can venture to say with pleasure and satisfaction that tlu^ Muham¬ 
madans have the greatest confidence in their Hindu brother, and I do 
not think, whether if any special seat is assigned to Muhamniadans or 
not—although I welcome the assignment of seals—that there will bo 
any lack of interest on the part of the Hindu commisBioners in the wel¬ 
fare of their Muliammadan constituents. After all our interests are 
identical in all things. T may say that if a Muhammadan representa¬ 
tive comes to the Corpoi'ation representing say, one-fourth or oue-tliird 
of the inhabitants of a ward, and not as representing the entire ward, 
his position will not be as strong as if be bad been returned by the eiiUre 
electorate. Another point is this, that in all matters, the Muhamma¬ 
dan and Hindu members I'eturned by a general electorate ary expected 
to take a much broader view than those returned by a separate elector¬ 
ate who are likely to take a merely sectarian view. 

Before I sit down I cannot hut comment on one especial aspect of the 
question; and that is that while we are all opposed to communal repre¬ 
sentation that has been asked for by Muhammadan members, I hope they 
will kindly pause on this matter because this will he an apple of discord 
and our European fHends will enjoy such a quarrel betweeti Hindus and 
Muhammadans. 

I turn nowsto one important factor which concerns our European 
citizens. I find that special seats have been allowed for the European 
community, representing the Bengal Chamber of Commeice, and the 
Trades Association. Well, if you look into the Corporalioii resolution, 
you will notice that they recommended that these s;>eciai representations 
should be abolished, and that they should all come direct from the elec¬ 
torate, 80 that they may have an equal chance with their fellow-citizens. 
This is a matter, which, I hope, will attract the attention of the Hou’ble 

Minister. ’ 
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In 1876, this was proposed by tbe Hon’ble Mr. Scbalcb, and 
Sii* Stuart Sogg-, who was then in charge of the Bill, and was subsequent¬ 
ly Chairman of the Corporation, stoutly opposed , it. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Schalch pleaded for e.special seats for the Chamber of Commerce, 
tile Trades Association and also for the British Indian Association, and 
Sir Stuart llogg opposed it, and so also the representative of the British 
Indian Association. That proposal of the Hon’ble Mr. Schalch w^as not 
then entertained, but in 1888 in order to attract the co-operation of the 
Luropeau community, special provision was made. I think now that 
more than 30 years have passed away, and Europeans and Indians are 
sufficiently alive to civic duty, a separate electorate is not needed for a 
small coterie of men. Why should not the general electorate letuin 
I'mropeaA representatives on the Corporation? That should be insisted 
T'pun. 1 fully acknowledge the value of the services lendeied by the 
European community to this city. I remember what was said by a great 
representative of the Indian community, that he was proud to say that 
he had always worked shoulder shoulder and hand in hand with Euro¬ 
peans. Sir Stuart Hogg said that if he received any opposition it was 
more from Europeans tliun from Indians, and, therefore, it will be seen 
that the European community took the greatest interest in municipal 
matters. Unfortunately, the Chamber of Commerce did not take much 
interest but the Trades Association has ever been foremost in taking part 
in the affairs of the city, and I hope that the same civic spirit will prevail. 

I hope, therefore, that this point will be considered because it will place 
Hindus, Muhammadans and Europeans on the .same footing. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: It is scarcely neces¬ 
sary to congratulate the Hon’ble the Minister on the introduction of the 
Municipal Bill wliich show.s unmistakable signs of his energy, his vital¬ 
ity and his persevering personality. It is no doubt a fine achievement 
from the point of view of popular representation and efficiency of muni¬ 
cipal administration. But, perhaps, one feels that for the sake of 
economy of time and our fatal propensity for transforming a meeting 
place for the transaction of practical business into a debating club, the 
number 80 is too large and too unwieldy. I wonder if the Hon’ble the 
Minister could find his way to take a leaf out of the system of municipal 
administration in Ix>ndon and have small Councilets in groups of wards 
Reeled by tbe people and a larger City Council of which.a few members 
as an innovation may consist of representatives from these Borough 
Councils, the rest being returned by direct elections and uominations; 
I feel that by this system even the outlying parts will ^ well looked after. 
A larger number of people will take a more intimate interest in their 
several localities, and a chanee will be given to classes other than the 
monied middle class to impress their views and make their opinlcm felt. 

' Not only, therefore, will the circle of interest widen, but people more 
^sily accessible to tbe voters will be returned in the local committees. 
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Do you remember, Sir, the wholesale demolition of the households of the 
poor by the Improvement Trust without adequate provision having been 
made for'them; do you feel, Sir, that these vast streets, those stately 
palaces are built upon the wretchedness and the homelessness of the 
people F Do you realise. Sir, that the hovels they live in now are far more 
crowded, far more insanitary, far more wretched than those demolished? 

I will not dwell on the miseries oi‘ the poor people who were forced to find 
shelter, who were driven from hustee to huatee, as the Trust followed in 
their wake. This could not have occurred so suddenly, so tragically, if 
the poor could have represented their mi.series to the gods on high. 

There is one other aspect of the Bill that cannot escape comment. 
The Hon’ble the Minister has dwelt on it when introducing the Bill with 
becoming solemnity and has-commended it for our serious c-oiisiderution. 

I refer to the setting apart of 13 seats for Muhammadans and the election 
of these Muhammadans by a mixed electorate. I may state at the outset 
that I am in favour of communal representation, and coinmunal rejne- 
sentation even in civic matters, although all communities may l)e 
equally interested in drainage, in naid-repairs, in lighting, or in milk- 
mipply. For otherwise, 1 cannot understand the undue representation 
which was given to the European element in Calcutta in allowing them 
to return members from the Chamber of Commerce, the Trades Associa¬ 
tion and other European bodies which are select electorates and whose 
interest in drainage and milk-.supply is not increased by their larger 
wealth or stake in the country, with not only tlie privilege, hut also the 
power, to return a few nienihers from the general elecioraie, not like us, 
a few seats and a doubtful advantage of a general electorate with the 
aure.st prospect of a defeat. We do not grudge the Europeans these 
few seats, but we would similarly claim a communal electorate for 
ourselve.s. But there is scarcely any need to differentiate civic 
interests from political or religions interests and the Hon’ble the Min¬ 
ister has set us a good example when introducing the Municipal Bill 
that deals with civic interests in attacking the ^ery principle of commu¬ 
nal representation in all its aspects, including the political, and in read¬ 
ing us a homily on its unpatriotic and nation-disintegrating tendencies 
and it will scarcely now lie in his mouth to limit the sphere of his 
nation-building remarks to the narrow field of civic interest. But 
apart from the. attitude of the Hon’ble the Minister, whom, let us 
frankly state, we cannot look up to for the safeguarding of Muhamma¬ 
dans interests, for have we so soon forgotten the indignation with which 
the Muhammadan community received the news that the Hon’ble the 
Minister had thought it worth his while to reduce the number of Muham¬ 
madans on the Coropeyation of Calcutta frdm the paltry and insignificant 
figures of five to four? Apart then from the standpoint into which he 
might have been betrayed by his ardent oratory, we feel, as a matter of * 
principle, that civic interests must eternally be inftuenced by political 
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always be in the majority, at aiiy rate in Calcutta. And during elec¬ 
tion time itself we would have these Muhammadan candidates appeal¬ 
ing to pro-Hindu, pro-Muhammadan, anti-Hindu, anti-Muhammadan 
sentiments, raising the battle-cry of prejudice and bigotry, and once 
more rousing the hydra-headed serpent, about to be lulled to sleep. 

It would not ultimately matter who is returned, for both, if at all 
representative, if at all otherwise honest, would seek to co-operate 
with their Hindu brethren in the Corporation itself, but the tumult of 
bigotry raised by the election will leave behind it its permanent evil 
effects. And this statement of mine is independent of the two facts 
which I acknowledge that, owing to the superior resources of the 
Hindus, they may even be able to influence even a purely communal 
election, but surely influence it in a much les.s degree than if they 
had the votes of their own co-religionists at their disposal; and that 
they have not hesitated to help Muhammadans candidates at the last 
communal election for this Council and according to my surmise they 
will not hesitate even now. And in any event, if separate represent¬ 
ation is given so that the sentiment of a community may find expres¬ 
sion, then sandy you need such men as may be in .symjnithy with the 
interest that they re]u-esent and this can best be attained by leaving the 
choice to the interest itself. For why should we return those who do 
not l epresent Muhammadan views‘at all, Ihongli they find gi iute witli 
other communities? Alas! lo fake an example, have we. not found 
many Hindus, educated and of some influence, who are unable to appre¬ 
ciate the Muhammadan point of view, even in mailers in which the 
Muhammadans are so deeidy agitatcMl, matters whii;h they consider, 
rightly or wrongly, to be of greater moment to them ilian life itself, 
vir., that forbidden topic, the Khilafat? 

And wbat we seek for ourselves, we shall give to the Hindus, if we 
are just and fair. Why should they not, too, iti Eastern Bengal, have 
privileges, why should they, not too, there, adequately repiesent the 
views of the minority? And 1 am sure that there is no one here from 
Eastern Bengal that will deny them that right and privilege. I would, 
therefore, ask my Hindu brethren to support our view, and, if their support 
causes surprise in some quarters, that supplies to me the strongest argu¬ 
ment in favour of communal representation, for surely in those minds, 
the Hindu and the Muhammadan interests are oppo.sed to each other. 
We should ask our Hindu brethren to have patience with us, it in our 
attempt to secure recognition, we lay stress too often upon our separate 
interests. The Muhammadans earnestly desire communal representa¬ 
tion npt against conviction, not for party reasons which may be the 
motives that influence Mr. B. C. Ghose, for is he not the first to cast 
stones, but they feel it will be to their interest. Give it to them, 
allow them to thrive for a few more years, do not be afraid that their * 
efforts will .slacken, they have not done so, and seats are not cheaply 
AtrAT) CtTnrtT) ffst Muhammadans themselves, allow thom 4’. A A A V'aY ^T\ 
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a consciousness of their own, and they; with their adaptability and 
vigour, their traditions and outlook,jwhich naturally make them good 
administrators, will attain in due course equality in knowledge, wealth 
and social position, and the need for separate treatments will disappear 
for ever. Let us then. Sir, work side by side without clash or conflict, 
nay more, let us minimise the opportunities for conflict, till such time 
as the sapling of Hindu-Muslim unity grows into a strong tree, and not 
all the subterfuges in the name of Reforms and mutual reliance will be 
able to undermine it. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE ! At the outset I desire to congratulate the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge for the many excellent features in this Bill. 
The democratic element in the Coroporation has been greatly extended. 
The franchise has been conferred on a i)erson paying Rs. 12 u year as 
tax, instead of Rs. 24 as at present. This change will mitigate the 
glaring inequality now existing between the minimum payment for 
franchise in Calcutta and that a mufassal municipality. For instance, 
in Cossipore-Chitpiir, the payment of Rs. 3 entiles one to be a voter. 
Then, the number of elected members as well as their proportion to the 
total number have been increased. Further the two-fold functions of 
the chairman have been abolished and a remarkable advance is that 
both the President—I will not use the grandiose term Mayor—as well 
as the Executive Officer are to be elected. Useful provisions regard¬ 
ing food adulteration and milk-supply have found a place in the Bill; 
it is to he hoped that these will enable the inhabitants of the city to 
get j)ure food and good milk. 

Now let me turn to offer some criticism of this Bill. 

()Tie most .serious d(!fect is that women have not been given the fran- 
fbise. The provisions of the Bengal Electoral Rules regarding the 
qualifitnitions of a voit'r liave been copied verbatim with the exception 
of the salutary provision that the sex bar can be removed by a le.soiu- 
tion. AVhy, 1 ask, this omissiouy ] feel sure that the sympathies of 
the Hotrble the Minister in charge are with women in this matter and 
1 fail to understand by what reason or logic women ratepayer.s have 
been excluded from the exercise of this civic right. Women are 
interested in the problems of public health and sanitation, and it is but 
fair to allow thorn an opportunity of considering these matters. It is a 
remarkable fact that in the municipalities of Madras there is no sex 
disqualification and even orthodox women observing the purdah go to 
vote. In the United Provinces, the same thing holds. I submit that 
the case for the grant of franchise to women for the Corporation is 
stronger even than for the Council. In the latter case, it may be said 
that women owing to their seclusion 'are incapable of dealing with 
world politics—the politics of a vast place like Bengal. But in Cal¬ 
cutta, the problem is much simpler—an every-day problem which 
affects each inhabitant per^ually, viz., how can we have pure food, 
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better water-supply and a cleaner city. We must interest women in 
these questions and the best way to do so will be to allow them to vote. 

I hope this matter will receive the attention of the select committee. 

Then I turn to the difficult question of Muhammadan representation. 

It is unnecessary for me to remind the members of their duty to 
consider the matter calmly from the solo point of view of national 
welfare. The objections to a system of seixiraic representation have 
so fully been set forth in the Joint Report that I need only summarise 
them here. As Rai l)r. ITaridhan Dutt Bultaduv has said already di\i- 
sioii by creeds and classes means the creati«>ii of political camps, 
organised against each other and teaches men to think as partisans and 
not as citizens. They are encouraged to remain in a narrow groove and 
to think that they owe duly to their own community only. The minor¬ 
ity then is under no inducement to exert it.self, to educate and <juttlify 
itself to be on level with the majority. Thus the Hystem is a very serious 
hinderance to the development of nationhood. It is only when all 
sections of the Indian people act and move together that progress to¬ 
wards the realization of a common citizenship can be made. It is clear 
that otherwise our goal of self-government cannot bo attained. 

Further, the State cannot permit any divided alb'giance and so 
ought not to arrange its citizens in any way whicli would encourage 
them to regard themselves primilarly as members of any smaller unit. 

We have recently seen the danger of allowing religion to a.ssert a 
rival claim to the State, over a citizen’s allegiance. 

These objections to a system of separate electorate are well nigh 
insuperable. But it is said that this syst<'!m was allowed for Mubrnn- 
madans iu the Joint Report. But is that any reason why it should be 
extended any further? The authors of the Joint Report, in spite of 
these valid objectioUvS, felt (;ompelled to yield in view of the fact that 
separate electorate for the Council had already been concjeded in 1999. 
They, however, remarked that any general extension of the communal 
system would only encourage further demands and would, in tlieir 
delil>erate opinion, be fatal to that development of representation upon 
a national basis on which alone a system of responsible governiueiit 
can be based. They desired that the number of special electorates 
should be as restricted as possible, and that minority interests should 
be repre.seuted, not by class electorates but by nomination; and where 
nomination proves unsuitable, they recommend reservation of a certain 
number of seats in plural constituencies with a general electoral roll. 
This expression of opinion has been given effect to in this Bill. 

I ask, is there any reason why a system of separate electorate should 
be extended to Calcutta? One might conceivably support this system* 
for Council election, on the ground that laws affecting a class may be 
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Have they not to deal with questions of sanitation, drainage, water- 
suijply, etc. ? Wherein does Muhammadan interest differ from Hindu 
interest in these matters ? 

It is refreshing to find Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray pleading 
eloquently the <;ause of a minority and asks us to give what is asked. 
Well, the other day, when the question of franchise for Anglo-Indian 
women was before us, where was the Kumar with this argument? I 
found him actively going about canvassing to oppose the claim of the 
Anglo-Indian minority, and now he trots forth this argument. 

As regards the suggestion of projK>rtionate representation, it can 
be applied where there are at lea.st three seats in a constituency and so 
I think the i)rincij)le cannot be ai)plied here. 

There is another seriou-s objection to the adoption of this system. 
In that case, it will have to be extended to other municipalities and 
district boards and local boards, where its working will mean endless 
complications and where no body lias asked for it. 

I will conclude by a fli)eoial appeal to my Muhammadati brothers 
carefully to consider tbe matter. We, Hindus and Muhammadans, are 
the children of our motherland. We are united by ties of brotherhood. 
Let us do every thing to make these ties stronger. Let us remember 
that united we stand and divided we fall; that our enemies will rejoice 
if we fall out. Let us not play into their hands. I echo the appeal of 
Sir Sureiidra Nath: let there be charity. For good and for evil we 
have been thrown together. May w’e, under the guidance of Providence 
march hand in hand toward.s our common goal. 

Dr, HA8SAN 8UHRAWARDY: The introduction of the Bill to amend 
the Calcutta Municipal Act by the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea 
has been received by a large section of the public as on epoch-making 
steps in tbe expansion of our civic rights. We look forward that all 
classes and communities will get a just and a large share in the forthcom¬ 
ing enlarged Council of our City Fathers. We welcome it and the Bill 
has my whole-hearted support. 

As a Muslim, the points which naturally interest me most are those 
dealing with the representation of my community,. The Ilon’ble Minis¬ 
ter in his speech has said— 

ft must be admitted that the Muhammadan community is not represented on 
the Corporation as it should be. This is a state of things, which should be remedied 
on the principle of equal justice to all parties, which is the recognised policy of 
the Oovornment. 

These w'ords, Sir, are the fitting expression of the mind of a large-hearted 
^atesman gifted with foresight, like our veteran leader, “ the Grand Old 
Man of Bdngal.” Much of the apprehension, much of the misgivings 
which were uppermost in the minds of many of the representatives of the 
Muslim community'on this Council, have been removed by this utterance. 

XT n.V. l-i _ l-£ _TT_ i.U__ -S J_3 
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apprehension in the minds of the Mussulmans was the manner in which 
the question of Muslim representation was dealt with at the conference 
convened by the Hon'ble Minister early in March this year. At this 
conference one of our Hindu compatriots proposed that the number of 
seats reserved for the Muhammadans should be limited to six, while 
others considered nine ought to be sufficient; and after a good deal of dis¬ 
cussion 11 was finally settled as the number which ought to satisfy Muslim 
needs and Muslim aims and aspirations. This was the finding o£ 
that representative gathering, largely dominated by Hindus! Our 
deinaiuls, and the unanimous request of the three Muslim representatives, 
w’ere turned down by the votes of the majority. Sir, “ out of evil coineth 
good.” The result of this conference has brought home to tht^ Muslim 
members, the great importance of having a large number of Muslim 
representatives, to safeguard Muslim intere.sts on jmbli(5 bodies \vh(*re 
votes decide their fate one way or the other. The Hon’ble Sir Sureudia 
Nath Banerjea has increased the number from 11 to 13 in spite of, and 
against the decision by a majority of the conference. Tlie Muslim 
ttommunity i.s grateful to the Hon’ble Minister for his sympathetic 
attitude, but they feel that this unlucky number should not only be 
altered, but a large and more suitable number should bo allotted to them, 
w'hich will he adequate from tlie point of view of the iraiK)rtanco and 
numerical strength of the Muslim community. 


Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will an even number satisfy 
you ? 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY; Yes, perhaps 20. They look for¬ 
ward that the members of this House representing as they do Europeans 
and Indiana, officials and non-officials of the whole province of Bengal 
w'ill give the question of Muslim representation on the Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion the just and fair consideration that it doser\es. and take a broader 
and wider view than that taken by the memher.s of that conference of 
March, 1921. 

I understand that the 13 seats have been allotted on the basis of the 
voting strength, the rating strength and the numerical strength of 
the Muhammadans in proportion to the entire population. Now, let 
us examine this proportion. We find that out of the total of 80 there 
are 8 seats reserved for members to be nominated by Covernment, and 
72 to be returned by election from amongst the ditferent interests, 
Indian and European; and*if out of this only 13 scat.s are reserved for 
Muslims representatives, the proportion is less than one-fifth of the total 
number of elected seats. Is this in proportion to the rating, voting 
and the numerical strength of the Muslims? Obviously it is not; and . 
certainly noH, in proportion to their imiKirtancel We find- that the 
European community are getting 12 seats reserved for them, and the 
Muslims are trettinsr 13. Does the same triple formula apply equally 
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voting strength nearly the same as those of the Muslims or hear the 
same relation as 12 does to 13 ? We know it is hot. 

Therefore, Sir, the best standard, the best principle to be guided 
by, is the influence and the political importance of a community and 
not their numerical strength alone. It is the consideration on this 
basis that gives the Europeans a good and a fair representation; though, 
numerically, they are in a minority, their influence and political impor¬ 
tance is great. And the same principle should apply to the Muhamma¬ 
dans. 

Now to return to the que.stion of 13 seats. On a closer examination 
one finds that this triple formula referred to a few moments before has 
Ixien appied only with reference to the 55 seats open for general election, 
and not the total number of elected seats, which is 72. The application 
of the same juinciple that allots 13 seats to Muslims out of 66 seats, 
gives them 18 out of 72. Obviously, therefore, the present number must 
be altered and increased. 

A further reason to enlarge Mu.slim representation is the fact that their 
voting, rating and numerical strength, sufficient as they have been shown 
to get 18 seals out of 72, will be considerably augmented under ihe ^ 
provisions of ihe law under consideration : Firstly, by inclusion of the 
practically Muslim areas of Tollygunge Municipality and if the sugges¬ 
tions and recommendations of my friend, Mr. 1). 0. Ghose, are accepted, 
Garden Reach and Maiiiktala will also be included which also have ^ 
large predominating population of Muslims. Secondly, by the reduc¬ 
tion of the money qualification of the voters: the franchise which is now 
Rs. 24 a year as rate.s and taxes is reduced to Rs. 12 in the proposed 
Act. This will operate almost) entirely, only in favour of the com¬ 
paratively poorer Muslim rate-ixryer.s, who are at present excluded 
from the franchise. 

Further, we find, that ihe number of plural votes have been reduced 
from 11 to 1 in every ward in which the voter has property qualifying for 
the vote. This also will work in favour of the Muhammadans. 

Lastly, we find that the birth-rate, between 1911 the last census and 
1921 the present census, has increased among Muslims. This will give 
them a greater numerical strength than the 1911 figures on which our 
present calculations have been made. Sir, I hope the House will agree 
that the voting strength under the provisions of the Act in contempla¬ 
tion will be increased in favour of the Muhammadans. It is also clear 
that the numerical strength and rating strength will also cCnsiderably 
augmented and as regards their political importance I trust the fact is 
agreed upon and recognised by all beyond argument. Therefore, from 
every point of view, the number of Muslim seats on the Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion as at present allotted is inadequate and should be increased. 

Now, Sir, a few words on the question of communal representation. 
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(litferent public bodies after a great deal of fighting and trouble ou the 
part of their leaders. The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, has taken a great interest in that and i.s, 
I will not be wrong in saying, our authority on the subje4‘t. He ha.s 
been in the thick of the fight in the Provincial and Tm|>ei’ial lipgiislative 
Councils on the subject. It satisfied their aspirations and their demands, 
and it will he very difficult for them to part with this hard-earned prize. 
We find that in the election of the Euroj)eau clement on the (hu-poration 
class representation is allowed whi(di is very nearly a (M)inmunal repre- 
stmtution. Therefore, wliat has Ix'en done to safeguard the interc'sts of 
one community—the Euro|>eans—may also be claimed by the other com¬ 
munity the Muhamihadans. 

But in politics precedent lias a .sliding scale before the l>igger issues 
involved, for instance, the (|uestion of “ nation-building.” I am willing 
to revi.se and fojego my clainis for coniimnial lepraseiitation. 'I'o iny 
mind, so far as the (Calcutta Cori>oration is concerned, it is more im|)or- 
taul to have a larger and an adequate number of represontaiives. H 
tlops not matter so niucb whetlier IbcHc ie]>reseiita,tiv(*s are elected by 
a purely Muslim or by a mixed nonsl.ituenc.y nf Hindus ainl Miibamni:i- 
dans. I’roposals which may interfere with the growth of Indian 
Nationhood cannot have my whole-hearted support. la-t there be nmt ual 
trust and reeiprocal friemlslnp between TTindns am1 Maslims. 'J'hen* 
should be no acrimonious discus,sions and party politics in small matters 
Mke thi.s. T look to our more advanced, more educated and more 
opulent Hindu brethren to give us the lead and oncounig«^ good-will 
aiuT friendship. I;et tlio select committee, wliicdi will sit on thuj Bill, 
deal with tlie question of Muslim reiwesciitation more liberally and 
more ju.stly than what was dom^ at that conference in March this year. 
I (am a.ssure yon, Sir, the Muslim will not be found waifting. 1 
sinmgl.v advocate that the Hindus and Muhammadans should liv(‘ and 
thrive side by .side as friends, as neighbours, as brothers and as hapi)y 
fellow-citizen.s of the same Empire. But lot tliero bo a spirit of give- 
and-take and of toleration and friendship from both c-omnuinities. Then 
there will be no difficulty in Muslims pai'tici])ating with the Hindus in 
voting for Hindu seats, and Hindus for Muhammadan <‘andidat<*s, A 
member elected by a mixed constituency and <’.ominanding tbe res])ect and 
confidence of lK)lh, oc^eupies a much better position than one wlm is looked 
upon with distrust by one or tbe other. 

■ In matters where questions are decided by votes, I have already sub¬ 
mitted that it is of the highest importance that the Muliammadans .should 
have aslai’ge a number of their men on a representative body as possible; 
we want to enter the House, it does not mutter through wbicdi of tbe 
many doors which lead to it we enter the House. 

Communal interest must be safeguarded, communal repvesentotion 
must be large* and adeejuate; this is the most important matter, the 
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ip found that the select committee does not consider the question of 
adequate Muhammadan representation in a manner expected, I shall 
have to oppose the Bill as it would be desired by my constituents. 

If a fair and scpiare share of seat.s are j^iven to Muhammadans I am 
cerlain. 1 shull ^ct an increasingly larj^er number of members to take my 
view of the question, and be satisfied with an adetpiate representation, and 
sofeffuarding of communal interest by larger representation and not fight 
for a purely communal franchise for election. 

At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 iniimies. 

After the adjournment. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I have only had 
a glance at the Calcutta Municipal Bill as produced by our veteran 
Minister of the iiation-building department, and although I was more 
than pleased to breathe an air of democracy right through, but I must 
say T was disappointed in one respect, viz., that he had entirely for¬ 
gotten the interest of the working elasses which constitute a very large 
]>ortion of the voters of Calcutta. I am not so obstinate as to demand 
a Municiixil Councillor, for rei>resPiitalion of the working classes yet T 
must observe that be has overlooked the housing of this important 
class which contributes not only a largo share of the rates but also 
oonstitute.s the industrial backbone of the great city. I have noticed 
that he has devot.-d a special chapter to tlie improvement qf the bvstee..^ 
without taking into consideration that the stringency imposed on the 
Calcutta landlords will eventually affect the rents payable by the work¬ 
man tenant of the cily. Sir Surendru Nath has visited all the big 
eities of Knghind. TTas he not noticed that the Corporations of Liver- 
])Ool, Manchester, and other industrial cities provide municipal dwelling 
houses and model settlements for the working classes there? Tn 
short, what I want to see is that ample iwwer is given to the Corpora¬ 
tion to ae<|uire lands and hiisfre.s and build munieipal tenements for the 
labouring classes. AVhat T want to see is ample compulsory provisions 
made for the housing of this imixirtant class without which the pros- 
j>erity of the city could never have l>een a reality. It is all very fine 
to say that ample powers exist to compel landlords to improve hv.ttees. 
but does Sir Surendva Nath realise that landlords are not philanthro¬ 
pists and if they do any irai>rovement they will have to exact heavier 
and more crushing rents from the working class tenants? My argu- 
uKMit therefore boils down tn this that the Corporation shall and 
may acquire lands for housing the working cla.s.ses. The Improvement 
Tiaist made an honest attempt to tackle this problem and actually built 
tenements which proved a failure for various reasons. The Coriwra- 
tion, in my opinion, must provide municipal dwelling houses for the 
w^orkers of the city and charge rents not based on the actual capital 
outlay hut on the ability of the tenants to pay such rent's. Coming to 
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arjfuments are not at all oonvincing. It is perfectly true that this Bill 
provides more representatives of the Muslims in our loeal Council, but 
that does not enough to safeguard the special needs of a com¬ 

munity whose claims for special electorates have been recognised by the 
Parliament, by the Pi'oss, and the public opinion of the countiy. Sir, 
as long as India asinres for true nationalism there must be conciliation 
of the interests of the i>eople of all creeds and religions. I have talked 
the matter over with a number of Muslim friends who demand in one 
voice that there must be special electorates so that the tyj»e of represen¬ 
tatives they want is returned and that I call this true deinocraoy, the 
self-det<‘rmination of the citizens of Calcutta. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: The Calcutta Municipal Bill provides for 
Id seats reserved and anw number up to the remaining 42 seats 
through the genernl or mixed electorate for Muhammadans if they 
eouhl capture* (hem. From 3 to 13 is itself a long juin]), but there 
the ITon’lde the Minister has not stopped for. according to him, “the 
Muhammadan community should he represented in a manner commen¬ 
surate with its influence and its importance ’’ and henoe the proviso 
tlmt Muhammadans could come in through the general electorate also. 
\Vc offer him our heartfelt thanks for the inovislons made for us. It 
is but ju.st and fair that the minorities should have such an influence 
in every cor])ovate body as to effectively check any i>ropensity towards 
vagary anfl oppression that the majority may possess. Tlu^ principle 
that the voice of the minority, should be made effective so as to exclude 
the ]>os.sibility of the majority riding rough-shod over their individual 
and collective I’ights and liberties is, as it should be, the guiding pi’in- 
ci{»le of the State also, and this Bill provides for it, though not in the 
way that will best bring it about, at the present time. The nopresenta- 
tives of the different bodies for whom provisions have been made by the 
TTon’ble the Minister will he able to exercise a restraining influence 
on the majority and the zeal of any member or Tticmher.s to for«!e the 
views of the majority on the minority will generally remain below zero 
degree. The Howrah Municipality had an exhibition of this zeal and 
HO had the Calcutta Corimralion and so had this Council also. T believe 
in compromise and goodwill, biit what T and my co-religionists will 
■willingly coiu^edc to goodwill, we ahall never to the tyranny of the 
majority, no matter what the conse()uences might he. 

So far as the election of Muhammadans to the extra seats through 
the general electorate is concerned, while T for one jmt my entire 
faith in the goodwill and good intentions of the Hon’ble ihe Minister, 
yet I must he frank and say that the pious hope of the Hon’hle the 
Minister that Muhammadans will be returned through the general elec¬ 
torate will always he remembered with gratitude for its piety alone but 
never for its practicability. The whole history of ejection in Calcutta 
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,,o cha«ce in the general electorate ami ho I shall humbly ask the 
llon’hle the Minister not to ilisown the arrangements in the Congress to 
which he himself was a i«rty so far as the question of representa ion 
of the minority is concerned, If the Government thinks, which it 
might to, of giving Miihammailalis more than 13 seats, let it not give 

l>y the one hand iind take away hy the other. 

I Imnihly hoi>e that I ahall not be misunderstood when I discuss 
representation through a seimrate electorate. The Muhammadans as a 
community have all along been clamouring for separate electorates not 
,ndv in respect of the l^egislalive Council but in resiiect of all local 
RGlf.-overning bodies. This is practically .si>eaking the consensus of 
Muliammadaii oiunion ou tlie .subiect. Out of regard for t ns ^ 
Muhammadan sentiment, Goveri.meul has been pleased to adopt the 
piinciple of .separate electorate in respect of the Trai,>eiial and Irovin- 
cial Councils. It is now time that Gbvernment should extend the 
system to all local bodies also. Ke.-ently, in reply to the address of a 
Mul.anmmdan deputation in the Punjab, the Viceroy was plea.sed to 
declare that it was not the intention of Government to depart from tins 
noliev It is therefore not understood why a Minister of this (lovmi.- 
ment should proixise a policy which runs counter bi the declared policy 
of the Government of India ami the Seerefary of Slate and \\huli is 
diametrically opposite to the views of the Muhammadan eonimuniiy. 
In political matters, in a country like India, it should he the polu y o 
Governnumt, not to foist the opinion of one community uixm anotiier 
e.nnmunitv if the latter is against it. Government should pay proper 
attention to the views and wishes of all eonimunities and frame their 
measures accordingly. His liardly nece8.sary for mo to point out 
that, if the ixdicy dictati-.l by Sir Surendra Nath is accepted by Gov- 
eminent, it will give ri.se to widespread discontent among the Muham¬ 
madans and they will raise their voice to condemn It. Will ii ho wi.so 
on the part of Government to bring about such a state ot things 1 
he.r to ask mv Hindu friends in the Council to consider if 
seizing the best interests of the country when they force the Muham- 
madans to accept mixed electorates in the Calcutta Conxiration and the 
otlier local self-governing bodies. Sir Edward Baker might have held 
a view suitable to his time, hut should Sir Surendra Natli and lus tjov- 
ernmeiit liold this view so unsuited to the time and ixdes apart from' 
the view of the entire Muliammadan community? It may he said that 
;i few Muhammadan memhers hold a different vie\y. But, Sir. one 

swallow does not make a summer, and .should the view of a few indivi¬ 
duals. who do not eare to know the minds of their less favoured brethren 
in Calcutta and the mufa.ssal. pass for the view of the Mussalmans of 

Bengal? i i * * ■ 

'Idle main argument on the strength of which mixed electorate is 

advixmted is that it.will create unity between the Hindus and-the Muham- 
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facts belie it. This system was in vogue for many decades and what was 
the result. The Muharoiuadaiis were nowdiere. The reason are not far 
to seek. Those of the pleaders, local zamindars and inoiiey-lenders would 
exercise much power and influence in the land being Hindus, they could 
manipulate the canvassing in such a way as to easily suceed in persuading 
or intimidating the Muhammadan voters to vote for Hindus wdili tlie 
consequence that all the local bodies would become swamped by Hindu 
members. Can you believe for a moment that the Muhammadans could 
be enamoured of'a system under which they were deprived of their legiti¬ 
mate number of seats in the local bodies and their interests jeopardised-' 
(Certainly not; su<‘h a system iialnraliy embittered the feelings of the 
Muhammadans against the Hindus and unity under the eircmnstances 
was out of the (juestion. But now, tlie Mnliammadans luive agreed to 
bury the past and they have forgotten the disabilities under which they 
had to work so long, and now they have agreed to run side by side witii 
niir advanced countrymen so as to reach the goal <.1’Mrnro; within the 
shortest possible time. The MubamirnTdans members, chosen through 
separate electorate, are working smoothly and harmoniously with their 
countrymen in the laud and striving for the same happy end. Could any 
of my Hindu friends in the Council say that the Muhammadans Council¬ 
lors as a whole in the Ueformed Council have been found wanting in love 
and loyally towards their motherland? The Hon’hlo Sir Siirendru N'alh 
thinks that only mixed eleetorate could make lor iiat ioiihood. lUil 
seiiarate eh'ctorate has made for nation-hood ami 1 sliail rcspec-tfolly 
beg him to consider if it has not. We have siu-ceeded here and why 
should he think that we shall fail in the local self-governing bodies ami 
why should the HoiiTiie Minister shudder at the thought of extending 
separate electorate in local self-governing Imdies here ami in the mufassal V 
Let all free men freely give their voles and not lie made to sell it Im 
money, intimidation or fear. It is there that separate electorate is nm^t 

essential and must be (amceded. 

I ask my Hindu friends here in the (’ouncil to take i-ognisanc^ of 
a fact. In Hast Bengal the Hindus are in a small minority. Would 
they not like to see the interest of such minorities properly safeguarded 
to avoid every chance of a conflict between the diffm-ent comiiui- 
nities'r’ In Serajganj all Muhammadans were eleided to the munii-ipal- 
ity and not a single Hindu. At Jamalpur, out of 10, all. At Tangail, 
8 out of 10. Do they accept such a condition prevailing in East 
Bengal? In district and local boards in East Bengal tin* Hindus are 
pushed to the wall. But should they he allowed to be ]mshe.I to the 
wall? No. They should have the jMJWur by their number to effec tivtdy 
slop any vagary anrl ward off the tyranny of the majority. We should 
be prepared to give in such cases sufficient strength to the Hindu 
members to be a resi>ectable body in the administratioh tjuite capable 
of protectingdhomselves. If you give such Hindus a.mixed electorate, 
will certainlv resent as you oi)en the chance of putting up to 
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power such of them who have much less in common with their brethren 
and who would like to please the party in i^wer to the detriment of 
even his own community’s interest. Thfe Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nani 
may not have such fear, but those of my Hindu brethren who live in 
East Ben^ral and some in West Bengal also should have such fear; and 
the Hindus of West Bengal are in duty bound to be just to them. 

I invite your attention to another fact also, and through you the 
attention of ray lum’hle colleagues. The Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
has agreed to separate communal representation, 'rius may sound a 
imradox on the face of (dd rulings and not the new ones he has quoted 
and the vehement protest ho has entered into. But vide his sjjeech 
when intnoducing the Bill and mark his words— 

1 now come to the question of European representation. Here we follow the 
system wliiib has been in vomu* sime the A(!t ot 1870. The Clliamber ()!' (Vuniiiene, 
the ’Prados As.soriation and the Port ttmnnissioners, whicili are mainly European 
(‘onstitnemicH, will contimie as before to return members to the Corporation. It 
will further bo <tpen to the general electorate in any ward especially m ll'« Euro¬ 
pean wards, to elect European members for the Corporation. It may perhaps, bo 
urtiod Uiut this amounts to a special treatment of the Europ'*^^*' <'omniuinty. but 
the Mnhumniailaii (community are treated in the same way, and .seats are rcservcl 
for them to secure an adecpiate representation. 

Wo arc glad at the good luck of our European brethren and wo sliould 
not be sorry if they arc given more. But 1 humbly submit 
to Sir Suremira Natii that ho has refused to give the Mulminmadans 
what ho has given to the Euroi>enn community. They are to be returned 
by their own oommunity througii mainly European constituencies, but 
in tlie case of Muhammadans they slimild come through a mixed elec¬ 
torate. i.et not the Government play hide-and-seek wilii their i-eason- 
ings. Tf self-government means Government by tlu' iicople themselves, 
let the ]>oople decide what sort of (Jovernment they want. The Muham¬ 
madans have decided and let tlie Govonimont be frank enough to 
accept .seiiarate (iommiinal representation. But I take leave to assure 
niy friends that it will not be long, when we have attained a fmding 
of equality, when we have emerged from our present inferior position 
when all ehancos of being dominated over are gone. 

1’he world will say with our worthy and TTon’hle friend and leader 
the Hon’hle Sir Surendra NathWhat a inarvelloii.s progress the 
Muhammadans have made in Bengal and elsewhere. They have 
advanced by leaps and hounds, in culture, in eulightenment and in all 
that makes' for progress,” and. we, Muhammadans, will say in our 
turn to our brethren in the land. “ We have been and are a united 
Indian nation and let the one seeming soi>aration which was so galling 
to a vigilant and .solicitors love cease for ever.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I thank the Government and 
esi)eciaUy the Hon’hle Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, the orator of 
Bengal, or rather one of the best orators of the British Empire, and the 
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suggestions of the Calcutta Corporation in the nuitier of the constitu¬ 
tion of the propo.sed Corporation. Under the provisions of the Bill, the 
number of menil>er8 of the Corporation has been increased from 50 to 
80; the number of elected commissioners has been increased from 25 
to 65, while the number nominated commissioners has been reduced 
from 15 to 8. There is a further concession to the j>eoi)le of Calcutta, 
namely, that the Corporation will he the supreme authority as regards 
the civic affairs of Calcutta, and the Ciiainnaii will be ai)iK)inted by the 
Corporation itself, 'ilns is one of tlie suggestions made not only by 
the Corimraiion but also by all the imblic bodies of the city, namely, 
the British Indian Association, the Indian Association, the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce and several other public bodies.. There¬ 
fore, we are grateful to GovernnHuit for having accepted the above 
suggestion of the Corporation-as well a.s ntlier public bodies of Calcutta. 

I am also grateful to Government for having allotted a certain number 
of seats to the Bengal (Chamber of (’omniei-ce, the Trades Association 
and the Calcutta Poll Trust to r(*present commerce and trade in Uie 
Coriwration. T admit that this is one of the siweial interests which 
should be watched esix>cially on the gionnd that it is trade and com¬ 
merce which have made Calcutta as it is. Hut- T am really sorry to find 
tliat tlie interests of Indian commerce have been overlooked and the 
claims of Indian merchants and traders of Cahailta have been ignored. 
The Bengal National ("hamber of (V)mmorce has been rec.ognised by 
Government, as will be evident from the fact that midcr the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act two seats have been allolhnl to 'this body in this 
Council and one seat in the Indian Legislative Assembly. Not only 
under the Calcutta Port Act has a .seat been allotted to tlii.s (Chamber 
but also under the Calcutta Improvement Act one si'ut has bi'en 
allotted to them. I therefore fail to nnderstand why no seat Should be 
allotted to the Bengal National Cliamher of Commence at uH in Il>c 
Corporation. It may not be out of place to mention here that Bie 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and the Marwari Asso.dation 
have been recognised bv Government, as will appear from tlie Govern¬ 
ment resolution published in the year 1918. They are public bo.lies 
representing important interests in Calcutta and might reasonably ho 
expected to send representatives to the Corporation. In the Bill <)f 191 i 
we find that two seats were allotted to the Marwan A.ss.)maiion ami 
one seat to the Bengal National Chamber of ComimMce. T am really 
80 ITV to find that these have not been embodied in the present Bill. As 
regards the Marwaris, T may be permitted to say that the inland trade 
rtf flalcutta and even a certain proportion of the s(*a.borne trade or 
rather eomraeroe is practically in their hands. They have also very 
great landed interests in the city for which the Government of Bengal 
could not but proiHise in 1913 that the Marwari Association should 
have.two seats in the Calcutta Corporation. And these are the reasons 
which led the Corimration to suggest that four seats he allotted to the 
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MaiTvans in the Coi'i>oiatioii. It is legrettable that their claims should 
have been ignoied in the Bill under consideration. 

There is another body whose claims also apiJear to have been 
ignored—I mean the Calcutta TJniversily, or [rather tlie graduates of 
(Calcutta. It appears from the said resolution «)f the Govei-nnieiit of 
Bengal juihlislied in (Uld that it was pro])Osed that the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity slumld .si'iid one lepresentative to the Corix)ration, and that was 
the reason why in tln^ Bill of 1917 one seat was allotted to the Calcutta 
Univei'sitv, and the SjKJcial Committee of the (’ori>oratiori also sug¬ 
gested that this .seat might be. allotted not to the Calcutta University 
but to tb(‘ giarlnaies of ('alcutta. ITowever, it is de.sirable, as in tlie 
case of Jhis Council, that the Calcutta University or the graduates of 
(alcutla sliould have a .special seat in the Corporation. 

Next I collie to Die most delicate (|ue.sli(m of eominuiial representa- 
lion.. It seems that our e.steemed friend, tlie ITon’hle Minister in charge 
of Local Self-doveriiment, is too liheral to our Muhammadan brethren. 
T deliberately say that (xovernmcnt is too liberal to this community, 
iiccause it ajipcars from the Government resolution published in I9K1 
und the sialistiics relatiug to the pniportiou of the various commn- 
nities that, allhougli the Muhanimadaiis form 20 jhu- cent, of the total 
population, the numher of Muhammadan voters is very small and the 
projiortion of Muhaninuidan voters to the total voting sirengtli is not 
more than 9 per cent. The two^ .suggestions for Muhammadan 
representation arc either that there .should !m* commimal reiuesentation 
or that they .should secure repr4‘.sentation through the general constitu- 
eiH V. (Lider the former suggestion Die Muhammadan community 
would .send six or seven repres(*ntatives, but if it wa.s considered inade- 
(piate it wa.s projio.sed that they should be allowed to secure such 
acblitioiKvl representation as it could at the end of the general election. 
'I’lierefore, under Die Bill of 1917, it was proposed tliat nine .seats .should 
he alloDed to the Muhammadan eomnuiniiy and they should not be 
alloweil to have any repri'sentative on the Corporation through the 
o-oueral eonstitueney. The Spemal (-ommittee of the CoriX)ration, tak- 
Tng into eun.sideralion the .si>e(ial claims of the community, suggested 
that 11 seats shouhl he allotted to them. In the Bill under dis¬ 
cussion, however, we find that Id seats have been allotted to them, and 
not only that, they would also he allowed to have representation on the 
Corporation through the general constituency as a whole. Therefore, 
it ai>i>ears that oon.sidering the voting strength of the Muhammadans 
of.t'alcutta, the Hon’hle Minister, as I have already said, apl)ear8 to he 
too liberal to them. In my opinion the best candidates, irresix‘ctive of 
race or need, whether Hindus, Muhammadans or Christians, Indians 
or Enroi^eans, should he elected. It may be said that in this very 
Council, about 40 per cent, of the memher.s are Muhammadans, but this, 
1 say, is in aeoorAlanee with the Agreement made by the Indian National 
Conores-s with the Indian Moslem licague. It may be said that 
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there were certain other reasons, as lor instance, the social and religious 
customs which were taken into consideration for the apjKirtion- 
nient of .seats in this Council. It is not the marriage or other social 
laws but improvement of roads and drainage, opening out of new 
road.s and so forth which are dealt witli by the Cmporaiion. The.se are 
qucvstious in whicli all the citizen.s of Calcutta are eciually interested, 
be they Euroj>eans or Indians, Hindus, iluliammadans or Christians. 
1 need not state the special reasons as to wliy tliere should not be 
special representation on the imrt of the Muhammadans. I would only 
draw attention to the reiwrt of the axithors of t!ic Heforms Scliemc! where 
the following passage occurs :— 

Division by creeds and classes means the creation ot politit^al camps, oi jianised 
against each other, and teaches men to think as partisans and not as citi/eiKS, 

The re|>()rt further goes on to say— 

VVe rogaivl any system of coinmuiiiil <dectoratos, thcrol'oro, as a very |tnrioiis 
himh-anm to the development of the sclf-Koverning principle. 'I'ho evils of any 
extension of the system are plain. 


Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDYs Is the memW in 
order in reading a Hi>eec.h wliich ha.s already been tlirice (luottnli^ 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 think he is in order. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: We must vote for the In'st can¬ 
didate whoever he may be. 

1 thiJik (joverjimeni have acted very wisely in not having inehide<l 
the ('os.sip»)ie-Chitpur Municipality or other, snbaiban iiiunicijmliLie.s 
within (be jurisdiction of tlie, Cakntta .Municipality for the .special 
reasons stated in the speei;h of the learned mover of the Bill. It is 
not advi.sable to pus.s smrh a mcmsiire against the very will of the people 
interested. There is anollicr reason why it is not desiralde to include 
this municij)alil,v within tin* jurisdiction of the (bhmlta Mnrncipality. 
T would draw attention to ])aragruph l.‘i2 (d‘ the report of tlie Cul<tutla 
Building Commission of 189S. Tlie report says— 

it appears that the funds available to the ('orporation are barely sufficient tor 
the ordinary working expenses, and for .such imprc.voments as twcoino necessary 
from year to year. 


It further states— 

We are satisfied that .statutory powers (cannot he drawn up«m to meet 
the necessary ex}>enditure. 

That is the report .submitted in IS9S. Since th(>n as tln^ reven\ies of 
the Cor|>oration have been increased by increasing the valuation of laiids 
and buildings, there has been a corresponding increase in expenditure. 
Under the circumstances it will hardly be possible for th(> Corjmraiion 
to incur any expenditure for improvement of outlying inunicipalties. 

As regards the system of plural voting, I fail to imderstund why it • 
lias been pn^osed to be abolished. This system hqs been in force 
It entitles a ratepayer to vote in acc<»rdance with the 




CALCUTTA MUmClUAT, BILL. 


[29tu l^ov. 


44t) 

amount of rates and taxes he pays, and the maximum number of votes 
he is entitled to is 11. This system has worked very succe-ssfully, and 
I fail to Tindeistand why it is p:oing to be abolished. This is the sys¬ 
tem which i.s in force in Beljfiuni, Au.stralia and other civilised 
countries, and when it has worked smoothly and satisfactorily in 
Culcutia, there i.s no reason why it should be abolished. In this con¬ 
nection I may draw atl(mtion to the di.scu.ssion in the Bengal 
Legislative Cimncil when the Bill of 1888 was on the legislative anvil 
of (rovernment. It uppear.s from the discussion that plural voting 
strictly reccfg’nise.s the right of those w'ho contribute tlie most to the 
inaitiletuince of the f-orporation to have a potent voice in electing the 
governing body. It also appears that the person who is better quali¬ 
fied than the great majority of voters should have a moie influential 
voice. He who pays Us. 1,000 as rotes or taxes to the municipal fund 
should not be f>la<ied on tiie same Oioting as a person paying Us. 12 
only. I am afraid the proposed .system will lead to corruption, and 
those g(uitlenien who have been exercising pinrnl votes ever since will 
not go to the polling station at all. 

1 am also grateful to the Hon’ble the Minister f()r his having accepted 
the suggestion of the (Calcutta Corporation in regard to the supply of 
pure milk. We all know where we are in this resiiecl in (^ilculta. It 
is due to the (h'arlh of pure milk tliat the rate of infantile mortality is 
very heavy. 

Nolwilh.stunditig the defects in the propose<I Bill, it is mudi bettei' 
than the one In fori'e, and 1 e-ongralulate the Hon’ble Minister in chai‘g(' 
of L((‘iil SeIf-(fov(‘rnment for the Bill which ho luis submitted to the 
House. 

Mr. SYED NA8IM ALI: It is a i)ity that in the first year ot tlie 
Uel'oitns the Muhammadans have been compelled t(j feel wluit .<,rortij 
in fnilia will Ix'. It has been said that the Bill has been introduced 
by the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of the nation-builtling ilepartment. 
We all know that u nation c.annol bo built in a day; it must be built 
up gradually. We all know that the question of ommmial representa¬ 
tion for the Muhammadans by a .separate electorate has been agitating 
Ibe minds of the Muhamnuiduns from the very beginning when they 
reallv- entered into the jiolitical life of this <-ounliy. That the Muham¬ 
madans do want ('ommixnal representation by separate electorate is con- 
clu.sivel.v and demon.stratively established by the unanimous resolution 
passed by the Bengal I'rovinoial Moslem I^eague in all its sessions. 
Thai, is the best proof that I can adduce to ;>upfM>rt mv contention that 
the Muhammadans in a body want this. It was in agreement with the 
League that the communal representation of the Muhammadan.s by 
separate electorates was given to them for the purposes of election to 
this Council. But it is this Provincial League again—I refer to it 
b«‘eauso it repvesentg the Muhammadans of Bengal—with its power, 
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its infltience and its prestige, that decided almost every year by unani¬ 
mous. resolution that the Muhaniiiiadans must have .separate repre¬ 
sentation by separate electorates in all local b»)dics. 1 think 1 cannot 
quote a better authority than the decision of the J.eague for all these 
years. This is the feeling of the Muhammadans. 

Now let me come to the question of principle, it ha.s been said 
that if the princiido of communal representation is accepted it will serve 
as a hindrance to nation-building. We all know tliai one of the first 
principles of legislation is that we have got to dt'al with facts as they 
are, not as they ought to be. We all know that we must have complete 
self-government; we may have that Utopian idea; we may all aim at 
I’lato’s republic!, but we have got to deal with things as they exist 
in the country. It might be said (hat then! is a giadual tendency 
Inwanls mutual forbeaiaiue, between Ilimlus and Muliammadans^ and 
that, therefore, the Muhammadans need not be afraid of this; but we 
all know what this unity means. Tliis unity has been engendered by 
certain causes whicii we all know arc temporary, ((.'ries of “tjuesiion, 
question.”) One of the first things which sirmtk me was that there 
was an agitation very recently in the Calcutta Corporation for passing 
a resedution for the jirevention of the slaughter of cow.s in Calcutta, 
and that synchronised with the agitation for Hindu-MoHlein unity set 
up soinewliere hy some people. e all kne^w wliat that agitation 
meant, what that psyiliology was. We all know that wc were clover 
enough to umlerstaiul it. 1 have I’Oad the llill and J find that the 
principle of representation of special interests—1 particularly use the 
words “ specdal interests ”—has been recsignivsed by the Ifon’ble Minis¬ 
ter in ciuvrgc of the Hill. He has reserved a ceriain mimber of seats 
for the llengal Chamber of ('omimu'ce, spe<dally and riglitly,*bnt as a 
inattcw (if tactics it has been reserved, and tlie memliei-s are to be 
elected by the (Chamber itself. We all know that if tliis is not given 
to them, it will displease them, hut so far as the Muhanimaduns are con¬ 
cerned, an attempt has been miuW to give us separate representation 
by the right hand, and an attempt has been made to lake it away by 
the left hand. Thirteen seats have been allotted to the Muhammadans; 
whv do you want Muhammadans at all? To me it seems that commu¬ 
nal representation by a mixed electorate is a fane, and would attract 
very few' Muhammadans. This principle recognises tliat the Mnhain- 
madans need special protection; Muhammadan interests need special 
protection, otherwise there would have been no necessity for reserving 
a certain number of seats for Muhammadans. If once that principle 
•is conceded, if it is conceded that the Hindus would not be able to 
represent the interests of the Muhammadans in the (brporation, then 
we must have Muhammadans, not in name but in feeling, those Muhani- 
madan.s w'ho are really representative Muhamraadaiiit. Tf you once 
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(five them separate electorates, because if you want to return them 
innn a ioixcd electorate, what does this mean? We ail know who the 
majority of voters in Calcutta are; we all know what will bo the fate 
of the Moslem eletdors if a real Muhammadan representative is not re¬ 
turned. As Mr. Suhruwardy ha.s said, those Muhammadans will be.re¬ 
turned who think with them; it a Muhammadan has a seat in the (hnpo- 
ration he will have to think of the feelings and sentiments of the Hindus 
without .-..nsidering the interests of the Muhammadans. (A voice 
“ What are those Muhammadan interests?”) My friend has inter¬ 
rupted by asking what are those Muhammadan interests. 1 say the 
last molictn in the Corporation by my friend, Balm Annilya Hhone Addy, 
about slaughter of cows speaks for itself. I give an answer in the words 
of Halm Aimilya Dlione Addy ; then it is said, what are the special inter¬ 
ests? 'I'liey are education and .sanitation. It is a matter of common 
expeyioiiee that where the poor Muhammadans live, there they do not 
get all the advantages that otiier communities get. (Cries of ‘‘(Ques¬ 
tion, (lueslion.”) That the interests of Muhammadans are negliuiled 
in many matters, in )|nestions of primary education ami other things. 
(‘‘(Question, ipiestion.”) It is a question of fact. My friend has 
questioned it, but everybody knows it and it is a ijuestion of fact. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: We support tliat. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: We all know that when Muhammadans in 
a bodv tleniamled eonimunal representations, Ihc'.v did .so on piineiple, 
and what was the prim-iple? 1'his is a veiy critical stage for Mnham- 
madans. Itai Uadha (Miaran I'ul Bahadur hinted here is an occasion 
inr a fun for the Kuropeans; it reminds me of the story of the frog: 

What is j»lay to you. is death to us.” It may be fun to some of my 
friends wHio have praetieally challenged the position which we looked 
forward to as a settled fa<-t, ri:., connnunal representation. 

Well, this is the time when power is being transferred from the 
so-called bureaucracy to the people. We all want this, Imt at the same 
time we expect that though in a minority, our interests would be safe¬ 
guarded and adequately safeguarded. We decided to make the 
Reforms a success bej-au.se we expected real .ttvamj; we were under the 
impression that the Reforms would be a success, if we, Muhainnmdan.s, 
get onr legitimate share in the administration of the country. All we 
<*-et now is Id seals for the Muhammadans on the Ctuporation bv mixed 
electorate. 

Mv friend. Dr. Hassan Suhrawards’, says that this is adequate repre¬ 
sentation; is that adeiiuate representation, is that effective represen¬ 
tation. especially if these 13 Muhammadans come from mixed elector¬ 
ates? We ma.v have 13 Muhammadans, but they must be real Muham¬ 
madans and not Muhammadans in name. 

'I'herc' is one other fact. It has been said and much has been made 





1921.] 


CALCUTTA MUNKTUAL lULL. 


commissioners, subsequently it was reduced to am now it has been 
increased to Id. Mv friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Ad(i.v, has said Uiat. 
too much concession has been made. My friend forf;cts that tluun^.was 
a time wiien there was a third party to whom the Muluumnadans could 
look for safeguarding their interests; 1 therefore appeal on behalf ot 
the Muhammadans to my Kuropean friends in the (hmmil to consider 
the present position of the Muhammadans. If you find that power is 
being gradually transferred to the people, you ought to protect the 
minority; it is the bounden duty of every legislature to see that the 
interests of the minority are protected. In Bengal, we are more than 
50 per cent, of tlie poimiation, in ('alcutta we are only or -vM* per cent., 
but it is not (.'alcutta that constitutes what is calh'd the Muluunmadan 
iuleresis of the province, and that it is a deatli signal to us would also 
appear from the speech of the llon'ble Minister, wl.o said, that if we 
get communal representation for Muliaiumadans to-day m (lalcmlta, 
next day we would want communal representations in the district 
boards, local boards and municipalities. Why not? 1 say this is a 
strong argument in our favour. If you ome refuse it in the case of 
(■Calcutta, YOU will also refuse it iu the case of the h»-al lioards, district 
boarits and iminicipulities. I say this is a t|ue.sti..n of prim iple, and 
therefore. T think this is a complete answer to the (piestion of Mr. Sarkar, 
viz., why Muhammadans should jn’otest apinst the infrodmdion 
of the Bill. Do tin' Muhammadans want to live under the old condi¬ 
tions? My friend says that Hindus and Muhammadans are so united 
that they can go hand in hand. AVe, the Muhammadans, would resign 
our .seats in tlie Council if we really <-nnnot protect our interests. This 
is the position of the Muhammadans. I appeal to the members of the 
(’oaiicil to take these facts into consideration. It i.s for my Hindu 
friends also to consider this ijuestion. They arc out to make the 
Reforms a succ.e.ss; lei them not create a sjdit ia the first year of iis 
existence. What huim is tlicre in not aivepting Hie ahslruse, principle, 
of self-nivernment ? What harm can there b‘e if you give c.ommunal 
repre.senlation now? Mr. Hokhule said in Bombay thal the Muham¬ 
madans may not have a special interest in the municipality, but there is 
one thing which must be considered, viz., that it is tliis opportunity 
to act in a municipality that gives a sort of civic education, and that 
gives the Muhammadans a certain field for his political training; there¬ 
fore, real Muhammadans, Muhammadans who really represent Muham- 
madan feeling, must have an opportunity to he trained in this manner. 
A'ou must consider lhi,s matter seriously. If the time comes when 
Hindus and Muhammadans will jnarch hand in hand, if that Utopian 
time comes, nobody will protest against this; but as 1 have ju.st said, 
we mu.st see things us they are, and not as they ought to be. 

T must express my beartfelt gratitude to Kumar Sliib Kbekhureswar 
Ray when he says that we must not follow a matter of abstruse prin- 
rinle It is a matter of principle w'hich can be applied to theoretical 



4,^0 


CALCUTTA MUNlCIPATi BILL. 


f 29TH N(TV. 


])Iatonic or Utopian ideal state. We must not have it at onoe. It is 
a question of time; if times change, if circumstances change, if the 
time comes when Hiniids and Muhammadans will be as they are repre¬ 
sented to be now, then this question will not arise at all. But so long 
as things arc as (liey are, so long ns Muhammadans are as they are, so 
long ns TIindu.s are as they are, this mu.st be given to them. India 
is not l'’nglan<l, India is not America, India has got its peculiar 
elements, its peculiar features, therefore, the abstract princijile of solf- 
govcrnniont which is ajiplicable to other countries are not applicable 

hevc^. 

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: I am not going to discuss 
the details of iliis Bill, but what I gather from the speech of the Hon’blc 
Minister when introducing the Bill, the Bill before the House is well 
drawji up and desirable (duinges have been made in the constitution of 
the Corporation of Calcutta in the draft Bill. In this connection T would 
like t() mention one fact, that sti ikes my mind and that is the necessity 
of seats for the Marwari community and the Calcutta graduates on the 
Corporation. Then, as regards communal representation, T would like 
to make a few observations. 1 believe that there is a cry for communal 
representation for the Muhammadans. The Hon’ble Minister has 
provided Id seats for the Muhammadans and ! believe the Minister has 
given a very liberal consideration to the ])oint. Tf the ])riTu;iple of 
communal representation by <lifteient electoiutes be admitted in the 
Calcutta Municipiil Jlill, it is sure that the .same principle will be followed 
later on in mufas.sal municipalities. If wc look to the electoral 
rolls of some of the mufas.sal municipalities we see there are wards 
where a very little number of Muliammadan ratepayers live, and it 
will be an injustice to the Hindu and other communities if ‘Muhammadans 
are elected l)y special electorates. Tn answer to the remark of my friend, 
Maiilvi Lkramul Iluq, that inahajans and landlords will influence the 
voti'i’s, I may say that when the system of voting by ballot is introduced 
there >viU be no sucli trouble. W^e have also heard the argument that 
tli.e Lducation Dejmrlment Muhammadans do not get their .share. T 
would like to mention here that as regai'ds ]>riniaTy education, scholar¬ 
ships are allowed t.o 5 par cent, of the Hindus and 10 per cent, of the 
Muhammadans. I would also like to point out that the principle which 
the (Toveriimcnt follow in nominating members is very fair, and according 
to this calculation the number of Muhammadan members will be a little 
more than 12, but the Hon’ble ^linister has allotted 1^. At this time of 
unit v between Hindus and Muhammadans, I think if separate electorates 
are allowed for Muhammadans, it will create more party factions, and 
therefore, T think, there is no necessity for separate electorates. 

With these words, I beg to submit tlmt the Bill may be circulated as 
proposed by the Hon’ble Minister. 
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Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: While cnnKratulntinp the Hon’hle 
Minister for the statesmanlike way in which he was introdurcl this Bill, 

I must confess that 1 i-annot affi'ee with his riews rej^ardin^r Muhammadan 
representation on the Corporation. No doubt, the enlenie cordmie ot 
different communities of a State is essential for the niatena piopress o 
that State, but I fail to see that that entente cordude depends upon the 
the amalffamation of various conflicting interests. To safej-uard these 
very conflictinj? interests and to sive everyone his proiier share are the 
ways in which the prosperity of a State can be maintained. The iiucstion 
arises why Muhammadans want separate representation. The Hon ble 

Minister in his speech when he introduced this Bdl has admitted that 

Muhammadans require separate representation inasmuch as lie .sunl¬ 
it must 1)0 admitted that the Muhamma.lan community is not ropiesented on 
the Corporation as it should be, and in a manner commensurate with its mfluence 
and its importance. This is a stale of things which should be reniochod on the 
princplo of equal justice to all parties which is the recoRiused pohey ot il.e Gt,vc.n- 

meiit. 

That beiiiK so. it is admitted tiuil sei)aiate rei.ie.serdaliou i.s reiiuired tn 

eafeKUard Mulminmadan interests. This not only tlie, ease ... the 
Con.oration; it is the .a.se in other looal self-K..ver.....R bod.es. .Inst 

on the eve of the lUdorn.s who., theie was a di.s..i.ss.o.. on th.s qne.st.oi., 
an ......ni...o.,» demand ..-as ...a.le. for separate . epresetat..... fo,' 

M..ham...ada..s. Now a e.-itie..! time has .■o,..e for Muha.,......da..s, whe., 

there will he strong' opposition aKai...st this se|,...a(e .■c.p.ese..l..t..,.. on the 
Cale..tta Corporation. The Hon’ble .Mi..ister in lus spe.-d. .s afranl 
]e.st if thi,s separate representatio.. i.s given to the M..l.a..i...ada..s so fa.' 
a.s Calcutta is conce.med, there will he i.. ihe ..ear f..h.re the .s,„.,e 
demand so far a.s the district boa.ds a..d .....fassal .......ic.pal.t.es a.^e 

concerned. If the ,„'ihciple of sepa.atc ,epres..„talio.. .s rscogn.sed 
once there hs no .eason why it .should ...d he extended to the d.sl.m t 
boards and n.ufa.s.sal mn..i.dpaHlies. The ,|..est,o.. (her, a,-,.sT.s wh.dher 
that representatio.. .should be co.,...,u.n.l ..i.v.'d, wlndher the M„ha.„- 

madan.s who have been given a .erlain numbe,- ol seals should come 
through oomurnnal represeutalion or mi.xed ele.y,rates Tf you rocogu.se 

the principle that they ought to he represented sei.arately, why then no, 
allow them to come through those persons who,,, they rvonl.l represent 
in the Corporation? I agree with ...y learned colleagu.-. Mr. Nas,„, Al., 
that what he seeks to give will, the r.ght hand he takes away w.th U..s 
left T do not like to deal with the various aspects ot (he question which 
have been dealt with by Mr. Nasi... Ali. The only argu.neut that has 
been hurled against the principle of Muhammadan .sepmate rep.'escnlatv.n 
is that nation-building will have to he stopped or ha.upe. ed, but 1 tell y„., 
that unless you look to the interests of the various com.nnn.t.es and 
safeguard the interests of the vai-ious classes, you cannot build a nation^ 
With these few words, I greatly opi>ose the principle of mixed 
eleetbrate system and whole-heartedly support separate Muhammadan 
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Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: I hare listened with care and 
I>atieuce to the able .speech of the Hon’ble Mover of the Calcutta 
Miini<;ipal Bill. I must congratulate the ITon’ble Minister for his able 
and arduous work. But T am sorry that I cannot be at one with him 
with respeid to at least one item. Coming as T do from the miifassal, 1 
contes.s 1 know very little about the inner working of the ininiicipality 
at (Jalcutta. But from the little exiierience which I have in miifasaal 
lor various works, I am sorry that I cannot be at one with the learned 
mover with respect to at least one item, viz., coiniiiuual representation. 

The reasons advanced by the learned mover lu siiiiport oi his views 
are nothing new. Moreove'r, it is alluiing to the Muhaminadivus in the 
sense that they <*.a.u even get more seats than their allotted immlMU'. Ho 
who loves any other's child more than hi.s mother is considered to be the 
very enemy of the hoy and is looked upon with suspicion. But the moral 
ai>pVchcnsion lias vet passed our minds. The learned mover has saul 
that fanatii-s cannot come to the municipality if they are to come by mixed 
votf^s. Now. what is considered fanaticism by one community may be 
the very religious ardour in the other; one who is considered the best 
man may not be considered so by the other. So his coming to the 
municipality may be opposed. Our community is mucli weaker in 
education and wealth than the other community and is liable to more 
easy belief. So if may be ea.sy for a cunning man to get tbeir help 
without being a leader of the other (ommiinity. Tims, it will be detri¬ 
mental In the Hindus as well. As regards the Muhammadans getting 
more seats than is allotted to them 1 have only one word to say, r/r., 
that when we shall see that we shall be able to get more seats it is we 
who would clamour more to do away with the communal representation. 
The Muh/imniadaus in the beginning were opposed to joining the 
Congre.ss, but they have now joined the Congress in a body. So, when 
the Muhammadans will see that it is tor their advantage they will refu.se 
eommmial representation. I cannot refuse the special representation 
at this stage. Besides, wo appn'hend that this analogy may be carried 
in other public- bodies as well. One of the bon’ble members has justly 
said that the Hindus in East Bengal are in need of special representation 
on the district boards, as they fail to come, to the district boards by 
mixed electofatos. This is perfectly true. So 1 shall not only oppose 
the Hon’ble Minister in ebarge of tin* Bill in bis refusing special repre¬ 
sentation to Muhammadans but also ask him to extend this principle 
to di.strh’i boards as well. Besides, the LI .seats allotted to Mubara- 
martiins. out of the total of SO. does not speak much for the loud talk of 

the principle of confidence and reliance, as preached by the Hon’ble 

Mover, because the number is neither commensurate lo^ their import¬ 
ance nor in proportion to their strength .so far sis their voting, rating or 
numerical strength is concerned. 

With these words, T beg to oppo.se the Bill. 


1921.] 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


453 


Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: We have listened 
to the speeches of se'vera] speakers just now. 1 thought that there would 
be no sort of disagreement in the matter in which we are vitally con¬ 
cerned. We are here to offer our criticisms on the principles of the 
Bill in a dispassionate manner. There are various principles in the Bill 
which I beg to submit to the Council for their con.sideration. The first 
is with reference to the question which has been put Ix'fore the (’ouncil, 
viz., as to the special electorate for the Muhammadans. I was really 
pained to hear the 8j)eeches of my Muhammadan friends here forgetting 
the principle matter, namely, that the Council is lo consider whether 
the suggestion contained in the Bill as io the Muhanimudatis exercising 
Iheir right of franchise, in the general electorate and not in a special 
one. This suggestion of the author of tlm Pill is (piite consistent with 
the situation as he has mulefstood it. Tt is to be noted that hitherto 
we are told that there is a tiniled feeling between MuliamnuadanJi and 
Hindus. We have seen a Hindu in the mos(jue preiuhing about national 
ideas and nationalism. We liave seen Muhammadans also preaching 
near a Hindu temple tln^ spirit and doctrine of nationalism. Therefore, 
when that was the situation of politic‘,al and socnal affairs, I submit the 
Hon’ble Minister who drafted the Bill was not wrong in linnkiiig 
that there should be a general electorate and froin tlje g<‘ncral electorate 
Muhammadans and Hindus should exercise their right of framdiise. I 
bog to repeat that was the view whicdi has been taken by the author of the 
Ifiil and I say that it is not wrong in prim^iple. You cannot expect 
special elet'toraies for every kind of association. Will there be a special 
electorate for every class? That cannot be. 'I’hat is against the 
principle of Local Self-Government. Then, again, the question of a 
general municipal election is a very sinqde one. One who lakes interest 
in sanitary matters—one wlu) looks to the civic itiierest of the town or 
the citY» (‘ducated in such matters, one who has got no 

clashing of interests—ought to come as a member of the Corporation. 

I do not find there is any speciality in any class of people whether 
that class is composed of Hindus or Muhammadans. Why should there 
be a discussion in this connection. 1 fail to understand? Now, if a 
special electorate is denied to the Muhammadans, they will not hi' suffer¬ 
ers at all; 13 seats have been allotted to them in the Bill aud they have 
every right to retain them. My friends ought to know that if there 
be a separate camp, political camp, education—civic edm;ation, is at an 
end. Let there be a competition between educated Hindus and educated 
Muhammadans and 1 believe such a competition is tlie only method by 
which the Muhammadans and the Hindus may be benefited. What 
is the election ground? It is the nurst^ry of public life both for Muham¬ 
madans and Hindus. One who can secure the sympathy of the electors, 
may come successfully in the election, be he a Hindu or a Muhammadan. 
If he is liked by the electors, he is sure to get bis seat in the Corporation. 
Every Muhammadan or a Hindu ought to try his besf to be popular in 
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his constituency and if he does, he is sure to succeed. I do not under¬ 
stand why there is a difliculty on that score. It is not a matter of zid. 
It is a matter for consideration and niy Muhuiuinadau friends ought to 
reiueiuber that they will be gieatly benefited if the system which is 
suggested in the Will bo acceptable to them. Then, again, we find that 
there ought to be sympathy between Muhammadans and Hindus. 
Sympathy is the g(»ldeu cable which binds the Muhammadans and 
Hindus together. U'here should be a compact between them. There 
should be a harmonious feeling between the two commuiuties—Hindus 
and Muhamiiuulaus. Why should there be a disruptnni ? Why should 
they <iuarrel among thenuselves in this matterThe only question for 
consideration is wliethor the proposal made in tl»e Bill is one which may 
be act'eptuble to t!ie (Jouucil as a whole. It is a proposal subject to the 
modification by the select committee and afterwards by the Council. 
When J was coining from my own town to-day some body imiuired from 
me whether there will be an intellectual fight between Hindus and 
Muhaniinadans regarding the suggestion of communal interest in the 
Council. Well, I never thought that at this critical iimo there would he 
a spirited discussion on the subject. 1 thought that everything would 
go on harmoniously as on previous occasions. But now I see that my 
friend, the inquirer in the railway train, was justified in ashing me the 
ipiestiou wlii(;!i has cropi»ed up just now. I am in luvoiir of a general 
electorate and not for a special electorate favouring a class of jieople. 
If we do that, political eilucalion is at an end ami so civic education. 

1 say, there ought to he a conqietition between all classes of people in 
the field of politics. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y our time is up but 1 allow you three 
minutes ijiore. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I need not dilate 
on the subject. I have to submit to you anothm- laiticism regaitling the 
plurality of votes. I have great doubts as to the suciiess of such a 
kind of proposition. In the mufassal that practice is observed, but 
according to the view which I take, thi.s practice should not be continued 
in these days. Ibojicrty qualifications are to he iiujuirod into and 1 ask 
the select committee to consider over the subject. 1 find in the Will 
that that suggestion comes into bold relief. There is one other suggestion 
which I wish to submit, namely, that there ought to be district councils 
under a Central Authority. The Corporation represents the Central 
Authtority and district councils or district committees ought to be 
appointed in several places of the town for solid work. My 
reason is that Calcutta is a very large city. Mere delivery of speeches in 
the Corporation Hall w'ill not be quite sufficient to meet the purpose for 
which this Will has been drafted. It is for the select committee to 
consider whether, such district committees may be appointed. In the 
Municinal Act there is a section bv which the ward committees 
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are appointed. The ward committees are in touch with the central 
committee, viz., the committee of the commissioners. Probably this 
suggestion may be accepted by the select committee uT»d iii this view 
probably the Bill may be redrafted, but tliis is a mere suggestion; I 
leave it to the select committee to consider. There are various other 
matters'which I wo\ild have referr<'d but as there is no time at my dis- 
jMisal I think it is better not to trouble tlie (/ounoii any more. 

Mauivi FAZLUL KARIM: 1 rise to say a few words on Uie general 
principle of the Bill so far as it concerns Muhammadan reiueseJitation. 
'rhe Bill us it stand.s is an improvement indeed upot\ the preseni A(d, on 
the consideration that if- reserves some seats for Mnlininnuuluns whi<di 
they could not as]>ire to get from a general ele<-tornte without stieh 
reservation, as is evident from-fhe past liistj-oy that in spite of an eager 
ajixietv for Hindu-Mosleiri unity, not a single Muhammadan was elected . 
during the past few years when the ci'v for II In<hi-Moslem unity was 
rending the sky. It is to be regretted Ibui in tliese days of national 
rising, men like Mauivi A. K. Pazl-ul ITaij Sabib, f(tr whom the Hindus 
liave no less regard as a leader of Bengal, has to come to the (•orpen utiou 
by the baek door of nomination. What do we learn from \t? H clearly 
demonstrates that th(‘ Hindus have not as yet shown in prac.tice that 
they have the same interest and stake in the conntry as the Muhammudun 
which argument the former are so fond of urging when any <]m*stion of 
deviation from present policies by (xovernment arises. Tf is a eominon 
instance throughout Bengal; Hindu voters very rarely vot<? for 
Muhammadans in all the local self-governing insfiiutions of tins province. 
The policy of give-and-take is nice and very easy to say, but is there 
any instance in which the Hindus have condescended to observe that 
jjolicy? Tbe .so-called iTnj)rovement is an impr(»vement only in quantity 
and not in cpiality. The Hon’ble Minisler warns us ag:iinst introduction 
of any extremist element in the rorporalion which j»ives rise t.i serious 
apprehensions in our mind about any chance of safegiiarditig our interest 
in the Corporation. We are extremists, indeed, whmi our religuui and 
communal interest are concerned, and we want to remain such so long 
as we are Muhammadans. But the Hon’ble Minisler, in his excess of 
love for the country, wants to shut the door against us by leaving us at 
the mercy of the Hindu voters whf> arc unci will be overwhelming in 
number. The- result will be that the Hindus will elect the members of the 
general constituencies and the Muhammadans as a body shall have no 
voice in sending their representatives to safeguard their interest. We, 
Muhammadans, are here in the Council from special electorates anti 
during this one year c)f the introduction of the Kefnrm Council, did our 
Hindu brethren find any instance of our fanaticism on any que.stion of 
common interest ? Then, where is the ferfr of our Hon’hle Minister for any 
fanatic element in the Corporation from special Muhammadan electorate? 
His fear is only illusory and from timidity in the desire for seeing his 
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the city of hi« birth fulfiHe.l withiti the shortest possible tune What a 
cruel and mischievous policy it is to comi>el one to follow a policy of life 
different from his own to please tlie stronjfer community to enable him 
to bo returned in any publh; body. The Hon’ble Mitiister has devised 
a very nice scheme to strain off those who do not think with him and 
force those to come to his .side for a seat in the Corporation. Alas, the 
pruning knife cannot be applied to the non-co-operators! Is it only 
for the Kutisi'action of the members returned that this polic.y ot mixed 
electorate is to be welcome or for the satisfaction of the community 
whom they will pretend to represent? They will he their own represent¬ 
atives only and they slmll Imve no confidence of the Muhammadan commu¬ 
nity as.a whole. Tiiis policy will create a split in our own camp which 
no serious lover of the country should encourage. From our backward¬ 
ness in education we are no match for the stronger community and it is 
wise, and just to let us compete amongst ourselves lest we should he 
annihilated in the general strife. 

Then, Sir, about the number of seats for Muhammadans, T submit, 
that is too small to safeguard our inteiests in the Corporation, hrom 
past experience it is evident that no Muhammadan will get preferential 
vote from Hindu voters and any chance of getting an additional number 
of seats over and above the reserved seats is out of (he question. The 
Hindu community is much advanced and it is fair to allow us an opinir- 
tunity to train ourselves in local self-government by allotting more seats 
for us in the Corporation. Further on any communal question which is 
sure to arise in the Con'ovation. Id out of 5.-) members is too inadequate 
to safeguard the Muhammadan interests. T do not grudge that 12 seats 
have been given to the Fnropean commviiity, but is it fair to allot only 
Id scats for the Muhammadans, the sons of the soil? If the Hindu com¬ 
munity really want to co-operate with us and lend us their helping hand, 
I hope they will allow us 30 per cent, of the whole or 40 per cent, of the 
general constituency to be returned by separate edection. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to 3 r.M. on Wednesday, the 30th 


V- 


November, 1921. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act* 

The Council met at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 30tli November. 1921, 
in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’hie the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 
93 nominated and elected members. 


The New Council Chamber. 

MEMBER in Charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT -(the 
HCMi’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): With your permission, before the resump¬ 
tion of the debate to-day, I should like to make a short statement on a 
matter of public interest. 

It w’ill be within the recollection of the Council that a site comniitiee, 
over which I had the honour of presiding, was appointed some months 
ago to make rocommemlations in respect of the site of the new Coumul 
Chamber. A report was subinilted and Government i>asse(l orders ibeve- 
on, after which steps were taken to call for designs for the l)uilding 
it'^elf On the 1st Deceniher, 1920, a notification was issued inviting 
competitive designs both in Great Jiritain and in Tndia for the proposed 
new Council Chamber in Calcutta. Prizes of £500, £250 and £100 were 
offered f(n- the designs placed first, second and thinl respectively by the 
assessor, and necessary information was given to <'omi>eUtors to enable 
them to draw up theiri)lans. These designs liave now been received and 
have been examined by Mr. (h.mch, who, under the same notification, 
was appointed to be the assessor. Mr. Crouch, as the Council doubtless 
knows is the (Jonsulting Architect to Government.. Mr. Crouch has 
now reported, and I hold here his letter of yesterday saying—“ T consider 
the design bearing the distinguishing mark 25 to be the best solution 
of the conditions of the competitions, and 1 place the author .ir author.s 
of that design first. I place the author or authors of the design murke^d 
2 second and I place the author or author.s of design No. 40 ihinl.” W e 
now have to open the sealed envelopes which T have here bearing these 
three numbers, and I propose to do so in the adjoining room if me Or two 
members will kindly attend as witnesses. We will then know the names 
of the author or authors of the successful designs. All the designs have 
been placed on view on the basement floor of this Town Hall, and 
Mr Crouch hopes to throw the exhibition of them open to the inspection 
of the public next Monday. Meanwhile, ii any member of this Council 
wishes to go downstairs and have a look at them he is perfectly welcome 
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The debate on the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, was resumed. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I join with my friends in congratulating our 
Minister for having brought in the Muni(dpal Bill based on such demo¬ 
cratic and wide liims. To make the Corporation once again the sole and 
paramount authority in all matters of administration is a step m the right 
direction The principle underlying the lowering of the franchise is 
certainlY very commendable, but in the practical working of it, I have 
meat misgivings. Until and unless you educate the masses, by giving 
them at least primary education, you cannot expect them to appreciate 
t,hc boon you are placing at their disposal. Turning to the qu^estion oi 
.Muhammadan representation. Personally, Sir, 1 am not in favour of 
communal representation, and especially if it is conceded to one commu¬ 
nity to the exclusion of others, as this is likely to create .icahmsies which 
cannot tend to the public good. . 

T differ from my friends who advocate the extension of the municipal 
limits of Calcutta at the present time. The finances of the Corporation 
hardly enable it to <H>pe with the various calls on its purse and 1 think 
it would be unfair to the people of these particnlur areas if we 
them against tiieir will, without being able to assure them of any beneht 
that will aiM-rue thereby. I^et us improve our own areas to an appreciable 
extent before we ask'for more. T draw your attention to the present 
state of some of the roads and drains in wards Nos. 19 and 20 (Lntally 
and Baniapukur wards). They arc such that a mufassal municipality 
would not be proud of, and the only hope of the residents there is, 
that at some future date, God knows when, the Improvement Tru.st are 
expected to carry out their schemes of improvement. In the meantime 
they have to accept the situation as they find it. With a knowledge of 
these fatds, should we include the areas referred to? 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is with feelings 
of thankfulness that 1 welcome this Bill. The history of the Mackenzie 
Act has already been related to you by the Hoii’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea Mr. Kali Nath Mitter, the leader, the strong man of the 
Corporation, proposed a vote of censure on Sir Alexander Mackenzie- 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
order.' The Ilon’ble Member’s speech has already appeared in to-day’s 
Bengalee. Is he in order in repeating it here? 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I am ndt delivering 
that speech. An advance copy of my speech was sent to the 
Bengalee. Notwithstanding the fact that I asked the reporter to publish 
it after it was delivered in the Council, he has, by mistake, published it 
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I welcome the Bill. The Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath ^ 

already told you the circumstances under which (he Miu.ki ii-! 

I;;: existence. Babu Kali Nath MHter, the leader, the s.rou. man o 
the Corporation, proposed and my humhle self seconded the cole 
censure on Sir Alexander Mnckeneie and it was earned unanimously 
both bv Europeans and Indians. Englishmen were noble S' 
at that time and Sir Alexander Mackenzie sent me a oert.heate 
soon ■ifler for my good work in the .Municipality. Sir Alexandet Mai en- 
aie shortly after brought out his famous Bill and 28 of ns '■'"'by'"’; 
of those returned, but sonic of ms stuck to our guns. Many ot thim h.^^ 
since died. It must thorel'ore be a .source of great gintlhcatu.n to tlu, 
Hon'ble Sir Sureiidra Nath Bauerjea at his triumph. It has j 

vilege to be able to bring out a piece of legislation far ii. advance of the o d 

\ct^ I must sav in justice to our opponents tliat ( alcntta h.is „ .. 

^Liid since ihat lime. But (ho people of Ind a also have gj^ y 

advanced in political ideas. Therefore, an Act grail lUg ; 

cal freedom was urgently called for and I congratulate the Hon ble Sir 

Sureiidra Nath Bauerjea on his bringing out this measure. It is of so ad- 
t:Zd : trader tlJat, even I, who am not legarded 
by Government and certain ^ 

inv omnions, am oT its simthN. 

control over the, affairs of (he municipality may prove ‘ , 

succeed.,, it will prove tbe fftness ot the poop e ' ^ ^ ^ " .‘i® 

Self-tiovernment. Tat us try tho experiment. ( TIe.ir, he am ) 

There are certain defects in the Bill which can only he men imied hut 
cannot be gone into here. The Indian mercantile communilv and 
TTniversitv have been excluded from representation. How lu-y have 
been excluded by the Ilon’hle Sir Sureiidra Nath 1 anerjea wlio was all 
hi, iirp ofessor of a (hilciitta fhdlege, is inexplicable. I u.inld a Iso 
gHe two or three seats to .lews, Armenians, Anglo-Indians nnd the 
-erd rnmmunitv with whom 1 and (his Council hnve always l.ecn 

I would no't ignore the Indian Christians also. 

I am conscious of the fact that Calcutta wms founded and developed hy 
British merchants and if they ask for a greater amount of re,.resentation 
I may net be iucliiied to oppose them; hut all these eommunit.cs must 
Lve representatives in the same way as the Miihanumidans and not by 
comrounal representation. 

This brings me to the que,stion of communal repre.senlation. My 
Muhammadan friends demand communal representation I am opposed 
to it Somh of them may consider me as anti-Mnhainmadan, but is there 
Inrman here who has more sincere friends among Muhammadans, who 
had been my friends in need, than myself.? I am not ungratelnl and I 
had bee y conduct. Public weal demanda. that they should 

hare prov y ._vf„ Mr. Nasim Ali. told us 
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yeHleiday, that the Hindu-Muhatnmadan entente as adumbrate.! by the 
Congress and the Khilafat Committees was an unreality. Neither 
Mr. Nasim Ali nor Mr. Suhrawardy belongs to the Khilafat party. 

Mr. HUSEYN &HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: May I rise for a 
personal explanation? I never made any insinuation. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: You referred to the 
Ivliilafat. What right have these gentlemen to speak on behalf of the 
great Muhammadan community? They are, as is well known, in a 
hopeless microscopic minority. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Certainly a better 
right tluwi you have. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: If the Khilafat 
party hud said .so, it would have been a matter of .consideration, but the 
opinion of the microscopic minority, who had always been against the 
Hindu-Muhammadan entente, cannot be entertained. Muhammadans 
have proved themselves a noble and generous people. A change has 
come over their minds. Noble imd generou.s men among them have gone 
so far us to say that they would avoid the slaughter of ciws in order to 
lilease their Hindu brethren. To this these gentlemen will never agree. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: How do you know? 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Mr. Nasim Ali said 
so. Therefore, 1 wish iny Muhammadan friemi.s to coii.sider the question 
well. According to the propo.sal of the voting strength, they are entitled 
to 6 seats. 'I’hc Hon’ble Minister has given them UL They would not 
gain by communal represeiiiation. Again, I tell you why I am opposed to 
communal, representation. Hindu members should seek for vote.s from 
their Muhammadan brethren; similarly Muhammadan iriember.s should 
seek for votes from tiieir Hindu brethren. Tliat is the only way of secur¬ 
ing political amity between Hindus and Muhammadans. Class against 
class should never be pitted against one another. 1 find that isolation 
and separate communal representation keep up racial animosity and 
alwavH lead to disunion and strife. The fact was never well expressed 
thaii'byourommon phrase Jihaihhai, thai thai (brothers remaining 
‘ipart ) Those gentlemen who demand communal representation 
and isolation are certainly not the best friends of ' Hindu- 
Moslem amity. I, in nU earnestness, ask my Muhamma¬ 
dan brclhrcii to consider the situation well. India is large 
enough for all communities and religions to live in, provided they live 
in amity and brotherly feeling and that one community do not seek to 
dominate over another. (“Hear,” “hear.”) I was surprised to find 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, who prides himself in declaring that he 
is a nationalist, supporting communal representation but I dismiss him 
with one word—he does not belong to the Congress. Therefore, he has 
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Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May 1 rise to pive n wont 
of explanation K He seems to know more about me than myself. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 ami many members 
here may be prepared to support-the Muhammadans in any reasonable 
demarid that they may make for a larger number of Councillors, but we 
can never agree to the kind of special communal representation some -of 
the Muhammadan members seem to favour. I do hope there will be n 
satisfactory solution of the difficulty. The Bill is a lenpUiy one and 
this is neither the time nor tlie occasion to discuss it in detail. But one 
or two things must be mentioned here. Clause 9 of section (1 should be 
a general section: education—general—and not merely primary and 
technical education. All the wealth of the province is conlretl in 
Calcutta. Therefore; it shoujd not forego its lesponsihilities as regards 

higher education. , 

Clause 6 of the same section should include refuges for tin'*poor 
children and unfortuiuite lepeutant women. 

The building regulations should be less stringent. These are some 
of tlie things which I desire to mention here. 

In conclusion, 1 again ask my Muhammatlan friends to consider 
whether Hindu-Mubammadan friendship is not worth a great deal more 
than u few seals in the Calciiitu Corporation P 1 ecmclude by expressing 
my gratefulni^ss to the authors <)f the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: As enough has been 
said, 1 do not like to make a long eomnumt ou tlie ('alcutta Municipal 
Bill.* The bone of conlenlion in tliis Bill is tlie matter and the manuer 
of representation in the Corporation. The Hoirble Minister has given 
the unlucky number 13 sure seals and lias opened the other 42 seats 
also, if only the Muhammadans could get in. He has agreed that the 
Muhammadans should have more, hut owing to the uncertainty as to 
what success the Muhammadans will have in capturing any of the 42 
, seats he has not done so. 

I may safely say that the real number of Muhammadan seats is 
not fixed, but this is an important matter. The Muhammadans should 
have about 30 per cent, of the total number. 

As for tlie manner of representation, allow me to say, that Muham¬ 
madans would agree to nothing which does not give them separate 
communal representation in the Corporation and also in other local 
bodies. When that is a fact, will it be wise ou the part of the Govern¬ 
ment to ignore the Muhammadans ? 

There will come a time when the Muhammadans will not want separate 
communal representation; let the Government then do away with it 
and never before that. 

Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: I had no intention of taking 
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are conversant with the problem of municipal administration of this 
city and I think that this would have been the attitude of the majority 
of the mufasaal members regarding the debate over the Calcutta 
Bill. But there is the most unpleasant question of communal repre¬ 
sentation. It is a question fraught with an issue which is so far- 
reaching in its consecjueiices that no member of this House can con¬ 
scientiously give his acquiescence to it without sounding a note of 
warning. It is a principle which, if pressed too far, will only cr#5ate 
a complete cleavage between the two communities whose interest it 
is to live in perpetual harmony and to pre.scnt an united front to any¬ 
thing wln<th may hamper the development or the growtli of our political 
aspiratiops. 

I' must say that T was sorry to hear the speech delivered hy 
Mr. Nasim Ali on behalf of the Muhammadan community last evening. 
1 waS really mortified and so, 1 am sure, were also most of the Hindu 
members of this House. The hon’ble member said that the Hindu 
commissioners iii the Calcutta Corporation could not be trusted with the 
interests of tlie Muhammadan community. This is news to me. I 
have been born and brought up in the city of Calcutta and T know that 
the Hindu commissioners are as much anxious for the interests of the 
Hindu citizens as for tlm.se of the Muhammadans. I am almost tempted 
to ask Mr. Nasim whether the time has not come wlicn the Hindus 
should he trusted by the Muhammadans and when he and his colleagues 
in tills Council and outside it should not advise the members of his 
coinmiHiity to forget the old mistrust and hatred for the Hindu? I 
apiM'ul to tlio Muhammadan members of this House, who have greater 
experience of life and much older than me, that this should not be made 
an oppoi'tpnity to revive the old antagonistic feeling between the Hindus 
and Muhammadans of the partition days. 

'Phis (pu^stion of comnumnl representation should not have been 
raised at all. This is a very unhappy question. 1 fail to appreciate the 
arguments of Mr. Nasim Ali and. his friends that, because communal 
representation has been thought to he useful to the Tiegislative Councils 
and elsewhere, it should be thought to be useful for the Calcutta 
Corporation. Rai Radba (’haran Val Bahadur, a veteran commissioner 
of the Calcutta Corporation, has given us assurance that there will be 
no lack of interest on the pari of Hindu commis.sioners for their Moslem 
Inethreii; I think this should be enough to satisfy my Muhammadan 
friends. If they, after considering the question closely and calmly, 
still maintain their claim for communal representation, I would beseech 
the Hindu members not to stand in their way. We should yield on 
the ground of expediency. But we shall not exercise our right of voting 
. on this point. Let the Muhammadan members of the House decide 
it among themstdyes. If they insist on having communal i:!^resenta±ion, 
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Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA 0A8 GUPTA: I deplore the. 
acrimonious spirit that has been brought into the debate ou Ibis subject. 
It would have befitted this Council, if there were more reasoning, more 
logic, than heat. 

1 cannot but congratulate the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Local Self-Government for his bold and statesmanlike 
performance in tiie shape of the draft of a Bill of sucfi tremendous 
magnitude, and with such vast potentialities for the future well-being 
of millions of men residing in the secoml city of the Empire. 1 have 
followed very closely his lucid statement iii introducing it. This is 
surely not the stage (even if 1 had the power) for cousidering the details 
of a piece of legislation of such a gigantic proportion. But 1 have been 
struck by the very momentous and far-reaciiing constitutional (changes 
that have been introduced in Clie Bill, ui>on the most approved liberal and 
democratic lines. In fact, it has been said, with gieal truth, that llte 
municipal institutions constitute the be.st nursery and seed-plots for 
developing the instincts for Sedf-Govermnent which cannot be substi¬ 
tuted by good and efficient Government. I remember the fierce 
controversy that raged round the (^ailcutta Municipal Bill, 1899, when it 
was on the legislative anvil. Tire measure was considered as a decidedly 
retrograde one, introduced to deprive Calcutta of a good deal 
of her civic rights. The fierceness of the controversy was empliasised 
by the resignation of 28 members (including the venerable Minister him¬ 
self) and the platforms rang with denunciations and even the theatres 
gave artistic exprcs.sion to the feelings of the Calcutta citizens by staging 
the “Brave Twe!ity-Kight,’’ the skit emanating from the })en of one 
of our most popular dramatists and c,onii<-. writers. Bui by a curious 
irony of fate, the. present Bill is U>e band work of ojk; of ihosc 28 c(un- 
niissioners, who raised bis trumpet voice in denouncing tlio measure and 
in opposing the Bill, wliich was eventually passed into law. 

But the Hon’ble Minister has been an optimist throughout his 
fairly long political career and impelled by his nuiiiral optimism and 
rather a dangerous tendency towards prophesying (being a Brahmin) he 
prophesied that the retrograde piece of law was bound to be liberalised at 
no distant future and the present Bill shows how that prophecy is going 
to be Bilfilled. The old order c.hangetli yielding place to new. The 
whirligig of time has brought about its revenge. 'J’he new features, 
which cannot fail to strike even a ca.sual reader of the Bill (as far as the 
constitutional changes are concerned) are :— 

(1) the fullest recognition of the principle of representation and .the 

expansion of the Franchise; 

(2) the increase in the nuinl)er of cominis-sioners from 50 to 80; 

(5) the appointment and election of Mayor or Deputy-Mayor; 

(4) separate executive and its subordination to the Corporation; 

(5) introduction of Aldermen and their election^ and 
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TTiitler tlie existing law, oiir UnUmmadan fello«^-bretliren have little or 
no chance of entering the Corporation by the open gate of election and 
have to depend upon the back-door of nomination for their entry. Now 
they can come by election, by the general electorate and the principle of 
communal representation, so much desired by the Muhammadans, and 
codemned by sober politicians as opjio.sed to the growth of “nationhood 
irrespective of’caste, colour or creed, has not been recognised. 

Now, Sir, the controversy in the present Council is about communal 
representation. It is a pity that this question should have been raised 
at this stage of the consideration of the Bill. There is no denying the 
fact that the great majority of my Muhammadan colleagues in this 
Council wants communal representation, that is to say, not only in the 
(Corporation of Cabmlta but iu all local bodies—a danger which the 
Hon’ble Minister has already pointed out in his speech, while intro- 
iTucing the Bill the other day. He said— 

Should we then make this new departure? The matter requires the most care¬ 
ful consideration. The gravity of the problem is enhanced by the consideration 
that if it is adopted in the nuinicipal system of Calcutta, it will have to be extende 
in the near future to the inufassal municipalities and, .perhaps, to the district 
boards of the Province; and the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act is immi¬ 
nent ami that of the Self-Government Act is not distant. 


T think that it is the thin end of the wedge. If communal representa¬ 
tion is once allowed in the city of Calcutta, it cannot be resisted m 

the nnifassal. T ask my Muhammadan friends iu this Council to 
think over the matter seriously and consider whether they should not 
sacrifice a hit of their feeling in view of the goal which we have in view. 
If this principle of coniniuiial representation is adopted in Calcutta, I 
fail to see where it would stop. If this privilege allowed to the 
Muhammadans, I cannot understand how it can he denied to the Jains, 
who constitute a very large section of the Calcutta public, to the 
Marwaris who by their wealth and influence, occupy i very important 
position in Calcutta, and to the Christians, who are no doubt m a 
minority. We should be put on a common platform, to constitute a 
nation and march onwards towards the goal. It has heen said that 
communal representation may not be good as an abstract principle. 
Abstract principles do not fall down from the sky. They are educed 
fr«m eoncrele cases and the actualities of life, finch abstract truths 
are enunciated by political philosophers. If you adopt the com- 
miuml representation you cannot form a constitution on a proper, liberal 
and democratic basis. It is not because the people have high ideal that 
they are to be dubbed as “ idealist.” We want that all the* communi¬ 
ties living in India should have a proper representation. 

With these woi-ds, I express my hearty appreciation of the principles 
underlying the new Bill that has been introduced by the Hon’ble 
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Mauivi YAKUIMUDDIM AHMED; 1 am thaukful to the Hon’bl© 
Minister for his having introduced this Municipal Bill and for having 
made provision for the representation of the Muhammadans to the numhei 
“13.” The very fact that he has made provision in the Bill for giving 
13 seats to the Muhammadans is an acknowledgment of the principle of 
communal representation. And when he acknowledges this principle, 

I think it is not meet for him to go against this principle of communal 

representation. He has in his speech said— 

I now come to the very difficult and delicate question of Muhammadan represen¬ 
tation It must be admitted that the Muhammadan community is not ropresented 
in the Corporation us it should be and in a maimer fommonsurute with its influence 
and its in^^purtance. This is a ataU, .,f things winch should ha o" 

principle of aqnal justice to all parties, which is the recognised pchc, of Gwivonment. 

He also says— 

And here I desire to apply the principle which is followed by government in tUo 
nomination of municipal conin.issioners in the mufassal. U is a triple forunna that 

we adopt. 

If he says that he has reserved 13 seats f.ir Muhauimadans, what is 
it? Is it not the recognition of the Government policy of supporting 
Muhammadans, who are in a minority? Is it not the pehey that has 
been inaugurated in thi.s lleforined Gounc.il here, and do we find the 
result in any way hnd? T think ilie Umiiudl ougl.l to be successful 
in the wav it has begun and in the way in which Muhammadan mem- 
hers have come to this (Council. It is only this Reformed Council 
which has made it possible for the Government to bo aware of the 
.rrievani^es and the many shortcomings from winch this community 
suffer It is only through their accredited agents in tins Council that 
the Government come to know of the variou.s nocesHities of the com- 
niunitv. The authors of the Montagu-Ohelmsiord report, with then- 
ideas of English freedom and homogeneity in their lands may have 

declared that communal representation was a very had ^ 

think time will show that communal representation in India is the veiy 
best thing that can be devised by Government to know the views of 

Mukammadaus in this vast country. Therefore X say when the 
Hon’ble Minister has reserved 13 seats for Muhammadans, 
recognised the principle of communal representation. Iheu why does 
he go against that and say 

Let'US hear what the authors of the Reforms Scheme have got to say about 
the matter The Montagu-Chelmsford Report observesIndian lover? of their 
country would be the flrst to admit that Indians generally have not yet acquired 
Z citizen spirit and if we are really to lead her to self-government we mu«t do 
.« thlt we ^seiWy to e.ll it forth in her people D.T.s.on by cr^d, 

1 the croatioH of political camps organised against each other end 

: T" Ten L tor.. pTrtln^ wnd not ae eitirens, and it ia difficnlt to ae.e how 
teaches '“e'J national representation is ever to occur. We regard 

the change from this therefore as a very serious hindrance to the 
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These are the words of the Montagu-Chelmsford report. But what 
did they end in practice? When the Indians sat at a conference at 
Lucknow, what was the agreement arrived at? The Muhammadans 
were to be given a separate electorate to the extent of 48 per cent. 
That was what they adopted in the end, and that was inaugurated by 
the Reformed Council all over the land, and what has it done? Are the 
Muhammadans who have been returned to this Council fanatical ruffians? 
Are th<\v in any way behind in the race for progress? I ask the Coun¬ 
cil to c^onsider this question seriously, and I pause for a reply. 

It has been said that it is not Maulvi Nasim All but Khan Bahadur 
.logendra (thunder Ghose (l^aughler)—I beg tbe member's pardon, 1 
meant Rai Bahadur—who represents the Muhammadans. 1 request you 
in all seriousness to consider the fact that, at the All-India Conference at 
Lucknow, it was decided that the Hindus and Muhammadans should go 
to the-Reformed (hmncils hy separate electorates. If there is communal 
lepreseiiiation at the very top, I mean in the enlarged (’ouncil which, 
according to the Hon’hle Minister, is a golden turret, I fail to under¬ 
stand why it should not he applied to thq lower strata where it is the seed- 
plot? Mr. Gladstone says— 

Municipal institutions arc the seed-plots upon which and arotmd which are 
developed those habits of th«)UKht and that temper of mind which constitute the 
noblest heritage of a nation. 


And still do my Hindu friends desire to exclude Muhammadans from 
the municipal or district hoards? I think that, it tlie Muhammadans 
connot enter into the above hoards by the door of the mixed electorate, 
they should he allowed to enter through a separate electorate or com¬ 
munal representation. If communal repre.seiitation has succeeded at 
the very top, at tlie golden turret, according to the Hon’ble Minister, it 
must succeed at the bottom, in the district boards and municipalities. 
The Hon’ble Minister apprehends that if communal representation is 
adopted in the municipal system of (^almitta, it will have to be extended 
at no distant date to the mufassnl municipalities and, perhaps, to the 
district hoards of the Province. I submit that Government have seen 
the wisdom of the policy which they kave inaugurated and which is 
working well in the land, and there is absolutely no reason why that 
policy should not he followed in every respect in the institutions lower 
down. Therefore, I think that communal representation is a necessity 
at the present moment. Through it the Muhammadans will be allowed 
to eater into the portals of the Calcutta Municipality where they will be 
able, as Mr. Gladstone says, to develop those habits of thought and that 
temper of mind which constitute the noblest heritage of a nation. Are 
YOU going to deny us that privilege? I do not think any sane man 
would do that, and I hope and trust the Hon’ble Minister would see his 
way to give us witji a liberal hand a separate or communab representa- 
4-i/\ri rtn fhA Galcntift Comoration. A Muhammadan may vwv well be 
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elected by the general constituency, i.e., both by Hindus and Muham- 
madans, but he is not a proper representative Muhammadan. Proi>er 
representatives would be those who are recognised by the Muhammadans 
themselves as such and not by the Hindus. We want u true Muhiiui- 
madaii who ought to be on the Corporation to aciiuire that thought and 
temper of mind which is the noblest heritage of a nation. 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): Willi ymir leave, 1 desire to intervene 
at this stage to bring to the notice of the Council an important aspect 
in connection with a (luestion of procedure relating to the discussion of 
the Bill. I am afraid many of my friends wlio preceded me have rather 
overlooked this question of proinulure. 

I can well appreciate that speakers on either side would feel strongly^ 
on a question like this and that some of tho Muhammadan niemhers 
would feel the necessity of enterinj^ a strong caveat at this stage. I 
sympathise with my Muhammadan friends and specially with those of 
them, who think that their interests at the Corporation can only he safe¬ 
guarded by means of communal representation. I can <*qually upprecu- 
ate tlie feelings many of the members of the (h)uncil who think that 
(‘ommunal representation will retard the devtdopmeiit of national ideals. 
It is hut natural that sjicakers Horn either side shoiihl get up and press 
their own point, of view before the House. But although it would he a 
natural attitude to take, I appeal to the nnunhms who yet intend to take 
part in this lengthy debate to refraiti from doing so at this stage of the 
Bill. 


What is the present motion before us? The present motion is that 
the Bill he circulated. We shall have another opimitunity irj- debate, 
perhaps a full dress debate. But even now feeling runs so high that 
it w’as considered neoessaiy to enter a strong caveat. I’hat caveat has 
been entered, why prolong the bitterness? The Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Dejiartment of Local Self-tJovernment, in explaining the 
principles of the Bill, put forward his rea.sons as to why he was against 
communal representation, and, if I may say so, it was perfectly right that 
my friend Mr. Salam should get up and protest against some of the pro¬ 
visions, and T am afraid I cannot aiipreciate why a division was called 

for at that stage. 


The debate has been going on from yesterday, and I (;annot say that 
it has altogether been free from acrimony. 1 freely acknowledge that 
many speakers on both sides have spoken with the utmost moderation 
and self-restraint, but the fact also remains that there were speakers who 
did not observe moderation in their remarks. The present motion is that 
the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon; after that, 

there, will be .the Select Committee stage. Then the I^ill will be taken, 
_ 1 _ tV*io vorv TTrviisA. TKft ouestion is iv^rtAinlv an 
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important one; t>ut will anybody gain anything by introducing unneces¬ 
sary heat into the diacusaion at this stage. Will either community gain 
anything by starting this quarrel prematurely? I fuBy appreciate the 
importance ol the view put forward by members on either side, but we 
have been debating over this question the whole of yesterday; we have 
started the debate again to-day and I understand there are still more 
than a dozen speakers who wish to speak on the subject. But I appeal 
to them not to speak any more. It would only make the matter more 
difficult of solution. It would be difficult to come to a compromise, it 
you go on quarrelling at this initial stage. If a compromise be impos¬ 
sible now, even then you have the final stage to fight it out. We know 
in the past between two somewhat lieterogeneou.s bodies, namely, the 
Indian National Congress, of wbieh T was a member for many many 
years and the Moslem T.eague, the question of communal representa¬ 
tion was settled for the whole of India and the different provinces in a 
.spirit of compromise and toleration. 

These bodies, althongb they are very important bodies, have not the 
same well-defined constitution as this Council has, and in that sense, they 
are lieterogeneous bodies as eonqiared to this House. Surely, is it not 
possible, is it too much to expect that the members of this House, who 
have come here on the free vote of their constituencies, should give up 
bitterness and should meet each other, consider aud settle this matter m 
a spirit of friendliness aud compromise? (“Hear,” “hear.”) If that 
be the desire of the members of the House, then the best thing they could 
do is to drop the debate. They have entered their protest, their caveat 
is there. You may start talk of compromise to-morrow; and speaking for 
myself, I may assure my friends on both sides that I shall try my be.st to 
bring about a compromise, whatever the differences on the subject may be. 
(Hear,” “hear.”) 1 think, I oau speak ou behalf of the Hoii’hle Sir 
Ahd-u’r-Rahim, whom, unfortunately, I do not find here that he will also 
try to help us; and T am sure my friends, the Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab AH Chaudhuri and the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, will 
also join us and try to bring about a compromise. I appeal to the 
members of this Council—let there be no further speeches, and let the 
question be jiut and passed without a division. There are persons in this 
Council who have no self-interest in this matter—they are third parties so 
to say—I refer to Mr. Watson-Srayth and his party. If necessary, we 
may call them in to help us although I sincerely hope it will not he 
necessary to do so. I once more appeal to the House to drop the debate. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of what the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of Education ha.M said, 1 beg to move that the 
f[uestion be now put. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I think 
that the principles of the Bill should be further discussed, I now call 
upon Mr. Watson-Smyth to speak. > 
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The Hon’ble Mn P. C< MITTER; As a member has usket] that the 
question be now jiut, juay 1 inquire whether the Chaii- has eonsitlered it? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT* Yes; the discussion should continue, 


BabuSURENDRA NATH MALLIK: T rise to a point of order. The 
Deputy-President has already passed his order that the discussion should 
continue and it cannot he re-opened. 

Mr. R. M. WAT80N-8M YTH !^fy first words innsf he ones of (;on- 
^'ratulation to my friend the Hon’hle Mover on tlu) ])rodu< tion, so soon 
after his accession to office, of this most iini>orlant Itill. It is’4n<leed a 
weighty piece of le*fislaiure, saiflu ient in size to ap])all even the stoulest- 
hearted of the Select Coinniittee appointed to deal with it. Tt is, as J 
said, a Dill of g-reat importance, and in passinj^, I w’ill ask the Mihister 
in charge to give plenty of time for deliberate considerati<in to those 
whose opinion he wishes to ask. If the opinions of public bodies ai-e to be 
worth having, they caii only bo given after (tonsidering the Pill and all 
its 500 clauses very carefully, and to do this, esjatcially in the pressure 
of work of the Calcutta cold weather, plenty of time is re(iuired. 1 will, 
of course, HUj)port the motion that this Pill be refencd, us it is, to a 
Select Committee, and 1 do not propose at the pr(tsent stage to criticize it 
in any way at all. Criticism at present seems to me to be som(*wdi:it 
premature, and there will be plenty of time later for all to say anytliiiig 
they have to say, and, if necessary, to try and get the Pill amended in 
accordance w'ith tlieir washes. 


Indeed, Sir, I would not have spokcui at all (^X(Hq>t that the debate 
has brought vejy prominently into notice the (piestion of (^ommunal 
representation, and I think it as w’cll, at this stage, if I tell tin; House 
what the view of the Pengal Chamber is on this subject. The Hoii’ble 
Minister in charge in his opening sj)oech referred at great huigtli to (toia- 
munul representation and ijuoted several passages from the Monlagu- 
Chelmsford Report thereby striving to prove that communal representa¬ 
tion is bad and stands in the way of any great national effort. 1 do.not 
quarrel with the ideal which he put forward: I do not dispute that if 
(rominunal lepresentution could be done aw'uy with, it would mean that 
India had advanced to a far higher plane than that on which she stands 
at present. I do not for a moment deny that the state of brotherhood, 
as described so eloquently by the Hon’ble Mover, is the goal to which .we 
should all strive. T am presuming of course that that brotherhood in- 
(dudes U8, Kuropcans, allhough, I regiel, that no speaker has so far said 
so. There can be no doubt that the ideal state of tbiikgs would be a 


triangular contest lyth a Hindu, a Muhammadan and a European candi¬ 
date,. with a.certainty that the most qualified, most representative and 




rrtaw xrrkEii 






win 



470 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. [30th Nov. 

4 The ideal described by the Hon’ble Mover is impossi- 

;:n!;<l oar point uud nothing ha« arisen since to make «s change our 

As'regards our representation under this Bill I have nothing to say at 
the nhoment. except that I do uot ox>TJSider that seats given to the 
c,f Commerce or the Trades Association constitute communal represenU- 

tion at »11. It is the representation of certarr. aaTwe‘" 

a wav which prardically amounts to nomination. I do not say, 

Europeans, wLt a communal electorate under this Bill, personally I do 
i.t iJ^ant it hut when inv Muhammadan friends raise this point »f 
clmnmil representation then I must say that in theory we siipimrt theiii. 

If they want commiimil eleidorates, being dissatisfied with the aUernatlve 
oLred tl.ein in the Bill, then they should have them 1 he time has .mt 
yet come to give up that systeui which is a powerful protection to com- 

inunities which ftre in a hopeless minoiity. 

At the same time I would waru my Muhammadau friends that a 
communal electorate constitutes a possible danger as well as a blessing. 
They have Extremists in their community who might obtain contiol over 
a communal electorate, but would have little chance in a general electo¬ 
rate. That, however, from my point of view is their business, and not 
mine. In the abstract I support communal representation, it any coin- 
niunitv h(>peles.sly in a minority demands it, and if in futui'e stage ot 
this Bill the Government fail to convince the Muhammadan community 
that their interests are safeguarded by tlie Bill as it stands or as it may 
be amended, and if my ifuhaminadan friends insist on (communal re¬ 
presentation and carry this demand to a division of this House, I and my 
colleagues from the Bengal Chamber will go into the division lobby 

with them. 

Colonel A. J. PUCH; While not wishing to detract in any way from 
the credit that is due to the Hou’hle Minister and the officers mentioned 
by him for the work done in connection with this Bill, I think that some 
credit should also be given to the much-ahnsed Con>oiation at whose 
instance it has been intrmluced. (“Hear,'’ “hear.”) In this year 1918 
a Bill, which had been prepared so far back as 1911 or 1912, was submitted 
to the Corporation for consideration. It considered that Bill which had 
been sent to it and dre*w up a report recommending tbe constitution 
which is now put before you; and this was done before the Government 
, of India Bill was either passed into an Act or eve» considered by the 
Joint Committee pf both Houses of Parliament; and the proposals of the 
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I desire to say a few words in coiineution with ftnir points; they are- 

(1) the extension of the boundaries; 

(2) Muhammadan representation; 

(»1) Kuropean representation; and 

(4) a few matters that might have been ineluded in tlie Hill. 


As regar<ls the present boundaries, the munieipalities with which w'e 
are eoncerned are the nmnieipaUties of Garden Reach, Maniktalla and 
Cossipore-Chitpur. The boundary line on the South is an imaginary line 
extending across the water of the Docks. The Confevemte, which was 
held to prevent the importation of diseases, recommended that the Docks 
^S^ild be brought within the jurisdiidion of the Calcutta Municipality. 

is supplied to the ships" by the Calcutta Municipality, and there 
is every reason why the Do<ks should come within the junsdic.ti(pi o^ 
(hilcutta. Then, as regards Mauiktalla, the Corporation of Calcutta 
desires to spend money for improving the health and saiiilaiiou of this 
adjoining municipality, and a visit to this muniidpality will convince 
any one that it is absolutely necessary to Calcutta that this inuiiimpahty 
should be brought wdthin our jurisdiction and the municipality jiroporly 
drained and residential uccximmodation provided for the overcrowding 
in Calcutta. 


As regards the (Jossipore-Chitpur Municipality, the Talla station is 
situated on land within the jurisdiction of the (Julcuita-Chifpur Munici- 
palitv aud both municipalities have been engaged in fighting a, ciuse at 
the ratepayers’ exi>ense up to the Privy Council on the seemingly imim- 
porhint question as to whether the tank is macdiinery. I am glad that 
this litigation has now come to an end and that no further demand will 
be made on the ratepayers. Then again, 1 need only pmnt out the 
huge but filthy area occupied as the Cattle and Horse Market Here is 
an enormous area awaiting develoi-ment but the owners of tiiese lands 
aav that they prefer to have it occupied by cattle and horses instead of 
by human beings. It is highly objectionable to have a we 1-c ramed and 
healthy city like Calcutta surrounded by unhealthy and badly drained 
municipalities whose inhabitants have all the amenities of Calcutta during 
the dav without paving any taxes and are at perfect Uherty U) import 
as many diseases and insects as they please. What is the answer to the 
proposals? The residents say that their taxes will be increased, but it has 
been shown that the increase will be very slight and the municipalities 
concerned say that they will lose a portion of the revenue if these areas 
are removed from their jurisdiction. The municipalities (concerned are 
unable to improve the sanitation of these, areas and, therefore, they can- 
not complain if they are made over to the t^ilcutta Corporation who are 
willing to spend money upon them. And what is the answer <.f the 
TTon’ble Minister? His sole reason for objection is that the residents 
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to the Hou’ble Minister’s remark in his opening speech which reads as 
fallows:— 

The time for the revision of the Act soon drew near, and when it was revised in 
1888, the suburbs were included witlun the Calcutta Municipal areas. The measure 
gave’rise to some little agitation, but the boon was soon recognised. 

I ask the Hon’ble Minister to repeat the experiment and insist on the 
people concerned accepting the boon which the Calcutta Corporation 
desire to confer upon them. 

I next come to the question of Muhammadan representation. The 
Corporation decided to support communal rejiresentation, but were 
against a special electorate, on the ground that there was hardly 
occasion on which there would he a diversity of religious inleresU^Tn 
municiiial affairs. T feel hound to point out, however, that since that 
■time two important events have haiipened. One is the passiiig of the 
Government of India Act which has recognised, whether rightly or 
wrongly, the principle of communal electorates. The other event is the 
persistency with wliiidi a resolution has been moved by the Clorpoiatioil to 
prohibit the slaughter of cows. This is a matter upon which real 
Muhammadan opinion should undoubtedly he heard and I think that our 
thanks are due to Hahu Amulya Ghone Addy for bringing the question of 
the possibility of the diversity of Hindu and Muhammadan Interests so 
prominently and promptly before us. 

As regards Euroi>ean representation, I have always been a strong 
advocate fur communal representation tor l-'mropeans, owing to their 
unitpic position and our desire to see that the high charai’ter of the ad¬ 
ministration is maintained. T, however, am not in favour of the ^vhole of 
the ICurojiean special I’epresentation which has been granted, being given 
to institutions like the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Trades 
Association. While hot wishing to detract in any way from the good 
work which has been done by Members of these As.sociations sitting on 
Hie Corporation in the past, I venture to suggest that this good work 
could also he done by Journalists, Doctors, Engineers, Edumtionists 
and even Eawyers. The Chamber has always found a difficulty in getting 
members to agree to sit on the Corporation. The European General 
Electorate will have no such difficulty and on behalf of the Europeans, I 
represent, I demand that a portion of the seats reserved for these two 
Associations should be thrown open to the general body of I.ui'opeans. 
When this principle has been recognised by the Government of India 
Act, I do not see why the local Government should ignore it in the 
present Act. 

I next come to a few matters w’hich I should like to have seen embodied 
in the Act. 

As regards housing, I should like to have seen wider powers given to 
the municipality to cope with the housing problem. Chapter 33 provides 
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these provisions. I am glad to see that power has been given to prevent 
profiteering in foodstuffs and fuel to the detriment of the public. More 
power should be given to the Corporation to provide for quick and cheap 
transport for the public without which it is impossible to tackle the 
jiroblem of congestion or expansion. Distant parts must be brought 
within easy reach of the city and the example of the city of Ijondon might 
w'ell be foilow'ed. 

It may seriously be considered whether power should not be given to 
the Corporation to interfere in industrial disputes when such disi)uies 
injuriously affect public services of the town, like the (las Supply, the 
hiletdric Supply and the Tram Strike, etc. 

should like to inquire whether it is not possible for the hording of 
eleff^ms in such a manner that instead of all the elections being held at 
tlie one tijne evei’y three years, elections for some of the constituencies, 
should take place every year. This will secure a very necessary sa.eguard, 
namely, continuity of policy. A small efficient Electoral Depaitment 
would soon get trained to work from year to year with the result that the 
J-:ie«‘t()ral Roll can be kept up to date and it would Ix' unnecessary to 
engage extra inexperienced hands for a sh«>rt j>eriod every thr«>e years. 

Another suggestion I would make is that provision should be made 
to arouse a little more civic interest amongst ratepayers. This could be 
done by allowing standing and other committees like <listri<d commit¬ 
tees to co-opt for a period, two or three members from the rate- 
pjiyers who take an interest in public municipal affairs. 

As regards Finance, clauses lOii and 110 dealing with I'inance, 
present a serious question to my mind. Why should it be necessaiy to 
have to go to the Government of India for sanction for local loans? 
1‘rovincial autonomy, specially in financing affairs, is desiraRle more 
esi)ecially after the treatment Bengal has received from the Govern¬ 
ment of India regarding financial difficulties of the I’roviiux*. 'J’lie 
sanctum of the local Government ought to be enougli so far as the 
Corp<'ration is concerned. In giving such sanction the local Govern¬ 
ment would, no doubt, consider the possibility of raising a loan on llie 
conditions it imposes, or whether such loans would clash with any Gov¬ 
ernment of India loans; we may perhaps <-on.sult the Government, of 
Imlia on these points. But it is not necessary for the (%>rporaT,ion in 
depend on the sanction of Delhi, even for its loans. 

In conclusion, I may express the hope that this measure miiy be 
taken up and passed into law aftt^r due consideration and witliou't 
unnece 8 sai 7 delay. It is already, at least 10 years overdue. 


Babu JATiNDRA NATH BA8U: I join other meniliers in congra¬ 
tulating the Hon’ble Minister for bringing in this measure so soon 
after the new .Government was brought into l>eing. The measure has 
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. « Hn 1917 There has been a great deal of disonssion on thb 
drafted in 1917. Council has been taken up in dis- 

Bill in this Cluing thllTbe communal representation for Muham- 
cuss.ng who he, t^^^ ^ ,„„^rned 

.an the 'J-f ™ J*lf ,.oads, good and plentiful supply 

t3 puiose we -t^at^^e J- ^ “re W 

,epresentivt.ves on the orpo^J^unities who went to the Cnrporatmn. 
men (.f difteient (.ree particular creedoS, but because they 

not because^Ihey we w^f^^ and work that they de.served the confiden^ 

'"' Y hive *reTu£'b>n«we3“---« of the speeches that have been deli¬ 
vered buUrha,s m,t been made clear in what respect .special commu^l 
interests reiiuired special representation as regards clvic malteis. 
m! Nicsiiu ili went so far as to state that the Muhammadan ra epayers 
. 1 x 1/1 • ilvtf is a statement w’ithout any jiistifif atiou or 

rirrinr Mr IT. S. Suhrawardy has stated that the want of coiminiiml 
representation has resulted in the fact that Muhammadans are not suffi¬ 
ciently represented on the staff of the Corporation; but that m not a 
matter of constitution; it is a matter of administration with which the 
constitutional question which is being discussed has nothing t d n 
As a cit^cn of (tah utta what we are concerned with is that the nltiin.ite 
power sLuld be vested in the representatives of the people. 1 he 
llon'hle Minister lias stated that that is what he has attempted to do 
in the Bill. But there are some sections, particularly as regard 
Assessment and the Health Bepartment, in which certain authorities 
mentioned in the Bill are vested with power to deal finally with muni¬ 
cipal questions that arise; the Corporation has no aiithority to over¬ 
ride or control them. That is creating co-ordinate authorities to which 
we have heel, objecting. Then as regards asse.ssment of Governmen 
lands and property belonging to the Port Trust, provision ,s made that 
a special procedure .should be followed, and not the ordinary procedure. 
This will he an extraordinary provision: there is no reason why in assess¬ 
ing Government property and Port Commissioners’ Proiierty the ordi- 
narv procedure should not be followed. Then as regards the method 
of assessment, under the Act of 1888, a new principle was introduced 
under which rented property and property resided in by owners were 
as.sessed on different principles. There was great objection to the in- 
.,.,..1 .vvf T.ri»umle because all over the world pi^operty is ordi- 
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requepl the Hon’ble Minister to make the principle of assessment \ini- 
for^n so far as rating is concerned. We have also the peculiar proce¬ 
dure under which the taxes for a holding are realised on two bills; the 
entire taxes are divided into two halves, and there is a bill for each half, 
one is the owner’s bill, and the other the occupier s bill, this causes 
hardship in many cases and acts as a deterrent to the development of 
the town. . It frequently happens that a long lease of land is obtained 
from the owner by the lessee, who erects buildings far exceeding in 
value the value of the land. It would be a hardship on the owner of the 
land if he has to pay a half share of the rates for the entire holding: the 
rent the owner receives for the land is probably fixed for a long pericnl, 
while the rates may gradually go on increasing with the increase of rents 
from the buildings. Mr. Pugh has spoken as regards increas- 
in^^be area of the municipality. He has told the Council that from the 
jK>iut of view of the health of the city it is necessary that the adjoining 
municijialiticH should be coiitroIle<l by the ('orporation of Cah'utta. 
If you cross the borders of Claculta you w’ill immediately see the differ¬ 
ence. He has mentioned the case of the (k)Ssipoi'e-Chitpur Municipality; 
there are cattle yards and warelnvuses there which would not be i>ermit- 
ted in Calcutta. It is just because tliey are acuoss the border that they 
are permitted. It will also he noticed that a great many of the residents 
ol those municipalities spend most of tludr time and earn their living 
in (/uh-utta. It is tlierefore necessary, both tor the developiiuMit an<l 
health of l)t)th areas, tliat they should he brought under one Corporation. 
It mav now he a que.stion of finance but there should be a provision in 
the Act which would enable the Local Self-Government Heparlment to 
include these suburban municipalities within the area of the town. 
Mr. Pugh also pointed out that there is im provision in -’ne Poll for the 
working by the Corporation of transport systt'm, or of other systems 
such as; lighting, gas, electricity, and I would urgoup(ni (lie attention of 
the Hon’hle Minister that loans may he raised for these puri)oses, and 
llic loans may be repaid out of the profits made out of the w«irkin‘>. In 
some cf the large municipalities in England there is provision for the 
municipal working of thovse systems. There should he provision in the 
Act for raising loans for such purposes. 

There are several other matters which interest, the cilizeiis of Cal¬ 
cutta, but if I were to tell the Council about them, it will take a great 
deal of time. I therefore request the Hon’ble Minister to take into con¬ 
sideration the several matters tliat T have mentioned, as they do affect 
the welfare of the citizens. 


Mr. H. A. STARK I This Council has had hut little time to consider 
and discuss the principles of the Bill, and I <loul>t whetlKu- the members 
of the Council have had time to consult the constituencies whose views 
and wishes they are required to voice. The text of the Bill has not been 
Jonc- in our hands. We have, however, been discussing it. It is only 
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proper that the larj^er circle outside this Council should have an oppor¬ 
tunity to examine its details. Communal representation and reseived 
seats on the inuni<-ii.al coumdl will doubtless be considered 
as the omission of certain constituencies and interests fmm the iiil as it 
now stands. J do not wish to say very much on the sub.iect mm, but it 
certain communities and interests are to be given reserved seats, 1 claim 
that the same privilege should he given to my community, most <>1 whom 
are paving municipal rates and taxes. There is not, however, much to 
bo gained by a di.scussion in this Chamber to-day. I therefore support 
the motion that the Bill ho circulated to elicit public opinion. 

Mr. W. R. RAE: 1 support the resolution before the Hou.se. that the 
Bill be cnculated tor approval. 1 am glad tbat that is all we are 
upon to-dav to decide, and I trust the members (»f the House, parli(m%. 
the Muhammadan members will not vote against the resolution simply 
hec-ause the Bill does not provide for communal electorates, wln< h they 
so earnestly and unitedly desire. I have followed the speeches which 
have been made so far very .•losely, and undoubtedly this (lueslion ofthe 
Mvihammudau electorate overshadows ail else in the Bill. 1 am 
strongly impressed with the unanimity and the apparent sincen v of he 
demand by the Muhammadans for their own electorate, and I fee that 
this demai'id must be most carefully and most sympatbetically consukred. 
So far ar I have heard not a single Muhammadan has spoken in tavi.ur 
of a general electorate for the Muhammadan members, except perhaps 
Dr Hassan Suhrawardv and he will only accept it if the numher is raised 
from 13 to 20 and he will he lucky B' he gets it. 1 have decided, theretore 
in tile meantime, to keep an oikui mind on the subject, and when the time 
(Muues to vote. I will at h-ast be able to .say that I have honestly and 
fairlv considered the (lue.stion. As the speeches so far have lu-inciiniliy 
dealt with the subject of Muhammadan representation, very few ot the 
speakers have referrt'd to any of the many important matters in the 
Bill. I think 1 may safely fake it that the Bill generally meets with 
approval. In this <*onnection, 1 wumid just like to grutetully acknowledge 
the debt we all owe to Mr. Payne for the tremendous trouble and real 
hanl work lliat be lias juit into this Bill. I am i-ompclled, however, to 
enter an emphatii- pr.itest against the rejection of the Cuhmtta CoriMira- 
tion’s proposal to include Co.ssipore-(3iitpur Mauiktalla, Garden Ileaeh 
and other outlying areas in the Bill, as within the limits of Calcutta and 
I am totally unable to aecepfor even appreciate tbe Hon’ble Munster’s 
reasons given in his speech. It appears that the chairmen and vice- 
ehainnen of these municipalities were inviteil to a conference and they 
assured the Hon’ble Minister that they and their constituents were 
opposed to the change, and consequently the proposed inclu.sion of these 
areas within the municipal limits of Calcutta has been rejected. I think 
tbat the Hon’bie Minister in this matter has shown, for him, a most 
unusual lai-k of courage. Tlie opposition of the local officials and their 
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himself has told us that the inclu.sion of the sxibui bs, within the municipal 
area in 1888, gave rise to some little agitation, but that the boon was 
soon recognised. It is a matter of c<inmion history everywhere that 
proposals to extend the boundaiics of a great city are always opposed 
by the officials oi the areas proposed lt> be iuinexed, but sxicli petty 
opiwsition must not be allow'ed to stand in the way of the growth of 
Calcutta, the premier city in the East and the second city in the bbnpire, 
and of which we are all so proud. When the Bill comes to be discussed 
in detail this questitJii must be tlioroughly fought out. 

With regard to the increase in the number of the members of the 
Corporation from 50 to 80, 1 suppose we must accept the propi)sal, 
although, personally. I regret il, for in my oi)iiii(m, the luiger the 
the more unwieldy it is, and more inefficient it becomes; “ in a 
mulrhude of councillors there 1s not always wisdom. ’ 

I admit the many deficiencies and shortcomings of the pwseni 
municipal Act, but it was a good working Aii, and niiicli good work has 
been done for the city since its inception. It was born at a \ime when 
“ efficiency ” was the watchword, and the changes which were earned 
out, were dictated by that consideration and that consideration alone. 
Now th <5 watchword of the present generation is “self-deteriuinuiion” 
and when the changes that are being made, are l)eing dictated by 
a desire for popular self-government, and by that alone. 1 would ask 
the tVmncil to rememlier at the same time the great need for eflicterny 
if the services of the (dty are to be proijerly and satisfactorily canied 
ont. 

With these words, 1 sii])port the motion that the Bill be circulated 
for public opinion. 


Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: I congratubde the llAn'ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea on tlie introdiiclion of the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill. Tlie memory of llie agitation, wliicli convulsed Calcutta mi the 
occasion of the passing of (he existing Calcutta Municiinil Act. in the 
teeth of non-official opposition with a view to (uitail the civic, freedom 
of the citizens of Calcutta, has not faded in spit(‘ of the lajise of time. 
The Ilon'hle Minister has told us in a voice tliat is still ringing in our 
ears that his faith in the ullinuite triumph of tlie ])iimiples of local 
self-government never for.sook him amidst the darkness and despair of 
defc^at. The ways of Providence are inscrutable, and it has been left to 
vSir Surendra Nath Banerjea to introduce the new Bill and demolish the 
fabric which was reared up by the unrelenting hands of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, and lay the fuundaliim of a new edifice wliich he justly 
charnidoriaes as the temple of civic freedom in Calcutta. 


It appears that considerable heat has been introduced into the dtdatc 
over the question of communal repre.sentalion. It Was a misfortune to 
U.S to listen io the speech of-Mr. Nasim Ali last eveying, which 1 am 
1 _wi wtis (umceived in a vein least expected from him. As 
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regards communal representation tlie principle is recognised that 
Muhammadans are entitled to sejwrate representation; that right has 
i)een conceded so far as representation in the Bengal Council is concerned. 
No one disputes that proposition for one single moment, but so far as 
1 can gather from tile si)ee<thes which it has been my privilege to listen 
to, it transjiires that there is a consensus of opinion among Muhammadans 
against the system of mixed electorates. Well, this is a matter in wdiich 
it is necessary and desirable in all conscience that Muhammadan feelings 
and sentiments ougiit to be respected. It appears from the Bill that 
while a separate mixed electorate for the reiiresentation of Muhammadan 
interests has been provided, no separate electorate has at all been 
provided for the Hindu community. In the Bill, as it stands, in wards 
like (’olofttolla, where the Muhammadans jiredominate, 4 seats hove 
provided. Under this system of mixed electorates the door will re-’^iiin 
open to Muhammadans not only to 13 seats, but a good deal more. If 
the system of mixed electorates is not regarded by the Muhammadans as 
a boon, do not for heaven’s sake, thrust it upon them. I am hero as the 
representative of a special electorate. You ('an easily understand my 
embarrassment when my views are against conmuiiial representation of 
classes. My friend, Bubu Amulya Dhone Addy, yesterday, on the analogy 
of the procedure which is followed in the matter of Council'election, has 
made a demand on behalf of the Bengal Naticmul (.’hamber of Commerce. 
It is only natural that he should do so, coming, as he does, from the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. He has also advoc-ated the 
cause of th»^ Marwari Association, but he has omited to mention the 
claims of the Bengal Mahajan Sabha which I have the honour to represent. 

1 do mtt for a moment suggest that the omission was intentional, but I 
say this, and say it deliberately, that although I am here as a representa¬ 
tive of In^liun commerce through a si>ecial electorate, the same principle 
should not govern the case of elections to the (kuporation of ('alcuttu 
hecuuvse I cannot forget for one moment that Calcutta is not Bengal; hut 
if, us a matter of fai't, (communal representatiiui in tlie case of the 
('ommercial community is conceded, I shall be the first person to advocate 
the claims of the Bengal Mahajan Sabha in this respect. I am against 
communal representation for this reason. I find several speakers 
advocating the cause of the Marwari community. What is there to 
prevent the Parsis from making a demand for separate representation? 
What is there to prevent the Chinese, the Bhatias and other communities 
from advancing their claims for separate representation? It will be the 
turn of’the Indian Christians next. My friend, the representative of 
Labour, baa already advanced a claim on behalf of the labouring classes. 
If this is conceded, I do not know where the matter will end. 

With regard to the provisions of the Bill, it is gratifying to know 
that the luimber of commissioners has been increased from 50 to 80 out 
of which nine-tenths are to he eleett'd and three-fourths by the general 
ele('torate. Surely, this is a distinct step towards democratising the 
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Corporation of Calcutta and we are gnvteiul to Sir Sureiuira Nath 
Banerjea for this step. 

I find that the question of adulteration has been dealt with in this 
Bill. It is a question of great importance and it is a pity that sufticient 
attention has not been given to a question of tliis kind. I find from 
the statement of objects and reasons that the {piestion of food adultera¬ 
tion has been dealt with in a more comprehensive manner tban hitherto. 
The definition of adulteration has l)een inserted in claus(‘ Jl, but I ask 
this House seriously to consider, whether it would stop adulteration by 
merely widening the definition of the word adulterutum. Lav from it. 

If you will turn your eyes to the <dm})ter on penalties, you will find that 
only a maximum fine oi Its. 200 has been provided I'or the ^ offence of 
Ndulteration. Will that be sufficient to stop iidulieralion? It is my 
fi?^.onviction that it will not. I bad occasion to ask one of the ghee 
nierch!int.s, after the introduction of the Bengal (Ihce Adulteration A<it, 
as to what they would do now that adulteration had been penalised under 
the Act. He said that it would not deter liim at all, for the very simple 
reason that the offence had been penalised with a fine and a fine which 
was nothing but a flea-bite t.i him. lie said that be was making 
Us. 10,000 from adulteration and what did it matter to him if he had to 
pay only Us. 200 as fine. 1 appeal to Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea to 
consider the (pie.stion of penalty for the offence of adulteration. Unle.ss 
a penalty oi imprisonment at the discretion of the Magistrate for an 
offence of adulteration is provided, I regret to point out that adultera¬ 
tion will not cease. You might remember the occasion when some pro¬ 
minent citizens of Calcutta waited in deputation on Ifi.*^ Kxcellency the 
(Jovernor of Bengal when he issued an ordinance for stopping the 
adulteration of ghee, as an emergent measure. 'I’liat ordinance us is 
well known to many of u.s failed to achieve the object for which it was 

promulgated. _ „ , , . p • 

There is another question, the question of ahalenient of miisanecH. 

Kvery one knows to what an extent the people of Calcutta are being 
displaced on aci^ount of the inroads of the Cub-uita Improvement Irust. 
The fact is equally well known to many of the mtizens of (Calcutta that 
it is bonevcombed with insanitary hu.stre.'^, factories emitting smoke, 
daloolas infested with rats and all that. My snbnnssion to the. House 
is this that more drastic provisions shouhl he mtvodmed in the Bill loi 
the purpose of abatement of nuisances. Imagine the nature of nuisances 
committed by these dulgolns in Calcutta. It is impossible for the people 
in the neighbourhood to hear the du.st which e.omes out of these dalijolas. 
I had occasion to invite the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 

to visit one of these places. He frankly confessed- 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to a point of order. 

MINISTER in chargo of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Baner|oa): Are 
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The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You must speak on the principles of 
the Bill. 

Mr, TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I object to my friend addressing me 
dii-ect. If he wants to rise U> u point of order he must address the Chair. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I did not address him direct, 
but I addi-essed the Deputy-President and rose to a point of order. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: In view of what has fallen from the 
lIon4)le Mr. Mitter 1 do not like to detain the House any longer. 

With tliese words, I support the motion of 8ir Surendra Nath 
Jhinerjea for cin ulation of the Bill. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: I shall be failing in my 
at the outset, I do not congratulate the llou’ble Minister in charge for 
liis successful introduetiun of the present Bill in the Council. No one 
here can gainsay that the present Bill is a great improvement on the Act 
of 1899. All credit is due to those who have betui responsible for its 
production. 

But, though we consider the Bill as a wh(de sati.sfac.tory, yet there 
are salient points, points of vital importance to our community, which 
no right-iniuded Mo.slem, who has the interest of his community and of 
the future of India at heart, can acquiesce in. 

We are quite in agreement with those provisions of the Bill which 
lower tlie (lualitit'ation of a voter and tluis throws open the dot>r of fran- 
(rhise to a large number of men. We also appreeiaie the raising of 
tlie number of councillors and also the curtailment of Government 
nominations as these might be objected to as tending to interfere with 
the eftic-iency cjf the Corjioralion, hut in order to demoerati.se and popu¬ 
larise local self-governing institutions this has been devised. Some of 
our members have objected to the non-incliisum of the Cossipore, Tolly- 
gunge, and Maiiiktalia Municipalities in the municipal bounds of 
(tahuitta. Speaking for myvSelf, I would say that as the Hon’hle Minis- 
t('r has given us to understand that the inhabitants of these parts are 
against the iiudusion, the time is not opportune to thru.st the boon of 
the Calcutta Corporatiim on them. The reservation of a number of seats 
for the Bengal (.Uiamber of Commerce, for the Calcutta Trades Associa¬ 
tion, and for the Port Commissioners has our heartiest approval. The 
magnituile of interests which they control must have separate 
representation. But the (vnix of the whole situation lies in the repre- 
s.mtation of Miilianinuidans on the Corporation. There are three 
courses open to safeguard the interest of Muhammadans : one is'by allow¬ 
ing the Muhammadan community communal repre.sentation, another by 
, earmarking a number of .st'ats in the Corporation to wbicb the members 
cun be returned by a mixed electorate, and the third by .Government 
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Of Government nomination the less saiil, the heiter. The stronjrest 
plea that has been ur^red by the Hon’ble Minister in support of earmark¬ 
ing a number of seats to be returned by a mixed electorate has been tiiat 
communal representation acts adversely to the interest of a future 
united India. There the Moslems as a body take their stand on conunu- 
nal representation, as evident in the formation of the present Council. 
And who with a knowledge of the past as well as of the present can 
say that the present attitude of the Muhammadans is inexpedient and 
irrational? I know that another argument is to the efft'et that by 
allowing Mubammadaiis to be returned by a mixed elecdnraie yon shut 
the gates against the TThidu extremists who fonn the majority. It 
shut the gates against the Muhammadan extremists, but ^ymMytnx sluit 
Niil gates against the Hindu extremists who form the majority? If 
(io?S-iiment nomination is bnd, eannarking or election by a ^mixed 
cicctoiaie is worse. Here* the nominees are under the thumb of (ioveili- 
ment, but there they are under the control of the mixed electorate and 
have more tlie interests of the mixed electorate at heart than the com- 
muniiv whom they are supposed t(» represent. 'I'he Muhammadans, as 
a community, who, we can say, with few or no exceptions, have always 
jircsscd for the re(‘ognition of emninunal represenialioii pure and simple, 
as a working devise to safeguard their rights in the transitional periml 
towards the united Indian nationhood. Tlie dawn of Moslem inililic 
life begins from 190(1 when communal representation was recognised 
by the Morley-Minio Government. 

It is no use waxing eloquent on the ideal—for the present the golden 
dream of the Utopia of an united India, when among the different races 
and commuuitif's of the land no jarring note woul<l be heard, is far dis¬ 
tant. We all believe in the golden dream but it is a far cry to^Tmeknow. 
Ijct us look the facts square in the face. Let ns deal in the practical 
politics. We know, and even in the year of grace 1921. witness in the 
Calcutta Corporation bow the Mtislcm interests are safeguarded even 
at tlie hand.s of tlie venerable Minister in <-haige of I^ocal Self-Govern¬ 
ment. The Moslem nomination has been cut down fnmi the .startling 
figure of 4 to 3. This might be sought to be excused on the pica of 
oversight, but we know full well what that means. The Ilon'ble Minis- 
ier himself admit.s that Moslem interests are to be .safeguarded anyhow 
and it is for this that he has given us LT earmarked seats. If he had 
opposed almost all communal representation, that would have been 
good, that would have been more fair and more straightforward. Hut 
he wants to circumvent us. He wants to jilaeafe Moslem feelings, And 
at the same time so to manipulate- 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA HATH BANERJEA; I protest 
against the use of the word “ circumvent.*' 

the DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You ought to withdraw. 
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Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN! I withdraw, but it appears 
that Moslem interests are going to be manipulated in such a way that 
the inl,erests of the majority of the electors would be served and that 
only those Moslems as are in sympathy with the views of the ma.ionty 
would be returned; but what Moslems want are men who would repre¬ 
sent their vi('ws and who would safeguard their interests whether they 
be extremists or moderates. The member who would be returned by a 
mixed electorate will have to look to the favour of the voters of the 
majority even whcui he finds that their views—the views of the majority 
—are detrimental to the (tommuhity whom he is supposed to represent. 
My appeal to you is that if you grunt us special consideration, please 
also have the generosity to com-ede to us communal representation— 
please .allow ns to elec.t our members in whom we will have confidej^^ 
The ITiurble Minister in his address said that cuunmnnal represen^'ntion 
ifi the (hihaitta Corporation was something new. Well and good. If 
that is new, is not the present Council, is not the dual Government some¬ 
thing new? If it is something new, it has to be conceded in order to 
loc^i.ify a wrong that lias so long been done to the Muhammadan commu¬ 
nity in not giving adequate representation to it on the Calcutta Coipo- 

ration. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope that the member will bring 
his remarks to a c'lose as it is time to adjourn. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: On the above grounds, I protest, 
and protest strongly, against the election of Moslem representatives by 
a mixed electorate. This is a thin end of the wedge as adumbrated in 
that address of the non’ble Minister himself. The matter requires the 
most (uireful consideration. 'I’he gravity of the problem is enhaneed 
by the ccinsideration that if it is adopted in the Calcutta C/Orporation, 
it will have to be extended to the mufassal municipalities and local 
bodies. If we concede th«' principle now, it would be used against us 
10 years lienc^e when the Governineut of India Act is to be revised. Ho 
not oui' European and Anglo-Indian friends who sympathise with us 
realise this? In the end, on behalf of the Muhammadans, I thank those 
of our Hindu friends who have had the foresight and large-mindedness 
to uc^hnowledge that the interests of Muhammadans should be safe¬ 
guarded. It is in their friendliness, it is in their sense of justice 
and sympathy that we disc'ern a silver lining in the gloom of a distracted 
and disvinited India. 

• At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: I regret that it has not yet 

, b(‘en pcjssible for me to do full, justice to the not very small-sized Bill 
that is now before the House and, consequently, I did not desire at 
firar f.-. fnVa ontf r>Qvf in tbia dobftte nt lenfit fit. t.hi.Q »t.A<ye nf the Bill. 
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But after listening to some speecheM made yesterday in this Counoil 
and wat<*hing the unnecessary heat introduced, 1 feel an almost irresist¬ 
ible desire to make only one or two observations. 

But l>ef(>re I do so, I feel it my duty to join my voice in the general 
chorus of congratulations sh()wered upon the Ilon’ble Minister for 
Local Self-tiovernment for the whole-hearted energy with which he has 
thrown himself into the subject, for the very excellent spetn-h he deli¬ 
vered while introducing the Bill the other day, and lor the labArions 
and anxious care with which he has now been waichitig the proceedings. 

Ceming to the question of communal representation, which i.s now jier- 
' haps uj)pei’most in the minds of the nnunbers of this (^nincil, 1 think it 
' is unfortunate that an attempt should be made now to deny lhe*Muhain- 
iu.^.''J^s that method of representation, which even the authors of what 
is genSially described as the Moniford Keport have been (“onstrained to 
grant them. And yesterday’s discussion clearly demonstrates how*inore 
unfortunate it is likely to be in case that attempt is persisted in. 

Let us sec what are the’^rguinenta against communal representation. 
The Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Gt>vernment said while introducing 
this Bill— 

We are Isero to onsuro the success of the Reforms, to secure complete self-Koveni- 
mciit culminatinf>:, as I hope in the fulness of time, in the upbuilding of a unitoc! 
Indian nationality. If tliis bo the riglit conception of onr fundamental duty here 
and 1 cannot think that it could be otherwise, then it is obvious that it is incumbent 
upon us to resist any proposal which may interfere with the growth of Jndiati 
nationhood. 

I want to make it absolutely clear that I wdiole-heariedly associate 
myself with “ this right conception of our fundamental duty.” Bui I 
respectfully differ from him when he says to the effe(;t that communal 
representation i-etards the growth of Indian nationhood in view' of tlie 
circum.stanc-efl obtaining at pre.sent in India. On the contrary, 1 firmly 
believe that to deny communal repre.sentaiion to Muhammadans w’ill be 
to seriously jeopardise the sucet'iss of the Reforms and thus to delay 
the dav of complete self-government, w'hich is certainly the (u)inmon aim 
of all of us assembled here. It is not unknown to any member of tin's 
Council that the Congress and the Moslem League, tw'o very well- 
known political associations of India, have set their seal on communal 
representation. May I ask—Did they do it with the aim of retarding 
the grow'th of Indian nationhood? Or are w’e to believe that the angle 
of vision which inspired the fanious imeknow Compac-,t has undergone 
a complete transformation owing to the last world-wide war or to kht? 
Washington Conference? In the second place, the llon’ble Minister 
for Local Self-Government a.sks— 

The member returned by the mixed electorates would enjoy the confidence of 
both Hindus and Muhammadans, and it is very obvious that he cannot be either a 
Hindu or a Muhammadan extremist, for any element of fanaticism would deprive 
bim of the votes of the one or other section of bis electors. Do you want extremists 
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or nion of modcralo views in the Calcutta Corporation, men who would make our 
local bodies worthy adiuiicts to the Reformed Councils and suitable training 
ground, for the future legislators of the Province? I^t the Council answer. 

This part of the Hon’ble Minister’s speech reminds me of a similar 
one made hy Lord Curzon in the House of lionls while criticising the 
Indian llcforms of 190!). In connection with the appointment of a mem¬ 
ber on the Viceroy’s Kxeentive Council His Lordship observed— , 

If ho is a Hindu, will he have the <»iifidence of Muhammadans, if ho is a Myhani- 
madan will ho have the cx>nfidenw of Hindus? No, in either case-, ho will not. 

following this trend of peculiar lt>gio, His Ijordship concluded that in. 
these ciiTiunstaiH-es Hindus and Muhammadans would be better repre¬ 
sented by one who is neither a Hindu nor a Muhammadan. The Hon’ljil^ 
Minister’s avgniiicnt. as (luoted above, if logically pursued, woi^fTstt 
point to the same etVec.t, for we cannot have a member trusted by Muham¬ 
madans alone nor a member trusted by Hindus alone. 

But speaking seriously, T would answer the Iloh’ble Minister’s 
question by saying that 1 for one would like to have in the (’orporation 
that kind of men who would i-^uue to it with clear and unmistakable 
maiuhitcs. Mixed electiuates certainly do not guarantee this. On the 
other hand mixed electorates create that reprehensible iiientality as is 
seen in a man who is to serve two masters willi different views and 
ideas. At one tin>e he abuses the one master and prsiises the other and 
vice rersd. It is desirable that this reprehensible mentality should no 
longer be encouraged. 

An opinion of the illustrious authors of what is generally deserilH'd 
us (he Mont ford lleport has been fre(piently quoted. That opinion is 
contained in the sentence— 

We regard any system of c-ommunal electorates, therefore, a.s a very serious 
hiiidrunco to the development of the self-governing principle. The evils of any 
extension pf the system are plain. 

But those Ilon’ble Members who rely too much {)n this opinion for¬ 
get that the same statesjnan, in spite of those utterances, practically 
granted communal reprcs(>ntation everywhere—in Bengal, Madras, 
Bombay, and so on. What does this prove? In the next place, those 
w’ho quote that opinion forget to (piote another opinion in the same 
paragraph (2dl of the Montftwd Report) which runs— 

Much as wo regret the necessity, the present system (i. e., communal representn- 
tion) mtist bo maintained until conditions alter even at the price of slower progress 
towards the realisation of a common citiaenship. 

Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur gives a catalogue of the arguments 
against communal representation as found in the Moijtagu-Chelmsford 
Report. I fancy, that members of this Council co\ild have been very 
well spared the copy-book maxims and ill-suited plausibilities oi that 
verbose piece of political literature especially in view of the jEact that 
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the samp illustrious state.sman practioally granted coinmiinal repre¬ 
sentation almost cTorywhere in spite of their doctrinaire arguments. 
The Eai Bahadur denies communal representation to Muhammadans, 
although he is willing to give it to the Marwari community. I confess 
that I have failed in reconciling this apparent contradiction. 


It appears to me that nuuh irrelevance has been indulged in owing 
to the forgetfulness of the purpose and aim of representafiun. The aim 
of representation is undoubtedly to make the institutions concerned 
based on the popular will. If that is so. how cun it be beat attained 
except by allowing all predominant classes and sections to choose their 
owm representatives? The Muhammadans have (dccted to prefer corn¬ 
eal representation to other kinds of representation. And to my mind 
thnWlkfistion ought to end here. 

I agT€?l!^ith a previous speaker when he says that Hindn-MnsleA 
unity is w-mlS^^^’rving. But I submit that -friendshij) or unity is 
a reciprocal ter^rl^^^^Nufe desire the friendsliip of Muhammadans, it 
will only he possible not by sweet words, not by copy-book maxims, 
indifferently quoted and unhappily ap]died. not by the display «if inteK 
lectual jiv jitm in the shape of falla<-ious plausibilitit's, not by pnifuse 
(luotations from illustrious authors and statesmen, whose knowledge of 
India is »){ nec^essity meagre and indifferent and who would do well to 
revise their judgments in the light of ours, however eminent they may be 
in the political arena. This friendship will be possible by unmistakable 
and practi(!al action, which is the only true index of the inner mind 
working within. The Oouncil is faced with this (piestion. Does it 
want to do justice to the Muhammadans? Let it face the question 
squarely. But it may be that to some an appeal in the name of abstract 
justice might serve as a very feeble spring of af firm. Lven such gentle¬ 
men. if thei-e be any, to whom an appeal in the name of justice is a 
feeble spring of aedion, cannot ignore the all-convincing fart that any 
attempt to deny justice to the Muhaiinnadans in a province like Bengal, 
where they fhrm 52 per cent, of the pop\jlation, and in a Council consti¬ 
tuted as it is, is fraught with immense dangers and mischief and is 
bound to fail. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am extremely sorry that 
we have not been able to follow the advice, so nicely expressed by my 
friend, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, that we should not at tins time 
discuss the preliminaries of the Bill at such length. We got an assur¬ 
ance from him that both the Hindu and Muh'arnmadan rnembers of 
Oovernmeht in the Executive Council as well as in the Ministry would 
join hands in bringing alwut a reconciliation with regard to the di.sputcd 
point. At the outset, I must say that T fully sympathise with my • 
Muhammadan friends when they apprehend that in 4he event of com- 
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awkwai'd position. I express my sympathy with that sentiment hut 
I do not like to express my opinion on the point. If I am convince 
they really want it for safeguarding their interests, I should say, By a 
means have it.” But at the same tune, if it is necessary that for develop¬ 
ing our nationhood it should not he adopted hut that a 
should he asked to elect members of different communities to the Corpo.a- 
tion in friendly co-operation, I would ask my Muhammadan friends to 
think over the matter and say whether the attitude of opposition which 
they are now taking is the correct one or not. I certainly-do not sympa¬ 
thise with Mr. Nasim Ali (I do not see him here; he is perhaps absent to- 
dav). 1 Inive no .sympathy with the .sentiments expressed by him, and 
I can safely dismiss him altogether from my mind and ask my 
also not to think of him. I am a pleader and he, too, is a member o|JM 
same prol.-ssimi, and 1 do not know if we can attack 6ur adversar^-ilght 
attd left without reasoning or showing any reason why we shcaid do so. 

I do not know to whom he has lent his services—whethe^h’Mhe friends or 
to the enemies of Indian nationhood—hut I certp;..ay 'Uo not think that 
he does not want SM'araj or the tteformed Council either, if there he no 
Meparate electorate to safeguard the interests of the Muhammadans. My 
idea ia that the scheme has been conceived in a great statesmanlike 
spirit and embodies ibe principle that representatives of different com- 
inunities should he elected by a mixed electorate. This Bill is a Bill 
entirely for local bodies and is the first of its kind to be introduced in 
the first Tteformed Council. This will be a guiding principle for intro¬ 
duction in otlier local btidies also. TVe must remember that in Bengal 
60 per cent, of the population are Muhammadans on the whole and m 
the Eastern and Nortlieni districts Muhammadans preponderate. Again, 
in the Bajshahi district from which I come, the porportion of Muham¬ 
madans is about 85 per cent. The Hon’ble Minister who has devoted 
his whole life to the work of nation-building knows full well the risk he 
is running and in what a serious position he is placing the Hindus in the 
Eastern utid Northern districts by the denial of communal representation 
to them, for apparently no means has been adopted to safeguard the 
interests of the minority there; if it be argued that the principle of 
separate electorate should be introduced for the benefit of Muhammadans, 
it may he equally contended that other communities too are entitled to 
the same privilege. Our esteemed leader knows fully well what the 
situation in Eastern Bengal is. He has taken a great risk in introducing 
this element into the Calcutta Municipal Bill and, I think, it is worth a 
trial; should it ensure harmonious working between the two communities, 
both of them should accept it. But if, on the contrary, it is not to our 
advantage we might give it up. The Congress-Moslem League did not 
think of the local bodies; they thought of the Provincial Councils and 
the Indian Legislative Assembly. The same thing is also in the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report. To my mind it is proper thqt we ought to 
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attempted that both the communities should think of the national ad i - 
tages and disadvantages and should oet in fnendly terms. But if, reu y, 
there is an apprehension as has been expressed by some of my Muham¬ 
madan friends that the Bill will bring into play canvassing and racial 
pi-eiudices, we should avoid it. But we should wait for public opinion 
to be given on the Bill; the opinion of the Moslem lieague, the Congress 
and other public bodies. We should remember that we have not the 
monopoly of sanity of thought limited to us—a body of 139 members. 
Why sliould we be impatient? Why should we not wait. 1 think we 
should approach this question with an open mind. In this connection 1 
cannot help quoting from the Montagu-Chelmsford Report:—1 hey 

conclude unhesitatingly that the history of self-government among the nations 
whJ^li^oped it and spread it through the world, is decisively against the admis¬ 
sion by tlSfitate of any divided allegiance; against the State’s arranging its piom, 
hers in any wS^jl^h encourages them to think of themselVes primarily as citizens 

of any smaller 

Later on they agamsff^r 

Division by creeds and classes moans the creation of political camps organised 
against each other, and teaches men to think as partisans and not as citizens; and 
it is difficult to see how the change from this system to national representation is 
ever to occur. The British Government is often accused of dividing men in order to 
govern them. But if it unnecessarily divides them at the very n»*™ent then it pro- 
fesses to start them on the road to governing themselves it will hnd it difficult to 
meet the charge of being hypocritical or short-sighted. 

This is the view expressed by men of ripe judgment. If in practical 
politics we find that ab.sence of communal repiesentation is not suited 
to us but for the development of Indian nationhood separate electorate 
is necessary, let us have it by all means, but let us wait for public 
opinion. What I say is that we should proceed with an open mind ami 
not say at this singe whether this should he done or this should not he 
done ' All I do sav is that it is a very important Bill and it is really :i 
triumph of the public demand of taking an effeidive part in the municipal 
administration of the city. This Bill should not he rejected at the out- 
set. I was pained to find the other day that some of the Muhammadan 
members objected to its introduction even! It is admitted on all hands 
that the improvement of the existing law is indispensable. There may 
be defects. I do not mean to say that it is perfect in every respect, hut 
let us see how the public accept it, and then the matter will be referred 
to the Select Committee and will finally come back to us again fm* dis¬ 
cussion for enactment into law. We have ample time to con.yder the Bill 
afterwards In the end I cannot help congratulating the Hon ble 
Minister on tJie excellent Bill which he has brought forward. 

Mr AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: It was not my intention to take any 
part in the debate on the Municipal Bill. It is a subject -with which I 
am not familiar but the trend of the diBcuasion obUses we to make some 
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great deal has been said with reference to this subject Every one 
Lows that communal representation is not a desirable thing, 
never existed inf England in Parliamentary election and so far as 1 
know the framers of the recent political Reforms did not at first a^ee 
to accept the principle, but for reasons which are familiarto all, and which 
I need not repeat here, they at last, with considerable hesitation 
accepted it. At the present moment we are steering to our political 
goal “ stolf-governnient ” and this goal can only be attained if we p 
our energies together and drive forward. It is a pity thus to dissipa e 
our energies in quarrels and in useless recrimination over the subject of 
communal representation. If we accept the princip e of communal 
representation, a division between the Hindu and the Muhanimi^ 
communities will be inevitable, and our political progress will 
deroil, if not altogether jeopardised. I am here because I y.rVe the 
lleff.nns will lead uh to democracy. Let us not jeopardise accept- 

ing ill municipal matters a principle which might e«ocf,V.hdical division 
between Ilindiis and Miihamimulans. I iiiiit^'- .lie difiicult position 
of the Mllhamniadaii community in Calcutta. I admit that Muham¬ 
madans find it extremely difficult to get into the Corporation. A very 
largo proportion of the votes are in the hands of the Hindus, and the 
fact remains that Muhammadans do not-stand mucli cliance of p:eitmg m o 
the Corporation through the ordinary cliannels of election. But I sisk 
this question in all seriousness—(Jannot adeciuate representation for 
Muhammadans he pnivided for in the. CoriKiration without havuifr 

redourse to tin* system of communal electorate? t have no ohjection 
if they capture one-third or even half the number of seats in the Corpora¬ 
tion throuKdi the medium of a mixed electorate, hut let them not employ 
the miMchievoiis system of communal electorates for the attainment of 
their object. I fiwlv admit that the Muhammadans have a right to be 
represented in the Calcutta Corporation by their own men. This brings 
me lo another point. At present the distribution of municipal votes is 
extremely defective; I have always considered it so. The Calcutta 
Corporation is yi the hands of rich men. It is impossible for any one 
to be ele(ded into that body without the assistance of rich men. I am 
of opinion that the principle of democracy as expressed by the phrase, 
‘‘one man, one vote” should be adopted in municipal election. 

Mr. D. G. CHOSE: It is in the Bill. 


Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; 1 may be under a misapprehension. 
I- have not had an opportunity of carefully considering the Bill. 

BabuSURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order. Can 
a member mislead the speaker. The words in the Bill are—one voter, 
one vote. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: The Bill contenplates.that a pterson, 





1921.] CALCtJtTA MtJNICIPAL BILL. 


469 


particular ward; but if he has properties in all the wards ho can have 
as many as 25 votes. I say that in no circumstances should a person 
be given more than one vote. Let the principle of one man, one vote 
be applied. The great preponderance of Hindu over Muhammadan votes 
which exists to-day will in a large measure diminivsh. 

Then as to the voting (pialification. This has been reduced from 
Hs. 24 to Its. 12. That will bring in a vei*y laige number of Muham¬ 
madan voters—I do not know exactly how many, for no cahmlrftion has 
been made and figures have not been worked out—but the great advant¬ 
age that the Hindus have to-day over the Muhammadans in voting 
strength will certainly diminish. (A voice; Without reference to rates 

MrSupY CHUNDER DUTY: The fact of the voting (lualificai 
tioiis haviri!W|ien reduced will also tiperato in favour of the Muham¬ 
madan (^omuninlj|j|||fc|^^ principle of “one man, one vote,” has been 
accepted by the Government of India Act. It is a princi¬ 

ple which is vepy equitableaitll there is no reas(m why it should not be 
applied in municij>al elections. If by the application of this principle we 
find that the voting .strength of the Mnhammadun and Hindu communi¬ 
ties has been more or less ecpiali.sed, I feel sure that the claim for com- 
umnal elertorate.s, which is so strongly pressed to-duy, will be abandoned. 
It i.s a very mischievous principle. Wo do not know where the prin- 
(‘iple w’ill lead us to. Wliat will i)revent the otljor coTniminities from 
demanding the privilege? There are many .lews, Armenians, and 
Marwaris and Bliatias in Calcutta—they will ccime foi wa?d and say that 
we want .separate representation. If we give tihe Muhannnadau thi.s 
privilege, they can equally ask for the .same iind you canfioi rgsist their 
claim. Once the principle of communal electorates is ac(;ej)ted, there 
is lu) reascjii why it should not be extended to the rural a*eas also. A 
great division w'ill in that mse be instantly effected lutween the Hindus 
and Muhammadans. ScKually, we are already divided, why extend that 
dividing line into the field of politics? The European community have 
not at present communal repre.sentation, but if the principle i.s accepted, 
I should not be surprised if they should agibile and put forward a claim 
for it. For these rea.sons, I submit, that the principle of coinmiuial 
representation should not be accepted on any account. 


Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We have heard a long"discus¬ 
sion on this subject from yesterday. We heard the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 
Hitter say .to-day that the subject matter of the Bill would be considered 
at lengtli later on, and w'e need not discuss its provisions at such length 
- now. 

Now one. point strikes me. We heard Rai Lli;. Haridhan Dutt 
UoTiodiir sfiv vesterdav that in the oast some 8 or 9 Muhammadan membera 
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succeeded iu becoming ele(;ted*as commissionerB of the Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion at each election, but later on only one or two could get into it, and 
in the present year there is not a single Muhammadan elected as commis¬ 
sioner in the Corporation. The conclusion that one naturally draws 
from this state of affairs is that before the controversy—the Hindu- 
Moslem controversy took an acute form—there was not much difficulty in 
getting good Muhammadan representatives elected to the Corporation. 
This unfortunate Hindu-Moslem controversy had its origin during 
the partition agitation in Bengal. From that time the cleavage between 
the Hindus and Muhammadans is growing wider and wider from day to 
day and it would be to the interests both of the Hindus and Muham- 
mudaiis, or rather for the interests of the growing Indian nationhood]^ 
this cleavage were set at rest. We know that men like Sir Badm^ 
Hyder and others used to be returned to the Corporation year a^^year; 
-in fact he was in the Corporation for nearly 20 years. D^yj^ihiniddin 
Ahmed was also in the Corporation for a long tiine~J;,T-.ly refer to the 
baneful effect of (communal representation from of view of the 

growth of Indian nationality. One spenk^ii^uused the Hon’ble Minister 
for not giving adequate heed to the interests of the'Muhammadans. 
Many of us who attended the Congress movement in the past know with 
what delight our venerable Minister used to hail any one of the Muham¬ 
madan community who would come and join the Congress. It was he, 
who tried to infuse into the Muhammadans an eagerness, a zest for nation¬ 
al life, and if anyone accuses him for not giving due heed to the interests 
of the Muhammadan community, I think he is guilty of making a traves¬ 
ty of facts. I submit that so much heat, as was in evidence yesterday, 
should not have come iu at this stage of our discussions and I would have 
been glad if I^^ould endorse the view exjnessed by Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy 
that there had been no heat in the discussions, but many of us remember 
the scene we had in the House yesterday. 

There is one thing. If we concede communal representation to 
Muhammadans are we to consider them as one community or are we to 
consider them divided as Sheahs and Sunnis? We had a controversy of 
this nature in Lucknow sometime bach. If we are to grant communal 
representation to the Muhammadans wdiy should we not give it to the 
Vaishnabs, Shaktas, Jainas, Brahmos, etc.? All of us know that 
Brahmos and the orthodox Hindus were at daggers drawn in the past, 
but the classification of Brahmos and orthodox Hindus into one class as 
“Hindu” has tended to unite the non-Muhammadans in India. 

. Now, if we do not divide our people according to the faith that they 
adopt, if wo take them together, then we develop an Indian nation which 
would be an admiration for the whole world. If I am permitted to say so 
the word “Hindu” or rather “Hindusim” includes into its broader aspect 
all different forms of religion in the world. Of course, time will show 
that. If we analyze all the different faiths accepted by the Hindus, we 

..1.1. ii... i :i. /ItTrot'iroTif •fai+Vjo imdAr TTitidnism. 


491 


1921.] CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 

But it is no place to discuss about all these things and I would only say 
this, that if we gave up this controversy about separate communal 
representation of Hindus and Muhammadans, we would solve a great 
problem, a problem, tlie solution of which, ii' delayed much longer, would 
ruin the growth of Indian nationalism. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I congratulate the Hon’ble Min¬ 
ister in charge of Local Self-Government on the introduction of this 
measure. It must be admitted that a good deal of statesmanship, 
thoroughness and foresight has been displayed in the Bill that he has 
introduced. We, the Muhammadans, have not the least objection to the 
circulation of the Bill, but we desire only to bring to the notice of the 
members the matter which is uppermost in our minds, so that a com- 
as has justly been appointed out by the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 
MitS^ay be arrived at, and that both the communities may have an 
opportunSly^setting aside their dif¥eiem-es and coming to a deliberate 
decision reganfcjft^^ problem. At the outset, some of the Hindu mem¬ 
bers said, “Whyo^l^^uhaTiiinadans demand their separate electo¬ 
rate?” I say„”Yes, the^hwt it.” I'or myself, I know that there are 
manv of my Hindu fiiends who are abler than ourselves to administer to 
our wants. As regards this special eleidorate, as has been pointed out 
by the Hou’hle Mover, Mr. Gladstone observed— 

Muni(:ij)al in.stitiitions are the seed-plots upon which uikI around which ur© dcvc- 
loiMsd those habits of thought and that temper of mind wliich constitute the noblest 
heritage of a nation. 

It is for this reason that we are hankering after it. The miuiiciptil 
institution is our preparing ground for enabling us to take a more respon¬ 
sible part in the swamj that is in our vision; it is the ground where we 
want to train ourselves. It is for this reason that we want our own men, 
not because the Hindus cannot represent our interest. If we do not 
have our own representatives, the result would be a drawback, which we 
find in some of the municipal institutions. Some of my friends must 
admit that because the Muhammadans have been lacking in education— 
whether it be a fault of the British Government or of the Muhammadans 
themselves—they have been lagging behind the Hindus. And the 
Hindus also find that the Muhammadans, owing to their backwardness in 
education, hinder them in the progre.ss which they would otherwi.sij have 
made. It is for this reason that we want to he more progressive so that 
we may be able to take our share in the administration of the country, 
whether as brothers or as partners, and help in the ultimate common good 
of the whole nation. 

To speak frankly, I may say that I have kept my mind open to vote 
thfs way or the other way. I would, however, put tlie facts before you 
and it would be for you to consider which way I should vote for. As the , 
proverb goes, “an ounce of fact is worth more than a ton of theory.” 
Babu Kishrtfi Mohan Chaudhuri, from whom I'have learnt many things 
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and to whom I owe much of my knowledge in municipal affairs, will 
himwlf admit that at the lu.st election an illiterate Muhammadan was 
elected, not by the Mubaiiiniadans themselves, nor by the Hindu com¬ 
munity* but, for certain interested motives, by one who got that man 
elected with the ultimate object of getting the Chairmanship. I would 
ask Kishori Babu to tell us the result. The result was that all of us found 
that the man who got that Muhammadan elected was a most unscinipul- 
ous man and that he ought not to get the Chairmanship. The illiterate 
man would not listen either to us, Muhammadans, nor to the Hindus, 
but he was entirely under the thumb of the Hindu gentleman who wanted 
llie ChairmaiiHhip. On the fatal day of the election the whole town was 
iionvulsed and the result was that wc, the 20 members, were divided 
ami half! Excepting tlie Hindu who wanted the Chairmanship 
united—at least the whole town was united and it was by aecidej^^?Ir an 
act of Providem;e that by the casting vote of the President t^j^^ituation 
was saved. We must acknowledge that our Hindu fiW^.oiave advanc¬ 
ed more than ourselves and they are the forerumy‘>^^ui]Ucipal affairs; 
and we therefore owe much to them. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I may remind my friend, 
Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, that there was official influence at tha bottom 
and the Hindu split created the feeling. . 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: Of course, I do not deny that ftVre 
was ofticiai influence! But we all know that we could not get the illiV 
rate man to our side in spite of all our efforts. He did not listen eithw 
to the Muhammadans or to the Hindus and was entirely under the thumb 
of tluit man who wanted to be (Chairman. My friends know that, in pie- 
fereiice to an educated Muhammadan, that illiterate Muhammadan was 
elected. H’hese are facts. We find that in the Calcutta University a con- 
lioversial (piestion arose out of the refu.sal of a Hindu professor to teach 
Muhammadan student.s in Sanskrit books. The Hindu professor flatly 
refused to do so and fancy a Hindu gentleman—if I remember aright— 
llai J)r. Chuni lial Bose Bahadur said that in an academical institution 
thei-e ought not to be any distinction whatsoever and that the Muhamma¬ 
dan ought to be taught Sanskrit. This matter was a subject for discus¬ 
sion then and it was brought before tbo Calcutta University Commission, 
wdiich took cognisance of the matter. Thus the Muhammadans have been 
.smarting under that treatment—that is that we were debarred from at¬ 
tending lectures on vSanskrit books. I must admit, however, that there 
are many Hindus who take a proper view of the wdiole affair. I myself 
admit that, although I come from a special electorate, without the help 
of my Hindu frieqd.*? w'ho came forward to my side, I would not have b®®*' 
successful. We, the Muhammadans, w'ho hanker after this special electo¬ 
rate, demand it because we have been smarting under those remarks. 
We are apprehensive that if we get the general electorate tjie right type 
of MiitiftuiTnfidftTJH in renresput mir cause will not he selected. While T 
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regret the fejreech pf Maulvi Nasiin Ali, I regret also that Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur said that he would not adinit that all of us, the - 
Muhammadans who are here, represent true Muhammadan interest. 

The Hon’ble Minister is always amenable to reason. Before I was 
elected a Member of the Local Self-Government. Committeo, the number 
of seats allotted to the Muhammadans was fixed at 11. I think that I 
was the first to point out to him that aicording to the triple formula 
which has already been referred to by the Hon’ble Minister and which 
was being marked in the mufassal the number should be fixed at 13 and 
he has accordingly given us 13 seats. AV'e are really thankful to him 
for this. 

'fbe venerable Minister is the leaden* of both <*oimminities anjl T think 
^^idanot apix'al to him in vain wlven T say that although wc approach 
thm^lfettcr from dift'erent points of view, he will give us a patient 
heariii^H^ear.” “ hear ”)- I think that the suggestion nuwle hy 
the lIonTd^lfc^Gtter is a good one and 1 welcome it. Let us, Hindu.s 
and MuhammaSlIlH^mbiue and without bringing any more boat into 
the discussion let us puLTWl^jw’n views. And 1 am sure our Miuistet is 
quite amenable' to reason and that after heaving us will grant us wiiat 
we want (“ Hear,” hear ”). 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Much has been .said 
on this .subject and very little is left wliicb can f>e said witliout fear ol: 
repetition. 1 shall conclude my spt'ech with a few words. I do not 
wdsh to detain the House any longer. First of all, i should (^ongiutulate 
our venerable Minister for having taken llie opporliinity of hiusluug 
aside the law under which he himself smarted and he has done full justice 
to the case he represi'iited all his life. 1 also thank him for not having 
forgotten the interests of Muhammadans and he has given iull^cunsi(!era- 
tion and has given 13 seats to Muliainmadans. l-’or this a(;t of kindness 
he deserves the full and hearty thanks of Muhammadans. While he has 
given us this boon 1 suggest that it should be a real thing and not a 
name—thereby I mean that the 13 seats that are given to Muhammadans 
should truly and certainly represent the Muhammadans. Wilhont this 
there may be Muhammadan commissioners, but they will not certainly 
be Muhammadan representatives. I submit, that while you concede this 
right to the Muhammadans by giving them 13 seats, there is n() reason 
why YOU should not exact a corresponding right from them. If you 
give them these 13 seats and if they are returned by communal 
representation you can say that they are representing the ecmiimmity and 
their voice should reign supreme in communal matters and thereby you 
can gain much. But if you allow them to be returned by the general 
electorate' the Muhammadan community at large may repudiate them 
and say at the next moment that they are pro-Hindu members and that 
they do not represent their voice and they are not bound by them. So 
it U advisable both from the Muhammadan point of view as well as from 
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slitmld truly represent the Muhammadan interests, so that in a big 
question touching the Muhammadans at large, they may not turn round 
uud SUV tliat they do not represent the Muhammadans. On this ground, 
too, I would a.sk the Hon’hie Minister to consider this matter. 

There is another question regarding election expenses to which reply 
was given the other day. The reply shows to what extent the cost of 
election varied from person to person, whereas some Muhammadans did 
not sp(md more than Its. 5 as election expenses, in some cases the expenses 
ran over to a thousand and in many cases to many thousands, bo, it 
there be a special electorate, the Muhammadans can, on their past service, 
c.ount iijion the svipport of their Muliammadan friends and without incur¬ 
ring any expenditure <un expect to be returned. Whereas, if such 
man tries his best to be returned from the mixed electorate, he must 
go the usual expenses, and 1 wonder if some of my Hindu fnem^'ould 
ftike'ui) his case and spend money from his own pocket can well 

att'oid to do it. 1 do not think that it is adv^-'e' to allow the 
Muiiamimidans to he returned by the gene^lllJib*<■T^^Pe. 

There is another point and it is this :<f«i'rilon’ble Minister has tried 
his best by this means to drive away the angularities of 
both comnuuulies, hut in such an important body, there should be people 
representing all shades of opinion both from the orthodox Hindu point 
of view and also froni the orthodox Muhammadan point of view, as 
questions may m-op up in the municipality where opinions of. these 
gentlemen would be of immense value. So by mixing together the 
Hindus Muhammudaiis, Christians, .lews and all rac.es you want lo drive 
away the peimliarities of particular creeds, hut that does not seem to 

be desirable. 

Ill Ike third place there is the ordinary proverb which mj friend 
Hai J ogemlra (numder Hliosc Bahadur has quoted, lie has said that the 
effect of this separate electorate would be lo make hhoi hhai, that ihm 
but it is also well known that when brothers cannot live in amity it is 
often desirable for the sake of keeping up friendship and love among 
the brothers that they should .separate and live m a separate mess: at the 
same time make some concessions for their brothers and it is often found 
that when they are in separate mess their hearts moot together and they 
can act together more amicably than they can even if they remain in a 
general mess. Take, for instance, the case of the Council where we 
have Hindu and Muhammadan brothers. They have entered the ( ouncil 
from different constituemdes and as soon as they come here they are al 
friends working together for the common good cause and they are all 
one and they can act in amity. On the coutrar>s take up -the case of 
anv of these districts where both Hindus and Muhammadans are h^ht- 
ing with one another. I think we ought to proceed amicably and need 
not quanel with our brothers and go on saying these things and let no 
racial question stand in the way of friendship. 


CAUJTJTTA municipal BILL. 


4U5 


1921.] 

As regards plural voting, the Hon’ble Minister has done away with it 
to a certain extent, that is, plural voting should not he allowed m favour 
of a particular candidate. With reference to this I would only submit 
that this is a provision which is not an unmixed good, neither an un¬ 
mixed evil. It supports in a particular way the interests of a minoi 
community. Take, for example, we have 100 electors 
are member.s to be returned and there are 2o Aiiglo-Indiaus. These -o 
Anglo-Indians have a fair chance of getting a member returned by 
themselves, hut in a case where one member has got only <>''<' "-he. fh'- 
out of the.se 100 votes, the 25 Anglo-Indians will give 2.) votes to 
their friends and the remaining 100 will either have to he used agii list 
themselves or will have to be destroyed. Therefore, this I"'''';™’" ^ 
it seem to be desirable for any minor conimiiiiity. A few months ago 
op^is were invited whether the system of plural voting should he 
introdW to liH-al boards and some of the memhera ot our 1 abiia Jloitfd, 
who thimJWkey were .secure and would get Muhauimada.i votes sce.ned 
to be agtti.mnifcii£ii'‘K- ^ the Miihammadiins understood the 

effect of it, as there"^W^amaRudras who were very anxious to have 
member.s of tlfeir own commffhity and they could not return tlioir mem¬ 
bers becau.se they could not get the votes, but if they were allowed plurlil 
vote.s thev could .send up their niemhers by using the plurttl > 

favour of a single candidate. So, .in the case ol the tuilcutla Munici¬ 
pality where there are minor communities, c,,/., Muhammadans, 
liuropeuii and Jews, it plural votes were allowed in favour ol “ sing'lu 
candidate, the interest of minor comnninities are better served than 
di.sallowing them to use all their votes. 

With these reimirks 1 whole-heartedly support this Bill and also 
support the motion that the Bill he circulated for eliciting opinions 

thereon. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Hefore tlie Council, I nuiy 

inform the memhers that the fir«t hu.sines. to-morrow will he the aeman. « 
for grants unci, after that huslne.ss is .ioik-Iu.UmI. we shall c:ontiriue the 
di-scussion on the present motion. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. mi Tliur.sflay, the 
Ist Dec^ember, 1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



questions. 


[1st Use. 




Proceedings of the Bengal .Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Acti 

Tin-: (\mricil met at H I'.M. on Thursday, the 1st December, 1921, in 
the Oouncil Chamber in the 'J’owii Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 


The Deputy-President in 
of the I'^xftc.utive (.\>uncil, the 
nated and elected Members. 


the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
Ilon’ble the three Ministers, and 86 nomi- 



Starred Questions 
(to which oral answers oSwe given) 



Elections of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of District Boards and 

Municipalities. 

•XLII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the Ilon’ble 
ihe Miiiistej- in cliargt* of the ])ei>artnu*nt of Local Self-dovernment ho 
pleased to'lay on the table a sU\tcniont showinj?— 

(/) the number of eases in whieh the elections of chairmen and 
vice-ohainnen of both district l)oards and municipalities were 
“set aside hy the Government within the last ten years, 
iiicludinjf the current year; 

(ii) the reasons for sueh u<'tion i«i each case; 

(in) the iniinl>er of eases in whieli the elections had at fii’st been 
appnn-ed and were subsequently set aside; 

(ir) the iHuiod usually taken by the Government for approving of 
elections; and 

(v) the departure, if any, ever made in this re.®g)ect in any C4ise, 
with reasons for such departure? 

minister in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): The infor¬ 
mation asked for by the member cannot be furnished without a great 
exi>enditure of time and labour and, in the circumstances, Goveram'ent 
regret they are unable to compile these figures. The election of vice- 
' chairmen of district boards and munixdpalities does not require . the 
aiwroval of Government. 
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Straw Chat at Ramkristopur. 

•XLIII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the H°u'ble the 
Member in cln.rffo of the Marine Department be pleaee.l to state, w ethe 
it is a fact that the I’ort G.m.nissieners are try.nK to remove a Rhat at 
Bamkristopur where straw used to he sold, and ha\e ^ 
passes in order to lease out the same sde to some mercantile firm 

(h) Was the previous sanction of the (lovernment obtained before 
tlxc Port Comniissionei's took this stepi* 

(c) Did the Oovenimciit receive any memorial or represenUition 
from the public or the straw dealers 

(d) wniat action, if any. do the (iovernment proimse to • take in 

MElIffcMJn charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT <the fionflile 

Mr Kerr)^^iWfcbicls of the case are as followsl-With the pre- 
“o;s sanctiorTW^ent. the Vort Comimss.oners graced 
in 1919 to Messrs, and (lompaiiy, ManaRinR A„cnts 

the Standard Flour Mills (.■oinpany, Tdmited, a 115 years ease of a plot 
of land immediately inshore of the site used for the landiiiR of straw 

ft was subseiiuently decided by the ^ 

a temiKirarv lease of the adjoining.foreshore in order to fai.ilitatc tin, 
hamUiuK of materials brought in and despatched'hy river; and anot.her 
hindL place for straw was prepared about fiflO yards to he south with 
a rivef frontage of 2tlt) feet and a depth of 101) feet. The old whail 
had a frontage of lidO feet and depth of 00 feet, but. was used by 
others as well as bv straw merchants; bricks, sand and bu Id l g 
materials also Iming landed there. On completion of the new site the 
straw merihants were given iiotiie by the Coniniissioiiers in hebnmr.v, 
]<)01 to remove their business, but on a repieseiitiition by the foiniei 
imt ’the land would not be siiHiciently firm until attm- the monsoon, and 
In iiutsurance by their representative that no tnither nbjec ion wouht 
he raised, it was decided to allow them to continue to use the 
too p ace until the dOtli Seplamher, 1921. On a further refiresentation 
W the dealers an extension up to the 17th Octolnu was granted, since 
whiib time, Goaeriiment arc informed, the new landing phicc is being 

(b) Ho The grant of the tom.,K,rary lease by the Comm.,ss.oners 
to Messrs H. V. Low and Coiniiany. does not mpiire the samdioii of 
DovLment. The sanction of the local Govornmeiit under “‘“’t'ot 5'^ 
of the Calcutta Tort Act, 1890, is necessary only when a lease is for a 

p^od exceeding 10 years. 

S) The ti-ansfer of the site is a matter of general administ-ratiou 
' / . , n -. of the Port Coxniiii.s8iODer8, and 
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Goveniraent have replied to the memorialists that they do not propose 
to interfere. 

Percentage of Muhammadans iii Government employ. 

•XLIV. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon'hle the 
Member in charge of the Appomtineiit Dei>urtnieut he pleased to lay 
on the table a Hlatemeiit showing the total number of employees and 
the number and percentage of Muhammadans among them in the uiii>er 
and lower divisions of the lleiigal Secretariat clerical service, and in 
the Provincial, Sulundiiinte and Ministerial services of all the deiHvrt- 
meiits under the Hon’hle tiie Meniliers and the Hon’ble the Minist^iEii-/*' 
(/>) What imiixu-tion of tlic total number of apiK)intments^j'<^each 
doixirtment is reserved for duly qualified Mubamroudans ^ 

(c) In what deiKirtmcnts and services referred toh^Tause (a) has 
the rule regarding a proixirtionate number ofiyjf^^traents for Muham¬ 
madans not been observed ? 

{(1) What steps are the Government taking to see that the rule is 
stri(;ily observed in all the departmentsV 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): («), (h), (c) and (d) To obtain 
the information dc'sired would involve an expenditure of time 
and labour tliat in tlie oi>inion of Government would be incommen¬ 
surate with the utility of llie information. A yearly return is submitted 
to Government as regaids the Secretariat and attached offices showing 
the stejis taken during the year to attain the prescribed pei'cenUge in 
tlio matter'of Muliammadan recruitment. As regards district offices, a 
yoai’ly return is sxibmitted to the Commissioner, who records a resolu¬ 
tion on the return which is submitted to Government. The matter 
therefore is constantly under review. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Pall-off in the number of cases, civil and criminal, 

132. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to' place on 
the table a comparative statement showing, under different heads, the 
number of cases, civil and criminal, in Bengal between the months of 
January and Septemlier in the year 1920 and in the corresponding period 
i_ moi o 
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(b) Will i\\e Hou’lile the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a tact that there has been a fall-off in the number of cases m tile Appellate 
Side of the Calcutta High Court this year (1921) in comparison with 
that of 1920? If so, is the Hon’lde the Member in a position to state 
the causes to which this fall-otf is due ? 

member in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 

Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) and (6) The member is reterrod to tbe High 
(lourt’s annual reixi] Is on the administration of civil and criminnl jus¬ 
tice. which contain the judicial statistics of the rresidency. lo supply 
the further information reiiuired would entail an undue 
labour on, and interference with the ordinary work of, the offacials of 
the High Court, which Government would not be justified in* asking 

froi?^<^e Court. 



of Muhammadans in> Government service. 

■» ** •* 

133 . Navvabzadf$>Nh^FZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Mtmiber in chi^ of the Api>ointmcnt Beparlraent be 
pleased to lay on tbe table a statement showing, for tbe Presidency of 
Heiigal, the numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan ministerial officers m 
tbe Upixir Division of the offices of:—^ 

(i) Magistrate-Collectors; 

(ii) District and Sessions .Tudges (including Additional District 

and Sessions Judges); 

(m) Subordinate Judges and Munsifs; and 
(in) Commissioners of Divisions? 

(/») Will the Hon’ble the Member bt*. pleased to state whether the 
prescribed proi>oiiion of Mubammadans to Hindus lias been maintained 

in tbe Upper Division of these offices? _ ^ 

(o) Will the Hou’ble the Me.mlH*r be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that tliere is no JMuhamniadaii officer in the Manufacturing 
Department of the Alipore Juvenile Jail? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a MiAammadan in place of the present head clerk who is retiring 
shortly from service ? 

The Hwi’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h), (c) and (d) The 

member is referred to the answer given at this meeting to a starred 
question put by Maulvi Ekramul Huq. 


Cholera outbreak in Mymensingh, 

134 Mr 8 M. BOSE: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the 
™ karire of the Department of Local Self-&overnment been 
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drawn to an appeal l,y Mr. Saaadhar Ghoah, ^strict 

Board Mvmenaingh, calling attention lo the widespread outbr^k ot 
chit a Vi Jont and tidemic form in the Mymensmgh district 

and asking for help? . x ♦ 

Ih) n 80 , will tlie Hon-l,le the Minister be pleased to state what 

steps, if any, the Government have already taken and propose to take to 

coix; with the epidemic? i_i* • • t 

(c) What are the fifcures of mortality in each of the subdivisions o 

the district, due to this epidemic? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BAHERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the -iffirmative. 'niouRh the outbreak is reported to he widespread, 

I I" naiti. idarlv severe alo.iB the lines of railway communj«^ 
between' Myinensinph on the one hand and .TaBannathganj and I^..uur- 

ii.^\id .on the other. , 

(h) and (e) The report of the Director of ]^:r‘^alth on the 

epidemic is laid on the table. ^ 

Report referred U> in the. reply to clausce (6) ami (r) of 
umtarrad question No. 134. 

the 24th ultimo. 

““ ri ---- 

t *t ^nictrirG liiriid with whom 1 discussed mutters as to how host the out- 
man of the * District Macistrate and the Civil Surgeon 

n. „U be met Cbt ^.rd; the District Magistrate, 

llo.nds to adimm. e v«>sHib1c he would take action to secure the 

MaBisloite nronused that "» f‘'';,r„b»Mee of a District Health Officer, the Civil 

assistant pj^tru-t Hoard who deputed them to work under the T^cal 

iT^rds "'Nicesm.ry medicines and disinfectants were taken from Calcutta. 

4 Thr District Hoard had already taken some a<^on to ^eck progress 
of‘the Idomic which was reiK.rted to me in their lettor No. 5020, dated the 28th 

(l. tober 1021, copy of which is enclosed. • 

Ttie American Medicol Mission and the Bengal Social Serk'ice League as 
fatei nn +he snot hv Dr Knight and Mr. Niogi respectively are also working 
represented on the J • • ^ting with the local authorities concerting 

' ::^;;ri fa met.rf C ^ ^r«vid«l wite aafhehou^ vacctea, and 
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$. I also moved the Surgeon-General in the matter. At iny iiistaiU'C he has 
deputed three suVassislant surgeons and has asked the Suporintondout of the 
Dacca Medical School to recruit nine passed students from the school for anti-cholera 
work in the affected places. 

7. As regards medicines and disinfectants, 1 supplied each of the hvo subdivisions 
of the district with 20 gallons of chlorogen on the 2nd November, 1912. Another 
hundred gallons of chlorogen was stipplied to Dr. Knight on the 11th November, 
1921. He was also supplied with ftOO c.c. of sinti-cholora vaccine; 000 o.c. of anti- 
cholera vmTino was also, iJlacod at the dis]K)sal of Mr. Niogi of the Social Service 
.I^eague. LenOcts and posters wore also freely distributed. 

8. Tho figures for the attacks and deaths fronj cholera in the Mymensingh 
district during the week ending 5th Novombor were 1,171 and 722 respectively. 
During the succeeding week ending the 12th November tho corresponding figures 
tt’cre 932 and 457. The outbreak npi>earK to be on tho decline. 



No. 5020, dated Myinensingh, the 28th October, 1921. 

From —Rabu Sasaduau Giiohb, n.i.., Vico-Clmirmnn, District Roard, 
Mymensingh, 

To—Tho Director of Public Health, Bengal. * 

In reply to your letter No. 1538‘lE., dated .the 27th SepU-mher lust, 1 have 
the honour to inform you that the outbreak of cholera has spreiid far and wide sineo 
in virulent and epidemic form in tho district. All the subdivisions of the district 
except Netrakona have been affected. Tliero have been w?veral Innidreds of deaths 
within a very short time. 

Tho District Board has apjxiinted 33 doctors to ti»'at cholera patients. The 
Civil Burgeon has advertised for more doctors. Tliey nro all working under the 
Civil Burgeon. The Assistant Director of Public Health has started disinfecEion 
work witl^ the help of three Government doctors ho has brought and tho Sanitary 
Inspector of the Board. Tho Board is most unsparingly supplying inedichio according 
to the direction of the Civil Surgeon and the Assistant Director of Public Health. 

The Superintendenfi of Police was requesU^d to distribute leaflets containing 
sanitary instructions to literate villagers of affected areas and to instruct tho illiterate 
people to follow the same through thana officers and chnukidnrs nnd he has very 
kindly agreed to do^tbe same. The leaflets have been sent to him. 

The District Deputy Inspector of Schools has been nKjuested to do similar work 
through school teachers. He has got 4,282 schools umlor his wntrol. 

The big eamindars of the district and manager of the wards’ estates have been 
requested to appoint doctors to do treatment nnd preventive work within tln-ir 
respective zamindaries. 

Tlie Khas Mahal Deputy Colloct4>r8 have bcrni requested to appoint doctors 
out of Kbas Mahal funds for Khas Mahals nffected. 

tjxe l^al bodies of all the subdivisions have been ro<iuested to arrange to send 
young, members^ to distribute medicine, do disinfection work ^nd to teach people 
AanitAFT rules. ' 
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The Bufadivisionel Officers have been requested to form local organisations of 
medical men and volunteers for tho - same purpose. The cost is to be borne by the 
District Board. 

I have issued an appeal through papers for help from the generous public and 
also have invited the benevolent societies to help the people of the district in their 
distress. 

1 have requested the Secretaries of the local Jansabha, Anjuman and Bam Krishna 
Mission to come forward to help in this crisis. 

I further beg to state that more doctors are required but none are available, 
though due advertisement has been given by the Civil Surgeon. I request .you 
to be so good as to send, if possible, 12 doctors to this Board for the purpose, and 
medicine. 

A Health Officer has recently been appointed and is shortly expected. 

» 

A*'" 

District board dispensary in Barrackpore rural area^ 

135. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHUR^.;^) Will the 
TTon’lile the Miiiistor in churjfc of the of Local Self- 

(lovernmoTit ho ]>l(>ase<l to Htate wheth(Mp^-«’^vis a fact that there is no 
dispensary maintained by the 24-lhirpjinaH District Hoard in the 
Harrack]>ore rural area? 

(5) Tf so, are the Government eonsiderinj; the desirability of eallinp 
the attention of the District Hoard to tho absence of snch dispensary? 

(c) Is the TTon’Mo the Minister aware that an application for a 
now disiM*nsary noai' Narayanpur iti tho Barrackpore subdivision was 
considered at a mtudinpr of tin* 24-Harj>anaH District Board held on the 
24Ui Tiiiie, 1919, and tluit it was recommended for sanction? 

(f?) If so, will the Hon’hle the Mii\ister bo pleased to state why 
nothing’ further has been done since then to establish the proposed 
dispensary ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) The Chair¬ 
man of the District Board reiKwts that there is no district board 
disi>ensary in the rural area of the Barrackpore subdivision, but the 
jwople of the rural area get medical aid from the municipal dispensaries 
which are in most <uises within easy reach and aided by the District 
Board, 24-Parganas. 

(h) Government have recently circularized district boards on the 
need for new dispensaries and hospitals, but it is against the Govern¬ 
ment i>olicy to interfere in a matter of detail such as this. 

(r) Government are informed that the Sanitation Committee’s pro¬ 
posal to establish a dispensary at Narayanpur was accepted by th^ 
District Board at its meeting held on 15th July, 1919, 

(<7) Government are informed that want of funds has prevented 
the District Board from taking further action in the matter, but the 
district health officer is preparing a revised programme dispensaries 
to be opened in order of their urgency. 
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Demands for Grants. 


5.—Land Revenue. 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) 

moved (1)‘“ that a sum of Rs. 8,888 be tranaforrod from ‘ 5.—Land 
Itovenue-—Manafroinont of (rovrrnmeut Estates’ to ‘41.—Civil Works— 
Public Works Department ’ on account of construction of a building for 
the Khasmahal office at lialmohan in the district of Bakarganj,'* and 
(2) “ that a siini of Rs. 871 bo transferred from ‘5.—Land Heve- 
mie—Survey and Settlement ’ to ‘ 41.—(^ivil Works—Piibli6 Works 

dditioTi.s to, and alterations in, the 
record room of the dessore ^ett^e- 

accorded administrative approval 
rjalmohan in the district of Bakar- 
888 and the sum of Rs. 2,500 was 
spent during the year 1020-21. The Board of Revenue have ]>rovi(led 
for the balance of tin? cost rd Us. 8,888 out of their grant for the manage¬ 
ment of (lovernment Estates for the yoai- 1020-21. As the charge is 
debil.ablo to Head 41.—Civil Works—Puldic Works Dt^partmetit, it is 
proposed to transfer the amount from one head to another. In 1918, 
Government accorded administrative approval to the construction at an 
e.stimated (^ost of Rs. 24,908 of the record room at .Tes.sore in connection 
with settlement operations which are going on in tliat distirct. It has 
now been reported by the D{rect<jr of Land RocordvS that certain addi¬ 
tions to, and alterations in, the I’acks and gangway.s of thfe exi.sting 
record room are required, at an e.stimatcd co.st of Its. 871. As there is 
no provision for this work in the Provincial Civil Works budget, it is 
proposed to meet the cost by tbe transfer of ICs. 871 from “ 5.—Tiand 
Revenue—Survey and Settlement ” to “ 41.—Civil Works—Public 
Works Department." 


Di’v.'ilment,’ on ac<!onnt of ceiiain a 
racks gangways of the existing 

In Decern pfeiWi ^^ ^Government 
to the construction of arJvih^ig at 1 
ganj at an e.sthnated cost oflls. 11,: 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN moved 
“ that the sum of Rs. 8,888 which is proposed to transfer from ‘ 5.—Land 
Revenue—Management of Government Estates’ to ‘41.—(.'ivil Works— 
Public Works Department ’ on account of the construction of a build¬ 
ing at Tvalmohan in the district of Bakarganj, he reduced by Rs. 5,000." 

I beg to say a few words to support my motion. In thp face of the 
financial difficulties of the Government under the Reforms Scheme, I 
think it is the duty of the Government and the public to try in every 
possible way to retrench in every department of the administration. 
I think if thi8.])olicy of retrenchment is not adopted, it will not only make 
'fhA a f.itliii-o Viitl- *v,mr i._ t..L _ i.. ti 
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The other day IDs Excellency the Governor said that to meet the finan¬ 
cial situation, duties on stamps will have to be enhanced and aimiee- 
meals taxed; I think no one will oppose the tax on amusements, ftut I 
am afraid (here will l-c a great outcry, and discontent will arise through¬ 
out the (country if there is an increase of stamps duty, of whio.i the non- 
c(.-operaturs will take advantage. So I reipiest the Government to 
a policy of vetrenchnient. Some may' cay that petty amounts 
like tliis -lls" 5,000—should not he taken account of, but T say tnat 
these petty things are not to be disregarded, because larger things are 
conpesed’of petty things. With these few words, 1 move the motion 
standing in my name. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADU^;^^of 
BURDWAN: All that I can understand from the speech ofJlp^geiitle- 
inun who hus Just moved an amendment to my motion, 
wrong, in view of His Excellency’s speech in theCoj^J^ihe other day, 
to allow expenditure of money and perniitj;;(ieKr7Iiga There is no 

question of our being extravagant or .'C't^iing money except what is 
in the budget. We have to fini.sh this work as I mentioned just now. 
Tn the former case, wa^ have already spimt Its. 2,500 and another Ids. 8,888 
is required and is expected to bo spent this year. The construction of 
the building, which has been started, must be finished, and conse¬ 
quently it is quite dear why I cannot accept this motion. 

As regards the additions and alterations in the record room, these 
have alr«‘ady been made, ami the money already spent. All we w'ant 
is Us. 871, and I think it is rather childish to bring in a motion of this 
kind at this stage, as the mover knows that the building has been started 
and must, be completed this year. 

The aiuendinent was put to the vote and declared lost. A division 
was demanded with the following result:— 


AYES. 


Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohena. 

Altai, Nawabiada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wavimuddm. 
A|imtd, Maulvi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Raft Uddin. 

Ali, Mr. 8yad krfan. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjea, the Hon'bla Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barton. Mr. M. 

Birla, Babu Ohantahyam Daa. 


Charmakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhurt, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab talyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cochran, Mr. A. 

Daa, Babu Bhishmadov. 

Das Cupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
Dosi, Rai Bahadur Pyari cal. 

Dutt, Mr. AJoy Chundor. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

French, - Mr. F. C. 

Choso, Mr. O. C. 

Qoodo, Hr. B. W. 

Man, Maulvi A. K. Fazimt. 
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Much Mftuivi Ekramul. 

Karim, Mavlvi Abdul. 

Karim, MauivI Fadul. 

Kerr, the Hen’bie Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raftqiie Uddin. 

Lang. Mr. J. 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble. 

Maliramali, Munsht. 

Marr, Mr- A. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Ohon 
Mukherji, Professor S. C. 

Mukhopadhyaya, Babu Carat Chandra. 

The Ayes })eiii8: 1 and the Noes 57 


Muliiek, Babu Nirode Behary. 

Payne, Mr. C. P. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd'ur. 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 
Robinson, Major-Cenerai W. H.*B. 

Roy. Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Mantlell Singh. 

Saiam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Sorkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 
Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 
j Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Wheeler, the Hon'ble Sir Henry. 


the motion w.'is lost. 


vTjie DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I um 

sorry^i^nd that a meniher of Comioil is willing to pnt the^ other 
monihersNlhv,\fniifO(‘.'«sary incouvoiiience in this way; lu* onjyht to have 
known hette^,'"’^'^ knew fnll well the feelin*? of the Honse, and know- 
iitf? that he onfftiT^T^^ave called for a division frivolously and 
wasted the timf of the Conn??li% 


The oriKinal motion was then put and aj^reed to. 


25.—Jails and Convict Settlements. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon^ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler) moved “ that a sum of Es. 500 be transferred 
from the supidementary j^rant of Es. 4,000 under ‘ 25.—Jails and Convict 
Settlements ' voted in the July session for a])pointntent of a special 
fruard lor pcJitical prisoners, to ‘20.—Police’ on account of a deputation 
allowance to the men deputed from tlie hiastoin Frontier EiRes to the 
Alipore Jail, for ffuardinl? political prisoners.” 

On the 15th of July last, it will he within the recollection of the 
Council that the Uf>n’ble Sir Abd-ur-Eahim obtaine.i their appmval to 
a special supplementary frrant of Rs. 4,000 in order to provide a special 
jruard for certain prisoners who had been removed fi-oin the Andamans 
to the Alipore Jail, and were given there separate and special accommoda¬ 
tion which neces.sitated the employment of 10 warders and 2 head warders 
to guard the barracks in which they were placed. The need of this 
guard arose in April last, but it took time to recruit it and the men 
were not obtained till August, In the meantime, to meet the iunnediate 
necessity, we lent men from the Eastern Bengal EiHes as a temporary 
©xisHlient, and it is proposed to give them, following _the precedent of 
previous occasions, a deputation allowance of four annas per day to 
meet their expenses during their stay in an expensive city like Calcutta. 
The total expenditure involved is Es. 500 only, and it will be met from 
the grant of-which the Council has already approved; it is therefore 
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a transfer from one major Lead to another, and, as such, requires the 
sanction of Council. 

The motion was then put and aj^reed to. 

26.—Police. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler) moved “ that a sum of Rs. 30,938 and Rs. o.OOO be 
transferred from ‘ 20.—Police—District Executive For(;e—Petty con¬ 
struction and repairs and revision of boat establishment for circle 
inspector.s, etc.,’ respectively, to ‘ 41.—Civil Works—Public Works 
Departnuyit,’ to meet tlie cost of temporary buildings for accommodation 
of the emergency police force at A.sansol.” 

On the 20th of April last, I explained to the (Council the circuijy i,ances 
in*whjVh wo thought it necessary to add to the t>olice for^ioci\ted at 
Asunsol in order to afford more adequate protectionA^^ie very large 
interests which centre in that subdivisio^>»rJ^io safeguard them 
against lawlessttess on the part of tlie la?(f;Cnibour population which is 
now congregated there. The proposal which 1 now make is coiisequen- 
tial to the sanction then given to recniit this additional force. The 
force clearly required to be accommodated, and no other local bviildings 
being available, the proposal has been made to acquire land and build 
barracks for them. land is about to be taken up, and the present 

votq has reference to the buildings. It is proposed to construct an 
inspector’s bungalow, two constables’ barracks and three sheds and a well, 
and to find the money from two heads, which it will lie oh.served, 
are already pui't ftJid parcel of the police budget. But the construction 
of the buildings being a l^uhlic Works mutter, here again, we have to 
transfer th'e money from one major head to another. The cost can 
only be met out of the Police budget by postponing other schemes, but the 
urgency of this matter is so great that we do not think it can legitimately 
be postponed, and we are of opinion that we should proceed at once with 
the construction of these buildings. The buildings will be of a semi¬ 
permanent type in tbe interest of cheapness, as at the moment we can¬ 
not afford to build to permanent specification, but they will be of a type 
which will last for sonm time, and when we find it possible to replace 
them permanently the materials, such as iron, etc., will not be wasted. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI moved ** that the Hxua of 

Rs. 30,938 which it is proposed to transfer from ‘ 26.—Police—District 
Executive Force—Petty construction and repairs’ to ‘41.—Civil Works— 
Public Works Depai-tment ’ to meet the cost of temporary- buildings 
for accommodation of the emergency police force at Asansol, be reduced 
by Rs. 25,000.” 

My principal objection is that if it be necessary to do anything- for 
maintaining peace and order in the labouring population, who are not 
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actual iohabitants of this province, and who are imported for the benefit 
of the mining and other industries, the people for whose benefit they 
work should be made to pay for them. If not the whole, a substantial 
portion of it. But I see no indication of such a proposal in the speech oE 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 1, therefore, hope that this Coiiiicil 
should take my suggestion into consideration aiul ask the j)eopIe who 
are benefited to make a certain (;ontrib\ition for the jxdice to be stationed 
in the mining areas. The ])olice forex* proposed tt> be stationed at Asan- 
sol is not for the benefit of tlie general jmblic; but »)nly for a certain 
section of the public. So I think the expen.ses of maintaining it should 
not be met from the general revenues. If we refuse to sanction thi.s 
demand the people who are interested in the affair would be obliged to 
make their own arrangements, that is, they wcmld pay for the police they 
require Although it i.s said to be a temporary measure, but the amount 
asked foSidyi. pretty large one. We are going to s)tend Rs. 37,000 for the 
huilding aD^^5i^'4 for the aceommodaiion of only 100 peo])le. I do not 
understand why'\sU^e:^i force should be needed there and how can it 
be a temporary arrangem^Jl'tfc^f their presene.e there is ne<;essary fijr the 
maintenance of peace and order. At present they are lo(5ated at 
Burdwan and when occasion arises they are taken there. Asausid is 
onlv a few hours journey fi’om Burdwan and the force can easily and 
without much difficulty go from the latter ])lac('. to Asaiisol when they 
are required thei'e. But if the scheme i.s not to be abandoned 1 submit 
that the peojile for whose benefit this force is to be maintained should be 
made to contribute at least a good jiortion of the cost. 

With these few words, I bring forward this amendment for the consi¬ 
deration of the Council. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Though this is a new de¬ 
mand yet it shows that at last it has been possible to efEcci some economy 
in the'police grants already made and I cannot heli> congiatululing tlie 
Hon’ble Member on the economic management of the Police Dejiartment. 
When during the last budget debate some of us objected to the police 
demand, thinking that retrenchments were possible, if they were only 
attempted, we were called irre-sponsible and perverse. We were iJso 
assured at that time on the higliest authority possible in this Council, 
that no retrenchments anywhere were possible, and that only the 
absolutely indispensable demands were pressed. I am, therefore, 
very glad to see that the Hon’ble Member has changed hi.s opinion since 
’then, and has found out that retrenchments were possible: Rs. 5,000 
which was set apart as lump provi.sion for the revision of boDt-establiah- 
ments and Rs. 31,000 for petty repairs have after all been found unneces¬ 
sary and not indispensable, thus proving once more that responsible 
Members of the Government, like all other common human beings, do err, 
or can be misled by their very efficient staff. Once T lyid the honour of 
rnmnlimented bv the Hon’ble Member that police demands stick 
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in my gorge, but I hope that our Hon’ble Member has by this time learnt 
by experience that it is not always proper to swallow whatever is purveyed 
to him by his subordinates. I hope this instance will be so rememl>ered 
by all our llon’ble Memi}era and Hon’ble Ministers that they be kind to 
us, and not brush aside our suggestions ns emanating from irresponsible 
quarters. 

But now to the demand itself. From the memorandum circulated to 
us, 1 find that Its. is only demanded now as the estimated cost of 

some temporary buildings. But we have been so often regaled with 
demands for unfinished buildings and all that, that we naturally look 
askance at these things. We are familiar with the Government methods 
and have, learnt the truth of the proverb—“Give him an inch, and he will 
have an ell.” Before granting we naturally feel curious to know whether 
tliin amount of Ks. dr),9d8 is the total estimahnl cost of the huildin^n- only 
this year’s estimate of lUi insignificant part of the greater whjjl^hat is U\ 
come up next year. Gur llon’ble Member, 1 hope, w^ ^Tfipardoii this, 
(nir natural curiosity, and satisfy us with an pronouncement 

to be left on record for next year’s use. ^ 

And, when we have seen in the last Gazette that af)out 30 bighas of 
land are going to be acquired for this temporary purpose, our suspicion is 
roused that this matter is not going to end with this lls. 36,000, and in 
this connection I cannot help referring to the debate which we had on i.he 
20th of April last, ^’he Hoii’ble Member had said— 

At present at Asansol we have a small force pnly—a serpeant, 2 head-con- 
staiilos and 24 constables. Our proposals contemplate the addition of an inspector, 
u serpoant, 6 head-constables and KK) constables, at a recurrinp cost of Us. 37,8-12 
and non-rocurrinp cost of a little «)vor Rs. 6,000. The scheme, I submit, is no¬ 
thing more than a reasonable insurance against possible risk. But T have every 
wish to meet the Council, as far as 1 can in their desire for economy, and I have 
given examples already in which we have acted with reluctance in the matter of 
police expenditure. In this present instance 1 am willing to give another. There 
will be some difficulty about housing these men, and I am willing to start with 
an addition of 60 constables only, with a corresponding reduction in subordinate 
officers . . . The budget provision is for Rs. 20,000. Without calculation, I 

could not tell exactly what reduction is possible, but I think I may safely knock off 
Rs. 7,500. 

So he had expressly stated that the non-recurring cost, apparently for 
buildings, etc., would amount to a little over Rs. 5,000 and he very 
ina^nanimously, we are thankful for it, consented to knock off 
Rs. 7,500 from the demand of Rs. 20,000. I do not know if by a little 
over .Ua. 6,000 the Member meant that Rs. 5,000 already provided for, 
together with this Rs. 36.000, i.c., a total of Rs. 41,000. It seems to be 
a verv good “little more” on the previous authoritative pronouncement. 

At that time, having a very reasonable suspicion of this alow but 
sure method of gradually increasing demands for brick and mortar 
activities, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur had ^ggested the 
location of the emergency force at Chinsura, a place within a few hours 
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journey from Asausol, and where Government buildings are lying vacant 
and accommodation is easily available. At least it should remain where 
it now is, i.e., at Burdwau, a place within three hours’ journey, and ii<.m 
where more than a dozen trains start for Asansol. However, we now 
come to gather tin; reason of that day’s luagnaiuiniiy and the superb 
knocking off of Rs. 7,500 for this alUxaition of sanctioned grants was 
perhaps even then in view. But we must be very thankful, as we are 
often enjoined to be, for tbe extreme candour with which we are treated. 

We are having also other new buildings for the quartering of tbe 
emergency police force in othei- places, loo. In the 24-l*argaim8 for the 
housing of 672 policemen, a building is being built costing us Rs. 28,000. 
In Hooghly for tbe housing of 27-‘l men only Rs. 11,722 has been sanc¬ 
tioned. But here in Asansol for the temporary accommodation of about 
60 people we are asked to sanction Rs. 41,t)00 or thereabouts. 

His'ilhccellency the Governor, in Ins opening speech of tlm present 
session of the^->Mn<-i!, had said— 

We have deciclod matter of civil wurka the activities <»f the Vublic 

Works Department next yc.ai^t««4 be conBned t<» works actually in proKtess, no 
now works of any kind being taken up. 

That was the assurance which His Excellency gave us. Does it mean 
that only the buildings concerned wifli Education and Sanitation would 
not be taken in hand, and not tho.se of the I’olice Department, that depart¬ 
ment being so much reserved as to be beyond even ?>\il)eMiati)iiul conltol? 
May be, we are merely ill-informed, we, the ordinary members! 

Next, there are about 150 collieries in Bengal, wliile in Biliar t.lu're 
are about 250. How do they manage in Bihar? Have they got any 
special emergency force, temporary or permanent, quartered in or near 
the colliery district? We must have adequate information of all these 
things before we can launch into any such big building schemes. 

In this connection, I feel bound to remind the (k)un(ul and the 
Hon’ble Meml)er that a Policte C<»mmiitee i.s sitting expressly for the 
purpose of retrenchments. Why not wait for their proposals? Why 
not put up these things before them and have their suggestions? This 
police force is not without accommodation at present, then why this 
unseemly hurry in rushing through with a temporary building costing 
more than Rs. 40,000? We are, however, very reasonable. We allow 
a grant of about Rs. 15,000 which to all must appear suflBcient for such 
a temporary purpose. I appeal to the House to put a stop to this sort 
of extravagance. I ask, pray or entreat, whatever you like, Sir, .;he 
Government, to' be a little more reasonable in its expenses regarding 
the police. 

Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose the amend¬ 
ment proposed hy Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. I must confess 
that I fail to appreciate his arguments and those of his supp<irter, Kumar 
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Shib Shekhareswar Ray. Tbe Kumar’s sugrgestious are-impracticable. 
It may be too late sometimes to take tbe police force from Chinsura and 
other distant places to protect the mining population in Asansol. The 
owners of the mining imlustnes are indispensable part of the general 
public and on their safety depend the safety and pro.sperity of a large 
number of industries in ihis coirntry. Babu Ki.shori Mohan Chaudhuri 
proposes that u special tax should be realised from those miners for 
whose sake the police force is necessary. That is a bad principle. In 
that case Calcutta ought to pay extra tax for maintaining large police 
forces for its ]»rotection. AVith these words, T beg to oppose tbp 
aujeiidinent. 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: It is with extreme 
regret that I oppose the amendment of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
and Kumar Shib Sbekhuieswar Ray, that undoubted authori^in this 
(jouncil on police reiretichments, and I do so not because Ldo not sym¬ 
pathise wiih him but on a question of principle. l|j^ie last budget 
discussion when some of us did not oppose thej,i^erninent in its demand 
for nearly two crore.s of rupees for the 4iJ?tlfi(‘e, we did no, not because 
we at that time did not feel that too much money was being asked for 
by Government, more money than we could possibly spare, but because 
we could not point out definitely where retrenchments could effectively 
be made. 'I'lie Council biter thought fit to rectify what I consider to 
have been a mistakewnade in a moment of generosity. Subsequent to 
that the 1‘olice Retrenchment Committee was appointed. The Police 
Retrenchment Committee i.s meant to inquire into what possible 
retrenchments can be made in the Police Department, and I am sure 
they will also deal with tbe principle whether the mining industry or 
any other piivliculur industry, protected as such, should not be made 
to pay for tbe protection which they desire from the Government. 
Therefore, as a matter of principle is involved in this question, which 
needs considered judgment and deliberation I feel that I cannot but for 
the time being oppose the amendment of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

Babu AMULYA RHONE ADDY: I entirely agree with Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri that neccs.sary steps should be taken for the 
retrenchment of police expenditure, but I am really sorry to find that in 
this particular case, I cannot but oppose his amendment. The proposal 
is to acquire a certain part of land in Asansol and erect a temporary 
building for the accommodation of certain constables for the protection 
of the coal-mines of our province. I disagree with him especially on the 
principle which he proposes to lay down. He suggests that it is the 
proprietors of collieries who should be called upon to pay for this acqui¬ 
sition of land and the erection of the buildings. I beg to submit that 
it is the primary duty of Government to protect the life and property of 
the people and not of the person.s who are interested. - If .we take-into 
consideration their interests, I must say that the coal industry has 


1921.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


511 


already been seriously affected by the prohibition of export of coal from 
Dengal to foreign countries, and secondly, there has Leon u groat 
restriction as to the supply of wagons for the transport of coal from one 
station to another. Their interest has already been affected by this 
prohibition and restriction and some of the proprietors of collieries have 
always be^n in danger of cooly disturbances especially recently, at the 
instance of the so-called non-violent non-co-operators. It is therefore 
desirable that necessary steps should be taken at once for the preven¬ 
tion of the disturbance. Prevention is l)etlor tluiii cure, if we do not 
take necessary precaution, what would be the result F If there is a 
(listurlmnce in tiie collieries, we will not get su)>j)ly of coal. It will 
seriously affect the other industries of India. 'J'hut is the special reason 
for which I am afraid I am obliged to oppose the amendment. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I oppose 
the motion by llabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. Although retrenclfmeift 
is necessary, yet one cannot btit support the expense which is most 
essential. 'I'he nature of the demand shows that accommodation for 
the emergency police force ti^j^cessary. If these domand.s are reduced 
or rejected then* wliere are the jiolice, the main factor in keeping peace 
and order in the country, to liveF With these few words, I oppose the 
motion. 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: 1 cannot but feel some 
admiration for the ingenuity with which the tw» principal speakers 
again.st this resolution have evidently racked tlieir bruins to discover 
some grounds of objection, some arguments, however flimsy, that can, 
with any show of phin.siliilify, be put before this ('ouricii for rejecting 
this demand, but I will endeavour to answer their objections as briefly 
as possible. 

Taking first those of Babu Kishori Mohaji Cliaudhuri, I understood 
him to begin by saying that he did not oj)p().S(> the proposal on its merits 
and that if it was necessary in the intere.sts of peace and order he would 
agree; but at the end of his speech his courage failed him and he came 
round to the old objections. lie made great play with the contention 
that this scheme was temporary only, which, of course, is not the case. 
It is a sequel to a proposal which was put forward and approved at the 
time of the budget discussion. It is merely a demand for the accommo¬ 
dation of a force the employment of which was then sanctioned, and 
permanently sanctioned. There is no likelihoiHl that the mines are going 
to disappear from Asansol or the Kulti works, for instance, to close down, 
and as the reason for stationing these men at A.san.sol is permanent, so 
also will be the provision. What I did say was that in view of the 
urgency of ’the matter, and desimiring in our present financial position 
of being able to find funds for a pucca building, we projiosed to put up 
buildings of a semi-permanent type, regarding which the Inspector- 
General of Police writes that they “ have been so arranged that 
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the permanent structures can be put up without dismantling them; if 
they finally have to be dismantled, we expect to realise a good part of 
their cost, as the framework is of iron and not of wood as in temporary 
buildings; tiles are being used in place of thatch, and we expect also 
to get something from the sale of these.” Hut this type of buildings 
adopted does not govern the permanent need of the force inself. 

Apart from that argument, liuhu Kishori Molian Chaudhuri relies 
most' <)n his general theme that those interests for whom police pro¬ 
tection is stmght should pay. Now that is a matter about which we 
heard a certain amount of discussion in connection with the budget 
debate, and t!ie very great difficulties atttmdant on the practical appli¬ 
cation of the theory were then pointed out. In this instance it seems to 
me that llabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has chosen a particularly 
unfortunate cixm'. to which to apply the theory he advocates. 
Re says, “ Let the (^oal mines pay; they emphiy tho labourers, so 
let them pay.” Hut is it only the coal mines that are interested? What 
about the zamindars? The value of their iiroperties has been vastly 
iiKueased by the disciovery of minerals'yi>dtrneath. What about the 
labourers who are getting far larger w;^os in the mines than they 
would earn in ordinary agriculture? What about the railways? The 
railways live on (ioal, and much of this coal must be derived from the 
Asansol fields. Are they also to pay? Again, as Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy has rightly pt)inled out, what about Calcutta which could not go 
on for 24 hours wif^out coal? Any di.sorder in the coal-fields which 
seri(>u.sly interrupted tho supply of coal to Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
would gravely affect the city. Are we to embark on this theoretical 
wild g() 08 t‘ cliasc in order to avoid giving sanction to-day to what 1 submit 
is an eminently reasonable proposal? 

Turning now to the arguments of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, 
I will deal with them .seriatim, h'irst of all he has thought fit to argue 
that, since I have said that the money can be found by reappropriaiion 
from other heads in the Police budget, I must have been wrong in con¬ 
tending on an earlier occasion that economies in police expenditure were 
i\ot feasible. I thought 1 bad anticipated this criticism by explaining in 
my oix'uing remarks that it merely moans that we are .scrapping other 
things. When I urged in the course of the budget debate that the Police 
budget as a whole was not susceptible of the economies which some mem¬ 
bers proposed to effect in it, I obviously took it for granted that the Coun¬ 
cil, euually with myself, assumed the necessity for maintaining a leason- 
uble standard of efficiency in the department. Of course, if requirements 
are sacrificed right and left, savings could be effected, but the argument 
of economy should not surely be pushed in entire disregard efficiency, 
and the score so elaborately presented by the Kumar is jiot a real one. 

The Kumar then asks me if this sum is the total estimate. Accord¬ 
ing to the estimate, it is. But I remind the Council that we have .taken 
up an area of land, and doubtless my successors will in time try to put 
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up penuanent struotuiea on it, for which a new demand will have o 

be made. However, the present estimate, according to the 

the Public Works Department, covers the temporary buildings which it 

is sought to put up. 

The Kumar’s next point was that in the course of the April discussion 
I had obviously undercalimatcd the noii-recurriiiB cost of this scheme by 
putting the figure at Ks. 5,000 only. 1 pointed out to the (..ouneil then 
that there might ho diffieiiUy about housing; hut as a mat,cr ol fact 
we were in hopes that we might he able to carry on lor the lime being 
by hiring. That course, however, has not proved ieasililc am. heme 
the present proposal, but the iioii-rocurring cost of which I spoke befoie 
had obviously nolliiiig to do willi buildings or aiiytbmg ol.su beyond the 
actual staff which was then put up for sanction. 

The Kumar winds up with'argumenls which really seek to set a.si<le 
the decision come to by the Couaeit in April las( He aee.s m fael, flo 
necessity for locating the force at Asansol at all But aU argument 
in that connection have already been laid before the ( onned, and 1 do 
not think it is necessary to gb.«er the whole ground again llie meilts of 
the pr,rpo»al have been explained and accepted '1 be toree 
on the .spot, and I do not think its puipdse wilt be ensured if it i.s to be 
broughl up from a diMtunce wiUi all ibe nsk of delay. 

p<,r these reasons T submit, that Uie demand made is a rea.sonable one, 
and I would ask the Htuise to vote it. ^ • 

The following amendment wa.s then put and lost: 

“ That the sum of Rs. 30,938 which it is j.ropo.sed to transfer fro.n 
‘96 —Police— District Executive Force—Potty con.strnction and repair.s 
to ‘ 41.-Civil Works-Public Works Department’ to meet the cost ..t 
temporary buildings for accommodation of Die emergency pyhee force 
at Asan-sol, be reduced by Ks. 25,000.” 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 


Government Bill. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921. 

The discission on the Calcutta Municipal Bill was then re.sumed. 

iTh.n'Bahadur ABDUS SALAM: T Iboughl it my duty in reference 
to Moslem public opinion both inside this Council (’haivihor and '‘■ 

wb^n the Ilon’hle Sir Siirendra Nath Banerjea introduced the t.alouUa 
Municipal Ainendment Bill, to oppose its introduction and call .or a revi- 
fnr the reason that the Bill cnntained a violation ol the basic and 
t'“'d mental principle of Moslem political and constitutional life under 

he » ^e-e in this country. I opposed it gleo on the ground 
tne xve __•_a'nd rAnnan the old hitler 
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controversy about communal representation and would rekindle afreeb 
racial, religious and political animosity between the Hindu and Muham¬ 
madan communities. I wanted to avoid a recrudescence of the antagonis¬ 
tic feelings unhappily displayed in the Partition days. In pressing for a 
division, I wanted to have it placed on record that Muhammadan members 
in this Council Chamber almost unanimously and unitedly protested 
against a measure whi(?h contained a flagrant and outrageous ^iolation 
of the basic and fundamental principle of Moslem political and constitu¬ 
tional life, under the Reforms Scheme in this country. 

Just like the Europeans, the Muhammadans form a minority in 
Calcutta and India generally, though not in Bengal, w’here we outnumber 
the Hindus. We are 52 per cent, here in Bengifl and the Hindus 48 per 
cent. With tlie idea of coming to a compromise as to representation 
some leaders of both tlie Muhammadans and Hindu.s entered into a pact 
at Lucknow in whi<di 40 per cent, of Muhammadan representation for 
Bengal was decided upon. I consider this pjict between some leaders, 
so far as Bengal is concerned, to have been a great mistake—a crime, 
nay, a blunder wor.so than a crime forcrwhicU those mjsguided Bengal 
Moslem leaders would be respcuisible to future geiieration.s. The 
]>olitical association that T represent ha.s always insisted on our getting 
52 per (;eut. representation in Bengal seeing that that was our /iiimerical 
proportion. If this were ju^cepted, t.heve would have bee«i no attempts 
to-day to perpetrate,this tyranny of majority over minorities. What is 
the reason that while the Hon’hle Mini.sler wants to grant communal 
representation to the J'hiropeans thmugli the ("liamber of Commerce and 
I’rades AHsoedaiion lie refuse.s it to the Muhammadans? Is it because 
Euroi>eana have wealth, and influence and education on their aide, while 
the Muhammadans are comparatively powerless, devoid of wealth and 
devoid of education? ITe evidently thinks that by placating the Euro- 
]>eans for the time being be will be able to isolate and crush the 
Muhammadans? If that is the idea that lies at the back of his mind, he 
forfeits his title to the respect and confidence of Muhammadans. Sir 
Suvendra Nath claims that he has shown great deference to public 
opinion, in that he held a conference to discuss the subject. I challenge 
this claim. It is true that he held a conference—I was invited to give my 
opinion at that conference on the question of Muhammadan representa¬ 
tion. I was the only Muhammadan present at tlie time when this ques¬ 
tion was taken up and the rest were Hindus and Europeans, though two 
Muhampiadans turned up after the question had been voted. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: He is quite 
wrong. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUS 8ALAM : Am I to be interrupted in this way? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Go on, please. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDU8 8ALAM: I pressed at the conference the 
desirability of Moslem communal representation through separate elec¬ 
torate. The Hindu members excluding Sir Sureiulra Nath approved it, 
an.d then in spite of my protest, Sir Surendra Nath put the question to 
vote, with the result that the Europeans supported niy point, winch was 
carried by majority in spite of united Hindu opposition. I have been 
asking for a copy of the authentic proceedings of that conference from 
Sir Surendra Nath but.without effect. 

Although the conference hy a majority of votes approved of communal 
representation in the case of the Muhaininadan community, Sir Surendra 
Nath has rejected it in his draft Bill, though (jovemment Uesolution of 
July, 1913, and Lord Sinha’s Bill of 1918, accepted it and yet, forsooth, 
he is taking credit to himself for having shown deference to public 
opinion! 

• In framing the Bill he says that he has ftdlowed the main fe- 
coimiiendation of the conference, but I assert that to say so m respect 
of this particular point is a travesty of facts. 

The Hon’bid Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The slateiuont is 
quite false. 

Khan Bahadur ABDU8 8ALAM: Am I to he liable to indecorous 
interruption in this way? The Ilou’blo Minister, in his speech, has 
treated us to a great deal of literature—a great^eal of idle political 
shibboleths, catch phrases and catchwords borrowed copiously from what 
he deems bis holy constitutional code, the Montagu-Oliclmsford Report. 
TTo thinks that the words in that holy constitutional ho()k of his are 
words of wisdom wliich will hold good for eternity and are unchangeable. 
I am amazed that a politician of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea’s standing 
should take his stand on the words and ojiinions coiitaincd in that 
Report—words and opinions whiclv were pul forward tentatively to invite 
criticism. It is true that, at first Mr. Montagu held the opinion that India 

should not have conuuunal rejiresentution. Tie invited criticisma his 
tentative proposals, and then after they were subjected t-o criticisms, after 
the Indo-European Association, the Central National Muhammadan Asso¬ 
ciation, the All-India Moslem I.eague and other public bodies, such as, 
the European Association, the European Chambers of Commerce and the 
All-India Moslem League, etc., submitted their veiws on the (juestion, 
Mr. Montagu himself recanted his political faith in the political shib¬ 
boleths which he dreamt of while living in England. Only a year had 
elapsed after his Report was out, when he said he had changed his opiirion 
and thought that India should be represented on a communal basis and 
that communal representation should be given to the Muhammadans and 
Europeans because they represented great iinpoitant and historical 
minorities. And the joint Parliamentary Committee also accepted this 
principle of - communal representation, which is now embodied in the 
r-% _wliinVj WA all nwe nur nrettent noUficjil 
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position. In the face of these eonsiderationa for Sir Surendra Nath to take 
his stand on the tentative opinions of Mr. Montagu—opinions subs^uent- 
ly disavowed by Mr. Montagu himself, exploded by the public bodies, 
rejected by the joint Parliamentary Committee—is a sight that does not 
redound to his credit as a sound or fair politician. 

Some members have argued that if communal representation m givpn 
to the Muhammadans, will not the Chinese, the Jews, the 
Marwarifi, etc., he justified in demanding similar privileges? The idea is 
simply ludicious. Perhaps they have not read Indian history and do not 
know the conditions under which Indian political life has grown up. 
Have the Muhammadans fallen so low that they should be treated on the 
same level with the Marwaris, the Jews and the C^^inese, etc. ? Is it not a 
fact thilt Muhammadans, unlike the Ohine.se and the Jews, etc., have 
lived and ruled in this country for seven centuries and mean to live in it:* 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT! Order! order! I'hat is not the ques¬ 
tion before the House. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUS 8ALAM: Political influence of Muham¬ 
madans is different from that oi communities like the Marwaris, Chinese, 
and the dews, etc. I wanted to bring home these points to the Council. 
We the Muhammadans, have political influence, historical heritage and 
numerical strength and permanent connection which those enterprising 
communities have nqt got. 

I have said that at a conference at Tmekuow where the Hon’ble 
Minister was also i)rcsent, communal representation to the extent of 40 
per cent, was decided upon in favour of Muhammadans in Bengal. What 
happened afterwards ? What happened with the Franchise Committee ? 
Our Minister was also a member of the Franchise Committee. I was 
examined'as a witness on behalf of the Central National Muhammadan 
Association. Why did he not dare to put the question to me challeng¬ 
ing our claim to communal representation? He never asked me any 
(luestion about communal representation. Nobody challenged that point 
at all. The committee did not feel any need to dismiss the point, for it 
was taken for granted that communal representation was absolutely 
necessary under the existing conditions of life in India in spite of the 
irlib talk of nationhood and such phrases. Florid rbetoric, rounded 
periods and copious quotations from the Montagu-(.:helmsford Report do 
not change facts. Here we know where we are and the idea of nation- 
hood” presupposes the Ihct that the Hindus and Muhammadans are 
gwmiuelv friendly and united in their work and life and ideal, but wc must 
take things as they are. We must face facts and not build castles in the 
•tir and merely say thaf we have established nationhood, so let us banish 
all racial distinctions. T appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to honestly say if 
' the Hindus and Muhammadans have blotted out ail distinctions between 
themselves. I was 32 years in Government service and I-know some¬ 
thing of tbe districts in the province and I know also what lives 
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Muhammadans lead there, but I refrain from unveiling the picture, lest 
I should further add to the bitterness of this controversy, which is not 
of my own seeking, and the responsibility for which must rest on the 
broad shoulders of Sir Surendra Nath, who in his dark days, whilst under 
the cloud of Government displeasure, abounded in professions of friend¬ 
ship for Muhammadans. 

By giving 13 seats to Muhammadans, the Hon’ble Minister has 
virtually recognised the fact that even in the city of Calcutta there should 
be communal representation for Muhammadans in spile of Ins being 
obsessed with the idea of nationhood. After he has reserved 13 seats 
it does not lie in his mouth to say that there should not be communal 
representation for Muhiyninadans. The question is now narrowed down 
into whether it should be through mixed electorates, separate electorates 
or nomination. Muhammadans prefer separate electorate to a mixed 
electorate, because a Muhammadan returned by a mixed electorate wril 
represent the preponderating Hindu element of a mixed constituency, and 
will not represent Muhammadan views. The Hon’ble Minister has been 
pleased to say: “ The system of communal representation would be an 
innovation to the munici])al legislation of ihe province.” T cballenge 
the truth of this superficial observation wdiy, all along since the consti¬ 
tution of those self-governing local bodies, communal representation on 
these bodies was conceded to the Muhammadans through the door of 
Govomment nomination. Again in the year 100(5, when the Muhamma¬ 
dans foresaw' what was coming, an All-India Moslem deputation, headed 
by His Highness the Aga Khan, waited upon T>ord Minto, the then Vice¬ 
roy of India, tt> pray for the extension of the .system of separate Moslem 
representation not only to the (Council but also to local boards, district 
boards and municipalities. Ja.rd Minto in reply said— 

The pith of your address, as T understand, is a claim that in any* system of 
representation whether it affects a Municipality. District Board or a Is>KiBlaUv4. 
Council in which it is proposed to introduce or to increase an electoral organisa¬ 
tion the Muhammadan community should bo represented as a community. You 
point out that in many cases electoral bodies as they are now constituted cannot 
be expected to return a Muhammadan candidate, and that, if by ^han^ they d 
so it could only be at the sacrifice of such a candidate’s views to those of the 
maiority opposed to his own community whom ho would m no way represent, and 
you justly claim that your position should be estimated not merely on your 
Ll strenrth but in respect to the political importance of the community and the 

service it has rendered to the Empire. 7 am entirely m accord wM you. . . . 

T fi-mlv convinced as I believe you to be, that any electoral representation 

in^Sdil would be doomed to mischievous failure which aimed at 

that tCiniLl rungs in the ladder of Self-Government are to he found n the Muni- 
that the mU g direction we must look for the 

cipal and Distr ’ , people. Tn the meantime, T can only say to you 

gradual enmmunitv may rest assured that their political rights and 

that Mu ^ safeguarded in any administrative reorganisation 

::;r;^:rivr^nd you roiy upo., th. 
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British llaj to respect, as it has been its pride to do, the religious beliefs and the 
natiDnal traditions of the myriads composing the population of His Majesty’s 
Indian Kinpire. 

TIiClS© are the words of the highest authority in the land at the time, 
namely, the Viceroy of India. He gavp a distinct pledge that Mussal- 
inaus should get separate communal representation not only in the 
Legislative Councils but also in the municipalities and district boards. 
Do you treat this as a mere scrap of paper? 1 had many things more 
to say but for want of time I cannot say them. 

Here the speaker, having reached the time-dimit, resumed his seat. 

Mauivi KHANDAKAR ARHAMUDDIN: Two of the provisions 
of the Ciucutta Municipal Bill have come in for if good deal of d'scussion. 
Sir Surendra Nath gives 13 reserved seats to Muhufnraadana and says 
that they (^an g(d, more tiirough tlio general eloclorate. 'I'he last pro¬ 
vision is indefinite and is, therefore, unsatisfactory. It would be better 
t.o fi\ a certain number of seat.s for them, say a third of the total number 
o[ seats. This the (Government should do if they want that the Bill 
shoul.i have the support of the House and be a useful piece of legisla¬ 
tion The Hon’ble Minister knows and so does every other Member 
of the (Government tliat the Muhammadans w^ant communal represen¬ 
tation in all hu-al bodies. It i.s not understood why the (jovernmeiit 
shoe Id go against their wishes, while communal representation has been 
recognised in many places in India as the basis of representation of the 
important Muhammadan minority. I hope that the Government will 
realise the usefulness of forcing its views or rather the views of 
Sir Surendra Nath upon the Muhammadans and accede to their legitimate 
request for communal representation in-all local self-governing bodies. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: It appears that the discussion on the' 
(Calcutta Municipal Bill has centred round practically one thing— 
Muhammadan representation. This subject has really overshadowed all 
the other important matters in the Bill. I had a mind also to take full 
part in this lengthy debate, but last night, after I had heard the Hon’ble 
Mr. r. C. Mitter speaking of a compromise in relation to” this question 
of communal rejiresentation, I changed my mind and decided not to 
speak, but at the same time I must say that the reservation of only 13 
seats for Muhammadan representatives does not bear testimony to the 
earnest desire of Government to do justice unto them. Before I resume 
mv seat, T wish to record my emphatic protest against the provision for 
communal reprCvsentation and I earnestly recommend that the Hon’ble 
Minister should take the initiative himself and modify the Bill so as to 
av(»id further unpleasant discussion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD ERSHAD ALI KHAN 
CHAUDHURI: T fail to understand the line of arguments put forward 
by the Hon’ble Mover of the Bill in support of his contention that the 
Muhammadan members should be elected by a mixed electorate, though 
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their number should be fixed at 13 by the Statute, llis solicitude to fix 
their number in this way and reserve a certain number of seats for them is 
an indirect proof of his admission that the Muhammadan community 
requires effective representation in the Corporation. Now, having 
tacitly admitted this, he cannot consistently urge that such effective 
representation will be secured by a mixed eleciorafe of Hindus and 
Muhammadans. What guarantee is there that mombervS returned by 
such mixed electorates would he true representatives of the Muham¬ 
madan community P What guarantee can there be tluii stich represen* 
latives will not be Muhammadan representatives in mime only but in 
reality mere mouthpieces of the non-co-operators of the Hindu commu¬ 
nity? I will make thi#rlear by an illustration. SnppoH<‘ two Muham¬ 
madan candidates appear on the field for a seat. One of them is a non- 
co-operator and the other is a loyal citizen. Suppose the former is 
hacked by the same class of Hindus and secures the largest number of 
votes, while the latter secures a much less number of v«)ies, only from 
the Muhammadans and is defeated. The result will be that th(i former 
will be returned and will practically he a representative of the Hindu 
noa-co-operators. T ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
whethei Ihe Muhammadan community would be effectively represented 
by such a Muhammadan? The system which he projuises is thus, in 
my opinion, inconsistent and self-contradictory. I therefore op[c»8e 
it with all the emphasis that I can command. • 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: T thank the Hoirble Minister for 
making a provision of 13 seats reserved in the Calcutta Municipal Bill 
for Muhammadans. Tt is, in a way, an admission by the Hon’ble 
Minister that Muhammadans should get some sort of representation 
different from other communities or other body corriomte—T cannot but 
thank Ihe Hon’ble Minister again for this provision of 13 seats, but. 
Sir, the old order has changed, yielding place to new, so what was rid 
and had should be changed into something new and good. What was 
srood in old days, cannot stand the test of progress and advancement. 
What suited people in 1899 does not suit them in the year 1921. So, 
some sort of change is essentially necessary. As change is gradually 
taking place, the angle of vision is also undergoing great change'. 
Change there must he and none can check it, for it is the order of the 
day. 

As in the case of the law, so it is true in the case of society. . dV’hat 
suite.! Muhammadans 50 years ago does not suit them now. They are 
in a transitory state. So their aspiration should he regarded with sym¬ 
pathy and thoderatipn as they are in a minority. The Montagu-Chelms- 
forff Scheme has granted Muhammadans 40 per cent, of scats on this 
Council. If the boon was not granted to the Muhammadans then T 
doubts and rightly doubt, that this Council would notjiave been repre¬ 
sented even by one-fourth of the present number of Muhammadan 
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mer.berfl, a'iid the interest of the Muhammadans should not have been 
pr(.i)erlv safeguarded and their grievances set right. So if separate 
representation is not granted to the Muhammadans, then I doubt whether 
their interesis in other self-governing boflies, will be safeguarded. 

One of the reasons for separate Muhammadan representation is their 
poverty. Their poverty stands in the way of advancement and progress 
and their will is often liable to be dominated by the. will of their Hindu 
creditors, zamindars and lawyers. There is no use denying the fact 
that, for various reasons, Muhammadans cannot tiope with their Hindu 
brethren, hut the principal of them is their penury. There cannot he 
any comparison between the Muhammadans of Bombay and Calcutta. 
At Bondmy Muhammadans are rich, whereas in'(\alculiu Muhammadans 
are poor. ' Tn Calcutta, one can find big landlords full-fledged Barristers 
and ^ich merchants almost all of them are Hindus. So Culcutia Muni¬ 
cipality requires sejiarate Muhammadan representation more than any 
other place as the will of its Muhammadan voters are liable to he domi¬ 
nated by the rii-h and influential section of other communities. 

If Muhammadans would get separate representation they may return 
extremists. This argument seems to me to he sound for Muhain- 
niadans as welt as Hindus may return extremists in ca.se of mixed 
representations a.s it entirely depends tin the mentality of the votei in 
.these days of non-co-o])eration. This expression seems to me to be a 
bogey to influence fhe voter of the Kuropcan or Anglo-Indian comiuu- 
nity for the Bill. 


Mr, ABDUR RAHEEM: 1 join in the chorus of congratulation to 
tlio Hon’blo Minister in introducing tlio Calcutta Municipal Bill. It 
is indeed gratifying that it should have been given to him who strove 
unsuccessfully 22 years ago against the existing Municipal Act to 
move for its appeal. 

I do not wish to take up the time of the Council hy any reference 
to the details of the Rill at present, hut I would like to say a few words^ 
in regard to the arrangements proposed for se<“uring an adeejnate repre¬ 
sentation of Muhammadans in the Corporation. 

Whoii Government first published their proposals relating to the 
constitution of the Corporation in 1913, the question of Muhammadan 
representation was discussed at length in the Corporation wbo rejected 
various alternatives—among them the eannarking of seats in plural 
constituencies—and recommended that 8|)ecial provision was re<iuiTed 
to secure for Muhammadans proper aud adequate representation. In 
the Bill which Government published in 1917, provision w'as made 
for a siiecial electorate for Muhammadan.s, and 9 seats were allotted to 
them. The Corporation going back on their (.wn resolution of 1913, 
expressed tliemselves against a communal electorate and suggested the 
eannarkiug of seats in mixed constituencies. , T pleaded m the Corpora¬ 
tion for communal representation, but 1 was outvoted. It is unfortunate 
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that Government, too, have gone back upon their (lecision without, as 
it seems to me, ascertaining Muhammadan opinion and consulting 
Muhammadan interests. 

At the outset, it is necessary to bear in ralnd the outstanding facts , 
of the situation. Muhammadans form a fourth of the total 
population of the city, but they are only a tenth of the total number of 
voters. They are in a hopclc.ss minority in all ibe wards in the matter 
of voting strength. During the whole of the life-time of the present 
Act, wo never had more than two elected Muhaniniadun commissioners 
in the Corporation, and for some years we have^had none. It is neces¬ 
sary, therefore, to make special arrangements for securing an adequate 
representation of Mulminmadans and this, I say. can only 1x5^ done by 
c<ommunal represent ation. 

Tlie ITnn’ble Minister said that lie opposeil communal representa¬ 
tion on principle and that eveiy lover of his (iountry must, do so. If is 
priM'isely on the same ground that I plead for it. 

The chief argument advanced is that <-lasa electorates will hinder the 
growth of Indian nationhood and the evolution ot the citizens spirit, and 
that it will make people think as partisans and net as citizens. I do not 
agree, because Indian nationhood will grow, not from the obliteration of 
racial and religious differences, but from heightened sense of common 
interests, and I hold that the recognition of communal interests will 
tend towards union, as it is only N^hen each community feels assured 
in the enjoyment of its right that it will make common efforts and sacri¬ 
fices. 

Nor do I see. why communal lepreseiitativcs should think as partisans 
uihI not as citizens. MemhcrsMre 7iow lelurned to various councils fr«un 
provinces, divisions or districts. Do they think in terms of. the parti- 
c\ilar geographical units which they represeiii, or in terms of the country 
as a whole? Why should tln\v, if the distribution bo on ethnological 
instead of geographical lines, think in terms of coinmunities instead of 
the population as a whole ? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I rise to a point of order. Have we 
got a quorum ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes; there is a quoniin. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM: It is simply a question of grouping, and I 
would liave the whole system of elections o'n a communal hasi.Sj ’ 

Another argument advanced by opjionents of communal representation 
is that it-will tend to perpetuate difference.^. The differences between 
the different communities are based on profound differences in religious 
beliefs, practit^s, traditions, civilisation and culture. It is futile there¬ 
fore to talk of perpetuating distinctions which are already permanent. 
Besides th^ differences are not a bar to unity of effort. 


Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea told us in his speech that the introduc¬ 
tion of communal representation would be an innovation m the municipal 
legislation of the province. So is the earmarking of seats in plural con- 
Ktitueucies. Why does he then adopt the latter? 

We were tlien told that through communal representation Muhamma¬ 
dans could get only a certain number of seats, and would not be allowed 
to stand in the general electorate, whereas under Ibe system proposed they 
would get only K1 seats earmarked for them, but might in coupe of time 
be able to capture some seats in other wards also. This, I say, 
is a mere delusion. In wards where seats are not earmarked, you will 
find the Muhammadan population and Muhammadan voters so negligible 
that the jwospect of their being able to capture aujs of the seals is extreme¬ 
ly remote, however niu<;h they might advance in education, wealth and 
other matters. It is true tiiat the lowering of the franchise will add a 
nnmlifir of Muhammadan voters, but it will increase the number of other 
voters, too, ami I appreliend that the disparity will increase and not dimin¬ 
ish. i am aware that under the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1888 when 
every ward returned two representatives, 5 to 9 Muliammadans used to he 
elected. But the relative strengtli of the different comm unities has since 
completely altered. 

The chief ohjeidion to earmarking seats to he voted for by mixed 
electorates is that it gives only the appearance, and not the reality of 
Muhammadan repregentalion as Muhammadan Councillors will he 
retuined hy mixed edectorates which will be preponderutely non- 
Muhammadaii. Other comniuuiUes will he deciding who should present 
the Muhammadan eominuiiity and th(‘ men elected under such a system 
might not l>e real exiMinents of Muhammadan feeling and inien^sts. 

I trust I have shown the necessity for communal representation for 
Muhammadans. Government have conceded it in the case of election 
to Councils. One of my friends here has just said that there is no pro¬ 
vision for communal representation for Hindus. I respectfully submit 
that Hindus and Europeans do practically enjoy it, the former by reason 
of their superior members, wealth and education, and the latter by 
means of representation through the Chamlier of Commerce and the 
Trades Association. The only other important community which is 
left out is tlie Muhammadan. Tl»e European and Hindu commissioners 
in the Corporation have always identiried themselves with Muhamma¬ 
dan interests, and I repudiate any statements to the contrary and take 
the opportunity of expressing our grateful acknowledgments to my 
Eiyopeaiv and Hindu colleagues in the Corporation. But I must say 
th.at the fact of their advocacy of Muhammadan interests is, however, 
no reason why Muhammadans should have no representatives of their 
own. 

It was such a pleasure to hear so many of my friends here express 
their desire for Ijarraony and friendly relations with Muhammadans. 
So 1 do. They oppose communal electorate for Muhammadans because- 
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they honestly believe'that it will mar the |?rowth of friendly relations. 
On the other hand» I plead for it because I sincerely believe that it will 
promote amity. Muhammadans are in a backward condition. Kijjhtly 
or wrongly, they are discontented at the domination by the more 
advanced communities, and the tension of feeling w'hich has resulted 
from local economic and other troubles has been accentuated by extra¬ 
neous events. Whatever individual M\ihammadan members may say 
in CouiTcil, almost the entire body of the Muhammadan thinking popu¬ 
lation strongly feel that it is only communal electorates which will give 
them equal chances and opportunities and Musljm public bodies have 
invariably pressed for them. When Muluinimadans ask for communal 
representatoin, you opf^se it on j)rinciple. When (Tovornment,propose 
to earmark 13 seats for Muhammadutjs, Ihihu Amulya Dhone Addy gets 
up and thinks that the number sbouhl bt^ rediu^ed, ultliough it is so 
obvious that in civic administration which touches the every day* livfes 
of llie peoide, it is the total p<jpulation, not tbo number of rate-payers only 
whieh .should he the principle criterion. And all the time you are profess¬ 
ing your good will ioward.s the Muhammadan community. 1 would ask 
you to consider* the effect outside of these proceedings here. Even 
assuming that any serious principle is involved, wotild it not ho so states- 
manlike on the part of Government and so magnanimous on the ])art 
of tlie dominant communitic.s to waive the question of princ.iple in favour 
of ilieir weaker brethren where no dire cons(‘fjucnc.e| are likely to i-esult? 
Even if Muhammadans got a seat or two extra, why grudge it? Wliat 
an iiK^alculable effect it will have on local ami imj)erial politics, and 
(u> national life generally if, when tliere is a genuine demand from a 
Weaker community for a concession or privilege, the stronger communi¬ 
ties a]»proach it in a spirit of accommodation. I sincerely thank ray 
European colleagues in tliis (k)\im il for their (iX])ression of opinion 
recognising the necessity ()f coinuHinal ropji'seiitation for Muhammadans. 

I sincerely hope that Hindu members of this Chmncil also will consider, 
our prcvsent demand for communal electorate, not from the standpoint 
of how they can resist it hut whether balancing the ]>roH and cons, it 
would not be best to concede it. 

Babu 8URENDRA MATH MALLIK: I beg to congratulate the rate¬ 
payers of Calcutta on the introduction of this excellent piece of legis¬ 
lation for the Calcutta Municipality which has been so ably platuid Inifore 
this House by the Hon’ble Minister, for a broader municipal life in our 
city. Nobody will grudge him the pride that he takes and so legitimately 
takes, in being able to introduce thi.s Bill which has hcfcn drawn up Vm 
the most popular lines possible—lines for w'hich he fought and dedicated 
his whole life. I earnestly thank God that He has spared him to enjoy 
this pleasure to-day. We, in Calcutta, liave been labouring, for a long 
time, under the disadvantage of the present retrograde and reactionaiy 
Act, ♦ in which the most objectionable feature of 4hree co-ordinate 
authorities was introduced for no other purpose than for the sole object 
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of depriving the ratepayers of their voice in their own city. This was 

done, at the instance, as we all know, as he knows, as everybody 
(■(mnected with Calcutta and the municipal history knows, of an 
xinsympathetic Lieutenant-Governor, under the advice of a 

(M.airmun who was highly hurcaiicratic and never loved the city 
which he was called upon to administer. They are all dead and 1 
will not name them. Fortunately for us, our patience was never allowed 
to get much too tired as it would have been, but for the fact that, within 
6 or 6 years, after the introduction of this Bill, an Englishman—I must 
s-iv a very broad and uohle-minded Englishman—a true type of English¬ 
man every inch of him, was entrusted with the administration of the towm 
and thtbt was the lute lamented Sir Charles Alleit (“Hear,” “hear ). It 
was he who softened tlie rigour of the Act and in .spile of all that was con¬ 
tained in the Act, comteived the idea of framing the Standing Committees, 
(;nc after the other,'against Government,, even against the law itself, 
only with a view to allow the people of Cah^utla a larger voice in the 
udministralion of their t>wn affairs. It wa.s he, Sir, who developed the 
Distri.d Systeui, with the idea of giving equal altentioji to all parts ol 
the town and by way of decentralization. To the memory of that great 
man I sincerely offer a hearty tribute of our respect and gratitude. That 
ptdicy lias since been carried on and I must confess not only carried on 
but has been largely developed by our present Cbuirman, Mr. Payne. 
The Corporation of/Calcutta is, indeed, under a deep debt of gratitude 
to him. I must take this opporlunity of mentioning it in this Council, 
and particularly so-, because he is going away from us in the course of a 
few weeks. He is a man who is always kind and just, hut at the same 
time strong and .sympathetic. He is ii anaii who is veiy impartial to all 
ainl at tiu' same time his name is known to be a terror to the miscreants in 
the Corporation; not only a terror to them but I might also add a terror to 
those ratepayers, high and low, Indians and Europeans—I repeat the.se 
two words. Indians and Europeans—who wanted unjustly to evade the 
law. He is a great friend of mine and I have known him since he was an 
Assistant Magistrate and we have worked together all through these 23 or 
24 years. I know there is hardly a more sympathetic person than him¬ 
self, who w'ould help any man in his difficulties when he would come and 
honestly ask for redress. His knowledge of Calcutta and matters muni¬ 
cipal is unique and unrivalled, gained through incessant study and un- 
ceasing inspections. Mr. Payne is a man who has never learnt the art of 
sparing himself in the discharge of his duties and that is the cause of his 
present breakdown in health and is also the cause of introducing the new 
system by which the Chief Executive officer and the Chairman must he 
two different individuals, for it is impossible for one man to carry on the 
work. To avoid going into details unnecessarily at the present moment, 
I need only say that I heartily approve—and warmly, too—the other 
salutary change^ proposed in the Bill—firstly, a larger representation of 
the ratepayers in the Corporation with an adequately strong vofee; 
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secondly, the widening of the basis of the franchise so as to raise the 
number of ratepayers to double its present number, if not more; and 
thirdly, the principle of one vote tor one voter, thereby ser-uring greater 
freedom of thought and action to the comiuissiouers. 

But I deeply regret that the Bill has tailed to iuidude another salutai-y 
measure which was also recommended by the Corporation, namely, votes 
for women, and I would venture to think that this has been done more 
out of tradition than out of reason. On the broader question I would draw 
the attention of the Coumdl to two matters of vital importance to the 
ratepayers in their daily life, viz, the principle of assessment for residen¬ 
tial houses and the macbiiieiy of hearing assessment appeals. Now, 
under the new Act, you have perpetuated the idea of making the Chair¬ 
man the all-in-atl in matters of asse.ssnient. Please, therefore, lot us 
have an opportunity of saying that there should be introduced a jiow 
machinery for tlic purpose of bearing appeals \vhi(di will be independent 
of the Chairman. No man should be a judge in his own case and the 
present system of the (Jhuiniian’s assistants being both the Assessor and 
the Judge- to-hear appeals is clearly faulty and improper. It is not 
calculated to inspire confidence in the mind of the ratepayers and neither 
is it fair to the officers themselves. I do not like to trouble the House 
by going into these matters in detail, but these will have to be looked 
into. 

I would also draw the attention of the Council to the principle of 
assessment, as it is in section 151 of the Calcutta Municipal Act. It 
is most faulty as regards the valuation of lands and buildings. It is 
a somewhat technical matter.and, at the present moment, I must resist 
the temptation of going into it more minutely. One or two points to 
which I would like to draw the attention of the House is the question 
of provision in the Bill for providing sanitary dwelling houses and lands 
for the poorer people as well a.s the poor bhadrolok class. Section 394 
of the present Act is, if I may be permitted to say so, in a very crude 
condition and certain larger powers ought to be given to the Corpora¬ 
tion and those provisions should be made stringent and the duties tkat 
are laid upon the Corporation ought to be absolutely unavoidable. 

As regards the question of boundaries, I entirely agree with my 
friend, Colonel Pugh, in the view he has expressed that more should 
have been taken within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation; but 
at the same time I confess that I would wait at least for six years, for we 
are not in a position to supply filtered water even to ourselves. Unless 
and until we improve our filtered water system, it would be unjust to 
include other areas; and as we cannot improve the filtered water-supply 
for less than six years, and so long as we cannot improve it, it would, 
be unjust on our part to take others into our fold and make them pay 
higher rates. We have got no right to do that. 
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'I'here are one or two points with regard to which I need not trouble 
the Council, viz., the building regulations and hustees alignments. I am 
not sure if I like the somewhat grandiloquent designations of ** Mayor ” 
iind “ Alderman,” etc., but I am sure that I hate the designation 
“ Chief Executive Officer.” (A voice; ” Burgomaster.”) That is too 
ugly a word, though I was the person who suggested it at the Confer¬ 
ence, but I do not think that it is dignified enough. 

I should think that a more dignified name like the Administrator of 
the Corporation of Calcutta would be more acceptable. This I shall 
leave to the members. 

Tiastly, I come to this most important and delicate question of 
communiJ representation. In connection with tSiis I must first mahe 
niy position absolutely clear at the very outset. I accept this dispensa¬ 
tion of the Hon'ble Minister with regard to 13 lesei-ved and earmarked 
seals for Muhammadans in the Town Council, only because it is his dis¬ 
pensation. I have followed him in the matter of national politics more 
through evil than through good report, for the whole of my life with all 
the faithfulness yl self-surrender of a soldier to his general,,and of a chela 
to his guru and at this age, and after 30 years, 1 am incapable of ques¬ 
tioning his commands. I therefore have got to accept it. Whatever 
might he the justification of introducing this system of artificial elections 
for the licgislative Councils, I venture to think that there is none whatso¬ 
ever for introdiHung it fcii the Municipal Council. During my long, almost 
life-long, connection with the affairs of the Corporation, both as a rate¬ 
payer and as a commissioner, I have not come aerross any instance where 
there has been any difference of interest between a ITindu commissioner 
and a Muhammadan commissioner on tlm ground that they adopt 
different spiritual faiths. I can assure the House with all the emphasis 
that I can command, that the assertion of unequal treatment of Hindu 
and Muhammadan institutions or interests is as irresponsible as it is 
untrue. It is merely a statement of persona who are absolutely igntuant 
of the situation, men wlu» have not been called upon to take any part in 
public life. Tiet my friend, Mr. Raheem, speak all about it. Have 
Muhammadan interests ever been jeopardised? It has been said without 
any regard for truth that we, the Hindu commissioners, have disregarded 
the (piestion of sanitation of Muhammadans. I need not contradict this. 
It is a most absurd perversion of trutb. Hindus and Muhammadans live 
in the same hustee. How could we attend to the sanitation of one with¬ 
out attending to the sanitation of the other? Then it is said that Muham¬ 
madan schools were not given the same grants as Hindu schools. Wq 
pay only according to the number of heads—so many hoys, Rs. 1-8-0 
per head, and so many girls, Rs. 2-8-0 per head. For any number of 
(ibildren and to any teacher who applies we pay at that rate. That is 
. our policy. Without sufficient knowledge, to come forward with charges 
that are absohitely unfounded, to bring in race prejudice in .this way is 
absolutely mean an^ low. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUS 8ALAM: I rise to a point of order. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDEMT: Will the Secretary kindly let me know 
the exact words to which objection has been taken ? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is a mistake on the part of 
my learned friend. What T said was that the tactics of those who make 
such absolutely unfounded atatements were low and niear.. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I do not think he refers to any member 
of the Council. If he did, he is out of inder and 1 would ask him to with¬ 
draw the remark. 

Mauivi YAKUINUODIN AHMED: ! think that he meant members 
in this Council who made the ailcKutioiis to which lie lel'ers. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Mr. Mallik, you had better, with¬ 
draw those words. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Not only do T wUhdiaw but 
I apologise. If I have offended any of my Muhammadan friends, I bog 
their pardon. ‘ Nothing is more distant from my mind. It is a sheer 

misapprehension. 

Now to proceed. Why then accentuate a difference which does not 
exist and then insist upon remedy of* non-existent evil? 

Not only this, but it is these Municipal Councils, where the cause is 
comnion, the work is common, the goal is common—where, in this 
school of common training, free from questions of class or communal 
interests of the disintegrating elements animated by a common pnrjmse. 
we find the best place for a rreing nation like ours consisting of differ¬ 
ent religious beliefs and social ideals to learn, to work together, to 
think together, to soften our angularities and to aciiuire mutual respect 
and confidence. 

But a life-time discipline to obey him in all matters—national and- 
political_and although T am opposed to this separate communal repre¬ 

sentation, an ear trained for 30 years to his master’s voice cannot con¬ 
ceive of any refusal to obey. T, therefore, accept the proposed scheme 
of earmarked seats and special electorate proposed by my revered leader. 

Throughout my life I have been trained by the accepted father of 
Indian Nationalism that in the work of constructing our nation there 
should be no principle observed and asserted except the sacred one of 
“ fair field and no favour.” This is the whole of our national demand 
from the Europeans. Why should we then so lightly and for a shadow 
trample it under foot when we ourselves are concerned ? 

• I am sure that in making this concession to the Muhammadans there 
must have been violent wrench in the mind of the Hon’ble Minister 
himself in going back upon his own confirmed convictions in life. This 
he ha-s done only to show his regard for Muhammadan opinion and to 
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bring about "the spirit of comradeship with them in bis great and life- 
work of nation-building, I deeply appreciate the sacrifice which he 
lias made, for no sacrifice is so great as tliat of one’s own confirmed prin¬ 
ciples and convictions. Therefore, I do not like to say more about it 
and accept it with all the loyalty that I can command. 

Though I accept this, I cannot forget to be just to myself; and in 
justice to myself, I must say what I honestly feel about them. I must 
freely confess that as a thorough democrat, I am wholly opposed to 
these sham electorates and pocket boroughs of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, the Trades Association and all the rest of those trusts and con¬ 
cerns. The reason that has been assigned by the Hon’blo Minis- 
ier for giving them a fresh h-ase of life, viz., tftat it is in vogue since 
lH7b, does not upjieal to me. Is that a rea.son? It is just the contrary. 
It shows that it is a system which is old, antiquated and is only fit 
for tile dustbin. If, therefore, it is claimed that this Bill is intended 
to liberalise our local body, then by all means shake off this musty 
uiia(dironism of a bygone age. Let Europeans come to the (ku-pora- 
tioii if they choose by the open door of a general electorate. If that 
community still have within its fold broadminded men like George Yule 
lu- the late Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Pugh, Mr. Braunfield, Sir Daniel Hamil¬ 
ton and other great men like that, then there is no doubt that the 
Indian community would most warmly welcome them as their rejjre- 
sentatives in the Gonwnon Council and I have no doubt that, even to-day, 
men like Mr. Kae have just as large a chance of being elected by the 
Indijm ratepayers of ward No, 22 as myself. Come then out of your 
first class reserved compartments and trains de luxe and share with us 
equally the troubles and blessings of a» journey by the third class on 
nui- 4)iiward journey to our goal and see whether we do not put you forth 
as leaders and as leading citizens. Can there be any doubt that those 
who are anxious to keep themselves secluded in their own glory and 
grealuess get themselve.s steeped in their compartment with prejudices 
and become unfit to represent others? Mr. Watson-Smyth said yes¬ 
terday that he hoped that he would also be a brother to us in our march 
towards our goal. I beg to thank him for this huge joke as I think 
it to he one. 

Three hundred years ago Providence brought the Europeans to this 
country not without a purpose. Por 300 years they have been work¬ 
ing to uplift my poor motherland, India. Through a common law and 
a conmfon Government, through the same boons and through the same 
repressions, we have now been brought on to the high road to an united 
and national life. Tiet no man try to thwart that Divine purpose for, 
howsoever great he may think himself to be, he is yet a little smaller 
than Providence Himself. I must congratulate my Moslem friends on 
the fact that all of them, except one, have spoken in a spirit which did 
not introduce any religious animosity or class hatred and therefore 
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commanded our respect and attention. Let us, brothers, Hindus and 
Muhammadans, therefore, approach the question without any sectarian 
view and religious antipathy. Let “ good to our motherland be our 
only objective and let our motto and watchword be “ united we stand 

and divided we fall.’^ 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


Dr, A. 8UHRAWARDY; At the present stage of the Pill, 1 had no 
desire to intervene in the debate, and if I rise to speak to-day I do so in 
the hope of calming the tumult of bigotry and pacifying the passions 
of fanaticism roused A the Council by the speeches of some members, 
both Hindus and Muhammadans. 

T deeijly deplore that certain passages in the Hon’ble Mipist.or a 
speech have given rise to apprehensions and alarm in the minds of iny 
Moslem colleagues that the acceptance of this method of represenlaiion 
is the thin end of the wedge, that our acquiescence in it on the present 
nceasion is likely to furnish a precedent for doing away with conummal 
representation in the Council, and denying its evteosi.ni to local bodies 
in the mufiissal. Cftinmunal representation in the Council is a M'tllod 
fact, the conditions in tho mufassal differ widely from those of Calcutta. 

J earnestly trust and hope that the Hon'hle Minister will dispel Moslem 
apprehensions and suspicions, Moslem doubts and^ear.s, by a declaration 
that, whatever he his personal views on the evils of communal represen¬ 
tation, he harbours no designs of unsettling the settled fact, that the 
question of communal representation in the mufassal will he considered 
apart, entirely on its merits,Mn the light of circumstanees and condi¬ 
tions pi evailing in the mufassal. If the Hon’hle Minister cigars the air 
by such a pronminrenient and if he gives an assurance of an increase.! 
effective and ndequaie representation for Muhammadans, commensurate 
not only with their voting, rating and numerical strength hut also with 
their historical and political importance, then I .shall not have the least 
hesitation in giving my whole-hearted support to a Bill which is pro- 
gre.ssive in its scope and generous in its intentions to safeguard the 
diverse interests of this city. 

There is another matter to which I should like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister as well as of the House. In the course of 


his speech, dwelling on communal representation and the mixed elec¬ 
torate, the Hon’hle Minister said that “the Bill embodies tb,e' views of 
the Government as a whole.” Now it is an open secret that a member 
of the Government is actively engaged in preaching against the views 
-of the Government as a whole and it is whispered in the lobby that he 
has the authority behind him of His Excellency the Governor. 1 am 
not in the secrets of the Cabinet. I do not know whether there is such 
a thing as an oath of secrecy for Ministers or whether Ministers have 
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the privilege of hreaking it with impunity as some wittiesses do in a 
court of law. But I think the House should like to have some light 
on the subject. There is an impression created in the House by the 
arrogant and impudent assertions of a speaker that Muhammadan mem¬ 
bers as a whole are all up in amis against this Bill. I am glad that my 
Hon’ble friend, Maulvi Einaduddin Ahmed, has made it clear that nothing 
could be further from the truth. I respectfully submit to the House that 
it should appraise the speeches at their true worth and value and not take 
seriously the unconsidered judgments, the wild utterances of those whose 
first acquaintance with public life is only through the door of commu¬ 
nal reprc.sentution. Naturally, they cling to it as a new-born babe to 
its mother. Nor should the House allow itself t« be misled by the pose 
of authoi'ity assumed by a member wlio avoids the risks of election and 
enters the Cotmcil by the backdoor of nomination. Sir, in these days 
when seats are plentiful a Muhammadan member who has the uni(]ue 
distinction of being nominated is not in any sense the representative of 
his people. 

Kven of the*elected members here to-day who can chiim (with one 
single exception) to have even the honour of defeat in u, contefit for a 
seat in the Oouncil or the Uoi-porntion commanding a single Calcutta 
vote? There is only one member here to-day wkom the Muhammadans 
of Calcutta have repeatedly returned to the Council as their elected 
representative. It is*lhe member who represented them in the Legis¬ 
lative Council in 1910—who represented them in the first Council \inder 
the Minto-Morley Hoforms and in the last, and who was once more 
returned by them to the present 'Reformed Council. And that member, 
vSir, is no other than your humble servant addressing the House. 


If a member hailing from the banks of the Rupnarain can pose as an 
authority on the affairs of Midnapore, if members from the mufassal 
are qualified to speak on Calcutta affairs (and undoubtedly they have 
the right to do so), I hope the House will pardon me and not accuse me 
of excess of cheek and brass if. for a moment, I have the audacity to 
imitate the ways of Maulvi Nasim Ali of Bagnan. Sir, I have carefully 
examined the advantages and disadvantages of the proposed method of 
Muhammadan representation, and have weighed calmly and dispassion¬ 
ately its pros and cons and I am satisfied that the balance of advantage 
is in favour of the Muhammadans. We ore given 13 seats specially 
reserved .for us where we had none. We are given the right of voting 
in the general electorate and contesting any seat in any ward in the 
general electorate and our voting strength in the general electorate will 
be increased considerably in excess of that of the Hindus. The Muham¬ 
madans will thus he in n position to turn the .scale in favoiir of any can- 
‘ didnte, Hindu or Muhammadan. Thev will th«« hold the ‘‘balance of 
power.” to use the phrase of a T»ewlv-disrovered Hindu friend of Muham- 
marlano in tliic Poiineil Hod .save IIS from such a frtAn<l T 'Mow 
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inombers of tlie Council may be deluded and deceived by his champion¬ 
ship of Moslem cause to-day. Old niembcr.s know better and understand 
the secret of this sudden conversion and change of heart. 

At i>nge 17 of the Rep'wt of the proceedings of a Committee of non¬ 
official members of the Council to consider the Reform proposals there 
is a note of dissent which opens thus:— 

In the matter of representation of Muhammadan interests in the enlarged Coun¬ 
cils the Congress League Scheme should not be followed. They (the Muhammadans) 
on no account should he allowed to have the balance of power in their hands. Bm-h 
a state of affairs would not only spell disaster to the cause of good Govornmout in 
the country, but would seriously jeopardise the interests of the non-Muhammadana. 

The note of dissen^ is dated the 2nd January, 1919,* and is signed 
“ Siva Shekhareswar Ray.” 

That this advantage of balance of power ” which the Kumar 
Biva would, on no aeconni, give to the Muhammadans, is real, suhstfln- 
tial and genuine, needs no demonstration, and it should outweigh all 
minor considerations and set at rest all imaginary forebodings and 

fears. , 

% 

Even under existing conditions it is not an impossibility for non- 
Hindus lo be returned to the Corporation and other local bodies through 
mixed electorales. Tlie names of the Cohen brothers and Nawnb 
Badruddin Hyiler in Ihe Corporation, Mr. T). T. C^oben in the Council, 
Nawab Khwajab Maliomed Yusuf, Chaiman, Dacca District Board and 
for nearly 28 years ihat of ihe Dacca Municipality, Khan Bahadur 
Wasimuddin Ahmad, Maulvi Kmaduddin, Khan Bahadur Aman Ali. 
Chairman, resperiively, of the District B(Kirds of Pabna, "Rajshahi and 
Chittagong, are those of a fe<v genilemen elected through the mixed 
electorates which occur to me at present. Tt is said Muhammadan 
members outnumber the Hindus in Eastern Bengal and it is the weight 
of Moslem votes which has resulted in this achievement. Be it so, yet 
the Hindus do not clamour for communal representation. A voice from 
behind a.ska mo to give an instance from Western Bengal. There are 
many instances, even in Western Bengal, of Muhammadans being 
returned to loeal bodies through mixed electorates. But the best 
instance in Western Bengal is illustrated in the person of my bumble 
self. T happen to be the Chairman of the Midnapore District Board 
which consists of 24 members. There is only one elected Muhamma¬ 
dan member there and there is only one nominated Muhammadan member. 
The rest are non-Muhammadans. Yet the non-Muhammadans have 
elected the one elected Muhammadan member os their first rton-offieial 
Chairman. Insinuations are opposed to facts, theories and imaginary 
grievances to actual realities. It is said that a mixed electorate debars 
^real Moslems ” and paves the way for the success of “ renegades.” 
Gentlemen who have lightly indulged in such language have not taken 
the trouhle to define or e.xplain the expre.ssions ” real Muslims ” and 
** ” Whftt is a ** real Moslem.” I ask? Is he a Moslem 
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with a beard, with an oil-besmirched and jfrease-besmeared fez, 
an uxorious Moslem rejoicing in the plurality of wives ? I need not 
tarry for an answer. I drop the question. I do not pursue the query 
further lest it lead to unpleasant details and ends in unpleasanter 
revelations. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; Is the Member entitled 
to make such a virile personal attack? 

Mr. A. 8UHRAWAR0Y; There is nothing ]>orsonal. If the cap 
fits anybody, T cannot help. I change my question and ask, what is a 
“ renegade ” ? Is he a Moslem who has committed the crime of enjoy¬ 
ing the confidence of Hindus and Moslenos ali]^e, who has the rais- 
forttine of being ele(;ted by the votes of Hindu and Moslem electors? 
If so, then the Korrble Mr. Altaf All. son of the Hon'ble Nawab Nawab 
All, is a renegade, for he was returned from a mixed electorate to the 
late Council. 1 ask, once more what is a “renegade”? Is he a 
Moslem who gives his vote to a Hindu in preference to a Moslem can¬ 
didate for election ? If so, then Mauivi Nasini Ali is a renegade, and 
the wire-puller behind him a renegade of renegades—the arch-renegade; 
for the first act of those gentlemen fresh and unweaned from 
(communal electorate was to vote in this Council Chamber for a Hindu 
rival of a Muhammadan candidate. They were no more prevented from 
getting into the Council by the precious device of eommnnal representa¬ 
tion any more than tbe Hon’hle Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Mazharul Ha(f and the 
late lamented Mr. Kasul, de<dared and determined opponents of commu¬ 
nal representation. Sir, I repeat my question and ask, what is a 
“ renegade *’? Is he a Moslem who discourages the slaughter of the 
cow? If so the Commander of the Faithful, His Majesty the Ameer of 
Afghanistan, is a i-enegade and the Maulanas and Ulemas who have 
issued fiats and fahems to that effect are also renegades. And lastly, if 
the fa(^t of following the lead of a Hindu in politics renders a Moslem 
a renegade, then I challenge Mauivi Nasim Ali, backed by all the Alis 
in the Council, to contest any sent in any ward in Calcutta through a 
purely communal electorate, with the humblest Khilafat volunteer, the 
nteanest follower—should he care to offer himself *for election—of the 
Ali brothers, the redoubtable lieutenants of the Hindu Mahatma. 

I have not the slightest doubt as to the result and I am prepared to 
lav anv hei. Those who condemn hartal and Khilafat volunteers 
and support measures of repression (as Mauivi Nasim Ali did the other 
day) do not stand the ghost of a chance, however they may pose as “ real 

Moslems.” 

1 strongly oppose and emphatically repudiate and denounce £Ee 
innovation and heresy of elevating and exalting the principle of com- 
munal representation into the shibboleth of my faith and.the creed of 
my religion, and I venture to place before my Moslem brethren a Jeeson 
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learnt by tike reading of history and its philosophy. Society is not com¬ 
posed of fossils embedded in the rocks of retrogression and decay but 
of living forces which must advance and go forw'ard with the march 
of time. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Shame! 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I cannol understand this unseemly and 
in-elevant interruption by an elderly gentleman; but I must assure the 
Hon’ble Member that the reference t<» “ fossils ” is not iiitended to Iw 
personal. Communities, like individuals and nations, which do not move 
wdth the times and adaj)! themselves to the clianging circumstances of 
the day are doomed to*destruction. Let us not cling to an ancient saw. 
Let us not allow ourselve.s to be mastered hy a modern name. liCt com¬ 
munal interests and not communal representation he our watcHwoKls. 
Jjet us not cling for over to the door of rommunal representation hy 
whi(“h we have entered the Council, unaware of the fact that there is 
a wider and broader gate beyond, leading to the Hall of Freedom and 
Fraternity. Shall we for ever staml at the. door w'ith tHe tiler, or shall 
we enter the Vidlmlhi of the World and take our seat by the side of free 
nations ? 

T cannot sit dowui without taking, notice of the preteiision.s of the 
self-constituted jdeader of the Muhammadan rausc who arrogated to 
hiin.self the other day the position of the siiokesmaii of the Muhammadan 
members of the Council. I wonder if he has been so appointed hy the 
newborn Muhammadan As.‘«)ciution whi< h has not yet uttered a word on 
the burning questions of the day which arc* agitating the minds of the 
Muhammadans hut which never forgets to give banquets to members of 
the (k)uncil—the Federation, the first syllable of whose name,•according 
to a wag fully and fitly indicates its objects—to be feasted and fed. 

“We, Muhammadans, would resign our seats in the Council,” 
savs Mauivi Nasim All. W^e have heanl this kind of tall talk before and 
from jieivouH much higher and for a <'ause nobler ami loitier than that 
of communal representation. Kxample is better than prece}d. 
him take the lead and resign his seat. Let him rid the House of his 
piesence and let us see who sheds a tear, genuine or crocodile for him. 
Mauivi Nasim Ali reminds me of the fuhh^ of the gnat and the bull. 
The chariot-wheel of the Council’s progress will go on despite the efforts 
of the fly to arrest its onward inarch. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I rise to a jHiint of order. 'Is 
the member entitled to make virulent iJersonul leniarks':' We are of 
the same opinion as Mauivi Nasim Ali. 

•‘Dr, A. 8UHRAWARDYS Whom do you mean by “ we ”? Sjicak 
for yourself, lest I class you with the worthy Mauivi Nasim Ali. 

' Mr. D. c; CHOSE: I submit that ho is in order. He is not referring 
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The DEPUTY-PRESIDEMT: Please do not make any personal 

remarks. 

Dr A. SUHRAWARDY: It will go on without Mnulvi Nasini Ah 
and Ui« clients ns it has gone on without others greater 
than he; I am suit other Moslem memhers condemn and do not shaie 
the dog-iu-thi^-manger poliry ot Maulvi Nasim All. 

' “ If Hindus command the confidence of Moslems, why '««erve a num¬ 

ber of seats for Muhammadans at all?” questions the hou hie Maulv, 
The answer is simple, plain and clear. To give them popular and 
political edmation, to awaken in them interest in thmr cnac rights, 
amuse irieni iiom .scminolescencT and lethargy t.f a sense ol i • 

duties and res|.o„sibilities. The history and e-viKiriencc ol the past ill 

uathaf Mulianimadaas seldom offered themselves for election to the 

* '’' ladled’int,! slumhi.r hy the false .security of nomination they acmidod 
the heat and dust ot a contest. In 1921, no Muhamniadim candidate 
olfered him.self lor election to the Oorimration. In UlS, only one 
Muhammadan candidate stood and was successful. The same story is 
rem-aled and retold if w,. go haek a deeade or a quarter ol a eentury. 

Maulvi Nasim Ali insinuates that llindu-Alo,slem unity is a sham, 
Himlu-Moslem trieml.ship and fellowship a faree. I wonder .1 he was 
tliinkinf** of the liitle performance enacted in the lobby the other day. 

I wonder if he had in his mind the sight I witne.ssed—a .sight worthy of 
tlie ..ods-the dramalie .speetaelo of a youthful Councillor in the loldiy 
with"his orthodox hrow resplendent with the mark of the tilal: looked in 
the paternal arms of the veneral.le long-tohed, long-skirted leader of the 
Muhammadans, united not hy the hombs of higotry and hatiq I holie, lint 
by tliosc of affection and community of idenls—a symbol ot TLndu- 
Moslcm unity—not the deadly embrace of Sivaji and Afzal Khan. Sir, 
whatever Uindu-Moslejn unity mijrht have meant in the past, now il is 
leal, it is earnest and it is indissfduble; and whoever desires to disturb 
it in the sli^ditest degrt'e is a renefrade and a traitor, false to his 
ndif^ion and false to his oouniry. Hindu leaders iiow realise that the 
sabdy of India lies in the unity of Hindus and Moslems; and Muham¬ 
madans recognise that in the strength of united India lies the salva¬ 
tion of Islam. One word more and I have done. Maulvi Nasim Ali 
refers with eonfempt to the Utopian idea of self-government, appi'als to 
Ids KuroiHuin friends and the bureaucracy for protection, and declares 
that he 'does not want swaraj. He is not a dreamer. He is not a wild 
visionary. He is a practical man. The goal ot his ambition is not 
Plato’s Republic. His goal lies beyond the Ass’s Bridge. It is within 
the reach of every pleader who crosses it and develops asinine qualities. 
He is making rapid progress in that direction and he need not despair. 

MauUi A. K, FAIL-UL HAQs I have been a silent listener these 
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t flpbate have not been free from iluvi tinge of passion and pre- 

'5™ :'S S“:. - w. 

^ • ^4! oiipn far-reacliiutr importance. Jntt tiiougn x 

==“i:zS£=;;£SHE 

breath away. I am ’ ‘^* 5 *nindua- alul Muliammadana, have 

(oun(il, itim> c aeliheration m-IihL alone shrtnld 

ts:'Sr 

The p„T-al that haa ^ ^ ;I! 1 „ India, 

r'rrt:: ;;: AH^ 7: 4 ne varimm sittin.^ de,a^.d 

-t -’'-'f “ 7 ‘"f fl-oldv tha., far aa I am 

eommunal J t.een in fav<n,r of eomnu.nnl 

;r:-r.‘ThereaaonwhymyMnhamnn.d^^^^^^^ 

„„.h '’\';;:’;;:^,;.\,Xn.nadan .■nlU.aBuea in ttds ('onn.dl 

;:S« i poi,. ^«t tha., ■:!!:: 

,,elf, not one of then, has eve,'heen ,n 

„eve.' had any and Mnhammadana, whoae 

activrtiea, have hitf.erto ^ I;:!'AU-fndia 

ve.'y t- ‘■xcept,on. my rjm,ds W 7 

Moslem Lcsiguc, and, tli ’i:,-...! ..avancement. There is, tiieie- 

which really make for Muhaintmutaiv members of this 

fore, 110 reason for surprise la /j , U(„i-l)le Minister with alarm 

(’ouncil Imvc received the proposal ot i,„..,,ason 

and anxiety, but ‘’"tTs'a very simple one. The iiropoaal 

for alarm or anxiety. The { ■ judged on its own 

is no doubt somewhat new, but it w 1 ha e to ( J 

Tuerils. It is n proposal, nothing fuilbe , * ^ j J fin;,! 

to be considered and reconsidered in all its iKanng 

decision is arrived at. . 

1jr.ri™ ” 'S'S"- 

explanation. When I came f i;,,„ cjurts T beiivd whispers that 1 
a resolution about ^e nod over hy the Hon’hle Ministers. I do 

•hnd somehow or other ' _ h ^ ^ promise or prospect of 

T11 oT kZthat U,at reward may 1 . . Purely, he eannot 
X:t tli tmTt of a vaccination lnsiK,ctor or a eUntcal surgeon ... the 
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Modical Collej^e as these are within the departments in his charge 
(Lauffhter). Tim only way in which the Hon’ble Minister can show ns 
anv favour is by giving us dinners and lunches and other treats, 
freely admit that although our Ministers are very clever in keeping 
close and tight their purse strings, they ai'e fairly generous m giving 

treats- 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Axe tiiese remarks 
tit all relevant? 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have not made any strong remarks^ 
Those of us wlio have not had dinners cannot enjoy little J^paHees o 
this kind. I may tell the (^nincil that it has T»^ver fallen to mj lot to 
eniov ttt-ils of anv kind, exccjit from one Minister, who, I may mention, 

I an !:i.l of us to some evening 

n-irties However. I never meant t.> give offence to anybody; 1 only say, 
nfii, having had su.-h tieats. I can sia-uk with an easy conscience 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Is the meniheir in 
order ? 

Kumar 88*18 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; What is he leading to? 

Mr, D. C. CHOSE: Wait and see. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I was only going to make a certain 
proposition to niv friends in this Council. I want Ui speak tu gentlemen 
who wish to hear me. If T am interrupted in this way, I shall not speak. 

T luiv<‘ finished-- 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Please’ go on Mr. Pazl-ul Haq. I am 
sure wewould like to hear you and you are entitled to be heard in 

silenoo. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: T will not speak. I have finished. 

The Hon^ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I desire 
tliovoughlv to associate mysell with the observations which have Ldlen 
from the lust speaker. ri>., that we should consider the burning issues 
in connection with the Calcutta Municipal Bill in an atmosphere of cjilm- 
ncps sohrietv and moderation. 1 had hoped that the counsels of modera¬ 
tion and restraint would prevail; and so they did to a considerable extent. 
The luM-monv of our de'tiale.^ has. indeed, now and then been bioken by 
ascription of motives, by personal allusions and other matters of that kind 
which are verv much tp >»* icgrelied. The position of aovernnient in 
this matter is very l>lain. We have placed before this House certain 
protiesals for the amendment of the present Calcutta Municipa. Act. 
These are proposals and nothing more. Government have discussed 
' these matters, thev have formulated these, proposals, and they have 
tl,P irnlffmeut of the Hous? in regard to them. r^^r^lv 
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projKi.sal.'^, the final (leoiaion rests with this House. Chui«« hy clause, 
sectiou by section, the Hill will \w cousidered, mid therefore, it .seems to 
me tlnit all this heat, all this exuberance of feeliuR, this inteiniH>naice 
of laTii,nia"e, these interruptions, are out of place at this preliminary 
sta^e when we are far distant from the final decision of the great prob¬ 
lem of civic life. It seems to me that we are creating' tor ourselves an 
atmospliere which is very much to he deprecated—an atmosi>here which ^ 
will be hurtful to that calm and careful consideration of the great prob¬ 
lems which is so desirable. I pray for .sobriety, 1 piay for sell-restraint, 

I pray for tlie iiuietenlng down of jiassions which nu*;ht have lu'en iem- 
porarily raised by the heated discussions of to-day and yesterday. 

Thi.s is a Leg-islative T.’ouneil consisfint; of tlit' elected representatives 
of the people. You are chaif;ed_wiih a solemn trust to consider public 
qnestion.s that come before you aceordiiijx to their merits, free Irom 
jia.ssion and prejudice. But if you start the discussion iii a heated 
atmosphere of excitement and prejudice, how would it be iwssible to 
arrive at deeisions which will be cnushsieiit with justice to the interests 
concerned and ni conformity with the mandates of your own constitu¬ 
ents? Therefore, once a<,min I pray for a calm rousidcration nf this 
important (piestion in an atmosphere free from excitement and imssion. 

1 was very much pained to see a di.splay of lhe.se emotions on the part 
of elderly men; young men, T am prepared to exci^se, for we all have 
been young men ourselves, but, in the case of an uldcrly gentleman who 
has been long in the judicial service of Government, wlio has been trained 
in that service to weigh and cousidm* facts calmly and clos(‘ly» it seems 
extraordinary that he should be ^wayed by passir)n and so swayed a.s to 
foiget or misrepresent facts. I use the words forget aTid misrepn'sent 
deliberately. Mr. Abdus Salam was ideased to tell this ITouse’thai ho 
was the only Muhammadan iiresent at a particular (amfercnce to which 
I referred in my opening speech. Ijet me tell you that he was not the 
f)uly Muhammadan present. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUS SALAM: 1 did not say I was. 


The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: He said he 
was the only Muhammadan present. T am quostiouiiig a statement of 
facts which you made in this Council. Am I to be interrupted in this 

way? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister is eiititlwl to b<} 
heurd in silence. 

The Hon’blo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; As a matter of 
fact Mr. Krfan Ali was present. Dr. Hassan Suhruwardy was also 
nresent There were at least two Muhammadan gentlemen besides my 
friend Mr. AMus Salam. Then he was pleased to ask* me, that as a 

• • T!'_^ wKv T <1id Tifit out r*«o*t.!ijn fiii/>ui ir>nu 
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i„ him in connection with the eleotione to the Municipal Councils.^ 

u::..!:ru.::,u::: 

ino out of order. « • £ • i 

It necns to me that n,y Irie.ul suffers from a 
«-vl,le in a vuunf? man, imlefensiblo in Ins c-ase. He says the 
,;.„nnunity have ^oi eo.nmunal represenlatio.K they ^ 

<,f the-kiml. Tlie two thinf^s, he is i■oniouna.nfe^ are communal repu. 
sent-,lion an.l special electorates. Coinniuiml representation rs 

upon creel, representation throujrh special electorates is hasec 
1: ::i, dais interests, Bierelore, there is a wiile .1 ffereiicc luhween the 
tio, hut to 1 . 1 V cx-ju.licial frienil that ilifference iloes not oecui, 

U.t me pass from this personal reference which to me has heel, ve.J 
infill heeal.-se here we have leen enin.sle.l with a solemn ilutv , .1, 

onerous task, tlmt of preparing a Miinieipat ,\ct ‘ ‘d;m del 

ivas hopeil, ami I still hope, woiihl he a mmlel to the rest of “ 

all municipal,lies in lienoal, ami all this passion, .,11 1l ^ 
|,.ife all this frietion, are st.neil by raising irrele ant 
dsm.: amt ..onli.Kersies whieh are hesiile the main problems 
|„.|me ns. 1 ileeplv ilepreeate it. 1 hope that after the appe.il 
I have .male lo-ilay, »e shall resumo our ohl w-ays, ami meet hero as 
oolleairues ami brothers, ealleil upon by our h,oh sense o ill. y to cc n- 
si.lcr ami .techie .|,.estions of the frravest moment to the eily ot t alculla 
a,„l ,o the future interest of Lo.al Self-liovernment this eoiinlrv. 

Ilavinp- imule Ibis appeal, let me now eonsi.ler so.i.o of the points which 

huvo luHMi raised in Ibo ennrse of the discussion. 

i iUink tlm discussion may he said to have ceiiUed lonnd tliree points, 
whetl.er communal representation shouhl he given to the Muhammadan 
communitv. whether the University and the Bengal National Chamher 
of Uommerce shouhl have a vote c'onferred upon them to return repre¬ 
sentatives to the t’orporation. whether the Marwan community should 
Icive a special constituency of their own. and lastly, there is tha,t (pies- 
tion which was raised us to the inclusion of Maniktala and Cossipoie- 
(^liitpur within the jurisdietion of the (knporatiou. Other details were 
hrougl.t forward and limy will liave to he considered hy the Select Com- 
ihittm* * But these to my mind—and 1 have followed the discussion with 
the closest attention—are the central considerations which .this Council 
Ins been discussing for the last three days. I have no desire to swell 
the volume of controversy in connection with the question of communal 
repi(‘seutation. T would prefer to say nothing about it except perhaps 

reiev to one or two matters which are uppermost ill my iumd. and in 
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an<l p.«<lu<..- porhaps a mollif.viDpt effect upon tlioso wliose nuiul.s liuvo 
l>o(*n excited upon this qiievstion. 

Mv frieu,!. Mr. Nasiu, Ali, observe,! ibut if this p.U-utta MunieipiiA 
ISlll vv-is 11,e ffrsl fruit of file su"™; "liiih we luive lieen promise,!, fh 
k. “ wrim". of it, Uie better for us. Xow f usk him lu uH seriousness 
liut will, t!.e utmost einplm-sis, tliis plain simiile iiuestioii-iloes he or 
!;! be not Ibiuk that the preseut Bill wbalever ’ 

is ilistinetly siiiKuior to the raleutta Mum,-,pal “ / 

(hliik that ,|U..sti,m can only be auswereil lu one was. hs-u timin 

Miiliamimulau point of view it is a ilistim-t ailyauee 

svliii-l. ,1,,,-s not provhle for ,ommu„al reprivseutatlou. mil iloes it piovme 
for reserve,! seats, toiuive piveu Bl seats to Mill,amma,Ians ,i, the present 

Bill. 

The preseut Al t. iloes not reserve for thi-m evim one siml, the ,,,„',iti,>u 
of ,!u:,u..1 represeuta.io,, is still open, a,„l w,th “ 

'’I , 1 „1k. 11 nrrci.l it. TIkU is tin' attitude of the (.overn- 

u Mioiii.o . .,aniitfoa Hint, cvcii'irnm the Muhaniinadun 

"'‘■nl' 4 Vieiv' H.’c present Municipal Bill is a aistinei advanee upon the 
f >■ \i t -iTid to that extent, it miKht to he welcomed hy the Miihani- 
existiiif, s -■ nhieetioii, iieiliaps the piineipal ohjerimn, 

imolan coinimi i , . ^ ^ system of mixed eleetorait' 

"‘''i:::ll mr .m.'’"^eeB;; Muham.,.a,h,,, ,ep,es,.„latio,,; T-' . 

r,‘t fh'e Ivpe iff Muhammailan memheis wlio.n the Muhamma.la,, m,.u- 
T„ ,„ltv ffesiie to seu.l to tbe Coiporatiou. It vvouhl he as fnimi, 

I '• XT \r lint it inefteetive representation. It may In' ad(- 

Maulv, Nas.m A . P t >»• ^ H,at I 

ipiale, hu , Ohseivatiou implies a slur ulKui the ,l>s- 

'V * '''r ih f 'I mosque^ What about these and other men in tlm past, 

turin^y ^mrareleetoraie, who served the C.mpoi^- 

''■*1 nii^iiririiiir devotion and unflimhiiiK^ zeal? Say what you like 
tion With umi. U , usefulness (.f 

"a i,.: smi th^ ons vmw must ,, 0 . upon 
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the memoiy of these di.imgmsM men if you say that mixed electorate 
will not do, hut we must have communal representation; and if you 
further add as your reason that you are not likely to get men of the rig 
type, my reply is that in the past you did get such men l^iough the 
mixed electorates. What has hapiKUied to lead you to think that you 
may not now get men of the same (dass ? What has happened since then 
that leads you to the conviction that a mixed electorate will not retuni 
the right sort of men ? I pause for an answer, and there is no answer to 
beViven. You have not yet tried the system of mixed electorate with 
13 seats reserved. If you try it and find it to be inefficient and ineff^tive 
and inadequate, then a (bange can be made in six months’ time. Ihere- 
fore, 1 apiKjal to my lawyer friends that no case has been made out 
for communal representation, the grant of which would represent an 
innovation in the municipal legislation of the province. 


5iot only tliat; my strongest argument against conmiuual representa¬ 
tion is that it is opposed—it is contrary to the spirit of the Keforma. 
What do tlie llel'orms mean? They are meant lor creating a machinery 
for building up an united India. You injure tiie prosiiectivc success of 
that machinery, you retard the growth of the citizen si>irit-whidi is the 
fundamental condition of nationhood. Here is iv positive injury that 
you do to the sacred interests of the country, because you have a sort of 
fear, a baseless fear, that the proper kind of men would m>t be forth¬ 
coming through mixed electorates. But once again i emphasise the 
fact that if you have aMifferent point of view, that point of view w.Ji 
l>e fully considered hy (Toverniuent; the decision is yours. Government 
will aliide l)y tliat decision wliatever it may be. 


The next i>oint to whieli I desire to refer is le.ss contentious, viz., 
should we give a seat to the Calcutta University? I say ‘"no.” I am 
a graduate of the University myself; T have been for 40 years a teacher 
of youth. I am still the Uresideut of a College Council. Educational 
activities fill a large sphere of my public life. Still I deny to the 
University even one seat on the Corporation, and why? because it 
would take awuxy a seal from the general electorate. It would deprive 
the ratepayers of a seat to which they are justly entitled and which it 
is necessary that they should have. When the i>roposal to grant a seat 
to the University was made in this Council in 1809—I was a member 
Mr. (now Sir) Asutosli Mukharji, who then represented the 
University of Calcutta, it was defeated; Government opposed it, and if 
tile Government of 1890 thouglit that a seat to the Calcutta University 
was not neijessary, much less is it necessary now, having regard to the 
progress of education and the number of educated men belonging to the 
general electorate. Therefore, I must decline to grant a seat to the 
University. 


. Then as regards the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. The 
same proposal was made in 1899 and was defeated by Government. 



1921.] 


CALCUTTA MU2JIC1PAL BILL. 


541 


My argument ntfiun.st granting that body a stmt <m tin? (.orporatuni is 
the Bame as I have urged in the case of the University, namely, that it 
would take away a seat from the general electorate. Why ngam do you 
want seats reserved for the Marwari community ^ My frmnd, Babu 
Aniulya Dhone Addy, assured us in his si^eech yesterday, in connection 
with this subject, that the Marwaris i>os.sesHod extensivi? landed estates 
in the city. We know that this is a fact and what d(H>s it mean.'' It 
means the possession of imwer and territorial influence. They have ^ 
great influence in (^ocutUi. Why should we give them reserved seats or 
provide them with r. si>ecial constituency ^ It is not good for them. 
They must stand uixm their own legs. Kvery community must 
learn to be self-n *iant. Why should we bolster them up by arti- 
That woufd be doing them a moral injury ti> wlm-h tlie 




Government is unwilling to be a party. U scats were grantod to these 
bodies, the effect would l)e to withdraw scats from the gimeral olcctoBate, 
and the Government is opposed to that policy; but again I say that it 
the Council makes any alteration in the Bill in this respect (government 

is prepared to accept its decision. ^ 

Lastly, I come to a question about which the members S)i: tlie Corpo¬ 
ration seem to be so anxious, iiainely, that the Muniklalla, Ci>HsiiM>re- 
Cbitpur, and Garden Beach municipalities should be included within 
the jurisdictimi of the Calcutta Corporation. 1 am Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government. The principles of Local 
Self-Government are dear to me. I am here in this^esponsible position 
to vindicate and uphold those principles. What are the fundamental 
principles of local self-governnient'' 'I’licy are, tliat in regard 
to local affairs, the local bodies should form the supretne authority. 
We have no right to impose oifi' will—extraneous and foreign upon 
them. That is the essence of ItK-al self-govermnent. 1 think J enun¬ 
ciated (his principle on the last occasion in di.scnssing a resolution moved 
by Dr. A. Suhrawardy in connection with the suspension of union 
boards. That being the fumhiinental principle of local self-government 
and my function being to uphold it, 1 cannot, go against (hat principle. 
The principle of local self-government will not permit me to <.ver-rule 
the declared wi.shes of the people. We are democratising the Council 
and the local bodies. Is it consistent with the principb^s of democracy? 
I sav “ no.” I take my stand upon tho.se principles; it is sufficient, for 
my purpo.se. But then I am confronted with certain reasons which 
I mvself have urged in that somewhat elaborate .speech which I had 
the misfortune to make the other day. My friends have quoted.lhrgely 
from that speech. I have been told that the suburbs were included 
within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation against the wishes 
of the people. To that ray reply is that that was in 1888, before the 
davs of self-government such as we have now. What we did in 1888 
is no precedent for what we should do now, and T discard that as a 
precedent binding upon us. But my friends, to come* nearer home, 
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urge tiiat in the Bill we proi>ose to include Tollygungq—a small hit of 
land ill Tollyguiige—without reference to the wishes of the people con- 
renied- why should we not do the same in regard to the CossiiKue- 
(niitpur Munic.ipality and other Municipalitie.s, within the Corimration 
limits V If you analyse the situation you will find that this case stands 
umin a completely different footing. The area of Tollygunge to be in- 
(dudod is as big as this hall—not bigger than that—and what is more 
within it the (Calcutta Corporation has a pumping station which employs 
‘ a hu ge number of bands. The insanitary condition of the locality is 
deplorable. The municipal authorities of Tollygunge have no right to 
keep the tract in a condition tif filthiness which is a menace to the health 
(if the municipal employees. The same thing cannot be said in K'g.ud 
(« Maniktalla and CoHsiiKirc-Cliitpur. Therefore, for these sixuual 
reasons, we have included a small urea in Tollygunge. I do not think that 
I n(^Ml detain tlie Council at any greater length. There are various 
inulters of detail which require discussion, and I have not the slight(^st 
d.mbt ttiat they will be fully debated in the Selecd Committee and finally 
by this (%mncil. 

j\'ow I d(‘^ire to make a final appeal to the inembers*of this Council. 
Irit, tlie Bill he placed before the country; let us hear what the country 
lias got to say ; let us have tlie opinion of various public bodies of Hindu, 
of Nloslcm and of European. We shall consider all those opinions care¬ 
fully. The Council will have an opportunity of considering the Bill 
in the light of thes5 opinions. If we find that in the matter of commu¬ 
nal represonlatioii or in regard to any other matter we have gone astray, 
inconsistent with the mandate of imblic ojiinion, we shall retrace our 
steps and act upon the bidding of public opinion. That is what 1 
desire to say. T hope, therefore, that there will be a unanimous vote 
on the resolution which is before the House and which seeks to do no 
more tlian ask a public expression of opinion upon the provisions of tlie 
Bill, so that the Select Committee and this Council may have an oppor¬ 
tunity of considering the Bill in the light of these opinions. 

’Hie motion that the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, be circulated 
for eliciting opinion thereon was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The CouiK'il was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Friday, the 2nd 
Dwember, 1021. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met at 3 r.M. on Friday the 2nd Be<.ember, 1921. in 
the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 

The Ueputv-Urcsident in the Chair, the ITou’ble the four Member, of 
the F,Eecut.ve‘Council, the Hon’ble the three M.nmtcr,. and S4 
lulled and elected nieij^ibors. 


Unstarred Questions . ^ 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Unemployment amongst “ bhadralok " class in Calcutta. 

136 Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Will the the 

rt'"' 1 to'^'Xti!!^ IJ:! ‘"rnddmiuK radX. 

* - - ‘r5!Lrr'ir.r:'t^:r::f;:h; 

valent ... the d.flicultic, of unemploy- 

Zd h> e‘fhMdn« .tnd f’.,.storing orgauis,.ii.,ns for 
cnployinent for different classe.s of the populatio.., or o ciw 

.NOUsTmES OheTo^n'bn 

f:iid.:r'’"A:^eg!rd.“i- 

rS«“:f“un*Z sZ\s to necessitate «over...nent act.on on 
the lines projiosed by the member. 

Honorary Magistrates. 

13T Mauivi AZAHARUDDIM AHMED: Will the ffouM.ld the 
Mmlbe'r in charge of the Appointment Hepartment ho pleased to state 

fnr the years 1918 - 20 , year by year,— 

(if the nnmher of Honorary Magistrates Muhammadans h.gh 

class Hindus and Namasudras, to 1« shorn, separately, 

.- .=..1, of the subdivisions in the Division-of Dacca; 
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(ii) the number of cases tried, and tbe amount of travelling allow¬ 
ance drawn by each of them? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): {i) and {ii) Statements showing the infor- 
available are laid on the table. 


Stniemmt I showing the. number of Honorary Magistrates in each of 
the subdivisions in the Dacca Division during the years 1918-20 
referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 1S7, 


* 


1918. 



1919. 

c 1 

1 


1920. 


SdttlVIBIUN. 

lUtrh 

KiiMlnr.* 

Huliam- [ 
mxUQH. 1 

Nama- 

sudraii. 

Hluli , 
oUaii 

Hill Jug.* j 

Miiham- 

inaiiard. 

Nama- 

HiiJraa. 

HlKh 

ClaBR 

niuiliig.* 

^ulmni- 

mailanH. 

Nanm- 

Killing. 

Dacca PjsTmcT. 

% 

Siular 

6 

G 

Nil 

1 

3 

6 

Nil 

r 

7 

6 

Nil 

Naraymiganj 

2 

» ■ • 

11 

2 

■ • * 

11 

2 


11 

MmiHliigaiij 

G 

2 


G 

2 

11 

7 

2 

11 

Mmiikgaiij 

5 

' 1 

»» 

5 

1 

11 

G 

1 

11 

Mymbnsincu 

District. 










Siular ••• 

11 

• •• 

Nil 

12 

• •• 

Nil 

12 

1 

Nil 

jAiiinIpiir 

10 

3 


10 

3 

If 

it 

3 

If 

Tangtiil 

5 

2 

f1 

6 

2 

.1 

5 

2 

|1 

Kisiioregatij 

5 

1 


6 

1 

11 

7 

1 

11 

Notrukona 

’ 3 

1 

1 

\ 

11 

4 

1 

11 

2 

1 

11 

FARini'UB District. 










Sadar 

4 

3 

Nil 

4 

.3 

Nil 

3 

2 

Nil 

Goalundo ••• 

4 

2 

yy 

6 

1 

11 

4 

... 

11 

Madaripur 

7 

1 

yy 

7 

1 

11 

8 

1 

11 

OopalgaDj 

3 

1 1 

y* 

3 

2 

t1 

3 

2 

11 
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• 


1918. 

1 


1919. 



1930. 


SOBDIVISIOS. 

HlKh 

class 

Hindus*.' 

Huham- 

niadaiw. 

Nania- 

•tidras. 

High 

elasB 

Hindus* 

Uuham* 

msdans. 

Nama- 

sndraA. 

High 

class 

Hindus.” 

Muham- 

madaus. 

Kama. 

sndras. 

Bakarqanj District. 

Sadar 

5 

1 

Nil 

6 

1 

Nil 

7 

a 

Nfl 

Pirojpur ••• 

2 

1 

M 

5 

2 

M 

5 

2 

11 

patiiakliali 

8 

1 

M 

5 

1 


5 

1 

11 

liliola ••• 

i* 

1 


1 

2 

It 

1 

' 3 

It 



* Bltidus other than Namasudras. 



• 

» 


Statemnit II showing the 7ntmber of cases tried, and the travelling 
allowance firawn, by each of the Honorary Magistrates in the sub’ 
division of the Division of Dacca referred to in the reply to iinstarred 

qtteslioit No. 1S7. 


N4MB or UOBOH4HT 

Ml'IlBTHATS. 


NUMBKIl or CARRS TliIKU 

nT EACH Bouma— 


lOlS. 


IBIO. i 1990. 


BAT)AR SL’BDIVISIOK. 

Babu NBTRd-rip Oli. Bjiwk 

NatrAbjAilA K. M. Afial 
BahA'inr. M.UC. 

Ilabii Itam Kumar D.is 

lUi Babadnr M. M. Ohakraliarttl 

Babu Sasanka Mohnu Hait Qupta 

H.K.A. Saber 

Khan Bahailut 8yed A. Huwaln 

Syed A. F. Sliarfuddin 
Bfiba Oliaodra Kanta Dam 
K. AxizoBab 

Babu Dbarani Nath Byeak 
„ Rama Nuth Da< 

K. Abdul Karim 
Babu Sarat Sa^l DatU 
' „ Satyendra Kumar Da* 
Keshab Oh. Baoerjae 


Khan 


Od leave 
>60 


Reaignad . 
S60 { »S 


DL'd In March lOIB. 


61 

ee 

31 

On leave. 


06 


66 


64 


61 


Jointly 

71 


176 




Amount or tuavki.i.ino am.owanck 
IIKAWN HV KAdll UUIItKa — 


1918. 


71 

Nob 

called. 

174 

17 


lU. A P. 


1910. 


lU A. I*. 


1930. 


llA. A. P. 


No travi-lling nllowuiy:.- dniwu. 


Oeaacd from 2 »ii>l Novcmbi'r 

laiH. 


99 






















Namk ny HOSouahy 


Narayasoasj StinMvisios. 
lialH. Dovi-ndra Ch^i.dra Maz..«..J»r j 
Ral Sahib Harish Ohandra llay - 

MAHilWANJ a.!nPivis«os. 

Rttbu Kflih 'bOhniiaraOhcHh . - 

„ MtttimDk Natli lliiKliit 

,, SUSiVIlkB lOlUHAIl Ibiy 

Ui.joy GobliidaOiiha 

Maulv! AlHbU 

Balm Horn Saukar lUy Oliaii.Uuirl 
U'lhiniiii Khan 
Bivbn Tarlnl Klxhoro Sur 


MUMRSH OK CASKS TIUKD 
UT EACH Ut'KINO — 


1018. 10l®> 


AMOtlKT OK TIlATKbl.ISO Al.l^WASCE 
DHAWS BY KACil DUHINO — 


Rs. A. F. 


68 .0 0 


75 0 0 
^,0 0 
30 0 0 


iU. A. P< 


174 0 0 


812 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
8 0 0 


lU. A. F. 


0 0 0 
183 0 0 


303 0 0 


Si 0 0 
ir. 0 0 


48 0 0 


MUNSiiioASJ SunoivisioN. 

Hal !Un.esl> Chandra G-ba Ib.hadnr 

IlaiaahibVrHmnlhaNathai.tv-*' - 
Klmn'nAha.lur KhuldrnlU 

Ua'i.i Kail Nath H>wn 

„ Indii HhiiHHii IW - 1 

„ KMhlOhuninOnUa - 1^ 

ManWi Iirtnnidatl llydlT ■" j 

llabn Ilara La* P“hii ••• J 

„ KiwhiOhaudraOuhft 

MYMKNSIEOH fiAI.AHSUHI'lVlBlOS. 

Babn Jogwh Chandra Ohakiavarty 

Jallndra Khhoro Hoy Ohnu- 
dhury. 

„ KahibUh Chandra (JhondUnry 
„ KrlHhna Kumar I'oy 

Omosh Chandra Ohakladar ... 

„ Bhnbao Mohan MnkUerjw 
, BaJ Kumar Onha 

Srinath A.charyya Choudbury 

Suriar ind'pfndeHt fleneh. 

Bnbu Jltondra KUhow AoUaryya 
Ohoudhury (r^utned). 

MnuWl AU Hasaaln 

Dabu OldnU Haran Maaumdar 


> r.o 


120 0 0 


20 0 0 


112 6 0 
225 0 0 


163 8 0 



123 0 0 


188 8 0 


(8 0 0 


166 <0 0 
133 0 0 


21 IS 0 


30 0 0 


2J2 0 0 305 0 0 3tO 0 0 



5 0 0 


HI 10 0 
126 0 0 


132 13 0 


12 0 0 


801 8 0 I 181 <0 167 8 0 

. 6 4 0 



109 8 0 
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nkmk op honouaht 
Magistkate. 


NUMnKK OF CASES TUIBO 
IIT KAGH JIUKINO— 


JAMAUPOR SonmVlSION. 

Khnii Ssliib Muulvl Khoi» 
Kycdur llnttmAn. 

Uitbii Akslioy Kumar ScnOnjita 


Jamalpur hrlffuniimt flench. 

Babu Mohiiii Oliamlra Roy (dceciuwil) 

Moiiliidra Mo’.au Roy (f«- 
. movedV 

„ lJ|)cndra Kaili R*‘y ('uiinweil) 

MiiiilTi 8y<‘d A.bul Klinlr 

Mubamnmd Abdwl Wadood 

Balm Rajatii Krishna Oluiudliury 
im<-iiilK.TA o( the Bcui-h). 

Uai Uti<lh» Balhiv • ChOiKlUury 
isab^iilur. 

„ Charu Clmndra Clioudhury | 
' lliihuilur- j 

Chiiiidiii Ohoudhnry | 
Ihih'Klur. ■ 

Babu Iliraii Ohandra C'lioudhuiy 

SherpuT Independent Itench. 

julni Riip'iidra f'haiidrA Dus(injitu 

Maulri Muhaiiiniad Kiizttiiu<lJiii 
(dwi'U'k’d). 

B,vbu SiRludm Kiitnar Ohoudliuij 
(m«Dibci*« UonolO, 


KISIIOUEOANJ Sl'RBlVISION. 

Babu Rajaid KanU Roy (dm»«-*l) 
„ Oirish Chaiidta J»y 

Babu Rajjnwar Chakiavaily 
„ Bc|>io Ohaud. a QoKwaml 
,, Jogi'iidra Kinlioro Boy 
Rai Chandra Kiuhorc Kar Bahadur 
Maulfi Abdul Majid (romoved) 
Babu Kamiul Kisbore Dhar 


■i\ 

... 

vn 

HI 

ou 

146 

a»s 

160 


... 

43 

10 

10 

... 


63 


TASOAIL SUnOIVISION. 

Khan Bah-idur^MauM Syed Ahn».:d 
Husain Choudhury. 

Babu Jojfpndra Chandra Ohakra- 

Tttfty* 

ii__ riKanSnL Roy ••• 
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NAMK op IIO.S’ORAUY 
MAUtSTIlATK. 

NUMRKR op CAUKS TKlBD 
BY EAOB nUKING— 

AMOORT OP TSAVBLLINO ALLOWANGB 
DRAWN BY EACH UDRINQ— 

1»1H. t 

1019. 

1000. 

1018. 

1910. 

1030. 





Rs. A. P. 

lU. A. r. 

Rs. A. P. 

JHdep*n<lfnl Bmeh» 





1 


Dabu UoWnda Muuslil 

71 

103 

6 


• •4 ••• 


„ U|)CtKlr» N&rayan NoorI 



• •• 


343 0 0 

311 6 0 

{reiiiOYol). • 







lial Satiih Odiml (Jliaiitira IJliowmIr: 

«•» 


•a* 

^ 9111^1 

! 


(nni:iiJ>erB of llio IJtiich). 







II. H. Uowurd, K-iij. (rwiin'R'l) 







J. a. WuiU.'k*!. 

... 

... 

70 




Nktiiokosa Subdivision. 







Uabii Uiia-nli (lliAixira Sin|{ha 

I(i5 

140 

118 

884 0 0 

SCO 0 0 

437 8 0 

Abani Molian UuiifruU (ilocoan-d) 

L 

••• 

... 

89 

76 IS 0 

137 H 1) 


Netrako'ia htd'jtfmiful Bench. 







Uiibu MoUiiii Moliuii Giiin Co tiwvi-d) 

13S 

137 

3ft 

••••«• 1 



Maiilvi Abdiil Hub MaxiiiiulHr 

... 

... 

1 1 

648 0 0 ; 

306 8 0 


Babu noiimda Kaiita Gliomlliwry 

... 

»»« 


364 8 0 

353 4 0 

166 0 0 

(roulKiH'd) t- 







(iiK'iiibiirs of tlie Biriicb), 







FAItlDI’im SAIUII .SUHDIVIIION. 





1 


Maolvi Sbah Abdul Maiitn 

ed 

R1 

101 

646 0 0 

fi76 0 0 

572 8 0 

llal>ii Siin-iiilru Natli Olioudliiiry .. 

46 

63 

66 




Muuivi Wahvdiiii Nabi ... 

••• 

30 

03 

86 0 0 



Siidar Brnoli 

SO 

... 

... 




Itabii Akitlioy KiinuirGulia 

30 

60 

60 

77 8 0 



Bvnuh). 







MADAUIl'lTU SlimnvlSIOH. 







Babii Ilftsb Ik’.hari B(«o 

(r 

63 

64 

130 0 0 

404 0 0 

341 0 0 

„ Dvbpudra Natli Si-n 

... 

... 

13 




Dapiudf* Bench. 







Babi' FnfiiUa f^hARdra Sen 


... 

... 

31 8 0 

S 18 0 


M Jogesb Olmudni Koy .. 

4! 

01 

AO 


146 B 0 


QOI'AbOAHJ SlTBDIViaiOK. 







Bnbii OUaudra BlUati Mukheijet: ... 


70 

60 

780 4 0 

036 IS 0 

753 0 0 
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NambofBdnokaht 

Masisthatb. 

1 

KUHHBB or CABB9 TRIED 
BT EACH UDRINO— 

AMOUNT OF THAVEbblNa ALIiOWAHCB 
DRAWN ItY BAOil DUblNB— 

>»id. 

1010. 

lOSO. 

1018. 

1010. 

1090. 


■ 



Bn. A. V. 

Rii. A. 1*1 

lU. A. P. 

* Goixitgan} Bench. 






1 

Iluliii iUma I'raud Iloy 


••• 

• •• 

81 0 0 

100 0 0 

300 0 0 

Maulri Abdul Hasab Ohoudhur; ... 

^^9 

30 

63 

201 8 0 

457 8 0 

406 0 0 

Abdul Quaditr 

««« 

... 

•aa 


••• 

9 0 0 


1 





• 

QOALt'KDO SODDIVISION. 


- 





Habit Nibamn Oiinudra.Scti ... 

84 

>66 

31 



• 

Aluulvi AUmaKsaiiiau Ohoiidbury ••• 

94 

K 

... 

OU 4 0 

16 12 0 


Babu Trailokya Nath Bhattacbarya 

30 

14 

67 

aaa 


18 0 0 

„ Akhil Ohaiidra Uoitra 

33 

69 

I 

14 3 0 

74 8 0 


„ SuLUIi Oliandra Dutta 

• ai 

6 

••• 


If 0 0 


Oixtlnniio ghat Bench. 







Babu Madliab Ohaudra BaKClil 

••• 

26 

180 

. 

61 0 0 

312 0 0 





• 


- 

BAKAKOAKJ. 







(SADAK Sl'IlDIVISIOK). 




. 



IndepcndcDt Bemib 

40 

93 

01 


130 0 0 

603 4 0 

Bni B. B. Dud QopU Buhadtir 

... 

• 

>7 




U*l M. N. Son Bahadur 

S3 

18 

11 




Babu K. r. Ouha 

10 

IS 

38 



33 0 0 

,, B. K. Hoy Ohoiidbury 

8U 

30 

36 




Maulvl Abdul Kadcr ... 

• •• 

a«* 

1 

••• 



„ Maf«i Ohoudbury 

• •a 

•«a 

30 




Babu J. N. Ouba 

SO 

67 

21 

S06 0 0 

176 11 6 

363 0 0 

PiROJpoR snnntvtstON. 







liidrpendeiit Bencli ... 

so 

27 

SO 

140 6 0 

30 8 0 

374 8 0 

Bat S.N. liny Bahadur- 

73 

43 

66 

16 0 0 


• ••ME 

Babu H. N. Ultra 

IS 

3S 

3 

. 

3 8 0 


,, A. 0. Roy 

7 

S» 

70 

- 

7 0 0 

* 168 8 9 

,, B. 0. fieo 

18 

• aa 

a*« 

48 IS 0 



PaTCAKHAI. 1 SbBDITmOH. 







Indapaodaiit Beach 

7S 

140 

139 

1,069 11 6 

1,103 11 0 

S.IS6 4 0 

UaulTi P. karlm 

40 

64 

63 

4S 0 0 

*184 C 0 

641 4 C 
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NAMB OF HOSORAuy 

NUMBBR OF 0ABB8 TRIED 

BY EACH DUBlKfl— 

AMODIIT OF TRAVBbL'NQ / 
DRAWN BY EACH DOF 

iLLOWANCB 

use— 

Maoidthatb. 

1018. 

1910. 

toso- 

1918. 

1919. 

19i0, 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Rg. A. P. 

Ra. A. P. 

K8. A. r. 

BnOLA sonmvisioN. 

Babn 8. 0. MnWiinl 

eO 

S8 

107 



41 0 0 

MaoItI B. Ahmad 

1 le 

0 

43 

9i 8 0 

193 19 0 

387 4 0 

„ Md. I»mail 

,, Md. Hafe* l^boudliury 

• 

i 

10 

t 

1 

/ 

• •a 

€• 

73 19 0 

»•* a** 


v B —The iraroUliiR allowanco 
oam ae «eW ai for atC^ncHtiK court*. 


.Irawn by the Houorary Magistrate* was 


for boWing local enfjulrle* In orlniltwl 


An Honorary Magistrate of Dacca. 


MauIVi RAFI UDDIM AHMED: (o) Will tlie Hon’ble the 
Memlfjr in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District and Sessions Judge of Dacca, in 
Ti^ udg-nt in the appeal in the case of the Dacca loan office passed 
a stricture on one of the three retired Depnty Superintendents of ollce, 
and on an Honorary liagistrate of Dacca? 

(b) Is it also a fact that the said Honorary Magistrate tried some 
cases which he had not the power to try and that the cases had to he 

tiunsferrod from his file ? 


The Hon-bloSir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 


I IIO nvr» - 

(h) The cases whicli he had no power to try were made over to this 
ihew these cases from his file. 


Dacca Law College. 

139' MauWi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon hie the 

Hinist; in 

fo’ffik7twr pkaders and two barristers into the Law CoUege and that 
one of the barristers was Mr. S. C. Majumdar? 

(h) Is it a fact that the District and Sessions Judge ^f Dacca was 

/ f with the said selection and appointments into the Law 

not satisfied with was not ffiven to ‘ him 


rkti 
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minister in charge of DEPARTMENT of 

Hon'bic Mr. P. C. Mittor): (a) It is not a fact that the Advisory Uoard 
of the University unanimously decided to recommend that two hamsters 
should be appointed in the Department of l.aw of the Dacca Univers y, 
nor is it a fact that Mr. S. C. Majumdar, Barriater-at-Law, was recom¬ 
mended by the Advisory Board by name. 

One of the members of the Advisory Committee suggested that, if. 
possible, two vakils and two barristers should be appointed to the part- 

time liecturerships in Law. 

(h) The District and Sessions Judge of Dacca wa. asked to express 
an opinion in regard to.the selection of the candidates from a short 
list submitted to him. It is not a fact that he expressed dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the appointments on the ground that sufficient time was o^ 
given to him to express hia opinion. 


Retired police officers as Honorary Magtstratw. 

140. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDs (o) Will the 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to 
Itatc whether it is a fact that three retired Deimty Superintendents o 
Police are now Honorary Magistrates at Dacca ? ^ 

Ih) Is there any special reason for appointing so many retired 
liolice officers as Honorary Magistrates m Dacca? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hon'ble High Court had passed strictures 
against some of them when they were in police service? 

(d) Is the Hon’hle the Member aware that in a recent crinnnal case 
• tl C. Iwoiiuht bv one of these Honorary Magistrates, as complain- 
::t the olXlt and%" ssions Judge of Dacca not only accpi.tted tlm 
accused hut also recorded very seriou-s remarks against the conduct o 
the Honorary Magistrate in question ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, how many retired police officers 
are working as Honorary Magistrates? 


The Hoii»blo8ir HENRY WHEELER! (a) Yea. 

(6) No. 

(c) The High Court commented on the conduct of one of them 
while he was in police service. 


(d) Yes. 

{») A list, of Honorary Magi8tra.te8 
1 ._oTiit TuHnectors of Police iQ 


who are i-etired Deputy Superin- 
Iftid oa the table. Hovemment 
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* 

have DO inforinatiou whether any retired police officers below this rank 
are so employed. 


List of retired Police Officers working as Honorary Magistrates {district 
by district) referred to in the reply to dame (e) of unstarred 
question No. 140. 

]{ukarganj—Babu KeRliab Lai Banarji. 

Dacca—(1) Babu Chandra Kanta Dam; (2) Babu Sharat Shafehi Datta; and 
(3) Rai Man Mohan Chakrabatti Bahadur. 

Miildn—Babu I'yuri Lai Nooki. 

f 

l*iibtiu—Rui Sahib Bnina Cliaraii Bhuumik. 


Timetables and work of the Dacca University. 

141. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in cho,rge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement .showing the number of hours every day and week 
during which each Professor or Lecturer in the Dacca University is 
required to teach, and the nuinlx*r of students attending the lectures of 
such Professor or Jjecturer? 

< 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERz Government are informed that the 
wliole (luestion of time-tables and the work assigned to individual 
teachers, both lecturing and tutorial, and practical work, is under the 
consideration of the Academic Council of the University and that pend¬ 
ing the decision of that body it is not possible to supply the infonna- 
tion asked' for. 


Wild animals and pariah dogs. 

142. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to prepare and lay on the table a statement showing what 
actual steps were taken towards the destruction of wild and poisonous 
animals and pariah dogs by the municipalities in Bengal in the last 
10 years? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): A statement 
compiled from the reports of the municipalities throughout Bengal is 
laid on the table. It is presumed that by the expression wild and 
poisonous animals ” the member means wil4 animals and poisonous 
snakes. 
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Siatftmenl referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. J42 
showing the actual steps taken towards the destruction of wild 
animals^ poi’‘onous snakes and pariah dogs hy the Municipalities 
in Bengal in the last ten years. 


N»me of munioipftliika. 

1 

1 

i 

I'oUl 
Dumber of 
wild 
anliokts 
(toU'lIIOtlH 
tnakoiaiid 
pariah 
<lo((8 kllleil 
Id (he last 
too years. 

1 

Total ez* 
pendicure 
incurred 
(or the 
deAtriintioa 
of wild 
Hiiiiusisi 
polxoiious 
snakes and 

dogs. Qtc.. 
.in the last 
* ten years. 

• 

.Aelu il Uki'D liy the munlcipnlitiiM lu BciiirHl lor the 

deslriictloii o( wild animals, imisnnoiis snakus aud 
pailah ilogs In tlio lust ten years. 

• 

1 

2 1 

1 

8 

A 

• 

Burdwan 

Kalna 

Katwa ... 

- ... 

Rh. a. 

1 

: 1,403 

* • 

Rewarda were paid at differi'nf rates varviiiK 

Diiinliat ... 

Kuni^^unj 

Aaftin'ol 


from 2 liiiiias to lis. 5 for oitcli uiiiiiiul ili's- 
troyed id cnusidoi'iiti^ii of tiio risk mid trouble 
utiderffoiK! for tbo pnrjiose. Slra^' dogs were 
destroyed by iiiiinicipal Gomes. 

Suri 

«1,000 

132 

/Represents number of pariah dogs klllod. 

BaiiUura ... 

794 

120 ' 

No steps were taken for the destructiou of 
wild and poisonous aniinais. , 

All tlieso iniinieipalitieH oiTer reward at dilfereut 

Viahnnpur ... | 

• • • 

113 

rates to persons Idliing wild aniinais, poisonoiiH 
snakes and pariali d(>gH. 

Suuainiikhi ... 

• •• 

63 

1 

t 

Midnapore ... 

1,937 

471 

1 

Tbe amounts spent represent the reward given 

Tamluk 

1 

30 

for tbo HcHtrncaiori of the aniiiiiiis. No ex- 
pcnditiiro was incurred by the iniinicipaiity 

Ghatal ... | 

446 

68 

Oil this account. 

Chandrakuon ... j 

23 

13 

• 

Khirpai • ... 

1 

2-8 


Kbarar 

3 

0-10 


KiLmjib%upur 

• •• 


^ . 
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Name of 


ToUl 
number of 
wUd 
Mtimele. 
poieoiious 
Hnnki-t sud 
perlfth 
, doge killed 
I in the lut 
ten yesre. 


' Totet ei- 
: peuditure 
: inoarred 
j for the 
I dwtruotioo I 
of wild 
KiitmaU. 
poiaonoue 
luakw and 
I pariah 
I doge, ttc., 

> Id the last 
' tenyeara. 


Actual eleiw taken by the munldpalltlM in Bengal for the 
^ deeSon of wild auirnah.. poUoDO... «iako. a«<l 
"•''’'"''“pariah doga in the laat ten yearA 


Hoo«hly* 

ChiiiHi'fttti. 

Serftu»por« 

Uishra-KotJiiftgore 

Uttarpftra 

BaiJyalJftti 

BliadreBwar 


Champdani 

KotrmiK 

Banaberia 

Aranibagb 


How rah 


i ••• 


Bally 


... 9,96i 


All these inunicipalitieB except Ilhadreawar 
engaged Doniee and otl.cra for deatvuction of 
such aniiiiaU and paid rewarda. In the 
Bhadreewar Municipality stray dogs wore 
deatroyed with Htryehnine during the last 
two years, but no steps were taken for the 
destruction of wild auimals and poisonous 
snakes which are very, rare in the munici¬ 
pality. 


Stray dogs were ordinarily killed hy means of 
clubs. The staff of Domes who were engaged 
for the purpose got renmneration at tlie rate 
of 4 annas for a dog killed. 

Domes wore engaged to destroy pariah or stray 
dogs found in public roads on payment of 
4 Tnuas per animal. Bewards were also given 
to peraons who killed poisonous snakes at 
the rates of 4 annas and 8 annas each. 


CoBsipore-Chitpur ”1 


Maniktola 
Baranagar 
Kainarhati 
South Suburban 


There was no systematic arrangement in any 
municipality for this purpose and no account 
was kept. Most of the mumcipahties made 
Busali provisions for rewards for the destruc¬ 
tion of wild auimals and snakes but the amount 
actually spent was small. 


iPftllvffti nee 
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Kume of muuicipatitlw. 


Totftl 
oumbor of 
wild 
aiiiiu.ilSi 

poirOQUUa 

sankes nud 
[tarUli dogs 
killed tii 
the lost 
tcu yean. 


ToUl 
ezporiditure 
incurred 
for the 
deetruotlOQ 
of wild 
aoitnala. 
t>ui«oaoi»* 
Kuakes and 
pariah 
dogs, etc.. 
In tlie last 
too years. 


Actual steps Ukcii by the uiunhiipalities iu Hengal for the 
destruction of wild niiimaie, jHilsonous snakes and 
pariah dogs in the last 10 yonrs. 


Garden Keacli ••• 
Rajpore 
Baruipar 
Jaiuagar 

South Dnm-Q um 
North Diim Dura 
Khftrdati 
Barrackpore 

Paniitati 
Titogarh 
North Barrackp 

Qariilia 

Baraent 

Naihati 

HalUhahar 

Katichrapara 

Bhatpara 

Qobardaiiga 

Baairhat 

B aduria 

Taki 

Budge-Budge . 


Its. 


Ra. 


Tliere was no syntemetic avrangocnotit m any 
iminicipalily for tliU purpose .and no ac. ciint 
was kept. Most of tlie intiuicipalitieH made 
email proviHioiiB for rewimiH for tlio dniU ruc¬ 
tion of wild animulrt atulanakca hut the amount 
actually spent wua ainall. 
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/ 


HitiiK of muuiolpAHtie*' 

ToUl ® 
DUiuber of 
wild 
ftntmKb. 
poltoiious 
■nokw and 
pariah doga 
killed lu 
the lait 
teo years. 

1 : 0(41 1 

xpenditure 
iocarred 1 
for the 
lestrufltioD 
of wild 
aalmala. 
p<Htunous 
enakM and 
pariah 
dogs. etc., 
in the last 
ten years. 

Actual Ht«pe Uken hy (be munloipahUefc lr> Bengal f.>r the 
deslructlun of wild auiiuals, poUcnous snakot and 
purlab dogs In the last ten years, 

1 

9 

3 

4 



Bb. 

Kb. 

• 

Kriahnagar 

• • • 

909 

117 

Rewarde varying from 4 aniian to 8 annas are 
in force in almcaj all the iimmoipalitiea but 
no actual atopa were taken by Bome of tliem 
during the last ten years. 

Saiitipur 


«*• 

aaa 


Hanagliat 


12 

8 


Nubadwip 

« »• 1 

• •• 

aaa 


Kuabtia 


76 

13 


Kainarhnti 


• aa 

aaa 


Mi^lierpur 


• • a 

aaa 


Birnagar 

• •• 

a aa 

t 

a aa 


Chakdaha 


• aa 

aaa 


Borhainpore 

Murahidabad 


• a • 

aaa 

191 

60 

Figures for Berliampore are for 19U-12 to 
1912-l*'l. Nothing i» stated about the actual 
steps taken. • 

Jangipur 

• •a 

• aa 

40 


Dliulinn 

• •• 

a a* 

3 


Azhiignnj 

• • • 

aaa 

aaa 

Such animals were killed by private persona as 
well aa municipal Domes. 

Kandi 

••• 

a a a 

aaa 

Pariah dogs were killed by imlnicipal Domes. 
Nothing was required to bo spent for the 
destruction of wild .animals and poisonous 
snakes though there was provision in the 
budget. 

Jeaaore 

Kotechandpur 

••• 

• a* 

aa* 

109 

36 

All these municipalities gave rewards to persons 
killing wild aniuiaU, poisonous snakes and 
pariah dogs. 

Moheahpur 

c 


aaa 

32 






I 
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Ntkoieof tDunlcipftliUes. 

Tot»l 
DOmber of 
wii<i 
auimalt. 
poUODOIIS 
an»kcii nod 
pariah 
^og» killed 
In the laat 
t«n years. 

Total 

Bxpenditure 
incurred 
for t»i« 
destrucilon 
of wild 
animals, 
poisonous 
snakes and 
pariah 
du|^, etc-. 

Iti the last 
ten years. 

actual steps taken by the municipalities in Benfral for the 
dwtrnetiou of wild iiainmhi poiMiioiu soakos and 
pari.th dogs iu the last ten years. 

1 

1 

3 

t 


0 

Rs. 

Ra. 


Khulna 


• • • 

i 

85 

Rewards are offered {or the destruction of these 
animals. • 

Satkhira 

• •• 




Dchhatta 

• •• 

• •• 

1 

... 1 

1 

• 

• 

Dacca 

• • • 

• 

4,044 

aa* 

Stray and rabid dogs were killed every year 
three or four times after due nutiBcation to 
the public and a remiinerction of 2 annas or 

1 anna was paid for each doi^ killed acconling 
to its size. A rcinnncratioii of 4 aiiimH was 
given to every private poraun on itreseiitalion 
of a poisonous snake. No figures for snakes 
available. 

Nantiiiganj 


2,130 

175 

Stray and rabid dogs wore killed by municipal 
Domes who were paid 1 anna per eacii animal 
destroyed. A reward of 4 annas was given 
for the destruction of each poisonous snake. 

Mynienaiiigh 

• • « 




Muktagaciia 




• 

Jamalpur 

Slicrpiir 

Kishi-reganj 

• •a 

. 860 

372 

Uepresent total figures for the whole district. 
Domes were appointed by two niunicipaliticB 
for killing pariah dogs and rewards were 
given to persons who kilieiJ wild uniinals and 
poisonous snakes. 

Uaj'tpnr 

«•« 




Netrokima 

• • • 




Tangail 

• »» 

4 



Fnridpiir 



70 

Rewards were offered for the destruction of wild 
animals. A Dome was entertained for the 
destruction of pariah dogs. • 

Madaripur 

• 

• •• 

• •• 

• 

1 

Several poisonous snakes were killed and 
rewards were paid for them. A Dome was 
entertaiued all along for the destruction of 
pariul) dogs. 
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t 

Name nf munk'lpaittlM. | 

6 

ToUl * 

umbet of 
wild ^ 

aiilmali. 
wlsonouH 
uakea and 
pariah 

0 |pi kiiled 
n the laat 

Ofu yean. 

Total ex- 
>eadituie 
incurred 
(or the 
leatructioo' 
of wild 
anlinala. 
poiaoiiou* 
•nakee and 
pariah 

in the laxt 
ten years. 

1 

1 

“ i 

8 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Barisal ••• 

293 

50 

' Nulchili 


36 1 

Jhalakati ... 

t 

eei 

46 

Perojpur ... 

• •• 

22 

Patuttkhali ••• 


i 

... j 

i 

Bhuta 


• ee 

Chittagong 


• se 

i 

Cox’s Bazar ... 

• • • 

\ 

1 

1 

Comilla 

1 


Brahmanbaria ... 

1 ... 

«« • 

Chandpur 

J 

j 

Noakhali •• 

A 

387 

1 112 

Bampur Boalia .. 


354 

Nator .• 

• ••• 

s 

161 


Actual ttcpa takeu b; kb« muiiloipallUM io Bemcal for tbs 
aestruolloo of wild SDluiftli. poisonous snakes and 
parlali dogs io tbc tost too ^ears. 


Doinee were given reward for killing stray 
doge. The eupenditiiro on this account is 
not available. Three rabi«i dogs were killed 
on special orders. 


given. 

No report has been furnislied about actual steps 
taken. 

Reward for destruction of wild animals was 
given. 

, Stray dogs were killed by hired men and rewards 
were given to iiersons for killing venoiuous 
snakes. 

The municipality was created since November, 
1920. 

Parialrdogs were destroyed by the administra¬ 
tion of poison except during the last two 
years when Domes were n(»t available for tliis 
purpose. Rewards were given for the destnic* 
tion of poisonous snakes. There are t o wild 
animals within the municipality. 

Sweepers were employed to destroy pariah dogs 
either by lathies or by poison. There was no 
necessity to take steps for the destruction of 
wild animals and poisonous snakes. 


Poisonous snakes and pariah dogs were killed 
in all those municipalities but no statistics are 
available. 

Rewards of 4 annas to 8 annas were given to 
persons kilHtig poisonous snakes and 8 annas 
to Re. 1 for destruction of a pariah dog. 

A reward of 4 annas and 2 aniias was paid for 
ihe destruction of every poisonous snake ac¬ 
cording to size. A reward of 4 annas was 
paid for eaoh parii^h dog killed. 
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Dumber ot 
wild 

aiilmuU. 
puiHonuue 
Buuke!) aud 

(lurluli 
doKS killv'd 
in tile lait 
t«u yeaiK. 


Dinajpur 

Jalpaiguri 

Uatigpur 


Bogra 


Slierpur 

Paboa 
Serajgani 
Engliab Bazar 
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Total ex- 
pniidlture 
incurred 
for (be 
deHtrnctiOD 
uf wild 
aiilmaH. 
poieonoue 
giiakee utid 
perltth 

doK*. etc.. 
Ill i.be loat 
ten yeera. 


?12 


Ra. 

345 

1,275 


108 


459 


Aotuel rtew taken by ti.e monlolpaHtlet In Bengal fcr tbe 
^ dwtrucUon of trtld aulmala. poleoiioui anakoe and 
purlah dojfs lu tlio Uw ton year*. 


Bewarda wore paid for the <i#atruction 
pai'iaii doga and veiioinuus aiiakoa. 


of 


Two Dotnes are maintained permanently ‘•*|® 
deslriicUon of pariah dogs ainee tlie year I9iy. 

Biidyet nroviflioiiH were regularly made for 
rewards to the general public for tlie dealruc- 
tton of wild animalfl and anakeB but none 
claimed it. Pariah dogs were destroyed 
every year hy uiiminiHieiing atrychmim. 
During 19l2-‘-i0 Htrycliiiine wan imt ayui able 
and dogH were kille«l by inoanu of clulw. 
Metliers were offore<l 4 annas for each dog- 
The amount apefft during that year was oboiit 
Ra 60. Attempta wore made to kill jackaia 
that infcbt tho town but without much 
aucccaa. 

Pariah or Btruy dogs are dentroyed with strych¬ 
nine poiBon almost ovory year by the 
Sanitary llcpartment of the municipality. In 
cases of venomous snakes rewards wore 
grunted at tlio rate of 4 annas for each snake 
killed and produced. 

RewardB are piii'l for destruction of wild 
animals and poisonous snakes. No inforina-^ 
lion given regarding pariah dogs. 

No steps taken except granting 2 annas for each 
head of cobra. 

88 i No report has been furnished about actual steps 

takcu. 

346 i Rewards arc granted for ti»e destruction of 
venomous snakes, jackals and V'lriah dogs at 
4 , 8, and 3 annas respectively. W lien dogs 
become dangerous Domes are engaged for 
their destruction. 
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Niimu of isiiiiiRipalltht. 

You> 
number of 
wild 
Aulmah, 
polaoDoiu \ 
Hii.k)). and 1 
narUI) doKB 
killed III 
tlie Uit 
tea yeitra. 

roui j 
expenditure 
liiearred 
(or the 
dfr<tru>-tlon 
ot wild 
nuliDeli, 
poiaonoui 
iiuakes .nd 
perieh 
doic*. etc., 
in the tail 
ten year*. | 

AotualstepaUkon by the municlpalltlee in a-nga1 (or the 
dittruoUoii of wiW aiilmaU. polaonous biiakea and 
pariah dogt in the la«t ten years. 

1 

• 1 

8 

8 

4 

j 


Be. 


1 

Old Malda j 

Nawabgniij ••• 

Daijei'liiig 

• «« 

■ « • 

• 4 • 

1 

214^ 

70 J 

1,365 

1 

Bewards are gmnted^or tlie destnictiou of wild 
aiitinaU, Hiiakee and pariah dogs at varioua 
ratua. 

During the last te«i years three poisonous snakes 
were killed and an amount of 12 annas was 
paid as reward. Stray, ownerless and suspici¬ 
ous dogs were siiot by a man Hpecially ein- 
ploycil for the purpose. He was formerly paid 
2 aunaa per dog, but tlio reward has recently 
been raiseit to 4 aiinas 

Ktirspoiig 

2,118 


Since 1914 a coiibidorahle number of stray d.»gs 
were shot ; before that year tlioy were iles- 
troyed by administration of Btrychnine. 

CniooUrt 

23,729*^ 

• •• 

(lives figures for wild animals (alligators, sharks, 
snakes and a leopard) and piriah doga killed. 

The figures for pariah dogs l>efore the year 
1917 are not available. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Damodar Canal Project 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; “This Council recom- 
* mends to the Government that preference be given to the Damodar 
Canal project recently sanctioned by the Secretary of State, over other 
similar schemevS in hand.” 

At the very outset, I beg to draw the attention of the House to the 
fiu‘,t that this question is a very old one. It appeared in various forms 
b^ore the Council several times. The Government also accorded a 
cordial reception, but the pledge still remains to be fulfilled. Millions 
of people are still subject to suffering and starvation. As representative 
of the Burdwan division, I am in duty bound to draw the attention of 
‘ the House to this fact and request it to see it with a sympathetic eye as a 

0 . .1 *_i._ Rir tiraa nnnA a flmiriahinry HiafrirW*. 
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a popular liealtii resort, of West Bengal. The liistory ami IratUiions of 
West Bengal centre round Burdwan. According to the provisional 
census report of 1921, the record of deaths exceed that of births. The 
chief cause is no doubt the malignant Burdwan fever, which is making 
havoc among the people and to assist it in the act of destruction, cholwa, 
dysentery, diarrhcea and various’ other forms of bowel complaints appear 
during the flood season, when the scarcity of drinking water is felt iy 
most of the villages. Imagine, Sir, an area of about 895 sc[uare miles of 
which 185 square miles belonging to the district of Burdwan, 420 square 
miles to the district of Hooghly and about 290 square miles to the district 
of Howrah, is subject to what endless sufferings, even if I do not mention 
the pecuniary losses sustained which calculating at the rate of Re. 20 per 
bigha, amounts to over Rs. 800 lakhs a year, besides the heavy losses of 
cattle, houses, tanks and fisheries. That is why 1 am drawing the^tteu- 
tion of the Council to this fact only to remind the House that it is not a 
question for a particular district but it is a serious matter for the inhabit¬ 
ants of the districts of Hooghly, Burdwan, and How'rab. The river 
Hamodar is th^natural drainage of these districts. I admit the question 
of its annual flood, is also an old one; fields on both sides of the river were 
profusely flushed, yet the people reaped bumper crops from these inun¬ 
dated fields, malaria and scarcity w'ere'unknown, peace and happiness 
reigned everywhere. With the embankments came all the woes and 
sufferings and privations. These embankments ^'ere erected by the 
Government to protect the railway line.s of the East Indian (hmipany. 
The re.sult was, the raising up of the river-bed by the dojMisition of silt and 
consequent rush of water over the embankment on the left side to which 
direction the natural water le-^el lay. Therefore, the Government, to 
protect the East Indian Railway lines, which lie on the east sjde of Ihe 
river, decided to remove the embankment on the west side. In 1858, 
twenty miles of the embankment on the west side were removed. After 
the high floods of 1890, it was further decided that all tlie emhaiikmenta 
on the west bank above Begua should he removed. The construction of 
the embankment led to the obstruction of natural flushing and drainage 
which turned the water courses and pools into hot beds of malai ia. These 
are the facts which I want to place before the House for contemplation. 
This proposal is a long standing one. It was as late as in the year 1856, 
the Hon’ble Rai Ralnprosad Roy Bahadur and Babu Joy Krishna 
Mukherjee of ITtterpara approached the Government and submitted the 
grievances. In the year 1907, the Hon’hle Babu Bhuiiendra Nath Bose 
drew the attention of the Government on the subject. About lliis time, 
I also approached the then Lieutenant-Governor Sir Andrew Fraser to 
pay a visit'to the upper part of the Begua. He expressed great sympathy 
after his personal inspection. In 1908, a question was put by the 
Hon’ble SirDevaprosad Sarbhadhicary in the Bengal Legislative Council. 
He was acoerded an authoritative approval. After the disa.strouH flood 
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resolution in the Bengal Legislative Council in 191L He 
by the Hon’ble Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. I he Hon 
Mr Finnimore gave an assurance that the Government was waiting for 
the investigations of Mr. Addams-Willianis. In June of 
Mr. Addams-Willianis pre.sented his report. In 1914 when ' 

michael visited Chinsura, the District Board of Hooghly in their hddras 
drew the attention of His Excellency to the Damodar 
Eicellency in reply said that the scheme submitted by Mr Addams- 
William.s had been adopted by the Government. In the bpdget of the 
year 1915-lfi, a sum of Ks. .')5,000 was provided to meet the cost of select¬ 
ing the sites. In the financial statement of 191T, the Government allot¬ 
ted a .sum. of Its. 2i lakhs to mitigate the effects oJithe flood of the rivers 
Damodar and Ajoy. In the year 1917, a .piestion was put in the Bengal 
I-egislative Council by the Hon’blc Ilai Maliendra Chandra Mitra Baha¬ 
dur. It was said in reply that a sum of Es. 2.9,441 hod already been spent 
and effective steps were being taken. Later in the year 1918, His 
Excellency I.ord Eonaldshay with the Hon’ble the Mahaiajadhira.ja 
Bahadur of Biirjwan jiaid a visit to the upper part of the Bfgua and held 
personal inspection of the flooded area. Now, Sir, it is clear that we have 
already a scheme of remedial measure and this scheme has not only been 
accepted by the Government but a lar^re sum of money has also been 
expended.* T want the-House to think over the matter to give effect to 
this scheme. long settltMl, and put an end to the unbearable sufferings of 
the poor. I hope I shall find sympathetic hearing from the Reformed 
Council. The accredited representatives of the people will at once ac¬ 
cept tlie proiK)sal and will give effect to the scheme long promised by the 
Government hut not fulfilled. The Secretary of State has very kindly 
.sanctioned the capital expenditure. T-et a part of the sum be provided 
for in the hext budget, so that the scheme can be undertaken in right 
earnest. I am specially lioiaiful as His Excellency u.ssuied us the other 
day that tlie financial po.sition of Hengal though bad is not disappointing 
at all. This House expressed its opinions more than once that great 
attention should he paid to the question of sanitation and agriculture, 
in view of all these facts I urge the Himse to request the Government 
to give effect to the Dammlar Canal Scheme, only to fulfil a long 
deferred jiromise and thus to bring relief to the suffering multitude. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): 1 believe 
Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, who has got a similar resolution will support 
the present nuition by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur and his own 
resolution (No. 53) will then be considered as withdrawn. 

The following resolution wavS then, by leave of the Council, with¬ 
drawn :— 

“This Council recommends to the Government that the work in con¬ 
nection with the Damodar canal project be taken up without delay and in 

A 1 ___ AM 
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Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY : At tbe outset, I heg to sny that I am 
not at all jealous of the Grand Trunk Canal or any other project. The 
Grand Trunk Canal project is not yet ripe for taking up. The project, 
which at one tinoe was thought would cost Ra. 3 crores.'is now sure to 
require a good deal more and naturally requires much thinking and time. 
The Damodar Canal project is a CO-year old one, and I submit, when we 
have got the sanction of the Secretary of State at last, it may be taken , 
up without any further delay. It will not cost more than Rs. 75 lakhs. 
The Damodar Ohnal will serve more than one purjwse, viz .— 

(1) It will serve as a feeder to the Eden Canal which passes through 
the districts of Burdwai^ Hooghlj’ and Howrah. 

(2) It will irrigate more than 2 lakhs of bighas of paddy lands and 
thereby improve the production of the division and the benefit will be 
available to all in the province. • 

(.?) Innumerable water courses and rivers in the districts of Burd- 
wan, Hooghly and Howrah which are dead now will l)e rejuvenated. 

(4) The vexed question of w’ater-sujqdy of the tracts of the districts 
through which the Canal will pass and in which the dead rivers— t«i name 
a few only amongst many—Saraswati, Behula, Baina, Kana*I)anio(lar, 
Kananadi, Gangur, lie, will be solved to a great extent. The distri<d of 
Burdwan is known to be one of the chief riee-producing districts in tlie 
province, but it suffers very frei}U<*ntly from w'an^of s\ifficicnt timely 
rain, and the result consequently is frequent scarcity. 

(5) The extremely unhealthy condition of tlie greater part of the 
districts of Hooghly, Howrah and Burdwan is mainly <lue tt) iln- present 
conditions of the natural water courses therein and by the canal projetd 
at issue, the health of the districts named is sure to be beitere<lj Eonii- 
erly, when these rivers used to be fed by the uninternipied flow of llm 
Damodar Jflood water, malaria was unknown in those h)calities and the 
lauds were very fertile from the silt-laden water of (he Dannnhir. I 
blame no one but our own lot for our present deplorable conditum. Ibit 
many are of opinion that if the Damodar embankments had not been con¬ 
structed so hastily to save the railways the expense of running their lines 
on pillars nr culverts in the then fl(H)ded area, there would have been no 
malaria or “Burdwan fever” in West Bengal. His Excellency T.ord 
Ronaldshay, after taking over charge of Bengal, i)romi.sed to tackle the 
question of malaria and flood devastation in Burdwan and the neighbour¬ 
hood. The two grievances touched His Excellency’s heart. This canal 
shall, to a great extent, mitigate the evils of malaria and amend tiie 
wrong done before to a great extent. And I pray for the mitigation of 
the evils at your hand; now it rests with the Council t)) free the districts 
from malaria and to restore them to their former condition. Here is a 
case,for “bonificazione” for you to take up which made the d(radiy plain-s 

.. Tixt tKrnwincr j.ne stone vou can kill two birds, nay 
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To summarise: it will make the dead rivers flow thereby supplying 
drinking-water to the people by their side, allowing people to fill their 
tanks with good water even at some distance from these rivers, allowing 
the people to imgate their lauds and freeing the breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes, the root cause of the greatest scourge of the land ^malaria. 
In addition, you will in a degree mitigate the ravages of the floods on the 
right side of the Damodar in the districts of Midnapore, Howrah, Hooghly 
and Burdwan. I am a humble worker and not a debater or^I could have 
tried to picture to you the real hopeless condition of the tract. I would 
most earnestly re(iuest you to come to the country and see for yourself its 
condition and he convinced of what I say. • 

The project will cost you about Rs. 75 lakhs; this sounds a big sum in 
the present financial condition of the province, but I think the full amount 
will not bo required at once. If you are pleased to sanction the taking 
up of the scheme, it will take some years to complete it and the money 
may be voted accordingly as years roll on. I do not fully understand 
what is meant pxactly by productive project. I do not think that we 
have come here to make a trade in an alien country. Here the people are 
suffering and a fine country is being depopulated and would that not 
Ik‘ taken into consideration at all But, according to the words of Sir 
J'homas Ward. Kt., (M.k., Tnsiiector-General of Irrigation, he has liim- 
aelf admitted that thet anticipated return is 5-9 per cent, on the capital 
exitenditure, and if the amount annually spent for the Eden Canal is 
added to it, the return will be higher. It is a project the return from 
whitdi will not dei>end on the vagaries of the trade conditions, but a 
serene one. Year after year the ix'ople—T say the tillers of the soil— 
me suftering without a murmur and now, after 60 years of promise, they 
are told the project has been sanctioned and it now rests with the 
Council to decide their fate by taking it up and T pray to them with all 
the earnestness at my command to save them hy giving them dfinking- 
waler, save them by giving water to irrigate their lands and giving 
sustenance better to withstand the ravages of malaria. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: In these days of 
financial stringency when Government find it hard to make two ends 
meet, and our Ministers are beating about the bush to provide themselves 
with the wherewithal to give practical effect to the nation-building 
scheme of reform, it would have been the height of unwisdom to make 
anything like a stupendous demand upon the public exchequer, were it 
not the fact that the resolution first moved by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh 
Roy Bahadur himself—if I mistake not a life-long sufferer from the 
calamitous effect of the Damodar floods—related to a scheme which, 
after nearly a quarter of a century of agricultural disasters and unmiti¬ 
gated sufferings that followed in their wake, has at last been formulated 

. . . *j*' _thfi aAnetinn of 
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Damodar floods we need not go further back then the year 1866, when, to 
save the East Indian Railway, then but recently constructed, the Grand 
Trunk Road, and the town of Burdwan itself, the first few of the 20 miles 
of the Western embankments of the Damodar, were removed to reduce 
the strain on the eastern embankments, the floods having, up to that 
period divided their rather destructive attentions between the embank¬ 
ments .on both sides. Year after year, so many as eight hundred villages 
situated on the western bank of this treacherous river, have been laid 
waste not only have standing crops, sugar-cane, paddy and jute been 
destroyed, but huts have been swept away and their occupants have been 
thrown upon the fatherhood of God. 

Personally, I am not materially affected by floods and their physio¬ 
graphy, but my bitter experience of their deleterious effects in the 
Tumluk subdivision only recently, can conjure up a horrid picture*of tjie 
sufferings, destitution and death that must result from a maelstrom of a 
far intenser form. And when we take into account the grim fact that 
floods are an annual institution in that God-forsaken urea dominated by 
the Damodar, I confess my ina])ility to form an idea of what such a woe¬ 
ful .state of things means. That such a state of things should continue, 
in this age of advanced engineering science, is an enigma that admits 
of but one explanation, viz., that the Permanent Settlement has divested 
^ our rulers of the sense of responsibilities so far as the poor peasantry and 
their hapless landlord.s are concerned. The disas^ous havoc played by 
the Damodar and the many fruitless efforts made on various occasions 
ever since the beginning of the present century to draw the attention of 
Government to the dire necessity, if not of completely controlling the 
floods, at least of affording partial relief by means of a system of w’eirs or 
reservoirs, are matters of history; and it would be impossiljle for me, 
that page of contemporaneous history before my very eyes, to resist the 
temptation of laying at the door of Government the oliarge of indiffer¬ 
ence. True it is, all the engineering projects made ami schemes formu¬ 
lated at different times had to be given the go-by and relegated lo the 
waste-paper basket on ground of prohibitive cost; but, Sir, there are 
occasions of dire peril, ca.ses of unimaginable human suffering w'hen the 
counting of cost amounts to shirking of moral responsibility—the ignor¬ 
ing of the relations between the rulers and the ruled. If,, therefore, the 
tragic dratna that is enacted every year almost within sight of the metro¬ 
polis of this premier province fails to evoke the sympathy of Government 
to the extent of giving immediate practical effect to the can^l project 
which promises to partially mitigate the sufferings of a portion of the 
populafto^ affected by the floods, I shall have the consolation of thinking 
.tjiat the poor sufferers are doomed. 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution so 
opportunely, and so sympathetically moved by our colleague, Eai Lalit 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REV^UE] (the Hon-blo the Maharajadhiraja 

The resolution which Rni Lalit Mohan Singh Boy Bahadur has naoved 
and which has been supported by Baja Maniloll Sing j 

similar resolution, deals with a matter m which I am as much and a 
vitally interested as others in the Burdwan district, and I may say at 
once that the objeel of the resolution has naturally my smeerest sym- 
pi by I shall eiplain why it is not possible for me to accept the reso¬ 
lution as it has been worded. In the first place, befored proceed to 
mention mv reasons, I think T should say to this House that there can he 
no questioi. as to the imporlanee of this canal project, nor can there be 
any argument' against it being j-ressed to the httention of ^ous^. 
The Bai Bahadur has given the history of the project and in that con¬ 
nection he has mentioned the different activities of the Government and 
high Government officials. Baja Maniloll Singh Boy in supporting 
that resolution, has gone a step further and has brougli in tlm ques¬ 
tion as to the effect of the railway and railway embankments on Ibe t.act, 
Uiut. lie hotween the Damodsir ami the East Indian Railway. The last 
sneaker has rather taken a im»re pessimistic view of the whole situation 
and bas gone to the length of ealliiig most of fhe tracts lying on the 
ea.st side of the river a God-forsaken country. I am afraid that this is 
rather putting it too strong, hut I have no quarrel with him on this point, 
beeause there is no dhubt, that the devastations that take pla<-e by inun¬ 
dations caused hv the overflow of the Lamodar are certainly very terrible. 
The reason whv I cannot accept this resolution at the present juncture 
is this. Althoiigh the Damodar Canal project bas received the sanction 
of the Secretury of .State for India, we have not yet been able to label it 
as a productive work. At present it stands on the margin between 
what we mav suv a productive and a non-productive scheme. The reason 
for that IS this. To lahel it as a prodmdive work, our experts tell us that 
llie water-rates have to he raised and this cannot |)e done until district 
officers, and through them the general public, have been consulted, 
'rherefore it would he wise for the mover not to press the resolution hut 
to wait until Government completes its investigations. Another reason 
why Government cannot accept the resolution is that owing to the 
wording of it. it would give to this project a priority over other projects of 
equal iinportanee. and this, I do not think, would he fair. In the first 
place, there can be no doubt and there can he no argument as to the 
Damodar Canal project being very important, on the other hand, it is not 
only the Grand Trunk Canal project to which reference has been made 
en passavf by Raja Maniloll Singh Roy that it is of paramount import¬ 
ance. hut we have, in our list of projects, many such important projects 
and it will not be fair to this House to accept this resolution which will 
hind them to give preference to this project before it is really ready for 
execution and delay gther ^orks, for tfejs reason also, it is not possible 
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for iwe to accept this resolution. I may also say that I give tliis assur¬ 
ance to the mover and liis supporters that action will be taken in the 
manner I have indicated, namely, we shall consult the district officers 
and through them the general public as to whether the public at large, 
in view of the great benefit that is likely to a(‘erue from the completion 
of this project, would be agreeable to the raising of water-rates. After 
that 1 propose to consult niy Standing Committee again whom I consulted 
in this very connection, namely, in eoniieetion witii this resolution and 
they agreed wjth me in the view that unles.'i and until we were assured 
that the i)eopIe of the locality or the taaet of tiie country coneei ned were 
agreeable to tlie water-rates being raisetl, it wtmld be unwise to put this 
project on the forefroiA, because we could not possibly label us a 
productive scheme at present. 

For these reasons, I wtmld ask the Kai Bahadur not to press for 
his resolution. As .soon as inve.stigathins are complete, 1 sliall consult 
my Standing Committee again and, whatever they advise, I shall go 
ujK)!! it. lie may later on find out from me or from the ])ej>arlnient us In 
what has been *tlu‘ result and we sliall be in a position to Ldl tlie piiblir 
bow the matter stands. For tliese reasons, 1 think it would be better 
and proiH')’ to wait and therefore I would ask tlie mover to withdraw 
the resolution. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: It has been admitted by the 
llon’ble Meunber in charge that tliis is a very important jirojeet that has 
been suggested, but the only difficulty that lies before the udojifion fjf 
this rcsojutiou and it.s being given effect to is that it will md perhaps 
be a prodin^tive project. I do not understand that arginneiii ; is it 
bei'ause a project is not productive, it Is not be undeitaken no matter 
what enormous amount of benefit it may be to the people and how many 
millions of lives it may save? It may not Ixr iirodiu tive directly hut 
indirectly it will be productive becau.se it will save the live.s and propert y 
of ]>oor cultivators in this part of the country. Tlien it. lias been said 
(hat it i.s not known whether the people will he willing to pay enhanced 
water-rates. As to that, my submission is that a.s the representatives 
of that part of the country ask for it, it is to he presumed that the people 
want if, and are willing to pay for it. For these reasons I support the 
resolution. 

Rai LALtT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: After the assurance 

given hy tfie Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, I beg 
to withdraw the resolution; I will bring it up later on. 

The resolution was then, by the leave of the CmineH, withdrawn. 
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Dredging and deepening of rivers. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY being abaent, tbe following resolu¬ 
tion standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken to dredge and deepen where necessary 

{a) the portions of the Brahmaputra and Arail Khan rivers m the 
'Dacca district which are becoming silted up; 

(6) the .Tianpur, Muatool and Kusihia Khals in the Manikganj f-ub- 
div'sio’i cf£ the Dacca district; and 

(r) the portion of the Khal from Mauchha^to Solaghara.” 

Piece-work system in the Bengal Secretariat Press. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI being absent, the follow¬ 
ing resolution standing in his name was deemed to he withdrawn:— 

“ llns Council recommends to the Government that the piece-work 
system of work in the printing department of the Government of Bengal 
be discontinued.” 


Registration of under-graduates of Calcutta University, 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: ” This Council recom¬ 
mends t«) the Government that the fees for the registi-ation of the uiider- 
graduatf s ot the Calcutta University be not increased.” 

At the outset, I nuisl say once more that there are no personal motives 
underlyh.g this resolution, whatever else people might say, the main- 
sr.ing of whose actions has always been the personal self, with a larce 
” P ” and a still larger ” S.” It is a pity that one has to give such an 
assurance to this House as it carries with it the aroma and the taint of a 
deceased legislative assembly. The resolution comes to this: when a 
student has pa.ssed the Matriculation examination agad seeks to enter 
the pmtals of the University, he has to pay a fee of Rs. 2 for having 
his name registered in the University. We do not know tor cevlam 
uliether a register is kept, but even if it is, it is valueless. It U meant 
to keep a record of the student’s activities during his college career, 
hut it only comes into prominence when the student gets his degree and 
his name appears in the ordinary course in the Calendar of the Univer¬ 
sity. It is the pxirpose of the University to raise this fee or fine from 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 5, and it does not carry with it any commensurate advantage 
to the student. At the present moment when we are anxious that a 
certain amount of encouragement should he given to students, it cornea 
with a had grace from the University.^whose motto is ” the advanewiment 
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who are generally poor. No doubt it will mean a certain amount of 
increase in the revenues of the Univei-sity, we know the perilous condi¬ 
tion of the University at present, wo know that it requires a certain 
amount of funds in order that it may carry on its work on the same 
scale in which it has hitherto carried on. That is an entirely diflterent 
matter. The matter, as ■will be seen from a reply given by the Hon'*ble 
Minister, is under the consideration of Government, ns to whether a 
.subsidy should be given to the University or not, but that does not* 
touch this resolution in any way. I'he money which will he realised by 
penali.sing these poor boys wil! be infinite.sinial, and will scarcely go to 
meet the necessities of the University. I therefore appeal t<» the House 
on that account that th%University be not allowed to raise the ^eos for 
registration from Rs. 2 to Rs. 6.. 

The Hon’trie Mr, P, C. MITTER: I may at once tell the Council 
that I do not pro})ose either to oppose or to a(^cept tins resolution. I 
ju’opo.se to leave this matter to tiie vote of tlie non-official members of the 
Council, and to treat their decision ns a recoinmendaiion to me. I 
desire, however,* to place certain facta before the Council a*nd in coming 
to their decision, I trust the Council will give full considoration to these 
facts. Some time ago, the authorities of the Calcutta Uiuver.sity 
requested Government to sanction an amendment' of the regulations 
^to provide for an increase of the registration fees from Its. 2 to Rs. 6. 
I placed this request of the University before my {Standing Committee, 
and they by a majority advised me to agree to'the raising of the fees. 
In,the meantime, I got notice of this resolution and so I decided to 
take the advice of this Council. 

• 

The next point is that when the present financial year starleil, the 
Calcutta University had a deficit of Rs. l,4H,000 or thereuhftuta and 
from information, very recently placed }>efore the Government, wo 
understand that the Calcutta University authorities apprehend that 
they will be faced at the end of this year with a deficit of about 
Rs. 5,35,000. There is no doubt, therefore, that the (hilcutta Univer¬ 
sity authorities are badly in need of funds. 

The third point to which I desire to draw attention of the House 
is that if the fees are allowe*! to be increased from Rs. 2 to Rs. 5, the 
Calcutta University is likely to get an increased revenue of something 
between Rs. 21,000 to Rs. 27,000 a year. 

The last point which I would ask the House to consider vqry care¬ 
fully is that if they advise me against the proposed raising of the fees, 
it will be necessary for them to help the Calcutta University financially 
later on, for without such help it will be difficult for the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity to go on. 

Witli thefw remarks, I leave the resolution to the judgment of the 
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Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: I am a member of the Stand¬ 
ing (!ommittee on Education, and perhapH the Hon’ble Mimsler for Edu- 
<..ation roferi-ed to me when he said that the committee by a majority 
Haneiioned the amendment. I do not exactly remember the iKilnts on 
which 1 opposed an increase of fees but 1 would like to make one or two 
obBervations/ The first is this, that the Calcutta bnivereity has been 
on for a hmg time increasing fees; if you look at the records of the 
'^]ni^H>l■sitv YOU will find that in various ways this increase has been 
going < 0 ., ami it is not tlie first time tliat attemi^s hav^been made to 
make the life of the students more difficult than it is. 

The nexi. jioint is that it will make the lot of the poor students harder. 
That i. the tmiin ohjectioii. The Hoii’hle Mitftster has told us of the 
uunt of funds of the Cah'utta XTniversity, but is this the way in which 
fuods should he raised. Moreover, (lovernment are giving as much 
■Is tliey can, and I do not think that the poor students, the poorest of 
■vll sh'ouhl he taxed in order to help tile lliiiver-sity. I consider the 
wording of the resolution so clear, that 1 do not think it necessary to 
add to it 1.0 oxi>lain the |>osiiion. 

With tbcBc words, 1 strongly sui>port the resolution. 


Rai JOCEMDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The increase 
proposed hv the TTniverxsity will l>e a drop in the ocean of its deficit. 
U will -ive it aboi^, IJa. 10.000 to Hs. 12,000. The deficit is about 
Its ri l ikbs Tlierefore. it is of no use whatever to the University, and 
is a'real luirdshij) on the iKior .students. Therefore, we cannot advise 
the Minister to sanction this increa.se. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY! T am sorry I have to oppose this 
resolution. H appears there is a deficit of Rs. b lakhs in the budget of 
11,e t'alcutta Universitv. and wTiat is wanUnl is nothing hut an increase 
of the fees from Its. 2 to Us. 5. It is not an annual payment, hut only 
for one and therefore, the proposal of the University appears to me to 
he very’moderate, specially on the ground that the University has made 
u], its luiiul to grant commercial education. If you want to give techni- 
ful education you must provide money, and having regard to the fact 
that there is a heavy deficit, it is advisable to iuci-ease the fees as ha.s In^en 
proposed liy the Univei-sity. 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I entirely agree with 
the view; taken by Rai .Togeiulra Chuuder Gho.se Bahadur. As regards 
what Babu Amulya IBione Addy says, the amount that will be realised 
by thi.s means will scarcely suffice to meet even a tw^entieth part the 
heavy deficit. We shall talk later on alwut commercial education and 
how to meet the expenditure on that. -I commend the resolution to the 
House for its acceptance. . 
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IND-USTHIAL SCHOOLS IN BENGAL. 

Industrial Schools in Bengal. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: “This Council recommends to the 
Government that at least one industrial w'hool with a workshop attached 
to it, be established in every division of Bengal.” 

I would draw .special attention to (he report of the Indian Industrial 
Commission on this question. It w'ould appear, from page 311 of this 
report, that the e.ytent to which India has come to be depen<lent upun 
otlmr (iountries for her manufactured artitdes necessary in the daily life 
(»f a modern#«-ivi!i.Med community is deplorable. We supply various 
countries with raw materials and we are dependent on them for tho 
supply of manufactured goods. We expmt a heavy quantity of <'otton 
and we are dependent on Manchester for the supply of our cloth.s. 
Similarly, we export a heavy q\mntity of hides and depend on the United 
State.s of America for the supply of shoes and hoots. Si> it will ^ippear 
that notwithstanding the fact that we luive at our command a heavy 
quantity of raw prodm-e we caniud manufactuve our goods, and even for 
the neces.saries of life we are <le]>endent otj foreign couiitric's for the 
supply of lhe.se goods. What is the reason r' I IhinJc we iiuve not 
developed onr indu.stries. Unless and until we devebq) our industries in 
India, we shall have to continue to he dependent on t)thers, and unless 
ami until imlu.strial education is granted to us, we shall have to (continue 
to do .so. This is one of tlie reasons why there is comjdaint of high prices 
of the neeessities of life, and you w'ill find that as scum as industrial educa¬ 
tion i.M granted to n.s, as soon as we develop onr iiidustric's, the j)rice,s of 
these goods will very materially come down, and tliere will he no discon¬ 
tent as at present. Capital in India has become very shy owing to the ab¬ 
sence of this imlu.strial educ^ation. 'i'herefore, 1 suggest for the favourahle 
(‘on.sideration of this House and of Government, that neeessajy step.s may 
he taken for the e.stablishment of industrial scliools in all j)art.sbf Bengal. 
We find that even in Germany, there is not a single town whi<-h is not 
provided wdth an industrial school. We find that in the United Slutes of, 
America all the town.s are provided with .such schools. As regards 
Japan, I would draw' your .special attention to the improvement (hut has 
l>een effected during the last few years as will a]>j>ear from the report of 
the industrial Commission that 40 or 50 yea)-s ago, Japan wa.s far behind 
India, both in agriculture and industries, but her Governmerit and (he 
people working in conjunction have brought about a wonderful develop¬ 
ment of her indu.strie.s built upon a .system of technical education which 
included everything required to enable her to occupy her pjopor place 
among the manufacturing nations of the world. Taj)an takes a'largc ju-o- 
IKU'tion of the exjxirts of our cotton, and she sends us an int-reasing 
quantity of her cotton good.s and other munufa<-ture.s. Even in the case 
of Japan, the Government in co-operation with the people have esiahlished 
a nnnil)er of industrial schools, and have developed her industries in such 
a way that.Japan i.s now in a position to supply India with the cloths 
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recommended by the Indian National Conf?ress from year to year, and in 
1887 the congress came to this resolution that having reg 
poverty of the people, it is desirable that the ^ 

moved to elaborate a system of technical education.” In 1894, it affirm¬ 
ed in the most emphatic manner, the imiKirtance of increasing puWic 
expenditure on all branche.s of education, and the expediency of e^abhsh- 
ing technical schools and colleges. In 1898 it again prayed, that 
having regard to the poverty of the people, and the dec ine of indigenous 
iudustries, the Government will introduce a more elaborate “d effi¬ 
cient scheme of technical instruction, and set apart more funds for 
t,etter and more successful working of the same.” It appears that since 
1906 the Indian Industrial Conference has me], year atter year and 
repeate<lly T.ressed upon the Government the need for proper technical, 
especially industrial, education throughout the country. Ihen. speak- 
inirut^the Industrial Conference convened by Government in 1007, 
Sir John Hewett, the then Lieutenant-Governor of the United 1 rovinces, 


said— 

The question of technical and industrial education has been before the Govern¬ 
ment and the public for over twenty years. There is probably no subject on which 
more has been written or aaul, while less has been accomplished. 

So it appears that for a number of years this question has been pend¬ 
ing, the iwople have been pressing on the Government to grant us tech¬ 
nical education. Several committees were appointed by the Govern¬ 
ment They submitte*B reports to Government but, to speak the truth, 
nothing has been done yet. I admit that we have a Technical Depart¬ 
ment in the Engineering College at Sibpur. I also admit that there is 
a AVeaving institute at Serampore and a Technical Department at Dacca. 
A technical scliool also is going to be established in Calcutta. But, is it 
enough, Sjr, 1 ask? I am thankful to the Government for the steps 
they have already taken in the matter, but I submit that it is not enough. 
We* must have a technical school in every town and in every district of 
Bengal; and unless we have it, I think this discontentment will continue. 
One technical school has been established in Calcutta by the people at 
large with a munificent donation of the late Sir Bash Behari Ghose. 
But this year there were 3,000 candidates for-admission and I am really 
sorry to say that the Board cannot provide for moi-e than 600 students. 
It thus appears that the time has come when we should establish such 
institutions as early as possible. I beg to submit that at these schools 
there should be workshops attached, just as in the case of the Medicul 
College, wp have hospitals attached to them, just as in the case of agri¬ 
cultural schools we have firms attached to them, just as we have commer¬ 
cial schools attached to museums, so we must have workshops attached to 
these industrial schools everywhere. It would be a play of Hamlet 
without Hamlet himself. It would appear that the Industrial Comrois- 






experuliture of-Rs. 4 lakhs. My prayer is a very limited and moderate 
one for the present, having regard to the fact that the financial state 
of our Government is limited. Therefore, I suggest that the Govern¬ 
ment may be pleased to establish at least one industrial school with a 
workshop attached to it in every division of Bengal. Then, if it turns 
out to be a success and when the slate of the finances improve, i hope 
and trust that Governnient will be pleased to establish them in every 
district in Bengal. • 

Rai JOCE^DRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; 1 beg to support 
this resolution for this reason. I am fully aware of the deficiencies of 
the present technical schools which have been described in the Industrial 
Commission Report, lihey, as I told you the other day, are np better 
than schools for training surveyors and amins. There are, of course, 
classe.^ for w^oodwork and smithy, but they do not prove of much use. 
If Babu Amulya Bhone Addy’s resolution be carried out, it will simpty 
add one or two more schools, because, so far as I am aware in every 
division, there is an industrial school but there is need for the improve¬ 
ment of the existing schools. They should be put on thg same footing 
as the apprentice classes of the Sibpur College. If that can be done, 
let us have an industrial school in every division. If that cannot be 
done, it is no good multiplying schools. I would certainly propose and 
recommend to the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge that he should find means 
• to establish apprentice classes like those in thoBengal Engineering 
College in every division. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MiTRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
this lesolution. It has been a matter of public nece.ssity that an indus¬ 
trial school ought to be established, as suggested by the mover of the 
resolution. The authors of the Children Bill felt the necessity of train¬ 
ing boys under certain circumstances. That presupposes tho existence 
of an industrial school. Therefore, industrial schools ought to be esta¬ 
blished. In the Children Bill itself, the word “ may ” has been intro¬ 
duced. I have proposed an amendment to the effect that the word 
“ shall be put instead and the reason is obvious. It is the duty of 
Government to establish industrial schools, not only for the benefit of 
boys, but also of those who will hereafter take to business and will 
thus be of some use to society. When I moved in the Council for the 
introduction of vocational education, my chief object was that students 
may be allowed to receive such kind of training as will make them use¬ 
ful citizens. Without vocational ediication, I consider, and evSry body 
will agree with me, that the education of our youngmen is of small use. 
I made ar\ attempt to send some boys to the neighbouring mills where 
there are'Workshops attached to them, so that an attempt iniglit he made 
to give them proper training. But I failed. That shows, conclusively, 
t.hAt it is neeessarv for Government to establish surh *rym 
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one industrial school be establiehed in such places where there are 
workshops, I entirely agree with him. 

I have thought over the matter; I have tried my best to be practical 
but, having failed, I am here again to give expression to my long con- 
Hiilered opinion. The Minister in charge of Education, I know for cer« 
lain, has sympathy for institutions of the proposed type. The question, 
therefore, is, on what lines these industrial schools should be established P 
T made a resolution on vocational education and it was accepted. But 
that is a matter which I leave entirely for the consideration pf the Hon’hie 
Minister in charge. Now, what I do submit to the Council is that 
iiidustrial schoobi are absolutely necessary, ^ 

With those words, I whole-heartedly supporMhe resolution, 

Mn KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; Talking of tech- 
iiical edncnlion, I do not think any one present in this House or outside 
interested in the material welfare of our country will deny that the 
iuv'ossity is gniwing greater and greater, but the trouble is that very 
few understood how practical it should he. In Europe, Sir, there 
were few iecKnical schools before main industries were stai^ted and 
schools followed industries. Unfortunately, with the exception of jute, 
c‘.oiton and a small bit of engineering, the industries in Bengal are, 
S4I to say, in infantile stage of development. You cannot expect school- 
trained students, however good your school workshops may be, to become 
[linneers of industry. We cannot foice the growth of industry merely 
i>y superficial education in technical schools. What I want to see is 
that industrial schools should be attached to industrial centres for 
grounding theoretical training in the art,of the particular local industry. 
Whni I want to see is a good technical school for teaching the technique 
of juto manufacture not only to gentlemanly youths but to the workers* 
NOUS as well. After all manual workers are tho men who need tech¬ 
nical education and their sons as well. 

The Hon’ble the Naweb 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; I accept this resolution. But while I fully recognise 
the imiKH'taiice of increasing the number of industrial schools so as to 
have one in each division, 1 sliuuld point out that the progress in esl%b- 
lishing such schools must be very alow owing to the financial condition 
of the pi'ovince. It is, theref(H*e, essential for the success of any scheme 
for expansion ttliat the local bodies should co-operate with Govern¬ 
ment and contribute to the capitid and recurring expenditure of these 
schools. * 

Babu AMULYA DHONB ADDYl I thank the Hon’Ue Member in 
charge for having kindly accepted iny resolution, but as regards ihe 
point that it would be very alow, I beg to submit that- my suggestion is 
as modemte as ever. Wkat I have suggested is the establishmeaat of at 
least one school in* every division and not in every district and*, therefore, 
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whatever the ^tate of the finances of the Bengal Government might he, 
I do not think that there would be any difficulty whatever in establishing 
such a good school in every division. I beg to submit that we shall be 
very glad to co-operate with the Government in the encouragement ol fliis 
sort of education, and, if I may be permitted to say so, it is one of the 
priwmry duties of the Goveriuneiit to grant this wirt of eduf*ntii>n to the 
people which is urgently needed. 

, The motion was put and agreed to. 


Local Covommant Boardi 

Mr. D. C. GHOS^: I find that the hon'ble meml)ers of this Council 
and people outside have very meagre and inaceuiuto- * 

Tho DEPUTY»PRE8IDENTS I Ihink it is necessary for the member 
to move the resolution first. • 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I was going to explain my reason for withdraw¬ 
ing this resolution. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: May I rise to a point of order? 
Is the hoii'hle member entitled»to speak when he is withdrawing tho 
rescdution P i 

The DEPUTY*PRE8IDENTS I think he can give very short reasons 
for withdinwing his i-esolution, but he must not*debate it in any way. 

Mr* D. G. CHOSE: I find that the public have got very meagre and 
‘inJK'curate information regarding the constitution and functions of the 
local government board in JJngland. That being so, I ai)prove of ihe 
idea contained in the next resolution that complete information regarding 
tim working of the local government board in England shoifld bo cirt;ii- 
laied for eliciting public opinion upon the practicability or otherwise of 
creating a local government b<iard in Bengal. I desire, therefore, not 
to move my resolution but to l)eg leave of the Council to withdiaw it. 

- The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with¬ 
drawn 

This Council recommends to the Government that they be pleased 
to consider the feasibility of creating a local government board, more or 
less upon the model of the EngUah system, to supervise, co-ordinate and 
direct the working of the local bodies in this presidency.” 

• • 

• ' 

CoMtittttiM wnd Wmiting a LomI Covernffimt Bmird. 

Rti RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahldlirs “This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a memorandum he formulated, describing 
the c!o.nstitutido and working of the English system of the local gOTem» * 
ment board,^ and indicating the lines and modifications whereon a similar 
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organisation may be set up in ^is proTince in order to assist and co¬ 
ordinate tbe actmties of local bodies in all matters of administration 
and development, without impairing their independence; and 
that, without committing themfelved to any definite scheme of action, 
the Government do publish and circulate the said memorandum to elicit 
general public opinion and the views of local bodies concerned.’’ 

My esteemed friend, Mr. D. G. Ohose, has withdrawn his resolution. 
I ftiay at once state that very likely the spirit of both the resolutions is 
the same, but mine is more cautiously worded and conditioned because 
1 do not wish the Government to commit itself to any definite line of 
action at ibis stage. This proposal for a local government board has 
been made from time to time. In 1882, tbe late Bipon—tbe father 

of local sfdf-govemment in this country—proposed tbe appointment of 
a local government board in^ every province and he submitted a proposal 
to the Secretary of State. That proposal was vetoed as far as 1 know 
on financial grounds. Then, Sir, liord Morley also drew, in a despatch, 
the attention of the Governn^ent of India to this proposal and expressed 
bis opinion that a local government board might be a^x>inted in every 
province in India.to co-ordinate tbe activities of, and to help and guide 
the various local bodies in, their larger operations. The Decentralisa¬ 
tion Commission was appointed lu 1909, and, I believe, it was due to 
the inspiration of the Secretary of State that this subject was taken up 
by the Commission. 1 find from the report that they did not favour the 
idea, the only dissentient being the late Mr. R. G. Dutt. Then, Sir, 
I find the Hon’ble Minister, while a Member of the Imperial Council, 
pressed a motion for the revival of the same proposal. Well, that motion * 
was rejected in that Council. However, ^the angle of vision seems to 
have changed with the lapse of time. In 1918, the Government of 
India, in their resolution, expressed their opinion that the local govern¬ 
ment board was necessary for the purpose of assisting local bodies, and 
I find that our Hon’ble Minister was also asked to report on the subject 
in the year 1919, when he was on a deputation to England. I have had 
the pleasure of reading his excellent note to the Secretary of State and 
have derived considerable benefit from it. It is, as it must be, merely 
^commendatory of a desideratum and there was no constructive pro¬ 
posal in it. 1 think now that the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Hath Banerjea 
is the Minister in charge of Local Self-Government in this province, 
it is opportune that he should take up this subject and direct the pre¬ 
paration of a memorandum, showing the working and dev^opment of 
the English iocaj government board and its applicability, if possible, to 
this province with suticdi modifications and alterations as may be neces¬ 
sitated by the local conditions. I think, as an old and assiduona worker 
in the premier self-governing'in^itution in India—I mean the Cor¬ 
poration of Calcuitar—I should be very sealous of the independence and 
powers of loc^ bodies^ I also am afraid ihat if by moling into existence 
a local government board we in any way < impair the independence of 
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local bodies, sucb as district boards, we shall be doing disservice rather 
than service to ourselves. There should not be any ground for the 
apprehension of a charge in future .that we dug a canal in order to bring 
in an alligator. Therefore, I warn the* Cotincil that we should be very 
cautious in this respect. Possibly, the angle of vision has changed. 
It may be that there wiU be no attempt made to im^rair the independence 
of the local bodies ;and I feel sure that under the guidance of the present 
popular Minister, no such attempt will he permitted; but still it*is 
better to fa^e public appr^ension on the subject. This proposal will 
vitally affect the local bodies; and what my idea is, subject to its 
being accepted by the Council, that we, who are not very familiar with 
the working oi the lAcal government board in England, of tlie useful¬ 
ness of which, however, we have known so much from speeches and 
writings should have a memorandum allowing how the system haB»worked 
in England—I understand that it has been supplemented now by*tbe 
Ministry of Health—and how it can be ada]>ted, with modifications accord¬ 
ing to the changed circumstances, to the genius and characlers of local 
institutions i^ this country, that is to Kay, how it can made workable 
here. • Mr. Apear—who was a most esteemed and honoured member of the 
Corporation some years past, whenever the Municipal Ac.t was going io be 
nir-ended—urged upon the appointment of a local government board. 
From my own experience I know that w*e, the municipal bodies, especially 
the municipalities, are at a great disadvantage; wf do not get that expert 
opinion which we think a body like the local government board can give. 
We are often fold we have never been to England and have not seen how 
"it works there. Supposing a scheme is estimated to cost Rs. 3,00,00(1, 
we send it to the Oovernment^and the Oovenunent have it examined by 
the Sanitary Engineer and then the scheme is formally passed. That is 
not what we want. We want the l)est expert advice to be given to us. 
We sometimes have to s{)end a large amount of money to get expert 
advice, but the difficulty is this that we are not always satisfied with the 
expert advice because we do not know whether that is the best advice 
available. I know this is to 1>e so in one case, which happened recently, 
that is the water-works scheme. I think I am not divulging secret when 
I say that an honoured member, who was associated with our Government 
and who is now associated with the Government in England, told us that 
it would be more helpful to a public body if they approached the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal and asked the Sero’etary of State to get the .best expert 
advice possible. My impression is that very probably upon the local 
government board will devolve the responsibility of advising sanitary 
schemes and in solving for these local bodies their sanitary and engi¬ 
neering‘problems, and it will be their lookout and business to give the 
* best possible advice available from all parts of the world. I think, there¬ 
fore, that the local government board will be able to watcli the activi- 
•ties of local bodies and to oo-ordinaie and stimulate their endeavours on 
proper lines. I, therefore, tiiink that this r^lutiow, which is a perfectly 
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uon-cTimuiitial one, will be accepted by the Govenimenf. I have got 
a long note on the subject, but I do not want to inflict a long speech on 
this Council at this stage wheOf members are tired after a long and inter* 

, minable debate for the. last* three days. (A voice: Have it 

printed.’*) I do nut want to have it printed. 

With these observations, I commend this resolution to the accept- 

uuee of the Council. 

• 

Rija MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I beg to say a few words on the 
rc^solutioiu The fact must not be lost sight of that only* on the lines 
prescribed by its traditions and its individuality can any nation look for 
u vigoi'fuis and natural growth. 

The hhiglish hK*al government of the present day is, as everybody 
knows^ u logical and natural development of the most primary laws of 
th<j I'higlish (^oiistiiution, and, therefore, an indispensable and unavoid¬ 
able adaptation of them to the social, political and economical needs of 
the lime. 

Nolwillisiandiiig the English local government is not without its 
dcfecis, as can te seen from the following;— 

<i) That the Board never meets, and its sole remaining use appears to he that in 
the absence of the President orders may be signed by one of the tvruffitio inembors, 
iiKually the Home Secretary whose office is next door; in such a case, however, the 
Home Secretary does not consider himself to have uiiy voice in the matter. His 
signature is purely a form's] act. 

(.;;) That the President of the Board receives active help from the Secretary who 
is all in all mid who receives a high salary say £1,200 a year. 

(•f) That the general power of issuing administrative commands and compelling 
oherliouce which belongs to the superior official of a Continental Bureau is quite un¬ 
known in Kngland.— (Volume 11, pp. 2^ and 2^7. “ Local Government in 
Kniftiwd " lay Itedlich and Hirst,) 

Bei!‘id 0 s, if we look at itn administrative control, it has a drastic power 
UM can be seen from the following 

Over District Councils the Board has (xinsiderable power. It can in extreme 
cases enforce them to carry out Sanitary measures to its satisfaction. It ha& power 
to create, dissolve and amalgamate Unions and to regulate the proceedings of the 
Guardians in the minutest particulars. No officer of a Union can be appointed by 
the (iiuirdiaiis without the sanction of Ute Board and when once appointed such 
officers cannot be dismissed by the Guardians without the consent of the Bowd, 
Uioiigh he may be dismissed by the Board without consulting the Guardians. The 
3oard takea'a most paternal interest in all the proceedings of the Guardians, possibly 
too paternal an interest.—(Pape 2$7, " Local Oove,rnment " hy Odgers,) 

* c 

This much fca* the board itself. It is also a patent fact that any 
transplaiitatiim of a foreign constitution into another country without 
a thorough examination and sufficient modification to adopt it to tke 
peculiar environments and oiroumstances obtaining therein, is sure to 
come to grief,'to matter with bow much seal and entiiusbi^ iba 
iamade^, , * * . .’ . i 
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BeHideH, if U iu introduced, on the Eugliah liiieu, the power of the 
dintrict- boards will be curtailed and will be centralised in a single 
person, viz.^ the Secretary to the Pi*esident of the proposed boiu'd, which 
is again* opposed to the principles of local self-government 

Ill this age of decentralisation when the Government is ready to hand 
over its powers to repi'esentatives of the public, it is a pity tliat an attempt 
is being made in the opposite direction—to transfer the powers already 
granted to a centralised body. We expect that our Ministers should be 
the champiun%of public rights in deeds and not in name only. 

And unless the present system has failed or we are sure of a better 
Government of the local bodies by the innovation, we should be careful 
in venturing to adopt i^. But 1 do not really see whut occuvsious there 
might have been for the creatioirof a local government board “to super¬ 
vise, co-ordinate, etc.,” the local bodies here in Bengal, inasinUch as 
they have been doing their bit, I make bold to say, creditably well, and 
to the satisfaction of the Government, 1 believe. It is not long that must 
of the district boards have been given non-official chairmen and 1 think a 
sufficient timemiay be allowed to get them conversant wk.h their Wfnks 
before any change is attempted of the kind as proposed. And I take 
this oppuiiunity ,to say publicly that iu the work of the Burdwan district 
buai'd at least, for about four years frobi the first day when that body 
was allowed to have a non-official chairman—my humble self is sei-viug 
as such up to now—no undue interference was efen attempted by the 
Government o&vern vested with the controlling power over the board. 
I am very grateful for help received from them all along, when sought 
for, and I hope others will have no other tale to tcdl. And if the Beforins 
have to be made a success, 1 see no justification whatever for setting up 
mvh a board over the self-governing bodies, no doubt to du;tate its 
terms to them, and thus be more of an impediment than a help to further 
the cause of local self-government in the country. Reform by all means 
wher:* there is room for it; but where there is not, and 1 am sure there 
is nothing to roinplain of against these local bodies, it is altogether in¬ 
expedient, nut to say useless, to go for a change, doing away with the 
exifiting state of things, simply for the sake of its novelty. 

“ Local government in ibis country (England) may fitly be desc^ribed 
as consisting of a chaos of areas, a chaos of authorities and a chaos of 
rates” (vide page 14 of Local Oovernment by Odgers). If that be the 
condition there, it may be necessary for such a board. But here our 
rates are fixed by the Oovernment for the whole of the prcivince, and 
happily no such chaotic conditions pi'evail. 

I -think it is known to many that at the present moment the local 
* -government board has been superseded in England by the Ministry of 
Health and there is no such board at present and in a manner the Minister 
,in pharga of the liooal* SdU-Government with his Secretary does the 
work of eu^»Imezd. 
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I beg to sound a note of warning. The formation or the creation of 
the board would entail a very heavy expenditure on the already empty 
puree of the department. It will pquire at least one “ Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary and a number of Inspectors over and above.a sheaf 
of other things. A study of the system, as may be gleaned from thq 
standard works on the local government in England, will plainly show 
the truth of my remark. The other day we were clamouring for the 
reduction of high officials and by the adoption of this resolution we wiU 
be led to have more—at least some Parliamentary Unde^-Secretaries.’’ 
This we must avoid at any rate. 

One thing more and I have finished. I quote a few lines from page 
300, V<d. II of Local Government in England b^^Bedlich and Hirst, the 
justness and the intrinsic merit of which can never be over-estimated :-i- 

I'hd local goTernment board in emphatically not a motor engine; it does not 
sfipply power to set in motion the machinery of local government; . . the 
reason really being no doubt that the statesmen who preside over the departments of 
Viome Government, irrespective of party, share more or less, in the traditional 
abhorrence of the nation from any and every kind of administrative direction over 
p;il:lic life. . .« . Nothing could be more disquieting to an avorage Englishman 
ihiin t7.e thought that he must follow tlie orders of a London bureau ns ii ihny were 
so many provisions of the law. , . . The ancient law that England is governed 
according to law,' and not according to the jnstructions of officials, remains 
unshaken to this day. 

It can thus be easily seen that the English people themselves do 
not hold a high opinion aho\it the utility of the local government board 
but ihiber the contrary. They abhor the idea of putting an official 
administrative G(»iitrol over public life. The idea is rather continental, 
which is disliked by the English as cStn be seen from the following 
passage from the same book:— 

ft 

Englishmen have wisely set limits to that centralnej omaipofenvo which the 
Continent too often admires as the aeniih of statesmanship. , • . The continental 
idea of an almighty state which exerts a mysterious and indefinite authority over 
“ subjects '* is “ un-English.”—(Volume 77, pp, 8 and 9, ” Local Government tn 
JingUtnd ” by Bedlich ond Hmt,) 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I rise to a point of order. The hon’ble member 
proceeded on the assumption that there was a definite proposal to create 
a local government board. 

9 . • 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: This is a motion which does not 
require a very long speech, because, practically speaking, it only requires 
certain kifomiation. 

It was most unforttmate that one of the sj^eakers on the resolution— 
mean Baja Maniloll Singh Roy—^said something as if we have'coifie kete 
to-day to introduce a local government board in this {vrovinde. If 
outsider heard his spe^h he would think that the i^Mech m^e by him 
was against the motion of Ur. D. G. 'Ghoee which hae heen^ wifhdmiiii 
and not against that of th^Bai Bahadur. The priaoai^Biotiotr ^uirm • 
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certain information, and to ensure tliat end, the publication of a memo* 
randum is proposed to be made which is not likely to cost a Isu^ge sum of 
money. But may I ask, what will be the effect if the local government 
board system is introduced into India? * Some members seem to think 
• that because the system of local government board has been successful in 
England, so let it be introduced in India also. But is it not essential 
and desirable that in order to ensure its success here, the machinery 
which contributed to its success in England, should also be introduced 
here prior to^he adoption of the system itself? We should first of all 
know what it is; it would be fxitile to try practical experiments in science 
without proper apparatus. 

The present motion Simply seeks to get certain information about the 
working of the local governinentiboard in England. Sometinte ago, the 
Secretary of State appointed a committee for considering the qubstion 
of the advisability of introducing into India the local government board 
system as it existed in England, and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of liocnl Self-Government was also associated with that 
committee as atmember. The committee recommended ii> favour of the 
introduction of the system of local government board in India, but 
before we consider the question of its transplantation .here, should we 
not do well to know what it is ? What ‘is the constitution and function 
of the local government board in England? We should know the recom¬ 
mendation of both Houses of Parliament and of tht Joint Committee on 
this point. We should further know the report of the committee especi- 
aliy appointed by the Secretary of State in which oiir pojiular Minister 
was a member. 

I support the resolution as it stands and not the points raised by the 
mover. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: T am a straight 
man and love to fight a straight fight. Mr. D. C. Ghose has withdrawn 
his resolution because he found that the feeling of the House was not 
favourable. 

Mr. D. C. GHOSE: I rise to a jioint of order. Is the member in order 
in' imputing motives to me ? 

Thu DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Perhaps the member will withdraw 
his remarks. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The first part of 
the resolution of Rai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur suggests that a memo- 
randupi should be formulated describing the English system of the 
.Ipq^l gpveinment board and that Government should indicate the lines 
and modifications whereon a simitar organisation might he set up in this 
]||froviiice, Government should introduce the English system in 
Ben^I with* modifications. The second pari of his resolution asks that 
without committing themselves to any definite scheme of action the 
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Cbremineiit should publish and circulate the said memoiunduitt to elicit 
general public opinion and the views of local bodies concerned. Mark 
the words ‘^Government should indicate the lines whereon similar organ¬ 
isations may be set up in this province.” 

I am not opposed to the introduction of the system as it is in England 
or other countries. But the question is that we are not financially well- 
off and every one of us here apprehends that the cost of the. machinery 
will be thrown on the shoulders of the long-suffering poor people of 
Bengal. Until we know that that apprehension is note well-founded, 
wo should be no party to such a resolution or intend to bring forward a 
resolution of this nature hereafter. 1 believe Bai Badha Charan Pal 
Bahadur in his heart of hearts would not like a ffffther burden on the poor 
people of Bengal, and therefore, he says, his resolution is non-committal. 
^ Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur wanfs a memorandum to be formulat¬ 
ed describing the constitution and working of the English system of 
local government board. There are books on the subjeH, and any one 
can read them, if he cares to. It any of us is not ‘willing to purchase 
the books and read them, I shall at my own cost publishra memorandum 
describing the constitution and working of the English system. I 
cannot be a party to Government spending about Bs. 20,000 on this 
matter. (A voice: “Would the memorandum cost so iauchP”) Of 
course, for whenever Government undertake any scheme, they never 
spend a small amouift. Therefore, upon these grounds and not upon the 
ground that the local government board would not be of any benefit to 
the people of Bengal, I oppose the motion. 

Mf. ila CAMPBELL FORREBTERSc I rise to support the resolution. 
I consider it is essential that there should be a body of experts such as 
the local'govemment board at Home to check any hasty and ill-thought 
out scheme and to look after the ratepayers’ interests. There are times 
when financial scandals or supposed scandals can be looked into care¬ 
fully if desired by a few members of the Council. I remember from jxiy 
mxmicipal experience at Home where we had a big scheme for the pur¬ 
chase of land, it was thought that the committee who were dealing 
with the subject had had some unfair dealings which were detrimental to 
the ratepayers. An inquiry was demanded by a section of the Council 
and it was granted. The local government decided that there was no 
i-oom h r the slightest suspicion. Thus every body was satisfied and no 
doubt of unfairness was left in the mind of any. 

, From'my experience of a Home municipality, I consider that the 
local government board is of great use: supposing a housing sriieme 
was esrantial, on account of the. scarcity of housing acoommbdafion for 
the citizens, but funds are not available; then a scheme wbuld Be 
drawn up by the municipality and submitted to the local government 
board if it was foiuid feasible and tbat body (tbe hMud goveiatmeht btntd) 
apraved of saiiM, tb«« the latter would apply-to the Oevmwent for flie 
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money which would be i^nted on their reoommendation. As the ILmim 
of Lords is considered to be a safeguard against hasty and ilLtnought 
out Bchentes, so would the local government board act as a check on all 
ill-considered schemes of the municipalities. Therefore, 1 feel that I 
cannot *but support the resolution, and I hope that the House will assist 
the mover to carry his resolution. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The resolution about the loc^l 
government hoard has been moved by my friend, Mr. I). C. Ghc>se, and 
a similar resolution has also been moved by Rai Radha Gharan Pal Baha¬ 
dur. Mr. D. C. Ghose withdrew his resolution because he thought 
it proper that the memj^ers of this Council should be more familiar with 
the working of the English system first. Therefore, he preferred to 
wait till he could furnish us with a description of the working of the local 
government board in England. But my friend, Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur, cannot wait, though it seems that he himself is not familiar 
with the working of the English system. He thinks it must be supported 
because it has worked well in England. We have got many white 
elephants in the various departments, for whirh the people have to pay 
without deriving any benefit therefrom. I fail to understand why we 
should set up another new departmenU—the local government board— 
which is nothing but a body of experts and which will require a very 
large amount of money to be entertained. Ts it %n opportune moment, 
when we have a deficit of Rs. crores, to bring foru^ard such a resolu¬ 
tion as this, namely, to set up in Bengal a local government board simi¬ 
lar to that in England? Even in England we understand this board has 
been replaced by the Board ofdTealth—^though a change in name, still 
it is nothing but the Health Department of Government. Therefore, I 
submit, that when we have, under the Reforms Scheme, got & Minister 
for the Tiocal Self-Government Department and there is the Sanitary 
Commissioner under him, we ought to utilise the materials that are 
already before us instead of launching upon a new scheme of bringing 
into being a department of experts costing a large amount of money 
which the country at the present moment can ill-afford to pay. 

With these words, I beg to oppose the resolution. 

TIm Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I think I may 
intervene at this stage in the debate, which perhaps will have the effect 
of saving time and simplifying matters. I fear there has been some 
misconception both with regard to the resolution and also wftti regard 
to the constitution of the local government board in England. I should 
explain first of all the constitution of the local government board in 
'England. The local government board in England means not a board 
consisting of a number of experts, but it means the Minister of Public 
Health lik^ mysdl One man, one individual, one {espcmsAle Minis¬ 
ter is not a'lMwrd at all in tiie sense in wkmh we underetand that term. 

1*11 
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Thai ia the first mieconceptioa which 1 desire to remove, He is of course 
assisted by experts; he has got an establishment of his own—auditors, 
eugineei'H, surveyors, inspectors and.so on; but the board means himself, 
and he is the autocrat of the situation. His will is law, just as mine is 
ill many matters in regard to questions of public health. He nlay take 
the advice of ekperts, just as 1 take the advice of my standing committee, 
but he is no more bound by his experts than I am in regard to the advice 
tendered by my standing committee. Therefore, the House must 
realise in the first place that the local government hour^ in England 
(^insists of one individual and one individual alone, and he is the Miiiis- 
tor of Public Health. Of course, he is responsible to Parliament in the 
same way as I am responsible to you. The boaiA consists of one person 
assisted by a body of experts who are suhordinate to his authority and 
hc'is liot bound in any sense to be guided by the advice of these experts. 
Jlis will is law, subject to the responsibility which he owes to J^arlia- 
ment. * ^ 


Tlien there seems to be a further iniscou(‘eption in the remarks which 
have been inutle. There apparently is an idea among some members that 
the object ot the resolution is to establish stiaighlunay a local govern¬ 
ment board in Bengal, but I do not think that the resolution means 
anything of that sort at all. It is very modest in the deiiuind that it 
makes upon us. My^fiienil, Kai Jogendra (’hunder iJtiose Bahadur, who . 
is such a careful custodian of our purse, says that Government will have 
to spend Es, 20,000 if this reMohitioii is accepted and if the memorandum 
referred to be issued. I fail to understand wby it should cost Govem- 
ment such a large sum of money in order to issue the memorandum. 
All that would cost the Government would be that it would throw an 
atlditiona4 burden upon my friend, Mr. Goode, to w'rite out the memoran¬ 
dum. It would also cost the Government about Es. 100 in the shape of 
])aper, jointing, etc, 'J'heretoie, pray do not be larmed at the 
spectre of expenditure which my friend has conjured up before your 
vision. It is n demand for information, not a demand for the purpose 
of establishing a local government board. So far as the Government 
is concerned, we have not the slightest objection to issue the inemoru|tf^ 
dum. Light, more kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, is 
of Government. Wo are anxious to place before the House^fRl the 
country the arajdest information regarding all matters in corine*uion 
with which there is a public demand. question of local govern¬ 

ment bdwrd has been before the country for a number of years. As my 
friend, Eai Badha Oharan Pal Bahadur, has pointed out—and I may 
observe parenthetically that it is always interesting to listen to his 
n‘moikp because he explores the ancient history of every question that 
he takes up—this question of local government board was first mooted 
in the year 1882 by Tiord Ripon in the time of Sir Eiv^&s Thompson 
when he was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. I distinctly remember the 
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facts. 1 have also been discussing this question in my public capacity 
as a member of the Imperial Legislative Council. I think it was my 
fiiend, the late Mr, Gokhale, who also brought this question up in one of 
the debates of the Imperial Legislative- Council. Thus it is a question 
which has been before the public for a long time; it is a question with 
regard to which some amount of attention and interest has been raised. 
We are indebted to Rai Badba Charan Pal Bahadur and to Mr. D. G. 
Ghose for having placed it before the House in order that full and ample 
information jpiay be obtained so that the action of this House may be 
guided by it. All that llai Badha Charan Pal wants is a memorandum for 
the purpose of eliciting information. In that memorandum—I want to 
modify his resolution 4 p some extent—all that the Government will 
want will be information, so that upon the basis of that information Ihe 
House and the country may considep what possible steps may ba taken 
to strengthen the local bodies and to co-ordinate their activities. • 

The question of expenditure has been referred to. Undoubtedly, if 
you c.slablish a local government board, it will be necessary to incur 
heavy expenditure, and I, for one, in our present position, 

cannot suggest that such expenditure should be incurred. But in the 
meantime, there is no harm in getting information. This Government 
would not be a Government capable of t>erforming its duties adequately 
if it were always to remain in a slate of financial difficulty. Assuming 
that our financial condition improves,—and it iswiot too much to hope 
that matters will improve—this information may be obtained in the 
meantime so as to be available and of practical use when we are in more 
prosperous times. I, therefore, think that the resolution which my frioml 
has placed before the House lAay be accepted with the modifications I 
am about to suggest and which my friend is willing to accept. The 
resolution thus modific^d will run as follows:— 

This Council recommendK to tlie Government that a memorandum bn prepared 
by the Hon’ble the Minister for Local 8e1f-Government describinfi; the (-onstitution 
nnd working of the T«ocb1 Government Board in the United Kingdom and explaining 
in what points it difTors from the system in vogue in this province, with the object 
of ascertaining whether the Ministry of Local Rolf-Govornment can be brought into 
^closer relations with local bodies so as to enable their activities to bo properly 
Sk^dinated, stimulated and controlled. 

friend has accepted the resolution, and I hope .the House will 
accept^ too. I myself have been in favour of a local government board 
all along, and though as a matter of principle it is desirable that we 
should have a local government board, the present circuipatances of 
Bengal have to be considered. I therefore suggest that the Hduae 
will be graciously pleased to accept the resolution as modified. 

TiM DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The question before the House is 
wlietli«r the amendment propooed by the Eon’hle Minister should be 
aUowed. • • 
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The amendment was allowed. 

The resolution, as amended, was put and agreed to. 

* 

DiplwiMhliolders of private medioat institutioiia. 

The following resolution, which stood in the name of Dr. 'nassan 
Sjilirawardy, was withdrawn with the intention of bringing it up in a new 
session:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the concession 
granted by a ‘ transitory provision ’ to diplonm-btddeis of private 
medical institutions previous to 1914, be extended to a further period 
of three^years.’* 

Settiamant Operations. 

« 

Mr. BI 4 OY PR08AD SINGH ROY. This Council recommends 
to the Government that the survey and settlement operations be post¬ 
poned for three years in those districts of Bengal where the works have 
not yet been bbgun/' 

I think the House will naturally expect an explanation from me for 
bringing forwaid this resolution again after the long and learned dis¬ 
cussion on this subject dtiring the budget debate, and in doing so, 1 
have two guniiids—o^je is, oui' financial pro*»pec‘t has undergone a com¬ 
plete transformation since the last budget; and the other is the present 
economic condition of the peasantry of Bengal and the effect of the 
survey and settlement operations on it. In spite oi strong opposition 
tiofii the iion-ofh<*ial members of this during the last budget, 

the Government decided to go on with survey and settlement works in 
certain districts, and the Government, I presume, did so in the hope of 
liaving substantial financial help from the Government of India, because 
evtm then the Bengal Government were threatened with a large deficit. 
The Hon’ble Finance Member expressed such a hope in his speech in 
introducing the budget, but facts have proved otherwise, and all our 
expeidations of help from the Government of India have now been 
explodeil, so I think that it is prudent to stop the survey and settLeiu^^ 
w >rks because not only are they very costly but because there is n^jjln 
for them at present. The urgency of their need can never be i^lmi^d. 
The Hon’hle the Revenue Member, in reply to my question at begin¬ 
ning of this session, said that by accepting the principle of a two-party 
' basis tbeiv would be a saving of 13 lakhs in the year 1922 and It!^ lakhs 
in 1923. The balance 16 hkhs out of the total grant of 29 laUis fov the 
year 1921 will be required to carry on the work already in hand, so that 
if the work of survey and settlement is discontinued ^together an^no 
new work is taken up, calculating at the minimum rate of Chittagong 
which orst Bs. 1^,16,604 the expense will be over 64 lakhs in tliree 
years even to complete any new work in four out of these eight 
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districts. Thlis is a sum which^ iu the present financial conditions of 
Bengali we can hardly spare. We can utilise the sum for other urgent 
needs. I propose that the work be postponed for another three yearsi 
that is, up to 1925. Even if the Government go on with the work in 
bind, they will certainly require three years to finish the work. My 
proposal is that no new work be taken up under the present financial 
conditions. We hope that after three years the Oovernniont of India 
will come with libersj contributions to our province, and will do sonfe 
justice to a province which is the greatest contributor to the Imperial 
exehefxuer. 

My second point is the economic condition of the peasantry of Bengal. 
Since the last war the %>st of living has gone up very high. l*lven in the 
last session, the Council accepted a resolution for increasing the*salaries 
of the ministerial officers of the Government, This question of hifih 
prices has affected the rich landlords, merchant princes, highly jiajd 
Government officers, but what of the ill-clad, half-famished peasantry of 
Bengal, suffering from malaria and over-taxation and what notP 
Settlement works will entangle them into prolonged and costly civil 
suits, will subject them to enhancement of rent and to*hundred other 
miseries. So my humble proxK>sal is that, considering all these things, 
it will be prudent and expedient to postpone all survey and settlement 
work. 

With these few words, I commend the resolution to the acceptance 
of the House, and I would request the House to consider the question 

very impartially and accept it on its own merits. * 

• 

The Hon’Me the MA>IARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Government have anticipated the mover of this resolu¬ 
tion in this sense that His Excellency Lord Ronaldshay when pddressing 
the Legislative Council the other day at the opening of this session, 
mentioned to the members of tbis Council that owing to financial strin¬ 
gency, the settlement operations would now be on a two-party basis. 
Now, that being so, in practice this is going to mean that new survey 
or Bclilement <perations in any new district will not cone up for fhieu 
Kgars, and as the mover of the resolution suggests that settlement 
|tions be postponed for three years in those districts of Bengal 
whSMjhe worlm have not yet been begun, it will be seen that Govern¬ 
ment hINia already, in view of tbis reduction to a two-party basis, 
accepted the principle which this resolution proposes. For that reason, 
I think that now that I have informed the mover of the resolution that 
that is what it means, in peractioe, it is not necessary for me to aociept 
the resolution, or for him to press it. 

«llr. BIMY FROBAO BIMCH ROYB In view of the information 
given by the Hon’ble Member, I beg leave to withdraw the resolutioii, 

like moGon was titen, by the leave of the CounSil, withdrawn. 
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Calcutta Tramways Act. 

« 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: “ This Council recommends 
to the Government that the Calcutta Tramways Act be so amended at 
an early date as to include the following among other provisions:-^ 

{%) amendment of section 9 of Bengal Act I of 1880 so as, to give 
power to the Corporation in the matter of fixing rates and 
fares; 

(u) amendment of section 12 of the same Act so as to give power 

to the Corporation to prescribe the length of street which 
may be opened up from time to time; 

{iii^ amendment of section 18 of the same#Act so as to make the 
penalty for default really deterrent; 

(«v) amendment of section 29 of the same Act on the lines of sec¬ 
tion 82y sub-section (3), of the English Tramways Act of 
1870 (33 and 34 Viet., c. 78); 

(v) amendment of clause 9 of the Schedule to Bengal Act IV of 1900 

BO as to give effective power to the Corporatcou in cases of 
default contemplated therein, and to make the penalty for 
* default on the part of the Tramways Company really effective; 
and 

(vi) specific statutory powers to be given to the Coiporation to take 
up the coiltrol and management of the tramways traffic, as a 
^ temporary measure, in the event of a prolonged suspension 
or dislocation of the tram service,” 

In moving this resolution I desire to say a few words. I have just 
got down some amendments which have struck me, and I believe my 
friend, Mr. K, C. Bay Chaudhuri, will follow merwith his suggestions. 
I may say at once that this is not an exhaustive list from the public 
point of view. This Act, which, 1 may say, is now an ancient Act, 
should be revised and redrafted. Before I dwell upon the various sug- 
pstions that htfve been made I wish to take up one item which is moat 
important at the present moment. The agony which the people of Cj 
cutta are condemned to suffer from prolonged tramway strikes is 
known to the members of this Council. The members of the 
tion and even the members of this Council have been approachUTby the 
people of Calcutta beseeching for a radical remedy to effeStoe resto¬ 
ration of the tramway service. As members of the Corporation, we 
beeii charged with neglect of duty because we have not put suffi: 
cient pressure upon the Tramways Company to resume thei^ services. 
As members of the Council, we have been accused of being apathetic 
and not taking up this important matter with a view to leffishrtive 
action. This is the position, and if on any impe^nt matter pubKc 
opinion is unanimous, it is on this question of the tramwaytt of Calcutta. 
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I will tak^ up this most important poiuti that is the suspension «of 
tramway service^ first. Clause 9 of the Schedule provides that in case 
of default in the ruiuiiug of tramway service, the Chairman of the Cor- 
poratiou may serve the Company with, a notice for the resumption of 
their services, and in case they decline to do so, the matter may be 
referred to, arbitration and the arbitrators will be nominated by the 
Corporation and the Tramways Company. If the decision is in favour 
o1 ihe Corporation after some iiionths (so long us the people of (,-alcutla 
w^ill be a continued agony), the Calcutta Coiporation will have 
the satisfaction of imposing the full rate, which they leiuitleil 
to the Tramways Company when they converted the horse traction into 
electric traction. I propose to go very briefly into the ancient history. 
Formerly there was payable a sum of Us.’ 4,000 as a track rent, when 
the horse traction existed. When it was converted into clectrac trac¬ 
tion through the endeavours of the Tramways Company and the Cuu|)o- 
ration, and also, 1 may say, with public support—because •public meet¬ 
ings were got up at that time—they compounded with the Corporation 
for a lump sum of Bs, 35,000. That is a permanent sum for a practi¬ 
cally perpetual monopoly which they are paying to the Corporation as 
the track rent of the existing tramw'ay service in Calcutta. 

The only remedy that is provided i.s'thut when the arbitrators decide 
ill favour of the Chairman, the Corjioration will be enabled to impose the 
full track rent of Rs. 4,000; a few thousands edifl^erence in the long 
run. That is no satisfaction fo the people of Calcutta after a long 
and protracted agony. What is suggested in this motion is this, that 
Ve should empower the Corporation of Calcutta (its Chairman) to take 
up, in case of default or emergencies if necessary after giving proper 
notice to the Company, temporarily the tramway service, pendiTig the 
settlement of disputes between capital and labour or Corporation and 
Tramways Company. I think that it is a very reasonable proposal, 
having regard to the fact that the Vate-payers of Calcutta have given a 
perpetual monopoly to the Tramways Company of their roads. I think 
it necessary therefore that they should be under proper regulations, 
so that they may not on any occasion ptit the i>eople of Calcutta to any 
l^onvenience. That is one point. 

^^■||€n I come to other amendments more or less important—amendment 
of sSi^w 9 of Bengal Act I of 1880 so as to give power to the Co'pora- 
tiou in matter of fixing rates and fares. At present section 9 of this 
Act prescribes a maximum fare of three annas for a run nat-.exceeding • 
three miles. You will find that there is a maximum of three annas even 
for mile or less, whatever the distance may be. The Corporation have 
from time to time made representations on the subject due to the com¬ 
plaints .made by the rate-payers of Calcutta, and I know from my own 
knowledge that pebj^e Uving in Ohitpore Boad near Jorasanko, if they 
hdte to ebthe from an area outside Cornwallis Strflit, to somewhere in 



590 CAlXJtTTTA TRAMWAYS ACT. [2^ Dbc; 

V 

Chitpore Boad» have to pay double the fare in order Ho reach, say, 
Nutuu Bazar. The Corporation some time ago made a suggestion that 
the Company should grant transfer tickets to such persons, as the iaie 
which is three annas on account of the double ticket issued at present 
was not ^ir. The-Tramways Company‘haid that they had the power to 
fix any fare not exceeding three annas for any distance. In the matter 
o[ Behala, Kidderpore and Alipore, when the Kidderpore bnd.:ro is 
closed the Company impose additional fares, although the people have 
to walk a couple of furlongs to get into the tram on tlm other side. 
That matter was brought up for consideration by my friend, Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullik, io the Corporation, and the Corporation nude 
a represenlation to Government on the subject#^ I believe that the 
Government will reply quite complacently that they have no iwjwer 
because there is the law which enables the Company to fix any fai'e up 
toi three annas for a distance up to three miles. Having regard to 
these facts, the Corporation have from time to time made representations 
to the Government for the purpose of amending the law. No step has 
yet been taken. 

* I 

Then coming to section 12 of the same Act to give power to the 
Corporation to prescribe the length of street which may be opened up 
from time to time—need not read out to you the whole section. 
Section 12 gives them power, without the sanction of the Corporation, 
to open up any section«of the roads not exceeding certain lengths. What 
I and the Executive Engineer of the Corporation find is this, that with¬ 
out notice they open up whole streets and the road is blocked entirely. 
Wi^ go and impeach our road engineers who reply that they can do 
nolhing, as the work is being done by^ the Tramways Company, In 
spite of the fact that it might be a day of festival— Dasra, or something 
like it,— or it might he an important road, they open it up without 
takitt-? into consideration the inconvenience caused to the public, as if the 
roads were their ancient zamindari and permanent settlement. I think 
that in this case the sanction of the Corporation—^I believe that the 
Hon’hle Mr. Eefr is going to reply to me and I hope that it will be 
admitted that it is not the individual Commissioners interfering in the 
matter hut the Chairman or the Chief Engineer—is necessary. I 
that much and nothing more. I think that that is an amendment 
in the interests of the city, ought to be admitted. 

Then as to the amendment of section 18 of the same Act so hh to moKe 
the penalty for default really deterrent, section 18 of the same Act {ne* 
scril^s the maximum penalty of Bs. ^ for default in respect of various 
items, one of the most important of which the maintenance of ^he tram¬ 
way track. I may tell you this, that there is an interminable record of. 
complaints from various distinct communities, individual CWmissiemers 
and from the Gorporatiom Besoluiion after rescduiicn has bem. passed 
complaining of the*fndtfference and tbe dilatory way in wbidiHbe r^Sair 
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work is taken up by tbe Tramways Company. Both sides of the road 
are laid up with asphaltum. The old antiquated stone-set tramway 
track is worn out and a perpetual spurce of inconvenience, trouble and 
>danf>er to traffic is maintained. Ijetter after letter, I may say as a 
Municipal Commissioner of several years’ standing, has been addressed 
by the District Engineer. Sometimes the Chairman is bothered. He 
also writes, but practically no heed is given. 1 do not mean to say tha^ 
they do not take up any repair work at all, but they are so dilatory and so 
indifferent to^he requirements of the Corporation that we cannot do any¬ 
thing, and even this fine of Us. 200 has for the time being been sus¬ 
pended by mutual agreement between the officios of the Corporation and 
the Tramways Company No jirosecution will be instituted if they say, 

** We will take up this work,” - I may tell you that in some important 
roads, for instance Chitpore Road, we have been insisting times ufiihout 
number that the repair work should be carried out at night, so that 
may be no obstruction to traffic. They have steadily refused to comply 
with that. They say that they won’t do it, as it is expensive. Well, 
that is the position in which the Corporation is placed... The Hon’lde 
Mr. Kerr may say, if we go up to him, “ There is the Act, and you 
must submit to it so long as the agreement exists,” I would come 
to the agreement later on. ‘ 

Amendment of section 29 of the same Act on the lines of section 32, 

‘ sub-section (5), of the English Tramways Act (fi 1870.—In this sec¬ 
tion a very curious and noticeable difference is made between a ccoppuny 
and a coi’porate body in India and a company and a corporate i.ndy in 
England. In this section if in the execution of the work of laying 
pipe«, or drainage or diversion of roads, any injury or loss is sustained 
by the Tramways Company, the Corporation must make good the loss, 
but I find in the English Act that the English Corporation is safe from 
any such damages. Here is this difference. I do not know why that 
difference should exist at all. 

Now I have exhausted all the amendments of whiph I have given 
notice and I do not wish to take up your time at this fag-end of the 
evening. I want to say only this. There are other suggestions made 

^ friend, Mr. E. C. Bay Chaudhuri. I whole-heartedly support his 
mll^^and I am quite prepared to accept his amendments if they are 
to beal^^amated with my resolution. If the Act comes up for amend¬ 
ment, I annure that other members of the Corporation will make prac¬ 
tical suggestions in the interests of both the parties, viz,, *the rate¬ 
payers and the Tramways Company. 

Before I sit down, 1 wish to say one word regarding the agreement. 

• 1 have heard so often the Hon’ble Kerr dinning into my mtrs—" How 
to rid of the AetP*' I have consnlted some of my lawyer friends. 
I io not mfm to say that tiiat is a counsel et luerfection, but still what 
Oey maintmn ie—Let the agreement remain as it u, as they have the 
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monopoly up to a certain number of years, but it is the provision in 
the Act which requires to be modified.’^ We want to take more power 
than what is given in the agreen^nt. In the agreement there is a 
clause for arbitration. In addition to that I want that there should l>e fk 
clause in^the Act giving power to the Coi^oration on exceptional occasions 
to take up the control of the tramway service as a temporary measure in 
order to relieve the agony of the people of Calcutta, and I do not see why 

that should not be done. With these words, I beg to move my resolution. 

# 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURi: I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, tl^i in motion No. 86 the word ‘and’ at the end of 
clause ('a) be omitted and the following furthej^clauses be added after 
clause (*va), namely; — 

‘ Kvil) provision for the payment of living wages to the employees of 
« . the Company; 

{viii) Provision for the establishment of provident funds for the 
benefit of the employees; and 

(i>) provifiion for an arbitration board with at leacSt two elected 
Commissioners of the Corporation as members of the board, 
to settle all disputes regarding wages, working hours, over¬ 
time allowances, dismissal and leave.’ ” 


My amendments aje simple and self-explanatory, and I commend them • 
to your consideration, specially the primdples involved. 

Tfiose whdiave watched the tug-of-war—the one-sided tug-of-war— 
between the Tramway masters and the Tramway men, must have noticed 
tlmt the struggles of these men, condemned unheard, refused a hearing 
1o the <mly court of juaitice, r/>., the Government, vrere almost u farce. 
It-inay h6 that all the forces—mean the Government, the public and 
the masters—^were arrayed against labour, hwt the public had every right 
to know whether the dismissal was just or unjust before supporting the 
Company to stamp out disgrace from the system of employment, but 
that opportunity has not been given by the refusal of a Conciliation 
Committee, However, my point is that if the Government or the 
Corporation had some <dauaes reserved to see that wages commensur^|||| 
with the cost of living were paid, there would have been no necesg^ii 
the unfortunate strikes which cost the Company more than Bs^^aus 
nearly to teach a few ill-paid and illiterate men that they nm^pRither go 
half-fed and half-clothed than take advantage of the very lax system of 
chfcking fhe Company has hitherto maintained. Poor pay and ill-gotten 
gains go hand in hand in this country. I think my samindar friends 
will admit that they have gomastas and naibs who receive fat salaries 
ranging from Bs* 10 to Bs. 20 a month and they are allowed to make' 
something, some TOftd or other, and tiiat is how dislionesly thrives in 
this country^ because ‘giving wages” am not paid and seales* are, not 
revised. I, therefore, urge that when the amendment of the iSramways 
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Act takes place, a clause should be put in that “living wages’* must be 
paid to the employees and powers left with Corporation to go into the 
question of wages from time to time. After all, it is the Corporation 
which grants free land and full monopoly to the Company to enable it to 
maintain the service^ and it miftt therefore have this right, ^which is 
essential for the preservation of our working classes, seriously handi¬ 
capped by crushing economic pressure of high prices and high rentes. 

My second principle is that in order to ensure honesty you nuist 
secure permiyient interest of the (»mployoes by some bond or attachment 
such as “provident funds” or pensions. If any thing that has made our 
Provincial Civil Service straight and good, that is pension, which is just 
as good a reward for gdkd services as provident funds, ^ 

My third principle is that in Tospect of strikes the Corporation should 
have power to naediate and end the misery of the public which follows a 
public service strike. At no distant date the supreme control of ftie 
Covernraent will be entrusted to our care, which includes protection and 
presevation of millions of luanuul workers and covenaiHs like this for the 
protection of Jabour before the transfer of the responsibility of Govern¬ 
ment to the Indian nation will be in accordance with the express desire of 
Parliament and the Parliament of all the Parliaments,the League 
of Nations. After all, the councillors upon whoin our future Govern¬ 
ment will rest are very ili-informed about labour, as I found to my mis- 
'fortune when I invited a discussion on picketing the other day, and 1 am 
afraid that when those councillors who opp(»scd my motion come to^power 
they will ignore the necessity of protection of labour—the vital force of 
any civili.sed Government—more than even the retiring bureaucracy has 
done. I cannot help mentioniilg that a good deal of prejudice exists in 
the Council regarding labour legislation. Some members went so far on 
the day of discussion on “picketing” us to say that transplantations of 
English Labour Acts are innovations nrisnilcd to the conditions of this 
country. 1 take this opportunity to tell them that the,Factories Act, 
Indan Mines Inspection Acts, Boiler Acts, Smoke Nuisances Acts, and 
even the Indian Companies Acts and the Laws of Bankruptcy are all of 
them industrial and commercial legislations that have been followed in 
||hm country on British models. In fact in certain matters we are far 
of English system and we have been benefited by the experiments 
mSAjja England. Take, for example, tbe State railvrays, which are 
perfecnHntrations of nationalisation of industries and transpoits. The 
British industrial democracy, notwithstanding repeated demands, has 
failed to achieve them, but w'e have got them in India,mz., the Stale rail¬ 
ways. My point is that State interventions on proved lines are the only 
guarantees of healthy, contented and reliable labour. 

« Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA BahMiiir: The discusaion 
on motions Nos. 36 and 37 may be separated for tii^urpose of explain¬ 
ing mattdrSj as th^ refer to somewhat different subjMts. 
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My F.ubmissiou to the Council is that there should a hnrmonioas 
. feeling between the Calcutta Corpccation and the Tramways ComiMiny. 
The Government is the custodian oi law and the Iramveays Company 
depend for their existence on a statute. It is, therefore, necessary to see 
hew far the statutory ]«rovisionB override the agreement which is said to 
have been entered into. My contention is, there should be. no difficulty 
in amending section 9 of ^ngal Act 1 of 1880 so as to give power to 
{he Corporation in the matter of fixing rates and fares. Yon will notice 
thtft the Company have to work on certain conditions. They are either 
to work at a profit or at a loss. They are not expected to work if they 
lose. That is one view,^ but if extraordinary charges are made, people 
of the city would come forward and say that th^ares and rates are not 
reasonable. Who is to decide ibis question? The Government will 
Bssertr that these are the rates and the Company have the authority 
lyider the statute to fix the rates and fares. But now the Corporation 
wants powqr for the purpose of fixing the rates. My submission is that 
both these divergent views cannot be entertained and a harmony should 
be established between the two views. 

The Corporation wants power over the Company's aefions. I think 
it is reasonable that Government should interfere in this matter, and 
that whether steps are taken by the Tramways Company, they should 
be under the control of the Corporation, The right of ownership is 
vested in the Commi^ioners so far as the roads are concerned. There 
is no doubt in the matter. Therefore, if the owners of roads consider 
a certain action is desirable, is it not reasonable that Government should 
take steps in the matter to see that the actions of the Company are con¬ 
trolled by the Corporation. But the Company may argue that it would 
be of great disadvantage to them if a third party interferes in the 
matter. In view of our sad experience of confinupus strikes in the city 
and the inconvenience we have been put to, we are obliged to appeal 
to the Government for intervention, and it is high time that Government 
interfere and put the matter in a statutory form. This is the ground 
for which the learned mover asks for the amendment of the sections. 
It is not necessary for me to dilate on the subject, because I find that ' 
the other amendments are subsidiary amendments, and if the ix>w|||tf 
to the Commissioners are granted, the other amendments will 

As regards the suggestion of my friend to Mr. Krishna Chand^PKay 
Chandlyiri, it is the old question, namely, the settlement of lU|l^rages/ 

I was a member of the Industrial Unrest Committee and ^mscussed ^ 
these matters. My friend came forward with a motion asking for tiie 
settlement of the minimum wages. I am always for the giving of 
living wages by the Company, but how that can he settled was-the-point 
discussed by the Committee and my friend took an active part. It 
was a difficult problem to decide whether statutory power be given Ifor 
the purpose, and we came to the conclusion that the Conciliation Boprd 
may take up ihe%ub}ect. Mr. Chaudhuri took that view also. In 



CALCTJTl’A TRAMWAYS ACT. 595 

fact it was he who made that euicgestiob to the Committee. He now 
says that this question is to be settled by the Corporation. I ask him to 
consider who is to settle this matter. We asked him at that time if 
the Knp^lish Act of 1875 was to be enacted; he did not then agree to ii» 
inasmuch as the provisions of that Act are very stringent. The 
question of diving wages must be decided by somebody and t want to 
know who that somebody is to be. I have no objection if the Concil¬ 
iation Board does it.. Tlien, again, Mr. Cbnudlniri came forward wifli 
the suggestion that the Council should accept the provisions of ‘the 
English Picketing Act. I asked him to refer to the report of the 
Koyal Commission of the year 1906. That difficulty was felt by those 
who framed the report That report was not referred to in the course 
of discussion in the Council. 1 had the honour and pleasure* to read 
it twenty times and T find that the provisious of the English Act are 
more stringent than what he could suggest. Tliere have been a large 
number of decisions on the abuse of the Picketing Act. . 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: 1 rise to a point of order. 
Is it relevant to the resolution and discusHion P • 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I think he is relevant. 

\ 

fiai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: As regards the 
provident fund, who is to settle that matter? ^hese, 1 think, are 
matters which do not come within the scope of the resolution which the 
Bui Bahadur has referred to. * 

Coionel A. J. PUGH: This is the first time that it has been suggested 
that an agreement which had been entered int(^ between two i)ar(i(?s may 
be broken at the in/itauce of one party without the oousent of iJic 
other. The agreement between the Calcutta Corporation and the Cal¬ 
cutta Tramways Comi>any was entered into on the 2nd October, 1879. 
That agreement is annexed to the Act of 1880. All that the Acf of 
1880 does is to enact the provisions for carrying out.that agreement. 
In 1879, the Corporation had the option of providing tramways them- 
^ttlves, but as they were not in a position to put out the money necessary to 
^(^^and there were persons who were prepared to put out the money 
an^B^the tramways, the Corporation entered into an agreement with 
them^B^j^r the Act of 1880, the Corporation had the option of taking 
over the tramways themselves at the end of 21 years. The Corixiration 
neglected to exercise its option and by the Act of 1900 the*, period of 
option was exteodedi to 31 years. There still remains 10 years before 
the expiration of that option and, as far as I can see at present, the only 
*thing the Corporation can do is to find out whether it will be in a position 
to*take tbe tramways over at the expiration of the term. 

^s regerds the opening up of roads by tbe Tramways Company, I 
think everybody knows that oonsideraUe inoemvenidnoe is often caus^, 



596, CALCUTTA TRAMWAYS ACT. [2if^-D8e^ 

but that is provided for in the 3Lct, by which notice has to be c^ven 
to the Corporation, and if the Tramways Company do not give notice, 
the Corporation can take steps. 

Babu.8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs I do not like to go .into the 
technicalities of the sections. I would rather place before the Council 
some points over which I,have been fighting. As regards the present 
contract, Colonel Pugh says that as there has been this contract, how 
can any attempt be made to go behind itP That is a bigger question 
and I do not like to touch it, hut 1 may just ask how the Bent Act 
interfered with existing contracts. The Bent Act was passed because 
it concerned the Europeans.* They were tlie peftons who were affected 
by it and therefore all private contracts could be trampled under foot. 
Was not the Contract Act brushed aside when the Bent Act was passed? 
Why has that been trampled under foot? That has been done only to 
suit the Ei/ropeans, so that they may get houses at cheaper rates. Do 
not say these things hut go along with the true facts. If the Tram¬ 
ways Company go on persistently creating trouble, T supimse that we 
should ask for certain larger powers to put that down. First of all, 
I may mention the <iuestion of fares. I submit that the fares in Calcutta 
are extortionately high. In Bombay, for four pice to my personal 
knowledge, you can go over the whole length of four miles, and 1 
believe for six pice tltey will allow you two transfers almost to any place 
in the towti. Here, from my house in Bhowanipur to Park Street-^ 
barely a distance of a mile—^I have got to pay eight pice. There, again, 
arises the question as to why there should not proportionately lower 
fares for smaller distances or at least*for half lengths as they have 
in Bombay. The reason why they have it there is obvious: there are 
two strong railway lines on both sides of the city, viz,, the G. I, P, 
and the B. B. & C. I. Therefore there is competition and there is 
this result. In connection with the matter which I brought to the notice 
of the Corporation with regard to the increase of fares in the Kidderpore 
section after the bridge was dismantled—to which my esteemed friend, 
Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, has referred—^the Manager was 
for. He was there with us and all these questions arose and 
them was this question as to why two transfers for ten 
not be given. ‘ The Manager said, ** Oh, it is not possible. 

**Wh>*is it not x>OB8ible, it is possible in Bombay?” 
may be possible in Bombay, but it is not possible here.’* That was his 
att^itude.' *WhyP Because he knew that he had the monopoly here in 
Calcutta and there was no other carrying company to compete with 
him. That is the whole question. If wo bad any other* railway 
round this town or a circular iuilway of the kind as tbey 
have in Bombay, they would have l)een hound lo drop the fares in nc 
time. I therefore«if(Uggest that we should' have larger powerti to cotitro] 
these rates. In connection with this matter I beg to mention one £aoi 
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and it is this; When this monopoly was first created, there was at 
the time a very unfortunate relationship subsisting l>etweeu the grantor 
and grant^. The grantor was the. Chairman of the Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion. He was William Souttar, and the gmniee was his brother, Henry 
^outtar (a voice: llobinson*”)—yes, Itobiuson Souttar—vn behalf 

of the Ti'ainways Company. One brother was to give and the oiliei' was 
to take, and the result is that we are, siifiVrers. For, after all, 
blood is thicker than water. That is the whole liistury of the tmmway 
movement injDalcutta. 

There is another thing to which I would like to draw attention and 
it is this, that everybo<ly knows that in Calcutta cars are overcrowded 
to any extent. You *^^11 see both in up and down cars passenger’s huVe 
always to stand up. In answer toHiiy (|uestion (m the subject the Chair- 
uuin of the Calcutta Cori)oration said that it was only during olH<'C time 
that it happened. It is absolutely wrong. It hapiams all the timC, 
and I have drfiwn his attention even to the facts that on Sumlays in the 
morning I have seen myself passengers 18 in nunilM^r, in evi'ry car, 
higher than its cai'rying capacity and they have all to htvng about like 
bats. Wo wanted to interfere in this matter in^ the Corporation. I put 
questions on the subject and the Chairman said that he rtmld not interfere 
and the result is that the Tramways Coiui>auy take no notice of it. Wc 
wanted the number of curs to l>o increased, but the (.k)ini>any would not 
listen, for they know very well that they have veiiy strong friends hero 
and stronger friends elsewhere. 1 know and speak w'ith all the ussuruiUH^ 
which I have of having a positive knowledge that siiu^e tlic ininsluet.iou 
of the new system of tramways—l...mean the electric system—a very 
high <>ffioiul, one of the highe.st*officials, bought 100,000 sliares, and if 
I am challenged I shall be able to give the facts about H—and another 
subordinate official, somewhat subordinate to him, bought—d am not 
sure about the figure—about 300 shares and the result is that there is 
this inconvenience. I know from my personal (^xiHuience that 
people, in order to get to office near (fiive Street, have got to jiay fares 
twice over. First of all, they have to take a car from Bhowanipur and 
go right down to Ealighat depot and tlien c:ome again, and that is being 
Ijkie every day. The Tramways Company reap a rich harvest out of it 
take no notice of the situation. We have been crying over it. 

' Y;^QB|prBtion is powerless because there is tliis contract, as has been 
)>^9h||Bteemod and gallant friend, Colonel Pugh. Were there 
no contractswhen the Bent Act was passed? But you could trample 
them under foot becaiise it was convenient to do so and there nobody 
io say anything. So long as the contract will stand you cannot do any¬ 
thing in this case. What my esteemed and gallant friend says is—T^et 
•the Tramways Company do whatever they like, but you cannot break the 
con^ct. A beautiful contract, indeed, and a beautiful idea of how 
the ^ntrac| has to be carried out! 1 come next io^e Hdri question 
and that is i'very impe^tant matter. We must insisron a Local Board 
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of Management or whatever you .may choose to call it. Whenever an 
important question arises, the Tramways Company say that they have 
referred it to their Hoard in Ijondon.* It is a Company incorporated in 
Jjondon arid t1)at name is enough to paralyse eveiybody ond nothing is 
done. Ldl>k at the strikes tliat took place this year. I have nothing' 
to say either on behalf of the Comimny or on behalf of the conductors. 
I 8o not like to enter into that question, but the fact remains that much 
time was wasted over this, in refemng the question to the Home Board* 
They could not do anything and lliai means a loss of time, add this again 
alloys them to make a pretext, aiid that is the reason why we should 
insist in the case of the Tramways, the Electric Supply Corix)rution and 
all pul>lic utility servic.e companies who enjoy a i^onoimly in this town, 
that thpy must have a T.ocal Boanl of Directors in order to listen to the 
grievances and to give relief as soon as imssible. That is an item .which 
ought to lie considered when the Act will ho next amended. What we 
should have is larger powers of compulsion by the Corporation on the 
Company. Jjook here, for the present there is no tramway line in 
Ballyganj. W^hy not? 1 brought it to the notice of the^ Company. I 
brought it to the jiotice of the Chninnaii of the Coiimration, and I 
brought it to the notice of Mr. Bompas when he was going home on 
leave and when I was a t'o-opted member, that we should have’ one 
tramway line on that side. Ho went to Loiuloii and asked tlie Board, 
and the Chainiiaii refused straightaway. He said that they would not 
have qny further extension. Therefore, I say, that we must have larger 
jxjwers to ooiniwl them to have these extensions, otherwise our town 
eamint develop. Of coursi*, us regards the amendments that have been 
pro])osed by my friend, Mr. Chaudhuri, most of them seem to be accept¬ 
able, but so far as the first is ix>n(;emed, when he asks that the con¬ 
ductors be^ given living wages 1 encourage that Idea, but as a labour 
meml)er I would ceidainly request him to ask the conductors to be some¬ 
what more honest. Obligations must be mutual. It is no defence to 
say that because they do not get living wages - they should 
steal. As he is a man whose voice, I know, will reach them, 


T would ask liim In tell them by all means to insist upon this increase 
in wages, but at the same time they should be somewhat honest^H 
know from my personal knowledge that many of them are no{.^p|p| 
once insulted myself when I was going a short distance in 
I paid h two-anna bit and asked for a ticket, and just 
to get down, the conductor returned me an anna, I said, What right 
haj^e you fo insplt me in this way?’’ and the man-fell at my feet, and 
with that softness which is characteristic of my race, I excused him. I ” 


insisted on the tii^ket being given to mo. Therefore 1 say, by all means 
insist on higher wages, but at the same.time be more honest. ^ 


Mr. KRISHNikOHAHPRA RAY 9lfAVPHyRII Perhaps you mm 
an exceptional passenger. 
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K Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am sure that, many of xny 
^K^^imtrymen are equally, if not more, lioneat, hut ao iar as concenia the 
Tonupany, I think they might easily double the pay of conductors if these 
conductors promise not to earn IU.'2-8 a day extra. 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): In spite of what Colonel Pugh has said, tliei'c seqms 
to be still some misapprehension regarding the legal position; and per* 
liaps it will save misapprehension if I amplify whui Colonel Pugfi lias 
said. The felutions between the Tramways Coniiwny and the (Virpomtion 
.are regulated at the x>resent moment by the Art of 19(H), which gave 
effect to a new agi'c^ment made in tlmt year between the CoiiMOution 
of Calcutta and the Tramways Coiniuirfy. Hesides emlM>dyiiig the 
agreement in the schedule, the Avi itSelf, whii-h consists of only two 
sections, states that the previous, concessions and contiucls of 1879 »nd 
1893, as. well as the Calcutta Tramways Act, 1880, and,the ('aleutta 
Tramways Act, 1894, shall, so far us may he necessary ti) validate and 
give effect to the new agreement, he extended, varied or modiBed. That 
is to say, we have got the Act oM900 as the Act. which at present regulates 
the relations between the Company and the (\>rpoi*ation. Now, that Act 
made very imiKxriant changes in tlie previous Art of 1880. 1'ho Act 
of’1880 gave statutory effect to an ngrecincnt entered into la^tween the 
Company and the Corporation whereby tjie (Company were given X)ow(»rs to 
•run tram-cars along routes approved by -tlie T.^)r]H)ration, to charge 
fares not exceeding three annus for any distance not c'xceedin)^ tlirce 
.miles, and to break up streets subject to conditions-for the purpose of 
constructing, maintaining and laying the tramway lines. The Cor]K»ra- 
tion were given the power to acquire the jwopcu'ty at the end of 21 years 
and nt intervals of seven years thereafter. 'Fhe last is ^HoliajM the 
-most important XK>int which was varied by the Act of IfHH), Tlmt Act 
was passed in consequence of the electrification of the tramway system. 
The electrification, of course, voni a good deal of uioiiey; 
and it was open to the Coiporation to do it tlieniselves. They 
did not do it, but they deliberately entered into this new 


agreement with the Tramways Company to do it for them. I suppose 
i Radha (haran Pal Bahadur wrus ti memlMir of tlie (JorjH»ration at 
ime. He and his fellow-f’ommissioners W'ere reH]MHisible in 1900 
reeinent which regulates the woihing of the (Jalcu)ta Traui- 
ny at the jxresent day. I say that the (Jorprjration of 1900 
ily responsible and nobody else. As an iiuluceipeiit to the 
pany to electrify the sj^stein, the Coiporafion altered’ 
fch they cimld take over the undertaking. They extend- 
over a periwl of 31 years. It will be reineinlwred that 
Act ^900 was passed, they had the option of buying Hm 
y out.at intervals of seven years. The CJor])uratiou in 1900 deli 
sly! extended the option t)f purchase till tlie* Isi Januaiy, 1931 
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. That is the legal poKition at the present moment.. VTow, that f 
the contract made deliberately and with their eyes open by the Cor* 
poration. It is easy ior ns 21 yeai^s later to stand up and say that ii 
was a bad contract—1 do not myself go so far as to say that it was a 
bad contract—but it certainly appears ‘that the people who ms^e thal 
contract did not foresee what the conditions were going to- be in 1921, 
For instance, they clearly never thought it possible or likely that the 
employees of the Company wonld go on strike, because, as Bai Badhe 
Charan Pal Bahadur has very rightly pointed out, the arb^ration clause 
in the present Act was clearly never devised with the idea of meeting 
occasional strikes; and as n matter of fact, as we have discovered during 
the last few months, th^ arbitration clause is entirely inappli¬ 
cable to a situation of that kind. Therefore, it is easy foi 
those of us who had nothing to do with the contract of 1900 to stand 
up in 1921 and say that if we h*xd been making the contrjict, we should 
have been wiser, we shoiild have had more foresight and we should have 
made a l«dtpr conh'aot. It is not so easy for those^ who like llai lladbs 
Charan Pal Bjalmdur were responsible for the contract of 1900 to taki 
up this attitude. However this may be, the fact remains that the con¬ 
tract is tliei'e—a contract ratified by the liegislaturc. I must sa> 
Ihcrefore thal it rather shocks me io hear some members Bi)eaki][jg ii 
a light-hearted manner of trampling the contract under foot. I woulc 
ask members to reflect for a moment whether language of that kind i* 
likely to enhance the reputation of this Council, Even putting thi 
matter on the lowest ground of a common business footing, if we g( 
trampling contracts under foot in this way, the only result will Iw thal 
the name of the Bengal Government and of the Bengal Legislative 
Council will be a by-word in the commercial and industrial world and wc 


shall never get any (iompany to undertake public utility services for us. 
In that view of the legal position, it seems to me unnecessary to dis¬ 
cuss the various proposals that have been put forward in these resolu¬ 
tions. As matters stand, the Corporation is bound,by the contract 
until it expires in 1931. It was open to the Coiporation in 1900. U 
make any terms they liked regarding the electrification. In effect 
they said to the Tramways Company : “ We will allow you to caryy^ 
your business until 1931, subject to certain conditions, and 
such profits as you can under these conditions.” I 'wonlA 
ask whether any case has been made ont justify 
Council, or the Government responsible for the good 
of this Presidency—in varying the conditions which wer ; *^What right 
^WOO, against the will of the Tramways Company. It 1 at my feet, and 
to the Corporation to do what they like in 1931, on iT^i excused him. I 
sent contract; but, for the present, so far as the law is t by kll incans 
Corporation are bound by^^ terms of the contra^. I do n, ,, 
they can do nothing. I that they pan: they are 

the contract a^ad the Compai^^ other pai^«.asd it is open^tb ofou nra 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































